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Subject. 


Vol.  I  No. 


A. 

Od  the  bill  (H.  R.  3489)  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Samuel 

Alnslee.    Oq  the  bill  (H.  R.  3500)  granting;  a  pension  to  Nelson 

Alabama,  in  the  elections  of  1874,  1875,  and  1876,  whether  the  right 
of  male  inhabitants  of  said  State,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
dtizena  of  the  United  States,  to  vote  hM  been  denied  or  abridg^.  In 
relation  to  any  of  the  elections  in «. • 

Allen.  On  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Kansas  for  a  remoyal  of  the  obiirge 
of  deeertioD  Against  David * 

Alhaon.    On  the  bill  (S.  565)  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Matthew 

ADred.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4:^)  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  W.  J.,  for 
certain  improvements  on  lands  now  embraced  in  the  military  reserva- 
ti<m  of  Fort  Cameron,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah 

Ashbnm.    On  the  claim  of  Martha  A «««« *«...4. 

B. 

Babeock.    On  the  petition  of  William  H » * 

Bailey.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  %19)  fptnting  a  pension  to  James  M «. . 

Btker.    On  tbe  'petition  of  the  heirs  of  Harriett  de  la  Palm  . « . . « . « « — 

Beal,  jr.    On  the  petition  of  Joeeph .-^ 

Ben.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3035)  granting  a  pension  to  Smith 

BalL    On  tbe  petition  of  Elias  B 

Batry.    On  tbe  petition  of  Mrs.  Mary  M *.- 

^kford.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2606)  for  the  relief  of  L.  M 

Bftekett. .  On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  F 

Bum^s.    On  the  petition  of  Moses  ....^ « «.. 

Bwk.    On  the  bill  (8.  203)  for  the  relief  of  John  L - 

Bsekl^.    On  tbe  bill  (H.  R.  349Sf)  granting  a  pension  to  William*. ..w. 
Bideson.     On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3186)  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Jane 

C. 

CuipbeU.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  429)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  C  ...<.. ... 
Cvter.    On  tbe  petition  of  Charles  M .4.. 
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Vol. 


Cazeau.    On  the  bill  (S.  1103)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francois  .... 

Chamberlain,  guardian  of  the  minor  heirs  of  James  Eagle. .  On  the  bill 
(8. 1116)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  A 

Chickering.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1909)  for  the  relief  of  John  W 

Chinese  immigration.  Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  to  investi- 
gate   ? 

Clarke.    On  the  bill  (S.  1110)  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Edwin  R 

Cobb.    On  the  bill  (S.  1260)  granting  a  pension  to  Edmund  H 

Cole,  Sizer  d:  Brink.    On  the  petition  and  papers  of 

Collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  fourth  district  of  G^rgia  his  salary. 
On  the  bill  (8. 1040)  to  allow  the  late 

Conant.  On  the  petition  of  Oeorge  W.  Hubbard  and  William  E.  (To 
accompany  bill  S.  J290) 

Connor  and  Brother.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3681)  for  the  relief  of  B.  B 

Crown.    On  the  petition  of  Samuel 

Cnllison.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3580)  granting  a  pension  to  Rachel  A 

Cummins.    On  the  bill  (S.  47)  for  the  relief  of  John 

D. 

Darling.    On  the  petition  of  John  A.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1202) 

Darling.    On  the  bill  ( H.  R.  401)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Flora  A 

De  Haven.  On  the  claim  of  Captain  David.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  932^ 

Desert  lands  in  certain  States  and  Territories.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4261) 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of 

District  of  Columbia.  Views  of  the  minority  of  the  Joint  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  framea  government  for  the 

Dorris.    On  the  petition  of  William  D 

Double  standard  in  this  country.  On  the  policy  of  the  restoration  of  the, 
and,  if  restored,  what  the  legal  relation  between  the  two  coins,  (metals,) 
silver  and  gold,  should  be 

Dulaney.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Jane 

Duvall.  On  the  bills  (8. 1064  and  8. 1065)  for  the  relief  of  L.  H.  and  G.  C. 
Schneider  and  William  T 


E. 

Edes.    On  the  bill  (8. 1045)  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  A 

Eads.  On  the  bill(H.  R.  4540)  appropriating  |50>0,000  to  pay  the  requi- 
sition of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  favor  of  James  B 

Eagle.  On  the  bill  (S.  1116)  granting  apension  to  Sarah  A.  Chamberlain, 
guardian  of  the  minor  heirs  of  James 

Edmondson.    On  the  petition  of  Catharine  8 

Edmondson.    On  the  bill  ^8.  858)  for  the  relief  of  William  C 

Edmunds,  Mr.  On  the  bill  (8. 1153)  to  provide  for  and  regulate  the  count- 
ing of  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  the  decision  of 
questions  arising  thereon,  for  the  te^m  commencing  March  4,  A.  D. 
1877 


Edwards,  jr.    On  the  petition  of  John 

Electoral  vote  in  Oregon.    On  the  resolution  relating  to  the 

Electoral  votes.    In  relation  to  measures  best  calculated  to  accomplish 
the  lawful  counting  of  the.    (To  accompany  bill  8. 1 153) 


F. 

FiBch.    On  the  claim  of  Amasa  J.    (To  accompany  bill  8. 1052) 

Fitch.    On  the  claim  of  George  W.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  1066) 

Florida  and  several  other  Southern  States.  On  the  legality  of  the  elec- 
tion in.  Report  of  the  majority  by  Bir.  Sargent;  report  of  the  minor- 
ity by  Mr.  Cooper 

Florida.  On  the  eligibility  of  Frederick  C.  Humphreys  as  an  elector 
from 


Ford.  On  the  petition  of  William  G.,  administrator  of  John  G.  Robin- 
son.   (To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  492) : 

Fort  Cameron,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4268)  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  for  certain  improvements  on  lands  now  em- 
braced in  the  military  reservation  of 
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Subject. 


Fort  Dalles  military  reservation.  On  the  bill  (S.  1001)  to  provide  for  the 
dispoeition  of 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2461)  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  officers  of  the  Third  United  States  Artillery  who  snf- 
ferredloas  by  fire  at 

Foster.    On  the  petition  of  John  D 

Foulk.    On  the  petition  of  Willis  L.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1250) 

Foontain,  and  John  Howze.  On  the  bill  (S.  1127)  for  the  relief  of  J.  B. 
McCnllongh,  Mrs.  L.  S 

Freadenberg.  On  the  bill  (S.  189)  placing  the  name  of  0.  G.,  upon  the 
retired-list  of  the  United  States  Army 

Frey.    On  the  bill  (H.  E.  2472)  granting  a  pension  to  John 


G. 

Gold  and  ailTer.  On  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  relative 
valne  of ;  the  cansee  thereof^  whether  permanent  or  otherwise ;  the 
effects  thereof  upon  trade,  commerce,  finance,  and  the  productive  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  upon  the  standard  (of)  valne  in  this  and 
£>reign  countries 

Greely.    On  the  biU  (S.  1052)  for  the  relief  of  A.  W 

Griffith.    On  the  bill  (S.  1102)  granting  a  pension  to  Michael 4... 

Goerrilla  bands  led  by  Quantr3l  and  others  during  the  years  1861, 1862, 
1863, 1864,  and  1865.  On  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Kansas,  memorializing  Congress  for  the  payment  of  lusses  sustained 
by  citizens  of  said  State  by  the  invasion  of 


No. 


H. 

Hall.    On  the  petition  of  Major  Peter  P.  G. 
1175) 


(To  accompany  bill  S. 


Hall's  heirs.     On  the  petition  of  Robert 

HaJwry.    On  the  bill  (8.  912)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W , 

Hardie.    On  the  bill  (S.  1200)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Hunter.. 

Harris.    On  the  petition  of  Charles  CT. 

Harris.    On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2606)  for  the  relief  of  Catherine 

Hsaie.    On  the  bill  (S.  1038)  for  the  relief  of  George  E 

Healy.    On  the  bill  (S.  1165)  for  the  reUef  of  Henry  G 

Heartt,  Waite  and  Dodge.    On  the  bill  (S.  231)  for  the  relief  of 

Heath.    On  the  petition  of  Laban.- 

Herring.    On  the  bill  (S.  1086)  granting  a  pension  to  Isaac 1 

Hewitt.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2120)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas  W 

Higfiri]^    On  the  petition  of  Theodore 

Holiday.    On  the  memorial  of  Benjamin.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1144). 
Hole    On  the  petition  of  S.  P 


Hopper.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2702)  granting  a  pension  to  Bridget  T  . 
Houlihan.    On  the  petition  of  Daniel.    (*&  accompany  bill  ST 1259). 


Howie.  On  the  bill  (S.  1127)  for  the  reUef  of  J.  B.  McCuUough,  Mrs.  L. 
S.  Fountain,  and  John 

Homphrey s  as  an  elector.    On  the  eligibility  of  Frederick  0 

Habbard  and  William  E.  Conant.  On  the  petition  of  George  W.  (To  ac- 
company bill  S.  1290.) 

Hnonnger.     On  the  bill  (S.  856)  granting  a  pension  to  Daniel 

Bant.    On  the  petition  of  Catherine  D 

Hont.  On  the  bill  (S.  605)  for  the  relief  and  re-appointment  of  Captain 
Thomas  B 

Hoot.  On  the  bill  (S.  605)  for  the  relief  and  re-appointment  of  Captain 
Thomas  B ,. 


I. 

htdians  asking  for  the  repayment  to  them  of  certain  sums  of  money 
claimed  to  have  been  wrongfully  diverted  from  their  trust  funds.  On 
the  petition  of  the  Kaskaskia,  Peoria,  Piankeshaw,  and  Wea  tribes  of. 

Ingle.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2587)  granting  pension  to  Malvina 

laterual  reven ne  f or  t b e  fonrth  district  oi  Georgia  his  salary.  On  the  bill 
(S.  1040)  to  allow  the  late  collector  of 
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Subject. 


Jaokman.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Vaughn  and  Mrs.  Louisa. 

(To  accompany  bill  S.  1224) 

Johnson.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  969)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  H 

Johnston.    On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3260)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

K. 

Kansas.  For  a  removal  of  the  charge  of  desertion  against  David  Allen. 
On  the  petition  of  citizens  ofl -. 

Kansas.    Memorializing  Congress  for  the  payment  of  losses  sustained  by 

•     citizens  of  said  State  by  the  invasion  of  guerrilla  bands  led  by  Qnan- 

trell  and  others  during  the  years  1861, 1862, 1863,  1864,  and  1865.    On 

the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 

Karpeless.    On  the  petition  of  Leopold .^ 

Kaskaskia,  Peoria,  Piankeshaw,  and  Wea  tribes  of  Indians.  On  the  peti- 
tion of  the.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1142) 

Kelly.    On  the  petition  of  William 

King.    On  the  bill  (S.  1099)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary 

Kingsley.  On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3511)  granting  increased  pension  to 
Thomas  G 

Klauser.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4248)  for  the  relief  of  Emanuel 

Knighton.  On  the  bill  (S.  657)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Ryan  and 
Charles  J *. 

Knnkel.    On  the  bill  (S.  1092)  for  the  relief  of  Jerome 

L. 

Lake.    On  the  petition  and  papers  of  Mrs.  Clementine  J 

Lawrence.    On  the  bill  (H.  K.  3319)  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  L 

Legal-tender  notes.  On  the  policy  of  continuing  concurrently  with  the 
metallic  standards,  and  the  effects  thereof  upon  the  labor,  industries, 
and  wealth  of  the  country 

Lemon.    On  the  petition  of  H.  H.^ 

Liebschutz.    On  the  bill  (S.  1178)granting  a  pension  to  Francis  A 

Lobman.    On  the  petition  of  F.  W.  E 

Louisiana.  On  the  recent  election  (November  7, 1676)  in  the  State  of. . . 
Parts  1,  2,  and  3. 

Lucas.    On  the  petition  of  Mary 

Lucas.    On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth , 

M. 

Macondray  &Co.    On  the  petition  of 

Maley.    On  the  bill  (S.  1111)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  E 

McColly.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2242)  granting  a  pension  to  Qeorge 

McComb.    On  thebill(S.  286)  for  the  relief  of  W.  S 

McCuUough,  Mrs.  L.  S.  Fountain,  and  John  Howze.  On  the  bill  (S.  1127 ) 
for  the  relief  of  J.  B 

McKay.    On  the  biU  (S.  497)  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 

McLaughlin.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1521)  granting  a  pension  to  Louis  A . .  - . 

Mills.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3038)  granting  a  pension  to  Almon  F 

Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  On  the  bill  (8. 1192)  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph-line  from  thd 

Mitchell.    On  the  memorial  of  Warren.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1145) 

Moon,  Alonzo  A.  On  the  biir(H.  R.  4258)  to  provide  for  the  payment 
to,  for  certain  improvements  on  lands  now  embraced  in  the  mditary 
reservation  of  Fort  Cameron,  in  the  Territoiy  of  Utah 

Morgan.    On  the  bUl  (H.  R.  2019)  for  the  relief  of  Edwin 

Moseley.    On  the  bill  (S.  1186)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  H 

Moss.    On  the  bUl  (S.  1183)  granting  a  pension  to  Harriett 

Murrell.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3509)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  R.H , 
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Subject. 


N. 

Neidhart.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Gottlieb 

Hewman.    On  the  petition  of  William  O    

Hofria.    On  the  petition  of  W.  W , -., . 

O. 

Offioen  of  the  Third  United  States  Artillery.  On  the  biU  (H.  B.  2461) 
for  the  relief  of  the,  who  suffered  loss  by  fire  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New 
Yoric  Harbor. 

Oregon.    On  the  resolution  relating  to  the  electoral  vote  ^n 

Oregon.  On  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  the  £eu3ts  at- 
tending the  casting  of  the  electoral  vote  of  the  St-ate  of 

Oregon.  On  the  &ct8  attending  the  casting  of  the  electoral  vote  of  the 
State  of 

Oregon.    Report  by  Mr.  Blitchell  on  the  legality  of  the  election  in 

Ore0>D.    On  the  eliffibility  of  the  electors  from  the  State  of 

O'Sdliran.  On  thel)ill  (H.  R.  3579)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to 
Eugene 

P. 

Pearman.    on  the  bill  (8.  85)  for  the  relief  of  J.  W 

Peoria,  Piankeshaw,  and  Wea  tribes  of  Indians.    Ou  the  petition  of  the 

KaBkaskia.    (To accompany  bill  S.  1142).... 

Plymale.    On  the  bUl  (H.  R.  4301)  for  the  relief  of  A.  W 

Poore.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2229)  for  the  relief  of  Chancy  J 

Porter.    On  the  bill  (S.  257;  for  the  relief  of  James  R 

Prentiss.    On  the  petition  of  Edmund  F '. 

President  and  Vice-President.    On  the  bill  (S.  1153)  to  provide  for  and 

r^nlate  the  counting  of  votes  for 

Palford  to  his  former  rank  on  the  retired  list.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3483) 

to  restore  John 

R. 

Railroad  and  telegraph-line  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  . 

On  the  bill  (8. 119^)  to  aid  in  the 'construction  of  a 

Sowe.    On  the  petition  of  Hannibal... 

Rowland.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3367)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion 

from  the  military  record  of  Alfred 

Rnnkle  to  the  retired  list  of  the  Army.    On  the  bill  (8.  1003)  to  restore 

Bei^aminP 

Ruth.    On  the  petition  of  Walter  H 

Ryan  and  Charles  J.  Knighton.    On  the  bill  (S.  657)  for  the  relief  of 

Thomas  F 

S. 

Schneider  and  William  T.  Dnvall.  On  the  bills  (S.  1064  and  S.  1065)  for 
theielief  of  L.  H.  and  G.  C 

Sehutt.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  197)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia 

8ehwatka,8r.    On  the  petition  of  F.  G 

Seroggin.    On  the  bill  (8.  1129)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia 

Shea%r.    On  the  bill  (U.  R.  1814)  grannng  a  pension  to  Samuel 

finith.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3583)  granting  a  pension  to  Frederick  W 

Smith.    On  the  bill  (S.  1173)  for  Uie  relief  of  Frederick  R 

Specie  payments.  On  the  best  means  for  providing  for  fEMsilitating  the 
resumption  of ^ 

Spoicer.    On  the  bill  (S.  83d)  for  the  relief  of  William  C 

SUraea.    On  the  bill*  (H.  R.  2847)  granting  a  pension  to  Lucinda 

Steam-machinery.  On  the  bill  ( 8. 1258)  for  the  relief  of  certain  contract- 
ors for  the  construction  of  vessels  of  war  and 

Stephenson.    On  the  bill  (S.  961)  for  the  relief  of  J.  A 
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Subject. 


T. 

Taylor.    On  the  bill  (S.  717)  for  the  relief  of  Nelson 

Thatcher.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3574)  for  the  relief  of  Marshal  P 

Theiren.    On  the  bill  (S.  587)  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 

Thompson.    On  the  petition  of  James  0.  (To  accompany  bill  S.  1286) — 

Thome.    On  the  petition  of  John  D 

Tod.    On  the  bill  (S.  989)  for  the  relief  of  John  G 

Toland.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2842)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  S 

Tread  well.    On  the  bill  (U.  R.  3497)  granting  a  pension  to  James  B 

Utah.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4258)  to  provide  for  the  paymcint  for  certain 
improvements  on  lands  now  embraced  in  the  military  reservation  of 
Fort  Cameron,  in  the  Territory  of 

V. 

Vance.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2833)  for  the  relief  of  Snsan  P 

Vaughn  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Jackman.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Martha  J. 

(To  accompany  bill  S.  1224.) 

Vessels  of  war  and  steam-machinery.    On  the  bill  (S.  1258)  for  the  relief 

of  certain  contractors  for  the  constrnction  of ...J.. 

Voelter.    On  the  bill  (S.  1255)  for  the  relief  of  Henry 

W. 

Walker.    On  the  petition  of  Thomas  A.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  1262..., 

Wallabont  Bay,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn.    On 

the  bill  (H.  R.  7)  to  provide  for  the  sale  or  exchange  of  a  certain 

W piece  of  land  in 
alsh.    On  the  application  of  Redmond  Walsh,  insane,  for  a  pension, 

by  Mary i 

Ward.    On  the  petition  of  Jesse 

Webster.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.    ^To  accompany  bill  S.  1 154) 

Wilcox.    On  the  bill  (8. 1106)  granting  a  pension  to  Sylvester 

Wilkey.    On  the  petition  of  Carter t 

Wilkins.    On  the  bill  (S.  822)  for  tlie  relief  of  Samuel  A 

Williams.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3581)  granting  a  pension  to  Minerva 

Willard.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3373)  for  the  relief  of  Snsan  E 

Wood.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3281)  granting  a  x>6nsion  to  Hannah  A 

Woodard.    On   the   petition    of  Marsilvia  F.    (To  accompany  bill  S. 

1123) 

Woodhonse  &,  Company.    On  the  bill  (S.  1071)  for  the  relief  of  H.  £ 

Worthington.    On  the  petition  of  John  Y 

Worthington.    On  the  memorial  of  T 1 

Y. 

Yonnt.    On  the  bill  (S.  481)  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
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REPORTS  MADE   BY  THE  COMMITTEES 

FOBTHB 

SECOND  SESSION,  FOBTY- FOURTH  CONGRESa 


Sabjeot. 


COMMITTEB  ON  PRIVILKGES  AND  ELBCTIONS 


On  the  resolntion  reUktinf  to  the  electoral  vote  in  Oregon 

On  tiie  reeolntion  of  the  Senate  to  inqnire  into  the  facts  attending'the 

catting  of  the  electoral  vote  of  the  State  of  Oregon 

On  the  legality  of  the  election  in  Florida,  bv  Mr.  Sargent 

On  the  l^ality  of  the  election  in  Florida,  by  Mr.  Cooper,  (minority  re- 


On  the  legality  of  the  election  in  Oregon 

On  the  ebgibiiity  of  Frederick  C.  Humphreys  as  an  elector 

On  the  eligibility  of  the  electors  i^m  the  State  of  Oregon 

In  reladon  to  any  of  the  elections  in  the  State  of  Alabama  in  the  elec- 
tions of  1874, 1875,  and  1876,  whether  the  right  of  male  inhabitants  of 
said  State,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  citizens  of  the  Ifnited 
States,  to  Totenadbeen  denied  or  abridged 

On  the  facts  attending  the  casting  of  the  electoral  Yote  of  the  State  of 
Oregon 

On  the  recent  election  (November  7, 1876}  in  the  State  of  Lonisiana, 
parts  l,2,and3 


COMMITTRE  ON  FINANCE. 


On  the  biU  (S.  1040)  to  allow  the  late  collector  of  internal  reyenne  for 
thefboith  district  of  Georgia  his  salary 


COMMriTEB  ON   APPROPRIATIONS. 


On  the  bill  (H.  B.  4540)  appropriating  $500,000  to  pay  the  requisition  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  favor  of  James  B.  Eads 


COBfOOTTEB  ON  MIUTART  AFFAIRS. 


On  the  petition  of  John  Edwards,  Jr 

On  the  Dill  (H.  B.  3367)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion  from  the  mili- 
tary record  of  Alfred  Eowland 

On  thei»etition  of  Theodore  Higgins , 

On  the  bill  (H.  K.  2229)  for  the  relief  of  Chancy  J.  Poore 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2461)  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  Third 
United  States  Artillery,  who  suffered  by  fire  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New 
York  Harbor,  on  March  3, 1875 

On  the  petition  of  M^.  Peter  P.  G.  Hall 

On  (he  petition  of  Leopold  Karpeless 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2606)  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Harris 
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INDEX. 


Subjeot. 


Ou  the  bill  (H.  E.  4258)  to  provide  for  the  payment  for  oertain  improye- 
ments  on  lands  now  embraced  in  the  military  reeervation  of  Fort  Cam- 
eron, in  the  Territory  of  Utah 

On  the  petition  of  William  Kelly 

•On  the  petition  of  Edmund  F.  rrentiss 

Op  the  petition  of  William  D.  Dorris , 

On  the  petition  of  John  A.  Darling 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Brookett 

On  the  bill  (H.B.3696)  for  the  reUef  of  L.  M.  Blackford 

On  the  bill  (8. 1093)  fbr  the  relief  of  Jerome  Ennkel 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3509)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreeentatiyes  of  R. 
H.  Murrell 

On  the  bill  ( H.  R.  4248)  for  the  relief  of  Emanuel  Elayser 

On  the  bill  (S.  189)  placii^  the  name  of  C.  G.  Freudenberg  upon  the  re- 
tired list  of  the  United  States  Army 

On  the  bill  (S.  1001)  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  Fort  Dalles  military 
reservation , 1 

On  the  bill  (S.  605)  for  relief  and  re-appointment  of  Capt.  Thomas  B. 
Hunt  assistant  quartermaster  in  the  tfnited  States  Army 

On  the  bill  (8. 1111^  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  E.  Maley 

On  the  bill  (8. 1052)  for  the  relief  of  A.  W.  Greely 

On  the  bill  (S.  1110)  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Edwin  R.  Clarke 

COMMrrrSB  on  MXLITARr  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  petition  of  Elia?  B.  Bell I 

On  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Kansas  praying  for  a  removal  of  the  charge 

of  desertion  against  David  Allen 

On  the  bill  (8.  838)  for  the  relief  of  WiUiam  C.  Spencer  •^ 

On  the  bill  (8.  1165)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  G.  Healy 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3574)  for  the  relief  of  Marshal  P.  Thatcher  

On  the  bill  (8. 1186)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  H.  Moseley 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Yaoghn  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Jaoliman  — 

On  the  petition  of  Willis  L.  Foulk., 1 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1909^  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Chickering  ..'. 

On  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  memorializing 

Congress  for  the  payment  of  losses  sustained  by  citizens  of  said  State 

by  the  invasion  of  guerilla  bands  led  by  Quantr^  and  others  during 

the  years  186%  1862, 1863, 1864,  and  1865 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3483)  to  restore  John  Palford  to  his  former  rank  on 

the  retired  list 

On  the  bill  (8.  605)  for  relief  and  re-appointment  of  Capt.  Thomas  B. 

Hunt : 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  969)  for  the  rfelief  of  Charles  H.  Johnson 

On  the  bill  (8. 1003)  to  restore  Benjamin  P.  Runkle  to  the  retired  list  of 

the  Army * 

On  the  petition  of  James  O.  Thompson 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2019)  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  Morgan 

COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Beal,  Jr . .«..- 

Ou  the  claim  of  Capt.  David  De  Haven 

On  the  bill  (8.  497)  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  MeKay 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  7)  to  provide  for  the  sale  or  exchange  of  a  certain 
piece  of  land  in  the  Wallabout  Bay,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the 
city  of  Brooklyn •- 

On  the  bill  (8.  989)  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Ford 

On  the  bill  (8. 1258)  for  the  relief  of  certain  contraoton  for  the  construe- 
tionof  vessels  of  war  and  steam-machinery 

On  the  bill  (8. 1173)  for  the  reli^  of  Frederick  R.  Smith. 

COMMTTTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIARY. 

On  the  bill  (8. 1192)  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  ridkead  and  tele- 
.graph-Une  frpm  the  MiSQQUri  Biyer  to  the  Pacific  Ooean 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Od  the  bi]l  (H.  B.  4261)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  lands  in  certain 
Stateb  and  Territories 


COMMITTEB  ON  INDIAN  AFVAIHS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Kaskaskia,  Peoria,  Piankeshaw,  and  Wea  tribes 
of  Indians - 

OOMMITTBE  ON  PENSIONS. 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3497)  granting  a  pension  to  James  B.  Tread  well 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Berry 

Oo  the  bill  (H.  B.3035)  granting  a  pension  to  Smith  Bell 

On  the  petition  of  Carter  Wilkey 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2120)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas  W.  Hewitt 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  1814)  granting  a  pension  to  Samuel  Sheafifer — 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2587)  granting  a  pension  to  Malvina  Ingle , 

On  the  bill  (H. B.  1521)  granting  a  pension  to  Lonis  A.  McLanghlin  .... 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2242)  granting  a  pension  to  George  MoCorey 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3500)  granting  a  pension  to  Nelson  Ainslee 

On  the  bill  (8.  1099)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  King 

On  the  petition  of  Marsilvia  S.  Woodard 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.2842)  granting  a  pension  to  Bobert  S.  Toland 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3281)  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  A.  Wood 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3511)  granting  increased  pension  to  Thomas  G.  Kings- 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3038)  granting  a  pension  to  Almon  F.  Mills 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2519)  granting  a  pension  to  James  M.  Bailey 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3581)  granting  a  pension  to  Jesse  Williams 

Ob  the  bill  (H.  B.  3579)  graivting  an  increase  of  pension   to  Eugene 

O'SuUivan 

On  the  biU  (S.  1102)  granting  a  pension  to  Michael  Griffith 

Ob  the  bill  (S.  1106)  granting  a  pension  to  Sylvester  Wilcox , 

On  the  application  of  Bedmond  Walsh,  insane,  by  Mary  Walsh,  bis  wife, 

for  a  pension 

On  the  claim  of  George  W.  Fitch 

On  the  claim  of  Amasa  J.  Finch 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3499)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Bnckley 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2702)  granting  a  pension  to  Bridget  T.  Hopper : . 

On  the  bill  (S.  1178)granting  a  pension  to  Francis  A.  Liebschutz 

On  the  petition  of  William  H.  Baboo6k 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Jane  Dnlane^ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1086)  granting  a  pension  to  Isaac  Herring 

On  the  bill  (S.  856)  granting  a  pension  to  Daniel  Hnnsin^er 

On  the  bill  (8.  11^)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia  Scroggms 

CNi  the  bill  (H.  B.  197)  granting  a  pension  to  Jnlia  Schutt 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3580)  granting  a  pension  to  Bachael  A.  Cnllison 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3583)  granting  a  pension  to  Frederick  W.  Smith 

On  the  bill  (B.  1154)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Fletcher  Webster 

On  the  bUl  (S.  1183)  granting  a  pension  to  Harnett  Moss 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3280)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Johnston 

On  the  bill  (S.  1116)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  A.  Chamberlain 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Houlihan 

On  the  bill  (S.  1260)  granting  a  pension  to  Edmund  H.  Cobb 

On  the  bill  (S.  1200)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Hunter  Hardie. 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  2472)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Frey 

Ob  the  bill  (U.  B.  2847)  granting  a  pension  to  Lucinda  Starnes.! 

On  the  bill  (H.  B.  3319)  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  L.  Lawrence 

On  the  petition  of  Catherine  S.  Edmondson 

COMBnTTEK  ON  RKYOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

On  the  bin  (S.  1103)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francois  Cazean 

On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Harriett  de  la  Palm  Baker 
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Subject. 


COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

On  the  bUl  (H.  R.  3373)  for  tbereUef  of  Susan  E.  Willard 

On  tbe  bill  (S.  657)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Byan  and  Charles  J. 
Knighton 

On  the  bill  (S.  257)  for  the  relief  of  James  R.  Porter 

On  the  bill  (S.203)  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Buck 

On  the  petition  of  H.  H.  Lemon 

On  the  bill  (S.  47)  for  the  relief  of  John  Cammins 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Clementine  J.  Lake 

On  the  claim  of  Martha  A.  Ashburn '.. 

On  the  petition  of  Cole,  Sizrr  &  Brink  . v , 

On  the  petition  of  Macondray  &  Co 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Gottlieb  Neidhart 

On  the  petition  of  W.  W.  Norris 

On  the  petition  of  John  Y.  Worthington , 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  C.  Harris 

On  the  bill  (8.565)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Allison 

On  the  bill  (S.  286)  for  the  relief  of  W.  S.  McComb 

On  the  petition  of  Laban  Heath : 

On  the  petition  of  S.  P.  Holt 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Hall's  heirs 

On  the  petition  of  Samael  Crown 

On  the  bill  (S.  1071>  for  the  relief  of  H.  E.  Woodhorlse  and  Company.... 

On  the  petition  of  Catherine  D.  Hunt 

On  the  bill  (8. 822)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Wllkins 

On  the  petition  of  F.  W.E.  Lehman,  Walter  H.  Ruth,  and  Charles  M.Carter. 

On  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  HoUaday 

On  the  memorial  of  Warren  Mitchell 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  429)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  C.  Campbell 1 

On  the  memorial  of  T.  Worthington 

On  the  bill  (S.  231)  for  the  relief  of  Heartt,  Waite  &  Dodge 

On  the  bill  (S.  717)  for  the  relief  of  Nelson  Taylor 

On  the  biU  (S.  587)  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Theiren 

On  the  bill  (S.  85)  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Perman 

On  the  petition  of  William  O.  Newman 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3489)  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Samuel  Adams , 

On  the  bill  (S.  1127)  for  the  relief  of  J.  B.  McCulloufijh,  Mrs.  L.  S.  Fount- 
ain, and  John  Howze , 

On  the  petition  of  William  G.  Ford,  administrator  of  John  G.  Robinson.. 

On  the  petition  of  John  D.Thome 

On  the  bill  (S.  912)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W.  Halsey 

On  the  bill  (S.  481)  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Yount 

On  the  bill  (H.R.2833)  for  the  relief  of  Susan  P.  Vance 

On  the  biUs  (S.  1064  and  S.  1065)  for  the  relief  of  L.  H.  and  G.  C.  Schnei- 
der and  William  T.  DnvaU 

On  the  petition  of  John  D.  Foster 

On  the  bill  (S.  961)  for  the  relief  of  J.  A.  Stephenson 

On  the  petition  of  F.  G.  Schwatka,  sr 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Lucas 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Lucas 
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44th  Congress,  \  SENATE.  (  Eeport 

2d  Session.       i  \  No.  611. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


January  29.  1877.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sabgent,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

On  the  6th  day  of  December^  1876,  the  Senate  passed  the  following 
resolation : 

Wbereas  it  is  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the  foarteenth  article  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  **  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  States  according^  to  their  respective  nnmbers,  counting  the  whole  number  of 
persons  in  each  State,  excluding'  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the  right  to  vote  at  any 
eli^^on  for  the  choice  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
Representatives  in  Congress,  the  executive  and  judicial  officers  of  a  State,  or  the  members 
of  the  legislature  thereof,  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such  State,  being 
tir«ity-one  years  of  age  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way  abridged,  except 
£o(T  participation  in  reMllion,  or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  re- 
doced  in  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to  the  whole 
namber  of  male  citi^ns  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such  State." 

And  whereas  it  is  alleged  that  in  several  of  the  States,  and  particularly  in  the  States  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  the  right  of  male 
inhabitants  of  said  States,  respectively,  being  twenty>one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  to  vote  at  the  late  elections  of  the  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  for  the  executive  and  judicial 
officers  of  such  States,  and  tor  members  of  the  legislature  thereof,  has  been  denied  or  greatly 
almdgned:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  when  appointed,  be,  and  it 
hereby  is,  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be — 

1.  Whether  in  any  of  the  elections  named  in  said  amendment  in  said  States  in  the  years 
1875  or  1^76,  the  right  of  any  portion  of  such  inhabitants  and  citizens  to  vote  as  aforesaid 
has  been  in  anywise  denied  or  abridged. 

2.  To  what  extent  such  denial  or  abridgment  has  been  carried. 

3.  By  what  means  such  denial  or  abridgment  has  been  accomplished. 

4.  By  whom  has  such  denial  or  abridgment  been  effected. 

5.  With  what  motives  and  for  what  purposes  has  such  denial  or  abridgment  been  car- 
ried on. 

6u  By  what  authority  or  pretended  authority  has  such  denial  or  abridgment  been  exer- 
cised. 

Retoived  further.  That  the  said  committee  have  power  to  employ  such  number  of  stenog- 
imph  rs  as  shall  be  needful,  and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit  duri ug 
the  sessions  of  the  Senate,  and  to  appoint  subcommittees  with  full  power  to  make  the  in- 
quiries aforesaid  and  report  the  same  to  the  committee. 

Refolded  furtktr.  That  said  committee,  in  order  to  the  more  speedy  performance  of  its 
dotiest  have  power  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  affidavits,  on  the  subjects  aforesaid,  before 
any  officer  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  taka  affidavits,  and  to  receive  and 
consider  the  same. 

Resoived  further.  That  the  said  committee  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
efigibtlity  to  office  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  any  persons  alleged  to  have 
been  ineligible  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  or  to  be  ineligible  as  electors  of  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  certificates  of  election  have  been  or  shall 
he  issued  by  the  executive  authority  of  any  State  as  such  electors ;  and  whether  the  appoint- 
ment of  electors  or  those  claiming  to  be  such  in  any  of  the  States  has  been  made,  either  by 
feroii,  fraud,  or  other  means,  otherwise  than  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  Stateff  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  States ;  and  whether  any  such  appoint- 
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meni  or  action  of  any  such  elector  has  been  in  aqywise  nnconstitntionally  or  unlawfully 
interfered  with  ;  and  to  inquire  and  report  whether  Congress  has  any  constitutional  power, 
and  if  so  what,  and  the  extent  thereof,  in  respect  of  the  appointment  of  or  action  of  electors 
of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  or  over  returns  or  certificates  of 
votes  of  'such  electors ;  and  thut  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  employ  a  stenographer,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  11th  day  of  December  the  Senate  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved yThtLt  the  several  subcommittees  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections, 
authorized  and  instructed  by  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Edmunds  (being  Senate  Miscel- 
laneous Document  No.  ],of  this  session)  to  inquire  and  report  concerning  certain  matters 
relating  to  elections,  and  any  other  subcommittees  into  which  said  first-named  subcommit- 
tees may  be  divided,  shall  be  committees  of  the  Senate,  so  that  the  chairmen  thereof  shall 
be  authorized  to  administer  oaths  under  the  provisions  of  section  JOJ  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes. 

In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions,  and  by  virtue  of  their  appointment 
as  a  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections 
to  visit  the  State  of  Florida,  and  make  the  inquiries  contemplated  by 
the  resolutions,  the  subcommittee  left  Washington  for  Florida  on  the 
1 3th  day  of  December,  1876,  and  returned  on  the  13th  day  of  January, 
3877,  having  visited  Tallahassee,  Jacksonville,  and  Gainesville,  and  in 
the  course  of  its  labors  having  thoroughly  examined  all  returns  of  the 
election,  the  evidence  received  and  considered  by  the  State  canvassing- 
board,  having  especially  investigated  the  contested  cases  before  the 
board,  and  having  taken  the  testimony  of  four  hundred  and  forty-two 
witnesses  concerning  the  election,  the  canvassing  of  the  votes  thereof, 
the  denial  or  abridgment  of  the  right  of  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Florida  to  vote,  by  force  or  by  fraud,  and  the  other  objects  named  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

THE  STATE  ELECTION-LAW. 

The  statute  under  which  the  vote  of  the  people  of  Florida  for  presi- 
dential electors,  cast  November  7,  1876,  was  canvassed  and  declared 
was  the  statute  of  February  27, 1872,  the  fourth  ^section  of  which  is  as 
follows : 

On  the  thirty-fifth  day  after  the  holding  of  any  general  or  special  election  for  any  State 
officer,  member  of  the  lej^islature,  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or  sooner,  if  the  returns 
shall  have  been  received  from  the  several  counties  wherein  elections  shall  have  been  held, 
the  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  and  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  or  any  two 
of  them,  together  with  any  other  member  of  the  cabinet  who  nuiy  be  designated  by  them, 
shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  pursuant  to  notice  to  be  given  by  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  form  a  board  of  State  canvassers,  and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of 
said  election,  and  determine  and  declare  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  any  such  office  or 
as  such  member,  as  shown  by  such  returns.  If  any  such  returns  shall  he  shown  or  shall  <ip- 
pear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  bonrd  shall  he  unable  to  determine  the  true 
vote  for  any  such  officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not  include  such  return  in 
their  dt termination  and  declaration;  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and  file  in  his 
office  all  such  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents  and  papers  as  may  have  been  re- 
ceived by  him  or  by  said  board  of  canvassers.  The  said  board  shall  make  and  sign  a  certifi- 
cate, containiug  in  words  written  at  full  length  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  for  each 
office,  the  nuniber  of  votes  given  for  each  person  for  each  office,  and  for  member  of  the 
legislature,  and  therein  declare  the  result,  which  certificate  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of 
thf  (tecretaiy  of  state,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall 
cause  a  certified  copy  of  such  certificate  to  be  published  once  in  one  or  more  newspapers 
printed  at  the  seat  of  government. 

THE  CANVASS. 

The  State  officers  who  made  the  canvass  in  accordance  with  the  fore- 
going statute  weie  the  secretary  of  state,  Samuel  B.  McLiu,  who  was 
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elected  president  of  the  board ;  Olay t.on  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller ;  and 
William  Archer  Cocke,  the  attorney-general.  The  first  two  named  are 
republicans,  the  latter  a  democrat,  and  are  all  men  of  character  and 
good  repute. 

The  canvassing-board  commenced  its  sessions  on  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  adopted  rales  for  their  guidance,  among  which  was  the 
following : 

Second.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  opeo  the  returns  from  each  conntj,  whereupon  the 
board  will  proceed  to  examine  the  same,  and  determiue  from  the  face  thereof,  subject  to  final 
review,  whether  the  legal  formalities  and  requirements  with  respect  thereto  have  been  com- 
plied with  ;  and  upon  an  affirmative  determination  of  such  preliminary  matters,  the  chairman 
shall  announce  the  vote  of  the  county. 

The  sessions  of  the  board  were  public.  Contestants  were  allowed  to 
object  to  and  submit  evidence  against  the  returns  from  the  various 
coantles;  and  counsel,  both  local  and  from  without  the  State,  were 
allowed  to  appearand  conduct  the  trial  of  the  various  contests,  although 
oral  arguments  were  not  allowed. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  the  returns  were  opened  and  the  vote  for 
electors  announced  in  accordance  with  the  second  rule  of  the  board, 
with  the  result  that  the  Hayes  electors  had  24,337  votes,  and  the  Tilden 
electors  had  24,292  votes. 

Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  returns  and  the  announcement 
of  the  result  from  their  face,  the  board  commenced  the  hearing  of  con- 
tests under  the  statute,  receiving  evidence  and  counter-evidence  and 
written  arguments  up  to  the  evening  of  Monday,  December  4 ;  and  on 
the  moruing  of  the  6th  of  December  announced  their  official  and  final 
declaratioD,  as  appears  by  their  certificate  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
statute  aud  duly  recorded  thereby,  which  certificate  appears  of  record, 
as  follows : 

Opficb  op  Secretary  of  State, 

Tallahassee^  Fla.^  DecanberQ,  1876. 

We,  the  nDdersigned,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comp- 
troller, and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general  of  said  State,  constituting  a  hoard  of 
State  canvassers  in  and  for  said  State  of  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  on  the  twenty  seventh  day 
ef  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  proceeded  to  canvass  the  r^tnrns  of  a  general  election  held  in 
the  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  electors  of  President 
tod  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

We  do  certify  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  aforesaid,  that 
the  whole  nnniber  of  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  electors  as  aforesaid,  was  forty-tour 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twentv-seven,  (44,627,)  of  which — 

Frederick  C.  Hamphries  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine 
(23,849)  votes. 

Charles  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  (23,844) 
votes. 

William  H.  Holden  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty -eight  (23,818) 
votes. 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three  (23,843) 
votes. 

James  £.  Tonngu  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  (22,923) 
votes. 

Wilkinson  Call  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  (22,919) 
votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  (22,921) 
vot«. 

Robert  Bollock   received   twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and   nineteen  (22,919) 


Witnees  our  hands  and  seals  this  6th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 
Secretary  of  SuUe  and  ex  officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  State  Canvnssers. 

C.  A.  COWGILL, 
Comptroller  and  ex  officio  member  of  Board  ^fStat^  Canvqgsfir^^ 
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I,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregolDg  is  a  correct 
transcript  of  the  record  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  state. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  State, 
at  Tallahassee,  the  capital,  this  December  26th,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  B.  McLIN, 

Secretary  of  State, 

The  method  of  procedure  adopted  by  the  board  in  the  hearing  of  con- 
tests is  aptly  described  in  the  following  rules  of  the  board : 

Third.  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  6f  any  coanty  any  person  may  give  notice  that 
the  said  return  and  the  election  or  vote  of  said  county  or  any  precinct  thereof  will  be  con- 
tested, and  the  clerk  shall  forthwith  note  the  objection  generally. 

Fourth.  The  contestants,  subsequent  to  the  announcement  as  aforesaid  of  the  result  as  it 
appears  on  the  face  of  the  returns,,  must  file  with  the  board  brief  statements  in  writing,  giv- 
ing specifically  the  objections  proposed  to  be  made,  with  particulars  of  time,  place,  and  cir- 
cumstances, together  with  a  statement  of  the  relief  demanded. 

Fifth.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  board  has  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  or  exam- 
ination of  witnesses,  it  will  receive  in  evidence  proper  affidavits,  and  also  such  official  cer- 
tificates as  are  made  evidence  by  law,  and  may  be  otherwise  admissible.  If  either  party 
desires  to  produce  viva-voce  testimony  they  must  submit  to  the  board  a  brief  statement  in 
writing  of  the  names  and  residences  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  facts  expected  to  be  proved 
by  them,  and  the  board,  in  their  discretion,  will  allow  them  to  attend,  and  will  themselves 
examine  them ;  the  extent  to  which  this  is  done  necessarily  depending  on  the  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  board. 

Sixth.  The  affidavits  and  documentary  proof  on  each  side  shall  be  filed  with  the  board  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  shall  be  accessible  to  the  other  side  under  such 
regulations  as  the  secretary  of  state  shall  think  proper  for  the  safe-keeping  thereof. 

Seventh.  All  nootious  and  arguments  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed.  No  oral  arguments 
will  be  allowed. 

PREVIOUS  PEACTICB  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  method  of  procedure  thus  adopted  by  the  cauvassing-board,  of 
allowing  a  contest  of  the  county  return,  and  the  election  or  vote  of  any 
county  or  any  precinct  thereof,  was  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
adopted  by  the  advice  of  the  democratic  attorney-general,  who,  in  a 
previous  canvass,  in  1874,  gave  his  written  opinion  (which  will  be  found 
in  the  testimony)  to  the  board  concerning  its  powers  and  duties.  The 
following  extracts  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  subcommittee  show 
the  construction  that  has  been  put  upon  the  statute,  and  never  beeu 
controverted  until  the  submissiou  of  the  denjocratic  counsel  on  Monday 
evening,  December  4,  of  their  final  argument  in  the  case : 

Testimony  of  Samuel  B.  McLin : 

Q.  At  what  period  was  the  question  raised  before  the  board  that  you  had  no  power  to 
canvass  the  returns  in  the  manner  in  which  you  were  canvassing  them  by  taking  evidence, 
&c,;  was  that  objection  raised  at  the  start  of  your  proceedings  or  when  7 — A.  No,  sir;  it 
was  raised  (we  got  notice  of  an  injanctiou)  next  morning  about  ten  o'clock — the  morning 
after  the  canvass. 

Q.  Before  the  power  ot  the  board  was  argued  by  anybody  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a 
final  argument  made  by  one  of  the  attorneys  before  the  board  (Mr.  Bid  well,  I  believe)  that 
was  signed  by  all  the  lawyers  on  that  side. 

Q.  Was  that  at  the  opening  or  the  closing? — A.  At  the  closing. 

Q.  Had  the  lawyers  before  that  introduced  testimony  without  making  objections  to  your 
considering  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  the  closincr  argument,  in  which  they  raised  the  question  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  democratic  lawyers  was  that  if  we  took  the  ground 
that  we  had  the  right  to  exercise  judicial  power,  we  should  do  so  and  so ;  that  we  should 
throw  out  Duval  County,  and  that  we  should  throw  out  a  precinct  in  Alachua  County : 
and  that  we  should  throw  out  about  nine  hundred  votes,  I  think,  in  Jefferson  County  and 
other  places,  giving  them  a  majority  claimed  of  over  two  thousand  for  the  Tilden  electors  ; 
and  in  the  close  of  his  argument  he  made  the  point  that  we  had  no  right  to  go  behind  the 
returns.    He  made  that  point  in  his  argument  m  conclusion. 

Q.  In  ld74  had  the  board  proceeded  in  the  manner  they  did  in  the  recent  canvass  T — A. 
Ye0,  sir. 
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Q.  At  whose  sn^g^stion  wa««  th6  canTass  then  made,  and  in  what  manner?— A,  The  at- 
tomej-geiieral  bad  (n^^i^  it  as  his  opinion ;  I  believe  he  wrote  out  an  opinion. 

Q.  That  opinion  we  have.  Did  the  democratic  lawyers  coincide  at  that  time  with  him  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir :  and  contended  we  should  do  so. 

Q.  Which  party  gained  by  your  action  at  that  time  in  that  difficulty  f— A.  Well,  it  was 
coodidered  a  democratic  triumph,  but  the  canvass  did  not  canvass  in  any  democrat  specially ; 
it  was  a  side  tbey  had  espoused  in  some  two  or  three  counties,  or  a  ticket  they  had  espoused, 
tnd  it  was  consider«H]  a  triumph  on  their  part ;  they  were  very  much  interested  in  it,  and  their 
lawyers  contended  that  we  could  go  behind  the  returns. 

Q.  That  is,  in  two  or  three  counties  there  was  a  division  in  the  republican  vote,  and  the 
democrats  took  one  side  in  that  division,  and  the  side  they  took  prevailed  in  that  case  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  in  this  county,  Leon,  and  in  Jefferson  County. 

Testimony  of  Clayton  A.  Oowgill: 

Q.  What  functions  did  your  board  discharge  in  canvassing  the  returns  T — A.  In  canvass- 
ing, following  the  precedent  established  by  the  board  two  years  before,  and  acting  under  the 
sdvice  of  the  attorney-general,  who  was  a  member  ol  the  board,  we  exercised  judicial  func- 
tiuDs— that  is,  we  thought  it  was  our  power  and  our  duty  to  examine  into  the  county  returns 
and  test  their  correctness,  not  only  by  the  returns  themselves  bni  by  evidence  which  was 
presented. 

Testimony  of  William  Archer  Oocke : 

Q.  As  such  attorney-general,  are  yon  a  member  of  the  State  canvassing  board  f — A.  I 
am. 

Q.  And  yon  served  in  that  capacity  at  the  recent  election  T^A.  I  served  in  that  capacity 
ii  relation  to  the  late  election. 

Q.  Aod  also  at  any  former  election  f — A.  At  the  former  election — the  election  of  1874. 

Q.  Did  the  board  of  1874,  in  canvassing  the  returns,  go  behind  the  returns  in  any  sense  to 
sieertain  the  true  vote  f— A.  I  believe  they  did,  sir ;  bnt  I  am  not  absolutely  certain  ;  I 
tbink  there  was  a  contest  in  reference  to  the  returns  from  Jefferson  and  Leon  Counties,  and 
the  returns  from  each  county  came  before  the  circuit  court ;  and  the  difficulty  was  that  it  was 
thought  that  the  county  canvassers  had  not  sent  up  true  returns  from  some  precincts  ;  the 
circoit  court  directed  the  county  canvassers  from  some  precincts  in  Jefferson,  and  in  this 
cooDty,  to  send  up  full  copies  of  the  returns ;  those  copies  came  up,  and  the  board  acted 
ipOD  those  copies  which  it  had  gotten  through  the  intervention  of  the  court,  the  board  not 
appearing  by  counsel  or  in  any  way,  but  by  parties  outside.  My  impression  now  is  that 
tbe  board  in  1874  acted  from  these  returns  which  had  been  seal  to  the  board  through  the  ac- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  of  this  circuit. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  time  g^ve  an  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  board  in  the  canvassing  of 
tberetamsT — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  board  receive  this  opinion  in  1874  and  act  upon  it  ? — A.  They  acted  npon  it. 

Q.  Did  the  board  this  year  proceed  upon  the  same  theory — upon  your  opinion  7 — ^A.  Yea, 
•ir;  I  think  they  did.' 

It  thns  appears  that  the  coarse  of  the  canvassing-board  after  the  re- 
cent election  was  strictly  in  accordance  with  its  precedent  practice,  in- 
aogoratecl  nnder  the  written  advice  of  a  democratic  attorney-general, 
aod  at  the  instance  of  the  democratic  party ;  and  that  no  objection  was 
taken  to  such  action  until  the  board  had  nearly  completed  its  labors, 
taken  all  the  testimony,  and  heard  all  the  arguments  of  both  parties, 
flown  to  the  concluding  argument  of  the  democratic  lawyers.  The  tes- 
timony of  democratic  frauds  then  largely  preponderating,  an  attack  on 
the  jurisdictioD  of  the  board  was  made  as  a  last  expedient. 

WAS  THB  COUNT  LEGAL  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL  t 

Having  shown  that  the  practice  under  the  statute  creating  the  can- 
va^ingboard,  and  authorizing  it  to  reject  returns  appearing  or  shown 
to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  true  vote  could  not  be 
ascertained  therefrom,  has  been,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  At- 
torney-General Oocke,  to  receive  and  consider  such  documents,  papers, 
and  other  evidence  as  the  board,  in  the.executionofthestatnte,  has  seen  tit 
toregard  as  legitimate  and  sale  evidence  on  which  toact,and  upon  consider- 
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ation  of  such  evidence  either  to  reject  thecouutyretnrnsentirelyorto  reject 
so  much  of  the  same  as  has  appeared  or  been  shown  to  be  either  irregular, 
false,  or  fraudulent,  and  count  and  declare  the  true  vote,  purged  of  such 
irregularity,  falsehood,  or  fraud,  in  substantially  the  same  manner  and  to 
the  same  extent  that  would  be  done  by  a  court  in  quo  warranto^  or  by 
Congress  or  any  other  body  having  authority  to  try  the  question  of  who 
was  really  chosen  at  an  election,  let  us  inquire  whether  or  not  this 
practice,  never  until  now  challenged,  is  in  accordance  with  the  consti- 
tution and  statutes  of  Florida,  and  with  correct  legal  principles. 

The  authority  under  which  the  practice  has  arisen  is  that  of  the  ex- 
press language  of  the  Florida  statute  itself,  enacted  February  27, 1872, 
here  repeated,  as  follows : 

If  any  snch  returns  shall  be  shown  or  shall  appear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent 
that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the  true  vote  for  any  such  officer  or  member, 
they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not  include  such  return  in  their  determination  and  declara- 
tion ;  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and  file  in  his  office  all  such  returns,  together 
with  such  other  documents  and  papers  as  may  have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  Doard 
of  canvassers^ 

It  cannot  be  contended  that  this  statute  is  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  of  Florida,  (articles  and  section  1  of  article  6,)  which 
declare  that  the  powers  of  the  State  government  "  shall  be  divided  into 
three  departments — ^legislative,  executive,  and  judicial ;  and  no  person 
properly  belonging  to  one  of  the  departments  shal  1  exercise  any  of  the  func- 
tions appertaining  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  those  cases  expressly 
provided  for  by  this  constitution  ;"  and  that  '•the  judicial  power  of  the 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  circuit  court,  county  courts,  and 
justices  of  the  peace.^  That  the  powers  thus  described  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  Florida  as  judicial  cannot  be  exercised  except  by  the  courts  pro- 
vided for  in  the  constitution  must  be  admitted.  But  in  no  true  sense 
are  the  discretionary  powers  conferred  by  the  Florida  election  statute 
upon  the  State  board  of  canvassers  to  be  deemed  '*  judicial  powers '^ 
within  the  meaning  of  (hese  provisions  of  the  constitution.  Those  dis- 
cretionary powers,  for  want  of  a  more  appropriate  word,  are  sometimes 
called  '*  judicial,^  more  often  "  quasi  judicial,'^  in  order  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  mere  ministerial  powers  to  which  canvassing  boards  are, 
in  the  absence  of  express  statute  authority,  usually  confined.  But  this 
conventional  and  inaccurate  designation  of  the  powers  sometimes  in- 
trusted to  canvassing-boards  does  not  make  them  those  judicial  powers 
which  can  constitutionally  be  exercised  only  by  courts  and  judges. 
They  still  remain  powers  which  a  canvassing  tribunal,  as  a  political  body, 
may  under  statute  authority  constitutionally  exercise,  while  canvassing 
the  returns  of  an  election,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  declaring 
the  true  vote  according  to  law. 

.  That  this  power  over  the  returns  and  the  results  of  an  election  may 
be  conferred  by  the  legislature  of  Florida  upon  the  canvassing-board  is 
apparent  from  section  6,  article  14,  of  the  constitution  of  that  State, 
which  provides  as  follows : 

Sec.  6.  The  legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  ratification  of  this  constitution,  shal  1 
by  law  provide  for  the  registration,  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  ia  each  county,  of  all 
the  legally-qualified  voters  in  each  county,  and  for  the  returns  of  elections  ;  and  Hhall  also 
provide  that  after  the  completion,  from  time  to  lime,  of  such  registration,  no  person  not 
duly  registered  according  to  law  shall  be  allowed  to  vote. 

It  is  also  distinctly  asserted  by  the  supreme  court  of  Florida,  in  its 
late  decision  in  the  case  of  Drew  vs,  Stearns,  to  be  found  in  the  testi- 
mony herewith  submitted,  as  follows: 

This  is  clearly  an  express  authority  for  providing  that  "returns  of  elections"  must  be 
received,  considered,  and  passed  upon  by  such  officers  or  persons  as  might  k>e  designated 
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by  the  le^rislature.  And  the  neceAsarj  conclnsion  is  that  such  officers  may  be  authorized 
by  *iie  legislature  to  inquire  into  the  truth  or  talsiiy  of  the  returns  sent  to  them,  and  if,  upon 
soch  iuqiiiry,  they  be  satisfied  that  th«  return  does  not  show  the  vote  actually  cast  at 
the  election,  bat  that  it  states  a  falsehood  as  to  that  fact,  they  may  lay  it  aside  and  refuse  to 
coont  the  retorn,  as  is  provided  in  the  act  of  1872. 

Although  the  powers  and  duties  of  canvassing-boards  are  in  general 
ministerial  only,  yet  it  la  clear  that  where  State  statutes  ''expressly  con- 
fer opon  a  board  of  cauvassing-officers  the  power  to  revise  the  returns 
of  au  election,  to  take  proofs,  and  in  their  discretion  to  reject  such 
votes  as  they  de^m  illegal,"  such  statutes  are  not  unconstitutional.  (Mc- 
Crary  on  Elect.,  86.  See,  also,  the  reports  in  the  contested-election 
cases  of  Giddings  vs.  Clark,  Forty-second  Congress,  and  Norris  vs. 
Handlay,  ibid,) 

It  may  also  be  remarked  that,  so  far  as  the  presidential  electors  are 
concerned,  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  statute  of  Florida,  if  it  gives 
judicial  powers  to  the  canvassing-board,  is  or  not  constitutional.  The 
electors  are,  by  the  United  States  Constitution,  to  be  appointed  as  the 
State  legislatures  may  determine,  and  it  is  immaterial  in  so  determin- 
ing whether  the  statute  authorizing  the  appointment  conforms  in  all  re- 
spects to  the  provisions  of  the  State  constitution  as  to  State  elections. 

COTJLD  THE  BOARD  SEEK  FOB  THE  TEUE  VOTE? 

The  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  February  27, 1872,  being  thus  ad- 
mitted, the  only  remaining  question  as  to  the  legality  of  the  practice 
to  which  the  State  canvassing-board  recently  conformed  in  counting 
and  declaring  the  vote  of  presidential  electors,  is  a  minor  one,  whether 
the  true  construction  of  the  act  requires  the  board,  upon  its  being 
shown  to  its  satisfaction  that  a  return  is  so  ^Mrregular,  false,  or  fraud- 
ulent that  the  true  vote  cannot  be  ascertained,"  in  every  such  case 
to  reject  the  county  return  in  toto;  or  whether  it  is  authorized  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  the  irregularity,  falsity,  and  fraud,  and  to  reject  so 
much  of  the  vote  evidenced  by  the  return  as  is  irregular,  false,  or  fraud- 
ulent, and  no  more,  and  to  include  the  true  vote  which  remains  as  a 
part  of  its  declaration  and  determination.  However  this  question  may 
be  decided,  it  merely  changes  the  figures  of  the  majority  for  the  Hayes 
electors,  leaving  a  majority  in  any  case.  Although  decided  in  favor  of 
the  power,  that  majority  is,  as  stated  by  the  canvassing  board,  930. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Florida,  in  the  opinion  just  cited, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  in  such  case  the  county  return  must  be  re- 
jected entirely.  In  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  doctrine  that  the 
retam  may  be  rejected  in  part  and  counted  in  part,  is  the  true  principle, 
unless  the  statute  clearly  provides  otherwise. 

In  the  first  place,  with  reference  to  this  opinion  of  the  supreme  court, 
it  is  to  be  remarked  that  it  is  the  very  first  enunciation  of  the  doctrine 
therein  expressed.  Up  to  the  time  of  this  decision,  as  has  been  seen, 
no  such  principle  had  either  been  contended  for  or  announced  anywhere 
by  any  lawyer,  party,  or  court  in  the  State  of  Florida.  So  far  as  the 
ca«eof  Si^te  ex  rel.  Bloxham  r*.  Board  State  Canvassers  (13  Florida,73) 
is  aathority  for  defining  the  duties  and  functions  of  the  canvassing-board 
as  ministerial  only  and  confined  to  the  face  of  the  returns,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient answer  that  this  decision  was  rendered  in  1871,  before  the  passage 
of  the  statute  now  under  consideration  which  gave  authority  to  the 
board  to  investigate  into  irregularity,  falsity,  or  fraud  in  an  election,  in 
wler  to  ascertain  the  true  vote. 

It  is  to  be  further  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  recent  opinion  of  the 
court,  that  it  can  have  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  title  of  the  Hayes 
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electors,  because  it  was  rendered  in  a  suit  between  George  F.  Drew, 
democratic  candidate,  and  Marcellus  L.  Stearns,  republican  candidate 
for  governor,  brought  after  the  vote  for  presidential  electors  had  been 
canvassed,  the  result  declared  and  duly  certified,  and  the  electors  had 
fully  performed  their  functions,  and  were  again  only  citizens.  The 
opinion,  furthermore,  was  expressly  confined  by  the  court  to  the  guber- 
natorial contest;  so  that  in  no  point  of  view,  in  discussing  the  title  of 
the  electors,  can  it  be  considered  as  entitled  to  any  more  weight  than 
the  opinion  of  any  other  lawyers.  In  the  opinion  of  this  committee  it 
is  a  narrow  and  incorrect  construction  of  the  statute. 

The  statute  was  carefully  framed  and  deliberately  passed  in  order  to 
enable  the  canvassing-board  to  ascertain  the  true  vote  of  the  people  at 
an  election,  and  to  avoid  the  enrollment  and  perpetuation  in  the  decla- 
ration and  determination  by  the  canvassing-board  of  irregularity,  fal- 
sity, or  fraud  connected  with  the  election,  and  also  to  prevent  the  party 
seeking  to  profit  by  such  means  from  having  the  advantage  of  a  prima- 
facie  case,  and  perhap3  installment  in  office,  where  these  would  be 
founded  on  flagrant  wrongs. 

A  REMEDIAL  STATUTE  SHOULD  BE  CONSTRUED  LIBERALLY. 

It  is  a  correct  principle  of  law  that  a  remedial  statute  of  this  nature 
is  not  to  be  construed  strictly,  but  liberally  and  beneficially,  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  evident  purpose  and  intention  of  the  legislature  in  enact- 
ing it. 

"  A  statute  wbicb  conceTDS  the  pnblic  good  ought  to  be  coDstraed  liberal! j."  '^Astatnte 
made  pro  bono  puUieo  sball  be  construed  in  such  manner  tbat  it  maj,  as  far  as  possible,  at- 
tain the  end  proposed." 

"A  remedial  statute  ought  to  be  construed  liberally."  *'  Such  construction  ought  to  be 
put  upon  a  remedial  statute  as  will  tend  to  suppress  th^  mischief  intended  to  be  remedied.'* 
*'A  statute  made  for  the  suppression  of  a  fraud,  or  to  give  a  more  speed j  remedy  for  a  right, 
ought  to  be  construed  liberally,  because  such  construction  is  for  the  furtherance  of  justice." 
*'  ft  is  the  duty  of  judges  to  put  such  construction  upon  a  statute  as  may  redress  the  mis- 
chief, guard  against  all  subtle  inventions  and  evasions  for  the  continuance  of  the  mischief 
pro  primto  co'mmodo,  and  give  life  and  strength  to  the  remedy  pro  bonopublico,  according  to 
the  true  intent  of  the  makers  of  the  law." 

This  language  of  Bacon's  Abridgment,  Stat.  7,  8,  is  amply  sustained 
by  modern  authorities.  (See  White  r«.  The  Mary  Ann,  6  Gal.,  462; 
Wolcott  V8.  Pond,  19  Conn,  697 ;  Fox  vs.  Sloo,  10  La.  An.,  11 ;  Arceneau 
V8.  Benoit,  21  La.  An.,  673;  Burgett  vs.  Burgett,  Hammond,  Ohio,  219 ; 
Sharpe  vs.  Mayor,  31  Barb.,  672 ;  Weed  vs.  Tucker,  19  N.  Y.,  433 ;  Sedg- 
wick on  Stat,  and  Cons.  Law,  308-316.) 

That,  in  the  execution  of  the  beneficial  Florida  statute,  enacted  pro 
bono  publico,  to  prevent  election-frauds,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature that  the  board  should  go  beyond  the  returns  themselves,  and 
receive,  consider,  and  act  upon  evidence  aliunde,  is  apparent  from  the 
use  of  the  language,  '^  if  any  such  return  shall  be  shown,  or  shall  appear, 
to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent,"  &c.  This  authority  to  receive 
evidence,  thus  explicitly  conferred  upon  the  board,  with  no  limitation 
as  to  the  kind  or  quantity  of  evidence  that  they  should  receive,  confers 
upon  it  the  power  to  admit  and  act  upon  such  evidence  as  it  shall,  in 
its  own  uncontrolled  discretion,  see  fit  to  receive.  But  the  statute  care- 
fully provides  that  "  the  secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and  tile  in  his 
office  all  such  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents  and  papers 
as  may  have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  board  of  canvassers,"  so 
that  the  facts  upon  which  the  State  board  based  its  decision  shall  be 
permanently  recorded. 
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The  right,  upon  endeDce  produced  and  preserved,  to  ascertain  irregu- 
larity, falsehood,  and  fraud,  whether  existing  upon  the  face  of  the  re- 
tprn  or  by  reason  of  facts  shown,  being  explicitly  conferred  upon  the 
board,  it  is,  however,  an  unreasonable  and  absurd  construction  of  the 
statute  to  insist  that,  upon  finding  any  irregularity,  falsity,  or  fraud, 
however  minute,  the  board  must  necessarily  reject  th'e  whole  county 
vote.  Such  position  is  not  only  wholly  uusustained  by,  but  directly 
eoDtrary  to,  the  authorities  in  analogous  cases  wherever  the  Jurisdiction 
to  ascertain  and  eliminate  and  reject  fraud  in  an  election  exists. 

**  The  power  to  reject  an  entire  poll  is  certainly  a  danf^erons  power,  and  although  it 
belongs  to  whatever  tribunal  has  Jarisdiction  to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  a  contested 
ekcUon,  it  should  be  exercised  only  in  an  extreme  case ;  that  is  to  say.  a  csae  where  it 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  reasonable  certainty  the  true  vote."  (McCrary  on  Elec- 
tions. 86C.303.) 

"  Uodoobtedly  the  general  rule  is  that  if  legal  Totes  have  been  cast  in  good  faith  by 
honest  electors,  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  court  or  tribunal  trying  a  eoutest  to  ascertain 
their  nnmber  and  give  them  due  effect,  notwithstanding  misconduct  or  even  fraud  on 
the  part  of  the  election  officers.  Such  fraud  or  misconduct  may  destroy  the  value  of 
the  officer's  certificate,  and  may  subject  him  to  severe  punishnoent,  but  the  innocent 
Toter  should  not  suffer  on  that  account  if  by  any  means  his  rights  can  be  upheld.** 
(McCrary,  sec 304:  People  M.Cook.  8  New  York,  67;  Br.  El.,  440.) 

**  If  it  appear  that  illegal  votes  have  been  admitted,  it  is  the  6rst  duty  of  the  tribunal 
tijing  the  contest  to  purge  the  poll  of  such  illegal  votes,  if  there  is  evidence  upon 
vhicn  this  can  be  done,  and  effect  should  be  given  to  the  majority  of  the  good  votes.'* 
(McCrary,  sec  305 ;  Brightly's  £1.,  256,  Cbadwick  vs.  Melvin ;  Brightly,  493,  Littletieid 
C(.6r«en.) 

THE  FINDING  OP  THE  BOAED  CONCLUSIVE. 

Bat  whatever  may  be  thought  as  to  the  precise  principles  and  modes 
of  action  which  should  govern  the  Florida  canvassing-board  in  ascer- 
taiDJDg  and  declaring  the  result  of  a  general  election,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  board  was  created  by  competent  legislative  authority, 
with  jurisdiction  to  ascertain,  declare,  and  certify,  in  due  form,  the  result 
ot  the  election,  and  that  in  this  case  it  did  certify  that  the  Hayes  elect- 
ors had  been  chosen  by  nine  hundred  and  thirty  majority.  This  decla- 
ration,  having  been  made  by  a  tribuual  haviug  unquestioned  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject-matter,  is  conclusive,  and  it  has  not  been  and  cannot 
be  reviewed,  revised,  or  reversed  by  any  power  anywhere  existing. 

CANNOT  BE  REVERSED  BY  RECANVASS. 

1.  It  cannot  be  reversed  by  any  authority  proceeding  from  the  State 
of  Florida.  It  cannot  be  reversed  by  a  recanvass  of  the  votes.  No 
recaDvass  has  been  attempted  to  be  procured  or  directed  ezcept  aa  to 
the  vote  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  the  votes  for  which  officer  were 
eanvassed  at  the  same  time  with  those  for  presidential  electors.  The 
KQpreme  court,  in  the  decision  already  alluded  to,  directed  a  recanvass 
by  the  board  of  the  vote  for  governor,  and  the  result  of  such  recanvass 
under  protest,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  court  directing  the 
board  not  to  go  behind  the  face  of  the  returns,  was  that  the  board  de- 
dared  George  F.  Drew  received  24,179,  and  Marcellus  Li.  Stearns  re- 
<^ived  23,984  votes.  But,  to  av,oid  any  unfavorable  inferences  as  to 
wbat  a  recanvass,  if  the  same  had  been  possible,  of  the  elctoral  vote 
wonld  have  resulted  in,  the  board  certified  that  a  re-examination  of  the 
votes  for  electors,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  would  show 
tiiatthe  highest  republican  elector  received  24,215  votes,  and  the  highest 
<lemocratic  elector  received  24,004  votes,  making  211  majority.  Tiiis 
fiutliug  is  supported  by  the  testimony  taken  by  the  suocommittee,   XU<i 
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Hayes  electoral  ticket  ran  that  much  ahead  of  the  republican  State  ticket 
So  that  this  compulsory  recauvassof  the  vote  for  governor  has  no  bear- 
ing, either  moral  or  otherwise,  upon  the  prior  canvass  of  the  vote  for 
presidential  electors. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  the  recanvass  for  governor  ordered  by 
the  court  was  illegal  and  usurpatory.  The  board,  having  once  performed 
its  functions,  declared  the  result  of  the  election,  and  made  and  recorded 
its  certificate  in  accordance  with  the  statute,  was  not  competent  to  make 
another  canvass,  nor  was  it  competent  for  the  court  to  order  it  to  do  so. 
The  authorities  on  this  point  are  uniform  and  conclusive. 

A  canvassing- board,  having  once  canvassed  the  returns  of  an  election 
and  deliberately  declared  the  result,  is  functus  officio  and  cannot  recan- 
vass and  declare  a  different  result,  nor  will  any  court  authorize  or  com- 
pel it  to  do  so.  (See  Magee  vs.  Supervisors,  10  Cal.,  376;  Arberry  vs. 
Beavers,  6  Texas,  457  ;  People  vs.  Supervisors,  12  Barb.,  217  ;  Morgan 
vs.  Quackenbush,  22  N.  Y.,  72;  Bowen  vs,  Hixon,45  Missouri,  350;  State 
vs.  Dunniworth,  21  Ohio,  216;  Gooding  vs.  Wilson,  42d  Congress;  Mc- 
Crary  on  Elections,  sees.  85,  93,  105,  335.) 

The  decision  in  the  case  of  State  ex  rel.  Bloxam  vs.  State  Board  of 
Canvassers,  (13  Florida,  55,)  is  notuecessarily  in  conflict  with  the  above 
authorities.  In  that  case  the  court  held  that  the  cauvassingboard, 
having  omitted  to  consider  as  seasonably  before  it  returns  from  several 
counties  actually  before  it,  must  reassemble  and  canvass  the  whole  re- 
turns. This  decision  might  possibly  be  sustained  on  the  ground  that  a 
canvass  .of  only  part  of  the  counties  was  no  canvass,  and  that  therefore 
the  board  could  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  it  had  not  done  at  all. 
But  when,  as  in  the  present  case,  a  board  had  canvassed  and  passed 
upon  all  the  returns  from  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  and  made  its  de- 
cision and  declaration,  and  executed  the  statutory  certificate  thereof,  it 
becii^me  functus  officio,  and  could  neither  convene  itself  nor  be  compelled 
to  reconvene  by  any  power. 

In  the  testimony  will  be  found  what  purports  to  be  a  recauvassof  the 
returns  for  presidential  electors  made  by  the  new  State  officers,  under 
the  direction  of  the  new  legislature  of  the  State.  This  proceeding  is 
utterly  preposterous  and  unwarranted.  The  lawful  cauvassingboard. 
acting  under  the  statute,  declared  the  Hayes  electors  to  be  chosen,  ana 
Stearns  to  be  reelected  governor.  The  supreme  court  erroneously  com- 
pelled the  cauvassingboard  to  reconvene,  and  under  its  directions  de- 
clare that  Governor  Stearns  was  not  re-elected,  but  that  George  L.  Drew 
was  elected  his  successor,  and  the  latter  was  inaugurated  January  2. 
Thereupon  he  ousted  the  old  canvassing- board  by  appointing  different 
persons  to  be  secretary,  comptroller,  and  attoruey-geueral  of  the  State; 
and  these  latter  persons,  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature,  have 
undertaken  to  recanvass  the  votes  for  presidential  electors,  which  offi- 
cers were,  Deceml)er  6,  declared  elected  by  a  prior  board,  and  on  that 
day  performed  all  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  became  thereafter  only 
private  citizens.  Such  a  pretended  canvass  is  nothing  more  than  a  par- 
tisan declaration  of  persons  having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  and 
entitled  to  no  consideration. 

The  same  suggestions  apply  to  the  attempt  by  legislative  declaratioa 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Florida  legislature  to  declare  that  the  Hayes 
electors  were  not  chosen,  but  that  the  Tilden  electors  were  chosen.  The 
legislature  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever  on  the  subject.  It  was  itself 
canvassed  into  office  by  the  very  c^invassin g- board  whose  declaration  of 
the  result  of  the  presidential  vote  it  now  undertakes  to  overturn  by  a 
futile  legislative  declaration.    It  is  only  necessary  on  this  point  to  cite 
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the  case  where  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  elected  a  Senator,  and 
afterward  undertook  to  reconsider  its  action  and  elect  another  person. 
It  was  held  that  the  moment  the  original  result  was  declared,  and  the 
certificate  of  election  signed,  jurisdiction  passed  from  the  State  legisla- 
ture to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  (See  McCrary  on  Elections, 
section  161.) 

CANNOT  BE  BEACHED  BY    QUO  WAEBANTO. 

2.  As  the  decision  of  the  canvassing-board  that  the  Hayes  electors 
were  chosen  cannot  be  reversed  by  a  recanvass,  neither  can  the  title  of 
the  electors  be  impaired  upon  proceedings  of  qtw  warranto.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding to  try  the  title  to  an  office  cannot  take  place  except  when  the 
defendants  are  officers  or  acting  officers.  If  they  have  already  acted 
and  ceased  to  be  officers,  and  are  only  citizens,  the  action,  by  the  weights 
of  authorities,  will  not  lie.  (See  State  vs.  Jacobs,  17  Ohio,  143;  Morris 
vs.  Underwood,  19  Georgia,  559;  People  vs.  Sweeting,  2  John.,  183; 
Commonwealth  vs.  Atheru,  3  Mass.,  285 ;  Commonwealth  vs.  Reigart,  14 
Serg.  and  Hawle,  216.) 

It  is  no  argument  that  the  writ  of  quo  warranto  must  lie  in  this  case, 
after  the  electors  have  acted  aud  their  functions  have  ceased,  for  the 
reason  that  there  was  not  time  for  such  proceedings  between  the  dec- 
laration of  their  election  and  their  action.  Electors  being  api>ointed 
in  such  manuer  as  the  State  legislature  may  direct,  it  might  perhaps 
have  provided  by  appropriate  legislation  for  a  seasonable  count  and 
declaration  of  the  votes,  and  for  prompt  proceedings  by  quo  warranto 
to  test  the  legality  of  their  ^declared  election  before  the  meeting  of  the 
electors  to  cast  their  votes.  But  if  the  legislature  has  not  made  such 
provision  for  proceedings  prior  to  their  execution  of  their  offices,  this 
omission  doe^  not  create  authority  for  trying  the  title  of  the  electors 
after  their  office  has  expired.  The  want  of  titoe  for  an  authorized  pro- 
ceeding is  no  sufficient  reason  for  an  unauthorizeil  proceeding. 

But  even  if  proceedings  of  quo  warranto  would  be  legal  after  the  elec- 
tors have  acted,  no  help  is  likely  to  be  obtained  from  the  result  of  such 
litigation  in  the  present  case.  An  illegal  proceeding  of  this  nature  is 
BOW  pending  before  Judge  White,  one  of  the  circuit  judges  of  Florida, 
Iffooght  by  the  four  democratic  candidates  for  electors  against  the  four 
republicans  who  were,  but  are  not  now,  the  actnal  electors.  If  this  pro- 
ceeding is  not  dismissed  at  some  stage,  as  it  should  be,  for  entire  want 
of  juri^iction  to  try  the  question  after  the  electors  are  out  of  office,  it  can 
only  oome  to  a  decision  upon  the  merits  after  an  investigation  aud 
trial  of  all  the  facts  of  the  election  in  nil  the  contested  counties.  It 
i«  also  subject  to  appeal  from  Judge  White  to  the  supreme  court  of 
Florida,  and  from  that  court  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ; 
aod  long  before  any  final  decision  can  be  reached  the  presidential  count 
will  he  ended. 

CANNOT  BE  BEYEBSEB  BY  OONaRESS. 

3.  If  the  declaration  of  the  result  of  the  election  of  presidential  elec- 
tors in  Florida  made  by  the  State  tribunal  authorized  by  the  legislature 
to  make  such  declaration  cannot  be  reversed  by  any  authority  proceed- 
ing ftx)m  the  State  of  Florida,  neither  can  it  be  reversed  by  Congress. 

The  constitutional  provision,  section  1,  article  2,  is,  ^'  that  each  State 
*ba]l  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof  shall  direct,  a 
number  of  electors  equal,"  &c.    It  is  not  pretended  by  any  one  that  the 
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President  of  the  Senate,  or  Congress,  in  counting  the  electoral  vote,  can 
do  more  than  merely  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  electors  have  been 
appointed  within  each  State  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  legislature 
thereof;  and  in  the  present  case,  if  Congress  shall  find  that  the  result 
or  the  late  election  was  ascertained  and  declared  by  the  proper  tribunal, 
cfH^ated  for  that  purpose  and  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  make  the 
declaration,  that  declaration  and  decision  by  such  tribunal  having  juris- 
diction over  the  subject-matter  is  final  and  conclusive  upon  Congress, 
and  cannot  be  reviewed,  revised,  or  reversed. 

It  does  appear  that  the  cauvassingboard  of  the  State  of  Florida,  duly 
authorized  by  the  legislature,  canvassed  the  result  of  the  election,  and 
declared  and  certified  that  the  Hayes  electors  were  chosen,  which  result 
appearing  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  he  issued  certificates  to  the 
electors  so  declared  chosen,  and  they  proceeded  to  perform  their  func- 
tions. Beyond  this  authorized  decision  and  declaration  of  the  proper 
State  tribunal,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  neither  the  President  of 
the  Senate  nor  Congress  can  go. 

CONGRESS  CAN  GO  BEHIND  MERE  MINISTERIAL  CERTIFICATE. 

In  stating  this  doctrine,  that  neither  the  President  of  the  Senate  nor 
Congress  has  the  right,  in  counting  the  electoral  vote  from  any  State, 
to  go  beyond  the  decision  of  that  tribunal  authorized  by  the  State  legis- 
lature to  ascertain  and  declare  the  result  of  the  vote  of  the  people  of 
the  State  for  electors,  it  is  not  meant  to  assert  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  or  Congress  cannot  go  behind  the  mere  ministerial  certificate  of 
the  governor.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  give  a  certificate  to  the 
electors  chosen  in  the  manner  the  legislature  may  have  appointed,  and 
declared  to  be  so  chosen  by  the  tribunal  authorized  by  the  legislature 
to  make  such  declaration.  But  if  the  governor  is,  by  the  State  statute, 
not  a  member  of  such  tribunal,  his  certificate  is  as  purely  ministerial  as 
that  of  the  clerk  of  a  court  certifying  a  copy  of  a  judgment  It  ia  a 
valid  certificate  if  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  facts  appearing  upon  the 
record.    It  is  utterly  invalid  and  worthless  if  contrary  to  those  tacts. 

Therefore  the  President  of  the  Senat.e,  or  Congress,  in  canvassing  the 
electoral  votes,  even  ministerially,  and  with  no  authority  to  go  l>eyoud 
the  declaration  of  the  election  made  by  the  State  tribuual  authorized  to 
decide  the  result  of  the  election,  may  look  beyond  the  mere  ministerial 
certificate  of  the  executive  who  has  been  authorized  to  decide  nothing, 
and  whose  certificate  is  of  no  value  or  binding  force  unless  correctly 
and  truthfully  issued  in  accordance  with  the  legally-declared  election. 

This  distinction,  which  enables  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  Con- 
gress to  go  behind  the  mere  ministerial  certificate  of  the  governor  of  the 
State,  but  yet  prohibits  them  from  going  behind  the  declaration  as  to 
the  result  of  the  election  duly  made  by  the  proper  State  tribunal  author- 
ized to  make  such  declaration,  although  technical,  is  as  clear  and  dis- 
tinct, and  founded  upon  principles  of  law  as  sound  and  wise,  as  those 
which  allow  any  tribunal  to  go  behind  a  clerk's  merely  ministerial  cer- 
tificate purporting  to  verify  the  result  of  a  verdict  or  judgment  in  court, 
without  allowing  it  to  go  beyond  the  true  record  of  the  verdict  or  judg- 
ment itself. 

IF  CONGRESS  CAN  REVERSE  ACTION  OP  BOARD,  IT  MUST  GO  TO  TDE 
BOTTOM  OF  THE  POLL. 

If,  however,  it  could  be  held  that  there  exists  in  Congress,  to  be 
exercised  by  the  two  bouses,  or  by  some  tribunal  by  them  created,  the 
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ri^ht  to  canvass  the  presidential  vote,  not  merely  ministerially,  but 
with  gtM^  judicial  powers;  to  not  only  ascertain  that  the  proper  State 
authorities  aathoiized  to  canvass  the  vote  and  declare  and  certify  the 
same  have  declared  the  election  of  the  electors  whose  votes  are  pro- 
posed to  be  counted,  but  also  with  power  to  revise,  review,  and  alter  the 
result  thus  reached  by  the  State  canvassing  authorities,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  national  canvassers  could  not  stop  short  of  going  to  the  very 
bottom  of  the  polls  and  ascertaining  the  true  vote  at  the  election.  If 
they  should  go  beyond  the  declaration  of  the  proper  State  canvassing- 
board  at  all,  they  could  not  stop  at  the  county  returns.  They  could  not 
avoid  throwing  out  illegal  votes  or  polls  required  by  the  State  statute. 
They  would  have  to  go  as  far  as  a  court  would  go  on  quo  warranto^  or  as 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  would  in  trying  a  contest  con- 
cerning one  of  its  members.  This  view  of  the  law  would  require  the 
national  canvassers  to  retry  the  whole  of  the  facts  of  the  election  in  each 
contested  State,  which  could  not  possibly  be  accomplished  within  the 
time  limited ;  and  thus  the  absurdity  of  any  attempt  to  go  beyond  the 
declaration  of  the  proper  State  officers  is  further  demonstrated. 

If,  however,  such  attempt  were  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  Florida,  the 
result  would  be  the  demonstration  that  the  Hayes  electors  were  hon- 
estly chosen  by  a  larger  majority  even  than  that  of  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  declared  by  the  State  board,  as  the  evidence  submitted  to  that 
board  while  engaged  in  the  trying  of  contests  under  the  statute  here- 
with submitted,  together  with  additional  evidence  taken  by  the  subcom- 
mittee, which  win  now  be  considered,  most  abundantly  shows. 

Alachua  County. — ^In  Alachua  County  an  earnest  attempt  was 
made  by  the  democrats  to  throw  out  the  vote  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2, 
on  the  ground  of  alleged  frauds.  Failing  in  this  before  the  county  can- 
vassers, the  matter  was  transferred  to  the  State  capital,  and  the  State 
canvassing-board  was  urged  to  throw  out  the  precinct,  or  else  deduct 
219  votes  from  the  republican  vote.  There  has  been  much  heat  over 
this  precinct,  and  gross  misrepresentations  in  regard  to  it  at  the  expense 
i^the  republicans.  The  committee  are  convinced  that,  so  far  from  there 
having  been  a  republican  fraud  committed  at  Archer  No.  2,  there  is 
grave  reason  to  believe  that  a  gross  democratic  fraud  was  committed  at 
that  poll.  The  returns  from  Archer  No.  2  gave  399  votes  to  the  repub- 
lican electors  and  136  to  the  democratic  electors,  there  being  535  names 
on  the  poll-list  and  537  ballots  found  in  the  box,  two  being  found  folded 
together  and  therefore  thrown  out. 

The  return  was  attacked  on  the  ground  that  one  Samuel  J.  Fleming 
had  kept  a  list  of  names  of  the  voters  as  they  cast  their  ballots,  and  said 
]i8t  only  contained  305  names.  Another,  S.  C.  Tucker,  claimed  that  he 
was  present  at  the  canvassing  of  the  vote  and  announcement  of  the 
result,  and  that  there  were  only  316  votes  cast,  of  which  the  republican 
candidates  received  180  and  the  democratic  candidates  136.  It  was 
shown,  however,  that  Fleming  was  not  steadily  present  during  the  day ; 
and  two  of  the  oflBcers  of  the  election,  B.  H.  Black,  inspector,  and  T.  H. 
Vance,  clerk — the  only  two  who  could  read  and  write  with  facility — tes- 
tified that  the  poll-lists  and  ballots  corresponded,  as  heretofore  stated, 
with  the  exception  of  the  double  ballot  r^ected  and  destroyed ;  that 
the  announcement  of  535  votes — 399  republican  and  136  democratic — 
▼as  made  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  count,  and  the  returns 
signed  by  themselves,  and  one  of  the  others  who  could  write,  an<i  by  the 
other  by  tonch  of  the  pen  in  making  his  mark ;  and  all  the  ballots  were 
pnt  into  the  box  with  the  registration  lists  and  oaths  of  office  of  the 
inspectors  and  clerk,  filling  it  full,  the  box  locked  and  sealed^  and  so 
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returned  to  the  clerk's  office  the  next  morning  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock.  The  returns  and  poU-lis's  were  returned  at  the  same  time.  A 
number  of  witnesses  testified  that  they  were  present  when  the  vot^  was 
announced  as  being  535—399  republican  and  136  democratic. 

Irving  G.  Webster,  county  clerk,  in  his  testimony,  corroborated  that 
of  the  other  witnesses  in  regard  to  the  receipt  of  the  returns  and  the 
ballot-box  at  bis  office;  also  testified  that  the  court-house  in  which  is 
his  office  is  an  insecure  building,  into  which  any  one  can  intrude  at  will 
through  the  loose  shutters  and  yielding  fastenings ;  that  it  was  guarded 
the  nights  succeeding  the  election  by  democrats,  to  keep,  as  they  said, 
any  one  from  interfering  jsvith  the  ballot-boxes,  which  gave  them  and 
deprived  everybody  else  of  access  to  the  boxes ;  that  the  seals  on  the 
box  were  unbroken,  but  that  the  lid  was  loose  enough  to  run  a  pen- 
holder under  it ;  that  he  did  not  notice  anything  else  the  matter  with  it 
at  the  time,  but  when  it  was  produced  before  the  House  committee  it 
was  discovered  that  the  screws  had  been  loosened  in  the  lid,  so  that  this 
could  be  raised  without  being  unlocked. 

When  the  democrats  appeared  at  the  county  canvass  and  charged 
frauds  at  Archer  No.  2,  the  box  was  opened  and  found  to  contain  only 
277  tickets,  being  39  less  than  the  democrats  acknowledged  there  should 
have  been. 

Green  R,  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  the  other  inspectors  at  this  poll, 
had  made  two  sets  of  affidavits  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  the  former 
had  insisted  that  he  had  received  a  bribe,  so  that  their  value  as  wit- 
nesses was  very  slight.  Add  to  that,  Duke  is  an  intensely  stupid  per- 
son, leaving  a  doubt  if  he  knew  the  meaning  of  his  own  testimony,  or 
had  any  recollection  of  his  own  acts  concerning  the  election.  As  the 
only  method  of  determining  the  truth,  with  conflicting  statements  of 
Fleming  and  Tucker  on  one  side,  and  Black  and  Vance  and  some  others 
on  the  other;  the  first  claiming  that  there  were  only  180  republican 
votes,  and  the  latter  that  there  were  399  such  votes,  the  committee  un- 
dertook to  verify  the  vote  actually  cast  by  the  testimony  of  the  voters. 
This  was  difficult  to  accomplish,  as  (ftrectly  after  tlie  election  many  of 
tJie  colored  voters  scattered  off  for  employment,  the  crops  having  been 
gathered.  But  it  was  proved  by  the  individual  voters  that  321  republi- 
can votes  were  cast  at  that  poll,  where  only  180  were  conceded  by  the 
democrats,  and  more  votes  than  Fleming's  list  contained,  showing  the 
comparative  unreliability  of  that  list.  A  considerable  number  of  others, 
who  were  working  at  distant  points,  and  were  alleged  to  have  voted, 
eould  have  been  obtained  if  the  committee  had  remained  to  await  their 
attendance. 

An  analysis  of  the  names  of  persons  who  swore  before  us  that  they 
vote<l  the  republican  ticket  at  this  poll,  shows,  further,  that  217  of  these 
voters  only  are  on  Fleming's  list ;  that  104  of  the  republican  voters  es- 
caped his  notice  entirely  ;  and  the  names  he  further  confesses  to  have 
voted  there  cover  the  republican  voters  that  the  committee  did  not  have 
time  to  call  before  them,  readily  making  up  their  vote  to  the  full  claim 
of  399,  and  leaving  no  room  for  a  claim  of  136  democratic  votes.  That 
the  poll-list  bad  been  badly  tampered  with  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
58  of  those  whom  Fleming  says  voted  are  not  on  the  poll-list,  and  43  of 
those  who  swore  they  voted  are  on  the  poll  list  but  not  on  Fleming's 
list.  Taking  the  testimony  together,  in  connection  with  Fleming's  ad- 
missions, it  appears  that  the  republican  majority  was  280,  even  out  of 
the  316  votes  allowed  to  have  been  cast  by  the  democrats.  Where, 
then,  did  the  democratic  136  votes  come  from  I  It  is  apparent  from  all 
circumstances  that  they  were  not  cast — they  were  mostly  fraudulent. 
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In  18/2  the  democratic  vote  in  Archer  (where  there  was  then  bat  one 
poll)  was  44,  and  in  1874  it  was  only  25.  At  the  late  election  there 
were  two  polls,  and  nearly  all  the  whites  voted  at  poll  No.  1,  where  the 
deoQocratic  vote  was  returned  as  98  and  the  republican  as  54.  This 
would  show  an  increase  of  209  democratic  votes  in  the  precinct  in  the 
last  two  years,  which  was  impossible,  as  we  shall  show.  The  republican 
majority  in  1874  in  the  whole  precinct  was  268;  at  the  late  election  it 
was  only  239.  Their  whole  vote  in  1874  was  293 ;  at  the  late  election, 
453,"  a  natural  increase,  for  it  was  shown  by  the  testimony  that  two  other 
precincts,  mostly  settled  by  colored  people,  had  been  discontinued,  and 
the  voters  had  gone  to  Archer  as  the  nearest  point.  It  was  shown, 
also,  that  there  has  been  a  very  large  increase  in  the  colored  population 
of  that  part  of  the  county  on  account  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  Government  land  there  snbject  to  entry,  and  which  is 
bein^  taken  up  rapidly  by  colored  people  who  are  unable  to  buy  land  in 
other  counties.  It  was  shown  that  there  were  four  republican  campaign 
clabs  within  the  limits  of  the  precinct,  containing  a  membership  of  oveir 
450  persons. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  democratic  witnesses  that  there  has  been  but 
a  slight  increase  in  the  white  population  within  the  last  two  years.  No 
one  of  the  democratic  witnesses  claimed  that  there  were  more  than 
twenty-five  colored  democrats  in  the  whole  precinct,  and  almost  that 
namber  voted  at  poll  No.  1,  if  there  were  98  democratic  votes  there, 
as  only  79  of  the  152  voters  at  that  poll  were  white,  and  some  of  these 
were  republicans.  Further,  the  democratic  witnesses  utterly  broke  down 
as  soon  as  called  upon  to  name  the  democrats  who  voted  at  poll  No.  2. 
They  did  not  identify  a  dozen,  and  no  one  in  behalf  of  that  paity  under- 
took to  verify  the  democratic  vote  as  the  republican  vote  was  verified. 
The  committee  took  pains  to  verify  the  republican  vote  at  Archer  No.  1, 
and  had  the  voters  before  them  for  that  purpose,  to  ascertain  if  there 
had  been  a  duplication  of  republican  votes  at  the  two  polls.  The  result 
showed  that  the  vote  at  No.  1  was  as  claimed,  and  did  not  duplicate 
I5o.  2  poll.  From  these  considerations  it  seemed  evident  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  republican  vote  of  the  two  polls  of  Archer  was  correctly 
returned  at  453,  there  being,  probably,  more  than  that  number  of  repub- 
licans in  the  precinct;  also,  that  a  fraud  was  committed  in  the  interest 
of  the  democratic  ticket  by  slipping  into  the  box  at  No.  2  a  hundred 
or  more  democratic  tickets,  and  a  corresponding  number  of  names  on 
sheets  among  the  clerk's  poll-papers  while  he  and  Black  were  absent 
daring  the  day,  as  they  were,  and  that  an  attempt  was  ma<ie  to  throw 
discredit  on  the  republican  vote  by  taking  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred tickets  from  the  box  after  the  box  was  delivered  to  the  county 
derk.  The  poll  list  was  stolen  from  the  clerk's  ofiice  some  time  between 
the  county  canvass  and  the  arrival  of  the  investigatiug  committees  in 
(xainesville.  It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  this  was  to  prevent 
an  examination  of  the  lists  to  see  what  names,  if  any,  had  been  added 
in  a  different  hand  from  that  of  the  clerk.  The  poll  list  was  kept  on 
loose  foolscap  sheets,  and  the  names  were  not  numbered  as  written, 
&ciUtating  such  fraud. 

Mr.  Irving  E.  Webster,  the  county  clerk,  testified  that  he  made,  soon 
after  the  return  of  the  poll-list,  three  or  four  certified  copies  from  the 
original  papers — ^loose  sheets — and  that  there  was  a  distinction  in  them, 
as  if  written  with  two  shades  of  ink ;  but  he  could  not  remember  as  to 
the  handwriting — did  not  notice  or  think  about  it. 

In  Waldo  precinct,  of  the  same  county,  a  rail  road -train  remained  at 
the  polling-place  for  some  time,  and  as  many  of  the  passengers  voted  as 
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« 
woald  do  80.  Not  only  those  who  claimed  to  be  residents  of  other 
coanties  in  the  State,  and  had  no  right  to  \^te  there,  but  twenty-two 
who  were  citizens  of  other  States,  voted  for  presidential  electors,  or 
rather  all  but  eight  of  the  number,  who  voted  tickets  simply  inscribed 
for  Tilden  and  Hendricks.  The  votes  of  these  eight  were  counted  for  the 
democratic  electors  the  same  as  the  others.  One  of  the  officers,  as 
these  votes  were  given,  objected  to  their  reception  and  insisted  upon 
each  being  indorsed  with  the  name  and  residence  of  the  voter,  and 
numbered  to  correspond  with  the  names  and  numbers  on  the  poll-list. 
The  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  county  canvassers,  and 
by  them  referred  to  the  State  canvassing-board,  on  the  ground  that  the 
law,  as  hitherto  construed  by  the  courts,  did  not  recognize  the  authority 
of  the  county  canvassers  to  correct  errors  in  the  precincts,  but  vested  it 
in  the  State  board.  There  was  no  controversy  in  regard  to  the  facts  of 
the  case,  but  the  democratic  precinct  officers  defended  their  action  on 
the  ground  of  its  justice.  The  State  canvassing-board  threw  out  these 
votes  in  their  canvass  of  the  State,  but  they  were  counted  for  Drew 
under  the  order  of  the  supreme  court  and  included  in  the  tabulat-ed 
statement  of  the  result  on  the  face  of  the  returns ;  and,  therefore,  the 
vote  of  the  Tilden  electors  in  Florida  is  made  up  in  part  from  the  votes 
of  citizens  of  other  States. 

If  the  committee  are  correct  in  their  conclusions  from  the  evidence  in 
question,  the  Tilden  electors  gained  over  one  hundred  fraudulent  and 
illegal  votes  in  these  two  precincts  of  Alachua  Oounty,  of  which  the 
poll  should  be  purged  if  there  is  any  authority  to  go  to  the  bottom  of 
it ;  and  the  republican  vote  is  unimpaired  by  any  trustworthy  evidence. 

Duval  GouNTY, — A  strenuous  effort  wiis  made  before  the  State  can» 
vassers  by  the  democratic  managers  to  secure  the  rejection  of  the  entire 
vote  of  Duval  County  on  the  ground  that  the  county  canvass  had  not 
been  lawfully  made,  and  that  a  large  number  of  illegal  votes  had  been 
cast  and  counted  for  the  republican  candidates.  The  testimony  before 
the  committee  showed  conclusively  that  the  first  objection  was  frivolous  ; 
that  the  three  officers  designated  by  the  statutes — the  county  judge,  the 
county  clerk,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace — were  present  duringthe  whole 
of  the  canvass;  that,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  examination 
and  tabulation  of  the  returns,  the  county  judge  moved  an  adjournment 
to  the  next  day;  that  he  did  not  retire  when  his  motion  failed,  but  was 
present  and  saw  the  returns  opened  and  heard  the  results  in  the  pre- 
cincts announced  without  interposing  any  objections,  but  at  the  close  of 
the  canvass  refused  to  sign  the  certificate  of  the  result.  There  was  no 
other  return^  or  any  paper  purporting  to  be  a  return,  sent  up  to  the 
State  board  from  Duval  Oounty.  The  only  canvass  made  or  assnmed  to 
have  been  made  was  the  one  in  question.  The  return  was  perfectly  reg- 
ular on  its  facCj  and  showed  on  iis  face  also  that  each  of  the  three  offi- 
cers named  was  present  during  the  canvass.  Besides  all  this,  complete 
copies  of  aJl  the  precinct  returns  were  ma<ie  out,  and  these  were  exam- 
ined and  nsed  by  the  State  board  in  determining  the  truthfulness  and 
fairness  of  the  county  return.  The  county  canvassers  had  simply  added 
up  the  numbers  returned  from  the  precincts,  and  had  not  thrown  out  a 
single  toU^i  What  honest  pretense  there  could  be  to  throw  out  the 
county  dnd^rsach  circumstances  it  would  be  difficult  to  see.  There  was 
no  analogs  Mlween  this  county  and  Baker,  as  is  seen  in  the  discussion 
of  thatt!«a»ty. 

The  committee  mate  a  thorough  examination  of  the  charges  of  fraud- 
ulent itt«i*?^l(lig«J noting.  Certain  parties  had  presented  to  the  State 
board  a  M«fe^1d[iiK|fe^-two  persons  alleged  to  have  voted  in  two  or  more 
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places  in  the  connty.  The  committee  took  this  list  and  examined  it  name 
bj  Dame,  with  sworn  evidence  of  Horatio  Jenkins,  deputy  connty  clerk, 
which  showed  that  in  a  number  of  cases  only  one  person  of  the  name 
bad  voted  at  all  in  the  county ;  that  in  many  other  cases  there  were 
two  or  more  persons  of  the  name  who  were  legal  voters  in  the  county ; 
and  that  in  only  five  cases  had  there  been  two  votes  by  the  same  per- 
son where  only  one  was  on  the  register,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of 
the  second  having  been  sworn  in.  Of  the  thirty-two  alleged  repeaters 
twelve  had  voted  but  once,  as  shown  by  the  poll-lists  of  the  precincts. 
In  eight  oases  there  were  two  persons  of  the  n&me  registered.  Three 
of  the  names  were  not  on  any  poll  or  checklist;  the  persons  had  not 
voted  at  all.  In  four  cases  where  there  was  but  one  of  the  name  on  the 
registration  and  two  had  voted,  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  two  of 
each  name  on  the  registration  list  of  1874,  and  that  one  name  in  each 
caae  had  been  struck  off  the  register  because  only  one  had  been  returned 
in  the  census  of  1875.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  names  had  been  over- 
looked in  the  census  than  that  the  election-ofBcers  had  admitted  the 
votes  of  unknown  men  or  men  from  other  precincts.  These  parties  had 
a  right  to  swear  in  their  votes.  In  five  cases  there  were  two  votes  of 
persons  with  but  a  single  name  on  the  registry-lists,  and  neither  appar- 
ently sworn  in }  but  there  was  no  evidence  before  the  committee  to  show 
what  ticket  had  been  voted  in  either  of  these  five  cases.  Few  counties 
in  aoy  section  of  the  country  casting  nearly  four  thousand  votes  can 
make  a  clearer  showing  on  the  record. 

A  list  of  fifty -three  names  of  persons  alleged  to  have  voted  without 
ever  having  been  registered  in  the  county  was  carefully  gone  over  with 
the  registration  and  poll  lists  by  the  county  clerk,  examined  under  oath. 
Twenty-five  of  the  number  had  been  registered  or  legally  sworn  in,  six- 
teen had  not  voted  at  all,  and  only  twelve  of  the  list  had  voted  without 
being  registered,  sworn  in,  or  otherwise  accounted  for  by  the  record. 
How  these  persons  voted  did  not  appear  in  evidence ;  and  it  may  be  re- 
marked in  this  and  the  former  case  that,  for  anything  that  appeared 
before  us  or  before  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  they  may.  have  voted 
for  the  Tilden  electors.  Some  few  persons  confined,  for  want  of  ball,  in 
the  connty  jail  on  charges  of  misdemeanors  also  voted. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  was  called  to  the  number  of  marked 
democratic  tickets  voted  at  the  late  election.  These  tickets  were  all 
marked  by  printed  numbers,  figures  of  a  large  size,  such  as  are  used  in 
onmbering  the  pages  of  large  blank-books.  They  were  all  printed  in 
the  same  style  and  with  the  same  blue  ink.  A  number  of  colored  wit- 
nesses in  Duval  County  testified  to  ha\ing  been  handeid  similar  tickets 
bj  their  employers,  with  the  warning  that  if  they  were  not  found  in  the 
ballot-box  on  the  counting  of  the  votes,  loss  of  employment  would  fol- 
low. Colored  men  did  lose  their  employment  by  a  refusal  to  vote  such 
nnmbered  tickets.  It  was  in  testimony  before  the  committee  that  per- 
sons attended  the  counting  of  the  votes  at  several  precincts  in  this 
eotttity  for  the  purpose  of  taking  down  all  the  numbers  found  on  the 
tickets  in  the  ballot-boxes.  It  was  testified  that  some  of  these  persons 
had  lists  of  numbers  to  correspond  with  numbered  tickets  which  had 
been  distributed  among  the  colored  voters. 

The  committee  examined  the  tickets  in  several  boxes,  including  one 
rtojte  sc^s  bad  not  been  previously  broken.  It  was  noticed  that  the 
^gest  number  were  found  in  those  precincts  in  which  the  vote  was  most 
«qasdly  divided  between  the  parties,  or  where  the  colored  people  were 
^  a  minority*  The  largest  number  of  such  marked  tickets  found  in  any 
one  box  was  thirty,  in  one  of  the  polls  in  Jacksonville.  Seventeen  were 
S.  Eep.  611 2 
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found  in  the  box  from  the  precinct  at  Mayport,  which  had  not  been  pre- 
Tionsly  opened.  The  committee  had  not  time  to  investigate  this  matter 
in  other  counties,  but  considerable  evidence  is  given  in  the  documentary 
testimony  filed  before  the  State  board,  and  accompanying  this  report 
A  large  number  were  polled  in  Nassau  County,  at  Fernandina,  and  other 
points,  and  a  number  of  employes  of  the  A.  G.  and  W.  I.  Transportation 
Company  railroad  made  affidavit  to  the  fact  that  they  had  been  furnished 
with  such  numbered  tickets  and  notified  that  they  would  be  discharged 
if  they  did  not  vote  them.  The  tickets  were  all  democratic  tickets  and 
the  workmen  colored  republicans.  The  paymaster  of  the  road,  who  was 
a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  acknowledged  that  he  had  distributed 
such  numbered  tickets  among  some  of  the  employes  of  the  road,  but 
denied  having  accompanied  them  with  threats,  adding  that  they  were 
furnished  by  the  company,  but  abtained  from  the  democratic  committee, 
which  had  rightfully  issued  them  "  for  political  reasons.''  The  president 
of  the  railroad  company  denied  that  the  railroad  company  had  taken 
part  in  the  distribution  of  these  tickets  as  a  company. 

With  the  testimony  of  so  many  as  to  the  reception  of  such  numbered 
tickets,  accompanied  by  promises  of  favors  or  threats  of  injuries,  it  is 
impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  they  were  issued  as  a  means  of 
constraining  the  action  of  a  large  class  of  voters  by  those  who  had 
charge  of  their  distribution.  The  style  of  type,  figures,  and  the  color 
of  the  ink  used  show  that  the  tickets  distributed  in  widely-separated 
places  were  all  printed  at  one  place,  and  thence  distributed,  for  a  com- 
mon purpose.  The  testimony  before  the  committee  shows  that  the 
numbered  tickets  were  furnished  to  the  distributors  from  the  domocratic 
headquarters  at  Jacksonville.  The  tickets  found  in  the  ballot-boxes 
show  that  several  thousand  had  been  numbered  consecutively  on  a  num- 
bering-machine,  as  among  the  numbers  on  the  tickets  found  in  the  bal- 
lot-box of  a  Jacksonville  precinct  were  the  numbers  51,  67,  78,  83,  95, 
360,  2036, 2245,  3834,  4567,  6846 ;  and  in  the  ballot-box  used  at  Mayport 
the  numbers  3,  2,  529,  907,  8925,  9025;  and  in  another  box  in  Duval 
County,  examined  by  the  committee,  the  numbers  47, 107,  5645,  6138, 
021,  0002,  0003 ;  showing  that  more  than  ten  thousand  democratic  tick- 
ets had  been  numbered  on  a  numberingmachine  whose  capacity  was 
limited  to  that  number,  and  an  additional  number,  distinguished  by 
the  use  of  ciphers  before  other  figures. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  such  tickets  were  not  designed  to  be  used  as  a 
means  of  forcing  colored  men  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  or  secure 
their  punishment  in  case  they  did  not  vote  the  numbered  tickets  given 
them,  and  that  they  were  so  used  by  individuals  without  the  warrant 
or  desire  of  the  parties  numbering  and  furnishing  the  tickets,  they 
were  no  less  the  means  of  oppression  as  so  used,  and  the  mark  of  the 
infamous  means  by  which  the  democratic  vote  in  the  State  was  largely- 
increased.  If  it  be  admitted  that  such  tickets  were  only  numbered  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  sincerity  of  the  promises  of  colored  men  to 
vote  the  democratic  ticket,  it  shows  that  the  claim  of  the  managers  of 
that  party  to  a  large  voluntary  support  on  the  part  of  colored  voters 
in  that  State  was  a  shameless  pretense;  that  they  did  not  believe  their 
own  professions  on  the  subject.  In  fact,  there  was  no  increase  of  the 
democratic  vote  in  that  State  by  the  voluntary  action  of  colored  people 
who  had  previously  voted  the  republican  ticket;  and  the  resort  to 
marked  tickets  to  identify  their  votes  was  a  necessary  precaution  which 
would  be  considered  a  means  of  intimidation  in  communities  where  a 
healthy  political  feeling  prevails  among  the  intelligent  classes. 

The  State  canvassing-board  having  decided  in  the  case  of  Nassau 
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Coantj  that  it  had  no  power  to  reject  the  vote  of  any  county  or  pre- 
cinct OD  accoant  of  intimidation,  it  considered  no  farther  evidence  in 
regard  to  snch  matters;  and  the  .vote  of  the  coanty  was  canvassed  on 
the  face  of  the  returns. 

Jackson  County.— In  Campbellton  precinct,  Jackson  Coanty,  it  was 
shown  by  the  testimony  of  a  namber  of  witnesses  that  on  the  opening 
of  the  polls  on  the  morning  of  the  election  an  agreement  was  made  that 
the  voting  should  be  done  by  the  two  parties  ay;ernately — the  democrats 
occupying  the  first  hour  and  the  republicans  the  second  hour,  thus  al- 
ternating hour  by  hour  during  the  day ;  that  the  voting  was  actually  done 
in  that  order  during  the  forenoon,  all  the  time  of  each  hour  being  fully 
occupied  by  the  voters  of  the  party  entitled  to  it;  but  that  all  the  demo- 
cratic votes  had  been  cast  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour  allotted 
to  that  party  after  dinner,  and  the  republican  voters  occupied^  all  the  rest 
of  the  day ;  and  that  seventy-six  republicans  did  vote  in  those  hours  of 
the  afternoon.  When  the  vote  was  counted  at  the  close  of  the  day  the 
ballots  were  taken  from  the  top  of  the  box  as  they  lay  when  voted,  and 
seventy-seven  republican  ballots  were  thus  found  and  counted  before  a 
democratic  ticket  was  reached.  All  the  rest  of  the  tickets  in  the  box 
were  democratic  tickets,  instead  of  alternating  between  the  parties,  as 
was  expected  according  to  the  voting,  which  alternated  hour  by  hour. 
It  was  further  shown  by  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  witnesses  that 
many  more  republican  voters  had  voted  during  the  morning  hours  belong- 
ing to  that  party  by  the  agreement  than  voted  during  the  afternoon ;  that 
there  were  spurious  tickets  on  the  ground — tickets  of  the  exact  form  and 
size  of  the  republican  tickets,  headed  like  it  with  a  flag  and  the  words 
"Bepublican  ticket,"  with  the  democratic  candidates  on  it ;  and  that  to 
prevent  any  of  the  non-reading  voters  from  being  deceived  with  this 
spurious  ticket,  all  the  tickets  actually  voted  by  the  colored  repub- 
licans were  submitted  to  those  who  could  read,  and  were  so  read  and 
examined;  that  a  number  of  such  tickets  were  found  in  the  hands  of 
non-reading  voters  and  changed  by  them  for  the  genuine  ticket,  and  only 
one  such  spurions  ticket  was  voted  and  found  in  the  ballot-box.  It  was 
the  reasonable  expectation  of  the  spectators  and  the  republican  inspect- 
ors at  least  that  the  majority  of  that  party  at  the  poll  would  be  almost 
if  not  quite  as  large  as  the  republican  vote  in  the  afternoon  during  the 
hours  that  the  democrats  did  not  vote  at  all,  as  only  three  votes  were 
cast  in  the  hour  claimed  and  used  by  the  democrats  immediately  after 
dinner. 

Why  was  not  this  reasonable  expectation  realized,  if  the  count  from 
the  box  was  fair  and  honest  ?  It  was  testified  that  the  balloting  was 
through  a  window  above  the  heads  of  the  voters,  and  the  ballot-box  was 
helow  the  sill  of  the  window,  so  that  it  was  entirely  hidden  from  the 
new  of  the  voters ;  that  at  twelve  o'clock  the  inspectors  adjourned  one 
honr  for  dinner ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  taken  into  an  adjoining  room 
and  left  there  in  a  place  concealed  from  the  view  of  the  public ;  that  as 
the  adjournment  for  dinner  was  made,  J.  H.  McKinney,  a  democratic 
candidate  on  the  county  ticket,  crawled  into  the  room  through  the 
window ;  and  that  J.  E.  Shoemaker,  clerk  of  the  poll,  (a  democrat,)  called 
in  a  young  man  named  Johnny  Payne;  that  it  was  supposed  at  the  time 
that  these  persons  went  in  to  drink  with  the  ofQcers,  one  of  whom  pro- 
tested against  it,  and  especially  against  his  republican  colleague  drink- 
ing at  sach  a  time;  that  all  came  out  of  the  room  together  except  Payne 
and  went  to  dinner.  There  was  access  by  two  doors  to  the  room  where 
the  polling  had  been  and  where  the  box  was  left.  When  the  officers 
and  McEinney  came  out,  two  persons  sat  down  on  the  steps  and  re- 
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maioed  until  they  came  back  from  dinner.  While  they  were  there,  they 
heard  persons  inside,  moving  aboat  and  whispering,  and  supposed  some 
one  had  gone  in  throagh  a  door  ft*om  the  store  to  get  a  drink  of  whisky. 
They  did  not  have  any  suspicion  of  any  one  tampering  with  the 
ballot-box  until  the  announcement  of  the  vote  at  night,  when  the 
republican  vote  was  found  to  be  less  than  half  what  it  was  known 
it  should  be,  and  the  democratic  vote  a  good  deal  more  than 
what  it  was  known  it  should  be.  The  vote  as  counted  and 
certified,  was  grossly  fraudulent^  and  the  vote  of  the  precinct  should,  at 
least,  be  rejected  from  any  honest  and  legal  canvass  of  the  vote  of  the 
State.  It  was  so  rejected  by  the  State  canvassingboard,  but  afterward 
returned  and  counted  in  the  canvass  for  governor,  by  the  mandate  of  the 
supreme  court.  It  was  also  counted  in  the  tabulated  return  of  the 
vote  of  presidential  electors,  giving  the  Tilden  electors  the  benefit  of  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  ana  fourteen  votes  in  a  precinct  which  had  un- 
doubtedly cast  a  large  majority  of  it^  votes  for  the  Hayes  electors. 

At  Friendship  Church  precinct,  in  this  county,  the  evidence  showed 
that  the  democratic  United  States  supervisor  usurped  the  place  of  one 
of  the  inspectors  of  the  precinct  and  took  the  ballots  at  the  window, 
which  was  above  the  heads  of  the  voters ;  that  the  republican  supervisor 
was  ordered  out  of  the  room  by  one  of  the  democratic  officers  of  election ; 
that,  as  the  p^erson  giving  the  order  had  a  revolver  to  enforce  it,  said 
supervisor  staid  outside  all  day.  The  ballot-box  was  placed  so  as  to  be 
out  of  sight  of  the  voters.  At  night  it  was  carried  two  miles  away,  to 
the  house  of  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors,  and  the  canvass  was  made 
there,  in  a  locked  room,  the  ballots  being  opened  and  read  by  the  demo- 
cratic officers  and  tallied  by  the  republican ;  and  that  the  former  insisted 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  them  back  in  the  box  and  return  them 
to  the  county  clerk.  In  spite  of  the  protest  of  the  republican  officers, 
the  ballots  were  thrown  away,  and  thus  all  evidence  destroyed  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  any  frauds  that  night  committed.  The  vote,  as  called 
off  and  counted,  stood  one  hundred  and  forty-five  for  the  democratic 
ticket,  and  forty-four  for  the  republican  ticket.  It  was  conclusively 
proved  that  sixty-seven  votes  were  cast  for  the  republican  electors,  which 
should  have  been  counted.  On  account  of  the  irregularity  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  election,  and  the  evident  fraud  in  counting,  the  vote  of  this 
precinct  should  have  been  thrown  out  in  the  State  canvass.  In  fact, 
the  State  board  did  throw  it  out,  but  it  was  ordered  back  by  the  supreme 
court. 

Thus,  of  the  vote  canvassed  and  counted  for  the  democratic  electors, 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  number  in  Jackson  County 
were  clearly  fraudulent.  No  such  votes  had  been  cast.  Throwing  out 
these  precincts  was  an  inadequate  remedy  for  the  republican  electors, 
who  probably  had  a  majority  at  the  two  precincts,  if  the  same  had  been 
fairly  counted,  of  twenty-one  votes  instead  of  a  democratic  majority  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty- votes;  making  a  difference  in  that  county  in 
favor  of  the  republican  electors  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  votes 
more  than  they  are  credited  with  on  the  face  of  the  returns. 

It  is  not  a  difficult  task  for  shrewd,  unscrupulous  white  men  to  cheat 
colored  officers  of  election.  ^<It  is  as  easy  as  lying."  The  colored  men 
have  not  the  skill  or  experience  to  detect  the  modes  in  which  swindling 
is  done  even  in  their  direct  presence  and  they  rarely  have  the  nerve  to 
stand  up  against  the  bluster  of  their  white  associates.  Hence,  snch 
swindles  as  those  of  Campbellton  and  Friendship  Church  are  committed 
with  impunity. 

Baker  County. — There    were   three  sets  of  pa  pers  from  Baker 
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County.  One  set  was  signed  by  Elisha  W.  Driggers,  county  judge,  A. 
A.  Allen  sheriff,  and  William  Green,  justice  of  the  peace,  who  certified 
that  they  had  met  and  canvassed  the  vote  of  the  county  on  Monday, 
November  13,  it  being  the  sixth  day,  and  the  day  fixed  by  law.  This 
retam  the  State  canvassing  board,  in  all  its  proceedings,  decided  to  be 
aod  treated  as  the  only  legal  return.  It  was  the  only  one  signed  by 
the  proper  officers  and  entitled  to  be  recognized  as  a  return.  Two  sets 
of  papers  purporting  to  be  returns  were  signed  by  M.  J.  Cox,  clerk,  and 
John  Dorman,  justice  of  the  peace.  One  of  the  latter  purported  to 
have  been  made  oa  Friday,  the  10th  of  November,  and  the  other  on 
Moaday,  the  13th ;  and,  with  a  slight  discrepancy  in  the  figure*,  may 
have  been  duplicates.  The  latter  was  probably  copied  from  the  former, 
and  made  on  Monday,  for  the  purpose  of  so  far  conforming  to  the  law. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  county  judge  had  issued  notices  to  the 
coaoty  clerk  and  to  Dorman  to  meet  with  him  on  Monday,  the  13th,  to 
canvass  the  county  vote ;  that  on  Friday,  the  10th,  he  was  absent  from 
the  coanty  on  business ;  and  that' in  his  absence,  on  that  day,  three 
days  too  soon,  the  clerk  and  justice  met  and  made  up  their  first  paper, 
the  sheriff  refusing  to  act  with  them  on  the  ground  that  Monday,  the 
13tb,  the  sixth  day  after  election,  was  the  legal  day  of  canvass  and  had 
becD  already  set  and  agreed  upon  for  that  purpose. 

On  Monday,  the  day  appointed,  the  county  judge  having  returned, 
he  and  the  sheriff  met  and  called  in  another  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
they  made  a  canvass  and  due  return  of  the  same  to  the  State  board. 
Each  of  these  officers  is  authorized  by  the  State  law  to  be  a  member  of 
a  coanty  canvassingboard,  and  three  officers  must  be  present  at  a  can- 
Tasa,  though  two  of  them  are  sufficient  to  sign  the  returns.  The  sheriff 
acted  in  the  place  of  the  clerk,  as  he  is  authorized  to  do  in  his  absence. 

The  law  of  Florida  does  not  recognize  a  canvass  made  by  a  clerk  and 
jofitice  of  the  peace  alone,  and  the  paper  sent  up  by  these  officers  was 
Dot  worth  blank  paper  for  want  of  a  legal  canvass.  The  case  of  Baker 
County  differs  widely  from  Duval  County,  in  that  in  the  latter  county 
the  county  judge  was  present  all  through  the  canvass,  witnessed  all 
that  was  done,  and  only  refused  to  sign  because  his  associates  did  not 
suit  him,  or  would  not  assume  power  to  throw  out  part  of  the  votes  re- 
turned firom  the  precincts.  His  presence  was  necessary  to  a  canvass, 
but  his  signature  was  not  necessary  to  authenticate  it,  if  it  was  authen- 
ticated, as  it  was,  by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
Bat  in  Baker  County  there  was  a  lack  of  the  necessary  personnel  to 
Biake  a  canvass,  except  in  the  board  composed  of  the  county  judge, 
sheriff,  and  justice.  The  State  board  in  its  canvass  properly  treated  the 
letam  of  the  county  judge  and  bis  associates  as  the  le^  return,  but  in 
the  exercise  of  their  giionjudicial  powers  went  behind  that  return  an  d 
canvassed  the  vote  of  the  county  on  the  precinct  returns,  thus  giving 
the  Tilden  electors  the  vote  of  two  excluded  precincts  not  named  in  it. 
'But  tesUmoay  of  members  of  the  State  bosutl  on  this  point  Is  dear 
and  conolnsive.  This  action  was  fair,  and  showed  impartiality  by  the 
State  board.  The  reasons  of  the  county  cauvassers  for  rejecting  these 
tvo  precincts  may  or  may  not  have  been  good.  The  county  judge  and 
Ui  associates  seem  to  have  acted  on  their  own  personal  knowledge 
istfter  tluux  from  testimony,  and  the  county  board  had  no  jurisdiction 
^  i^t  letoms,  although  such  had  been  the  practice  in  that  and  other 
counties.  Under  the  order  of  the  supreme  court  the  State  bourd  were 
impelled  to  reeonsider  their  canvass  by  precincts,  and  to  take  the  only 
kgal  return  before  them,  and  the  one  they  h€Ml  before  decided  and  de- 
wed to  be  the  legal  return.    This  does  not  suit  the  claimants  of  the 
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Tilden  electors,  and  they  propose  to  lay  aside  the  returns  from  Baker 
County  and  take  up  one  of  the  unauthorized  papers  sent  up  by  the 
county  clerk,  which  is  not  a  return  in  any  legal  sense,  to  gain  the  addi- 
tional votes  for  the  Tilden  electors  which  the  county  canvassers  had 
excluded.  At  the  same  time  they  claim  that  there  shall  be  no  revision 
of  the  county  returns  of  Jackson  County,  wherein  the  democratic  elect- 
ors were  credited  with  a  large  majority  of  votes  in  precincts  where  it  is 
indisputable  that  a  majority  of  the  tickets  cast  by  the  voters  were  for 
the  republican  electors.  In  brief,  it  is  expected  that  some  authority  will 
go  behind  the  face^of  returns  in  a  case  where  such  action  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  democratic  candidates,  and  that  it  should  not  go 
behind  the  face  of  the  returns  in  any  case  where  such  action  would  be 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  democratic  candidates.  The  power  which 
may  be  exercised  to  repair  the  blunders  of  misguided  zeal  should  not 
also,  by  this  theory,  be  used  to  defeat  the  open  frauds  of  premeditated 
rascality! 

This  extraordinary  claim  cannot  be  conceded,  and  Baker  County 
alone  be  canvassed  by  the  precinct  returns,  every  other  county,  includ- 
ing Clay  and  Manatee,  being  admitted  and  counted  by  the  face  of  the 
county  returns,  as  it  is  insisted  they  should  be.  Some  consistency 
should  be  maintained  in  so  grave  a  matter. 

Again,  if  the  substitution,  unexplained  on  the  face  of  a  return,  of  the 
sheriff  for  the  county  clerk  on  the  county  board  vitiates  a  return  other- 
wise regular  on  its  face,  then  the  return  from  Manatee  is  vitiated,  and 
that  return,  as  much  as  that  of  Baker,  should  be  excluded.  This  would 
largely  increase  the  majority  of  the  Hayes  electors. 

Monroe  County. — It  was  shown  by  testimony  before  the  committee 
that  at  precinct  No.  3,  in  Monroe  County,  the  republican  challengers 
were  intimidated  and  driven  from  the  polls ;  that  the  only  republican 
inspector  protested  against  the  enrollment  on  the  registration-list,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  election,  of  unnaturalized  persons  who  had  not 
the  certificate  of  the  county  clerk  that  such  persons  had  resided  in  the 
United  States  one  year  or  more  and  declared  their  intention  to  become 
citizens,  and  that  such  protest  was  overruled  and  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  were  thus  enrolled  and  allowed  to  vote  who  had  no  legal 
right  to  vote;  that  fire-arms  were  displayed  and  republican  voters 
threatened,  so  that  some  were  intimidated  from  voting  at  all.  A  bois- 
terous and  pressing  crowd  kept  republicans  from  getting  access  to  the 
polling-place,  so  that  many  were  forced  away.  The  canvass  was  not 
fully  completed,  as  the  law  absolutely  requires,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls  and  without  adjournment,  according  to  the  testimony  of  one  of 
the  inspectors  and  of  several  other  persons ;  but  after  a  partial  count 
the  officers  of  election  adjourned  to  meet  next  day  at  nine  o'clock  at  a 
certain  store-house ;  that  when  this  republican  inspector  went  to  the 
designated  place  the  other  officers  were  not  there,  and  he  finally  found 
them  at  still  another  place  in  another  precinct,  where  the  canvass  was 
made  and  completed,  and  the  certificates  made  out  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Fer  contra,  the  other  officers  swore  that  they  had  counted, 
the  votes  the  night  before  and  announced  the  result,  but  did  not  make 
out  the  certificates  of  election,  and  that  there  was  only  a  difference  of 
three  votes  in  the  case  of  two  candidates  between  the  vote  as  announced 
on  the  night  of  election  and  that  counted  and  made  out  on  the  certifi- 
cate the  next  day. 

They  admitted  that  they  did  adjourn  to  the  next  day  into  another  pre* 
cinct,  and  that  they  made  out  a  new  polMist  and  tally-list,  and  recounted 
the  votes,  but  failed  to  give  any  reason  why  they  should  have  done  so 
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after  having  a  complete  and  legal  canvass  at  the  close  of  the  day.  It 
was  proved  by  the  republican  officer,  and  admitted  by  the  democratic, 
that  votes  were  found  on  the  ballots  for  other  persons  than  those  credited 
with  them  the  night  before,  and  the  whole  thing  was  loose  if  not  fraud- 
ulent. With  testimony  in  regard  to  all  the  foregoing  facts  before  them, 
the  State  board  of  canvassers  rejected  the  poll  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
and  its  action  was  so  recorded  on  its  minutes.  After  the  completion  of 
the  canvass  and  the  addition  of  the  vote,  and  while  the  clerk  was  mak- 
ing oat  tiie  certificates  of  the  result,  the  attorney-general  returned  to  the 
room  and  told  another  member  of  the  board  that  he  would  change  his 
vote  so  as  to  favor  the  retaining  of  the  rote  of  the  precinct,  but  made 
no  motion,  and  no  record  of  such  change  was  made,  as  the  board  had  com- 
pleted its  work,  except  to  sign  the  certificates  when  filled  out  by  its  clerk. 
The  suspicions  of  fraud  at  this  precinct  are  very  strong.  It  was  under- 
stood by  republicans  in  the  city  the  night  of  election  that  the  three 
precincts  in  Key  West  had  given  a  republican  majority,  and  the  con- 
trary was  not  known  until  the  next  afternoon,  when  the  new  canvass 
of  ^0.  3  was  completed.  The  other  precincts  had  announced  their 
vote  regularly  that  night,  and  the  information  given  at  this  poll  at  the 
time  of  adjournment  seemed  to  indicate  a  republican  victory  on  the 
general  result.  The  precinct  was  naturally  democratic  by  some  majority, 
and  tiie  democratic  officers  are  responsible  for  the'strong  badges  of  fraud 
that  cast  suspicion  on  the  poll.  Scarcely  any  of  the  requirements  of  law 
were  complied  with  in  the  canvass,  and  the  general  conduct  of  the  elec- 
tion was  disgraceful.  The  face-result  stood  by  the  action  of  the  supreme 
court. 

Manatee  County. — ^The  evidence  before  the  committee  showed  that 
there  was  no  revision  of  the  registration-lists  in  Manatee  County,  no 
appointment  of  precincts  or  of  precinct  officers,  and  no  official  notice 
of  the  election.  It  seems  to  have  been  generally  understood  that  there 
would  be  no  election  in  the  county,  there  being  no  county  clerk  to  issue 
papers,  and  all  the  requisites  for  an  election  were  neglected  as  if  to  let  it 
go  by  default.  But  notices  were  given  out  in  democratic  meetings  that 
an  election  would  be  held,  and  previous  to  the  day  of  election  three  per- 
sons having  no  authority  in  the  case  sent  out  blanks  for  the  conduct  of 
the  elections  to  each  of  the  precincts  used  at  the  previous  election,  but 
sent  them  only  to  democrats.  .The  election  was  held  without  any 
republicans  being  present,  except  at  two  precincts,  at  one  of  which  only 
one  republican  was  present  or  voted.  The  election,  in  its  notices,  its 
officers,  and,  with  one  exception  scarcely  worth  naming,  its  voters,  was 
strictly  a  democratic  matter.  It  was  not  a  legal  election  in  form  or 
&ct,  and  was  not  in  any  sense  a  fair  expression  of  the  choice  or  vote  of 
the  county.  Yet,  with  no  election  at  all  in  two  precincts,  because  enough 
persons  did  not  know  of  it  and  attend  to  compose  election  boards,  and 
«ght  precincts  where  no  republicans  voted,  and  one  precinct  where  only 
one  republican  Tote  was  cast,  the  democratic  vote  returned  was  larger 
thin  the  whole  vote  of  the  county  in  the  previous  election.  To  dignify 
snefi  a  farce  with  the  name  of  an  election  is  absurd.  The  State  board 
properly  excluded  Manatee  County,  but  the  supreme  court  compelled 
them  to  count  it  on  the  subsequent  canvass  for  governor.  How  many 
votes  the  republican  electors  lost  by  this  tricky  maneuvering,  and  how 
many  the  democrats  gained  by  an  unwatched  election,  is  a  matter  of 
orajectore,  bat  it  must  have  been  considerable,  in  view  of  the  vote  re- 
tamed* 

Haiolton  Coxji^T. — The  evidence  taken  before  us  as  to  the  action 
i' the  State  board  of  canvassers  showed  that  their  action  in  throwing 
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out  Jasper  precinct  No.  2,  and  the  electoral  vote  of  White  Springs  pre- 
cinct No.  3,  in  this  county  was  fully  warranted.  There  was  no  conflict 
of  testimony  before  the  board.  At  Jasper  precinct  No.  2,  there  was 
gross  violation  of  the  election  law  by  the  inspectors  in  not  completing 
the  canvass  without  adjournment,  in  allowing  unauthorized  persons  to 
handle  the  ballots  and  assist  in  the  count,  these  persons  being  demo- 
cratic lawyers  who  took  charge  of  the  count ;  in  adjourning  over  night 
and  going  to  another  place,  and  in  signing  returns  next  day  which  they 
had  not  themselves  made  or  verified,  and  the  contents  of  which  they 
did  not  know.  In  the  precinct  of  White  Springs  No.  3,  the  inspectors 
made  no  return  of  any  electoral  vote,  but  finished  their  canvass,  ad- 
journed, and  sent  their  returns  to  the  county  clerk,  omitting  any  refer- 
ence to  the  electoral  vote  in  the  certificate.  3even  days  afterward,  and 
after  their  functions  had  ceased,  these  i>ersons  were  sent  for  and  in- 
duced to  interline  into  the  papers  an  asserted  vote  for  electors,  viz :  83 
democratic,  58  republican.  By  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  pre- 
cinct No.  2,  of  Jasper,  was  counted  at  its  face  value  for  Drew  for  gov- 
ernor, tainted  all  over  as  it  was  with  suspicions  of  fraud ;  and  in  the 
showing  of  how  the  Hayes  and  Tilden  electors  would  stand,  according 
to  the  principles  of  that  decision,  the  Tilden  electors  got  the  benefit  of 
that  vote,  as  also  of  the  surreptitiously-interlined  votes  of  precinct  No.  3. 

Jeffbrson  County. — ^In  this  county  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
systematic  attempt  to  drive  the  colored  people  into  the  support  of  the 
democratic  ticket,  or  not  to  vote  at  all,  by  threats  to  withhold  employ- 
ment or  the  customary  advances  from  them,  or  to  increase  the  rates 
which  they  are  required  to  pay  for  the  use  of  lands.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  persona  were  proved  to  have  been  so  influenced  not  to  vote  at  all, 
while  a  few  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  The  democratic  clubs  of  the 
county  pledged  their  members  to  discharge  all  employes  who  would  not 
refrain  from  voting  at  all,  or  to  vote  the  demociutic  ticket. 

Besolutions  were  posted  in  the  stores  and  other  public  places,  as  well 
as  published  in  the  newspaper!  of  the  county,  expressing  the  purpose 
of  the  democratic  party  to  adhere  to  this  system  of  tactics.  The  resolu- 
tions, as  printed  in  the  Weekly  Constitution,  a  paper  published  at 
Monticello,  in  this  county,  as  having  been  adopted  and  frequently  re- 
iterated by  the  democrats  during  the  campaign,  are  as  follows: 

That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other  by  our  sacred  houor  to  give  the  first  prefer- 
ence in  all  things  to  those  men  who  vote  for  reform ;  and  that  we  give  the  second 
preference  in  all  things  to  those  who  do  not  vote  at  all. 

It  was  also  resolved  that — 

In  employing,  or  hiring,  or  renting  land  to  any  such  persons,  [as  vote  the  repubUcan 
ticket,]  a  distinction  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  or  ^one-fourth,  be  made  against  such  per- 
sons ;  that  merchants,  lawyers,  and  doctors,  in  extending  credit  to  such  persons,  make 
the  same  distinction. 

It  was  also  testified  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  October,  Bob- 
ert  Meacham,  a  colored  State  senator  for  the  county  of  Jefferson,  and  a 
candidate  for  re-election,  an  active  republican,  was  called  to  his  door  Iq 
the  evening  and  fired  on  by  two  white  men,  who  first  inquired  if  he 
was  Senator  Meacham.  If  he  had  met  the  fate  of  Senator  Johnsou 
herein  referred  to,  it  would  have  probably  been  indignantly  denied  that 
he  was  assassinated  for  political  reasons.  Fortunately  none  of  the 
shots  struck  him.  A  grand  democratic  meeting  had  been  held  in  the* 
place  during  the  day,  a  chief  feature  of  which  was  the  pai^e  of  five 
hundred  horsemen,  and  political  feeling  was  at  its  height 

Columbia  County. — In  Columbia  County,  by  a  number  of  outrag^es 
on  colored  men  before  the  election,  and  a  systematic  course  of  denying 
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the  right  of  others  to  vote  on  election  day,  many  repablicans  were  com- 
pelled to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  others  to  refrain  from  voting 
at  alL  William  Mc^isb,  Thomas  Boyd,  Stephen  Thomas,  Joseph  Sim- 
moD8,  and  Joseph  King,  active  members  of  the  republican  dab  in  Tus- 
c^uooga  settlement,  in  this  county,  were  stopped  by  a  body  of  armed  men 
while  retarning  home  from  Lake  City  shortly  before  the  election,  and 
threatened  with  immediate  de9>th.  A  rope  was  put  around  the  neck  of 
King,  and  he  was  made  to  believe  that  he  would  be  hung.  A  portion 
of  the  party  of  white  men  kept  guard  with  cocked  guns,  with  orders  to 
ahoot  if  there  was  any  attempt  at  resistance  or  escape ;  and  Joel 
^iblack,  the  leader  of  the  gang,  said  that  the  prisoners  should  be 
served  as  Jim  Green  had  been.  Niblack  said,  according  to  the  testi- 
many: 

He  was  kiUed,  and  he  was  pafc  in  some  of  these  ponds,  and  that  is  the  way  jou  are 
ffjiag  to-nighL 

The  colored  men  had  been  marched  from  the  road  several  miles  into 
the  deep  woods,  where  all  chance  of  rescue  by  passing  persons  was  re- 
moved. They  begged  hard  for  their  lives,  and  were  finally  told  that 
they  might  be  spared  if  they  would  agree  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
and  induce  each  a  number  of  other  colored  men  to  do  the  same.  Thus, 
with  armed  desperadoes  around  them,  with  guns  leveled  at  them,  these 
men  pledged  themselves  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  promised  to 
secure  for  that  ticket,  some  of  tbem  five,  some  four,  and  some  of  them 
three  of  their  colored  friends.    To  quote  from  the  evidence  of  McNish : 

And  I  said  I  woald  fetch  ont  five,  and  come  myself  and  join  the  democratic  clnb  the  very 
fint  meetinf  that  was  called ;  and  then  they  said  if  we  do  that,  and  fetch  every  one  of  them 
BMo,  and  show  that  we  was  going  to  meet  them,  that  by  the  joining  the  club  and  getting 
tbnn  to  join  it  they  would  let  ns  go,  and  if  we  told  of  it  they  woald  kill  us;  that  there 
v«i  Mventy-five  more  men,  worse  than  thev  were,  and  that  ^  we  should  get  them  in 
trooble.  there  was  enough  of  them  behind  to  kill  us. 

Bound  by  these  pledges  and  controlled  by  their  fears,  these  men  joined 
the  democratic  club  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  and  induced  their 
associates  to  do  the  same.  They  were  pointed  out  by  the  democrats  as 
notable  converts,  whom  other  colored  men  should  imitate,  while  the 
means  of  conver^oji  were  kept  secret.  The  republican  club  was  dis- 
banded by  this  defection  and  the  influence  of  these  its  leaders,  and  the 
deinocratic  elab  and  vote  increased  greatly.  But  the  matter  by  some 
Bseans  leaked  out  on  election-day,  and  a  number  of  the  ruffians  have 
since  been  indicted  in  the  United  States  district  court  for  their  crime, 
aad  may  be  punished  therefor. 

Through  these  and  similar  appeals  to  the  fears  of  the  colored  voters 
in  this  comity,  a  m^'ority  was  secured  for  the  democratic  ticket,  al- 
t^gh  it  had  always  been  decidedly  republican  since  the  adoption  of 
the  thirteenth  lunendment.  The  State  board  did  not  feel  authorized  to 
conaider  these  matter  of  intimidation,  although  they  had  the  evidence 
before  them*  It  also  appears  from  the  testimony  before  the  committee 
that  at  republican  senator,  E.  G.  Johnson,  of  Columbia  County,  was 
iNdly  assassinated  on  the  21st  of  July,  1875.  His  vote  made  a  tie  be- 
tveen  the  two  parties  in  the  State  senate,  which  his  death  broke  up. 
On  the  aarest  of  tixe  supposed  murderer  the  whole  democratic  portion 
of  the  b^  at  Jacksonville  volunteered  their  services  for  his  defense  on 
the  preliminary  examination.  One  of  the  most  important  witnesses, 
who  was  compelled  to  testify  at  the  preliminary  examination,  left  the 
State  before  the  final  trial,  having  previously  stated  that  he  could  not 
J^Hin  and  testify  without  himself  incurring  the  risk  of  assassination* 
Qedemocratic  press  abused  the  judge  and  prosecuting  officer,  and  cir- 
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culated,  between  the  preliminarj  examination  and  the  trial,  large  nam- 
bers  of  a  pamphlet  distorting  the  facts  sworn  to  before  the  committing 
judge,  with  comments  calculated  to  defeat  the  conviction  of  the  accused. 
The  "  ladies  of  Fernandiua,''  after  the  acquittal  of  the  accused,  sent  to 
the  prosecuting  oflQcer,  who  had  faithfully  done  his  duty,  a  token  of 
their  appreciation  in  the  shape  of  a  box  containing  a  snake.  It  was 
most  extraordinary  conduct  all  through  if  there  was  any  private  motive 
for  the  assassination.  Whatever  the  motive,  the  democratic  party 
gained  by  it  a  great  political  advantage. 

Judge  Thomas  T.  Long,  who  held  the  oflQce  of  secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  before  its  admission  as  a  State,  and  served  four  terms  as 
judge  of  its  circuit  court,  testified  to  the  violence  of  feeling  in  that 
county  toward  white  as  well  as  colored  republicans ;  that  repeated  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  engage  him  in  street  brdwls  that  he  might  be 
killed ;  that  he  had  been  warned  that  certain  parties  had  sworn  to  take 
his  life ;  that  constant  precautions  were  necessary  on  his  part  to  guard 
against  attack ;  that  he  does  not  go  on  the  direct  road  from  the  depot 
to  his  home  when  he  was  absent  and  arrives  home  at  night.  We  may 
here  remark  that  similar  threats  had  been  made  against  the  lives  of 
leading  republicans  in  Baker  County,  and  they  had  not  felt  safe  to  leave 
their  homes  at  night  or  travel  on  unfrequented  roads  without  protection. 
In  Alachua  County,  a  republican  meeting,  assembled  in  a  church,  was 
fired  into  and  broken  up  during  the  last  campaign,  and  several  of  the 
leading  citizens  were  threatened  with  assassination  on  account  of  being 
republicans.  They  apprehended  no  danger  at  the  county-seat  where 
their  homes  were,  but  dreaded  exposure  alone  in  some  of  the  smaller 
places  in  the  distant  part  of  the  county  and  in  surrounding  counties. 
Several  brutal  murders  of  republicans  had  previously  occurred  in  the 
county,  and  no  one  was  ever  punished  for  them.  Even  where  the  pub- 
lic officers  got  up  prosecutions  in  the  courts,  the  juries  would  invariably 
acquit. 

Moses  Smith,  a  colored  man  somewhat  active  in  urging  his  neighbors 
to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  was  murdered  in  cold  blood  in  spite  of 
the  pleadings  of  his  wife.  In  addition  to  the  assassination  of  Senator 
Johnson,  some  four  or  five  republican  members  of  the  legislature  have 
been  killed  in  the  State  in  its  recent  history,  and  not  one  democratic 
member.  A  member  of  the  present  legislature  testified  that,  while  he 
felt  safe  enough  at  his  home  or  in  Tallahassee,  the  State  capital,  he 
would  not  get  off  at  any  way-station  on  the  Florida  Eailroad  to  stay 
over  night  for  anything  less  than  the  amount  at  which  he  valued  his 
life.  Yet  this  man  was  testified  to  as  being  strictly  honorable  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  so  recognized  by  his  neighbors  of  all  parties.  But  he  is 
much  loved  and  trusted  by  the  colored  people,  and  had  the  great  mis- 
fortune in  that  locality  of  being  a  strong  republican  from  principle. 

La  Fayette  County.— At  a  joint  public  meeting  in  Old  Town,  in  L#a 
Fayette  County,  the  republican  speakers  were  limited  to  forty-five  min- 
utes each,  while  the  democratic  speakers  took  the  time  they  wished.  Even 
this  was  not  fully  satisfactory  to  the  followers  of  the  latter ;  for  while  the 
second  republican  speaker,  Hon.  John  R.  Scott,  was  speaking,  he 
was  grossly  insulted,  and  finally  attacked  on  the  stand  by  a  man 
named  Chaires,  who  was,  perhaps,  intoxicated,  and  who  followed  him  up, 
beating  him  as  he  retreated.  Scott  did  not  dare  to  resent  or  strike  back 
for  fear  of  his  life.  This  ended  the  fleeting  so  far  as  the  republican 
speakers  were  concerned  5  for,  altl^iough  some  of  the  democrats  expressed 
regret  for  the  occurrence,  and  asked  Scott  to  remain  and  finish  his 
speech,  they  declined  to  give  any  guarantee,  when  requested,  that  the 
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speakers  woald  not  be  again  assailed  and  forced  into  a  brawl  in  which 
their  lives  might  be  taken.  The  meeting  was  held  in  a  ^^  conservative  " 
neighborhood,  and  there  were  only  about  twenty  colored  |)ersons  pres- 
ent, who  ran  off  on  the  first  indication  of  a  difficulty.  These  colored 
men  were  all  claimed  as  democrats  by  the  democratic  leaders  present ; 
bat  they  told  Mr.  Scott,  himself  a  colored  man,  in  private,  that  they 
were  as  much  republicans  as  he  was,  but  were  surrounded  by,  and  their 
employment  and  safety  depended  on,  their  agreement  to  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket.  They  could  not  vote  the  republican  ticket  there  at  home, 
and  they  could  only  get  off  to  vote  it  in  some  other  precinct  by  stealing 
away  at  night ;  and  then  they  would  not  dare  to  return  home. 

Sumter  County.— W.  T.  Webster  and  Samuel  Hamblin,  of  Quincy, 
testified  that,  while  on  their  way  to  Manatee  County  to  get  the  facts  in  re- 
gard to  the  election  to  be  laid  before  the  State  canvassing-board,  they 
were  stopped  by  a  man  named  Clark,  backed  by  armed  men,  in  Sumter 
County,  and  forbidden  to  go  farther  unless  they  took  at  their  expense 
a  gnide  or  spy,  to  be  selected  for  them,  and  agreed  to  stop  at  only  such 
places  and  communicate  with  only  such  persons  as  the  guide  should 
direct  They  were  told  that  the  road  was  picketed  by  armed  men,  and 
they  could  not  get  through  with  their  lives ;  that  the  democratic  party 
had  got  large  majorities  up  there,  and  would  not  have  them  inquired 
into.  TUey  were  told,  however,  that  if  they  could  show  any  papers 
from  the  democratic  State  committee  they  could  proceed.  Fearful  of 
the  danger  of  proceeding,  they  turned  back.  The  committee  had  no 
information  in  reference  to  the  election  in  Sumter  County ;  but  it  may 
be  inferred  that'the  shotguns  ready  to  prevent  republicans  from  ob- 
taining afiftdavits  which  might  affect  democratic  majorities  in  another 
eounty  woald  have  exercised  equal  influence  in  the  canvass  at  home. 

Lbvy  County. — Samuel  B.  Hurlbut,  a  white  man,  who  taught  a  col- 
ored school  in  Otter  Creek  precinct,  Levy  County,  had  his  house  fired 
into,  and  frequent  threats  were  made  against  his  lite  if  he  should  persist 
in  voting  the  republican  ticket  at  the  election.  He  did  vote,  however, 
casting  the  only  republican  vote  at  the  precinct.  The  crowd  about  the 
polls  carsed  and  threatened  to  take  the  ballot  out  of  the  box,  and,  later 
in  the  day,  to  kill  him.  Fearing  for  his  life,  he  fled  from  the  place.  Al- 
thoQgh  the  term  of  his  school  was  within  two  days  of  completion,  he 
did  not  dare  go  back  to  complete  it  He  and  his  family  were  refugees 
because  he  had  insisted  on  exercisiug  his  right  to  vote  his  principles. 

Clay  County. — In  this  county,  the  returns  before  the  State  canvass- 
ing-board, printed  with  the  testimony  before  them  herewith  submitted, 
were  ambiguous  and  uncertain.  The  returns  showed  on  their  face  that 
a  certain  number  of  votes  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks  did  not  contain  the 
names  of  any  presidential  electors.  Whether  these  votes  were  counted 
in  or  out  by  the  county  canvassers  was  in  great  doubt  from  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  paper,  although  it  seemed  probable  they  were  counted  in  by 
comparison  with  the  figures  for  State  officers.  The  county  canvassers 
had  also  assumed  judicial  powers  and  further  complicated  matters  by 
^pnrging  the  poll,"  although  not  in  this  particular.  The  State  board 
sought  by  evidence  to  get  at  the  true  vote,  and  corrected  the  returns  by 
such  evidence.  Under  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  that  they  must 
njeeta  county  if  the  true  vote  could  not  be  ascertained  from  the  face, 
the  board  were  compelled  to  reverse  this  action,  and  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive reject  the  whole  return  on  their  recanvass  for  governor. 

A  number  of  witnesses  from  various  parts  of  the  State  testified  to  the 
existence  of  a  bitter  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  natives  against  republi- 
cans, which  was  manifested  in  social  and  in  business  ostracism,  and  in 
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acts  of  persecution  of  various  kinds^  frequently  leading  to  violence. 
It  seems,  however,  to  be  the  opinion  of  men  of  southern  birth  that 
there  is  more  bitterness  toward  them  for  being  republicans  than  toward 
republicans  of  northern  birth ;  that  they  are  in  more  danger  from  vio- 
lence. Northern  men  who  have  been  in  the  State  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  and  done  much  in  the  development  of  its  resources,  are  strongly 
characterized  as  "carpet-baggers"  if  they  happen  to  forget  that  opin- 
ions are  not  to  be  expressed  on  political  matters  unless  they  accord  with 
those  of  the  classes  who  formerly  ruled  the  State  and  held  one-half  of  its 
people  as  chattels.  Gentlemen  who  have  made  large  investments,  or 
carried  on  valuable  business  enterprises  in  the  State,  who  were  treated 
with  much  consideration  as  long  as  tbey  were  indifferent  in  politics  or 
seemed  to  side  with  the  ^<  conservative"  party,  showed  some  interest  in 
the  recent  election  on  the  republican  side,  and  found  themselves  at  once 
transformed  into  *•  carpet-baggers,"  and  the  objects  of  insult.  For 
proof  of  this,  and  that  it  may  be  seen  that  we  make  no  overstatement, 
reference  is  made  to  the  testimony  of  Abbott,  Moore,  Cessna,  and  others, 
herewith  submitted. 

These  facts  may  show  nothing  more  than  undue  provincialism ;  but  it 
cannot  be  conceded  that  the  free  passage  of  citizens,  and  their  change 
of  residence  from  State  to  State,  may  be  impeded.  Neither  can  it  be 
conceded  that  citizens  must  forego  the  freedom  of  their  political  action 
as  a  condition  of  domicile  in  any  State.  However  restraint  in  such 
matters  may  have  been  convenient  in  former  times,  when  fatal  conse- 
quences might  have  arisen  from  a  slave  insurrection,  fortunately  there 
does  not  now  exist  in  any  part  of  the  Union  a  condition  of  things  that 
renders  free  speech  dangerous  to  any  community. 

So  &r  as  the  laws  of  Florida  are  concerned,  including  its  constitution, 
there  is  no  attempt  to  abridge  the  right  of  any  qualified  person  to  vote. 
The  only  evidence  of  such  attempts  is  found  in  the  intolerance  of  the 
democratic  party,  which  resorts  to  violence  to  the  extent  hereinbefore 
stated,  and  to  social  and  business  ostracism*  When  these  are  not  suf- 
ficiently effectual,  resort  is  had  to  frauds  in  elections,  and  the  commit- 
tee, even  with  the  brief  time  at  their  disposal,  unearthed  flagrant 
instances  of  it,  difficult  as  such  frauds  are  of  detection. 

Some  point  was  made  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Pearce,  one  of  the  republi- 
can electors,  was,  some  years  ago,  convicted  of  bribery  of  a  member 
of  the  legislature,  and  that  he  was  disqualified,  therefore,  from  being 
appointed  an  elector.  In  the  testimony  will  be  found  a  pardon  granted 
to  him  by  the  pardoning  board  of  the  State,  on  the  ground  of  wrongful 
conviction,  which  is  ample  and  regular  in  all  its  terms.  It  is  contended 
that  as  the  constitution  of  the  State  authorizes  the  granting  of  pardons 
^  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  provided  by  Jaw  relative  to  the 
manner  of  applying  for  pardons;''  that  as  the  legislature  has  never 
provided  the  manner  of  applying  for  pardons,  therefore  the  pardoning 
power  cannot  be  exercised.  The  committee  do  not  deem  this  objection 
tenable.  The  supreme  court  of  Florida  (14  Fl.,  319)  treat  the  power  as 
existing  and  properly  exercised  in  the  absence  of  a  statute,  and  state 
its  effects  to  be  that  the  pardoned  offender  is  '^  as  innocent  in  the  eye 
of  the  law  as  if  he  had  never  committed  the  offense."  <^  If  granted 
after  conviction  it  removes  the  penalties  and  disabilities,  and  restores 
him  to  all  his  civil  rights." 

From  the  foregoing  the  committee  find  the  following 

PRINCIPAL  CJONCLUSIONS  OP  LAW  AND  PACT. 

I.  That  the  Florida  can vassing-board,  consisting  of  the  secretary  of 
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state,  State  comptroller,  and  attorney-general,  created  by  the  State 
statute  of  February  27, 1872,  authorized  to  canvass  the  returns  of  every 
election,  and  to  determine  and  declare  who  shall  have  been  elected^  and 
required  to  make  and  sign  a  certificate  stating  the  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  and  the  number  given  for  each  person,  and  declaring  the  re- 
sult of  the  election,  the  same  to  be  duly  recorded  and  published,  having 
made  such  canvass,  and  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1876,  determined, 
declared,  and  duly  certified  that  of  the  votes  for  electors^- 

F.  C.  Hamphreys  reodved  23,849  votes } 

Chariea  H.  Pearce  reo^ved  23,844  votes ; 

WiUiMi  H.  Hcdden  received  23,848  votes; 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  23,843  votes; 

James  E.  Yonge  received  22,923  votes ; 

Wilkinson  Gall  received  22,919  votes ; 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  22,921  votes ; 

Bobert  Bollock  received  22,919  voteis  ; 
and  the  first  four  persons  thus  declared  elected  having  exercised  their 
fanctions  by  voting  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  having  duly 
forwarded  the  result  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  as  required 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  such  canvass,  deter- 
mination, and  declaration,  made  by  a  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject-matter  and  authorized  to  make  the  same,  is  now  final  and 
conclusive,  and  not  reviewable  or  reversible  by  any  other  tribunal  or 
power  whatsoever. 

IL  That  if  any  tribunal  exists,  or  can  be  created,  authorized  to  go 
behind  the  decision  and  declaration  of  the  Florida  canvassing-board, 
which  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  and  was  authorized  and 
required  to  determine  and  certify  the  result  of  the  election,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  board,  in  the  exercise  of  its  statutory  powers,  was 
authorized  to  exercise  the  ^uo^i  judicial  functions  of  going  behind  the 
county  retams,  and  to  receive  evidence  to  show  whether  they  were  so 
irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  true  vote  could  not  be  ascertained 
therefrom,  and  in  any  such  case,  in  its  discretion,  either  to  reject  the 
country  return  entirely,  or  to  reject  so  much  of  the  vote  returned  therein 
as  should  be  shown  to" be  irregular,  false,  or  firaudulent,  and  retain  and 
include  in  its  determination  so  much  thereof  as  it  should  decide  to 
be  a  true  vote ;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  these  statutory  powers  of 
the  board,  it  rightly  came  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the  evidence  shown 
and  duly  filed  and  preserved  in  accordance  with  law,  that  the  result  of 
the  election  was  as  stated  in  its  determination,  declaration,  and  certifi- 
cate. 

in.  That  even  if  any  such  revisory  tribunal  were  to  conclude  that  the 
canvassing-board,  upon  proof  that  any  return  was  so  irregular,  false, 
and  fraudulent  that  the  true  vote  of  the  county  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained, had  only  the  power  to  reject  such  return  entirely,  and  could  not 
nndertake  to  separate  the  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  portions  of  the 
Tote  from  the  true  vote,  and  let  the  latter  stand,  and  include  the  same 
in  its  determination  and  declaration,  the  result  of  even  such  a  ''  minis- 
terial canvass"  as  this,  according  to  the  ''face  of  the  returns,''  would 
have  been  either  47  majority  for  the  same  electors,  as  appeared  by  the 
ftce  of  the  returns  opened  by  the  board  on  November  28,  and  adjudged 
by  it  before  proceeding  to  the  ^wa^i  judicial  canvass,  to  be  the  regular 
retaims;  or  else  211  majority  for  the  same  electors  as  appeared  by  its 
recaiivass'  December  27,  of  the  vote  for  governor,  under  the  order  of 
tile  supreme  court  either  to  reject  entirely  any  contested  county  return, 
or  to  count  it  according  to  its  face,  but  not  to  attempt  to  separate  the 
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false  or  fraudulent  from  the  true  vote,  and  to  reject  the  former  and 
count  the  latter. 

IV.  That  if  any  such  tribunal  exists  or  can  be  created,  whether  such 
tribunal  be  the  State  court  acting  on  quo  warranto^  or  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  authorized  to  go  behind,  review,  reverse,  or  correct 
the  decision  of  the  Florida  canvassing-board,  and  declare  a  different 
result,  it  will  be  immaterial  before  such  tribunal  what  were  the  princi- 
ples (whether  that  they  had  ^lio^i  judicial  or  only  limited  ministerial 
powers)  or  the  evidence  (whether  competent  and  sufftcient  or  inadmissi- 
ble and  inconclusive)  upon  which  such  board  acted.  Either  the  de- 
termination AND  DECLARATION  OP  THE  BOARD,  DULY  CERTIFIED 
AND  ACTED  ON,  IS  TO  STAND  AS  MADE,  or  the  revisory  tribunal  is  bound 
to  disregard  it  altogether  and  go  to  the  very  truth  and  bight  of 
THE  HATTER,  the  ultimate  facts  of  the  election,  and  to  ascertain  and 
give  effect,  as  in  all  duly -contested  elections,  to  the  true  vote. 

Should  any  such  tribunal  exist,  its  true  finding,  upon  a  due  investiga- 
tion and  trial  of  the  election,  would  be  a  larger  majority  for  the  Hayes 
electors  than  that  declared  on  the  6th  of  December,  as  has  been  fully 
shown. 
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Hkm  Congress,  (  SENATE.  (  Eep.  611. 

2d8es9um.       ]  \    Part  4. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  5,  1877.— Ordered  to  be  printed  to  accompany  Report  No.  611,  made  January 

29,  1877. 


Mr.  Cooper,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted 

the  following  as  the 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  Senate,  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1876,  passed  the  following 
resolntions : 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the  fbnrteentb  article  of  the  amendments 
te  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  that  **  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among^ 
the  several  States  according^  to  their  respective  numbers,  counting  the  whole  number  of  ]>er- 
sons  in  each  State,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the  ri^ht  to  vote  at  any  election 
ix  the  choice  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  theUuited  States,  Representatives 
in  Conness,  the  executive  and  judicial  officers  of  a  State,  or  the  members  of  the  le^slature 
tbereoCis  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such  State,  beings  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way  abrid^ired,  except  for  participation  in 
T^llion,  or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  propor- 
tion which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  male  citizens 
twentv-one  years  of  a^e  in  such  State. 

And  whereas  it  is  Sieged  that  in  several  of  the  States,  and  particularly  in  the  States  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  the  right  of  male 
inhabitants  ot  said  States,  respectively,  bein^  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  to  vote  at  the  late  elections  of  the  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  for  the  executive  and  judicial 
oflioen  of  such  States,  and  for  members  of  the  legislature  thereof,  has  been  denied  or  greatly 
abridged:  Therefore, 

RttUved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  when  appointed,  be,  and  it 
berebyis,  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be — 

1.  Whether  in  any  of  the  elections  named  in  said  amendment  in  said  States,  in  the  years 
1875  or  1876,  the  right  of  any  portion  of  such  inhabitants  and  citizens  to  vote  as  aforesaid 
htt  been  in  anywise  deniM  or  abridged. 

2.  To  what  extent  such  denial  or  abridgment  has  been  carried. 

3.  By  what  means  such  denial  or  abridgment  has  been  accomplished. 

4.  Bv  whom  has  such  denial  or  abridgment  been  effected. 

a>  With  what  motives  and  for  what  purposes  has  such  denial  or  abridgment  been  carried 
on. 

6.  By  what  anthorify  or  pretended  authority  has  such  denial  or  abridgment  been  exercised. 

BttJved  fmrtker,  That  the  said  committee  have  power  to  employ  such  number  of  stenog- 
npbers  as  shall  be  needful,  and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during 
tbe  sessions  of  the  Sienate,  and  to  appoint  subcommittees  with  full  power  to  make  the  in- 
<iniries  aforesaid  and  report  the  same  to  the  committee. 

ketQlv^furtheTf  Thkt  said  committee,  in  order  to  the  more  speedy  performance  of  its  duties, 
bare  pow^  to  pro^de  for  the  taking  of  affidavits,  on  the  subjects  aforesaid,  before  any 
oSeer  authorized  bj:^laws  of  the  United  States  to  take  affidavits,  and  to  receive  and  con- 
Bte  the  same. 

lUm/Utd /vrther^'EbBit  the  said  committee  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
^gibility  to  officer'nttder  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  any  persons  ailecf>d  to. 
liave  been  inelifl^blilt  :en  the  7t^  day  of  November  last,  or  to  be  ineligible  as  electors  of  Presi- 
^eot  and  Vice-^tatdeiit  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  certificates  of  election  have  been  or 
■bail  be  issued  1^  the  executive  authority  of  any  State  as  such  electors ;  and  whether  the 
H^omtment  of  ^fefiton  or  those  claiming  to  be  such  in  any  of  the  States  has  been  made, 
ciuierby  force,  ftm^^  or  other  means,  otherwise  than  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution 
•nd  I&ws  of  the  IJi^l^  Stales  and  the  laws  of  tbe  respective  States ;  and  whether  any  such 
appointment  or  action  of  any  such  elector  has  been  in  anywise  unconstitutionally  or  unlaw- 
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fully  interfered  with  ;  and  to  inquire  and  report  whether  Confess  has  any  constitutional 
power,  and,  if  so,  what,  and  the  extent  thereof,  in  respect  of  the  appointment  of  or  action  of 
electors  ot  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  or  over  returns  or  certificates 
of  votes  of  snch  electors  ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  employ  a  stenographer,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  11th  day  of  December  the  Senate  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved f  That  the  several  suhcommittees  of  the  Committee  on  Privileees  and  Electiona, 
authorized  and  instructed  hy  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Edmunds  (bemg  Senate  Miscel- 
laneous Document  No.  1,  of  this  session)  to  inquire  and  report  concerning  certain  matters 
relating  to  elections,  and  any  other  subcommittees  into  which  said  first-named  subcommit^ 
tees  may  be  divided,  shall  lie  committees  of  the  Senate,  so  that  the  chairmen  thereof  shall 
be  authorized  to  administer  oaths  under  the  provisions  of  section  101  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

As  cfne  of  the  Gominittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  assigned  to 
make  the  authorized  inquiries  as  to  the  State  of  Florida,  and  being 
unable  to  agree  with  the  report  of  the  committee  heretofore  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  I  deem  it  proper  to  submit  my  conclusions  upon  the  mat- 
ters referred. 

The  report  of  the  committee  shows,  and  with  this  I  concur,  that  "  so 
far  as  the  laws  of  Florida  are  concerned,  including  its  constitution,  there 
18  no  attempt  to  abridge  the  right  of  any  qualified  person-  to  vote.'^  On 
the  contrary,  every  person  is  protected  in  the  exercise  of  that  right, 
under  severe  penalties,  against  those  who  may  endeavor  in  any  way  to 
deny  or  abridge  it.  And,  so  far  as  the  evidence  taken  before  us  shows, 
no  male  person  twenty-one  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
was  denied  the  right  to  vote  in  that  State  during  the  late  election,  un- 
less the  action  of  the  late  governor,  M.  L.  Stearns,  and  his  official  ap- 
pointees, in  the  county  of  Manatee,  may  be  considered  as  an  attempt  to 
deny  or  abridge  this  right  of  the  citizens  of  that  county.  Under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  Florida  the  right  to  appoint  all  State  officers, 
except  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  members  of  the  legislature, 
and  constables,  is  vested  in  the  governor.  Many  of  the  county  officers 
are  removable  at  his  pleasure. 

The  county  of  Manatee  has  always  given  a  large  majority  of  the  votes 
polled  in  favor  of  tbe  democratic  party. 

The  duty  of  registering  the  voters,  preparing  election-blanks  and  reg- 
istration-lists, and  supplying  them  to  tbe  officers  of  election  at  the  vari- 
ous voting-precincts  is  devolved  by  law  upon  the  county  clerks.  The 
clerk  of  Manatee  county,  who  was  a  republican,  resigned  his  office  prior 
to  the  last  election,  and  the  governor  neglected  to  appoint  a  sncceAaor 
until  just  before  tbe  election,  when  he  appointed  a  person  of  his  own 
party,  who  could  not,  or  would  not,  give  bond  and  qualify.  The  lea<1- 
ing  citizens  made  every  exertion  to  have  him  do  so.  They  also  applied 
to  tbe  secretary  of  state  to  issue  authority  to  him  to  act,  so  as  to  per- 
form tbe  necessary  duties  required  in  regard  to  the  ele<;tion,  offering  to 
give  the  necessary  bond  for  that  purpose ;  but  their  request  was  refused, 
and  no  officer  was  furnished  to  perform  the  duties  pointed  out  by  law 
to  be  done,  thus  depriving  a  large  number  of  voters  trom  voting. 

Tbese  tacts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  further  fact  that  the  gov- 
ernor and  his  political  friends,  tbe  returuing-board,  bave  since  the  elec- 
tion done  all  in  their  power  to  exclude  the  votes  polled  in  that  county 
(althougb  every  voter  who  did  vote  was  qualified  to  do  so  under  tbe 
law)  because  of  tbe  alleged  irregularity  of  the  election  occasioned  by 
the  absence  of  pro|>er  county  officers,  induce  the  belief,  if  tbey  do  not 
warrant  the  conclusion,  tbat  it  was  an  effort  upon  the  part  of  those  in 
autiiority  in  that  Stnte  to  deny  and  abridge  the  right  to  vote  of  firom 
four  to  seven  hundred  qualified  voters. 
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The  committee  in  their  report  have  considered,  and  in  many  instances 
based  their  conclusions  apon,  the  evidence  used  before  the  retarniug- 
board  or  State  canvassers  during  their  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  at  the 
late  election.  This  evidence  was  filed  before  ns,  not  as  proof  of  the 
substantive  facts  contained  in  it,  but  as  showing  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  canvassing  board  acted.  In  this  latter  view  it  was  couipe- 
tent.  Bat  I  insist  that  it  is  not  competent  testimony  for  any  other  par- 
pose.  We  are  authorized  by  the  resolutions  to  take  testimony  and  re- 
port, Dot  to  report  upon  testimony  already  taken,  consisting  almost  en- 
tirely of  ex'parte  affidavits,  taken  without  authority  of  law,  which,  as 
shown  by  the  report  made  by  the  committee,  are  wholly  unreliable.  I 
shall  therefore  exclude  such  testimony  from  consideration,  and  base  my 
coDdosions  upon  the  evidence  of  witnesses  examined  before  us.  Thus 
confiued,  it  is  easy  to  show  that  many  of  the  conclusions  stated  by  the 
committee  in  their  report  are  untenable  and  not  sustained  by  the  evi- 
dence. We  were  not  authorized  to  investigate  illegal  or  fraudulent 
Toting.  We  were  not  clothed  with  the  powers  incident  to  a  court  or 
other  tribunal  whose  duty  it  ie  to  purge  the  polls.  Our  duties  are  spe- 
cifically mentioned  in  the  resolution,  and  do  not  include  the  examina- 
tion into  the  conduct  of  the  election  as  regards  fraudulent  or  illegal 
voting. 

A  majority  of  the  committee  thought  otherwise,  and  evidence  was 
introdaced  intended  to  ahow  fraud  and  irregularity  in  the  conduct  of 
the  election,  but  which  failed  wholly  to  establish  any  such  thing. 

The  conclusions  I  have  reached  are  based  upon  the  evidence  actually 
taken,  and  will  be  sustained  by  it  in  every  particular. 

The  election  was  conducted  peacefully,  quietly,  without  violence,  o** 
CTen  disorder.  No  riotous  or  disorderly  behavior  occurred  during  the 
day  of  election ;  but  everything  was  so  pleasant  that,  to  use  the  Ian- 
ghage  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  ^'  it  seemed  as  if  we  were  at  a  picnic.'' 
There  was  but  one  instance  of  even  angry  words,  and  they  were  few. 
This  arose  from  the  challenge  by  a  colored  United  States  supervisor  of 
the  vote  of  a  colored  democrat  offering  to  vote,  upon  the  ground  that 
he  was  under  age.  The  voter  was  sworn  an<i  examined,  and  allowed  to 
TOte.  The  angry  feeling  which  was  exhibited  only  manifes4)ed  itself  in 
words,  and  was  of  short  duration.  No  other  unpleasantness  occurred 
anywhere  during  the  election,  unless  the  conduct  of  a  deputy  United 
States  marshal  at  Jjake  City,  as  detailed  by  himself,  may  be  claimed  a« 
unpleasant  and  disorderly.  This  is  very  remtirkable,  considering  the 
excitement  which  prevailed.  All  of  the  witnesses  examined,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  not  exceeding  a  dozen  in  number,  belonged  to  the 
repoblican  party,  and,  of  course,  detailed  every  instance  of  violent  or 
disorderly  conduct  within  their  knowledge.  And  I  may  add,  some  of 
them  testified  to  facts  of  which  they  had  no  personal  knowledge. 

The  committee  in  the  report  submitte  1  have  dwelt  more  in  dt'tail  upon 
the  law  and  facts  which  they  assume  bear  upon  the  election  of  electors 
for  President  and  Vice-President  than  on  any  other  matter,  whether 
^thin  or  without  the  scope  of  our  investigation.  Followin^^  their  ex- 
^ple,  I  am  led,  first,  to  speak  of  the  State  law  relating  to  elections 
^d  the  canvass  of  the  vote  under  it. 

That  law  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  On  the  thirty- fifth  day  after  the  holding  of  any  general  or  special  (rlection  £or  aay 
State  officer,  member  of  the  legislature,  or  Representative  in  Congress,  o*  sooner  if  the  re^ 
tnriM  shall  tiave  been  received  from  the  several  coantif s  wherein  elections  shall  have  be  'n 
M,  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney -general,  aud  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  or  any 
two  of  them,  together  with  any  other  member  of  the  cabinet  who  may  l««*  desigti:  ted  by 
tk«i,  akail  meet  at  the  office  ot  the  secretary  of  state,  pursuant  to  notice  to  be  giveu  by  the 
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secretary  of  state,  and  form  a  board  of  state  canyassers,  and  proceed  to  canvass  the  retams 
of  said  election,  and  determine  and  declare  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  any  sach  office, 
or  as  such  member,  as  shown  by  such  retams.  If  any  such  returns  shall  be  shown  or  shall 
appear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the 
true  vote  for  any  such  officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not  include  such 
return  in  their  determination  and  declaration,  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and 
file  in  his  office  all  snch  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents  and  papers  as  may 
have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  board  of  canvassers.  The  said  board  shall  make  ana 
sign  a  certificate  containing,  in  words  written  at  full  length,  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  office,  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  person  for  each  office,  and  for  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature,  and  therein  declare  the  result,  which  certificate  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  the  secretary 
of  state  shall  cause  a  certified  copy  of  such  certificate  to  be  published  once  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  printed  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Upon  the  proper  constraction  of  this  law  depends  the  jnst  solation  of 
all  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  iu  Florida  and  has  so  much  troubled 
the  whole  country.  A  strict  adherence  to  the  provisions  of  that  law 
would  have  long  since  settled  the  presidential  contest  in  conforinfty 
with  the  expressed  will  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  American  people. 
It  is  also  the  only  way  by  which  a  truthful  answer  may  be  given  to  one 
of  the  inquiries  submitted  by  the  resolution  for  our  investigation  and 
report,  to  wit:  "Whether  the  appointment  of  electors,  or  those  claiming 
to  be  such,  in  any  of  the  States  has  been  made  either  by  force,  fraud, 
or  other  means,  otherwise  than  in  conformity  with  the  Constitutfon  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  States."  It 
cannot  be  denied  with  truth  that,  if  the  votes  had  been  counted  as  they 
appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  true  returns,  and  as  they  were  actually 
placed  in  the  ballot-boxes  by  persons  permitted  by  the  proper  officers 
of  election  to  deposit  them  there,  a  majority  would  be  shown  in  favor 
of  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors.  This  will  be  made  plain  to  any 
one  who  will  take  the  tabulated  returns  of  election  furnished  to  the 
committee  by  S.  B.  McLiu,  secretary  of  state,  and  certified  to  by  him  as 
the  returns  would  show  upon  their  face. 

It  is  true  he  places  in  this  statement  the  returns  from  Baker  County, 
as  sent  up  by  the  county  judge,  who  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  assisted 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace  commissioned  by  the  governor  after  the  elec- 
tion for  that  purpose,  and  which  excludes  two  precincts  in  the  county. 
He  adds,  in  a  note,  that  there  were  two  other  returns  from  Baker 
County,  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
dated  the  8th  and  13th  of  November,  identical  except  as  to  dates,  which 
includes  all  the  districts  in  the  county. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark,  in  passing,  that  the  only  returns  authorized 
by  the  laws  of  Florida  to  be  sent  to  the  State  canvassing-board  for  their 
action  must  be  sent  from  the  clerk's  office  of  the  different  counties.  The 
result  of  the  county  canvass  must  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
county  clerk,  and  from  there  be  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  state,  to 
be  placed  by  him  before  the  board  of  State  canvassers.  The  county 
canvass  is  directed  to  be  made  not  later  than  the  sixth  day  after  the 
election,  at  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county. 

It  is  to  be  made  by  the  clerk,  county  judge,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  county,  who  are  by  law  created  a  board  for  that  purpose.  If 
either  the  clerk  or  judge  is  disqualified  or  nnable  from  any  cause  to 
act,  then  the  sheriff  of  the  county  shall  take  the  place  of  the  person  so 
disqualified. 

In  this  particular  case  the  clerk  was  in  no  way  disqualified  or  unable 
to  act.  He  was  at  his  office  on  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  making 
the  canvass  ready  to  do  his  duty.  The  county  judge,  who  should  have 
acted  with  him,  failed  to  come  to  the  clerk's  office  as  required  by  law ; 
but  for  some  reason  best  known  to  himself,  and  in  collusion  with  the 
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gherifF,  who,  ander  the  circnmstances,  had  no  more  right  to  act  than  any 
other  citizen  or  stranger,  made  a  canvass  of  so  many  of  the  votes  of 
that  coanty  as  suited  his  purpose,  and  forwarded  the  result  of  such 
illegal  and  fraudulent  canvass  to  the  State-board  as  the  vote  of  the 
coQDty.  And  this  act  of  perfidy  they  would  have  been  unable  to  per- 
petrate in  so  formal  a  manner  but  for  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the 
governor,  who  was  himself  a  candidate  for  re-election,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  justice  of  the  peace  who  was  willing  to  become  a  partner  in 
the  nefarious  wrong  which  they  were  attempting  to  commit.  The  evi- 
dence on  file  conclusively  establishes  this  conduct  of  the  governor. 

By  the  acceptance  of  this  fraudulent  and  illegal  return,  and  treating 
it  as  the  true  return  from  Baker  County,  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  elect- 
orn  may  be  shown  to  have  a  small  majority  of  the  popular  vote.  But 
this  was  so  glaring  a  wrong,  so  manifest  a  fraud,  as  to  deter  even  the 
majority  of  the  returning-lK)ard — not  overscrupulous,  as  the  sequel  will 
show — from  adopting  it  in  the  canvass  of  the  vote  which  they  made,  and 
npon  which  they  determined  and  declared  the  result  by  which  the  Hayes 
and  Wheeler  electors  were  declared  to  be  elected,  and  upon  which  they 
obtained  the  certificate  of  the  governor,  and  cast  the  vote  of  Florida  for 
Hayes  and  Wheeler.  In  that  canvass  they  determined  and  declared 
that  the  true  vote  of  Baker  County  was  to  be  found  in  the  county  can- 
v>i88  as  made  and  sent  up  to  them  by  the  county  clerk. 

Bat  it  is  insisted  by  the  committee  in  their  report  that,  no  matter 
what  the  returns  may  show  upon  their  face,  they  have  been  submitted 
to  the  returning- board  of  State  canvassers  and  have  been  by  them  can- 
vassed in  conformity  with  the  law  as  they  had  always  construed  it,  and 
a  return  has  been  made  by  them  which  shows  a  majority  of  the  votes 
given  were  in  favor  of  the  republican  electors,  which  is  final  in  its 
character,  and  binding  npon  all,  and  it  cannot  be  lawfully  ^^  reviewed, 
revised,  or  reversed  by  any  power  anywhere  existing.''  No  matter,  say 
this  committee,  how  false  and  fraudulent  the  board  may  have  acted ; 
no  matter  how  subversive  it  may  be  of  the  expressed  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, how  violative  of  every  principle  of  right  and  justice,  yet  it  is  the 
king's  command  and  must  be  obeyed.  Truth,  justice,  right,  may  all  be 
sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  personal  ambition,  partisan  zeal,  malevolent 
hate,  or  individual  cupidity,  yet  it  cannot  be  corrected,  but  must  be 
borne,  be<»nse  there  is  no  power  anywhere  existing  by  which  the  action 
of  this  board  can  be  "  reviewed,  revised,  or  reversed,"  Was  there  ever 
in  the  history  of  modern  civilization  an  agency  of  government  so  poten- 
tial and  invulnerable  t  Kingly  power  never  boasted  or  possessed  an 
attribute  more  destructive  of  liberty  and  justice. 

The  principle  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  announced  that  fraud  may  be 
inviolate,  and  not  only  does  not  taint  and  destroy  that  which  it  enters 
into,  but  may  serve  to  strengthen  and  make  secure  attempted  villainy. 
And  that  which  amazes  us  most  is,  that  such  a  doctrine  is  seriously  in- 
sisted upon  by  honorable  and  wise  Senators  to  insure  the  success  of  ^'a 
party  of  great  moral  ideas" — a  party  accustomed  to  express  contempt 
fiX  the  low  standard  of  morality  which,  it  insists,  characterizes  its  ad- 
versaries. The  protection  afforded  to  fraud  and  knavery  by  the  position 
contended  for  will  make  even  bull-dozing  respectable.  If  the  position 
assumed  by  the  committee  be  the  true  one,  where  is  the  authority  ob- 
tained for  the  passage  of  the  resolution  under  which  we  acted  ?  Why 
exhaust  our  time  and  expend  the  money  of  the  people  in  an  effort  to 
discover  fraud  which  Congress  has  no  power  to  remedy  or  correct  f  It 
may  be  true,  if  the  position  of  the  committee  be  correct,  that  the  Tilden 
and  Hendricks  electors  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  of 
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Florida  fairly  given  through  the  ballot-box,  and  the  legislatnre  may 
have  prescribed  that  a  majority  of  the  people,  by  their  votes  through 
the  ballot-box,  shall  appoint  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States;  yet,  having  by  law  constituted  a  cauvassing- 
board  to  coant  those  votes,  and  they  having  acted,  no  matter  how 
ilegally  and  fraudulently  that  action  may  have  been,  and  how  subversive 
it  may  be  of  the  will  of  the  people,  still  there  is  no  power  existing  any- 
wheie  by  which  it  can  be  reviewed,  revised,  reversed,  or  corrected. 
Tell  it  not  in  high  places.  Publish  it  not  in  the  gates.  Let  it  not  be 
proclaimed  that  we,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  claiming  to  be 
the  representatives  of  the  freest  people  in  the  world,  have  found  in  our 
system  of  government  an  agency  which  may  perpetrate  the  most  out- 
rageous wrongs,  may  be  guilty  of  the  most  unblushing  fraud  and  vil- 
lainy,  which  no  power  known  to  our  laws  can  remedy  or  correct  Surely 
such  a  position  cannot  be  successfully  maintained. 

Fortunately  for  the  country,  and  in  the  interest  of  right  and  justice, 
we  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  legal  and  proper  construction  of  the 
statute  creating  this  returning-board  in  Florida.  Its  meaning  has  been 
defined  and  settled  by  the  only  tribunal  having  authority  under  law  to 
make  such  definition  and  settlement.  There  is  no  principle  in  our  juris- 
prudence more  universally  recognized  by  our  courts  and  statesmen  than 
that  a  construction  given  by  the  courts  of  last  resort  in  any  State  of  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  that  State,  not  alleged  to  be  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  authoritative  and  to  be  accepted 
everywhere  as  the  true  interpretation  of  the  law  passed  upon.  It  is 
never  called  in  question  in  any  other  tribunal.  The  opinion  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  State  of  Florida,  delivered  in  the  case  of  Drew  vs. 
Stearns,  is  so  decisive  an  answer  to  the  opinions  of  the  committee 
upon  the  proper  construction  of  the  act  we  are  considering  that  I  give 
it  in  full,  and  adopt  its  reasoning  as  sound  and  impregnable. 

Supreme  coart  af  Florida,  special  term,  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

The  State  op  FLoamA  on  the  relation  op  George  F.^ 

Drew 

vs. 

Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  op  state,  Clayton  A.  Cow- 

g^U,  comptroller,  and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorDey-general 

of  the  State  of  Florida.    Mandamas. 

Westcott,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court : 

The  view  that  the  board  of  State  canvassers  is  a  tribunal  havinff  power  strictly  judicial, 
such  as  is  involved  in  the  determination  of  the  legality  of.  a  particular  vote  or  election,  can- 
not be  sustained.  The  constitution  of  this  State  (Article  III,  and  section  1  of  Aiticle  VI) 
provides  that  **the  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Florida  shall  be  divided  into 
three  departments — legislative,  executive,  and  judicial ;  and  no  person  properly  belonginsf 
to  one  of  the  departments  shall  exercise  any  functions  appertaining  to  either  of  the  others, 
ezcppt  in  those  cases  expressly  provided  for  by  this  constitution." 

**The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  circuit  court,  countj 
courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace.** 

All  of  the  acts  which  this  board  can  do  under  the  statute  must  be  based  upon  the  returns  ; 
and  while  in  some  cases  the  officers  composing  the  board  may,  like  all  ministerinl  officers  of 
similar  character,  exclude  what  purporis  to  be  a  return  for  irregularity,  still  everythiug  they 
are  authorized  to  do  is  limited  to  what  is  sanctioned  by  authentic  and  true  returns  before 
them.  Their  final  act  and  determination  must  be  such  as  appears  from,  and  is  shown  bj, 
the  returns  from  the  several  counties  to  be  correct.  They  have  no  general  power  to  issae 
subpoenas,  to  summon  parties,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  to  g^nt  a  trial  by 
jury,  or  do  any  act  but  determine  and  declaie  who  has  been  elected  as  shown  by  the  returns, 
Ihey  are  authorized  to  enter  no  judgment,  and  their  power  is  limited  by  the  express  words 
of  the  statute,  which  gives  them  being,  to  the  signing  of  a  certiBcate  containing  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given  for  each  person  for  each  office,  and  therein  declarinc:  the  result  as 
shown  bjf  the  rttums.    This  certificate  thus  signed  is  not  a  judicial  judgment,  and  the  de- 
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tsimioadcm  and  declaration  wbich  they  make  is  not  a  jadicial  declaration— tbat  is.  a 
detenninatiou  of  a  right  after  notice,  according  to  the  general  law  of  the  land  as  to  the  rights 
of  parties,  but  it  is  a  declaration  of  a  conclosiou  limited  and  restricted  by  the  letter  of  the 
statate.  Such  limited  declaration  and  determination  by  a  board  of  State  canvassers  has 
been  declared  by  a  large  majority  of  the  courts  to  be  a  ministerial  function,  power,  and  duty, 
as  distinct  from  a  judicial  power  and  jurisdiction.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  the  courts 
in  Lonisiana,  and  perhaps  another  State,  no  judicial  sanction  can  be  found  for  the  view  that 
these  officers  are  judicial  in  their  character,  or  that  they  have  any  discretion,  either  execu- 
tive, l^islative,  or  judicial,  which  is  not  bound  and  fixed  by  the  returns  before  them.  The 
duty  to  count  these  returns  has  been  enforced  by  mandamus  so  repeatedly  in  the  courts 
of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  that  the  power  of  the  courts  in  this  respect  has  long  since 
ceased  to  be  an  open  question.  Mr.  Justice  Smith,  in  the  very  celebratea  case  of  The  attor- 
ney-general «z  rei.  Bashford  vs.  Barstow,  (4  Wis.,  813,)  when  speaking  of  the  powers  of  the 
board  of  State  canvassers,  after  reciting  their  power  to  **  determine'*  the  result  of  an  elec- 
tion from  the  returns,  says:  "These-  are  not  judicial  but  purely  ministerial  acts."  We 
must,  therefore,  decide  that  the  general  nature  of  the  power  given  by  the  statute  is  minis- 
terial, and  that  to  the  extent  that  any  strictly  and  purely  judicial  power  is  granted,  such 
power  cannot  exist 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  only  remaining  general  question  as  to  the  powers 
of  the  board  under  the  statute.  While  the  general  powers  of  the  board  is  thus  limited  to 
and  by  the  returns,  still  as  to  these  returns  the  statute  provides  that  '*if  any  such  returns 
shall  be  shown  or  shall  appear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be 
nnable  to  determine  the  true  vote  for  any  officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall 
Bot  include  such  return  in  their  determination  and  declaration,  and  the  secretary  of  state 
shall  preserve  and  file  in  his  office  all  such  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents  and 
papers  as  may  have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  board  of  canvassers."  The  words  true 
ujU  here  indicate  the  vote  actually  cast^  as  distinct  from  the  Ui^al  voU.  This  follows,  firsts 
from  the  clear  general  duty  of  the  canvassers,  which  is  to  ascertain  and  certify  the  '*  votes 
fivem^  for  each  person  for  each  office ;  and,  second^  because  to  determine  whether  a  vote 
cast  is  a  legal  vote  is  beyond  the  power  of  this  board.  As  to  the  words  "  irregular,  false, 
and  fraudulent,"  in  this  connection,  their  definition  is  not  required  by  the  questions  raised 
by  the  pleadings  in  this  case.  The  respondents  have  not  alleged  that  they  have  before  them 
aDy  return  '*  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent "  that  they  are  unable  to  determine  the  actual 
vote  cast  in  any  county,  as  shown  by  the  returns ;  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  the 
counting  of  returns  sufficiently  regular  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  and 
Bigning  a  certificate,  are  merely  ministerial  acts.  Under  these  pleadings  the  genuineness 
m  regularity  of  the  particular  returns  in  question  here  are  admitted.  We  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  clear  effiact  of  this  clause  in  the  statute  is  that  a  return  of  the  character  named 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  determination  and  declaration  of  the  board ;  and  that  it  has 
power  to  determine  the  bona-fiie  character  of  the  returns  dehors  their  face.  It  is  not  within 
the  power  of  this  board  to  refuse  to  count  some  of  the  votes  embraced  in  a  return  and  to 
oonnt  others  embraced  therein.  They  must  count  the  whole  of  the  return,  or  muse  reject  it 
ui  ioto.  We  will  also  say  that  the  powers  here  conferred  are  ministerial  powers.  It  is  true 
tbat  in  some  respects  these  powers  are  something  more  than  simple  counting  or  computing, 
bat  they  are  powers  which  necessarily  appertain  to  the  discharge  of  every  ministerial  duty 
of  this  character.  Their  existence  is  no  obstacle  to  the  control  of  such  officers  by  man- 
damus firom  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter. 

In  defining  the  duties  of  a  board  of  State  canvassers,  where  there  was  no  like  clause  to 
this  in  the  act  defining  then-  powers,  this  court  in  13  Fla.,  73,  said:  *' Their  duties  and 
functions  are  mainly  ministerial,  but  are  quasi  judicial,  so  far  as  it  is  their  duty  to  determine 
whether  the  papers  received  by  them  and  purporting  to  be  returns  were  in  fact  such,  were 
feooine,  intelligible,  and  substantially  authenticated  as  required  by  law."  The  power  to 
asoertain  the  regularity,  the  genuineness,  and  the  honesty  of  a  return,  are  powers  of  like 
character  to  those  mentioned  and  thus  described  in  that  case. 

By  the  statute  of  1868,  the  duty  and  power  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  was  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  compiling  of  such  returns  of  any  election  as  should  come  to  their 
hands  from  the  county  canvassing-boards,  and  upon  computation  of  the  aggregate  vote,  as 
shown  by  such  returns,  to  ascertain  who  had  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  any 
office,  and  to  certify  the  result  and  declare  therefrom  who  was  elected  to  any  office. 

Under  this  act  it  became  the  duty  of  the  State  board  to  determine  ministerially  the  result, 
bat  necessarily,  by  the  exercise  of  discretion  and  judgment,  they  must  first  determine  that 
the  papers  before  them  were  genuine,  and  that  they  were  executed  in  form  and  matter  nub- 
stBDtially  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  that  they  were,  in  fact  and  in  law , 
the  returns  of  the  election.  This,  as  was  said  by  this  court  in  a  rormer  case,  was  the  exer- 
cise of  a  auati  judicial  power.  To  the  extent  here  indicated,  a  judgment  in  the  nature  of  a 
jodKial  function  is  necessarily  exercised,  for  if  it  be  otherwise  the  whole  law  is  inoperative 
in  respeet  to  tbe  power  of  the  board  to  do  any  act  whatever.  The  constitutional  provision 
that  the  officers  of  one  department  of  the  government  are  strictly  forbidden  to  do  any  act,  to 
^xerdse  any  function  pertaining  to  any  other  department,  unless  expressly  provided  (or  in 
the  constitution,  must  oe  taken  in  connection  wito  the  provision  (section  U,  article  xiv)  au- 
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thoriz!ng*  and  reqniring  the  legislature  to  provide  for  ascertaining  the  resnlt  from  *'  the  reiams 
of  elections."  This  is  clearly  an  express  authority  for  providing  that  **  returns  of  elections  " 
must  be  received,  considered,  and  passed  upon  by  such  officers  or  persons  as  might  be  desig- 
nated by  the  legislature.  And  the  necessary  conclusion  is  that  such  officers  mav  be  author- 
ized by  the  legislature  to  inquire  into  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  returns  sent  to  them,  and  if, 
upon  such  inquiry,  they  be  satisfied  that  the  return  does  not  show  the  vote  actully  cast  at 
the  election,  but  that  it  states  a  falsehood  as  to  that  fact,  they  may  lay  it  aside  and  refuse  to 
count  the  return  as  is  provided  in  the  act  of  1872. 

**  If,  as  is  here  alleged  by  the  relator,  the  respondents  neglected  to  examine  and  include 
returns  duly  and  legally  made  from  several  of  the  counties,  and  therefore  but  partially  per- 
formed what  they  were  by  law  required  to  do,  it  must  be  considered  that  they  have  not  com- 
plied with  the  law,  and  that  they  must  be  required  to  do  so  by  means  of  the  process  here 
invoked."  This  leads  to  a  careful  exiimination  of  the  pleadings  herein  made.  The  case  is 
before  us  upon  a  demurrer  to  the  return  of  the  respondents  to  the  altemaMve  writ.  The 
alternative  writ  sets  up  the  counting  and  computing  by  the  canvassers  of  the  votes  given  as 
shown  by  the  returns  from  certain  counties  named.  It  alleges  that  returns  of  said  election 
from  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  wherein  elections  have  been  and  were  held  on  the  7th 
day  of  November  for  the  election  of  govenior,  have  been  received  at  the  office  Xyf  the  secre- 
tary of  state ;  that  there  has  been  a  pretended  canvass  of  such  returns,  and  that  as  to  the 
counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Monroe,  and  Manatee,  the  said  canvassers  have  not  confined 
themselves  to  a  canvass  of  the  returns  from  said  counties,  although  the  same  were  not  unin- 
telligible or  fraudulent,  but  genuine  and  bona  fide.  The  relator  then  prays  direction  to  such 
board  of  State  canvassers  that  they  do  canvass  and  count  the  election  returns  for  the  office 
of  governor  from  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  the  State  wherein  an  election  was  held 
for  said  office,  and  that  they  do  canvass  and  count  the  said  election  returns  from  the  said 
counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe.  The  writ  then  proceeds  in  the  usual 
and  proper  form,  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  insert.  The  issues  presented  by  the 
answers,  original  and  amended,  are  special  and  precise,  setting  up,  in  each  case  where  the 
returns  from  any  of  the  said  counties  were  not  counted  and  computed,  the  particular  reason 
and  cause  for  such  action  by  the  board.  The  question  arising  upon  the  demurrer  is,  do 
these  answers  show  sufficient  cause  in  law  why  the  peremptory  writ  should  not  be  awarded  f 
We  examine  each  of  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  answer  as  to  the  several  counties,  being 
guided  and  controlled  in  our  conclusion  by  our  views  of  the  powers  of  the  board  as  herein- 
before defined. 

As  to  the  county  of  Jackson : 

The  answer  sets  up  that  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (557)  votes  were  deducted  from  the 
votes  cast  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  as  appeared  from  the  face  of  the  return,  upon  the  ground 
of  irregularity  and  gross  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election. 

Upon  the  face  of  this  answer,  and  in  view  of  the  express  allegations  of  the  alternative 
writ  as  to  the  genuineness,  intelli^bility,  and  bona  fide  character  of  the  return  of  the  votes 
cast  in  this  county,  and  in  view  of  the  express  admission  by  the  pleadings  that  such  return 
was  a  genuine  return  of  votes  cast,  the  only  question  raised  here  is  wliether,  under  this 
statute,  the  canvassers  can  reject  a  return  of  votes  cast  or  any  of  the  votes  cast  for  irregu- 
larity or  fiaud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election. 

Whether  irregularities  or  fraud  in  an  election  will  authorize  the  rejection  of  a  vote  cast, 
counted,  and  returned  in  a  genuine,  bona  fide  return,  is  a  question  of  law  not  within  the 
power  of  this  board  to  determine.  If  the  return  was  regular,  genuine,  and  bona  fide^  as  it 
was  admitted  to  be  by  the  pleadings,  it  was  the  duty  ot  the  board  to  count  it. 

As  to  the  county  of  Hamilton : 

The  answer  alleges  that  there  was  a  deduction  made  from  the  votes  cast  at  one  precinct^ 
as  appeared  from  the  face  of  the  return,  upon  the  ground  of  gross  violation  of  the  election- 
law  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election.  What  has  been  said  as  to  Jackson  County 
covers  this  case,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  repetition. 

As  to  the  county  of  Monroe  . 

The  answer  alleges  that  the  vote  at  one  precinct  was  deducted  from  the  vote  as  appeared 
from  the  return  from  said  county,  upon  the  ground  of  irregularity  in  the  conduct  of  the 
election  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  precinct.  What 
has  been  said  covers  the  matter  of  irregularity  in  the  election.  As  to  fraud  in  the  conduct 
of  inspectors  at  a  precinct,  it  is  not  aground  upon  which  the  canvassers  can  reject  a  return 
from  tne  county  which  is  genuine  and  bona  fide.  What  is  fraud  in  such  an  inspector  is  a 
question  of  law ;  so  also  is  the  question  whether  such  fraud  by  inspectors  can  vitiate  aa 
election  a  question  of  law.  Both  are  judicial  questions  beyond  the  power  of  the  board  to 
determine. 

As  to  the  county  of  Manatee : 

The  answer  sets  up  that  said  board  did  not  include  the  return  from  said  county  of  Man  • 
atee  in  its  determination  and  declaration  of  the  vote  cast  at  said  election,  upon  the  ground  of 
irregularity  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  1876. 
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The  matter  of  irregularity  and  fraad  here  alleged  has  already  been  considered  in  the  case  of 
other  eonnties. 

The  answer  alleges  further  a^  to  this  county,  that  the  board  did  not  include  the  vote  cast 
therein,  as  it  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  return,  because  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  there 
was  such  irregularity  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  in  said  county  in  receiving 
votes  of  persons  not  registered,  and  there  being  no  registration-list  furnished  inspectors  and 
DO  designation  of  voting-places,  and  no  notice  of  election,  that  said  board  could  not  ascer- 
tiun  the  true  vote. 

A  return  of  votes  east  in  a  county  at  a  g^eneral  election,  of  which  notice  is  g^ven  throuj^h- 
ont  the  State  by  the  proper  executive  authority,  no  notice  of  election  by  local  officers 
(county)  having  been  given,  is  not  a  return  either  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute  regulating  and  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  State  can- 

TSSMTS. 

Like  the  (question  of  the  legality  of  a  vote,  this  is  a  question  of  law  to  be  determined  by  a 
court— a  judicial  question  beyond  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  a  ministerial  officer  under 
the  law,  constitutional  and  statutory.  A  return  of  votes  cast'  in  a  county  at  such  general 
iUetittn^  duly  signed  by  acknowledged  county  officers,  and  regiriar  in  form,  of  which  elec- 
tion no  notice  by  county  officers  as  to  polling- places  is  given,  (the  time  of  the  election 
being  according  to  the  general  notice,^  is  a  return  which  the  State  canvassers  must  count, 
u  it  is  neither  irregular,  false,  nor  frauauleut,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  Whether 
sneh  vote  is  effective  to  vest  the  office  is  a  question  judicial  in  its  character,  which  this  court 
upon  mandamus  should  no  more  determine  than  should  the  State  canvassers.  Such  can* 
vasMTsmust  count  such  returns,  and  so  this  court  should  order.  Whether  all  these  votes 
sorttomed  are  legal  votes  is  another  question,  which  neither  the  State  ciinvassers  can  de- 
termine in  their  action  nor  can  this  court  determine  it  when  it  is  sought  to  direct  them  to 
perform  ministerial  duties. 

As  to  the  counties  of  Hernando,  Orange,  and  Leon  : 

The  answer  states  that  a  number  of  votes  were  deducted  from  the  returns  of  votes  cast  in 
said  counties  becanse  they  were  illegally  cast,  and  that  a  vote  was  deducted  from  the  return 
of  JeSenon  County  because  it  was  fraudulently  cast.  These,  as  we  have  before  said,  are 
qaestions  which  the  law  does  not  authorize  the  board  to  determine.  They  must  count  these 
returns,  as  they  admit  them  by  the  pleadings  to  be  returns  within  the  meaning  of  the  stat- 
nte.  They  nowhere  allege  the  returns  to  be  so  **  irregular,  fahie,  or  fraudulent "  that  they 
cannot  determine  the  vote  cast  from  them. 

As  to  the  county  of  Clay : 

The  answer  states  that  thirty-five  votes  were  added  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  had 
been  improperly  rejected  by  the  county  canvassers  of  the  vote  of  said  county  at  said  elec- 
tion, and  that  six  votes  cast  were  deducted  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  were  cast  by 
non-residents  of  the  county.  It  follows  from  the  views  we  have  taken  of  the  law  applicable 
to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  State  canvassers  that  any  statement  of  votes  by  preoindt  in- 
ipectors,  which  were  not  included  in  the  canvass  made  by  the  county  canvassing- board, 
cannot  be  taken  in  the  count  by  the  State  board,  the  powers  of  the  latter  being  confined  by 
law  to  the  consideration  only  of  such  votes  as  are  duly  returned  by  the  county  board,  and 
the  State  board  in  receiving  other  evidence  of  votes  cast  in  the  county  of  Clay  transcenc'ei 
their  authority.  Such  votes  cannot  be  legally  included  in  the  estimates  of  the  State  can- 
▼as§mg-board. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  raised  in  the  pleadings,  as  well  as  the  other  questions  of 
practiee  and  power,  are  all  adjudicated  in  the  case  of  the  State  on  the  relation  of  Bloxbam 
«*•  The  Board  of  State  Canvassers,  (13  Fla.,  74<-76, )  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  here 
what  is  there  said. 

Under  the  pleadings  and  the  constitution  and  the  statute  as  applied  to  them,  our  judgment 
ia  that  the  demurrer  must  be  sustained  and  the  peremptory  writ  must  be  awarded. 

This  opinion  determines  the  proper  construction  to  be  given  to  tbe 
aet,  and  should  be  accepted  as  correctly  defining  the  duties  of  the  re- 
toming-board  under  it,  and  how  the.y  should  proceed  in  discharging 
those  duties.  It  leaves  no  room  for  cavil  or  debate.  Before  it  was  ren- 
dered, tbe  board  might  have  honestly  entertained  a  different  opinion  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  act  creating  them ;  but  afterward  it  should  have 
been  their  pleasure,  as  it  surely  was  their  duty,  to  comply  with  the 
court's  commands.  And  their  effort  to  evade  that  duty,  by  adhering  to 
their  original  opinions  and  carrying  them  into  effect,  notwithstanding 
the  express  order  of  the  court  to  the  contrary,  strengthens  the  con- 
ation that  the  majority  of  those  who  compose  the  board  were  more 
anxious  to  secure  the  success  of  their  party  than  to  maintain  their 
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character  for  personal  integrity.  The  decision  of  the  conrt  interprets 
the  act  so  as  to  deprive  the  board  of  all  judicial  power.  It  is  insisted, 
however,  by  the  committee  chat  this  decision  is  not  aathoritative  or 
binding  upon  the  republican  electors,  because  they  are  not  parties  to  the 
suit  and  are  not  bound  by  its  decision. 

Conceding  this  to  be  so  as  a  technical  rale,  3'et  the  opinion  is  aathori- 
tative upon  the  board,  and  will  be  a  conclusive  argument  against  the 
validity  of  the  count  made  contrary  to  it  by  those  who  may  be  called 
apou  to  review  their  action.  In  whatever  tribunal  the  count  of  the  vote, 
as  made  by  the  board,  may  be  lawfully  challenged  or  reviewed,  this  de- 
cision of  the  court  must  be  received  and  acknowledged  as  the  true  in- 
terpretation of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  they  should  have  acted, 
and,  of  course,  must  be  destrnctive  of  any  action  upon  their  part  con- 
trary to  it.  The  distinction  sought  to  be  drawn  by  the  committee  in 
their  report  between  the  effect  to  be  given  to  the  certificate  of  the  gov- 
ernor furnished  the  electors  and  the  decision  of  returuiugboards  cannot 
be  maintained. 

Both  are  judicial  a^ts,  or  they  are  alike  ministerial  only.  They  are 
so  similar  in  character  that  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  they  can  be 
80  dissimilar  in  effect.  If  the  determination  and  declaration  of  the  vote 
by  the  board,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  vest- 
ing them  with  power  to  count,  is  so  sacred  and  inviolate  that  it  cannot 
be  questioned  or  reversed,  it  must  be  for  the  reason  that  the  electors  are 
vested  by  such  action  with  the  right  to  exercise  the  functions  of  their 
office,  irrespective  of  the  popular  vote.  Why  should  not  a  like  effect 
be  given  to  the  certificate  of  the  governor  t 

The  action  of  the  electors  will  not  be  formal  without  this.  It  will  be 
so  without  the  other.  The  Returning  board's  action  enables  the  gov- 
ernor to  issue  his  certificate.  This  latter  enables  the  person  named  in  it 
to  serve  as  an  elector.  Why  should  the  former  be  so  inviolate  and  the 
latter  of  such  little  importance?  Because,  say  the  committee,  '•  bis 
certificate  is  as  purely  ministerial  as  those  of  the  clerk  of  a  court  cer- 
tifying a  copy  of  a  judgment.  It  is  a  valid  certificate  if  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  facts  a^>pearing  upon  the  record.  It  is  utterly  invalid 
and  worthless  if  contrary  to  tSose  facts.''  Is  the  declaration  of  the  re- 
turningboard  anything  more  than  a  ministerial  act?  They  certify  a 
fact,  nothing  more.  Why  should  we  give  their  acts  the  effect  of  a  judg- 
ment f  They  are  not  a  court  nor  are  they  vested  by  the  State  law  with 
any  judicial  authority  whatever.  Their  conclusions,  therefore,  cannot 
fairly  be  compared  to  the  judgment  of  a  court.  If  either  certify  antruly, 
no  good  reason  exists  why  the  truth  may  not  be  shown.  The  ultimate 
tact  of  who  has  been  elected  is  the  imi>ortant  one,  and  is  that  which 
once  ascertained  cannot.be  controverted.  The  declaration  of  the  re- 
turniug-board,  like  the  certificate  of  the  governor,  is  a  means  of  deter- 
mining the  important  fact  of  who  has  been  appointed.  To  maintain 
that  one  link  in  the  chain  cannot  be  broken  by  the  mighty  power  of 
truth,  adds  a  like  immunity  to  the  other  links  in  ihe  same  chain. 

A  judgment,  moreover,  is  invalid  if  rendered  by  a  court  which  has 
no  jurisdiction  either  of  the  person  or  subject-matter.  If  the  jurisdic- 
tion to  render  judgment  is  given  upon  conditions  specified,  then,  with- 
out the  conditions  are  strictly  complied  with,  a  judgment  rendered  will 
be  void. 

The  true  principle  seems  to  be  that  the  certificates  of  the  returning- 
board  and  the  governor  are  alike  only  ministerial  and  not  decisive;  they 
singly  or  together  do  not  per  se  confer  authority  to  act  upon  the  person 
receiving  them,  but  are  only  evidence  that  such  authority  has  been  con- 
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ferred  upon  snch  person  by  another  power  authorized  to  bestow  it.  No 
rale  of  law  restrains  under  such  circntustauoes  the  tribunal  called  upon 
to  ascertain  the  truth  from  using  all  the  means  at  their  command  which 
may  aid  them  in  discovering  the  truth. 

The  authority  of  the  returningboard  and  governor  being  alike  min 
isterial  and  not  judicial,  the  certificate  of  either  that  A  B  has  been  ap- 
pointed an  elector  is  only  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  people  who  are 
aatborized  by  the  legislature  to  appoint  electors  have  conferred  that 
honor  upon  him.  But  it  is  not  conclusive  of  that  fact  unless  the  return- 
ing-board  or  governor,  by  their  certificates,  instead  of  the  vote  of  the 
people,  vest  him  with  authority  to  act.  Then  the  vote  of  the  people  is 
of  no  importance ;  but  if  it  is  the  vQi«  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
which  confers  the  authority  to  act,  why  may  it  not  be  ascertained  when 
contrary  to  the  certificates  t  If  it  does  not,  in  fact,  exist,  although  the 
certificates  may  allege  it  to  be  true,  A  B  would  be  clothed  with  no  au- 
thority to  act,  not  having  been  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law.  If  the  governor  certifies  A  B  to  be  elected  when  in  fact  he  was 
not,  and  because  he  was  not  so  elected  you  can  ignore  the  governor's 
act,  why  will  not  the  same  rule  apply  in  the  case  of  a  returningboard 
possessing  no  powers  other  than  ministerial  who  make  a  like  false  dec- 
laration ? 

Bat  what  will  be  the  result  if  we  give  to  the  determination  of  the 
returningboard  the  force  and  effect  of  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction  !  Then  it  must  stand  and  cannot  be  averred  against 
unless  for  fraud.  Fraud,  however,  vitiates  everything  in  which  it  comes 
in  contact.  And  no  rule  of  law  prevents  even  a  judgment  of  a  court 
from  being  set  aside  where  it  appears  to  have  been  fraudulently  obtained. 
Why  should  not  the  action  of  a  returningboard  be  alike  open  to  im- 
peachment when  the  result  of  fraud  ? 

Again,  say  the  committee,  if  this  power  to  examine  into  the  action 
of  the  board  of  canvassers  exists,  it  does  not  stop  at  the  returns  upon 
which  they  acted,  but  it  must  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  polls  and  ascer- 
tain by  an  inspection  of  the  ballot-boxes  the  true  and  legal  votes  polled 
at  the  election.  This  does  not  necessarily  follow.  We  are  to  determine 
who  have  been  appointed  electors  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  legis- 
lature. The  power  to  appoint  electors  is  vested  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  in  the  respective  States,  to  be  exercised  as  the 
legislature  may  prescribe.  The  legislature  having  prescribed  that 
electors  are  to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  people,  it  is  also 
competent  for  them  to  determine  the  form  and  manner  by  which  such 
a  majority  vote  must  be  ascertained.  ' 

In  determining,  therefore,  whether  a  person  has  been  appointed  to 
the  office  of  elector,  it  is  only  necessary  to  establish  that  he  has  received 
a  majority  vote  of  the  people,  asceitained  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law.  If  the  law  prescribes  that  this  result  must  be  determined  by  the 
face  of  the  returns  as  sent  up  from  the  county  and  precinct  officers  of 
election,  then  those  returns  must  be  accepted  and  acted  upon,  and  can- 
not be  controverted.  That  which  will  limit  the  inquiry  of  a  ministerial 
officer  of  the  State  in  determining  who  has  been  elected  to  office,  will 
measure  the  extent  and  limit  the  bounds  of  our  inquiry.  We  can  only 
Bee  that  the  law  of  the  State  prescribing  the  mode  of  appointing  elect- 
ors has  been  faithfully  carried  out  by  those  officers  empowered  by  the 
State  law  to  examine  and  declare  the  vote ;  beyond  that  we  cannot  go. 
The  law  provides  that  the  result  of  an  election  is  to  be  determined  and 
declared  by  the  returning-board, ''  as  shown  by  the  r^^turns,''  such  as  are 
i-'nt  up  Irom  the  county  canvassing-boards.    To  determine  and  declare 
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the  result  in  any  other  way  than  as  "  shown  by  the  returns,''  is  not  in 
conformity  with  law,  and  consequently  nugatory  and  void.  Such  a  de- 
termination and  declaration  is  coram  non  judice^  and  worthless.  It 
ought  not  to  hinder  those  authorized  to  seek  for  the  truth.  Neither 
reason  nor  technical  rules  of  law  erect  any  barrier  to  a  just  and  correct 
solution  of  the  diflflculty. 

If,  however,  the  poll  must  be  purged  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  it  will  not 
vary  the  result.  The  majority  for  the  Tilden  electors  will  be  greatly 
increased  thereby.  The  evidence  taken  before  us,  however,  upon  this 
point,  is  too  meager  and  unsatisfactory  to  be  of  much  weight;  but,  so 
far  as  it  goes,  it  develops  nothing  which  will  overturn  or  impair  the 
majority  as  shown  by  the  returns  themselves.  The  comments  of  the 
committee  upon  the  facts  shown  by  the  evidence  taken  before  the  re- 
turning-board  will  be  best  answered  by  republishing  the  report  made  to 
the  President  by  General  Barlow,  upon  his  return  firom  Florida,  where 
he  had  been  to  witness  the  count,  and  his  letter  published  subsequently 
upon  the  same  subject: 

I  shonld  bave  reduced  the  vote  in  Archer  precinct  No.  2  by  deducting  219  votes  from 
tbe  republican  majority,  tbouf^h  upon  the  conflict  of  evidence  I  think  that  one  mifj^ht  with 
perfect  fairness  and  honesty  decide  the  other  way.  The  cong^ressional  committee  by  proper 
examination  can  demonstrate  almost  to  a  certainty  which  side  is  right  in  this  controversy. 

Having  in  this  case  coirected  the  return  against  the  positive  denials  of  the  election  offi- 
cers, I  should  throw  out  Friendship  Church  precinct  m  Jackson  County,  although  the 
frauds  were  denied  there.  I  think  tne  weight  of  evidence  shows  frauds  on  the  part  of  the 
democratic  inspectors,  and  there  is  no  means  of  giving  relief  short  of  rejecting  the  whole 
poll.     As  to  tbe  Campbell  precinct,  I  cannot  say.  «•  «  • 

I  should  not  have  rejected  the  Key  West  precinct  in  Monroe  County.  Courts  are  relao- 
tant  to  reject  whole  polls,  thereby  disfranchising  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  :  and  it  never 
should  be  done  except  upon  very  clear  proof  that  it  is  impossible  to  place  any  reliance  on 
the  returns.  But  when  you  find  that  the  board  left  this  questiou  to  the  democratic  attor- 
ney-geueral,  and  he  advised  this  action,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  the  board  acted  in  a 
partisan  spirit,  or  that  it  was  not  a  fair  question. 

I  should  not  have  been  willing  to  throw  out  the  county  of  Manatee.  The  absence  of  cer- 
tified copies  of  the  registration-lists  at  the  polls  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  justify  the  excln- 
sion  of  the  county  without  proof  that  those  who  voted  were  in  point  of  fHCt  not  registered. 

But  the  proof  that  no  polling-places  were  fixed  rests  upon  a  single  affidavit,  and  it  is  not 
clear  that  the  attention  of  the  other  side  was  directed  to  the  point  in  time  to  contradict  it. 
The  precise  truth  upon  this  point  can  readily  be  ascertained  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  no 
polling-places  were  appointea,  it  will  be  impossible  to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  board, 
nowever  harsh  may  have  been  the  rule  applied  by  them. 

As  to  the  action  of  the  board  in  Hamilton  County,  I  do  not  know  the  facts  and  proofs, 
and  can  give  no  opinion.  It  was  reported  in  Tallahassee  that  Mr.  Cocke  concurred  in  tbe 
result  in  this  count v,  but  I  see  that  in  his  protest  he  condemns  it. 

I  may  say  here  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  deciding  this  case  the  judgment  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  canvassing-board  was  much  affected  by  the  example  set  by  the  democratic 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  election  case  of  Piatt  against  Goode,  in  which  the  vote  of 
a  whole  county  giving  a  large  republican  majority  was  rejected  for  the  sole  reason  that  a 
few  unimportant  words  of  attestation  upon  a  county  return  were  omitted,  although  a  copy 
correctly  attested  and  certified  was  produced.  This  deeiniou  was  far  more  flagrantly  wrong 
than  any  made  in  the  Florida  case,  and  it  called  from  the  democratic  chairman  of  the  House 
committee  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  Massachusetts)  the  declaration  that  it  was  **  the  greatest  ont- 
rage  upon  free  elections  ever  perpetrated  in  this  or  any  other  country,"  or  words  to  that 
effect.  In  view  of  this  decision  by  the  democratic  House,  it  is  perhaps  too  much  to  expect 
that  this  political  tribunal  in  Florida  should  overlook  the  serious  irregularities  and  illegali- 
ties in  the  polls  rejected  by  them. 

Although  I  understand  perfectly  what  the  result  wonld  be  if  the  board  had  decided  the 
several  cases  mentioned  as  I  should  bave  decided  them,  yet  I  do  not  feel  sure  to-day  whether 
the  vote  as  actually  cast  gave  a  Hayes  or  a  Tilden  majority.  Several  attacks  were  made  on 
the  republican  side,  which  the  board  passed  over  hurriedly  or  did  not  decide  at  all,  and 
which  seemed  to  me  to  have  a  good  deal  of  force  in  them.  The  reason,  I  presume,  was, 
that  the  time  being  very  short  and  the  action  as  had  giving  republican  majorities,  other 
cases  of  contest  were  passed  over.  What  the  result  would  tiave  been  if  all  tbe  cases  had 
been  fully  considered  I  cannot  say.  »  »  #  #  »  • 

Very  respectfully 

FRANCIS  C.  BARLOW. 
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New  York,  December  15,  1876. 
MtDear : 

I  eertainlj  thought  I  had  made  my  own  opinion  clear  as  to  the  points  of  <  out  )st  of  which 
I  profeflsed  to  have  knowledge. 

A  litlle  calculation  woald  have  shown  what  it  was.  On  the  face  of  the  returns  the  vote 
wm:  Hajee,  24,327;  Tllden,  24,287.  Certain  additions  and  deductions  were  aspreed  on 
noaiiiniously  by  the  board,  which  we  may  assume  to  be  correct  These  conceded  chanj^es 
left  it :  Hayes,  24,287 ;  Tilden,  24,438.  Then  I  should  have  t  irown  out  219  republican 
Totee  in  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  and  also  Friendship  Church  p  eel  act  in  Jackson  County,  as 
I  majority  of  the  board  did.  They  also  rejected  Campbellton  Church  precinct  in  this 
eoQDty,  as  to  which  I  do  not  know  the  facts,  but  will  assume  that  it  was  rightly  rejected,  as 
it  does  not  alter  the  result  to  which  I  should  have  come. 

Tbe  two  last  precincts  disposed  of  121  republican  aud  436  democratic  Totes,  and  deduct- 
ion thste  and  the  219  in  Archer,  you  get  the  following  result : 

TiMen 24,002 

Hiyes 2:^,947 

Tilden's  majority 55 

I  should  have  come  to  this  result  after  passing  upon  all  the  cases  before  the  board 
except  Hamilton  County.    It  is  this  county  which  causes  the  only  doubt  I  have  about  it. 

Tm  official  minutes  of  the  board,  as  published  in  the  New  York  papers  of  December  1 3, 
itate  that  in  some  precincts  of  this  county  (names  not  griveD)  83  democratic  and  58  republi- 
csu  votes  were  thrown  out.  I  do  not  know  the  ground,  but,  allowing  it,  you  still  mtve  a 
dMiSocratic  majority  of  30. 

Then  comes  Jasper  precinct  No.  2,  where  the  vote  was,  democratic,  323;  republican,  185, 
u  returned.  About  this  case  I  know  only  what  appears  in  the  minutes  of  the  board  and  in 
CowgiH's  letter  and  Cocke's  protest  attached  to  my  report.  The  irregularities  complained 
of  (abaodontng  the  canvass  when  half  dnisKed,  and  turning  it  over  to  two  lawyers,  who 
completed  it  the  next  day)  would  justify  the  throwing  out  of  the  whole  returns ;  but  what  I  am 
in  doubt  about  is  whether  the  inspectors  were  republicans  or  democrats.  Cocke  says,  in  his 
protest,  that  they  were  the  former,  and  Cowgill  and  the  minutes  say  nothing  about  it.  I 
osTe  heard,  and  Cocke  also  says,  that  they  made  affidavits  in  aid  of  the  republican  contest, 
and,  if  so,  I  presume  they  were  republicans.  In  that  case  it  should  be  presumed  that  in  the 
retom  as  maae  they  looked  after  the  interests  of  their  own  party,  and  at  any  rate  I  do  not 
think  that  a  democratic  majority  should  be  thrown  out  because  of  republican  wronfjp-doing, 
if  such  were  the  case.  If  this  precinct  be  reiected  it  would  give  a  republican  majority  in 
the  State,  otherwise  not.  In  the  latter  case  the  Tilden  majority  would  be  so  small  that  per- 
haps some  of  the  republican  contests  which  the  board  did  not  stop  to  consider  (probably 
because  the  minority  had  been  reached  on  other  gprounds)  would  have  changed  the  result,  if 
passed  upon. 

But  there  is  no  use  in  speculating  about  this,  as  the  case  must  be  considered  as  it  was 
made  up  by  the  board.  Leaving  out  the  Jasper  precinct,  we  therefore  see  that,  in  my  opin- 
ion, there  was  a  Tilden  roajori^,  even  considering  that  Campbellton  and  the  first-named 
precinct  in  Hamilton  County  should  be  thrown  out,  which  I  do  not  say  was  rightly  done. 
1  certainly  never  had  anv  doubt  as  to  what  my  own  opinion  was,  except  as  to  this  precinct, 
npoD  which  it  happened  that  I  did  not  know  fully  what  the  evidence  was ;  but  as  I  do  not 
have  the  assurance  to  put  my  own  opinions  above  those  of  the  board  upon  questions  as  to 
which  there  was  conflicting  evidence,  I  was  not  willing  to  give  my  own  views  without  at 
the  same  time  giving  this  evidence ;  and  hence  my  repoit  was  **so  long.*' 

I  am  not  unwilling  to  express  my  opinions,  nor  do  I  object  to  having  any  one  to  whom 
thej  are  of  any  consequence  know  them. 
Tours,  truly, 

FKANCIS  C.  BARLOW. 

Our  investigation  developed  the  following  state  of  facts  as  to  G.  H. 
Pearoe,  one  of  the  electors  on  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  ticket.  He  had 
been  convicted  of  bribery  before  the  date  of  his  appointment  as  an 
elector.  The  constitution  and  laws  of  Florida  declare  that  any  person 
eonvicted  of  bribery  shall  be  disqualiiied  to  vote  or  hold  any  office  in 
that  State. 

A  pardon,  regular  npon  its  face,  has  been  filed,  granted  before  the 
election  in  November  last.  This  pardon,  I  insist,  is  void,  because 
granted  without  authority.  The  constitution  of  Florida  provides  that 
tb^  f^emor  and  justices  of  the  supreme  court  shall  constitute  a  board 
of  pardons,  and  may  pardon  offenders  upon  appUtatian  to  be  made  in  the 
^nner  to  bepremrib^  by  the  legislature. 
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The  legislature  has  never  legislated  upon  the  subject,  and,  therefore, 
there  is  no  mode  or  manner  prescribed  by  the  legislature  tor  making 
application;  I  insist  no  power  exists  in  the  board  to  grant  pardons 
until  the  legislature  acts,  and  the  pardon  is  therefore  void,  and  leaves 
Pearce  under  all  the  pains  aud  penalties  incident  to  conviction  for  so 
heinous  a  crime. 

What  is  the  eflfect-  of  the  pardon  if  valid  t  Upon  this  question  I 
obtained  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general 
of  Florida,  which  I  hereby  incorporate  into  this  report : 

Elector  Pearre,  of  tke  Florida  elecioml  college,  dUquaiiJud  from  acting  as  an  elector^  ^oimg 

a  convicted  felon, 

Charles  H.  Pearce  is  disqualified  from  acting  as  a  presidential  elector  on  the  Hayes  and 
Wheeler  ticket.  It  appears  from  the  record  that  he  has  been  convicted  of  a  felony.  (Vide 
XIV  Florida  Reports,  p.  153.) 

The  offense  for  which  he  was  convicted  was  for  cormpttj  offeriopf  a  sum  of  money  to  a 
legislative  officer  of  the  State  of  Florida,  with  intent  to  influence  his  act  and  vote  upon  a 
matter  then  pending  before  him.  (Statement  of  the  case  in  thu  opinion  of  Mr.  Jastice 
Wescott ) 

The  constitution  of  the  State  of  Florida  says:  **The  legislature  shall  have  power  and 
shall  enact  the  necessary  laws  to  exclude  from  every  office  of  honor,  power,  trust,  or  profit, 
civil  or  military,  within  the  State,  and  from  the  right  of  suffrage,  all  persons  convicted  of 
bribery,  perjury,  larceny,  or  of  iufamons  crimes,"  &c.  (Article  XIV,  section  4,  of  the  State 
constitution.) 

The  legislature  has  passed  an  act  prohibiting  persons  thus  convicted  from  voting.  •  (Acts 
of  Florida,  chapter  1625,  section  6,  p.  3.)      , 

Consequently  the  presidential  elector  Charles  H.  Pearce  cannot  vote  in  this  State,  nnJer 
the  act  prohibiting  persons  convicted. 

It  is  claimed,  and  not  denied,  that  there  has  been  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pardoning 
board  to  pardon  the  said  Pearce.  The  constitution  of  this  State  says :  **  The  governor,  justices 
of  the  supreme  court,  and  attorney-general,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  governor 
shall  be  one,  may,  upon  suc)i  conditi  jus,  and  with  such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  commute  punishment,  and  grant  pardons, 
after  conviction,  in  all  cases  except  treason  and  impeachment,  subject  to  such  regulations  as 
may  be  provided  by  law  relative  to  the  manner  of  applying  for  pardons."  (Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  Article  IV,  section  12.) 

It  is  not  conceded  that  such  an  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  can  relieve  the  per- 
son of  a  special  statutory  disability  which  the  constitution  of  the  State  makes  imperative 
on  the  legislature  to  enact,  and  which,  in  obedience  to  the  constitution,  the  legislature 
has  enacted. 

The  constitution  does  not  say  that  a  pardon,  even  if  the  governor,  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  attorney  general  can  exercise  such  power,  shall  restore  the  convict  to  civil  rights, 
nor  does  the  statute  anywhere  so  provide.  Then  the  said  act  to  which  I  have  alluded,  chap. 
1625,  section  6,  page  3,  presenting  the  disability,  is  in  fall  force  and  effect,  and  it  is  beyond 
the  powef  of  the  pirdoning  board  to  extend  a  pardon  beyond  legal  restrictions,  or  in  the 
absence  of  legal  authority  to  extend  a  pardon  beyond  its  well-conceived  legal  meaning. 
Chief- Justice  Marshall  says,  '*A  pardon  is  an  act  of  grace,  proceeding  from  the  power  in* 
trusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  which  exempts  the  individual  on  whom  it  is  bestowed 
from  the  punishment  the  law  inflicts  for  a  crime  he  has  committed."  (U.  S.  o.  Wilson, 
7  Peters,  150.) 

''  The  effect  of  a  pardbn  is  to  p'-otect  from  punishment  the  criminal  from  the  offense  par- 
doned."   (10  Alabama,  475;   I  Bay,  8.  C,  34.) 

*'A  pardon  does  not  restore  civic  capacity.  "    (2  Leigh,  Va.  Reports,  724.) 

**  The  pardon  of  the  governor  does  not  restore  a  person  previously  convicted  to  hi-i  pre- 
vious position  as  a  citisen."   (Foreman  et  al.  v.  Baldwin,  XXIV  Illinois,  298.) 

If  there  is  no  constitutional  provision,  nor  any  statute  auttioriziug  the  governor  to  restore 
a  convict  to  his  civil  rights,  and  where  the  statute,  made  by  the  positive  direction  of  the 
State  constitution,  deprives  the  convict  of  his  rights,  and  morever  designates  certain  civil 
rights  he  is  deprived  of,  then  it  is  clear  that  elector  Pearce  can  neither  vote  in  any  election, 
nor  hold  any  office  of  honor,  power,  trust,  or  proflt,  civil  or  military,  in  which  he  is  required 
to  vote.  It  is  equally  clear  tiiat  the  governor  has  no  authority  to  restore  a  ronvici  to  civil 
rights,  because  the  right  to  pardon,  being  a  constitutional  power  especially  grauted,  no- 
where specifies  the  power  to  restore  the  convict  to  civil  rights. 

This  18  a  statutory  offense,  and  a  pardon  at  common  law  does  not  remove  the  disabilities 
of  the  convict. 

**But  where  the  disability  s  annexed  to  the  conviction  of  a  crime  bff  the  express  %6ords  of 
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s  ttttuU,  it  is  generallp  agreed  that  the  pardon  wilt  not,  in  such  a  case^  restore  the  competency 
•fthe  oftnderr    ( I  Greenleaf,  530. ) 

'^Bnt  when  thQ  disability  is  annexed  by  the  express  words  of  the  statute,  a  pardon  will 
Bot  hsTe  this  corative  effect."  (2  Hargr.  Jur.  Arga.,  221 ;  2  Russell  on  Crimes,  595 ;  XI 
Amer.  Jar.,  360 ;  Bouvier's  Inst.,  vol.  1 1th,  3188.) 

I  have  dted,  in  a  previous  part  of  this  paper,  the  12th  section  of  the  5th  article  of  the 
eoDstitation  of  the  8tate  of  Florida,  which  contains  the  only  anthority  on  the  subject  of  par- 
dons by  the  properly  constituted  authorities  of  the  State.  There  is  no  statute  in  this  State 
pmcrioing  the  manner  of  executing  the  clause  In  the  constitution  referred  to  above.  In 
the  absence  of  such  statute  it  appears,  from  the  highest  legal  anthority,  that  a  constitutional 
pTOTision  is  not  operative. 

In  the  case  of  Graves  v<.  Slaughter,  the  Supreme  Court  held  **  the  provision  in  the  con- 
ititQtion  of  Mississippi,  of  the  year  1832,  concerning  the  introduction  of  slaves  for  sale,  is 
meieiy  directory  to  the  legislature,  and  is  not  operative  as  a  law  of  prohibition  propria  vigowe, 
(15  Peters,  449. ) 

This  rase  was  elaborately  argued  by  Messrs.  Gilpin  and  R.  J.  Walker,  and  by  Jones, 
Claj.  and  Webster.  The  opinion  of  the  court  was  that  a  certain  clause  in  the  constitution 
of  Mississippi  did  not  enforce  itself  by  virtue  of  its  being  in  the  constitution,  but  that  it  re- 
qaired  legislation  lo  give  it  effect ;  in  other  words,  it  was  not  operative  as  a  law  propria 
wifon. 

The  principles  announced  In  the  above  case  have  been  re-affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  Rowan  vs.  Runnels,  5  Howard,  134;  Truly  vs.  Wanen,  t6.,  141  ; 
Sims  vs.  Handley,  6  Howard,  1. 

I  do  not  propose  reviewing  an  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Florida 
(14  Florida,  319)  on  the  subject  of  pardons.  That  opinion  is  not  a  decision,  but  simply  a 
commonication  to  the  governor.  It  is  based  on  the  case  ez  parte  Garland,  4  Wallace,  'SSO, 
bot  on  examination  it  will  be  found  that  the  laws  of  Florida  are  unlike  the  law  on  which 
this  Garland  was  pardoned. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

WM.  ARCHER  COCKE. 
Attorney- General  Stale  of  Florida  and  ex-ojpcio 
Member  of  the  State  Canvassing  Board. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENKY  COOPER. 
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TESTIMONY. 


THE  STATE  CANVASSING-BOAED. 

Tallahassbb,  Monday,  December  18, 1876. 

CiATTON  A.  CowGiLL  Bwom  and  ezamioed* 
By  (he  Chairican  : 

QoestioD.  Where  do  yon  reside? — ^Answer.  I  reside  here  temporarily.  My  home  is 
OD  the  Saint  John's  River,  where  I  vote ;  bat  I  am  here  in  discharge  of  my  offloial 
dotisB.  « 

Q.  YoQ  are  the  comptroller  of  this  State,  are  yon  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  saeh  comptroller,  were  yon  a  member  of  the  late  State  oanvassing-board  f — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  what  other  members  was  your  board  composed  f — ^A.  Samuel  B.  MoLin,  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general. 

Q.  When  did  that  board  assemble  f — ^A.  It  assembled  on  Monday  morning,  Novem- 
ber 27. 

Q.  When  did  it  adjonm  eine  diet—k.  It  a^Jonrned  sine  die  on  the  8th  of  December, 
haviDg  completed  its  canvass  on  the  6th. 

THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Q.  What  functions  did  yoor  board  discharge  in  canvassing  the  retarns  f— A.  In 
caovassine,  following  the  precedent  establish^  by  the  board  two  years  before,  and 
aetin^  under  the  advice  of  the  attorney-general,  who  was  a  member  of  the  board,  we 
exercised  judicial  functions  ]  that  is,  we  thought  it  was  our  power  and  our  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  the  county  returns  and  test  their  correctness,  not  only  by  the  returns  them- 
selves but  by  evidence  which  was  presented. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  counties  of  the  State  canvassed  upon  the  fiice  of  the  returns  f — A. 
Tes,8ir ;  many  of  them ;  a  majority  of  them  were  so  canvassed. 

Q.  Name  those  counties  which  were  canvassed  upon  the  face  of  the  returns  as  de- 
cided to  your  board. — A.  The  first  twenty-four  counties :  Brevard,  Bradford,  Calhoun, 
Dade,  Escambia,  Franklin,  Gadsden,  Hillsborough,  Holmes.  La  Fayette,  Liberty, 
Madison,  Marion,  Putnam,  Polk,  Santa  Rosa,  Sumter,  Saint  John's,  Suwannee,  Taylor, 
Voloaia,  Wakulla,  Walton,  and  Washington.  These  twenty-four  counties  were  all 
canvassed  upon  tneir  face.  There  was  no  contest  in  these  counties.  Objections  were 
raised  to  some  of  them,  but  no  testimony  was  offered  to  sustain  the  objection,  and 
therefore  Uiere  was  no  contest. 

Q.  Was  any  action  taken  in  reference  to  Baker  County  t— A.  Objections  were  urged 
against  the  reception  of  the  vote  from  Baker  County.  The  county  returns  were  com- 
plicated, and  we  considered  them  irregular,  or,  at  least,  as  conflicting,  and  we  can- 
vaewd  that  county  by  laying  aside  the  couotv  returns  and  taking  up  the  precinct  re- 
turns and  making  a  canvass  ourselves.  We  did  not  canvass  the  county  returns,  but 
canvassed  the  precinct  returns,  presuming  the  precinct  returns  to  be  correct. 

Q.  Was  tJiat  done  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  board,  or  how  f — ^A.  By  the  unani- 
moos  vote  of  the  board. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  Clay  County  f — ^A.  The  county  board  had  thrown  out  thirty- 
five  votes  in  a  precinct  for  reasons  we  deemed  insufficient,  and  we  restored  the  votes, 
which  added  twenty-nine  votes  to  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  vote,  and  added 
ox  more  votes  to  the  republican  vote,  making  thirty-five  votes  which  were  added  to 
the  county  returns,  and  two  illegal  votes  were  taken  firom  the  republican  vote  and 
ion  illegal  votes  were  taken  from  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  vote,  making 
Bix  votes,  whidi  were  deducted  fh>m  the  returns,  and,  with  those  amendments  of  the 
iHom,  the  county  was  canvassed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  evidence  which  you  had  to  enable  you  to  make 
that  coneetion  f — ^A.  The  county  canvassers  threw  out  the  precinct  on  account  of  evi- 
^nce  not  being  satisfactory  to  them  that  the  inspectors  were  sworn.  We  considered 
that,  whether  tney  were  sworn  or  not,  it  was  not  essential,  and  therefore  we  restored 
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Phe  preciuct.    The  votes  that  were  thrown  out  were  thrown  out  from  the  affidavits  of 

ersoDB  who  swore  that  the  votes  rejected  were  cast  by  non-residents  of  the  county. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  Hernando  County  ?— A.  In  Hernando  County,  five  illegal 
votes  were  deducted  from  the  electoral  vote,  on  account  of  the  persons  who  cast  them 
not  beinflj  residents  of  the  county.  There  was  evidence  that  they  bad  only  been  in  the 
State  a  &w  months  and  that  they  bad  come  from  Georgia.  With  that  exception  the 
county  was  canvassed. 

THE  NATURE  OF  THE  EVIDENCE. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  evidence  pro  and  c&n  on  these  questions  f — A.  Generally  we  did. 
There  were  one  or  two  counties  which  were  so  remote  that  it  was  impossible  to  get 
rebutting  testimony. 

Q.  Yon  gave  opportunity  for  and  admitted  all  rebutting  testimony  that  was  pre- 
sented?— A.  Yes,  sir:  the  board  was  in  session  continuously  from  Monday  morning, 
November  27,  until  tne  succeeding  Monday  night,  receiving  testimony. 

Q.  Were  your  sessions  public  f — A.  They  were  public,  all  of  the  time,  except  when  we 
went  into  executive  session  to  determine  the  result  from  the  evidence  before  ns.  The 
sessions  were  attended  by  as  many  people  as  could  get  into  the  room  where  we  sat, 
and  they  were  attended  by  eminent  lawyers  on  both  sides.  We  met  every  day.  We 
sat  on  Thanksgiving-day  in  public  session,  and  on  Sunday  the  board  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reading  the  papers  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  lawyers,  and  we  spent 
that  day  in  that  manner.. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  Nassau  County  f— A.  Nassau  County  was  canvassed  accord- 
ing to  the  face  of  the  returns,  by  a  unanimons  vote.  The  objection  to  Nassau  County 
urged  by  the  republicans  was  general  intimidation  and  specially  marking  the  tickets 
cast  by  employ^  of  certain  individuals,  with  the  threat  that  if  they  did  not  vote  those 
tickets  they  should  be  discharged  from  employment.  The  evidence,  I  believe,  was  not 
disputed  ;  but  the  board  concluded  that  they  had  no  right  to  go  into  that  subject,  and 
Nassau  County  was  canvassed  on  the  face  of  the  returns. 

Q.  You  did  not  t^ke  into  consideration  evidence  showing  intimidation,  or  any  oppos- 
ing evidence  to  that  effect  7~  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  Levy  County  ? — A.  Levy  County  was  canvased  on  the  face 
of  the  returns.  The  republicans  put  in  some  objection  there,  but  it  ^as  not  sustained 
by  evidence. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  reference  to  Orange  County  f — A.  Orange  County  was  can- 
vassed on  the  face  of  the  returns,  except  that  seven  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from 
the  face  of  the  return,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  cast  by  illegal  voters.  There  was 
a  large  mass  of  evidence  put  in  in  regard  to  irregularities,  as  to  not  comparing  the  vote 
with  the  poll-lists  and  in  some  other  respects,  but  the  county  was  canvassed  upon  the 
face  of  the  returns  with  the  exception  of  these  seven  votes. 

THE  DEDUCTION  OF   THE  VOTE  IN  JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Q.  Jefferson  County ;  what  did  you  do  with  that  ? — A.  In  Jefferson  County  sixty-one 
illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  the  county  returns  for  various  reasons,  some  being 
non-residents  of  the  county,  some  being  under  age — I  think  those  were  the  only  two 
reasons  that  I  remember. 

Q.  On  which  side  were  those  votes  deducted  f— A.  Sixty  votes  were  deducted  from 
the  republican  side,  and  one  vote  from  the  democratic  side.  Perhaps  I  had  better  say, 
about  Jefferson  County,  that  I  find  from  the  published  minutes  of  the  State  canvassing- 
board  that  the  facts  are  not  stated  in  detail.    Shall  I  go  on  and  state  them  f 

Q.  State  the  entire  facts,  as  you  understand  them. — A.  Sixty  votes  were  deducted 
from  the  republican  ticket  on  account  of  the  voters  not  being  of  age,  and  being  non- 
resident6 ;  and  it  was  proved  before  the  board  that  5  democratic  votes  had  not  been 
counted.  It  was  a  mistake,  I  believe,  as  nobody  urged  that  it  was  a  matter  of  fraud ; 
but  5  votes  were  not  counted  for  the  democrats  in  a  certain  precinct,  and  they  were 
added  to  the  democratic  side.  There  were  4  other  votes  that,  for  a  reason  I  now  for- 
get, were  added  to  the  democratic  ticket ;  but  from  that  democratic  ticket  there  was 
deducted  10  votes  on  account  of  illegal  voting,  and  the  result  was  a  deduction  of  1 
democratic  vote  from  the  county  return,  and  60  votes  from  the  republican  ticket. 

Q,  Was  the  board  unanimons  in  reference  to  Jefferson  County  T — A.  The  board  was 
unanimous  in  reference  to  Jefferson  County,  as  far  as  I  have  stated  concerning  this  cor- 
rection of  the  returns.  Then  the  attorney-general  desired  to  have  several  precincts 
cast  out,  on  the  ground  that  at  two  or  three  of  those  precincts  the  county  canvassers 
acted  as  precinct-inspectors. 

Q.  Does  the  law  prohibit  that  f— A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  no  law  on  the  subject ;  no  pro- 
hibition, either  expressed  or  implied. 

THE  POWER  OF  COUNTY  BOARDS. 

Q.  Has  the  board  of  county  canvassers  any  power  to  throw  out  votes  ? — A.  It  lias 
T  ot  attempted  to  exercise  that  power,  except  in  one  county,  two  years  ago,  and  it  is 
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generally  conceded  that  they  cannot  throw  oat  votes.  The  State  canvassing-board 
doee  Dot  recognize  their  right  to  throw  out  votes.  In  addition  to  what  I  have  already 
stated  in  reference  to  Jefferson  County,  the  attorney-general  desired  one  precinct 
thrown  out  becaase  the  voting-place  was  not  held  at  the  house  that  was  specifically 
designated  for  the  voting-place.  Beasley's  Store  was  published  as  the  place  for  the 
holcUng  of  the  election,  and  the  election  was  held,  according  to  the  evidence,  at  a 
hoose  two  hundred  yards  distant,  and  the  attorney-general  wished  the  precinct  thrown 
oat  on  that  account,  but  the  boiurd  considered  that  the  house,  two  hundred  yards  dis- 
tant, in  plain  sight  of  the  house  that  had  been  particularly  designated,  was  a  com- 
pliance with  the  notice. 

Q.  Was  the  polling-place  called  Beaslev's  Store  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir  j  and  there  was  a  Boas- 
ley's  Store  put  down  on  an  old  map,  and.  we  found  that  the  neighborhood  was  under- 
stood to  be  Beasley's  Store.  One  gentleman  stated  that  the  place  designated  as  Beas- 
lej^s  Store  was  an  old  warehouse,  which  had  been  burned  down  two  years  ago,  but  that 
was  contradicted.  The  election  was  held  within  two  hundred  yards  of  Beasley's  Store, 
injplain  sight  of  it,  and  we  considered  that  was  a  compliance  with  the  law. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  reference  to  Leon  County  f — A.  In  Leon  County  two  illegal 
Totes  were  deducted  from  the  republican  vote,  on  account  of  being  cast  by  minors. 
Do  yon  wish  roe  to  say,  further,  in  reference  to  a  charge  that  was  made  against  Leon 
Connty  as  to  certain  precincts  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  The  democrats  made  a  charge  against  precinct  No.  13,  that  the  polls 
were  opened  too  early  by  the  republican  inspector,  who  went  thefe  and  opened  the 
polls  before  the  other  inspector  came  and  before  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock,  and  that 
illegal  votes  were  put  into  the  ballot-box.  We  read  the  evidence  over  and  commented 
upon  it,  and,  before  I  was  through  reading  the  evidence,  the  attorney-general  stopped 
me  and  said,  **  Why  cannot  the  lawyers  make  out  a  better  case  than  this  f  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  bring  such  testimony  before  the  board.  We  cannot  throw  out  that 
precinct ;''  and  we  acceded  to  his  statement. 

Q.  How  did  yon  know,  without  reading  the  documents,  that  it  would  not  have  been 
better  to  have  adopted  another  course  f — ^A.  I  had  read  a  good  deal  of  the  testimony, 
and  we  thought  we  had  all  the  points  in  the  case,  and  we  were  all  satisfied  to  accept 
the  attomey-generaVs  suggestion. 

Q.  Leon  Connty  was  then  canvassed  by  a  unanimous  vote? — A.  Yes, sir;  it  was 
then  canvassed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

MANATEE  COUXTY. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  Manatee  Connty  T — A.  The  entire  vote  from  Manatee 
County  was  rejected. 

Q.  On  what  account  f — ^A.  Affidavits  before  the  board  (there  were  no  counter-affi- 
dafits  there)  stating  that  the  county  canvassers  had  not  met  thirty  days  before  the 
election  to  revise  the  registration-lists,  and  that  no  registration-lists,  as  revised,  had 
been  sent  to  the  polling-places,  and  that  no  appointment  of  precinct-inspectors  or  of 
polling.placea  had  been  made. 

Q.  Did  yon  send  anvbody  to  that  county  to  ascertain  with  reference  to  those  mat- 
ters t— A.  The  board  did  not  send  any  one.  There  was  evidence  before  the  board  that 
certain  gentlemen  had  started  to  that  county  at  the  request  of  other  gentlemen.  If 
joa  wish  me  to  state  what  that  evidence  was,  I  will  do  so. 

Q.  State,  so  far  as  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge. — ^A.  The  knowledge  that  I 
hsTe  is  derived  from  affidavits  which  were  presented  l^fore  the  board,  showing  that 
Mr.  Hamblen  and  Mr.  Webster  started  to  obtain  information  of  how  the  vote  had  been 
coDdacted  in  this  county.  When  they  reached  Snmterville  they  were  met  by  certain 
KQitlemen,  vho,  after  making  inquiry  as  to  their  business,  and  being  satisfied  with 
their  replies,  informed  them  that  they  could  not  visit  Manatee  and  the  other  counties 
there  without  danger  to  themselves ;  that  the  roads  below  were  picketed ;  and  that 
they  oonld  not  get  back  alive,  unless  they  took  some  one  appointed  by  themselves 
^agnide.  That  is  the  general  character  of  those  facts,  but  the  board  did  not  take 
into  consideration  at  alKany  reference  to  that.  They  did  not  consider  that  it  had  any 
hearing  on  their  action. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  no  affidavits  were  presented  before  the  board  showing  that  the 
proper  officers  were  appointed,  or  that  the  registration-lists  were  made  out  f — A.  There 
ws  DO  counter-affidavits  presented  before  the  board.  There  was  an  affidavit  to  the 
cfiect  that  a  Mr.  Greene,  who  made  some  of  the  affidavits  in  the  case,  was  a  man  of 
bsd  character,  and  not  to  be  believed,  but  affidavits  were  put  in  by  several  gentlemen 
of  a  eontrary  character,  and  Mr.  Greene  i^as  known  to  the  retnming-board,  and  known 
to  myself,  and  I  had  no  hesitation  whatever  in  accepting  bis  story. 

Q.  And  yon  then  concluded  that,  as  these  things  had  not  been  done,  there  had  been 
BO  election  held  there  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  the  return  as  compared  with  the  votes  of  fornaer  years  f — A.  That  I  am 
iMK  able  to  answer.    I  could  get  the  return  by  comparing  the' vote  with  the  vote  of  two 
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^ears  ago.    I  may  say  that  the  attorney-general  voted  in  favor  of  admittiDg  the  vote 
in  Manatee  County.    The  vote,  I  believe,  was  a  small  one. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  threw  out  Manatee  County  upon  affidavits, 
or  upon  the  face  of  the  returns  f — A.  Not  upon  the  face  of  the  returns.  They  were 
signed  on  the  face  of  the  return  by  the  sheriff,  without  any  reference  to  why  he 
signed  it.  The  law  says  that  the  board  of  county  canvassers  is  composed  of  the  county 
<^erk,  the  county  jadge,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  called  in  by  them  to  assist  itt  the 
canvass,  and  in  the  absence  or  inability  of  the  county  judge,  or  the  county  clerk,  the 
sheriff  acts  in  place  of  either  of  them.  It  was  suggested  that  a  return  eould  not  be 
submitted  regularly  signed  by  the  sheriff  in  the  place  of  either  of  the  two  offi- 
•oers  whose  place  he  may  take  under  certain  cireumstanceSi  without  some  explanation 
as  to  why  he  so  acted ;  that  the  clerk  was  sick,  or  that  there  was  no  clerk,  or  that  the 
iudge  was  absent,  or  something  of  that  kind  ;  but  that  question  was  not  considered 
before  the  board,  so  that  the  county  return  was  rejected  on  the  statement  I  have  before 
made,  that  there  had  not  i>een  compliance  with  the  election  laws. 

Q.  But  yon  treated  the  return  as  regular? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  treated  the  returns  as 
regular.  That  point  was  not  mooted  before  the  board:  It  was  mooted  at  another  time 
and  at  another  place,  iBformally.    I  desire  to  tell  you  exactly  what  occurred. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

By  the  ChaIbman  : 
Q.  What  did  you  do  in  Duval  County  f— A.  Duval  County  was  canvassed  by  com- 
paring the  county  returns  with  the  precinct  returns,  on  account  of  the  former  not  hav- 
ing the  signature  of  the  coanty  judge.  There  was,  apparently,  without  the  explana- 
tion that  attended  it,  some  irregularity  in  the  return  of  Duval  County.  The  returns 
of  Duval  County  came  here  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
That,  without  explanation,  would  have  been  considered  no  return  by  the  board  ;  but 
accompanying  the  return  to  them,  and  as  part  of  the  return,  was  an  explanation  of 
the  circnmstauces  attending  the  canvass.  We,  however,  decided  that  that  return  was 
irregular,  and  we  compared  the  county  returns  with  the  precinct  returns  to  see  if  thev 
accorded  in  every  respect,  and  we  then  canvassed  the  county  return,  comparing  it  with 
the  precinct  returns  to  see  if  it  was  correct.  The  attorney-general  desired  the  bounty 
thrown  out  entirely  f^om  the  canvass  on  account  of  the  absence  of  the  signature  of 
the  judge.    Do  you  wish  me  to  state  what  circumstances  attended  the  canvass  f  • 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  return  that  needs  explanation,  of  course  we  would 
like  to  hear  it. — ^A.  The  law  says  that  a  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  selected  by  the 
county  jud^e  and  the  county  clerk  to  make  the  retam.  When  the  county  clerk  and 
the  county  judge  met  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  make  out  this  return,  the 
county  judge  and  county  clerk  could  not  agree  upon  a  justice  of  the  peace — I  am  re- 
citing the  testimony  that  was  given.  According  to  the  testimony,  tne  county  clerk 
offer^  to  the  county  judge  two  justices  of  the  peace.  The  county  judge  offered  one 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  declined  to  take  another  until  good  reasons  were  assigned  why 
that  one  which  he  offSered  should  not  be  taken.  As  a  consequence  of  that  disagree- 
ment, they  adjourned  until  the  next  day.  The  next  day  they  met,  and,  in  the  preeenoe 
of  the  county  judge  and  the  spectators,  of  whom  there  were  many,  the  county  clerk 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  selected  by  the  county  clerk,  proceede<l  and  made  oat  the 
returns,  the  county  judge  being  there  and  protesting  against  the  prooeeding  and  not 
signing  the  return.    Those  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  the  county  judge  make  any  motion  before  the  board  of  canvassers  f — A.  That 
I  cannot  answer.    I  understand  that  he  made  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  first  day  ;  but 
that  would  be  shown  by  the  minutes. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  But  the  irregularity  was  in  the  failure  of  the  county  judge  to  sign  the  return  f — 
A.  The  irregularity  was  in  the  failure  of  the  county  judge  to  sign  the  return. 

Q.  And  these  facts  were  proved  aliundi  by  affidavits,  and  not  by  oral  evidence  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  by  simple  affidavits  before  the  board. 

B^  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Was  there  any  Irregularity  of  that  kind  in  any  other  connty ;  how  about  Baker 
County  f — ^A.  There  were  three  returns  from'  Baker  County ;  one  return  made  three 
days  siXteT  the  election,  signed  by  a  clerk  and  a  justice,  the  return  coming  without  any 
explication  of  why  it  was  done.  On  the  sixth  day  after  the  election,  the  day  that  the 
l^w  requires  the  county  canvassers  to  meet — they  may  meet  earlier  if  all  the  returns  are 
in,  but  they  must  meet  on  the  sixth  day — the  sheriff,  county  judge,  and  a  justice  of  the 
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peace  sent  np  a  retnm ;  also  on  the  sixth  day,  the  clerk  and  the  justice  of  the  peace 
wbo  had  sent  up  a  return  pcevioas)y>,sent  ap  another  return  intended  to  be  an  exact 
copy  of  the  firs^  bnt  Jt  was  not  quite  exact,  owin^  probably  to  a  clerical  error. 

Q.  Whici^  retn^ni  did  yon  tak*  in  that  case  T— A.  We  rejected  them  all,  and  we  took 
tbe  precinct  results  and  canvassed  them. 

Q.  Did  they  corceapond  with.  $he  •  county  returns  f-r A.  Yes»sir;  they  corresponded 
with  tbe  county  returns,  or  rather  they  corresponded  with  the  return  made  by  the 
clerk  and  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  therefore,  taking  the  precinct  returns  amounted 
to  the  same  thine  as  taking  the  county  returns  made  by  them. 

Q.  Did  you  follow  the  same  rule  in  Duval  Couotv  f— A.  I  can  hardly  say  that  we 
di£  Mr.  McLin  and  myself  considered  the  return  from  Duval  County  irregular,  be- 
eaofle  the  signature  of  the  county  judge  was  wanting ;  but  to  convince  ourselves  and 
tbe  olber  member  of  the  board  that  the  return  was  correct,  having  the  precinct  re- 
taros  before  us,  we  compared  the  return  with  them,  and  finding  them  to  agree,  we 
bdieved  that  to  be  an  additional  reason  for  accepting  them  as  correct. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  yon  have  the  precinct  returns  in  Manatee  County  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not 
hiTe  the  returns  from  the  precincts  in  that  county ;  I  wish  we  had  got^them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  the  caae  of  Baker  County,  was  the  county  democratic  or  republican  ? — A.  It  ia 
a  democratic  county. 

Q.  Id  the  case  of  Duval  County,  is  that  a  republican  or  a  democratic  county  f — A. 
Rejpnblican. 

Q.  And  yon  pursued  the  same  rule  in  reference  to  both  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  except  that, 
as  a  mere  technicality,  I  considered  the  return  f^om  Duyal  County  was  correct. 

Q.  But  yon  admitted  the  vote  of  both  counties  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  Hamilton  County  f — A.  In  the  first  place,  in  Hamilton 
County  certain  democratic  and  republican  votes,  which  had  been  illegally  added  to  the 
electoral  vote  on  the  face  of  the  return,  were  thrown  out  for  the  reason  that  the  county 
canvassers  met  on  tbe  sixth  day  after  the  election,  canvassed  the  precinct  returns  of 
tbe  county,  and  made  out  a  certificate  and  signed  it,  as  it  is  dated,  on  that  day;  and 
after  they  made  ont  and  signed  this  certificate,  they  suggested  as  to  precinct  No.  3  that 
tb«  precinct  canvassers  had  made  no  return  of  the  electoral  vote,  which  should  be 
made,  and  83  democratic  and  58  republican  votes  were  then  added  to  the  face  of  the 
return.  Copies  of  the  precinct  returns  were  sent  to  us,  and  it  was  shown  that  the 
coQoty  canvaaeers,  after  making  out  their  return  and  signing  it,  sent  word  to  the 
inspectors  of  this  precinct  that  th^y  had  returned  no  electoral  vote ;  whereupon  the 
fonner  iuspeetors  of  the  precinct  re-asscmbled  and  made  ont  a  second  return,  signing 
it  as  of  the  date  of  tbe  election,  in  which  they  stated  what  electoral  vote  was  oast ;  and 
then  the  oonnty  canvassers  interlined  and  changed  their  retnm,  so  far  as  the  electoral 
vote  is  concerned,  by  adding  to  their  former  return  the  number  of  electoral  votes  cast 
at  precinct  No.  3.  With  that  evidence  before  us,  we  unanimously  deducted  the  elec- 
toral vote  from  the  county  return,  judging  that  the  county  canvassers,  when  they 
made  that  retnm  on  that  day,  had  no  evidence  before  them  that  any  electoral  vote  had 
been  cast  at  precinct  No.  3,  and  that  when  the  inspectors  of  that  precinct  made  the  sec- 
ond return  they  did  it  without  evidence,  and  did  it  after  their  functions  had  ceased. 
Tbeee  &i  democratic  and  58  republican  votes  were  therefore  deducted  from  precinct 
Xo.  3. 

Tbe  entire  vote  in  precinct  No.  2,  Jasper  precinct,  was  thrown  out,  because,  while 
tbe  count  was  going  on  during  the  night  of  tne  election,  two  inspectors  frequently  ab- 
sented themselvea  mm  the  room,  and  the  count  was  made  by  various  bystanders  who 
bandied  tbe  ballots,  readout  the  ballots,  and  sometimes  assisted  in  the  count ;  and  also 
because,  before  tbe  canvass  was  concluded,  the  inspectors  adjourned  until  the  next  day, 
wben  they  met  and  made  ont  a  return  and  signed  it,  when  the  count  had  been  made 
bj  other  persons  than  themselves. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  ballot-box  meanwhile  f — A.  I  forget  what  the  evidence  was 
uto  that.    I  presume,  however,  that  it  was  taken  in  charge  by  one  of  the  inspt^ctors. 

Q.  You  con^dered  tnat  this  was  not  a  canvass  showing  the  true  result  of  the  bal- 
lot!—A.  We  considered  the  action  of  the  inspectors  was  of  such  a  character  as  to 
KDder  it  totally  impossible  for  persons  to  see  whether  it  was  a  fair  count  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Coopkr  : 
Q.  Do  yod  say  that  this  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  canvassers'  returns  T— A.  No^ 
v;  from  evidence  outside. 
Q.  The  oonnty  returns  were  regular  upon  their  face,  were  they  t — A.  The  county 
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retarns  were  regular,  except  the  iuterlineatiouB  and  the  erasures  which  were  there  on 
the  face  of  the  returns. 

Q.  But  that  was  in  precinct  No.  3  f — A.  Well,  we  did  not  know  for  what  reason  the 
interlineations  were  put  there.  We  simply  saw  that  the  county  returns  were  erased 
and  interlined,  but  we  did  not  know  whether  it  came  from  precinct  No.  2  or  from  pre- 
cinct No.  3|  or  where. 

Q.  Precinct  No.  2  you  excluded  on  affidavits  t—A.  On  the  affidavits  of  parties. 

Q.  Were  there  witnesses  examined  f — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  you  have  the  affidavits  of  the  inspectors  ? — A.  We  had  the  affidavits  of  the 
inspectors,  and  we  had  the  affidavits  of  bystanders,  and  the  evidence  was  of  such  a 
character  that  it  was  very  convincing.  In  fact,;bhe  evidence  was  not  denied,  and  we 
discussed  it  in  the  board  and  talked  it  over  very  freely,  and  we  all  said  it  was  such  an 
important  violation  of  the  election  law  that  the  precinct  ought  to  be  thrown  out.  The 
board  wns  unanimous  about  that. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  have  yon  to  say  as  to  Monroe  County  ? — A.  In  Monroe  County,  precinct  No. 
3,  Key  West,  wsto  thrown  out  for  reasons  similar  to  that  I  have  just  given  for  the  action 
of  the  board  in  Hamilton  County.  In  Key  West  precinct,  the  canvassers  adjourned 
before  the  completion  of  the  canvass  and  completed  it  the  next  day  in  a  different  place 
in  the  city. 

Q.  In  a  public  place  or  private? — A.  Our  minutes,  I  see,  are  that  no  public  notice 
was  given,  but  I  cannot  answer  your  question  positively,  except  from  the  minutes  of 
the  canvassers.    I  presume  the  minutes  are  correct. 

Q.  Does  the  law  require  that  the  canvass  shall  proceed  and  be  completed  without 
adjournment  T— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  law  is  entirely  explicit  on  that  subject.  I  will  say, 
in  reference  to  the  canvass,  thkt  the  testimony  about  meeting  in  another  place  was  of 
this  character ;  one  of  the  inspectors  made  affidavit  that  he  was  to  meet  the  next  day 
at  the  store  ot  another  inspector,  and  he  found  when  he  got  to  that  store  that  the  in- 
spector was  in  still  a  different  place,  and,  I  presume  from  that,  that  the  notice  yfas  not 
a  public  notice. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  vote  of  the  precinct  was? — A.  We  had  affidavits  before 
us  showing  that  the  votes  were  not  the  same  as  they  were  believed  to  be  the  night  be- 
fore.   The  vote  as  returned  was  401  democratic  and  59  republican. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Was  there  a  material  change  in  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  night  before 
and  the  next  day  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.  One  gentleman  swore  there  was  a  change. 
We  had  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Harris  before  us,  who  was  a  democratic  candidate  for  the 
legislature,  that  there  was  a  change  made  the  next  day  of  two  or  three  votes  against 
himself. 

Q.  How  was  the  board  in  reference  to  Monroe  County  ? — A.  The  board  was  unani- 
mous in  reference  to  Monroe  Connty.  About  an  hour  after  the  canvass  was  com- 
pleted, we  were  waiting  for  the  clerk  to  make  out  the  electoral  certificate,  which  I 
was  dictating,  the  whole  vote  having  then  been  added  up ;  the  attorney-general  came 
to  me  and  said,  "  I  wish  to  change  my  vote  about  Monroe  County,'*  or  something  like 
that.  "  I  wish  to  protest  against  this  certificate,"  or  that  he  refused  to  sign  the  cer- 
tificate, or  something  of  that  kind.  I  do  not  remember  his  exact  language,  for  I  was 
busy  at  the  time,  aiid  I  just  bowed  my  head  and  said  nothing. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Q.  Proceed  with  Alachua  County — what  did  you  do  there? — A.  We  rejected  seven- 
teen illegal  votes,  four  republican  and  thirteen  democratic,  in  Waldo  precinct,  the 
votes  having  been  cast  by  strangers  who  did  not  live  in  the  county,  and  some  of  whom 
did  not  live  in  the  State,  but  who  were  passing  by  and  claimed  the  right  to  vote  for 
electors. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  precinct  No.  2  ? — A.  Precinct  No.  2  was  attacked  by  the 
democratic  party  on  account  of  the  charge  that  there  were  more  votes  reported  as 
having  been  cast  than  were  actually  cast  at  that  precinct.  We  heard  a  good  deal  of 
testimony  and  a  good  deal  of  argument  on  the  subject,  pro  and  con,  and  the  comp- 
troller and  secretary  of  state  thought  that  the  evidence  was  not  of  such  a  character  as 
to  invalidate  the  precinct.  The  attorney -general  said  his  mind  was  satisfied  that  the 
vote  ought  to  be  thrown  out.    The  precinct  was  retained. 

Q.  So  that  the  board  divided  on  that  precinct  ?— A.  So  that  the  board  divided  on  that 
precinct. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Was  the  return  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers  regular  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  re 
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tani  was  regular.    We  exercised  the  power  in  that  county  of  throwing  out  seventeen 
illegal  votes. 

JACKSOK  COUNTY. 

By  the  CHAiRMiLN : 

Q.  What  was  done  in  Jackson  County — Campbellton  precinct  f — A.  Jackson  County 
was  changed  by  throwing  out  two  precincts,  Campbellton  and  Friendship  church. 
Campbellton  precinct  was  thrown  out  on  account  of  the  violation  of  the  election-laws 
by  the  inspectors  in  reniovin|?  the  ballot-box  from  the  election-room,  at  the  adjourn- 
ment for  dinner,  into  an  adjoining  store,  and  leaving  it  there  unsealed  and  concealed 
from  the  pablic  during  the  dinner,  our  laws  imperatively  demanding  that  the  ballot- 
box  shall  not  be  concealed  from  the  public  during  the  dinner  recess,  and  shall  be  sealed 
op;  and  also  because  the  inspectors  did  not  count  the  ballots  at  the  close  of  the  polls 
and  compare  them  with  the  number  of  names  on  the  poll-list,  and  because  only  76 
republican  ballots  were  counted  out  of  the  ballot-box,  whereas  133  persons  swore  that 
they  voted  the  fall  republican  ticket. 

Q.  In  that  precinct  was  any  order  of  voting  agreed  upon  among  the  electors  T — A. 
Yej^sir.  During  the  morning  it  was  agreed  that  the  democratic  party  should  vote  one 
boor  and  the  republican  party  another  hour,  and  so  on,  alternately.  That  arrangement 
was  continued  until  dinner,  and  after  dinner  the  democrats  having  all  voted,  according 
to  the  evidence,  the  arrangement  was  not  continued  strictly.  Seven ty-flve  republican 
votes  were  cast  after  dinner,  and  when  the  ballot-box  was  opened  there  was  onlj-  76  re- 
publican votes  taken  out,  and  they  were  all  found  in  the  top  of  the  box.  There  were  no 
republican  votes  found  in  the  bottom  of  the  box  alternating  with  the  democratic  votes. 

Q.  How  was  the  box  counted ;  by  opening  it  and  pouring  all  the  tickets  out  on  a 
table,  or  taking  them  out  one  by  one? — A.  By  taking  them  out;  yes,  sir.  Seventy-six 
repnblican  vote8  came  out  first.  It  was  in  evidence  that  during  the  time  this  ballot- 
box  was  concealed  in  the  store,  two  persons  sitting  on  the  piazza  swore  they  heard 
noises  in  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was  during  the  dinner-hour,  and  made  some 
comment  upon  it,  and  said  they  believed  it  was  somebody  after  whisky. 

Q.  How  about  Friendship  church  precinct,  in  the  same  county  t — A.  It  was  thrown 
oai  for  a  number  of  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  in  evidence  that  the  ballot-box 
was  placed  where  the  voters  could  not  see  it,  and  the  tickets  were  taken  in  a  window 
gix  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  ballot-box  was  so  placed  in  the  room  that  it  was 
utterly  impossible  for  the  voter  to  see  whether  his  ticket  was  put  in  the  ballot-box  or 
not.  The  inspector,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  the  tickets,  got  down  from  the  window, 
and  the  supervisors  of  election  received  the  ballots  during  a  great  portion  of  the  day—: 
the  supervisors  under  the  United  States  laws. 

Q.  Is  there  any  power  in  the  statute  for  a  United  States  supervisor  to  do  that  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  they — democrats "  or  republicans  T — A.  They  are  appointed  at  the 
request  of  citizens  who  apply  for  them,  one  for  each  party,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  stand 
around  the  window  in  the  election -room  and  see  that  things  are  done  fairly. 

Q.  What  else  did  they  do  7 — A.  Also,  in  not  making  and  completing  the  canvass  at 
the  polling-place  without  adjournment,  and  in  view  of  the  public.  Immediately  after 
the  close  of  the  polls  they  adjourned  to  a  house  two  miles  off,  taking  the  ballot-box  with 
them,  and  there  made  the  count,  as  it  was  said,  in  a  bed-room.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  the  evidence  was  that  the  bed-room  was  the  only  room  in  the  house  or  not,  but 
the  evidence  was,  ^'  in  a  bed-room.''  Our  law  is  emphatic'  about  counting  the  votes ;  that 
it  shall  be  done  in  the  polling-place  without  adjournment,  and  in  view  of  the  public,  and 
abo  about  keeping  the  ballot-box  sealed  and  locked,  in  the  presence  of  the  public,  dur- 
ing the  dinner.  It  says  the  ballot-box  shall  be  sealed  and  locked,  and  one  inspector  keep 
the  key,  and  it  mnst  be  in  full  view  of  the  public  all  the  time.  The  attorney -general 
voted  against  the  rejection  of  these  precincts  in  Jackson  County. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  fact  you  wish  to  state  in  reference  to  this  matter ! — A.  I  do 
ua  know  that  there  is,  except  what  I  have  stated.  We  sat  eight  or  nine  days  in  dis- 
coising  the  testimony  and  listening  to  it  and  listening  to  the  arguments  of  the  counsel, 
Vkd  I  will  state  here  that  no  suggestion  was  made  to  the  board  by  either  republicans 
or  democrats  that  the  board  haonot  the  right  to  exercise  judicial  power  until  M3nday, 
l^doember  4,  at  the  close  of  the  argument  tor  the  democrats,  the  general  summing  up 
of  their  case,  and  they  then  said  they  did  uot  consider  we  had  the  right  to  exercise 
jndieial  power,  aud  ought  to  canvass  the  face  of  the  returns ;  a  suggestion  not  made 
QQtil  thtj  parties  had  exhausted  every  effort  in  getting  testimony  before  us. 

THE  POWER  EXERCISED  UX  FORMER  YEARS. 

Q.  Had  former  boards  exercised  the  same  powers  ?— A.  The  same  board  exercised  the 
^loe  power  two  years  ago  in  altering  returns  so  as  to  determine,  if  possible,  the  true 
^ote  as  cast  in  the  ballot-box  and  as  legally  expressed. 

Q.  Did  the  attorney-general  participate  with  the  board  at  that  time  and  joiu  in  that 
action  f~A-  Yee,  mr ;  and  we  acted  under  his  written  advice. 

Q.  And  the  attorney-general  acted  in  many  of  the  cases  you  have  now  referred  to 
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in  the  same  way  t — A.  The  attomey-geoeral  was  thoroughly  with  us  in  principle,  but 
he  differed  with  us  in  some  of  our  judgments.  He  was  satisfied,  of  course,  that  the 
returning-board  had  the  riffht  to  reject  returns,  and  he  voted  with  us  for  the  rejection 
of  some  precincts,  and  wished  to  throw  out  others. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  most  of  these  things  have  been  done  upon  affidavits  altuiule  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  no  objection  made  to  your  judicial  powers 
until  the  close  of  the  argument  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Biddle  make  his  argument  t— A.  On  Monday,  December  4.  That 
was  the  closing  argument  We  commenced  on  a  certain  Monday,  and  we  sat  until  the 
next  Monday,  every  day  except  Sunday,  which  we  spent  reading  over  the  evidence 
ourselves,  and  on  Monday,  I  think,  Mr.  Biddle  made  his  ar^meut. 

Q.  Was  any  precinct  or  county  thrown  out  for  irregulanty  on  the  face  of  the  return 
itself? — A.  Not  unless  you  can  say  that  Baker  Coftnty  was  thrown  out  on  the  face  of 
the  returns. 

Q.  Was  it  thrown  out  f — A.  No ;  it  was  not  thrown  out.  We  recan vassed  it  from 
the  precinct  returns.  That  is  to  say,  in  Baker  County  we  pnt  aside  the  three  returns 
which  were  conflicting,  and,  as  they  were  conflicting  and  as  we  had  the  precinct  re- 
turns before  ns,  and  the  testimony  was  of  such  a  character  that  we  thought  none  of 
them  ought  to  be  rejected,  we  just  took  the  precinct  returns  and  recanvassed  them. 

THB  REGULAR  RETURN  OF  BAKER  COUNTY. 

O.  Do  yon  say  that  the  returns  from  Baker  County  were  defective  on  their  face  ?— 
A.  The  two  returns  signed  by  the  clerk  and  the  justice  of  the  peace  were  irregular, 
because  the  law  requires  the  sijp^nature  of  three  officers.  The  other  was  regular  in  so 
far  that  it  had  the  certificate  of  three  officers,  but  there  was  no  document  accompany- 
ing it  to  show  why  the  sheriff  signed  it  instead  of  the  clerk.  If  there  had  been  a  de- 
cision between  the  three  returns,  and  had  been  no  testimony,  we  would  have  accepted 
that. 

Q.  Can  you  furnish  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  vote  as  it  appeared  on  the  returns 
of  the  county  canvassers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  do  thatf — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  will  take  some  time  to  prepare  it,  but  it  can 
be  done  in  a  few  days. 

Q.  I  desire  you  to  furnish  the  county  canvassers*  face-returns. — A.  When  we  opened 
the  proceedings  we  made  out  a  tabnlatecl  statement  of  the  electoral  vote  from  the  face 
of  the  returns,  but  if  I  attempt  to  do  as  you  ask  me  I  would  have  to  call  the  board  to- 
gether to  decide  which  of  the  two  returns  from  Baker  County  is  irregular,  and  unless 
we  do  so,  I  cannot  tell  which  is  the  return  from  that  county. 

Q.  But  you  can  include  Baker  and  you  can  give  us  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
county  returns  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  did  not  take  Baker  from  the  county  returns,  but 
from  the  precinct  returns.  Now,  if  you  ask  for  a  tabulated  statement  from  the  county 
returns,  the  question  arises  which  would  be  the  proper  return  from  that  county. 


THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  STATE  CANVASSING  BOARD. 

Taixahassbe,  Deoemher  18, 1876. 

Samuel  B.  McLin  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — ^Answer.  Tallahassee. 

Q.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  this  State  T^A.  I  am  secretary  of  state. 

Q.  As  secretary  of  state,  were  you  a  member  of  the  State  returning-board  ? — A.  I 
was. 

Q.  And  acted  in  that  capacity  at  the  last  election  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  Was  that  board  finally  acyourned  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  has  possession  of  the  records,  of  the  papers,  affidavits,  ar^uraents,  &^c.,  filed 
before  that  board  T — A.  They  are  in  the  possession  of  tne  secretary  of  state,  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Q.  In  canvassing  the  returns  of  the  vote,  you  took  the  testimony  of  parties  orally 
and  by  affidavits,  did  you  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  this  committee  with  a  copy  of  those  papers  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  soon  can  that  be  done  T — ^A.  I  think  it  will  take  something  like  a  week.  I 
might  have  one  furnished  in  less  time ;  there  are  a  great  many  papers,  but  it  will  be 
done  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Q.  Were  the  minutes  of  the  oral  testimony  taken  down  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  your  clerk  take  down  any  of  the  minntes  of  the  oral  testimony  T— A.  I  think 
not. 
Q.  There  is  no  recotd  of  that  testimony  t— A.  I  think  not. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  YoQ  will  inclnde  a  tabulated  statement,  as  returned  by  the  county  canvassers, 
and  a  tabulated  statement  as  you  finally  found  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir.    We  have  one  tabu- 
lated statement,  made  out  on  the  night  of  the  canvass. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Have  you  the  minntes  of  the  board  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  the  paper : 

MINUTES  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Tuesday,  December  5^10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Botrd  met  in  private  session. 

It  was  ordered  that  those  counties  which  are  not  contested  be  first  taken  up  and 
esoTSBsed. 

The  following  counties  were  then  canvassed  according  to  the  face  of  the  returns^ 
namely: 

Brevard,  Bradford,  Calhoun,  Bade,  Escambia,  Franklin,  Gadsden,  Hillsborough, 
Holmes,  Lafayette,  Liberty,  Madison,  Marion,  Pntnam,  Polk,  Santa  Rosa,  Sumter,  Saint 
John's,  Suwannee,  Taylor,  Volusia,  Wakulla,  Walton,  and  Washington — twenty-four 
counties. 

At  two  o'clock  p.  m.  the  board  took  a  recess  until  four  p.  m.,  at  which  hour  it  re-as- 
sembled and  proceeded  with  the  canvass. 

Baker  County  was  taken  up  and  canvassed  according  to  the  precinct  returns,  by 
onanimons  vote  of  the  board. 

Clajf  Countif. — ^Twenty-nine  (29)  votes  were  add  ed  to  and  four  illegal  votes  taken 
from  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  vote,  and  eight  votes  were  added  to  and  two 
illegal  votes  taken  from  the  republican  vote,  and  with  these  amendments  of  the 
retom  the  connty  was  canvassed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Hernando  County. — ^Five  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  the  democratic  electoral 
vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  connty  was  canvassed  by  unanimous  vote. 

Nanau  County, — Canvassed  according  to  face  of  return  by  unanimous  vote. 

Levy  CouR/y .--Canvassed  according  to  face  of  return  by  unanimous  vote. 

Orange  County. — Seven  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  the  democratic  electoral  and 
State  vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed  unanimously. 

Jejferwn  County. — Sixty  illegal  votes  were  unanimously  deducted  from  the  republican 
vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed  by  a  majority  vote,  the  attor- 
ney-general desiring  to  throw  out  several  precincts  because  the  county  canvassers 
ftctod  as  precinct  inspectors  aud  the  voting- place  had  been  moved  from  Beasley's 
store, 

Leon  County. — Two  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  the  republican  vote,  and  with 
this  deduction  the  connty  was  canvassed  by  unanimous  vote. 

Mtmatee  County. — ^This  entire  county  was  thrown  out  of  the  canvass  on  account  of  . 
the  entire  absence  of  any  and  all  legal  steps  in  preparation  for  the  election  and  in 
holding  the  same.    The  vote  stood  as  follows :  the  secret&ry  of  state  and  comptroller 
for  its  rejection,  and  the  attorney-general  for  retaining  it. 

DttfoZ  County, — ^This  county  was  canvassed  by  comparing  the  county  return  with 
the  seyeral  precinct  returns  on  account  of  the  former  not  having  the  signature  of  the 
county  jodge.  The  vote  stood :  Secretary  of  state  and  comptroller  for  canvassing  the 
connty,  attorney-general  for  rejecting  it. 

Hamilton  County. — Eighty-three  democratic  and  fifty-eight  republican  votes  which 
had  been  illegally  added  to  the  electoral  vote  on  the  face  of  the  return  were  thrown 
out  Jasper  precinct.  No.  2,  giving  321' votes  for  George  F.  Drew,  and  183  votes  for  M. 
li*  Steams,  for  governor;  322  votes  for  N.  A.  Hull,  and  181  votes  for  D.  Montgomery, 
for  lieiitenant-govemor ;  323  votes  for  the  democratic  electoral  ticket,  and  185  for  the 
Rpoblican  electoral  ticket :  320  votes  for  Jesse  J.  Finiey,  and  184  votes  forH.  Bisbee,  jr., 
for  Congress ;  235  votes  for  W.  J.  Patterson,  and  257  votes  for  T.  N.  Bell,  for  State  senator ; 
167  Totes  for  J.  N.  Eeid,  295  votes  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan,  and  29  votes  for  J.  W.  Grey, 
for  member  of  the  assembly,  was  thrown  out  of  the  canvass  on  account  of  gross  viola- 
te of  the  election-law  by  the  inspectors  in  not  completing  the  canvass  without  ad- 
journment, in  allowing  unauthorized  persons  to  handle  the  ballots  and  assist  in  the 
ootukt,  in  a^joaming  over  night  and  going  to  another  place,  and  in  signing  returns 
oext  day  which  they  had  not  themselves  made  or  verified,  and  the  contents  of  which 
they  did  not  know.  With  these  deductions,  the  county  was  canvassed  by  unanimous 
Tote. 

Monroe  CoNnfy.— Precinct  No.  3,  Key  West,  (giving  401  votes  to  the  democratic  elec- 
toral and  State  tickets,  and  59  to  the  republican,  was  thrown  out  of  the  canvass  on 
^ttoont  of  gross  violation  of  the  election-laws  by  the  inspectors,  in  adjourning  before 
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the  completion  of  the  canvass,  and  completinj^  it  the  next  day  in  a  different  place,  and 
without  public  notice.  The  vote  on  its  rejection  was  unanimous — ^the  attornev-geDeral 
deciding,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  him  as  to  the  legal  effect  of  these  violations  of 
the  law,  that  it  must  be  thrown  out.     With  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed. 

Alachua  Ckmnty.— Seventeen  illegal  electoral  votes  (four  republican  and  thirteen  dem- 
ocratic) at  Waldo  precinct  were  thrown  out  unanimously. 

A  vote  was  taken  on  retaining  or  throwing  out  Archer  precinct,  No.  2,  and  the  secre- 
tary of  state  and  comptroller  voting  to  retain  it,  and  the  attorney-general  voting  to 
throw  it  out,  it  was  retained,  and  the  county  canvassed  with  the  before-mentioned  de- 
ductions. 

Jackson  Cottnty.— Campbellton  precinct,  giving  for  the  republican  electoral  and  State 
tickets  77  votes,  and  for  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  tickets  291  votes,  was 
thrown  out  of  the  canvass  on  account  of  the  violation  of  the  election-laws  by  the  iu- 
spectors  in  removing  the  ballot-box  from  the  election-room  at  the  adjournment  for  din- 
ner into  an  adjoining  store,  and  leaving  it  there  unsealed  and  concealed  from  the  pub- 
lic during  said  adjournment ;  in  not  counting  the  ballots  at  the  close  of  the  polls,  and 
comparing  them  with  number  of  names  on  the  poll-list,  and  because  only  seventy-six 
republican  ballots  were  counted  out  of  the  ballot-box,  whereas  133  persons  swear  that 
they  voted  the  full  republican  ticket  at  that  poll.  The  vote  of  the  board  stood  as  fol- 
lows :  the  secretary  and  comptroller  for  rejecting  it,  and  the  attorney-general  for  re- 
taining it. 

Friendship  Church  precinct,  giving  for  the  republican  electoral  and  State  ticket  44 
votes,  and  for  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  tickets  145  votes,  was  thrown  out  of 
the  canvass  on  account  of  violation  of  the  election-laws  by  the  inspectors  in  placing 
the  ballot-box  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  out  of  sight  of  the  voter  and  of  the  public ;  in 
placing  a  supervisor  at  the  window  to  receive  the  ballots  instead  of  an  inspector ;  in 
not  making  and  completing  the  canvass  at  the  polling-place  without  adjournment, 
and  in  view  of  the  puolic,  but  in  a  bed-room  two  miles  away,  and  in  not  counting  the 
ballots  and  companng  them  with  the  number  of  names  on  the  poll-lisf.  As  to  this 
precinct  the  vote  of  the  board  stood  as  follows :  thie  secretary  of  state  and  the  comp- 
troller for  rejecting,  and  the  attorney-general  for  retaining  it.  With  these  deductions 
the  county  was  canvassed. 

The  list  of  counties  having  now  been  gone  through,  at  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock 
Tuesday  night,  the  board,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  declared  the  State  canvass  concluded, 
and  directed  the  clerk  to  prepare  a  certificate  of  the  result.  On  suggestion  of  the 
attorney-general,  he  was  requested  to  call  in  some  friend  to  look  over  the  clerk's  fig- 
ures and  verify  the  footings.  He  introduced  Mr.  Pasco,  who  examined  and  found  said 
footings  correct. 

The  certificate  of  the  electoral  vote  having  been  prepared  and  verified,  it  was  signed 
by  two  members  of  the  board — the  secretary  of  state  and  the  comptroller — the  attor- 
ney-general declining  to  sign  it,  saying  that  he  would  prepare  a  protest  setting  forth 
his  reasons.  The  board  then  adjourned  to  allow  time  for  the  clerical  labor  of  prepar- 
ing the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  canvass  at  large.  This  having  been  completed 
and  verified,  was  signed  on  the  8th  instant,  as  of  date  of  the  6th  instant,  the  day  on 
which  the  canvass  was  concluded. 

WM.  LEE  APTHORP, 
Clerk  of  Board  of  Canvassers, 
SAMUEL  B.  McLIN, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Chairman  Board  of  State  Canvassers. 

NO  PROTEST  FFLBD. 

Tallahasskk,  Fla.,  December  11, 1676. 
Wm.  Lkb  Apthorp,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  Board  of  State  Canvassers: 
Sir  :  We  have  been  not  a  little  surprised  at  seeing  in  print  what  purports  to  be  the 
protest  of  Wm.  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general,  as  one  of  the  board  of  State  canvass- 
ers, filed  with  the  board,  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  board. 
No  such  or  any  other  protest  has,  to  our  knowledge,  been  filed  or  presented  to  us  or 
either  of  us.  Has  any  protest  of  any  kind  been  filed  with  you  as  clerk  of  the  board,  or 
banded  to  you  to  be  filed  T    If  so,  please  inform  us  of  the  fact,  and  of  the  time  when. 

SAML.  B.  McLlN, 

Secretary  of  State. 
C.  A.  COWGILL, 

Comptroller. 

T.VLLAHA8SEK,  Fla.,  December  11,  lr376. 
Hon.  S.  B.  McLiN  and  Hon.  C.  A.  Cowgill: 

Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  the  question  contained  in  your  letter  of  this  dat«,  I  have 
to  say  that  no  protest  against  tho  action  of  the  msgority  of  the  State  board  of  canvass- 
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en  by  the  Hon.  W.  A.  Cooke,  attorney-geDeral  and  a  member  of  that  board,  has  been 
filed  with  me  as  clerk  of  said  board,  or  handed  me  to  be  filed,  nor  have  I  seen  or  in 
aDj  way  received  such  a  protest. 

wm.  lee  APTHORP, 
Clerk  of  State  Board  of  Canvaeeers, 

A  JOINT   MEMORANDUM. 

The  following;  is  a  joint  memorandom  handed  me  as  clerk  of  the  State  canvaf^inj^- 
board  by  Hon.  C.  A.  Cowgill  and  Hon.  Wm.  Archer  Cocke,  members  of  said  board,  on 
Ibe  dth  of  December,  1876: 

[In  the  handwriting  of  Di^.  Cowgill.] 

'*  Points  in  Monroe  Connty  case,  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the  attoruey-Keuoral  was 
abked  by  one  member  of  the  canvassing-board  with  a  view  to  acting  according  to  that 
opinion. 

"Do  sections  21, 22,  and  23,  of  chapter  1625,  Laws  of  Florida,  imperatively  demand 
that  the  canvass  of  votes  cast  at  the  election  shall  be  made  without  adjourument, 
iDcIadingthe  making  of  the  certificate? 

"When  the  evidence  is  contradictory  as  to  the  mere  connt  of  the  vote  before  ad- 
joummeDt,  and  it  is  undisputed  that  Xhe  board  adjourned  and  met  next  day  in  a  dif- 
ferent plac«,  and,  according  to  one  inspector,  counted  all  the  vot.es  over  again,  and  by 
testimony  of  Mr.  Clark,  arrived  at  a  difi'erent  result  from  that  of  the  night  before,  and 
according  to  another  inspector,  only  made  out  the  certificate;  in  view  of  this  statement 
of  facts  is  this  a  legal  canvass?'' 

The  attorney -general  said  it  should  be  thrown  out  and  not  counted  : 

[In  the  handwriting  of  Judge  Cocke.] 

''The  board  took  a  recess  to  afford  time  to  the  clerk  to  make  op  a  tabulated  state- 
ment of  the  votes  to  be  afterward  compared  with  the  returns;  before  the  certificate 
bad  been  made  out,  or  the  attorney-general  was  informed  that  the  statement  was  made 
oat,  the  attorney-general  claimed  the  right  to  change  his  vote  on  the  Monroe  County 
State  election,  having  voted  in  favor  of  throwing  out  precinct  No.  3,  in  the  electoral 
vote ;  the  board  not  having  adjourned  I  claimed  the  right  to  change  my  vote  in  relation 
to  precinct  No.  3." 

The  following  is  the  endorsement: 

Memorandom  banded  the  clerk  by  Br.  Cowgill  and  Judge  Cocke. 

WM.  LEE  APTHORP,  Clerk. 

December  8, 1876. 

rules  of  the  state  canvassing-board,  adopted  november  27,  1876. 

The  canvassing-board  will  commence  its  duties  on  the  28th  day  of  November  instant 
it  10  o^clock,  and  will  meet  dailv  thereafter  at  the  same  hour,  unless  a  different  hour  be 
fixed,  (except  on  Sundays  and  holidays,)  and  will  remain  so  long  in  session  each  day 
Mtbe  necessities  of  the  case  may  require. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  canvass  within  the  brief  period  which  remains  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  following  rules  of  procedure  are  adopted,  and  are  hereby  promulgated : 

First.  The  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  where  by  law  the  board  is  directed  to 
meet,  being  small,  a  limited  number  of  persons  only,  not  exceeding  twenty-two  in 
Dumber,  equally  representing  each  political  i>arty,  will  be  admitted  to  witness  the  pro- 
ceedings, except  woen  the  board  may  think  it  necessary  or  desirable  to  close  the  doors 
for  deliberation. 

Second.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  open  the  returns  from  each  county,  whereupon 
tbe  board  will  proceed  to  examine  the  same,  and  determine  from  the  face  thereof,  sub- 
ject to  final  review,  whether  the  legal  formalities  and  requirements  with  respect 
thereto  have  been  complied  with,  and  upon  an  affirmative  determination  of  such  pre- 
limioary  matters  the  chairman  shall  announce  the  vote  of  the  county. 

Third-  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  of  any  county  any  person  may  give  notice 
tbst  the  said  return  and  the  election  or  vote  of  said  county  or  any  precinct  thereof 
vill  be  oontcAted,  and  the  clerk  shall  forthwith  note  the  objection  generally. 

Fourth.  The  contestants,  subsequent  to  the  announcement  as  aforesaid  of  the  result 
u  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  must  tile  with  the  board  brief  statements  in 
vritiog,  giving  specifically  the  objections  proposed  to  be  made,  with  particulars  of 
time,  place,  and  circumstance,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  relief  demanded. 

Fifth.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  board  has  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  or 
vxAmination  of  witnesses,  it  will  receive  in  evidence  proper  affidavits,  and,  also,  such 
<iffietal  certificates  as  are  made  evidence  by  law,  and  may  be  otherwise  admissible.  If 
either  party  desires  to  produce  viva  voce  testimony  thev  must  submit  to  the  board  a  brief 
^^Atetoent,  in  writiog,  of  the  namee  and  residences  oi  the  witnesses,  and  the  facts  ex- 
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pected  to  be  proved  by  them,  and  the  board,  in  their  discretion^  will  allow  them  to 
attend,  and  will  themselyes  examine  them,  the  extent  to  which  this  is  done  necessarily 
depending  on  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  board. 

Sixth.  The  affidavits  and  documentary  proof  on  each  side  shall  be  filed  with  the 
board  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  shidl  be  accessible  to  the  other  side, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  secretary  of  state  shall  think  proper  for  the  safe-keepiog 
thereof. 

Seventh.  All  motions  and  arguments  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed.  No  oral  argn- 
ments  will  be  allowed. 

Eighth.  The  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  board  being  necessary  to  determine  iU 
action,  such  concurrence,  with  respect  to  any  proposition  or  matter,  may  be  formally 
ascertained  by  vote,  upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  or  informally  by  the  assent 
of  at  least  two  members. 

Ninth.  The  board  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  make  and  announce  such  modifica- 
tions of,  or  additions  to,  these  rules  as  the  case  may  require.  Parties  in  preparing  and 
presenting  their  proofs  and  arguments  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  canvess  most  be 
completed  and  the  result  reached  in  time  for  the  electors  to  discharge  their  duties  un- 
der the  law. 

certificate  op  election. 

Office  of  Secretauy  of  State, 

Ta1laha8d€€t  Fla,,  December  6,  1876. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state ;  Clayton  A.  Cowg[ill, 
comptroller;  and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney -general  of  said  State,  constituting 
a  board  of  State  canvassers  in  and  for  said  State  of  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  at  the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  on 
the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  proceeded  to  canvass  the  returns  of  a  gen- 
eral election  held  in  the  State  aforesaid  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for 
electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

We  do  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  afore- 
said, that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  electors,  as  aforesaid,  was 
forty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (44,627,)  of  which — 

Frederick  C.  Humphriea  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  votes,  (2.3,849.) 

Charles  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-foor 
votes,  (23,844.) 

William  H.  Holden  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 
votes,  (23,848.) 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-thtee 
votes,  (23,843.) 

James  £.  Yonge  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three 
votes.  (22,923.) 

Wilkinson  Call  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  votes, 
(22.919.) 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one 
votes,  (22,921.) 

Robert  Bullock  received  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  votes, 
(22,919.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  6th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAMX  B.  McLIN. 
Secretary  of  Slate,  and  ex-offioio  Chairman  of  the  Board  State  CanvaeserB. 

C.  A.  COWGILL, 
Comptroller  and  ex-officio  Member  of  Board  of  State  Canvaseers, 

I,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  cor- 
rect transcript  of  the  record  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  state. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the 
State,  at  Tallahassee,  the  capital,  this  December  26,  1876. 

[L.  8.]  SAMUEL  B.  McLIN, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Tuesday,  Deoemher  19, 1876. 
manatee  county. 

Samuel  B.  McLin  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  committee,  as  far  as  you  know,  the  facts  con- 
cerning the  vacancy  for  a  clerk  in  Manatee  County  T — Answer.  So  far  as  I  know  the 
facts,  Mr.  Bartholf  was  clerk  in  that  county  and  concluded  to  resign,  and  wrote  asking 
the  governor  to  accept  his  resignation. 
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Q.  Abont  what  time — bow  long  before  the  election  T — A.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  was 
io  September  that  be  was  nr^ng  that  his  resignation  be  accepted.  The  governor  did 
not  accept  his  resiffuation  at  once,  and  he  finally  wrote  to  the  governor  saying,  that 
he  was  very  iU,  atid  his  signature  to  the  let1;er,  which  did  not  seem  to  be  written  by 
bimMlf,  indicated  that  he  was  very  ill.  He  generally  Writes  a  good  hand,  and  his  sig- 
nature was  made  in  snch  a  way  that  indicated  that  he  was  ill,  and  he  wrote  that  be 
was  then  on  a  sick-bed,  and  did  not  know  whether  he  woQld  recover,  and  urged  the 
governor  to  accept  his  resignation.  The  governor  did  accept  his  resignation  at  that 
time,  and,  I  think,  it  was  about  the  first  of  October.  On  the  3d  of  October  the  gov- 
ernor appointed  Andrew  Green  clerk  of  the  court  for  that  county. 

Q.  Dia  Green  qualify,  or  was  he  commissioned  f — A.  Green  did  not  qnalify ;  and 
aboat  the  ^th  of  October  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  executive  committee  called 
npon  me  to  know  if  Green  had  qualified,  and  I  told  him  he  had  not.  He  wanted  to 
know  what  the  difficulty  was,  and  I  said  that  he  had  not  sent  up  his  bond  or  his  oath 
of  office,  and  I  cohld  not  commission  him.  As  chairman  of  the  democratic  executive 
committee,  he  then  asked  me  whether  I  would  authorize  Green  to  act  as  clerk,  pro- 
riding  he  would  notify  me  that  be  had  taken  the  oath  of  oflice.  I  told  him  I  would, 
ooder  all  the  circumstances,  that  the  registration  might  be  perfected  in  that  conntv, 
and  that  I  would  authorize  Green  by  telegraph  to  go  ahead,  provided  he  would  take 
hisoatji  of  office,  and  I  would  issue  the  commission  at  once  and  send  it  down  to  him. 
That  telegraph  was  dispatched  to  Green,  and  he  answered  in  a  day  or  two,  through 
tbe  chairman  of  the  democratic  executive  committee,  that  he  was  not  willinjjr  to  take  the 
office  or  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  until  he  had  received  his  commission.  The 
chairman  idteT  that  called  npon  me  and  asked  me  if  I  would  not  send  a  commission  to 
bim  anyhow,  and  let  them  be  responsible  for  his  bond,  and  that  they  would  file  a  bond  for 
bim.  I  told  him  I  had  no  authority  to  do  that,  and,  as  the  governor  was  away,  I  did 
noi  feel  that  I  could  do  anything  more  than  what  I  had  done  in  the  matter.  Time 
ptsKd  off  and  Mr.  Green  did  not  qualify.  He  has  written  to  me,  however,  that  he  was 
waiting  upon  tbe  county  oommi  ssioners  to  prove  bis  bond  and  would  qualify. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  informed  y  ou  at  what  day  his  bond  was  filed  T — A.  He  has  never 
filed  bis  bond. 

By  Mr.  Tbllbk  : 
Q.  With  tbe  commissioners  f— A.  No ;  he  has  never  informed  me  at  what  time  he 
fil«l  bis  bond  with  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  he  inform  you  before  or  after  the  election,  that  he  was  waiting  for  them  to 
approve  his  bond  T — A.  After  the  election.    I  had  no  information  from  him  about  his 
bond  or  his  papers,  other  than  this  telegram  that  he  was  not  willing  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office  until  he  received  his  commission. 

Q.  On  page  725  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  I  find  that  it  is  provided  that  "  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court,''  was  that  the  name  of  this  officer  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  **  Shall,  within  thirty  days  after  his  (election)  appointment,  and  before  he  enters 
on  tbe  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond  in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  the 
8tate  of  Florida,  with  two  or  more  good  securities,  to  be  approved  b^  a  Judge  of  one 
of  tbe  circuit  courts,  or  by  the  solieitor  of  the  circuit  in  which  said  county  is,  and 
irbich  bond  shall  be  conditioned  fbr  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.'' — 
A  That  is  the  law. 

Q.  Yon  were  acting  tinder  that  statute  when  you  declined  to  issue  a  commission 
until  von  knew  of  the  approval  of  his  bond  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  being  informed  of  the  exigency  before  the  election,  you  proposed  to  issue 
bis  oommissioo  on  notice  that  he  had  taken  the  oath  f — A.  Yes,  sir :  and  give  him  thirty 
days  to  file  hia  bond.  I  think  I  stretched  the  matter  in  that,  but  I  thought  it  was 
proper.    They  were  detnanding  it  very  strongly,  but  I  thought  it  was  rather  wrong. 

Q.  Bat  after  the  election  was  passed,  you  thought  you  must  follow  the  statute  f—A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  before  the  board  of  State  canvassers  in  regard  to  the 
naoner  in  which  the  election  was  conducted  in  Manatee  County,  whether  there  were 
tty  polling-places  appointed  or  any  officers  of  election  f — A.  There  was  an  affidavit 
filed  before  the  board,  of  a  Mr.  James  Green,  to  the  effect  that  there  was  no  registra- 
tion, and  that  the  Manatee  commissioners  had  not  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  and 
reriaed  the  registration  as  required  by  law.  There  were  no  polling- precincts  appointed ; 
DO  notifications  of  election  posted. 

Q.  Were  all  these  things  required  to  be  done  by  law  T~A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  not 
iDore  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  voters  were  advised  that  there  was  an^  election,  or 
^bon^t  that  the  election  amounted  to  anything  more  than  a  £arce,  and  did  not  go  oat. 
Q.  Not  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  votes  cast  f — A.  Yes,  sir.' 
Q.  How  did  the  returns  of  Manatee  County  and  the  vote  cast  compare  with  previous 
elections;  did  the  returns  ihdicate  the  same  state  of  facts  T— A*  1  have  not  compared  it 
with  tbe  last  election,  and  cannot  state  as  to  that. 
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Q.  Will  you  examine,  compare,  and  let  me  know  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  do  so. 

Q.  Have  yon,  in  yonr  office,  a  list  of  all  the  votes  cast  in  that  oonnty  in  the  previons 
election  by  precincts?— A.  No, sir;  not  by  precincts  j  the  county  vote.  The  precinct 
vote  is  not  nlled  up.  The  oonnty  canvassers  sent  np  their  returns,  but  it  is  only  the 
precinct  returns  aggregated. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  board  with  a  copy  of  the  votes  cast  in  all  the  counties  at  the 
previons  election  I — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  tabulated  statement  would  answer  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir.—A.  For  1672, 1874,  and  1876, 1  suppose  f 

LEON  COUNTY. 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  like  to  have  it.  Do  you  remember  what  the  opinion  of  the 
various  members  of  the  canvassing-board  was  in  regard  to  precincc  13,  Leon  County ; 
whether  unanimous  or  divided  f— A.  It  was  unanimous. 

Q.  You  feel  positive  of  that  T— A.  I  am  positive  about  it.  It  was  talked  of,  with  the 
evidence,  and  the  first  remark  made  about  it  was  by  the  attorney-general,  Cocke,  who 
said  in  regard  to  it  that  the  lawyers  must  make  up  their  papers  better  than  that,  or 
something  of  that  kind ;  that  he  did  not  see  anything  in  it  to  throw  it  out ;  and  the 
other  two  members  of  the  board  agreed  with  him  that  there  was  nothing  sufficient  to 
invalidate  the  precinct,  and  it  was  canvassed  unanimously. 

UNANIMOUS  ACTION  ON  MONROB  COUNTY. 

Q.  With  reference  to  precinct  No.  3,  in  Monroe  County,  what  was  the  vote  of  the 
board  on  the  canvass  of  that  precinct  t — A.  Unanimous. 

Q.  Did  any  member  of  the  board  subsequently  request  to  change  his  vote  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Stat«  the  circumstances  under  which  that  took  place  and  at  what  period  of  the 
canvass,  and  whether  the  canvass  had  been  concluded  or  not. — A.  After  the  canvass 
had  been  concluded  by  unanimous  vote,  and  after  the  board  had  adjourned  for  the 
clerk  to  make  up  the  statement  in  accordance  with  the  canvass,  and  prepare  a  certifi- 
cate as  to  the  electoral  vote,  the  attorney-general  left  the  room  at  that  time,  saying  that 
he  desired  to  send — as  he  expressed  it,  as  I  remember — a  democrat  in  to  verify  the 
figures  on  the  tabulated  statement,  the  additions,  to  see  that  they  were  correct.  The 
other  two  members  assented  to  it,  and  said,  ''All  right,  send  him  in ;''  and,  in  a  few 
minutes,  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  State  executive  committee  came  in  and  took 
his  seat  at  the  table  and  remained  there  for  sometime,  and  revised  the  figures  and 
verified  them,  and  left.  I  suppose  that  he  was  there  from  the  time  of  adjournment ; 
he  must  have  been  there  near  an  hour.  I  do  not  kuow  the  time,  but  I  should  say  near 
an  hour.    After  Mr.  Pasco  had  left 

By  Mr.  Teller  : 
Q.  Pasco  was  the  chairman  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  who  came  in  to  verify  the  figures.  After 
Mr.  Pasco  had  left,  the  attorney-general,  Cocke,  returned  to  the  room.  He  had  been 
to  his  office,  I  believe,  and  he  spoke  to  Dr.  Cowgill,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board, 
the  comptroller,  and  said,  "  I  desire  to  change  my  vote  on  Monroe  County.'*  Cowgill 
answered  him,  simply  looking  up  at  him.  He  was  busy  doing  some  writing  at  the 
table.  He  perhaps  said,  "All  right,''  or,  ''Very  well,"  or  something  of  that  kind,  and 
Cocke  left.  After  Cocke  le%  Cowgill  said  to  me,  "  It  seems  to  me  to  be  too  late  to 
make  any  change ;  the  canvass  is  concluded  and  the  minutes  made  up."  I  said  it  was 
too  late  to  make  the  chaDge,  and  that  is  all  that  was  said  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  there  was  no  change  made  f — A.  There  was  no  change  made. 
Q.  You  think  there  was  an  interval  of  at  least  an  hour  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  the  canvass  had  been  completed  and  the  tabulated  returns  made  up  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

THE  power  op  the  BOARD. 

Q.  At  what  period  was  the  question  raised  before  the  board  that  yon  had  no  power 
to  canvass  the  returns  in  the  manner  in  which  you  were  canvassing  them,  by  taking 
evidence,  &c.  f  Was  that  objection  raised  at  the  start  of  your  proceedings,  or  when  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  raised  (we  got  notice  of  an  injunction)  next  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock,  the  morning  after  the  canvass. 

Q.  Before  the  power  of  the  board  was  argued  by  anybody  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was 
a  final  argument  made  by  one  of  the  attorneys  before  the  board,  Mr.  Biddle,  I  believe, 
that  was  signed  by  all  the  lawyers  on  that  side. 

Q.  Was  that  at  the  opening  or  closing  f — A.  At  the  closing. 

Q.  Had  the  lawyers,  before  that,  introduced  testimony  without  making  objections  to 
your  considering  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  the  closing  argument  in  which  they  raised  the  question  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  democratic  lawyers  was  that,  if  we  took  the 
ground  that  we  had  the  right  to  exercise  judicial  power  we  should  do  so  and  so ;  that 
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we  should  tbrow  oat  Dnval  Connty,  and  that  we  sbonid  throw  out  a  precinct  in 
iliehua  Connty,  and  that  we  should  throw  oat  about  nine  hundred  votes,  I  think,  in 
J^enon  County  and  other  places,  giving  them  a  majority  claimed  of  over  two  thou- 
sand for  the  Tilden  electors,  and,  in  the  close  of  his  argument,  he  made  the  point  that 
we  had  no  right  to  go  behind  the  returns.  He  made  that  point  in  his  argument,  in 
conclnsion. 

Q.  In  1874,  had  the  board  proceeded  in  the  manner  they  did  in  the  recent  canvass  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  suggestion  was  that  canvass  then  made,  and  in  what  manner  t~A.  The 
attoney-general  had  given  it  as  his  opinion.    I  believe  he  wrote  out  an  opinion. 

Q.  That  opinion  we  have.  Did  the  democratic  lawyers  coincide  at  that  time  with 
him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  contended  we  should  do  so. 

A  DEMOCRATIC  TRIUMPH. 

Q.  Which  party  gained  by  your  action  at  that  time  in  that  difficulty? — ^A.  Well,  it 
was  considered  a  democratic  triumph,  but  the  canvass  did  not  canvass  in  any  demo- 
crats specially.  It  was  a  side  they  had  espoused  in  some  two  or  three  counties,  or  a 
ticket  they  had  espoused,  and  it  was  considered  a  triumph  on  their  part.  They  were 
very  much  interested  in  it,  and  their  lawyers  contendea  we  could  go  behind  the  re- 
toros. 

Q.  That  is,  in  two  or  three  counties  there  was  a  division  in  the  republican  vote,  and 
the  democrats  took  one  side  in  that  division  and  the  side  they  took  prevailed  in  that 
cawf— A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  county,  Leon  County,  and  in  Jeflerson  County. 

IJEN6TH  OF  RESIDENCE  IN  THE  STATE. 

Q.  You  know  Dr.  Cowgill  very  well,  do  you  not  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  in  the  State;  what  office  does  he  fill  T — A.  Before  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  comptroller  he  had  an  orange-grove  on  the  Saint  John's  River,  and  he  has 
yet  He  was  entering  on  fruit-culture  in  a  very  desirable  place  there.  After  he  was 
appointed  comptroller  he  sold  one  of  his  places,  but  still  owns  an  orange-grove  on  the 
n?er. 

Q.  How  lonff  has  he  been  a  resident  of  the  State  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  time ;  a  good 
many  years — -I  think  some  eight  or  nine  years. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  what  State  he  is  a  native  T — A.  Delaware. 

Q.  What  is  Dr.  Cowgill's  reputation  in  the  community  as  an  honorable  and  fair- 
minded  man  T — A.  Very  good ;  very  high. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  kno^n  his  reputation  to  be  questioned  in  any  way  by  any  one  T — A. 
I  never  have. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  State  t — A.  About  twenty-two  years.^ 

Q.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native  t— A.  Tennessee. 

Q.  What  waa  your  occupation  before  you  were  treasurer  ? — A.  Lawyer  and  editor. 

Q.  Have  yon  and  Dr.  Cowgill  both  families  in  the  State  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  And  children  bom  here  T — ^A.  I  have%  The  doctor  has  no  children  bom  in  the 
State.    He  has  children  by  his  first  wife,  who  are  grown. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  reside  before  you  were  appointed  to  your  office  T — ^A.  Lake  City, 
Cehimbia  County. 

Q.  Practicing  law  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  APPOINTMENT  OP  OFFICERS. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  How  are  your  officers  appointed  in  this  State ;  how  many  elective  offices  have 
yon  t — A.  The  only  elective  offices  are  constables,  I  believe,  and  the  State  officers  proper. 

Q.  How  are  the  others  appointed  T— A.  Appointed  by  the  governor  on  confirmation 
by  the  senate. 

Q.  He  appoints  the  secretary  of  state,  the  treasurer,  the  comptroller,  the  attorney- 
general,  and  the  clerks  of  the  courts  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  man's  name  who  was  appointed  clerk  of  Manatee  Connty  ? — ^A. 
^^*drew  Green. 

Q-  What  was  the  man's  name  who  made  the  affidavit  in  regard  to  the  election  T — ^A. 
James  D.  Qreen.   ' 

Q.  Are  they  relatives  T — ^A.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  think  they  are.  I  do  not  know  of  my 
o»n  knowledge,  but  I  think  they  are  related,  and  are  from  the  same  family. 

Q.  Are  they  both  residents  of  the  county  of  Manatee? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  All  the  evidence  you  had  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Manatee  was  by  affidavit, 
^•s  it  not,  independent  of  the  returns,  I  mean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  You  had  no  oral  testimony  T — A.  No,  sir ;  no  oral  testimony. 

VALUE  op  a  pass. 

Q-  The  men  who  made  the  affidavits  could  have  been  reached,  could  they  not  ? — A. 
Well,  it  was  thought  not.    An  effort  was  made  to  get  testimony  in  that  county,  which 
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proTed  a  failure.  There  is  an  affidavit  filed  to  that  effect  from  some  two  or  three  geD- 
tlemen  who  went  to  that  coanty  to  get  up  the  evidence  and  find  out  the  facts  in  re^u^d 
to  it,  hut  they  were  stopiped  at  a  county  north,  afyoining  Manatee  County.  I  thiuK  it 
is  north,  but  anyhow  it  is  Sumter  County,  and  they  were  told  they  could  not  proceed 
farther  south  without  a  permit  from  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  State  executive 
committee.  If  they  could  show  such  a  paper  as  that,  they  could  go  south,  but  if  not, 
they  could  not  pass  south.  These  men  swore  they  felt  they  were  in  danger  of  their 
lives,  and  could  not  proceed  farther,  and  they  returned  to  Tallahassee. 

Q.  Did  jou  examme  them  orally,  or  was  their  testimony  written  f— A.  Their  testi- 
mony was  by  affidavit ;  they  filed  an  affidavit 

Q.  They  were  not  examined  orally  before  you  t — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Were  they  residents  in  Tallahassee  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  reside  here,  or  near  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  are  their  names  ?— A.  One  of  them  was  Mr.  Webster,  who  lives  here  in  this 
city,  and  one  was  Colonel  Hamlin,  who  lives  at  Quincy.  I  do  not  remember  if  there 
was  a  third  one  or  not,  but  those  two  I  remember. 

Q.  Are  they  reputable  citizens  T — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  they  are  men  of  good  standing. 

By  Mr.  Coopbr  : 

Q.  Did  they  give  the  names  of  the  persons  who  stopped  them  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
they  did.  I  do  not  think  the  affidavit  sets  forth  the  names  of  the  parties ;  as  well  as  1 
remember — the  affidavit  is  on  file — they  were  accosted  by  several  persons. 

Q.  Was  it  upon  those  faets  that  you  excluded  the  county  of  Manatee— I  mean  upon 
the  fact  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  go  south  t— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that 
that  had  a  great  amount  of  weight  with  the  board,  but  it  may  have  had  some  weight, 
and  it  may  have  enabled  us  to  act  with  a  less  amount  of  testimony  than  we  would  if 
the  testimony  had  been  accessible. 

Q.  The  board  acted  upon  the  affidavits  of  James  D.  Green,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  in  regard  to  the  stoppage? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  had  some  efifeot,  as 
I  have  stated  to  you,  and  satisfied  them  that  it  presluded  them  from  getting  further 
evidence,  and  caused  them  to  act  upon  what  evidence  they  had  before  tnem. 

Q.  Did  the  board,  as  a  board,  make  any  efforts  to  get  testimony  on  that  f — ^A.  No, 
sir ;  not  as  I  remember. 

Q.  These  men  were  not  in  the  service  of  the  board  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  the  service 
of  the  board.  This  county  is  a  very  distant  county  and  very  inaccessible,  and  the  board 
never  thought  of  the  Idea  of  sending  parties  there  to  get  up  the  evidence.  We  did  not 
think  it  hardly  practicable  on  either  side,  either  republicans  or  democrats,  I  believe, 
to  get  such  testimony. 

Q.  Green's  affidavit  simply  was  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure — the  irregularity  oi 
procedure.  Did  he  make  any  other  allegations ;  did  he  make  allegations  of  fraud  iu 
the  vote,  intimidation,  or  anything  of  that  kind  f — ^A.  Nothing  of  intimidation,  I  think. 
I  do  not  think  he  charged  any  particular  fraud,  either ;  but  irregularity  and  non-com- 
pliance with  the  election-laws. 
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Caw^^araHve  siaiewient  of  the  vote  for  pre^idmiial  eleetor$  and  governor  on  the  face  of  Ike 

retw'na. 


BepubU- 
oan. 

Demoorat. 

Repabli- 
can. 

Demoerat. 

Comities. 

Governor. 

Hayes. 

TUden. 

Steams. 

Drew. 

A1%^ltiw    ,,-,,-,,,- .,, , „,- 

I,9d4 
130 
902 

58 

>i 

718 

9 

8,367 

1,603 

91 

1,300 

330 

144 

186 

16 

1,899 

8,600 

68 

3,035 

807 

83 

1,58* 

86 

1,558 

980 

802 

206 

586 

6 

409 

338 

173 

458 

73 

186 

188 

47 

119 

1,867 
89 
703 
111 
815 
887 
003 
5 

1.437 

1,426 
167 
835 
617 
579 
790 
300 

1,397 
737 
309 

1,003 
488 
147 

1,07H 
368 
958 

1,047 
667 
908 
605 
456 
768 
501 
506 
636 
848 
460 
361 
688 
407 

1,977 

130 

803 

63 

57 

184 

718 

8 

8,898 

1,588 

85 

1,397 

320 

134 

182 

16 

1.895 

8,659 

63 

3,029 

207 

83 

1,518 

27 

1.547 

973 

791 

188 

574 

18 

406 

335 

169 

455 

78 

161 

180 

46 

181 

1,360 

89 

B«kw       

BndMotd 

701 

Brrrard    

104 

CaUMxm 

817 

CIaj. 

319 

Colaxnbki       

903 

Dade 

5 

Doral    

1,508 

1,431 

174 

Eecambift 

PriokHn 

G«<l«4ra r 

840 

Hamiltfm ,,..t.- 

614 

HflTDAlMlo 

583 

794 

Hotmea...: 

300 

Jaekaon 

1,397 
737 

JefleraoQ    

lAfa  jette 

310 

Leoo". 

1.010 
498 

Lery           

Libi^  

147 

y«4fMa , 

1,083 
863 

Vaofttttf) -.. 

If ari^n              . . . ,    - , 

963 

Moaroe 

1,058 
677 

Onnf^    ........  .-r ■.^■,Tm,.,...,,^T.,.,-r-      ..^-^.,,r.m..^  ... 

930 

Patoam '..-.,.-  r ,,.... 

619 

p^)Ik 

443 

9tattaBo«« 

773 

s^ti^ohnu     r-x 

504 

Smater 

511 

^ly^UII^H^     .......  -T -r  'TT-rt-r  r-r-^rn  -*-,r rr-.T--.-- 

689 

Taylor 

843 

v3S;        ::::::::::::::::::::;::;::::;::;::::;::;:;:: 

480 

Wakall* 

363 

Walton     

634 

Waahinfftmi  ..-- 

405 

T4rtal    ...   .. 

34,337 

84,398 

84,106 

34,518 

S.  Rep.  611,  pt.  2 2 
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Tabulated  statement  showing  the  vote  in  Florida  for  years  1872, 1874,  and  1876—1872  and 
1874  as  canvassed,  and  1876  as  appears  from  face  of  returns. 


187a. 

1874. 

1876, 

Coon  ties. 

Governor. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

t 

! 

t 

1 

1 

1 

Alaohn* 

1,507 

87 
195 

708 
130 
444 

1,506 
87 
191 

772 
147 
467 

756 

234 

509 

83 

1,567 

134 

181 

5 

1.267 

89 

703 

111 

215 

287 

903 

5 

1,437 

1,426 

167 

835 

617 

579 

790 

:too 

1.984 
130 

Baker* 

Bradford      

902 

Brevard 

58 

Calbomi .............  .... 

37 

352 

648 

15 

1,828 

798 

93 

1,196 

18 

8 

158 

4 

1,109 

2,235 

60 

2,397 

128 

46 

'•"^ 

1,070 

287 

580 

34 

394 

37 
154 
602 

12 
891 
705 
140 
737 
442 
174 
299 
214 
920 
509 
161 
674 
324 
122 
691 
198 
646 
619 
459 
298 
409 
362 
570 
371 
295 
490 
157 
202 
256 
369 
293 

37 
111 

646 

14 

1,595 

789 

92 

1,192 

16 

6 

152 

6 

1,109 

2,234 

58 

2,332 

125 

46 

1,297 

81 

1,059 

280 

571 

32 

388 

5 

358 

182 

145 

359 

94 

104 

178 

72 

54 

156 
241 
618 
13 
941 
711 
146 
749 
467 
182 
336 
227 
939 
625 
161 
754 
355 
123 
703 
201 
686 
632 
477 
321 
423 
360 
575 
385 
307 
503 
159 
204 
261 
378 
299 

41 

134 

63 

Clayt 

200 
676 
23 
910 

102 

714 

12 

1,375 

19S 

Colnmbia  ................ 

718 

Dade    

9 

Duval 

'iso' 

87 
1,160 

i.'iii 

160 
640 

2,367 

1,602 

91 

Ssoambia    .......•....•• 

]<>rankliii 

Gadsden 

1.300 

Hamilton 

550 

231 

330 

Hernando 

153 

'1 

1.256 
2,020 

53 

2,395 

139 

76 

360 
417 
253 
897 
600 
216 
496 
386 
132 

144 

Hillsboroairh 

186 

Holmes 

16 

Jackson 

1,397  I  1.999 
737  '  2-fiflft 

Jefferson  ................. 

La  Fayette 

309 
1,003 
488 
147 
1,078 
262 
9.'>8 
1,047 
667 
908 
605 
456 
768 
501 
506 
626 
242 
460 
361 
628 
407 

63 

Leon 

3.035 
207 

Levy 

Liberty 

"839 

'i,'308' 

83 

Madison 

1.524 

Manatee 

77 
*657' 

249 

26 

Marion 

MM 

1,072 

'""665' 
51 
451 

1,552 
980 

Af  nnmft ,.  ,, , 

669    

Nassau 

535 
604 
491 

£02 

Orange  ......^...^^.^.^r-- 

'"h 

338* 

£08 

Putnam 

586 

Polk 

6 

Santa  Roea t -  -  - 

357 

183 

138 

359 

95 

108 

180 

72 

55 

40^ 

Saint  John's 

430 

908 

3^ 

Sumter 

124 

364 

173 

Snwannee 

437 

393 

458 

Taylor 

58 

168 

73 

Yoiosia 

i..*^. 

80 

186 

WaknUa 

144 
45 
.83 

259 
455 
304 

183 

Walton 

47 

Washington 

119 

Total 

17,999 

15, 174 

17,603 

16,024 

9,703 

8, 628   ft^  fTft 

8,349 

.4.9T2 

24.337 

!      ■ 

*  Id  Baker  County  there  were  two  other  papers  purporting  to  be  returns,  of  different  dates,  but  sisned 
by  tbe  county  clerk  and  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  aU  other  particulars  except  the  date,  idenuoal. 
which  gave  tbe  electoral  vote— Tilden,  238.  Hayes  electors.  143. 

f  From  precinct  8,  (No.  11  Pond,)  29  votes  for  Tilden  and  0  votes  for  Hayes  were  not  inolnded  by  tbe 
county  canvassers,  but  they  make  a  note  of  the  fact,  which  is  attached  to  return. 

I,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  tabu- 
lated statement  is  correct  and  true,  and  that  the  figures  were  taken  from  the  record  now  on  file  in  tbe 
office  of  secretary  of  state. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  State  this  December  90th,  A.  D.  1876. 

[8EAL 1  SAML.  B.  McLIN. 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Tuesday,  December  19,  1876. 

THE  ELECTION  LAW. 

Wm.  Archer  Cocke  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

QaestioD.  What  position  do  yon  hold  in  the  State  T — Answer.  I  hold  the  position  of 
attoniey-general. 

Q.  As  snch  attorney-general,  are  yon  a  member  of  the  State  canvassing-board  t — ^A. 
lam. 

Q.  And  yon  served  in  that  capacity  at  the  recent  election  t — A.  I  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity in  relation  to  the  late  election. 

Q.  And  also  at  any  former  election  f— A.  At  the  former  election — the  election  of 
1874. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  are  the  State  officers  elected  in  this  State  f — ^A.  The  govern* 
or  aod  lieatenant-govemor  are  elected  for  four  years ;  the  members  of  the  senate  and 
assembly  are  elected  for  two  years ;  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  comp- 
troUoTf  and  treasurer  are  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Q.  To  serve  for  bow  long  ?— A.  They  are  confirmed  by  the  senate,  and  under  the 
coostitatioD  they  hold  office  daring  the  term  of  the  governor,  or  until  their  successors 
are  appointed. 

Q.  will  yon  please  look  at  this  volume  [handing  Rash's  Digest]  and  tell  me  if  the 
law  of  elections  from  page  298  and  following  is  the  present  election  law  of  this  State, 
or  if  it  has  been  amended  T 

CHAPTER  LXVL 
Elections. 

Sec  1.  A  general  election  shall  be  held  in  the  several  connties  in  this  State  on  the 
Toesday  next  succeeding  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  each  year,  on  which  general 
elections  are  to  be  held  for  such  of  the  following  officers  as  are  to  be  elected  :  That  is 
to  say,  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  representative  in  Congress,  State  senators 
and  members  of  the  assembly,  and  such  county  officers  as  are  to  be  elected  in  such 
year. 

2.  A  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  elected  in  the  year  eighteen 
boodred  and  seventy-two,  and  every  four  years  thereafter;  representative  in  Con- 
gress in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  every  two  years  thereafter : 
otate  senators,  in  the  even-numbered  districts,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seTenty,  and  every  four  years  thereafter ;  senators  in  the  odd-nnmbered  districts,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  every  four  years  thereafter ;  and 
members  of  the  assembly  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  every  two 
years  thereafter ;  constables,  and  snch  other  coanty  officers  as  may  be  elected  by  the 
people,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  every  two  years  thereafter.* 

Special  elections, 

3.  Special  elections  may  be  held  in  the  following  cases : 

First.  When  there  has  been  no  choice,  at  any  election,  of  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress, senator,  member  of  assembly,  or  of  any  county  officer  who  should  have  been 
properly  elected  at  a  general  election. t 

Second.  When  the  right  of  any  person  to  hold  the  office  of  senator,  member  of  assem- 
bly, or  of  any  county  office  shall  cease  before  the  commencement  of  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  ^ected. 

Third.  When  a  vacancv  shall  occur  in  any  of  the  said  offices,  except  senators  and 
m^nbers  of  the  assembly,  by  death,  resignation,  removal,  or  otherwise,  more  than 
three  months  before  the  nest  general  election ;  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  offices 
of  aenator  or  member  of  assembly,  a  special  election  shall  not  be  held  unless  a  session 
of  the  legislature  shall  be  held  after  the  vacancy  occurs  and  before  a  general  election. 
Founb.  When,  in  any  other  case  of  a  vacancy  not  particularly  provided  for.  the 
governor  shall,  in  his  discretion,  direct,  special  elections  shall  be  conducted,  ana  the 
itsalt  thereof  canvassed  and  certified,  in  all  respects,  in  like  manner  as  general  elec- 
tioiis. 

4.  Special  elections  for  any  office,  except  county  offices,  under  the  proclamation  of 
the  governor,  to  be  issued  not  less  than  fifteen  or  more  than  forty  days  from  the  day 
^fpnbtication  of  such  proclamation  ;  and  in  the  case  of  county  officers,  under  the  proc- 
watioo  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  to  be  issued  not  less  than  ten  or  more  than  twenty 
^^8  before  the  holding  thereof,  and  shall  be  held  at  the  places  where  the  last  general 
"Action  was  held,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners, 

*Act  February  19,  1870.  tAct  August  6,  186d,  paniph.,  1  to  9,  sec.  v. 
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and  desigrnated  io  snoh  proclamation.  A  copy  of  snch  proclamation  of  the  sheriff  shall 
be  by  him  furnished  to  the  clerk  of  the  oircait  court,  to  be  recorded  in  the  book  pnK 
Tided  for  recording  election  retoms. 

Notifying  eleciion$, 

5.  The  secretary  of  state  shaU,  between  the  first  days  of  Jnly  and  September  in  any 
year  in  which  a  general  election  shall  be  held,  make  ont  and  canse  to  be  delivered  to 
the  sheriff  of  each  connty,  a  notice  stating  what  offices  and  vacancies  are  to  be  filled  at 
snch  general  election  in  the  State,  connty,  or  district,  and  shall  cause  a  copy  of  such 
notice  to  be  published  at  least  sixty  days  prior  to  the  day  of  holding  the  election,  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  printed  at  the  seat  of  government,  at  least  once  in  eacji  week, 
until  the  holding  of  the  election.  And  the  sheriff  shall  cause  a  copy  of  snch  notice  to 
be  published  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  his  county,  if  there  be  such  a  paper,  and  if 
there  be  no  such  paper  printed  in  his  county,  he  shall  cause  at  least  nve  copies  of 
such  notice  to  be  posted  in  the  most  public  places  in  the  county. 

Qualifioatiana  and  'disahUitiea  of  electors,  and  registration, 

6.  Every  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  of  whatever  raoe^ 
color,  nationality^  or  previous  condition,  who  shall  at  the  time  of  offering  to  vote  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shidl  have  declared  his  intention  to  become  snch 
in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  have  resided  and  had  his^ 
habitation,  domicile,  home,  and  place  of  permanent  abode  in  Florida  one  year,  and  in 
the  county  for  six  months  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote, 
shall  in  such  county  be  deemed  a  qualifi^  elector  at  all  elections : 

Providedy  That  the  following  classes  of  persons  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote : 

First.  Persons  under  guardianship. 

Second.  Persons  who  are  insane  or  idiotic. 

Third.  Persons  hereafter  convicted  of  felony,  bribery,  peijury,  larceny,  or  other  in- 
famous crime. 

Fourth.  Persons  convicted  of  fighting  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  or  sending  or 
accepting  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or  of  knowingly  being  the  bearer  of  a  challenge 
to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  or  of  the  acceptance  of  such  challenge. 

Filth.  Persons  convicted  of  making  or  becoming,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in 
any  bet  or  wager,  the  result  of  which  shall  depend  upon  any  election  ;  but  this  pro- 
hibition shall  cease  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  commission  of  the  of- 
fense. 

7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  each  county  to  pre- 
pare suitable  books  or  lists,  as  hereinafter  desi^ated,  for  the  registration  of  the  names 
of  all  electors  residing  within  such  county,  in  which  book  or  list  shall  be  written 
or  printed  the  oath  required  by  the  constitution  and  laws  to  be  taken  by  electors. 
Such  oath  shall  be  entered  in  each  book  or  list  preceding  the  names  of  electors,  and 
such  names  shall  be  entered  in  said  book  or  list  in  such  manner  that  all  surnames  com- 
mencing with  the  same  letter  shall  be  placed  together  in  the  order  of  their  registra- 
tion. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  each  county 
shall  give  notice,  by  publication  or  otherwise,  for  one  month,  that  the  books  of  regis- 
tration are  open. 

The  said  oath  shall  be  administered  by  said  clerk  or  one  of  his  deputies,  and  the 
name  of  the  elector  shall  be  written  by  himself,  (or,  at  his  request,  by  the  clerk  or 
deputy,)  and  in  his  presence,  and  the  date  of  such  registration  shall  be  noted  opposite 
to  such  name  by  said  clerk  or  deputy. 

The  following  oath  shall  be  taken  by  each  person  before  his  name  shall  be  registered, 
to  wit : 

'<  I  do  solemnly  swsiar  that  I  will  support,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitution  and  government  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  against  all  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic;  that  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
loyalty,  and  allegiance  to  the  same,  any  ordinance  or  resolution  of  any  State  conven- 
tion or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    So  help  me  God.'' 

8.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  unless  he  shall  have  dnly 
registered  six  days  previous  to  the  day  of  election. 

Conducting  elections, 

9.  The  county  commissioners,  or  a  msgority  of  them,  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  thirty  days  preceding  the  day  on  which  any  election 
shall  be  held,  and  examine  the  list  of  registered  electors,  and  erase  therefrom  the 
names  of  such  persons  as  are  known,  or  may  be  shown  to  their  satisfaction,  to  have 
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died,  or  ceased  to  reside  ][>ermaDeDt1y  iD  the  cooDty,  or  otherwise  become  diaqnalified 
to  vote:  Protidedf  That  if  any  person  whose  name  may  be  erased  shalli  on  offering  to 
vote  at  anj  election,  declare  on  oath  that  his  name  has  been  improperly  struck  ofif 
from  the  list  of  registered  voters,  and  shall  take  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  by  per- 
80U8  whose  right  to  vote  shall  be  challenged,  such  person  shall  have  the  right  to  vote, 
and  on  making  oath  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  that  his  name  has  been  improperly 
erased  from  the  list  of  registered  voters,  may  have  his  name  again  entered  upon  said 
list.  And  the  county  commissioners  shall,  at  the  same  meeting,  appoint  a  board  of 
three  discreet  electors  to  be  inspectors  of  the  election  for  each  place  designated  for 
voting  within  the  county,  and  shall  also  at  said  meeting  designate  so  many  places  for 
holding  such  election,  within  the  county,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  conven- 
ieDce  of  the  electors,  and  shall  cause  three  notices  of  such  designation  and  appolnt- 
meot  of  inspectors  to  be  posted  conspicuously  in  the  vicinity  of  each  place  so  desig* 
nafced,  twenty  days  before  the  election. 

10.  A  complete  copy  of  the  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  duly  registered  as  elect- 
on  shall  be  furnished  to  the  inspectors  of  election  at  each  poll  or  place  of  voting  in 
the  county  before  the  hour  appointed  for  opening  the  election.  The  clerk  shall  pre- 
pare and  certify  such  copies,  and  furnish  the  same  to  the  sheriff  at  least  two  days  be- 
fore the  day  of  holding  the  election,  and  the  sheriff  shall  cause  one  of  such  lists  to  be 
dehvered  to  one  of  such  inspectors  before  the  time  for  opening  the  election. 

11.  In  case  of  the  death,  absence,  or  refusal  to  act  of  any  or  all  of  the  inspectors 
appointed  by  the  county  commissioners,  the  electors  present  at  the  time  appointed  for 
opening  the  election  may  choose,  viva  vooej  from  the  qualified  electors  such  a  number 
as,  together  with  the  inspector  or  inspectors  present,  if  any,  will  constitute  a  board  of 
three,  and  the  persons  so  chosen  shall  be  autnorized  to  act  as  inspectors  at  that  elec- 
tion. The  inspectors  shall,  before  opening  the  election,  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  a 
qnalified  elector,  and  said  inspectors  and  clerk,  previous  to  receiving  any  votes,  shall 
each  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing  that  they  will  perform  the 
duties  of  clerk  or  inspector  of  election  according  to  law,  and  will  endeavor  to  prevent 
all  fraud,  deceit,  or  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

Such  oath  may  be  taken  before  any  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  or  before 
either  of  the  persons  chosen  as  inspectors,  and  shall  be  returned  with  the  poll -list  and 
the  returns  of  the  elections  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  One  of  the  inspectors  shall 
be  chosen  as  chairman  of  the  board. 

12.  The  polls  of  the  election  shall  be  opened  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  day  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  shall  be  kept  open  until  sunset  of  the  same  day ;  but  the  board  may  adjourn 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  for  half  an  hour.  The  inspectors  shall  cause  proclama- 
tion to  be  made  of  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls,  and  of  the  adjournment. 

Daring  the  adjournment  the  ballot-box  shall  be  sealed  and  kept  in  the  possession  of 
an  inspector,  who  shall  not  have  the  key  thereof,  but  the  box  shall  not  be  concealed 
from  the  public. 

13.  The  names  of  all  persons  voted  for  by  any  elector,  at  any  election,  shall  be  on  one 
ballot,  and  no  ballot  shall  contain  a  greater  number  of  names  of  persons  for  any  office 
than  there  are  persons  to  be  chosen  S>r  such  office. 

14.  Each  person  offering  to  vote  shall  deliver  his  ballot  to  one  of  the  inspectors  in 
presence  of  the  board,  which  ballot  shaU  be  a  paper  ticket  containing  the  names  of  the 
persons  for  whom  the  elector  intends  to  vote,  and  shall  designate  tne  office  to  which 
BQch  person  so  named  is  intended  to  be  chosen. 

15.  If  at  any  election  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  to  be  supplied  in  any  office,  as  well  as 
ft  regular  term  of  such  office,  the  ballots  shall  designate  the  person  voted  for  to  supply 
^  vacancy. 

16.  If  any  person  offering  to  vote  shall  be  challenged,  as  not  qualified,  by  an  in- 

rtor,  or  by  any  other  elector,  one  of  the  board  shall  declare  to  the  person  challenged 
qualifications  of  an  elector.  If  such  person  shall  claim  that  he  is  qualified,  and 
the  challenge  be  not  withdrawn,  one  of  the  inspectors  shall  administer  to  him  the  fol- 
lowing oath : 

"  You  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  are  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  that  yon  are  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  {oTj  that  you  have  declared  your  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
Vwikd  Statee,  according  to  the  acts  of  Congreae  on  the  subject  of  naturalization ;)  that  you 
hare  resided  in  this  State  one  year,  and  in  this  county  six  months,  next  preceding  this 
cloEition ;  that  you  have  not  voted  at  this  election,  and  that  yon  are  not  disqualified 
to  vote  by  the  judgment  of  any  court." 
If  the  person  challenged  shall  take  such  oath  his  vote  shall  be  received. 

17.  There  shall  be  provided  by  the  county  commissioners  as  many  ballot-boxes  as 
there  shall  be  places  for  voting  in  that  county,  which  boxes  shall  each  be  provided 
with  a  suitable  lock  and  key.  There  shall  be  an  opening  through  the  lid  of  each  box, 
00  larger  than  to  conveniently  admit  a  single  closed  ballot.  After  the  close  of  any 
^tiou  and  canvass  the  inspectors  shall  return  such  boxes  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
ooort,  together  with  the  returns  of  such  election.    One  of  such  boxes,  with  the  key 
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thereof,  in  good  order,  shall  be  famished  to  the  iDSpectors  of  election  before  the  hold- 
ing of  any  general  or  special  election. 

18.  Before  opening  the  polls  of  any  election,  the  ballot-box  shall  be  pnblioly  opened 
and  exposed,  and  nothing  shall  remain  therein ;  it  shall  be  then  locked  and  the  key 
thereof  delivered  to  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  said  box  shall  not  be  opened  until  the 
close  of  the  election. 

19..  When  a  ballot  shall  be  received,  one  of  the  inspectors^ithoat  opening  the  same 
or  permitting  it  to  be  opened,  shall  deposit  it  in  the  box.  When  any  person  shall  have 
voted,  his  name  shall  be  checked  upon  the  list  by  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  clerk 
shall  make  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  voting;  and  if  such  elector  shall  have 
been  challenged  and  sworn,  the  clerk  shall  make  note  thereof,  as  follows :  If  a  person 
shall  swear  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Uniied  States  the  letter  C  shall  be  entered  oppo- 
site his  name  in  the  list  kept  by  the  clerk  ;  if  he  swear  that  he  has  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen,  then  the  letter  D  shall  be  entered  opposite  his  name  on  said 
list. 

20.  The  board  of  inspectors  shall  possess  full  authority  to  maintain  good  order  at  the 
polls,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  lawful  commands  during  an  election,  and  dur- 
ing tne  canvass  and  estimate  of  votes ;  and  if  any  persons  shfOl  refuse  to  obey  any 
lawful  orders  of  the  inspectors,  or,  by  disorderly  conduct  in  their  presence  or  bearing, 
shall  interrupt  or  disturb  their  proceedings  they  may  command  any  sheriff  or  constable, 
or  other  person,  to  take  such  disorderly  person  into  custody  and  confine  him  during  the 
election  and  canvass. 

Canv<i88  hy  the  inspectors. 

21.  As  soon  as  the  polls  of  an  election  shall  be  finally  closed,  the  inspectors  shall 
proceed  to  canvass  tne  votes  cast  at  such  election,  and  the  canvass  shall  be  public  and 
continued  without  an  adjournment  until  completed.  The  votes  shall  be  first  counted; 
if  the  number  of  ballots  shall  exceed  the  number  of  persons  who  shall  have  voted,  as 
may  appear  by  the  clerk's  list,  the  ballots  shall  be  replaced  in  the  box,  and  one  of  the 
inspectors  shall  publicly  draw  out  and  destroy,  unopened,  so  many  of  such  ballots  as 
shall  be  equal  to  such  excess. 

22.  If  two  or  more  ballots  shall  be  found  folded  together,  so  as  to  present  the  appearance 
of  a  single  ballot,  they  shall  be  laid  aside  until  the  count  of  the  ballots  is  completed, 
and  if,  upon  comparison  of  the  count  and  the  appearance  of  such  ballots,  a  migority 
of  the  board  shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  ballots  thus  folded  toother  were  voted 
by  one  person,  such  ballots  shall  be  destroyed. 

23.  The  canvass  being  completed,  duplicate  certificates  of  the  result  shall  be  drawn 
up  by  the  inspectors  or  clerk,  containing,  in  words  written  at  full  length,  the  name  of 
each  person  voted  for  for  each  office,  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  each  person  for  such 

offices,  which  certificates  shall  be  signed  by  the  inspectors  and  clerk,  and  one  of  sach 
certificates  shall,  by  one  of  their  number,  be  without  delay  delivered,  securely  sealed, 
to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  the  other  to  the  county  judge  of  the  county ;  and 
the  poll-lists  and  oaths  of  the  inspectors  and  clerks  shall  also  be  transmitted  with  the 
certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

County  canvass, 

24.  On  the  sixth  day  after  any  election,  or  sooner  if  the  returns  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  judge  and  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  to 
meet  at  the  office  uf  said  clerk,  and  take  to  their  assistance  a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  said  county,  (and  in  case  of  the  absence,  sickness,  or  other  disability  of  the  coaiity 
judge  or  clerk,  the  sheriff  shall  act  in  bis  place,)  and  shall  publicly  proceed  to  canvass 
the  votes  given  for  the  several  offices  and  persons  as  shown  by  the  returns  on  file  in 
the  office  of  such  clerk  or  Judge,  and  shall  then  make  and  sign  duplicate  certificatee, 
containing,  in  words  and  figures  written  at  full  length,  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  office,  the  names  of  the  persons  for  whom  such  votes  were  given  for 
such  office,  and  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  person  for  such  office.  Such  certifi- 
cate shall  oe  recorded  by  the  clerk  in  a  book  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and  one  of 
such  duplicates  shall  be  immediately  transmitted  bymail  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and 
the  other  to  the  governor  of  the  State. 

25.  In  case  any  county  officer  shall  be  elected  at  any  election,  the  clerk  shall  give  to 
the  person  who  shall  be  elected  a  certificate  of  his  election ;  and  the  clerk  shall  g^ive 
to  any  person  desiring  a  copy  of  such  returns  from  the  record  a  certified  copy  thereof^ 
or  of  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  desired,  upon  payment  to  him  of  the  customary  fees* 
for  oozing  and  certifying  papers  in  his  office. 

26.  For  the  counties  of  Monroe,  Orange,  Dade,  Brevard,  and  Manatee,  in  case  the  re- 
turns of  the  poUs  held  in  such  counties  shall  not  be  received  by  the  judge  or  clerk 
within  six  days  after  the  close  of  an  election,  the  canvass  shall  be  made  as  soon  there- 
after as  said  returns  shall  be  all  received  by  the  judge  or  clerk,  and  within  twenty  dajs 
after  such  election. 
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27.  The  person  who  shall  receive  the  highest  Dumber  of  votes  oast  f«ir  any  office  shall 
be  elected  to  such  office.  Id  case  two  or  more  persoDS  shall  receive  an  equal  aDd  the 
highest  number  of  votes  cast  for  aDy  county  office,  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  shall 
immediately  cause  notice  to  be  given  to  the  persons  so  receiving  such  equal  number 
of  votes  to  appear  at  his  office  at  some  time  to  be  named  within  ten  days  after  such 
canvass,  to  determine,  by  lot,  which  of  such  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  such  office ; 
aDd  CD  the  day  and  hour  so  named,  if  such  persons,  or  either  of  them,  shall  not  attend, 
the  clerk  shall  invite  some  disinterested  elector  to  attend  as  his  proxy,  and  the  per- 
fluDs,  or  their  proxies,  shall  determine,  by  lot,  which  of  the  persons  so  receiving  an 
equal  number  of  votes  shall  be  entitled  to  said  office,  and  the  clerk  shcdl  give  to  the 
pereoD  so  chosen  a  certificate  of  his  election  to  said  office,  and  shall  record  such  pro- 
ceedings in  the  records  of  elections.* 

128.  The  twenty-eighth  section  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors 
sod  the  holding  of  elections,  approved  August  6,  1868,  as  follows :  "  On  the  first  Tues- 
day after  the  fourth  Mondav  in  November  next,  after  any  general  election,  or  sooner 
if  the  returns  shall  have  i>een  received  from  the  several  counties,  the  secretary  of 
elate,  attorney-general,  and  comptroller,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  meet  at  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  pursuant  to  notice  to  l>e  given  by  the  secretary  of  state,  (or  in 
his  absence  or  inability  to  attend,  by  the  governor,)  and  proceed  to  canvass  the  re- 
tams  of  such  election,  and  determine  who  shall  have  been  elected  by  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes,  to  any  office,  as  shown  by  said  returns. 

''They  shall  make  and  sign  a  certificate  containing,  in  words  and  figures  written  at 
fall  length,  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  such  election  for  each  office,  the  num- 
ber of  vott^s  given  for  each  pt-rs  'U  for  each  office,  and  designating  who  shall  have  been 
elected  to  each  office,  which  certificate  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  cause 
a  eertifieil  copy  of  such  certificate  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed 
at  the  seat  of  government,^  is  hereby  repealed.! 

129.  On  the  thirty- fifth  day  after  the  holding  of  any  general  or  special  election  which 
mar  hereafter  be  held  for  any  State  officer,  member  of  the  legislature,  or  Representative 
in  Congress,  or  sooner  if  the  returns  shall  have  been  received  from  the  several  counties 
wherein  elections  shall  have  been  held,  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  and 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  two  of  them,  with  any  other  member  of  the  cabinet 
whom  they  may  designate,  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  pursuant 
to  notice  to  be  given  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  form  a  board  of  State  canvassers, 
and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of  such  election,  and  determine  who  shall  have 
been  elected  to  any  office,  or  as  member  of  the  legislature,  as  shown  by  such  returns. 
The  said  board  shall  make  and  sign  a  certificate,  containing,  in  words  written  at  full 
length,  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  for  each  office,  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
each  person  for  each  office,  or  for  member  of  the  legislature,  and  declare  who  shall 
have  been  elected  thereto,  which  certificate  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall 
canf>e  a  certified  copy  of  such  certificate  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  newspapers 
printed  at  the  seat  of  government. 

30.  The  secretary  of  state  shall,  after  an  election  for  members  of  the  legislature, 
prepare  lists  of  the  names  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house  of  the  legislature, 
dnly  certified,  and  deliver  one  cony  thereof  to  the  governor ;  and  shall  also  on  the  day 
of  the  first  meeting  of  the  legislature  deliver  such  list  of  the  senators  elect  to  the 
lientenant-govemor,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  last  secretary  of  the  senate,  who  shall 
call  the  rollof  senators  for  the  purpose  of  organization  ;  and  also  on  said  day  the  sec- 
reury  of  state  shall  call  the  roll  of  members  elect  of  the  assembly,  or  furnish  to  the 
last  clerk  of  the  assembly  such  list,  who  shall  call  such  roll  for  the  purj^ose  of  organ- 
ixing  the  assembly. 

31.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  make  and  transmit  to  each  person  chosen  to  any 
State  office,  immediately  after  the  canvass,  a  certificate  showing  the  number  of  votes 
cast  for  each  person,  which  certificate  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  election  to 
Mch  oflSce.t 

32.  When  any  person  shall  be  elected  to  the  office  of  elector  of  President  and  Yice- 
Pwsident,  or  Representative  in  Congress,  the  governor  shall  make  out,  sign,  and  cause 
to  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  State,  and  transmit  to  such  person  a  certificate  of  his 
efeetion. 

^  The  term  of  office  of  all  county  officers  elected  by  the  people  shall  be  two  years 
^oni  the  dav  of  the  canvass  of  the  votes  by  the  county  canvassers,  and  they  shall  be  en- 
^Ued  to  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  shall  oe  elected  and  quali- 
ued:  Provided,  That  persons  elected  to  fill  vacancies  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the 
jyexpiied  term  for  which  they  may  be  elected :  And  provided  further,  That  the  consta- 
1^  elected  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  shall  hold  their  offices 
<iQtfl  their  sueceeaors  are  elected  and  qualified  in  the  year  1870. 

*Aet  Ansiist  6, 1«6,  page  8.  tAct  January  S3, 1871,  page  34. 

X  Act  August  6, 1866,  pages  8  and  9. 
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34.  The  secretary  of  state  is  hereby  reqaired  to  cause  to  be  prepared  proper  forms 
for  the  use  of  inspectors  of  election,  and  county  canvassers,  conformable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  and  he  shall^  at  least  sixty  days  before  each  general  election,  transmit 
to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  each  connty  a  sufficient  number  thereof  for  the  sev- 
oral  precincts  within  each  county ;  and  shall,  also,  have  printed  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  of  the  laws  regulating  general  elections,  to  supply  the  several  counties  and  pre- 
cincts, and  transmit  the  same  with  the  forms  aforesaid,  and  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  each  county  shall  transmit  to  the  inspectors  of  election,  with  the  registration- 
lists,  a  sufficient  number  of  such  forms  and  copies  of  the  election-laws,  for  the  use  of 
the  inspectors. 

EliSOTB. 

35.  The  coroners  in  the  respective  counties  of  this  State  shall  act  in  cases  where  the 
sheriff  of  a  county  is  interested ;  and  in  cases  of  necessity  the  judge  of  the  circuit  may 
appoint  an  elisor  to  act  in  such  case  instead  of  a  sheriff  or  coroner.* 

A.  This  is  the  election  law  of  this  State  with  the  amendment  of  1872. 
Q.  Will  yon  please  look  at  this  printed  slip,  and  say  if  that  is  a  copy  of  the  amend- 
mentf 

AMENDED  ACT. 

[Chapter  1868— No.  6.] 

AN  ACT  to  amend  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  regiatration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 

approved  Ansost  6. 1868. 

The  people  of  ike  Staie  of  Florida^  represented  in  senate  and  aeeemblyy  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  first  section  of  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and 
the  holding  oi  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  is  hereby  amended,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows :  A  general  election  shall  be  held  in  the  several  counties  in  this  State  on  the 
Tuesday  next  succeeding  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  each  year  in  which  electious 
are  required  to  be  held,  for  the  election  of  such  of  the  following  officers  and  representa- 
tives as  are  to  be  elected ;  that  is  to  say :  A  governor,  lieutenant-governor.  Representa- 
tive in  Congress,  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  State  senators  and  members 
of  the  assemblyi  and  such  county  officers  as  are  to  elected,  as  provided  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws. 

Sec.  2.  The  second  section  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 
A  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be 
elected  in  the  year  1872,  and  evety  four  years  thereafter ;  senators  in  the  districts 
designated  by  odd  numbers,  in  the  year  1872,  and  every  four  years  thereafter ;  senators 
in  the  districts  designated  by  even  numbers,  in  the  year  1874,  and  every  four  years 
thereafter;  a  Representative  in  Congress  and  members  of  the  assembly  in  the  year 
1872,  and  every  two  years  thereafter ;  constables  and  such  other  county  officers  as  are 
to  be  elected,  in  the  year  1872,  and  every  two  years  thereafter. 

Sec.  3.  An  act  approved  January  23,  1871,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August 
6, 1868,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  On  the  thirty-fifth  day  after  the  holding  of  any  general  or  special  election  for 
any  State  officer,  member  of  the  legislature,  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or  sooner  if 
the  returns  shall  have  been  received  from  the  several  counties  wherein  elections  shall 
have  been  held,  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  and  the  comptroller  of  public 
accounts,  or  any  two  of  them,  together  with  any  other  member  of  the  cabinet  who 
may  be  designated  by  them,  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  pursuant 
to  notice  to  bQ  given  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  form  a  board  of  State  canvassers, 
and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of  said  election,  and  determine  and  declare  who 
shall  have  been  elected  to  any  such  office,  or  as  such  member,  as  shown  by  such  re- 
turns. If  any  such  returns  shall  be  shown  or  shall  appear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or 
fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the  true  vote  for  any  such 
officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not  include  such  return  in  their  de- 
termination and  declaration,  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and  file  in  his 
office  all  such  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents  and  papers  as  may  have 
been  received  by  him  or  said  board  of  canvassers.  The  said  board  shall  make  and  sip^ 
a  certificate,  containing,  in  words  written  at  full  length,  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  office,  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  person  for  each  office,  and 
for  member  of  the  legislature,  and  therein  declare  the  result,  which  certificate  shall  be 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  cause  a  certified  copy  of  such  certificate  to  be  published 
once  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Approved  February  27, 1872. 

A.  I  believe  this  is  a  correct  copy,  sir ;  if  necessary  I  will  read  it  with  the  act. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  act  which  you  can  loan  the  committee  ? — A.  A.  Yes,  sir. 

*Act  July  S3, 1845,  sec.  16,  pamph.  11;  Thompson,  60. 
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Q.  Did  the  board  of  1874  in  oanvassinj]:  the  returns  go  behind  the  retaras  in  any 
sense  ix>  ascertain  the  trne  voteT — ^A.  I  believe  they  did,  sir;  but  I  am  not  absolntely 
certain.  I  think  there  was  a  contest  in  reference  to  the  returns  from  Jefferson  and 
Leon  Connties,  and  the  returns  from  each  county  came  before  che  circuit  court.  The 
difficulty  was  that  it  was  thought  that  the  county  canvassers  had  not  sent  up  true  re- 
toms  from  some  precincts.  The  circuit  court  directed  the  county  canvassers  from 
some  precincts  in  Jefferson  and  this  county  to  send  up  full  copies  of  the  returns. 
Thoee  copies  came  up,  and  the  board  acted  upon  those  copies  which  it  had  gotten 
through  the  intervention  of  the  court,  the  board  not  appearing  by  counsel,  or  in  any 
way  bnt  parties  outside.  My  impression  now  is  that  the  board  in  1874  acted  from  those 
returns  which  had  been  sent  to  the  board  through  the  action  of  the  circuit  court  of 
this  oircnit. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  time  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  board  in  the  canvass- 
ing of  the  retnms  T— A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  I  have  in  my  hands  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  yonr  opinion ;  please  glance  it 
over.    [Handing  manuscript.]— A.  I  can  give  you  a  printed  copy  of  it,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  this  copied  from  f — ^A.  I  don't  know.  I  will  say  this :  I  gave  my 
copy  or  loaned  a  copy  of  my  opinion  to  the  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  who  said  that 
he  wanted  to  copy  it  for  Dr.  Cowgill. 

The  manuscript  was  read,  as  follows : 

JUDGE  COCKB'S  opinion  TO  THE  BOARD  OP  STATE  CANVASSERS  IN  1874. 

The  following  is  the  opinion  of  Attorney-General  Cocke,  submitted  to  the  board  of 
State  canvassers,  before  counting  the  returns  of  the  late  election : 

An  *'  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding 
of  elections,"  which  amendment  was  approved  Febrnary  27, 1872,  as  follows : 

"  Section  4.  On  the  thirty-fifth  day  after  the  holding  of  any  general  or  special  elec- 
tion for  any  State  officer,  member  of  the  legislature,  or  Representative  in  Congress, 
or  sooner,  if  the  returns  shall  have  been  received  from  the  several  counties  wherein 
elections  shall  have  been  held,  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  and  the  comp- 
troller of  public  accounts,  or  any  two  of  them,  together  with  any  other  member  of  the 
cabinet  who  may  be  designated  by  them,  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  pursuant  to  notice  to  be  given  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  form  a  board  of 
State  canvassers,  and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of  said  election,  and  determine  and 
declare  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  any  such  office,  or  as  such  member,  as  shown  by 
such  returns.  If  any  such  returns  shall  be  shown*  or  shall  appear  to  be  so  irregular, 
false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the  true  vote  for  any 
such  officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not  include  such  return  in  their 
determination  and  declaration,  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and  file  in  his 
office  all  such  retnms,  together  with  such  other  documents  and  papers  as  may  have 
been  received  by  him  or  b^  said  board  of  canvassers.  The  said  board  shall  make  and 
sign  a  certificate,  containing,  in  words  written  at  full  length,  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  for  each  office,  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  person  for  each  office^ 
and  for  member  of  the  legislature,  and  therein  declare  the  resnlt,  which  certificate 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
pnrnoee,  and  the  secretary  of  state  shaU  cause  a  certified  copy  of  such  certificate  to  be 
published  once  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  at  the  seat  of  government." 

The  said  act,  constituting  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  consisting  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  and  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  re- 
qoiree  them  to  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  made  by  the  county  canvassers 
of  the  respective  elections.  From  the  returns  they  are  to  '*  determine  and  declare 
who  shall  have  been  elected  to  any  such  office,  or  as  such  member,  as  appears 
or  are  shown  by  such  returns."  This  is  the  plain  and  explicit  language  of  the  statute 
thns  far,  and  its  construction  admits  of  no  discussion,  assuming  the  fact  that  the 
elections  have  been  held  according  to  law,  and  that  the  returns  show  and  appear  to  be 
regular,  and  neither  false  nor  fraudulent.  Bnt  snppose|the  returns  shall  be,  as  the  law 
expresses  it,  "  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  deter- 
mine the  true  vote  for  any  such  officers  or  members,"  what  does  the  law  in  such  cases 
reqaire  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  t  It  is  this :  that  the  board  shall  so  certify ; 
that  is,  that  the  returns  are  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  it  cannot  determine 
the  true  vote,  and  in  so  certifying  they  shall  not  include  such  returns  in  their  deter- 
mination and  declaration.  The  above  is  the  language  of  the  act,  and  as  the  board  of 
State  canvassers  are  required  to  determine  in  the  first  instance  as  to  the  irregularity 
of  the  returns,  or  as  to  their  being  false  or  fraudulent,  the  (question  necessarilv  arises, 
▼hat  discretion  does  the  law  firive  to  this  board  in  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  facts 
OQ  which  their  return  is  made  T  If  the  return  appears  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudu- 
lent upon  its  face,  that  would  be  conclusive  reason  why  the  returns  should  be  rejected^ 
or  80  much  thereof  as  is  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent,  or  if  it  is  shown  to  be  so.  How 
shown  t  By  any  satisfactory  evidence  that  does  not  appear  by  the  returns,  and  that  sat- 
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iBfaotory  evidence  woald  be  such  as  would  address  itself  to  reasonable  and  fair-minded 
men  in  ascertaining  the  trutti.  If  the  board  of  State  canvassers  cannot  determine  the 
true  vote  for  any  officer,  they  shall  so  certify ;  and  if  they  can  determine  the  true  vote, 
notwithstanding  the  irregularity,  false  or  fraudulent  returns  of  the  county  canvassers, 
they  shall  do  what  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State  board— due  alike  to  itself  and  to  the 
State  whose  interests  it  represents — to  act  with  discretion  in  coming  to  its  determina- 
tion, and  in  making  its  declaration  that  it  should  have  evidence  to  support  it,  and 
that  it  should  use  evidence  outside  of  the  returns  of  the  connty  canvassers  is  apparent. 
That  it  can  use  such  evidence  is  also  apparent  from  the  words  of  the  statute,  meaning 
more  than  is  implied  by  the  term  appear  ;  that  is,  by  the  use  of  the  word  shown. 

After  the  canvassing  has  been  gone  through  with,  and  the  result  of  the  canvass 
•ascertained,  which  is  ascertaining  the  number  of  true  votes  given  for  each  office,  the 
nnmber  of  votes  given  for  each  person  for  each  office,  and  for  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, then  the  State  board  declares  the  result.  Shall  not  that  result  be  ascertained  by 
the  board  of  canvassers  making  an  examination  of  the  returns  as  they  shall  appear 
on  their  face,  or  be  shown  by  such  evidence  as  is  tair,  just,  and  legal  in  arriving  at  a 
conclusion  from  known  facts,  which  would  embody  the  truth,  and  in  this  instance 
enable  the  board  to  sign  a  certificate  containing  in  words  written  at  full  length  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  for  each  office,  the  number  of  votes  given  each  person  for 
each  office  and  for  members  of  the  legislature,  and  therein  declare  the  result.  (  Vide 
Carpenter  tw.  Ely,  4  Wis.,  420.)  Informality  can  be  corrected  before  the  canvassers. 
(People  V9,  Hilliard,  19  III.,  414.)  Irregularity  and  omissions  of  officers  will  not  in- 
validate an  election.  (14  Barton,  261.)  The  canvassers,  though  their  duty  may  be 
purely  ministerial,  can  yet  judge  spurious  returns.  (2  Minn.,  180.)  The  authority, 
rights,  and  powers  of  officers  are  derived  from  the  election,  not  from  the  returns.  (15 
III.,  492.)    Keference  is  made  to  Cooley  on  Con.  Lim.,  pp.  622, 623.) 

There  are  some  marginal  notes  which  I  have  made  since  this  opinion  was  written, 
quotations,  &c. 

THIS  ACTION  OF  THE  BOARD  IN  1874. 

Q.  Did  the  board  receive  this  opinion  in  1874  and  act  upon  it  f — A.  They  acted  upon 
it.  I  read  the  opinion  to  Dr.  Cowgill.  He  said  he  did  not  quite  agree  with  me.  I  re- 
quested him  to  make  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  points  of  difference.  He  brought  it  back 
a^ain  in  a  day  or  two,  and  then  said  he  did  agree  with  me.  I  asked  him  to  show  it  to 
Mr.  McLin.  My  impression  is  that  he  said  Mr.  McLin  had  a  copy  of  it.  They  agreed 
with  me. 

THE  SikMB  ACTION  THIS  YEAR. 

Q.  Did  the  board  this  year  proceed  upon  the  same  theory — of  your  opinion  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  How  many  counties  did  yon  canvass  upon  the  face  of  the  returns  f — A.  I  have  a 
memorandum ;  shall  I  look  over  it  f 

Q.  Certainly. — A.  The  memorandum  is  in  print,  and  contains  the  following  counties : 
Brevard,  Bradford,  Calhoun,  Dade,  Escambia,  Franklin,  Gadsden,  Hillsborough,  Holmes, 
La  Fayette,  Liberty,  Madison,  Marion,  Putnam,  Polk,  Santa  Rosa,  Sumter,  Saint  John's, 
Suwannee,  Taylor,  Volusia,  Wakulla,  Walton,  Washington.    I  think  that  is  correct. 

Q.  That  is  twenty-four  ?—A.  Yes,  sir.     . 

Q.  What  do  the  minutes  of  the  board  show  with  reference  to^aker,  Clay,  Hernando, 
Orange, and  Leon  Counties? — A.  I  have  only  seen  the  reports — the  minutes — ^as  they 
have  neen  published  in  this  paper.     [Tallahassee  Sentinel.] 

DIVISION  ON  BAKER  COUNTY  RETURNS. 

Q.  Will  your  recollection  enable  you  to  state  what  was  done  in  each  county  ? — A 
No,  sir;  there  are  some  errors  in  this  [printed  slip]  in  reference  to  Baker  County.  It 
is  a  mistake  that  Baker  County  was  taken  up  and  canvassed  according  to  the  preoinot> 
returns,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  board.  I  voted  to  count  the  second  return  fh>m 
Baker  County,  and  my  impression  is  that  the  other  two  members  voted  to  count  the 
first. 

Q.  How  many  returns  were  there  T — A.  Three. 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection  with  reference  to  Clay  County  t — A.  In  Clay  Connty  I 
think  that  the  vote  is  ri^ht.  Twenty-nine  votes  were  added  to  and  four  illegal  votes 
taken  from  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  vote,  and  eight  vot«6  added  to  and  two 
illegal  votes  taken  from  the  republican  vote. 

UNANIMOUS  ACTION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Q.  Were  those  amendments  made  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  board,  according  to 
your  recollection f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  The  next  connty  I  notice  on  this  list  [printed]  is  Hernando.  State  yo  or  recol- 
lection about  that  county. — A.  I  think  this  report  is  right  about  Hernando. 

Q.  Please  state  what  it  is. — ^A.  Five  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  the  democratic 
•electoral  vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed  by  unanimous  vote. 
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Q.  What  18  yoar  recollection  with  reference  to  Nassau  Coanty  f — A.  I  think  in  Nas- 
Bto  Coanty  we  canvassed  according  to  the  face  of  the  retnms. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  expression  **  canvassed  according  to  the  face  of  the 
remras  F — A.  That  is,  according  to  the  papers  seat  from  the  county  canvassing-board. 

Q.  Was  there  an^  different  showing  before  the  board  with  reference  to  that  coanty  t — 
A.  I  believe  not,  sir.    I  don't  recollect  that  theie  was. 

Q.  Why  should  not  Nassau  be  named  with  the  previous  twenty-four  T — A.  I  do  not 
lecollect  now  what  objection  was  made  to  Nassau.  I  am  looking  over  my  protest  to 
see  whether  I  embraced  it.    I  do  not  see  why  that  statement  was  made  differently. 

Q.  Doen  your  protest  include  either  Clay  or  Hernando  County  T — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't 
tbink  it  does.  I  will  specify  to  you  the  counties  which  that  protest  includes.  Shall 
I  do  it  now,  sir  f 

Q.  Tea,  sir  T — ^A.  Ist,  Duval ;  2d,  Jefferson  ;  3d,  Manatee  ;  4th,  Jackson  ;  5th,  Mon- 
roe. The  next,  not  numbered,  embraces,  6th,  Hamilton  :  also  7tb  Archer  precinct,  poll 
No.  2,  in  Alachua  County. 

Q.  Was  there  any  ^neral  ground  of  protest,  or  does  the  protest  proceed  upon  the 
circumstances  of  each  individual  case  f~A.  Upon  each  individual  case. 

NO  DISPUTE  ABOUT  THE  POWER  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Q.  Tou  do  not  make  the  protest  ou  the  ground  that  the  board  acted  upon  the  theory 
of  the  opinion  which  you  had  filed  in  1874  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  differed  with  the  other  members  of  the  board  in  reference  to  their  action  on 
those  counties  against  which  you  make  the  protest  f — A.  In  the  application  of  the 
opinion. 

Q.  In  judgment  on  the  facts  T — A.  In  Judgment  on  the  facts  and  in  the  application 
of  the  opinion  I  would  differ  from  them.  For  instance,  with  reference  to  Duval  County, 
I  took  the  ground  that  under  the  statute  there  was  no  return  whatsoever  from  Duval 
County. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  papers  from  that  county  f— A.  I  will  explain  to 
yon  by  this,  [quoting  from  printed  protest  :J  "The  board  of  State|canva88ers  erred 
most  signally,  in  point  of  law,  in  receiving  a  statement  of  the  votes  of  Duval  County  ^ 
when  there  was  in  no  conceivable  sense  any  legal  return  of  the  votes  of  said  county 
on  which  the  board  of  State  canvassers  could  act.  For  this  reason,  that  the  statute 
of  1872  requires  the  probate  judge  and  the  clerk  of  the  county  to  call  in  a  justice  of 
the  peace  to  assist  them  in  counting  the  county  canvass,  and  that  in  violation  of  law 
the  clerk  of  Duval  circuit  court  called  in  a  iustice  of  the  peace,  (Mr.  Edwards,)  whose 
selection  was  not  sanctioned  but  rejected  by  the  jifdge  of  the  county  court,  thereby 
abowlDg  to  the  board  that  there  was  no  selection  according  to  law  by  which  a  countv 
canvass  could  be  made,  but  that  the  canvass  and  return  was  such  as  to  preclude  all 
notice  of  it,  in  every  legal  sense,  before  the  board  of  State  canvassers.''  I  believe  that 
is  a  correct  copy. 

Q.  General,  will  you  please  explain  the  difference  between  that  county  and  Baker 
County.  In  Baker  County  did  you  concur  with  the  boanl  f — A.  I  did  not  concur  with 
the  bo«rd.  In  Baker  County  the  first  return  was  signed  by  the  clerk ;  the  second  re- 
tnm  was  signed  by  the  cleik,  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  sheriff,  I  think. 

Q.  Tour  recollection  of  that  matter  is  that  you  wanted  the  second  return  T — A.  I 
wanted  the  second  return.  I  voted  for  the  second  return.  There  were  three  returns. 
1  don't  think  there  is  anything  said  about  Baker.  That  was  the  difference  between  us^ 
My  impression  is  that,  under  tne  law,  the  first  return  was  not  legal  and  that  the  other 
was.  There  may  have  been  some  little  informalities.  I  have  thought  it  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  question  of  law  to  construe  this  act — this  amended  act  of  1872.  The 
qneetion  is  now  undergoing  a  rigid  legal  investigation,  and  the  members  of  the  bar 

differ  a  great  deal  about  it.    There  are  a  jpreat  many  decisions  in  other  States  against  a 

hoard  of  State  canvassers  exercising  judicial  power;  but  this  act  is  unlike  the  act  of 

uiy  of  the  States  that  I  have  seen,  and  I  have  compared  it  with  a  great  many. 
Q.  In  1874  did  you  find  a  ooncnrrence  of  opinion  with  yourself  among  the  members 

<rf  the  bar  T — ^A.  I  think  there  was.    I  will  not  say  an  entire  concurrence,  but  some 

members  of  the  bar  did  concur  with  me,  and  some  disagreed  with  me. 
Q.  Did  you  find  a  more  general  disagreement  this  year  than  then  T — ^A.  I  think  there 

ue  some  members  of  the  bar  that  have  changed  their  opinion  upon  it. 

UNANIMOUSLY  CANVASSED.  • 

Q.  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  Orange  County.  If  your  memory  enables  you  to 
answer,  what  was  done  by  the  board  with  reference  to  Orange  County  f  I  see  it  is  not 
•mhraced  in  your  protest. — A.  I  think  in  Orange  County  seven  illegal  votes  were 
deducted  from  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  vote,  and  after  that  the  county  was 
UMnimonsly  canvassed. 

Q.  That  action  of  the  deduction  received  the  assent  of  the  whole  board.  That  is 
what  you  mean  by  the  words  "  unanimously  canvassed !" — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  with  regard  to  LfCou  Connty. — A.  With  reference  to  Leon  County,  I  was  dis- 
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tinct  and  positive  in  urging  the  entire  rejection  of  precinct  13.  I  think  that  is  the 
number.  There  is  one  point  which  I  think  the  clerk  misunderstood  when  he  savs 
^Hwo  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  precinct  13  from  the  evidence  before  the 
board." 

Q.  What  was  really  done  was  to  deduct  two  votes  from  the  republican  ticket  t— A. 
Yes,  sir.  Against  them  I  entered  no  vote  at  all.  I  said,  *^  I  vote  for  throwing  out  pre- 
cinct 13." 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  you  are  reported  upon  the  minutes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think 
there  is  a  mistake.  [Reading:]  *^Leon  County.  Two  illegal  votes  were  deducted 
from  the  republican  vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed  by  unan- 
imous vote." 

Q.  You  think  the  record  is  wrong? — ^A.  The  record  is  wrong.  I  would  not  give  any 
vote.    The  precinct  should  be  thrown  out. 

Q.  With  reference  to  Manatee  County  the  board  was  divided? — ^A.  The  board  wm 
divided.    I  insisted  upon  retaining  the  returns  from  Manatee. 

Q.  The  other  two  members  thought  it  should  be  thrown  out,  and  that  was  done  T— 
A.  Yes,  sir.  My  protest  says,  *^  In  rejecting  the  vote  of  Manatee  on  the  alleged  reason 
that  there  was  no  clerk  of  the  county  to  receive  the  registration  of  the  voters,  the 
reason  of  there  being  no  clerk  of  such  county  to  perform  such  legal  duty  being  that 
the  governor  of  the  State,  with  whom  resided  the  power  of  appointing  such  officer, 
failed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  relation  thereto  by  not  appointing  a  man  to  such 
office."  I  believed  that  their  vote  should  not  be  excluded,  because  I  considered  it  a 
positive  dereliction  upon  the  part  of  the  governor  not  to  see  that  there  was  a  clerk. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  county  officers — yon  call  them  the 
supervisors  or  county  commissioners — to  approve  of  the  bond  of  the  clerk  f — A.  Not 
that  I  am  aware  of.  There  was  a  question  or  law  raised  by  me  before  Mr.  MoLin.  I 
suggested  to  him  that  as  some  person  was  to  be  appointed,  to  issue  a  como^ssion ; 
that  under  the  law  the  clerk  had  thirty  days  to  comply  with  the  requisites.  He 
said  he  would  issue  the  commission  if  the  bond  was  filed ;  but  he  would  not  issue  un- 
til the  bond  was  filed.  I  showed  him  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  with  reference  to  a  postmaster.  The  opinion  of  the  court  was  unanimous  that 
a  commission  should  issue,  and  that  the  party  should  have  so  many  days  to  comply 
with  it.  Mr.  McLin's  reply  was,  as  accurately  as  I  can  remember,  that  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  was  good  authority,  but  ne  would  not  be  gov- 
erned by  it  in  this  instance. 

Q.  His  point  was,  that  he  could  not  issue  the  commission  until  after  the  bond  was 
filed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Q.  What  does  the  statute  of  this  State  require  in  reference  to  that  f — A.  I  wish  yon 
would  allow  me  to  defer  the  answer  to  that  question. 

Q.  The  recommendation  you  made  to  him,  as  I  understand  yon,  was  that  a  commis- 
sion could  be  issued  in  advance  of  the  filing  of  the  bond  by  the  party  with  the  treas- 
urer?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  defer  the  answer  to  that  question.  There  is  some  statu- 
tory provision  in  reference  to  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  testimony  before  the  board  to  the  effect  that  no  notice  had  been 
given  of  the  election,  and  no  apx>ointment  of  precincts  in  which  the  election  could  be 
held  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  a  point  raised  by  the  board  that,  there  being  no  clerk,  no 
one  could  give  the  notice.  * 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  affidavit  of  Green  before  the  board  ? — A.  I  would  not  un- 
dertake to  repeat  these  affidavits ;  they  are  so  very  conflicting.  I  don't  remember  the 
affidavit  of  Green. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  that  there  was  testimony  of  that  kind  before  the  board-— 
that  the  county  commissioner's  made  no  appointment  of  election-precincts  whatever, 
or  of  election-officers  ? — A.  My  impression  is  this,  sir:  they  raised  the  point  at  once, 
there  being  no  clerk,  and  moved  to  reject,  and  we  received  no  testimony.  If  there  was 
any  testimony  I  don't  think  it  was  used  before  the  board.  I  took  the  gronnd  that  I 
would  insist  upon  counting  the  return.  They  said  they  would  insist  upon  rejecting  it. 
Upon  that  point  of  law  the  question  was  decided,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  there  was  no 
testimony  used,  and  that  we  decided  the  point  of  law  without  opening  it  to  testimony. 

MONROB  COUNTY. 

,  Q.  In  Monroe  County  there  was  also  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  part  of  the 
board  ? — A.  There  was  ultimately.  In  reference  to  precinct  No.  3,  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  testimony  and  much  of  it  did  not  have  such  clearness  as  I  wonld  like  the  testi- 
mony to  have  had,  and  my  first  decision  was  that  I  would  vote  to  throw  precinct  No.  3, 
in  Monroe  County,  out.  In  a  very  few  moments  after,  not  one  or  two  hours,  as  the 
board  says  here,  (newspaper,)  I  said  I  would  change  my  vote  upon  precinct  No.  3, 
Monroe  County.  I  would  vote  to  retain  it,  upon  the  ground  that  notwithstanding  my 
opinion  about  the  power  of  the  board,  I  wonld  use  it  always  in  favor  of  the  voter, 
unless  it  was  shown  positively,  accurately,  and  conclusively  that  I  could  not  do  other- 
wise. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  vote  taken  upon  the  suhject  after  yon  voted  to  throw  it  out  f — ^A. 
I  just  simply  said  this, "  I  propose  to  reconsider  my  vote/' 

Q.  And  there  was  no  vote  taken  ahoot  reconsidering  it  f — A.  The  other  two  members 
said  they  would  sustain  their  vote ;  placing  me  in  the  minority  of  one. 

Q.  At  that  time  was  the  certificate  being  written  out  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  think  the 
clerk  was  looking  over  some  figures. 

Q.  Yon  had  gone  over  all  the  precincts  at  that  time  T — A.  We  had  gone  through  the 

Srecincts  and  made  some  calculations.    There  were  other  counties  estimated  after 
[onroe. 

Q.  Please  look  at  that,  (printed  slip,)  and  say  if  it  is  correctly  written  by  the  re- 
spective parties. 
The  Witness,  (reading :) 

"The  following  is  a  joint  memorandum  handed  me  as  clerk  of  the  State  canvass- 
ing-board  by  Hon.  C.  A.  Cowgill  and  Hon.  William  Archer  Cocke,  members  of  said 
b(»rd,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1876  : 

"  (In  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Cowgill.) 

"  Point«  in  Monroe  County  case,  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general 
was  asked  by  one  member  of  the  canvassing-board,  with  a  view  to  acting  according  to 
that  opinion. 

"  *Do  sections  21,  22,  and  23  of  chapter  1625,  Laws  of  Floiida,  imperatively  demand 
that  the  canvass  of  votes  cast  at  the  election  shall  be  made  without  adjournment,  in- 
clading  the  making  of  the  certificate  f 

"*  When  the  evidence  is  contradictory  as  to  the  mere  count  of  the  vote  before  ad- 
jonmment,  and  it  is  undisputed  that  the  board  adjourned,  and  met  next  day  in  a  dif- 
ferent place,  and,  according  to  one  inspector,  counted  all  the  votes  over  again,  and,  by 
testimony  of  Mr.  Clark,  arrived  at  a  different  result  from  that  of  the  night  oefore  ;  and, 
according  to  another  inspector,  only  made  out  the  certificate ;  in  view  of  this  state- 
ment of  mctSf  is  this  a  legal  canvass  V 

**ThA  attorney -general  said  it  should  be  thrown  ont,  and  not  counted.'' 

Q.  That  was  the  first  act  you  refer  to  T— A.  That  was  the  first  act  referred  to.  A  few 
moments  after  that  I  said  I  would  reconsider  my  vote;  and,  upon  my  construction  of 
the  statute,  in  connection  with  the  testimony,  I  would  move  to  retain. 

Q.  Meanwhile,  had  you  retired  from  the  sessions  of  the  board  T— A.  I  had  walked 
oat  for  a  few  moments. 

Q.  On  your  return  you  made  this  statement  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir.    (Reading :) 

*  "  (In  the  handwriting  of  Judge  Cocke.) 

'''The  board  took  a  recess  to  afford  time  to  the  clerk  to  make  up  a  tabulated  state- 
ment of  the  votes  to  be  afterward  compared  with  the  returns ;  before  the  certificate 
bid  been  made  out,  or  the  attorney-general  was  informed  that  the  statement  was  made 
cat,  the  attorney-general  claimed  the  right  to  change  his  vote  on  the  Monroe  County 
State  election,  having  voted  in  favor  or  throwing  out  precinct  No.  3,  in  the  electoral 
vote,  the  board  not  having  adjourned,  I  claimed  the  rignt  to  change  my  vote  in  reia- 
ticra  to  precinct  No.  3.' 

'*The  following  is  the  indorsement : 

"  'Memorandum  handed  the  clerk  by  Dr.  Cowgill  and  Judge  Cocke. 

"*WM.  LEE  APTHORP,  Clerk, 

"'Decembers,  187  a.'" 

Q.  Is  that  as  you  wrote  it  yourself  f— A.  It  is  not  in  ray  handwriting.  I  don't  know 
what  they  call  a  recess.  I  bad  retired  for  a  few  moments  and  came  back  and  found  the 
other  two  members  of  the  board  in  the  room. 

Q.  That  is  the  statement  you  made  at  that  time  when  it  was  fresh  in  your  recollec- 
tion f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

UNANIMOUS  REJECTION  OF  VOTES. 

Q.  With  reference  to  Alachua  County,  Waldo  precinct,  what  was  your  action  there ; 
^  yon  show  by  your  memorandum  f — A.  There  were  seventeen  illegal  electoral  votes, 
four  republican  and  thirteen  demoo  atio,  thrown  out  nnanimonsly. 

WISHED  TO  THROW  OUT  A  PRECINCT. 

Q.  With  reference  to  Archer  No.  2  there  was  the  division  of  opinion  ?— A.  With  refer- 
«»oe  to  Aroh^r  No.  2  my  vote  was  to  throw  the  entire  precinct  out. 

Q.  And  the  others  voted  to  retain  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  Jackson  County,  Campbellton  precinct  t— A.  I  voted  to 'retain  the 
winw  from  Campbellton  precinct. 

Q.  And  the  others  voted  to  throw  them  out  t—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  reference  to  FriendHhip  Church  precinct,  in  the  same  county  ?— A.  My  vote 
w»«  to  retain  the  returns  from  Friendship  Church  precinct 
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Q.  The  testimony  is  somewbat  confllctinflf,  is  it  not,  with  reference  to  Archer  t— A» 
Tes,  sir ;  with  reference  to  Archer  precinct  No.  2, 1  think  the  testimony  was  somewhat 
conflicting. 

Q.  And  in  Jackson  Connty  T— A.  There  was  a  class  of  testimony  in  Jackson  County 
which,  in  a  lei^al  sense,  I  determined  to  r^ect.  There  was  a  parcel  of  negroes,  anable 
to  read  or  write,  that  swore  to  the  affidavits ;  they  placed  the  sign  of  the  cross-mark 
to  them,  which  they  could  not  identify  as  being  their  cross-mark.  I  asked  some  of 
them  if  they  believed  that  these  affidavits  which  they  said  they  had  sworn  to  were  the 
true  ones.  They  said  they  did  not  know  further  than  just  believing  that  the  party 
would  read  them  to  them  accurately. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  affidavits  to  them  yourself  to  inquire  in  reference  to  this  f — A.  I 
did  not,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  these  parties  before  the  board  ? — A.  There  were  one  or  two  of  them  be- 
fore  the  board. 

Q.  Were  they  examined  orally  with  reference  to  the  statements  in  the  affidavits  T — A. 
I  think  this  qaestion  was  propounded  to  one  of  them  from  Archer  precinct  No.  2.  He 
had  made  an  affidavit  which  was  read  in  his  presence  before  the  board,  and  he  said 
he  had  signed  it  with  his  cross- mark.  I  asked  him  how  he  knew ;  I  first  asked  whether 
he  could  read  or  write.  He  said  he  could  not.  I  then  a^ked  him  whether  he  knew  or 
did  not  know  that  the  affidavit  was  true.  He  said  he  could  only  know  it  was  true  by 
titisting  the  parties  who  read  it  to  him.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  recognize  his  signa- 
ture, his  signature  being  with  his  cross-mark.  He  said  he  could  not.  I  took  the  ground 
before  the  board  that  such  testimony  would  be  considered  before  any  court,  in  my 
opinion,  illegal;  consequently  I  did  not  act  upon  that  testimony  in  reference  to  frauds. 

Q.  This  testimony  you  referred  to  showed  that  seventy-six  republican  ballots  were 
counted  out  of  the  ballot-box,  while  one  handred  and  thirty-three  persons  swear  that 
they  voted  for  the  republican  ticket  in  Jackson  County,  Campbellton  precinct? — A.  I 
do  not  have  it  distinctly  in  my  mind  now  of  what  precinct  the  witness  was  testifying. 
My  object  was  to  make  the  point  before  the  board  to  reject  such  testimony,  not  from 
Campbellton  only,  nor  from  Friendship  Church,  but  from  wherever  they  brought  affi- 
davits signed  by  people  who  could  not  read  or  write,  whether  blacker  white,  to  make 
the  same  application  of  the  law. 

Q.  Coold  you  not  have  taken  the  original  testimony  of  these  parties  before  the 
board  t — A.  These  men  were  being  examined  by  Governor  Noyes.  Nobody  seemed  to 
desire  to  make  any  examination  of  him  but  myself.    I  only  asked  him  these  questions. 

Q.  Was  there  any  oral  testimony  taken  before  the  board  about  the  various  pre- 
cincts t — A.  There  was  some  oral  testimony  taken  before  the  board  with  reference  to 
precinct  No.  3,  in  Monroe  County. 

Q.  Any  other  f — ^A.  There  was  some  oral  testimony  taken  before  the  board  with  ref- 
erence to  Friendship  Church  and  Campbellton  precincts. 

Q.  Is  that  all  ? — A.  There  was  some  oral  testimony  taken  before  the  board  with  ref- 
erence to  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  1  think,  sir.    I  don't  recollect  any  other  now. 

Q.  Did  your  clerk  take  down  the  minutes  of  that  oral  testimony  t — A.  No,  sir,  I 
think  not ;  he  may  have  made  a  memorandum.  If  there  is,  I  had  not  seen  it.  I  think 
this  report  here  (in  newspaper)  is  very  defective.  In  some  cases  he  has  fallen  into  mis- 
take.    He  reports  me  as  voting  for  some  things  which  I  protested  against. 

Q.  You  can  state  any  instance  of  that  kind  not  already  stated. — A.  I  wish  to  sub- 
mit my  protest  on  the  ground  of  indicating  the  errors  the  clerk  has  placed  in  the 
report. 

PROTEST. 

Attorney-General's  Office, 

Tallahassee,  December  6, 1876. 
Hon.  C.  A.  CowGiLL,  Ck>mptroller  of  the  State  of  Floriday  and  8.  B.  McLin,  Secretary  of  Slate 

of  the  State  of  Florida^  and,  as  such.  Members  of  the  State  Canvassing- Board  of  the  State 

of  Florida: 

Gentlemen  :  I  regret  that  I  am  compelled,  from  a  strict  sense  of  justice,  not  only 
involving  the  clear  exercise  of  principles  of  law,  but  the  maintenance  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizen  to  vindicate  the  elective  franchise,  to  protest  most  solemnly  and  decisively 
against  the  return  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the  State  canvassing-board  of  the  State 
of  Florida  in  its  decision  that  the  electors  for  the  State  of  Florid  for  President  and 
Vice-President  on  the  republican  ticket  have  been  elected. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  making  this  my  protest  against  the  action  of  the  canvass- 
ing-board : 

First.  That  the  board  of  State  canvassers  erred  most  signally,  in  point  of  law,  in 
receiving  a  statement  of  the  votes  of  Duval  County,  when  there  was  in  no  conceivable 
sense  any  legal  return  of  the  votes  of  said  county  on  which  the  board  of  St-ate  canvass- 
ers could  act,  for  this  reason :  that  the  statute  of  1872  requires  the  probate  judge  and 
the  clerk  of  the  county  to  call  in  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  assist  them  in  counting  the 
county  canvass,  and  that,  in  violation  of  law,  the  clerk  of  Duval  circuit  court  called  in 
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a  jnatioe  of  the  peace  (Mr.  Edwards)  whose  selection  was  not  saootioned  hut  rejected 
by  the  jud^i^e  of  the  countv  coart,  thereby  showing  to  the  board  that  there  was  no 
selection  according  to  law  by  which  a  coaoty  canvass  conld  be  made,  bat  that  the  can- 
Yass  and  retom  was  sach  as  to  preclude  all  notice  of  it,  in  every  legal  sense,  before 
the  board  of  State  canvassers. 

Second.  That  in  the  county  of  Jefferson  it  appeared  from  the  records  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  that  certain  county  officers  officiated  as  officers  of  elec- 
tion at  the  follow iog-uamed  polls:  First.  M.  J.  Taylor,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Jef- 
feraon  acted  as  inspector  of  elections  at  Monticello  Station,  No.  1,  thereby  placing  him- 
self in  the  position  of  supervising,  under  the  statute,  his  official  acts  as  inspector.  Sec- 
ond. Mr.  William  Beazley  acted  as  justice  of  the  peace  at  a  precinct  election  held  at 
Lickskillet,  there  being  no  such  precinct  established  according  to  law,  and  that  at  such 
precinct,  as  was  unknown  to  law,  acted  as  a  clerk,  thereby  confounding  his  duties 
as  clerk  with  his  action  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  that  being  the  justice  before 
whom  the  action  of  the  clerk  was  cognizable  and  required  at  law  to  be  reviewed.  That 
the  retnms  of  the  canvassing-board  from  such  precinct;  even  if  it  existed  at  law,  was, 
in  itMlf,  absolutely  illegal.  Third.  That  J.  Bell,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Jefferson, 
aeted  as  clerk  at  the  precinct  in  Jofferson  County  knowu  as  the  "  Waukeeuah  precinct.^' 
The  said  J.  fiell  was  disqualified  from  acting  as  said  clerk  of  elt»ction  for  the  reason 
that,  as  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  Jefferson,  it  was  made  his  duty,  by  the  act  of  1868 
(chapter  1^^,  section  24)  to  canvass  the  votes  given  for  the  several  officers  and  per- 
sons, as  shown  by  the  retnms  on  file  in  his  office,  and  by  his  said  action  as  clerk  of 
election  making  himself  judge  of  his  condnct  as  clerk  when  subjected  to  bis  super- 
vision as  jndge  of  the  same,  in  his  capacity  as  county  judge  entirely  and  absolately 
illegaL 

Third.  In  rejecting  the  vote  of  Manatee  on  the  alleged  reason  that  there  was  no 
derk  of  the  county  to  receive  the  registration  of  the  voters.  The  reason  of  there  being 
no  clerk  of  such  county  to  perform  such  legal  duty  being  that  the  governor  of  the 
State,  with  whom  resided  the  power  of  appointing  such  officer,  failed  m  the  discharge 
of  bis  dnty  in  relation  thereto  by  not  appointing  a  man  to  such  office,  the  present 
eovemor  being  a  candidate  for  re-election.  My  reason  for  insisting  on  the  vote  of 
Manatee  being  that  official  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  with  whom, 
as,0tated,  was  the  power  of  appointing  the  propter  officer  to  superintend  the  registra- 
tion of  voters,  should  not  be  a  legal  bar  to  the  exclusion  of  the  voters  in  the  just  and 
legal  exercise  of  the  election  franchise.  The  fact  of  there  being  no  clerk  could  not  ap- 
ply to  voters  previously  registered  who  had  a  right  to  vote,  secured  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  and  the  laws. 

Fourth.  In  relation  to  the  votes  at  Campbellton  and  Friendship  church,  in  the  county 
of  Jackson,  a  majority  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  disregarded  the  law  of  the 
State  aud  the  evidence  offered  in  rejecting  the  votes  polled  at  said  precincts. 

Fifth.  In  rejecting  the  votes  polled  at  precinct  No.  3,  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  I 
claim  the  right,  before  the  final  action  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  to  reconsider 
my  vote  thereon,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  return  from  said  precinct,  for  the 
reason  that  it  complies  substantially  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  canvass- 
ing and  retnms  in  the  State  of  Florida. 

I  protest  also  against  the  disfranchisement  of  the  people  of  Hamilton  County  by 
throwing  out  the  entire  vote  at  Jasper  precinct,  without  any  charge  or  proof  of  fraud 
or  illegal  voting,  on  the  alleged  ground  of  irregularity,  in  this,  that  two  republican 
inspectors,  appointed  in  the  interest  of  the  republican  party,  filed  an  affidavit  before 
the  board  that  they  absented  themselves  from  the  polls  several  times  during  the  day. 
I  insist  that  this  exclusion  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  votes,  whereby  the  democratic  ma- 
jority was  redoqdd  for  the  above  alleged  reason,  is  a  wrong  against  the  people,  and  a 
violation  of  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  laws,  both  ot  the  United  States  and 
of  the  State  of  Florida. 

1  include  in  this  protest  my  objections  urged  to  the  vote  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  in 
the  coanty  of  Alachua,  which  I  moved  to  reject  on  account  of  its  falsity,  that  the  re- 
turn was  evidently  fraudulent  from  the  clear  proofs  exhibited  in  relation  thereto,  and 
that  the  power  to  reject  it  on  the  part  of  the  State  canvassing-board  was  evident  from 
the  meaning  of  the  statute  under  which  the  board  was  appointed. 

I  also  protest,  for  substantially  the  same  reasons,  against  signing  the  certificate  of 
election  m  the  State  vote  as  regards  the  gubernatorial  and  congressional  elections — 
^nsidering  the  statement  of  the  other  members  of  the  canvassing- board  false  and 
naiMiulent. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  ARCHER  COCKE, 
Attorney-General  State  of  Florida,  and  ex-offido  Member 

of  the  State  Canvaseing- Board  of  the  State  of  Florida. 
By  Senator  Coopbr: 
Q.  With  regard  to  frauds  in  Campbellton  and  Friendship  church,  I  understood  you 

w»y  that  most  of  the  evidence,  if  not  entirely,  was  these  affidavits  ? — ^A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

8.  Rep.  611,  pt  2 3 
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NO  JURISDICTION  IN  REGAKD  TO  INTIMIDATION. 

Q.  Did  the  oral  testimooy  before  you  touch  upon  the  question  of  fraud  or  intimida- 
tion t  Was  it  not  simply  a  question  of  law  ? — ^A.  The  oral  testimony  was  more  in  ref- 
erence to  law.  They  brought  up  the  points  about  intimidation.  I  took  the  groand 
before  the  board,  and  the  board  agreed  with  me,  that  we  had  no  jurisdiction  about 
intimidation. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  at  all  about  that  question  f — A.  I  thinly  they  stopped  at  that; 
as  soon  as  I  raised  the  question,  all  agreed  with  me,  and  we  took  no  testimony  with 
reference  to  intimidation.  I  said  that  was  a  question  for  the  criminal  courts  to  take 
jurisdiction  of;  that  we  could  not  tell  how  a  man  was  intimidated  from  voting;  that 
what  would  intimidate  one  man  would  not  intimidate  another  ;  that  there  was  noth- 
ing in  this  act  of  1872  touching  upon  intimidation. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  action  was  concerned,  you  rejected  the  affidavits  signed  with  the 
mark  of  the  individuals  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  witnesses  could  have  been  produced,  could  they  not  f — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  voted  to  throw  out  Archer  precinct,  No.  2 ;  why 
was  that  ? — A.  Because  there  was  very  strong  evidence  of  the  ballot-box  having  been 
"  stuifed,"  as  we  call  it,  and  very  strong  evidence  of  gross  irregularities  and  fraud.  My 
chief  reason  for  insisting  upon  its  being  thrown  out  is,  that  it  disagreed  very  much 
with  the  poll-book ;  and  that  there  was  no  way  of  explaining  it  but  upon  the  groand 
that  it  was  a  "stuffed  "  ballot-box. 

Q.  That  was  made  to  appear  by  oral  testimony  T — A.  That  was  made  to  appear  by 
oral  testimony,  and  by  some  affidavits  of  white  men.  I  think  it  was  made  to  appear 
positively  by  oral  testimony. 

Q.  What  was  your  reason  for  voting  to  throw  out  precinct  No.  13,  in  Leon  County  f— 
A.  There  were  strong  suggestions  of  gross  irregularity,  of  the  stuffing  of  that  box  by 
the  folding  of  a  number  of  little  tickets,  I  forget  how  they  call  them  now.  There  is 
Sfjme  cant  name  they  give  them  here,  the  little  tickets. 

Q.  The  evidence  convinced  you  also  in  that  case  that  it  was  stuffed  with  these  small 
tickets  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  upon  oral  or  affidavit  testimony  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  some  oral  tes- 
timony with  reference  to  it.  There  may  have  been  some  affidavits  ;  I  cannot  say  dis- 
tinctly now.  There  was  such  a  mass  of  papers  accumulated  upon  this  report  that  I 
am  not  certain  whether  it  was  affidavits  or  not." 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  general,  that  on  Baker  County  you  voted  for  the  second 
return  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  against  the  admission  of  the  first  return  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  other  members  of  the  board  voted  for  the  first? — A.  They  voted  for  the 
first. 

Q.  What  was  the  difference,  with  reference  to  these  returns ;  the  regularity  on  the 
face  T — A.  I  cannot  go  distinctly  into  it  now,  sir.  I  would  rather  defer  that  question 
until  I  can  look  at  some  memoranda. 

Q.  You  are  positive,  however,  are  you,  that  the  first  return  was  irregular  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  the  board  sustained  it  f — A.  The  board  sustained  it. 

Q.  And  the  county  was  canvassed  upon  that  return  f — A.  The  county  was  canvassed 
upon  that  return,  against  my  vote.    . 

THE   POWER  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  general,  as  I  understand  it,  this  act  upon  which  you  acted 
conferred  judicial  powers  upon  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  what  you  may  imply 
by  "judicial  powers."  It  is  not  the  powers  belonging  to  a  court,  but  it  is  the  power  to 
determine  the  law  upon  evidence. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  power  of  a  court,  would  it  not  T — A.  That  is  very  like  judi- 
cial power.    There  are  various  criticisms  upon  the  term  "judicial  powers." 

Q.  On  that  opinion  did  you  consider  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  or  not,  or 
simply  give  your  views  of  the  act  ? — A.  Simply  gave  my  views  of  the  act. 

Q.  Have  you  examined  it  in  that  view  since,  or  I  will  ask  you  whether  you  have  any 
opinion  now  whether  it  is  in  conformity  with  your  constitution  or  not  ? — A.  I  may  not 
specify  that  my  opinion  differs,  or  that  it  may  be  in  antagonism  with  the  constitution. 
There  is  a  clause  in  the  constitution  describing  the  powers  of  a  court  as  "judicial 
powers,"  but  this  is  separate  and  apart  from  a  constitiitional  court.  It  seems  to  be 
a  body  created  by  the  statute  with  power  to  come  to  certain  determinations,  and  I 
do  not  see  how  it  can  come  to  these  certain  determinations  without  the  exercise  of 
powers  of  judgment  from  which  we  get  judicial  authority.  I  think  the  philological 
meaning  of  the  word  "judex"  might  properly  be  used  as  an  argument. 

THE   ACT  CONSTITUTIONAL. 

Q.  That  is  the  force  of  your  opinion  upon  the  construction  of  the  act  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  examined  the  question,  or  have  you  any  opinion  as  to  whether,  sup- 
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poeiog  that  to  be  the  correct  coDstruction  of  the  act — whether  it  then  would  be  consti- 
tatioDal  under  your  coustitutioD  iu  itself  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  this  act  is  constita- 
tional.  1^;" 

Q.  In  what  departmeot  of  the  goveromeDt  is  your  oflQoe — executive  or  judicial  T — ^A. 
It  is  executive,  and  at  the  same  time  I  am  the  legal  adviser  of  the  governor  and  of 
every  member  of  the  cabinet.  There  is  no  law  requiring  them,  to  be  governed  by  my 
opinion,  but  the  constitution  says  I  am  to  be  considered  as  their  legal  adviser. 

Q.  The  secretary  of  state  and  comptroller,  is  their  oflfloe  judicial  or  executive  ? — ^A. 
They  are  executive. 

Q.  Both  of  them  ?— A.  Both  of  them. 

Q.  Not  judicial  at  all  f— A.  Not  judicial  at  all;  I  don't  claim  that  as  attorney -gen- 
eral I  have  any  judicial  authority. 

Q.  The  cabinet  is  classed  with  the  executive  departments  t — A.  With  the  executive. 

Q.  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  read  Article  III  of  your  constitution. — A.  [Reading.] 
"  Akticle  III.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Florida  shall  be  divided 
into  three  departments,  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial ;  and  no  person  properly 
bebnging  to  one  of  the  departments  shall  exercise  anv  functions  appertaining  to  either 
of  the  others,  except  in  those  cases  expressly  provided  for  by  this  constitution.'' 

Q.  Now,  if  this  board  be  a  judicial  power,  how  could  they  act  when  constituted  by 
members  of  the  executive  departments  under  that  clause  of  the  constitution  f — A.  That 
raises  a  very  serious  question  of  constitutional  law. 

Q.  One  that  you  did  not  consider  in  this  opinion  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  simply  a  questien  of  cotfatruction  f — ^A.  I  would  be  inclined  to  think,  if 
yoQ  wanted  a  mere  oral  view,  that  that  clause  of  the  constitution  in  defining  and  ne- 
ecribing  the  three  powers  of  the  government,  legislative,  executive,  and  the  judiciary, 
means  to  imply  and  confine  the  regular  questions  of  law  arising  in  the  country  to  the 
judiciary  |  but  there  are  incidental  questions  coming  up  in  connection  with  the  board 
m  which  it  must  exercise  some  discretion,  and  it  is  required  by  the  law  to  determine. 
If  it  merely  takes  this  view,  that  it  should  only  follow  the  results  sent  up,  that  would 
be  exercising  judgment. 

QUASI-JUDICIAL  POWERS  OP  THE  BOARD. 

Q.  Bat  the  question  I  submit  to  you  is,  supposing  it  did  have  judicial  powers,  could 
it  be  constituted  of  members  of  the  executive  department  of  the  government  ?  Under 
that  clause  would  not  that  be  unconstitutional  f  Conceding  the  right  to  create  a  board 
with  judicial  powers,  could  you  fill  it  with  members  of  the  executive  departments 
under  that  clause  of  the  constitution  f — A.  I  should  think  this,  that  without  going  into 
quebtions  of  law  properly  appertaining  to  a  court  under  the  usual  legal  pleadings  of 
toe  country,  we  could  not  interfere  with  any  question  not  legally  before  a  court.  But 
still,  this  constitution  does  not  prevent  this  board  from  coming  to  determinations  in 
reference  to  frauds  or  irregularities,  and  then  we  must  exercise  that.  It  is  not  abso- 
lutely judicial  power  under  the  constitution,  but  we  must  exercise  ^uo^t  judicial  power, 
coming  to  some  determination. 

Q.  Conceding  the  power  of  the  board  under  the  constitution,  could  you  fill  it  with 
executive  officers  under  this  clause  f — A.  I  don't  think  this  precludes  tuem  from  being 
put  upon  a  board  with  judicial  powers.  I  don't  want  to  become  involved  in  that  legal 
question.  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that  the  distinction  is,  that  that  clause 
of  tbe  constitution  means  to  apply  exclusively  to  the  courts;  but  notwithstanding  that 
the  judicial  power  is  put  in  the  courts,  that  a  legal  body  can  be  instituted  which  can 
exercise  not  judicial  functions,  interfering  with  the  judiciary  of  the  country,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  judiciary;  ttfat  if  put  in  a  position  to  ascertain  and  determine  questions 
belon^og  to  law,  that  it  must  exercise  the  power  or  say  what  is  its  action  upon  the 
questions  of  fact  and  of  law. 

Q.  Such  a  board,  could  it  be  filled  with  executive  officers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't 
want  a  mere  opinion  of  this  sort  to  go  out,  however. 

Q.  Article  VI,  section  l,says:  '*  The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a 
nipreme  court,  circuit  courts,  county  courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace."  Not  outside 
of  the  courts  can  judicial  powers  be  vested.  Let  me  give  you  another  section.  Sec- 
tion IB:  "No  other  courts  than  those  herein  Hpecified  shall  be  organized  in  this  State." 
YoQ  think  under  your  construction  of  the  constitution  it  can  be  vested  in  another 
body  ? — ^A.  Not  if  you  intend  to  make  it  a  court. 

Q.  Tbe  first  section  I  have  read  is  the  "judicial  power." — A.  This  is  a  question  I 
Would  distinguish  and  disconnect  from  a  law  applying  to  the  courts,  but  at  the  same 
time  1  cannot  conceive  of  how  a  board  can  be  created  with  authority  to  ascertain  facts, 
vid  determine  questions  from  those  facta,  unless  it  exercises  powers  of  judgment, 
^ow,  I  won't  express  a  decided  opinion  how  far  the  power  of  judgment  which  a  board 
ttn  legally  exercise  will  conflict  with  the  powers  of  a  court,  or  that  this  board  would 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  judiciary.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  board  is  a  part 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  State  or  country,  as  created  by  the  constitution  and  laws  and 
oianner  of  appointing  the  judges.    Th«  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is  defined,  but  at  the 
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same  time  I  will  say,  upon  caeual  interrogation,  that  not  intending  to  oonfonnd  or  get 
the  powers  of  this  boaM  in  any  way  complicated  with  the  jndiciary  of  the  State,  yet 
its  powers  are  powers  of  judgment.  I  leave  it  to  philological  critics  to  say  how  fax 
the  board  exercises  judgment,  exercises  judicial  powers  distinct  from  a  court,  and 
which,  perhaps,  in  a  constitutional  sense,  do  not  strictly  belong  to  the  judiciary ;  bat 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  word  it  is  the  exercise  of  judgment,  but  that  exercise  of 
judgment  I  do  not  consider  as  coming  in  conflict  with  the  courts.  I  do  not  think  tbftt 
in  my  opinion  I  have  placed  this  board  in  a  position  contrary  to  the  constitution,  nor 
against  the  judicial  power  of  the  8tate 

THE  BOARD   PURGED  UJ^EGAL  VOTES. 

Q,  Under  your  interpretation,  general,  you  went  behind  the  returns  and  examined 
into  the  precinct- vote,  throwing  out,  legally  or  illegally,  the  votes  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  board  purged  the  ballot-box  back  of  the  returns f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  if  your  construction  be  correct  would  not  your  certificate  of  adjudication 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  candidate  f — A.  I  have  no  question  but  that  the  court  can 
examine  every  point  which  this  board  can  determine  or  not.  I  have  do  doubt  that  the 
courts  can  go  into  every  question  of  fact,  every  question  of  law  which  was  submitted 
to  us,  as  much  so  as  into  a  question  of  fact  or  of  law  submitted  to  a  board  of  directors 
of  a  bank  or  of  a  railroad. 

Q.  Upon  what  principle  of  law  can  they  review  your  jurisdiction  if  you  are  clothed 
with  authority  f — A.  Upon  the  principle  of  appeal,  certiorari,  mandamus,  injunction,  or 
quo  warranto. 

Q.  Can  it  be  reached  in  any  of  your  inferior  courts  by  this  process  for  review  f— A 
I  think  it  can.  By  the  jurisprudence  of  this  State  all  the  appellate  courts  can  review 
anything  before  the  inferior  courts.    The  appellate  court  nas  original  jurisdiction: 

Art.  VI,  Skc.  5.  **  The  court  (supreme)  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  man- 
damns,  certiorari,  prohibition,  quo  warranto,  habeas  corpus,  and  also  all  writs  necessary 
or  proper  to  the  complete  exercise  of  its  appellate  jurisdiction.  Each  of  the  justices 
shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  to  any  part  of  the  State  upon  peti- 
tion by  or  on  behalf  of  any  person  held  in  actual  custody,  and  may  make  such  writa 
returnable  before  himself  or  the  supreme  court,  or  before  any  circuit  court  in  the  State, 
or  before  any  judge  of  said  courts." 

Q.  That  speaks  of  appellate  juriHdiction  T — A.  Nc*,  sir. 

Art.  VI,  Sec.  5:  "The  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all 
cases  in  equity,  also  in  all  cases  of  law  in  which  is  involved  the  title  to  or  right  of  pos- 
session of  real  estate,  or  the  legality  of  any  tax,  impost,  assessment,  toll,  or  municipal 
fine,  or  in  which  the  demand  or  the  value  of  the  property  in  controversy  exceeds  three 
hundried  dollars ;  also  in  all  other  civil  cases  not  included  in  the  general  subdivisions  of 
law  and  equity ;  also  in  all  questions  of  law  alone  ;  in  all  criminal  cases  in  which  the 
offense  charged  amounts  to  felony."  **  The  court  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  man- 
damus, certiorari,  prohibition,  quo  warranto,  habeas  corpus,  and  also  all  writs  neces- 
sary or  proper  to  the  complete  exercise  of  its  appellate  jurisdiction."  This  court  is  now 
exercising  jurisdiction  to-day  in  the  mandamus  case. 

Q.  Is  there  any  law  in  that  code  providing  for  the  proper  mode  of  applying  for  par- 
don f — ^A.  I  will  answer  this  questicm  again. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Section  6  of  Article  XIV  of  your  constitution  reads  in  this  manner:  "  The  legisla- 
ture, at  its  first  session  after  the  ratification  of  this  constitution,  shall  by  law  provide 
for  the  registration,  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  each  county,  of  all  the  legally- 
qualified  voters  in  each  county,  and  for  the  returns  of  elections ;  and  shall  also  provide 
that  after  the  completion,  from  time  to  time,  of  such  registration  no  person  not  duly 
registered  according  to  law  shall  be  allowed  to  vote."  That  is  the  whole  section. 
Does  this  provision  give  the  legislature  full  power  over  the  returns  of  the  election  to 
submit  them  to  such  process  f — A.  To  submit  them  to  this  board  ? 

Q.  To  submit  them  to  this  boarder  to  any  board? — ^A.  I  should  think  that  under  this 
clause  a  law  could  be  enacted  providing  for  the  returns  of  an  election. 

Q.  And  even  for  tribunals  that  should  pass  on  the  election  ;  it  being  in  the  constitu- 
tion, the  provision  with  reference  to  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers  must 
be  construed  with  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  think  so.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
same  constitution  ;  the  statute  of  18HH  and  the  amended  law  of  1872  give  the  manner 
of  providing  for  the  returns  of  the  election. 

Q.  Then  the  constitution  directly  gives  the  control  to  the  legislature  to  make  such 
provision  with  reference  to  the  elections  as  it  seems  fit? — A.  I  think  so.  I  do  not  see 
any  qualification  upon  it — "  the  returns  of  the  election."    How  far  this  board  has  judicial 

fowers  is  the  question  which  I  raised  before  the  board.    Notwithstanding  my  opinion, 
think  there  may  be  some  questions  of  no  jurisdiction. 

Q.  If  these  questions  arise  out  of  the  returns  of  the  election,  would  it  not  be  within 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  provide  for  such  ? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  so,  conse- 
quently I  have  taken  the  ground  that  this  act  of  1872  was  constitutional.  It  is  a  mere 
opinion,  though^  sir. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Tallahassee,  December  20,  1876. 

William  Lee  Apthorp  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Teller  : 

Question.  Were  yon  clerk  of  the  State  canvassing- board  f — Answer.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  all  its  sessions  ? — ^A.  I  was ;  except  one  or  two  private  ses- 
sions in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  when  no  definite  action  was  taken. 

Q.  How  many  counties  were  canvassed  without  changes  bein^  made,  if  you  recol- 
lect f— A.  There  were  twenty-four  counties  first  canvassed,  in  which  there  was  no  con- 
test ;  then  there  were  several  of  the  others  in  which  there  were  contests,  but  canvassed 
without  change.  I  do  not  remember  exactly  the  number  of  these  without  referring  to 
the  minutes. 

Q.  How  many  counties  were  there,  in  which  objections  were  made,  that  were  can- 
vassed without  change,  and  what  counties  ? — A.  In  which  there  was  objection! 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  I  cannot  tell  without  referring  to  the  minutes,  which  1  have  with  me. 

Q.  These  are  the  minutes  you  kept  as  the  clerk  of  the  board  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there 
were  counties  in  which  a  protest  was  entered,  but  which  were  canvassed  without 
change.    Baker  County 

THE  legal  return  OF  BAKER  COUNTY. 

Q.  Who  objected  to  Baker  County — which  political  party  ? — A.  The  democrats.  Let 
me  explain  about  that,  however.  It  was  canvassed  by  reference  to  the  precinct  ro- 
toms.  The  county  return  which  had  been  received  was  changed.  I  was  hasty  in  say- 
ing without  a  change.  The  county  return  which  was  received  first — there  were  three 
returns  from  that  county,  and  that  one  which  was  signed  by  the  county  judge  left  out 
tvo  precincts,  if  I  remember  right.  There  were  other  returns  signed  all  by  other 
officers  which  included  these,  but  the  board  acted  upon  the  return  from  the  county 
judge,  which  was  the  legal  return,  and  restored  the  two  precincts  which  were  left  out. 
These  were  democratic  precincts ;  and  that  action  was  unanimous.  It  changed  the 
majority  in  the  county  from  being  republican  to  being  democratic,  by  comparing  it 
with  the  precinct  returns. 

Q.  The  action  of  the  board  in  that  county  was  unanimous  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cooper.  Will  you  take  them  up  by  counties  and  examine  them  fully? 

Senator  Teller.  We  had  better  do  that  now,  I  think. 

Senator  Cooper.  If  we  proceed  by  counties,  we  might  as  well  do  it  now. 

Q.  You  say  there  were  three  returns  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  they  signed  ? — A.  One  of  them  I  know  was  signed  by  the  county  judge, 
with  other  officers. 

Q.  Who  f — A.  That  I  cannot  state  definitely  without  referring  to  the  minutes. 

Q.  You  say  two  precincts  were  left  out  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  signed  the  others?— A.  The  clerk  and  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  other 
one  was  signed  also  by  the  clerk  and  the  justice  of  the  peace. 

Q.  Two  signed  by  the  clerk  and  the  justice  of  the  peace?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  included  the  two  returns  ?— A.  They  included  the  two  precincts  left  out  in 
the  judge's  return. 

Q.  Any  change  made  in  that  canvass  was  made  on  other  showing? — A.  I  judge,  as 
the  canvass  finally  made  would  agree  with  these  two  returns,  I  judge  it  would.  The 
canvass  was  actually  made  on  the  ground  of  the  county  judge's  return  by  comparing 
it  with  the  precinct  returns — certified  copies. 

Q.  You  say  that  was  a  unanimous  vote  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  the  members  agreed  to  make  it  on  that  return? — A.  On  that  precise  county 
I  could  not  be  positive  as  to  what  the  members  all  agreed  upon.  They  were  to  restore 
those  two  precincts.    My  strong  impression  was  that  they  were  to  use  that  return. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  That  is  the  county  judge's  return? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  return  they  acted 
Qpon. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  They  did  not  in  their  final  canvass — did  not  conform  to  that  return  ? — A.  They 
Added  to  it  the  two  precincts,  and  made  it  agree  with  the  other  returns. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Which  return  was  the  one  that  complied  with  the  statute  as  to  two  who  should 
sign  the  returns  f — A.  The  return  of  the  county  judge — no,  it  did  not  fully;  there  was 
»  disputo  there  between  the  county  judge  and  the  clerk.  Neither  one  of  the  returns 
compared  with  the  statute  in  reference  to  signatures. 

Q-  Was  there  any  statute  authorizing  a  justice  of  the  peace  alone  to  make  a  return  ? — 
A.  My  impression  is  there  is  not. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Can  yon  give  these  returns  exactly  as  they  were  signed  T — ^A.  They  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  secretary  of  state. 

MARKED  TICKBTS  IN  NASSAU   COUNTY. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Take  the  next  county  to  which  objection  was  made  without  change. — A.  Nassau. 

Q.  Who  made  that  objection  ? — A.  That  was  objected  to  by  tlie  republicans. 

Q.  But  canvassed  on  the  returns  ? — A.  But  canvassed  according  to  the  face  of  the 
returns  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  board. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  objection  made. — A.  Objections  madeof  intimidation  of  voters, 
principally  railroad  hands,  by  giving  them  marked  tickets. 

Q.  By  marking  tickets  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  that  they  could  tell  afterward  how  they  had 
voted. 

Q.  Explain  a  little  more  fully  who  by — which  side  marked  them. — A.  The  democratic 
The  evidence  was  that  the  son  of  Mr.  Yulee  gave  tickets  to  these  men.  He  is  a  demo- 
crat and  gave  numbered  tickets  to  their  employes  on  the  road,  and  those  numbers  were 
copied  in  a  book,  so  that  when  the  ballots  were  inspected,  the  tickets  were  checked  off 
with  the  numbers  in  the  book,  and  they  thus  knew  the  names  of  those  who  voted  the 
democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  to  show  what  was  said  to  these  voters  f — A.  The  evidence 
before  the  board  was  that  they  were  made  to  understand  that  their  being  kept  in  em- 
ploy depended  upon  their  voting  those  tickets. 

Q.  Were  they  colored  or  white  men  f — A.  Colored  men,  the  vast  majority;  probably 
all. 

Q.  What  action  did  the  board  take  f — A.  The  board  took  no  action  on  that,  holding 
that  they  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  intimidation  or  improper  prac- 
tices previous  to  the  election — only  had  to  do  with  the  votes  in  the  box. 

Q.  That  county,  then,  was  canvassed  on  the  return  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  that  the  evidence  showed  so  and  so ;  was  it  written  or  oral  ? — A.  It  was 
affidavits. 

Q.  All  the  evidence  from  Nassau  was  by  affidavits  f— A.  No  oral  testimony,  if  I  re 
member  right,  from  Nassau ;  that  is,  not  on  that  side.  There  was  a  counter  sworn 
statement,  which  was  written,  though  read  by  Mr.  Yulee ;  that  is  on  file. 

Q.  All  the  evidence  is  on  file  f— A.  All  the  evidence  is  on  file. 

levy  COUNTY. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Name  some  other  county;  you  said  several  counties  there  were  objections  to.  I 
mean  those  that  were  canvassed  without  change. — A.  Levy  County. 

Q.  Who  made  the  objection  there? — ^A.  The  republicans. 

Q.  On  what  grounds f— A.  On  the  ground  that  they  claimed  no  legal  registration; 
that  the  registration,  although  in  form,  was  in  an  irregular  and  illegal  manner.  The 
board  held  that  they  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  that,  and  canvassed  the  county  by 
the  face  of  the  returns  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Q.  Is  that  evidence  on  file  f— A.  You  mean  the  evidence  against  the  county  f 

Q.  Yes.— A.  Everything  is  on  file  by  affidavits. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Q.  Next  county. — A.  Duval  was  canvassed  without  change,  but  not  unanimously ; 
the  facts  in  Duval  were  these 

Q.  Who  made  the  objection  ? — A.  The  objection  was  made  by  the  democrats ;  the 
objection  they  made  was  that  there  were  no  legal  retnniH  from  the  county  before  the 
board.  The  facts  were  that  the  returns  made  were  not  legally  signed  ;  that  is  true. 
They  were  not  signed  by  the  county  judge,  but  signed  by  the  clerk  and  justice,  aud  I 
believe  the  sheriff,  although  my  memory  is  not  precise  on  that  point.  This  couDty 
was  canvassed,  however,  by  comparing  this  return  with  the  precinct  returns,  of  wbich 
they  had  certified  copies;*  saying  that  they  agreed  with  that,  as  it  did.  Thwn  the 
county  was  canvassed  according  to  that  result. 

Q.  How  did  the  board  stand  on  that  f — A.  The  secretary  of  state  aud  the  comptroller 
voted  for  the  canvass  of  the  county;  the  attorney-general  voted  to  eject  the  county 
entirely. 

Q.  Go  on  with  the  next. — A.  There  are  no  more  in  that  category. 

Q.  You  may  commence  now  with  Clay  County. — A.  Twenty-nine  votes  were  added 
to  and  four  illegal  votes  were  taken  from  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  vote,  and 
eight  votes  were  added  to  and  two  illegal  votes  taken  from  the  republican  votes;  and 
witli  these  amendments  the  return  of  the  county  was  canvassed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
Those  amendments  were  unanimous. 
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Q.  Yon  may  state  whether  these  deductions  and  additions  were  made  by  a  nnani- 
moos  vot-e. — ^A.  Yes,  they  were ;  all  the  action  taken  in  Clay  County  was  unanimous. 

Q.  Where  were  the  twenty -nine  votes  added,  do  you  recollect  f — A.  My  impression 
is  that  they  were  added  at  precinct  No.  8,  at  No.  11  Pond — a  pond  which  goes  by  that 
name.    That  is  my  recollection  about  it. 

Q.  Was  that  done  on  the  evidence  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  done  on  affidavit  evidence, 
if  I  remember  right. 

Q.  Give  the  realms  why  they  were  added. — A.  The  reasons  why  that  precinct  was 
left  out  of  the  return  that  was  sent  up  T  The  board  judged  that  they  were  left  out  for 
insafficient  reasons  by  the  county  canvassers,  for  the  reason  that  the  precinct  inspect- 
ors—the jurat  had  been  omitted  to  their  oaths ;  but  it  was  approved  by  the  board.  I 
have  forgotten  how  they  were  precisely  sworn  to. 

Q.  On  that  return  they  were  included  T— A.  They  were  included,  and  that  wasunan- 
imoas. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  that  four  illegal  votes  were  taken  from  the  democratic  State  and 
electoral  vote.    How  was  that  t — A.  I  don^t  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  about  the  two  illegal  votes  that  were  taken  from  the  repub- 
lican vote — the  reasons  for  itf  — A.  I  do  not  remember  what  were  the  reasons.  It  was 
something  affecting  the  voters,  such  as  age.    It  has  passed  out  of  my  mind. 

Q.  You  have  no  memorandum  as  to  the  reasons  f — A.  I  think  not ;  no  memorandum 
M  to  wherein  the  illegality  consisted. 

Q.  Take  Orange  County  now. — ^A.  Seven  illegal  votes  were  deducted  from  the  dem- 
ocratic electoral  and  State  vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed 
nnanimously.    The  action  to  deduct  these  votes  was  unanimous. 

Q.  What  reasons  were  given  for  deducting  those  votes  T — A.  They  were  men  who 
voted  who  were  not  registered  and  not  sworn.  The  objections  were  made  by  the  re- 
pubUcans,  they  being  democratic  votes. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Q.  Take  JeflEerson  County  f — ^A.  Sixty  illegal  votes  were  unanimously  deducted  from 
the  republican  vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed  by  a  majority 
vote,  the  attorney -general  desiring  to  throw  out  several  precincts  because  the  county 
canvassers  had  acted  as  precinct  inspectors  and  the  voting-place  had  been  removed 
from  Beasley's  Store. 

Q.  Who  made  the  objection  to  the  republican  votes  T — A.  It  was  made  by  the  dem- 
ocratic side  before  the  board  in  their  public  session. 

Q.  You  may  state  why  they  were  thrown  out. — A.  In  fact,  they  objected  to  a  large 
number,  some  nine  hundred,  if  I  remember  right,  but  it  was  refused  after  consideration 
by  the  board. 

Q.  State  why. — A.  I  cannot  state  the  precise  reasons ;  there  were  various  reasons. 
The  i^ay  in  which  that  number  was  arrived  at  may  be  interesting  to  you  to  know.  In  the 
summing  up  at  the  last  public  session  by  General  Noyes  or  Wallace,  I  forget  which,  he 
went  over  all  the  claims  of  the  democrats  and  acknowledged  where  he  thought  it  right, 
and  it  footed  up  that  number.    It  was  not  in  a  private  session  of  the  board. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  so  far  as  you  know,  the  reasons. — A.  They  were  such 
reasons  as  that  of  minors  and  non-residents  voting;  something  which  affected  the  indi- 
vidual voter. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  The  objection  was  to  what  f — A.  The  deduction  of  sixty  illegal  votes  in  Jefferson. 

Q.  On  what  ground  did  they  want  to  throw  out  nine  hundred  votes,  the  democrats? — 
A  I  cannot  give  the  ground  very  definitely ;  they  charged  general  fraud  and  illegality 
at  a  great  many  precincts,  and  made  a  violent  att-ack  against  all  that  county. 

Q.  Was  it  not  on  the  ground  that  these  men  who  were  officers  were  county  ean- 
▼aasers  and  precinct  inspectors  f — A.  That  was  one  ground  ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken 
they  made  others.    I  cannot  remember  now  what  they  were  precisely. 

Q.  You  sav  the  attorney-general  desired  the  vote  thrown  out  of  several  precincts  for 
that  reason  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  vote  stand  for  throwing  out  the  sixty  illegal  republican  votes? — A. 
Unanimous. 

Q.  In  this  countj'^  of  Jefferson,  did  they  not  charge  excessive  registration  ? — A.  That 
was  a  point  made  against  the  county. 

Q.  A  registration  far  in  excess  of  the  voting  population  of  the  county  ? — A.  They 
claimed  it  was. 

Q-  Did  they  not  object  that  the  clerk  refused  to  correct  the  registration-list,  although 
it  was  ordered  to  be  done  by  the  commissioners  f — A.  1  don't  remember  that.  I  know 
there  was  something  of  that  kind  in  some  of  the  counties,  but  I  cannot  connect  it  now. 

Q-  Was  it  done  on  affidavits  or  on  oral  evidence  ?— A.  On  affidavits ;  no  oral  evidence 
^  that  Bide  in  this  county.  The  clerk  was  introduced  orally  on  the  republican  side  to 
■ay  something  about  the  registration-list. 
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By  Senator  Teixbr  : 
Q.  There  was  oral  evidence  from  Jefferson  f — A.  Tes,  sir ;  by  the  olerk. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  By  the  olerk  of  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

LEON  COUNTY. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Suppose  you  go  to  Leon  Coanty  f — ^A.  Two  illegal  votes  deducted  from  the  repub- 
lican vote,  and  with  this  deduction  the  county  was  canvassed  by  unanimous  vote; 
the  deduction  was  unanimous. 

Q.  What  precinct  were  they  deducted  from  f — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Was  there  any  objection  made  as  to  precinct  No.  13  f— A.  That  precinct  was 
spoken  of ;  the  democrats  made  an  attack  on  that  precinct,  but  the  board  unanimoosly 
considered  that  the  evidence  did  not  sustain  the  attack ;  it  was  too  indefinite  and 
vague. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  especiallv  the  action  of  the  attorney-general  on  that  point  f-j- 
A.  I  do.  He  made  a  remark  of  this  character,  "  Why  can't  these  lawyers  get  their 
oases  up  in  better  shape  f  and  made  some  impatient  gesture  to  admit  it. 

Q.  To  canvass  it  f — A.  I  don't  remember ;  that  was  the  substance  of  his  remarks. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  was  the  result  there  f  You  say  two  votes  were  stricken  off  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  an  examination  of  precinct  13  T — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  evidence 
before  the  board. 

Q.  All  affidavits  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  all  affidavits. 

manatee  county. 
By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Now,  about  Manatee  County  ? — A.  This  entire  county  was  thrown  out  of  the  can- 
vass on  the  ground  of  the  entire  absence  of  any  and  all  legal  steps  in  preparation  for 
the  election  and  in  holding  the  same.    The  vote  stood  as  follows :  The  secretary  of  state 
and  comptroller  for  its  rejection  and  the  attorney-general  for  retaining  it. 

Q.  Did  the  board  have  any  evidence  before  them  on  that  subject  T — ^A.  They  had  affi- 
davits. 

Q.  And  acted  on  those  affidavits  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  board  threw  it  out  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  had  been  no  preparation  for  the  elec- 
tion and  no  legal  steps  taken. 

Q.  No  notice  of  the  election  ? — A.  No  legal  notice.  The  evidence  was  that  there  was 
no  appointment  of  precincts. 

Q.  Or  precinct  officers  ? — A.  Or  inspectors. 

Q.  No  notice  of  precinct  places  ? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  clerk  in  the  county  there. 
And  the  evidence  was  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  population  had  not  under- 
taken to  vote  at  all,  because  they  believed  there  could  be  no  legal  election  under  the 
circumstances. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  That  was  done  on  the  affidavits  on  file  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  They  acted  on  Manatee  County  by  affidavits  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Hamilton  County  ? — ^A.  Eighty-three  democratic  and  fifty-eight  republican  votes 
whiA  had  been  illegally  added  to  tho  electoral  votd  on  the  face  of  the  returns  were 
thrown  out. 

Q.  Just  explain  why  Ihey  were  thrown  out. — ^A.  The  facts  were  these:  After  the 
county  canvassers  had  made  up  their  return  it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  precincts 
in  making  up  its  return  had  omitted  to  return  the  electoral  vote.  The  men  who  had  been 
inspectors  of  that  precinct,  now  out  of  office  and  not  under  oath,  got  together  with 
the  clerk  and  county  canvassers  and  cast  up  their  precinct  and  the  county  canvassers 
erased  their  figures  in  tho  form  and  put  in  those  that  were  given  in  the  return. 

Q.  These  fifty-eight  votes  were  all  from  one  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Go  on  with  Jasper  precinct ;  state  what  was  done  with  that. — ^A.  Jasper  precinct, 
No.  2  ?    Shall  I  read  the  number  of  votes  f 

Q.  No ;  skip  that. — A.  Jasper  precinct  was  thrown  out  of  the  canvass  on  account  of 
groHs  violation  of  the  election  law  by  the  inspectors  in  not  completing  the  canvass 
without  atijournment,  in  allowing  unauthorized  persons  to  handle  the  ballots  and  assist 
in  the  count,  in  adjourning  over  night  and  going  to  another  place,  and  in  signing  re- 
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tnrnanext  day  which  they  had  not  themselves  made  or  verified,  and  the  contents  of 
which  they  did  not  know.  With  these  dedactions,  the  county  was  canvassed  hy  unan- 
imous vote ;  the  deductions  were  made  unanimously. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Jasper  precinct,  you  say  it  was  the  unauthorized  action  of  the  inspectors  ? — A.  Their 
violation  of  the  election  law.  The  board  held  that  under  these  circumstances  those 
returns  did  not  afford  them  evidence  of  the  true  vote  of  the  precinct. 

Q.  Do  von  remember  the  particulars  in  which  the  actions  of  the  inspectors  were  unau- 
thorized 7 — A.  Yes,  sir :  in  not  completing  the  canvass  without  adjournment;  in  allow- 
ing unauthorized  persons  to  handle  the  ballots  and  assist  in  the  count;  in  adjourning 
over  night  and  going  to  another  place ;  and  in  signing  returns  the  next  day,  which 
ihey  had  not  themselves  made  or  verified,  and  the  contents  of  which  they  did  not 
know.  The  matter  was  specially  referred  to  General  Cocke  by  the  other  members  of 
the  board,  and  after  looking  up  the  points  in  the  digest  he  said  the  precinct  must  be 
thrown  out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  political  complexion  of  the  inspectors  f — A.  No,  it  was  divided ; 
I  cannot  say  whether  a  majority  was  republican  or  democratic ;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  that  appear  in  the  evidence  ? — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  it  appeared  there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  that  evidence  was  f — A.  The  evidence  there  was  by  aflQ- 
davits,  and  I  think  it  appeared  incidentally  rather  than  by  direct  and  positive  state- 
ment, what  the  politics  of  the  inspectors  was ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  By  affidavits  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Tbixer  : 

Q.  That  was  unanimous,  you  have  stated  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  that  was  thrown  out  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  board  f — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
that  was  particularly  referred  to  General  Cooke.  That  was  what  I  was  speaking  about 
before. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  He  read  the  law.  Was  his  opinion  taken  by  the  board  ? — A.  His  opinion  wa« 
taken  by  the  board ;  that  on  account  of  these  irregularities  the  precinct  must  be  thrown 
oat 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Q.  Monroe  County  ? — A.  Precinct  No.  3,  Key  West.  I  will  skip  the  number  of  votes. 
It  was  thrown  out  of  the  canvass  on  account  of  ^ross  violation  of  the  election  laws  by 
the  inspectors  in  adjourning  before  the  completion  of  the  canvass,  and  completing  it 
the' next  day  in  a  different  place,  and  without  public  notice.  The  vote  on  its  rejection 
was  ananimous,  the  attorney-general  deciding  in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  him  as  to 
the  I^al  effect  of  their  violation  of  the  law,  that  it  must  be  thrown  out.  With  this 
deduction  the  county  was  canvassed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  attorney- general  afterward  desiring  to  change 
his  vote  T — ^A.  Yes ;  I  know  all  about  that  action.  The  board  arrived  at  i  ts  final 
decision,  and  so  stated  it  by  a  unanimous  resolution,  about  midnight — about  12  o'clock 
Then  they  separated.  Some  went  out  while  I  prepared  the  certificate  of  the  electoral* 
vote.  When  I  got  that  certificate  nearly  prepared — it  was  probably  an  hour  or  two 
afterward ;  I  was  sitting  on  one  side  of  the  table  and  Dr.  Cowgill  on  the  other,  dictat- 
ing the  number  of  votes— Judge  Cocke  entered  the  room  and  spoke  in  a  low  tone  in 
Dr.  GowgilPs  ear.  After  he  went  out  the  doctor  remarked  that  the  judge  wanted  to 
ehange  his  vote  on  Monroe  County.  That  was  all  that  was  done  or  said  about  it.  He 
made  no  request  to  change  his  vote.  The  board  received  no  request  from  him  and 
took  no  action  upon  it  whatever. 

Q.  No  motion  made  before  the  board  f — ^A.  No  motion ;  he  did  not  speak  to  the  board 
at  all>-merely  whispered  privately  to  Dr.  Cowgill  in  a  very  low  tone. 

Q.  As  clerk  of  this  board,  did  you  receive  any  protest  on  that  subject  f — ^A.  I  have 
received  no  paper  of  that  kind  whatever. 

Q.  No  protest  has  ever  been  filed  with  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  to  the  board,  to  your  knowledge  ? — A.  Nor  to  the  board.  I  have  all  the  rec- 
<wds  of  the  board  with  reference  to  its  action,  and  the  minutes  of  the  board,  but  no 
such  protest  has  ever  come  into  my  possession  in  any  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  1  see  what  purports  to  be  a  protest,  as  published  in  the  Sentinel  of  this  city  ;  so 
J*'  as  you  know,  it  was  a  mere  newspaper  article  f — A.  A  mere  newspaper  article.    I 
have  never  seen  it  anywhere  else. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Alachna  County  T—A.  Seventeen  illegal  electoral  votes  (four  republican  and  thir- 
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teen  democratic)  at  Waldo  precinct  were  thrown  out  unanimonsly.  A  vote  was  taken 
on  throwing  out  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  and  the  secretary  of  state  and  comptroller  vot- 
ing to  retain  it  and  the  attorney-general  voting  to  throw  it  out,  it  was  retained,  and 
the  county  canvassed  with  the  before- mentioned  deductions. 

Q.  Who  made  the  objection  to  the  Archer  precinct  No.  2 1— A.  The  democrats. 

Q.  On  what  ground?— A.  Alleged  frauds. 

Q.  How  was  that  county  canvassed  with  reference  to  the  returns  which  came  up  to 
the  board  ? — A.  Finally  canvassed  according  to  the  face  of  the  returns. 

Q.  Did  the  board  have  evidence  on  the  subject  ? — A.  Yes ;  there  was  evidence  in  that 
cnsOi  both  affidavits  and  oral,  on  both  sides. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  evidence  was  conflicting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  oral  testimony  taken  down  f— A.  It  was;  I  have  a  memorandum  of  it 
Q.  It  is  a  part  of  the  record  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  the  request  we  have  made  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  will  embrace  that  ? — A.  It  can  embrace  that. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
<J.  All  the  evidence  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Both  sides  ? — A.  I  have  not  every  word  of  the  witnesses  as  a  short-hand  writer 
would  take  it,  but  I  have  got  it  substantially. 

JACKSON  COUNTY. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Proceed  to  Jackson  County. — A.  Campbellton  precinct  was  thrown  out  of  the  can- 
vass on  account  of  violation  of  the  election-laws  by  the  inspectors,  in  removing  the 
ballot-box  from  the  election-room,  at  the  adjournment  for  dinner,  into  an  adjoining 
store,  and  leaving  it  there  unsealed  and  concealed  from  the  public  during  said  adjonm- 
ment ;  in  not  counting  the  ballots  at  the  close  of  the  polls  and  comparing  them  with 
the  number  of  names  on  the  poll-list ;  and  because  only  seventy-six  republican  ballots 
were  counted  out  of  the  ballot-box,  whereas  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  persons 
swear  that  they  voted  the  full  republican  ticket  at  that  poll.  The  vote  of  the  board 
stood  as  follows:  The  secretary  of  state  and  comptroller  for  rejecting  it,  and  the  at- 
torney-general for  retaining  it. 

Q.  You  have  the  affidavits  of  one  handred  and  thirty-three  persons  ? — ^A.  The  affi- 
davits are  on  file.  i 

Q.  Friendship  Church  in  the  same  county  ? — ^A.  This  precinct  was  thrown  out  of  the 
canvass  on  account  of  violation  of  the  election-laws  by  the  inspect^irs  in  placing  the 
ballot-box  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  out  of  sight  of  the  voter  and  of  the  public ;  in 
placing  a  supervisor  at  the  window  to  receive  the  ballots  instead  of  an  inspector  ;  in 
not  making  and  completing  the  canvass  at  the  polling  place  without  adjournment  and 
in  view  of  the  public,  but  in  a  bed-room  two  miles  away ;  and  in  not  counting  the 
ballots  and  comparing  them  with  the  number  of  names  on  the  poll-list.  As  to  this 
precinct,  the  vote  of  the  board  stood  as  follows :  The  secretary  of  state  and  the  oomp- 
troUer  for  rejecting  it,  and  the  attorney-generad  for  retaining  it.  With  these  deduc- 
tions the  county  was  canvassed. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  Did  you  state  the  number  of  votes  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  State  the  number  of  votes  in  that  Friendship  Church  precinct. — A.  Friendship 
Church  precinct  gave  for  the  whole  republican  electoral  and  State  ticket  forty-four 
votes,  and  for  the  democratic  electoral  and  State  ticket  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
votes. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  What  was  the  voteju  Campbellton  precinct? — A.  It  was  for  the  republican  elect- 
oral and  Stat«  ticket  twenty-seven  votes,  and  for  the  democratic  electoral  and  State 
ticket,  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  votes.    That  completes  the  list  of  counties. 

the  completion  of  the  CANVA88. 

Q.  After  the  canvass  what  was  done  after  they  got  through  determining  and  throw- 
ing out  these  votes? — A.  Dr.  Cowgill  proposed  a  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  board,  declaring  the  whole  canvass  completed,  referring  both  to  the 
electoral  and  St^ite  vote. 

Q.  What  further? — A.  At  the  request  of  the  attorney-general  he  introduced  a  friend, 
a  Mr.  Pasco,  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  committee,  to  verify  my  footing-up  of  the 
votes.    Mr.  Pasco  looked  them  over  and  pronounced  the  footing  correct. 
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Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  io  the  State  t — A.  Ever  since  the  war. 

Q.  How  long  ha\e  you  known  the  comptroller? — A.  I  have  known  him  since  he  was 
appointed  comptroller  by  Governor  Hart. 

Q.  How  lonif  is  that  f — A.  Four  years. 

Q.  H(^  has  a  reputation  as  a  man  of  character  ?-t- A.  Reputation  very  high,  and 
always  sustained  until  now. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  McLin  t — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  known  him  for  the  same  length 
of  time. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  resided  in  the  State  f — A.  Sometime  before  the  war;  he  is  an  old 
resident,  but  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  a  native  or  not. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  f — A.  Very  good  ;  very  high. 

Q.  As  an  honorable  man  in  the  community  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^      By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Under  what  provision  of  law  do  you  act  as  clerk  of  the  board  ? — A.  don't  know 
definitely,  except  by  the  power  of  the  board.  I  suppose  the  power  is  given  to  them  to 
appoint  a  clerk. 

Q.  Is  there  such  a  law  f— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  When  were  you  appointed  ? — A.  At  the  organization  of  the  board  to  count  these 
▼otes.    They  organized  by  choosing  Mr.  McLin  as  chairman  and  appointing  a  clerk. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  act  of  the  legislature,  or  any  law  which  autnorizes  the 
board  to  appoint  a  clerk  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know  definitely ;  never  examined  the  subject. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Were  you  appointed  by  the  action  of  the  whole  board? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  unanimously. 
Q.  Any  objection  made  ? — A.  No  objection  made. 
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ALACHUA  COUNTY. 


A  GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Jacksonvillb,  Deoemher  29, 187a 
L.  G.  Dennis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairb<ian  : 

Question.  Mr.  Dennis,  I  requested  that  you  would  prepare  a  statement  of  your  connec- 
tion with  the  politics  of  this  State,  and  especially  of  what  happened  in  this  campaign,  to 
your  knowledge.  Have  you  prepared  this  statement  ? — Answer.  I  have,  sir.  I  was  bom 
m  Massachusetts ;  am  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  am  now  a  resident  of  Gainesville,  Fla. 
I  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  in  1861.  The 
regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Hinks,  under  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler.  I  was  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenant  of  the  Fortieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  in  186*2.  I  was  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant  in  1863,  and  obtained  a  captatucy  in  1864.  I  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Charleston,  and  was  engaged  at  the  battles  of  Oluslee,  Cold  Harbor,  and 
those  in  front  of  Petersburgh.  I  resigned  in  1864  on  account  of  physical  disability,  oc- 
casioned by  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  in  front  of  Petersburgh. 
I  was  recommissioned  by  Governor  Andrew  a  captain  in  December,  1864,  and  placed 
in  command  of  a  fort  commanding  the  entrance  to  Gloucester  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 
I  was  mustered  out  of  service  in  July,  1865.  I  came  to  this  State  in  January,  1866,  in 
company  with  several  ex-Army  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  permanently  locating  and 
engaging  in  cotton-planting.  I  continued  in  this  business  in  Alachua  County  until 
1870,  when  I  was  elected  State  senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  embrac- 
ing the  counties  of  Alachua  and  Levy. 

Q.  Are  you  still  State  senator  ? — A.  I  am  not,  sir ;  I  was  re-elected  at  this  last  elec- 
tion.   I  am  a  member  of  the  lower  house. 

Q.  Up  to  tuis  last  election  you  had  been  continuously  a  member  of  the  senate  ? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir  ;  since  ^70.  The  first  circumstance  which  provoked  the  hostility  of  the  demo- 
crats, bv  whom  1  was  surrounded,  occurred  in  1868,  when  I  undertook  to  test  the  va- 
lidity of  the  State  law,  which  prevented  a  colored  man  from  owning  fire-arms.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  the  right  of  a  colored  man  named  Valentine,  who  had  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  United  States  Army,  to  the  possession  of  a  pistol.  This  was  the  first 
intimation  in  that  neighborhood  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  the  civil-rights  bill. 
This  championship  of  the  privileges  of  the  colored  man  brought  me  under  the  ban  of 
the  democracy,  and  made  me  the  object  of  their  dislike  and  hatred,  while  on  the 
other  hand  it  attached  to  me  all  the  freedmen  of  the  vicinity.  After  their  enfranchise- 
ment by  Congress  they  came  to  me  for  advice  and  direction  as  to  the  use  they  should 
make  of  their  newly-obtained  privileges,  and  my  uniform  counsel  was,  that  they 
should  not  fail  to  make  use  of  their  privileges  and  to  vote  only  for  loyal  men,  or  men 
in  sympathy  with  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress. 

RIDDLED  WITH  BUCKSHOT. 

The  first  act  of  violence  which  came  under  my  notice  occurred  in  November,  1868, 
when  a  colored  man  named  Moses  Smith  was  literally  riddled  with  buck-shot  by  ft 
party  of  white  men.  Smith  was  an  unoffending  man,  guilty  of  no  criminal  act,  so  far 
as  I  knew,  except  that  of  advising  men  of  his  color  to  vote  for  republicans.  When  the 
party  of  assassins  arrived  at  his  house  they  called  him  to  ascertam  if  he  were  in.  He 
pnt  his  head  out  of  the  window  in  response  to  their  call,  when  he  was  immediately 
fired  upon  and  wounded  in  the  head.  They  demanded  that  he  should  come  out  but  be 
would  not,  and  his  wife  came  out  and  begged  piteously  for  his  life.  They  asked  her  if 
he  was  armed,  and  she  said  the  only  weapon  he  had  was  a  pistol.  They  paid  no  heed  to 
her  sapplications,  but  went  to  work  deliberately  and  set  fire  to  his  house.  When  he 
was  driven  out  by  the  flames  they  poured  the  contents  of  four  double-barrel  sbot-giins 
into  him  as  he  ran.  This  occurred  on  my  plantation  about  midnight.  I  saw  the  unfor- 
tunate man  fifteen  minutes  after  the  perpetration  of  the  deed.  Though  the  parties 
who  committed  this  outrage  were  well  known  at  the  time,  no  effort  was  ever  made  to 
bring  them  to  justice. 

POLITICAL  MUKDERS  FREQUENT. 

Murders  of  this  character  were  of  frequent  occurrence  up  to  1871,  and  republican 
meetings  were  disturbed  by  bands  of  armed  white  men,  and  not  unfrequently  broken 
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np ;  and  in  one  instanoe  where  I  was  present  at  a  large  republican  meeting  held  at 
Gaineeyille,  it  was  fired  into  b^  democrats,  and  three  colored  men  were  shot.  Daring 
the  campai^  of  1870  a  committee  of  three  men  came  to  my  house  on  the  day  befoiie 
election  and  accused  me  of  having  advised  the  negroes  to  come  into  town  armed  on 
election-day.  They  said  that  if  they  came  there  would  be  trouble,  and  if  there 
was  trouble  I  was  the  person  whom  they  intended  to  put  out  of  the  way.  That 
nij^ht  a  party  of  half  a  dozen  men  came  to  my  house  and  stoned  it.  They  were  armed 
with  swords  and  pistols,  and  said  they  came  for  the  purpose  of  killing  me,  but  they 
were  informed  by  a  colored  man  that  I  was  not  at  home,  and  were  thus  prevented  from 
carrying  out  their  intentions. 

Q.  Wore  you  at  home  at  that  time  f — A.  I  was  in  the  house  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did.  you  hear  this  saidT — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  left  under  my  door  a  letter  which  I 
delivered  after  a  time  to  the  Senate  committee  which  was  here  investigating  the  afiairs 
of  the  insurrectionary  States  in  71.  The  letter  threatened  me  with  death.  It  was 
headed  K.  K.  K.,  and  signed  with  the  three  K's.  A  short  time  after  the  election  I  left 
my  home  for  the  North ;  and  when  I  got  to  Jasper,  in  Hamilton  County,  a  band  of 
armed  men  boarded  the  train  and  came  to  the  door  of  the  sleeping-oar  where  I  was 
and  demanded  admittance.  This  was  refused  by  the  porter.  I  heard  them  tell  the 
porter  that  they  wanted  to  see  a  man  who  had  got  on  the  train  at  Baldwin.  This  is 
the  point  where  the  train  from  Gainesville  connects  with  the  Savannah  train.  Tl^e 
porter  told  them  that  no  man  had  got  on  the  train  at  Baldwin  ;  but  they  were  not  sat- 
isfied, and  wanted  to  come  in  and  see.  The  porter  still  refused,  when  they  held  a  short 
conversation  among  themselves  and  said,  *^  By  God,  there  is  a  man  from  Gainesville  in 
that  car,  and  we  must  come  in.''  Just  at  this  moment  the  whistle  blew,  the  train 
started,  and  the  parties  jumped  off.  This  was  on  Friday.  On  Sunday  it  was  reported 
in  Gainesville  that  I  had  been  taken  off  the  train  and  hung. 

The  campaigns  of  1872  and  1874  were  comparatively  quiet,  owing  to  the  effect  of  the 
revelations  made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  affairs  in  the  late  insur- 
rectionary States,  and  the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  United  States  court  on  the 
members  of  the  Kn-Klnx  organization,  under  the  authority  of  the  enforcement  act. 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  PLAN. 

During  the  campaign  just  closed,  there  were  none  of  these  hesdthy  influences  at 
work  to  Keep  the  members  of  the  democratic  party  here  confined  to  the  use  of  legitimate 
weapons  for  securing  victory.  The  interpretation  put  upon  the  enforcement  act  by 
some- of  the  courts,  and  the  success  of  the  shot-gun  policy  pursued  in  Mississippi, 
broke  down  the  barriers  against  violence  and  murder,  by  relieving  the  minds  of  the 
opposition  of  any  apprehensions  of  being  called  to  account  for  the  use  of  intimidation 
and  bloodshed  in  the  conduct  of  the  campaign.  As  a  consequence,  the  same  policy  as 
that  which  succeeded  so  signally  in  Mississippi  was  adopted  by  the  democratic  leaders 
here.  At  the  convention  which  nominated  Drew  for  governor,  the  Mississippi  plan  was 
held  np  as  the  model  upon  which  the  campaign  was  to  be  conducted  in  this  State.  It 
was  reported  in  the  papers  that  the  leading  speakers  publicly  urged  in  their  speeches, 
which  formed  the  after-part  of  the  convention,  that  the  shot-gun  plan,  as  known  in 
Mississippi,  was  to  be  studied  in  all  its  details  and  faithfully  carried  out ;  and  it  was 
carried  out  in  all  its  details,  except  in  the  wholesale  massacre  of  the  colored  people. 
Armed  men  presented  themselves  at  republican  meetings,  demanding  half  time  for 
their  speakers ;  and  wherever  this  demand  was  granted,  when  it  came  the  turn  of  the 
republican  candidates  to  speak  they  were  interrupted  by  noise  and  confusion  created 
by  democratic  bullies,  and  subjected  to  all  kinds  of  insults.  On  the  21st  day'of  August 
the  Hayes  and  Wbeeler  club  of  Gainesville  held  a  meeting  in  the  school-house.  It  was 
anooQnced  that  the  question  of  the  condition  of  the  county  finances  was  to  be  discussed. 
I  was  one  of  the  speakers,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting  a  man  named  J.  B.  Brown, 
a  merchant  of  that  place,  presented  himself  in  the  meeting,  and  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  address  the  club  on  the  topic  stated. 

Q.  Is  he  a  democrat  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  prominent  democrat.  Permission  was  granted 
to  him,  and  he  spoke  at  some  length,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  greatest  deference 
and  re^)ect  by  the  members  of  the  club.  I  replied  to  him,  meeting  his  arguments  in  a 
gentlemanly  manner,  without  the  use  of  an  abusive  epithet.  When  about  half  through 
mj  remarks  the  building  was  fired  into  by  democrats,  through  a  window  directly  in 
front  of  me,  and,  almost  at  the  same  instant,  through  another  window  to  the  n^ht  of 
vbere  I  was  standing ;  and  the  meeting  was  broken  up  in  confusion.  This  was  simply 
&  single  instance  coming  under  my  own  observation  of  the  means  used  by  the  demo- 
crato  to  break  up  republican  meetings,  and  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  the  policy  on 
which  the  campaign  was  to  be  conducted.  I  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  cam- 
paign, have  met  tne  democratic  speakers  on  the  stump,  and  have  frequently  heard 
tbem  urge  the  Mississippi  policy  as  the  proper  policy  to  be  pursued  here.  Another  in- 
^^A&oe  of  the  manner  in  which  the  democrats  conducted  the  campaign  may  be  seen  in 
the  fioUowing  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  democrats  in  Jeffer- 
wn  County.    I  have  the  resolutions,  as  they  appeared  in  the  paper. 
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Q.  Jost  read  them.   What  paper  did  they  appear  in  f — A.  The  Weekly  ConstitatioD. 
Q.  Is  that  a  democratic  paper  f — ^A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Published  where  f — A.  At  Monticello.    This  bears  the  date  of  November  9, 1876. 
Q.  That  was  after  the  election  T — A.  After  the  election. 

Q.  Read  the  whole  thing,  including  the  editorial  remarks  at  the  commencement— 
A.  (Reading)^ 

"STAND  BY  YOUR  PLEDGE. 

"  The  campaign  is  now  over  and  the  contest  is  decided,  but  there  remains  a  very  im- 
portant duty  for  the  people  of  Jefferson  to  perform.  That  they  will  discharge  it  with 
impartialif.y,  even  though  it  may  conflict  with  their  individual  interests,  we  have  not 
a  doubt.  It  is  embrac^  in  the  following?  resolutions  adopted  and  frequently  reiter- 
ated by  the  reformers  during  the  campaign ;  and  we  call  upon  every  man  to  enfoice 
them  to  the  very  letter,  to  wit : 

"  I.  That  we  pledge  ourselves,  each  to  the  other,  by  our  sacred  honor,  to  give  the 
first  preference  in  all  thin^  to  those  men  who  vote  for  reform  ;  and  that  we  give  the 
second  preference  in  all  things  to  those  who  do  not  vote  at  all. 

"  2.  That  we  affirm  the  principle  that  thoy  who  vote  for  high  taxes  should  pay  them, 
and  that  in  employing  or  hiring  or  renting  land  to  any  such  persons  as  vote  for  liigh 
taxes,  in  all  such  coses  a  distinction  of  25  per  cent.,  or  one-fourth,  be  made  against  such 
persons.  That  merchants,  lawyers,  and  doctors,  in  extending  credit  to  such  persons, 
make  the  same  distinction. 

**  3.  That  in  all  such  cases  we  extend  as  little  credit  or  use  of  our  means  as  possible, 
leaving  tbem  to  tlieir  chosen  friends. 

**  4.  That  in  the  ensuing  year  we  positively  refuse  to  re-employ  one  out  of  every  three 
who  may  then  be  upon  our  places  and  who  votetl  against  reform  and  low  taxes ;  and 
that  a  list  of  all  such  persons  be  published  in  the  Constitution,  in  order  that  we  may 
know  our  friends  from  onr  enemies. 

"  5.  That  we  consider  it  dishonorable  and  unneighborly  for  any  farmer,  planter, 
merchant,  lawyer,  doctor,  or  any  other  person  to  violate  any  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions." 

These  resolutions  received  the  indorsement  of  the  democratic  party  throughout  the 
State  ;  and  in  my  own  county  all  the  influences  set  forth  in  them  were  employed  to 
deter  the  colored  people  from  voting  for  the  republican  candidates. 

Since  the  close  of  the  campaign  my  own  efforts  and  the  efforts  of  other  republicans 
to  prevent  the  democrats  from  robbing  us  of  our  victory  has  provoked  their  animosity 
to  such  an  extent  that  I  am  advised  by  my  friends  that  it  would  be  unsafe  for  me  to 
return  to  my  home,  because  of  threats  of  violence  ;  and  my  friends  in  Gainesville  be- 
lieve that  should  I  go  there  at  present  these  threats  would  be  carried  out. 

The  feeling  of  bitterness  thus  engendered  has  been  intensified  by  the  incendiary  ar- 
ticles of  attack  made  by  the  democratic  papers  and  especially  by  the  Jacksonville 
Press.  I  was  assaulted  the  other  day  in  a  cowardly  manner  by  one  of  the  editors  of 
that  paper,  which  assault  was  unprovoked  and  made  under  the  pretense  that  I  had 
jostled  him  on  the  streets  ;  but  the  only  excuse  for  it  was  that  I  was  a  republican,  for 
I  never  had  any  personal  dealings  or  acquaintance  with  the  man. 

I  have  in  my  possession  several  letters  from  friends  of  mine  living  in  Gktinesville, 
advising  me  not  to  return  there.  [Handing  letters  to  the  chairman.]  I  have  had  sev- 
eral more 

Q.  Are  these  letters  which  you  have  received  since  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  the  handwriting  of  the  persons  and  know  the  individuals  f — A.  Yes, 
sir.  One  is  from  the  mail-agent  who  'passes  from  Fernandina  to  Gainesville — passing 
throngh  Gainesville  nearly  every  day. 

Q.  Read  that  letter. — A.  I  would  prefer,  for  the  sake  of  my  friend,  not  to  give  the 
names  of  the  parties. 

Senator  Coopkr.  Wb  want  the  names,  of  course. 

The  Chairman.  Let  the  names  come. 

Senator  Teller.  I  do  not  see  that  anything  would  be  gained  by  having  the  names. 

Senator  Cooper.  Except  I  want  the  parties.     Do  you  rule  this  aa  competent? 

Senator  Tkixek.  In  order  to  summon  the  parties  ? 

Senator  Cooper.  Of  course ;  they  are  the  proper  persons  to  testify. 

Senator  Teller.  The  fact  that  he  received  the  letters,  that  might  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  These  letters  which  you  have  received  have  convinced  you  that  it  would  be  un- 
safe to  return  to  tliat  county  ? — A.  My  friends  are  satisfied  ui>on  thA  point.  1  have  no 
means  of  judging  txcept  from  their  representations. 

Q.  What  is  your  feeling  with  reference  to  the  matter! — A.  I  have  no  doubt  I  would 
be  subject  to  an  attack. 

Q.  Have  you  been  there  since  the  election  f — A.  I  have. 

Q.  At  what  time  were  you  there,  and  who  with  f — A.  I  was  there  until  the  county 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY   OP   L.    G.   DENNIS.  47 

eaoTass  was  completed.  I  thea  went  to  Tallahassee.  The  canvass  was  completed  on 
the  13th  of  NoYember ;  the  election  was  held  on  the  7th.  I  remained  at  Tallahassee 
about  fire  days,  and  then  retarned  to  Gainesville.  While  there^  my  friends  were  very 
aiudons  that  I  shonld  not  remain,  and  I  never  traveled  alone.  I  did  not  go  ont  of  mv 
boose  at  night.  I  have  friends  there  who  are  ready  to  protect  me,  and  I  felt  that  with 
their  protection  I  was  safe.  I  believe  I  am  safer  in  GainesviUe  than  in  any  other 
place,  bat  1  wonld  not  go  up  and  get  off  at  any  way -station  on  the  Florida  Railroad, 
to  stay  over  night,  for  anything  less  than  the  amount  I  valae  my  life  at. 

REPUBLICAN  LEGISLATORS  KILLED. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  republican  senate  ra  or  representatives  who  have  been  killed  in 
this  State  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  have  been  some  four  or  five  republican  members  of  the 
legislature  killed  since  1868. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ? — A.  Senator  Krimminger. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  1  have  forgotten  the  date — some  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Q.  Where  was  he  killed? — A.  At  his  home;  shot  npon  his  own  porch  when  he  was 
sitting  there  smoking. 

Q.  Any  one  else? — A.  Senator  Johnson  was  killed  abont  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

Q.  A^Tiere  was  he  killed?— A.  He  wa  killed  at  his  home  on  the  Florida  Railroad,  at 
a  place  about  a  mile  from  a  station  known  as  Callahan. 

Q.  Was  there  a  tie  in  the  senate  between  the  political  parties? — A*  Yes,  sir;  a  tie 
of  twelve  republicans  and  twelve  democrats.  The  assassination  of  Senator  Johnson 
gave  the  democrats  a  mtgority. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  senators  or  members  of  the  legislature  kille<l  ? — A.  There 
were  two  other  members  of  the  legislature — one  named  Yearly.  He  was  a  resident  of 
one  of  the  western  counties,  I  don't  remember  which  county  now  ;  and  another  member 
of  the  assembly  named  Mabouey.     He  was  a  resident  of  Columbia  Couuty. 

TIIE  ASSASSINATION   OF  SENATOR  JOHNSON. 

Q.  What  county  was  Johnson  a  resident  of? — A.  Columbia  County.  At  the  time  of 
the  assassination  he  was  engaged  in  the  turpentine  basiuess  in  another  county.  He 
had  been  located  there  about  a  couple  of  months.  He  was  killed  in  Nassau  County. 
He  employed  quite  a  number  of  hands,  and  it  is  the  custom  in  this  country  when  hands 
are  away  from  town  to  furnish  them  with  rations.  He  had  been  distributing  rations  to 
them  and  was  walking  from  his  store-house  with  a  light  in  his  hands  when  be  was  shot 
in  the  back  of  the  head  by  a  double-barreled  shot-gun. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  democrat  that  has  not  died  a  natural  death  in  this  State  ? — 
A.  I  know  of  no  democratic  member  of  the  legislature  that  has  ever  been  molested. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  Alachua  County  at  the  time  of  the  canvass  of  the  votes  ? — A.  Yes, 
eir. 

Q.  At  Archer  precinct  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  canvass  took  place  at  Gainesville,  the  county- 
seat    I  was  there  on  that  day. 

ARCHEK   PRECINCT. 

Q.  A  question  has  been  agitated  before  the  members  of  the  committee  about  Archer 
precinct,  No.  1  and  2.  Are  you  aware  of  your  own  knowledge  that  they  were  held  in 
the  same  building  or  at  some  distance  apart  ? — A.  I  am  not  aware  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge of  any  precinct  but  Archer.  I  have  heard  it  reported  by  inspectors  that  both 
boxes  were  in  the  same  building — box  No.  1  in  one  end  and  box  No.  2  at  the  other  end — 
and  the  ballots  were  received  there  through  a  window. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  this  is  true  ? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Q.  You  hav^  no  doubt  about  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  the  republican  vote  in  Archer  precinct,  No.  1  and  No.  2,  as  compared 
with  the  elections  of  previous  years  ? — A.  There  was  an  enormous  democratic  gain  at 
that  precinct.  In  1872  the  democratic  vote  poll»-d  at  that  precinct  was  only  44.  In 
1^4,  the  democratic  member  of  Congress,  Finley,  received  only  25,  and  at  this  election 
they  claimed  to  have  received  230. 

Q.  How  was  the  republican  vote  ? — A.  The  republican  vote  has  always  been  abont — 
I  eiDnot  say  definitely — between  three  and  four  hundred. 

Q.  What  was  the  republican  vote  this  year  at  that  precinct,  if  you  remember  about 
itt— A.  This  year  it  was  something  like  450. 

Q.  At  both  precincts  ? — A.  Both  boxes  of  Archer.  Archer  is  a  precinct ;  but  for  the 
pwpose  of  accommodating  the  voters  we  establish  two  boxes  there.  It  was  box  No. 
1  and  box  No.  2  at  the  precinct  of  Archer. 

Q.  Were  there  any  causes  why  there  should  be  a  large  increase  of  the  vote  of  either 
pu^  there  ?— A.  I  know  of  no  legitimate  cause  why  the  ilemocratic  vote  should  have 

wen  increased.    There  have  been  no  immigrants  of  the  democratic  persuasion  to  add 
to  that  vote  that  I  know  of,  except  it  might  be  a  single  instance— one  or  two. 
^  Q.  How  was  it  with  reference  to  the  republican  vote  ? — A.  The  republican  vote  has 
lOGreased  there  constantly,  and  is  increasing,  from  the  fact  that  a  large  tract  of  govern- 
flKQt  land  in  that  county  is  being  taken  up  ny  colored  people  as  homesteads. 
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OBJECTION. 

Senator  Cooper.  I  objeot  to  the  written  statement,  not  because  it  is  written,  bat 
the  facts  are  incompetent. 

The  Chairbian.  By  which  facts  you  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  political  history  of 
the  State. 

Senator  Cooper.  Anything  prior  to  1874,  of  coarse. 

(The  objection  was  overruled.) 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  voting  at  Archer  precinct  at  all  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Personally? — A.  No,  sir;  no  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  Nor  have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  murder  of  these  men  yon  spoke 
of  f — A.  Of  the  members  of  the  legislature  T 
Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  witness  it. 
Q.  Yon  haven't  any  personal  knowledge  on  the  snbject  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

THE  murder  op  JOHNSON. 

Q.  You  have  only  rumor  t — A.  It  is  not  entirely  based  upon  rumor.  It  is  the  report 
of  parties  who  did  see  it,  and  the  reported  proceedings  of  the  trial  that  took  place  of 
a  man  named  Richard,  who  was  arrested  and  tried  for  the  murder  of  Johnson. 

Q.  Was  that  reportend  in  the  press — in  the  papers  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  paper ;  do  you  remember  f — A.  In  the  papers  of  the  State. 

Q.  Can  you  get  the  paper  which  included  the  report? — A.  I  presume  I  can  }  I  have 
got  a  file  at  home.    I  have  filed  all  the  papers  giving  the  entire  proceedings. 

Q.  Is  that  the  character  of  your  information  as  to  each  of  these  cases  which  yon 
report  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  my  knowledge  is  from  the  newspapers. 

Q.  From  the  newspapers  entirely  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  iro  m  the  fact  that  these  men 
have  disapfieared. 

Q.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  that  ? — A.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
their  having  been  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  a  member  now  of  the  legislature  ? — A.  I  have  the  same  knowledge  that 
I  have  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  killed. 

Q.  Yon  were  a  member  of  the  senate  at  the  time  Senator  Johnson  was  there  ? — A^ 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  his  successor  was  elected  ? — A.  His  successor  was  not  elected  until  this 
election. 

Q.  His  seat  was  vacant  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  A  year  before  the  constitutional  amendment 
changing  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  from  annual  to  biennial  had  been  ratified  that 
season,  and  the  interpretation  placed  on  the  action  of  the  legislature  by  the  governor 
and  the  supreme  court  was  that  the  amendment  took  effect  at  that  time,  and  for  that 
reason  the  legislature  did  not  convene  last  year — a  year  ago  this  next  month ;  so  that 
we  had  no  session  of  the  legislature  last  winter,  and  no  necessity  for  a  re-election. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  There  was  no  session  of  the  legislature  at  which  that  seat  was  vacant  ? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 


the  vote  and  population  of  archer  precinct. 

Gainesville,  January  8,  1877. 
L.  G.  Dennis  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  the  list  of  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  in  1872  and  the  one  of  1874  ? — 
Answer.  I  have. 

Q.  Is  either  of  them  official? — A.  I  have  the  published  list — ^both  official— of  the 
precinct  of  Archer  in  1872,  taken  from  the  official  return,  as  it  appeared  at  the  time  in 
the  clerk's  office. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  was  there  at  the  time  ? — A.  I  took  the  list  from  the  clerk's 
office  myself  and  arranged  it  in  tabular  form  for  the  printer. 

Q.  Was  it  printed  as  yon  arranged  it  ?— A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  box  at  that  time  ? — A.  But  one. 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  ? — A.  For  the  republican  candidate  for  governor,  231 ;  for  the 
democratic  candidate,  44. 

Q.  Now,  have  you  the  list  for  1874  ? — A.  I  have  the  official  minutes  of  the  board  of 
canvassers  while  canvassing  the  vote  of  the  different  precincts  of  this  county. 
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Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  box  at  that  time  T — A.  There  was  bat  one  in  1874. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  in  1874  f — ^A.  The  repablioan  vote  was  293  and  the  demo- 
cratic vote  25. 

Q.  I  believe  jon  stated  in  yonr  testimony  the  other  day  that  that  neighborhood  had 
become  more  iK>paloas  with  colored  people  since  that  time  T— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  caase  of  that ;  did  you  state  itf — A.  From  the  fact  that  the  Gov- 
ernment land  in  that  vicinity  is  beins  boneht  much  more  than  elsewhere  in  the  coun- 
try, and  it  has  been  settled  by  colored  people  who  have  taken  up  homesteads,  and  also 
from  the  fact  that  another  settlement  voted  at  that  precinct  at  tnis  election  that  never 
voted  there  before. 

Q.  What  precinct  was  it  T— A.  The  precinct  of  Long  Pond  and  Saint  Joseph's.  Saint 
Joseph's  is  as  near  to  this  place  as  to  Archer,  but  they  voted  there  this  time  bv  the  in- 
floence  of  Archer  people,  who  desired  to  increase  that  vote  as  much  as  possible. 

Q.  They  voted  at  Archer  in  preference  to  voting  at  Gainesville  T — A.  Id  preference 
to  voting  at  this  place.    They  usaally  voted  at  this  place. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  This  Long  Pond  and  the  other  precincts  you  have  mentioned  are  still  precincts  ? 
SaiDt  Joseph's  poll  is  a  precinct  still  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  they  vote  there  t — A.  No,  sir ;  not  voting-precincts. 

Q.  Neither  of  them? — A.  No,  sir;  Half  Moon,  Pineville,  Wacahota,  Long  Pond,  and 
Saint  Joseph's,  and  part  of  the  precinct  of  Pleasant  Plain,  all  voted  at  Archer  at  this 
election. 
The  following  table  of  the  vote  of  Alachua  County  is  admitted  in  evidence : 
S.  Bep.  611,  pt.  2 4 
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ARCHER  PRECINCT,  POLL  NUMBER  TWO. 

Gainesville,  January  5, 1877. 

Richard  H.  Black  sworn  and  examiDed. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QaestioD.  Were  you  an  officer  of  the  election  on  the  7th  of  November  last  at  Archer 
precinct  t — Answer.  I  was. 

Q.  Which  box  t— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Which  end  of  the  building  was  that  in  f — A.  The  north  end  of  the  bnilding. 

Q.  Ko.  1  f  was  that  in  the  soath  end  f — A.  The  south  end. 

Q.  Were  they  in  the  same  room,  or  was  it  divided  by  a  partition  f— A.  It  was  divided 
by  a  partition.    It  was  a  small  room  off  the  one  used  as  a  store. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  officers  of  the  election  f — A.  Green  R,  Moore,  Floyd  Dukes. 

Q.  Who  else  ? — A.  Thomas  H.  Vance,  clerk. 

Q.  You  were  an  inspector  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  inspector  t — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Was  there  a  United  States  supervisor  there  ? — A.  I  had  an  appointment  myself  as 
BQcb,  but,  being  an  inspector,  I  did  not  act  in  that  capacity. 

Q.  Which  of  these  officers  were  sworn  in,  and  who  swore  them  in  T — A.  I  was  sworn 
in,  Floyd  Dukes  was  sworn  in,  and  the  clerk. 

Q.  By  whom  f — A.  Green  R.  Moore,  one  of  the  inspectors. 

Q.  By  whom  was  he  sworn  T  Did  he  state  ?— A.  He  did  not  state  to  me  directly. 
He  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  there,  and  already  a  sworn  officer. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  making  the  canvass  ?  How  did  you  proceed  with  it  f— A.  In 
the  morning  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir.    Tou  received  the  votes  and  then  made  the  canvass  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Describe  the  canvass.  How  did  yon  proceed  ? — ^A.  Tes,  sir.  We  proceeded  first, 
on  the  morning  when  the  time  arrived,  after  taking  the  oath,  to  open  tne  poll,  and  an- 
Doonced  that  we  were  ready  to  receive  the  votes ;  Dukes  taking  a  center  seat,  like 
where  I  am  now,  Moore  on  the  left,  and  I  on  the  right.  We  had  two  registration-lists. 
The  clerk  was  furnished  with  one  and  I  had  one ;  and  as  each  voter  came  up  and  called 
his  name,  we  would  look  to  see  if  it  was  on  the  list — immediately  the  clerk  and  my- 
self would  look  up  and  down  one  side  of  the  roll  of  names  to  see  if  we  could  find  the 
name. 

Q.  Did  each  of  the  inspectors  check  the  party's  name  on  each  list,  or  you  on  one 
list  and  he  on  the  other  ? — A.  I  checked  some.  I  don't  knew  whether  the  others 
checked.    Moore  took  a  list.    I  don't  know  whether  he  checked  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  more  than  one  list  f — A.  Two  lists. 

Q.  Can  you  teU  by  the  looks  of  that  list  [registration-list  handed  to  witness]  if  it 
shows  whether  it  was  the  one  you  had,  or  the  one  Moore  had,  by  the  names  there 
checked  on  it,  or  the  mode  of  checking  ? — A.  This  list  was  so  made  up  that  we  were  all 
considerably  bothered.  It  made  us  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  I  am  not  certain,  but  this 
looks  very  much  like  the  one  I  used  myself. 

Q.  Y'ou  do  not  know  whether  both  checked  on  each  list  or.  not  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not 
check  them  all  myself.    I  know  a  number  of  names  I  could  not  find,  nor  the  clerk. 

Q.  Were  they  sworn  in  f — A.  Sworn  in  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  check  all  the  names  that  were  found  in  the  list  f— A.  When  I  found  them 
I  would  check  on  my  list. 

Q.  If  he  found  them  on  his  list  would  you  check  them  on  yours  f — A.  He  had  the 
list  sometimes.  I  don't  know  that  he  checked  them  all.  He  is  a  very  poor  reader,  and 
it  was  hajrd  to  find  them.  At  least  he  said  so.  The  clerk  would  say,  "  Look  over  the 
list;"  and  I  would  look  over  a  while,  and  we  would  change  about  that  way. 

Q.  Are  some  names  not  checked  on  the  registration-list  at  all  f— A.  I  am  certain  that 
thftt  was  the  case. 

Q.  Did  Dukes  have  this  same  list  to  check  upon  f — A.  Ko,  sir ;  he  received  the 
tickets. 

Q.  Did  the  other  inspector,  have  the  same  list  f — A.  We  had  two  lists.  We  would 
partly  change  about  and  relieve  one  another.    I  think  Mr.  Moore 

Q.  Was  one  checked  by  him  T— A.  I  think  it  was.  I  know  he  would  use  one,  and 
the  clerk  used  one.    I  think  he  did  check  some. 

Q.  Proceed  as  to  the  manner  in  which  you  went  on. — A.  Well,  after  we  got  through 
^th  the  votes,  at  sunset,  we  gave  notice  that  we  were  about  to  close  the  polls  and  those 
who  had  not  voted  should  come  forward  and  poll  their  votes.  A  few  minutes  after,  we 
^  80  and  we  got  the  key  from  Mr.  Moore.    He  had  the  key. 

Q.  Had  all  apparently  voted  that  wished  to  vote  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  stopped  several 

ininntes,  until  it  was  quite  dark,  so  that  we  had  to  get  lights.    I  opened  the  box  and 

.  took  the  place  of  Dukes,  so  as  to  get  beside  the  box.    He  told  me  I  had  better  read  off 

ttd  the  clerk  tally  as  I  read  the  names  out  of  the  box ;  and  I  continued  reading  them. 

Ai  I  came  to  the  tickets  headed  democratic,  I  would  read  off  the  electors,  governor, 
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and  State  ticket  all  the  way  throughoat,  and  the  republican  ticket  in  the  same  w^ 
until  we  completed  the  canvass. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  through  f— A.  I  am  not  certain.  It  was  late  in  the  night 
when  we  got  through. 

Q.  You  did  not  adioum  until  you  got  through  f— A.  No,  sir ;  never  adjourned  that 
night  until  we  did  all  we  had  to  do,  with  the  exception  of  jnst  putting  the  returns  into 
envelopes.    I  had  some  official  envelopes  at  my  house  which  I  used. 

THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  TIIE  VOTE. 

Q.  Before  making  up  your  certificate  you  made  announcement  of  the  result  ?— A. 
Yes,  felr. 

Q.  Who  announced  it  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  whose  presence  f — A.  I  could  not  state  who  was  out  there. 

Q.  Were  all  the  officers  of  the  election  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  room. 

Q.  Were  there  other  people  besides  the  officers  of  election  standing  around  ? — ^A.  All 
at  the  window,  waiting  anxiously  for  the  announcement. 

Q.  You  announced  the  result ;  how  T — A.  Five  hundred  and  thirty-five  votes  cast- 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  republican  votes. 

Q.  How  many  democratic  ? — A.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Q.  Was  that  the  true  result  f — ^A.  That  was  the  true  result,  with  the  exception  of  one 
ticket  folded  up,  at  least  doubled.  We  had  decided,  on  account  of  them  being  together, 
that  it  had  better  be  destroyed.  After  consulting  about  the  matter  we  concluded,  then, 
to  wait  and  see  how  the  number  cast  compared  with  the  tally-sheet.  After  comparing 
with  the  list  we  found  this  ticket  had  ^ot  in  there  by  some  means  or  other,  and  \ire 
destroyed  it.    That  was  the  only  exception. 

Q.  Did  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  agree  with  the  poll-list,  with  that  excep- 
tion?— A.  Yes,  sir;  with  that  exception. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  do  ?— A.  After  that  I  assisted  the  clerk.    I  took  one  of  the 
returns  and  sigtied  my  name,  and  signed  the  name  of  Floyd  Dukes,  asking  him  to  toach 
the  pen.    He  touched  it  on  this  return-list ;  and  then  Moore  came  up,  and  afterward     j 
he  signed  his  name ;  and  after  that,  I  think,  Mr.  Vance,  the  clerk,  signed  his  name. 

Q.  Did  any  one  oi  the  inspectors  or  officers  of  the  election  make  objection  that  that  ' 
was  not  the  true  result,  and  interfere  at  the  time  ? — A.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  AU  passed 
oflf  quietly.  Just  as  quietly  as  it  is  here  now.  We  were  only  glad  to  get  out  of  there. 
Had  been  all  day  there  without  anything  at  all ;  only  ten  minutes  at  dinner.  Two  of 
us  went  out  before  the  others.  We  adjourned  thirty  minutes,  but  we  did  not  stay  ont 
that  long. 

Q.  Who  took  charge  of  the  returns  and  the  box  T— A.  I  took  charge  of  the  box  and 
the  returns. 

Q.  With  the  consent  of  the  other  officers  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  they  sealed  up  f— A.  The  box  was  sealed  over  the  top  with  paper  and 
with  sealing-wax — over  the  top ;  and  this  round  hole  in  the  box,  that  was  sealed  in  the 
presence  of  the  officers,  who  were  all  there,  with  brown  sealing-wax  that  I  had. 

Q.  Was  fhere  any  other  wax  put  on  the  box  f — A.  There  was  afterward.  This  was 
a  small  piece  I  had.  After  we  left  and  closed  up  for  the  evening  I  took  the  box,  and 
Mr.  Vance  accompanied  me  to  the  house  to  get  somethinpr  to  eat.  We  had  not  been  to 
dinner  or  supper.  We  had  not  been  in  the  house  any  time  before.  A  couple  of  men 
came  in  and  asked  if  I  had  the  box  in  there.  I  told  them  I  had.  They  thought  that 
the  box  ought  to  go  to  Gainesville  that  night.  Mr.  Vance  said  he  would  like  to  do  so ; 
but  I  told  him  I  was  tired.  However,  if  tney  thought  that  that  would  be  the  best,  I 
had  just  as  leave  do  it.  I  told  them  I  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  it.  So  they  sat 
there  for  some  time.    They  said  they  wanted  the  box,  anyhow. 

Q.  Who  were  these  men  T — A.  John  Helveston  and  the  other, Howard. 

Q.  Were  they  white  men  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Democrats  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  CUSTODY  OF  THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

Q.  You  say  they  wanted  to  take  the  box  f  — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  aU  they  asked  me. 
They  wanted  me  to  take  the  votes  up  or  let  them  do  it. 

Q.  You  declined  to  let  them  go  out  of  ^our  hands  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  told  them  it  waa  per- 
fectlv  safe.  I  have  one  large  room.  It  is  a  large  log  house,  and  I  had  a  little  toy-house 
for  the  cuildren  about  four  feet  high.  On  the  roof  of  this  I  had  the  box  in  a  conspicuous 
place,  where  every  one  could  see  it.  Sometime  after  some  of  the  deputy  marshals — ^three 
of  them— came,  Toby  Adams,  Frank  Brown,  and  Dave  Brown.  These  young  men  left 
then,  and  went  out  of  my  house.  I  heard  some  loud  talking  at  the  gate,  and  shortly  after 
there  came  in  Samuel  Tucker,  E.  S.  Carew,  and  one  named  Carlisle,  (I  don't  know  what 
his  first  name  is,)  and  the  other.  Wade  Geiger.  They  came  in  and  insisted  that  I  should 
take  that  box  out  of  the  house  to  some  place  where  they  designated  it  to  go.  I  don't  know 
which  of  them  made  the  proposition  to  bring  the  box  to  Gainesville.  I  said  I  bad  no 
objection  to  that,  but  you  must  get  a  conveyance  to  do  so.    I  said  nothing  more  to 
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them.  My  wife  said  there  was  something  wrong  abont  it.  Some  of  these  men  we 
knew  very  well.  I  said  I  did  not  believe  1  would  do  so  unless  they  got  a  team.  They 
went  out  to  get  a  team  for  about  a  half  an  hour,  I  think ;  owing  to  the  excitement  of 
the  time  I  could  not  tell  exactly.  They  then  came  back  to  my  gate,  and  I  told  one  of 
the  deputy  marshals  to  tell  them  that  this  was  my  private  house  and  I  did  not  care  to 
be  bothered.  About  this  time  a  man  came  in — I  can't  tell  who :  I  could  not  recognize 
the  voice ;  some  of  the  other  witnesses  would  know— and  said  the  people  were  msucing 
load  threats  down  in  the  town  as  to  what  they  would  do  if  I  did  not  give  that  box  upv 
I  did  not  hear  that,  only  this  rumor.  I  then  decided  not  to  take  the  box  out  of  the 
hoafle  until  morning.  A  train  would  pass  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten,  not  later 
than  that,  and  that  was  my  only  chance  to  get  it  over  to  Gainesville.  I  decided  not  to 
go  that  night,  and  some  men  hearing  this  rumor  came  up  to  my  house  and  offered  to 
stay  there  and  help  guard  the  box.  They  were  some  of  the  republicans.  I  don't  know 
abont  what  time— it  was  early  in  the  rooming— we  heard  a  train  arriving,  and  just  as 
the  momine  was  breaking  a  train  came  up  from  Cedar  Keys.  It  was  a  very  rare  thing  for 
one  down  there  to  come  up  at  that  hour.  It  was  an  extra.  Some  one  said  there  was 
a  train  coming  from  the  Keys.  It  was  a  freight-train  and  had  a  passenger-car  at- 
tached to  the  end  of  it.  Finidly,  Green  R.  Moore  came  up  and  said  to  me,  **  Now  is  a 
good  chance,  migor,  to  take  this  box.''  Mr.  Vance  agreed  and  so  did  some  of  the  mar- 
shals. I  said,  **  That  is  Just  the  thing  precisely ;  but  I  am  not  going  unless  some  one 
goes  with  me."  One  of  the  deputy  marshals  was  Toby  Adams  and  Frank  Brown  was 
the  other,  and  they  and  Greeen  R.  Moore  and  myself— I  don't  know  now  whether  there 
were  any  other  persons  along  or  not,  those  names  I  remember — got  on  the  train  and 
we  took  the  box  and  kept  it  until  I  arrived  here  at  the  depot.  I  hastily  came  right  up 
town  with  Mr.  Vance,  and  went  up  to  his  house  with  the  box  and  staid  with  the  box 
nntil  the  next  morning. 

Q.  You  mean  until  the  eighth  or  ninth  f — A.  Until  the  morning  of  the  eighth.  It 
was  in  the  same  morning.  He  went  out  early  and  came  back  and  told  me  the  clerk's 
office  was  not  open  yet.  We  supposed  that  the  clerk's  office  might  open  earlier  than 
osual  on  account  of  receiving  the  boxes.  Every  one  was  inquiring  about  the  return  s. 
I  told  him  I  would  remain  ^uiet  and  make  myself. easy ;  that  I  did  not  want  to  sleep 
at  all ;  ^d  he  went  off  again ;  and  when  he  did  come  back  again,  it  was  getting  up 
in  the  hours  of  the  day.  It  could  not  have  been  earlier  than  ten  o'clock,  but  some  time 
between  that  and  noon.  I  then  took  the  box  from  the  room  where  it  was,  and  imme- 
diately went  from  his  house  to  the  office,  turning  over  the  box  to  the  clerk  of  the  court, 
and  giving  him  one  return  and  giving  the  judge  of  the  probate,  Judge  Cessna,  another 
return. 

'  Q.  Was  the  box  opened  by  anybody  or  handled  in  any  way  or  interfered  with  in  its 
contents,  from  the  time  you  received  it  from  your  brother  inspectors  and  officers  cmtil 
the  time  you  handed  it  over  to  Mr.  Webster  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  under  my  eye  all  the 
time  excepting  for  a  few  moments,  which  I  forgot  to  mention,  when  I  was  called  out 
by  an  inspector  who  appeared  at  my  house,  Mr.  Blitch;  I  forgot  to  mention  that  one 
time. 

Q.  How  long  were  yon  gone  f — A.  I  was  out  about  five  or  six  minutes. 

Q.  Whan  you  came  back,  was  the  box  in  the  place  where  you  left  it  f — A.  The  box 
was  right  there  ;  the  marsnals  were  there,  and  I  know  it  was  never  touched.  He  sent 
for  me.  I  found  him  at  that  hour  of  the  night  with  his  box  under  his  arm,  and  he 
insisted  upon  my  going  with  him— he  bringing  his  box,  and  I  taking  my  box  to  some 
lafe  place.  I  said,  *'  You  are  an  inspector,  and  we  are  distinct  ]>olls ;  I  don't  see  the 
use  of  it:  I  don't  see  that  yon  are  doing  right  out  with  the  box  on  the  streets  this 
way."  He  said  something  about  the  noise.  I  said  to  him, "  We  are  responsible  if  any- 
thing should  happen.  Take  care  of  vour  own  box :  it  is  a  distinct  poll ;  who  has  got 
your  key  T"  He  said,  "  Jones  has  it.''  "  Where  is  Jones  T"  "  Jones  has  gone  home." 
**  Well,'*  says  I,  "  that  is  all  right."  At  this  time  there  were  two  or  three  white  men  a 
little  in  the  rear  of  him.  I  returned  to  the  house,  and  staid  there  nntil  I  embarked  on 
the  train. 

Q.  Who  was  Blitch ;  a  white  man  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  the  inspectors  at  No.  1  box. 

Q.  A  democrat  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  put  in  the  box  at  the  time  it  was  sealed  up  T— A.  I  think  the  oath  of 
offiee,  and  I  believe  one  of  the  registration-lists ;  but  I  am  not  certain  about  that,  as, 
when  I  got  through  with  the  tickets,  when  I  was  reading  them  off,  I  just  passed  them 
to  one  of  the  other  inspectors.  After  closing  up,  Moore  made  the  remark,  "  You  fix  it 
npf  or  "Vance  (the  clerk)  will  fix  it  up." 

9.  That  is,  fix  the  certificate  T — A.  All  that  was  to  be  done— the  certificate,  &c.  He 
ttid,  "  Vance,  let  us  get  those  returns  all  shaped  up ;  all  the  other  papers  you  can 
•wange  afterward.    All  that  is  necessary  the  clerk  can  do ;"  or  something  in  that  way. 

Q.  Were  the  ballots  put  back  in  the  box  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  put  back  in  the  box. 

Q.  All  of  them  f— A.  As  far  as  I  know.  I  did  not  put  them  back  myself.  I  left  that 
to  the  care  of  the  others. 

Q.  Did  they  seem  to  be  the  same  quantity  you  counted  ?— A.  As  if  the  box  was  fullt 
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DariDg  the  day  it  was  so  fall  that  when  I  pnt  in  a  ticket  I  had  to  take  a  pencil  to 
make  room  for  it,  or  shake  the  bos  down.  The  box  was  apparently  very  full,  as  well 
as  I  can  remember.    The  tickets  were  loose  then. 

Q.  When  yon  finally  closed  and  sealed  np  the  box,  did  it  seem  to  be  full  of  tickets? 
—A.  I  could  not  say.  Of  coarse,  they  were  all  in  a  bundle.  The  box  was  very  full ; 
some  of  them  apparently  loose:  most  of  them  on  a  strinff.  We  had  a  needle  and 
thread,  and  threaded  some  of  them.  My  attention  was  called  away  at  that  time.  I 
passed  them.    I  first  handed  them  to  Moore ;  he  would  hand  them  to  Dakes. 

Q.  Were  the  ballots  all  put  back  in  the  box  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whom  f — A.  I  think  they  were  put  in  the  box  by  Moore ;  bat  I  can't  saj 
which  of  them. 

Q.  Did  any  party  endeavor  to  induce  you  to  sign  an  afiQdavit  that  the  returns  there 
were  false  and  fraudulent  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  those  parties  who  were  endeavoring  to  induce  you  to  do  this  f^A.  I 
was  at  my  house  on  Sunday  prior  to  the  day  of  the  final  count 

Q.  The  final  count  of  the  State  oanvassin^-board  f — ^A.  Of  the  county  canvass.  Theie 
was  a  gentleman  rode  bv  my  house  and  said  he  wished  to  call  on  me,  and  wanted  me 
to  come  down  to  the  railroad  office ;  that  he  wanted  to  see  me. 

Q.  Who  was  that  f — ^A.  £.  S.  Carew — ^Dr.  Carew.  He  came  into  the  house.  I  was 
out  in  the  yard.  I  heard  his  voice  myself  and  safd  nothing.  My  wife  told  me.  She 
said,  *'  The  doctor  wants  you  to  come  down  town.''  At  that  time  there  was  present  in 
my  house  Frank  Brown.  My  wife  said,  **  If  I  were  you  I  would  not  go."  I  did  not 
say  anything.  I  lust  wrote  down,  *^  Owing  to  the  excitement,  I  don't  think  it  advi- 
sable for  me  to  call  around  at  this  time."  I  gave  it  to  Frank  Brown  and  he  delivered 
it  to  Dr.  Carew,  and  I  am  certain  he  got  it,  for  he  came  to  my  house  about  an  hour 
afterwards.  After  talking  in  various  ways  regarding  the  family  and  other  things,  that 
he  had  been  up  to  Gainesville,  he  reproached  me  for  some  conversation  that  had  oc- 
curred on  Saturdav  evening — something  that  I  should  not  say  regarding  the  colored 
people.    I  laughea  at  it. 

▲  6UOOESTION  OF  PROFIT. 

Q.  Where  did  this  conversation  take  place  f — A.  At  my  house.  He  came  there  after 
I  sent  this  message  to  him  and  staid  some  time,  casnaliy  talking  about  the  election 
and  various  topics.  I  felt  rather  suspicions  of  something,  bnt  I  did  not  know  what. 
However,  he  said  to  me,  "By  the  way,  don't  you  want  to  sell  this  place  of  yours t" 
**  Yes,"  I  said ;  "  I  am  here  an  isolated  character,  away  from  every  one ;  ray  family  are 
suffering;  I  am  in  trouble;  I  am  miserably  poor  ;  have  lost  everything  I  had  in  this 
canvass ;  I  belong  to  the  poor  man's  part^.''    "  Now.  look  here,"  he  says,  **  what  will 

J^ou  take  for  your  place  T"  I  said,  '*  I  will  take  |306.  I  owe  aebts  here  that  would 
eave  me  (!&,  possibly,  and  clear  me  of  them,  and  relieve  me  a  great  deal." 
He  said  to  me,  "Well,  I  suppose  you  know  what  Green  R.  Moore  has  done, 
'  don't  youf"  Say^s  I, "  Yes,  I  do;  he  voted  the  republican  ticket;  he  says  he  has, 
anyhow,  and  I  think  he  did."  "  Well,"  says  he,  "  Green  has  made  a  statement  that  I 
would  like  to  have  you  make,"  or  something  to  that  effect.  He  took  his  pencil  out  of 
his  pocket.   I  had  a  newspaper  spread  on  a  little  table.    "  Well,"  savs  he, "  I  mean 

business."    He  wrote :  *•  If  you  will,  I  know  a  gentleman" When  he  got  there  he 

paused  and  said  to  my  wife,  "  Mrs.  Black,  do  vou  want  to  sell  your  place  f"  "  Yes, " 
she  said,  "  it  is  no  use  to  us ;  we  have  got  nothing,  and  we  can't  get  anything  for  it ; 
I  am  here,  away  fipom  everybody."  "  Yes,"  he  said,  "  I  don't  know  what  you  are  here 
for,  anyhow ;  it  is  no  place  for  folks  like  you."  Some  conversation  occurred  between 
him  and  her,  and  then  he  took  up  the  writing  again.  "  I  know  a  gentleman  who  will 
give  six  hundred  dollars  for  your  place,"  or  **  he  will  buy  your  place."  I  don't  know 
whether  he  then  stated  the  amount,  or,  whatever  occurred,  I  can't  go  over  the  whole 
conversation.  Immediately  after  that  he  looked  at  me  and  put  down  "  |600,"  and  s^ys, 
"  If  you  will  come  up  and  be  at  Gainesville  to-morrow  morning  by  nine  o'clock,  at 
Taylor's  office,  this  will  be  all  right."  I  said,  "  Why,  what  is  that  for  T'^  "  Well,"  says  he, 
"  you  can  make  that  affidavit  '^— or  sign  an  affidavit — "  there  as  to  the  number  of  votes 
that  Moord  has  made  out."  Says  he,  ''^Come  down  to  this.  180  and  136,  and  it  will  be  all 
right."  **Well,"  I  told  him,  "  no."  I  says,  "  I  will  tell  you,  doctor,  I  am  going  to 
Gainesville  in  the  morning,  if  I  can  get  a  horse.  The  court  sits  to-morrow,  and  this 
trial  goes  on  of  Williams.  His  friends  want  me  to  come  up  there.  They  are  both 
personal  friends  of  mine,  and  I  will  be  there."  He  talked  some  time  after  that  and 
left.  A  little  after  dark,  or  just  about  dark,  he  came  a^ain,  and  then  asked  me  iT  I 
was  forced  to  go  up  to  Gainesville.  I  told  him  not  specially  so.  "  Well,"  says  he,  **  I 
mean  business/'  and  went  on  out.  Then,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  o'clock 
at  ni^ht,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  somebody  came  to  my  house  and  hailed  for  me. 
My  wife  answered  them.  This  man  asked  if  I  was  in.  She  told  him  no ;  that  T  had 
stepped  out.  He  came  back  again  after  a  while.  She  told  him  I  was  not  in  this  tiitie 
a^n.  He  then  handed  her  a  note,  the  contents  of  which  I  have  to  take  from  her.  I 
did  not  see  it  myself.  She  read  it  that  "  Mr.  Taylor  was  on  his  way  from  Bronson  to 
Gainesville.    He  was  a  notary  public,  and  I  might  come  down  there  and  fix  that  mat- 
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ter  op."  This  I  dou't  know  anything  more  about;  than  what  she  states.  On  Monday 
moming  the  man  who  was  to  ^et  me  a  horse  failed,  and  I  did  not  get  down  in  time, 
and  the  grand  jury  concluded  I  would  not  come;  and  I  did  not  come  here  until  the 
following  Tuesday. 

Q.  Was  that  all  that  happened  ? — A.  That  was  all  that  happened  in  regard  to  that 
The  county  canvassers,  I  was  informed,  met  on  Tuesday  ana  counted  the  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  intend  at  any  time  to  take  the  |300  for  your  house  and  do  this  thing  f — 
A  Ko,  sir.  I  told  him  there  were  too  many  men  that  were  taking  money ;  that  Iwas 
a  repablican,  and  expected  to  be  that  as  long  as  I  lived.  I  had  no  idea  of  touching  it. 
At  tne  same  time  that  day  I  did  not  have  ten  cents  in  my  pocket. 

Q.  Who  was  present  during  this  conversation  between  Dr.  Carew  and  yourself  f~A. 
Nobody  bat  myself.  My  wite  and  my  little  boy  and  little  girl  were  out  in  the  kitchen. 
There  was  no  one  there  at  all  during  the  conversation  except  him  and  myself. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  in  that  neighborhqod  f — A.  x  es,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  colored  republicans  generally  f — A.  I  know  them  very  well. 
Quite  a  number  in  the  last  year  have  moved  into  our  county,  in  the  upper  sections.  I 
know  their  features ;  I  know  a  great  many  of  them.  I  mean  to  say  I  know  very  nearly 
over  three  hundred  persons ;  personally  know  them. 

RBPUBLIOAN  CLUBS. 

Q.  Have  you  a  republican  club  there  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  four  in  that  neighbor* 
hood. 

Q.  How  large  are  the  clubs  respectively ;  just  give  the  number  f — A.  The  Archer 
Haves  andfWheeler  club  numbered,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect — ^I  was  secretary  a  while 
and  then  president  of  the  club~>two  hundred  and  sixteen  members  belonging  to  it ; 
and  then  there  was  a  club  at  Long  Pond,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  other 
one,  which  had  something  in  the  neighborhood  of  seventy*two  members. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  at  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  in  the  Archer  precinct.  And  then  we 
bad  anotibier  at  Saint  Joseph,  which  numbered  something  like  fifty  or  sixty  members ; 
and  one  at  Pioeville.  with  I  don't  know  how  many  members.    It  is  a  large  club. 

Q.  Did  these  two  last  clubs  vote  at  Archer  f — A.  All  voted  at  ^i^cher. 

Q.  You  know  a  great  many  of  these  persons  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

IDENTlilCATION  OP  VOTERS. 

Q.  Will  yon  please  look  at  that  list  of  names,  [handing,]  and  name  any.  that  yon 
know  to  be  colored  republicans  who  you  know  to  have  voted  there  on  that 
day,  or  to  have  been  present  at  the  polls  on  that  day  t — A.  Frank  Brown,  known ; 
Ed.  Pune,  known ;  Tnomas  Mitchell,  known ;  Jesse  W^ls,  known :  James  Page, 
known;  Lewis  Lang,  known;  Ramsey  Mitchell,  known;  Fortune  Natiel,  known; 
George  Evans,  Imown ;  Spencer  Frazier,  known ;  William  Green,  known ;  Sanders  Wil- 
liams, known ;  Julius  Halsa,  known  j  Albert  Tyler,  known ;  Landv  Tyler,  known ; 
Samuel  BHaj,  known;  Ramdall  Dickerson,  known;  Ed.  Ford,  known;  Stephen 
Cataline, known :  Frank  Coleman,  known ;  Thomas  Haines,  known;  Allen  Brown, 
known ;  l^mnel  Milton,  known ;  Peter  Brown,  known ;  John  l^wn,  known ;  Caleb  Pe- 
terson, known ;  Abram  Hamilton,  known ;  Mack  Williams,  not  known ;  I  think  it  stands 
tor  Matthew. 
Q.  Whom  you  know  f — A.  I  know  he  voted. 
Q.  Yon  know  that  Bfatihew  Williams  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  cokuced  republican  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  colored  republican.  I  remember  him, 
for  he  had  a  case  in  court,  and  the  day  I  came  up  I  made  the  remark  to  him  that  **  you 
made  vour  escape  to  vote."  Moses  Brown,  known ;  Jesse  London,  known  ;  Lewis  Bed- 
ding, known ;  Henry  Peterson,  known ;  Pompey  Lawrence,  known ;  Wash.  Wilsop, 
known;  Bill  Jones, known ;  Reuben  Wilson, known ;  Jacob  Johnson,  known;  Edward 
Peterson.    There  are  three  sons  of  Peterson  who  voted. 

Q.  All  colored  republicans  f — A.  All  colored ;  there  are  two  or  three  sons — two  of  them 
voted  there.  The  others  live  farther  down.  Georffe  Edward,  known ;  Sanders  Quanty, 
not  known,  others  do  know  him;  I  don't  know  that  old  man;  Robert  Davis,  known; 
PiHnpey  Gaskins,  known :  Jerry  Tyler,  known ;  W.  Mosely ,  known.  There  is  one  name 
beie  I  don't  think  I  should  like  to  say  anything  about. 

Q.  [Handing.]  Just  look  at  that  list t— A.  Hardy  Adams,  known;  Adam  Days, 
known ;  Doc  Sogers,  known ;  William  Coleman,  known ;  Sam  Jones,  known ;  Abram 
BeddUd[,  known ;  January  McHagan,  known ;  £d.  Reynolds,  known ;  Ed.  Brown,  not 
known  by  me ;  Sam  Anderson,  not  known  by  me ;  I  think  he  lives  up  in  the  woods 
■omewheie;  Joshua  Coffee,  known;  Ed.  Brown,  known;  Thomas  Thomas,  known ; 
fiiehaid  Johnson,  known ;  Zaok  Simpson,  known ;  Dembo  Duncan,  known ;  Kdmonds 
ilones,  known ;  Richard  Jackson,  not  known ;  some  of  these  men  down  below  are  mem- 
l>en  of  the  Saint  Joseph  Club.  They  are  living  a  little  out  of  my  range.  Jack  New- 
ton, known;  Dablin  Minnons,  known ;  Richard  Doby,  known ;  Tucker  Barnes,  known; 
Petw  Tyler,  known ;  Dubb  Williams,  known ;  Chester  Mosely,  known ;  John  Hardy, 
known,  he  is  a  crippled  man ;  George  Woods,  known ;  Kincbian  Reevis,  not  known. 
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I  have  heard  of  him,  I  don't  know  him  personally — all  I  call  I  know  personally ;  An- 
drew Labartby  known;  William  Hiffhtower,  known;  Alexander  McDowell,  known; 
McDonald  they  call  his  name,  but  lie  writes  his  name  McDowell ;  Mingo  Frazier, 
known ;  Isaac  Davis,  not  known ;  Wash  Mosely,  known :  Jack  Thomas,  known ;  Wes- 
ley Thomas,  not  known ;  Andrew  Mosely,  known ;  Adam  Beattie,  known ;  James 
Lewis,  known ;  James  Garlington,  not  )uiown ;  Arther  Harris,  not  known ;  John  Beat- 
tie,  not  known,  there  are  some  Saint  Joseph  people  who  know  him;  Joe  Adams, 
known;  Moses  Johnson,  known:  Lot  Daniels,  not  known;  Andrew  Hnnter,  known; 
Cnpid  Hnnter.  I  know  all  the  Hnnter  family.  I  know  who  they  are.  I  do  not  know 
which  one  he  is ;  they  are  brothers. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  at  the  election  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  them  all. 

Q.  At  the  election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  colored  men  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  belong  to  the  Archer  club,  these  two  do ; 
the  other  one  also.  Andrew  Agerson,  not  known ;  Ben  Loneton,  not  known  ;  Amos 
Hunter,  known ;  Albert  Beattie,  not  known ;  Frank  Colding,  known ;  Mack  Street, 
known:  Jack  Mickens,  known ;  Zed  Robinson,  ought  to  be  Zed  Rowland. 

Q.  Was  he  there;  Rowland T — A.  Yes,  sir.  Edward  Roberts,  known;  William 
l^Iitohell,  known ;  Charles  Roberts,  known ;  Aaron  Blair,  not  known ;  Richard  Sams, 
known ;  Alfred  Brown,  not  known.  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  old  man's  name  is 
Alfred  or  not.    Oliver  Cams,  known ;  Gabriel  Harrison,  known. 

[Handing  another  list  to  witness.] 

Q.  Do  you  know  Jerry  Allen  t — A.  Not  known.  There  are  two  or  three  of  those 
Aliens  up  in  the  woods.    It  strikes  me,  too,  that  I  do  know  Jerry  Allen. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  republican  f — A.  He  is  a  colored  republican.  I  don't  know  whether 
he  was  there  or  not ;  all  our  men  generally  were  in  that  day. 

Q.  What  I  want  is  for  you  to  keep  in  mind  whether  youfsaw  them  there  that  day  or 
not. — A.  I  am  speaking  of  men  whom  I  saw  up  there  that  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  yon  saw  Allen  there  or  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  certain  of 
it.  I  was  speaking  of  those  names  we  went  over.  Arch  Adams,  known ;  Gibbie  Allen, 
known ;  W.  Bryant,  not  known ;  I  know  A.  Bryant.  £d.  Terry ;  I  know  for  certain 
that  I  saw  him  there  that  day.  W.  Smith ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  W.  Smith,  a 
white  man.    He  is  not  a  republican  if  it  is  that  man. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  W.  Smith,  a  colored  republican  T— A.  No,  sir.  There  are  several 
of  them ;  I  don't  know  who  it  could  be.  Crocke  House,  known ;  it  ought  to  be  Crockett 
House.  He  has  been  there  a  long  while.  John  Badger,  known ;  Ceasar  Badger,  not 
known ;  whether  it  is  the  old  man  Ceasar  or  not,  I  don't  know,  or  what  name  be  goes 
by.    John  Riley,  known. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  Morris  Jackson  f — A.  Morris  Jackson,  known ;  George  Washing- 
ton, known ;  John  Natiel,  known.  There  are  two  or  three  of  these  Natie£.  Emanuel 
Natiel,  known ;  Ben  Evans,  known ;  William  Williams,  known ;  Albert  L.  Berth,  here, 
should  be  Laberth;  Albert  Laberth,  known;  Rinaldo  Roddick,  known;  Alexander 
Davis,  known,  marked  Alex.  here.  Jackson  Stanley,  known ;  Tobey  Berrian,  known ; 
Henry  Smith,  known ;  Mitchel  Reer ;  it  ought  to  be  Mitohel  Reed. 

Q.  You  know  him  very  well  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  got  his  arm  nearly  sawed  off.  Frank 
Thompson,  known ;  Samuel  Williams,  known ;  M%|or  Roddick,  father  of  those  hoys 
Roddick ;  Harry  Jones,  known ;  William  Rogers,  known ;  George  Warner,  known ; 
Alfred  Coleman,  known;  Edmund  Gilbert,  luiown;  William  Jones,  known;  Frank 
Dansey,  known ;  Jack  Robinson,  known ;  Henry  Washington,  known ;  Peter  Butler, 
known ;  Samuel  Duncan,  known ;  Alexander  Bacon — it  ought  to  be  Borakin — ^known  ; 
J.  L.  Malphus,  known ;  Reuben  Wilson,  known ;  Monroe  Rioberts,  not  known  ;  I  think 
there  is  such  a  man.  Henry  Mertherson,  known ;  George  Granbler,  not  known ;  I 
think  there  is  a  mistake  here  in  the  name.  Adam  Cooper,  known ;  Irwin  Johnson, 
known ;  R.  H.  Black,  myself;  T.  H.  Vance,  known ;  Charles  Jones,  known ;  William 
Henry,  known ;  Solomon  Lewis,  known ;  Henry  Jone^  not  known.  All  those  I  know 
personally. 

Q.  There  is  Wade  Smith,  said  to  be  a  white  man  ;  is  he  a  democrat  f — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I 
think  so.    John  Wilson  is  next ;  there  are  two  of  those  Wilsons  on  the  list  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  two  or  three  of  them  ? — A.  There  are  three  Wilsons  that  live  right 
there,  and  they  were  there  and  voted  that  day.  Burrill  Reed,  known ;  Allen  Bailey, 
known ;  J.  Johnson ;  I  know  him,  but  don't  remember  seeing  him.  That  may  8t»nd 
for  J.  J.  Johnson ;  there  are  several  of  these  Johnsons ;  not  known. 

Q.  But  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  J.  J.  Johnson,  a  colored  republican,  who  was 
there  that  day? — A.  I  know  him,  but  don't  remember  seeing  him.  William  EUlis, 
known ;  Hilliard  Brown ;  he  was  there — I  know  he  was — that  day,  but  don't  know 
whether  he  voted  at  that  poll  or  not ;  I  think  he  had  some  tickets  which  I  gave  him  in 
the  morning.  Ansel  McLanghin ;  he  is  not  known  to  me.  I  think  that  ought  to  be 
Richard  McLaughlin. 

Q.  He  was  there  on  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  colored  republican  T — A.  Yes,  sir.  Henry  Ladden,  known ;  Thomas  Winter,  not 
known ;  Lewis  Mack,  known  ;  I  don't  know  whether  be  was  there  that  day  or  not. 
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Q.  A  colored  repablican  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jordan  Thomas  t— A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  there  that  day  or  not.  A. 
Wright,  not  known. 

Q.  You  know  Ansel  Wright  and  Alexander  Wright  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  Alexander  Wright. 
It  could  not  be  him,  for  he  is  nnder  age. 

Q.  How  about  the  other  Wright  ? — ^A.  He  is  an  old  man. 

Q.  A  colored  republican  T — A.  A  republican.  Whether  he  voted  there  that  day  or 
Dot  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  that  day  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  him ;  only  one 
Wright  I  saw.  Two  Wrights  I  know.  There  was  another  Wright.  I  don't  know 
which  way  he  voted.  I  think  I  can  tell  some  of  the  rest  of  them.  I  forget  which  is 
the  first  name,  but  don't  think  it  commences  with  ^^A,"  the  one  there.  Dick  Brockett, 
not  known.  Some  of  these  names  that  are  there  I  don't  know  about  them  being  there 
that  day.  John  McLin,  not  known ;  Neel  White,  not  known  ;  Henry  Boyekin,  known  ; 
it  oaght  to  be  spelled  Barrakin.  William  Span,  known ;  Scipio  Webb,  known ;  I. 
Brown,  not  known. 

Q.  Do  you  know  J.  Brown  T — ^A.  I  know  J.  Brown ;  there  is  a  James.  James  Brown, 
not  known ;  Jacob  Brown,  known ;  he  is  old  man  Jake ;  I  remember  him.  William  Woods, 
known;  Ephraim  Shaw,  known;  Sam  Neel,  known;  Edmund  Davis,  I  know  him  ;  I 
woald  not  like  to  say  I  saw  him  that  day.  Aaron  iEtollins,  known ;  William  Jones^ 
known;  David  Brown,  known  ;  James  McLin,  don't  know  him ;  Stanley  Huntj  known ; 
Frank  Harrison,  known ;  Richard  McLaughlin,  known ;  Ansel  McLaughlin,  known , 
a  son  of  Richard  McLaughlin ;  we  had  some  dispute  regarding  his  age.  M.  Wads- 
worth,  known ;  Henry  Riley,  known ;  Allen  Purby,  known ;  Peter  Span^  known ;  I 
don't  know  of  his  being  there.  Isaac  Sams,  don't  know  whether  I  saw  him ;  Horace 
Campbell,  known;  Henry  J.  Ponsey,  I  think  it  is  Pouncey ;  I  know  him.  James  Min- 
ion, known ;  Gibbie  Allen,  known ;  G.  Moore,  known ;  Jerry  Hunter,  known ;  W.  John- 
son, not  known;  John  Smith,  not  known;  Amos  Brown,  known;  William  Lewis, 
known ;  Richard  Bell,  not  known ;  Tom  Williams,  not  known ;  William  Mitchell, 
known ;  James  Green,  known ;  Weslev  James ;  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not. 
Ben  Bland,  known ;  F.  Randall,  not  known ;  Trap  Jones,  not  known ;  think  he  lived 
up  in  the  woods ;  there  are  a  great  many  of  those  Joneses  there  at  that  precinct. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  them  By  sight  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Frank  Brown,  known ;  Pompey 
Godfr^,  not  known ;  R.  H.  Black. 

Q.  That  is  your  name ;  you  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  Ed  Paine,  known ;  Alfred  Hngee, 
known ;  Adam  Nelson,  known ;  Richard  Days,  known  ;  Noi  Wilson ;  the  right  name  is 
Xoah.  I  know  him  but  don't  know  whether  he  was  there.  Wm.  Rauls,  known; 
Abraham  Bryant,  known;  Harris  Wilson,  known;  Charles  Wilson,  not  known; 
Ephraim  Wood,  known ;  Nero  Berrian,  known.  I  know  him^  but  don't  remember  myself 
whether  he  voted  or  not.  Henry  Bell,  known ;  Albert  Long,  not  known  whether  he 
voted  there  or  not ;  I  know  him.  Shade  Timmons,  known ;  Shade  Brown,  known  ; 
Dennis  Perry,  known ;  Adam  Grant,  I  saw  him  that  day ;  he  was  one  of  the  men  with 
me  that  evening.  Republican ;  he  voted.  James  Stewart,  known ;  Thomas  Brown, 
known ;  Fri  Robinson,  known;  January  Mitchell, known  ;  Primus  Mitchell,  known; 
two  members  of  that  club.  Henry  Span,  known:  Ed  Riley,  known ;  Milton  Richard- 
son, known ;  don't  know  whether  he  voted  that  day. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  him  there? — ^A.  I  think  I  did.  I  am  not  certain.  I  knew  him  well 
enoQgh.  Simon  Wright,  known;  this  is  Samuel  Wright's  son.  James  Williams, 
known ;  don't  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not.  Joseph  Thompson ;  don't  remem- 
to  whether  the  old  man  was  there  or  not ;  it  strikes  me  he  was.  Godfrey  Griffin  I 
think  was  there.  Moses  Crockett ;  I  remember  him,  too.  Sy  Pouncey,  known  ;  know 
he  was  there.  Dennis  Phillips,  not  known ;  Nelson  Brown,  not  known ;  Peter  Weaver, 
known ;  Arch  Green,  known ;  William  Moss,  not  known ;  Turner  Graj^  known ;  J. 
Gray,  not  known.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  there  that  day  or  not.  I  think  I  saw 
him  about. 

Q.  Did  Tobey  Adams  vote  there  that  day  f— A.  I  think  he  voted  there  at  that  box, 
smd  that  I  saw  him  that  day. 

Q.  Frank  Brown  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Henry  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Thomas  H.  Vance  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  voted  together. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mark  on  the  republican  ticket  by  which  it  could  be  distinguished 
by  persons  in  any  way  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  a  flag  on  there. 

Q.  You  read  and  write  with  facility,  I  see  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  precaution  was  taken  in  distributing  the  republican  tickets?— A.  The  pre- 
^tions  were,  that  on  the  nij^t  or  day  before  the  election  I  took  the  box  up  myself. 
It  had  the  tickets  in  it.  On  that  night  there  had  been  a  club-meeting  regarding  the 
^stableships,  and  I  wrote  some  names.  I  had  also  Allen  Jones,  who  lived  at  Plne- 
^He,  of  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  club  there — ^had  him  sent  for— and  gave  him  a  number 
<n  tickets  to  distribute  either  late  that  night  or  early  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day 
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to  his  men.  I  gave  some  to  Adams,  also,  in  the  raornlDg;  and  I  think  Hilliard  Brown 
distribated  some,  and  I  distributed  some  few  myself  on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  only  to  republicans  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  republicans  go  to  these  pei*8ons  for  their  tickets  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  wliat 
they  voted. 

Q.  There  is  a  ticket.  Did  you  see  anything  of  that  ticket  there  during  the  dA]f  t 
[Handing.] 

REPUBLICAN  TIjCKET. 

[FLAG.] 

Electors  of  PreHdent  and  Vioe-PreaidefU, 

WILKERSON  CALL. 
JAMES  E.  YONGE. 
ROBERT  BULLOCK. 
ROBERT  B.  HILTON. 

Representative  in  Congress,  Second  District. 

HORACE  BISBEW. 

For  Governor, 

MARRIL0U8  N.  STERN, 

OF  MADISON  COUNTY. 

For  Lieutenant-Governor, 
DANIEL  MUNGOMERY, 

OF  GADSDEN  COUNTY. 

For  Senator,  Thirteenth  Senatorial  District, 

JOSIAH  T.  WALLS. 

For  the  Assembly,  Alachua  County, 

L.  G.  DENNIS, 
W.  K.  CESSNA. 

For  Constables, 


A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw,  I  think,  some  of  those— five  or  six  of  those  kind.  I  had  four 
different  specimens  of  tickets  that  day  that  some  of  the  boys  got  and  gave  to  me.  I 
think  among  them  was  Frank  Brown.  I  think  he  gave  me  Siat  ticket  with  those 
names  on. 

Q.  Were  the  republicans  warned  against  this  spurious  ticket f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
against  two  others.    We  compared  them. 

Q.  Did  any  of  these  spurious  tickets  come  up  in  the  box  f — ^A.  I  don't  remember  any 
one  of  those,  any  of  that  kind.  I  saw  some  headed  with  member  of  Congress,  J.  W. 
Maynard.  Those  I  found  in  the  box  they  had  cut  out  the  names  of  Maynard  and  writ- 
ten Jesse  J.  Finley  instead. 

Q.  Who  was  the  democratic  candidate,  Menard  or  Finley  f — A.  Finley.  - 1  did  not 
•coant  how  many  I  saw.  I  saw  four  or  five,  I  should  judge.  In  every  case  those  tickets 
provoked  some  mirth. 

Q.  Was  this  the  democratic  ticket— except  this  erroneous  spelling  of  that  name  ? — A. 
All  democratic,  with  the  exception  of  Menard's  name  for  Congress,  and  George  Wash- 
ington for  assembly,  and  T.  C.  Gass. 

Q.  Were  those  names  on  the  republican  ticket  printed  on  the  democratic  ticket  f — 
A.  No,  sir.  This  ticket  was  got  up  for  that  special  purpose.  The  republican  tickets 
were  all  alike. 

Q.  I  understand  that.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  whether  these  names  put  on  the 
democratic  ticket  were  the  names  of  the  republican  candidates  for  these  offices  T — ^A.  No, 
sir.  They  were  democratic  names.  There  were  one  or  two  exceptions  relating  to  the 
name  of  the  senator.  Judge  King's  name  I  saw  there,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect.  They 
were  democratic  tickets,  though. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Do  you  say  yon  were  all  sworn  at  the  precinct  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  yon  say  you  were  sworn  ? — A.- 1  was  sworn  on  the  morning  by  Mr.  Hoore, 
the  justice  of  the  peace,  who  was  also  an  inspector  there. 
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Q.  Were  the  otbeni  swom  ?~A.  He  swore  me,  Floyd  Dukets,  and  the  clerk  Vance. 

Q.  He  swore  you,  Floyd  Dukes,  and  Vance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  see  hira  sworn  at  all  T— A.  No,  sir.  I  asked  him,  and  he  told  me  he 
bad  been  already  sworn.  He  had  been  up  there,  and  I  suppose  that  that  was  attended 
to.    I  knew  that  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  did  you  vote  ?— A.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  voted  in  the 
forenoon  or  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  all  of  you  vote  together  f— A.  We  voted  together,  excepting  Dakes.  Moore 
voted,  I  voted,  and  Vance  voted,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  about  the  same  time. 

Q.  About  the  same  time  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  what  time  do  you  think  it  was  t— A.  I  don't  know.  It  must  have  been  in 
the  afternoon,  owins  to  this  reason :  we  were  pressed  very  much  in  the  morning  by 
the  great  crowd  at  the  polls,  and  I  don't  think  we  would  have  taken  the  time  to  stop 
at  that  juncture  to  vote  on  account  of  attending  to  the  voters. 

Q.  You  think  it  w^s  in  the  afternoon  T — A.  I  am  not  certain  it  was  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Yoa  three  voted  together  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  same  time. 

Q.  You  say  that  after  you  got  done  taking  in  the  votes  you  then  counted  them  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  was  that  f ~A.  What  time  we  got  done  counting — in  this  counting  f 

THE  CLOSING  OF  THE  POLUS. 

Q.  In  this  counting  f — A.  We  closed  up  the  poll  at  sunset.  We  called  back  from  one 
poll  to  the  other  about  the  time  when  the  sun  set.  It  was  nearly  dark.  I  went  to  the 
window  myself  and  announced  that  we  were  about  to  close  the  polls,  and  that  all  those 
who  had  not  voted  should  come  up  and  vote.  Owing  to  that  some  minutes  elapsed 
before  we  could  get  ready.    I  judge  it  was  about  sunset. 

Q.  Did  yon  count  the  tickets  f — A.  I  counted  them  after  we  got  through. 

Q.  Did  you  count  them  before  ? — A.  Did  I  count  them  before  f 

Q.  Did  any  of  them  count  them  before  f — A.  As  they  were  going  on  f 

Q.  After  you  were  done,  did  you  commence  counting ;  did  you  count  them  first  ?— A. 
I  took  them  out  of  the  box. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  them  out  before  yon  commenced  tallying  f — A.  No,  sir ;  com- 
menced tallying  from  the  first  ticket. 

Q.  The  only  count  was  in  the  tally  T~A-  And  afterwards,  to  see  whether  the  tickets 
compared  with  the  list. 

Q.  Did  yoa  compare  it  with  the  list  or  not  f — A.  We  did  that  after  we  had  done 
reading  off  the  names. 

Q.  In  tallying  them  ? — ^A.  In  tallying  I  called  them  ;  I  just  only  read  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  count  them  f — ^A.  Just  re^d,  and  counted  them  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  unstring  them  ? — ^A.  There  were  some  of  them  strung  and  some  were  not. 
At  the  time  we  counted,  we  run  off  those  on  the  left  hand,  and  took  them  off  this  way 
(indicating)  on  the  string ;  and  as  we  counted  them  they  were  checked  so  as  to  see 
rightly  how  thev  would  run  in  counting  np  with  the  sheet.  Some  here  (indicating) 
were  just  passed  over  to  that  side  to  see  how  they  tallied.  It  stood  that  535  voted. 
I  took  out  one  doubled,  and  asked  what  we  would  do  with  that.  We  put  it  alongside 
of  the  box  to  wait' there  until  we  got  done ;  then  we  found  that  would  be  one  in  ex- 
cess of  the  poll-list ;  so  Moore  suggested  that  that  was  very  important,  that  we  would 
destroy  that.  The  clerk  then,  I  think,  looked  at  the  law  covering  the  elections  in  such 
a  case  as  this.  We  pretty  much  knew  that  any  way,  but  particularly  to  give  satie^ao- 
tion  we  tore  it  up  and  destroyed  it.  I  did  not  think  anything  more  of  the  list  after 
that  at  all. 

Q.  You  destroyed  one  ballot  after  you  got  through  tallying  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  those  two 
together. 

THE  COUNT  OP  THE  BALLOTS. 

Q.  And  you  counted  the  ballots  after  you  got  through  f— A.  After  we  got  through. 

Q.  There  was  535  ? — A.  Five  hundred  and  thirty-live  votes. 

Q.  You  think  they  were  put  back  in  the  box? — A.  I  think  so.  I  did  not  give  any 
snore  attention  to  it ;  the  other  two  inspectors  were  there. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  vou  to  say  that  this  was  the  registration-list  you  had — the  one 
which  you  had  f — ^A.  I  looked  at  this  one  mainly ;  just  merely  took  it  from  this  point, 
(indicating,)  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  or  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  that  is  it  or  not  ? — A.  It  looks  something  like  it.  I  could 
not  swear.  We  had  considerable  bother.  Finally  the  list  ran  out  here  in  the  alpha- 
betical order  and  commenced  again. 

Q.  That  is  the  one  you  kept  the  tally  on,  you  think  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  voted,  did  you  tally  your  own  name  on  the  registration-list  T — A.  I  think 
1  did.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  could  not  say.  I  did  not  check  them 
off  for  this  reason :  when  they  kept  coming  in,  I  found  it  took  some  bother  to  tind  a 
man's  name 
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Q.  Are  you  satinfied  Chat  jon  marked  yoar  own  name  off  at  the  time  ? — A.  At  the 
time  that  I  voted  f 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  don't  remembtr.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  did  or  whether  Vance 
did. 

Q.  What  is  yonr  best  impression  as  to  who  did  ? — At  the  time  I  was  sitting  there- 
it  was  in  the  afternoon  we  voted,  when  the  votes  were  coming  in  slow — we  took  our 
tickets  off  the  table.  Moore  got  one  and  I  one  and  Vance  one,  and  voted  pretty  luach 
at  the  same  time. 

Q.  If  it  was  checked  off,  who  did  it  ? — A.  I  don't  now  remember  whether  I  did  it  or 
not.  I  would  not  like  to  say.  Maybe  Moore  did.  He  could  tell  better  than  I,  or  Mr. 
Vance.  I  gave  no  serious  attention  to  things  like  that.  We  were  not  thinking  that 
any*  trouble  would  occur  at  all.  Vance  mostly  did  the  writing.  Mr.  Vance,  who  was 
the  clerk,  was  a  very  fair  penman,  I  concluded,  and  we  both  gave  up  to  him  so  far  aa 
the  papers  were  concerned. 

Q.  After  you  got  through  counting  the  ballots  and  destroyed  this  ticket,  did  yon 
make  out  the  necessary  certificates  ? — A.  The  clerk,  Mr.  Vance,  do  you  mean  to  say  ? 

Q.  The  certificates. — A.  I  made  them  out. 

Q.  Does  that  include  the  poll-list ;  did  you  certify  to  the  poll-list  T — A.  The  poll- 
list  afterward  ? 

Q.  Yes.— A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  I  did.  I  at  one  time  was  under  an  impression, 
and  I  stated  it  before  the  committee  here  the  other  day,  that  I  had  signed  three  papers. 
One  of  these  papers  was  the  oath  of  office ;  now  there  were  three.  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  the  poll-list,  registration-list,  and  oath  of  office;  but  they  are  very 
different  things. 

THE  PAPERS  SIGNED. 

Q.  What  did  you  sign  ? — A.  I  signed  two  returns  and  the  oath  of  office,  and  this  oath 
we  all  signed  together  on  that  morning,  I  think. 

Q.  You  think  you  signed  the  oath  there  f — ^A.  I  am  not  quite  certain. 

Q.  Did  you  return  that? — A.  I  think  that  was  the  only  one  put  in  the  box.  They 
attended  to  that,  except  locking  the  box,  which  I  did,  and  turned  the  key  over  to  Mr. 
Moore. 

Q.  You  think  Moore  and  Vance  and  you  signed  the  oath  of  office  administered  by 
Moore  f — A.  Yes ;  I  am  certain  of  that. 

Q.  You  signed  it  and  returned  it  ? — A.  I  am  certain  he  administered  the  oath. 

Q.  You  signed,  each  of  you  f — A.  I  signed  my  name ;  I  don't  know  whether  Vance 
signed  the  name  of  Dukes  or  not.  Either  he  or  I  did  it  at  night,  on  the  return-list,  be- 
cause he  was  not  able  to  write.  I  don't  remember  whether  I  signed  Dukes's  name  on 
the  oath  or  not ;  that  is,  on  the  oath  of  office.    We  had  the  blank  there. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  that  was  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  how  it  was. 

Q.  You  signed  the  certificate  of  election  ? — A.  What  do  you  call  a  certificate  of  elec 
tion  f 

Q.  The  necessary  certificate  you  make  as  inspector. — A.  As  an  inspector  in  the 
morning  on  the  paper  he  swore  us  to . 

Q.  Did  you  sign  nothing  else  ? — A.  Not  then,  but  at  night  I  signed  two  duplicate 
returns.  One  I  gave  to  the  clerk,  and  the  one  that  went  to  the  county  Judge,  called 
the  judge  of  probate. 

Q.  You  si^ed  both  of  these  f — ^A.  Yes,  I  signed  for  Dukes  on  one,  and  Moore  came 
up,  and  I  think  he  signed  the  first,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  after  I  got  up,  witboat 
taking  up  the  papers.  It  took  some  time  to  arrange  them  out,  and  he  tooK  the  pea 
after  my  writing  my  name  and  writing  Dukes's  name,  Dukes  touching  the  pen.  Moore 
got  up  from  the  left  side  of  the  table  and  said,  *'  Sign  my  name;  I  have  got  a  sore  fin- 
ger," addressing  himself  more  to  the  clerk  than  to  me  at  that  time.  He  said  some- 
thing about  being  tired  and  wearied  out ;  let  us  all  get  out  of  here ;  the  major  could 
fix  it  up.  All  that  we  had  to  do  was  to  arrange  those  two  things  and  get  them  out  of 
the  way^  to  shape  them  up  right.  I  said,  "  I  have  got  some  envelopes  up  at  my  house 
and  I  will  fix  them  up  there.'"  He  did  not  come  up  to  the  house  with  me,  but  he  came 
up  between  that  time  and  two  or  three  hours  after  that. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  now  as  to  whether  you  signed  the  poll-list  7 — A.  I  don't  think 
that  I  signed  this  poll-list.    It  was  the  list  which  the  clerk  kept. 

Q.  Did  you  not  sign,  at  the  end  of  the  election,  all  the  papers  necessary  to  be  signed 
by  an  inspector? — ^A.  The  only  papers  which  I  thought  necessary  to  sign  were  the 
returns. 

Q.  All  you  thought  necessary  were  signed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  confident  you  signed  no  other  excepting  those  ? — A.  The  duplicate  re- 
turns and  this  oath  of  office,  and  there  was  another  paper  I  signed. 

Q.  You  think  you  signed  the  oath  of  office  in  the  morning,  and  the  duplicate  returns 
in  the  evening? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  all  the  papers  I  remember  signing. 

Q.  You  may  have  certified  to  the  poll-list.  Don't  you  remember  signing  that? — A. 
I  don't  remember  that  distinctly. 
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Q.  Don't  yon  remember  that  yon  signed  all  that  it  was  necessary  to  sign  t — A.  These 
were  the  papers  I  remember  signing. 

Q.  Yon  are  positive  that  you  did  not  sign  the  poll-list  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  qnite  cer- 
tain I  did  not  sign  the  poll-list.  What  they  call  the  poll-list  is  one  thing,  they  say 
the  clerk  put  down  the  name  of  each  voter  voting  ;  that  I  don't  think  I  signed. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  certify  to  that  f — ^A.  I  did  not ;  and  I  don't  remember  the  others  doing 
it  I  only  remember  of  Moore  signing  this  one,  and  my  writing  the  names  of  Dakes 
and  myself.  J,  however,  distinctly  remember  that  I  had  written  them,  when  I  bezan 
to  think  of  my  idea  about  that,  and  also  writing  two  othor  names  like  on  the  otner 
paper ;  but  that  list  of  names,  I  don't  remember  of  signioff  it. 

Q.  You  say  now  you  dfd  not  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  signed  that  paper,  and  I 
80  stated  the  other  day.  I  told  them,  afteifl  looked  over  the  matter,!  remembered  that 
there  were  three  papers—that  is,  the  oath  of  office — what  we  were  sworn  to  and  the 
other  two  returns. 

Q.  You  were  examined  before  the  State  canvassing-board  T — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  not  swear  there  that  you  signed  the  poll-list  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  told  them 
1  did,  and  I  was  so  impressed  at  that  time. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  the  canvass  ? — ^A.  When  was  this— how  long  after  the 
canvass  f 

Q.  After  the  election — ^before  you  were  examined  by  the  State  board  ? — ^A.  I  don't 
know,  sir;  two  or  three  weeks  had  elapsed. 

Q.  After  the  election  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you ;  that  was  on  the  7th  of  November, 
I  believe.  I  had  no  idea  of  ever  going  before  the  canvassers  myself.  I  had  no  knowl- 
ed|^  of  it  until  just  a  da^  or  two  before.  I  think  I  was  called  in  the  day  before. 
Some  of  them  said,  '*  I  think  you  will  be  called  up  here  in  a  day  or  two  to  testify  in 
the  case  of  Archer."  I  gave  it  no  more  thought  until  that  morning,  when  I  heard 
people  at  the  capital  say  tnat  I  would  be  needea  in  the  room,  and  when  they  asked  me 
that  question  I  said  right  off  that  I  was  qnite  confident  I  had  signed  the  poll-list.  I 
knew  I  had  signed  three  papers,  but  if  it  is  the  list  of  names  what  was  taken  off^  a 
long  list  of  names  like  that,  I  don't  remember  of  signing  that. 

Q.  Did  you  state  before  the  State  board  that  you  did  sign  that  ? — A.  They  simply 
aaked  me,  "  Did  you  sign  the  poll-list  f  I  said,  "  Yes,  sir,  I  did ;"  and  think  they 
repeated  the  question,  and  I  stated  that  I  did  ;  but  when  I  got  to  thinking  over  what 
that  poll-list  was,  I  was  qnite  impressed,  ever  since  I  thought  of  it,  if  that  was  the  list 
Bpoken  of,  that  I  did  not  siffu  that  paper. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  about  that  at  the  time  you  stated  it  f — A.  I  just  spoke  as  I 
thought  at  the  time ;  after  thinking  about  it 

Q.  After  investigating  it  f — ^A.  I  just  answered,  when  they  asked,  "  Didn't  you  sign 
ii  f  I  was  confident  of  signing  some  papers,  and  I  said, ''  Yes,  sir ;"  and  when  he  asked 
if  I  signed  the  poll-list,  I  paused,  and  then  said,  '*  Yes,  sir." 

Q.  Yon  think  yon  paused? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  I  paused  just  a  short  time,  and 
then  said,  '*  Yes,  sir."  I  thought  nothing  more  about  it ;  but  what  is  called  the  poll- 
list,  kept  by  the  clerk,  I  never  signed  that ;  but  what  I  signed  were  three  papers.  I 
did  not  know  rightly  about  it.    I  was  certain  I  si^ed  three. 

Q.  The  papers  you  signed,  what  did  you  do  with  themf — ^A.  Those  papers  that  we 
had  fixed  np  the  clerk  took  up— most  of  the  papers  around.  I  think  some  other 
papers  were  lying  on  the  table  loose.  I  did  not  bother  with  them  more.  After  we  got 
ready  to  go,  we  went  out  of  the  building  together.  I  took  the  box  and  Mr.  Moore  the 
key.  I  had  the  two  returns  in  my  hand  as  we  went  up  to  the  house.  When  we  got 
there— my  wife  has  got  a  sewing-machine — I  lifted  up  the  cover  and  put  those  papers 
in  there.  The  clerk  retained  all  the  other  papers.  I  never  gave  any  further  thought 
to  it.  I  was  not  in  the  house,  as  I  stated,  very  long  before  those  men  came  there,  and, 
after  considerable  delay,  we  got  the  papers  out  of  there.  I  got  one  or  two  laige  enve- 
lopes and  pot  those  returns  in  and  sisaled  them  there.  Mr.  Vance  directed  them,  one 
to  the  county  judge  and  one  to  the  clerk  of  the  court.  I  said,  '*That  will  be  right," 
and  took  no  further  notice  of  them. 

THE  POLL-LIST. 

Q.  Did  you  put  the  poll-list  in  that  envelope  t— A.  No,  sir ;,  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  the  poll-list  f— A.  The  clerk  took  charge  of  that.  I  asked 
Mr.  Moore  about  it  afterward ;  he  said  Vance  took  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  it  afterward  f — ^A.  I  never  saw  it  and  never  paid  any  attention 
to  the  poll-list  from  that  night ;  never  put  m^  eyes  upon  the  original  poll-list  since. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  put  it  in  the  box,  or  was  it  put  m  the  box  in  your  presence  f — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
it  was  not.  It  was  the  others  that  arranged  that.  I  did  not  have  anything  in  there 
excepting  the  oath  of  office.  Possibly  the  registration-lists  may  have  been  in  there, 
and  some  other  papers 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  box  f— A.  I  hardly  think  myself  they  put  this  in  there. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  think  they  put  it  in  there  f— A.  I  do  not.    I  did  not  give  it  much  at- 
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teDtlon ;  it  looked  to  me  very  full  when  I  saw  it.  They  woald  have  to  press  it  down 
to  set  it  iD.    I  noticed  several  slips  of  paper,  bnt  never  gave  it  any  more  attention. 

Q.  Did  the  box  fit  well  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  locked  np ;  it  had  a  look  and  key.  The 
one  before  that  we  used  to  have  here  had  screws  on. 

Q.  It  had  a  loek  and  key  and  fitted  down  well  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  fit  verjr  dose,  didn't  it  T— A.  Yerv  close ;  yes,  sir.  In  fact  I  did  not  take  any 
particular  notice  about  that.  I  did  not  have  any  trouble  in  opening  and  shutting  it 
At  the  close  of  the  election  I  just  gave  it  a  pressure  down  and  locked  it,  and  handed  the 
key  to  Green  B.  Moore. 

Q.  It  could  not  set  in  there  without  breaking  or  unlocking  it  f — ^A.  They  would  hafe 
to  unlock  it,  and  that  they  could  not  do  unless  they  had  the  key. 

Q.  Or  break  it ;  could  not  slide  anything  in  without  breaking  it  open  ?— A.  I  don't 
think  they  could. 

Q.  Did  you  seal  up  the  hole  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  before  I  left. 

Q.  Did  you  seal  the^key-hole  f — ^A  I  did  that  afterward — ^put  a  piece  over  the  key-hole. 

Q.  You  took  it  home  with  you  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  anything  about  the  poll-list  that  you  left  there? — A.  Ko, 
sir ;  I  never  gave  it  any  attention  at  aU. 

Q.  You  are  certain  you  never  saw  it  at  your  house  T — A.  I  am  not  certain.  The 
clerk  had  some  papers  there ;  whether  that  was  among  some  of  them,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  so  as  to  recognize  it  at  your  house  f— A.  So  as  to  recognize  it  f  No, 
sir ;  not  that  I  know  of.  I  would  not  like  to  say,  as  there  were  several  papers  and 
things  be  had  that  I  did  not  give  any  notice  to. 

Q.  If  he  had  it,  did  you  know  it  f— A.  I  don't  remember  that.  I  don't  know  whether 
he  had  that  poll-list  or  not 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  poll-list  that  you  saw  T— A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  recognize  it  as  a  poll-list  f — ^A.  I  never  gave  a  thought  about  the 
papers  he  had  at  all.  The  first  thing  was  to  speak  about  something  to  eat.  I  raised 
up  the  machine  and  put  these  papers  away,  what  I  had,  but  what  he  had  I  could  not 
tell  yon,  excepting  papers  like  on  the  table  here — papers  appearing  in  a  pile. 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  you  did  not  put  it  in  that  envelope  ?~A.  I  never  put 
the  poll-list  in  the  envelope ;  I  am  positive  about  that,  myself.  If  it  was  put  in  an 
envelope  I  did  not  do  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  recognize  it  after  leaving — ^the  poll-list  in  the  po»Bession  of  the 
clerk  f — A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  it. 

Q.  If  he  had  one  you  did  not  know  it  t — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  Mr. 
Moore,  or  some  one,  said  they  were  only  too  glad  to  get  out ;  he  spoke  in  that  way ; 
"  Go  to  hell  and  fix  it  up,  or  get  out  of  here ; "  he  wanted  to  go  home,  and  I  know  1 
did ;  and  I  never  thought  of  anything  more. 

duke's  signature. 

Q.  And  you  signed  Mr.  Dukes'  name  to  all  that  was  si^ed  T — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  signed 
it  on  this  first  papei^-Mr.  Dukes'  name — and  in  the  morning,  and  after  Mr.  Moore  said 
his  finger  was  sore — I  remember  his  saying  something  about  his  finger — and  to  fix  it 
up ;  and  I  gave  my  consent  that  he  would  finish  it  up.  The  returns,  however,  were 
arranged  there  with  that  exception.  I  believe  the  clerk  attended  to  it  all  except  that 
part,  and  I  put  them  in  an  envelope,  and  he  indorsed  it  when  I  got  home. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  Dukes'  name  to  both  of  the  returns  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  I 
signed  it  to  the  second  one  or  not.  I  signed  a  paper  or  list  myself  for  Dukes  when  he 
touched  the  pen.  I  rather  think  we  sSl  consented  to  that.  When  we  got  quiet  at 
home  I  looked  at  them  very  slightly  and  folded  them  up.  **  Well,"  says  Ij  "  that  is  all 
of  it."  I  put  them  in  a  couple  of  envelopes  and  gave  them  to  Mr.  Vance  to  address, 
which  he  did,  and  I  put  them  again  back. 

Q.  Did  you  not  sign  Duke^  and  Moore's  names  both  to  these  returns  f— A.  He 
touched  the  pen  for  one.    I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  signed  both  Moore's  and  Dukes'  names  f— A.  Moore  signed  the  first  one,  I 
signed  that  one,  and  signed  Dukes'  name  a  little  under  that.  He  came  and  touched  the 
pen  and  made  a  cross-mark ;  then  Moore  got  up  and  made  some  statement  about  his 
finger  before  he  signed  the  first  one  or  second  one.  It  seems  to  me,  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect,  that  Vance  arranged  that ;  however,  I  could  not  state  positively. 

Q.  You  don't  know  positively  how  that  was  f — A.  It  was  then  that  the  box  was 
closed,  and  I  got  up  and  was  fixing  to  get  my  sealing-wax — ^fixing  to  put  the  paper 
over  it— and  when  I  sot  done  with  that,  he  said,  "  Lict  ns  get  out  of  here,"  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect.  Moore  had  already  the  key  in  his  pocket,  and  the  men  outside 
were  rejoicing  over  the  victory,  as  they  called  it,  and  the  clerk  fetched  all  the  papers, 
as  near  as  I  can  recollect  now,  and  some  one  said,  "  Let  us  go,"  and  we  all  started. 
I  was  the  last  one,  I  think,  that  came  out.  I  know  I  was,  from  the  fact  that  I  had  the 
key  of  the  house  and  gave  it  to  the  man.  So,  when  we  got  home  the  papers  were 
arranged,  but  I  could  not  positively  say  how.    I  know  that  Moore  did  sign  the  first 
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one;  I  sat  down  and  Dakes  merely  touched  the  pen ;  then  Moore  immediately^took 
it  from  my  hand  and  sat  down  in  the  same  seat,  after  I  got  up  to  fix  np  that  boz.j 

Q.  So  yon  think  Moore  did  sien  T — A.  I  think  he  did ;  I  conld  not  swear. 

Q.  Yon  are  satisfied  that  yon  did  not  T— A.  I  am  pretty  certain  I  did  not ;  I  won't  be 
pontive. 

Q.  What  was  vonr  impression  as  to  your  doing  it— whether  yon  did  it  or  not  f—- A.  I 
am  not  certain  that  I  did  it. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  certain  how  that  is  T — A.  I  am  not  certain ;  wonld  not  like  to  say.  I 
how  he  himself  spoke  in  that  way.  Whether  he  did  it  Just  at  the  time  I  don't  know. 
I  WAS  anxious  to  get  off.  All  I  cared  for  was  to  ^t  these  returns  and  the  box  out  and 
get  it  home,  and  so  take  my  rest.    I  think  that  Moore  told  mo 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  what  he  told  you,  but  what  you  recollect  about  that. — A.  I  rec- 
oQeet  that  I  then  took  the  pen  and  signed  it  myself,  getting  up  immediately ;  and 
when  I  went  back  again  to  fix  up  something— don^t  remember  what  it  was — with  the 
clerk— however,  they  were  all  on  that  side  together,  [indicating] — I  took  up  these 
papers ;  picked  them  up  to  go  out,  and  I  had  nothing  but  to  take  my  two  returns  on 
to  the  house  and  put  them  in  the  machine-cover. 

Q.  The  return  is  all  you  signed  in  the  afternoon  at  all  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  all  I 
remember  signing 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  you  signed  for  Moore,  or  not  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 
I  am  not  certain.    I  know  that  is  what  he  said,  but  I  don't  remember  of  doing  it. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  the  box  was  in  vour  possession  and  Vance's  from  that  time  until 
the  time  you  delivered  it  to  the  clerk  f — A.  It  was  in  my  possession. 

Q.  Vance  was  with  you  T— A.  Yes,  sir  j  he  was  with  me  at  the  house. 

Q.  At  your  house,  and  you  at  his  house  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  von,  or  either  of  you,  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  do  anything  with  the 
returns  or  box  after  you  left  the  voting-place  f— A.  No.  sir.  I  had  the  returns  myself, 
and  the  box  myself.    Very  little  conversation  occurred. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  about  conversation ;  but  did  you  do  anything,  or  did  either  of 
you  do  anything,  with  them,  except  to  put  them  in  an  envelope  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  marlss  on  them  in  any  way  T — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  at  all. 

Q.  AH  the  writing  done  on  the  papers  was  done  at  the  voting-place  T — A.  At  the 
Toting-place.    Anyming  else  I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with. 

Q.  Any  done  at  your  house  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  at  Mr.  Vance's  T— A.  Nor  at  Mr.  Vance  s. 

(^.  Yon  are  satisfied  that  nothing  was  done  about  that.  I  am  not  speaking  in  regard 
to  the  directions  or  fixing  up  the  papers.  You  are  satisfied  that  no  writing  was  done 
on  the  papers  away  from  the  polling-place,  at  your  house,  or  at  Mr.  Vance's  f — A.  I 
don't  remember. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  about  it  ? — A.  Not  on  the  papers  I  had ;  I  can't  say  for 
the  papers  he  had. 

Q.  You  were  together,  were  you  not  ? — A.  Most  all  the  time.  He  was  in  the  room 
wiih  me,  where  my  box  was. 

Q.  He  was  in  a  different  room  T — A.  He  asked  me  to  allow  him  to  lie  down  in  my 
boose.  He  did  not  lie  but  for  a  few  minutes,  as  quite  a  number  of  these  men  came  to 
the  house  before  he  was  out  any  time. 

By  the  Chaikmak  : 
Q.  What  Senator  Cooper  wants  to  know  is,  whether  you  tampered  with  the  returns, 
or  with  the  box,  from  the  time  you  received  thtm  until  you  delivered  them  to  the 
clerk  T— A.  Never  did  while  I  had  that  box. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  nothing  was  put  into  the  box,  and  nothing  taken  out  of 
the  box,  and  no  Ink  used  on  the  returns  or  any  of  the  papers  f— A.  I  am  certain  of  that 
&ct. 

Q.  That  you  state  positively  f — ^A.  I  state  that  positively  ;  I  have  the  same  coat  on 
sow  I  had  then,  and  I  carried  this  box  under  my  right  arm  from  the  polling-place  to 
iDj  house,  and  it  was  under  my  observation  from  the  time  it  was  in  my  house  until 
the  time  1  arrived  here  and  put  it  in  the  clerk's  office. 

Q.  Nothing  was  taken  out  or  put  in  f — A.  Not  a  single  thing. 

Q.  And  yon  have  no  knowledge  of  the  poll-list  in  any  way  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  paid  no 
attention  to  it  at  all ;  but  by  common  consent  at  the  time  we  left  it  to  him. 

Q.  How  you  say,  in  the  number  of  men's  names  given  to  you,  that  you  know  Abra- 
Mm  Sims— you  say  you  know  him  f — ^A.  I  do,  sir. 

,  Q-  Yon  saw  him  there  that  day  ?— A.  Abraham  Sims  f  I  am  quite  certain  I  saw  him 
tbcfe  that  day. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  him  vote  that  day  T— A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Where  at  t— A.  I  am  not  certain.    I  think  he  voted  at  my  box. 

Q.  No.  2  T— A.  I  think  so.    Some  of  the  names  are  hard  to  tell. 

Q>  Will  you  see  if  he  is  on  the  register  T— A.  Abral^m  Sims ;  yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Is  h6  checked  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  See  if  he  is  checked  on  that;  [handing  another  registration-list.  ]~A.  Abraham 
Sims ;  not  checked. 

Q.  On  either  f— A.  Not  checked. 

Q.  Is  he  on  the  poll-list  that  yon  had  there  f 

The  Chaibman.  I  know  he  is. 

Witness.  Is  this  it,  sir  f   (.Indicating.] 

Senator  Coopeb.  Tes.  sir ;  he  is  all  right.    Well,  mark  it  on  the  poll-list. 

Q.  Have  you  looked  for  Ed  Paine  ?  You  said  you  knew  him  f  Do  you  know  him  !- 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Was  he  there  that  day  f — A.  I  said  he  was. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  that  you  know  of? — A.  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  See  if  you  can  find  him  on  the  registration- list — A.  Not  on  the  registration-list 

Q.  He  is  not  on  the  registration-list  ? 

The  Chairman.  Still  he  might  have  been  sworn. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  In  keeping  the  list  you  followed  the  law  when  you  swore  a  man? — A.  We  had  s 
printed  form  down  there  for  them  to  swear  to. 

Q.  You  had  a  printed  form  to  swear  them  by,  and  you  knew  what  the  law  wasf— A. 
We  could  read  that  in  all  cases. 

Q.  There  was  no  mark  to  him  on  the  poll-list  ? — A.  I  see  Edward  Paine. 

Q.  You  made  the  proper  mark  when  you  swore  a  man  in,  did  you  not  ? — A.  The  clerk 
kept  the  list. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  inspector  is  required  to  do  by  law? — A.  When  we  swore 
a  man  in  the  clerk's  proper  duty  is  to  put  his  name  down. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  law  requires  of  you  inspectors ;  is  that  your  understanding  of  the 
law  ? — A.  We  mark  it  "  sworn.'' 

Q.  Don't  you  have  to  do  that  ? — A.  That  may  have  been  done. 

Q.  Was  it  done  there  ? — A.  It  is  not  on  the  list  there. 

llie  Chairman.  That  is  not  the  original  document. 

Senator  Cooper.  That  is  a  copy. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  a  copy  fnU  of  errors.  I  don't  think  that  any  presumption  for 
or  against  the  election -officers  can  arise  from  either  of  them  as  they  are  executed. 
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an  insecure  court-house.' 

Gainesville,  January  5, 1877 

Irving  E.  Webster  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Were  you  the  county  clerk  on  the  7th  of  November  last  ? — ^Answer.  I 
was. 

Q.  Had  you  possession  of  the  records  of  the  county  poll-lists,  registration,  returns, 
&c.?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  brought  with  you  any  documents  showing  the  record  of  the  votes  cast 
at  Archer  precinct  in  '72,  '74,  and  other  elections  since  that  time? — ^A.  No,  sir:  I  have 
not.  Thars  one  thing  I  did  not  recollect.  I  can  send  for  it ;  my  deputy  is  right  hei«. 
This  is  not  for  more  than  two  years  ago. 

Q.  I  want  the  record  for  '72,  '74  and  subsequent  elections. — ^A.  I  don't  know  where 
the  other  book  is.    I  have  never  seen  it. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  building  is  your  office  in  ? — A.  It  is  in  the  court-house-— a  wooden 
building. 

Q.  How  is  it  for  security  ?— A.  It  is  very  insecure,  indeed. 

Q.  Could  any  person  open  the  shutters  and  come  in  ? — A.  The  windows  are  fastened 
on  the  outside  with  board-shutters,  hooked,  not  barred,  and  they  have  shrunken,  or 
were  never  made  to  fit,  so  that  a  man  could  put  in  his  nand  and  open  or  unlock  the 
shutters,  and  the  windows  were  broken. 

Q.  Was  the  glass  broken  in  the  window  ?--A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  very  large  panes  of 
glass,  and  there  was  one  light  broken  out  of  each  window. 

Q.  Were  the  records  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  the  ballots,  &c.,  brought  to  your 
office  ? — A.  They  were. 

Q.  By  whom  ?— A.  By  Richard  H.  Black. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  The  day  after  the  election — on  the  8th  of 
November. 

Q.  Were  they  brought  sealed  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner  were  they  sealed  ? — A.  The  returns  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  They  were  in  an  envelope,  sealed. 
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RQ.  With  the  ballots,  &c  ?— A.  Not  iu  the  ballot-box.  That  had  the  opening  of  the 
top  in  which  the  votes  were  dropped  covered  up  with  paper,  and  it  was  sealed  around 
the  edges  of  the  paper  with  sealing-wax,  and  the  key-hole  was  sealed. 

Q.  Was  the  poll-list  and  registration-papers  in  that  f — A.  The  registration-list  was 
in  the  box.  I  don't  recollect  whether  the  poll-list  was  in  the  box  or  iu  the  envelope. 
The  returns  came  at  the  same  time. 

A  POLL-LIST  STOLEN. 

Q.  Have  you  the  poll-list  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  What  became  of  it? — A.  It  has  been  taken  from  my  office. 

Q.  By  whom  t — A.  I  could  not  tell.  It  has  been  missing  I  don't  know  how  long.  1 
did  not  know  it  was  gone  at  all  until  I  was  called  to  produce  it  last  week. 

Q.  Have  you  the  poll-list  of  Waldo  precinct  f — A.  That  is  missing  too ;  these  two 
poll-lists. 

(^.  Do  yon  know  of  anybody  having  stationed  people  around  your  office  at  night 
after  the  election  before  the  canvass  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  office  was  guarded. 

Q.  By  whom,  republicans  or  democrats  f—A.  By  the  democratic  party ;  guarded 
two  or  three  nights. 

Q.  So  that  the  republicans,  at  any  rate,  could  not  get  into  it  at  night  without  the 
permission  of  the  guard? — A.  I  suppose  they  were  guarding  the  office — the  whole 
bailding  for  that  matter ;  they  were  stationed  there  for  that  purpose,  to  guard  the 
votes,  as  they  stated^  to  see  that  no  one  could  meddle  with  the  box. 

Q.  Was  this  poll-list  taken  awav  after  the  canvass  or  before  ?— A.  After. 

Q.  Was  that  box  opened  after  this  guarding  had  taken  place? — A.  That  was  opened 
before  the  board  of  county  canvassers. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  found  in  the  box  ? — A.  277. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  the  democrats  claim  were  cast  at  that  precinct  ?— A.  316. 

Q.  How  many  did  the  republicans  claim  ? — A.  .535. 

Q.  So  the  number  of  ballots  found  in  the  box  did  not  correspond  ? — A.  Not  very  near. 

Q.  Have  you  brought  the  ballots  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  We  want  to  see  those  ballots.  Have  you  brought  with  you  the  presentment  of 
the  grand  jury  with  reference  to  Archer  precinct  No.  2  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  in  my 
minutes  of  the  court. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  can  produce  the  record ;  it  is  there  at  the 
office. 

Q.    That  we  would  like  to  have.    Is  it  not  printed  ?— A.  It  has  beeu  printed. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Had  you  not  better  have  a  certified  copy  of  everything  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Have  a  certified  copy  made  and  I  will  compensate  you  for  it ;  have  it  made  right 
away.    Does  it  relate  to  other  matters  beside  Archer  precinct  No.  2  ? — A.  No  elec- 
tion matters  except  in  that  precinct ;  and  it  relates  to  other  things  connected  with  the 
count,  misdemeanors,  &c. 
Q.  In  connection  with  that  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Just  furnish  us  a  copy  of  the  whole  record. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  had  the  poll-list  at  the  time  of  the  canvass  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we 
had. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect  whether  it  was  brought  in  the  box. 

Q.  Had  the  box  been  opened  from  the  time  it  was  delivered  to  you  until  the  can- 
Taas?— A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  had  or  not. 

A   BROKEN  ballot-box. 

Q.  Did  it  look  sot— A.  It  had  not  been  unlocked  that  I  know  of.  The  cover  was 
lowe,  so  that  any  one— I  will  explain  what  I  mean.  When  we  had  it  before  the  com- 
mittee last  week,  one  of  the  committee  took  hold  of  the  cover  and  raised  it  without 
unlocking  the  box.    It  raised  very  easily,  showing  that  the  screws  had  been  torn  out. 

Q.  It  was  screwed  besides  looked  f'^A.  The  screws  holding  the  top  of  the  lock  in  the 
WTw  palled  out. 

Q.  That  was  last  week  ?--A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  it  at  the  time  it  was  opened  before  the  canvassers  ? — A.  So  that  you 
•^oald  raise  it  a  little  bit ;  still  enough  so  that  you  could  slide  under  one  end  of  a  pen- 
liolder  idl  around  on  the  three  sides. 

Q.  That  was  at  the  time  of  the  canvass  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  seals  broken  in  any  way  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  stiU  sealed  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  whole  of  the  top  was  still  covered. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  don't  know  whether  the  poll-list  was  in  there  or  not  ? — A.  I 
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don't  recollect.  I  know  it  was  returned,  but  whether  in  the  box  or  in  an  envelope  with 
the  retnms  I  conld  not  say. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect,  in  opening  it,  whether  it  was  in  there  or  not  ? — A.  There  was 
some  retnm  in  the  box. 

Q.  I  mean  this  Archer  No.  2. — A.  I  conld  not  tell.    I  did  not  notice  which  return. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  seal  impressed  on  this  box,  or  was  it  merely  wax  smeared  over  !- 
A.  It  was  just  dropped  on. 

Q.  Could  it  not  be  opened  and  more  wax  dropped  on,  so  as  to  make  it  have  the 
appearance  that  it  had  not  been  opened  T — ^A.  There  was  no  seal  upon  it  whatever.  It 
was  just  pressed  with  a  stick  of  sealing-wax. 

[Papers  handed  by  deputy  county  clerk  to  witness.] 

Q.  Have  you  now  the  record  of  the  vote  of  the  previous  election  f — A.  I  have,  sir. 
I  have  a  record  of  the  number  of  votes  cast  in  74.  That  is  as  far  back  as  I  have  tfaem: 
just  two  years. 

Q.  What  is  the  whole  number  f — A.  You  mean  of  the  votes  cast  in  this  county? 

Q,  No,  sir ;  I  mean  in  that  precinct.— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give  you  it  in 
that  precinct.    I  did  not  understand  you,  and  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  in  the  office. 

Q.  You  must  have  the  records,  papers,  and  returns  made  from  that  precinct  f 
By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  You  must  have  the  record  of  the  canvass  in  a  book.— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  might  be 
all  there. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  mean  the  canvass  of  74  f 
By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  It  must  be  entered  in  a  book  to  show  what  the  total  wasT— A.  It  does  not  show 
from  each  precinct;  it  is  from  the  whole  county. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  not  you  have  the  papers  in  your  office  on  which  that  record  is  made  out  ?— 
A.  They  should  be  there.  I  will  send  right  off  after  them,  but  I  don't  know  where 
they  are. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  In  regard  to  that  box ;  do  you  remember  when  it  was  delivered  to  you  ?— A.  It 
was  delivered  to  me  abont  noon  on  Wednesday,  the  8th. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  about  the  lifting  of  the  top  then  I  Was  it  in  the  same 
condition  as  when  you  had  it  before  the  county  canvassers  T — A.  The  cover  was  never 
made  tight ;  the  hinges  were  not  put  in  so  that  the  cover  shut  down  tight. 

Q.  Was  it  raised  a  little  when  delivered  to  you  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  notice  that 
the  cover  could  be  lifted  open  without  unlocking  it  until  last  week. 

Q.  You  did  not  notice  that  at  the  time  of  the  county  canvass  7 — A.  I  did  not  notice 
it  until  last  week. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Black  was  one  of  the  republican  inspectors  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  He  has  claimed  that  535  votes  were  cast  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  see  the  motive  that  Mr.  Black  could  have  had  in  taking  ballots  out  ot 
the  box  so  that  there  would  be  only  277,  less  by  40  or  50  than  the  democrats  admit- 
ted were  in  the  box  f— A.  I  could  see  no  motive  in  taking  them  out  whatever. 
By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  By  anybody  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  May  not  the  motive  have  existed  on  the  part  of  those  who  wanted  that  it  shouI<l 
be  returned  less,  while  the  man  who  wanted  to  show  that  there  were  535  votes  would 
have  wanted  to  add  instead  of  taking  out  ? — A.  It  was  natural  to  have  it  correspond 
with  the  numbers  they  thought. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  registration-list  returned  from  that  poll  f — A.  I  think 
but  one  checked.    There  were  two  sent  out. 

Q.  Not  two  checked  f — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Only  one  returned  to  you  ? — A.  I  think  they  were  both  returned,  but  one  came  up 
blank. 

<l.  Have  yon  not  a  copy  of  them  separate,  so  that  we  can  understand  whether  each 
was  checked  ? — A.  No,  sir;  all  were  put  right  in  together. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  If  there  are  two  checked  you  can  tell  ? — A.  Only  one  checked.     I  s(  arched  thtni 
all  over. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  The  other  is  marked  Archer  No.  2  ? — ^A.  No,  sir.    I  tell  from  the  officers  votinjr. 
Q.  [Referring  to  printed  registration-list.]    Whose  handwriting  is  on  here? — A.  That 
is  mine ;  I  marked  that  last  week. 

Q.  After  it  was  returned  to  yon  f — A.  To  distinguish  it  from  the  other,  and  to  save 
me  from  looking  so  much.  In  a  uumher  of  precincts  thronghoat  the  county  they  gen- 
erally use  bat  one  of  the  registration-lists,  but  return  them  both ;  only  one  checked, 
bat  both  thrown  in  together. 

Q.  May  yon  not  be  in  error  about  that.  May  not  both  have  been  in  together  when 
jon  took  them  out,  or  did  you  pick  them  out  separately  T — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  there  was  not  one  besides  this  marked  Archer  No.  2,  which  was 
the  other  one  belonging  to  that  precinct  ? — A.  I  know  it  is  No.  2  by  the  checking  off  of 
the  officers  voting  there  at  that  precinct.  That  is  all  I  can  judge  by.  This  one  I  know 
was  returned  from  there,  however,  because  it  was  in  the  box. 

Q.  Because  it  has  the  officers  votinef — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  it  was  left  in  the  box 
on  til  called  for  to  be  produced  before  toe  grand  jury. 

Q.  Was  the  other  not  in  the  box  also  T— A.  I  can't  say  about  that.  I  did  not  notice 
bot  one  checked.  I  just  took  them  out  and  took  one  in  before  the  grand  jury.  Here 
is  the  return  [referring  to  book]  of  1872,  also.    I  did  not  notice  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  citizen  of  the  conntv  has  had  the  registration-list  to 
copy  from  since  that  time,  except  the  officers  f — A.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  it  has  been  lying 
aboot  there  in  the  office,  and  any  one  could  pick  it  up  that  chose  to.  It  is  not  kept  as 
part  of  the  record  of  the  office — none  of  these  registration-lists  are. 

<J.  Have  you  observed  any  particular  person  that  was  handling  this  registration- 
list  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  I  have.  People  could  come  in  and  pick  up  the 
registration -list  and  I  would  not  mind  them.  After  the  election  they  are  ni^t  preserved 
at  all.  [Papers  handed  by  deputy  county  clerk  to  witness.]  I  have  now  a  certificate 
of  the  election  held  at  Archer  in  1874.    There  was  only  one  precinct  then. 

Q.  No  Archer  No.  1  and  2,  but  all  in  one  precinct  t — A.  All  in  one  precinct  up  there 
at  that  time. 

Q.  What  was  the  whole  vote  cast  t — A.  I  find  I  am  mistaken  ;  this  is  simply  the 
nmnber  of  votes  polled  under  protest.  I  have  not  a  certificate  of  the  result  in  that 
I  precinct. 

Q.  The  records  of  your  office  do  not  show  it  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Arejron  sure  you  could  not  find  it  by  searching  after  itT— A.  I  am  pretty  sure  I 
could  not.  I  might  ask  the  old  clerk,  who  was  in  before  I  was  appointed,  if  he  knows 
anything  about  it. 
Q.  I  wish  von  would  f — A.  If  it  is  there  he  could  very  soon  tell  me. 
Q.  I  would  like  to  have  yon  bring  and  leave  with  the  committee  any  of  the  registra- 
tion-lists that  yon  do  not  know  to  he  from  other  precincts ;  we  want  that  other  regis- 
tration-list that  was  sent  to  Archer  No.  2  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  that  yon  identify  as  being  from  other  precincts  by  the  names  of  the  officers 
voting  yon  need  not  bring  for  the  present  ? — A.  I  wish,  if  you  could,  that  you  would 
get  through  with  my  verbal  testimony,  and  these  papers  I  will  leave  in  charge  of  my 
oepaty. 

Q.  We  will  nob  take  more  of  your  time  than  necessary.  We  would  like  to  have  the 
report  of  the  grand  jury  on  thiis  matter. — A.  I  will  go  home  and  have  a  copy  made 
right  away. 

Q.  See  also  if  yon  can  get  on  the  track  of  the  precinct  returns. — A.  I  only  know  what 
the  returns  of  the  whole  county  were  at  the  previous  election.  If  possible,  I  will  get 
the  official  returns  of  Archer. 

Q.  What  are  these  other  papers  t — A.  The  poll-list  this  year  of  other  precincts  in  the 
county. 

(The  full  report  of  the  grand  jury  of  Alachua  County,  and  subsequent  memoranda 
"ubmitted  by  four  of  the  grand  jurors,  referred  to  in  tho  testimony  of  Mr.  Webster,  are 
here  admitted  in  evidence.) 

PBESKNTMENT  OP  THE  GRAND  JURY  OF  ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

In  the  circuit  court,  fifth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida,  fall  term,  A.  D.  1676.    Alachua 

County. 
The  grand  jurors  of  the  State  of  Florida  impaneled  and  sworn  to  inqnire  and  true  pre- 
soitment  make  in  and  for  the  body  of  the  county  of  Alachua  aforesaid,  do  make  this 
general  presentment  after  a  long  session,  during  which  time  it  is  our  painful  duty  to 
tty  that  we  have  had  under  our  consideration  no  less  than  five  cases  of  homicide,  all 
01  which  have  occurred  during  the  present  year.  These  occurrences  are  in  a  great 
""^^ure  attributed  to  the  censurable  practice  of  carrying  concealed  weaijons. 
A  '^*  ^^^^  ordinary  felonies  we  have  had  but  one  case  under  our  consideration,  and 
™|^a  matter  of  inquiry  alone  on  the  part  of  the  grand  jury,  not  having  been  reported 
frwn  a  justice  court,  and  for  which  an  indictment  was  found. 
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We  regret  to  say  that  one  justice  of  the  peace  sent  op  retarns  to  this  body  from 
his  court  entirely  unsupported  by  any  evidence  whatever,  at  great  expense  to  the  State. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  generally  to 
use  more  care  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  in  all  cases  coming  before  them  for 
a  preliminary  bearing,  and  to  be  sure  of  their  proof  before  they  bind  parties  to  answer 
to  a  higher  court. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  we  have  been  informed  by  the  State  attorney  that  only 
four  informations  bave  been  presented  durinj^  the  present  court  for  petty  misde- 
meanors. This  is  an  evidence  to  us  that  crimes  of  a  lower  grade  appear  to  be 
lessening. 

We  find  the  public  roads  and  bridges  in  very  bad  fix,  and  we  are  informed  that  they 
have  not  been  worked  this  year,  and  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the  road  commis- 
sioners in  the  respective  road  districts  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  would  remind 
them  that  there  is  a  penalty  under  the  law  for  neglect  of  duty. 

We  have  examined  into  the  condition  of  the  county  clerk's  office  and  find  it  in  a 
very  unsafe  condition,  and  would  recommend  a  fire-proof  safe  for  the  security  of  the 
records,  otherwise  in  good  order. 

The  sherifi's  office  in  good  condition.  Books  properly  kept,  and  in  neat  condition. 
No  furniture  wanted.  ^ 

County  treasurer's  books  correct ;  after  a  thorough  examination  find  well  kept. 

Judge  of  probate  books  in  good  condition ;  find  nothing  wanted ;  has  iron  safe  in 
office  for  safe  preservation  of  books  and  papers. 

We  do  most  earnestly  recommend  that  a  rock  or  brick  jail  be  built  at  the  earliest 
day  practicable. 

We  also  recommend  that  a  combination  fence  of  wood  and  iron  be  built  around 
the  court-house  square,  and  that  the  grounds  be  improved.  We  would  also  recom- 
mend that*the  court-house  be  renovated,  and  that  proper  locks  and  fastenings  be  put 
on  the  doors  and  windows  for  the  better  security  of  the  same. 

We  would  congratulate  the  people  of  our  county  upon  the  peaceable  manner  in 
which  our  election  has  passed  away.  In  regard  to  the  reported  fraud  at  box  No.  2,  at 
Archer  precinct,  we  have  had  before  us  four  or  five  witnesses,  and  access  to  the  poll- 
list  and  returns ;  have  examined  them  carefully  and  thoroughly,  and  find  they  corre- 
spond. 

We  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  his  honor  J.  11.  Goss,  and  the  State's  attorney,  for 
their  able  and  courteous  conduct  while  presiding  over  the  court. 

All  of  which  we  respectfully  submit.  • 

W.  A.  COLCLOUGH, 

Foreman, 

November  23, 1876. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida, 
in  and  for  Alachua  County,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct 
copv  of  the  general  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  impaneled  and  sworn  at  fall  term 
of  the  circuit  court,  A.  D.  1876,  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  as  appears 
npon  the  records  in  my  office. 

In  t«stimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially  and  afiixed  the  seal  of 
the  circuit  court  this  5th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1877.  

[SEAL.]  IRVING  E.  WEBSTER. 

Clerk  Circuit  C^urt, 

Col.  W.  A.  Colclough  came  into  open  court  and  presented  the  following: 

We,  the  nndersiflped  members  of  the  grand  jury  impaneled  at  the  fall  term  of  1876, 
circuit  court  of  ^achua  County,  Florida,  beg  leave  to  correct  an  error  which  was  in- 
advertently made  in  our  general  presentment,  which  error  is  in  that  portion  of  our 
presentment  which  states,"'  In  regard  to  the  reported  fraud  at  box  No.  2,  at  Archer  pre- 
cinct, we  have  had  before  us  four  or  five  witnesses,  and  access  to  the  poll-list  and 
returns,  and  find  they  correspond,"  which  we  wish  to  correct  by  stating^ that  the  retains 
show  that  the  candidates  received  the  following  number  of  votes  respectively : 

For  members  of  Congress,  H.  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
votes,  (399,)  J.  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  (141,)  making  five 
hundred  and  forty  votes,  (540. >  For  governor,  M.  Steams  received  three  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  (399,)  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  (136,)  making 
five  hundred  and  thirty -five  votes,  (535,)  showing  a  difference  of  five  votes,  whicli  ia 
explained  as  follows :  The  poll-list  shows  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  names,  wbicli 
agrees  with  returns  for  governor,  and  the  returns  show  five  hundred  and  forty  votess 
for  member  of  Congress,  or  five  votes  in  excess  of  the  names  npon  the  poll-list. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  D.  Montgomery,  395;  N.  Hull,  141.  For  electors,  F.  C. 
Humphreys,  399;  W.  Call,  136;  C.  H.  Pearce,  399;  J.  E.  Yonge,  136;  T.  W.  Long,  399  ; 
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R.  B.  HilfcoD,  136 ;  W.  H.  Holden,  399;  Robert  Bullock,  136.  For  State  senator,  J.  T. 
Walls,  399  ;  T.  F.  King,  136.  For  assemblymen,  L.  G.  Dennis,  397 ;  M.  Sparkman,  138 ; 
W.  K.  Cessna,  394 ;  P.  B.  H.  Dudley,  141.  For  constables,  F.  Brown,  232  j  Toby  Adams, 
85;  H.Pearce,20. 

By  actual  connt  of  the  ballots  found  in  the  ballot-box  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2  there 
were  found  to  be  only  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (277)  votes. 

W.  A.  COLCLOUGH. 
J.  A.  CANNON. 
F.  S.  ROBINSON. 
R.  W.  ROBERTS. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  court  in 
and  for  Alachua  County,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy 
of  the  amendment  to  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury,  as  admitted  in  open  court, 
signed  by  W.  A.  Colclough,  R.  W.  Roberts,  F.  S.  Robinson,  and  J.  A.  Cannon,  as  appears 
upon  the  records  of  the  court  now  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  officially  and  affixed  the  seal  of 
the  circuit  court  this  9th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1877. 
[seal.]  I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 


THE   ELECTION   AT  ARCHER   NUMBER  TWO. 

Gaixesviixe,  January  6, 1877. 

Thomas  H.  Vance  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  the  election  at  Archer  No.  2  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber ?— Answer.  I  was. 

Q.  What  officer  ?— A.  Clerk  of  election. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  officers  ? — ^A.  Black,  Green  R.  Moore,  and  Floyd  Dukes. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  in  ? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Who  swore  in  the  others  ? — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  It  was,  as  I  understand,  said  before  the  House  committee  that  you  were  sworn 
in  by  the  county  clerk.  Will  you  explain  about  that  circumstance  ? — A.  The  day  be- 
fore the  election  I  was  going  to  Archer,  and  went  by  the  court-house.  I  talked  to  Mr. 
Webster,  and  he  asked  me  where  I  was  going.  I  told  him  I  was  going  to  Archer.  He 
said,  '*  You  had  better  take  a  blank  along.  They  may  need  you  as  clerk.  Just  sign  it, 
and  it  will  be  all  right.    Moore  will  swear  you  in  anyhow."    And  I  did  so. 

Q.  Did  Webster  swear  you  in  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  sworn  in  by  Moore  ? — A.  Yes»  sir. 

(i>  You  read  and  write,  I  believe,  with  facility — easily  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  swore  Moore  in  f— A.  Nobody  swore  him  in.  He  said  at  the 
time  he  was  a  sworn  officer,  and  he  did  not  suppose  he  needed  to  be  sworn. 

Q.  He  considered  he  was  acting  under  his  oath  as  a  sworn  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Q.  How  did  you  conduct  the  election  ? — A.  It  was  conducted  regularly— just  as  all 
elections  are.  First,  before  we  were  sworn  in,  and  afterward,  R.  H.  Black  announced 
that  the  polls  were  about  to  be  opened,  and  held  the  ballot-box  up,  and  said,  '*  Gen- 
tlemen, you  see  there  is  nothing  in  it.  All  we  want  is  a  fair  and  square  election  to- 
day." And  afterward  he  put  the  box  down  on  a  little  table,  and  locked  it,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Floyd  Dukes,  the  inspector  of  the  democratic  party,  or  reform  party,  as  it  was 
ealled,  '*  Mr.  Dukes,  to  show  that  we  want  to  do  what  is  fair  and  honest  and  square  here 
^^^^y*  you  had  l^etter  sit  before  that  box,  and  put  the  tickets  into  the  box." 

NO  POLL-LIST. 

Q.  That  is  the  list  you  made  out,  was  it  not?  [Handing.] — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  then 
^^  to  Green  R.  Moore,  who  is  said  to  be  a  representative  of  the  republican  party, 
^You  had  better  take  the  tickets  and  hand  them  to  Floyd  Dukes,  and  he  put  the  tickets 
io  the  box;  and  I  shall  stand  over  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Dukes  and  look  over  the  regis- 
tniion-liyt  and  assist  the  clerk  ;"  which  he  did,  and  the  thing  went  along  regularly. 

Q.  How  did  you  make  out  the  poll-list  f — A.  How  did  I  ? 

Q.  Yes, sir. — ^A.  As  the  names  would  be  found  on  the  registration-list,  I  would  write 
them  on  a  piece  of  paper — legal  cap  I  suppose  you  call  it. 

Q.  Did  you  number  the  names  as  they  voted  ? — A,  I  did  until  about  up  to  ten  or 
deyen. 
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Q.  Why  did  you  not  keep  up  the  numbering  t — A.  I  stopped  and  looked  over  the 
instructions  we  had  before  us,  and  they  did  not  require  us  to.         • 

Q.  Why  did  you  stop  and  look  over  the  instructions  to  see  if  they  required  yon  to 
do  so;  did  you  not  have  time  to  make  the  numbering f— A.  No,  sir;  they  were  coming 
pretty  fast,  and  I  did  not  know  the  mode.  So  I  put  it  off  until  I  could  put  it  in  better 
shape.  Afterward  we  got  on  very  near  through,  and  I  thought  then  I  had  better  not 
fool  with  it ;  they  might  say  there  had  been  some  fraud  or  some  rascality  about  it ;  so 
J  just  kept  the  original  papers  as  they  were. 

Q.  Were  the  sheets  or  poll-lists  numbered  ?— A.  No,  sir.  I  tried  to  go  as  near  the 
instructions  as  I  could — to  all  of  it. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  these  instructions  with  yon  ?  These  instructions  were  quo- 
tations from  the  code,  I  believe,  were  they  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  write  the  names  on ;  on  foolscap  or  letter-sheet  ?— A.  Foolscap- 
like  that,  [showing.] 

Q.  Did  you  tear  off  each  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I  am  not  so  positive  whether 
I  tore  all  of  them  in  two  or  not. 

Q.  But  did  not  page  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  changes  or  additions  to  that  poll-list  afterward  f — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  We  have  here  some  papers  purporting  to  be  copies  of  the  poll-list  you  had.  Have 
you  had  occasion  to  examine  whether  these  copies  are  entirely  accurate  ? — A.  No,  sir; 
not  altogether.  I  have  seen  some  of  them  before  the  House  committee ;  they  are  not 
correct. 

Q.  Some  names  are  left  off  of  persons  who  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  purport  to  be  a  certified  copy  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  Some  name«  were  left  off, 
and  some  spelled  bad,  and  some  had  different  given  names  to  them. 

Q.  The  clerk,  in  copying  them,  made  a  mistake  in  some  of  the  given  names  or  did 
not  spell  them  correctly  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  adioufn  for  dinner  T— A.  About  ten  minutes ;  I  suppose  only 
twenty  minutes.  I  and  Mr.  Moore  went  away  and  were  gone  about  ten  minutes  and 
came  back,  and  Floyd  Dukes  and  Black  went  away  about  ten  minutes. 

Q.  Well,  then  what  did  you  do  ?  Go  on  with  the  election  in  the  afternoon  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  close  the  polls,  and  at  what  time  ?— A.  We  closed  the  polls  a  little 
after  sundown.  Mr.  Black  got  up  and  announced,  "O,  yes!  O,  yes!  Any  more  to 
vote?  If  no  more  to  vote,  the  polls  will  now  close."  We  waited  about  five  minutes 
after  he  announced  it,  and  nobody  came  to  vote,  and  so  we  closed  the  polls. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  counting? — A.  Next  the  counting.  We  opened  the  box. 
Mr.  Black  says  to  Green  R.  Moore,  ''Mr.  Moore  had  better  take  the  tickets  and  call 
them  over.''  Mr.  Moore  says  to  Black,  '*  No,  Black,  you  can  do  that ;  I  can't  read  well 
enough.    You  had  better  do  that ;  it  will  be  all  right ;  I  will  stand  and  look  on.'' 

Q.  Is  this  man  Moore  a  white  man? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Black  took  the  tickets  out  and 
called  them ;  I  kept  tally ;  rather,  when  he  took  them  out  he  handed  the  tickets  over 
to  Floyd  Dukes.  A  white  gentleman  in  the  window  was  looking  at  them,  and  said, 
"  Black,  why  not  hand  them  to  Moore  to  see  if  they  are  all  right  or  not  ?"  "  Certainly," 
he  said,  *'  I  would  just  as  soon  do  that  as  not."    So  he  then  banded  them  to  Moore. 

Q.  Who  was  the  person  in  the  window ;  a  white  man  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  remem- 
ber whether  Mr.  Darby  or  Mr.  Geiger  was  in  the  window,  for  backward  and  forward 
they  spelled  each  other  while  this  was  going  on. 

Q.  What  Geiger  was  it  ? — A.  I  think  Wade  Geiger. 

Q.  Are  there  some  colored  men  by  the  name  of  Geiger  there  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir ; 
I  am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  everybody. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  after  counting  ?  Make  any  announcement  of  the  vote  ? — ^A.  Just 
before  we  got  through— maybe  half-way  through — Black  found  two  tickets  togetber. 
He  says,  ''What  will  you  do  with  these  f"  I  took  up  the  instructions  and  read  to  h  im 
where  it  mentioned  about  finding  two  together ;  and  to  find  whether  legally  put  in  , 
we  are  instructed  to  count  over  and  compare  with  the  tally-sheet.  So  then  we  counted 
the  ballots  and  the  poll-list,  to  see  whether  they  tallied.  Black,  as  near  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, counted  the  ballots  and  I  counted  the  tally-list.  I  found  535  names,  and  counted 
it  over  the  second  time,  so  as  to  be  positive  whether  I  was  right  or  not,  and  we  found 
535  names  the  second  time. 

Q.  How  many  ballots  did  you  find  ? — A.  I  then  goes  to  Black  and  asked  him,  "  How 
many  ballots  do  you  find  ?"  He  says,  "  How  many  names  do  you  find  ?"  I  says,  "  Never 
mind ;  how  many  ballots  do  you  find  on  the  string  f"  He  says,  "  I  find  535."  "  That 
is  just  the  number  of  names  I  have  got  on  my  tally-list;  therefore,  I  am  positive  that  I 
am  right  about  them.  You  can  count  them,  if  you  think  I  have  not  counted  them  all 
right.''  I  said,  "  What  shall  we  do  with  tuose  two  votes  here  ?"  He  says,  "  We  had 
better  tear  them  up." 

Q.  What  were  these  votes,  democratic  or  republican  ?— A.  We  never  opened  them  to 
see ;  never  thought  until  after  we  gat  out,  about  an  hour  afterward.     We  then  talked 
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about  the  two  votes ;  that  we  ought  to  have  looked  at  them  to  see  what  they  were, 
whether  republicau  of  democratic. 
Q.  Yoa  noYer  knew  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

THE  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE  VOTE. 

Q.  Was  there  any  annonncement  of  the  vote  ? — A.  After  we  got  through  counting, 
we  went  to  work  to  look  over  the  tally-sheet.  I  kept  the  tally-8hee4.  When  I  got 
throQgh  adding  it  up,  and  told  Black  how  many  I  had,  Black  got  np  and  said  in  the 
window,  **  Gentlemen,  there  are  535  votes  cast,  399  for  the  repablican  candidates  and 
136  for  the  democratic  candidates. 

Q.  Was  that  the  actual  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  you  know  by  your  own  participation  in  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  announcement  made  in  the  presence  of  yourself  and  the  other  oflBcers  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  officers  object  that  it  was  incorrect  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  in  the  crowd  object  that  it  was  incorrect  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  persons  standing  around  there  ?— -A.  Lots  of  them.  After  the  announce- 
ment of  the  vote  they  were  hallooing  and  whooping  there  for  half  an  hour,  I  suppose. 
There  were  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  tifty  people  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  then  ?— A.  After  that  we  went  to  work  and  made  out  the  re- 
tams,  or  I  was  to  work  making  out  the  returns  while  the  people  were  hallooing  and 
^oing  on  over  me.  After  they  were  made  out,  I  said  to  Black,  *'•  We  want  you  to  sign 
this  return.''  He  says,  "  O,  yes.  Come  on,  Moore  and  Dukes."  Black  sat  down  and 
stfTDed  his  name,  and  says  to  Dukes,  "  Daddy,  shall  I  write  it  for  you  ? "  He  said, 
''Yes;''  and  Black  signed  Floyd  Dukes'  name.  He  touched  the  pen.  He  says  to  Moore, 
'*  Sign  your  name.''  Then  Moore  sat  down  and  signed  his  name  and  got  up.  He  says 
to  Mm,  ^*  There  is  another  one."  Black  signed  his  name  to  that,  and  called  to  Floyd, 
"  Shall  I  sign  your  name  to  this  one  f '  "  Certainly,"  he  said,  ^*  you  know  I  can't 
write."  And  Floyd  touched  the  pen.  Green  R.  Moore  says,  "  Damn  it,  sign  my  name. 
I  have  ^ot  a  sore  finger."  And  Black  signed  his  name ;  and  after  signing  it,  Black 
si^ed  his. 

Q.  What  was  done  through  the  day,  so  far  as  checking  the  registration-list  is  con- 
cerned!— A.  I  had  one  re^stration-list,  and  Black  had  one,  looking  over  for  a  man's 
name,  and  when  I  found  it  I  would  check  it  and  say,  '^  Black,  I  have  got  it ;  here  it 
is ;  check  that."    And  then  I  would  writ«  his  name  on  the  poU-list. 

Q.  Snppoee  BlAck  found  it  first  t— A.  He  would  check  it  on  his. 

Q.  Would  you  both  check  every  name  ? — A.  It  might  be.  I  don't  say  that  I  did  for 
certain.  I  think  it  was  in  this  way :  That  if  I  found  it — there  was  so  many  of  them 
there  voting — such  a  rush — I  would  check  and  Black  would  sing  out,  "  Voted."  I 
don't  think  he  would  check.  Mr.  Moore,  he  would  take  in  the  next  man's  ticket,  and 
the  man  would  call  out  his  name,  and  we  would  go  to  looking  for  the  other  one  and 
have  that  checked,    I  think  mighty  near  all  of  them  were  checked. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  check  did  you  make  on  your  list ;  a  V  or  a  straight  mark  ? — A. 
No,  sir ;  something  like  a  V. 

(Registration-list  handed  to  witness.) 

Q.  Can  you  tell  by  the  checks  whether  this  is  the  one  you  checked  or  the  other  man  ? 
Jnst  look  it  over  fully.    Did  you  check  your  own  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Can  yon  tell  by  looking  that  through  ? — A.  I  think,  sir,  that  this  is  mine ;  there 
are  some  there  [pointing]  that  I  think  are  Black's. 

Q.  You  think  those  are  Black's  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Black  use  your  list  part  of  the  time  f — A.  Sometimes  he  would  look  over  with 
nae  when  running  it  over.  It  is  a  difficult  concern  to  work  with ;  it  had  two  depart- 
ments in  it.     It  might  be  he  would  take  hold  and  go  over  with  me  and  leave  his  own. 

Q.  So  you  think  some  checks  were  made  by  him  and  some  by  yourself? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  by  running  over  the  names  of  persons  marked  on  this  other  list 
whether  they  voted  or  not  ?  The  clerk  does  not  seem  to  know  whether  this  is  a  dupli- 
cate list  of  that  precinct  or  not. 

Senator  Tbller.  I  see  here  W.  K.  Cessna. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  did  he  vote  ? — ^A.  I  think  he  voted  at  Barnes's  Store. 

By  Senator  Teixer  : 
Q.  What  was  the  vote  at  Barnes's  Store  ?— A.  Two  hundred,  I  think,  or  two  hundred 
aod  tweuty-five.    It  would  be  very  difficult  to  be  very  certain  about  these  registration - 
li»t*.  -They  are  all  alike,  but  thislooks  to  me  like  the  one  I  had. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  After  you  had  all  signed  the  returns,  what  did  you  do  with  the  papers,  and  the 
UlIoU,  aod  the  box  ? — A.  The  ballots  were  put  into  the  box. 
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Q.  Who  pnt  them  in  ? — ^A.  I  don't  remember  now,  sir,  who  put  them  in  ;  but  I  saw 
them  take  and  chuck  them  into  the  box. 

Q.  How  near  a  box-full  did  they  make  ?— A.  Just  as  full  as  it  could  hold. 

Q.  Was  the  box  just  as  full  as  it  could  hold  when  the  polls  closed  and  when  it  was 
opened  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  before  some  time.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Floyd  Dukes  had  to 
take  a  pen-handle  or  staff  and  shove  the  tickets  in,  so  as  to  get  them  down  in  the  box. 

Q.  What  elsetiid  you  put  in  the  box  ?— A.  I  think  the  oath  of  the  officers. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  poll-list  f— A.  The  poll-list  we  kept    I  kept  that 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  brought  it  and  gave  it  to  the  clerk. 

Q.  Any  other  papers  with  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  returns  from  Archer  precinct  No.  2. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there  at  that  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  you  took  the  poll-lists  and  retnrns,  but  did  not  put  either  into  the  box  f— 
A.  No,  sir  ;  the  returns  were  gi^en  to  K.  H.  Black.  He  brought  them  and  gave  them 
to  the  clerk.  He  handed  the  clerk  the  returns.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  or  Black 
handed  them  to  him.  I  know  it  was  banded  to  him  that  day — the  same  day  the  box 
was  turned  over. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Just  glance  that  over,  and  see  if  that  is  the  return  you  made  that  day.    [Certifi- 
cate of  the  result  of  election  handed  to  witness.] — A.  This  is  not  the  same  return  that 
we  turned  over  to  the  clerk.    It  is  a  synopsis  of  it,  though. 

Q.  The  whole  thing  is  a  mistake.  We  will  get  the  original.  What  did  you  do  with 
the  box  T — A.  That  night,  or  after  that  ? 

Q.  That  night  after  you  got  through. — A.  After  we  got  through,  we  locked  the  box— 
after  the  papers  were  put  in. 

atte:mpt  to  take  the  box. 

Q.  W^ho  had  the  key  ? — A.  At  least,  after  Black  locked  the  box,  he  says,  "  Green,  you 
take  the  box  and  I  will  take  the  key ;  or  give  the  key  to  Floyd  Dukes."  Floyd  Dukeft 
remarked,  **  No :  I  have  to  go  a  mile  and  a  half  from  tow^n,  and  I  would  not  be  in  time 
for  the  train.  You  give  it  to  Green,  or  you  take  it.  It  don't  make  any  difference  to 
me."  Green  did  not  want  to  be  bothered  with  it,  and  said,  "  Take  the  box  and  give 
me  the  key.  I  will  take  the  key,  and,  damn  it,  nobody  can  get  into  that  box  without 
be  gets  the  key."  Black  delivered  the  key  to  Moore  and  said,  "  I  suppose  it  falls  to 
my  lot  to  take  the  box."  He  took  the  box  and  we  all  got  through  and  went  out  of  the 
house.    I  went  to  Black's  house  to  get  something  to  eat. 

While  there,  I  think  Dr.  Carew  and  Mr.  Harvard,  and  young  Mr.  Thomas  Batton, 
I  think  it  was,  came  there  and  asked  us  if  we  were  going  to  Gainesville  with  the  box. 
We  said  we  had  got  no  way  to  go ;  if  we  had  we  would  like  mighty  well  to  go. 
"  Well,"  says  he,  "  if  we  furnish  a  way,  we  would  like  to  have  you  go."  I  said,  •*  I 
would  be  mighty  gla4  to  go,  as  I  was  tired  of  staying  here."  "  Well,"  said  the  others, 
"  suppose  we  can't  get  any  way,  would  you  not  take  the  box  and  go  down  there  witb 
Mr.Blitch,  and  let  both' boxes  be  put  together!"  Mr.  Black  remarked,  "I  haven't" 
anything  to  do  with  Mr.  Blitch.  You  have  expressed  that  the  election,  so  far,  has 
been  the  fairest  you  have  ever  had.  Tjje  box  is  here  secure,  and  I  would  like  to  stay 
at  home."  They  said,  "  Can't  you  let  us  take  it  up?"  He  answered,  "No,  sir.  The 
box  is  here  in  public  view,  and  if  anybody  wants  to  stay  here  and  look  at  it  he  may. 
I  am  going  to  stay  here."  They  said.  "  If  we  get  a  conveyance  to  go  to  Gainesville, 
you  will  go,  will  you?"  I  said,  "Yes,  I  will  go;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
box."  Black  says,  "  If  Vance  goes  I  will."  Just  as  he  stepped  out  of  the  door 
and  made  to  go  off,  Mr.  Carlisle  was  standing  outside  of  the  door.  He  said,  "  Car- 
lisle, go  and  get  a  conveyance,  so  that  we  can  go  right  straight  to  Gainesville 
with  them."  Black  says,  "All  right."  They  were  gone  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  when  they  came  back,  and  were  standing  outside  talking.  I  thought  it 
rather  strange,  and  said  to  Black,  "  There  is  something  wrong,  I  know,  about  this 
box.  I  expect  we  had  better  stay  here."  He  says,  "  Well,  I  don't  know  about  that"' 
I  says,  "Why  are  these  men  talking  and  whispering  around  here.  They  may  mean 
something  that  is  not  all  right."  Says  I,  "  There  is  Carlisle,  he  is  captain  of  a  rifle- 
club,  and  at  any  rate  you  don't  know  what  they  intend  to  do  after  they  get  us  oat  in 
these  hammocks.  I  will  not  go  to  Gainesville  to-night."  We  went  on  back  in  the 
house  and  had  just  sat  down  to  eat  supper,  when  Dr.  Carew,  Harvard,  young  Batton, 
Wade  A.  Geiger,  came  in  and  said  they  were  going  to  take  the  box.  They  said  tiiey 
could  not  get  a  conveyance  to  go  to  Gainsville,  but  they  would  take  it  to  Greorge 
Blitch's  or  to  a  man's  store  and  let  it  stay  there  all  night.  Black  said  the  box  was 
just  as  safe  in  his  house  as  anywhere,  and  it  was  going  to  stay  there.  After  that  they 
*  asked.for  a  triplicate  copy  of  the  returns.  "  Well,"  says  I,  "  The  vote  was  announced 
and  everything  you  say  went  off  fair  and  square;  what  is  the  matter,  anyhow T" 
"  Well,"  says  he,  "We  want  a  triplicate  of  the  other  return."  Says  I,  "  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned  I  am  not  going  to  copy  anything  that  I  don't  know  about."    ''  Well,"  says 
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he,  "That  is  all  right,  vre  know  that  the  law  does  not  require  yon  to  give  us  anything 
of  that  kind,  and  we  jnst  thought  we  would  ask  you,  and  if  you  gave  it  afl  right,  and  if  you 
didn't,  don't  say  anything  more  about  it ;"  and  they  got  up  and  went  out — went  off  down 
the  street.  Some  colored  men  came  to  the  house  then — four  or  five  of  them— and  said, 
''  They  are  raising  thunder  about  that  box  in  town.  They  say  they  are  going  to  have  it. 
What  is  there  about  it  f  What's  the  matter  !"  I  said,  *  *  There  is  nothing  that  I  know ;" 
and  then  I  called  to  Black,  "  Do  you  hear  that  ?"  He  said,  "  Yes."  '•Well,  I  told  you 
that  JQst  now.  They  say  they  are  going  to  have  that  box,  and  are  raising  thunder 
to-nieht.  Is  it  right  that  they  should  have  it  ?"  Black  says,  "No;  the  box  is  left  in 
my  charge,  and  I  must  take  care  of  it."  "  Well,"  said  they,  "  do  you  need  any  assist- 
ance ?  You  don't  know  what  they  are  going  to  do ;"  and  then  two  deputy  marshals, 
Frank  Brown  and  Toby  Adams,  said,  **  If  you  think  you  are  going  to  have  any  trouble 
we  will  stay  here  with  the  box."  Black  said,  "  I  would  be  mighty  glad  if  you  would." 
So  they  staid  there  in  the  house.  The  box  stood  where  everybody  could  see  it ;  and 
Black  says,  "  Gentlemen,  there  is  the  box ;  you  can  all  keep  your  eyes  on  it."  "  Well," 
they  said  to  Black,  "we  are  going  to  stay  right  with  yon  all  night  until  the  train 
comes,  and  then  we  will  go  to  Gainesville  with  the  box.''  In  about  an  hour  or  an  hour 
and  a  half  we  heard  a  special  train  coming.  When  I  heard  it  I  says  to  Black, "  That  is  a 
special  train ;  if  it  stops  here  let  us  go  to  Gainesville."  I  felt  kind  of  uneasy  about  this 
Ik>x  going  to  get  us  into  some  trouble.  He  says,  "AH  right ;"  and  then  sends  one  of  the 
marsoals  to  wake  up  Mr.  Green  R.  Moore  to  go  with  him  to  (Gainesville  with  the  box,  and 
see  that  it  was  turned  over  all  right,  and  that  everything  was  fair  and  square  about  it. 
Moore  came  down  to  the  train  and  got  on  the  train  with  us  to  go  to  Gainesville.  When 
we  got  to  Gainesville  we  came  up  here  to  the  court-house,  but  there  being  no  clerk  up 
there — the  office  was  not  open.  It  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  a  little 
before  daylight — I  says  to  Black,  "  You  are  standing  out  here  in  this  crowd  of  mien, 
who  are  ripping  and  tearing  and  pulling  out  pistols.  Let  us  not  stop  here  in  ibis 
sqnare  any  longer,  but  go  right  to  my  house.  If  yon  feel  like  sleeping  you  can  go  to- 
sleep,  and  leave  the  box  there;  it  will  be  perfectly  safe."  He  said,  "I  believe  that 
will  be  the  best."  So  he  went  to  my  house  with  me.  I  live  right  across  the  street 
here,  and  we  pnt  the  box  under  my  bed.  I  says  to  Black,  "  I  have  been  up  all  night, 
and  I  don't  feel  sleepy.  I  wiU  go  up  town  and  see  what  I  can  hear,  and  as  soon  as  the 
clerk  comes  we  will  get  the  box  out  of  our  possession,"  which  I  did.  The  clerk  came, 
1  soppose,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  during  the  day,  and  I  came  back  and  got 
Black,  and  we  took  the  box  up  to  the  clerk's  office,  and  delivered  the  box  to  him  in  the 
nx)ming. 

Q.  Was  that  box  tampered  with  in  any  way  whatever  from  the  time  the  ballots  were 
pot  into  it  after  the  counting  of  them  until  the  time  it  was  delivered  in  the  morning 
10  the  county  clerk  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  forgot  to  state  that  after  we  got  through  counting 
and  locked  it  we  sealed  the  box  over  the  top. 
Q.  What  did  yon  seal  it  with  f — A.  Sealing-wax. 
Q.  What  color  f — ^A.  I  think  it  was  brown — I  think  they  called  it  brown. 

SPURIOUS  TICKETS. 

Q.  We  had  here  yesterday,  and  it  has  gone  into  the  record,  a  spurious  republican 
ticket,  headed  the  republican  ticket,  with  the  democratic  electors  on  it,  and  a  flag  ou 
it,  with  the  names  of  such  republican  candidates  as  were  on  it  misspelled ;  for  instance, 
for  governor,  "  Marrilous  N.  Stern,"  instead  of  "Marcellus  Stearns,"  and  other  distor- 
tions of  the  names.  Did  you  find  any  of  those  in  the  ballot-box  f— A.  No,  sir.  I  saw 
several  of  them  around  on  that  day. 

Q.  Did  the  republican  ticket  have  a  flag  on  it  ? — A.  It  did. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  precautions  were  taken  about  circulating  the  republican 
ticket  among  colored  republicans  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  they? — A.  They  were  given  to  several  prominent  republicans.  They 
were  delivered  to  the  presidents  of  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  clubs,  and  they  called  their 
clnbs  together  and  gave  every  man  a  ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  clubs  there  are  there  ? — A.  There  is  a  club  there  at  Archer. 

^.  How  many  members  ? — A.  I  think  about  two  hundred.    I  don't  know  exactly. 

Q.  Is  there  one  at  Pineville  f— A.  One  at  Pineville. 

Q.  With  how  many  members  f — A.  About  seventy-five  or  eighty  members. 

0-  Wakahota,  is  there  one  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many  there  T— A.  I  don't  know  exactly.  I  think  as  many  as  a  hun- 
dred. 

Q.  Is  there  one  at  Long  Pond  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  sixty  members. 

Q.  Is  there  one  at  Saint  Joseph's  f—A.  There  is,  I  thmk ;  that  numbers  between 
fifty  and  sixt  V  members. 

ft.  Do  you  know  whether  those  clubs  voted  at  Archer  f—A.  They  did. 

Q.  Were  there  a  large  number  of  colored  republicans  there  that  day  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
,  Q.  A  very  much  larger  number  than  there  were  white  men— democrats  f — A.  O,  yes, 
Hf;  five  to  one. 
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Q.  Did  the  republicans  generally  seem  to  be  voting  their  own  ticket? — A.  Yes, 
dir,  and  were  taking  a  great  interest  in  it,  to  see  that  every  man  had  the  right  ticket 

Q.  Did  the  individual  republicans  seem  to  want  to  get  the  right  ticket  from  the 
leading  republicans  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  tickets  only  from  colored  republicans. 

Q.  Was  there  a  difference  in  the  length  of  the  tickets,  between  the  democratic  and 
republican  f— A.  There  was. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  difference  do  you  think  ?  How  long  was  the  republican  ticket  f— 
A.  The  republican  ticket  was  about  six  to  eight  inches  long. 

Q.  How  long  was  the  democratic  ticket  ? — A.  Over  a  foot  long. 

Q.  Was  there  any  flag  on  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  with  the  flag  on  the  republican  ticket,  and  difference  in  the  length  of  the 
tickets,  there  would  be  no  difllculty  with  a  colored  republican  who  could  not  read  in 
knowing  what  ticket  he  would  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  would  be  no  difficulty. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  have  given  an  account  of  how  the  canvass  was  made,  and  you  say  Black 
signed  the  names  on  the  returns  ? — ^A.  He  signed  his  name  and  Floyd  Duke's  on  the 
first  one.    Green  R.  Moore  signed  his  name  on  the  first  one. 

Q.  And  on  the  second  one  7 — A.  On  the  second  one  I  think  he  signed  both  their 
names.    Green  R.  Moore  said,  ^^  My  fin^  is  sore ;  sign  it.'' 

X^.  Did  you  sign  it,  too,  at  the  same  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  use  different  kinds  of  ink  there  that  day? — A.  We  had  two  inkstands. 
I  don't  know  whether  there  was  different  inks  in  them  or  not.  I  never  paid  any 
attention. 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection  about  it  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect  whether  they  were  dif- 
ferent inks  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  it  at  the  same  time  Black  signed  it,  precisely  ? — A.  Precisely  the 
same  time  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  just  after  he  did. — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  did. 

Q..  When  did  you  ? — A.  I  signed  it  before  we  left  the  room. 

Q.  Before  you  left  the  room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  any  difference  in  the  ink  ? — A.  I  don't ;  there  might  have 
been. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  was  the  other  return  given  to?    One  given  to  the  clerk  and  one  given  to  the 
county  judge.    Who  was  the  county  judge  ? — A.  W.  K.  Cessna. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  sign  that  one  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  [Handing  "  certificate  of  result  of  election"  to  witness.]  Is  this  the  same  ink?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it  is. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  you  signed  it  in  the  same  room  before  you  left  there  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  have  testified  before  in  this  case  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  live  at  Archer  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  live  in  Gainesville. 

Q.  What  called  you  to  Archer  that  day?— A.  What  took  me  to  Archer? 

Q.  That  is  the  same  thing;  what  took  you  there  ? — A.  I  had  been  informed — that  is, 
Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Cessna  and  Josiah  T.  Walls  thought  that  Green  R.  Moore  was 
about  to  sell  us  out  there,  and  Mr.  Dennis  had  a  heap  of  confidence  in  Moore  and  so 
did  Josiah  T.Walls.  They  said,  maybe,  something  like  this:  ''Vance,  could  you  go 
down  there?"  I  says,  " I  would  rather  be  in  Gainesville  than  in  some  other  place 
during  the  election.''  They  asked  me,  "  Do  you  care  to  go  down  there  to  see  how  tninsB 
work  ?"  and  said,  "if  they  don't  work  right,  let  us  know."  They  said  I  would  do 
more  good,  they  knew,  by  going  down  there.  I  said  to  them.  "  May  be  I  will  go."  That 
was  two  or  three  days  before  the  election.  They  had  found  out  that  Green  R.  Moore 
had  been  up  here  trying  to  borrow  money  from  L.  A.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Dennis  to  get  his 
liquors  out  of  the  warehouse,  and  they  were  informed  that  he  got  his  liquors  out  the 
day  before  election. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  he  a  saloon-keeper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  They  wondered  where  Green  got  his  money 
to  get  his  liquors  out.  If  that  is  the  case,  they  said,  something  is  wrong  and  somebody 
has  got  to  go  over  there.  They  thought  that  Cessna  had  better  ^o  or  Walls.  Walls 
says, ."  No,  I  want  to  be  in  Gainesville.  It  is  a  most  important  point ;"  and  they  were 
all  considering  where  they  would  go.  "Well,"  ^ys  I,  "gentlemen,  I  will  go  to 
Archer  and  see  what  goes  on."  In  the  mean  time,  just  before  going  to  Archer,  I  went 
into  the  clerk's  office.  The  clerk  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  Archer.  I  told  him — ^at  least 
I  made  the  remark  that  I  was  going  to  Archer.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  be  clerk 
there.    1  said  not  particularly.    I  was  just  going  to  look  around  while  down  there.    He 
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fiaid,  **  While  down  there  they  may  need  yon  as  clerk  ;  you  had  better  take  this  certifi- 
cate, and  if  so,  jast  sign  your  name  to  if  I  took  his  certificate  and  went  down  there. 
I  did  not  expect  to  be  clerk.  I  knew  also 'that  he  had  no  right  to  swear  in  the  clerk ; 
that  the  inspectors  select  their  own  clerk.  I  had  no  idea  of  being  clerk,  but  expected 
to  go  there  and  work,  by  watching  the  polls ;  see  what  was  done  there.  When  I  got 
down,  I  talked  to  Black  and  Moore.  They  talked  so  fair  that  I  was  led  to  believe  that 
Moore  was  all  right,  and  I  was  going  to  come  back  on  the  next  morning  or  so — it  was 
in  the  morning,  Black  says,  ^*  Look  here,  Vance,  yon  are  fixing  to  go  back  to  Gaines- 
Tille,  but  yon  can  do  us  a  heap  of  good  here  if  you  will  stay  and  act  as  clerk  of  the 
election.'*  I  said,  *^  Black,  I  had  rather  go  to  GainosYille.*'  He  said,  ''  Maybe  it  will 
suit  everybody  here.  I  will  see  Floyd  and  Green.  If  it  will  suit  them  you  could  act 
as  clerk."  After  he  saw  them  he  said  it  was  all  right,  and  then  I  concluded  to  act  as 
cleik  for  them. 

WHY  HE  WENT  TO  ARCHER. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Yon  went  down  there,  at  the  request  of  Dennis  and  Cessna,  to  see  that  there  was 
Dothing  wrong  at  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  say  I  went  specially  at  their  re- 
quest. I  just  said  I  would  go.  Dennis  wanted  Cessna  to  go,  or  Walls,  and  they  did 
not  seem  to  want  to  go.  Cessna  wanted  to  go  in  some  other  direction,  and  they  were 
troubled  as  to  where  they  should  go.  I  said,  **  Before  you  have  any  fuss  about  it,  I 
will  go  to  Archer." 

Q.  After  consultation  with  them  you  went  to  Archer  ?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  On  purpose  for  the  election — to  watch  its  progress  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  you  signed  that  oath  in  the  clerk's  otfice  the  day  before  you  went  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  swear  to  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  examined  before  the  House  committee  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  the  same  story  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  story  did  you  tell  them  f 

The  Chairman.  Let  us  find  out  why  he  did  not. 

Senator  Cooper.  Let  us  see  what  he  told  them  first.  Tell  what  you  told  them  with 
regard  t^  that. — A.  When  Mr.  Thompson  asked  me  did  I  go  there  specially  to  be  clerk 
of  the  election,  I  told  him  I  did  not.  Then  he  asked  me  what  did  I  go  there  for.  I 
told  him  I  went  to  see  Brown.  I  did  not  know  that  I  had  any  right  to  tell  him,  and  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  any  right  to  tell  it  here  what  I  went  for. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  him  what  yon  went  for  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  tell  him  that  you  went  for  business  not  political  in  character  ? — A.  I 
dotft  remember  that  I  did.    I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  You  may  have  done  so.  Did  you  not  tell  him  that  you  took  the  oath  of  office 
there!— A*  I  did. 

Q.  That  you  took  the  oath  nowhere  else  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  told  him  no- 
▼here  else.    I  might  have  done  so. 

Q.  Did  he  not  afterward  present  to  you  this  oath  as  signed  before  the  clerk  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time,  did  you  have  any  recollection  of  anything  before  the  clerk ;  up 
to  the  time  he  showed  you  that  oath,  did  you  have  any  recollection  ot  ever  signing 
anything  before  the  clerk?— A.  I  don't  know  that  I  thought  of  it  at  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  him,  at  any  rate,  until  he  showed  it  to  you  ? — A.  I  did  not  under- 
fitaod.    I  did  not  tell  him  much. 

Q.  That  you  signed  the  oath  before  the  clerk  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  that  you  swore  to  that  there— did  not  tell  him  that  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  swearing  or  not  when  I  signed  it  there. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  him  that  until  he  showed  you  the  paper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  afterward  showed  you  the  paper  ? — A.  I  did  not  tell  him  at  all  about  the  whole 
proceeding,  what  my  business  was  there.  I  did  not  think  I  was  going  to  have  a  fair 
^how  there,  and  I  would  not  go  and  tell  him  what  my  business  was  there. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  you  did  not  tell  him  what  your  business  was  there  ? — A.  I 
did  not  tell  him  what  my  real  business  was  going  down  there.  He  asked  me,  "Who 
did  yoQ^  to  seel  What  did  you  do  when  you  went  there  f "  I  told  him  I  went  to 
i«e  Mr.  John  Brown,  and  I  was  talking  to  John  about  poultry,  as  John  is  a  huckster 
Md  buys  poultry. 

Q.  You  say  you  conducted  the  election,  and  you  think  that  registration -list  presented 
to  you  was  the  one  you  had  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  that  I  think  it  is  the  one  used 
there. 

Q.  Is  it  the  one  you  had  or  not  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q;  What  is  your  impression  on  that  point? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  could  not  say 
PJ«itive.  It  might  have  been  the  one  1  had;  it  looks  like  it  from  the  checks  on  it. 
The  "  V  "  looks  Bke  the  one  I  had,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  one  and  Black  had  another ;  did  he  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

^- Yoo  and  Black  checked  off? — A.  Y'es,  sir.    It  might  be  that  some  time  running 
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over  the  registration-list  to  find  a  name  Black  woald  find  a  name  before  I  did  and 
check  it. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there  that  day  f— -A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  vote  ?— A.  I  don't  know  that 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  I^id  yon  vote  at  the  same  time  Black  did  * — A.  Don't  think  we  did. 

Q.  You  don't  think  you  voted  together  ?— A.  I  don't  remember  when  Black  did  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  Moore  voted  f— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  vot«  at  the  same  time  ? — A.  I  don't  think  he  did.  Would  not  be  poei- 
tive  about  that.    I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  that  Black  voted  with  you  or  not  f — A.  I  could  not  say  about 
that  at  all. 

Q.  What  is  your  best  impression  ?— A.  I  don't  remember.  He  might  have  vot^  be- 
fore or  after. 

Q.  You  don't  know  when  you  did  vote — what  time  of  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  about  it  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  you  have  looked  over  the  copy  of  the  poll-list  furnished  you,  and 
that  there  are  some  names  left  off  from  that  poll-list  that  were  on  the  original ;  did  1 
understand  you  right  f— A.  In  examining  this  certified  copy  t 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  saw  this  certified  copy  which  you  have  here.  I  saw 
one  before  the  House  committee^  and  the  names  on  it  were  not  spelled  right  and  the 
given  names  left  out. 

Q.  Names  were  left  off  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  name  some  one  whose  name  is  left  off? — A.  Have  you  the  list  here  f  1 
will  show  you. 

Q.  Who  was  left  off  f  [Poll-list  handed  to  witness.] — A.  I  suppose  it  will  take  all 
day  to  go  over  that. 

Q.  You  can  recollect  who  was  left  off  ?— A.  I  don't  think  that  I  can. 

The  Chairman.  He  might  examine  at  leisure  and  let  us  kuow  afterwards. 

Witness.  It  may  take  all  day  to  tell  that.  I  could  tell  you  if  you  had  the  original 
poll-list  here.    Then  you  could  compare  with  the  certified  copies  and  see. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Is  not  the  original  poll-list  here  ? — ^A.  It  cannot  be  found.  Somebody  has  stolen 
it  and  several  others. 

Q.  Who  did  you  say  took  the  tickets  in  f — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  In  the  canvass,  who  took  the  tickets  out  and  called  them  f — A.  R.  H.  Black. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  them  when  he  took  them  out  f — A.  Next  he  called  the  naxnea 
over  as  they  were  on  the  tickets. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  them  ? — ^A.  I  suppose,  as  they  were  called — that  is,  I  could 
not  swear  positively ;  I  was  not  looking ;  I  was  tallying  the  tickets  as  he  called  them. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  them  ? — ^A.  He  handed  them  to  Qreen  R.  Moore,  and  Moore 
looked  over  them  to  see  if  they  were  right  or  not,  and  Green  R.  Moore  handed  them  to 
Floyd  Dukes.    That  is  the  way  they  proposed. 

Q.  That  was  the  way  they  did  T — ^A.  They  sat  to  the  left  of  me,  and  I  could  not  see 
what  they  were  doing.  I  suppose  that  was  the  way.  I  could  not  swear  i>08itively  that 
was  the  way  they  did. 

Q.  He  handed  them  to  Moore,  and  he  to  Dukes,  and  Dukes  put  them  in  the  box  T— A. 
I  don't  know  what  Dukes  did  do  with  them.  I  kept  the  tally-sheets,  and  as  he  called 
the  names  I  put  a  mark  to  each  man — Stearns,  Drew,  and  Hull,  &c.  I  had  to  keep  the 
regular  tally,  and  did  jiot  have  time  to  raise  my  eyes  to  see  what  they  did  with  the 
tickets. 

Q.  You  saw  the  ballots  put  in  the  box  after  it  was  over  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  after  it  was 
over. 

Q.  Did  you  count  the  ballots  before  you  commenced  tallying  !— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  just  took  them  out  of  the  box  and  tallied  themf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  count  them  first  ? — A.  No.  As  he  was  taking  up  the  ticket  this  way 
[indicating]  he  would  open  it,  and  if  it  was  for  the  republican  or  democratic  electors 
he  would  call  the  names. 

Q.  You  did  not  count  the  ballots  first  f — A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  you  understand  that  that  was  required  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  that  was 
right,  either.    A  man  might  take  tbem  out  and  mix  up  some  ballots  with  them. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  else  was  put  in  the  ballot-box  besides  the  tickets  t—A.  The  oath  of  the 
officers. 

Q.  Anything  else? — A.  I  don't  remember  anything  else.  We  did  not  put  in  any- 
thiug  but  the  clerk's  oath  and  the  inspector's. 
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Q.  Was  the  oath  of  the  oflBcere  signed  by  each  one  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  Green  R.  Moore  said 
make  it  out ;  he  did  not  know  how  to  do  it  properly. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  them  all  f—A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  to  make  them  ont  and  sign  their 
names,  and  it  would  be  all  right. 

Q.  You  made  out  the  certificate  of  the  oath  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  signed  each  man's  name  to  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  that,  you  say,  into  the  box  ? — A.  I  handed  that,  after  we  got  through 
canyassiDg  the  impers— the  oath  of  office,  the  inspector's  oath  of  office,  the  clerk's  oath 
of  office  were  lying  on  the  table  with  our  poll- list  and  everything  and  returns,  and 
when  we  got  through  with  the  returns  and  signed  up  I  took  up  the  oath.  Here  Black 
says,  "That  oath  of  office,  I  think,  wants  to  go  in  the  box ; "  audi  said,  "  Yes;  I  think 
it  does;"  and  he  says.  "  I  will  open  it  again.'"  I  saw  him  turn  round  and  put  them  in 
the  box,  or  be  might  nave  handed  them  to  Moore  to  put  in. 

Q.  Did  you  certify  to  the  poll-list  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  no  way  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Kept  no  numbers  on  the  poll-list  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  the  poll-list  we  numbered  as  far 
as  ten  or  twelve ;  it  might  have  been  as  high  as  twelve,  but  am  not  so  certain  of  that, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  that  in  the  box,  or  either  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  certain  about  that  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  as  positive  about  that  as  anything  else  ? — A.  I  put  that  in  my  pocket. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  put  that  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  say  that  you  returned  that  in  person  to  the  clerk  f — ^A.  I  went  with  R. 
H.  Black  to  the  court-house  when  he  took  the  box  and  the  returns,  so  as  to  be  sure 
that  the  box  and  returns  were  given  up.  It  had  been  said  that  this  Archer  precinct 
had  always  been  thrown  out  on  account  of  irregularities,  or  always  some  fuss  there. 

Q.  You  returned  it  to  the  clerk,  the  poll-list^  or  Black  did  in  your  presence  f — A. 
Yee,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  speaking  of  yoor  testimony  before  the  House  committee  you  made  a  remark 
something  like  this ;  "  That  you  had  no  show  before  the  House  committee."  What  do 
yon  mean  by  that  ? — A.  The  officer  browbeated  everybody. 

Q.  WTiom  do  you  mean — the  chairman  ? — A.  Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  How  did  he  browbeat  everybody  f — A.  He  stamped  his  feet  at  you  as  if  crazy 
or  something. 

Q.  Did  he  do  that  to  democrats,  or  to  republicans  only  f — A.  To  republicans. 

Q.  You  found  it  difficult  under  those  circumstances  to  give  your  testimony  T — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  wanted  to  go  back  and  explain  the  matter,  but  I  was  advised  by  the  coun- 
sel there  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  worth  while. 

Q.  What  counsel  f  Whom  do  you  mean  by  the  counsel  ? — A.  Mr.  Dunnell,  I  think 
his  name  is. 

Q.  You  mean  the  republican  member  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Thompson  browbeated  the  witnesses  ;  did  he  frighten  you  from  tell- 
ing the  truth  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  he  did  that ;  but  he  went  on  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  a  man  forget  a  great  many  things. 

Q.  But  what  yon  did  state  was  the  truth,  was  it  not,  as  you  understood  it  T — ^A.  To 
the  beet  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  At  that  time  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  wanted  to  go  back  and  make  an  explanation,  and  Mr.  Dunnell 
prevented  it  ? — A.  Mr.  Dunnell  said  he  thought  I  had  better  make  it  before  the  com- 
mittee—make my  explanation  here. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  back  to  explain  anything  you  may  have  forgotten  f — ^A.  No,  sir  ; 
I  did  not  ask  Mr.  Thompson  to. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  back  any  more  before  that  committee  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not 
asked  to. 


THE  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE  VOTE  AT  ARCHER  NUMBER  TWO. 

Gainesville,  January  6j  1877. 
Toby  Adams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qowtion.  Did  you  vote  at  Archer  No.  2  on  election-day  ?— Answer,  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  did  not ;  where  did  you  vote  t — A.  At  No.  1. 

y.  You  were  the  marshal  there  on  that  day— United  States  deputy  marshel?— A.  Yes,  sif 
H'  Around  both  polls  ? — A.  Around  both  polls,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78  FLORIDA ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Q.  You  were  the  marshal  for  both  polls,  were  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  polls  were  held  in  the  same  building,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  held  in  the  same 
bnildine. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  any  announcement  was  made  of  the  vote  of  Archer  No. 
2  at  the  close  of  the  canvass  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  the  announcement  f — A.  Mr.  Black,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  he  announced  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  announcement  T — A.  It  was  535. 

Q.  The  whole  vote  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  whole  vote. 

Q.  How  was  it  divided  between  the  parties?— A.  399  for  Stearns  and  136  for  Drew. 

Q.  Was  there  much  of  a  crowd  present  when  that  announcement  was  made  7 — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  many  people  do  you  think  ? — A.  About  five  or  six  hundred,  sir,  or  more. 

Q.  The  people  from  both  polls  were  there  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  both  of  the  polls. 

Q.  Was  the  announcement  made  at  the  window  of  the  polling-place  of  No.  2  ? — A.  At  the 
window. 

Q.  Did  anybody  object  at  that  time  that  it  was  fraudulent,  or  that  theconntwasnotrigbt, 
when  that  announcement  was  made  f — A.  Not  that  I  beard  myself ;  there  was  such  load 
talking  that  I  found  my  time  all  employed  in  trying  to  keep  them  quiet. 

Q.  The  people  began  to  halloo  and  shout  ? — A.  To  holler  and  whoop  there. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  No.  2  when  the  officers  were  sworn  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  administered  the  oath  to  the  officers  1 — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Who  did  he  swear  in  7 — A.  Black  and  Floyd  he  swore  in,  and  Vance. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  swear  in  Vance  ?— A.  They  were  inside  of  the  house  ;  I  was  outside. 

Q.  Did  you  look  in  the  window  ?— A.  I  was  looking  in  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  Vance  was  sworn  or  not,  or  don't  you  remember  ? — A.  I  jnst 
noticed  that  they  were  swearing  in  some  of  the  gentlemen.  I  was  looking  in,  but  never 
paid  much  attention.    I  noticed  it  was  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing ;  swearing  in  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Black^s  house  that  night  when  the  box  was  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  the  room  ? — A.  I  staid  there  all  the  night,  until  the  train  come. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  with  them  when  they  went  there  with  the  box  f— A.  No,  sir,  I  did 
not  go  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  How  soon  after  did  you  follow  i—A.  In  about  fifteen  minutes. 

Q.  And  from  that  time  until  the  train  came  you  were  there  where  the  box  was,  all  the 
time  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  the  box  put  in  the  room  ? — A.  The  box  was  put  on  a  large  box  that  be 
had  for  bis  child  to  play  in  there. 

Q.  A  kind  of  a  toy-house  ? — A.  A  toy -house ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  plain  sight  of  everybody  7— A.  In  plain  sight  of  everybody. 

Q.  Did  yon  remain  awake  f — A.  I  remained  awake. 

Q.  Did  anybody  touch  or  disturb  that  box  in  any  way  from  the  time  you  saw  it,  fifteen 
minutes  after  they  got  there,  until  the  train  left  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  after  the  train  left ;  did  you  go  up  on  the  train  ? — A.  I  came  on 
the  train  with  the  box. 

Q.  Did  anybody  touch  the  box  on  the  train  7— A.  No,  sir ;  I  set  right  over  it  myself. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  next  after  the  train  arrived  ?— A.  I  came  up  here  in  town,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  Vance's  house  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  you  sat  over  the  box  as  you  came  up  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  under  you  ?— A.  Under  me— underneath  the  seat. 

Q.  Where  you  were  sitting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  Black  announced  the  result  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  399  for  Steams  and  136  for  Drewf—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  announcement  of  the  other  candidates ;  what  they  received  T — A.  1 
did  not  hear,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  about  what  the  electors  received :  any  announcement 
what  the  electors  received  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  announcement  what  the  candidates  for  Congress  received  t 
— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  announcement  beside  what  the  two  governors  received  ?— A.  No, 
sir.  he  did  not. 

Q.  He  simply  made  an  announcement  of  the  governor's  vote  7 — A.  Of  the  governor's  vote : 
that  is  all  I  took  notice  of,  mostly. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  other  f— A.  I  heard  them  talking,  but  not  what  they  said. 

Q.  I  mean  Black.     Did  you  hear  him  read  out  anything  else  ?— A.  No,  sir,  1  did  not. 

Q.  You  immediately  afterward  had  a  great  deal  of  hallooingf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  that  ? — A.  The  colored  people. 

Q.  And  you  were  down  among  them  ? — A.  I  was  there  among  them. 
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Q.  Yon  didnH  hear  anything  else  [abont  the  result  amoni;:  them— what  was  said  about 
the  result  as  to  the  number  of  votes,  except  what  Black  said  ?~A.  I  never  paid  any  attention 
to  it. 

Q.  Did  jon  hear  anything  else  about  it  ?— A.  I  heard  them  talking,  but  I  never  paid  any 
attention  that  I  can  lememMr.    I  just  took  notice  of  the 

Q.  You  donH  remember  anything  else  was  said  about  it  ? — A.  No,  sir.  ] 

Q.  You  voted,  you  say,  at  number  one  ? — A.  Number  one. 

Q.  And  both  were  in  the  same  house  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  live  near  Archer  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  live  right  in  Archer. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  vote  was  there  two  years  ago  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t 
remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  the  number  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  took  any  interest  in  it  at  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  any  interest  whatever  ? — A.  I  have  only  done  it  in  this  vote. 

Thom/vs  H.  Vance  recalled,  and  examined  by  Senator  Cooper. 

Question.  In  the  poll-list  that  you  kept,  did  you  mark  upon  it  the  voters  you  challenged  7 — 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.     **  Sworn,"  rather. 
Q.  Those  that  were  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  did  you  mark  them?— A.  With  the  letter  S. 


THE  CUSTODY  OF  THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

Gainesville,  January  6, 1876. 
Dave  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Mr.  Brown,  were  you  at  Archer  precinct  on  the  day  of  election  T — Answer.   I 
was,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  vote  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  7 — A.  The  republican  ticket. 
Q.  Did  you  have  any  office  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  7 — A.  On  that  day  I  was  United  States  deputy  marshal,  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  the  peace  in  that  place. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Mr.  Black's  house  after  the  count  at  the  time  the  ballot-box  was  there  7— 
A  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  the  box  put ;  was  it  in  plain  sight  t— A.  It  was  in  plain  sight  I  can't 
tell  exactly  what  the  concern  was  which  it  was  on.  It  was  right  up  in  front  on  the  top, 
near  the  fireplace,  like. 

<J.  How  many  persons  were  there  in  the  room ;  were  there  other  officers  besides  yourself, 
any  other  deputy  marshals  there  ? — A.  Frank  Brown  was  in  there,  sir,  and  Toby  Adams. 

Q.  Was  Toby  Adams  a  marshal  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  Elbert  McKinney  was  in  there  some 
time  >  I  passed  him. 

•  Q.  Did  anybody  come  to  inquire  about  the  box — any  white  men  T — A.  When  I  first  went 

in  there  was  no  one  in  at  all,  but  these  men.     I  came  out  to  the  gate,  and  I  met  Mr.  Carlisle 

and  Mr.  Thomas  Darby  at  the  gate,  and  I  asked  them,  '*  Gentlemen,  what  is  to  pay  t"  They 

ipoke  to  me  and  said,  '*  We  want  that  ballot-box  to  go  with  the  other  one,  and  to  be  cared 

for  until  to-morrow  morning.    Our  interest  is  in  that  box,  and  we  want  that  box  to  be  cared 

for  with  the  other  one.''    I  spoke  to  them,  "  Gentlemen,  I  believe,  as  well  as  I  know  about 

it,  that  one  of  the  insnectors  has  the  key  and  the  other  has  the  box,  and  I  guess  that  is  what 

the  law  requires ;  I  think  it  does  anyhow.     So,  if  you  have  any  residence  to  go  to,  I  think 

yon  had  better  go  home  and  go  to  sleep  and  make  yourselves  quiet.    If  you  want  to  see 

anything  abont  your  votes  or  property,  or  anything  else  in  the  box^  wait  until  a  convenient 

Maion  comes  for  that.'*    They  made  answer,  **  We  have  a  right  to  see  abont  our  votes  and 

our  property  there  ;  consequently  we  want  to  attend  to  it."    After  returning  a  little  ways 

from  the  gate  I  met  Mr.  Gieiger — Wade  Geiger.    He  said  to  me,  "  Dave,  I  want  you  to  get 

Qp  a  posse  of  your  men,  United  States  deputy  marshals,  and  I  want  you  to  take  that  box 

and  haTe  it  carried  where  it  can  be  taken  care  of.    If  you  don't  mind,  that  box  will  be  ruined 

Wwe  to-morrow  morning."    I  told  him,  '*  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know  about  that,   or  'I  don't 

^ok  that  we  have  any  right  to  disturb  it,  and  so  you  had  better  go  away.     Tobey  Adams 

« ia  marshal  as  well  as  I  am,  and,  if  it  is  required,  we  will  see  to  it."    I  went  one  way  and 

w  went  the  other. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  the  room  where  the  box  was  ?— A.  The  first  time  I  went  in 
*ee  I  was  not  in  over  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before  I  came  out.  There  was  quite  an 
wcitement  there  about  the  box,  out  on  the  street,  or  road,  you  might  call  it.  Those  who 
w«re  outside  wanted  the  two  boxes  to  go  together,  with  a  white  man. 

Q.  Who  was  the  white  man  t— A.  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Carlisle,  Thomas  Darby,  Wade  Geiger ; 
«08e  I  knew.    Several  others  were  around  there  that  I  did  not  know. 
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Q.  Was  Mr.  Bletch  around  there  that  night  ? — A.  He  was  around  there.  He  was  the 
manager  of  box  No.  1,  and  had  it  under  his  arm  at  that  time. 

Q.  Was  there  any  solicitude  about  No.  I  box  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  make  any  men- 
tion of  that  at  all. 

Q.  They  were  satisfied  to  let  him  carry  that  around  under  his  arm  ? — A.  He  had  it  in  the 
road.  ^ 

Q.  Was  a  democratic  majority  returned  from  that  precinct  ?— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Their  anxiety  was  about  the  one  that  had  the  republican  majority  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  get  your  commission  as  deputy  marshal  ? — A.  I  received  it  from 
Mr.  Barnes. 

EXAMINATION  OF    THE  COMMISSION. 

Q.  Have  you  that  commission  ? — A.  I  believe  I  have  it  in  my  pocket 

Q.  Produce  it. 

[Commission  produced.] 

Q.  Can  you  write  or  read  writing  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  write  or  do  either.    Can  read — 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  can  read  t — A.  A  little,  but  not  of  much  consequence. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  have  had  this  commission  ever  since  it  was  given  you  ? — A.  No,  sir  j  I  never  bad 
it  in  my  charge  ever  since  it  was  given  to  roe. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  out  of  your  charge  1 — A.  About  two  weeks  ;  I  guess  it  was  that 
time,  after  the  election  was  over. 

Q.  Who  had  it  ? — A,  I  don't  know  who  had  it.    I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  give  it  to  ? — A.  Not  (o  any  one  at  all. 

Q.  How  did  it  get  out  of  your  possession  ? — A.  I  hung  my  coat  up  in  the  house,  and 
when  I  felt  in  my  pocket  for  that  commission  it  was  gone  out  of  my  pocket. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  it  again  ? — A.  Well,  the  time  was  about  two  weeks.  I  did  not  take 
a  strict  account  of  the  time  from  the  time  I  lost  it  until  I  found  it.  My  wife  came  to  me  one 
day  and  said '  *  Some  of  the  children  have  found  your  commission  here. ' '  I  said,  '  *  If  they  did, 
that  is  all  right  then ;  put  it  away  in  the  drawer.*'  I  went  in  and  took  it  in  my  hand  and 
shoved  it  in  the  drawer. 

Q.  You  say  two  weeks  ? — A.  I  guess  about  two  weeks.  Could  not  tell  you  positively 
how  long  it  was  out  of  my  care,  because  I  did  not  take  much  account  of  the  time ;  for  the 
fifteenth  day  was  over — the  time  he  gave  me. 

Q.  Were  you  not  sworn,  and  testified  before  the  House  committee  the  other  day  T— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  before  them  that  that  commission  was  out  of  your  possession  two  or  three 
weeks  ? — ^A.  I  told  tliem  two  or  three  weeks,  longer  or  shorter. 

Q.  Did  you  say  two  or  three  weeks  ? — A.  I  said  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  Are  youslitisfied  yon  put  **  two  or  tl^ree  weeks  "  in  your  testimony  before  them  t — A.  1 
am  not  satisfied.    I  don't  know.  I  could  not  tell  positively. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  in  your  testimony  before  them  that  it  was  out  of  your  possession  bat 
a  few  hours  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  but  a  few  hours.  I  told  them  it  was  out  .of  my 
possession  a  week  or  two  or  three.    I  said  some  considerable  time.    I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  that  it  was  out  of  your  possession  only  a  part  of  the  day  f — A.  I 
could  not  say  that 

Q.  Yon  did  not  say  that  ?— A.  I  could  not  say  how  long  it  was  out  of  my  possession. 
I  didn't  know. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  that  before  the  House  committee? — ^A.  I  did  not  say  it  was  out 
of  my  possession 

Q.  For  a  part  of  a  day  only  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that.  I  told  them  I  had 
lost  it  for  some  considerable  time ;  but  could  not  tell  how  long. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  a  part  of  a  day  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  Whom  do  you  now  say  returned  it  to  you  ? — ^A.  My  wife  handed  it  to  me,  and  said 
it  was  found  by  some  of  the  children. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  to  the  committee  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  the  children  returned  it  to  you  1 — A.  No,  sir.  My  wife  told  me  it 
was  found  by  one  of  my  children. 

Q.  How  long  was  it,  after  being  found,  before  it  was  returned  to  you  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
how  long  it  had  been  found  by  the  children.  I  had  gone  off  somewhere;  but  as  soon  as 
I  came  home,  and  got  in  the  house,  she  told  me.  I  had  been  making  strict  inquiry  afler 
t  several  times  during  the  time  it  was  lost. 

Q.  Since  the  time  it  was  lost? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  about  it  whenever  I  thought  of  it. 

MYSTERIOUS  FIGURES. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  those  figures  on  itt  [Showing  **  S  1.80,  D  136,"  on  back  of  com- 
mission. J— A.  I  cannot,  sir. 
Q.  You  don't  know  how  they  came  there  ? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  them. 
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By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  did  not  write  them  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  can't  write  ?— A.  No,  sir.  It  might  be  possible  that  some  of  my  children — my 
little  boy  or  g^rl — might  have  done  IL     I  coald  not  tell  who  did  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  this  before  the  committer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  it  in  their  hands  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  their  hands. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  in  their  hands  f — A.  While  I  was  before  them.  I  could  not  tell  how 
maoj  minutes  it  was  exactly  ;  a  short  time. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  anybodv  wrote  on  it  there  at  that  committee  t— A.  No,  sir  ;  I 
did  not  notice  that  anybody  did.  I  don't  think  anybody  did  :  could  not  tell  positively.  I 
tried  to  notice  particularly,  as  well  as  I  could.  The  committee  called  me  back  and  re- 
qoeeted  me  to  let  them  carry  it  with  them.  I  told  them  I  was  not  willing  for  them  to  have 
it.  Tbey  wished  to  have  it  copied,  so  as  to  carry  the  original.  I  did  *not  think  it  was  right, 
and  I  kept  it. 

By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Q.  They  called  your  attention  to  the  figures  ?— A.  They  did,  sir. 
Q.  And  asked  you  to  explain  them  Y — A.  They  asked  if  I  knew  about  it. 
Q.  Ton  told  them  7 — ^A.  I  did  not  know. 
The  Chairman.  Let  us  have  the  whole  document  put  in. 

[The  following  is  the  document  referred  to : 

**UNrrRD  States  Marshal's  Office, 

•*  Northern  District  of  Florida. 
"  By  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  me  as  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern 
district  of  Florida,  I,  Sherman  Conant,  United  States  marshal,  as  aforesaid,  have  appointed, 
and  by  these  preseents  I  do  hereby  appoint  and  constitute,  David  Brown  to  be  my  lawful  dep- 
atyin  and  for  the  county  of  Alachua,  in  said  district :  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office  of 
depaty  United  States  marshal  until  the  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
"Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1876. 

**8.  CONANT, 
•*  United  States  Marshal. 
*•  Official."] 

Q.  The  figures  are  in  pencil,  in  a  large,  coarse  hand,  and  you  did  not  write  these  at  all  t 
—L  No,  sir  ;  I  can't  write. 
Q.  You  did  not  make  these  figures  and  don't  know  who  did  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  It  might  have  been  done  in  that  committee-room  ¥ — A.  I  don't  know  who  did  it. 
Q.  Did  they  ask  you  for  your  commission  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  asked  me  for  my  commis- 
lion. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  before  they  asked  that  there  were  any  figures  on  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ; 
tb^  were  talking  about  what  I  was  doing  that  day. 
Q.  I  asked  you  whether  you  told  them  there  were  figures  on  it  before  they  asked  for  it  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;   I  did  not.    They  asked  me  for  the  commission,  and  I  showed  it  to  them,  and 
the?  passed  it  around  and  looked  at  them. 

Q.  Then,  if  those  figures  were  on  that  commission  at  the  time  you  handed  it  to  them,  some 
one  must  have  known  they  were  there  t — A.  They  must  have  known  they  were. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  anything  about  it  7 — A.  They  must  have  known.  They  asked  for 
(he  commission.     I  did  not  know  the  figures  were  on  it. 

Q.  Some  one  told  them  about  it  that  Knew  those  figures  were  there  ? — A.  It  must  have 
been,  somehow. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  know  there  were  any  figures  there,  and  did  not  say  anything  about  them 
until  they  examined  you  t — A.  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  When  you  went  did  you  show  your  commission  7 — A.  No,  sir.  They  called  me  again 
before  the  committee. 

Q.  And  in  the  course  of  the  examination  asked  you  about  your  commission  t— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  they  examined  the  other  marshaH — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  outside 
<)f  the  house  when  they  examined  him. 
Q.  What  was  his  name  !-— A.  Elbert  McKinney. 
Q.  Was  there  not  another  ? — A.  Toby  Adams. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  asked  for  his  commission  ? — A.  They  did  not  have  Toby 
AduM  before  them.   Elbert  McKinney  was  before  them. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  asked  for  his  commission  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  know, 
*v;  I  was  outside.    I  think  they  asked  for  nobody's  but  mine. 

S.Rep.611,pt2 6 
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FLORIDA ALACHUA  COUNTY. 


Samuel  T.  Fleming  sworu  and  examined. 


Gainesville,  Januarg  m.  1877 


By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  7 — Answer.  Archer. 

Q.  Were  you  present  there  on  the  day  of  election  f — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  close  of  the  polls? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  announcement  of  the  vote  made  at  the  close  of  the  polls  ? — A.  I  was 
not  thi're  at  the  announcement  of  the  count. 

Q.  You  were  not  there  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  day  1 — A.  Yes, sir;  I  was  there  all  day  with  the  exception 
of  about  twenty  minutes  for  lunch. 

Q.  State  now  what  you  did  and  all  about  it.— A.  Well,  sir,  I  took  a  quire  of  note-paper 
*and  got  on  a  box  between  three  and  four  feet  from  the  window,  and  staid  there  all  day, and 
took  the  names  of  persons  who  voted  there  in  the  order  in  which  they  voted. 

Q.  Have  you  that  list  ? — A.  I  have,  sir ;  a  copy  of  the  list. 

Q.  Where  is  the  original  ?— A.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  Tallahassee. 

Q.  The  secretary  of  state? — A.  Yes, sir. 

i^.  That  list  you  have  got  is  a  correct  copy  ? — A.  I  supposed  it  was  correct,  but  I  found 
one  name  here  on  this  list  which  I  am  not  sure  about. 

Q.  You  supposed  it  was  a  correct  copy  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  call  your  list  off  of  the  voters? — A.  Do  you  want  them  in  the  order  in 
which  they  voted  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  order  which  your  list  runs. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  can  leave  that  list  with  us  here  when  you  get  through  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Abraham  Hamilton      George  Johnson 
Albert  Long 
William  Jones 
Robert  Davis 


Fry  Robinson 
Nelson  Duncan 
A.  Days 
Albert  Hugee 


Richard  Johnson 
Tucker  Barnes 
Ben  London 
Dennis  Phillips 
Jesse  London 
Adam  Grant 
Thomas  Brown 


Caleb  Peterson 
Edmund  Brown 
Ty  Bate^       . 
Peter  Span 
Sandy  White 
Jacob  Jackson 
Alfred  Coleman 
Aaron  Thomas 


Crockett  House 
Abraham  Bryant 
John  Hardy 
Thomas  Haines 
Zack  Newton 
Nephas  Logan 
George  Evans 
Capers  Smith 


By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  donH  know  about  the  spelling  of  that  name  ?- 


-A.  No,  sir. 


Joel  Thompson 
Allan  Brown 
Gib  Allan 
Morris  Crockett 
George  Warner 
Nally  Reddick 
A.  M.  Reddick 
Henry  Riley 
James  Stewart 
Washington    Mosely, 

Jerry  Taylor 
Henry  Jones 
Moses  Brown 
Israel  Paden 
Jack  Row 
Ed.  Reynolds 
Randall  Dickinson 
Ned  White 
Ben  Peoples 


Allan  Purby 
Jacob  Brown 
Ab.  Roberson 
Ned  Brown 
John  Badger 
Jake  Til  man 
Nelson  Abrams 
Mike  Wadsworth 
Zack  Simpson 
Pomp  Riley 
Cfesar  Jackson 
Godfrey  Griffin 
Shade  Brown 
Bill  Taylor 
Julius  Halsey 
Alexander  Pickens 
Morris  Jackson 
James  Lewis 
William  Span 
William  Hightower 


William  Mitchell 
Joe  Jacobs 
Moses  Roberts 
George  Washington 
Joshua  Coffee 
Isaac  Davis 
William  Rodgers 
H.  Scott 
Wesley  Thomas 
Jackson  Stanley 
Charley  Robinson 
Tol^  Berrian      / 
Peter  Peyton 
Alexander  Davis 
Emanuel  Natill 
Marcus  Williams 
Henry  Span 
Ephraim  Wade 
Noah  Wilson 
Jack  Mickens 


Hardy  Adams 
John  Nero 
Chambers  Jackson 
Allan  McCoy 
Aaron  Blair 
Emanuel  Street 
Thomas  Minton 
Dick  McLaughlin 
Willis  Brice 
William  Moss 
Charley  Mosely 
Dick  Samuel 
Alexander  McDowell 
William  Rawls 
Sam  Riley 
Zed  Rowland 
Anderson  Arlidge 
Jerry  Hunter 
John  Riley 
Anson  McLaughlin 


By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  spell  it  with  a  **G  ?"— A.  It  is  the  same  thing — McLaughlin. 
Q.  You  pronounce  it  differently ;  one  is  McLaughlin.— A.  One  is  the  father  of  the  otbor. 


Andrew  LaBerth 
Isaac  Anderson 
Ben.  Bland 
Dave  Williams 
Smart  Dorsee 
Harry  Jones 
Lewis  Lang 


Jack  White 
Newton  Brown 
Stephen  Cataline 
Ben.  Castile 
Joe  Adams 
Peter  Weaver 


Ed.  Riley 
Edwin  Mitchell 
Alexander  Cotman 
Lewis  Cooper 
Nero  Berrian 
Doc.  Rogers. 


Sanders  Williams 
Mitchell  Reed 
Jim  Minton 
Jim  Brown 
Madison  Jackson 
James  Garliug 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Which  is  it,  Garling^  or  GarliDgton  f— A.  James  Garling. 


Jos.  J.  Jones 
J.  M.  Snowden 


W.  O.  Colson 
J.  J.  Griffen 


Harry  Neal 
George  Gramlin 


Moses  Johnson 
Paul  Johnson — 


By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  it  Paul  or  Hall  t—A. 


Paul. 


S«mael  Wright 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  How  do  you  spell  Wright?    With  a  **W"  or  **R"f— A. 
but  I  don*t  know  but  that  **  Wright**  would  be  proper. 


Ned  Gilbert 
James  Page 
J.J.  Helveston 
Robert  Rowden 
Lewis  Malphus 
Dave  Butler 


Ephraim  Shaw 
Ned  Ford 
Milton  Richardson 
Frank  Harrison 
Alfred  Lawrence 
Samuel  Williams 


Reuben  LaBerth 
George  Edwards 
Simon  Wright 
Ben.  Harrison 
Alfred  LaBerth 
Guy  Wright 


I  have  it  with  an  **R,' 

Hilliard  Brown 
Henry  Pouncy 
Washington  Chapel 
Warren  Davis 
Jasper  McMullan 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  McMullan  ?— A.  I  think  it  is  McMullan. 


Isaac  Sammons 
Walsh  Walt>n 
Thoroas  Rollins 
Samael  McNeal 
William  Johnson 
Adam  Beattie 
Walter  Summers 
Chester  Moeely 
Landy  Tyler 
Ed.  Roberts 
Bill  Coleman 
Scipio  Webb 
James  McLin 
Mineo  Frazier 
G Johnson 
Lawis  Reading 
Perry  Henderson 
Simon  Veal 
Andrew  Veal 
Fortnne  Nattiel 
Henry  Smith 
John  Nattiel 
Tomer  Gray 
Starling  Hunt 
Samuel  Jones 
Dick  Crockett 
Dick  Days 
Peter  Brown 
£Mei  James 
Edward  Owens 
8andy  Qaanty 
Andrew  Agison 
Richard  Walton 
Frank  Thompson 
Jesse  Wells 


Henry  Bell 
Wade  Brown 
Abe  Sims 
Amos  Brown 
Gabriel  Harrison 
Amos  Hunter 
Philip  Anderson 
Albert  Beattie 
Henry  Adams 
Sam  Stevens 
Henry  Wiggans 
Solomon  I^wis 
Charles  Williams 
Jacko  Johnson 
Billy  Woods 
John  Lewis 
W  H  Geiger 
Wilson  Robinson 
Henry  Boyakim 
Jacob  Row 
Dembo  Duncan 
George  Woods 
Mack  Street,  or 
McStreet,  (the  same 

thing.) 
Aaron  Etollins 
Jack  Thomas 
Frank  Colding 
Ramsey  Mitchi  11 
Anderson  Hunter 
Kinchian  Reeves 
Cupid  Hunter 
Ed.  Jones 
Nelson  Brown 
Charley  Jones 


Henry  Peterson 
Jim  Adams 
Chariie  Walker 
Thomas  Thomas 
Peter  Pinckney 
Pompey  Lawrence 
James  McLin 
John  Beattie 
Dennis  Perry 
Wash  Mosely 
Boss  Haines 
Dublin  Williams 
Lewis  Cherry 
Moses  McLin 
Jonas    Goings,   (or 

Bowens) 
Henry  Ladson 
Andrew  Mosely 
Charlie  Robinson 
Randall  Robinson 
Henry  Washington 
George  Harrison 
Jim  Bingham 
Alexander  Boyakim 
Albert  Tyler 
Manuel  Middleton 
Pompey  Gaskin 
Wash.  Fuller 
Richard  Doby 
Sam.  Anderson* 
Oliver  Cam 
Fred.  Jordan 
Edwin  McHagan 
M^or  Roddick 
J  J  McKinney 


Bill  Jones 
David  Briscoe 
Thomas  Mitchell 
Jacob  Johnson 
Adam  Cooper 
Frank  Brown 
David  Brown 
Lewis  Mack 
Dublin  Nin^ons 
Samuel  Duncan 
Wash  Wilson 
Richard  Sams 
Irving  Johnson 
Allan  Bailey 
Sol  Warren 
Jack  Robinson 
W  A  Geiger 
D  G  Harvard 
William  Snowden 
Elias  Sapp 
8  F  Fleming 
William  Henderson 
William  Williams 
Richard  Jackson 
Daniel  Cooper 
Ed.  Paine 
Joel  Holt 
William  Henry 
Reuben  Wilson 
Mark  Williams 
Jordan  Thomas 
Madison  Williams 
Horace  Wilson 
Edward  L  Young 


By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  That  completes  your  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  I  will  just  go  over  these  names.    Is  Maarice  Jackson  on  your  list  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  voted  there  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Lewis  Lang,  is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  Lewis  Lang  ? 
Q*  Yes,  sir. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  he  is. 
Q«  Ton  don't  think  Lewis  Lang  is  there? — A.  I  dou^t  think  so. 
Q-  Robert  Davis  t— A.  Robert  Davis  is. 
Q.  On  your  list  t— A.  Yes,  sh*. 
Q.  Frank  Dancey  t— A.  He  is  not. 
Q.  He  is  not  t— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Nor  Lewis  Laof^  is  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Phil  Anderson  ? — A.  Philip  Anderson  ?    It  strikes  me  be  is. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  Geor(ce  Kershaw  7 — A.  I  don't  know  him  at  all.   He  is  not  on  there. 

Q.  Primus  Mitchell  ?— A.  I  don't  think  he  is. 

Q.  1  rather  think  you  will  find  him.     I  thought  I  heard  you  call  his  name. 

The  Chairman.  I  can  tell  you  in  a  moment ;  I  have  this  list  in  alphabetical  form ;  no,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Fortune  Nattiel  ? — A.  Fortune  Nattiel  is. 
(J.  James  Page  ? — A.  James  Page  is. 
Q.  Maurice  Jackson  f — A.  Maurice  Jackson  ?    Yes,  sir. 
Q.  He  is  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Lewis  Lang  is  not— James  Mitchell  f — A.  James  Mitchell  is. 
Q.  Randall  Robinson  T — A.  He  is. 
Q.  £d  Riley  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  his  name  irt  on  my  list. 

Q.  James  Williams,  I  believe  yon  say  that  he  is  on  there ;  is  he? — A.  I  don't  remember 
Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  he  is  ? — A.  I  know  the  man  very  well,  but  I  don't  know  wbeth^ 
he  is  on  tne  list  or  not. 
The  Chairman.  What  is  the  name  ? 
Senator  Cooper.  James  Williams. 
The  Chairman.  James  Williams  is  not. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  you  staid  there  all  day  and  took  the  list  of  the  names  as  they  were  given  !— 
A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  Was  that  a  correct  and  fiill  list  of  all  that  voted  there  ? — A.  From  the  outside  of  the 
room  it  was. 

Q.  So  far  as  the  outside  was  concerned  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  inside  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  does  not  include  those  inside  the  room  t — A.  It  does  not 

Q.  How  many  names  are  there  on  your  list,  do  you  remember  f — A.  Three  hundred  and 
four  is  all  I  can  count    I  have  counted  on  my  original  list  305. 

Q   On  your  original  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  that  difference  comes  in  the  copy  ? — A.  It  was  in  the  copying;, 
sir,  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  was  left  off,  or  bow  was  itf— A.  No, sir;  I  don't  know  what 
name  is  left  off. 

Q.  You  made  an  affidavit  did  you  not  1  You  were  examined  before  the  State  canvassing- 
board  in  regard  to  this  question  f— A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  or  make  out  a  list  for  them  of  names  which  you  allege  not  to  have 
voted  there  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  that  list  ? — A.  I  have  not 

Q.  That  was  attached  to  your  affidavit,  was  it  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  was  that  taken  7 — A.  That  was  taken  from  the  poll-list  of  Archer  box 
No.  2. 

Q.  Was  it  from  the  original  poll-list  or  from  a  certified  copy  ? — A.  A  certified  copy. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  see  that  certified  copy  ? — A.  At  Judge  Dawkins's. 

Q.  It  was  not  in  the  clerk's  office  f — ^A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  It  was  a  certified  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  Archer,  No.2t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  certified  to  by  Mr.  Webster,  the  clerk  f—A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Whatever  that  poll-list  thus  certified  to  was,  and  you  took  the  names  of  bow  many, 
do  you  remember  7 — A.  One  hundred  and  sixty-three,  I  think.  I  think  that  was  the  num- 
ber. 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  now  that  that  affidavit  you  made  was  correct  T — ^A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  (Handing.)  See  if  that  is  the  affidavit  that  contains  the  list,  Slq, — A.  TMs  seems  to 
be  a  repeti  tion  ;  a  good  deal  of  it  is  the  same  thing,  is  it  notf 

Q.  You  read  the  affidavit  and  see ;  maybe  that  will  explain  it  to  yon  how  it  la.— A. 
(Reading.) 

Q.  Have  you  now  examined  that  list  t — ^A.  I  have  the  first  part  and  the  last  contiuna  the 
163  names  alluded  to.    The  first  names  here  are  the  names  I  picked  out. 

Q.  You  picked  them  out  of  wbatf — A.  The  certified  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  Archer  box 
No.  2. 

Q.  See  if  this  is  the  certified  copy? — A.  (Examining.)  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  list  out  of  which  you  picked  those  163  names  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Look  at  the  first  name  on  that  list  and  tell  me  what  it  is  ?— A.  Julius  Mills. 

Q.  Is  it  not  Wills  ?— A.  It  may  be  Wills.     I  read  it  Mills.    Probably  it  is  Wills. 

O  Look  along  and  you  will  find  it  Wills  in  the  body  of  the  affidavit — A.  I  read  that 
Mills. 

w  You  wHl  find  it  the  other  way ;  are  you  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  that  affidavit  now  ? — 
A.  Tes,  sir,  I  am. 
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Q.  Are  yoa  willing^  to  reetate  it  here  as  70a  there  stated  it  7 — A.  Tes,  sir. 
[The  affidavit  was  as  follows:] 

State  of  Florida, 

Alachua  Ctnintif : 
PersonallT  appeared  before  me,  L  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  countr, 
Samuel  T.  Fleminft,  who,  beiug  first  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  deposed  and  said  that  at  the 
request  of  several  citizens  of  the  countj  of  Alachua  he  was  present  at  box  or  poll  No.  2  at 
the  election-precinct  of  Archer,  in  said  county,  at  the  ^neral  election  held  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six  ;  that  he  was  present  at  said  poll  or 
box  from  the  opening  till  the  close  of  the  poll  on  said  day  ;  that  he  saw  every  person  who 
voted  at  said  box  on  said  day,  and  wrote  down  the  name  of  each  person  as  said  person  an- 
nooDced  his  name,  and  delivered  his  ballot  to  the  inspectors  at  said  box  or  poll ;  that  the 
papers  attached  to  this,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  J,  K,  L,  M,  N,  being  fourteen 
pages  containing  list  of  names,  are  the  papers  on  which  he  wrote  tbe  names  of  each  pei^n 
wbo  so  voted,  and  that  said  papers  show  the  names  of  all  who  voted  on  said  day  at  said 
poll  or  box  number  two,  except  about  fifteen,  and  not  more  than  fifteen,  persons  who  were  in 
the  room  where  the  inspectors  at  said  box  or  poll  sat  and  received  the  votes ;  the  said  fif- 
teen persons  voting  inside  of  said  room,  and  the  persons  whose  names  affiant  wrote  down  on 
said  papers  as  aforesaid  voting  from  the  outside  of  the  room,  the  affiant  also  voting  outside 
of  said  room.  > 

That  affiant  is  twenty-seven  years  ot  age,  a  citizen  of  and  legal  voter  in  said  county, 
and  a  merchant  by  occupation,  and  that  the  names  of  those  who  appear  on  said  fourteen  pages 
number  three  hundred  and  five,  (305;)  and  that  affiant  knows  personally  and  by  name 
STery  person  of  the  said  three  hundred  and  five,  except  four  or  five. 

And  affiant  further  says  that  he  is  positive  that  not  more  than  fifleen  persons  in  addition 
to  the  said  three  hundred  and  five  whose  names  are  written  on  the  aforesaid  fourteen  papers 
voted  at  said  election  at  box  number  two,  Archer  precinct,  and  that  he  does  not  think  there 
were  so  many  as  fifleen.  And  affiant  further  says  that  he  has  lived  for  twenty-one  years  at 
said  precinct  of  Archer,  and  witlun  seven  miles  of  it;  and  has  kept  store  at  Archer  (where 
he  DOW  keeps  store)  and  within  a  few  miles  of  it  for  nearly  eleven  years,  and  is  familiar 
with  the  names  and  persons  of  the  voters  of  that  part  of  Alachua  County,  and  has  had 
dealings  of  some  kind  with  nearly  every  voter  living  within  five  miles  of  Archer,  and  that 
there  were  not  more  than  ten  persons  who  voted  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876,  at  box 
number  two,  ArcJier  precinct,  wnohad  not  actually  bought  goods  of  him  at  his  store. 

SAMUEL  T.  FLEMING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  November,  A.  D.  1876.  Witness  my  hand 
and  seal  of  office. 

[seal.]  I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Cierk  of  Circuit  Court, 

Q.  Now,  you  say  you  were  not  pr  sent  at  the  close  of  the  polls  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  result  announced  1 — A.  I  did  not  hear  the  result  announced.  I  was 
there  at  the  close  of  the  voting. 

Q.  Go  back  to  the  original  list.  Tou  say  you  think  you  copied  off  all  the  votes  that  were 
given  there.  You  were  there  all  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  exception  of  twenty  minutes 
for  loDch. 

Q.  Is  Frank  Brewer  on  your  list  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Frank  Brewer  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  about  Archer  that  day  T — A.  I  do  not  remember,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  a  poll-list  of  Archer  No.  1  ? 

Senator  Tbller.    I  have  got  it  here. 

Senator  GooPEB,  (handing  poll-list  to  witness. )  See  if  you  can  find  Frank  Brewer  on 
that 

The  Witness,  (examining.)  I  cannot  find  his  name  on  this  list. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  OfNo.1,  Archer?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  How  is  it  with  Lawrence  Brown  t — A.  I  find  Lawrence  Brown  on  this  list. 
Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  more  than  one  of  that  name  f~A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  be  a  colored  man  ?— A.  A  boy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q-  What  is  the  name  of  his  father  t— A.  Peter  Brown  is  the  name  of  his  father. 
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Q.  What  is  the  name  of  his  brother  ? — A.  I  don*t  know  any  of  his  brothers.  He  had  one 
who  was  burued  about  two  or  three  years  ago,  by  the  name  of  Gilbert. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  How  is  it  with  Jonas  Bowens  ?    Do  you  know  such  a  man  f— A.  I  have  his  name 
Gk>ings. 
Q.  Is  he  known  by  that  name  T — A.  I  never  understood  that  he  had  any  other  name. 
Q.  You  have  Jonas  Goings  recorded  as  voting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  See  about  Daniel  Blake.    Do  you  know  him  t— A.  I  know  Peter  Blake. 
Q.  You  know  Peter  Blake? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  lives  about  Archer? — A.  Yes, sir;  he  is  a  right  young  man,  a  boy. 
Q.  See  if  you  can  find  him  on  poll  No.  1. — A.  On  this  list  f 
Q.  Yes.— A.  Peter  Blake  I  find  at  box  No.  I. 
Qr  Archer,  No.  1  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  He  is  a  young  colored  man,  is  he? — A.  Yes,  sir;  right  young. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  know  more  than  one  Pete  Blake  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  Lot  Daniel  ? — A.  Lot  Daniel  7 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  that  day  at  No. 2  or  not? — A.  I  do  not.  I  don't 
think  he  did.    I  don't  remember  of  seeing  him. 

Q.  Is  he  on  the  list  of  No.  1  ? — A.  He  is  quite  a  lad,  anyhow. 

Senator  Teller.  He  is  not  on  either  list 

Senator  Cooper.  Well,  if  you  are  satisfied  we  need  not  look  any  further,  but  see  if  he  is 
on  No.  1. 

Senator  Teller.  I  have  not  looked  on  No.  1. 

The  Witness.  He  is  on  my  list — no ;  sir,  he  is  not  on  this  list. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  Not  on  this  list  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Not  on  No.  1  ?-— A.  No,  sir ;  Cato  Daniels  is  the  father  of  this  boy. 
Senator  Teller.  Lot  voted  there,  but  is  not  on  the  poll-list.     The  probability  is  that  in- 
stead of  putting  Lot  down  they  put  Cato. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Frank  Brewer  you  say  was  on  that  list  ?— A.  He  was  not  on  this  list. 

Q.  It  was  Lawrence  Brown  ? — A.  Lawrence  Brown  is  on  this  list,  and  Peter  Blake. 

Q.  Albert  Dickerson  ;  do  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  live  about  Archer?— -A.  Six  miles  from  Archer. 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  list,  do  you  remember  ?— A.  He  is  not.    I  saw  his  name  on  this  list. 

Q.  On  No.  i  ?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  either  Lawrence  Brown  or  Peter  Blake  here  to  day? — A.  I  did.  I  saw 
Peter  Blake. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Lawrence  Brown  ?— A.  It  strikes  me  that  I  saw  him,  but  I  am  not  posi- 
tive about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Peter  Blake,  too  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  up  with  me  from  Archer.  I  nu^ 
be  mistaken  about  seeing  this  Dickerson,  but  I  think  I  did.   Here  it  is,  Albert  Dickerson. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  here  to*day?— A.  I  don't  know  that  I  have,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Ben  Evans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  7 — A.  I  don't  think  he  is,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — ^A.  Near  Archer. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  on  No.  1  ? — A.  His  name  is  not  on  this  list. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Who  is  that?— A.  Ben  Evans. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  he  an  old  man  7 — A.  An  old  man. 
Q.  You  don't  remember  seeing  him  vote  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  William  Ellis— A..  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Has  he  auy  other  name  by  which  he  goes  t — A.  I  have  understood  so  the  last  few 
tftys.    I  did  not  know  it  bdfore.     Marcus  Williams  he  has  always  gone  by  before. 

J^.  Always  gone  by  the  name  of  Marcus  Williams?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  he  on  your  list  ?— A.  Marcus  Williams. 

Q.  He  is  the  same  man  that  is  known  as  William  Ellis  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  that  until 
a  few  weeks  ago. 

Q.  He  is  the  same  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  here  to-day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  recorded  as  Marcus  Williams  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  understand  that  he  goes  by  the  name  of  William  Ellis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Which  name  did  he  vote  unlcr  ? — A.  Under  that  of  Marcus  William?. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  testify  here  that  William  Ellis  voted  under  the  name  of  Marcus  Williams  ? 

The  Chairman.  He  did  not  vote  under  both  names. 

Senator  Teller.  He  is  checked  as  William  Ellis  on  the  register. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  other  William  Ellis?— A.  I  didn't  know  any  other  William  Ellis 
op  to  two  weeks  ago ;  he  was  the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  at  Archer  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Spence  Frazerf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  be  live  about  Archer? — A.  He  lives  there;  his  brother  livej  there;  he  is  there 
off  and  on ;  has  no  regular  home  that  I  know  of. 

0.  Is  he  on  your  list  t— ^A.  He  is  not 

Q.  Is  he  on  that  No.  1  f  *  A.  I  don't  think  he  is. 

i^.  You  don't  think  he  is  on  No.  1  f — A.  I  did  not  see  his  name,  going  through  it. 

Q.  He  is  a  young  man,  you  say  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  be  is  not  a  boy ;  a  young  man,  probably 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five. 

Q.  Jaco  Johnson.    Do  you  know  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<J.  He  voted,  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  ficd  the  name  of  Jaco  Johnson  on  your  list  ?— A.  Charles  Williams  is  before 
and  Billy  Woods  after  it.    Here  it  is  on  another  copy. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Jaco  Johnson  is  on  your  list  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  :     , 
Q.  I  suppose  my  Jacob  Johnson  is  Jaco?— A.  No,  sir.    There  is  a  Jacob  Johnson. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  Jesse  Lundy  on  your  list  ? — A.  Jesse  London. 

Q.  Jesse  Lundy  is  not?— A.  It  is  the  same  name.     Ben.  and  Jesse  are  brothers. 
Q.  You  know  them  both  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.    Sometimes  we  call  them  Lundy,  and  sometimea 
London. 
Q.  They  are  on  your  list, both  of  them?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  James  Minton  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  it  as  Jim.     Of  course  it's  the  same  thing. 
Q.  Wash  Mosely  ?— A.  Yes,  sir :  there  are  two  of  them,  senior  and  junior. 


Q.  Manuel  Middleton  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Moses  Maxwell ;  is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  I  have  Moses  McLin. 
Q.  No;  Moses  Maxwell.— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  There  was  a  Moses  McLin  7— A.  I  don't  know  Moses  Maxwell  at  all.   There  is  a 
Jaraes  McLin ;  there  are  two,  one  James  and  the  other  Moses  McLin. 
Q.  Yon  don^t  know  Moses  Maxwell  ?— A.  I  don't. 
Beoacor  Teller.  There  is  a  Moses  Maxwell  sworn  and  voted. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  Moses  McLin? — A.  I  do. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  here  to-day  ? — A.  I  did. 
Q.  Did  you  see  Moses  Maxwell  here  to-day  at  all  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Anson  McLaughlin ;  is  he  on  your  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Henry  Madison  ;  is  he  on  your  list  ?— A.  Henry  Madison,  I  am  not  certain,    [To  the 
diiinnin.]  Is  be  on  your  tabulated  form  ? 
The  Cbaikman.  No. 
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By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  him  ?— A.  I  think  I  do,  but  I  cannot  locate  him  here.     I  cannot  re- 
member. 

Q.  Was  that  name  on  No.  I  ? — A.  I  did  not  find  his  name. 

Q.  Neither  of  them.  Maxwell  nor  Madison  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Adam  Nelson  ;  do  you  find  him  on  your  list  ? — A.  I  don't  think  he  U. 

Q.  Not  on  your  list  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  See  if  he  is  on  No.  ] . — A.  I  don't  find  the  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  he  not  on  No.  1  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Do  you  recollect  of  his  voting  at  No.  2  ? — A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Edward  Peterson ;  do  you  know  him  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  I  donH  think  he  is.   He  is  a  very  young  man. 
Q.  Does  he  live  about  Archer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  See  if  he  is  on  No.  1  ? — A.  His  name  is  not  on  No.  1. 
<<^.  Not  on  No.  1  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  here  to-day  ? — A.  Edward  Peterson  ? 
Q.  Yes,  sir  1 — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  did,  sir. 
Q.  You  don't  remember  his  voting  at  No.  2  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Rinaldo  Reddick  ? — A.  They  call  him  Nally  Roddick  ;  he  voted. 
Q.  He  is  on  your  list  as  Nally  Red  dck  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Jack  Robinson  ? — A.  I  know  him. 
Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  I  think  he  is. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Jack  Robinson? 
Senator  Cooper.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Chairman.  Here  it  is  on  his  list. 
Senator  Cooper.  He  is  on  there. 
The  Chairman.  Yes. 

Q.  Manuel  Roberts.   Do  you  know  him? — A.  No, sir;  I  do  not. 
Q.  Not  on  your  list  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  See  if  he  is  on  No.  1. 
Senator  Teller.  I  have  got  Monroe  Roberts. 
Senator  Cooper.  It  is  Monroe  Roberts. 
A.  I  know  Monroo  Roberts. 
Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  ?— »A.  I  rather  think  he  is. 
The  Chairman.  I  don't  see  it. 
{Senator  Cooper.  Not  Monroe  ? 
The  Chairman.  No. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  are  not  satisfied  how  that  is  ? — A.  I  am  not  sure ;  I  don't  see  it,  sir. 
Q.  You  don't  see  it  on  your  list  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir. 
Q,  You  know  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  You  didn't  see  it  on  No.  1  either  ? — A.  lu  looking  over  it  I  did  not  remember  seeing  it. 
Q.  Charles  Roberts ;  is  h«  on  your  list  ? — A.  Charley  Robinson  is. 
The  Chairman.  This  man's  name  is  Charles  Roberts. 
Senator  Cooper.  Is  there  a  Charley  Robinson  f 

The  Chairman.  There  is  a  Charles  Robinson,  not  a  Charley  Robinson. 
Senator  Cooper.  There  is  a  Charles  Robinson  that  has  been  sworn,  but  not  Charley 
Robinson. 
The  Chairman.  Not  yet. 

Senator  Teller.  Charles  Robinsons  was  sworn  and  Charles  Robinson. 
The  Witness.  I  know  Charles  Robertson  and  Robinson. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Both  ?-— A.  I  don't  know  Charles  Roberts. 

Q.  Charles  Robinson  and  Robertson  are  both  on  your  list?— A.  I  think  so,  sir. 
Q.  William  Span,  is  he  on  your  list? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  he  is. 
Q.  Ben  Casteel  ?— A.  It  is  Ben  Castile. 

The  Chairman.  There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Steel  sworn — no,  Pompey  Gaskins 
proved  he  voted  there. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  Ben  Castile?— A.  I  know  Ben  Castile;  Pompey  Gaskius  lives  with 
him. 

Q.  He  is  the  same  man  as  on  your  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Pompey  Gaakins  and  he  live  together  f — A.  Tes,  about  the  same  places 

Q.  He  voted  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ben  Castile  voted  and  Ben  Steel  yon  dpn't  know  ? — A.  He  is  the  same  man,  I  am  very 
safe. 

Q.  He  lives  with  Pompey  7 — A.  No,  Pompey  lives  with  him.  Pompey  is  a  tight  young 
mao. 

Q.  Ben  is  older  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  London  Sanders,  do  yon  know  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  him. 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  listt — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  he  is. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  live  about  Archer? — A.  He  lives  above  Archer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,  At  what  place  ? — A.  Near  Pineville,  I  think,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  hA  on  No.  1  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q'  Is  it  Sanders  or  Saudis  f — A.  I  know  London  Sanders ;  I  find  his  name. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  He  is  on  No.  1  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Londob  Sanders  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jake  Samuel  f — ^A.  I  douH  know  such  a  man  ;  I  know  Dick  Samuel ;  I  don't  know 
Jake  Samuel. 
Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  I — A.  Dick  Samuel  is. 
Q.  Dick  Samuel  is  on  your  lift  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  such  a  man  as  Jake  Samuel  f — A.  I  don't  remeuiber  just  now  ;  I  doitH 
tbink  I  know  him. 
Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  ? — A.  Dick  Samuel  is. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  here  to-day  f — A.  I  don't  remember  that  I  did. 
Q.  You  don't  remember  seeing  him  t — 1.  1  don't  remember. 
Q.  You  don't  know  Jack  Samuel  at  all  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Dick  Samuel  is  on  your  list  as  voting  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  See  if  Jake  is  on  No.  1. — ^A.  I  don't  find  bis  name. 
Q.  Not  on  No.  I  T—A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Capers  Smith  f — A.  I  do  not 
Q.  Is  he  on  your  list? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  any  Shade  Timmons  7 — A.  I  do. 
Q.  Is  be  on  your  list  T — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 
The  Chairman.  I  have  not  got  him  here. 

By  Senator  Coopbr  : 

Q.  Yon  don't  remember  his  being  on  there  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  live  about  Archer  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  See  if  he  is  on  No.  1  7 — A.  I  am  not  positive,  but  it  strikes  me  that  is  the  man's  name 
that  I  lost  on  my  original  list. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  on  the  original  list  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  he  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that's  the  name  missing  on  your  copy  t — A.  I  think  that's  the  name  miss- 
ing on  my  list ;  I  could  not  be  positive  about  it,  but  I  think  so. 

Q.  Aaron  Thomas  is  on  your  list,  I  believe  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  .  Thomas  Thomas— both  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Simon  Right.     Is  he  on  your  list  7— A.  I  don't  remember,  sir. 

?.  How  do  you  spell  it?— A.  R-i-g-h-t,  generally, 
be  CuAUtBiAN.  Samuel  Right  is  on  hi^  list. 
Senator  Cooper.  That  is  the  one  that  testified  to-day  by  the  name  of  Wright    He  is  on 
his  list,  and  voted. 
Q.  Charles  Walker  or  Charley  Walker.— A.  I  don't  think  I  know  him. 
Q.  You  ^on't  think  he  is  on  your  list  ?— A.  I  think  he  is ;  I  am  not  sure  of  it. 
The  Chairman.  Charley  Walker  is  on  his  list 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Mark  Antony  Williams  T—A.  Yes*  sir;  as  Mark  Williams  ;  I  never  knew  of  any  An- 
tony to  it 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  this  the  same  man  as  Mc Williams  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Here's  a  Marcus  Williams.— A.  You  will  find  him ;  Mark  Williams  *,  here's  his  name.. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q,  Samuel  Right    Do  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  as  Right?— A.  I  will  have  to  examine.    [To  the  chairman.]  See  it 
^Ihe  is  on  your  tabulated  form— Right. 
The  Chairman.  Both  are. 
<).  Both  are  on  his  list,  then  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Scipio  Webb.    Do  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
^.  Is  he  on  your  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Landy  or  Tandy  Walker  7 — A.  He  is  on  my  list. 
<i,  Reuben  Wilson  t — ^A.  He  is  on  it. 
<^,  Dublin  Williams  7— A.  I  think  his  name  is  on  it. 

Q.  (To  the  chairman.)  See  if  he  is  on  your  tabulated  form.— A.  (By  the  chairman.) 
1  do  not  see  Dublin  Williams  here. 

The  Witness.  I  find  it  just  after  Boss  Haines  and  before  Lewis  Perry. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q,  He  is  on  your  list — ^Dublin  Williams  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Richard  Walton — is  he  on  your  list?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

€}.  David  Williams  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  Ephraim  Wade? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  on  also  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Dick  Brockett  7— A.  Dick  Crockett  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  such  man  as  Dick  Brockett 7— A.  No,  sir;  IdonH'know  Dick 
KBrockett. 

Q.  You  kcow  Dick  Crockett.    Is  he  on  your  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you, know  Randall  Robinson  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  list?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

<).  Maurice  Jackson.    Did  I  ask  you  about  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Lewis  Lang,  you  say,  is  not?— A.  No, sir. 

<^.  Is  he  on  No.  1  ? — A.  Lewis  Lang  ?    I  donH  know  such  a  man  at  all. 

Q.  See  if  such  a  roan  is  on  No.  1. — A.  I  dou*t  think  I  can  find  him. 

<}.  You  don*t  find  him  on  there  7 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  such  man  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  him. 

The  Witness.  Will  you  look  for  Tandy  Walker?  I  am  not  sure  about  that.  I  got  it 
winixed  with  Charley  Walker. 

The  Chairman.  Tandy  Walker  is  not  of  youT  list  7 

The  Witness.  That  is  the  reason  I  asked.    I  found  it  on  this  list. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Not  on  your  list  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  mixed  it  up  with  Charley  Walker. 

Q-  On  No.  1,  is  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Robert  Davis ;  is  he  on  your  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

<i.  Frank  Dancey  ? — A.  He  is  not  on  my  list. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
^.  Does  he  live  about  there  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  colored  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
-<J.  Is  he  on  No.  1  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

^,  Not  on  No.  1  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

'Q.  You  don't  remember  his  voting  that  day,  do  you  ? — A.  I  might  probably  make  a  state- 
ment that  would  throw  some  light  on  that.  When  the  polls  were  opiened  there  was  a  tre- 
mendous rush  for  them ;  all  wanted  to  put  in  their  votes  at  the  same  time.  There  were 
three  or  four  that  did  throw  in  their  votes  without  their  names  being  called.  I  did  not  con- 
sider that  voting  at  all.  The  inspector  should  insist  they  must  stand  off  and  vote  one  at  a 
time,  and  call  the  names,  so  as  to  carry  it  on  properly.  He  was  among  the  first  ones,  and 
lie  may  have  voted,  and  his  name  was  never  calleid  on,  and  I  did  net  put  it  d(%n. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
^.  W^hat  was  his  name  7 — A.  Frank  Dancey. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
vQ.  Not  called  off? — A.  No,  sir ;  no  name  was  called  off. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
^.  He  is  a  colored  preacher? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
<J.  And  very  well  known  7 — A.  Very  well  known. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  something  said  about  giving  way  to  the  preacher  so  as  to  have  good 
luck? — A.  I  know  there  was  a  tremendous  yell.    All  wanted  to  vote  at  once« 
Q.  Did  you  hear  that  said  ? — A.  I  did  not. 
Q,  He  is  a  man  verjr  well  known  to  the  inspectors  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  they  may  have  pat  his  name  on  the  poll-list  without  ealiinpr  the  name  alond, 
loowinf?  who  he  was  ? — A.  There  was  such  a  rush  that  they  could  not  tell  who  was  there. 

Q.  He  was  so  well  known,  though? — A,  There  were  three  or  four  preachers.  Five  of 
them  were  there,  I  think. 

Q.  The  man  you  refer  to  was  a  man  very  well  known  to  them  7 — A..  Very  well  known. 

Q.  They  conld  tell  him  there,  knowing  he  was  a  preacher  ? — A.  They  wouldn't  know  who 
was  there. 

Q.  They  conld  see  him  ? — A.  They  could  not  tell. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  could  not  tell  7 — A.  I  don't  know  how  they  could  tell  him 
from  the  others. 

Q.  Even  if  they  saw  him  ? — A.  If  they  saw  him  they  could  not  tell  whether  he  voted  or 
not. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  did  not  take  his  ticket? — A.  His  name  was  never  called. 

Q  How  do  you  know  they  did  not  take  his  ticket? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  did  not  take  his  name  and  put  it  on  the  poll-list ;  his  name  is 
on  the  poll-list  7 — A.  I  don't  see  how  they  could. 

Q.  It  seems  to  have  been  there,  and  it  is  testlBed  that  he  voted.— A.  I  siw  him  on  the 
ground ',  I  am  sore  of  that. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Phil  Andemon  f— A.  Philip  Anderson,  sir,  I  think  it  is. 
Q,  George  Kershaw  f— A.  I  don't  know  him  at  all. 
Q.  You  don't  know  such  a  man  t— A.  No,  sir. 

<J.  See  if  he  is  on  No.  1  f — A.  I  don't  know  him.    He  is  not  on  No.  1 . 
{senator  Teller.  What  is  this  copy:  a  duplicate  of  the  original  poll-list  ? 
Senator  Cooper.  That  is  the  ori^al.  ^ 

^natur  Teller.  There  are  two  William  Browns  on  this  poll-list,  both  checked  a?  voting . 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Primus  Mitchell,  he  is  not  on  your  list,  you  say  ?~A.  I  don't  think  he  is,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  him  7 — ^A.  Primus  Mitchell  ? 
Q.  Yes.— A.  Yes,  sir. 
<^.  Does  he  live  about  there  t — A.  About  two  miles  and  a  half  from  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  At  w  hat  place  f— A.  At  Britto. 
<^.  Is  he  a  colored  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  See  if  he  is  on  No.  I  f — A.  I  don't  fiod  it,  sir,  on  No.  1. 
Q*  Not  on  No.  1  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tom  Williams — ^Thomas  Williams,  I  reckon ;  is  he  on  your  list  ? — A.  I  cannot  re- 
member. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  No  Thomas  Williams  on  his  list?— A.  Thomas  Williams  on  this  list  No.  1. 

Q.  Let  me  take  your  list. — A.  The  list  is  a  copy. 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  you  said  in  your  affidavit  that  yon  have  lived  there  quite  a  number  of  years, 
I  believe  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  kept  store  around  there. 

Q.  And  acquainted  with  everybody  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  please  look  over  that  list  and  tell  me  the  names  of  the  democrats  there,  be- 
ginning at  Abe  Hamilton  at  the  commencement  of  the  list  f — A.  I  could  not  tell ;  I  don't 
know  anything  about  the  politics.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  voted  myself;  that  is  all  I  can 
tell  you. 

Q.  Cannot  you  tell  about  the  politics  of  the  people  around  there  ? — A.  No,  si; ;  I  could 
Dot.    Men  are  so  changeable,  I  could  not  tell  them. 

Q.  Give  me  the  white  men  on  your  list  f — A.  Joe  J.  Jones. 

Q.  Let  us  begin  and  take  it  in  another  way.   Abe  Hamilton  i3  colored  1 — A.  Colore!. 

Q.  Albert  Long?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Jones  t — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Eobert  Davis  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Pry  Robinson?— A.  Colored. 

<^.  Nelson  Duncan  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  A.  Days  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Albert  Hugee  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Johnson  7 — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Richard  Johnson  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Tucker  Barnes  f — A.   Colored. 

Q.  Ben  London  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Dennis  Phillips!— A.  Colored. 
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Q.  Jesse  London  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Adam  Grant  7~A.  Colored. 

Q.  Thomas  Brown  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Caleb  Peterson?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Edmund  Brown  f~ A.  Colored. 

Q.  87  Bate?- A.  Colored. 

Q.  Peter  Spant— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Sandy  White  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jacob  Jackson  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Alfred  Coleman?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Aaron  Thomas  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Crockett  House?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Abraham  Bi^ant  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  John  Hardy  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Thomas  Haines  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Zack  Newton  T— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Nephos  Lof^n  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Evans  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Capers  Smith?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Joel  Thompson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Allan  Brown?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Gib  Allan  7- A.  Colored. 

Q.  Morris  Crockett?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Warner  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  NallyReddick?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  A.  M.  Reddick7-A.  Colored. 

Q.  Henry  Riley  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  James  Stewart?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Washington  Mosely,  jr.  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jerry  Taylor  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Henry  Jones  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Moses  Brown  7 — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Israel  Paden?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jack  Row  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ed.  Reynolds?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Randall  Dickinson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ned  White  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ben  Peoples  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Allan  Purby  ?-A.   Colored. 

Q.  Jacob  Brown  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  A.  Broverson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ned  Brown?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  John  Badger?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jake  Tilman?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Nelson  Abraham  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Mike  Wadsworth  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Zack  Simpson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Pomp  Riley?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Caesar  Jackson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Godfrey  Griffin?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Shade  Brown?— Colored. 

Q.  Bill  Taylor  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Julius  Halsey  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Alexander  Pickens  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Morris  Jackson  ?— A  Colored. 

Q.  James  Lewis? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Span  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Hightower?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Mitchell  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Joe  Jacobs  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Moses  Roberts  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Washington  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Joshuli  Coffee  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Isaac  Davis  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Rodgers  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  H.Scott?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Wesley  Thomas  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jackson  Stanley? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Charles  A.  Robinson  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Toby  Berrian?— A.  Colored. 
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Q.  Peter  Peyton  f— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Alexander  Davis  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Emanuel  Natiel  f— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Marcus  Williams  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Henry  Span  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ephraim  Wade  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Noah  Wilson  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jake  Mickens  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Hardy  Adams  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  John  Nero? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Chambers  Jackson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Allen  McCoy  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Aaron  Blair? —A.  Colored. 

Q.  Emanuel  Street  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Thomas  Minton  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Dick  McLauj^hlin  ?-— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Willis  Brice  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Moss  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Charley  Mosely  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Dick  Samuel  T— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Alexander  McDowell  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Rawls  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Sam  Riley?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Zed  Rowland  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Anderson  Arlidgef— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jerry  Hunter  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  John  Riley  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Anson  McLaughlin?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Andrew  La  Berth  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Isaac  Anderson  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jack  White?— A.  Colored. 

<i.  Newton  Brown?- A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ed  Riley?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Edwin  Mitchell  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Sanders  Williams  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Mitchell  Reed  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ben  Bland  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Dave  Williams  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Smart  Dorsee  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Harry  Jones  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Lewis  Long  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Stephen  Cotaline  ?— A.  Colored. 

Or  Ben  Castile  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Joe  Adams? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Peter  Weaver?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Alexander  Cotman  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Lewis  Cooper  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Nero  Berrian  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Doc  Rogers? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jim  Minton  7 — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jim  Brown  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Madison  Jackson  7  —A.  Colored. 

Q.  JamesGarling?- A.  Colored. 

Q.  Joe  J.Jones?— A.  White. 

Q.  J.M.Snowden?— A.  White. 

Q.  W.O.Colson?— A.  White. 

Q.  J.J.Griffen?— A.  White. 

<J.  HarryNeal?- A.  Colored. 

<J.  George  Gramlio  ? — ^A.  Colored. 

Q.  Moees  Johnson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Paul  Johnson  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Samuel  Wright?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ned  Gilbert  f—A.  Colored. 

Q.  James  Page  7 — A.  Colored. 

Q.  J.  J.Helveston?— A.  White. 

Q.  BobeitRowdenf- A.  Colored. 

Q.  Lewis  Malphin  7 — ^A.  Colored. 

Q.  Dove  Butler?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ephraim  Shaw  ?— A.  Colored. 
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Q.  Nea  Ford  f—A.  Colored- 
Q.  Milton  Richardson  f — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Frank  Harrison  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Alfred  Laurence  f — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Samuel  Williams  f — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Reuben  La  Berth?— A.  Colored. 

»  Edwards  ? — A.  Colored. 

Wright  t— A.  Colored. 

arrison  ? — ^A.  Colored. 

La  Berth  f— A.  Colored. 

/^riprhtf— A.  Colored. 

d  Brown  ?— A.  Colored. 
Pouncey?— A.  Colored. 

Qgton  Chapel? — A.  Colored. 

Q  Davis  ? — A.  Colored. 
McMillan  f— A.  Colored. 

Jammons? — A.  Colored. 

Walton  f— A.  Colored. 

18  Rollins? — A.  Colored. 

1  McNeal  ?— A.  Colored. 

n  Johnson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Beattief — A.  Colored. 
Summers?— A.  Colored. 

d  Walton?— A.  Colored. 

Thompson  ? — A.  Colored. 

rVells?— A.  Colored. 

Bell?— A.  Colored. 

Brown?— A.  Colored. 

ma  ?— A.  Colored. 

Vown?— A.  Colored. 

on  Hunter  ?— A.  Colored. 

.n  Reeves  ? — A.  Colored. 

Hunter?- A.  Colored. 

les  ?— A.  Colored. 
Brown  ? — A.  Colored. 

^ Jones?— A.  Colored. 

^eterson? — A.  Colored. 

Y  Gaskin  ?— A.  Colored. 

TullerT— A.  Colored. 

1  Doby  ?— A.  Colored. 

aderson?- A.  Colored. 

IJorn?- A.  Colored. 

)rdan? — A.  Colored, 

McHagan? — A.  Colored. 
Mosely? — A.  Colored. 

Tyler?— A.  Colored. 

erts? — A.  Colored. 

eman  ?— A.  Colored. 

Vebb?— A.  Colored. 

VIcLin?— A.  Colored. 

Prasier? — A.  Colored. 

ison  ?— A.  Colored. 

leading? — A.  Colored. 

lenderson  ? — A.  Colored. 

k^eal?— A.  Colored. 
Veal  ?— A.  Colored. 

)  Nattiel  ?— A.  Colored. 

Smith? — A.  Colored. 

attiel?— A.  Colored. 

Gray? — A.  Colored. 
Hunt?— A.  Colored. 

Jones? — A.  Colored. 

:ockettt — A.  Colored. 

iys  ?— A.  Colored. 

own? — A.  Colored. 

pmes?— A.  Colored. 
Owens  ? — A.  Colored. 

^nanty? — A.  Colored. 

Agison  ? — A.  Colored. 

Tarrison? — A.  Coloredi. 

unter? — A.  Colored. 
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Q.  Philip  Anderson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Albert  Beattee  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Henry  Adams  t — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Sam  Stevens  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Henry  Wipgans  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Solomon  Lewis  t — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Charles  Williams  Y— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jacko  Johnson? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Billy  Woods  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  John  Lewis  7 — A.  Colored. 

Q.  W.  H.  Geiger  7— A.  White. 

Q.  Wilson  Robinson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Henry  Boyakim  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jacob  Rowt— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Dembo  Dancan  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Woods  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Mack  Street!— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Aaron  Rollins? — A.  Colored 

Q.  Jack  Thomas  ?— A.  Colored. 

(J.  >'rank  Colding  ?— A.  Colored. 

(J.  Ramsey  Mitchell?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jim  Adams  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Charles  Walker?— A.  Colored,  I  suppose.     I  don't  remember  him  - 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  You  swore  him  in  7 — A.  I  did  not  swear  he  was  colored. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Thomas  Thomas  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Peter  Pinckney  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Pompey  Lawrence  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  James  McLio,  jr.  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  John  Beat  tie  t— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Dennis  Perry  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Wash  Mosely  i — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Boss  Haines  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Dublin  Williams?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Lewis  Cherry  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q,  Moses  McLin  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q,  Jonas  Goings  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Henry  Ladson  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Andrew  Mosely? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Charles  Robinson? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Randall  Robinson  7— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Henry  Washington  ?— A.  Colored. 
(J.  George  Harrison? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Jim  Bingham  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q,  Alexander  Boyakim  ? — A.  Colored.. 
Q.  Albert  Tyler?— A.  Colored. 
(J.  Manuel  Middletou? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Major  Reddick  t — A,  Colored. 
Q.  S.  J.  McKinney  ?— A.  White. 
^.  Bill  Jones  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  David  Briscoe  ?— A.  Colored. 
(J.  Thomas  Mitchell  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jacob  Johnson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Adam  Cooper? — A.  Colored, 

Q.  Frauk  Brown  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  David  Brown  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Lewis  Mack  ?— A.  Colored. 

(i.  Dnblin  Minnons  ? — A.  Color€d. 

<i.  Samuel  Duncan? — A.  Colored, 

Q.  Wash  Wilson  ?— A.  Colored. 

<^.  Richard  Sams  ?— A   Colored. 

Q.  Irving  Johnson  ? — A.  Colored. 

<i   Allan  Bailey? -A.  Colored. 

Q.  Sol  Warren?— A.  White. 

<i.  Jack  Robinson?— A.  Colored. 

^.  A. Geiger?— A.  White. 

Q.  D.  G.  Harvard?— A.  White. 

Q.  William  Snowden  ?— A.  White, 

Q.  EUaaSapp?— A.  White. 
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Q.  8.F.  Fleming  T— A.  White. 

Q.  William  Henderson  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Williams  f— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Richard  Jackson  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Daniel  Cooper  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ed.  Paine  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Joel  Holt?— A.  White. 

Q.  William  Henry?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Reaben  Wilson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Mark  Williams  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jordan  Thomas?— A.  Colored. 

<^.  Madison  Williams  ?— A.  Colored. 

<J.  Horace  Wilson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Edward  L.  Young  ?— A.  White. 

-Q.  Shade  Timmoiis  ?    Is  he  the  man  that  is  missing  ? — A.  Shade  Timmons. 

Q.  What  is  he  ? — A.  Colored.     I  am  not  sure  he  is  the  man.     I  jast  think  so. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Yoa  know-  he  voted  there  ? — A.  I  think  so. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  found  Joe  J.  Jones  on  the  list  of  No.  1 7 — A  You  foaud 
there. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  J.  M.  Snowden  ?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  W.  C.  ColKon  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  J.  J.  Qriffen,  and  look  for  two  at  the  same  time — J.  J.  Helveston  ?— A.  There  is  an  S. 
P.  I  found  on  the  first  page. 

Q.  S.  P.  Helveston  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  neither  name. 

Q.  T.  J.  McKinney  and  Ed.  L.  Young  ?    What  do  you  find  there  ?— A.  I  find  J.  J.  Mc- 
Kinney. 

Q.  Do  you  know  J.  J.7 — A.  I  know  them  both. 

Q.  Is  J.  J.  a  white  man  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  so  is  T.  J.    They  are  couiins.    Neither  of 
them  are  on  the  list. 

Q.  Sol  Warren  and  either  of  the  Geigers  7— A.  W.  H.  or  W.  A. 
^  Q.  Yes,  sir. — ^A.  I  find  neither  of  the  three. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  having  seen  Mr.  D.  G.  Harvard,  William  Snowden,  aud  Elias  Sipp 
on  that  list  ?    Can  you  carry  these  names  in  your  mind  aud  look  for  them  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  find  Edward  Sapp?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  7 — A.  Edward  Sapp  t 

Q.  Yes :  Edward  Sapp.— A.  I  don't  know  that  I  do.    I  know  this  other  Sipp  up  hera— 
William  G.  Sapp. 

Senator  Teller.  I  find  62  names  checked  on  the  registration-list  of  Archer  No.  1. 

The  Chairman.  [To  Senator  Cooper.  J  Suppose  we  verify  that  and  let  it  go  into  the  rec- 
ord. 

Senator  Cooper.  Yes. 

[The  list  was  counted  and  G2  names  checked.] 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  looked  for  Elias  Sapp  7 — A.  I  have  looked  for  Elias  Sapp. 

Q.  Joel  Holt?  You  need  not  look  fur  those  down  voting  at  No.  I. — A.  No, sir;  I  doQ*t 
find  it,  sir. 

Q.  Will  vou  please  count  the  names  on  that  affidavit  of  those  which  you  say  did  not  volet 
— A  How  far  does  it  go  7 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  you  to  tell.  We  supposed  it  went  down  to  that  No.  1,  where  it,  by 
your  list,  seems  to  start  anew. 

By  Senator  Cooper.  Down  to  Pompey  Godfrey.  That  is  what  we  have  supposed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  We  want  you  to  explain  your  affidavit.   How  did  you  count  these  names'? 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Count  down  to  No.  1,  starting  at  the  top. — A.  Yes,  sir.   I  make  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  One  hundred  and  sixty-two  ? — A.  There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  on  the  list 
I  furnished  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Q.  How  did  you  make  up  your  liiit  of  those  who  did  not  vt>te7  Let  me  nnd'rstaad. — 
A.  I  just  ran  over  the  list  of  names.  If  I  did  not  know  them  at  all,  and  never  bad  heard  of 
the  parties,  I  took  them  off.     I  examined  my  list  to  see  if  they  were  on  it. 

Q.  Those  you  did  not  hear  of  you  left  oS  unless  you  hai  them  on  your  list  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  ameod  your  liat  by  pattiug  any  on  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Then,  does  not  yonr  list  of  those  who  did  not  vote  and  those  wlio  did  vote  embrace  the 
whole  poll-list  f — A.  I  think  so,  unless  there  was  a  repetition  on  the  pall-list. 

Q.  You  have  not  put  down  there  the  men  that  did  or  did  not  vote  ? — A.  There  are  a  great 
manj  repeHtioos  on  the  poll-list.   I  did  not  take  them  at  all. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  of  instances  of  men  by  the  same  name  ? — A.  Not  about  Archer.  All 
the  men  of  thesame  name — for  instance,  the  name  of  John  Smith — is  on  the  list  two  or  three 
times,  probably  more.    I  don*t  know  him  at  all,  and  oply  put  him  down  once. 

Q.  Why  did  you  put  him  down  once  T — A,  I  don't  know  him  at  all.   I  just  put  him  down. 

Q.  As  not  voting  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  quite  probable  that  John  Smith  might  have  lived  there  without  your  knowing 
itt— A.  Hardly  possible. 

Q.  Yon  think  not,  in  all  the  places,  Saint  Joseph,  Pineville,  and  Long  Pond  t— A.  I  am 
very  well  acquainted ;  think  I  am. 

Q.  We  have  had  men  who  swore  here  to-day  that  they  did  vote  there,  and  you  say  you 
did  not  know  them  at  all.  How  do  you  explain  that  7 — A.  I  don't  know,  sir,  how  to  ex- 
plain it. 

Q.  Are  you  as  sure  of  one  name  on  vour  list  that  did  not  vote  as  you  are  of  another,  or 
are  you  doubtful  of  some  of  them  7 — A.  Some  of  them  I  am  not  so  sure  about  as  I  am  of 
others. 

Q.  There  is  quite  a  proportion  of  them  that  you  would  not  feel  like  swearing  right  up 
and  down  that  they  did  not  vote  t— A.  I  am  just  confident  that  I  took  the  names  down  as 
called  out  by  Green  Moore. 

Q.  Who  were  these  persons  in  the  building  that  you  did  not  get  f — ^A.  The  managers. 

Q.  Who  were  they  T — A.  Green  R.  Moore 

Q  He  voted  there  f — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir.    Floyd  Dukes  and  Richard  Black. 

Q.  Who  else  ? — A.  Mr.  Vance.    I  don't  know  of  anybody  else. 

Q.  You  say  about  fit'toen  f — A.  I  said  I  did  not  know.  Probably  there  may  have  been 
that  many.    I  did  not  know  how  many  were  in  there,  except  these  four. 

Q.  Do  you  think  four  only  voted  on  the  inside  of  the  room  Y — A.  I  don*t  know  how  many 
Tot^  in  the  inside  of  the  room.  I  suppose  these  four  voted.  I  saw  them  repeatedly  in  the 
room. 

Q.  There  were  other  persons  in  and  out  of  the  room  f — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  So  that  your  conclusion  would  he  to  add  to  your  list  of  those  who  did  vote  four  more, 
and  it  would  cover  it  f — ^A.  I  should  think  it  would  be  about  that.  I  could  not  say  there 
were  any  more  there. 

Q  So  *204  or  205  persons  come  in  and  identify  themselves,  and  say  that  they  did  vote 
there — swear  that  they  did  vote  there,  but  many  of  them  are  not  on  your  list  as  having 
voted—and  the  four  in  the  room  are  not  on  your  list  as  voting ;  so  you  see  the  number  you 
saw  in  the  room  would  not  cover  the  difference. — A.  I  only  saw  four  in  the  room. 

Q.  Will  you  please  take  the  poll-list  of  No.  1,  and  tell  me  who  are  the  white  and  who  are 
the  colored  men  on  that  f — A.  I  will,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  just  as  well  acquainted  with  those  who  voted  at  No.  1  as  you  are  with  those 
who  voted  at  No.  2 1— A.  I  think  I  am. 

Q.  Do  you  know  two  Willi  am  Browns,  who  voted  at  No.  1  T — A.  I  know  William  Brown, 
colored.  It  strikes  me  there  is  a  William  Brown — he  is  a  right  young  fellow  from  Waka- 
saisa,  who  is  white ;  not  so  very,  I  think,  though. 

Q.  You  see  that  names  do  get  duplicated  even  in  the  neighborhood  of  Archer  7 — X,  1  am 
not  sure  about  that,  sir. 

Q-  On  your  list  you  find  a  man  put  down  as  Wash,  and  another  man  as  Washington,  as 
the  given  nnme  T^A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  case  of  Moselv. 

Q-  Ton  find  Mosely's  name  repeated  quite  a  number  of  times  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  name  of  Adams  a  good  many  times  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  find  the  name  of  Cooper  repeated  a  good  many  times  t^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Reddick  a  g^ood  many  times  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Wright  a  good  many  times  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  parties  are  of  the  same  family. 

Q.  Admitted  ;  but  you  find  a  name  repeated  over  and  over  again,  two  Wash  Mosleys. — 
A.  Wash  and  Washington ;  old  man  called  Washington  and  young  man  called  Wash. 

Q.  It  is  a  duplication  of  names,  is  it  not  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  marked  them  sr.  and  jr.  in  my  list. 

Q- 1  called  your  attention  to  the  duplication  of  names.    You  put  down  one  John  Smith 
a»  being  there,  but  not  to  have  voted  ;  vou  should  have  put  down  one  Wash  Mosely,  but  your 
™i«  leems  to  have  been,  that  if  you  did  not  know  the  man  you  did  not  put  his  name  down.— 
A.  If  I  knew  him.  and  his  name  was  called,  I  put  him  down. 
^.  Suppose  you  didn't  know  him  T — A.  I  did  not  put  him  down. 

Q.  Every  one ;  you  put  down  everybody  you  knew  T — ^A.  Everybody  whose  name  was 
•^W.   There  were  very  few  but  what  I  knew. 
SI-  Now,  will  you  please  tell  me  the  names  of  white  and  colored  at  this  No.  1  poll-list  t   I 

^w  call  them  for  you. 
Q.  Nelson  Woods  ?— A.  Colored  man. 
H-  Jackson  Brown  f — A.  Colored  man. 

8.Bep.611,pt.2 7 
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Q.  Is  that  Brown  or  Brewer — colored,  is  het — A.  Tea,  sir. 
Q.  William  Cameron  7— A.  White. 
Q.  J.  W.  William  t— A.  White. 
Q.  J.  8.  McDonald  f-A.  White. 


I 


Samuel  C.  Tucker  ?— A.  White.  i 

.  W.  A.  Stirks?— A.  Colored. 


Q.  John  A.  Cameron  ? — A.  Colored. 
Q.  S.  P.Helvestont— A.  White. 
Q.  Thos.  Racker  ?— A.  Don't  know  what  he  is. 
Q.  Jasper  Bronsou  f— A.  Colored. 
Q.  U.  H.  Hone  t— A.  White. 
Q.  Edward  Johnson? — A.  Colore! 
Q.  W.  F.  Winecofft— A.  White. 
Q.  John  C.  Brown  T— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Jeptha  Knight  ?— A.  White. 
Q.  L.  L.  Knight?— A.  White. 
Q.  Charles  Williams  ?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Charlie  Slaughter Y— A.  Don't  know  him. 
Q.  James  Skinner?— A.  White. 
Q.  Benjamin  De  Bose?— A.  Colored. 
Q.  James  Woodrntf  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  Moses  Seifi^Bur  f — A.  White  man.  Frenchman  I  think. 
Q.  Wesley  Carthom  t— A.  Colored. 
Q.  Berrian  Cameron  f — A.  Colored. 
Q.  Thomas  Moseti  f — ^A.  Colored. 
Q.  William  Brown  t— A.  Colored. 
Q.  J.  J.  W.  HodfreT— A.  White. 
Q.  Ansel  Williams  f— A.  Colored. 

Q.  D.  W.  Cruisf    Do  jou  know  the  mant — ^A.  No,  sir;    don't  know  him,  the  way  it 
is  spelled . 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  anyway  T— A.  Don't  know  him  at  all. 

Q.  Abraham  Purly  ?— A,  Colored. 

Q.  J.  L.  Acrae  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  Harvey  McClod  T— A.  Colored 

Q.  Frank  Carmel  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  J.D.  Hodffe  T-A.  White. 

Q.  Celam  Glase  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Tandy  Walker?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Columbus  Wilkinson  T— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Aaron  Doby  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Benjamin  Span  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Gilbert  Murray  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Jones  T — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Amos  Haines? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Ned  Mikelt— A.  Colored. 

Q.  William  Quillert— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Abner  Nelson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Wesley  Brown  T— A.  Colored. 

Q.  London  Sanders  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Fred  Ramsey  f — A.  Colored. 

Q,  James  Thomas  Williams  f— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Len  Jones  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Fred  Row  T— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Jacob  Johnson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Prince  Johnson  t — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Paladoro  Green  T — A.  Colored. 

Q.  W.F.Rice?— A.  White. 

Q.  Horace  Campbell  T — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Cyms  Pouncy  f — A.  Colored. 

Q.  James  Brown  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  David  Davis  T — A.  Colored. 

Q.  H.A.Rehet?— A.  White. 

Q.  Arthur  Haines  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Morris  Warren  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Kelly  Wilson  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Smith  Jackson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q,  Eugene  Carl  is  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Wright  T— A.  Colored. 

Q.  W.J.Haurf— A.  White. 

Q.  Vi  illiam  Brown  ? — A.  That  is  one  I  don't  know ;  I  don't  know  him  at  all;  unknown. 
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Q.  Corneliafl  Bradley  t— A.  Colored. 

Q  .William  G.  SappsT— A.  White. 

Q.  Albert  Dickeson  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Samuel  Nipper  f— A.  White. 

Q.  John  Hatch  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  Charlie  Hatch  f— A.  White. 

Q.  Edward  Sapp?— A.  White. 

Q.  J.  Smith  7— A.  I  donU  know  him. 

Q.  S.A.Bluntf— A-  White. 

Q.  Hardy  Harvard  T— A.  White. 

Q.  Geor^  N.Moody  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  J.  J.  McKinney  t— A.  White. 

Q.  J.  I.  Britt  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  F.  C.  Hiffeinbotham  f — A.  White. 

Q.  John  Hardie  f — A.  White. 

Q.  Samuel  Hardie  t— A.  White. 

Q.  John  F.  Nipper?— A.  White. 

q.  A.B.  Banknigbt?— A.  White. 

Q.  J.  8.  Beatty  t— A.  Colored. 

Q.  D.M.Furgert— A.  White. 

Q.  James  Barnes  t— A.  White. 

Q.  Elisha  Hatch  t— A.  White. 

Q.  J.  E.  C.  Bane  7— A.  White. 

Q.  Pleasant  Wade  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  James  8.  Byles  7--A.  While. 

Q.  Horace  Dixon  T—A.  Colored. 

Q.  Thomas  Hatch  T—A.  White. 

Q.  William  S.  Campbell  t— A.  White. 

Q.  William  McDowell  f — A.  White. 

Q.  Ramsey  Mitchell  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  Wm.  J.  Hamilton?— A.  White. 

Q.  David  Blake  f— A.  Colored. 

Q.  P.  F.  Wilson  t— A.  White. 

Q.  P.J.Hathcox7— A.  White. 

Q.  J.W.Hathcox7— A.  White. 

Q.  Wash  Weaver?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  FA.  Darby?— A.  White. 

Q.  B.F. McKinney?— A.  White. 

Q.  Samuel  Gossit?— A.  White. 

Q.  Caleb  McKinney  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  William  Holden?— A.  White. 

Q.  William  C.  Andrews  7— A.  White. 

Q.  William  G.  Dalton  7— A.  White. 

Q.  E.W.Smith?— A.  White. 

Q.  F.  Edge  7— A.  White. 

Q.  R.Y.H.Law?— A.  White. 

Q.  James  A.  Pine  ?— A.  While. 

Q.  John  T.Fleming?— A.  White. 

Q.  L. G.Fulton?— A.  White. 

Q.  Joe  G.  Smith  7— A.  White. 

Q.  Span  Wood  ?— A.  Colored. 

C.  Willis  Mathis  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  DoDcan  Howard  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  David  Taylor  7— A.  White. 

Q.  Jesse  Rodgers  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  J.  H.  Johnson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q*  James  Booth  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  J.H.Law?— A.  White. 

<i.  W.C.DardenT— A.  White. 

Q.  Toby  Adams  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  E.  McKinney  7— A.  Colored. 

Q,  George  Shell  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  AUenM.  Jones?- A.  Colored. 

Q.  Edward  McDonald?— A.  White. 

Q.  Dick  Green  ?— A.  Colored. 

Q.  George  Helveison  ? — A.  White. 

Q.  Silas  Johnson  ? — A.  Colored. 

Q.  Peter  Wright  7— A.  Colored. 

Q.  J.  A  Carlisle?— A.  White. 

Q-  Charles  W.  Banknight  ^— A.  White. 

Q.  Lawrence  Brown  ?— A.  Colored. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


100  FLORIDA — ^ALACHUA   COUNTY. 

Q.  Jobn  Davis  t—A.  White. 

Q.  R.  H.  Wilson  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  George  Blitch  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  FrankBanknightf— A.  White. 

Q.  George  Helvesion?-  A.  White. 

Q,  Do  you  know  two  George  Helvestons  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  one  senior  and  one  janior. 

Q.  Jerry  Bankman  ? — A.  White. 

Q.  P.  B.  H.  Dudley  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  H.W.C.GibbonsT— A.  White. 

Q.  Willis  K.  Young?— A.  White. 

Q.  F.  R.  Moody  7— A.  White. 

Q.  Waller  B.  Young  T—A.  White. 

Q.  Samuel  P.  McDonald  T—A.  White. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  vote  was  in  your  precinct  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Senator  Teller.  It  is  shown  on  the  poll-list. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  mean  the  vote  of  the  respective  parties  ? — A.  I  might  be  able  to  tell  you  so  that  yoa 
could  work  it  out.     I  always  understood  that  the  democrats  had  44  majority. 

Q.  At  that  poll  t—A.  At  that  poll. 

Q.  Were  you  around  that  poll  during  the  day  ? — ^A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Or  the  evening  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  t — A.  Not  on  that  side  at  all. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  ? — A.  Twenty -seven  ;  soon  be  twenty-eight  years  old. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  kept  store  7 — A.  In  Archer  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Going  on  three  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  kept  store  altogether  ? — ^A.  Eleven  years  in  February. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  commence  to  keep  store  ? — A.  In  1866. 

Q.  At  What  age  ? — A.  I  was  not  really  keeping  store.  I  was  clerking  for  my  father.  He 
has  been  in  business  since  4S65. 

Q.  Where  did  you  keep  store  when  you  were  not  at  Archer  f — A.  Wacahota. 

Q.  How  far  is  Wacahota  from  Archer's  Station  ?— A.  About  eight  miles  to  there. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  keep  store  there  in  these  eleven  years? — A.  Between  eight  and  nine 
years,  I  think,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  poll-place  at  Wacahota  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  that  time  f — A-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  at  Archer  also  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  country  settled  up  much  around  there  f — ^A.  Very  little.  Only  a  few  western 
men. 

Q.  Have  not  the  colored  men  come  in  there  T—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  the  Government  land  being  taken  up  there  for  homesteads  7 — A.  Not  very  much, 
I  don't  think. 

Q.  How  much  t — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  There  are  colored  men  coming  in  there? — A.  Taking  up  homesteads?  They  are 
working  about ;  working  plantations,  but  not  taking  up  homest^s- 

Q.  In  that  neighborhood? — A.  Government  lands  are  not  very  close  to  Archer. 

Q.  Within  a  radius  of  six  or  eight  miles?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  homesteads  have  been  taken  up  in  Alachua  County  in  the  last  few 
years  ?— A.  I  could  not  answer. 

Q.  Has  not  Alachua  County  increased  very  largely  in  population  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years? — A.  I  suppose  so ;  I  could  not  say,  though. 

Q.  Has  this  town  of  Gainesville  grown  during  that  time  ?— A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Have  vou  not  been  often  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  do  you  not  know  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly.     It  is  more  than  probable. 

Q.  Has  Archer  Station  grown  considerably  in  the  last  few  years? — A.  No,  sir;  it  has  not 

Q.  The  neighborhood  around  there  ?— A.  It  is  more  thickly  settled  in  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years. 

Q.  The  last  three  or  four  years  7— A.  I  suppose  it  has.  It  has  more  people  than  three  or 
four  years  ago. 

Q.  It  is  gradually  settling  up  ? — A.  Not  very  fast. 

Q.  Well,  not  as  fast  as  Chicago  or  San  Francisco,  but  very  fast  for  this  country? — A.  I 
should  think  that  all  the  places  in  the  country  are  settling  up.  They  are  settled  by  parties 
coming  in  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Tliey  are  scattered  very  much,  however,  over  the 
country  ;  I  know  from  hording,  gathering  cattle  tiiere. 

Q.  Gathering  cattle  out  in  the  field  or  in  among  the  houses  ?— A.  Sometimes  in  the  towns 
we  find  them,  and  out  in  the  fields,  and  sometimes  in  the  woods. 

Q.  The  cattle  seem  to  be  vagrant,  are  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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8.   C.  TUCKER'S  MEMORANDUM. 

Gainesville,  January  9,  1877. 

S.  C.  Tucker  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Question.  Yon  were  present,  Mr.  Tucker,  at  Archer  Station  on  the  day  of  the  election  ? — 
Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  number  two  until  the  close  of  the  polls  ? — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  close  of  the  canvass  ? — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  announcement  of  the  result  t — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it? — ^A.  1  have  ffot  a  copy  of  the  original  along  with  me  in  my  pocket. 

Q.  Who  announced  it  ? — A.  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Vance  both  together. 

Q.  Did  you  take  it  down?  Mr.  Black,  he  declared  the  votef — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  took  it 
down  at  the  time ;  in  fact  I  was  in  a  position,  inasmuch  as  I  helped  to  count  up  the  tally- 
sheet,  counted  it  with  Mr.  Vance,  and  put  down  the  name  of  each  candidate,  running  over 
the  tally>sheet  with  him,  and  my  figures  corresponded  exactly  with  him,  and  corresponded 
exactly  with  the  announcement  Mr.  Black  declared  afterwards. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?— A.  George  F.  Drew,  136 ;  Marcellns  L.  Stearns,  180 ;  Noble  A.  Hull, 
141 ;  David  Montgomeiy,  176;  Jesse  J.  Finley,  141 ;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  180;  Thomas  F. 
King.  136;  JosUh  T.  Walls,  181  ;  J.  M.  Sparkman,  138;  L.  G.  Dennis,  180;  P.  B.  H. 
Daaley,  141 :  W.  K.  Cessna,  178;  the  democratic  electors  each,  141 ;  the  republican  elect- 
on,  each  178. 

Q.  Tou  took  that  down  at  the  time  7 — A.  I  took  that  down  at  the  time,  sir. 

Q-  When  did  vou  first  hear  there  was  a  larger  vote  polled  at  Archer  than  thatf — A.  I 
didn't  know  anything  about  it  until — I  don*t  recollect  wnether  it  was  the  day  after  our  ar- 
rival here,  if  I  understand  your  question  correctly ;  this  was  the  declaration  of  the  vote 
there  at  Archer.  After  we  came  here,  1  uiiderstand  they  declared  535  ;  that  was  after  we 
came  to  town. 

Q.  After  you  came  downt — A.  After  we  came  to  this  place,  Gainesville. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  in  that  neighborhood  7 — A.  Very  well  acquainted ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  pretty  much  everybody  there  ? — A.  I  know  all  the  woite  people,  and  a 
gKBt  many  of  the  colored  people  1  am  acquainted  with. 

Q.  How  many  white  people  voted  at  that  precinct  that  day  ?— A.  I  donH  know  ;  it  is  a 
veiy  hard  matter  to  say. 

Q.  About  Y — A.    I  donH  know — ^no  idea. 

Q.  Fifty  7 — A.  I  suppose  there  was,  perhaps. 

Q.  Was  there  more  tnan  fifty  voted  at  box  No.  2 1 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  box  No.  2. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  voted  at  box  No.  2 1 — A    I  don't  know  ;  no  idea ;  cannot  say. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  day  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Cannot  come  within  thirty  of  the  number  of  white  men  ? — ^A.  Most  of  the  white  men 
voted  at  box  No.  1. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  people  there  f — A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  I  have  here  a  list  that  Mr.  Fleming  said  voted.  What  are  the  politics  of  Abe  Hamilton  7 
—A  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  1  thought  you  said  you  knew  the  politics  of  all  the  people  ?— A.  1  don't  know  how 
ercrybody— every  man — voted. 

NO    CERTAINTY. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  h  man  that  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? — A.  1  cannot  tell  with  any 
deme  of  certainty. 

Q.  Name  the  fifty  that  voted  ? — A.  I  know  a  man  that  said  he  voted  the  democratic 
ticket — Harvard.     It  is  a  hard  matter  for  anybody  to  recollect. 

Q.  You  could  come  within  fifty  or  a  hundred  I  should  think  ? — A.  They  voted  with 
closed  tickets. 

Q.  Well,  say  about  how  many  f — A.  I  can't  tell  with  anv  certainty  ;  they  might  say  one 
thing  and  vo'te  another.  I  will  give  you  his  name.  I  think  be  voted  at  box  number  1 ;  I  can- 
not say  about  box  number  2. 

Q.  That  was  the  box  you  pail  much  attention  to,  box  No.  2  f — A.  Harvard  voted  at  No. 
li  I  think  sir 

By  Senattir  Teller  : 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  he  was  a  democrat  ? — A.  It  didn't  make  any  difiference  what  box  he 
TOtedat. 

Q.  Yes,  it  does  ;  box  No.  2  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  positively  who  did  vote  at  No.  2 ;  white 
»en. 

Q.  Was  there  none  except  white  men  that  voted  at  box  No.  2  that  told  you  they  were 
™*0CTat8  T— -A.  I  don't  recollect.     I  don't  think  they  did ;  none  that  told  me  they  did. 
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Q.  Are  70a  aware  that  only  about  a  dozen  wbite  men  voted  at  box  No.  2  ? — A.  I  am  not 
able  to  say,  and  declare  I  don*t  know ;  I  never  took  notice  wbat  box  be  did  vote  at. 

Q.  Ton  don't  know  about  the  politics  of  the  people  there  ? — A.  The  colored  people  claim 
to  be  republicans,  but  a  gp'eat  many  voted  the  aemocratic  ticket  this  time. 

Q.  Give  me  the  names  of  those  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket. — A.  I  cannot  say  with 
certainty. 

Q.  Did  anybody  tell  you  so  ? — A.  I  can  recollect  but  three  that  I  know  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  I  don't  know  whether  at  box  No.  I  or  2. 

Q.  Give  me  the  names. — A.  Mose  Lifron,  I  think,  voted  in  box  No.  1. 

Q.  Give  me  another. — A.  Wesley  Coffin — some  such  name — voted  the  democratic  ticket 
in  box  No.  1  to  my  recollection.    There  is  another  man  there  that  voted  I  cannot  recollect 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  You  are  speaking  of  colored  men  ? — A.  Yes  ;  there  is  another  party,  DeBoo. 
Q.  Where  did  he  vote  ? — A.  Box  No.  1,  democratic. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  7 — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  Was  there  no  other  that  you  can  mention  T — A.  None  others  that  I  can  swear  to  posi- 
tively. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Holt,  a  wbite  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yen  know  what  ticket  he  voted  7 — A.  He  says  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket 

Q.  He  told  you  so  ?— A.  I  heard  that  he  told  other  people  so. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  who  there  is  who  told  you,  too  7 — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  told  you  7— A.  Mr.  Joe  Jones. 

Q.  He  told  you  so  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  told  Joe  Jones  7 — ^A.  Jones  told  me  that  he  voted — that  Holt  voted 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  Holt  told  him  so  ?— A.  Yes,  he  told  me  that  Holt  told  hinr  so. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  t — A.  Joe  Jones. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live 7 — A.  I  think  at  Captain  Dudley's,  ten  miles  from  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  William  Snowden  voted  7— A.  I  don't  sir 

Q.  He  is  a  white  man  7 — A.  I  think  he  is. 

Q.  Is  he  not  reputed  as  a  republican  7 — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  or  nut.  I  don't 
think  he  claims  to  be. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  claimed  to  be  a  democrat  7 — A.  He  has  affiliated  with  the  republicans,  I 
think ;  got  into  some  capacity  under  them.  I  think  deputy  sherifif,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
There  is  another  Snowden,  I  think,  too. 

Q.  William  Snowden? — A.  Sonny  Snowden.   I  don't  know  what  his  exact  name  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Sol.  Wanen  7 — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Is  be  a  democrat  or  a  republican  7 — A.  I  think  he  is  a  democrat. 

Q.  What  makes  yon  think  so  7 — A.  He  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket :  I  saw  him 
vote  it  on  prior  occasions. 

Q.  Is  he  white  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  white  man. 

Q.  What  is  the  politics  of  D.  G.  Harvard  7 — A.  He  is  a  democrat. 

Q.  White  man  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Elias  Sapp  7 — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  his  politics. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  is  a  republican  or  not  7 — A.  I  do  t. 

Q.  White  man  7 — A.  A  wbite  man. 

Q.  Ned  Young  7— A.  I  know  him. 

Q.  A  white  man  7 — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  is  one  Ed.  Jones  7 — A.  A  white  man. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics  7 — ^A.  I  don't  know  his  politics.  He  claimed  to  be  a  republicao. 
There  is  one  Ed.  Jones,  who  lived  in  Archer,  who  claimed  to  be  a  republican. 

A    HARD  QUESTION  TO  ANSWER. 

Q.  The  one  you  refer  to  is  a  white  man  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  white  man. 

Q.  See  if  you  can  name  any  democrats  who  voted  at  precinct  No.  2  7 — A.  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  would  be  a  very  hard  question  for  me  to  answer. 

Q.  Why ;  you  are  so  well  acquainted  there  7 — A.  I  know  all  the  white  men. 

Q.  You  gave  testimony  that  136  votes  were  cast  at  Archer  Nc.  2  for  the  democrats,  and 
that  you  were  well  acquainted  there  7 — A.  I  said  136. 

Q.  You  are  well  acquainted  around  there  and  you  can't  name  a  half  dozen  men  that  voted 
the  democratic  ticket  7— A.  I  don't  know  how  tliey  voted.  I  might  claim  to  be  a  democrat 
and  vote  the  republican  ticket,  like  a  g^eat  many  do  there  who  claimed  to  be  a  republican 
and  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  7— A.  Box  No.  1. 

Q.  Did  you  copy  the  results  of  the  election  as  he  announced  them  7~A.  No,  sir.  I  took 
these  down  as  they  counted  the  tally-sheet.  When  they  counted  through  I  was  in  a  poai- 
tion  to  do  so. 
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Q.  Were  yon  inside  the  room  f — ^A.  I  was  outside,  standini^  on  the  box,  looking  right 
OTer  the  list. 

Q.  Is  this  the  original?  [pointing.]— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  the  original  ? — A.  I  gave  it  to  the  congressional  committee.    This  is  a  copy. 

Q.  Was  the  original  written  in  the  same  ink  as  this  is  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  original  was 
written  in  pencil. 

Q.  Why  did  you  give  them  the  original  instead  of  a  copy  7 — A.  Well,  because  they  asked 
me  for  the  original. 

Q.  I  asked  you  for  the  copy  and  you  hesitated  about  giving  it  to  me. — A.  I  will  give  yon 
a  copy. 

Q.  Why  not  give  me  this  t  Why  did  you  not  keep  the  original  ? — A.  Because  that  was 
the  one  they  wanted,  and  I  gave  it  to  them.  They  wanted  the  original.  The  copy  is  here 
I  will  give  you  this. 

Q.  "Did  you  have  a  light  outside  when  you  were  writing  ? — A.  I  believe  there  was  a  fir 
back. 

Q.  How  far  back  t — A.  In  fact,  the  fire  never  did  us  any  good.  They  had  a  candle  or  a 
lamp.  I  wouldn't  swear  positively  as  to  that,  but  I  was  running  right  over  where  I  saw 
thorn  counting  and  counted  the  tallv-sheet  with  the  clerk. 

Q.  You  were  running  over  it  on  the  outside  of  the  window.  How  far  was  your  box  from 
the  window  f — A.  Right  under  the  window.  The  box  sat  on  a  little  table,  and  I  could  look 
right  over  the  box  at  the  window. 

Q.  Was  that  table  pushed  against  the  window  ? — A.  My  recollection  U  it  was  close  against 

e  window. 

Q.  Were  the  men  sitting  between  the  table; and  the  window  f — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  sit- 
ting around  it. 

Q.  None  sitting  on  the  side  toward  the  window? — A.  No,  sir.  [Illustrating.]  This  is 
the  window.  Here  sat  the  table.  I  think  two  tables  were  fixed  that  way.  I  sat  right  over, 
and  looked  right  over  them. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  there  were  only  180  republican  votes  in  that  box  f  —  A.  I  say  that  is 
the  figures  they  g^ave  me  as  I  counted  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  those  figures  were  correct  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  they 
eonnted  on  that  tally-sheet. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  this  is  the  number  of  republican  tickets 
that  was  in  that  box  ?— A.  That  was  the  number  which  ought  to  be,  in  compliance  with  this 
tally-sheet. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  this  was  the  number  in  the  box  T — A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  votes  taken  out  of  it  when  they  were  counted  f — A.  Not  all  of  them. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  absent  from  there  f — A.  From  the  polls  t 

Q.  From  the  counting  f — A.  I  suppose  I  was  sometimes  absent  ten  or  fifteen  minutes :  but 
when  they  were  canvassing  the  votes,  when  counting  the  tally-sheet,  I  was  there  all  the 
time  from  the  beginning^ — from  the  time  they  commenced  with  the  first  counting  until  they 
got  through  it. 

Q.  How  manv  tally-sheets  did  they  have  t — ^A.  I  donH  recollect  as  to  that ;  one,  I  think. 
They  had  one  that  I  did  see,  which  they  were  counting  the  figures  on.  Vance  had  it,  and 
I  helped  him.  They  may  have  copied  it  afterwards,  but  I  did  not  know  anything  about 
that. 

Q.  There  was  but  one  tally-sheet  kept  ? — A.  All  that  I  saw. 

Q.  How  did  the  lines  of  the  tallies  run  ;  double  or  not  7 — A.  I  donH  understand. 

Q.  The  lines  of  the  tallies ;  did  Uiey  run  to  the  end  of  the  paper  and  then  come  back 
and  commence  again,  or  did  they  all  run  to  the  end  of  the  paper?— A.  I  don*t  recollect, 
positively,  as  to  that.    I  think  they  run  to  the  end  of  the  paper. 

Q.  How  did  you  begin  with  those  after  you  got  to  the  end  of  the  paper  7 — A.  They  may 
have  doubled. 

Q.  You  were  there  watching  this  thing  ? — A.  Watching  the  man  that  had  the  pen,  as  he 
put  it  on  each  tally. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Whore  did  you  say  Moses  Ligon  voted  7— A.  I  think  he  voted  at  box  No.  1,  and  the 
democratic  ticket 
Q.  Wesky  Coflin  7— A.  Some  such  name  as  that 
Q.  Probably  that  is  the  name  ?  [showing.] — A.  I  declare  I  don*t  know  how  it  was  spelled. 


BLACK  AND  VANCE  ABSENT  FROM  THE  POLLS. 

Qainesvillb,  January  10,  1877. 
R.  H.  Black  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Mr.  Black,  did  you  have  any  mucilage  at  the  polling- p luce  at  Archer  No.  2  on 
ekctioD-day  ?-.An8wer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  know  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  got  it  in  my  lioase. 

Q.  Was  there  any  time  during  the  afternoon  when  you  imd  Vance  were  both  out  of  the 
room  at  the  same  time  7 — A.  We  were  not  out  of  the  room,  but  out  of  the  box.  The  whole 
thing  was  in  one  building.  We  were  out  five  or  eight  or  ten  minutes,  possibly,  several  times 
late  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  tof— A.  We  went  to  box  No.  1 — in  the  room  of  box  No.  1. 

Q.  Was  there  a  partition  f — A.  A  partition.  It  was  something  like  a  little  room  off,  it  was 
used  for  a  bed-room  to  the  store. 

Q.  There  was  a  partition  between  box  No.  1  and  2  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  between  No.  1  and  2. 

Q.  What  was  transpiring  there  at  the  time  when  you  went  there,  if  you  remember' anj 
particular  occasion  ? — A.  What  caused  us  to  eo  t  There  was  some  dispute  about  swearing 
in  some  person.  I  don't  know  who  it  was.  It  was  some  dispute  about  a  young  white  man; 
something  about  his  age.  As  Mr.  Vance  and  myself  went  out  and  were  standing  there  listen- 
ing while  they  were  joking  about  the  matter.  The  applicant  was  standing  at  the  window 
outside. 


Gainesville,  January  10,  1877. 
Allan  M.  Jones  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  testified  the  other  day  that  you  were  inspector  at  Archer  No.  1 T — Answer 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  at  that  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  time  during  the  afternoon  when  Mr.  Vance  and  Mr.  Black  wera 
at  the  same  time  together  in  vour  room  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  or  was  hanpening  at  the  time  they  were  in  there  t — A.  I  was  voting  a 
man  as  they  came  in.  My  recollection  is  we  challenged  him ;  Black  and  Mr.  Vance  being 
in  there  at  the  time  we  were  voting  the  gentleman.  It  was  sort  of  dilatory.  I  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  correct  to  swear  him  or  not,  according  to  the  law,  and  let  him  vote.  Some- 
thing was  said  about  his  not  being  in  the  county  long  enough. 

Q  Was  he  a  white  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  dilatory.  We  asked  Mr.  Vance.  He 
said  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  that ;  that  if  the  man  would  take  the  oath,  just  swear  him. 
So  I  read  the  oath  to  him,  and  he  took  the  oath. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  in  there  at  that  time  before  they  returned  t — A.  A  very  few 
minutes.  I  didn't  take  notice  how  long.  I  was  attending  to  my  business.  I  never  notioed 
how  long. 

Q.  They  were  in  there  a  short  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  attending  to  my  business,  and 
don't  know  how  long  they  staid  in  there. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  itf — A.  It  was  about  three  o'clock— just  about  the  tine 
the  train  was  due  at  Archer's.    The  gentleman  had  come  right  on  the  train,  and  came  right 
over  there  to  the  polls. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  You  voted  the  republican  ticket,  did  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  At  Archer  No.  1  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Gainesville,  January  10, 1877. 

Thomas  H.  Vance  recalled  and  examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Was  there  any  time  during  the  day  when  you  and  Black  were  both  out  of  the  room 

t  Archer  precinct  after  the  polls  opened,  before  the  completion  of  the  vote  f— Answer.  Yes ,  sir. 

I  think  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  after  dinner  some  time,  that  Black  and  I  did  go  out  in 

the  south  part  of  the  room,  where  box  No.  I  was,  and  were  standing  there  talking  and 

laughiug  and  joking  with  the  other  inspectors. 

Q.  Was  there  a  partition  between  the  rooms  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  you  and  Black  were  there  ? — A.  Not  very  long  at  a  time. 

Q.  More  than  once? — A.  Yes,  sir;  eight  or  ten  minutes  at  a  time;  hardly  staid  oat 
longer  than  eight  or  ten  minutes  at  the  furthest 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  printed  slip  or 
printed  blank  for  electors  was  pasted  on  or  put  on  the  large  blank.  Do  yon  remember  at 
what  time  that  was  done  T — A.  That  was  done  after  we  got  through  making  up  and  signing 
the  returns ;  the  returns  filled  up  were  pasted  on  to  the  large  blank.  This  small  piece  4U 
paper,  the  size  of  that,  I  think,  sir,  [showing.] 
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Q.  That  was  done  after  the  returns  were  made  up  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  tou  signed  or  after  ? — A.  After.    No  ;  not 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  f  After  the  returns  were  made  up  this  was  pasted  on,  before  or 
after  the  names  were  sijped  to  it  7 — A.  Afterwards. 

Q.  What  substance  did  you  use  to  fasten  it  with  ? — A.  Mucilage. 

Q.  Did  you  have  mucilage  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Black  sent  and  got  mucilage.  I 
uked  him  to  g^t  mucilage  and  candles,  as  such  things,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  get  away  as 

quick  as  possible. 
• 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  I  beliere  yon  said  before,  Mr.  Vance,  that  the  poll-list  was  copied  by  you  f — A.  Yes, 
nr. 

Q.  Was  it  all  in  your  handwriting  f— A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  was. 

Q.  All  in  your  handwriting  f — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  The  poll-list  you  filled  up  as  clerk  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  fact  I  never  examined  it  after 
we  got  away  firom  there.  They  said  it  was  the  fairest  election  they  ever  had,  and  I  never 
badaoy  idea  that  there  would  be  such  a  trouble  as  now  about  it,  or  I  should  have  been 

Q.  You  delivered  the  poll-list  to  the  county  clerk,  and  it  was  all  in  your  handwriting  T — 
A  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anybody  but  yourself  write  on  that  poll-list  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  and  Mr.  Black  went  out  sometimes  ? — ^A.  Sometimes  I  might  g^  out  or 
Black  go  out;  either  one  or  the  other  would  follow  into  the  other  room,  where  they  were 
laoghini^  or  talking. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  do  that  while  they  were  voting  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  while  voting. 

Q.  Were  there  any  votes  taken  in  ? — A.  I  mean  at  our  precinct. 

Q.  In  at  your  precinct  altogether  t — ^A.  O,  no. 

Q.  One  of  you  was  always  there  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  those  returns  were  signed,  and  then  the  electors  were  attached  to  it  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  the  electors  and  returns  were  made  out,  and  then  this  short  piece  of  paper  was  pasted 
on— laid  right  up  to  it.  This  was  the  return  which  was  doubled  bv  us,  right  in  it.  That 
was  the  two  returns,  to  be  signed  after  we  got  through,  and  we  took  mucilage  and  attached 
it  (m  to  one.    We  put  it  on  to  one  on  the  under  side,  and  one  on  the  top. 

Q.  One  on  the  under  side  and  one  on  the  topf — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  This  was  alter  the  signatures  was  done  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  authorize  you  to  attach  it  7— A.  Which  ? 

Q.  Anybody  authorize  you  to  do  it  after  that  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  all  return.  Of  course 
it  had  to  be  put  together. 

Q.  After  it  was  signed  you  attached  it  on ;  did  anybody  authorize  yon  to  do  it  t~A.  It 
bad  to  be  put  together.  They  were,  of  course,  to  be  pasted,  stuck  together,  so  as  not  to  be 
kwt 

Q.  When  signed,  it  was  not  on  there  ? — A.  It  was  lying  right  on  that  return  this  way — 
[showing] — both  together. 

Q.  Tl^  he  took  it  up  and  attached  one  to  the  under  side  and  one  on  the  top  7 — A.  I  think 
•0 ;  it  was  all  done  in  a  hurry,  and  everything  seemed  to  be  satisfactory. 

Q.  You  did  it  with  mucilage  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  got  through  that  day  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  and  Mr.  Black  went  out  of  the  room,  and  into  the  other  room,  whom  did 
you  talk  to  f — A.  Well,  there  was  Allan  Jones,  and  Wright,  I  believe  his  name  is,  and  the 
other  inspectors  of  that  box.  I  believe  I  had  been  there  once  when  they  had  a  dispute  over 
a  white  man,  that  he  had  not  been  living  in  the  county  long  enough  to  vote,  and  the  inspect- 
on  refused  to  take  his  vote,  sajring  he  did  not  live  in  the  State  long  enough.  He  said  he 
had,  and  they  refused  to  take  it  He  said  he  would  take  the  oath,  and  they  called  me  and 
aaked,ifaman  took  the  oath, had  he  the  right  to  vote.  I  said,  ** Certainly,  you  cannot 
prohibit  him  from  voting." 

Q.  Who  were  the  inspectors  at  that  box  T— A.  It  was  Wright,  Mr.  Blitch,  and  Allan  M. 
Jones. 

Q*  Republican  or  democrats  7 — A.  I  think  Mr.  Blitch  is  a  democrat,  and  Jones  claims  to 
be  a  republican. 

Q.  How  with  Wright  I— A.  He  claims  to  be  a  republican. 

Q.  Wright  and  Jones  were  republicans,  and  Blitch  was  a  democrat  f — ^A.  Mr.  Banknight, 
Cwrk  of  the  election,  was  there  also. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics  7— A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q<  He  is  a  white  man,  is  he  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Gainesville,  January  8,  1877. 
James  Lewis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Mr.  Lewis^  where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer 
Station. 

Q.  At  which  precinct  f — A.  Archer  Station  precinct. 

Q.  No.  1  or  2  f— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Who  were  the  officers  of  election  t  Give  the  names.  — A.  Green  R.  Moore,  Blad[, 
and  there  was  another  man ;  I  don*t  know  him. 

Q.  Was  it  the  north  or  south  end  of  the  building  7— A.  West  end. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  The  radical  ticket 

Q.  You  mean  by  that  the  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  republican  ticket. 

WiLLLAM  HiGHTOWER  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Do  you  know  whether  you  voted  as  William  or  Billy  Hightower  f — Answer. 
William  is  the  name  I  g^ve. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  t — A.  At  Archer  Station  No.  2. 
Q.  Which,  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  The  republican. 

Ben  Peoples  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  precinct  t — A.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  Which  one— No.  1  or  2? — A,  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Dembo  Duncan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  poll?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  How  did  you  vote  T — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Aaron  Thomas  swom  and  exam  u  d. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  number  t— A.   No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  it  Aaron  f — A.  Yes ;  Aaron  Thomas. 
Q.  You  voted  where  f — A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No. 2  box. 
Q.  Republican  ticket? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

James  McLin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?~  Answer.  Box  No.  2,  in  Archer  precinct 
Q.  Which  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Have  you  a  son  named  James  McLin  ? — A.  Yes ,  sir ;  they  call  me  Jim  and  him 
James.     In  that  way  they  distinguish  ns. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  How  do  they  distinguish  you? — A.  In  writing  they  call  me  Jim  and  him  Jamea. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  he  vote  at  that  election  ? — A.  I  can  swear  he  voted  the  republican  Mcket 
Q.  Did  he  vote  at  the  same  time  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  can  swear  to  that. 
Q.  The  same  box  vou  did  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  are  his  father  ?~A.  Yes  ;  of  both  of  them. 

Caleb  Peterson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPUBLICAN  VOTERS  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2.         107 

JOHV  Hardy  sworn  and  examioed.  # 

Bj  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  70a  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  precinct  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Hardt  Adams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  box  T— A,  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Repnblican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  was  ? — A.  Hardy  Adams. 

JiCK  Thomas  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestioti.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election*day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  You  voted  at  No.  2,  did  you  not  T— A.  Yes,  bTt. 
Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Radical  ticket 
Q.  The  republican  ticket  1 — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Kepas  Logan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  what  precinct  t— A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  t— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Manuel  Natiel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  At  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  box,  No.  1  or  2  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Wilson  Robinson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnettion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  N6.2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  do  you  say  your  name  is  T — A.  Wilson  Robinson. 

Adam  Nelson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QoeBtion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7 — Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  precinct  7 — A.  Archer  precinct 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Mke  Wadsworth  sworn  and  examined. 

Bj  the  Chairman  : 
QotttioD.  Can  you  spell  it  t— Answer.  Mike  Wadsworth. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — ^A.  Archer  precinct  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T—A.  Republican  ticket.    I  had  my  ticket  in  my  hand  and  received  it 
™» the  right  man. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q-  Who  was  the  nght  man  who  gave  you  the  ticket  T— A.  Ed  McKinney. 

By  the  Chahiman  : 
Q-  He  is  republican  I— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108  FLORIDA — ^ALACHUA   COUNTY. 

Randall  Dickerson  sworn  and  Examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  f— Answer.  Archer  Station,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  Y— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Aaron  Blair  sworn  and  examined. 

By^the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  Yote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Richard  Walton  is  7 — A.  He  is  in  Gulf  Hammock. 
Q.  About  how  far  off  is  that  ?— A.  I  don't  know  ;  I  have  never  been  down  there. 
Q.  Some  considerable  distance  t — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  on  election-dav  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  right  with  me. 
Q.  He  voted  at  the  same  box  as  you  did  I — A.  Yes,  sir ;  No.  2. 
Q.  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Henry  Madison  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  vou  vote  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  Which  box?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  voted  at  No.  2  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  The  republican  ticket  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Alexander  Davis,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

r    Question.  Where  did  vou  vote  7 — ^Answer.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  t — A.  Republican  ticket. 

John  White  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  WhatboxT— A.  No.2. 

Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket, 

George  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on    election-day  t— Answer.  I  voted  at  No.  2  box  at 
Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  T— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  isf — A.  George  Johnson. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  at  Archer  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  at  No.  1  or  2  7— A.  No.  2  box. 

London  Sanders  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  No.  2  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

George  Woods  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t— Answer.  Archer. 

Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2  box. 

Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket. 
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Dublin  Williams  sworn  and  examiDed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoation.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  1 — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  ? — ^A.  Dublin  Williams. 
Q.  Dublin  I— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cupid  Hunter  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  Which  boxT— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Anderson  Hunter  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman:  • 

Qneition.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  I — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No. 2. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  was  t — A.  Anderson  Hunter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  7 — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  n 

Q.  Did  you  vote  under  that  name  ?— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Jerrt  Hunter  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qiwstion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  Ucket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Harry  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QofistioQ.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

George  Grambung  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  At  which  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  Which  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  read  your  ticket  ? — A.  Did  I  read  it  ? 
Q-  Yes.— A  No,  sir ;  I  can*t  read. 
Q.  What  did  it  have  on  it  t— A.  The  ticket  ? 
Q-  Yoi.— A.  It  was  given  to  me  for  a  republican  ticket 'j 

BytheCHAiRMAH: 
Q*  By  whom  ?— A.  John  Brown.    It  had  Hayes  and  Wheeler,  I  think,  on  it. 
^«  Did  it  have  a  flag  on  it  7 — A.  I  disremember  whether  it  had  a  flag. 
Q'  Is  John  Brown  a  republican  ? — A.  Tes,  he  is  a  republican. 
Q.  From  a  man  whom  you  had  confidence  in  as  a  republican  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  if  anybody  put  a  democratic  ticket  in  your  hand  they  cheated  you  out  of  your 
"^^^^A,  Yes, sir;  anybody  who  would  g^ve  me  such  in  my  hand. 

<J*oaGE  Washington  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
^J^*«^M)n.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election^ay  ? — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
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Q.  Which  box  T— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Which  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Are  70a  the  only  George  Washington  in  this  county  f — ^A.  I  (lon*t  know,  sir. 
Q.  You  don't  know  anyb(^y  else  by  that  name  f — A.  1  know  Henry  Washington. 
Q.  You  are  the  only  George  T^A.  The  only  George  down  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  you  know  of  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  There  may  be  some  you  don^t  know  about  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Henry  Riley  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t — Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No. 2. 
*Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Your  name  is  Henry  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Alexander  Pickens  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer  precinct 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 
Q.  Which  box  T— A.  No.  2. 

Boston  Haines  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  Which  ticket  7— A.  Republican  ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What's  your  name  t — ^A.  Boston. 
Q.  Is  it  Boston  or  Thomas  7 — ^A.  Boston. 
Q.  You  voted  by  the  name  of  Boston  7 — A,  Yes,  sir. 
January  McHaoen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  you  voted  as  January  or  J.  McHagen  t— Answer.  Jan- 
nary  McHagen 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  ?— A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket 

Charles  William  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  T — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  Which  box?— A.  No. 2 

Q.  Which  ticket  7 — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  your  name  is  William,  not  Williams  7— A.  Not  Williams  ;  William. 
Q.  You  voted  as  Charles  William  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Alfred  Coleman  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election*day  7 — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 

Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  ? — A.  Alfred  Coleman. 
Q.  You  voted  where  f — ^A.  No.  2. 
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John  Riley  sworn  and  examined. 

Bj  the  Chairmak  : 

Qaestion.  Where  did  joa  yote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  Which  boxt— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Which  ticket  f—A.  Republican  ticket. 

Chambers  Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qneetion.  Where  did  von  vote  on  election-day  t— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Chambers,  you  say  your  name  is  1 — A.  Tes«  sir ;  Chambers  Jackson. 
Q.  Not  Richard  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  Chambers  Jackson. 
Q.  Never  called  Richard  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Wesley  Thomas  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Qoeetion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  ?~A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Wesley,  you  say  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  Wesley  Thomas. 
Q.  Can  you  spell  that  f—A.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  spell  my  name. 

Spence  Frazier  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QoestioD.  Tou  don't  say  Spencer  f— Answer.  Spence. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^A.  Archer.       • 
Q.  What  box  f—A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f—A.  Republican  ticket 

Fed  Jordan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Is  there  another  Jordan  here  that  yon  know  off — ^Answer.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Is  vour  first  name  Frederick  or  simply  Fed  f — A.  Fed. 
Q.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day? — ^A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f—A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f—A.  Republican  ticket 


Smart  Dosey  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairbian  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f—A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f—A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  ; 
Q.  Is  it  Dosey  %t  Dorsey  ? — A.  Dosey. 
Q.  How  do  you  spell  it  f—A.  Dosey. 

Mitchell  Reed  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f—A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A,  Republican  ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  read  your  ticket  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  can't  read  it  f—A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  gave  it  to  you  f—A.  Toby  Adams. 
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Q.  Toby  Adams  is  a  republican  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  An  active  one  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

•  By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  Toby  vote  with  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  same  box. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  Toby  Adams  voted  at  Archer  No.  2  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  ? — A.  I  heard  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  t — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  You  mi^ht  be  mistaken  about  hearing  so  ?^A.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  him  si^  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  vote  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Sam  Stevens  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t — A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  Are  you  named  Sam  or  Samuel  f — A.  Sam. 
Q.  Never  call  yourself  Samuel  t — A.  I  call  myself  Sam. 
Q.  Altogether ;  everybody  knows  you  by  that  name  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Richard  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

Moses  Maxwell  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  Archer. 

Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  vote  without  swearing,  or  were  you  sworn  f — A.  I  voted  without  swearing. 
I  was  not  sworn 

Thomas  Thomas  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  That  is  your  name,  Thomas  Thomas  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

William  Henry  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  the  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  No  2. 
Q.  Which  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Ed  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  name  7 — Answer.  Ed  Jones. 

Q.  What  does  Ed  stand  for — simply  Ed  Jones? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — A.  Archer. 

Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  your  name  is  Ed  Jones  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  are  certain  you  voted  at  No.  2  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Yon  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yon  read  the  ticket  f  — A.  No,  sir ;  bat  I  got  a  man  to  read  it  that  could  read. 
Q.  Did  he  read  it  for  yov  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Bj  the  Chairiian  : 
Q.  Yon  know  he  was  a  republican,  do  jon  T— A.  Yes^  sir. 

John  Beattie  sworn  and  examined, 

Bj  the  Chaaman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  von  Tote  at  on  election-day  ?^A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f — A.  No.  8. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  BepnbUcan  ticket. 

Jakb  Sabiuel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  That  is  joar  name  T— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  TOte  t— A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  r— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  read  the  ticket?^ A.  No,  sir :  but  I  got  some  one  to  read  it  for  me, 
Q.  You  are  certain  you  voted  atNo.2t«A.  Yes,  sir. 

Andrew  Laberth  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairbcan  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  Tote  on  election-day  T^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A,  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f~ A.  Republican  ticket 

<^,  Do  you  know  whether  you  gave  your  name  as  Andrew  or  A  f ^A.  It  was  A  on  (be 
ngistrstion-list. 

Pohpet  Gaskin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestioa.  Where  did  you  rote  on  election-day  f^Ausvrer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No, 2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Can  you  spell  your  name  f— A.  I  don't  suppose  I  can  spell  it  in  the  proper  way^Gas  - 
kin, 

KiLHON  Abraham  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Is  it  Abram  or  Abraham  ? — Answer.  Abraham. 
Q.  Where  did  you  Tote  on  election-day  ? — A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q,  What  ticket?— A,  Republican  ticket. 

Edward  Ford  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  yote  on  election-day  ? — Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?-A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  * 

Q.  Did  you  yote  as  Ed.  or  Edward  ? — A.  Edward. 
Q*  Bid  you  giTe  your  name  as  Edward?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q-  Ton  don't  know  whether  they  put  it  down  on  the  list  Ed.  or  Edward  ?— A.  They  put  it 
^»WBM  Edward. 

HoKtoE  Roberts  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cuaibman  : 
^'^••Hon.  Where  did  you  Tote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer. 

8.  Rep.  611,  pt  2 8  ^  . 
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Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is— Monroe  Roberts  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  You  voted  by  that  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  didn't  vote  by  the  name  of  Ed.  Roberts  ?— A,  N  ,  sir, 
Q.  You  gave  your  name  as  Monroe  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  always  have  been  known  by  the  name  of  Monroe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  you  voted  at  No.  2  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  didn't  vote  at  No.  1 7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Charles  Roberts  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 

What  box?— A.  No. 2. 

What  ticket  7 — A.  Republican  ticket ;  the  true  republican  ticket.  . 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  | 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  read  some  part  of  it 

Q.  What  was  on  it  7— A.  L.  G.  Dennis,  Josiah  T.  Walls,  and  several  other  names.    I  dis* 

remember  at  present ;  but  I  could  call  them  all  over.  ] 

Q.  You  recollect  those  two,  and  you  are  satisfied  it  was  the  true  republican  ticket,  and  j 

that  these  two  were  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  true  republican  ticket.  i 

William  Woods  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  •\, 

Question.  That  is  your  name  t— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f— A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket. 
Q.  Which  box  f-A.  No.  2. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  your  name  William  Woods,  or  Billy  f — A.  Billv  or  William — all  one. 
Q.  Which  do  you  call  it  generally  t— A.  I  call  it  William  or  Billy — is  all  one 
Q.  Which  did  you  vote  as  ?— A.  William  or  Billy. 

By  the  CHAlRBfAN : 
Q.  Which  name  did  you  give  in  f— A.  William. 
Q.  You  did  not  give  in  Billy  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  they  wrote  your  name ;  William  or  Billy  7— A.  I  don't  know  how 
they  wrote  it  down.  I  gave  in  the  name  William. 

John  Badger  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7 — Answer  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican. 

Jordan  Thomas  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7 — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  T— A.  Republican. 

Henry  Bell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer,  No.  2. 
Q,  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Sandis  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  e?ection-day  Y — ^Answer.  Archer  station. 
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Q.  What  box  ?— A.  I  voted  at  box  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket,  the  republicaa  or  democratic  f — A.  The  republican. 

B7  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  yon  say  your  name  was ;  Sandis  f —A.  Saudis  or  Sanders. 
The  Chairman.  Probably  Sandes. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  are  certain  you  voted  at  No.  2 1 — A.  I  did,  actually. 

Q.  Which  end  of  the  buildinj^  was  that— which  direction  t— A.  Next  to  Sam  Fleming's 
store. 
Q.  The  east  or  west  side  7 — A.  I  donH  know  which — at  this  upper  end  [indicating]  I  voted. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  were  the  officers  of  the  election  ? — A.  1  disremember  the  officers. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Black  or  Mr.  Vance  t — A.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Bir.  JMaok. 
Q.  Was  he  there  7 — A.  He  was  there. 

Ben  Evans  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  votet — Answer.  Archer  station,  Florida,  No.  2  box.    Republi- 
ean  ticket. 
Q.  What  IS  your  name  f — A.  Ben  Evans. 
Q.  Have  you  a  brother  T — ^A.  Tes ;  George  Evans. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  f — ^A.  Marion  County,  Ocalla. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  voted  on  election-d^f— A.  No.  2,  Archer  station,  Florida. 
Q.  Tou  were  with  him  when  he  voted  7 — A.  We  voted  together. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  what  ticket  he  voted  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  The  republican  ticket?— A.  Tes,  sir;  the  republican  ticket 

Jerrt  Taylor  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chahiman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— A.  Archer  Station,  Florida. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t~ A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Henrt  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAlRBfAN : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Benjamin  J.  Bland  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  is  your  name,  Blair  or  Bland ;  Benjamin  J.  Bland  f— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f •— A.  Archer  Station. 
<J.  What  box ;  No.  1  or  2  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket;  I  voted  that  all  my  life. 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  ^ 

Q.  Did  you  vote  as  Benjamin  Bland  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Jast  simply  Benjamin  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  7 — A.  Benjamin  J. 

(t-  How  did  vou  vote,  Benjamin,  or  Benjamin  J. ;  did  you  give  your  name  af  Bei\janiin 
J.  7— A,  Yes,  sir. 

Dennis  Phillips  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QqmUod.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f~ Answer.  Archer  Station,  Florida. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican  ticket. 

MiN«o  Frazier  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q''*??^^'  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
H'  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican  ticket ;  I  always  did,  and  always  expect  to. 
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Bj  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  70U  read  your  ticket  ?— A.  No,  sir;  but  showed  it  to  several  who  could  do  it. 
Q.  That  could  read  it  t^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  thej  read  on  it  t— A.  Walls  and  Dennis  and  Steams  were  on  it. 
Q.  That  was  all  that  was  on  it ;  just  the  names  f— A<  Tes,  sir. 

Lewis  Cherry  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  ?~A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  ;  Lewis  Cherry  7— A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  Tou  voted  where  ? — A.  Archer. 
Q.  No.  lor2T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  Tou  are  certain  about  that  7 — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  am  certain  of  it 

William  Span  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  the  7th  of  November  f— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

RicuARO  Dofiy  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box!— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Nelson  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  9 — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box!— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say ;  Nelson  Brown  t— A.  Tes,  sir. 
•  Q.  Tou  voted  at  box  No.  2,  the  republican  ticket  t— A.  Tes,  sir. 

.  Peter  Taylor  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  CHAIRMAN : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
<2.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  7— A.  Peter  Taylor. 
Q.  Tou  are  certain  you  voted  at  No.  2  T— A,  Certain. 

Q.  Tou  did  not  vote  as  Jerry ;  did  not  call  your  name  as  Jerry  Taylor  7— A.  No,  At. 
Jerry  Taylor  is  my  son. 
Q.  Tou  voted  as  Peter  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  your  son  Jerry  Taylor  now  here  ?— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Manuel  Street  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  your  name  Manuel  Street  7— A.  Tes,  sir. 
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Q.  Not  Mack  f — A.  No,  sir ;  mj  father's  name  is  Mack. 

Q.  Tour  name  is  Mannel  Street? — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  Toted  at  Archer  No.  2 1— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  yon,  Mannel  t— A.  I  am  going  on— I  am  29. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Ton  saj  jonr  father  is  Mack  Street  f—A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  he  is,  f  pointing.  | 

Mack  Street  sworn  and  examined. 

Bj  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Q.  This  was  your  son  that  was  here  a  moment  ajg^o  ? — A.  That  was  ray  son. 
Q.  Ton  both  voted  at  the  sameprecinct  7 — A.  Yes,'  sir. 
Q.  And  the  same  ticket  7 — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Amos  Hitkter  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  Archer 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No. 2 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican. 

Ahbrew  Agison  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ?« Answer.  Archer 
Q.  Which  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  Which  tickett—A.  Republican, 

Henry  Scott  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  Whatboxt— A.No.2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f—A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  say  Henry  Scott  t— A.  Henry  Scott. 
Q.  Did  you  vote  the  republican  ticket  ?~A.  Tes,  sir. 

CHEflTBR  MosELT  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t-A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Charlie  Moselv  ?— A.  That  was  mv  brother.    He  voted  at  the  same 
place  and  the  same  ticket    He  died  here  on  the  4th  of  this  month. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  ChtrKe,  you  say  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

JosRCA  Coffee  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
QiiMtion.  Where  did  von  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer   Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

l^^^WPET  Qaskin  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qstttien.  Do  yon  know  Ben  Steele  ? — Answer.  That  is  my  father-in-law. 
H>  Wheieifhenowt— A.  AtBronson. 
%  M  he  vote  at  the  last  election  f— A.  Tes,  sir. 
%  S»re  t-A.  Archer. 
VJ.  What  hox  t— A.  No.  2 ;  just  beside  me. 
^  What  ticket  did  he  vote  ?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  was  his  name? — ^A.  Ben.  Steele. 
Q.  Where  did  he  live  then  f — ^A.  He  lives  on  the  pond. 
Q.  At  the  time  he  voted  T — A.  Not  far  from  Archer,  on  the  pond. 
Q.  When  did  be  move  away  f — A.  He  did  not  move  away  ;  he  has  gone  to  work. 
Q.  Where  t — A.  Bronson. 

Q.  Yon  say  he  voted  the  repnhlican  ticket?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  your  naqe?— A.  Pompey  Gaskin. 

Aaron  Blair  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  Richard  Walton  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now?— A.  Gulf  Hammock. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  voted  a^  the  last  election  or  not  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  he  voted. 
Q.  What  precinct!— A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxt— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Q.  You  saw  him  there  votiujj  ? — A.  He  voted  riarht  with  me. 
Q.  He  voted  the  same  time  you  did  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  read  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn*t  read  it,  because  I  can*t  read. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  voted  the  republican  ticket? — A.  Because  I  saw  it. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  if  you  cannot  read?— A.  He  voted  that  flag. 

Q.  Ticket  with  a  flair  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  aoont  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  voted  right  beside  you  ?-^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  that  7— A.  I  don't  know  exactly ;  betwixt  ten  and  eleven. 

Q.  Was  it  not  early  in  the  morning  when  you  and  he  voted  7 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  betwixt  ttn 
and  eleven. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  hand  the  ticket  ?— A.  Oreene  Moore. 

Q.  He  was  taking  in  tickets,  was  he  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  both  gave  them  up  to  him  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  now— Richard  Walton  ?— A.  Gulf  Hammock. 

Q.  Where  is  Gulf  Hammock  7^A.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  far  it  is. 

Q.  Which  wav  from  here?— A.  Up  the  railroad. 

Q.  On  the  railroad  ? — ^A.  No,  sir.  You  go  on  the  railroad  as  far  as  Otter  Creek  and  thin 
take  the  road. 

Q.  Then  take  the  road  off  to  Gulf  Hammock  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  railroad  is  it :  do  yon  know  ? — A.  I  don*t  know  exactly  how  for 
it  is. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  know  this  man  well  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  live  close  to  each  others 
Q.  How  long  have  yon  known  him  ? — A;  Five  or  six  years. 

Washington  Mosrly  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket?— A.  RepubUcan. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  give  your  name  as  Washington? — A.  Washington  Mosely. 
Q.  Did  you  give  that  name  to  the  officers  of  election  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  voted  as  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Nothing  else  ? — A.  Nothing  else. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  don't  know  whether  they  wrote  it  Wash,  or  Washington  7- A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  didn't  tell  them  Wash.,  did  you  ? — A.  I  told  them  Washington  Mosely. 

George  Warner  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
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Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  who  did  not  come  on  accoant  of  being  sick  f — A.  Bob  Daris ;  he 
is  not  nek ;  he  would  be  here,  but  did  not  get  the  news. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  f— A.  Marion  County ;  just  moved  down  there  last  week. 
Q.  Where  did  he  vote  f — A.  No.  2  box,  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket 
Q.  Did  jou  see  his  ticket  t — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  jou  know  it  was  a  republican  ticketf^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Bj  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  t — A.  No,  sir ;  but  he  voted  the  same  ticket  I  voted. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  it  was  republican  T— A.  I  saw  it  myself;  I  saw  it  was  the  same 
ticket  as  mine. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  without  reading  it  f — A.  It  was  the  same  printing  as  mine  ;  the 
nme  flag  was  on  the  ticket  as  on  mine.  1  saw  him  get  the  ticket  from  the  same  man  as  I 
got  mine. 

Q.  He  got  his  ticket  from  the  same  man  you  got  yours  ?— A.  Tes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Wat  it  about  the  same  length  as  yours  t— A.  The  same  length ;  the  same  ticket. 

MiLTOH  Richardson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election  T— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2.  $ 

Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican,  sir. 

Aaron  Rawlins  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
QnesUon.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election  f — ^Answer.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t—A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  No  other  way  of  spelling  Rawlins,  is  there?— A.  I  spell  it  Rawlins. 
Q.  That's  the  name  you  voted  by  ?— A.  I  don't  know  how  they  put  it  down,  but  that  is 
the  way  I  speU  it 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Ton  told  them  Aaron  Rawlins  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  don't  know  how  they  put  it  down. 

EiffiEX  James  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q  Enex  James  ?— A.  Essex. 

Alexander  Davis  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  Morris  Jackson  ?— Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now?— A.  In  Hernando  County. 
Q.  Do  you  know  what  ticket  he  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican 

Q.  Ton  know  him  to  be  a  republican? — A.  0,  jes ;  sure  ot  that. 
^  He  voted  at  that  box  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Do  you  know  Lewis  Long? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Where  is  he  ? — ^A.  Hernando  County. 
Q.  In  the  same  county  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Did  JOU  see  him  vote  at  Archer  No.  2  that  day  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q*  What  ticket ;  the  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q*  Ii  he  a  colored  man  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  republican. 
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Bj  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Ton  knew  Morris  Jackson,  did  yon  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

How  lonff  have  yon  known  Morris  Jacksdn  t — ^A.  For  the  last  thirteen  years. 

How  old  18  he  1 — ^A.  He  is  abont  forty-seven. 

Abont  forty-seven  Y — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  forty-seven  years  of  a(^e. 

Ton  are  oertain  yon  and  he  voted  together? — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  am  snre  of  it. 
Q.  What  time  in  the  day  f-*A.  Abont  eleven  o'clock. 
Q.  Whom  did  yon  give  yonr  ticket  to  7— A.  To  Black,  and  Vance,  4nd  Green  Moore. 


Q.  Which  did  yon  ^ve  it  to  T— A.  Gave  it  to  Moore. 
Q.  Which  did  Moms  Jackson  give  his  to  f — ^A.  Moore. 


Q.  Both  of  yon  to  Moore  f— A.  Tes,sir. 

Q.  Where  do  ^on  say  he  lives  f — ^A.  Archer. 

Q.  He  is  now  in  Hernando  t^A.  At  this  time. 

Q.  What  is  yonr  name  f— A.  AlAcander  Davis. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  yon  and  he  voted  together ;  what  day  of  the  month  7 — A.  Oa 
the  7th  of  November. 

Q.  What  was  the  other  man  t—A.  Lewis  Lang. 

This  man  yon  say  is  in  Hernando  too  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 
Both  of  them  f— A.  Te^,  sir. 

How  long  did  yon  know  Lewis  Langt—A.  I  knew  him  ever  since  he  was  sixteeo; 
he  Is  now  twenty-two. 

Q.  When  was  he  born,  do  yon  recollect  7— A.  No^  sir. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  he  was  sixteen  when  yon  first  knew  himt — A.  He  moved  np  from 
Hernando  to  Archer. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  he  was  sixteen  t — A.  By  his  father. 

Q.  Ton  had  no  other  knowledge  on  the  snbject  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  cannot  sav  whether  he  is  twenty  or  twenty^five  of  yonr  own  knowledge,  bat  odj 
what  they  told  yon  7— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  don*t  know  anything  abont  the  yonnjgr  man?— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  are  certiun  he  voted  at  No.  2  7— A.  Yes.  sir. 

John  Nero  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  T — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Repnblican. 

Perry  Henderson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  7 — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q,  What  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Repnblican  ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Perry,  yon  say  your  name  is  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Henry  Adams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  7 — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Repnblican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

>.  Ton  say  yonr  name  is  what  ? — A.  Henry  Adams. 

J.  Ton  voted  by  the  name  of  Henrv  Adams  ?— A.  Tea,  sir. 
Q.  Ton  gave  that  and  nothing  ^Ise  T— A.  Nothing  else. 
Q.  Ton  are  known  by  no  other  name  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  yon  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jerry  Adams  or  Perry  Adams  ? — A.  No,  sit  f 
I  know  one  by  the  name  of  Jim  Adams.    I  reckon  he  is  here.  , 

Dublin  Nimmons  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
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Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Repablican. 

By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Q.  What  did  yon  sav  year  same  was  f — A.  Dublin  Nimmons. 
Q.  Voted  where  t— A.  Archer,  sir. 
(J.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  And  Toted  the  republican  ticket  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Sandt  Quant y  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qneetion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  T — ^Answer.  Up  here  at  Archer. 
Q.  At  which  box  did  yon  Yote,  No.  1  or  No.  2  T— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Who  were  the  officers  of  the  election  T    Can  yon  remember  the  name  of  the  ma» 
wbo  took  the  tickets  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Green  R.  Moore  T — ^A.  Moore. 
Q.  Yon  remember  Black  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  yon  voted  at  No.  2  the  republican  ticket  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mark  Antony  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  No.  2. 
Q.  Archer  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
<).  What  ticket  t— A.  The  straight-along  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Who  was  on  your  ticket ;  did  you  read  it  f  «A.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  read.    The  flag  was 
on  it. 
Q.  You  voted  the  flag  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  voted  the  flag.    I  am  certain  of  that. 

Zack  Simpson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  At  No.  2  box. 

Q.  At  Archer? — ^A.  Archer. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  T — A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Jake  Tilman  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  f— A.  At  Long  Pond. 

Q.  He  is  at  Long  Pond  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  on  election-day  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted. 

Q.  The  same  place  you  didt — A.  The  same  place  I  did.    He  and  I  went  up  breasir 
snd  shoulder  together. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vote  ? — ^A.  The  republican  ticket. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  t^A.  Zack  Simpson. 

Q.  You  voted  at  No.  2  f — A.  I  voted  at  No.  2. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  flag  f — ^A.  No ;  I  voted  the  republican  ticket.    There  were  two- 
had  fla^  on ;  but  I  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  t--A.  I  never  read  it.    I  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that,  if  you  did  not  read  it  7— A.  Because  it  was  given  to  me* 
by  Frank  Brown. 

Q.  By  Frank  Brown  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  the  ticket  Frank  Brown  gave  you  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Georob  Harrison  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoeetion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f~ Answer.  At  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Badical. 
Q.  The  republican  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  your  name  f — A.  G^rge  Harrison. 
Q.  George?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  as  George,  did  you  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  As  George  Harrison  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  not  vote  as  Gabriel  t— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  name. 
Q.  You  voted  as  George  at  No.  2 1— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Alex.  McDowell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?~A.  Bepnblioan  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  yon  say  yoor  name  is?~A.  Alexander  McDowell. 
^.  You  voted  where  f — A.  Archer. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  f~A.  Republican. 
Q,  On  the  republican  side  7 — ^A.  The  republican. 

Frank  Harrison  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
<)ue8tion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer. 
<J.  At  which  box  f — A.  No.  2. 
4).  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican. 

Adam  Cooper  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxt— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Lewis  Redding  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
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What  boxt— A.  No.  2. 

What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican,  sir. 


William  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  Archer  No.  2. 
Q.  Did  you  vote  the  republican  ticket  f — ^A.  Yes  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
<i.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  t — ^A.  William  Johnson. 
Q.  William  f— A.  Yee»sir. 
Q.  William  Johnson  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  say  you  voted  f — A.  Archer  No.  2. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  7— A.  The  sundown  side. 

Richard  McLaughlin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  7-.A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  tick^et  7— A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Richard  McLaughlin  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
^.  Did  you  vote  as  Richard  or  Dick  7 — A.  As  Richard. 

Samuel  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  7— Answer.  Archer. 
<J.  What  box  7— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  7— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  vour  name  is  7— A.  Samuel  Williams. 
Q.  Not  Sanders  7— A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  a  brother  named  Sanders  or  Sandes. 
Q.  You  voted  at  Archer  No.  2  as  Samuel  Williams  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
•Q.  Did  you  vote  the  republican  ticket  7— A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
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David  Wiluams  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-4i^  f— Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  Whatlx)xt— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Repablican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  yonr  name  t — A.  David  Williams. 
Q.  And  yon  voted  the  republican  ticket  f^A.  Yes,  sir. 

HsxRY  Latson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  7 — Answer,  Archer.  ' 

Q.  What'boxt— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican,  sir. 

Paul  Johnson  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Radical. 
<2.  Or  republican  f— A.  Republican ;  all  the  same. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  Where  do  you  say  you  voted  f — A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  T — ^A.  North  side. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Some  call  it  north  and  some  call  it  west.    Who  did  you  give  your  ticket  tof~A. 
Mr.  Moore. 
Q.  Green  R.  Moore?— A.  Tes,  sir;  Mr.  Blaok  was  the  man. 
Q.  Moore  and  Black  were  both  there?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Allen  Bailet  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Olivbr  Carns  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  I  voted  at  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Radical  ticket. 
Q.  You  mean  the  republican,  do  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Adam  Beattie  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  The  radical  republican  ticket. 

Jaco  Johnson  swom  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Senator  Cooper.  He  is  not  on  the  list,  but  Jacob  Johnson  is— the  list  you  gave  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yotf  vote  ?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Q.  Is  your  name  always  called  Jaco,  or  sometimes  called  Jacob  ?— A.  Jaco  Johnson ; 
notJicob. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Jaco  Johnson,  is  it?- A.  Yes,  sir. 
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William  Eujs  sworo  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAiiUfAN : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  yoo  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  1^.2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Badloal  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  yon  voted  the  republican  ticket  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  name  f— A.  William  Ellis. 

Nelson  Duncan  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  jrou  yote  on  eJection-day  f — Answer.  At  No.  2  box. 

Q.  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican,  sir. 

Isaac  Sammons  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election* day  ¥ — Answer.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Isaac  Sammons,  is  it  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Senator  Teller.  I  think  it  is  down  Isaac  Samuels  in  the  register. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  voted  at  No.  2,  you  say  f — ^A.  No.  2. 
Q.  And  a  republican  ticket f— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  will  die  a  republican,  I  expect. 

Dennis  Perry  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election- day  T — Answer.  Archer  precinct,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican. 

Shedd  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer?— A.  At  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 
ISenator  Cooper.  It  is  Shade  on  the  register,  I  reckon. 

Adam  Grant  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  station,  sir. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Ty.  Bates  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  ?— Answer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Landy  Tyler  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2  box,  Archei. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  it  is  Landy  and  not  Sandy  ?— A.  Landy. 
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Q.  Ton  are  not  known  as  Sandy  f ^ A.  No,  sir ;  Landy. 

Q.  No  Sandy  aboat  it?— A.  No  Sandy ;  that  is  the  way  I  sign  my  name. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
<}.  Ton  read  and  write,  I  believe  f — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  can  write  some. 

TncKER  Babnbs  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Aroher  station. 
4  What  box  t— A  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Repnblican  ticket ;  that  is  my  baslness  to  vote  that. 

HoLUS  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Aroher. 
0.  What  box  t~A.  No  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  the  name — ^Horace  Wilson  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  vote  by  the  name  of  Horace  or  HoUis  f — A.  Hollis. 
Q.  You  voted  where  f — ^A.  Aroher. 
Q.  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Richard  Days  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  the  last  election-day  f— Auswer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  The  republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  give  your  name  as  Richard  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Richard. 
Q.  You  told  the  man  it  was  Richard,  did  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  it  was  not  Dick  f  ~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  him  it  was  Dick  f— A.  I  told  him  it  was  Richard. 
Q.  You  did  not  tell  him  Dick  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Edwards  Peterson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxt— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f~A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  your  name  is  Edward  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Edwards. 
Q.  Edwams  Peterson  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  It  is  not  Henry  Peterson  f — A  Henry  is  my  daddy. 
Q.  How  old  are  you  t— A.  Twenty-one  on  the  15th  of  last  August  gone. 
<^  When  were  you  bom ;  what  year;  don't  you  remember  f— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  What  is  the  name  of  your  father  f — ^A.  Henry  Petersoo. 
Q.  Is  be  here  to-day  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

William  Moss  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election- day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box!— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t—A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
<l.  You  voted  at  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  No.  2. 

I^  Daniel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Celurman  : 
Question.  Your  name  is  not  Catot— Answer.  No,  sir ;  Cato  Daniel  is  my  father. 
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Q.  Ib  he  here  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  you  sammoned  him  last  week.  Mr.  ThompeoD 
gammoned  him ;  he  came  in  then. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  yonr  name  is  Lot  Daniel  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  My  father's  name  is  Cato  Daniel. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Repablican  ticket. 

Q.  Did  yoor  &ther  vote  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  here  at  Gainesville,  bat  they  said 
his  name  was  on  the  book  there  at  Archer. 
Q.  He  voted  at  Gainesville  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Coopkr  : 
Q.  How  old  are  yoa  ? — A.  Twenty-two  years  old. 

Q.  Yoar  father  voted  at  Gaineevillef  — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  voted  at  Gainesville. 
Q.  He  lives  abont  Archer  T— A.  No,  sir ;  he  lives  aboat  ten  miles  fW>m  Paine's  Prairie. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  his  name  Ketto  or  Cato  f— A.  I^me  call  him  Eetto  and  some  Cato.  White  and 
black  call  him  Cato  Daniels.    Cato  Daniels  is  the  name. 

Q.  Where  is  hef— A.  He  is  at  home ;  he  was  sammoned  here  before.  They  said  lie 
voted  at  Archer,  bat  he  voted  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  He  was  summoned  by  the  other  committee  to  testify  about  voting  at  Archer  t— 
A.  That  he  did  vote  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  f— A.  He  voted  here  in  Gainesville.  A  man  come  with  him 
here  and  voted  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  What  does  he  say  about  it  f— A.  He  said  he  voted  here  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  Cato  Daniels ;  do  you  know  of  any  other  T— A.  I  don't  know 
any  other  man  in  our  precinct  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  Cato  Daniels  at  all  f— A.  No,  sir ;  no  other  Cato  Danieb 
nowhere  that  I  know  of. 

Abraham  Hamilton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f-^ Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 

Juuus  Halssy  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  t— A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  yon  say  your  name  was  f— A.  Jnlius  Halsey. 
Q.  You  voted  where  t — A.  Archer ;  box  No.  2 ;  republican  ticket. 
Q.  And  the  republican  ticket,  did  you  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  was  that  on  f— A.  Tne  north  side.  t 

Q.  Where  you  gave  it  in,  was  it  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  was  taking  tickets  there  that  day  f  — A.  Green  Moore. 

Albert  Tyler  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Washington  Mosely  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  yon  vote  as  Waeh  or  WasbiDgton  T— A.  WaehingtoD. 
Q.  Ton  have  been  examined  to-day  ^fore  f — A.  No,  sir ;  my  father  hasv 
Q.  Is  his  name  Wash  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Yonr  father  was  examined  before  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Ben  Lundt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q,  Ben  Lnndy,  yon  say  f r— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Henry  Smith  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoeetion.  Where  did  yon  vot'O  on  election-day  T— Answer.  At  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Thomas  Bbowk  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Repnblican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Thomas,  yon  say  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

If  OSES  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  tick«t  f— A.  Republican. 

Ckasar  Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  tiie  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f—Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  r— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  RadicaL 
Q.  Yon  mean  the  repnblican  f— A.  Repnblican,  I  mean. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  yon  say  yonr  name  was  f— A.  Ceasar  Jackson. 
Q.  It  is  not  Dick  Jackson  f— A.  No,  sir  ;  Ceasar  Jackson. 
Q.  That's  the  name  yon  voted  by,  was  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  voted  at  Archer  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  the  repnblican  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

James  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qoeetion.  Where  did  yon  vote  at  the  last  election  f — ^Answer.  Archer. 

Q.  VHiatboxt— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Repnblican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Brown  did  you  say  yonr   name  was— James   Brown  T— A.  Jeemes  or  Jim  or 
Jamea— all  the  same  thinff. 
Q.  You  voted  the  repnblican  ticket  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Jes6X  Wells  sworn  and  examined  by  the  chairman : 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Qnestion.  Is  it  Wills  or  Wells  ?— Answer.  Jesse  Wells. 
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By  tbe  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  did  yoa  vote  on  last  election-day  f^A.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

H.  J.  PouNCBT  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
^Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f —Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer. 
<J.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Alfred  Huobb  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vot-e  at  the  last  election  f— Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

January  BIitchkll  sworn  and  examined: 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — Republican. 

Jacob  Bbown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  at  the  last  election-day  f — Answer.  No.  2. 
Q.  At  Archer  T— A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican. 

Oabriel  Harrison  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairbcan  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box!— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  kin  are  you  to  Qeoirge  Harrison  f— A.  Nothing  at  all.    I  am  acquidnted 
with  him. 

Fry  Roberson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer,  sir. 

Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Fry,  is  it,  or  Try  T— A.  Fry. 

Jessie  Lundy  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Jesse  Lundy  f — A.  Lundy. 

Bill  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Billy  or  Bill  f— A.  Bill  Jones. 
Q.  Don't  they  call  you  Billy  Bometimes  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Are  yen  called  William  ? — ^A.  Sometimes. 
Q.  It  may  bo  William,  or  Bill,  or  Billy  ?— A.  They  call  me  William  or  Bill. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  No  one  calls  you  Billy,  did  you  sayt — A.  Not  particular.    They  cull  me  Billy 
mostly,  or  they  call  me  William  or  Bill. 

Israel  Peyton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  your  name  f— A.  Israel  Peyton. 

Samuel  W.  Wright  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaeetion.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  Box  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket ! — A.  The  national  ticket— the  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  f — A.  Samuel  W.  Wright. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  do  you  spell  it  f — A.  Wright. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Samuel,  is  it f— A.  Yes, sir;  Samuel. 
(J.  Not  Simon  f — A.  Not  Simon  ;  Samuel. 

Q.  Samuel  f    You  gave  it  in  that  way  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  the  way  I  gave  my  name 
at  the  court-house  and  everywhere. 

Newton  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T— Answer.  At  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  Archer. 
Q.  W^hat  ticket  ? — A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  yon  say  your  name  is  ? — A.  Newton  Brown. 

Q.  Did  you  give  that  name  f— A.  Newton  Brown ;  always  Newton  Brown  ever  since 
I  luve  been  born. 
Q.  That  is  what  you  told  the  man  at  the  polls  ? — A.  At  the  polls,  Newton  Brown. 
Q.  Who  did  you  give  it  to? — A.  Green  Moore. 

Albert  Bkattie  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  2  box,  Archer 

^tAttOQ. 

Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

Warren  Davis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer;  No.  2  box 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  The  radical  ticket. 
Q.  You  mean  the  lepublican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  republican. 

Capcs  SMrra  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chauiman  : 
QuestioD.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer ;  No.  2  box. 


Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  The  republicau.    I  don^t  vote  any  other,  sir. 
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By  Seoator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  18  your  name  f— A.  Capus  Smith. 

Ansel  McLaughlin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  How  old  are  you  f — A.  Twenty-two  years  old. 
Q.  Twenty-two? — ^A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  before  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  This  is  the  first  time  you  ever  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  say  you  voted  ?— A.  No.  2  box,  Archer. 

Q.  About  what  time  of  day  did  you  vote  there? — A.  I  don't  know, sir ;  I  could  not 
tell  the  time  of  day. 
Q.  Whom  did  you  give  your  ticket  to  ? — A.  Green  Moore. 

Abraham  Reddick  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  election  ?— Answer.  Archer ;  No  2.  box. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Abraham  Reddick,  you  say?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Not  Major?  Ever  known  by  the  name  of  Major  Reddick?— A.  Yes, sir;  my 
father  is. 

Q.  It  is  not  you  ? — A.  My  father. 

Q.  Your  name  is  Abraham  ?— A.  That's  my  name. 

Q.  You  voted,  where  ? — A.  At  No.  2  box.    Republican  ticket. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote  ?  Do  you  recollect  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell  exactly 
what  time  of  day ;  I  reckon  about  ten  o'clock. 

Rinaldo  Reddick  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  oif  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  station,  sir. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

James  Washington  Fuller  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  give  that  full  name  when  you  voted,  or  J.  W.  Fuller  ?— Answer 
J.  W.  Fuller. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  about  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  ? — A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  J.  W.  Fuller  you  say  your  name  is  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  you  voted  at  No.  2  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  voted  nowhere  ehe  that  day. 

Luwis  Mack  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on   last  election-day  f— Aiiswer.   No.  2  box.  Archer 
station. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

SciPio  Webb  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Arcber  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Scipiowhat?— A.  Webb. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  at  No.  2  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Abram  Sims  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election*day  ? — Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  f  — A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Repablican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  yon  vote  as  Abram  or  Abe  T — A.  Abram. 
Q.  Yoa  told  them  that  when  yon  voted  ?— A.  Abram ;  I  did  not  tell  them  Abe. 

Q.  Yoa  are  never  known  by  the  name  of  Abe  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Jack  Mickexs  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  At  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Geokge  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  t — A.  The  republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  George  Johnson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  That  is  the  name  you  voted  by  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Xero  Berrian  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  At  No.  2  box,  at 
Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

Simon  Wright  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  do  you  spell  Wright  T — Answer.  Wright. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — A.  No.  2  box,  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

GiBBiE  Allen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qu^tion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket ;  republican  or  democratic  ? — A.  Republican. 

WiLLUM  Rogers  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Repablican. 

Abraham  Bryant  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnejtion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  No.  2  box ; 
republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q-  Bryant?— A.  Abraham  Bryant ;  I  say  so. 
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Simon  Yield  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Kepnblican. 

By  Senator  Cck)PER  : 
Q.  Yield  did  yon  say  was  yonr  name  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Chairman.  That  is  the  name  on  the  register. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Simon  Yield  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Allen  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxf — A.  No.  2  box ;  republican  ticket. 

Jack  Rowb  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election- day  ? — Answer.  At  Archer  No.  2  bos. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Jack  Rowe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ?— A,  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  it  Jack  Rowe  or  Jack  Row  ?— A.  Jack  Rowe. 
Q.  It  is  not  Rawls  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Alexander  Cotman  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  I  voted  at  Arcber,Xo. 
2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Cotman  you  say  is  your  namef — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Alex,  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Richard  Sams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2. 
Q.  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote? — A.  Republican,  sir. 

Andrew  Yeal  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican. 

Ephraim  Shaw  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Sam  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Whore  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
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Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  say  yonr  name  is  Sam  Jones  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  Sam  Jones. 

Solomon  Lewis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Charles  Walker  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qneation.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer  precincf ,  sir. 
Q.  What  boxf— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

PoMPEY  Riley  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cil\irman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  \Vhat  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

Adah  Days  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election- day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  The  republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is ;  Adam  Days  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  you  give  your  name  as  Adam  Days  or  A.  Days  T — A.  It  was  put  down  A,  Days. 
Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  pronounce  your  name  at  the  time  to  them,  Adam  Days  or  A.  Days  t 
—A.  A  Days. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  vote  without  being  sworn,  or  were  you  sworn  t — A.  I  was  registered  first. 
Q.  Did  they  swear  you  when  you  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  without  being  sworn  T — A.  I  was  registered  before  the  election. 
Q.  Who  did  you  hand  your  ticket  to  when  you  voted  ? — ^A.  To  the  man  that  kept  the 
box. 
Q.  Who  was  he  ? — A.  The  manager,  Green  Moore. 
Q.  Did  Green  Moore  swear  you  at  that  time  f — ^A.  At  the  voting-time  ? 

Q.  Yes.— A.  No ;  I  swore  to  that 

Q.  Did  he  swear  you  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Were  you  sworn  ? 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  he  swear  you  at  the  box  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  be  had  no  right ;  he  had  my  name. 
Q.  Did  not  swear  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Albert  Long  sworn  and  examined. 

•     By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  f — Answer.  Archer  precinct. 

Q.Whatboxf—A.  No.2. 

Q.  ^Vhat  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

James  Mixtox  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  !— Answer.  Archer  station. 


Q.WTiatbox?— A.  No.2. 

U'  Wbat  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 
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Edward  Roberts  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Radical  ticket. 
Q.  Republican,  do  you  mean? — A.  Yes,  sir;  republican  ticket— notbin<;  elde. 

Jonas  Bowens  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Joe  Adams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Arclier  preciiicl 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket? — A.  Republican. 

Henry  Wiggins  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Thomas  Haines  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box? -A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

David  Lewis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Arc  he 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  David  LewiS;  you  say  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  David  Lewis. 

Lawrence  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket? — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Lawrence  Brown,  yon  say  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  voted  the  republican  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Irving  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  vou  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican. 

Madison  Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  diJ  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Arche 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
(^.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  (lid  yon  say  your  name  is?— A.  Madison  Jackson. 
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Hadisox  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  yoo  vote  last  election-day  f— Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer,  No.  2 
box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote  ? — A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  say  your  name  is  Madison  Williams  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  did  not  vote  anywhere  else  that  day  t — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not. 

Willis  Brice  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  f — A.  No.  2. 
Q.  W^hat  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 
Q.  Brice  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  spell  and  read  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  your  given  name  f— A.  Willis  Brice. 
Q.  You  voted  you  say  at  No.  2  ? — A.  No.  2. 

David  Butler  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  station,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — ^A.  Republican,  sir. 

Jacob  Roweli.  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  1  voted  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  votef — A.  Radical. 
Q.  You  mean  the  republican  ticket  ? — A.  The  republican  ticket,  I  should  have  said. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is  f— A.  Jacob  Rowell. 

Emancel  Middleton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q'  What  ticket  T — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Your  name  is  Emanuel  f— A.  Emanuel. 
Q.  Emanuel  Middleton  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  vote  as  Manuel  Middleton  ?— A.  No,  sir;  Emanuel  Middletou  is  luy 
name. 
Q.  You  voted  as  Emanuel  Middleton  ?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  the  clerk  wrote  it  down — did  you  see  ?— A.  I  did  not  see. 
Q.  You  gave  your  name  in  that  way;  he  might  have  written  it  that  way  or  30in« 
other  ?— A.  I  gave  my  name  in  that  way ;  yes. 

Ben  Harrison  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer  Station,  Xo.  2  box. 
Q.  WTiat  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 
Q.  Have  you  been  sworn  before  this  morning  ? — A:  No,  sir. 

James  Garun  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Can  you  spell  that  last  name  ?— Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Is  it  Garlin  or  Garlin^i^n  ? — ^A.  James  Garlin. 
Senator  Cooper.  It  is  GarliDgton  here. 
The  Chairman.  That  is  one  of  those  errors. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  James  Garlin  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f — A.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  hoxf— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Thomas  Rollins  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Can  yon  spell  your  name  ? — Answer.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — A.  Archer  Station,  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket ;  no  other  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Thomas  Rollins  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Thomas  Rollins. 

Q.  Not  Abram,  or  Lewis,  or  Aaron  ;  it  is  Thomas,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  Thomas. 
Aaron  is  my  sou. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  he  here?— A.  He  has  passed  through  here. 

WiixiAM  Henderson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Whore  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  it  William  Henderson  ;  not  Perry  T— A.  My  brother  is  named  Perry. 
Q.  Your  brother  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Your  name  is  William  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  Perry  here  to-day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Peter  Weaver  sworn  and  examined. 

By  tbe  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  t— A.  Republican, 

Peter  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station,  No.  2  box . 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Peter,  you  say  it  is  ? — ^A.  Peter  Brown. 
Q.  Or  Pete  ?— A.  Peter  Brown. 
Q.  Not  Pete  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Peter  Pai>kx  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  f— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

Edward  Reynolds  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QueBtion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  !— Answer.  Archer,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 
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Isaac  Davis  swoni  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  T—A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

Stabling  Hunt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Hunt  ?— A.  Starling  Hunt. 

Charles  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  f — A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Charles  Jones,  is  it  t    Have  you  been  here  before  this  morning  ?— A.  No,  sir.    . 

Charles  Roberson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxf— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Charles  Roberson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Gkorge  Edwards  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?-— Answer.  Archer  Statiou. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Albert  Leberth  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  That  is  your  name,  is  it  ?— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— A.  Archer  Station, 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  Republican  ticket,  did  you  T—A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Laberth,  did  you  sayf — A.  Laberth. 
Q.  Albert  or  Andrew  f — A.  Andrew  is  my  son. 
Q.  Y'onr  name  is  Albert  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Andrew  is  your  son  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,    I  have  got  two  sons ;  one  named  Reuben  and 
one  named  Andrew. 
Q.  Did  tliey  vote  the  republican  ticket  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

William  Mitchell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 
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William  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cn airman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day? — Answer.  Archer  Station^ 
q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
»Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican,  sir.    Don't  care  abont  any  other  ticket* 

Frank  Brewer  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Repnblican. 

JonN  Natiel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  W«at  ticket? — A.  Republican,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Hiram  Natiel  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Amos  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  at  last  election  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  1 — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Edward  Owkns  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box!— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican. 

HiLLiARD  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket? — A.  Republican. 

Robert  Rowden  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election  f — Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican,  sir. 

Walter  Summers  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election  ? — A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  The  republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  is?— A.  Walter  Summers. 
Q.  And  you  voted  at  No.  2  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Ned  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  ? — Answer.  Arcbo-r,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 
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Wade  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Question.  Is  it  Wade  or  Shade  Brown f— Answer,  Wade  Brown. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  did  yon  vote  election-day  f— A.  Archer. 

Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2  box. 

Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican,  forever. 

Shadb  Timmons  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2. 
'    Q.  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  It  is  not  Simmons  T — A.  Timmons. 
Q.  Shade  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Reuben  Laberth  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Has  your  father  been  here  to-day  f-^-Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  WTiat  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

David  Blake  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  election-dav  ? — Auswor.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f — A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  David  Blake  f—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Tandy  Walker  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 
Q.  That  is  Tandy,  not  Sandy  T— A.  Tandy. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  Walker  ?— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tandy  Walker,  you  say  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Your  name  was  not  given  as  John  Walker  f—A.  No,  sir ;  Tandy  Walker^ 

James  Stewart  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Have  you  got  any  middle  name  f — Answer.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Can  you  spell  your  name  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  can^t  spell  it. 
Q.  Wliere  did  you  vote  at  last  election  T — A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  f—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  ofiBcers  of  the  election  t  Whom  did  you  give  your  ticket 
to  ?— A.  To  Mr.  Moore. 
Q.  Green  R.  Moore  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  standing  at  the  box. 
Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Black  there  also  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Vance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Was  he  in  the  room  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Do  yon  know  any  other  James  Stewart  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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ounty,  in  no  way  spelt  Stewart  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  no  one  there. 
t  know  how  you  spell  your  name? — A.  James  Stewart. 
:now  how  to  spell  t — A.  I  can  spell  Jim. 
.rt  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  spell  Stewart. 
)r  Stuart  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
t  know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

/HAIRMAN : 

5  have  you  lived  in  that  neighborhood  f— A.  About  twelve  yearp,  sir. 
veil  known  there? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  am  well  knowu. 

sworn  and  examined. 

[Chairman  : 

'here  did  you  vote  last  election  f — Answer.  No.  2  box. 

jcinct  ? — Archer. 

ketf — A.  Republican. 

KEiiSON  sworn  and  examined. 

Chairman: 

'here  did  you  vote  latit  election  ? — Answer.  Archer,  sir. 

c  T— A.  No.  2. 

ket  f — A.  The  radical  nepublican  ticket. 

tor  Cooper  : 

I  yon  say  your  name  is  ? — A.  Albert  Dickeraon. 

-A.  Albert  Dickerson. 

[landall? — A.  No,  sir;  Albert  Dickerson. 

.BERT  sworn  and  examined. 

Chairman  : 

here  did  you  vote  last  election  ?— Answer.  Archer. 

tf— A.  No.  2. 

ket? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

tor  Cooper  : 

I  you  Ned  sometimes? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that's  the  same. 

:o  swojn  and  examined. 

Chairman  : 

here  did  you  vote  last  election  ? — Answer.  Archer. 

t  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 

ket? — A.  Republican. 

tor  Cooper  : 

Jilt? — A.  Brisco. 

AX.  Brisco  on  the  list. 

kY  sworn  and  examined. 

yHAlRMAN  : 

'^here  did  you  vote  on  election-dav  ? — Answer.  Archer. 

£?— A.  No.  2  box. 

ket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

SON  sworn  and  examined. 

;j HAIRMAN  : 

here  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?^Auswer.  Archer  station,  No.  2  box. 
t  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

[orsB  sworn  and  examined. 

tor  Cooper  : 

•ock  House? — Answer.  No,  sir;  Crockett  House . 

yllAIRMAN: 

d  you  vote  on  election-day? — A.  Archer  precinct. 
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Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Radical. 

Q.  Republioan  ticket  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  nobody  ever  call  you  Crock  House  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
(J.  You  are  never  known  by  that  name  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Efhiuim  Wade  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qne«tioD.  Where  did  von  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer,  sir. 

Ci.  What  boxf— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  voted  where,  Ephraim  ?— A.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  Yon  are  certain  No.  2  and  not  No.  1  ?— A.  No.  2. 

Washington  Chapel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Queetion.  Do  you  spell  ?— Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  little. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — A.  Archer  station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Jack  Roberson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  Roberson  is  it? — A.  Jack  Roberson.    I  have  a  son,  but  he  could  not  be  here 
to-day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  he  vote  at  your  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  there — Randall  Roberson. 
Senator  Cooper.  What  is  the  matter  with  Randall  ? 

By  the  Chairman. 

Q.  Is  he  sick? — A.  No,  sir;  he  is  away  down  in  Gulf  Hammock ;  that  is  why  he 
could  not  come.  ^ 

Q.  He  voted  at  the  same  precinct  you  did,  and  at  the  same  time  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  my  sons  is  down  here 
to-day. 

Q.  One  of  your  sous  is  here  to-day  ? — A.  Charles  has  been  in. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  his  name  was  ? — A.  Randall ;  I  have  two. 

<i.  Roberson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  say  he  was  ? — A.  Gulf  Hammock ;  he  went  down  last  week. 

Q.  What  is  yonr  name  ? — A.  J.  Roberson. 

(J.  Jack?— A.  Y'cs,  sir. 

Zed  Rowlakd  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  is  your  name  spelled  on  the  register  f — Answer.  Rowland. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  ? — A.  No.  2,  Archer  Station. 
Q.  W^hat  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Peter  Span  sworn  and  examined.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoe»tion.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2,  sir,  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 
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s  Crockett  sworn  and  examined. 

r  tbe  Chairman  : 

on.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Arclier  precinct. 

T  Senator  Cooper  : 

rris,  you  say  ? — A.  Morris  Crockett. 

r  the  Chairman  : 

me  the  box. — A.  No.  2. 

lich  ticket  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— A.  Republican. 

J  Senator  Cooper  : 

8  your  name  ever  been  called  Richard  Crockett  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

you  know  Richard  Crockett  T — A.  No,  sir. 

you  know  Dick  Crockett  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

T  the  Chairman  : 

on.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2. 

what  ? — A.  No.  2  box. 

what  precinct  T— A.  Archer,  sir. 

lat  ticket  did  you  vote? — ^A.  Republican. 

"£  BoYAKiN  sworn  and  examined. 

J  the  Chairman  : 

on.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 

jatboxT— A.  No.  2. 

lat  ticket  T — A.  Republican. 

aai  WiLfOX  sworn  and  examined. 

Y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  you  vote  at  last  election  f— Answer.  Archer  Station,  sir. 

tiat  box  f — A.  At  No.  2,  sir. 

iiat  ticket  ? — A.  Republican,  sir. 

INGTON  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 

y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  you  vote  at  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 

bat  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 

bat  ticket  ?— A.  The  republican. 

y  Senator  Cooper  : 

bat  is  your  name? — A.  Washington  Wilson. 

Ewh  Wilson,  is  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

K  Thompson  sworn  and  examined. 

y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station,  No.  2  bos. 

hat  ticket  ? — A.  The  republican. 

^Vright  sworn  and  examined  by  the  chairman. 

or  Cooper.  How  do  you  spell  Wright— with  an  *'  R"  or  "  W  ?" 

y  the  Chairman  : 

>u  don't  know  whether  "  W  "  or  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  it  is  Wright. 

here  did  you  vote  on  last  electiou-day  ?— A.  Archer  Station. 

hat  box?— A.  No.  2. 

hat  ticket  f — A.  Republican. 

EL  Riley  sworn  and  examined. 

ly  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  W^here  did  you  vote  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 

hat  box  T— A.  No.  2. 

hat  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 
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PoMPEY  Lawrence  swoni  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election-day  T— Answer.  Archer  Station,  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Lawrence,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Lawrence. 

Allen  Purdy  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 

AxDREW  Moseley  sworu  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QQft<)tion.  WTiere  did  vou  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  box  f  — A.  No.  2. 
<^.  W^hat  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Jackson  Stanley  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican. 

Thomas  Minton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Static u. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Thomas  Minton  ?— A.  Minton. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  whtere  ? — A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Thomas? — A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  It  is  not  James  f — A.  I  am  James  Minton's  father. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Is  James  Minton  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  gone  through. 

Toby  Berrian  sw^orn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— -A.  Republican. 

William  Rawls  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  W^hat  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket,  and  always  will  do  that. 

Mjuor  Reddick  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Henry  Peterson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
-i^oestioD.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
<i.  What  box?— A.  No. 2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ?— A.  Republican. 
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Alexander  Boyakin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  boxf— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Repnblican. 

WiLUAM  Coleman  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  election-day  ! — Answer.  No.  2  box,  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Kepublican  ticket 

Doc  Rogers  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  2  box ;  republicin 
ticket. 
Q.  At  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  Archer. 

Daniel  Cooper  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer  Station,  Xo. 
2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  At  No.  2,  did  you,  Daniel  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Wals  Walton  swora  and  examined. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Questiou.  Wals  ?—- Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Richard  Walton  f — Auswer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  my  brtither. 
Q.  It  is  not  Richard  Walton  ?— A.  Not  Richard  Walton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Has  he  been  here  to-day? — A.  No,  sir;  he  is  down  in  Gulf  Hammock. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  at  No.  2  box  in   Archer, 
right  where  I  did. 
Q.  Did  you  vote  at  No.  2  box  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Republican  ticket  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  Wals  Walton. 

Q.  I  have  this  Richard  Walton. — A.  He  is  my  brother. 

Q.  He  voted  there,  too. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  voted  at  the  same  time  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  read  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can^t  read  bis;  I  can  read  mine. 

Q.  You  can't  read  his?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  read  your  own  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
«      Q.  You  did  not  see  what  he  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  right  there  when  he  voted. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  what  he  voted  ? — A.  He  had  republican  tickets,  and  he  handed 
me  one  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Did  you  read  his  ticket?— A.  No;  I  never  read  his  ticket. 

Q.  How  do  you  know,  then,  that  he  didn't  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? — A.  I  can 
swear  to  that ;  I  believe  he  didn't. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  gave  you  a  republican  ticket  to  vote  ? — A.  He  gave  me  one. 

Q.  He  distributed  republican  tickets  ?— A.  I  am  confident  of  that ;  that  he  distrib- 
uted them. 

Q.  He  is  a  republican  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  has  been  his  profession  all  the  time. 

Q.  he  was  working  for  the  republicans  that  day,  distributing  repnblican  tickets  to 
them,  so  that  the  people  could  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  yon  see  him  hand  his  ticket  in  ?— A.  I  never  saw  him  hand  his  ticket  iD. 
Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  voted  ? — ^A.  I  am  confident — at  least  he  told  me  be 
did. 
Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  it  except  what  he  told  you  ?— A.  I  never  saw  it 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  He  was  there  that  day  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Distributing  tickets  and  inducing  others  to  vote  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  He  is  a  strong  repablioau  f — ^A.  A  strong  republican ;  always  has  been  that. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Ton  didn't  see  him  Tote  at  all  f— A.  I  didn't  see  him  vote  at  all. 

JiM£S  McLiN  Recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  Joe  Thompson  f — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  on  the  last  election-day  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  f — A.  At  No.  2  box,  certain. 

Q.  At  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vote  7— A.  He  said  he  voted  the  republica*n  ticket ;  he  did ;  I 
know  that  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  7 — A.  At  home. 

Q.  Where  is  that  f— A.  He  don't  live  but  a  mile  from  me.    He  is  an  old  man,  and 
eoidd  not  walk. 

By  Senator  Tellrr  : 
Q.  He  is  an  old  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Could  not  walk  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  is  he;  older  than  you  are? — A.  O,  yes.    A  man  who  can't  get 
about  much. 

H.  Washington  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  name  f — ^Answer.  Henry  Washington. 

Q.  Where*did  you  vote  7 — A.  At  Archer  precinct  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Robert  Davis  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  acquainted  with  him. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f— A.  He  lives  there  at  Archer  for  the  last  year  or  two — ^two 
or  three  years. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now? — A.  I  think  he  has  moved  now  to  Marion  County — since 
Christmas. 

Q.  Was  he  at  Archer  precinct  on  election-day  7 — A.  He  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  there  that  day  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  at  No.  2  box,  where 
I  stood. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  sworn  before  to-day  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vote  7— A.  That  I  could  not  certify  to. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  7 — ^A.  About  his  ticket  that  he  voted. 

Q.  Is  he  a  republican  ? — A.  Always  has  been,  of  course. 

Q.  Professed  to  be  that  day  7 — ^A.  O,  yes,  professed  to  be  a  republican. 
Q.  And  was  acting  with  tne  republicans  f — A.  Of  course  he  was. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  7 — ^A.  O,  yes,  a  colored  man. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  didn't  know  how  he  voted,  did  you  7 — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  what 
sort  of  a  ticket  he  cast  at  alL 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  cast  any  ticket? — ^A.  I  saw  him  come  up.  I  was  standing 
right  by  at  a  certain  distance.  I  stood  in  front,  at  the  end  of  the  building  like,  and 
they  eame  in  with  a  rush  and  crowd 

Q.  You  saw  him  vote  7 — ^A.  I  saw  him  go  up  to  the  window. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  was  on  the  ticket  7 — A.  Not  on  the  ticket — he  handed  in 
the  name. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  7 — ^A.  Robert  Davis ;  generally  call  him  Bob  Davis.  Robert 
anHnints  to  about  the  eame. 

Q.  He  lives  where  7 — A.  I  think  he  lives  in  Marion  County ;  so  I  heard. 

Q.  How  old  is  he  7 — ^A.  I  don't  know  rightly  how  old  he  is.  He  is  married  and  got  a 
wife  and  children. 

Q>  You  are  certain  he  voted  at  No.  27 — A.  O,  yes ;  he  voted  at  No.  2. 

Q-  Did  you  see  him  vote  at  No.  1  also  7— A.  No»  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  that  7— A.  No,  sir. 

8.  Rep.  611,  pt.  2 10 


Digitized  by 


Google 


146  FLORIDA ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

William  Coleman  recalled  and  examioed. 

By  the  Chairman  ^ 
QaestioD.  Do  you  know  Phil  Anderson  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  He  drives  a  wagon  for  Mr.  John  Darby— the  old  man. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  T— A.  He  went  to  Jacksonville,  and  has  not  got  back  yet. 
;    Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  on  election-day  or  not  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  he  vote?— A.  At  No. 2  box. 
Q.  Archer  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  what  ticket  he  voted  f— A.  He  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  man  Phil  Anderson  vote  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  his  ticket  f— A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  know  I  voted  the  republican  ticliet, 
the  same  ticket  he  voted. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that;  did  you  read  your  own  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
read  it. 

Q.  Did  you  read  his?  How  did  you  know  it? — A.  They  said  it  was  a  repnblicM 
ticket. 

Q.  Who  said  so  ? — A.  All  of  them  that  voted  the  same  tickets 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  any  other  way  how  he  voted  ? — A.  I  know  from  the  flag  that 
they  had  on  the  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  flag  when  he  put  it  in  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  the  flag. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  what  ticket  it  was?— A.  The  ticket  I  saw  he  voted. 

Q.  He  said  he  voted  it ;  yon  don't  know  anything  about  it  except  what  he  saidf- 
A.  I  don't  know  anything  but  the  ticket  which  was  given  him. 

Q.  Who  gave  it  to  him  ? — ^A.  Who  gave  it  to  him  ?  It  was  this  Toby  Adams  who 
gave  him  and  me  the  tickets. 

Q.  You  are  certain  about  that  ? — A.  I  am  very  certain  Toby  Adams  gave  me  mine  as 
well  as  his. 

Q.  How  long  before  you  voted  ? — A.  A  good  while  before  we  voted. 

Q.  Before  you  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  together?— A.  Yes,  he  and  I  voted  side  by  side. 

Q.  Did  Toby  Adams  vote  with  you?— A.  No,  sir;  he  was  marshal. 

Q,  Did  you  see  him  vote  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  him  vote. 

Q.  You  saw  this  other  man  vote  ? — ^A.  I  saw  him  vote.  I  saw  him  hand  his  ticket  in 
to  Green  Moore. 

Q.  Was  the  ticket  folded  up,  or  shut  ?— A.  He  voted  his  ticket  open. 

Q.  No  shut-up  ticket  ? — A.  Never  had  any  shut-up  ticket. 

Q.  Nor  his  eitlier  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  ? — A.  At  Mr.  Tom  Darby's,  or  with  the  old  man,  John  Darby. 

Q.  How  far  from  Archer  ? — A.  Mr.  Darby  is  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
station,  where  he  has  got  a  turpentine  farm  and  saw-mill. 

Q.  About  three  miles  from  Archer  ? — A.  Three  and  a  half  miles. 

Q.  When  did  he  go  away  ?— A.  He  went  away  at  Christmas — went  to  Jacksonville. 
His  wife  is  down  at  Mr.  Darby's  now.  He  has  not  got  back  again  yet,  but  his  wife  is 
there  still. 

Q.  His  wife  still  down  there  ? — A.  She  is  there  yet. 

Q.  He  has  not  got  back  yet? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  don't  you  know  he  voted  at  No.  1  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  he  voted  at  No.  2  box. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  ? — A.  Right  next  to  Sam.  Fleming's  store. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  ? — ^A.  This  way,  [indicating.] 

Q.  Toward  sunrise  or  set?— A.  Toward  sunset. 

Q.  The  setting  sun  ? — A.  He  voted  right  there. 

Q.  He  has  been  there  ever  since,  until  Christmas  ?— A.  He  worked  right  there.  He 
drove  wagon  for  Mr.  Darby  until  Christmas. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  George  Kershaw  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  well  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  He  lives  up  there  by  Jim  Jones.  I  think  they  call  ii 
ten  miles  up  there. 

Q.  How  far  from  Archer  ? — A.  About  ten  miles  from  Archer,  I  expect. 

Q.  Was  he  at  Archer  on  election-dav  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now?— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  seen  George  since  the 
election  was  over.    I  can't  tell  where  he  is  now. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  on  that  day  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  that  day  at  No.  2  box. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  saw  his  ticket. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  he  voted  ? — A.  I  don't  know  who  he  voted  for. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  A  republican  ?— A.  Always  has  been ;  can't  tell  what  he  is  now ;  he  always  has 
been. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  anything  different  on  election-day  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any- 
thing different. 

Q.  Was  he  a  republican  on  election-day  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  never  saw  his  ticket. 

Q.  Ton  saw  him  vote,  and  knew  he  was  a  republican  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  a  colored  man  f — A.  A  colored  man. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  yott  say  that  man's  name  was  ? — A.  Oeorge  Kershaw. 

Q.  How  do  you  spell  it  T— A.  Kershaw.  The  other  men  would  swear  he  was  there,  I 
know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  say  G«5orge  Kershaw  voted  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  there. 

Q.  Alfred  Lawrence ;  do  you  know  anything  about  him  T — ^A.  I  don't  know  anything 
about  him.    I  know  a  man  named  Albert  Lang. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  to  you  about  Lang,  but  Lawrence.— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know 
him. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  about  Frank  Dancy  f  — A.  He  voted — Frank  Dancy. 

Q.  What  is  he ;  a  clergyman  ?— A.  He  is  a  preacher ;  the  first  man  that  voted  there 
at  Archer  No.  2  box. 

Q.  Is  it  Frank  Dancy  or  Frank  Dans  ?— A.  Frank  Danc^. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  his  ticket  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  his  ticket, 

Q.  Are  yon  sure  he  is  a  republican  f — ^A.  That's  his  profession ;  he  is  an  earnest 
republican. 

Q.  A  colored  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  colored  preacher  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  talk  republicanism  in  public  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  make  republican  speeches  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  do  you  say  his  name  is  ? — A.  Rev.  Frank  Dancy. 

Q.  You  saw  him  vote  at  No.  2  T — A.  He  voted  at  No.  2. 

Q.  You  are  certain  about  that  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Sam  Dancy  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  him. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  vote,  then  f— A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  Sam  Dancy. 

Q.  You  say  Frank  Dancy  voted  there f— A.  Yes,  sir:  he  voted  there;  all  the  boys 
told  bim  to  vote.  They  said,  "  Let  the  preacher  vote  first,  for  good  luck,  to-day ;"  and 
he  was  the  first  man  that  voted  that  day. 

Elbert  McKikkey  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  Do  von  know  Primus  Mitchell  ? — Answer.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Very  well  f— A.  I  have  known  him  for  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  yearp.  We  have 
beeo  living  t4>gether  with  Mr.  Yulee. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  f — A.  At  home. 

Q.  Where  is  his  home  f — A.  At  Archer. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  is  he  f — A.  About  forty-six. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  he  did  not  come  to-day  T — A.  I  don't  expect  he  got  the  notice. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  on  last  election-day  f — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  t— A.  No.  2  box. 

Q.  At  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  gave  it  to  him  myself. 

Q.  Was  it  a  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  him  vote  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  marshal,  and  walking  around  to  keep 
order,  and  saw  them  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  know  January  Mitchell? — A.  I  did,  sir;  he  is  Primus's  brother. 

Q.  \\'here  is  he  now,  sir  ! — A.  At  home,  I  think ;  he  did  not  come  with  us. 

Senator  Cooper.  He  has  been  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Fortune  Natiel ;  did  you  see  him  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 
Q.  Where  f— A.  At  No.  2  box. 
Q.  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  ?— A.  He  did. 
Q.  Did  you  give  it  to  nim  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

^.  Q-  Where  does  he  livet — A.  He  lives  right  there,  at  the  same  place,  at  Archer  St  a  - 
tion.  Of 
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Q.  Still  liviog  there  7 — ^A.  Tea.    He  is  living  in  a  little  Bettlement. 

Q.  Can  he  be  found  now  T — A.  He  can  be  found  any  time  you  call  for  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  James  Page ;  did  you  see  him  vote  T — A,  I  did,  sir ;  I  gave  the  ticket  to  him. 
Q.  At  Archer  No.  2?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  t— A.  Gone  down  to  Levy  County  to  split  rails,  but  his  home  is 
at  Archer.    The  other  committee  found  his  name  on  the  list. 
Q.  Is  Morris  Jackson  here  this  morning  ? — ^A.  He  is  not  here. 
Q.  Where  is  be  now  f — ^A.  He  has  gone  away  to  Homosassa,  Hernando  County. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  him  vote,  but  I  know  he  voted. 
Q.  How  do  you  know  he  voted  ?— A.  He  told  me  he  voted.    I  did  not  see  him  exactly 
when  he  voted. 
Q.  You  saw  him  in  the  crowd  f — A.  0,  yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  truthful  churchman. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Morris  Jackson,  is  he  a  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  are  fellow-servants  of  Mr. 
Yulee. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  gave  hira  a  ticket  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  who  gave  it  to  him.  I 
think  Frank  Brown,  perhaps. 
Q.  You  say  he  is  in  Hernando  County  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  gone  on  a  fishing-spree. 
Q.  Has  Lewis  Lang  been  here  this  morning  f — ^A.  No,  sir  ;  he  has  gone  vritb.  Monis 
to  Homosassa. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  him  vote  f — A.  No.  sir ;  but  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  we 
are  all  feUow-servants,  and  I  know  nim  to  be  truthful. 
Q.  How  do  you  know  he  voted  at  all  f — A.  He  did  vote.    He  was  on  the  ground. 
Q.  Yon  supposed  he  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did. 

Q.  From  being  republican,  you  supposed  he  voted  the  republican  ticket  T — A.  He  did 
do  it. 
Q.  Where  is  Louis  Lang  f 

The  Chairman.  He  has  gone  to  Hernando  County. 
A.  Yes,  sir;  with  Morris.  * 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  Thomas  Mitchell  f — A.  I  do,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  t— A.  He  has  gone  down  to  Levy  County,  to  Gulf  Hammock. 
Q.  Do  you  know  who  gave  him  his  ticket  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 
Q.  How  do  you  know  what  ticket  he  voted  f — A.  He  told  me,  sir,  that  he  voted  the 
true  republican  ticket. 
Q.  Is  he  a  republican  t — A.  He  is,  sir. 
Q.  A  colored  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Randall  Roberson,  do  you  know  him  T — A.  Very  well,  sir.    His  father  and  brothef 
have  been  in  here  this  morning. 

Q.  Has  he  not  been  here  himself  T — A.  No,  sir ;  he  is  down,  I  think,  on  the  Hammock, 
in  Levy  County ;  gone  down  there  to  work, 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  there  or  not  f — A.  He  did.    I  know  he  voted  at 
No.  2 ;  I  gave  him  the  ticket. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  give  him  ?— A.  Republican  ticket,  of  course,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  he  voted  that  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Ed.  Rowland  f — ^A.  I  do,  sir. 
Q.  Very  well  ? — A.  From  a  boy — a  little  fellow. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  T — ^A.  In  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  that  day  T — ^A.  I  do,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  him  his  ticket  t — A.  I  don't  know  who  gave  him  his  ticket.    We  siw 
him  take  it,  and  we  spotted  him  in  particular,  for  we  thought  he  was  going  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket ;  that  is  the  reason  we  watched  him. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  it  yourself  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  read  his  ticket  T — A.  Before  he  voted  he  carried  it  in  his  hand. 
Q.  He  went  up  to  the  polls  and  put  it  in  at  No.  2 ;  you  were  watching  him  very  par- 
ticularly to  see  whether  he  voted  it  or  not  T — ^A.  Very  particularly. 

Q.  From  your  particular  watchfulness  you  know  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket?— 
A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  afterward  say  he  voted  any  other  ticket,  to  your  knowledge  ?— A.  No, 
sir ;  he  did  not  do  it. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  spotting  him  T — A.  Because  there  were  some  eight  or  nine 
there  that  were  disposed  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  we  watched  to  see  whether 
they  would  or  not.  At  the  time  he  voted,  he  said,  *'  I  am  going  to  show  you  what  1 
am  going  to  do,"  and  he  said,  "  Boys,  you  have  all  been  talking  to-day  about  roe  vot- 
ing."   I  stood  by  and  told  them  not  to  make  any  row  to-day.    He  said, "  No ;  not  goiog 
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to  make  any  rovr ;  that  is  a  clean  republican  ticket,  is  it  f    Well,  I  am  goin  j^  to  show 
yon  how  I  will  vote.''    And  I  saw  him  hand  it  right  in. 

Q.  Hand  it  to  whom  T — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  standing  f — A.  I  was  standing  off  a  piece. 

Q*  How  £Eir  off  from  the  polls  7 — A.  Abont  twenty  steps. 

Q.  Where  did  he  procure  it  from  t — A.  What,  sir  t 

Q.  The  ticket. — A.  Somebody  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Who  gave  it  to  him,  the  ticket  that  he  showed  out  there  f— A.  He  had  it  in  his 
hand. 

Q.  Did  yon  read  itf — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  read  it. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  it,thenT~A.  The  ticket  was  not  long  like  the  others;  it  was 
a  abort  ticket.  , 

Q.  Was  ttiat  all  the  reason  you  knew  it  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  it  was  a  republican 
ticket. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  it ;  you  did  not  read  it  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  flow  did  you  know  it  was  a  republican  ticket  t — A.  There  was  no  dispute  about 
it ;  I  saw  him  with  the  ticket  in  his  hand,  and  know  it  was  a  republican  ticket.  - 

Q.  How  did  yon  know  that  f — ^A.  Because  I  saw  it.  * 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  but  it  looked  just  like  mine. 

Q.  Might  not  it  be  a  democratic  ticket  and  look  like  yours  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  none  that  looked  like  the  republican  tickets  f — A.  No,  sir ;  all  were 
alike,  but  theirs  were  all  longer  tickets. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  there  was  none  that  looked  like  the  republican  tickets  F  —A.  Just 
alike,  with  a  flag — white  paper. 

Q.  All  looked  alike,  except  one  was  longer  than  the  other  T — A.  That  is  light,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  it  because  it  was  shorter  T-— A.  By  the  length  of  it. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  way  you  knew  he  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ; 
and  his  telling  me  so. 

Q.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  independent  of  what  he  told  yon  and  the  length  of  the 
ticket,  you  did  not  know  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  did  you  T — A.  That  is 
right,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  a  flag  on  the  democratic  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  a  flag  on  the  regular  democratic  ticket  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  then,  I  say  you  are  mistaken,  that  is  all ;  and  you  don't  know  what  you  are 
talking  about.  There  are  300  men  who  say  there  was  no  flag  on  the  democratic  ticket, 
but  that  there  was  a  flag  on  the  republican  ticket.  What  do  yon  mean  f— A.  What  do 
you  mean  by  a  flag,  gentlemen  T 

Q.  I  mean  a  picture  like  a  fla^.  There  was  none  at  all  on  the  democratic  ticket ;  none 
except  on  some  spurious  republican  tickets,  which  were  democratic  tickets,  but  none  on 
the  regular  democratic  ticket. — A.  Perhaps,  then,  I  did  not  see  any  democratic  ticket 
atalL 

Q.  That  may  be. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  No.  2  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  voted  at  No.  1. 

Columbus  Wilkinson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  Tom  Williams  T — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  f— A.  I  can't  tell  you  at  the  present  time ;  I  saw  him  last  Satur- 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  f — A.  At  home. 

Q.  Where  is  his  home  ?— A.  Pineville. 

Q.  Pineville  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  election-day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  f — A.  At  No.  2  box. 

Q-  At  Archer  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  ticket  it  was  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  republican  ticket. 

Q'  You  know  it  was  the  republican  ticket  f — ^A.  I  saw  the  name  on  it— the  republican 
ticket 

Q«  Yon  read,  do  you  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Did  you  notice  anything  else  upon  it  to  show  that  it  was  the  republican  ticket  ? — 
A- I  law  some  names  there. 

Q.  You  saw  republican  names  upon  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

8*  Jn?***  ^"~'^'  Bisbee,  Stearns,  Walls,  Dennis,  and  Cessna. 

y.  That  was  the  republican  ticket,  then.    You  saw  him  vote  it,  did  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Noah  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ! — Answer.  Archer,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Kepiiblican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q,  Where  do  you  live,  Noah  ?— A.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  at  No.  2-^certain  about  th  at  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  not  vote  at  No.  1  f— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  voted  nowhere  else  that  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Lewis  Cooper  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election-day  t— Answer.  Archer,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Archer  f — A.  I  lived  right  in  Archer  at  that  time. 
Q.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? — A.  I  live  about  five  miles  below  here ;  I  moved  there 
Monday. 

Q.  And  you  lived A.  Right  at  Archer,  with  Winecoff. 

Q.  During  the  election  T — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  voted  there. 

Q.  And  voted  as  Lewis  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  t — A.  When  f 

Q.  When  you  voted. — A.  I  registered  there  before. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  at  the  time  you  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  At  the  time  you  registered  or  voted  f — A.  At  the  time  I  registered. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  swear  at  the  time  you  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir :  I  did  not  swear. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  hand  your  ticket  to  ? — ^A.  Major  Black. 

Q.  Major  Black  t— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  voted  with  you  ? — ^A.  I  did  not  particularly  notice.    Numbers  of  them  were 
voting,  one  after  another. 

Q.  Who  just  before;  do  yon  recollect? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Albert  Long  just  before  me, 
and  old  Msgor  Reddick.    I  voted  right  behind  them  and  Butler. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  him  down  on  Fleming's  list  as  not  having  voted. 

Senator  Teller.  There  is  no  question  but  that  he  voted. 

The  Witness.  There  are  two  Coopers,  Adam  Cooper  and  Lewis  Cooper;  that  is  all 
of  them  I  know  of. 

Jacob  Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer,  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  T — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Wash  Weaver  recalled  and  examined. 
Bv  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Do  you  know  Dick  Brockett  I— Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  lives  close  to  me. 

Q.  Where  is  Dick  Brockett  now  f — A.  He  is  at  home.    I  saw  him  coming  toward  the 
train,  but  the  cars  would  not  take  him  in. 

Q.  The  cars  went  off  and  left  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  myself  and  talked  to 
him  before  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  on  election-day  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  vote  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  what  precinct  he  voted  f — A.  At  Archer  Station,  No.  2  box. 

Q.  He  did  not  vote  at  the  same  box  you  did,  but  No.  2 1— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vote  ? — A.  Republican  ticket,  sir.    Frank  Brown  gave  it  to 
him.    I  saw  several  of  the  tickets,  and  can  prove  it.    1  saw  it  myself. 

Q.  You  saw  it  was  a  republican  ticket  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  him  vote  it  that  day  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  vote  it. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  your  name  f — ^A.  Washington  Weaver. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  did  you  see  him  vote  ?— A.  Very  soon  in  the  morning ;  be 
is  a  tolerably  old  man  and  took  an  early  start. 
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Q.  Did  he  vote  before  or  after  yoa  did  ? — A.  Before  I  did. 

Q.  Before  T  What  time  did  yoa  vote  f — A.  Near  abont  ten  o'clock  in  the  day ;  it  was 
not,  though,  right  cff.    I  was  a  sort  of  saperintendent  among  them,  to  notice  and  watch. 

Q.  What  were  yon  watching  about? — A.  I  saw  bo  mnch  of  cliques  going  about  try- 
log  to  advise  men  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  a  heap  of  them  were  doing  that. 

Q.  A  heap  of  them  were  doing  that  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  were  watching  that  he  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? — A.  Some  of  them 
tliat  we  did  not  know  we  were  watching  about. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  this  Brocket t  vote  ? — ^A.  Yes ;  I  saw  him  vote. 

Q.  At  No.  2  \>ox  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  give  his  ticket  to  f — A.  Green  R.  Moore.  At  the  box  were  Green 
Moore,  Richard  Black,  and  Mr.  Fleming  was  out  at  the  door. 

Q.  Taking  a  list  of  all  of  the  voters  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Keeping  a  list  of  them  f — A.  He  was  taking  a  list  of  every  man  straight  until  12 
o'clock. 

Q.  This  Brockett,  you  say,  voted  early  in  the  morning  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  j  I  saw  him  vote 
myielf. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  it  you  said  that  you  saw  them  doing ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  watch- 
ing to  see  whether  men  voted  the  republican  ticket  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  spoke  of  T — A.  I  gave  out  tickets  to  them,  and  charged  them  not 
to  give  up  the  tickets,  but  to  vote  them. 

Q.  Did  they  generally  vote  them  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  A  good  many  democrats  were  going 
around  buying  men  ;  trying  to  get  them  to  vote  with  them. 

Q.  There  were  a  good  many  democrats  going  around  trying  to  buy  men  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  democrats  show  or  offer  any  money  there? — ^A.  They  pulled  it  out,  hold- 
ing it  in  their  hands,  saying  they  would  beat  us,  as  they  had  set  out  for  that. 

Q.  Did  they  pull  out  that  money  and  offer  to  bet  it,  or  pull  it  out  to  pay  for  votes  t 
—A.  They  offered  it  for  any  one  to  vote  the  ticket,  but  did  not  say  how  much  they 
would  pay  for  it. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  they  were  trying  to  buy  somebody.  Who  were  they  ? — A.  Old  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  one  man,  and  Mr.  Tucker  was  another.  .They  did  not  want  to  come  out  plainly 
to  make  them  vote  it  or  not ;  this  man  Dr.  Carew  was  one  of  the  particular  men.    ■ 

Q.  They  offered  m#ney,  you  say  ? — A.  They  did  not  particularly  say  they  would  give 
anybody  money. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  offer  anybody  money  ? — A.  I  saw  them  offer— show  it  in  their 
hands. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  offer  anybody  money  T— A.  Several. 

Q.  Who  did  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  particularly. 

Q.  It  was  in  the  crowd  and  not  to  individuals  t — A.  They  were  showing  the  money. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  them  say  about  money  f — ^A.  They  said,  "  You  hsS  better  vote 
on  our  side.  We  are  going  to  beat  anyhow,  and  you  that  vote  on  our  side  will  fare 
well  another  year." 

<J.  Another  year  T — A.  "  We  will  get  the  law  in  our  hands,  and  we  will  throw  down 
all  these  taxes  and  live  better  than  we  ever  did." 

Q.  They  said  you  had  better  vote  for  themf — A.  I  saw  them — one  man— pull  out  a 
bag  of  gold  pieces,  and  he  shook  them  in  his  hand  that  way.    [Indicating.] 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  offer  them  to  anybody  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  7 — A.  No, 
sir;  but  this  man  offered  to  bet  it ;  said  '*  If  we  do  not  beat,  I  will  give  you  this.  I  will 
bet  you  this  gold  guinea  that  we  will  beat  you."    They  showed  them  in  that  way. 

EcGEXE  Allen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  2. 
Q.  Archer  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  did  you  live,  Eugene  ? — A.  At  Long  Pond. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  did  you  vote  f— A.  1  don't  know,  sir ;  betwixt  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  I  reckon. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  up  to  Archer  that  day  f — A.  Very  soon  in  the  day. 

Q.  You  Toted  between  eleven  and  twelve? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir;  I  don't  par- 
twolaily  know  the  time  of  dav.    I  reckon  it  was. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  with  f— A.  Myself. 

Q.  Anybody  with  you  ?— A.  Several  others. 
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Q,  Who  was  with  yon  f — ^A.  Jack  Thomas. 

Q.  Who  else  t— A.  Walter  Summers. 

Q.  Who  else  T— A.  I  don't  know  particularly  any  others.    I  never  noticed. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  give  your  ticket  to  f — A.  I  don't  know  the  gentleman's  name. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  him  at  all  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  white  or  black  man  T — A.  Colored  man. 

Q.  Tou  never  saw  him  before  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  I  have  seen  him  there  about  Archer. 

Q.  You  have  seen  him  about  Archer  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  don't  know  who  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  there  before  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  him  often  before  the  election  T — ^A.  Several  times. 

Q.  About  Archer?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Floyd  Dukes  T— A.  Mighty  well.    I  didn't  give  it  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Black,  and  did  you  not  eive  it  to  him  there  ? — A.  I  believe  I  did. 
I  think  that  was  the  gentleman:  M^jor  Black  they  call  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Black  f— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Yon  think  you  gave  it  to  him  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  got  no  other  name  except  Eugenef— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  never  known  as  Warren  Allen  P— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  never  call  you  Warren  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  living  about  there  a  long  time  f — ^A.  A  good  while. 

Q.  How  longf — A.  About  four  years. 

Q.  In  the  same  place  all  the  time  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  lived  about  a  mile  apart  during  the 
time;  but  in  the  same  county. 

Q.  In  the  same  neighborhood  7--A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  were  these  persons — you  said  there  were  a  number — at  the  time  you  voted 
there? — ^A.  Jack  Thomas. 

Q.  And  who  else  ? — A.  Walter  Summers. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Jack  Thomas  or  Walter  Summers  here  to-day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw 
them  both  to-day.    I  don't  know  whether  they  have  gone  home  or  not. 

Abe  Roberson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  the  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  Number  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ?— A.  The  republican  ticket.         ^ 

Andrew  La  Berth  recalled,  and  examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Ben  Steel  ? — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  ? — A.  Down  about  Otter  Creek. 

Q.  Where  is  Otter  Creek  ? — A.  The  next  station  to  Bronson,  I  think. 

Q.  A  considerable  distance  off? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  on  election-day  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  ?— A.  At  Archer. 

Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  Number  2. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  looked  at  it. 

Q.  What  was  it,  a  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  Archer  No.  2  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Gainesvuxe,  January  9, 1877. 

George  Warner  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  Bob  Davis  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  relation  do  you  bear  to  him  ? — A.  He  married  my  step -daughter. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  the  last  election-day  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 
Q.  Was  he  at  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  he  vote  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  precinct  ? — A.  At  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vote  ? — ^A.  The  republican  ticket. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  ? — A.  In  Marion  County ;  there's  where  he  is  living  now. 
Q.  How  long  after  the  election  did  he  go  there  ? — A.  Last  week. 
Q.  Have  many  of  the  republicans  about  Archer  left  since  the  election  ? — A.  Not  that 
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I  know  of,  sir.    He  left  himsnlf  last  week,  and  Las  been  wc^king  down  in  Marion 
County. 

Q.  Have  any  of  them  ffone  off  fishiDg,  or  anything  of  that  kind  f— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Of  yonr  own  knowledge  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Who  is  your  son-in-law  t— A.  Bob  Davis. 
Q.  Robert  or  Bob  f—A.  We  mostly  call  him  Bob  Davis^ 
Q.  Do  von  know  a  Robert  Davis  f— A.  There  is  none  but  him. 
Q.  He  IS  the  same  man  f— A.  The  same  man. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Bob  Davis  was  not  here  yesterday  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir,  he  was  not. 
Q.  He  is  in  Marion  Connty  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Senator  Cooper.  They  are  both  on  Fleming's  list. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,  Were  you  sworn  yesterday  yourself  as  to  where  yon  voted  !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Ked  Whttb  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  at  the  last  election  day  f — Answer.  Down  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T—A.  With  Bhick,  one  of  the  officers  of  No.  1  or  2. 
Q.  Which  f— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote,  republican  or  democratic  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

W.  SsriTH  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  Number  2. 
Q.  What  ticket? — ^A.  A  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  your  nameiJEVilltam  Smith  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  do  yon  live.  William  f — A.  I  live  about  Archer. 
Q.  How  far  from  Arcner  f — A.  About  a  mile. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  at  Archer  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  house — which  side  of  the  house  did  you  vote  T— A.  Number  2 
box. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  was  it  f — ^A.  On  the  lower  side  of  the  house. 

By  the  Chairman: 
.    SVlio  were  the  officer  , 

Q*  What  other  officers  were  there? — ^A.  Green  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes  were  the 
ificers. 
Q.  Did  you  give  yonr  name  as  W.  Smith  or  William  Smith?— A.  William  Smith. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  that  your  only  name— W.  or  William  Smith  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  no  middle  name. 
Q.  No  double  name  anyway  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  yonr  double  name  ?— A.  You  mean  how  to  spell  it  ? 
Q-  Have  you  only  one  name,  William  ?— A.  Only  one  name,  William ;  that  is  all  the 


Q.  Who  were  theoffioers  of  election ;  whom  did  you  give  your  ticket  to? — ^A.  Bla^. 

Mo  *^  " 


Q.  Nothing  else  ?— A.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Wliat  time  in  the  day  did  you  vote  ? — A.  About  twelve  o'clock. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  vote  with — who  was  with  you  when  you  voted  ? — A.  Who  was 
'With  me? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  There  were  so  many  there 

Q.  Whom  do  you  remember  now — ^anvbody  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  remember  anybody, 
and  DO  more  than  I  gave  my  ticket  and  voted  it. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  ticket  ? — ^A.  Floyd  Dukes  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  You  gave  a  republican  ticket  in  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  republican  ticket. 

Q.  Where  was  Floyd  ?— A.  At  Archer. 

Q.  Where  was  he  when  he  gave  you  the  ticket? — ^A.  Outside  of  the  house. 

Q.  He  gave  you  a  ticket  and  yon  voted  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  yon  give  it  to  ?— A.  I  gave  it  to  Moore. 

Q.  Which  Moore  ?— A.  Mr.  Moore. 

Q.  Where  was  he  ? — A.  He  was  in  the  house. 

Q.  He  was  in  the  house  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Which  direction  do  yoa  live  from  Archer  f — A.  East  from  Archer. 

Q.  What  settlement  ? — A.  I  don't  know  the  settlement. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  lived  there^  William  ? — ^A.  I  have  lived  there  going  on  ten  or 
eleven  years. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  the  settlement  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  Archer  ? — A.  About  a  mile. 

Q.  East  of  Archer  f~ A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  who  voted  with  you — who  was  with  you  when  yon  voted?— 
A.  No  particular  man ;  I  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  go  to  the  election  with  ;  anybody  particularly  f — A.  I  went  to  tbe 
election  with  a  whole  lot  of  ue  boys :  we  went  together. 

Q.  Who  was  with  youT — A.  Somebody  out  here  was  with  me — ^Toby  Adams. 

By  the  Chaiiiman  : 
Q.  Toby  Adams  was  with  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  and  Toby  Adams  voted  at  the  same  box,  close  together  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  at  the  same  box  t—A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairbian  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  Toby  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Toby  says  he  voted  at  No.  1. — A.  I  don't  know  what  box  he  voted  at. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  you  saw  him  vote?— A.  I  don't  know  wliere  he  gave  his  ticket; 
I  know  we  voted  together. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  man  besides  Toby  that  knows  yon? — A.  Yes,  sir;  either  of 
these  men  [pointing]  know  me. 

Silas  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  this  man  here  7 — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  his  name  ?— A.  William  Smith. 
Q.  Where  does  he  live  t — A.  Wacahota. 

Q.  How  far  from  Archer  T — A.  He  lives  four  miles  from  Archer— near  four. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  Going  on  three  years. 
Q.  Has  he  any  other  name  except  William  Smith  T — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  election-4ay  f~  A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  t—A.  Archer. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Which  box  t—A.  No.  2. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  t—A.  On  the  north. 

Q.  On  the  north  side  t — A.  The  north  end. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  t — A.  I  live  down  three  miles  from  Archer,  right  in  the  north 
end. 

Q.  Three  miles  from  Archer,  near  to  what  place  t — A.  On  the  north  end  of  old  Fort 
Walker. 

Q.  Where  did  you  say  William  Smith  lives  ?— A.  Down  about  two  or  three  miles  on 
this  side  of  Wacahota. 

Q.  About  three  miles  t — A.  Three  miles. 

Q.  He  lives  on  this  side  near  Wacahota  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Beyond  you  from  Archer — the  other  side  of  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  _ 

Q.  How  lon^  have  vou  known  him  t — A.  Three  years,  going  on  four. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  nrst  see  him  T — Aj  1  met  him  at  Coliins's  place. 

Q.  Does  he  live  at  Coliins's  place  now  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  lives  right  there  at  Coliins's 
place. 

Q.  Yon  are  satisfied  that  it  is  about  four  miles  from  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  election  with  him  t  Did  you  vote  with  Tobey  Adams  t—A. 
Yes,  sir ;  we  all  voted  together,  him  and  me. 

Q.  All  of  you  together  t — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  Tobey  Adams  voted  at  box  No.  2 1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  of  that  t—A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  sure  it  was  No.  2.  I  mean  this  man 
Tobey  Adams  voted  at  No.  1. 

Q.  Did  this  man  also  t — A.  Number  1, 1  mean. 

Q.  You  swear  he  voted  at  number  2 1 — A.  I  mean  number  1. 

Q.  Who  were  the  officers  of  election  there ;  whom  did  you  give  your  ticket  to  ? — A. 
Toby  Adams. 
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Q.  Who  were  the  officers  at  the  hallot-box  ? — A.  I  gave  it  to— I  forgot  the  gentle- 
man's name — Green  Moore.  , 

Q.  Green  Moore  was  at  number  2  f— A.  Number  2.  I  gave  it  to  him  and  this  other 
gentleman. 

Q.  What  man  f — ^A.  Allen  Jones. 

Q.  Allen  Jones  was  at  number  1  and  Green  Moore  at  number  2  ? — A.  Allen  Jones  he 
is  the  man  that  took  our  tickets. 

Q,  Number  1  or  2f— A.  Number  2. 

Senator  Teller.  William  Smith  is  not  on  poll-list  number  1 :  he  is  on  imlMist  num- 
ber 2. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  you  vote  the  same  time  this  man  did  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  him  and  me  voted  to- 
gether ana  Toby  Adams. 

Q.  This  man  says  he  gave  his  ticket  to  Green  R.  Moore  f — ^A.  He  voted  at  box  num* 
bcr2. 

Q.  Was  it  number  1  or  2  ? 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  gave  it  to  Allen  Jones  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Allen  Jones. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Allen  Jones  was  at  number  1  f — A.  Number  1  f 
Q.  Yes. — A.  The  gentleman  we  gave  it  to — we  voted  on  the  north  side. 
Q.  Where  was  Fleming's  store  with  reference  to  that  side  ? — A.  The  north-end  side. 
Q.  Did  you  vote  on  the  side  near  Fleming's  store  ? — ^A.  We  voted  on  the  side  o£ 
Fleming's  store. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Well,  you  voted  with  Toby  Adams,  yon  and  this  man— all  voted  together?— A 
Yes,  sir.  , 

Q.  You  think  you  gave  it  to  Allen  Jones  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  voted  on  the  north  end, 
near  Sam  Fleming's  store,  at  number  2. 

Q.  Yon  gave  your  ticket  to  Allen  Jones  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  to  Allen  Jones. 

Q.  And  Toby  Adams  was  with  yon  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  old  a  man  is  Allen  Jones  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 
Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  ? — ^A.  He  is  a  colored  man. 

Frank  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  this  man  f  [Smith.] — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  William  Smith,  do  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  T — A.  Down  about  St.  Joseph,  on  Collins'  place — a  planta- 
tion named  Collins'  place. 

Q.  How  far  firom  Archer  f— A.  He  lives  about  between  seven  or  eight  miles.  It  is 
counted  seven  or  eight  miles  away. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  name  is  William  Smith  ? — A.  William  Smith. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  his  name  is  William  Smith  f— A.  He  has  always  gone  by  that 
Dame. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  f — A.  About  five  or  six  years. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  WTiere  do  you  live  t — A.  At  Archer  station. 

Q.  Yon  have  known  him  how  long  f — ^A.  Five  or  six  years. 

Q.  He  has  lived  down  there  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Archer  all  the  time  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  He  never  lived  anywhere  else  in  that  neighborhood,  has  he  T — A.  Ever  since  I 
knew  him ;  he  generally  does  his  trading  at  Archer  and  St.  Joseph's  Church. 

Q.  That  is  what  distance  from  Archer  ? — A.  It  is  counted  five  and  one-half  miles 
from  Waldo  there. 

Q.  He  lives  on  the  other  side  of  St.  Joseph's  Church  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Beyond  the  church  from  Archer  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Q.  You  have  only  seen  him  at  Archer  and  at  the  church  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  he  lives  down  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  come  there  from  ?— A.  I  don't  know  from  what  State. 

Q.  Five  or  six  years  you  knew  him  there,  and  have  known  him  ever  since  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  about  the  polls  on  election-day  T — A.  I  saw  him  in  Archer,  around 
the  poll,  hot  did  not  see  him  vote. 
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Chairman  : 

iid  you  vote  on  that  day  T— A.  At  No.  2  box. 
icket  did  you  vote  T — A.  Eepublican,  sir. 

Jriffen  sworn  and  examined. 
Chairman: 

lid  you  vote  on  election-day  f — A.  At  Archer, 
ox  T- A.  No.  2. 
Loketf — A.  Republican  ticket. 

lator  Cooper  : 

ou  read  your  ticket  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  read  it. 
d  you  know  it  was  republican  T — A.  Well,  I  got  it  from  John  Brown. 
)  it  from  John  Brown  T— A.  He  told  me  to  vote  it ;  that  it  was  republican, 
you  what  it  was  f — A.  I  belonged  to  Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Walls ;  that  ww 

gave  you  a  ticket  for  Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Walls  f — A.  He  gave  it  to  me. 

)  Chairman  : 

e  you  a  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

lator  Cooper  : 

d  you  give  it  to  ? — A.  Mr.  Black. 

ow  it  was  republican  T — A.  Yes,  sir :  he  said  it  was  a  republican  ticket. 

I  it?— A.  Yes. 

pown  f — A.  I  got  it  from  him  ;  he  read  it. 

I  it  for  Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Walls  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

)  Chairman  : 

rown  is  a  republican  ? — A.  A  republican  .    He  was  here  yesterday. 

Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

)  Chairman  : 

Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — ^Answer.  No.  2  box. 

lerT — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

icket  f — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

lator  Cooper  : 

i  Jackson,  is  it  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

T  you  voted  the  republican  ticket  f — A.  The  republican  ticket, 
d  are  you,  Richard  T — ^A.  Twentv-one  years  old. 
«rere  you  born  T — A.  I  was  in  'M. 

md  you  are  21  years  old  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  no  mistake  about  that. 
»ld  you  that  T— A.  My  mother  and  father  told  me  I  was  21  years  old. 
aid  you  you  were  21  years  old  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

aid  they  tell  you  so  T — A.  On  the  13th  of  August  I  was  21  years  old. 
)re  bom  in  1854  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
13th  of  August  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
quired  about  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
3y  swear  you  at  the  polls  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
¥ore  you  T — ^A.  My  father,  and  my  brother  swore  me  too. 
at  T — A.  At  the  polls  on  the  7th  of  December. 

n  swear  yourself  f — A.  No,  sir ;  my  father  and  my  brother  both  swore  me. 
id  they  swear  before  t — ^A.  Before  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Black,  and  that  other  gen- 
has  been  in  here  this  morning, 
wore  you  were  21  years  old  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
i  not  swear  about  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

rore  too  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  swore  I  was  twenty-one,  because  they  told  me  I 
■one. 

'ore  it  and  then  they  swore  it  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
the  polls?— A.  Yes, sir. 

xman  sworn  and  examined, 
e  Chairman  : 

Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T— A.  Archer  precinct, 
box?— A.  No.  2. 

ticket  ?— A.  Hayes  and  Wheeler, 
lican  ?— A.  Full  republican. 
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By  Senator  Coopbb  : 

Q.  Were  yon  sworn  yesterday  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  here  yesterday.    I  conld  not 
get  here  yesterday.    I  was  sick. 

Q.  Is  there  another  Jake  Tillman  T— A.  Jake  Jackson. 

Q.  No  other  Jake  Tillman  f — A.  No  other  in  the  State  of  Florida,  but  me,  that  I 
know  ot 

Senator  Cooper.  There  was  a  Jake  Tillman  sworn  yesterday. 

The  Chairman.  Jake  Tillman  proved  by  Zack  Simpson. 

Senator  Teller.  The  reporter's  minntes  will  show  that  to  be  correct. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  yon  voted  at  No.  2  T — ^A.  No.  2  polls. 

Q.  Ton  voted  the  republican  ticket  and  no  mistake  f— A.  I  never  voted  any  other. 
No  mistake. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  f — A.  I  cannot  read  it. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  was  republican  ? — A.  The  man  there  did  read  it  for  me. 

Q.  Who  read  it  f — A.  One  of  the  ministers — a  preacher  of  the  gospel. 

Q.  Who  was  that  f — A.  Frank  Dancey. 

Q.  He  read  it  to  you  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  are  certain  it  was  republican ;  who  was  on  it  T — A.  It  was  Hayes  and  Wheeler ; 
Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Walls. 

Q.  Who  else  f — A.  Several  other  gentlemen.    I  forget  the  names. 

Q.  Ton  have  forgotten  who  else  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  just  recollect  thatf — A.  I  just  recollect  that. 

Q.  He  read  it  all  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  rexid  it  all. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  did  you  vote  f — A.  About  ten  o'clock. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Frank  Dancey  was  there  f— A.  He  was  right  there. 

Q.  Did  he  stay  around  a  considerable  time  f — ^A.  I  left  him  there  after  dark.    He 
stays  in  Archer,  and  is  our  minister. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  voted  during  the  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted. 

Q.  You  saw  him  vote  at  the  same  box  yon  did  ? — A.  I  saw  him  vote  at  No.  2. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  At  the  same  time  you  did  f — A.  He  voted  after  I  did. 

Q.  You  voted  abont  ten  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  voted  about  ten. 

Q.  He  voted  afterward  I^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Nate  Robinson  sworn  and  examined! 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — A.  Archer  precinct. 

Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  yesterday  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  got  in  late. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  T— A.  Republican  ticket. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  was  T — A.  Nate  Robinson. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  name  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  but  sometimes  they  call  me  Charles  Rob- 
.inson— some  call  me  Nate. 

Q.  Yon  may  have  voted  as  Charles  Robinson  f — A.  Maybe  so ;  I  don't  know  how  they 
signed  me ;  I  gave  it  Nate. 

Q.  They  call  you  Charles  sometimes  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  the  boys  do. 

Q.  Yon  may  have  been  recorded  as  Charley  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  any  other  Charley  Robinson  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  T — A.  He  stays  at  Long  Pond,  I  believe  it  is. 

Q.  Long  Pond  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  older  or  younger  than  you  are  f  ~A.  He  is  older  than  I  am. 

Q.  He  was  here  yesteSay  f — A.  Charley,  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  but  you  two  f — ^A.  That  is  all  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  he  here  yesterday  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  other  here  yesterday  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  They  may  have  got  that  name  Charley  or  Charles  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  (Jharles  was  here  and  Charley ;  that  makes  two  f 

The  Chairman.  This  may  be  Nate,  except  another  Charles  comes. 

Frank  Colling  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^A.  No.  2. 


Q.  What  precinct  ?— A.  Archer. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  T — A.  Republican  ticket. 
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iD  Lawrence  sworn  and  examined. 

Y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  Archei;  station. 

bichboxT— A.  No.  2. 

bat  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket,  with  Mr.  Walls,  Mr.  Dennis,  Mr.  Cessna,  Mr. 

and  other  names  on  it. 

y  Senator  Cooper  : 

liat  did  you  say  your  name  was  ? — ^A.  Alfred  Lawrence. 

d  you  vote  at  No.  2,  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

d  you  say  you  vot<^  the  republican  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

R  McMuiLAN  sworn  and  examined. 

y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer  precinct,  No. 

aat  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

y  Senator  Cooper  : 

bat  did  you  say  your  name  was  ?— A.  Jasper  McMulIan. 

jper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

t  Joseph  T— A.  No,  sir ;  Jasper. 

there  any  Joseph  that  you  know  of? — A.  No,  sir. 

u  are  the  only  McMullan  about  there,  are  you  f — A.  The  only  one  that  I  know 

u  voted  at  No.  2  ?— A.  No.  2. 

e  republican  ticket  f — ^A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Newton  sworn  and  examined. 

y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer  Sta- 

bat  box  f— A.  No.  2. 

iiich  ticket? — A.  Radical. 

publican  T — A.  Republican. 

ILEY  sworn  and  examined. 

Y  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  No.  2,  sir,  at  Archer. 

uher  precinct  t — ^A.  Archer  precinct. 

lat  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

c  Danzey  sworn  and  examined. 

f  the  Chairman  : 

ion.  Mr.  Danzey,  where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 

lich  box  T— A.  No.  2. 

lat  ticket  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Republican  ticket.    I  was  the  first  man  that 

Y  Senator  Cooper: 

jat  did  you  say  your  name  was  ? — A.  Frank  Danzey. 

^  the  Chairman  : 

lat  is  your  profession,  Mr.  Danzey  ? — A.  I  am  a  preacher  of  the  gospel. 

w  long  have  you  lived  at  Archer! — A.  I  have  been  there  now  about  two 

)  you  very  well  acquainted  in  the  neighborhood  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

u  are  pretty  generally  known  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

jre  you  there  during  election-day  ? — ^A.  I  was  there  all  the  day,  sir. 

a,  of  course,  can  read  and  write  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

11  exercised  some  care  to  see  that  the  republicans  lad  the  proper  tickets— their 

:ets?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

ite  a  number  of  them  cannot  read  and  write  ? — A.  Quite  a  number  of  them 

td  and  write. 

in  very  much  pleased  to  see  so  many  of  your  people  able  now  to  read  and 

eir  names.    I  suppose  in  a  year  or  two  pretty  nearly  all  of  them  will  be  able 

;heir  own  tickets  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Toa  say  your  name  is  Frank  Danzey,  and  that  yon  voted  at  No.  2  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
atKo.2. 

Q.  Wbat  time  did  yon  vote  ? — A.  Between  8  and  9.    The  polls  opened  at  8  o'clock. 

Q.  The  polls  opened  at  8  o'clock,  and  yon  voted  then  T — A.  Between  8  and  9  o'clock. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  who  voted  before  you  T — A.  No  one  voted  before  I  did. 

Q.  Tours  was  the  first  vote  polled  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  voted  after  you  f — A.  I  don't  know  ;  the  crowd  was  rush- 
ing 80  there. 

Q.  A  large  crowd  ? — A.  A  pretty  good  crowd. 

Q.  At  the  opening  of  the  polls  they  were  crowding  in  thickly  ? — A.  A  good  crowd 
there.    They  had  a  guard  standing  off. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  crowd  in  f — A.  I  never  crowded  in  much. 

Q.  Did  not  the  others  crowd  you  much  f — A.  A  little ;  not  very  much. 

Q.  Yon  were  about  the  fir  st-^yonrs  was  the  first  vote  f — A.  I  was  th6  first  vote ;  I 
polled  the  first  vote. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  guard  ? — A.  Frank  Brown  told  them,  "  Don't  crowd  the  polls 
to  vote." 

Q.  At  the  time  you  voted  was  your  name  called  at  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  others  who  voted  with  you,  did  their  names  seem  to  be  called  f — ^A.  All 
called. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  men  throw  their  votes  in  f — A.  O,  no ;  the  inspector  of  the  box 
made  them  wait  until  one  gave  his  vote — wait  until  he  got  this  vote  right,  and  then 
took  another. 

Q.  All  voted  deliberately  and  in  order ;  all  that  crowded  up  first  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  agreement  that  you  should  vote  first  f — A.  Yes,  there  was  an 
agreement  among  the  crowd.  They  wanted  the  preacher  to  vote  first.  They  said, 
*^  We  will  have  £^K>d  success  in  the  business,"  and  all  agreed  that  I  should  vote  first. 
I  told  them  that  if  that  would  do  any  good  for  the  republicans,  I  would  vote  first,  and 
that  was  all  that  made  me  do  it^  I  think. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  voted  under  the  name  of  Frank  Danzey  f— A.  Frank  Danzey. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  Danzey  about  there  f — A.  Three  or  four;  I  have  got  a  brother 
James  Danzey,  and  a  brother  Albert  Danzey,  and  there  is  another  Danzey.  I  know  a 
CsBsar  Danzey. 

Q.  Did  they  all  vote  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  only  I  voted  there. 

Q.  You  were  the  only  Danzey  that  voted  f — A.  The  only  one  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  And  your  name  was  called  out,  Frank  Danzey  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Samuel  Duncan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Qnestioo.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T — ^Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxT— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

J.  L.  Malphus  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?—  Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  your  name  f — A.  J.  L.  Malphus. 
Q.  Are  yon  called  Lewis  f— A.  James  Lewis. 
Q.  Are  you  called  Lewis  sometimes  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  voted  where  T — ^A.  At  No.  2  box,  at  Archer. 
Q.  And  voted  how  ? — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Dick  Brockett  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Brockett,  what  is  your  name  T — Answer.  Dick  Brockett. 
^.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  '—A.  With  Green  Mooro  and  Black,  at 
No.2.         •  . 

Q.  What  precinct ;  Archer  ? — A.  Archer. 
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Q.  Green  Moore  and  Black  were  the  officers  there  f— A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  ^oa  vote  f — A.  The  repahllcan  ticket. 

Q.  The  republican  ticket  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Coofbr  : 

Q.  Where  do  yon  live,  Dick  f — A.  I  live  down  aboat  four  miles  from  Archer  Station, 
on  the  north  of  Archer. 

Q.  You  gave  your  name  as  Brockett  ? — A.  Yes,  my  name  is  Dick  Brockett. 

Q.  You  are  not  known  as  Crockett  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  Brockett. 

Q.  Did  you  give  it  in  as  Brockett  t — ^A.  Dick  Brockett,  yes,  sir ;  I  gave  it  in. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Dick  Crockett  T — A.  I  do  not  know  any  about  Archer  station. 

Q.  Any  man  there  or  anywhere  f — ^A.  There  is  one  black  man  named  Crockett,  bat 
not  Dick  Crockett. 

Q.  Any  Dick  f — A.  I  don't  know  any  Dick.  I  don't  know  any  other  but  Dick  M^ 
Laughlin. 

Q.  You  don't  know  Dick  Crockett  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  Dick  Crockett. 

Q.  Did  yon  give  it  in  as  Dick  Brockett  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Sam  Axdbrson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  At  Archer. 

Q.  Which  boxT— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  live,  Sam  ? — A.  I  live  here  in  Archer. 

Q.  You  live  m  Alachua  County,  near  Archer  or  in  Archer? — ^A.  Right  there  at 
Archer. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f — A.  Twelve  months. 

Q.  Did  they  let  you  vote  without  swearing  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  swore  me  before 
I  voted. 

Q.  What  did  they  swear  you  about  ?— A.  How  long  I  was  in  the  county,  and  how 
long  in  the  country. 

London  Sanders  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  Sam  McNeal  f — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  step-father. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now  f — A.  He  is  now  at  Qulf  Hammock. 
Q.  Now  at  Gulf  Hammock,  is  he  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  voted  on  election-day  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxt— A.  Mr.  Black's. 
Q.  No.  lor  2?— A.  No.  2. 

Q.  Black  was  the  officer  of  the  election  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  What  ticket  was  it  f — A.  It  was  a  ticket  with  Mr.  Walls'  and  Dennis'  names  on  it ; 
the  republican  ticket. 
Q.  The  republican  ticket,  was  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  saw  him  vote  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  What  is  his  given  name  f — ^A.  Samuel  McNeal. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  ticket  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  could  make  out  Mr.  Walk'  and  Mr.  Den- 
nis' names.^   I  could  swear  to  those  two  names. 

Q.  That  IS  all  you  could  make  out  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Jones  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Mr.  Jones  gave  it  to  you  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  school-house. 

Q.  Was  he  taking  in  tickets ;  did  you  give  yours  to  Mr.  Jones  when  yon  yot'Od  ? — A. 
I  gave  mine  to  Mr.  Black  there,  and  my  father  gave  his  to  Mr.  Black  at  No.  2.  He  is 
my  step-father. 

Q.  Is  he  older  than  you  are  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  old  enough  for  my  grandfather. 

Q.  How  old  are  yon  T— A.  Going  on  twenty- three  years. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  him  vote  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  certain  about  the  two  names,  but  don't  know  about  the  balance  T— A 
Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  know  about  the  balance. 

Henry  Spar  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Yon  were  here  yesterday  T — Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T — A.  At  Archer  No  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote  f — A.  Republican. 

By  Mr.  Cooper: 
Q.  Did  yon  say  that  yon  voted  at  No.  2f~A.  Tea,  sir.  No.  2. 
Q.  Ton  are  certain  about  that  f — A.  I  am  certain  about  that. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  f — ^A.  No.  2  side. 
Q.  The  radical  box,  was  it  not  f —A.  Don't  believe  it  was. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Tou  voted  the  republican  ticket  t — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Was  it  the  democratic  or  radical  box  f — A.  The  radical  box. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Tou  voted  at  the  box  where  the  fewest  white  men  voted  and  the  most  black  men  t 
-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Samuel  McNbal  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  tidket. 

Jos  Thompson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestiou.  WTiere  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  At  what  boxT— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  On  your  side. 
Q.  The  republican  f — ^A.  The  republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  was  the  matter  that  you  ran  off  to  the  republicans  in  that  way  f — ^A.  I 
voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  I  am  astonished  at  you — ^a  man  of  your  age. — A.  They  don't  fool  me. 

Q.  What  is  your  name  now  f — A.  Joe  Thompson. 

Q.  Joe  or  Joel  T— A.  Joe. 

Q.  Do  they  ever  call  you  Joel  T — A.  No,  sir ;  my  name  is  Joe. 

Q.  Nothiui;  else  but  Joe  f — A.  Joe  Thompson ;  that  is  my  name. 

Q.  They  never  call  you  Joel  nor  Joseph  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  but  Joe. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  Joel  Thompson  down  at  Archer  f — A.  No,  sir ;  nary  one 
about  there  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Anybody  about  there  as  Joe,  or  whose  name  sounds  like  that  ? — A.  None  but  Joe; 
but  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  old  are  you  T— A.  I  cannot  tell  how  old  I  am ;   I  have  been  a  plow-boy 
when  Creneral  Jackson  fought  the  Indians  in  Alabama ;  I  was  a  plow-boy  then. 


Gainesville,  January  i^  1877. 
James  Page  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  At  what  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  I— A.  Republican. 

Ramsct  MrrcuELL  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  2,  sir. 
Q.  At  Archer  r— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  box  T- A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Radical  ticket. 

8.  Kep.  611,  pt.  2 11 
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Q.  Repablican  ticket  ? — A.  Republican  ticket ;  O,  yes. 
Q.  You  were  not  here  yesterday  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  yoar  name  f — ^A.  Ramsey  Mitchell. 

Q.  You  voted  the  republican  ticket  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  O,  yes,  sir ;  always  expect  to. 
Q.  Can  you  read  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  Frank  Brown  could  read  it. 
Q.  What  time  did  he  read  it  ?— A.  He  read  it  on  the  seventh  day  of  November. 
Q.  What  time  of  day  f— A.  I  think  about  eleven  o'clock. 
Q.  About  eleven  f — A.  I  think  about  eleven. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote  f — A.  I  voted  about,  I  reckon,  between  eleven 
and  twelve. 
Q.  It  was  about  eleven  f — A.  Yes^  sir ;  it  was  about  eleven. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  down  into  Archer  f — A.  About  two  hours  after  sunrise. 
Q.  Just  a  little  after  sunrise  f — A.  I  think  it  was  early  after  sunrise  that  I  got  there. 

1  got  up  before  day. 

Q.  You  got  there  about  two  hours  after  sunrise  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Archer  ? — A.  Two  miles  and  a  quarter. 

Q.  Did  it  take  two  hours  to  get  there  f— A.  It  didn't  take  me  two  hours  to  get 
there. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  leave  home  f — A.  I  don't  remember,  exactly. 

Q.  About  sun-unf— A.  No,  sir;  not  about  sun-up— after  sun-up  a  good  while.  It 
did  not  take  that  long  to  walk  two  miles  and  a  quarter.  I  walked  nfbeen  miles  last 
nightjfrom  Archer. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  take  to  come  from  home  f — ^A.  I  came  fifteen  miles  last  night 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  morning  T — A.  I  reckon  about  half  an  hour. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  So  you  think  you  started  about  half  an  hour  by  the  sun  ? — ^A.  O,  yes,  sir. 
Q.  Ditt  you  vote  as  quick  as  you  got  there  t — A.  There  was  such  a  crowd  I  could  not 
get  in. 
Q.  You  went  in  as  quick  as  you  could? — ^A.  I  had  to  crowd  so  as  to  hand  mine. 
Q.  Frank  Brown  read  your  ticket  to  you  before  you  went  in  ?— A.  O,  yes,  sir.     I  had 
him  to  read  it.    I  oould  not  read. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  didn't  allow  them  to  fool  you  in  the  ticket  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  How  far  did  you  come  here  this  morning  ? — A.  I  came  thirty-two  miles  to  get 
here  this  morning. 

Fortune  Natiel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer  No. 

2  box. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  I  cast  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  when  you  vot-edf — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  just  went  and  got  my  ticket, 
and  cast  it. 

Q.  Did  anybody  swear  you  T — A.  Mr.  Black  was  there. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  swear  me.  I  took  my  ticket  and  cast 
it  in. 

Q.  You  just  handed  it  in  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  registered  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  register  ?— A.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  ever  since  Ihey  first  came  out, 
five  or  six  years  back,  by  Mr.  Hammond  and  Mr.  James  Thomas  Edwards,  dowa  at 
Archer  Station. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  when  you  were  registered  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  that  time  I  swore, 

Q.  You  say  you  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  box  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Robert  Davis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  At  Archer. 

Q.  Which  box?— A.  No. 2. 

Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Is  your  name  Robert  Davis  f— A.  They  call  me  Robert  Davis,  or  Bob  Davis.  £  verr 

le  of  them  I  answer  to — Days  or  Davis.  ^ 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Are  yon  called  Bob  or  Robert  f — A.  They  call  me  both, 

Q.  They  call  you  Rob  ?— A.  Tbey  say  Robert. 

Q.  They  never  say  Rob  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  certain  of  that. 

Q.  You  never  gave  in  your  name  f — ^A.  No  Rob,  but  Bob :  but  Robert  Davis. 

Q.  Which  did  you  give  it  T — A.  My  name  is  on  the  club  Robert  Davis. 

Q.  Robert  Davis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  did  you  give  it  in  when  you  voted  f— A.  This  name,  when  I  voted.  They 
called  me,  and  I  answered. 

Q.  Did  they  call  the  name  T — A.  No,  sir.  When  I  came  up  there  they  handed  the 
name  before  they  took  the  ticket. 

Q.  And  they  called  you  Robert  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  Robert  Davis. 

Edmund  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer   I  voted  at  Archer  sta- 
tion, sir. 
Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  you  voted  at  No.  2 1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  house  was  it  f — ^A.  On  the  other  side. 

Q.  Which  way  was  that  T — ^A.  Next  to  Mr.  Young's. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  give  your  ticket  tot — ^A.  He  put  it  in  the  box  I  handed  it  to  Mr. 
Black. 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  Mr.  Black  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  ticket  f — ^A.  A  black  man  handed  me  one— a  black  man  out 
there. 

Q.  Which  one  t — A.  Frank  Brown. 

Q.  Frank  Brown  gave  it  to  you.  You  cannot  read  it  yourself  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot 
read  it  myself. 

Q.  When  did  he  jrive  it  to  you  t— A.  The  same  morning. 

Q.  You  got  there  T — ^A.  And  voted  at  the  box. 

Q.  The  same  momine  you  voted  he  gave  it  to  you— just  before  you  voted  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  just  before  I  voted. 

Ed.  Paine  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T — Answer.  I  voted  at  No.  2. 

Q.  What  precinct  f — A.  Archer. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

fQ.  How  old  are  you  ? — ^A.  I  am  going  on  twenty-two  years  old.  I  was  twenty-one 
on  the  seventh  day  of  August. 

Q.  On  the  seventh  day  of  August  T— A.  On  the  seventh  day  of  August. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  yon,  sir  f — A.  O,  yes ;  I  swore  when  they  registered  me. 

Q.  When  you  were  registered  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  voted  t-^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  swore  you  when  you  voted  t — ^A.  They  swore  me  when  they  registered  me 
and  when  I  voted. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  are  twenty-one  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  no  doubt  you  are  twenty-one  f — A.  It  was  proved  I  was  twenty-one.  I 
know  my  age. 

Q.  Did  you  read  your  ticket t — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  read  my  ticket. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  vote  for  f — A.  I  intended  to  vote  for  Stearns. 

Q.  Steams  and  who  else  7— A.  I  never  heard.  I  voted  the  ticket.  I  intended  for 
Steams. 

Q.  And  who  else  T— A.  Hayes  and  Wheeler. 

Q.  Who  elae  f — ^A.  No  one  else  that  I  know  of— that  I  can  remember. 

William  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day? — Answer.  At  Archer,  No. 2  box. 
Q.  Which  ticket  did  you  vote  T— A.  Republican  ticket. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  time  did  you  vote? — ^A.  November  7. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  T— A.  I  voted  very  early ;  along  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Early  in  the  momineT — ^A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Directly  after  the  polls  were  opened  ?— A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Among  the  first  batch  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  voted  with  yon,  do  you  remember?— A.  Myself  and  Frank  Danzey, thit 
stays  in  Archer;  right  together  we  voted. 

Q.  Who  else  T — ^A.  I  don't  remember  the  others'  names  now. 

Q.  Who  did  you  go  to  the  election  with  ?— A.  Myself  and  Frank  Danzey  went  up  to- 
gether. 

Q.  You  and  he  went  together  and  voted  in  the  first  batch  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  a  double  ticket  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  fold  your  ticket  two  in  one  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  do  that. 

Q.  You  read  your  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

John  Snowden  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  2  box. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Split  ticket,  sir. 
Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for  governor  ? — A.  Steams. 
Q.  Who  did  you  vote  for  President  ?— A.  Samuel  J.  Tilden. 
Q.  You  voted  for  some  republicans  and  some  democrats  ? — A.  For  some  democrats. 
Q.  You  are  a  white  man,  1  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

J.  J.  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  Archer  Station,  box 
No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote  ?— A.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  ticket. 
Q.  Was  it  a  split  or  a  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Split  ticket. 
Q.  Whom  did  you  vote  for  governor  t — A.  Stearns. 
Q.  Whom  for  President  ?— A.  Tilden. 
Q.  You  are  a  white  man,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Archer  Oreen  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  At  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ?— A.  My  good  old  republican  ticket,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  say  you  voted  ?— A.  At  Archer  Station. 

Q.  What  side  of  the  house  ?— A.  On  the  north  side. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ?— A.  At  Archer. 

Q.  In  the  town  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  it  ?— A.  About  four  miles  and  a  half  they  call  it 

Q.  Which  way  ?— -A.  North. 

Q.  You  live  north  of  the  town  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  settlement— what  do  they  call  it  ?— A.  There  is  no  name  to  it ;  a  place 
called  Half  Moon,  where  we  all  stop  ;  but  it  is  not  a  full  precinct  yet. 

Q.  You  say  you  live  in  Half  Moon  ?— A.  In  that  settlement  I  live. 

Q.  Who  do  you  live  with  ?— A.  I  stay  with  a  fellow  called  Geiger. 

Q.  What  Geiger  f — ^A.  Warren  Geiger. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  up  to  Archer  on  the  morning  of  the  election  ?— A.  I  believe 
it  was  on  the  7th  of  November. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  morning  ?— A.  About  nine  o'clock  I  came  in  the  morning,  as 
near  as  I  can  come  at  it. 

Q.  Who  did  you  go  with  ? — A.  By  myself. 

Q.  Nobody  with  you  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  vote  with  ?— A.  By  myself. 

Q.  Nobody  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  ? — A.  Men  were  standing  around,  but  no  one  present  by  me,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  all  by  yourself  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  give  it  to  ?— A.  To  R.  H.  Black— to  Green  R.  Moore  I  gave  it. 

Q.  To  Green  Moore  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  About  ten  o'clock  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Aboot  nine  o'clock  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  then  after  you  voted  f— A.  I  walked  around  town  until  I  was 
leady  to  leave  and  go  home. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  home  T— A.  The  sun  was  about  an  hour  high  when  I  went 
home. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  was  t — A.  Arch  Green. 

Q.  Bo  you  know  any  other  Arch  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  never  known  by  any  other  name  f — ^A.  I  never  go  by  any  other  name  but 
Arch  Green. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Dick  Green  about  there  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kin  is  he  to  you  f — A.  Father. 

Q.  He  is  your  father  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  together  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  we  didn't  vote  together. 

Q.  Do  you  live  near  each  other  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  Greens  you  know  about  there  ?— A.  There  is  a  white  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Is  there  another  Arch  Green  T—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  other  Greens  there  t— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  you  when  you  voted  t — A.  No,  sir.  I  voted  before  and  swore 
theD. 

Q.  They  did  not  swear  you  this  time  t— A.  No,  sir ;  don't  think  they  did. 

Stephen  Catiline  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qoestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  I  voted  at  Archer. 
Q.  Which  boxt— A.  No.  2  box. 
A.  Which  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket,  sir. 

Egbert  Natiel  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  Archer  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Which  ticket  T — A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  yon  say  your  name  was? — A.  Robert  Natiel. 

Q.  Robert  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No  other  name  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

<J.  Where  do  yon  live,  Robert  t— A.  Archer  Station. 

Q.  Do  you  live  in  the  town  T — ^A.  About  two  miles  out  of  town,  I  suppose  it  is, 

Q.  What  direction  t-— A.  About  north,  I  believe  it  is. 

Q.  Whose  place  do  you  live  on  T— A.  My  father's. 

Q.  What  is  your  father's  name  t— A.  Manuel  Natiel. 

Q.  What  settlement  do  you  live  in  T—A.  Britto,  they  call  it. 

Q.  What  is  it  called  f— A.  Britto,  they  caU  it. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  when  you  voted  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  swore  you  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  ask  you  any  questions  t— A.  No,  sir ;  they  asked  me  how  old  I  was.  I 
told  them  twenty-one. 

Q.  When  were  you  twenty-one  T — A.  On  the  15th. 

Q.  On  the  15th  of  whatf—A.  Of  August,  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  The  15th  of  August  f — A.  I  think  it  was.  There  is  my  uncle ;  [pointing;  ]  he  has 
got  my  age.    He  can  tell  you. 

<l.  You  think  it  was  on  the  15th  of  August  you  were  twenty-one  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  before  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  registered  T— A.  I  registered  with  Mr.  Barnes.  I  forget  the  day  of  the 
month  it  was  on. 

Q.  What  year  f— A.  This  year. 

Q.  This  year  T— A.  Last  year. 

Q.  Did  you  register  before  August  t— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Natiel,  is  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  Robert  Natiel. 

Q-  Hobertt — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  call  me  different  names.  My  right  name  is  Bob — 
BobertNatieL 

4  They  call  yon  all  the  time  Bob  ?— A.  Just  my  own  kinfolks  call  me  Bob.     My 
t  name  is  Robert  NatieL 
Q*  Do  they  call  you  anything  else  but  Bob  and  Rob  f ~A.  That  is  aU,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  vote  anywhere  else  that  day  f — ^A.  Nowhere  else  bnt  at  Archer  Station. 

Q.  What  time  did  yoa  come  to  town  f— A.  I  think  abont  ten  o'clock — nine  o'clock,  it 
was. 

Q.  What  time  did  yon  leave  home  f — ^A.  I  left  home  at  sunrise,  bnt  never  got  to 
Archer  until  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Yon  live  out  abont  four  miles  f — ^A.  Not  more  than  two  miles  £h>m  Archer,  I 
guess. 

Q.  Only  two  miles  f — A.  Only  two  miles. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  come  with  f—A.  My  uncle,  John  Natiel. 

Q.  John  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  and  he  came  toother  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  read  your  ticket  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  read. 

Q.  Cannot  you  read  it?— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Who  read  it  to  you  f — A.  Nobody  read  it  to  me.    It  was  just  handed  to  me. 

Q.  Who  handed  it  to  yon  t— A. . 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  he  a  well-known  republican  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him,  but  cannot  call  his 
name  now. 

Q.  You  know  him  to  be  a  republican  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  repift>lioan.  He  was 
handing  around  tickets. 

Hens  Frazdsr  sworn  and  examined. 

By  theCHAiRAiAN: 
Question.  Are  you  ever  called  Bpence  Frazier  f — Answer.  That  is  vkj  aon. 
Q.  Your  name  is  Hens  Frazier? — ^A.  Hens  Frazier;  Spencer  is  my  ion. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  t— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Bepublican  ticket ;  Mr.  Black  gave  it  to  me^ 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  your  name  was  t— A.  Hens  Frazier.  It  is  tie  first  time  I  ever 
voted  in  Archer. 

Q.  Was  it  the  first  time  you  ever  voted  there  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  up  to 
Archer  five  years. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  up  at  Archer  five  years,  and  it  is  the  first  time  you  ever  voted 
there  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  vote  there — ^what  time  of  the  day  was  ii  t — A.  As  nigh  as  I 
could  come  to  it,  it  was,  I  reckon,  about  3  o'clock. 

Q.  About  3  o'clock  f — ^A.  As  nigh  as  I  can  come  at  it. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Archer  f — A.  Two  miles  and  a  half, 

Q.  What  time  did  yon  come  to  town,  to  the  station  f — A.  The  ttn  was  about  two 
hours  high  when  I  got  there. 

Q.  You  voted  about  3  o'clock  f — A.  I  think  it  was  about  3  o'clock  when  I  voted,  as 
nigh  as  I  can  come  at  it. 

Q.  Who  did  you  give  your  ticket  to  T — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Were  there  many  voting  at  that  time  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  Just  crowding  in. 

Q.  Just  crowded  at  3  o'clock  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  you  roistered  t — A.  I  registered  there. 

Q.  Did  you  register  before  that  f — ^A.  I  registered  before  I  voted. 

Q.  Where  at  f — A.  The  school-house ;  with  Mr.  Black  and  Green  R.  Moore,  up  at 
the  school-house. 

Q.  When  T— A.  Last  year. 

Q,  Did  they  swear  you  when  you  voted  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  swore  you ;  I  mean  when  you  voted  at  Archer,  did  anybojiy  swear  you  t — 
A.  I  swore  when  I  was  registered.  ^ 

Q.  They  did  not  swear  you  when  you  voted  at  Archer  f— A.  No,  sit;  I  swore  when 
they  registered  my  name. 

Q.  You  didt— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  say  you  gave  your  ticket  to  T — A.  Green  B.  Moore. 

Q.  Did  he  know  you  very  well  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  knew  me  veil  or  not- 

Q.  How  did  you  register,  as  Hens  Frazier  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  Hens  Frazier t— A.  Yes,  sir;  Hens  Frazier;  Spenoe  Frazier  is 
my  son;  and  there  is  another  Frazier,  Warren  Frazier;  another,  William,  and  Aaron 
and  John. 

Q.  All  live  there  T— A.  Not  all  don't  live  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Henry  Frazier  t— A.  I  don't  know  him.  I  know  them  I  eaUed  Jost 
now. 

Senator  Teller.  H.  Frazier  is  here. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Yes;  Isee  H.  Frazier.  Who  did  you  say  yon  voted  with;  who  was  with  yoa  at 
the  time  yon  voted  ? — A.  When  I  went  up  to  vote  ? 

Q.  Tee. — ^A.  So  many  of  us  crowded  that  I  don't  recollect  who  was  with  me. 

Q.  You  reccUect  nobody  f — ^A.  I  can't  recollect  who  voted  with  me  ;  so  many  I  didn't 
notice.  The  trst  time  I  nave  voted  up  here  in  five  years ;  I  have  been  voting  at  the 
other  place. 

Joel  Holt  ) worn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qneetlon.  Wiere  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  Which  bot  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  tiotet  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 
Q.  Yoa  are  a  vhite  man,  I  perceive  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  reckon  I  am. 

Primus  Mitcibll  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Cdorman  : 

Qoeetion.  Wbre  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  No.  2  box. 

Q.  At  Archer  ^A.  At  Archer. 

Q.  What  tick^  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  rou  come  from  this  morning  or  last  night  f  How  far  did  you  have  to 
come  here? — ^A.  ?hirty  miles,  sir. 

Q.  From  whatplace  f — A.  Five  miles  the  other  side  of  Benson. 
Q.  Were  thenany  other  men  that  came  with  you  this  morning  from  that  distance  t-* 
A.  Ramsey  Mitcbll,  Fortune  Natiel,  and  James  Page. 

Q.  AU  came  £rcu  that  place  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  SenatorOooFER : 

Q.  What  did  ya  say  vour  name  was  f — ^A.  Primus  Mitchell.  All  from  the  same 
place.    We  workd  together. 

Q.  Have  yon  au  other  name  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  kno*n  by  nothing  else  f — A.  Nothing  but  Primus  Mitchell. 

Q.  Nothing  batPrimus ;  you  were  re^stered  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Under  the  nme  of  Primus  MitcheU  f— A.  The  name  of  Primus  Mitchell ;  nothing 
else. 

Q.  YoQ  had  no  cher  name  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  no  other  name. 

KiNCHiAN  REin«  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chakman  : 
Qoeetion.  Wherdld  you  vote  on  the  last  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f-^A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  SenatoiOooPER: 
Q.  Kinchlan  wat  T — A.  Einchian  Reeves. 
Senator  Telle.  He  is  down  here ;  he  is  on  Fleming's  list. 

By  SenatoCooPER : 

Q.  Yon  have  ^  no  other  name  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  ki<f  any  other  Reeves  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  in 
Aljichua. 

Q.  Don't  th^^ll  you  Reedf—A.  No,  sir;  Reeves  is  my  title. 

Q.  Einchian  ot  Richard  t — ^A.  Einchian. 

Q.  Where  dOfon  say  you  voted  f— -A.  At  Archer  No.  2. 

Q.  Did  they  ^ear  you  when  you  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  IvedAere  some  time,  did  you  ?— A.  I  have  lived  in  the  county  about  three 
years.  ri;^ 

Q.  Did'heyawear  you  when  yon  voted! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Bj/^he  <;hairman  : 

Q.  WKe  did  you  come  from  this  morning  f — ^A.  From  Archer — about  four  miles  this 
Bide  of /ch«r. 

R.  h3i^ck  recalled  and  examined.  - 
f  the  Chairman  : 

Qo^on.  Mr.  Black,  you  have  been  summoning  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee f-inswer.  Yee,  sir,  I  have. 
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Q.  State  whether  any  of  the  persons  reqaested  to  be  broaj^ht  here  have  been  unable 
to  come  for  any  cause. — ^A.  John  Binf^ham  is  sick,  and  not  able  to  come. 
Q.  Did  you  find  him  in  that  condition  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  How  do  you  spell  his  name  ? — A.  Bingham. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  is  a  colored  man  ? — A.  Colored  man. 

Q.  Republican  f — ^A.  Republican ;  voted  at  No.  2  box.  • 

Q.  That  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  f — A.  Yes ;  he  sent  word  |y  a  man  that 
he  was  not  able  to  come. 

Senator  Cooper.  You  don't  want  to  prove  that  he  was  unable  to  com^. 

The  Chairman.  We  want  to  prove  that  he  voted.  Did  you  see  his  tiket  f— A.  Yes, 
sir,  I  saw  his  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  yourself;  do  you  know  he  voted  at  that  box  f — ^A.  \s,  sir ;  I  know 
him  very  welL    He  used  to  come  to  school  with  me. 

Q.  Who  else  T — ^A.  Abraham  Laurens ;  we  called  him  Abraham. 

Q.  What  condition  did  you  find  him  in  f — A.  Very  poorly,  indeed. 

Q.  In  health  t — A.  Poor  in  health ;  he  is  a  cripple. 

Q.  How  far  off  does  he  live  f — ^A.  About  three  miles  from  Archer. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  and  a  republican  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  at  Archer  No.  2  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  brougK  him  on  a  cait 
He  was  sick  when  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Republican  ticket  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  republican.  It  was  folded,  bu  I  know  he  got 
It  &om  a  republican. 

Q.  Who  did  he  get  it  fromt — A.  All  the  sick  men  got  it  from  Frank^rown. 

Q.  Frank  Brown  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  anv  one  else  who  was  sick  ?— A.  The  other  one  I  f oud.  I  don't  know 
whether  he  has  oeen  here  or  not. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  t— A.  Marcus  Williams.  He  had  a  swollenjeg.  He  said  he 
would  come  if  Qod  would  spare  him. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  We  have  had  Mark  Anthony  Williams. — A.  I  know  him,  too. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Marcus  Williams;  you  found  him  with  a  swollen  leg,  and  sick^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he 
is  sick ;  he  told  me  that  he  would  come  to  Archer  if  I  would  get  a  c<]Yeyance  here. 

Q,  How  far  off  does  he  live  ?— A.  He  lives  about— I  guess — that  is.  divide  from  the 
church.  I  suppose  their  divide  reaches  to  that  distance.  We  have  {lat  we  call  quar- 
ters.   He  lives  about  3^  from  Archer. 

Q.  Beyond  Archer  f — ^A.  Beyond  Archer,  eighteen  or  nineteen  mile 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man,  and  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  colorec 

Q.  Did  he  vote  on  that  day  t— A.  He  did. 

Q.  At  Archer  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  T — A.  He  got  his  tioket^I  think  Frank  ^nzey  gave  him 
his  ticket-— the  preacher. 

Q.  Y'ou  know  from  Frank  Daazey  T — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  ones  sick  f — A.  I  don't  remember  anytnore  but  those 
who  have  been  here ;  the  others  have  been  here.  Mark  Anthony  Wlliams  is  a  man 
who  came.    Then  there  was  another  one — Quanty — ^he  has  been  here. 

Q.  Are  some  of  the  colored  men  who  voted  at  the  precinct  on  thiday  at  distant 
places  now  f— A.  Yes,  sir,  quite  a  number  of  the  men ;  can't  get  hold  <  them.  Many 
of  them  that  I  personally  know,  as  Morris  Jackson,  he  is  down — I  leai^  to-day  from 
those  men  who  ought  to  know — he  is  in 

Senator  Cooper.  You  don't  think  that  is  competent  T 

The  Witness.  I  was  informed  they  were  in  Gulf  Hammock,  and  not  ere. 

Senator  Teller.  We  want  to  prove  they  are  not  in  the  neighborhood  to^cuse  us 
from  not  getting  them. 

The  Witness.  Stephen  Turner  told  me ;  he  is  on  the  river  also.  1  dotk  know 
whether  he  is  here  or  not 

Senator  Teller.  No. 

A.  There  is  one — I  remember  one — they  call  Jake ;  I  don't  know  whether  ^ap  or 

BOt. 

Q.  Jake  what? — A.  I  am  just  trying  to  find  what  his  last  name  is,  I  forgo tther 
call  him  old  man  Jake.  He  has  gone  to  Fernandina.  Quite  a  number  have  mot  oit, 
making  contracts  for  the  year,  and  some  have  gone  to  return.    Some  have  gone  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPUBLICAN  VOTERS  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2.         169 

river.    Men  tell  me  they  will  try  to  get  hold  of  many  of  them  if  necessary  between  to- 
morrow and  next  day,  if  possible. 

Q.  These  persons  yon  refer  to  are  colored  persons,  and  republicans  ?— A.  All  colored. 
I  am  speaking  of  those  who  voted  at  this  precinct. 
By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Morris  Johnson  and  Stephen  Tnmer  voted  there? — ^A.  Yes,  both — not  Morris 
Johnson,  Morris  Jackson ;  I  don't  know  any  Morris  Johnson. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  When  yon  were  first  on  the  stand  did  you  mention  any  of  these  men  ? — A.  I  had 
the^list. 

Q.  Were  they  on  that  listt — ^A.  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  am  speaking  of  who  I  then 
knew ;  I  don't  know  whether  Morris  was  there  then  or  not ;  those  whom  I  recognize 
on  that  list. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Ton  answered  those  yon  were  questioned  about  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Morris  Jackson  was  proved  to  have  voted  there  by  Alexander  Davis  T— A.  If 

Alexander  Davis  is  here  he  lives  right  adjoining  places. 

* 

Frank  Brown  recalled  and  examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  Dublin  Toby,  or  Dublin  Williams? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  does  he  live  from  here  ? — ^A.  Fifteen  miles  from  here. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  ^et  him  ? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  sick  in  bed,  not  able  to  come. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  voting  at  Archer  No.  2  on  last  election-day  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  he,  a  colored  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  ticket  he  voted  ? — A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  gave  him  the  ticket  f — A.  I  handed  him  the  ticket  myself. 

Q.  You  handed  the  republican  ticket  to  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  He  asked  you  for  a  ticket ;  you  distributed  them  generally  to  the  republicans  ? — 
A.  YeSy  sir. 

Q.  You  distributed  no  other  kind?— A.  No  other  kind  but  republican  tickets. 

Q.  A  large  number  of  the  colored  men  state  they  could  not  read  their  own  ticket, 
and  trusted  you  as  giving  them  the  straight  republican  ticket  ? — ^A.  I  did  that.  I  gave 
them  the  straight  republican  ticket  and  no  other  ticket. 

Q.  You  had  no  other  kind  of  tickets? — A.  I  would  not  handle  them.  I  saw  a  good 
many  of  the  other  kind,  but  would  not  handle  them. 

Q.  Every  man  who  wanted  a  republican  ticket  you  gave  him  a  republican  ticket  ?— 
A  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Dublin  Williams  has  not  been  here  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  certain  of  that. 

Q.  Anybody  who  has  passed  himself  off  for  Dublin  Williams  would  not  be  Dublin  ? — 
A  No,  sir,  it  was  not  Dublin ;  he  was  in  bed. 


Gainesville,  January  lly  1877. 
Jim  Adams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  At  Archer  precinct, 
b©xNo.2. 
Q.  Who  were  the  officers  of  election  ?— A.  Green  R.  Moore,  Black,  and  Floyd  Dukes. 
(J.  Which  ticket  did  you  vote  ?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Eugene  Allen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Question.  What  is  your  business? — Answer.  I  am  a  conductor  on  the  Atlantic,  Gulf 
and  West  India  Transit  Railway.    I  voted  this  year  in  Fernandina,  my  home  being  in 
Xassau  County ;  but  two  years  ago  I  was  registered  in  Alachua  County,  and  lived  at 
Archer,  being  railroad  station-agent  there. 
Q.  For  the  sake  of  the  record,  I  will  ask  you,  are  you  a  white  man  ?— A.  I  am. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  yon  vote  at  Archer  on  last  election  ?— A.  I  did  not.' 
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W.  K.  Cessna  recaUed  and  ezamiDed. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QneetioD.  Do  yon  know  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Eugene  Allan  f — Answer.  Aboot 
the  20th  of  November,  I  took  the  affldayits  of  qnite  a  large  number  of  colored  men  at 
Archer,  who  swore  that  they  Toted  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2.  Among  them  was  a  ool- 
ored  man  who  gave  his  name  as  Enj^ne  Allan,  and  swore  that  he  voted  the  republicftn 
ticket  at  Archer  No.  2,  on  the  7th  of  November  last. 

HsxRY  D.  Neil  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Charman  : 
Question.  Are  you  sometimes  called  Henry  Neil  ?— Answer.  Tes,  sir;  that  is  what 
it  is. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t — A,  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  2. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Bepnblican. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Ton  say  your  name  is  Harry  or  Henry  7 — A.  They  call  me  Harry  for  a  corn-field 
namt. 

Q.  How  did  you  give  it  in  when  you  voted  t — A.  Harry  D.  Neil. 

Q.  You  gave  it  in  that  way  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  about  that  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  them  it  was  Harry  simply,  or  did  you  telL  them  Henry  Nesl  f— 
A.  I  said  Harry  D.  Neil. 

Q.  Your  name  is  Hanv  t— A.  Some  folks  say  Harry  or  Henry. 

Q.  Which  do  you  say  T— A.  They  call  me  Harry  in  the  oom-field ;  that  is  the  way; 
but  Henry  is  my  proper  name. 

Q.  Were  you  registered  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  it  on  the  register  T — ^A.  Harry  D.  Neil. 

Q.  Or  Henry  ? — A,  I  £>n't  know  what  the  writer  put  down ;  he  put  it  down  as  he 
pleased ;  I  gave  in  Harry  D.  Neil. 

Q.  You  say  you  gave  at  the  election  Harry  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  read  at  all  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  your  ticket  on  the  day  you  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  give  it  to  T— A.  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Moore,  it  was. 

Q.  Qreen  Moore  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  thatT — A.  Do  you  want  to  know  the  day  f 

Q.  The  time  of  day  T— A.  The  exact  hour  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  About  what  time  f — A.  Before  the  train  came  down. 

Q.  What  time  does  that  go  down  T — A.  About  three  o'clock. 

Q-  Before  that— before  dinner  or  after  dinner  f — A.  I  don't  think  they  stopped  for 
dinner  when  they  were  voting ;  no,  sir. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  Fleming  there  that  day  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  ? — ^A.  I  think  he  was  in  the  house,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  I  would 
not  be  positive  as  to  that  now.  1  think  he  was  in  the  house.  I  did  not  pay  much  at- 
tention to  him,  though  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  a  box  on  the  outside  any  part  of  the  day  T — ^A.  I  may  have 
seen  him,  but  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Was  he  in  one  place  all  day  long,  or  did  he  move  around  ? — A.  I  did  not  pay  much 
attention  to  him.    The  crowd  was  great  in  which  he  was. 

Q.  You  saw  him  in  the  crowd  there  on  the  outside  f — ^A.  I  paid  no  attention  to  him 
there.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Fleminji^  was  sitting  writing  somewhere.  I  think,  if 
my  memory  don't  deceive  me,  he  was  sitting  right  there,  on  one  side  or  other  of  the 
window. 

Q.  Was  there  a  big  crowd  f — ^A.  Mercy  I    Over  an  acre  and  a  half  full. 

Q.  Did  the  boys  talk  pretty  loud  T — ^A.  The  men,  some  of  them,  were  noisy. 

Q.  You  mean  where  Mr.  Fleming  was ;  close  to  the  window  t — ^A.  They  kept  very 
close  to  the  window,  but  they  kept  tolerable  good  order  right  in  front  of  the  window ; 
but  they  talked  louder  forther  away. 

Q.  How  far  was  he  sitting  from  the  window  f — A.  I  think  not  over  three  feet  from 
the  window.    I  think  he  was  there  writing.    I  am  not  positive  in  this. 

Q.  What  sort  of  paper  did  he  have  f  Did  you  notice  that  T— A.  I  don't  know  about 
that;  I  was  very  little  about  the  man.    I  think  he  continued  there. 

Q.  All  day  long,  or  only  part  of  the  day  f— A.  As  long  as  I  staid.  I  left  in  the  even- 
ing train. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  there  in  the  morning  t— A.  I  think  I  went  there  between 
nine  and  ten.    I  live  out  six  miles. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  him  when  you  first  went  there  f— A.  When  I  came  there  I  think  ho 
was  right  there  at  the  same  place  until  I  went  off  to  the  train. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  are  certain  you  voted  the  republican  ticket  T — A.  I  am  certain  I  voted  the 
repnblican  ticket ;  no  mistake  abont  that.    I  can  read  the  ticket  as  good  as  anybody ; 
that  is,  according  to  my  ability. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  think  you  can  read,  according  to  your  ability,  as  well  as  Senator  Cocmer  T — 
A  According  to  my  cornfield  ability.  I  have  learned  in  the  nights  and  Sundays  to 
read ;  and  I  can  write,  too. 

Q.  That  is  very  much  to  your  credit. 


Gainesville,  January  10^1877. 
£.  L.  Young  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Young,  I  ask  yon,  for  the  sake  of  the  record,  the  question,  yon  are  a 
white  man  ? — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election,  on  the  7th  of  November  f — A.  I  voted 
at  Archer,  Florida. 

Q.  Which  box  T— A.  Box  No.  2. 

Q.  Which  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Were  you  there  pretty  much  all  day  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  overlooking  the  elec- 
tion. My  house  is  right  in  front  of  the  polls,  and  I  was  on  the  piazza,  and  overlooked 
the  election  dnring  the  time. 

THE  FLEMING  RECORD. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Fleming  was  there  all  day  f — A.  Well,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  morning,  when  the  |m>11s  were  first  opened,  there  was  quite  a  crowd 
around,  and  a  good  many  voted.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Fleming  at  the  time ;  the  crowd 
may  have  surrounded  him.  I  think  a  good  many  did  vote  without  his  knowledge ; 
that  is  my  impression. 

Q.  From  what  you  observed,  did  he  stay  there  all  day  long,  from  the  time  yon  first 
saw  himf — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not.  About  half  an  hour  or  three  quarters  he  was 
ahaent  during  dinner-^me.    I  noticed  he  was  absent. . 

Q.  You  noticed  it  was  about  half  an  hour  or  three  quarters  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  voting  go  on  during  his  absence  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  re^larlv. 

Q.  He  came  back  and  then  resumed  his  place,  and  was  writing  t — ^A.  He  simply 
took  a  note  of  them  with  a  pencil ;  I  could  see  that  it  was  all  guess-work  and  nothing 
positiTe  about  it. 

Q.  What  sort  of  paper  was  he  writing  upon  ? — ^A.  The  size  of  my  hand. 

Q.  He  was  writing  down  the  names  there  f — A.  He  was  simply  checking  names — 
eheckiog  off  the  number  of  votes. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  writing  the  names  down  T— A.  No,  sir;  just  the  number 
voting.    Because  when  I  voted  myself  he  simply  checked. 

Q.  Was  your  name  on  the  paper  where  he  made  the  check  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  it ;  he 
just  simply  checked  the  vote. 

Q.  Was  he  checking  in  the  form  of  tally  ? — A.  I  think  it  was ;  it  looked  like  tally ; 
yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  time  did  you  vote,  Mr.  Young?— A.  I  was  abont  the  last  one  who  voted. 

Q.  The  last  one  that  voted  f— A.  About  the  last  one. 

Q.  Mr.  Fleming  was  there  then  T — ^A.  He  was  sitting  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Near  the  window  T — ^A.  He  was  sitting  down  on  a  little  block  near  the  window. 
,  Q.  Near  the  window ;  and  yon  saw  him  at  the  time,  and  he  had  a  pencil  f — A.  Yes, 
Btr. 

Q.  And  you  think  he  was  tallying  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  he  was  doing,  you  think  f— A.  That  was  my  idea. 

Q.  You  saw  the  paper  t — ^A.  Yes.  sir ;  it  was  an  ordinary  slip  of  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  names  on  it  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  simply  figures. 

Q.  Simply  figures  T— A.  That  is  what  I  mentioned  at  the  time  to  my  brother-in-law, 
J-  J.  Helveeton,  "  Sam  is  trying  to  figure  up  the  number  of  men  that  vote ;  but  I  think 
he  will  make  a  mistake,  as  he  has  been  absent  during  the  day,  and  when  many  voted 
'^  the  morning." 

Q.  When  did  yon  see  him  there  first  ?— A.  I  saw  Mr.  Fleming  there  about  ten  minutes 
**j«  the  polls  were  opened. 

Q.  Was  he  there  aU  day,  except  the  time  he  went  to  dinner  f— A.  Except  the  time 
■^hen  he  went  to  dinner. 
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Q.  At  the  time  when  he  went  to  dinner,  were  they  still  voting ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  still 
voting. 

Q.  The  inspectors  did  not  adjonm  the  election  for  dinner  ? — ^A.  Well,  what  time  they 
acyonmed  the  election  I  disremember  exactly,  bnt  I  think  Mr.  Fleming  went  to  dinner 
before  the  polls  dosed  for  dinner. 

Q.  Are  yon  as  snre  of  that  as  of  any  other  fact  yon  testified  to  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  im 
confident. 

Q.  That  he  went  to  dinner  while  they  were  voting! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Abont  what  time  did  they  adjoom  for  dinner  f--A.  Abont  what  time  f 

Q.  Yes. — A.  The  exact  time  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  they  stop  taking  in  votes  when  they  went  to  dinner — when  the  inspector! 
went  to  dinner,  or  did  they  have  a  recess  f — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  they  had  i 
recess  or  not. 

Q.  Yon  don't  recollect  how  that  was  f — A.  I  don't  remember  exactly  at  what  time. 
I  was  at  dinner  myself,  and  I  cannot  tell  whether  there  was  any  voting  going  on  or 
not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  that  was  T— A.  No,  sir. 


Gainesville.  January  9, 1877. 

REPUBUCAN  MEETING  FIRED  INTO. 

William  K.  Cessna  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  Gainesville,  Fla. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  f — ^A.  Between  ten  and  twelve  years. 

Q.  What  State  are  yon  from  ? — A.  My  native  State  is  Pennsylvania,  but  I  am  here 
from  Ohio. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  T — A.  Well,  sir,  I  miffht  say  that  I  am  a  farmer. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  legislature  f — ^A.  Ofthe  present  legislature,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  elected  at  the  last  election  f — A.  Elected  at  the  last  election. 

Q.  By  what  majority,  as  declared  T — A.  Seven  hundred  and  something.  I  have  for- 
gotten. 

Q.  So  you  are  elected  beyond  any  disputed  votes  of  any  kind  T — A.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  your  jK>litics  T — A.  I  have  acted  with  the  republican  party. 

Q.  And  acted  with  it  here,  did  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  Archer  precinct  in  any  way,  on  the  day  of 
election  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  within  eight  miles. 

Q.  Where  were  you  T — ^A.  Barnes's  Store  precinct. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  box  after  the  election,  or  before  or  after  thej 
were  brought  up  here  7~A.  Nothing  whatever,  except  I  received  a  duplicate  return  ss 
judge  of  probate. 

Q.  That  agreed  with  the  other  return,  did  itf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  agreed. 

Q.  You  were  at  that  time  Judge  of  probate  of  this  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  requested  by  the  republicans  to  represent  them  before  the  county  can- 
vassing board  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was. 

Q.  Who  appeared  on  the  other  side,  for  the  democrats  f— A.  Well,  quite  a  number, 
Judge  Dawkins  at  their  head. 

Q.  And  yon,  at  the  request  ofthe  republicans,  went  there  to  argue  points  of  law,  or 
to  see  that  the  canvass  was  made  properly  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  appeared  as  an  attorney  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  appeared  as  an  attorney. 

Q.  But  with  the  casting  of  the  vote,  or  the  control  of  the  voters,  or  the  counting  of 
that  vote,  or  returning  them  to  the  county,  or  the  canvass,  yon  had  nothing  to  do  ex- 
cept that  at  the  time  ofthe  canvass,  at  the  request  of  the  republicans,  you  represented 
them  before  the  board  f — A.  That  was  alL 

Q.  I  see  by  the  New  York  Herald  of  a  recent  date  that  a  reporter  says  that  the  sub- 
committee of  the  House  has  arrived  at  Washington,  and  stated  yon  were  guilty  of  fraud 
at  Archer. — ^A.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  voting  of  the  ballots  whatever,  nor  the 
papers,  nor  never  did  I  touch  them,  except  the  return,  which  was  delivered  to  me. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  name  is  connected  with  anything  of  that  kind,  it  is  a  ffratoitons 
fjEJsehood  T~A.  It  is  a  gratuitous  falsehood ;  for,  on  account  of  being  a  candidate,  I  de- 
clined to  act  with  the  county  canvassers,  and  after  I  declined  the  sheriff  was  elected 
in  my  stead. 

Q.  Now,  before  the  election  took  place,  did  yon  request  any  prominent  repnblican  or 
republicans  residing  in  this  county  to  be  at  Archer  to  see  that  things  were  fairly  done 
there  f ^A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Who  f — A.  I  requested  Mr.  Dennis,  for  one.  and  spoke  to  some  others.  I  don't  recol- 
lect now  who  they  were.    I  thought  it  was  well  to  be  represented  there,  neoauae  I  had 
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received  an  anonymoas  letter  saying  that  Black  and  Moore  had  sold  ns  out  to  the  demo- 
crats, and  were  putting  up  a  job  on  us;  and  Captain  Dennis  received  also  a  similar  let- 
itt,  or  two ;  one  I  saw,  and  I  think  he  told  me  ne  had  another.  For  that  reason  I  ad- 
Tised  it. 

Q.  Ton  advised  Mr.  Vance  to  go  down  there  on  election-day  to  see  that  no  job  was 
pnt  up  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Vance  a  man  of  good  character  T— A.  So  far  as  I  know  he  is  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent character;  I  know  nothing  whatever  against  the  man. 

Q.  Mr.  Vance  is  an  intelligent  colored  man  f— A.  Yes ;  quite  so.  He  is  a  teacher  by 
profiBesion. 

Q.  A  sober,  good  man  t^A.  I  never  saw  him  drunk  in  my  life,  and  I  have  seen  him 
very  frequent!^. 

Q.  He  lives  m  this  town,  on  the  opposite  corner,  I  believe  T — A.  For  the  present  he 
has  been  living  in  the  country.  He  has  been  teaching  last  season  through  the  sum- 
mer and  fall,  and  he  left  here  to  go  down. 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter  which  yon  refer  to  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  I  wish  to  state 
that  at  the  time  I  did  not  regard  it  as  anything  remarkable,  but  thought  we  had  bet- 
ter guard  against  it ;  that  was  all.  I  did  not  hardly  think  it  was  true.  I  thought  it 
iras  more  of  a  scare  than  anything  else;  still,  I  thought  it  well  enough  to  guard 
against  it. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  a  meeting  which  is  referred  to  by  Captain  Dennis  in  his  tes- 
timony as  taking  place  ixi  this  town,  where  he  and  Mr.  Brown  spoke,  on  the  2l8t  of 
August,  at  the  academy  f— A.  Yes;  I  was  present.    I  was  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

Q.  State  what  took  place  at  that  meeting. — ^A.  Well,  I  will  tell  the  whole  story.  We 
had  what  is  known  as  a  Hayes  and  Wheeler  club  here,  and  had  meetings  here. 

Q.  In  this  town  ?— A.  In  Gainesville.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  town.  On  this  occasion  Mr. 
Brown  made  a  request  to  be  allowed  to  speak. 

Q.  Is  he  a  democrat  f — A.  He  is  a  democrat. 

Q.  Was  it  acceded  to  t— A.  We  waived  the  rules  of  the  meeting  and  the  request  was 
granted.  He  then  made  an  address  upon  the  subject  of  the  county  finances,  and  mat- 
ters of  that  character,  and  Captain  Dennis  was  replying  to  him.  While  he  was  talk- 
ing, there  were  two  pistol-shots  fired  off  at  the  corner  of  the  housci  which  broke  up  the 
meeting  for  the  time,  and  created  perfect  confusion. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  men  run  out  of  the  building  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  greater  part  of  them, 
and  blew  out  the  lights.    I  do  not  know  but  what  I  blowed  out  one  of  them  myself. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  blowing  out  the  lights  f — ^A.  At  the  time,  so  that  they 
coold  not  see  to  shoot  anvbody  if  they  were  shooting  at  the  building. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  flash  of  the  pistols  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did,  sir. 

^.  You  did  not  know  where  the  bullets  went  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Nobody  was  actually  struck  f  — A.  No,  sir ;  nobody  was  actually  struck.  I  would 
have  known  of  it  if  they  were. 

Q.  Did  the  meeting  get  back  together  after  that  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  after  some  time  they 
same  back. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Brown  return  to  the  meeting  f — ^A.  Only  for  a  short  time.  He  left,  think- 
ing perhaps  his  wife  would  be  frightened  about  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  the  subject  oi  discussion  that  night  f — A.  County  finances. 

Q.  Mr.  Brown  was  allowed  to  make  his  address  and  Mr.  Dennis  replied  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  extraordinary  about  Mr.  Dennis's  speech  ? — A.  Well,  nothing 
more  than  usual.  His  speeches  are  usually  very  pointed,  out  not  personal  points. 
There  was  not  anything  of  that  character  in  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Dennis  is  an  old  resident  of  this  place  f  — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  resided  here  for 
some  time. 

Q.  How  long,  do  you  think  f~A.  I  should  say  in  the  county  and  in  the  town  as  long 
as  eight  years. 

Q.  Is  be  a  man  of  good  character  ?— A.  Well,  I  regard  him  as  a  man  of  rare  and  extra 
character. 

Q.  His  family  are  here,  I  believe  T— A.  His  family  has  been  here.  At  present  they 
are  away.    He  is  a  man  who  always  pays  his  debts. 

Q*  H®  **  regarded  as  an  honorable  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  anybody  would 
hesitate  to  trust  him  for  any  amount  he  would  agree  to  pay. 

Q.  Are  there  any  prejudices  against  him  politically  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  strong  prejudices 
against  him  politically. 

Q.  Is  he  an  active  republican  T — A.  Considered  very  active. 

Q-  A  very  full  statement  of  Captain  Dennis's  testimony  was  published  in  the  New 
York  Times.    Did  you  see  that  statement?— A.  I  saw  a  portion  of  it,  sir. 

Q.  The  part  that  was  in  the  Times  t->A.  I  did  not  reaa  it  all.  I  read  a  portion,  then 
something  turned  up,  and  I  did  not  finish  it.    It  was  while  I  was  at  Tallahassee. 

Q.  Vfhzk  portion  did  you  read  f—A.  In  relation  to  the  school-house  here,  and  I  think 
something  about  a  man  being  killed  out  in  the  country  somewhere. 
Q.  Do  you  mean  Senator  Johnson  ?— A.  No,  sir;  a  colored  man. 
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Q.  Who  was  killed  oi#his  plantation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  or  near  to  there. 

Q.  What  ore  the  facts  in  this  county,  so  far  as  to  it  being  pleasant  or  unpleasant  to 
be  a  republican  here — a  white  republican,  if  you  have  no  hesitation  in  testifyinff  f— A. 
Well,  sir,  some  look  at  these  things  in  a  different  light  from  what  I  do.  Now  I  h^n 
received  anonymous  letters  marked  "  Ku-Klux,''  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  directing 
me  to  leave  within  ten  days,  and  specifying  the  time ;  if  not,  I  should  lick  the  dost. 
I  also  had  things  stuck  up  on  my  door  to  the  same  effect.  I  must  say  I  never  got  yery 
much  frightened  about  it ;  not  enough  to  make  me  carry  couoeiJed  weapons ;  bat 
there  are  very  many  men  who  tell  me  that  they  are  afraid  to  express  themselves  politi- 
cally ;  afraid  lest  their  business  or  something  of  that  kind  should  be  injured. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  After  the  shooting  at  the  academy  did  you  find  any  bullets  anywhere  ? — A.  I  did 
not  look. 

Q.  Was  there  any  examination  for  bullets  f  ~A.  I  don't  know  as  to  that. 

Q.  At  that  time  f— A.  I  don't  know;  some  time  after  the  meeting,  night  drew  on; of 
•course  it  was  dark.    I  don't  think  there  was  any  examination  then. 

Q.  There  were  no  indications  on  the  inside  of  the  room  of  bullets  having  struck  f— 
A.  I  did  not  examine. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  examination  made  that  night? — A  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  meeting  re-assembled  afterward  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  say  within  half  an 
hour  afterward. 

Q.  Within  a  half-hour  afterward,  and  the  speeches  continued  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  of 
a  different  character.    The^  did  not  continue  upon  the  financial  question. 

Q.  Still,  they  went  on  with  the  speaking  in  the  club  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  you  have  had  a  sreat  many  republican  meetings  here,  have  you  not,  during 
the  canvass  T— A.  Every  Friday  night 

Q.  The  speaking  was  kept  up  after  that— I  meaji  the  club  meetings  were  kept  np 
after  that,  and  speaking  T— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  interruption f— A.  No,  sir;  they  had  g^aards  out  after  that. 

Q.  You  never  had  any  other  interruption  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  reason  to  implicate  any  person  as  guilty  of  that  f— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  testimony  pointing  to  any  individual  or  set  of  individuals  f—A. 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  arrested? — ^A.  It  seems  to  me  there  was  somebody  arrested.  I 
could  not  state  who. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  it  was  ? — A.  I  am  not  positive  there  was  anybody  arrested : 
it  is  just  an  impression. 

Q.  Did  the  authorities  take  any  measures  in  any  way  to  find  out  7— A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  t— A.  They  gave  notice.  There  was  a  reward  offered  for  any  one 
Ending  the  party. 

Q.  That  would  find  the  party  who  was  guilty  of  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  that  offered  by  T — A.  The  town  authorities. 

Q.  How  much,  do  you  know  f — A.  Fifty  dollars.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  amount,  but 
I  think  that  was  it. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  $50  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  public  notice  was  given  of  the  offer? — A.  It  was  published  in  the  news- 
papers. 

Q.  Are  the  town  authorities  republican  or  democratic?— A.  I  think  the  migority  of 
the  town  council  are  democratic. 

Q.  And  they  offered  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  person  guilty  of  it  ? — A 
That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that  there  was  any  implication  of  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Archer  precinct  returns,  except  those 
delivered  to  you  as  county  judge? — ^A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  Was  that  copy  delivered  to  you  signed  by  the  proper  officers  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  signed  with  the  same  handwriting  and  ink  ? — A.  I  am  not  an  adept 
when  you  come  to  handwriting.  I  am  not  much  of  a  penman,  but  it  was  signed  with 
the  same  names. 

Q.  The  same  names  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  writing  that  was  there  purport  to  be  written  by  the  persons  them- 
selves ? — A.  The  signatures  of  it  purported  to  be  written  by  the  persons  themselves, 
but  one  si^ed  by  marks— Floyd  Dukes  signed  by  a  mark. 

Q.  All  signed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  POrX-LIST. 

Q.  And  that  return  corresponded  with  the  return  before  the  county  oanvassiag- 
board  ? — A.  We  compared  them. 
Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  county  canvass  ? — A.  I  was. 
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Q.  When  the  box  was  opened  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  poll-list  of  Archer  preoinct  then  f — A.  I  saw  what  purported  to 
be  the  DoU-list. 

Q.  Where  was  that— in  the  box  or  left  with  the  clerk  ? — A.  I  saw  it  on  the  table ;  I 
cannot  say  that  I  saw  it  in  the  box,  but  my  impression  is  that  it  was  in  the  box. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  in  consnltation  with  others  you  induced  Mr.  Vance  to  go  there  to 
Archer  precinct  ?— A.  I  advised  it. 

Q.  After  consultation  among  you  f — A.  We  talked  with  Captain  Dennis,  and,  I  think, 
possibly  we  talked  with  Barnes  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Vance  about  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  with  him. 

Q.  To  go  to  Archer  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  election  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  say  yo  or  suspicions  were  aroused  from  a  communication  which  impli- 
cated Moore  and  Black  as  selling  out  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  anonymous  letters  received. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  either*of  them  had  sold  out.  or  have  yon  any 
reason  now  to  suppose  that  they  had  sold  outf — A.  Moore  and  Black  the  letter 
named — well,  sir,  I  don't  know  that  I  could  answer  your  question. 

Q.  You  still  have  unshaken  confidence  in  Mr.  Black,  have  you  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Q.  That  he  oondncted  everything  correctly  down  there  7 — ^A.  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  That  is  your  impression  still  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  he  is  still  a  good  republican  in  every  way,  and  never  sold  out  to  the  democ- 
racy f — ^A.  I  don't  think  he  did.  • 

Q.  Yon  can  state  what  further  yon  have  in  your  mind. — ^A.  My  impression 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  He  asks  your  opinion  about  the  thing. 
Senator  Coofbr.  Abont  this  man. 

WHAT   THE  WITNESS  BELIBVKS. 

A.  My  impression  is  that  there  were  some  ballots  stnck  Into  the  box— democratic 
ballots— ana  that  these  names,  or  sheets  with  names  on,  were  stuck  in  among  the 
poll-papers. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  think  democratic  ballots  were  stuck  in  f — ^A.  Because  we  find  nearly 
all  the  republicans  represented  in  it  there ;  that  is  the  only  reason  for  it. 

ONLY  TEN  OR  TWELVE  DEMOCRATS  VOTED  THERE. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  abont  the  democrats  ? — A.  We  cannot  find  any  democrats  who  voted  there, 
i.  e.,  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Soppose  yon  make  it  that  way. — A.  What  way  f 

(^.  If  the  colored  people  who  voted  tbere  were  all  republicans,  would  not  a  fair  count 
of  the  democrats,  adding  the  number  that  was  polled  by  them — would  that  not  have 
given  a  larger  republican  minority  f — A.  My  impression  is  that  we  have  a  right  to  a 
larger  republican  majority  than  reported. 

Q.  Suppose  in  the  316  votes  you  got  all  the  colored  f — A.  It  would  be  larger  than 
now. 

Q.  A  larger  minority  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  make  that  outt  Figure  on  it. — A.  I  make — snppose  316  ballots 
polled,  and  280  of  them  were  republicans,  the  majority  is 

Q.  263!-A.  No. 

Q.  399  to  136,  is  it  not,  now  f ^A.  Yon  mean  at  that  box  only.  I  understood  you  to 
mean  the  whole  precinct. 

Q.  I  mean  this  box  alone.~A.  I  understand  what  you  are  talking  about  now.  There 
are  316 

Q.  You  say  one  hundred  ballots  were  stuffed  in  T — A.  I  say  that  is  my  impression. 

Q.  Take  it  as  316  votes^  and  280  of  them  were  colored,  who  all  voted  republican.— 
A.  ^  of  them. 

The  Chairman.  More  than  that — 303  already  sworn  here. 

Senator  Cooper.  About  280. 

The  Chairman.  303  sworn,  or  sworn  to— only  a  small  proportion  sworn  to. 

Senator  Teller.  We  had  263  yesterday. 

The  Chairman.  283  yesterday— witnesses. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Put  it  on  tny  basis,  316,  and  280  colored  people  that  voted.- A.  That  would  be  36 
<l«aiocratB  against  280  republicans. 

^Kow  subtract,  and  what  is  your  majority  f    Take  36  from  yonr  280. 

The  Chairman.  Three  hundred  and  sixteen  is  the  whole  vote. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

<).  Take  that  fh>m  280  and  yon  have  the  majority.— A.  That  will  leave  244. 
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Q.  Two  hundred  and  forty-fonr  have  yon  got  now  f  How  much  is  there  on  that  now 
as  canvassed  f — A.  As  canvassed,  263. 

Q.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-three.  How  do  the  democrats  make  anything  by  stuff- 
ing f  Ton  said  your  impression  is  that  democratic  ballots  were  put  in  the  box,  and 
also  the  names  among  the  papers  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  would  they  mase  by  that  operation  ? — A.  If  they  had  not  done  it  they 
wouldn't  have  bad  136  ballots. 

Q.  Suppose  they  did ;  it  must  have  been  stuffed  to  399  republicans  at  the  same 
time  T — A.  O,  no. 

Q.  Why  f— A.  I  don't  think  that. 

Q.  If  there  was  stuffing  done  at  all  f— A.  If  there  was  stuffing  done  at  all. 

Q.  If  you  took  the  ballots  as  canvassed,  it  was  136. 

Senator  Teller.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  take  36  off  T 

Senator  Cooper.  You  have  not  voted  399. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  proved  up  to  this  time  306  republican  votes,  and  I  have 
some  more  witnesses  here  ready  to  testify.    Now  you  take  306  from  316. 

Senator  Cooper.  Yon  take  it  abd  what  will  you  make  it  t 

The  Chairman.  Take  ten  democrat  votes,  take  that  from  306,  and  it  leaves  296 
republican  minority. 

Senator  Teller.  Suppose  we  add  399  republican  votes ;  they  must  have  put  in  136, 
and  say  they  had  10. 

Senator  Cooper.  Unquestionably,  if  you  had  399. 

Senator  Teller.  That  is  what  we  assume,  and  we  are  in  process  of  proving. 

The  Witness.  We  would  like  to  see  the  democratic  vot-e  proved. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Take  the  proof  as  it  is,  and  don't  assume  anything  about  how  they  were  voted; 
there  was  fraud  perpetrated,  according  to  your  belief? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  EXTENT  OP  THE  FRAUD. 

Q.  To  what  extent  t— A.  To  nearly  the  extent  of  that  136  votes. 
Q.  How  do  you  make  that  out?    Don't  you  believe  that  136  votes  were  counted 
out  f — A.  Yes ;  I  believe  some  were  stuffed  into  the  box  at  noon. 

Q.  Who  had  control  of  it  f— A.  Green  Moore  and  Iiloyd  Dukes,  and  Black  toa  It 
seems  at  noon  a  part  of  the  inspectors  went  to  dinner  and  left  a  part  there. 

Q.  Who  did  it — who  went  to  dinner  and  left  the  other  party  T — A.  I  don't  know 
which  ones. 

Q.  Have  you  any  infonnation  of  which  ones  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  f — A.  Mr.  Vance  went  at  one  time. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  go  with?— A.  I  don't  remember;  I  don't  think  that  I  know  whom 
he  did  go  with. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  information  of  Mr.  Dukes  and  Mr.  Moore  leaving  the  control  of  the 
box  at  any  one  time  to  the  others  ? — A.  I  have  information  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Dukes 
was  left  entirely  alone  at  one  time. 

Q.  Whom  did  yon  get  that  from  ?— A.  I  think  I  got  that  from  Frank  Brown,  or  Dave, 
I  am  not  certain  which. 

Q.  David  Brown,  or  whom  ?— A.  Frank  Brown. 

Q.  Have  you  any  such  statement  from  either  of  the  inspectors  or  clerk  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
I  never  talked  with  them  on  the  subject,  that  I  remember. 

Q.  You  read  their  testimony  before  the  committee  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  the  whole  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  read  a  portion  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  not  testify  before  this  committee  that  everything  was  done  fairly  there t— 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  they  did  testify. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  ?— A.  Mr.  Moore,  for  instance 

Q.  I  am  speaking  now  of  Mr.  Vance  and  Mr.  Black.— A.  I  have  read  very  little  of 
their  testimony. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  it  ?— A.  I  have  heard  a  little  of  Mr.  Vance's  in  rela- 
t  ion  to  the  affidavit ;  that  was  ^1. 

Q.  Mr.  Vance's  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. ' 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  testify  at  all  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  election  there  ?— A.JNo, 
sir;  I  didn't  hear  him. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  evidence  at  the  cauvassing-board  here  ? — A.  He  didn't  testify 
here  at  all. 

Q.  Or  anybody  ? — A.  I  think  some  affidavits  were  filed. 

Q.  Filed  ?— A.  The  affidavits  of  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Dukes. 

Q.  No  other?— A.  The  republicans  generally  filed  no  affidavits  at  that  canvass. 

Q.  Those  other  men  were  examinea  ?— A.  Which  other  men  ? 

Q.  Vance  and  Black. — A.  Both  ?    No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  not  ? — A.  No.  sir ;  not  at  the  county  canvass. 

Q.  Not  examined  at  all  ? — A.  Not  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Never  heard  of  them  before  the  State  canvass  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Neither  of  them  being  beard  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  present  at  the  State  canvass. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  know,  of  yonr  own  knowledge,  that  any  wrong  was  done  at  the  ballot- 
box  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  What  yoa  have  spoken  of  is  an  opinion  of  what  happened  f—'A.  Yes,  sir ;  just  as 
I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Sargent. 

Q.  You  were  not  uieret — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there,  and,  of  coarse 

Q.  Know  nothing  of  it  except  what  was  in  the  ballot-box — there  left  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  have  iuiormation  that  Dakes  was  left  alone  in  possession  of  the  box  T — ^A. 
Tee,  sir ;  I  have  information  to  that  effect. 

THB  POLL-LIST  ON  LOpSE  SHEKTS. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  examine  the  poll-list  as  returned  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Yoa  didn*t  look  at  it  at  all  f — ^A.  I  didn't  examine  it  at  all.    I  have  seen  it. 

Q.  Was  it  on  different  sheets  of  paper  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  on  different  sheets  of  paper. 

Q-  ^ovL  didn't  examine  it  closely  f— A.  No^  sir ;  I  dia  not. 

Q.  Have  yoa  any  recollection  of  it  being  in  different  handwriting  in  any  way  T— A. 
I  didn't  examine  it. 

Q.  Yoa  didn't  examine  it  enough  to  know f— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  examine  it.  It  is 
JQst  an  impression  or  inference,  or  theory,  you  may  say. 

Q,  Theory  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  only  fact  on  which  yon  base  the  theory  was  the  fact  that  it  was  left  in 
posseseion  of  Dukes  one  time  alone  f — ^A.  No ;  not  that  itself.    We  can  find  nearly  all 
the  republicans,  but  we  can't  find  the  democrats— can't  find  but  ten  or  twelve.    That 
is  why  I  think  democratic  votes  were  put  in  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  notice  that  poll-list  enough  to  know  whether  it  was  stuck  together  with 
mocilage  or  was  loose  sheets  f — ^A.  Loose  sheets. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  any  part  of  it  fastened  with  mucilage  f — A.  I  don't  think  bat  a 
single  sheet  was  stuck  together  with  mucilage. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  was  in  sheets  when  it  was  handed  to  you  f — A.  This  way  it  was 
handed  to  me. 

Q.  Not  stuck  together  before  the  county  canvassiug-board  T— A.  No,  sir ;  I  speak  of 
the  canvassing-board. 

Q.  I  notice  this  report  on  it.  The  New  York  Herald  mentions  a  suspicions  circum- 
stance that  appeared,  that  this  list  was  stuck  on  to  the  rest  with  mucilage;  that  was 
not  80,  was  it  T— A.  I  don't  recollect  it  so. 

Q.  After  that  meeting  was  dispersed,  before  it  re-assembled,  did  the  republicans  rush 
out  and  fire  pistols  in  any  direction  ;  did  they  fire  some  under  the  house  ? — A.  Some 
pistols  were  fired  under  the  honse  under  the  impression  that  some  one  was  under  there. 

Q.  The  republicans  took  their  weapons  to  the  meeting,  or  had  their  weapons  with 
them  1 — A.  Some  of  them  had ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Let  me  see  if  I  understand  exactly  what  your  testimony  is.  With  reference  to 
that  list,  considering  the  fact  that  yon  can  find  about  the  number  of  republicans  that 
was  returned  as  voting  there,  and  only  about  a  dozen  or  fifteen  democrats,  and  the 
further  circumstance  that  you  are  informed  that  Floyd  Dukes,  some  time  during  the 
day,  had  the  ballot-box  to  himself,  you  account  for  the  large  democratic  vote  there, 
and  names  apparently  on  the  poll-list  unknown  to  people  here,  by  the  theory  that 
some  person  put  a  considerable  number  of  democratic  ballots  into  the  box,  and  at  the 
same  time  put  a  prepared  sheet  of  names  among  the  poll-list  papers  f — ^A.  That  is  the 
only  way  I  can  account  for  it. 

Q.  You  say  that  is  the  only  way  you  can  reason  it  out  ?— A.  I  don't  say  Floyd 
Dukes  did  it. 

Q   You  don't  know  who  did  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  an  inteligent  man  or  a  stupid  man  ? — ^A.  He  is  a  man  that  cannot  read  or 
write. 

Q.  More  than  that,  is  he  not  a  man  of  dense  stupidity  f  — A.  He  is  a  man  who  gets 
tight  sometimes.    I  would  not  like  to  say  that  he  is  a  man  of  dense  stupidity,  but  he 
is  not  a  smart  man.    Possibly  this  article  that  you  refer  to  in  the  Her^d  referred  to 
the  returns. 
Q.  Not— A.  To  the  certificate  of  the  result. 

Q.  Ko,  sir ;  it  referred  distinctly  to  the  poll-list,  and  said  that  there  were  some  names 
fasteoed  on  to  the  other  sheet  of  the  poll-list  by  mucilage,  and  it  was  proved  that  there 
was  no  mucilage  at  that  polling-place  that  day,  which  was  a  circumstance  proving  con- 
clusively republican  frauds. — A.  What  they  are  driving  at  there  was  this  :  the  county 
certificate  of  the  result,  sent  out  by  the  secretary  of  state,  seemed  to  have  been  printed 
in  accordance  with  a  forme^oae,  with  no  electors  to  be  elected ;  then  they  had  separate 
slips  with  sufficient  room  m  the  electors  to  be  put  on,  and  that  was  pasted  on  the  re- 
tam  with  mucilage ;  I  think  that  was  it. 

Q.  So  the  reporter  has  apparently  blundered ;  the  return  of  the  electors  was  pasted 
on  a  blank  which  had  no  space  for  them  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  was  it. 

8.  Rep.  611,  p.  2 12 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  was  the  point  made  before  the  congressional  committee  about  pasting  f — A. 
I  don't  know  that  that  was  made  in  particular. 

Q.  When  you  produced  it,  was  it  not? — A.  There  was  some  talk  about -this  sheet ;  I 
heard  them  speaking  of  its  being  pasted  over  a  portion  of  Moore's  name. 

Qj  Moore's  name,  as  though  it  was  done  after  the  signature  was  made  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  point ;  the  slip  was  pasted  over  a  blank  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  after  a  particular  return  f — A.  No ;  they  were  sent  out  in  sheets  and  pasted  on  by 
the  inspectors. 

Q.  Didn't  the  clerks  send  them  out  pasted  on  f — A.  There  was  no  pasting  on  where 
I  was.    I  don't  know  about  that  precinct. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  At  Barnes's  store  it  was  sent  detached  f — A.  Sent  detached.    That  is  the  only  one 
I  know  about  definitely. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  This  was  pasted  over  a  part  of  Moore's  name,  and  by  mucilage  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
didn't  regard  it  as  anything  peculiar  at  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  put  it  on  there  f — A.  It  was  on  when  I  got  it.  I  swear  to  that  posi- 
tively. 

Q.  It  was  on  when  yon  got  it  f — A.  I  didn't  open  them  until  I  opened  them  before 
the  canvassing-board  at  our  office. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  the  electoral  vote  on  the  pasted  slip  correspond  with  the  vote  for  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor ;  were  the  two  numbers  or  figures  right  ? — ^A.  The  figures 
were. 

Q.  The  figures  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  were  on  an  ordinary  blank ;  but 
the  figures  on  the  ticket  for  electors  were  on  this  different  slip  7 — ^A.  On  this  different 
slip. 

Q.  Was  there  any  discrepancy  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  the  point  that  Mr.  Thompson  partico- 
larly  seemed  to  harp  upon  was  that  I  mislaid  the  paper.    It  had  got  into  my  oouit- 

gapers,  and  I  could  not  find  it,  thinking  it  was  in  an  envelope.  But  on  Sunday  I  got 
old  of  these  court-papers,  and  on  looking  over  them  I  found  it  among  them.  Tost 
was  what  he  got  mad  about.  He  got  on  a  high  horse.  I  did  not  know  but  whst  he 
was  going  to  bull-doze  me. 

Q.  How  did  he  get  mad ;  you  do  not  mean  the  chairman  of  the  House  committee  got 
mad  at  you  when  you  were  on  the  witness-stand  t — A.  Yes',  sir ;  he  seemed  to  be  very 
much  excited. 

Q.  How  did  he  show  the  excitement  T— A.  By  slinging  his  arms  [indicating]  and 
stamping  his  feet. 
Q.  At  you  ;  in  yonr  direction  f — A.  In  niy  direction. 
Q,  Was  his  face  angry  or  flushed  T — A.  Flushed ;  very  red. 
Q.  Did  he  talk  in  a  loud  voice  f — ^A.  In  a  loud  voice. 

Q.  Did  he  examine  you  as  a  witness  in  that  way  f — A.  He  examined  me  as  a  witoew 
in  that  way. 

Q.  You  don'*  ^efer  to  Mr.  Thompson,  chairman  of  the  House  committee  T — ^A.  I  refer 
to  Mr.  Thompson,  chairman  of  the  House  committee ;  the  gentleman  from  Massaohn- 
setts. 

Q.  Was  that  his  style  in  examining  you  alone  T— A.  He  examined  a  good  many 
others  in  the  same  style.  Mr.  Vance  has  reported  him  as  using  that  style  with  him, 
and  others  spoke  of  it. 

Q.  I  want  what  you  saw  yourself.    Did  you  see  him  examining  others  f — A.  I  saw  him 
examining  Mr.  Tucker. 
Q.  Is  he  a  democrat  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  his  manner  quite  different  with  him  f — A.  O,  yes ;  he  was  gentle  and  mild 
with  him. 

Q.  I  do  not  wish  to  investigate  the  House  committee ;  but  I  wish  to  test  your  reooK 
lection.  Are  yon  positive  about  his  manner  and  talk  to  you  when  you  were  a  witness 
on  the  stand  ? — ^A.  In  asking  me  questions,  he  would  say,  *^  You  did  so  and  bo  ;  why  did 
you  do  so  and  so  f" 

Q.  Did  he  ask  these  questions  with  a  flushed  face  and  angry  manner  and  with  a  lood 
voice  t — ^A.  A  loud  voice  and  flushed  face ;  yes,  sir.    He  would  get  upon  his  feet.    He 
did  not  sit  on  a  chair,  and  would  come  this  way  at  me  [indicating]  and  stamp  his  feet. 
Senator  Teller,  (to  the  chairman.)  Who  was  that  other  witness  who  spoke  about 
that  f  gj. 

The  Chairman.  Vance;  Thomas  H.Vance;  said  it  inten^rcd  with  his  recollection. 
Senator  Cooper.  I  shall  object  to  Massachdsetts  men  being  sent  down  here,  as  they 
n*t  get  the  truth. 
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GAiKESViLLEy  January  10, 1677* 

THE  CANVA88  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2. 

Floyd  Dukes  sworn  and  examined : 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Qnestion.  Where  do  yon  reside,  Dukes  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  At  Archer  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  there  on  the  day  of  election  f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  yon  an  ofiScer  of  the  election  t — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  oflQcer  f— A.  Inspector  of  No.  2  box. 

Q.  Who  served  with  yonf — ^A.  Green  R.  Moore  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Black;  Mr.  Vance 
was  the  clerk. 

Q.  Did  yon  condnct  the  election  as  inspector  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  yon  read  or  write  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  took  in  the  votes  f— A.  Green  R.  Moore  took  in  a  portion  of  them  in  the 
window  and  handed  them  to  me,  and  I  poked  them  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  he  take  them  all  in  ?~A.  Not  all  of  them ;  he  took  in  the  larger  portion  of 
ihcoD. 

Q.  Yon  put  them  in  the  box  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  handed  them  to  me. 

Q.  Did  yon  adjonm  any  time  dnring  the  day  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  timef — A.  I  supposed  it  was  twelve  o'clock;  I  don't  know  particularly 
wbat  time.    We  adjonrned  for  ten  minutes. 

Q.  For  ten  minutes  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  was  it. 

Q.  Did  yon  all  go  out  f — A.  Not  all  at  once ;  we  did  not. 

Q.  Who  went  out  T — A.  Me  and  Mr.  Black  went  out  together. 

Q.  Yon  and  Mr.  Black  went  out  together  T—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  yon  came  back  did  the  others  go  ontT — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Vance  and  Mr. 
Moore  went  out  together. 

Q.  Who  was  the  clerk ;  who  did  the  writing? — A.  Mr.  Vance. 

Q.  Did  yon  stay  until  it  was  counted  out — Si\  of  them,  the  tickets  f — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  they  announce  the  result  t — A.  They  did. 

Q.  How  was  it  T — ^A.  You  mean  announcing  the  result — bow  many  was  polled  T 

Q.  Yes.— A.  As  far  as  I  pronounced  how  many  was  polled  in  the  box,  Mr.  Drew  had 
136 ;  Hr.  Steams,  180. 

Q.  Steams,  180  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  the  same  way  with  the  others,  or  was  there  any  difference  f— A.  I  ooold 
soft  pronounce  an  vthing  more  than  the  governor. 

Q.  More  than  the  governor  f~A.  So  far  as  the  President,  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Yon  cannot  telTso  far  as  the  President  is  concemed  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  the  returns  then  T—A.  The  returns  then  at  the  time— Mr. 
Vaoee,  he  rolled  the  returns  up  in  his  hand,  and  he  came  out  with  the  retnms  in  his 
haod.  The  returns  now— give  me  to  understand,  gentlemen,  what  yon  mean  by  these 
retoros,  so  that  I  can  answer. 

Q.  What  did  you  put  in  that  box  f— A.  No  more  than  the  tickets. 

Q.  Was  there  nothing  put  there  in  the  box  with  the  tickets  t— A.  The  tickets. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  the  box ;  what  was  done  with  the  box  f— A.  After  the' 
tieketa  were  put  in,  yon  ask  me  T 

Q.  Yee. — ^A.  Well,  the  top  of  the  box  where  we  poked  the  tickets  in,  that  was  sealed. 

Q.  That  was  sealed! — A.  By  a  piece  of  brown  wax  held  over  it  by  a  candle,  and 
dropped  on  the  paper  put  over  it. 

Q.  On  the  paper  that  was  over  it  t— A.  Just  dropped ;  stuck  on  this  paper,  sealed. 
That  is  the  way  it  was  done  in  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Was  the  box  looked  f — A.  The  box  was  locked. 

Q.  Who  took  the  box  T—A.  Black  took  the  box. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  key  f— A.  Green  R.  Moore  took  the  key. 

Q.  Green  R.  Moore  took  the  key  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  papers  signed  t— A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Who  signed  themf — A.  I  signed  a  paper. 

Q.  How  did  yon  sign  it  T—A.  They  called  me  up  to  sign  a  paper,  and  I  said  to  Mr. 
Black  I  oonid  not  write  myself.  He  said  he  would  sign  my  name,  afler  I  said  so.  I  dis- 
leiBMDber  whether  I  touched  the  pen  or  not,  but  then  Mr.  Black  signed  my  name. 

Q.  Yoo  aothorized  him  to  sign  it  T — A.  Yes  sir ;  I  authorized  him  to  sign  it. 

Q.  How  many  papers  did  you  sign  there  T—A.  Only  one. 

Q.  Only  one  T — ^A.  Only  one. 

Q.  What  was  that ;  the  returns  T — A.  You  want  me  to  say  whether  I  signed  the 
retvns.  is  it  T  I  could  not  tell  you,  but  I  signed  the  paper,  you  understand  me,  after 
tba  polls  were  cloeed. 

Q.  After  the  polls  were  closed  T—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Black  sign  the  same  paper  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yon  make  any  affidavit  aboat  this  afterward  f—A.  After  the  election,  ^oa 
mean  f    Do  yon  mean  t£at  I  signed  any  affidavit  after  the  election  t 

Q.  Yee.— A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  many  f— A.  Only  two. 

Q.  Twot—A.  Two. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  sign  them ;  where  was  it? — A.  Here  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  At  Gainesville  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  swore  yon  to  them  f ~A.  To  the  affidavits  that  I  signed  T 
''  Q.  Yes. — A.  Now,  I  disremember  exactly  who  swore  me,  bnt  I  signed  the  affidavits. 
I  know  where  I  did  sign  them  at. 

Q.  Where  was  it  f— A.  I  signed  one  in  the  conrt-honse,  and  one  in  Sanges*  office, 
before  Belton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Before  Belton  f — A.  I  was  in  Sanger*  office. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Where  did  yon  sign  the  other  T  — ^A..  Judge  Dawkin^s. 
Q.  Did  yon  sign  any  other  affidavit  before  £>lton  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 
Q.  Can  yon  read  or  write  t    Listen  to  this,  and  say  if  yon  signed  it. 

"State  of  Florida,  Alachua  Oounty: 

"Betore  me  personally  came  Floyd  Dukes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Alachua,  state  of  Florida ;  that 
he  is  a  qualified  voter  of  said  county ;  that  he  was  dnly  qualified  and  acted  as 
inspector  at  Archer  precinct,  No.  2,  at  the  general  election  for  presidential  electors, 
members  of  Congress,  and  State  officers,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876; 
that  he  assisted  in  canvassing  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  the  said  day 
of  election,  after  the  closing  of  the  polls ;  that  from  the  said  canvass  it  was  fonnd 
that  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  presidential  electors  at  said  precinct  was 
five  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which  nnmoer  the  republican  electors  received  three 
hundred  aud  ninety-nine,  and  the  democratic  electors  received  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  ;  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  of  which  number  M.  L.  Steams  received  three  hundred  aud  ninety-nine,  and 
George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  that  the  republican  candidates 
for  member  of  Congress,  lieutenant-governor^  State  senator,  and  members  of  the  legis- 
lature received  the  same  number  of  votes  (with  a  variation  of  three  or  four  votes  more 
or  less)  as  M.  L.  Steams.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  result  was  at  once  embodied 
in  a  certificate  which  was  duly  signed  by  the  inspectors,  who  either  signed  said  certifi- 
cate in  person  or  authorized  their  names  to  be  signed  to  it;  that  said  certificate  was  a 
proper  and  correct  return  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election. 
Affiant  further  says  that  since  signing  said  certificate  he  has  been  induced  to  make  an 
affidavit,  the  nature  and  purport  of  which  he  did  not  nnderstand  at  the  time,  and 
which  affidavit  was  made  by  him  under  duress  aud  while  in  great  fear  of  personal  vio- 
lence, denying  the  correctness  of  said  certificate ;  that  being  now  made  ac<|uainted 
with  the  true  character  and  purport  of  said  affidavit,  he  pronounces  it  false  m  every 
particular,  and  says  that  it  should  not  be  taken  as  afi*ecting  in  any  way  the  correctness 
or  validity  of  the  certificate  of  the  returns  of  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  precinct,  No.  %, 
op  the  said  day  of  election,  and  signed  then  and  there  by  the  inspectors  as  aforesaid. 

bis 

»*  FLOYD  X  DUKES. 

mark. 

"  dwom  to  and  subscribed  befure  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  ^ 

*^ Justice  of  the  Peace ,  Alachua  County,  Florida.^ 

DENIES  MAKING  THE  AFFIDAVIT. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  that  affidavit  T— A.  No.  sir;  I  did  not  make  it. 

Q.  Were  you  requested  to  make  any  sucn  affidavit  f—A.  I  was. 

Q.  Who  by  ?— A.  Mr.  Walls  is  the  man. 

Q.  Mr.  Walls  t— A.  Yes,  sir.  ^  .  .     :. 

Q  Anybody  with  himf— A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Walls  drove  up  to  ray  house  Saturday 
morning,  he  and  Mr.  Belton,  in  a  double  buggy— there  was  a  young  man  driving  them— 
and  Mr/WaUs  hailed  me,  "  Dukes,  I  want  to  see  you.**  He  says,  *'  Can  I  see  yon  a 
minute  T"  I  told  him,  "  Yes."  He  jumped  out  of  the  buggy— there  is  a  little  wagon- 
shed  that  stands  eighty  or  ninety  yards  from  the  house— it  was  a  drizzling  ra\n  at  tjo 
same  time ;  we  walked  out  under  that  shed.  He  says,  "  I  want  you  to  sign  an  affida- 
vit." I  says,  "  No,  I  cannot  do  it."  He  says  "  Why  not  t"  I  says,  "  Because  I  c»n% 
I  won't."  He  says  "  WiU  you  do  it  for  $25|T  '^  I  told  him,  "  I  won't."  He  said,  «  You 
had  better."    I  told  him,  **  No,  I  won't."    "  Well,"  he  says,  "  can  yon  see  Mr.  Belton  r 
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"  No,"  I  says.  He  says,  "  Will  you  have  a  word  with  Mr.  Bel  ton."  I  told  him  I  woald. 
Ml*.  Belton  Jamped  out  on  the  other  side  of  the  buj^gy,  and  says,  '^  Mr.  Dnkes,  I  want 
yon  to  sign  an  affidavit."  I  says,  "  I  cannot  do  it."  He  says,  "  Why  f"  I  says,  "  I 
won't;"  jnst  so.  He  says,  "  Can  yon  tell  me  how  many  votes  were  polled  at  No.  2  box, 
to  be  returned  f '  I  says,  '^  I  do."  He  says,  '^  Can  yon  tell  me  f"  I  says,  **  That  is  some- 
thing else."  He  says  to  me,  "  Why  not  t"  I  says.  **  That  is  something  else."  That  is 
the  words  that  was  passed  between  ns.  He  says,  ^*  Yon  are  going  on  to  town — that  is, 
to  Archer  precinct  T"  I  live  sonth,  jnst  a  mile  &om  there.  I  told  him  yes,  I  was  going 
on  to  Archer.  He  says,  **  I  can  see  yon  when  yon  get  to  Archer."  I  says,  ^*  Yes,"  and 
got  on  my  horse  and  rode  on  to  Archer.  I  pledge  yon  my  word  here  that  I  never  had 
any  more  talk  with  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  any  more  talk  with  him  ? — A.  I  never  saw  him  again  until  I  went 
to  Tallahassee. 

Q.  You  never  did  maxe  any  affidavit  whatever  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  At  tbat  time  f— A.  I  did  not, 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  make  any  affidavit  like  this  in  that  hoase,  before  Mr.  Belton  f— A.  I 
never  did. 

Q.  Were  you  up  at  Tallahassee  as  a  witness  before  the  State  canvassing-buard  T — A.  I 
was  there. 

Q.  And  you  were  examined  before  that  board  ? — A.  I  was  examined  before  that 
board. 

Q.  Was  this  affidavit  read  to  you  then  ?~A.  That  was  read  to  me  then  . 

Q*  What  did  you  say  about  it  then  f— A.  I  did  not  sign  it. 

Q.  That  you  did  not  sign  it;  did  yon  swear  to  it  f~A.  Did  I  swear  to  it  t 

Q.  Did  you  swear  to  tbat  affidavit  at  all  ?  Did  yon  ever  make  any  such  ? — A.  No ;  I 
did  not.    I  have  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that  in  any  way. 

Q.  And  the  only  two  affidavits  are  the  ones  you  made  up  here  at  Gainesville  T— A. 
The  only  two. 

Q.  You  are  sure  about  that  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  about  Archer f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  living  around 
there  a  good  while. 

Q.  You  have  been  living  around  there  a  good  while  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  democratic  club  there  f  — A.  We  did ;  yes,  sir. 

FIFTEEN  OR  TWENTY  COLORED  DEMOCRATS. 

Q.  Was  there  any  colored  people  belonging  to  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  ? — A.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  many ;  somewhere  be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty  belonged  to  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  them  ? — A.  I  remember  some  of  them.  Do  you  mean  for  me  to 
go  back  and  call  off  the  namee  of  some  of  them  f 

Q.  How  many  can  you  call  T — A.  Well,  I  guess  I  can  call  about  half,  or  a  very  little 
more. 

Q.  Name  them — as  many  as  you  can  recollect. — ^A.  Span  Wood,  Ed.  Rowland,  Dun- 
can Harwood,  Willis  Matthews,  Jesse  Rogers,  Frank  Coleman,  Jackson  Brown,  Jack 
Woods,  Dick  Green,  Peter  Green,  Floyd  Dukes,  Earnest  Wills — give  me  a  little  time  to 
remember  the  rest  of  the  names — Hollis  Wilson  ;  I  can't  remember  all. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  all  the  namee  ?— A.  I  can't  remember  all  the  names  right 
now  at  present. 

Q.  If  you  heard  the  names  you  could  recollect  them  f — A.  Not  all ;  I  don't  suppose 
I  eonld  recollect  as  called  out ;  but  the  names  I  gave  you.  I  know  them. 

Q.  And  they  belonged  to  the  democratic  clubT — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  belonged  to  the 
democratic  club. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  whito  men  belong  to  that  club  ? — A.  To  the  democratic  club  f 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Of  course  wnite  men  belonged  to  the  democratic  club. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  give  me  the  names  of  those ;  I  want  you  to  give  me  the  names  of 
the  white  men — how  many  of  them  T— A.  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Can  you  give  me  any  of  their  names  t — A.  I  know  of  Dr.  Carew,  Dave  Taylor, 

George  Blitch,  Haines,  Sam  Fleming,  John  Fleming,  Sam  Helveston,  Jack 

Helveeton,  George  Helveston,  William  Dartin — now  you  mean  for  me  to  give  you  the 
white  men's  names? 

Q.  Yes,  sir  .—A.  That  is  as  far  as  the  men  who  stay  in  that  place. 

Q.  The  men  that  belonged  to  the  club  t— A.  You  want  to  know  those  that  staid 
right  there  in  Archer  f 

0.  Yon  knew  those  people  who  belonged  to  the  club  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  those  who  belong  to  the  club.— A.  Yes,  sir  ; Winecoff— just  they  that 

Uvea  there  about  the  place  that  I  know. 

Q.  Can  yon  give  me  the  names  of  any  more  that  belong  to  that  club  f — A.  I  could  do 
it  by  studying  awhile. 
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Q.  Well,  jnst  study.  Are  there  any  more  white  men  beloogiDff  to  that  club,  or  fa»7e 
you  uamed  about  half  of  them  T— A.  How  many  belonged  to  the  club — ^I  don't  kaow 
them  all. 

Q.  Are  those  the  white  men  that  voted  at  precinct  No.  1  or  No.  2;  did  they  vote  at 
your  box  or  the  other  box  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  what  box  they  yoteel  at. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  belong  to  the  club ;  fifty  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  the  number. 

Q.  Can  you  count  as  far  as  fifty  T—A.  Me  f 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  expect  I  can. 

Q.  You  know  what  fifty  means  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that  fifty  white  men  belonged  to  the  club  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Q.  More  than  that,  or  about  that  * — A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  would  be  somewhere  near  the  figure  f — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you  about  the  figure. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  any  more  names ;  you  know  Dr.  Carew  very  well  f — ^A.  I 
know  him. 

Q.  He  belongs  to  the  club  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  strong  democrat? — ^A.  I  should  think  he  was. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  talk  with  you  before  the  election  about  Archer  precinct — about  the 
vote  there  7 — ^A.  Did  he  ever  talk  with  who ;  me  f 

Q.  You. — ^A.  Yes;  we  lived  there  neighbors,  and  talked  together,  of  course. 

Q.  What  time  did  he  talk  with  you  about  tbe  matter? — A.  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Two  or  three  weeks  before  the  wlection  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  After  you  were  appointed  an  oflBcer  of  the  election  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  being  present  wbeu  Moore  and  Black  were  present  at  the  ware- 
house— ^when  he  and  Mr.  Taylor,  the  railroad  agent,  were  there  ? — A.  I  do  not  under- 
stand you. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  warehouse  is  in  Archer  ?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Were  you  there  with  Moore  and  R.  H.  Black  when  he  and  Black  were  there -a 
short  time  before  the  election,  when  Dr.  Carew  was  there  ? — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
when  we  were  together — every  day  there. 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  particular  time  when  Moore  and  Black  were  there  talking  with  the 
doctor,  that  time? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  the  time  when  Moore  and  Black A.  I  remember  seeing 

him  there  every  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Taylor,  the  railroad  agent,  there?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  he  and  Dr.  Carew  talk  with  you  at  one  time  when  you  were  both  t-ogetber  ? 
— A.  I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  don't  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Carew  ask  you  at  that  time  to  allow  him  to  govern  all  matters  of  the 
election? — ^A.  No, sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  anything  of  that  kind  ?-r-A.  I  cannot  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  it— of  that  sort  at  any  time  ? — A.  Just  as  far  as 
that,  of  course,  me  and  Dr.  Carew  were  together ;  I  worked  with  him.  I  can  give  you 
no  answer  of  anything  me  and  Dr.  Carew  did  about  the  election. 

Q.  Why  cannot  you  tell  me  what  Dr.  Carew  said?— A.  Because  I  don't  know  what 
to  tell  you. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  he  said  ? — A.  I  don't  know  what  he  said  to  me.  I  oanoot 
understand  yon  gentleman.    He  asked  me  a  question 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  the  best  I  can,  as  plainly  and  as  simply  as  possible.  Have  you 
been  drinking? — A.  Me?    No,  not  anything. 

Q.  What  causes  your  breath  to  smell  so  strongly  ?— A.  I  may  go  to  the  bar  and  boy 
a  drink  once  in  a  while. 

Q.  You  say  you  didn't  have  any  talk  with  Dr.  Carew,  wherein  he  wanted  you  to  let 
him  have  his  way  in  the  election  with  that  box  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  him  at  the  time  Mr.  Taylor  was  there  ?— A.  I  don't  re- 
member^ I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  remember,  or  try.— A.  The  reason  why  I  can't  remember  is  that  I 
met  him  at  Archer  every  day  past  for  the  last  three  or  four  months.  For  me  to  go  down 
and  tell  you  what  we  had  to  talk  about,  I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  can't  remember.  I  was 
there  with  them  passing  the  time  through,  laughing  and  joking  together.  For  me  to 
si>ecify  what  we  have  talked  about,  I  could  not  tell  you :  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  time  when  the  five  persons  I  nave  mentioned  were  together 
in  the  warehouse ;  do  you  remember  any  time  when  you  and  Moore  and  Black,  Carew 
and  Taylor  were  together  in  that  warehouse,  before  the  election? — ^A.  [Laughing.] 
That  is  a  hard  question  to  ask  me,  when  we  were  there  so  often. 

Q.  Were  all  those  persons  there  so  often  together?— A.  All  there  together. 

Q.  All  there  together  often? — ^A.  All  there  so  often  together?  A  hard  question  for 
me  to  answOT.    I  could  not  answer  any  such  question. 

Q.  They  were  often  together  just  before  the  election? — A.  Of  course,  they  were  all 
there  every  day. 

Q.  In  the  warehouse? — ^A.  Of  course;  all  go  there  when  the  train  runs  up.  What 
questions  passed  I  could  not  tell  you  to  save  my  life. 
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Q.  Were  there  aoy  others  there  at  the  time  those  persons  were  there  in  the  room  ? — 
A.  1  coald  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  What  room  were  these  persons  in  ? — ^A.  I  oonld  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Why  not  f— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  were  there  with  them  T — A.  I  was  there  every  day  or  two. 

Q.  Yoa  nay  these  five  persons  were  frequently  there  together  f — ^A.  I  did  not  say  any- 
thing abont  these  five  persons. 

Q.  These  five  persons  were  together,  Floyd  Dnkee,  Green  R.  Moore,  R.  H.  Black,  Dr. 
Carew,  and  Mr.  Taylor  ? — ^A.  I  oonld  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Did  yon  talk  about  politics  when  you  were  together  t— A.  I  am  not  a  politician. 

(i.  I  ask  yon  if  yon  talked  abont  this  election  when  yoa  five  persons  were  there 
together  T — ^A.  I  conld  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Why  not  T — ^A.  I  say  I  don't  know  what  we  talked  abont. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  yon  did  not  talk  abont  the  election  f — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  that  Dr.  Carew  did  not  ask  yon  and  Black  and  Moore  to  let  him  run 
that  election  as  he  wanted  to  T  Do  yon  know  tiiat  he  did  not  ask  yoa  three  persons 
to  let  him  govern  that  election  as  he  pleased  f — ^A.  Dr.  Carew  ? 

Q.  Dr.  Carew. — II,  If  he  asked  me  f 

Q.  When  yoa  five  persons  were  together  f — ^A.  Ko ;  he  did  not  ask  me  that.' 

Q.  Did  he  ask  the  others  in  yonr  presence  f — A.  Not  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Did  not  ask  it  of  any  of  them  T— A.  No. 

Q.  At  any  time  f — ^A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  that  f— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  election  when  you  five  persons  were  present  ? — ^A.  I 
don't  know.    I  can't  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  did  not  talk  abont  the  election  when  yon  five  persons  were 
together  7— A.  We  were  together  so  maeh  before  the  election  that  I  cannot  remember 
nothing. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  T — ^A.  I  donH  know. 

Q.  Abont  two  or  three  weeks  f —A.  I  conld  not  tell  you  now. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Black  at  that  time  say  that  he  could  not  listen  to  anything  of  the 
kind  f — A.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  abont  what  Mr.  Black  said. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  hear  Mr.  Black  say  that  he  would  not  listen  to  itf— A  I  don't  know 
anything  about  Mr.  Black. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  that  you  would  do  what  he  wanted  you  to  do  f — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  not  Green  B.  Moore  say  he  would  do  what  he  wanted  of  them  in  your  pres- 
ence f— A.  I  do  not  know ;  not  in  my  presence.  I  don't  know  what  Black  and  Moore 
•says. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  anything  abont  it  f— A.  I  don't  remember  anything  about 
bow  that  was. 

Q.  The  time  you  were  there  f~A.  No ;  I  don't  know  what  they  had  to  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  they  said  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Dr.  Carew  in  the  room  during  the  election  f — ^A.  He  was  not. 

Q.  Not  in  that  room  at  all  at  the  time  the  election  took  place— did  not  go  inside  the 
Toom  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not.    That  I  will  say.    If  he  did,  I  never  saw  him  in  there. 

Q.  You  are  as  positive  abont  that  as  you  are  abont  the  figures  yon  swore  to  f — ^A. 
That  I  swore  to  T 

Q.  That  you  have  testified  to  f — A.  You  ask  which 

Q.  Are  yon  as  positive  about  that,  that  he  was  not  in  the  room  while  the  voting  was 

fving  on,  when  the  polls  were  open,  as  yon  are  of  the  figures  which  you  swore  to  f — ^A. 
on  a<ik  if  rDr.  Carew  gives'  me  this  Understanding — if  Dr.  Ck^rew  was  in  that  room 
after  the  polls  were  opened  f    I  did  not  see  him. 

Q.  Now  are  yon  as  positive  that  the  other  persons  I  have  mentioned  were  not  together 
in  the  warehouse  talking  about  election  matters  f — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Why  not  speak  as  positively  about  that  f— A.  I  don't  know. 

i^.  Yon  ought  to  know  if  these  persons  were  together  in  the  room  before  the  election. 
— ^A.  I  did  not  follow  them  up. 

Q.  I  asfc  you  if  you  were  not  there  T— A.  I  told  you  I  was  there  every  day  or  two ;  but 
to  say  if  we  were  in  there  and  talked  abont  election  matters 

ij.  Can  yoo  tell  me  whether  yon  talked  about  election  matters  when  yon  were  to- 
gether— what  should  be  done  at  that  precinct  f — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Cannot  yon  tell  me  al>ont  that,  and  say  if  it  tiappened  or  not  f — A.  I  cannot  tell 
yoa  anything  about  that.  My  recollection  is  very  short  in  some  things,  but  runs  very 
long  in  some  others. 

Q.  Yon  remember  figures  very  well  f — ^A.  Me  T 

Q.  Yes. — A.  In  what  way  do  you  mean  f 

Q.  Numbers — the  number  of  votes,  for  instance  ;  what  makes  yon  remember  them  so 
well  T — A  Because  I  am  a  right  good  counter  myself  sometimes,  as  iu  as  that  is  con- 
cerned. 

Q.  Can  yon  count  as  high  as  five  f  Let  me  hear  you  count. — ^A.  There  is  no  necessity 
for  that. 
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Q.  I  want  yon  to  count ;  be^n  at  one  and  count  over. — A.  [Lauffhing.  1 

Q.  I  want  to  hear  you;  you  say  you  are  a  good  counter t— A.  You  ask  me  howl 
could  tell  about  the  box. 

Q.  I  ask  you  to  count. — ^A.  One,  two,  three 

Q.  Qo  on. — A.  How  much  do  you  want  me  to  count  f 

Q.  I  will  tell  you  when  to  stop.    Go  on.— A.  Start  at  one  and  count  up,  how  far  f 

Q.  Until  I  tell  you  to  stop.^A.  I  would  be  very  willing  to  count  if  there  was  any 
nse  in  it. 

Q.  I  am  the  Judge  of  that,  now. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Count  as  far  as  you  can.    Go  on. — A.  Me  f 

Q.  Yes;  just  something;.— A.  I  will  count  as  far  as  he  wants  to  hear  me. 

Q.  Go  ahead. — A.  I  think  it  a  piece  of  foolishness,  gentlemen. 

Q.  Go  ahead.— A.  I  hate  to  go  at  it.  There  is  no  use  in  it,  but  I  will  count  if  Toa 
want  to  hear  me.  One,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve, 
thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one, 
twenty-two,  twenty -three,  twenty-four,  twenty-five,  twenty-six,  twentv-seven,  twenty- 
eiffht,  twenty-nine,  thirty,  thirty-one,  thirty-two.  tnirtv-three,  thirty-four,  thirty-five, 
thirty-six,  thirty-seven,  thirty-eight,  thirty-nine,  lorty,  forty-one,  forty-two,  forty- three, 
forty-four,  forty-five,  forty-six,  forty-seven,  forty-eight,  forty-nine,  fifty,  fifty -one,  fiftj- 
two,  fifty-three,  fifty-four,  fifty-five,  fifty-six,  fifty-seven,  fifty-eight,  [hesitating,]  fifty- 
eight,  fiixy-nine,  sixty,  sixty-one,  sixty-two,  sixty-three,  sixty-four,  sixty-five,  sixty- 
six,  sixty-seven,  sixty-eight,  sixty-nine,  seventy,  seventy-one,  seventy-two,  seventy- 
three,  seventy-tour,  seventy-five,  seventy-six,  seventy-seven,  seventy-eight,  [hesitat- 
ing,] seventy-eight,  seventy-nine,  eighty,  [hesitating,]  eighty,  eighty-one,  eighty-two, 
eighty-three,  eighty- four,  ei|5hty-five,  eighty-six,  eighty-seven,  eighty-eight,  [hesitat- 
ing,] eighty-eight,  eighty-nine,  ninety,  ninety-one,  ninety-two,  ninety-three,  ninety- 
four,  ninety-five,  ninety-six,  ninety-seven,  ninety-eight,  ninety-nine — gone ! 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Go  on. — A.  Want  me  to  count  it  over  again  f    I  know  ninety-nine  and  one  hun- 
dred. 

Q.  Go  on  after  that. — A.  Go  back  f 

Q.  No ;  go  ahead.— A.  I  would  have  to  commence  with  one  again. 

Q.  Do  you  think  so  f — A.  No ;  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Goon  after  one  hundred.— A.  After  one  hundred;  one  hundred,  in  what  wayf 
Give  me  the  sense  of  what  you  want  me  to  count. 

Q.  Right  on  after  one  hundred ;  I  want  yon  to  count  up  to  180. — A.  Count  up  to 
180  f    I  will  have  to  start,  one,  two,  three,  four,  up  to  80.    Count  beyond  what  ? 

Q.  Can't  yon  count  beyond  that  without  doing  that  ? — ^A.  Count  beyond  what  with- 
out doing  that  t    I  do  not  understand  you. 

Q.  Now,  if  you  can  count  up  to  100,  can  you  count  five  t — A.  I  can. 

Q.  Now,  were  there  five  persons  there  in  that  warehouse  when  Dr.  Carew  was 
there,  including  yourself  t — ^A.  Can  I  count  five,  you  ask  me  f 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  you  can  count  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  please  tell  me,  as  you  can  count  five,  whether  there  were  five  per- 
sons present,  inoludmg  Dr.  Carew  and  yourself,  at  that  warehouse  ? — ^A.  I  could  not 
tell  you ;  I  could  not  remember.    There  were  always  so  many  there  about  the  train. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Taylor,  the  railroad  agent,  say  to  you  about  the  election  ? — ^A.  1 
could  not  tell  you ;  he  never  bothered  me  about  the  election  ;  never  said  anything  to 
me  about  the  election  in  any  way,  but  laughing  and  joking  about  it. 

Q.  Did  he  not  say  in  your  presence  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  that  box  show  a 
democratic  result,  or  be  thrown  o*it  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Did  not  Dr.  Carew  say  something  of  the  kind  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  Are  you  in  Dr.  Carew's  employment — ever  work  for  himf — ^A.  I  worked  for  him. 

Q.  Dr.  Carew  t— A.  You  ask  if  I  have  been  in  his  employiflent  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  That  is,  1  worked  for  him ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  recently  f — ^A.  Just  once  in  a  while ;  I  hauled  wood  for  him  and  for  the  road ; 
in  that  employment,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  railroad  man  f — A.  He  is  jobbing — ^hiring  men  and  hauling  wood  to  the 
road.    I  don't  know  whether  he  is  a  railroad  hand  or  not. 

Q.  How  much  wood  have  vou  hauled  lately  for  him  f— A.  He  gave  me  a  job  of  haul- 
ing wood,  and  I  got  it  done  for  him. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  job  f — A.  Just  as  much  as  he  wanted  me  to  do. 

Q.  When  did  he  give  you  that  f— A.  I  don't  know,  sir,  exactly  what  time  it  was. 

Q.  Before  the  election  7 — ^A.  Since,  I  think. 

Q.  Since  yon  made  this  afiSidavit  or  before  f — A.  Yes ;  I  made  two. 

Q.  You  said  you  made  two  affidavits ;  did  he  give  you  this  job  before  or  since  that  f  *- 
A.  Since  that. 
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Q.  How  mach  wood  did  he  say  he  wonld  give  yon  to  hanl  if  yon  wonld  make  that 
affidavit  f — ^A.  That  was  not  in  the  bargain  at  all.  He  jost  gave  me  the  job  of  work  to 
do,  and  did  not  tell  me  he  wonld  give  me  a  Job  for  making  an  affidavit. 

Q.  He  has  talked  with  yon  abont  making  an  affidavit  f — A.  No ;  he  ain't. 

Q.  Never  in  the  world  T — A.  I  pledge  my  word  and  honor. 

Q.  Yon  are  inst  as  positive  abont  that  as  that  he  did  not  tell  yon,  before  the  elec- 
tion, that  he  did  not  want  you  to  fix  that  box  or  let  somebody  else  do  it  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
nnderstand  yon. 

Q.  Are  yon  as  certain  as  yon  are  of  that,  that  he  did  not  have  this  talk  I  have  men- 
tioned with  yon,  before  the  election  ?— A.  No,  no ;  Dr.  Carew  is  not  the  man.  He  does 
not  talk  much  with  me. 

Q.  Why  not  f — A.  If  he  wanted  me  to  do  a  job  of  work,  he  asks  me,  "  Dukes,  is  your 
team  busy  t "  I  wonld  tell  him  "  No."  "  Go  and  haul  a  load  of  wood  for  me.'*  That 
is  about  as  much  talk  as  he  has  with  me. 

Q.  Did  he  joke  and  laugh  with  you  abont  the  election  7 — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  say  you  joked  and  laughed  abont  the  election  f — A.  You  asked  me, 
when  we  five  were  together,  what  we  did.  I  told  you  I  am  there  so  often,  at  Archer, 
amongst  these  men,  I  did  not  know  who  or  how  the  thing  is.  He  never  bothered  me 
abont  no  election — Dr.  Carew. 

Q.  He  has  never  said  anything  to  yon  at  nil  about  the  election  ? — A.  I  disremember 
anything  abont  that. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anything  about  that — whether  he  did  or  not,  do  you  ? — A. 
Remember  which  f 

Q.  Remember  whether  he  did  say  anything  to  you  about  the  election  or  not  ?— A. 
rLanghine.]    I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Hashe' talked  with  yon  since  yon  came  to  town  to  see  this  committee — Dr. 
Carew  T— A.  Dr.  Carew  ?    I  don't  know  where  Dr.  Carew  is.   1  have  not  seen  the  man. 

Q.  Not  since  you  have  been  in  town  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Thompson  ? — A.  I  have  not  seen  him  to-day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  yesterday  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  your  swearing  ? — A.  He  did  not  say  anything 
about 

Q.  What  was  he  whispering  to  you  about  T — A.  Yesterday  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  He  told  me  if  I  was  sworn  to  tell  the  truth. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  tell  you  f — A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  He  had  to  whisper  that  T — A.  No,  he  did  not  whisper  that. 

Q.  Who  else — what  other  democrats  have  you  talked  with  down  here,  except  Mr. 
Cooper  f — A.  I  talked  with  Judge  Dawkins. 

Q.  What  did  Judge  Dawkins  say? — A.  Judge  Dawkins  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  go 
before  the  committee  and  tell  the  truth. 

Q.  Well  f — A.  Nothing  else ;  that  is  all  he  had  to  say. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  yon,  "  Have  you  the  number  of  figures  ?"— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  repeat  the  figures  to  you  f— A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Has  anybody  said  anything  to  you  about  figures  since  you  have  been  here  ?— A. 
Not  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  at  all  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that  T— A.  Of  course  I  am. 

Q.  Nobody  else  said  anything  to  you  about  your  testimony  before  this  committee  7 
—A.  Not  at  aU. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  come  in  vesterday  when  I  called  yon  full  five  times  t — A.  Why, 
I  did  not  hear  you  but  once.     You  said  four  or  five  times. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  come  then  f — A.  Mr.  Cooper  said  you  were  not  ready. 

Q.  Mr.  Cooper  went  out  afterward. — A.  I  heard  you  say,  "  Dukes!"  once. 

Q.  Well  f — A.  Then  I  thought  it  was  a  mistake,  and  you  were  not  ready ;  that  is  tho 
reason  I  did  not  come  in. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  after  that  ?— A.  I  went  home  to  Archer. 

Q.  Yon  went  home  to  Archer?— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  At  oncef — A.  I  said  I  did  go  home  after  you  adjourned. 

Q.  After  we  adjourned  where  did  you  go,  if  you  were  told  we  were  not  re%dy  for 
yon  f— A.  I  did  not  go  anywhere.  I  staid  right  out  there,  and  then  Mr.  Cooper  came 
up  to  me  and  I  went  on  np  the  street  and  took  and  left  for  home.  I  bad  to  run  to  get 
the  train ;  like  to  have  got  left. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Carew  offer  yon  any  money  to  fix  that  box  down  there  ?— -A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  any  to  Green  R.  Moore,  to  your  knowledge  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  he  did  f — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  he  did  not  f— A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  If  Dr.  Carew  had  offered  Green  R.  Moore  money  in  yonr  presence,  you  would 
know  it  T — A.  Of  course  I  wonld. 
Q.  Did  he  offer  any  money  in  your  presence  ? — A.  He  did  not. 
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Q.  When  you  five  men  were  togetlier  f— A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Was  there  nothing  said  about  money  when  you  five  men  were  together  ? — ^A.  Noth- 
ing said.  You  speak  of  that  five  men  together.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  time  those  five 
men  were  together^  when  we  are  there  so  oft^n  in  the  crowd  when  the  train  runs  up 
there. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  five  men  being  in  a  crowd,  but  being  by  tnemselves  in 
that  warehouse  f— A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Those  five  men  were  never  together  in  the  warehonse  talking  about  the  eleo- 
iion  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  of  that  f— A.  I  am  sure  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Ed.  Paine  T — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Is  he  any  relation  to  yourself? — ^A.  He  is  no  relation  to  me,  but  I  reside  with 
film. 

Q.  You  reside  with  him  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  he  did  not  come  up  here  to  Gainesville  to  attend  to  this  oom- 
mittee  t — ^A.  You  say  did  I  know  the  reason  why  he  did  not  come  ? 

Q.  Yes.— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  it  t — ^A.  Has  he  been  here  to-day  f 

Q.  Why  did  he  not  come  here  yesterday  f — A.  I  can  tell  you  the  reason. 

Q,  What  was  the  reason  f — ^A.  What  was  the  reason  he  did  not  come  t 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  We  had  some  work  to  do  yesterday — he  did.  Was  it  wrong  for  me  to  do 
it  or  not  f 

Q.  Did  you  forbid  him  to  come  f— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  not  to  comef — ^A.  I'did  not 

Q.  Did  you  say  anything  about  it  at  all  f — A.  About  his  coming  f 

Q.  Not  coming  yesterday.— A.  I  told  him — if  I  may  say  it 

Q.  Certainly ;  any  explanation  you  want  to  make. — ^A.  I  have  got  a  team  of  oseo, 
and  I  had  notning  to  feed  them  on,  but  I  told  Ed.  to  take  the  wagon  and  haul  a  kwd 
4)f  shucks  to  feed  the  oxen.    You  understand  f   That  is  the  reason  why  he  did  not  oome. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  he  was  subpoenaed  by  this  committee  f — ^A.  He  was  not  subpcenaed. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  was  not  f — ^A.  I  know  he  was  not. 

Q.  How  happened  it  he  came  to-day  f — ^A.  Frank  Brown  was  at  my  house,  bat  did 
ciot  give  him  any  subpcena — ^Frank  Brown  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  that  he  had  no  subpoena  yesterday  f — A.  Did  I  f 

Q.  Yes.— A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  find  out  that  he  had  no  subpoena  yesterday  t — A.  When  did  I 
And  it  out  that  he  had  no  subpoena  yesterday,  do  you  mean  f  I  know  he  did  aot 
Slave  any  subpoena. 

Q.  You  tola  him  yon  had  no  subpoena,  and  he  need  not  oome,  but  go  after  the  thoeks 
for  the  oxen  f — ^A.  I  told  him  we  had  to  feed  our  oxen,  and  if  you  called  him  to-day  he 
4Sonld  come  on.    We  had  to  feed  the  oxen.    He  had  no  subpoena. 

Q.  Was  this  conversation  between  Belton  and  Walls  and  yourself  at  yonr  hoose, 
where  they  talked  about  the  affidavit  f- A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  the  yard  Just  outside, 
iibout  seventy  or  eighty  yards  from  the  house. 

Q.  Was  that  affidavit  read  to  you  that  day  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  this  is  the  affidavit  that  Mr.  Cooper  read  to  you  to- 
4ay  f— A.  How  do  I  know  t 

'Q.  How  do  you  know  that  the  affidavit  read  to  you  to-day  was  the  eame,  if  it  was 
not  read  to  you  at  your  honse  f — A.  At  my  house  it  has  been  read  to  me,  I  guess,  three 
or  four  times,  the  same  affidavit. 

Q.  It  was  not  read  to  you  at  that  time  f — A.  Which  f 

Q.  You  say  it  was  not  read  to  von  down  there ;  how  do  yon  know,  without  reading 
it  since^  that  it  was  not  the  one  T— A.  It  was  read  to  me  in  Tallahassee — 535. 

Q.  How  do  von  know  it  was  the  affidavit  that  Walls  and  Belton  had  down  there,  if 
it  was  not  read  to  you,  and  you  cannot  read  t — ^A.  I  don't  know  what  affidavit  it  waa, 
no  more  than  they  wanted  me  to  sign  an  affidavit. 

Q.  To  sign  the  same  affidavit  f — A.  They  wanted  me  to  sign  an  affidavit.  I  did  not 
jwk  what  it  was. 

Q.  Then  yon  did  not  know  whether  it  was  this  affidavit  that  Mr.  Cooper  read  to  j^on 
-or  notT— A.  It  was  read  to  me.    That  was  the  affidavit  that  Belton  wanted  me  to  Sinn. 

Q.  How  did  yon  know  it  was,  if  that  was  not  read  f — A.  I  don't  know ;  they  wanted 
ime  to  sign. 

Q.  Wanted  you  to  sign  an  affidavit  t — A.  An  affidavit. 

Q.  It  was  not  read  to  you  f — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  else  was  there  besides  those  persons  t — A.  Just  them  in  the  buggy. 

Q.  No  one  else  there  f— A.  No. 

'Q.  You  are  positive  about  that,  are  you  f— A.  Of  course  I  am. 

-Q.  Do  you  know  Toby  Washington  f— A.  Toby  Washington  T 

^.  Yes. — A.  Toby  Washington ;  Toby  Washington  ;  I  don't  know — I  don't  think 

42.  You  don't  know  him  5 — A.  I  don't  remember  him. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Walls  is  now  f — A.  Are  you  speakiuj;  to  me  f 
Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Walls  is  ? 
Q.  Do  yoa  know  where  Jostab  T.  Walls  is  now  t 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  JoBiah  T.  Walls  T— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yon  don't  know  where  he  is  f — A.  I  don't  know. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Do  yon  know  Engene  Allan  f~A.  Hngene  Allan  f 
Q.  Eagene  Allan. — A.  I  don't  know  him.    I  kpow  one- 


Q.  One  what  f— A.  A  conductor  on  the  road  by  that  name. 

Q.  You  know  a  conductor  on  the  road  named  Eugene  Allan  f — A.  Yes ;  that  is  all  I 
know. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  or  colored  f — ^A.  A  white  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  colored  man  by  that  name  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  lives  around  about  Archer  f—A.  There  is  a  colored  man  down  there  named 
Hugee  AUbrd. 

Q.  But  there  is  no  Eugene  Allan  that  you  know  f — A.  No,  sir :  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Archer  Green  f  ~A.  I  know  him. 

Q.  A  colored  man  f — A.  Arch.  is. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f — ^A.  About  four  miles  from  Archer,  north. 

Q.  Four  miles  from  Archer  f— A.  I  think  about  that. 

Q.  Is  he  grown  T — ^A.  Of  course  he  is  grown. 

Q.  How  old  is  he,  do  you  reckon  T — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  he  a  young  man  or  an  old  pian  f — A.  Two  of  them — old  man  has  a  son — let  me 

get  the  names  of  them,  then  I  will  tell  you.  Arch.  Green,  he  is  the  young  man  ;  Arch, 
reen  is. 

Q.  A  young  man  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  lives  with  the  old  manf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Robert  Natiel  f— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Does  he  live  about  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  young  man  t — ^A.  He  is  a  young  man,  Robert  is. 

Q.  Robert  is  the  young  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Hens  Frazier  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f— A.  Not  far 

Q.  From  Archer  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  any  other  name  than  Hens  t— A.  That  is  all  I  know  of  the  name.  He  is 
a  young  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Primus  Mitchell  T— A.  I  know  him. 

<J.  Where  does  he  live  f — A.  He  lives  not  far  from  Archer,  Primus  Mitchell. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  t — A.  He  is  a  colored  man. 

Q.  Has  he  any  other  name  you  know  off—A.  All  that  I  have  heard. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  at  any  time  who  offered  you  any  money  to  manage  the  pre- 
cinct of  Archer  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  no  time  f — ^A.  No  time  they  offered  me  any  money. 

Q.  No  offer  T— A.  No  offer  at  all. 

Q.  Was  the  voting  all  fair  and  square  there  f  — A.  All  fair  and  square  as  I  know. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know  f~ A.  Yes ;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Who  appointed  you  inspector,  do  you  know  T— A.  I  don't  know  who  appointed 
me.    It  was  done  through  the  county  commissioners. 

Q.  Through  the  county  commissioners  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  t — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  all  of  you  sworn  T— A.  Was  all  sworn  I  could  not  tell  you.  I  know  I  was 
•worn. 

Q.  Who  swore  you  T— A.  Major  Black. 

Q-  Msjor  Black  swore  yon  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Gainesville,  January  10, 1877. 

THE  AFFIDAVIT  OP  FLOYD  DUKES. 

W.  H.  Bblton  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  Were  you  a  justice  of  the  peace  on  the  25th  of  November  lastt — ^Answer. 
Tee,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  at  that  time  take  the  oath  of  Floyd  Dakes  to  that  affidavit  f    [Show- 
ioj?.] — ^A.  Tes,sir. 
Q.  Did  yoa  read  the  affidaTit  to  him  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Jmit  glance  at  this  affidavit  and  see  if  that  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  it. 

"State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County: 

**  Before  me  personally  came  Floyd  Dukes,  who,  beingdaly^  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  a  resident  of  the  coauty  of  Alachua,  State  of  Florida ;  that  he  is  a  qualified 
voter  of  said  county ;  that  he  was  duly  qualified  and  acted  as  inspector  at  Archer  pre- 
cinct. No.  2,  at  the  general  election  for  presidential  electors,  members  of  Congress,  and 
State  officers,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1B76  ;  that  he  assisted, in  canvassing 
the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  the  said  day  of  election,  after  the  closing  of  the 
polls ;  that  from  the  said  canvass  it  was  found  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
for  presidential  electors  at  said  precinct  was  five  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which 
number  the  republican  electors  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  the  dem- 
ocratic electors  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
cast  for  governor  was  five  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which  number  M.  L.  Steams 
received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  ;  that  the  republican  candidates  for  members  of  Congress,  Uentonant- 
governor,  State  senators,  and  members  of  the  legislature,  received  the  same  nomberof 
votes  (with  a  variation  of  three  or  four  votes,  more  or  less)  as  M.  L.  Steams.  Deponent 
further  says  that  the  result  was  at  once  embodied  in  a  certificate  which  was  duly 
signed  by  the  inspectors,  who  either  signed  said  certificate  in  person,  or  authorized 
their  names  to  be  signed  to  it ;  that  said  certificate  was  a  proper  and  correct  return 
of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election. 

Affiant  further  says  that  since  signing  said  certificate  he  has  been  induced  to  make 
an  affidavit,  the  nature  and  purport  of  which  he  did  not  understand  at  the  time,  and 
which  affidavit  was  made  by  him  under  duress  and  while  in  great  fear  of  personal  vio- 
lence, denying  the  correctness  of  said  certificate ;  that  being  now  made  acquainted 
with  the  true  character  and  purport  of  said  affidavit,  he  pronounces  it  false  in  every 
particular,  and  says  that  it  should  not  be  taken  as  affecting  in  any  way  the  correctaees 
or  validity  of  the  certificate  of  the  returns  of  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2 
on  the  said  day  of  election,  and  signed  then  and  there  by  the  inspectors  as  aforesaid. 

his 

FLOYD  -f  DUKES. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  BELTER, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  Count jf,  Florida, 

Q.  Was  that  read  to  Floyd  Dukes  at  the  time  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  he  understood  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  express  his  willingness  to  swear  to  it  f — A.  He  first  dissented  and  aft<er- 
wards  agreed  to  it. 

Q.  He  first  dissented  and  afterwards  agreed  to  it.  And  did  he  hold  up  his  hand  to  be 
sworn? — A.  I  just  administered  as  I  usually  do  the  Jurat.  He  swore  to  the  contents 
of  it. 

Q.  That  is  the  manner  in  which  thi-i  wm  done  there,  was  it  f  — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  He  said  he  consented — "  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before."  How  did  he  swear  whea 
you  asked  that  f— A.  He  said,  "  I  would  swear  to  that." 

Q.  I  see  his  name  is  signed  to  it  with  a  mark  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  make  the  mark  himself  f — A.  He  made  it. 

Q.  That  is  his  sign  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  authorized  you  to  do  that  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  AFFIDAVIT  SWORN  TO. 

Q.  You  swear  here  now  that  that  affidavit  was  sworn  to  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  colored  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  does  not  read  and  write  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  an^  doubt  in  your  mind  at  the  time  whatever  that  he  didn't  do  it 
freely  and  voluntanly  T— A.  First  I  thought  not,  but  afterwards  he  agreed. 

Q.  I  mean  at  the  time  he  took  the  affidavit  himself,  the  oath,  was  there  any  doal>t 
in  your  mind  that  he  was  not  doing  it  freely  and  voluntarily  T— A.  Probably  he  waa  a 
a  little  in  liquor,  but  he  did  it  all  right.    He  understood  what  he  was  doing. 

Q.  Perfectly  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  somewhat  accustomed  to  be  in  liquor  t^A.  I  think  so. 

Q-  He  might  be  in  liquor  any  time  when  making  an  affidavit  or  testifying,  might  lie 
notT— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Q.  Who  was  present  there  f  — A.  I  think  a  man  by  the  name  of  Toby  Adams,  oolored 


Q.  Who  else  f^A.  There  were  two  oolored  women.  I  don't  know  their  names.  One 
of  them  left  on  Uie  train  that  day.  The  train  was  oommg  ap  to  the  depot  at  the  time, 
the  train  was  in  hearing,  and  one  of  the  women  in  the  house  left  on  that  train 

Q.  Where  was  it  at  f— A.  Archer. 

Q.  At  Archer  r— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  house  f— A.  Toby  Adams'. 

Q.  Toby  Adams'  house  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  in  liquor  and  obiected  at  first  f — A.  I  think  he  was ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  the  mark  yourself  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  swear  he  swore  to  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  an  uplifted  hand  f— A.  That  is  not  the  usual  form  here  of  affidavit,  except 
in  oertain  oases  where  testimony  is  taken  before  a  ooiirf. 

Q.  He  didn't  have  the  uplifted  band  f— A.  I  don't  think  he  did. 

Q.  And  make  his  own  mark  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  it  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  didn't  lift  bis  band  up  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  he  first  went  there  he  objected  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  said  it  would  injure  him  f — A.  No,  1  don't  say  that ;  he  objected  taking  the 
affidavit. 


Q.  What  fort— A.  He  didn't  assign  any  reason. 


^.  How  long  was  he  there  f — A.  I  think  probably  two  hours — ^two  or  three  hours. 
I  got  there  early  in  the  morning  and  left  in  toe  morning. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  drink  any  liquor  during  the  time  f — A.  He  was  out  of  my  sight 
about  an  hour  and  a  half;  he  went  to  get  breakfast,  and  I  did  not  see  him  any  more 
ontil  just  before  the  train  arrived. 

Q.  At  bis  house  f—A.  Not  at  his  house,  but  in  Archer.  He  lives  down  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  the  other  side  of  Archer. 

Q,  How  long  were  you  there  with  him  f — A.  I  was  there,  I  suppose,  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  was  it  f — ^A.  It  was  probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  ten 
o'clock,  or  before  ten. 

Q.  Ten  o'clock  f — A.  Near  ten,  I  should  say. 

THE  COUNTY  CANVASS. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  this  Archer  voting  in  any  way  t — A.  I  don't  know 
anything  about  it;  I  was  one  of  the  canvassiog-board. 

Q.  Of  the  canvassing- board  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  objection  to  the  canvass?— A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  what  ground  f — A.  Upon  the  ground  that  when  the  returns  came  in  ft'om 
that  precinct  when  the  board  met,  we  opened  the  returns  and  canvassed  from  the  face 
of  the  returns  as  a  matter  of  course.  When  I  came  to  that,  there  was  such  an  irregu- 
larity existing  throughout  that  I  didn't  think  it  right ;  and  another  thing,  I  noticed 
that  the  certificate  seemed  to  be  all  in  the  same  handwriting ;  that  was  my  principal 
objectior.  I  am  somewat  accustomed  to  handwriting,  and  have  seen  a  good  aeal  of  it, 
and  I  judged  it  to  be  made  out  with  the  same  handwriting ;  the  signatures  seemed  to 
be  in  the  same  handwriting.    That  was  the  principal  objection. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  both  returns  before  youT — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had,  first,  the  clerk's — the 
elerk  was  secretary  of  the  board,  Barnes  was  the  chairman— Judge  Cessna,  being  a  can- 
didate, therefore  refused  to  canvass,  and  we  canvassed  first  from  the  clerk's  returns 
from  that  Archer  precinct ;  and  Mr.  Cessna,  the  coujtv  judge,  losing  the  records  that 
were  sent  to  him,  we  only  had  the  one  of  the  county  clerk ;  his  return  was  not  forth- 
coming for  some  time  afterwards,  but  I  demanded  his  duplicate,  and  when  he  produced 
it,  it  was  a  fac-stmile  of  the  clerk's,  and  they  seemed  to  be  both  made  out  in  the  same 
handwriting ;  the  sane  signatures  being  made  by  the  same  hand. 

Q.  All  of  them  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  same  handwriting  f — A.  It  seemed  so  to  me. 

Q.  Was  the  vote  for  presidential  electors  on  those  returns  f — A.  For  presidential 
electors  f 

Q.  Yes.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  it  attached  to  it  f — A.  It  was  attached — the  return  was  a  sort  of  large 
printed  blank,  and  that  for  the  presidential  electors  was  on  a  small  page  of  paper — let- 
ter-sheet size.    It  was  all  printed  with  the  exception  of  the  blanks  to  be  fillea  in. 

Q.  Was  it  on  a  regular  sheet  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  In  both  cases  T— A.  In  both  cases  I  believe  it  was.  I  don't  recollect  positively 
4Uiout  that ;  it  was  in  one,  I  am  very  sure. 

Q.  Was  it  over  the  name  of  any  of  the  inspectors  t — A.  Yes,  sir,  over  the  name  in 
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one.  I  don't  recollect  whether  it  was  the  case  in  both  or  not.  It  occars  to  me  it  was 
over  the  name  of  Moore,  the  clerk. 

Q.  Over  whose  name  T— A.  Green  R.  Moore,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  that  precinct 
I  think,  since  yon  mention  it,  that  he  bad  forgotten  that  this  sheet  should  follow  with 
the  presidential  electors,  and  that  was  the  cause  why  it  was  put  on  partly  over  the 
name  of  Green  R.  Moore,  when  they  recollected  that. 

Q.  How  was  it  attached  ;  put  on  T — A.  I  think  pasted  on. 

Q.  With  what  T — A.  I  can't  tell ;  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  that  was  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  that  document  here  f — A.  I  have  never  seen  the  document  since  we  opened  it 
in  the  canvass.    Have  you  one  of  the  returns  7 

Q.  Yes. — A.  The  originals  T 

Q.  One  of  them  is  here  somewhere.  [Showing.]  See  if  there  is  anything  there  that 
looks  like  pasting  over  tiie  names  on  that  return. — A.  I  don't  see  anything  there. 

Q.  That  is  the  return  received  from  the  county  clerk  and  regularly  testified  to  as 
original.— A.  [Reading  the  names:]  Thomas  H.  Vance,  Green  R.  Moore,  Floyd  Dukes. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  say  that  the  name  of  Thomas  H.  Vance  and  Green  R.  Moore  is  the 
same  handwriting,  or  are  'they  not  very  different  handwritings  f — A.  Green  R.  Moore 
and  Thomas  H.  Vance  f  It  really  looks  so  to  me  that  it  is  evidently  written— it  looks 
to  me  to  be  the  same  handwriting,  although  disguised. 

Q.  Green  R.  Moore  is  written  with  a  sprawling  hand  and  Thomas  H.  Vance's  with 
a  dose  hand. — ^A.  That  is  written  much  better. 

Q.  See  that  "  H."  [Indicating.]  Does  it  look  Uke  the  "  H "  in  Thomas  H.  Vance  T— 
A.  It  don't  look  like  it. 

Q.  Vance  is  evidently  written  better  than  the  others? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Thomas  H.  Vance  is  written  in  regular  hand  and  the  others  in  sprawling  band  t— 
A.  They  are  all  written  in  sprawliug  hand— Floyd  Dukes  and  Green  R.  Moore. 

By  Senator  Tbller  : 
Q.  That  is  the  one  the  clerk  said  he  received  T— A.  Yes,  sir.    It  don't  look  to  me  that 
that  is  the  one  we  canvassed  from  at  all. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  It  don't  look  like  the  one  you  canvassed  from  at  all  f — A.  It  does  not,  sir. 
The  Chairman.  That  was  brought  to  ns  from  the  county  records  by  the  county  clerk 
as  original. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  don't  think  that  is  the  one  you  canvassed  on  t— A.  I  shonld  not  like  to  say 
positively.    I  wonld  not  be  positive*    It  was  some  time  ago.    I  have  never  seen  it  sinoe. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  It  is  indorsed,  *' Canvassed  by  the  board  on  November  13;  L.  A.  Barnes,  chair- 
man."— ^A.  That  is  the  day  we  commenoed  the  canvass — Monday,  the  13th. 
Q.  He  was  the  chairman  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  You  say  that  the  canvassing-board  objected  on  that  ground — of  its  being  signed 
by  the  same  party  f — A.  It  appeared  so  to  me. 

WHY  HE  CHANGED  HIS  OPINION. 

Q.  When  did  yon  change  your  notion  as  to  the  validity  or  regularity  of  the  retnms  T — 
A.  Why,  sir,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  grand  jury  a  numb^  of  election  retnms  were 
put  in  before  the  grand  jury  by  the  county  clerk— I  don't  know  but  the  chairman  of 
the  board,  Mr.  Barnes;  I  don't  remember  about  him — after  the  investigation  before  the 
grand  jury.  The  grand  jury  could  not  find  anything  wron^,  so  I  thought  probably  I 
was  mistaken,  and  donbtless  I  was.    In  that  sense  I  was  mistaken. 

Q.  You  think  everything  was  fair  and  regular,  and  it  onght  to  have  been  can* 
va^edf — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  onght  to  have  been  canvassed. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  grand  jury  adjourned  did  you  come  to  that  opinion  f — A.  The 
circuit  court  convened  on  the  13th,  when  the  grand  jnry  assembled.  The  grand  jnry 
went  to  work ;  I  don't  know  when  'they  got  on  that  particular  matter  of  Archer ;  I 
think  it  was  the  next  week— Thursday,  the  24th ;  on  a  Thursday,  at  any  rate. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  money  to  change  your  opinion  in  this  caset — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  anybody  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  State  canvassing-board,  or  of  persons  composing  the  State  canvassing- 
board  I — ^A.  No,  sir.  • 

Q.  You  saw  no  money  pass  between  any  of  you  there  f — ^A.  None  passed,  that  I{am 
positive  of. 
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Q.  There  was  none  ? — A.  I  don't  thiDk  there  was  any  passed  on  either  side.  I  was 
with  both  parties  from  this  coiinty,  those  representing  tne  democratic  side  of  the  qne«- 
tion  and  those  on  the  other  side,  and  I  don't  think  there  was  any  passed  on  either  side* 

Q.  How  many  affivavits  have  yon  made  in  this  case  f — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  have 
made  bnt  one. 

Q.  Yon  are  satisBed  bnt  one  T— A.  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  file  bnt  one  before  the  State  canvassing-board  f— A.  I  don't  recollect 
that  I  ever  made  any  affidavit  iu  this  case  particularly. 

Q.  About  Archer  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  did  I — A.  I  don't  think  I  ever  did. 

Q.  Are  yon  positive  abont  that  T — A.  In  regard  to  Archer  precinct  T 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  made  some  explanatory  statements  abont  refusing  to 
si^  the  returns,  and  afterward  I  signed  them,  and  gave  my  reasons  explanatory  for 
doing  so. 

Q.  When  did  yon  make  that  f — A.  I  believe  I  did  that  at  the  conrt-honse. 

Q.  You  never  made  any  other  affidavit  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  make  a  statement  before 
Judge  Dawkins  in  regard  to  it. 

Q.  Were  you  examined  before  the  State  canvassing-board  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  file  anything  except  the  two  you  now  speak  of,  the  explanatory 
statement  and  the  one  before  Judge  Dawkins  f — A.  That  is  all  I  ever  did  in  regard  to 
this  Archer  matter ;  I  know  I  never. 

Q.  I  mean  in  regard  to  the  Archer  matter? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibmax  : 
Q.  Yonr  statements  taken  altogether  amount  to  about  your  testimony  altogether ', 
that  la  to  say,  you  stated  inthe  first  place  what  you  thought  about  the  regularity  of  the 
matter,  and  then  in  your  subsequent  statement  you  gave  your  subsequent  oonclu- 
sion. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  That  was  about  what  it  amounted  to  f — A.  I  first  objected  on  very  good  grounds^ 
Q.  Subsequently  you  signed  the  return  because  the  ground  was  not  sound  f — A. 
Secondly  I  signed  the  final  return  of  the  county  canvassing  to  the  State  boards 
together  with  the  other  two.    First  I  refused  and  withheld  my  consent  for  about  eight 
or  ten  days ;  after  the  matter  was  investigated  then  I  differed  in  my  opinion,  and 
signed  the  returns,  writing  out  an  explanatory  statement  of  my  principal  reason  be^ 
eanae  the  matter  had  been  investigatea  by  the  grand  Jury. 


Gainssville,  January  10, 187  7. 

THE  FLOYD  DUKES  AFFIDAVIT. 

TOBT  Adams  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qoestion.  Were  yon  present  at  Archer  on  the  occasion  when  Belton  took  the  affi- 
davit of  Floyd  Dukes  f— Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Walls  there  at  that  time—I  mean  was  he  there  in  Archer  f  — A.  Yes,  sir  ;* 
be  was  there  in  Archer. 

Q.  The  affidavit  which  I  refer  to  was  on  the  25th  of  November,  1876.  Do'  yon  re- 
member it  was  about  that  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Abont  the  time  I  refer  to,  was  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Floyd  Dukes  at  the  time  of  making  this  affidavit  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw 
him. 

Q.  Where  was  he  at  the  time  he  made  the  affidavit  f — A.  In  my  shop. 

Q.  At  Archer  f~ A.  At  Archer. 

Q.  Wlio  was  there  also  f—A.  Me  and  Mr.  Belton.  and  my  wife. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  Mr.  Belton  ask  him  if  he  would  swear  to  that  affidavit  f — A.  Tei^ 
iir. 

Q.  What  was  his  reply  f — ^A.  He  said  he  would. 

Q.  Were  yon  noticing  at  the  time  whether,  when  he  signed  it,  he  held  up  his  hand, 
or  what  were  you  doing  t— A.  He  touched  the  pen  when  he  signed  it. 

Q.  He  touched  the  i>en  at  the  time,  and  was  it  before  or  a^r  that  that  the  judge 
asked  him  if  he  would  swear  lo  it — would  be  sworn  T— A.  Just  before  it,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  the  judge  say  to  him  f— A.  He  asked  him  if  he  would  sign  this  affidavit, 
and  he  told  him — first  he  said  that  he  would  not.  I  said,  *'  It  is  not  any  harm.'' 
**  Well,"  he  said,  "  if  it  is  not  against  me  I  will  sign  it ; "  and  he  did  sign  it.  I  saw  him 
when  he  touched  the  pen,  and  I  stepi>M  out  of  the  door  then  to  caU  Mr.  Walls,  that 
we  three  should  be  present.    He  was  in  a  hurry  when  he  signed  it. 
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harry— Floyd  Dakes  or  Mr.  Belton  T— A.  Floyd  Dakes  was  in  % 

ras  drying  himself;  he  was  all  wet. 

laT,  and  you  had  a  filre  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

I  there  was  the  affidavit  read  to  Floyd  Dukes,  or  don't  you  know 

d  not  see  them  read  it,  sir. 

Walls  come  in  a  buggy  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  in  a  buncy. 

before.    I  saw  that  because  they  were  so  wet.    I  am  certain  they 

}  come  t    Do  you  know  f — ^A.  I  don't  know.    He  generally  rideein 

ar  house  when  they  came  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

1,  and  Belton  dried  himself  at  the  fire  during  this  conversation 

iras  there  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

ih  the  pen  after  saying  he  would  sign  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

iidge  say  about  swearing  to  It  t — A.  He  said  if  it  was  not  againstr 

ainst  him  f — A.  I  told  him,  '*  It  is  not  any  harm  at  all,"  and  so  he 
said  he  would  swear  to  that. 

e  and  sure  that  he  was  there  at  your  house  with  Judge  Belton  f— 
Ause  I  called  him  there  to  see  Mr.  Belton. 
there  to  see  Mr.  Belton.    Where  did  you  find  him  ? — ^A.  I  found 

in  to  see  Mr.  Belton,  and  then  this  conversation  took  place  be- 
Helton,  that  you  have  referred  to  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

>OPER : 

ink  or  sober  ? — ^A.  He  was  sol>er,  sir. 

m  in  the  bar-room  f — ^A.  I  found  him  in  the  bar-room. 

nras  he  f — ^A.  He  was  sober. 

f— A.  Yes,  sir;  because  he  told  me  he  did  not  have  nary  a  drink 

!\\"  I  told  him,  **  as  soon  as  you  get  through  seeing  the  geoUe- 

ive  a  drink ;"  and  we  did. 

the  bar-room  and  found  him,  and  he  said  he  was  dry,  did  he  1 — ^A. 

wanted  something  to  drink  T — A.  Said  he  wanted  to  drink, 
es,  sir. 

'ould  give  it  to  him  f — A.  I  said  I  would  give  it  to  him. 
ou  wanted  him  T — A.  I  told  him  Mr.  Belton  wanted  to  see  him. 
m  what  he  was  wanted  for  t — A.  I  did  not  know  myself, 
they  get  to  your  house  f — A.  In  the  morning,  a  little  after  snnriae. 
-e  in  town  a  little  after  sunrise  f — A.  A  little  after  sunrise. 
r  come  to  town  that  early  T — A.  I  think  he  comes  to  town  at  all 
have  any  specified  time.    He  comes  any  time  he  gets  ready, 
they  say  to  you  when  they  came  there '? — A.  Who  f 
Mr.  Walls  ? — A.  Mr.  Walls  called  me,  and  wanted  me  to  take  Mr. 
im  come  to  the  fire;  that  he  had  some  business  to  attend  to; 
me  to  go  and  hunt  for  Dukes, 
i  to  go  and  hunt  for  Dukes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
n  him  f — A.  Yes ;  he  had  seen  him. 
low  that  t — A.  Because  he  told  me  he  had  seen  him. 
terward  he  told  me  he  had  seen  him  once,  and  he  said  he  would 
^okes  heard  that  it  wasn't  no  harm.    I  told  him  I  did  not  think  it 
st  him  to  sign  it.    Mr.  Belton  told  him  it  was  not.    He  took  my 
ed  it. 

'  say  they  had  seen  him  T — A.  They  had  seen  him  that  morning  or 
[ore  they  came  to  my  house. 

ore  they  came  to  your  house,  and  they  got  to  your  house  about 
lunup. 

live  t — A.  In  Gainesville, 
ther  f — ^A.  In  Archer. 

was  sunup  f — A.  They  came  to  my  house  at  sunup, 
seen  Dukes  before  ? — ^A.  They  had  seen  him  before  thoy  had  seeo 

Dukes  before  you  saw  him,  and  he  had  told  them  that  he  would 

L  you  went  after  Dukes  ? — A.  I  went  after  Dukes. 

im  there,  and  you  told  him  it  would  do  him  no  harm  f~A.  I  told 

L  no  harm  to  sign  it. 

n  no  harm,  did  you  f— A.  It  would  do  him  no  harm  t 

s  not  anytning  against  him. 

him  that  t— A.  I  did. 
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Q.  Did  Belton  tell  hira  that?— A.  Mr.  Belton  did. 

Q.  Did  Walls  f~ A.  Walls  did  not  get  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  not  what  f — A.  Walls  was  not  there. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  say  that  Walls  and  Belton  came  to  yonr  honse  tog^ether  f — A.  Walls 
came  and  called  me,  and  asked  me  to  let  Mr.  Belton  come  in,  and  went  across  the 
street. 

V^.  He  went  across  the  street;  did  Mr.  Belton  send  yon  after  Dakes  f — A.  He  never 
told  me  at  all.  I  went  and  seen  Dukes  for  Walls.  He  had  not  signed  it.  Then  Walls 
told  me  if  I  would  ask  him  whether  he  would  si^n  it  or  not.  Dukes  said  he  woald  not 
doit,  and  then  I  told  him  it  was  not  any  harm  in  it.  He  did  not  take  the  other  men's 
word  for  it,  but  took  mine  and  signed  it. 


Gainesville,  January  10, 1877. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE'S  AFFIDAVIT. 

William  E.  Cessna  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  yon  know  Green  R.  Moore  f — Answer.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  informed  that  Green  R.  Moore  testided  before  the  Honse  committee  that  L. 
A  Barnes  paid  him  $100,  at  Mr.  Dennis's  house,  to  sign  that  affidavit,  [showing.]  Will 
yoQ  examine  that  affidavit  and  state  whether  yon  were  present  at  Mr.  Dennis's  house 
at  the  time  that  affidavit  was  signed  t — A.  [Examining.] 

(The  affidavit  is  as  follows :) 

State  of  Florida,  Alaehua  County  : 

Before  me  come  personally  Green  R.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is 
a  citizen  of  Alachua  County,  Florida;  that  he  is  a  registered  voter  of  said  county  and 
t$tate;  that  he  acted  as  an  inspector  of  election  at  the  precinct  known  as  Archer  pre- 
cinct, No.  2,  in  said  oounty,  at  a  general  election  for  presidential  electors,  roemlier  of 
Congress,  and  State  officers,  held  on  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he 
was  duly  qualified  as  such  inspector :  that  his  presence  at  the  polls  at  said  precinct 
was  continnous  from  the  opening  of  the  poll  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  until  sunset  of  said 
day ;  that  he  signed  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  precinct,  (or 
&Qthori£ed  one  of  his  colleague  inspectors  at  said  precinct  to  do  so,)  which  certificate 
WIS  a  proper  and  correct  return  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  ;  that 
since  so  certifying,  he  has  been  induced  to  make  an  affidavit  representing  such  certifi- 
cate of  returns  to  be  an  incorrect  ivturn  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day : 
that  said  affidavit  was  extorted  from  him  while  under  the  presence  of  strong  mental 
excitement,  and  is  false  in  every  particular,  and  should  not  oe  taken  as  casting  doubt 
QpOD  or  in  any  way  affecting  the  validity  or  correctness  of  the  returns  of  the  vote  cast 
at  Archer  precinct,  No.  2,  and  certified  to  by  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct,  as  afore- 
said. 

[seal.]  green  R.  MOORE. 

8wom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20th,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge, 

Bigoed  in  the  presence  of— 
John  N.  Raymond. 
L.  A.  Barnss. 

Q.  Who  else  was  present  at  that  time  t—A.  Col.  John  W.  Raymond,  Mr.  L.  A.  Barnes, 
•Dd  eapt.  L.  G.  Dennis. 

Q.  State  what  took  place  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  affidavit.  Was  the  affi- 
davit sworn  to  before  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  sworn  to  before  me. 

Q.  Well,  sir,  was  the  affidavit  read  to  himt— A.  Yes,  sir;  read  to  him  twice  by 
myielf ;  first  I  read  it  and  he  said  he  could  not  subscribe  to  it.  I  replied,  "  It  will  uoc 
wm  yoa,  Mr.    Moore."    After  talking  about  some  other  matters,  I  don't  know 


Q- Nothing  in  oonneotion  with  this,  however? — A.  Something  in  relation  to  the 
election,  I  think.  He  asked  me  to  read  it  again.  I  read  it  again,  at  his  solicitation, 
ud  then  I  think  I  laid  it  on  the  table.  He  said,  '*  Let  me  see  the  affidavit ; "  and  he 
took  it  up,  or  I  handed  it  to  him,  I  am  not  sure  which,  and  read  it,  or  a  portion  of  it 
^  least,  and  he  said  he  could  sign  to  that. 

Q.  Did  he  then  swear  and  sign  it  t— A.  He  signed  it  then  and  there. 

Q.  And  swore  to  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  swore  to  it.  I  added  the  jurat  immediately  after- 
*»rd  io  his  presence. 

8.  Eep.  611,  pt.  2 13  ^  , 
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Q.  Was  anythiDg  said  abont  money  during  all  that  time f— A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  You  were  there  in  the  room  T— A.  Where  all  these  persons  were. 

Q.  And  where  he  wast— A.  Where  he  was,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  pay  him  any  money  T — A.  I  saw  no  money  paid  and  heard  nothing 
said  about  money. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  you  would  know  f — ^A.  I  cannotsee  how  it  could  happen  with- 
out my  knowing  it.    I  was  in  the  room  all  the  time. 

Q.  You  heard  all  the  conversation  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  such  circumstance  transpired,  however  f — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I 
saw. 

Q.  Were  the  returns  which  you  received  f^om  the  officers  of  the  election  of  the  same 
character  and  the  same  figures  as  those  received  by  the  clerk  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  com- 
pared with  those  received  by  the  clerk  before  the  canvassing-board. 

Q.  I  mean  the  returns  you  received  as  judge  of  probate ;  lK>th  sets  were  before  the 
canvassing-board  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  both  before  the  canvassing- board. 

Q.  Were  they  alike  in  all  respects  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  all  respects. 

Q.  In  the  same  condition  from  the  time  you  received  them  until  you  put  them  before 
the  canvassiug-board  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  same  condition. 

Q.  Did  anybody  have  the  handling  of  them  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  nobody  else.  They  were 
locked  up  in  my  safe. 

Q.  And  they  were  not  changed  in  any  way  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  was  pasted  on  to  them,  or  taken  off  from  them  f— A.  Not  in  my  posses- 
sioij.  ^ 

Q.  Any  time  to  your  knowledge? — A.  Any  time  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  did  yon  say  Mr.  Moore  made  that  affidavit  t— A.  In  the  parlor  of  this 
building. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  he  signed  it  f — A.  He  did,  most  certainly. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  to  itt — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  swore  to  it  so.  sir,  [indicating.] 

Q.  Did  you  administer  the  oath  f— A.  I  simply  sat  ana  administered  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  the  Holy  Evangelist,  or  the  uplifted  hand  f  — A.  The  uplifted  hand. 

Q.  You  swear  that  now  I — A.  I  swear  that  now. 

Q.  Did  you  not  swear  before  the  House  committee  that  he  did  not  do  that  with  the 
nplilted  bandf — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  swear  he  did  not  do  it  with  the  uplifted  hand. 
The  swearing  was  informal.  I  did  not  make  him  stand  up  this  way,  [indicating,]  but 
as  we  usually  do  it ;  the  usual  way. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  before  the  House  committee,  swear  that  it  was  not  with  the  uplifted 
hand  ? — A.  Not  in  this  position,  [indicating,]  but  he  did  swear  to  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  mean  sitting  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
'     Q.  You  were  sworn  before  the  House  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir;  before  the  House 
committee. 

Q.  How  did  you  describe  Moore  at  the  time  he  took  the.  affidavit  f — A.  I  think  I 
deHcribed  him  as  in  a  position  of  sitting  when  he  subscribed  to  it. 

Q.  Sitting  where  ? — A.  In  the  room  here. 

<4.  That  was  your  description  of  it? — A.  In  the  room;  simply  in  the  room  or  office. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  no  other  particular  place  ? — A.  I  think  I  told  him — gave  him 
the  position  that  we  were  sitting  around  the  table,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  and  you  sit? — A.  I  think  side  by  side. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  about  your  testimony  before  them.  He  was  sitting  at  the  table 
when  he  swore  to  that  affidavit,  with  the  uplifted  hand  ? — A.  We  generally  put  it  this 
way :  **  You  swear  to  it ;"  answer,  *'  Yes."    This  way,  [indicating.] 

By  the  Chaihman  : 

Q.  Your  hand  is  uplifted.  Did  you  not  sweir  it  with  the  uplifted  hand,  informally  ? 
— A.  Yes.  He  says,  **  I  swear  to  it."  He  did  not  swear  with  the  uplifted  hand  ;  that 
is  my  recollection  of  it.  I  don't  know  how  they  got  it  down.  My  recollection  is  that 
he  did  not  swear  to  it  formally,  that  i^«,  standing,  with  the  uplifted  hand. 

Q.  He  did  not  swear  to  it  formally,  with  the  uplitted  hand  f — A.  That  is  my  recollec- 
tion. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  that  he  did  have  the  uplifted  hand  ? — A.  No ;  I  don't  think  he 
did.    1  know  he  did  it  informally,  and  that  is  correct. 

Q.  Did  you  not  swear  before  the  committee  that  he  took  the  oath  informally  and 
not  with  the  uplifted  hand  ? — A.  Sitting. 

(^.  111  sitting?— A.  That  was  my  intention  to  say— in  sitting  at  the  table  that  the 
Out  11  was  intornially  administered,  and  not  with  the  uplifted  hand:  still  I  don't  know 
how  they  got  it  down.    I  know  what  I  intended  to  say,  that  he  did  not  stand  formally 
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with  tbe  nplifted  hand.    I  simply  raised  my  hand  and  said, ''  Yon  swear  to  it.''    He 
says,  "  Yes,"  and  signed  it. 

Q.  And  yon  now  think  he  swore  to  it  with  %he  nplifted  hand ;  do  yon  sav^that 
DOW  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  yon  mean  by  swearing  with  the  uplifted  hand.  He 
swore  in  this  position. 

By  tbe  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yon  mean  holding  his  hand  away  np  f — A.  Ko,  I  don*t  meaa  to.  say  that.    I  says, 
"  You  swear  to  it,"  acd  held  my  hand  np. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Explain  how  you  held  your  hand  up  f — ^A.  Up  partially,  this  way,  [indicating.] 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  he  hold  his  hand  np  at  all,  or  did  he  simply  say,  '^  I  swear  to  itf — ^A.  He 
simply  said,  "  I  swear  to  it." 

Q.  He  did  not  hold  np  his  hand  at  all  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  raise  his?— A.  My  recollection  is — I  don't  know  how  they  have  got  their 
testimony;  these  are  the  facts.  I  gave  simply  this.  That  he  did  not  swear  to  it 
formally,  that  is  by  standing  on  his  feet  and  huldlng  up  his  right  hand.  We  did  not 
have  any  Bible,  but  I  says,  *^You  swear  to  it ; "  that  is  tbe  snm  and  snbstance  of  it.  I 
can't  give  tbe  exact  words  and  don't  pretend  to.  Now  I  won't  say  positively — let  me 
think  aboat  it  a  little  time— I  won't  say  positively 

Q.  That  he  had  tbe  nplifted  hand  f^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  that  about  the  jurat ;  did  you  read  it  t — A.  I  read  it,  a  portion  of  it  at 
least,  when  I  wrote  this,  '*  sworn  to  and  subscribed." 

Q.  You  read  that  as  yon  wrote  it,  word  by  word  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  word  by  word. 

Q.  Is  that  your  habit  in  the  way  of  jnratsf — A.  I  can't  say  that  I  have  any  particu- 
lar habit.    Sometimes  I  write  them  before  they  are  subscribed  to. 

Q.  Was  this  before  or  after  be  signed  itf — A.  It  was  written  after  he  signed  it. 

Q.  After  he  signed  it  f — ^A.  After  he  sigped  it,  I  wrote  it. 

Q-  After  be  swore  to  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  affidavit  is  not  in  your  handwriting  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  took  the  affidavit  and 
administered  the  oath  with  my  hand,,  so,  [indicating.] 

Q.  I  understand  you  perfectly  how  it  was  done. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  signed  his  own  name  after  reading ;  it  was  twice  read  by  you  to  him  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  am  not  certain  as  to  that.    I  thiuk  some  others  read  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  he  sa^  what  his  motives  were  in  signing  that  affidavit  f — A.  My  recollection 
as  to  that  is  this:  that  he  said  in  substance  that  he  bad  done  the  republican  party 
wrong  in  making  the  other  affidavit,  and  he  was  willing  to  do  anything  to  correct  it. 
This  us  my  recollection  of  the  sum  and  substance  of  it. 


Gainesville,  January  10, 1S77. 

NO  STATUTE  OF  LIMITATION. 

L.  A.  Barnes  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live  t — ^Answer.  Gainesville. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  resided  here  f — A.  About  three  or  four  years  in  the  town,  but 
twelve  in  the  county  and  in  tbe  State. 

Q.  Do  they  call  a  man  a  carpet-bagger  after  twelve  years'  residence  f — A.  They  do 
me. 

Q.  It  depends  upon  how  he  votes  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  soppoae  if  he  V(»tes  the  democratic  ticket  he  is  not  a  carpet-bagger  f — ^A.  He  is 
a  good  citizen  then,  particularly  if  he  pays  as  much  taxes  as  I  do. 

Q.  If  he  votes  the  republican  ticket  there  is  no  statute  of  limitation  as  to  his  being  a 
carpet-bagger  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  that  rules  him  out  f— A.  It  does,  sir ;  they  call  me  a 
carpet-bagger. 

Q.  Were  you  present  on  the  20th  of  November  at  Mr.  Dennis's  house  at  the  time  Mr. 
Moore  was  present,  and  there  was  some  question  in  reference  to  an  affidavit  t — ^A.  Ye8> 
sir ;  tbe  date  I  don't  know,  but  I  remember  the  affidavit  question. 

Q.  Yon  remember  tbe  occasion  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  else  were  present  f— A.  Colonel  Raymond  and  Judge  Cessna. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Dennis  f — A.  And  Dennis  himself. 
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Q.  Where  is  Dennis  now  t — A.  At  Tallahassee. 

Q.  When  did  he  leave  for  Tallahassee  f— A.  On  Monday,  the  8th. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  depot  at  the  time  he  was  to  leave  ? — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  there;  what  sort  of  a  crowd,  with  reference  to  Captain  Dennis f — A. 
There  were  some  two  or  three  hundred  people  who  escorted  him  there,  and  came  while 
he  was  there. 

Q.  Who  were  they  t— A.  Colored  people. 

Q.  Colored  people  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  sex  t— A.  Male. 

Q.  Were  there  any  women  or  children  there  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  escorted  hira  to  the  depot  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  they  treat  him  f  Descrihe  the  scene  that  took  place  at  the  depot  in  honor 
to  Captain  Dennis. — A.  They  greeted  him  with  rousing  cheers;  as  he  went  down  to 
the  train  the  crowd  came  with  liim,  about  150  men  and  women  in  it,  and  they  seemed 
delighted  to  see  him,  and  showed  expressions  of  Joy.  They  would  not  allow  him  tof^t 
on  tne  train  until  it  was  ready  to  move  ofif,  and  then  the  crowd  moved  right  with  him, 
and  put  him  on  the  rear  of  the  oar. 

Q.  Did  they  cheer  him  as  they  left  t — A.  They  cheered  him  as  he  left. 

Q.  He  is  very  affectionately  regarded  by  the  colored  people?— A.  Very  much  so,  in- 
de^. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Captain  Dennis  f — A.  Eight  or  ten  years. 

Q.  What  is  his  character — I  will  ask  you  about  his  reputation  afterward — as  an  hon- 
orable man  in  his  dealings  f — ^A.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  remarkably  honorable  roan. 

Q.  Have  you  observed  that  in  him  yourself? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  it  often  re- 
marked that  his  word  was  better  than  the  generality  of  people. 

Q.  Both  in  character  and  reputation  he  is  irreproachable  t — A.  Irreproachable ;  be 
stands  remarkably  high. 

Q.  He  is  a  very  active  republican  politician  f — A.  Yes,  sir  j  very  much  so. 

Q.  Is  there  any  feeling  on  that  account  against  him  in  this  community  f — A.  They 
are  bitter  against  him  on  account  of  his  active  movements  in  politics. 

Q.  Because  he  has  influence  with  the  colored  population  f — A.  That  is  the  greatest 
reason.    If  he  had  no  influence  with  them  there  would  be  no  prejudice  against  him. 

Q.  Is  he  accustomed  to  make  speeches  to  them  upon  political  questions,  and  active 
in  forming  clubs? — A.  Yes, sir;  very  active  in  organizing  and  leading  them. 

Q.  And  they  regard  him  very  atfectiouately  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  more  so  than  any  other 
man  in  the  county. 

Q.  Did  Green  R.  Moore  have  that  aflldavit  read  to  him  by  anybody,  or  did  he  read  it 
himself  that  night  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  in  what  manner.— A.  I  read  it  to  him  once  myself. 

Q.  Did  any  one  else  read  it  to  him  ? — A.  I  think  Cessna  read  it  to  him  onoe  or  twice, 
and  he  read  it  himself,  and  looked  at  it  again,  I  think. 

THE  KEASON  FOR  MAKING  THE  AFFIDAVIT. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  remark  as  to  bis  motive  in  signing  it  in  connection  with  any 
former  affidavit  that  he  had  made  ? — A.  I  think  he  said  he  had  done  the  republican 
party  an  injustice  by  making  an  affida^nt  for  the  oppostition,  and  that  he  was  willing 
to  sign  any  document  that  would  o£fset  it. 

Q.  Was  there  much  persuasion  used  with  him  to  make  hiip  sig^  that  document  ? — A. 
I  don't  think  any  influence  at  all.  He  was  asked  to  do  it.  1  don't  think  there  was 
any  peTfena«ion  at  all. 

Q.  After  he  read  it  through  himself,  and  it  had  been  read  to  him  two  or  three  times, 
what  di<l  he  say  about  it — say  whether  he  would  sign  it  or  not  ? — A.  He  took  up  the 
pen  and  signed  it. 

Q.  Was  ho  sworn ;  did  Judge  Cessna  swear  him,  and  in  what  manner? — ^A.  In  the 
manner  of  the  oath.  We  don't  use  as  much  ceremony  here  as  they  do  in  some  plaoes 
in  taking  the  oath. 

/    Q.  You  use  the  amount  of  ceremony  ordinary  in  such  oases  where  oaths  are  taken 
outside  of  the  court-room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  perfectly  legal. 

Q.  Green  M(»ore  heard  it  read  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  signed  his  own  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  read  thn  affidavit  for  himself  f  —  A.  He  knew  it  all  perfectly. 

Q.  He  signed  it  himself  ?— A.  He  signed  it  himself. 

Q.  He  said  be  was  willing  to  swear  to  it,  as  he  had  made  another  affidavit,  which 
ha<i  done  an  ii\justico  to  the  republican  party,  and  he  was  willing  to  repair  that  i^Jory 
if  he  could  ?— A.'iye8,  sir. 

NO  MONEY  PAID. 

Q.  It  is  said  thatihe  swore  before  tho  House  committ^^e  that  yon  paid  him  for  sign- 
ing that  aflidavit  one  hundred  dollars  at  that  time.  Did  yon  pay  him  one  hundred 
d(»llar8  at  that  time,  or  ai^-oiher  lim^,  or.any  amount  of  money  ? — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  money 
was  never  meiiAioned. 
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Q  Have  yoa  never  paid  him  any  money  f — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  that  traoBaotion.  We 
have  often  had  business  transactions,  bat  no  money  was  ever  passed  fur  signing  that 
or  any  other  docnment. 

Q.  They  were  ordinary  business  transactions? — A.  Ordinary  bnsiness  transactions. 

Q.  No  reUtion  to  this  thing  t — A.  Not  in  the  slightest. 

Q.  Nor  discussed  at  that  time,  nor  in  any  connection  abont  that  time  by  you,  before 
or  after  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  any  statement  that  he  makes  that  you  paid  him  any  sam  of  money  to  in- 
tiaeuce  hiui  in  signing  that  affidavit A.  Is  totally  false. 

AS  TO  CUARACTBR. 

Q-  Isnpposeyoaknow  Judge  Cessna? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  good  character. 

Q.  l>o  you  know  Colonel  Raymond  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ?— A.  Eight  or  ten  years.  Ever  since  I  have  been 
in  the  country. 

Q.  Is  he  a  respectable  gentleman  ? — ^A.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  high  standing 
Id  tbQ  community. 

Q.  These  fonr  men  you  have  named,  I  mean  Raymond,  Cessna,  Dennis,  and  yourself, 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  republicans? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Coopek.  It  is  a  misfortune. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  it  a  misfortune,  so  far  as  a  man's  social  position  is  concerned,  to  be  a  republican  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir;  detrimental  to  bis  social  position. 
« Q.  Is  it  detrimental  to  his  business  relations  ?— A.  I  don't  know  that  it  wonld  be. 
He  gets  the  republican  trade  by  being  a  republican. 

Q.  How  about  the  democratic  trade  ?— A.  They  wouldn't  be  so  apt  to  trade  with  him. 

Q-  A  man  wants  to  trade  with  all  classes  of  the  community? — A.  It  is  injurious  to 
them  on  that  account. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  given  any  information  to  Captain  Dennis  in  reference  to  his  per- 
sonal safety  in  this  vicinity  that  you  remember? — A.  I  don't  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Q.  I  did  not  know  thkt  you  ever  did  or  not.  You  have  heard  the  quest  ion  discussed  ? 
— ^A.  Yee,  sir ;  I  heard  people  say  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to  come  here,  but  I  felt 
the  danger  was  on  the  way  more  than  in  the  town. 

Q.  On  the  railroad  ?— A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  He  might  have  asked  Colonel  Raymond  to  meet  him  at  Waldo.  Do  yon  know  if 
Mr.  Dennis  telegraphed  him  to  meet  him,  so  as  to  come  with  him  on  the  way  down 
when  he  was  summoned  before  this  committee  ? — A.  He  telegraphed  to  me  to  meet  him 
at  Waldo. 

Q.  Did  Colonel  Raymond  go  or  yon  ? — A..  I  went. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  motive  in  meeting  him  except  to  see  him  safe  here  ? — A. 
That  was  all,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  two  were  not  molested  at  all?— A.  No,  sir;  no  demonstration. 

THE  ACADEMY  MEETING. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  academy  in  this  town,  at  a  meeting  during  the  last  campaign, 
where  Mr.  Dennis  was,  and  Mr.  Brown  desired  to  be  heard,  and  there  were  some  pistols 
fired  off  from  the  outside  into  the  building  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  transpired  on  that  occasion.  What  was  the  subject  of  discussion  that 
eTening  ? — A.  It  was  finances.  ^ 

Q.  Coonty  finances  ? — ^A.  County  finances. 

Q.  That  was  given  out  as  the  subject  before  the  meeting  assembled  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  spoke  at  the  meeting  ? — A.  Mr.  Brown.  I  don't  remember  who  opened  the 
meeting  by  speaking.    Captain  Dennis  replied  to  him. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Brown  a  democrat  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  came  he  to  be  there  ?  Did  he  request  to  speak  ?~A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  invited, 
and  came  and  wished  to  be  heard. 

Q.  They  gave  him  a  respectful  hearing? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  treated  him  with  a  great 
deal  of  courtesy. 

Q.  Mr.  Dennis  replied  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  gave  some  fact«. 

Q.  What  took  place  while  Mr.  Dennis  was  speaking  ?— A.  Two  pistols  were  fired  out- 
side of  the  building. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  crowd  in  the  building  ?— A.  They  dispersed,  most  of  them. 

Q-  Well,  did  they  all,  or  mobt  of  them,  come  back  after  a  while  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they 
re-Assembled. 

Q.  Was  there  an  effort  made  to  pet  them  back  again  ?— A.  Yes, sir;  to  get  them  in. 

Q.  Did  the  crowd  seem  to  be  frightened  when  the  pistol-shots  were  fired  ?— A.  Yes, 
air;  very  much  alarmed. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Was  Mr. Dennis  frightened t— A.  Well,  he  never  shows  mnch  fright;  but  I  gnew 
he  was  a  little  alarmed,  as  well  as  anybody. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  mark  of  any  pistol-balls  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  meeting  rt>'.i8semb]ed  afterward  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  meetings  of  the  club  continued  after  that  during  the  canvass  f — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  trouble  that  occurred  f — A.  None,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  effort  being  made  to  ferret  it  out  by  anybody  t— A.  I  don't 
think  there  was. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reward  in  any  way  T~A.  Yes,  sir;  by  the  town. 

Q.  Who  was  that  done  by  T — A.  By  the  town  council. 

Q.  W^hat  is  the  politics  of  that  body ;  do  you  know  f— A.  I  gnese  the  majority  of 
them  are  democrats. 

Q.  The  majority  were  democrats  who  offered  the  reward  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  offered 
a  reward. 

Q.  How  much  t— A.  Not  as  much  as  they  ought  to. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  did  they  offer  T— A.  I  could  not  say,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  good  character.  What  is  your  estimate ;  how  do  you  form  an  esti- 
mate of  character;  or,  rather,  is  your  opinion  of  character  the  general  reputation 
among  neighbors  ? — A.  That  is  one  way  I  do. 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  do  f — ^A.  And  when  I  speak  of  personal  acquaintance  it  is  the 
general  knowledge  I  have  of  them. 

Q.  In  stating  the  good  character  of  persons,  is  your  estimate  based  on  this  informa- 
tion, or  the  general  estimation  of  neignliors  ? — ^A.  Upon  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  On  your  own  knowledge? — A.  And  their  standing  in  the  community. 

Q.  Both  your  own  knowl^ge  and  their  general  reputation  among  those  who  know 
them  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  your  basis  of  opinion  as  to  good  character? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  yuu  were  present  when  Mr.  Moore  signed  this  affidavit  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  drunk  or  sober  ? — A.  He  was  sober. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  read  to  him,  and  be  read  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  was  it  read  so  often  to  him  ? — ^A.  Well,  he  wanted  to  get  the  sense  of  it,  I 
presume;   wanted  to  know  Just  what  it  was.         » 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  objection  to  signing  it  ? — A.  The  objection  he  made  was  that  he 
had  signed  one ;  that  was  the  iirst  and  before.    It  looked  in  poor  taste  to  sign  another. 

Q.  That  was  when  he  first  came  ? — A.  Yes ;  when  he  first  came. 

Q.  Afterwards  he  signed  it  f— A.  Afterwards  he  signed  it. 

Q.  Now  you  say  he  swore  to  it  formally  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner— on  the  Bible  f — ^A.  No  Bible  used  ;  it  was  in  this  way  ;  [indicat- 

Q.  Was  he  sitting  when  he  signed  it  ? — A.  I  really  could  not  say. 

Q.  Was  he  sitting  when  he  swore  to  it  ? — ^A.  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 

Q.  You  were  examined  before  the  House  committee  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  testify  there  as  to  his  position  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  the  qnea- 
tion  was  asked  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  that  he  swore  to  it  standing  f — A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  Not  then,  in  that  testimony  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  1  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  How  do  yon  say  it  was  now  f — A.  I  could  not  swear  whether  it  was  standing  or 
sitting ;  of  course  he  had  to  lean  over. 

Q.  At  the  time  he  swore  to  it  t — ^A.  I  could  not  really  swear  to  that,  whether  he  was 
standing  or  sitting. 

Q.  And  yet  you  were  positive  he  did  it  with  an  uplifted  hand  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  there 
was  the  motion  of  the  judge  when  he  asked  him  if  he  swore  to  it,  and  the  judge  threw 
up  his  hand. 

O.  Did  Moore  t — A.  I  could  not  swear  that. 

J,  That  Moore  put  up  his  hand  f— A.  No,  sir. 


Gainesville,  January  10, 1677. 

GREEN  R.  MOORB  APFIDAVIT. 

John  W.  Raymond  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  Gainesville,  now, 
Q.  You  are  a  white  man !— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  you  present  at  Mr.  DeoDis's  house  at  the  time  Green  R.  Moore  was  there, 
and  the  question  was  with  reference  to  the  signing  of  an  affidavit  hy  Moore?— A.  I 
was  present  here  one  evening  when  Mr.  Moore  did  sign  an  affidavit. 

Q.  State  the  circnmstancea. — A.  Well,  I  was  in  the  parlor  when  Green  Moore  came 
in  with  some  one,  I  do  not  remember  who  he  came  in  with,  and  he  sat  there  readiug  a 
paper,  and  I  read  the  affidavit  there  to  him  twice,  I  thlnlc.  I  would  not  be  sure  but 
what  it  was  three  times,  hut  twice  I  am  confident.    I  saw  him  sign  it. 

Q.  You  saw  him  swear  to  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  I  heard  Mr.  Cessna  ask  him,  when 
he  fixed  this  affidavit,  or  the  jurat,  as  you  call  it;  he  said,  *^  You  solemnly  swear,'' and 
Monre  threw  up  his  hand  and  nodded  his  head. 

Q.  Can  you  come  somewhere  near  the  date? — A.  My  impression  is  now  that  it  was 
about  the  ^th  of  November  or  the  21st. 

Q.  It  was  on  the  20th  f — A.  Somewhere  about  that  time. 

Q-  Who  else  were  in  the  room  when  you  were  there  f — A.  Mr.  Cessna  and  Mr.  Barnes. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Dennis  there? — ^A.  Mr.  Dennis  was  in  there  part  of  the  time,  and  I  don't 
think  nearly  all  the  time. 

Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Dennis  now  ? — A.  I  expect  Mr.  Dennis  is  in  Tallahassee. 

Q.  He  started  for  Tallahassee,  did  he  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  where  he  was  going 
Monday. 

Q.  It  is  alleged  that  Green  R.  Moore  testified  before  the  House  committee  that  he 
was  paid  then  and  there  by  Mr.  Barnes  |100  to  sign  that  affidavit.  Did  any  such  cir- 
cumstance take  place? — A.  I  was  not  aware  of  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Was  there  no  money  paid  in  yonr  presence  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  there  at  the  time?— A.  I  was  there  from  the  time  Mr.  Moore  came  in 
until  he  went  out. 

Q.  Nothing  was  said  about  money  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  reason  for  making  the  affidavit,  having  any  reference  to  any  for- 
mer affidavit  that  he  had  made? — A.  I  know  I  had  the  impression  from  what  he  said. 
He  said  something  like  this :  that  he  was  satisfied  that  he  knew,  and  that  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  he  had  done  an  injury  to  somebody  or  the  party,  and  he  was  willing  to  do 
anything  he  oould  to  remedy  it. 

AS  TO  CHARACTER. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  neighborhood  or  county  ? — A.  I  have  been  in  this 
county  nine  years. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  from  ? — A.  Massachusetts. 

Q.  Whit  has  been  your  occupation  in  this  counny  ?— A.  Planting. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Captain  Dennis  ? — A.  The  first  I  knew  of  Captain 
Dennif,  to  know  much  about  him,  was  when  he  was  a  private  in  Company  E,  Eighth 
Regiment,  in  the  three  months'  campaign  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Q.  Of  the  northern  army  ? — A.  Of  the  northern  army ;  the  Eighth  Massachusetts 
ToluDteer  militia  regiment  that  went  out. 

Q.  Have  you  known  him  dnring  your  residence  in  this  county? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Dennis's  character  and  reputation  ? — ^A.  Well,  his  character  is  that 
he  is  a  very  smart  politician.    He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  politician. 

Q.  How  about  being  an  honorable  man  in  his  bnsiness  relations  ?  Is  he  a  man  of 
truth,  &c.  ? — A.  I  have  heard  one  man  say,  particularly  in  talking  of  business  trans- 
actions, that  Dennis  was  the  only  man  that  if  he  was  to  promise  money  at  such  a  time, 
or  he  had  a  note  coming  due,  he  told  me  he  would  expect  to  get  it  when  due ;  or  if  he 
promised  the  money  he  would  expect  to  get  the  money. 

Q.  Was  the  man  who  said  that  a  republican  or  democrat? — A.  A  democrat — Mr. 
Carlisle,  who  kept  a  store,  said  that. 

Q.  You  think  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  an  honorable  man  and  a  good  citizen  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  beard  the  foreman  of  the  last  grand  jury,  Cal.  Cokeley,  say  that. 

Q.  Is  he  a  democrat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Captain  Dennis  is  a  very  active  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Barnes  very  well  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  and  reputation  ? — ^A.  His  character  and  reputation,  so  far 
as  I  know,  is  good. 

Q.  You  know  him  very  well,  don't  you  ? — A.  I  have  been  assessor  and  he  has  been 
collector.  I  have  been  around  the  county  and  have  heard  Mr.  Barnes  spoken  of  very 
highly  by  people.  I  was  not  much  acquainted  with  him  myself,  but  have  become  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  him  since  I  have  begun  to  assess  than  I  was  before. 

Q.  Barnes  has  a  good  reputation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  all  yonr  relations  with  him  so  far  as  you  have  known,  he  has  been  honor- 
able and  apright  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.   ^ 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Yon  said  you  heard  Mr.  Carlisle  say  that  Mr.  Dennis  was  good  in  paying  his 
debts? — ^A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  honorable  in  that  way  ?  Have  you  ever  heard  him  speak  of  him  as  a  politi- 
dau  f — ^A.  No  way ;  no,  sir.    Never  heard  him  speak  of  him  as  a  politician. 
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Q.  You  heard  him  well  spoken  of  often,  yon  say  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  men  of  the  opposite  party  f — A.  In  his  hasiness  relations. 

Q.  Just  in  business  relations,  yon  have  heard  Mr.  Barnes  spoken  well  of  by  the  me 
of  the  opposite  party  as  a  man  of  good  reputation  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  over  the  county  T — ^A.  By  those  who  knew  him,  and,  in  fact,  they  knew  him 
at  that  time  when  he  was  Koing  around  better  than  I  did. 

Q.  So  it  was  with  Mr.  Dennis? — ^A.  I  met  a  Mr.  John  Dell  and  others  at  Newnans- 
ville,  where  I  was  assessing.  Mr.  Dell  lives  near  to  one  of  the  precincts  at  Wacasassa. 
The  assessors  had  to  go  to  the  different  precincts  to  assess,  and  the  people  met  him 
there.  One  of  the  precincts  was  at  Mr.  Dell's  place,  up  at  Wacasassa.  He  had  a  plan- 
tation there.  Mr.  Barnes  sent  out  a  letter  by  me.  He  talked  to  me  about  Mr.  Barnes, 
and  came  and  introduced  himself  to  me.  Mr.  Dell  said  to  me,  **  I  don't  know  yon,  but 
I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Barnes,  and  from  what  I  hear  you  and  Barnes  will  do 
to  go  together."  He  also  said  that  Barnes  was  the  hardest- working  man  be  knew  in 
the  State.  He  said  that  he  knew  him,  and  he  said,  also,  that  '*  I  think  you  are  one  of 
the  hardest-working  men  that  ever  I  knew.    You  are  both  alike  in  that  respect." 

Q.  He  was  generally  spoken  of  well  by  parties  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  yon  see  Captain  Dennis  last  T — A.  I  saw  him  last  Monday. 

Q.  Here  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  a  speech  on  Saturday  night  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  him 
make  the  speech. 

THE  MOORE  AFFIDAVIT. 

Q.  At  a  republican  meeting  Saturday  night? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  ^ou  were  present  when  Mr.  Moore  made  that  affidavit? — ^A.  I  was  pres- 
ent when  he  signed  it. 

Q.  Was  he  drunk  or  sober  ? — ^A.  Sober,  I  think.  I  am  not  much  acquainted  with 
him. 

Q.  You  think  he  was  sober  ? — ^A.  I  have  seen  him  when  I  thought  be  was  under  the 
influence  of  liquor.  He  was  a  man  I  was  never  much  acquainted  with.  I  saw  bim  a 
little  while  ago  at  Archer  when  the  folks  were  saving,  *'  What  is  the  trouble  with 
Moore?''  and  they  said,  **He  has  taken  too  much.''  He  was  sloshing  around  there 
and  talking  wild,  as  I  thought.  I  asked  who  he  was.  They  said  he  had  a  little  liquor 
in  him. 

Q.  You  think  he  was  sober  that  day  ? — ^A.  I  should  think  he  wps. 

Q.  You  say  he  solemnly  swore  to  it  with  uplifted  hand? — ^A.  Yes;  just  threw  his 
hand  up. 

Q.  Where  was  he  ? — A.  In  the  parlor. 

Q.  Sitting  or  standing  ? — A.  I  think  he  was  standing  half  bent  over  the  table.    That 
is  my  impression.    He  kind  of  leaned  on  the  table  in  this  way.  [Indicatiug.] 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  ^alf  standing  ? — ^A.  That  is  my  impression. 
By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  Half  standing  ?~A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Who  swore  him  ? — A.  Judge  Cessna. 

Q.  Did  he  write  the  jnrat  before  or  after  he  signed  it  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that 
he  wrote  it  after.    Now,  I  could  not  XH>aitively  say. 

Q.  You  would  not  swear  to  that  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  dLstioctly  how  that  was? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Moore  sat  at  the 
table  and  signed  it ;  I  sat  toward  the  door. 

Q.  You  x>ositively  swear  that  he  said,  *'  You  solemnly  swear  to  it,"  with  an  uplifted 
hand  ? — A.  I  am  positive  that  is  what  Judge  Cessna  said  to  hipi,  and  he  threw  up  his 
hand  and  nodded  his  head. 

Q.  You  think  he  threw  up  his  hand  ?  You  are  satisfied  of  that  ? — ^A.  I  am  satisfied 
of  that. 

Q.  You  think  he  was  half  standing? — A.  I  know  he  was  not  standing  up  straight; 
he  is  a  very  tall  man.    My  impression  is  that  he  bent  over  the  table  when  he  signed  it. 

Q.  Did  he  sit  at  all  ? — A.  I  saw  him  sitting  so.    [Indicating.] 

Q.  You  don't  think  he  was  sitting  when  he  signed  it? — A.  I  don't  think  he  was. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  Judge  Cessna  said  when  he  swore  him  ? — A.  He  merely  said, 
"You  solemnly  swear." 

Q.  Is  that  all  he  said  ?— A.  That  is  all  he  said.  He  might  have  said  more,  but  that  is 
my  impression.  It  was  done  right  off'-hand.  This  is  the  way  when  a  man  does  any- 
thing of  that  kind  here ;  they  don't  go  through  with  a  great  deal  of  form. 

Q.  Did  he  go  through  the  form  that  they  usually  go  through  with  ? — A.  I  think  he 
did,  from  what  I  have  seen  people  do  here.  • 

Q.  Who  do  you  say  were  present  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Cessna  was  present,  Barnes  preeent,  and, 
my  impression  is,  Captain  Dennis.  I  would  not  be  sure  about  that ;  he  was  iu  aud  out 
of  the  room ;  I  don't  think  all  the  time,  though. 

Q.  Were  they  all  republicans  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  for  anything  that  I  know  ot 
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Gainesville,  January  10, 1877. 

REPUBLICAN   MEETING  FIRED  INTO. 

James  B.  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Qaeetion.  Where  do  yon  reeide? — Answer.  GainesVille,  Fla. 

Q.  State  if  you  were  present  at  the  meeting  on  the  2l8t  of  An^cnst,  at  the  academy  in 
this  town — a  political  meeting? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  the  date,  1  saw  it  pub- 
lished in  the  paper. 

Q.  Ton  were  there  at  the  meeting  f — A.  I  was  there  at  the  meeting. 

Q.  State  how  yon  came  to  be  there  ?~A.  I  was  invited  by  the  colored  people  to  ad- 
dress them  on  the  financial  condition  of  the  county. 

Q.  Invited  by  the  colored  people  to  address  them  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  went  there  in  pursuance  of  that  invitation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  occurred— all  about  it,  as  yon  recollect  it. — A.  Yon  want  everything 
that  occurred  ? 

Q.  All  that  occurred ;  tell  what  it  was. — A.  Immediately  after  I  got  there,  Mr.  Walls 
moved  that  I  be  invited  to  address  the  meeting ;  Capt.  L.  O.  Dennis  objected  to  it  on  the 

Stinnds  that  the  meeting  was  not  organized.  They  proceeded  then  to  orga  nize  a 
ayes  and  Wheeler  club.  Captain  Dennis  then  objected  on  the  ground  thnt  it  was 
a  political  club,  and  that  a  democrat  shouldn't  be  allowed  to  address  them.  Mr.  Walls 
made  a  motion  that  I  be  allowed  to  address  them,  which  was  carried,  and  I  was  then 
iuvited  in  the  building;  I  was  outside  at  the  time. 

Q.  Well,  what  else  was  done? — A.  Captain  Dennis  then  moved  that  no  one  but  a 
member  of  the  club  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  20  minutes,  which  was  carried.  I, 
as  far  as  the  time  would  permit,  made  a  statement  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  coun- 
ty. Captain  Dennis  then  got  n^  to  reply  to  it,  and  he  had  spoken  about  15  or  20 
minutes  when  some  one  fired  a  pistol  at  one  of  the  windows.  A  short  time  after  that 
there  was  another  pistol  fired,  whereupon  there  was  a  general  stampede ;  some  one  put 
out  the  lights  through  the  building;  the  lights  were  afterward  lit,  and  the  meeting 
assembled  again.  Captain  Dennis  again  addressed  them,  and  then  stated  to  them  that 
if  that  was  toe  course  that  democrats  were  pursuing  he  counseled  them  to  retaliation. 
When  he  got  upon  the  subject  of  retaliation  I  asked  nim  to  stop ;  that  I  was  compelled 
to  go  home,  and  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  to  them ;  and  I  spoke  to  them,  tell- 
ing them  that  I  regretted  that  he  had  advised  a  course  of  retaliation  ;  that  whoever 
h^  done  this  should  be  prosecuted  before  the  law,  and  not  punished  by  retaliation  ; 
andl  left  then  for  home. 

Q.  Was  there  any  marks  of  bullets  about  there  ? — A.  I  went  the  next  day  and  exam- 
ined the  room,  and  I  couldn't  see  any  signs  of  bullets.  I  went  to  the  window  where 
the  flash  was,  and  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  have  been  on  the  ground  to  shoot  in 
the  window.  The  hand  could  not  have  reached  up  more  than  to  the  window  ;  no  one 
cuald  have  seen  any  one  speaking  at  the  part  of  the  room  where  we  stood  awhile 
talking. 

Q.  Did  the  club  meet  afterward  in  this  town  ? — A.  After  that  night  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Yes;  I  was  there  twice  afterward,  I  think.  1  will  stAte  the  day 
afterward  I  met  Captain  Dennis,  and  he  said  that  I  should  have  a  fair  showing  any 
other  time  1  w*ould  go  up  to  the  meeting.  I  went  twice  afterward,  bnt  never  was  per- 
mitted to  talk  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  more  trouble — any  shooting? — A.  After  that  night  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

reward  offered. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  reward  was  offered  ;  and,  if  so,  by  whom  ?— A.  The 
town  council  ofiered  a  reward  or.  I  think,  $150. 

Q.  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ? — A.  I  offered  a  reward  on  my  own  acconnt  of  $25 
for  anybody  who  did  it,  for  I  felt  that  I  was  there  and  would  have  liked  to  have  known 
the  party. 

Q.  The  council  offered  tl.'iO  and  you  $25  reward  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  the  canvass  in  this  county — I  mean  the  state  of  feeling  during  the  can- 
vans;  was  there  any  ?— A.  During  this  last  canvass? 

Q.  Was  there  any  difBcnlty  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  a  more  peaceful  canvass  in  my 
life.  There  was  some  excitement,  but  no  violence.  I  never  saw  anything  more  peace- 
fol. 

Q.  During  the  whole  canvass  ? — A.  I  never  saw  but  one  quarrel,  and  that  was  be- 
tween two  colored  men  at  the  depot. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  convention  at  which  Governor  Drew  was  nominated  ? — A.  I 
was  a  member. 

Q,  A  member  of  the  convention  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Where  did  it  meet  ?— A.  In  Quiucy,  Fla. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


202  FLORIDA — ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Q.  Was  it  a  large  convention  f — A.  The  largest  I  had  ever  seen  assembled  in  the 
State. 

Q.  Were  the  proceedings  harmonious  or  otherwise? — A.  Almost  unanimous,  jrou 
might  say. 

Q.  Was  there  any  recommendation  in  that  convention  in  regard  to  violence  or  the 
use  of  violence? — A.  None.  All  the  counsel  given  during  the  whole  canvass  by  the 
democratic  party  was  for  peace  and  quietness. 

Q.  Did  that  particular  convention  pass  any  resolutions  looking  to  it,  or  was  there 
any  allusion  to  other  States  in  that  connection  ? — A.  Noue,  I  think.  If  any  one  bad 
offered  a  resolution  of  violence  they  would  have  been  hissed  out  of  the  house.  That 
is  my  impression  ;  the  feeling  was  such. 

Q.  Was  there  any  recommendation  as  to  pursuing  any  particular  policy,  alluding  to 
any  other  State  in  any  way  ? — ^A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  any? — A.  I  don't  recollect  any  such  effort  being  used.  The 
only  resolution  that  was  offered  there  that  I  thought  at  all  wrong,  and  that  created 
any  excitement,  was  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  acting  with  the  republicans  fur 
some  time,  to  the  effect  that  the  word  *' conservative''  be  stricken  out,  and  that  it 
should  be  purely  a  democratic  convention ;  which  resolution  was  unanimonsly  voted 
down. 

Q.  It  was  voted  down?— A.  Yes ;  and  it  stands  "  the  conservative  democratic  party 
of  Florida." 

GOVERNOR  DREW. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Governor  Drew's  nativity — where  he  was  from? — A.  From  hearing 
I  have  heard.  Though  hearsay,  I  don't  recollect  which  State.  I  have  heard  them  say 
that  be  was  a  northern  man  b^  birth. 

Q.  When  did  he  settle  in  this  State ;  do  yon  know  ? — ^A.  I  think  about  '66. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  position  in  the  late  conflict  ? — ^A.  He  was  the  conservative  can- 
didate for  governor. 

Q.  I  mean  in  the  late  civil  war. — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  personally  acquainted— only 
from  hearsay.  I  don't  believe  you  want  hearsay — only  what  I  heard  generally  repre- 
sented. 

Q.  Was  he  generally  represented  as  on  one  side  or  the  other? — A.  He  was  repre- 
sented as  a  Union  man.  One  of  the  grounds  for  his  nomioation  was  that  he  was  a 
Union  man ;  that  the  people  of  the  North  would  be  satisfied  that  we  were  in  earnest 
if  we  nominated  a  northern  and  a  known  Union  man  during  the  war.  That  was  a 
strong  argument  in  his  favor  for  hit  nomination. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  here? — A.  Since  July,  '66.  I  believe  he  has  been  living  in 
Florida  since  '52. 

Q.  Captain  Dennis  is  quoted  in  the  papers,  I  notice,  with  speaking  of  some  alleged 
outrage  on  his  place  some  years  ago.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  it,  or  did  yon 
ever  hear  of  it  at  the  time  ? — A.  I  knew  of  the  man  named  Smith. 

A  HORRIBLE  MURDER. 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes ;  I  can't  designate  it  as  his  place.  I  have  read  what  purports  to  be  his 
affidavit :  if  he  had  any  place  there  it  is  more  than  I  know  of.  It  was  done  in  the  np- 
per  part  of  this  county,  and  it  was  a  horrible  murder;  but  it  had  nothing  in  the  world 
to  do  with  politics.    At  the  time  there  was  no  political  excitement. 

Q.  Was  it  understood  at  the  time  about  the  murder  occurred  what  it  was  abont  ? — 
A.  The  reports  were  that  it  was  done  by  some  bad  young  men. 

Q.  From  this  county  ? — A.  Yes;  I  am  satisfied  they  were  from  this  county ;  they  were 
never  arrested,  and  were  never  punished  for  it. 

Q.  It  was  an  outrageous  murder? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  in  control  of  the  State  affairs  then  ? — A.  Captain  Dennis,  so  far  as  this 
county  was  concerned ;  he  has  manipulated  everj^thing. 

Q.  Who  was  the  governor,  then,  at  that  time  ? — A.  Keed ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Was  Captain  Dennis  in  authority  then — ^had  he  an  official  position  ?— A.  He  has 
controlled  this  county  almost  dating  back  to  the  surrender ;  directly  after  that  he  came 
in  here.  I  don't  recollect  exactly  when  he  came  here  to  the  county,  but  ever  since  b« 
has  ruled  it. 

Q.  Was  he  in  office  at  the  time?— A.  I  think  he  was  tax-colleotor  at  the  time. 

Q.  Tax-collector  at  that  time  ?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Who  was  the  judge  of  the  court  then  ? — A.  Judge  Goss ;  that  is  my  recollection ; 
and  he  has  been  since  1868 ;  judge  ever  since. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  were  the  republicans  that  invited  you  to  go  to  the  Academy  meeting  before 
you  went  there  at  all? — ^A.  Colored  men. 
Q.  Who  were  they? — ^A.  Isaac  Davis  was  one  of  them. 
Q.  He  came  and  asked  yon  before  you  said  anything  yourself? — ^A.  He  had  been  talk- 
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ing  abont  two  or  three  weeks  with  me,  aud  were  anxioas  to  know  how  the  county  stood 
financially. 

Q.  Isaac  Davis? — A.  Yps,  sir;  he  lives  in  this  town. 

Q.  Yon  say  he  pntposed  to  have  yon  address  them  before  yon  made  the  proposition 
txf  them  ? — ^A.  After  my  talking  to  him  he  said  he  wonld  like  to  hear  it. 

Q.  This  you  said :  Yon  would  like  to  talk  to  them,  and  they  said  they  would  like  to 
hear  it  f — A.  He  came  in  the  eveniug 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  original  proposition  to  speak. — ^A.  It  come  np  in  this  way :  I  was 
talking  to  them  about  the  condition  of  our  financial  affairs,  and  they  said  they  wonld 
like  to  bear  how  it  stood. 

Q.  So  you  told  them  yon  would  go  there  and  talk  for  a  while  if  they  would  like  to 
hear  you? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  evening  of  the  day  that  they  established  a  Hayes 
and  Wheeler  clnb  they  asked  me  if  I  would  come,  and  I  told  them  I  would.  The  even- 
ing I  don^t  know  particularly. 

Q.  Yon  were  on  the  outside  ? — A.  I  was  on  the  ootside  of  the  rooms. 

Q.  But  out  of  heariug? — A.  No,  sir;  I  heard  every thiug. 

THR  MKBTINO  RESUMED. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  meeting  was  broken  np  in  this  disorder  which  you  have  de- 
scribed did  they  re-assemble  ?-~A.  I  suppose  three  or  four  minutes — five  minutes. 

Q.  They  came  right  back,  did  they  ? — ^A.  Captain  Dennis  seemed  to  be  somewhat 
excited,  and  asked  me  to  accompany  him  home.  He  aud  I  walked  out  of  the  building, 
when,  I  think,  Mr.  Cessna  aud  Mr.  Walls  stopped  him  and  had  a  talk  with  him,  when 
he  returned  back  in  the  bnilding,  and  I  then  returned  back. 

Q.  Yon  wanted  to  protect  bim  from  violence  in  going  home  ? — A.  I  told  him  I  would 
offer  to  see  that  he  wonld  get  home  all  right. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  threats  being  made  at  any  time  against  Captain  Dennis? — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  threats  made.    He  had  one  difiicnlty  here  some  years  ago 

Q.  I  do  not  speak  of  personal  difficulties ;  I  want  to  know  if  you  do  not  know  that 
threata  are  made  in  reference  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  heard  people  say  that  he 
sbonid  be  punished  for  talking  as  he  does.    Never  heard  threats. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  that  threats  were  made  to  him,  so  that  he  and  all  his  friends 
were  alarmed  for  his  safety  ? — A.  Heard  so  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  I  never  heard  so  from  the  reoublican  party,  nor  from  the  democratic. 

Q.  Never  beard  that  threats  were  made,  so  that  he  and  his  friends  were  alarmed  for 
his  safety  ? — ^A.  He  was  telling  it  so. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  ruling  this  county.  Yon  mean  be  was  inflnential  with  the  republi- 
can majority  of  the  county? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  mean  he  ruled  this  county,  so  far  as  the 
connty  is  concerned. 

Q.  The  governor  has  taken  his  advice? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Yon  objected  to  retaliation  by  the  republicans  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  man  ever  being  hanged  in  this  State  for  the  murder  of  a  re- 
publican?— A.  No,  sir. 

MANY  MURDERS  OF  REPUBLICANS. 

Q.  There  have  been  murders  of  republicans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  great  many  of  theui  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  have  condemned  them,  and  said  that 
the  judge  should  be  pot  ont,  so  as  to  stop  murder. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  democratic  juries  to  convict  a  man 
for  killing  a  republican  ? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  A  great  many  men  have  been  tried? — A.  No, sir;  they  have  had  packed  juries. 
My  belief  is  that  they  packed  the  juries  when  they  tried  them. 

Q.  The  men  have  been  acquitted,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  corruption  ot  the 
oonrts. 

Q.  So  that  the  murderers  of  republicans  escaped  through  corruption  and  packed 
jories? — ^A.  I  don't  know  that  it  makes  any  difference  whether  they  were  republicans 
or  democrats,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  ;  they  were  acquitted. 

Q.  Can  yon  speak  of  a  great  many  or  of  any  democrats  that  have  been  killed  by 
republicans? — A.  Now,  if  you  •had  asked  the  question  whether  it  was  a  politicsd 
tbmg 

Q  I  am  not  asking  about  it  politically.  I  take  your  general  declaration  that  there 
has  been  no  murder  of  republicans  for  any  political  object.  I  understand  that  to  be 
yenr  theory. — ^A.  What  I  want  to  say  is  that  the  cause  of  murder  not  being  punished 
is,  the  conrts  have  not  done  their  duty,  and  I  have  condemned  it. 

Q.  You  think  it  is  on  account  of  packe<i  juries  ? — A.  The  juries — the  opinion  is,  in  my 
niind,  and  I  have  so  expressed  it,  that  there  has  not  been  in  this  county  a  jury  for  the 
last  six  or  seven  years  that  has  not  been  packed. 

Q.  Consequently,  republicans  are  murdered  and  nobody  is  pnnisbed  ? — ^A.  Nobody 
is  pnnished.    It  don't  matter  whether  they  are  democrats  or  republicans. 

Q.  Are  there  any  democrats  killed  by  republicans  ? — A.  I  know  men  are  killed.  I 
don't  know  what  their  iiolitics  was. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


204  FLORIDA — ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

don't  know  of  democrats  killed. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  of  democrats  being  killed  by  republicans  f — A.  No*. 

Q.  Now,  if  you  know  of  a  great  many  cases  of  republicans  being  killed  by  demo- 
crats, and  with  packed  juries  and  corrupt  courts  the  men  who  killed  thefn  cannot  be 
convicted,  why  do  yon  advise  against  retaliation,  which  is  a  form  of  self-defenae  f — A. 
If  the  democrats  were  in  equality  here — their  meetings  I  attended  twice  during  the 
canvass.  Had  they  gone  down  fairly  into  that,  the  result  would  have  been  that  they 
would  have  been  caught  at  it.  No  colored  man  could  fire  into  the  house  and  not  be 
caught.  Neither  a  white  man,  and  not  be  caught.  The  building  is  inclosed  in  a 
yard,  and  no  man  who  fiied  the  pistol  could  get  off  without  somebody  seeing  them. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  the  man  who  did  that  shootiug  that  night? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  the  republicans  rush  out  immediately  and  fire  their  pistols  under  the 
house  t — ^A.  That  was  a  little  boy 

Q.  The  republicans  were  searching  for  him ;  they  rushed  out  at  once  ;  why  did  not 
they  find  him  inside  the  fence  ? — ^A.  If  he  had  been  white,  he  would  have  been  caught. 
I  have  no  idea  that  he  was  a  white  man. 

Q.  You  think  the  colored  republicans  amused  themselves  by  firing  into  the  win- 
dows?— ^A.  I  am  satisfied  they  were  put  up  to  do  it. 

Q.  I  think  so  myself;  only  we  differ  about  the  politics  of  those  who  did  it.  Every- 
thing was  lovely  at  your  State  convention  ;  after  it  adjourned,  did  not  the  members 
assemble  in  another  meeting  ? — A.  At  Quiucy  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  I  never  heard  it. 

Q.  Did  they  not  have  a  political  meeting  immediately  afterward  ? — A.  I  left  there 
when  they  were  assembling  a  district  convention  ;  that  assembled  a  little  while  after 
the  State  convention  adjourned.  The  first  district  assembled  in  convention.  When  I 
left  the  town  to  go  down  to  take  the  train  Colonel  Davidson  was  president  of  the 
convention. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  know  what  took  place  besides  In  that  meeting,  the  principles 
and  the  motives  which  actuated  the  convention  which  immediately  met  after  the  other 
convention  adjourned,  wherein  the  Mississippi  plan  was  considered,  and  resolutions 
were  originated  to  study  its  details  aud  apply  them  in  this  State? — ^A.  I  never  heard 
of  it. 

Q.  That  you  know  nothing  about  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  if  any  such  meeting  was  held  I  know 
nothing  of  it. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  good  opportunity  which  you  had  to  speak  to  a  republican  clnb. 
Do  you  know  of  republicans  being  allowed  to  speak  at  any  Tildeu  and  Hendricks  clnb, 
at  any  regular  club-meeting  in  this  town  ? — ^A.  There  was  a  club-meeting  where  Mr. 
Walls  was  invited  to  speak,  and  did  speak. 

Q.  At  a  regular  Tilden  and  Hendricks  club-meeting  ? — A.  A  regular  meeting.  I  was 
not  there  when  it  was  organized,  but  it  was  regarded  as  a  club  meeting. 

Q.  Who  presided  ? — A.  Dr.  Thomas  or  Cuyler ;  I  am  not  certain  which. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Walls  was  allowed  to  go  on,  but  no  other  republican  spoke? — A.  No 
other  republican  spoke. 

Q.  He  addressed  a  regular  Tilden  and  Hendricks  club  ? — A.  It  was  the  citizens  there. 

Q.  In  a  building  or  out  of  doors  ? — A.  In  a  building  where  the  Tildeu  aud  Hendricks 
clnb  met  at  their  evening  meetings. 

Q.  Was  it  the  regular  night  of  meeting,  or  some  other  .night  ? — A.  That  I  could  not 
tell,  because  I  never  knew  the  regular  nights  of  meeting.  I  never  went  unless  somcK 
bddy  asked  me  to  go  around  there.    I  do  not  go  out  at  night. 

TWO  CLASSES  OF  NORTHERN  MEN. 

Q.  What  kind  of  treatment  is  used  toward  northern  white  republicans  in  this  town, 
so  far  as  business  is  concerned  and  social  life,  by  white  democrats  ?^-A.  There  are  two 
classes,  as  we  regard  them  here,  of  northern  people — what  we  term  the  carpet-baggers^ 
and  then  there  is  the  northern  geutleroen. 

Q.  The  northern  gentlemen  are  those  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket? — A.  No,  sir; 
they  are  not. 

Q.  Just  define  the  difference,  and  give  mean  illustration  of  it.— A.  No,  sir;  there  are 
men  here — northern  republicans  here— <of  as  high  standing  as  northern  democrats 
would  be. 

Q.  Is  Captain  Barnes  a  northern  gentleman  ? — A.  Yes ;  he  is  from  Massachusetts. 

Q.  Is  he  a  northern  gentleman  ?  You  describe  the  difference  between  a  gentleman 
and  a  carpet-bagger. — ^A.  He  is  a  sort  of  a  medley. 

Q.  That  is,  he  is  not  a  very  radical  republican? — ^A.  He  is  republican  enough. 
Barnes,  if  left  alone,  is  a  good  enough  man. 

A  CONSERVATIVE. 

Q.  You  thiuk  if  he* would  be  a  democrat — that  would  make  him  a  northern  gentle 
man  ?— A.  I  am  not  a  democrat ;  I  am  a  Douglas  democrat. 
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Q.  Wbo  did  yoa  vote  for  this  year  t — A.  For  the  coDeervative  candidate.  I  am  act- 
ing with  the  democratic  party,  and  have  not  acted  with  any  other  since 

Q.  Tun  voted  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks  7 — A.  I  did,  sir.  I  was  at  the  Saint  Lonis 
convention. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  for  Seymonr  against  Grant  ? — A.  I  reckon  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  for  Greeley  against  Grant  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  1872  ? — A.  I  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Greeley. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  vote  bnt  for  one ;  there  were  two  republicans? — A.  I  did  not  vote  for 
th«  State  ticket. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  democrat  t— A.  I  am  a  conservative. 

Q.  That  is  the  title  they  pnt  on  it  here.  Do  you  think  that  the  spirit  of  that  con- 
vention, as  you  described,  has  characterized  the  campaign  in  this  State  T — ^A.  I  have 
not  been  all  over  the  State.    I  think  as  far  as  Alachua  County  is  concerned  it  has. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  Columbia  County  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  About  breaking  up  republican  clubs,  and  threatening  to  hang  their  members. — ^A. 
I  have  not  been  in  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Was  Columbia  County  represented  in  that  oonTention T— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't 
know 

Q.  Can  yon  remember  the  names  of  the  delegates? — A.  Mr.  Hogan 

Q.  Was  Niblack  a  delegate  from  Columbia  County  in  that  convention  ?  Was  there 
any  other  one  there? — A.  I  don't  recollect  seeing  any  of  the  Niblack  family  there, 
though  they  may  have  been.  I  don't  recollect  who  besides.  I  recollect  meeting  Mr. 
Hogan  there ;  bnt  it  is  a  large  family,  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  there  were  some 
of  them  there. 


Gainrsville,  January  10, 1877. 

REPUBUCAN  MEETING  FIRED  INTO. 

Tbbodore  C*  Go8S  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Qnention.  Were  you  present  at  a  meeting  in  the  Academy  here  on  the  2lRt  of  August  ? — 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  day.  I  never  paid  any  attention  at  the 
time. 

Q.  Were  yon  there  at  the  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Brown  spoke  and  Captain  Dennis 
replied  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  St^te  what  occurred. — A.  Well,  we  met,  and  after  the  meeting  was  called  to  order 
Mr.  Walls  said  there  was  a  democrat,  or  something  to  that  effect,  wbo  would  like  to 
peak.  At  that  time  there  were  some  objections,  but  finally  it  was  pnt  to  a  vote  whether 
Mr.  Brown  be  allowed  to  address  them  or  not.  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  whether  it 
was  Mr.  Brown  or  some  other  gentleman,  Mr.  Walls  not  representing  wbo  wanted  to 
speak.  It  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Brown  came  forward  and  spoke  for  some  length  of 
tnne. 

Q.  What  was  done;  state  the  circumstances? — A.  When  Mr.  Brown  got  through. 
Captain  Dennis  commenced  speaking.  At  that  time  there  was  a  pistol  fired — two 
fired.  Then  everything  got  excited,  and  they  commenced  to  run  out.  Finally  they 
went  back,  and  they  commenced  speaking  again.  I  did  not  go  back  myself.  I  do  not 
know  what  occurred  afterward. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  examine  anywhere  about  for  the  balls? — A.  I  have  not  myself. 

Q.  In  any  way  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  long  the  meeting  was  dispersed — ^know  about  how  long  before 
they  re-amembled  ? — A.  Not  more  than  twenty-five  minutes  probably,  or  half  an  hour 
at  the  extreme.  The  lights  were  put  out  at  that  time,  and  everybody  was  excited — 
the  greater  portion  excited — and  they  next  commenced  firing  under  the  house. 

Q.  Wbo  waa  firing  under  the  house  ? — A.  I  don't  know  who  they  were.  They  sup- 
posed whoever  firea  had  run  under  the  house. 

Q.  How  many  shots  were  fired  under  the  house  ? — ^A.  Probably  half  a  doxen. 

Q.  Did  different  persons  fire?-~A.  I  supposed  different  persons  fired.    It  was  dark. 

Q.  The  shots  were  very  close  together  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  close  together  for  a  little 
wbiK 

Q.  Apparently,  several  fired  ?— A.  Several  fired  afterward. 
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Gainesville,  January  10, 1877. 

THE  ANNOUNCMENT  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2. 

George  Butch  Bworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Cooper: 

Question.  Were  yon  present  at  the  election  at  Archer  Station  f— -Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  an  inspector  of  the  election  f — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  At  which  box  f— A.  Box  No.  1. 

Q.  Which  finished  the  count  first,  box  one  or  two  f — A.  Box  one  finished  first. 

Q.  Were  you  then  present  at  box  two  at  the  announcement  of  the  result  t— A.  I  heard 
the  announcement  oif  the  result.  I  was  not  present.  I  was  iu  the  same  building, 
though,  and  then  I  went  in  and  they  showed  me  the  figures  of  the  result. 

Q.  What  announcement  was  made  T — A.  One  huudtid  and  eighry  for  Steams,  and 
136  for  Drew. 

Q.  Who  made  the  announcement  ? — A.  Mr.  Black,  or  Mr.  Vance,  I  don't  remember 
which. 

Q.  One  or  the  other  t — A.  One  or  the  other. 

Q.  Yon  then  saw  the  figures  afterward  T—A.  I  did;  they  showed  them  to  me. 

Q.  You  saw  them  after  they  made  the  announcement? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  they  were  the  same  figures  f—A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  time  did  you  complete  your  canvass T — A.  I  don't  know  exactly  about  the 
time ;  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  the  time. 

Q.  How  did  the  vote  stand  in  No.  1  T — A.  The  whole  votef 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  The  whole  vote  was  152. 

Q.  What  was  the  democratic  vote  f — A.  Ninety-eight  or  ninety-seven ;  I  can  tell  yoa 
in  a  few  minutes,  [figuring :]  98  for  Mr.  Drew,  54  for  Mr.  Steams. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Fifty-four  T—A  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  dou't  know  how  long  it  took  you  to  count  them  T—A.  No,  sirf  I  don't. 
Q.  Did  you  make  any  announcement  of  the  vote  when  you  got  through  T — A.  I  did, 
sir. 

THE  CHECK-LIST. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  there  were  not  so  manv  persons  checked  on 
the  registration-list  as  of  those  who  are  said  to  have  voted ;  that  there  were  not  so 
many  checked  on  that  registration-list  at  that  precinct  as  are  said  to  have  voted  T—A 
Not  checked  T 

Q.  Yes ;  marked  checked  with  a  pencil  after  voting.— A.  I  don't  know  how  it  oc- 
curred, sir. 

Q.  What  were  you,  inspector  or  clerk  T—A.  Inspector. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  check-list  yourself  T — A.  Did  I T    No. 

Q.  Who  did  T — A.  Kept  the  check-list  T  It  was  our  clerk;  he  can  say — ^Mr.  Bank- 
night. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  T — A.  A  white  man. 

Q.  A  democrat  T — A.  He  was,  I  guess. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  adjourn  for  dinner  T — A.  We  didn't  a4journ. 

Q.  You  sat  right  through  T—A.  Just  sat  right  through,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  sojourn  for  supper  T—A.  Didn't  adjourn  at  all  until  the  whole 
thiug  was  over. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  meet  there  in  the  morning  T—A.  We  met  there  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  meeting. 

COULD  NOT  REMEMBER. 

Q.  Eight  o'clock  T—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  state  to  me  what  time  of  the  night  yon  g^t  through  canvai<siDg  T 
— A.  I  don't  know  exactly  the  hour  we  completed. 

Q.  Nine  o'clock  T—A.  I  don't  know^  sir. 

Q.  Ten  o'clock  T — A.  Don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  One  o'clock  T — A.  I  can'c  tell  you  what  time  we  completed. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  within  an  hour  or  two  of  the  time  T — A.  No,  sir,  I  can't ;  I  didn't 
look  at  my  watch. 

Q.  Cannot  you  judge  of  the  time  T — A.  I  wouldn't  like  to  judge  it. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  have  that  thinjgT — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly. 

Q.  I  doii'c  ask  you  exactly ;  come  within  an  hour  of  the  time  T—A.  I  don't  know  that 
I  can  do  it. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  read  and  write  t — A.  I  can. 
Q.  Are  yoo  a  white  man  1 — A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  cannot  come  within  an  hour  of  the  time  that  it  took  yon  to  make  that 
canvass  f — A.  I  didn't  look  at  my  watch  to  see  what  time  it  was. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  box  after  you  got  through  with  the  canvass  f — A.  I  took  it 
over  to  my  room. 

Q.  Did  yon  take  it  directly  to  your  room  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  it  directly  to  my  room. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  else's  house  where  you  bad  it  at  all  ? — ^A.  I  do;  I  took  it 
oat  afterward. 

Q.  Did  yon  take  it  out  of  your  room  afterward  T — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  for  T — A.  I  went  to  Mr.  Black  and  asked  him  to  let  them  remain  side  by 
Bide  until  morning. 

Q.  Did  he  refuse  f — A.  He  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  ask  him  to  take  his  box  to  your  house  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  ask  Black  to  take  his  box  to  your  house,  or  some  other  place  away 
from  hi8  house,  to  put  it  with  your  box  ? — A.  No.  sir.  I  asked  Major  Black  to  take  my 
box  and  let  it  stay  by  his  in  the  room  by  his  fireside  until  morning. 

Q.  And  he  said  it  should  not  stay  in  his  house  f — A.  He  said  he  would  take  care  of 
hia  own  box. 

Q.  Was  not  that  a  reply  to  a  proposition  of  yours  to  take  both  the  boxes  to  some 
other  plivce  instead  of  his  house  t — A.  I  never  heard  of  that  proposition. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  not  keep  your  own  box  at  your  own  house  f — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  want  to  put  it  in  his  house  f — ^A.  In  order  to  have  them  both  to- 
gether. 

Q.  Why,  they  were  from  different  polls,  and  you  were  different  officers  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  he  said  to  you  you  were  not  under  oath  as  to  his  box,  nor  he  as  to  yours  f — 
A.  No.  sir;  he  would  take  care  of  his  and  I  of  mine. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  great  crowd  of  white  men,  while  you  were  there,  who  wanted 
his  box  carried  to  some  other  place  ? — A.  But  few  there. 

Q.  Who  were  they,  how  many  T — A.  I  don't  know  how  many ;  I  never  paid  much 
attention. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  there  f — A.  I  don't  remember  how  many  I  saw  there. 

Q.  Whomf — A.  A  couple  of  men. 

Q.  Who  f— A.  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Darby  were  the  two  white  men ;  I  didn't  pay  any 
attention  to  the  others. 

Q.  Were  they  democrats  ? — A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  they  demanded  there f — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Who  had  the  key  to  your  box  f — A.  Mr.  Jones  had,  Allen  M.  Jones. 

Q.  How  did  you  seal  up  your  boxT — A.  We  just  sealed  the  top  of  it,  sir. 

Q.  With  what  f — A.  We  sealed  it  with  sealing-wax. 

Q.  Did  you  seal  any  paper  over  it  ? — A.  No,  sir — yes,  I  believe  we  did ;  I  don't  re- 
member whether  we  sealed  paper  over  it  or  not.  I  remember  sealing  over  the  top  of 
the  box  where  we  put  in  the  tickets. 

Q.  How  did  you  cover  up  the  round  hole  in  that  box  that  the  tickets  were  put  in  ? — 
A.  I  don't  remember ;  undoubtedly  we  must  have  put  paper  over  it. 

Q.  How  lar^e  a  piece  of  paper  did  you  put  over  it  f — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  any  paper  at  all  f — A.  I  think  we  did  put  paper 
over  it ;  only  a  small  piece. 

Q.  Who  brought  the  box  to  town  f--A.  Allen  Jones  and  myself  brought  it. 

Q.  Was  he  with  the  box  that  night  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he  went  out  home.  He  took  the 
key  and  went  out  to  his  house,  and  I  remained  in  towp  with  the  box. 

Q.  You  brought  it  up  to  town? — ^A.  We  did,  sir.      ^ 

Q.  How  long  had  you  it  in  your  possession  T — A.  In  my  possession  f  I  took  it  when 
we  got  throuj^,  and  carried  it  over  home  when  I  got  back  from  M%jor  Black's. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  it  to  Gainesville  ? — A.  We  did,  sir. 

Q.  Wbeu  T — A.  Next  morning. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  deliver  it  to  the  clerk  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  just  when  we 
goi  from  Archer  here. 

Q.  Did  yon  come  up  in  the  train f — A.  No,  sir;  in  the  carriage. 

Q.  Then  you  had  that  box  in  your  possession  somewhere  about  twelve  to  fourteen 
hours  — A.  I  guess  so. 

Q.  Yon  had  it  in  your  possession  all  of  that  time,  and  you  don't  remember  whether 
th  re  was  any  paper  over  the  top  f — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  there  was  any  paper 
or  not :  most  aiidoubtedly,  I  think  we  put  it  over  that. 

Q.  Was  there  no  sealing-wax  over  the  key-hole  1 — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Was  it  an  ordinary  cheap  lock  in  the  box! — A.  Cheap  lock? 
Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  I  never  examined  particularly. 
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Q.  Who  locked  it  np  f — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  I  locked  it,  or  Jones ;  Jonei 
kept  the  key. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  it  was  locked  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  if  yon  did  not  see  anybody  lock  itt — A.  It  was  locked  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  officers,  clerk,  &c. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  if  von  didn't  see  itf — A.  I  don't  remember  who  locked  it. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  night  was  itf — A.  I  never  looked  at  my  watch. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  whether  it  was  seven  or  eight  o'clock  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nine  o'clock  f — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Ten  o'clock  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  t«Il  whether  the  counting  of  the  canvass  took  one  hour  or  two  hours  t— 
A.  I  cannot  tell  how  long. 

Q.  Or  three  hours  or  ten  hours? — A.  It  didn't  take  as  long  as  that — ten  hours. 

Q.  Did  it  take  you  nine  hours  T — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  hours,  but  think  not  so 
many  as  that. 

Q.  Eight  hours  ? — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  hours — ^not  so  many  as  that. 

Q.  Seven  hours  T— A.  No ;  of  course  it  wouldn't  take  that. 

Q.  Six  hours  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Five  hours? — A.  I  don't  suppose  we  were  at  the  canvassing  more  than  an  hoar 
or  two  hours. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  box  to  your  honse  immediately  after  the  canvass  ? — A.  Just  m 
soon  as  the  other  box  got  through.  Soon  after,  we  all  went  out  of  the  bnilding  to- 
gether. 

Q.  How  long  after  yon  finished  did  they  finish  with  the  other  canvass  f — A.  Some 
time~I  don't  know — half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  maybe  more.  I  don't  know 
exactly  the  time.    I  never  looked  at  my  watch. 

O.  In  the  meanwhile  were  yon  in  the  other  room  while  the  other  canvass  was  going 
on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  While  they  were  finishing  ?— A.  Part  of  the  time ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  show  Black  or  Vance  the  returns  from  your  precinct? — A.  I  don't  re- 
member whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  show  them  to  anybody  f—A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  Whom  ? — A.  We  announced  them. 

Q.  I  asked  if  yon  showed  anybody  that  announcement  on  paper  in  writing?— 
A.  Yes,  I  made  a  certificate  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  show  that  to  anybody  ? — A.  I  did,  and  handed  it  to  some  parties  who 
were  there. 

Q.  Whom  ? — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Democrat  or  republican  ? — A.  Democrat,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  made  out  a  certified  copy  of  it,  did  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Signed  by  the  other  officers  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  this  certificate  to  anybody  out  in  the  crowd  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  to  some 
of  theparties. 

Q.  How  many  certified  copies  did  you  make  out  ?— A.  One  for  the  county  Jndge,  one 
for  the  clerk,  and  one  I  gave  to  some  of  the  parties  who  were  there. 

Q.  This  one  given  out  to  parties  who  were  there  was  signed  by  the  officers  ?— A.  I 
think  it  was. 

THE  SIGNATURE  OF  PETER  REED. 

Q.  Did  all  the  men  sign  their  names,  do  you  know  ? — ^A.  Peter  Reed  didn't  sign  his 
own  name. 

Q.  Who  wrote  his  name  ? — A.  Jones,  I  think. 

Q.  At  his  request  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  Peter' Reed  ? — ^A.  A  colored  man  down  there. 

Q.  A  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  he  is. 

Q.  Did  Peter  Reed  take  hold  of  the  pen  and  make  a  mark  ? — ^A.  He  touched  the  pen ; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  Sure  of  that,  are  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  cross  made  at  the  time  he  wrote  his  name  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  the  words  **  his  mark  "  written  over  and  under  the  cross  ? — A.  I  don't  remem- 
ber ;  I  never  noticed  that  particularly. 

Q.  If  any  cross  was  made,  he  touched  the  pen  in  makingthe  cross? — ^A.  He  touched 
the  pen,  and  at  his  reqest  his  name  was  written. 

Q.  Were  you  looking  at  the  time  at  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  being  done  with  the  pen  at  the  time  the  cross  was  being  made? — ^A. 
He  touched  the  pen  when  his  name  was  written. 

Q.  Did  he  touch  the  pen  while  the  cross  was  being  made  ? — ^A.  I  don't  remember 
whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  But  the  cross  was  made  ? — A.  I  think,  though,  he  did. 

Q.  Yon  saw  the  cross  ?— Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yon  certify  to  yonr  poll-list  also  1 — ^A.  I  don't  remember  whether  we  did  or 
not ;  I  thiuk,  though,  we  did,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right. 

Q.  Tes,  I  find  you  did  sign  it.  Did  Peter  Reed  sign  that  also  f — ^A.  Yes ;  he  signedt 
them  all  with  us. 

Q.  In  the  same  way  that  he  certified  to  the  returns  f — ^A.  Yes ;  he  touched  the  pen, 
and  ret^neeted  his  name  to  be  written. 

Q.  Did  he  touch  to  the  same  cross-mark  made  there  as  in  the  other  case  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  the  cross  there  as  well  as  in  the  other  case  f — ^A.  1  don't  remember 
whether  I  noticed  the  cross  or  not ;  he  touched  the  pen  and  requested  his  name  to  be 
written. 

Q.  Did  he  touch  in  the  way  of  handing  it  to  the  map  to  write  f — A.  He  touched 
it  jnst  before  he  went  to  sign  the  returns,  and  his  name  was  written ;  but  I  don't  re- 
member whether  Jones  si^ed  it,  or  who  of  the  manaf^ers  signed  it. 

Q.  Did  the  same  men  sign  the  poll-list  that  signed  the  others  t — ^A.  I  think  so,  sir ; 
if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  That  was  the  object  of  his  touching  the  pen  to  make  the  cross  T— A.  I  think  it 
was. 

Senator  Cooper.  Here's  the  original. 

The  Chairman.  That's  the  poll-list ;  I  am  talking  about  the  returns. 

Senator  Cooper.  We  never  have  had  the  returns. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  not  certified  to. 

Senator  Cooper.  That's  the  one  Webster  filed. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  one  he  filed  ;  I  simply  asked  him  to  let  me  have  that. 

Senator  Cooper.  This  is  the  one  he  filed ;  be  identified  this  one. 

The  Chairman.  I  find  in  this  certified  copy  of  the  poll-list  that  Peter  Reed's  name 
is  written  without  any  cross  or  mark. 

The  Wftness.  Who  made  it  out  f 

The  Chairman.  It  is  signed  by  Allen  M.  Jones,  Oeorge  Blitch,  and  Peter  Reed. 
I  shall  call  for  the  original  returns. 

The  Witness.  You  will  find  that  they  are  signed  right. 

Q.  I  will  find  in  the  same  way  as  this  T — A.  I  think  yon  will  find  his  mark  is  made. 
By  his  request  it  was  written. 

Q.  Yon  say  he  touched  the  pen  and  made  the  cross  T — ^A.  He  didn't  make  the  cross. 
I  saw  him  sign  it. 

Q.  You  say  the  cross  was  made  t— A.  I  didn't  say  positively. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  standing  by  and  saw  the  cross  made  on  the  retnms  T — ^A.  I 
don't  think  I  said  it. 

The  Chairman.  What  yon  said  will  not  be  changed.    Yon  will  be  treated  fairly. 

REPUBLICAN  VOTERS  AT  ARCHER  NO.  1. 

Charles  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Yonr  name  is  Charles  Williams  t — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  have  been  examined  before  to-day  7 — A.  O,  no,  sir. 
Q.  Yoa  have  not  been  1 — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  jrou  vote  ?— A.  Archer,  at  No.  1  box. 
Q.  The  republican  ticket  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Wesley  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer  Station,  siri 
Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  No.  I. 
Q.  Which  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Fed  Row  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QneRtion.  Where  did  yon  vote  at  the  last  election  f — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  1,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Columbus  Wilkinson  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
XJaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  At  No.  1  box. 
Q.  At  Aicherf—A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  t— A.  The  republican  ticket. 
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Wash  Weaver  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  I  voted  at  No.  1. 
Q.  At  Archer  ? — A.  Yes,  at  Archer  St-ation  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote  f— A.  The  republican  ticket  straight  through. 

Colly  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote  T — A.  Republican. 

Arthur  Haines  sworn  and  examined. 

Bv  the  Chairman: 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  T — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxT— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Amos  Haines  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  t — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Nelson  Wood  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  ? — ^A.  Republican  ticket 

Frank  Campbell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  precinct ;  what  box  T — ^A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Harvin  McLeod  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  boxT— A.  Box  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  t — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Thomas  Moses  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 

Aaron  Dobt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f — ^Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  One  or  two  T — ^A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

Allan  M.  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  Archer,  sir  f 
Q.  Which  one  t— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican. 
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HoKACE  Campbell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — ^Answer.  No.  1,  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  T — ^A.  Kepnhlioan  ticket. 

William  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  No.  1,  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  f —A.  Kepnblican. 

Ab.  Nslson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  f-^Answer.  Archer  station  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican. 

George  Wright  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  election-day  ?— Answer.  No.  1  box,  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  1 — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

PLEASAinr  T.  Wade  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— -Answer.  Archer  No.  1  box. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Peter  Wright  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  No.  1  box,  at  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Fed  Ramsey  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  I  voted  at  No.  1. 
Q.  Archer  No.  1 T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f— A.  Radical  ticket. 
Q.  The  republican  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Len  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  You  voted  where  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer,  No.  1. 
Q.  The  republican  ticket  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Elbert  McEinnet  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f— Answer.  At  No.  1,  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Ted  Row  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  ? — ^Answer.  At  Archer,  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Weslst  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  election-day  f — Answer.  At  Archer,  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  The  republican  ticket. 
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Oeorgk  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  At  what  box  ?— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote  T — A.  The  republican  ticket. 

P.  Green  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAiRlf  an  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vot«  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  I  voted  at  No.  1. 
Q.  At  Archer  precinct  ?— A.  Yes.  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  T— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Silas  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

Senator  Cooper.  I  do  not  think  he  is  on  the  poll-list  there. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  poll-list.    I  find  errors  in  it. 

Senator  Cooper.  I  think  you  will  find  him  on  No.  1. 

The  Chairman.  Then  I  want  to  prove  him  on  No.  1. 

Senator  Cooper.  I  am  not  certain  about  it. 

Senator  Teller.  Here  it  is. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  voted  at  No.  1,  Archer? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  T — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Abraham  Pcrlt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  electit>u-day  f — ^Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  What  precinct  T — A.  Archer  precinct. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  1. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  Republican  ticket. 
Senator  Teller.  He  is  on  the  poll-list. 

Silas  Pouncet  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T—Answer,  Archer  precinct 

Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  1. 

Q.  What  ticket  T — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

William  Quilla  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ?— Answer.  In  Archer  precinct 

Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  1. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote? — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Hector  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  T—Answer.  Archer. 

Q.  What  box  t-A.  No.  L 

Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

Ben.  Span  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T—Answer.  At  Archer  Station. 

Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  1. 

Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican. 

Prince  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-dav  ?— Answer.  At  Archer  Station. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No.  1.  ' 

Q.  What  ticket?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 
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Date  Dayis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  At  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  1.  • 

Q.  What  ticket  f— -A.  Republican  ticket. 

(Recalled.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  Tom  Williams  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  stays  right  with  me. 
I  Q.  Where  did  he  vote  on  last  election-day  — A.  No.  1. 

Q.  Archer  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  know  t — A.  At  the  Keys. 

Q.  Cedar  Keys  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  ticket  t—A.  I  saw  it ;  it  was  a  republican  ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  republicans  who  were  there  in  November  are  much 
scattered  since — ^gone  off  fishing,  or  otherwise  f — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  that  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  they  do  after  the  crops  are  made  T — ^A.  They  go  off  and  hunt  work  for  a 
htUe  cash  money  ont  in  the  Keys — out  in  the  country ;  they  don't  be  at  home  this 
time  of  year,  many  of  them. 

Q.  That  is  the  question  I  asked  you.— A.  They  go  off  in  foil  and  hunt  work— a  heap 
of  them  this  time  of  year ;  not  many  of  them  home  directly  after  Christmas. 

Q.  They  go  off  hunting  work  for  cash  money  ?— A.  Until  they  get  ready  to  pitch  the 
crops. 

Q.  What  time  do  they  begin  to  make  crops  f — ^A.  They  begin  along  in  March  and 
February. 

Q.  February  and  March,  and  they  stay  along  until  about  December  T— A.  They  scat- 
ter off  until  then. 

Q.  This  they  are  certain  to  do— -go  fishing  and  hunting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Sen&tor  Coopkr  : 
Q.  Thomas  Williams,  you  saw  his  ticket  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  7— A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  read,  but  I  know  it  was  the  republican 
ticket;  got  it  from  Mr.  Jones;  he  gave  us  tickets  all  that  night  at  our  settlement. 

By  the  Chairbian  : 
Q.  What  is  your  settlement  ? — A.  Pineville. 
Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Jones ;  an  officer  of  your  club  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  officer  f— A.  He  is  clerk. 
(J.  Of  the  club?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  When  did  you  see  Thomas  Williams's  ticket  f — A.  I  saw  it  when  we  got  it  that 
night 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  any  more  after  that  ?— A.  A.  Yes,  sir,  up  in  Archer ;  we  were  both 
looking  at  them. 

Q.  You  could  not  read  them  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  know  it  was  a  republican  ticket 
Mr.  Jones  told  us  it  was  a  republican  ticket. 

Q.  That  was  the  onlyway  you  knew  it ;  who  was  on  the  ticket  t — A.  I  don't  know 
myself.  I  can't  read.  They  told  me  that  was  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Did  the  tickets  have  a  flag  on  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  voted  the  same  kind  of  ticket  you  did  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  republican  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Belongs  to  your  club  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  intended  to  vote  a  republican  ticket  ? — A.  That  was  my  aim,  and  to  vote  no 
other  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  let  anybody  change  your  ticket  t — A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Jones  gave  it  to  i^ 
&od  warned  us  not  to  let  anybody  change  it  or  the  people  to  see  our  ticket,  but  keep 
them  shot 

Q.  Did  you  take  those  precautions  to  take  care  of  your  ticket  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  keep  them  shut  up  all  the  time  T — A.  We  looked  at  them  ourselves ;  we 
woDld  go  out  of  the  company  of  people  to  do  so. 

<l.  Yon  JQst  shut  them  up?— A.  Yes, sir. 

'Q.  When  you  looked  at  them  were  you  by  yourselves? — A.  Yes, sir;  me  and  Tom 
Williams  were  together. 

Q.  Nobody  else  t — A.  No,  sir. 

<J.  Did  you  go  away  off  to  one  side  ?— A,  Walking  along  going  to  Archer,  in  the  road. 
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Q.  Did  yon  see  them  after  yoa  fj^ot  to  Archer ;  did  you  open  them  after  you  got  np 
there  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  never  opened  them. 
Q.  Yon  never  opened  them  after  yon  got  there  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  :    * 

Q.  Yon  knew  yon  had  the  right  ticket,  and  got  it  fh>m  the  right  party  T — ^A.  They 
told  us  that. 

Q.  If  anybody  eave  you  a  democratic  ticket,  making  you  believe  it  was  a  republi- 
can ticket,  they  cneateld  yon  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Anybody  give  yon  a  ticket  but  Mr.  Jones  f —A.  No,  sir ;  I  got  but  one  ticket. 
Q.  Any  cheating  done  on  that  day  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yon  never  cheated  f — ^A.  I  never  voted  any  but  that. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Which  Jones  was  that  f — A.  Allen. 
Q.  Any  cheating  done,  he  did  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  don't  think  there  was  any  cheating  done  f — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 
Q.  You  took  good  precautions  that  the  democrats  did  not  cheat  yon  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Horace  Dixon  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAiRBiAN : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  T — ^Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  T—A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T~A.  Republican  ticket. 

Edward  Miklk  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box?— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  t — A.  Republican  ticket. 
Q.  You  don't  spell  your  name  yourself  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Cornelius  Bradley  0^orn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did*  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  T—A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 

John  Woods  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  yon  vote  on  last  election-day  f — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  ?— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  1 — A.  Republican  ticket. 

Q.  Woods,  did  you  see  Bob  Davis  vote  on  election-day  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir.    I  and  he  voted 
together.    We  both  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
Q.  Do  you  know  what  box  he  voted  at  T—A.  He  voted  at  No.  1  box. 

^OHN  Callas  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  T—A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  T—A.  Republican  ticket. 

Selim  Qlaze  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  T— Answer.  Archer. 

Q.  Which  box  T—A.  No.  1. 

Q.  Which  ticket  T — A.  Republican. 
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Morris  Warrex  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t— A.  At  Archer ;  at  Allan  Jones's. 
Q.  At  Allan  Jones's  box  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  \on  vote  f — A.  Republican. 
Q.  Yon  voted  at  Archer,  No.  1  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

GsoRGE  Shsll  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  last  election- day  f — ^A.  Archer, 
Q.  Which  box  ?— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

Sam.  Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election  T — ^A.  No.  1. 
Q.  Archer  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  yon  vote,  sir  f — ^A.  Republican. 

John  C.  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^A.  Archer. 
Q.  Whatboxf— A.  No  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  yon  live  at  Archer  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  come  up  that  night  to  Gainesville  f — ^A.  To  Archer  ? 

Q.  From  Archer  to  GainesvUle  f — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  did  you  come  with? — ^A.  Along  with  Green  Moore,  Frank  Brown,  Toby 
Adams,  and  Carlisle. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  box  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  box  was  on  board  the  train. 

Q,  Where  was  it  f— A.  The  box  ? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  They  had  it  sitting  right  under  the  seat. 

Q.  Under  the  seat  T — A.  Yes,  sir.  Toby  Adams,  Frank  Brown,  and  Black,  and  Green 
Moore. 

Q.  Who  were  sitting  on  the  seat  the  box  was  under  T — ^A.  I  think  Toby  Adams  was 
fflttiog  on  the  seat. 

Q.  Yon  think  Toby  wast— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  box  after  you  got  here,  what  they  did  with  it? — ^A.  I  saw  Black 
take  the  box  off  the  train  and  come  up  town,  and  I  don't  know  where  they  went. 

Q.  Did  you  come  on  up  town  with  them  ? — ^A.  I  and  Frank  Brown  came  together. 

Q.  Did  the  men  come  along  in  the  same  crowd  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Black  had  the  box. 

Q.  With  the  same  crowd  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  part  with  Black  ?— A.  Here  up  in  the  square. 

Q.  Where  did  he  ^  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know  where  he  went  with  the  box. 

Q.  Who  was  he  with  f — A.  At  that  time  ? 

Q.  Who  did  he  go  off  with  f — ^A.  I  don't  remember.  He  and  Frank  Brown  were  right 
on  ahead  of  us. 

Q.  You  don't  know  where  he  went  to  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Where  does  he,  Vance,  live  t — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  where  he  lives  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Do  you  know  John  Brown  t— A.  My  name  is  John  Brown — John  C.  Brown. 
Q.  You  don't  know  any  other  John  Brown  f — ^A.  There  is  a  young  John  Brown  here 
in  town. 
Q.  Is  there  a  John  Brown  at  Archer  7— A.  None  but  me. 

Jacob  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — Answer.  At  Archer,  sir. 
Q.  Which  box?— A.  No.  I. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Republican  ticket. 
Q.  Republican  ticket  f — ^A.  O,  yes,  that's  me ;  I  die  on  that. 
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By  Senator  Cooler  : 

Q.  No  mistake  about  that  f— A.  Not  a  bit. 

Q.  Did  yoa  read  that  ticket  f — A.  I jB^t  them  to  read  who  can  read. 

Q.  Who  read  it  to  yoa  f — A.  Allan  J^nea  read  it  to  me . 

Q.  When  f— A.  When  did  he  read  it  to  me?    That  day  I  voted. 

Q.  The  same  day  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  before  yon  voted  did  he  read  it  to  yon  f— A.  That  night. 

Q.  That  night  before  f— A.  He  gave  it  to  me  that  night,  and  the  next  day  I  carried 
it  right  on  to  the  ofiSce. 

Q.  Did  yon  never  open  it  after  he  gave  it  to  yon  f — A.  Never  opened  it.  Came 
straight  np^straigbt  here,  and  gave  it  to  Allan. 

Q  jDid  yon  have  any  other  ticket  f — ^A.  Did  not  have  any  other  ticket. 

Q.  No  mistake  about  that !— A.  Not  the  slightest.    I  am  certain  of  that. 


Gaxnbsville,  Jamuarjf  10, 1877. 
Dick  Gresn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  is  your  name — Dick  Green  f ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  7 — A.  At  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  boxT— A.  No.  1,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  t— A.  Bepublican  ticket. 

Ansil  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  f — ^Answer.  No.  1. 
Q.  Archer? — ^A.  Archer. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  votef — ^A*  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Sharper  Veal  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t— Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  T— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f— A.  Radical. 
Q.  Republican  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Murray  Gilbert  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAiRBfAN : 
Question.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t — Answer.  Archer  Station. 
Q.  What  box  f— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket  f — ^A.  Republican  ticket,  sir. 

Charles  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question .  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day? — Answer.  Archer. 
Q.  What  box  !— A.  No.  1. 
Q.  What  ticket?— A.  Republican  ticket. 


January  11, 1877. 
Marshal  A.  Sturks  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  are  you  registered? — ^A.  My  name  was  registered  as  ^iarsh  Sturks. 
Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— A.  Archer. 

Q.  You  have  lived  at  Archer  for  a  long  while  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  six  years. 
Q.  Where  did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  ? — A.  No.  1  box. 
Q.  At  Archer  precinct  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote?— -A.  Republican  ticket. 
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Gainesville,  January  9, 1877. 

EXPLANATION  BY  AARON  HENRY. 

Aaron  Henry  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Ton  stated  that  you  desired  to  malce  an  explanation  to  the  committee  as 
to  the  place  where  you  vot^dt — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  G<>  on  and  maKe  any  explanation  you  wish  or  the  reason  why  yon  make  the  ex- 
planation.— A.  I  voted  at  Gainesville  and  they  have  got  me  as  having  voted  at  Archer. 

Q.  Who  said  yon  voted  there  ?— A.  Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Thompson  ? — ^A.  Of  the  committee  that  was  here  before.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Belden  sent  me  here.  He  said  if  I  didn't  go  they  might  call  me  before  the  su- 
preme conrt  at  Jacksonville ;  he  told  me  I  had  oetter  come  here  and  have  it  decided,  so 
as  he  conld  keep  me  at  my  work,  and  I  could  continue  on  at  my  work  and  would  not  be 
put  to  any  trouble. 

.Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Thompson  that  you  did  not  vote  at  Archer  ?— A.  I  was  not  pres- 
ent; they  adjourned  before  I  got  here.  Mr.  Belden  told  me  to  fix  it  up  somehow,  and  to 
go  and  see  him.  I  waited  for  your  committee  to  come ;  staid  here  two  days  and  you  did 
not  come.    I  don't  want  to  get  into  any  trouble  at  all. 

Q.  Your  name  is  not  on  iS'cher  poll-list,  and  you  did  not  vote  there  f — A.  They  have 
got  it  that  I  voted  there. 

Q.  Yonr  name  is  not  on  Fleming's  listf—A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of.  Mr.  Belden 
said  he  saw  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Fleming's  list  does  not  contain  your  name  f — ^A.  That  is  what  I  want  to  find 
out,  what  right  they  have  to  put  my  name  on  that  list. 

Q.  If  your  name  is  on  that  list,  they  had  no  right  to  put  it  there  f — A.  No  right.  I 
never  voted  there.  Mr.  Belden  told  me  he  saw  it  on  Fleming's  list.  He  was  there 
when  they  called  my  name ;  I  could  not  answer  for  myself. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  is  your  namet — ^A.  Aaron  Henry. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  name  T — A.  No  other  name  but  Aaron  Henry. 

Q.  You  are  not  called  Gaskin  Henry  f— A.  No  Gaskin,  but  the  pure  Aaron  Henry  all 
the  time. 

Q.  You  are  certain  about  that,  that  they  never  call  you  Gaskin  Henry  f — ^A.  No, sir; 
Aaron  Henry — ^Aaron  Henry. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  at  f — A.  Aredondo. 

Q-  Did  yon  ever  vote  at  Archer  before  t — ^A.  I  voted  there  before.  I  moved  from 
Archer  on  the  7th  of  Januarv  a  year  ago. 

Q.  To  go  up  to  Aredondo  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ana  you  came  and  voted  at  Gainesville  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  was  at  the  election  at  Archer  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  your  name  is  nothing  but  Aaron  Hennr — ^never  known  by  anything 
else  r — ^A.  No  other  name ;  nothing  but  the  pure  Aaron  Henry,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  You  can  read  and  write  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  I  see  you  have  just  spelled  your  name  out  ? — ^A.  Yes,  I  can  spell  my  name. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  did  not  see  your  name  on  the  list  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Somebody  told  you  about  it  1 — ^A.  Mr.  Belden  saw  it,  and  thought  I  had  better 
come  and  see  about  it. 

Q.  It  is  not  on  there  at  all,  so  you  may  go  away  in  perfect  content. — A.  Thank  you, 
sirs. 


Gainesville,  January  9, 1877. 
waxi>o  pkecinct. 

Irving  E.  Webster  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  were  clerk  of  this  county  during  the  time  of  the  canvass  ? — Answer.  I 
was. 

Q.  Did  you  exanune  the  ballots  returned  from  Waldo  precinct  that  were  in  the 
boxt~A.  Idid. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  the  poll-list  of  that  precinct  t—A.  I  don't  know,  sir.  It  was 
taken  from  my  office  during  the  intervening  time  between  the  same  and  the  meeting 
of  the  committee  last  week  or  week  before  last — ^the  congressional  committee. 
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Q.  You  have  searobed  for  it  but  cannot  find  it  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon,  at  the  time,  notice  any  tickets  on  which  memorandums  were  made  f-A. 
I  did. 

Q.  You  made  the  affidavit,  I  believe,  which  was  put  in  before  the  State  board  of 
canvassers,  t.  e.,  you  made  an  affidavit  on  the  24th  of  November,  1876,  before  F.  8.  Ce- 
cile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  affidavit  correct  as  you  made  it  f — ^A.  It  was. 

NON-RESIDENTS. 

Q.  Look  at  that  affidavit,  and  with  it,  if  yon  wish,  refresh  your  mind,  so  as  to 
tell  ns  what  were  the  indorsements  on  the  tickets  to  which  I  refer,  the  numbers,  &c., 
or  state  anything  else  about  it  that  you  wish. — ^A.  The  tickets  in  the  bo£  wereindoraed 
with  a  number  corresponding  to  the  number  on  the  poll-list ;  and  also  had  the  words, 
"  sworn  and  registered  in  such  a  place  " — wherever  they  came  from ;  some  from  Illi- 
nois, some  from  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  from  other 
counties  in  this  State,  and,  I  think,  one  from  Lidiana,  but  I  am  not  positive  aboat 
that. 

Q.  How  many  of  that  kind  were  there  t— A.  Twenty-two. 

Q.  Who  did  not  profess  to  be  citizens  of  this  State  f— A.  Yes,  sir,  bat  of  other  States, 
and  voted.  , 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Have  you  got  these  tickets  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  them,  but  I  do  not  know  whore 
they  are  now. 
The  Chairman.  I  understand  they  were  sent  off  to  Tallahassee. 
Senator  Cooper.  Those  tickets? 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  looked  for  them  and  could  not  find  them  f— A.  I  did.  That  was  what  called 
my  attention  to  it — the  affidavits  of  the  parties  interested  there. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  ticket  was  voted  by  these  individuals ;  the  whole  State  and 
county  ticket,  and  national  ticket  f — A.  Yes ;  those  from  foreign  States,  as  I  may  state 
it,  voted  the  presidential  ticket ;  those  from  the  other  counties  in  the  State  voted  the 
presidential  and  State  ticket. 

TILDEN  and  HENDRICKS  DIRECT. 

Q.  Nothing  else  ?— A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  of  these  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  presidential  candidates 
without  any  electors  T— A.  I  find  eight. 

Q.  Who  were  the  presidential  candidates  on  them  ? — ^A.  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  Thomas 
A.  Hendricks. 

Q.  No  electors  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  compare  them  with  the  connt  and  see  if  these  were  counted  Just  as  11 
they  had  the  presidential  electors  t — ^A.  They  did  count  them. 

Q.  Without  their  names  bein^  on  the  tickets  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  go  through  that  list,  if  you  can  do  it  from  your  memory,  and  ,tell  me  who 
the  individuals  were  whose  tickets  were  thus  voted. — A.  Shall  I  give  the  number  of 
the  ballot? 

THE  RESIDENCE  OP  THE  VOTERS. 

Q.  Give  the  whole  statement  about  it.— A.  Ballot  No.  201  was  cast  by  Matthew  San- 
ders ;  indorsed  with  the  words,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Bradford  County." 

Ballot  No.  203,  cast  by  ,M.  S.  Cheeves ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Bradford 
County." 

Ballot  No.  190,  cast  by  Robert  Dock ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Laceme 
County,  Pa." 

Ballot  No.  Ill,  voted  by  Lyman  T.  Ransom;  Indorsed,  "Sworn  as  registered,  but 
name  not  found  ;  S.  or  L.  County,  111." 

Q.  You  cannot  understand  what  was  the  county  by  that  t— A.  He  is  "  Sworn  as 
registered  j  name  not  found,  but  is  registered  in  L.  County."  That  was  taken  oflT  the 
ticket. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  "  L.  County  "  would  refer  to  ?— A.  No,  sir.  Sworn  and 
registered ;  name  not  found  on  this  poll-list ;  registered  in  S.  or  L.  County,  in  Illinois. 

Q.  He  did  not  appear  as  voting  there  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  He  voted,  but  his  name  is  not  on  the  poll-list  ?— A.  Not  on  the  registration-list ; 
he  had  not  been  here  a  year. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  He  sworo  he  was  registered  or  was  not  registered  T— A.  I  supposed  he  was  regis- 
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tered  in  tlie  State  from  which  he  oame,  hnt  not  registered  in  this  county.  The  in- 
spector, Gener^  Earle,  told  me  all  were  required  to  swear  that  they  were  re^stered 
in  the  places  from  which  they  came  if  not  registered  here.  I  suppose  that  is  me  rea- 
son tlris  came  up  in  this  way. 

Ballot  No.  189,  cast  by  William  Ford;  indorsed,  "Sworn  as  registered  in  Clay 
County." 

Ballot  No.  186,  cast  by  W.  A.  Gardner ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Duval 
County." 

Ballot  No.  179,  cast  by  J.  W.Newberry;  indorsed  as  "Registered  in  Clay  County; 
voted  State  and  national  ticket." 

Ballot  No.  125,  cast  by  Charles  Etto;  indorsed,  "Sworn  as  registered  in  Duval 
Connty." 

Ballot  No.  220,  cast  by  John  W.  Lindley.  The  way  this  reads,  "Was  not  a  qualified 
voter  of  the  county;"  but  was  indorsed  with  the  words,  "Sworn,  and  voted  the 
national  ticket." 

Ballot  No.  222,  cast  by  W.  S.  Carpenter;  indorsed,  "Sworn,  and  voted  the  national 
ticket."    Then  follows  the  words,  "  Charleston,  Sonth  Carolina." 

Ballot  No.  221,  voted  by  T.  J.  Day ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  a  citizen  of  (Georgia ; 
voted  the  national  ticket." 

Ballot  No.  180,  cast  by  Matthew  Tolar ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Boston, 
Mass." 

Ballot  No.  176, cast  by  James  S.  Weeks;  indorsed,  "Sworn  as  registered  in  Savan- 
nah, Georgia." 

Ballot  No.  211,  cast  by  W.  H.  Hammond ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Adams 
County,  8.  C." 

Ballot  No.  219,  cast  by  S.  C.  Ransom ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Enox 
County,  Illinois." 

Ballot  No.  202,  cast  by  T.  A.  Peck ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Monroe 
County,  Indiana." 

Ballot  No.  204.  cast  by  S.  C.  Pettit ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Alexander 
County,  Illinois." 

Ballot  No.  205,  cast  by  M.  J.  Robinson ;  indorsed,  "  Sworn  as  registered  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Illinois." 

Ballot  No.  198.  I  don't  know  what  this  word  is — Leveridge  Mulberry ;  indorsed, 
"And  voted  the  national  ticket." 

This,  I  believe,  was  the  full  number. 

Q.  Yon  have  compared  them  with  the  number  of  votes  alleged  to  be  cast  in  the  pre- 
cinct, and  say  that  they  were  all  counted  in,  do  you  f — ^A.  I  do,  sir. 

By  Senator  Coopeb  : 
Q.  They  were  counted  in  the  county  canvass,  toot — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  number  cor- 
responds with  the  poll-list. 

THE  POLL-LIST  AT  ARCHER. 

Q.  You  said,  on  the  examination  the  other  day,  that  you  did  not  know  whether  the 
poll-list  of  Archer  No.  2  was  given  to  you  by  Black,  or  was  in  the  ballot-box  f — A.  I 
dont  recoUect 

Q.  How  that  was  f—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  correct  copy  of  the  list  handed  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did ;  three 
or  four. 

Q.  And  you  certified  to  it  ^— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  a  strict  and  accurate  copy,  was  it,  of  the  list  as  you  had  it  from  that 
precinct  f — ^A .  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  From  Waldo  ? 

&nator  Cooper.  From  Archer. 

The  Witness.  They  may  not  have  been  in  the  regular  order,  but  all  that  voted  were 
on  thepoll-list. 

Q.  The  names  included  in  that  copy  were  all  the  names  that  were  on  the  list  that 
was  handed  you— all  that  you  received  from  that  precinct  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  strict  and  accurate  list  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  they  all  in  the  same  handwriting  ? — A.  I  should  think  they  were,  but  I  am 
not  sore  about  that. 

<J.  Were  not  some  names  in  difibrent  handwriting  from  the  most  of  them  f — ^A.  They 
appeared  to  be  in  different  ink,  but  whether  different  handwriting  I  could  not  tell. 
Different  ink,  or  the  shade  of  ink  was  heavier.  They  made  it  look  a  little  blacker, 
but  it  might  have  been  the  same  ink. 

Q.  As  if  different  inkstands  had  been  used  ? — ^A.  Different  inkstands,  or  carried  a 
heavier  hand.    Looked  a  little  blacker;  heavier  lines. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Some  blacker  and  some  lighter  bine,  do  yoa  mean  ?~A.  A  lighter  color,  or  a  lighter 
black. 

THE  PRESENTMENT  OF  THE  GRAND  JURY. 

Q.  In  your  examination  the  other  day  yon  were  to  produce  the  retnm  of  the  grand 
jury  f — ^A.  The  presentment  of  the  grand  mry. 

Q.  How  was  that  grand  jury  composed  f — A.  Do  you  mean  by  that  the  color? 

Q.  The  color  and  politics. — A.  The  politics  I  could  not  tell.  They  were  about  fifteen 
in  number ;  six  or  seven  white,  the  rest  colored. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Have  vou  that  presentment  for  us  yet  copied  t— A.  I  made  it  out  some  time  ago. 
It  is  at  the  house. 
Q.  1  wish  you  would  bring  it ;  we  want  to  put  it  in  the  record  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  amendment  to  it  ever  made  t — ^A.  An  amendment  was  put  in  two 
days  after  by  four  members,  who  were  members  of  the  grand  jury,  but  were  not  im- 
paneled at  that  time. 

Q.  Is  that  on  the  record,  too  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  it  copied,  too  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  amendment  added  to  the  original  document,  or  was  it  a  document 
signed  only  by  four  persons  ? — ^A.  It  was  a  document  signed  by  four  persons  after  be- 
ing dismissed. 

Q.  Was  it  entered  on  the  record  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  us  a  copy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  it  any  part  of  the  record  of  the  grand  jury  ?— A.  No,  sir.    It  was  sworn  to, 
but  not  when  the  four  members  were  impaneled. 
Q.  Were  they  four  white  men  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were. 
Senator  Cooper  .  Give  us  the  record. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  dissent  with  the  grand  jury,  so  far  as  the  record  appears,  with  the 
original  presentment  f — A.  No,  sir.  But  these  four  men,  after  the  grand  jury  was  dis- 
missed, wrote  a  paper,  which  the  judge  allowed  to  go  on  the  record.  They  came  into 
court  to  put  it  on  record.  The  judge  told  them  the  grand  jury  was  dismissed,  and  he 
could  not  call  them  together,  but  that  if  they  wished  to  put  it  in  writing,  they  could 
do  so^nd  he  would  hold  court  for  them. 

Q.  Who  was  the  judge  f — ^A.  Judge  Goes. 

Q.  Let  us  have  both  as  soon  as  you  can. 


Gainesvillb,  Januarjf  6, 1877. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  WAKASA6SA. 

Robert  B.  Wasson  sworn  and  examined.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  election  at  any  poll  in  this  county  on  the  7th  of 
November  last  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  polls  t — A.  Wakasassa. 

Q.  What  office  did  you  fill  there? — ^A.  I  was  manager. 

O.  What  do  you  mean  by  manager — inspector? — A.  I  was  manager  and  inspector 
and  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  announcement  as  to  any  particular  class  of  voters  being  allowed 
or  not  allowed  to  vote  there  by  any  one  t— A.  Yes ;  there  was  a  slang  of  that  kind 
going  on. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?  State  what  was  said  and  what  took  place.— A.  I  did  not  hear  the 
whole  conversation.  I  heard  as  much  said  as  **  that  no  damned  radical  can  vote  at 
these  polls." 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  crowd  outside,  or  by  the  officers  of  election  ? — ^A.  It  was  said  out- 
side of  the  window,  by  those  standing  outside.  There  was  something  said  inside ;  but 
I  don't  know  whether  this  was  confirmed  inside  or  not.  I  was  busy  about  the  polls 
organizing  at  the  time.  One  of  the  managers  who  was  to  be  there  at  the  house  failed 
to  corae,  and  that  left  it  my  duty  to  do  most  of  the  business. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  it — say  or  do  t — ^A.  At  the  time  I  did  not  say  anything. 
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I  went  right  along  with  the  hnsiness.  Finally,  there  was  some  more  confusion.  I  got 
up  then  and  stated,  "(Gentlemen,  I  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  holding  these  polls 
according  to  law.  If  I  cannot  do  it  in  peace,  I  will  return  and  report  accordingly." 
Then  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Wakasassa,  named  Weeks,  left  our  company  and  went 
cot  in  the  square  to  a  crowd  of  twenty-five  or  thirty.  I  happened  to  look  out,  and  saw 
where  they  were.  Finally,  I  saw  they  were  kind  of  pacified,  and  he  came  hack  and 
went  to  business  again. 

Q.  How  many  republican  votes  were  cast  at  that  poll  that  day  ? — ^A.  Three. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  they  were  ? — ^A.  I  believe  K.  B.  Wasson  was  one. 

Q.  Who  were  the  others  f— A.  Griffin  and  another— I  disremember  the  name— I  think 
his  name  was  Hask. 

Q.  Gaines  Harris  f — ^A.  Harrison  or  Hast. 

Q.  Did  these  men  come  up  with  you  ? — ^A.  Tes,  sir.  Griffin  went  down  with  me,  and 
the  other  man  went  down,  I  supposed — ^I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  any  business  or 
not  in  company  with  us. 

Q.  Was  he  a  colored  man  t— A.  Colored  men,  both 

Q.  These  three  men  who  voted  there  T — A.  I  presume  I  am  a  white  man. 

Q.  These  were  all  the  republicans  that  voted  their  ticket  f — ^A.  The  only  three  repub- 
lican tickets  cast  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  the  crowd  was  armed  or  not — any  weapons  in  the  crowd  t 
—A.  They  were  armed  in  the  morning  at  first  with  all  kinds  of  weapons.  Then  they 
began  to  think  that  if  they  run  the  business,  I  would  throw  out  the  box.  It  was  a 
democratic  precinct.  I  think  they  took  it  in  that  way.  I  don't  swear  to  that,  but  that 
is  my  opinion. 

Q.  Then  did  they  put  away  their  arms  t— A.  Yes.  Everything  was  quiet :  two  or 
three  remarks  were  made.  I  happened  to  get  out  of  my  seat  for  something.  It  was  in 
a  log-building  where  the  polls  were  held ;  it  was  used  for  a  certain  purpose.  As  I  got 
up  another  man — ^not  a  man ;  a  boy,  a  young  fellow — came  and  sat  down  there  in  my  seat 
and  said,  "Let  a  white  man  sit  down  here."  I  turned  around  and  said  to  him,  "  If  you 
were  a  decent  colored  man  you  could  sit  there ;  get  up  out  of  there ;"  that  was  all 
there  was  about  it. 

VOTES  BY  BOYS. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  white  boys  voted  there  that  day  or  not  ?— A.  White  boyst 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  under  age. — ^A.  That  is  very  hard  for  me  to  say,  whether  they  were 
under  age  or  not.  I  challenged  them  and  swore  them.  I  suspected  some  of  them  to 
be  under  affe. 

Q.  You  oon't  know  whether  they  were  or  not  f  — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  did  they  look  t— A.  I  supposed  boys  voted  there  who  were  not  over  six- 
teen years  of  age ;  they  might  have  been  seventeen,  and  then,  again,  I  might  be  mis- 
taken. I  don't  swear  positively  this  way.  It  is  just  by  their  appearance  as  they  looked 
to  me.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  of  the  human  race,  and  I  would  not  take 
some  of  them  to  be  over  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age.  I  had  a  list  up  there  of  the 
young  men  that  I  challenged,  and  who  qualified,  but  I  don't  know  what  has  become 
of  it.   I  just  took  their  names  down,  and  I  had  this  list  among  some  of  my  papers. 

Q.  Were  there  others  who  seemed  to  be  under  age  who  desired  to  vote,  but  whom 
you  challenged  T — A.  One  of  them.  I  looked  at  him  earnestly  in  the  face  and  asked 
him  if  he  knew  the  nature  of  an  oath.  His  father  spoke  for  him  and  said,  "  0,yes: 
he  was  of  age  in  the  summer."  His  father  could  not  read  or  write.  I  suppose  he  could 
not  write  the  alphabet. 

Q.  Did  that  boy  vote  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  and  qualified.  He  swore  he  had  reg- 
istered, but  I  could  not  find  it.  If  I  could  see  the  poll-list  I  could  tell  this  young  man, 
I  think. 

Q.  Were  there  any  that  apparently  stood  ready  to  vote  that  did  not  do  so  when  they 
found  you  were  challenging  on  that  ground,  to  your  knowledge  t — ^A.  There  were  two 
young  boys  that  did  not  vote.  Afterward  they  acknowledged  they  were  not  of  age, 
and  Old  not  vote.    I  forget,  now,  their  names. 

Q.  Did  they  offer  to  vote?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  claim  to  be  registered  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  these  boys ;  but  boys  there 
Totingwere  not  registered. 

Q.  They  swore  their  names  in  f— A.  They  qualified. 

<J.  How  many  were  there  of  that  kind  f  — A.  I  declare  I  forget.  You  will  find  them 
on  thepoll-list  all  marked  "  sworn." 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  marked  " sworn"  except  those  boys  T— A.  No,  sir ;  I  think 
not. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  to  their  |ige  or  swear  they  had  been  registered  ? — A.  I  had  the 
whole  of  them  distinctly  asked  if  they  were  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  they  said 
they  were,  and  that  they  were  on  the  old  revised  registration-list.  I  searched  thor- 
oajB^bly,  and  their  names  could  not  be  found.  That  is  why  I  was  so  particular  in  taking 
»  Hist  of  those  names. 
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Q.  Did  the  crowd  take  any  interest  in  having  them  vote,  or  leave  it  alone  T — ^A.  They 
were  all  interested  in  having  them  vote. 

Q.  Did  they  object  to  the  challenging  f — A.  No ;  O,  no. 

Q.  Did  the  boys  hesitate  to  take* the  oath  or  take  it  readily? — ^A.  Tliere  was  one 
yoong  fellow  who  rather  hesitated ;  bat  his  father  told  him  to  take  off  his  hat  and 
hold  up  his  hand.  I  did  not  administer  the  oath  to  him,  as  he  rather  hesitated ;  but 
his  father  insisted  on  it  that  he  should  vote.  I  declare,  I  should  like  to  see  the  poll- 
list.    I  believe  I  could  tell  you  who  voted  and  who  did  not. 

EVIDENCE  OP  DOC  GRIFFIN. 

Doc  Griffin  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  on  election-dav  ? — ^Answer.  Wakasassa. 

Q.  Who  did  you  go  there  with  t — ^A.  Well,  I  went  there  with  Mr.  Wasson. 

Q.  Anybody  else  with  you  T— A.  Gaines  Harris. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Wasson  an  officer  of  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  white  man  T — A.  A  white  man. 

Q.  Does  he  live  here  in  this  town  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  Gaines  Harris  live  t — A.  He  lives  out  in  the  country. 

Q.  Near  to  what  place  t — A.  He  lives  out  here  at  Captain  Dudley's,  Alachua  County. 

Q.  How  far  f — ^A.  About  sixteen  or  seventeen  miles. 

Q.  Are  these  two  persons,  besides  yourself,  republicans  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  at  the  polls,  so  far  as  allowing  republicans  to  vote  is  concerned  f — 
A.  We  got  there  at  seven  o'clock.  Mr.  Wasson  went  on  up  to  the  voting-house  and 
these  democrats  right  there  said,  ''No  God-danmed  republican  can  cast  a  ticket  here 
to-day." 

Q.  Who  said  that,  the  crowd  or  the  officers!— A.  The  crowd;  no  officers;  just  the 
vot-ers  who  came  in  to  vote. 

Q.  Is  Gaines  Harris  a  colored  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Wasson  do  t — ^A.  He  got  right  up  and  said  this :  "I  have  come  here 
as  an  officer  to  rule  this  election ;  if  I  cannot  rule  it  in  peace  I  will  give  up  the  polls 
and  go  away." 

Q.  What  did  he  do  then  f— A.  Mr.  Weeks  talked  to  him,  and  he  became  calai  then. 

Q.  Is  this  Mr.  Weeks  a  white  man  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  democrat  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  went  out  to  the  crowd  and  talked  to  them. 

Q.  Before  the  crowd  became  quiet  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  allow  you  and  Harris  and  Wasson  to  vote  there  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  voted. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  republican  votes  cast  there  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  weapons  in  the  crowd  that  you  saw  t — ^A.  Plenty  of  them. 

Q.  What  were  they  f — A.  Rifles  and  shot-guns. 

Q.  Were  they  a  crowd  of  white  men  ? — ^A.  They  were  all  white  men. 

,  By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  colored  men  but  you  and  Hanis  there  T— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Nobody  on  the  ground  t — ^A.  No  colored  men. 
Q.  You  two  voted;  both  of  you?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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JACKSONVILLE;  Fla.,  December  27, 1876. 

THB  REGISTRATION. 

J.  W.  HowELLS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — ^Answer.  Sanderson,  Baker  County. 

Q.  Do  yon  hold  any  office  in  that  county  T — ^A.  I  only  hold  the  office  of  a  commissioner. 
I  have  acted  as  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  county. 

Q.  Who  is  the  clerk  T — A.  Martin  I.  Cox  is  the  clerk. 

Q.  Who  attended  to  the  business  of  the  county  clerk,  so  far  as  registration  is  con- 
cerned, for  the  last  election  f — A.  I  did.  I  attended  to  entering  the  names  as  they 
cune  in.  and  put  them  on  the  roll. 

Q.  Wnat  do  you  mean  bynames  coming  in — ^persons  coming  in  to  be  registered  f— A. 
A  portion  came  in  themselves,  and  a  portion  was  brought  in  hy  outside  parties ;  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  * 

Q.  How  many  were  hrought  in  in  that  way  t — A.  I  have  here  a  statement  that  will 
tell.  I  will  state,  however,  that  I  could  not  verify  positively  all  this  list,  because 
they  were  hrought  in  at  divers  times,  and  in  such  a  way  that  a  man  would  skip  more 
or  less  of  the  names  brought  in  by  other  parties ;  hut  I  have  made  a  statement,  so  far 
as  I  have  heen  able  to  identify  the  names  and  get  it  correctly,  and  according  to  this 
list,  which  I  think  I  have  not  exactly  correct,  but  it  is  very  near  so,  I  have  sixty-one 
names. 

Q.  Sixty-one  names  hrought  in  hy  other  parties  than  the  parties  themselves  f — A. 
TeSySir. 

Q.  What  does  the  law  require  in  reference  to  registration  t — ^A.  My  understanding 
of  the  law  is — I  will  state  the  whole  matter  as  it  occurred,  and  you  will  probably  un- 
derstand it  better.  In  the  summer,  or  hetween  the  middle  and  the  last  of  the  sum- 
mer, there  were  parties  who  saw  the  clerk  and  got  permission  to  register  names  hy 
going  to  their  places  of  husiness  through  the  county  to  get  their  names  and  bring 
them  to  us — to  the  office  to  be  entered  on  the  book,  so  as  to  be  qualified  to  vote.  I 
mentioned  to  several  parties  who  got  this  permission  to  do  this—he  gave  me  the  neces- 
sary instructions  and  the  names  qualified  to  act  as  his  deputies.    A  short  time  after 

that  one  of  the  parties  named  particularly 

Q.  Who  is  that  t — ^A.  William  H.  Congleton.  I  told  Mr.  Cougleton  I  would  give  him 
all  the  authority  I  had~^at  was  delegated  to  me  from  the  clerk.  I  sat  down  and 
wrote  the  oath  required  Vy  the  constitution  of  this  State  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  told 
him  that  was  the  oath  to  administer.  He  asked  me  if  I  should  register  in  that  way. 
I  told  him  I  did  not;  that  the  law  required  one  method,  and  I  thought  that  right  and 
the  other  was  not.  He  took  one  out,  however,  and  brought  in  quite  a  number  of 
names.  Others  came  and  asked  the  same  permission.  I  always  gave  the  same  per- 
mission, giving  the  oath  to  some  and  some  I  did  not. 

NUMBER  OF  TOTBRS  NOT  LEGALLY  REGISTERED. 

Q.  Have  you  the  list  of  names  there  that  were  handed  in  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  a  list 
of  names.  '  1  could  not  be  positive  that  this  list  is  all,  and  I  am  not  right  positive  that 
all  these  I  have  here  are  the  names,  hut  think  they  are.  Among  them  I  got  probably 
two  or  three  names  to-day  which  I  thought  were  copied  in  it,  and  maybe  I  nave  lost 
•ome.  Agreeing  with  this  number,  sixty-one  which  I  have  here,  forty-nine  voted,  as 
shown  by  the  poll-list. 

<J.  You  have  made  this  comparison  yourself  T — A.  I  have  just  made  it.  I  have  found 
forty-nine  of  that  number  who  voted  ;  of  which,  according  to  my  knowledge  of  their 
politics,  there  are  forty  democrats  and  nine  republicans.    I  make  it  in  that  way. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  don't  know  how  they  voted  f— A.  I  only  know  it  from  what  I  know  of  the 
people;  of  course  I  could  not  swear  to  that. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Don't  you  think,  though,  that  waa  the  politics  of  the  persons  f — A.  I  always  un- 
derstood it  to  be. 

Q.  They  were  democrats  this  year,  and  generally  voted  that  ticket  f — A.  Almost  en- 
tirely so. 

Q.  If  they  voted  at  all  f — A.  Yea,  sir ;  I  know  in  many  instances  they  were,  and  Uiat 
that  is  correct.  In  two  of  the  precincts,  out  of  forty-four  men,  not  a  republican  vote 
was  polled,  and  these  voted  at  these  and  one  other  precinct — voted  the  democratic 
ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  forty  democrats  and  nine  republicans  t — A.  I  only  made  this  with  &  pen- 
cil, of  course ;  I  don^t  swear  to  that ;  I  only  give  my  opinion ;  of  course  I  did  not  see 
how  the  number  voted. 

THE  LAWFUL  MODE. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Describe  more  particularly  this  list  of  names  handed  in  to  the  clerk's  ofiSce,  and 
what  the  ordinary  constitutional  mode  of  re^stration  is. — ^A.  It  is  Just  like  this.  We 
will  suppose  that  this  is  the  clerk's  office,  for  illustration.  I  am  the  clerk  of  the 
county,  and  you  come  in  as  a  citizen  of  the  county  and  ask  for  permission  to  register 
parties,  citizens,  so  as  to  qualify  them  to  vote.  You  take  a  sheet  of  i)aper  and  eo  col 
and  bring  in  names  which  I  enter  here  in  this  book.  I  have  a  book  in  which  1  enter 
them.    There  is  no  taking  of  the  oath  by  them  or  others. 

Q.  Was  that  the  disposition  of  these  names  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  enter  them  on  that  registry  of  the  county  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  will  show  you 
here  in  one  instance.  Mr.  Congleton  brings  in  this  name  to  put  on  the  book,  (show- 
ing.) He  brings  me  a  name  on  the  8th  of  September.  I  bring  it  in  here,  Beniamin  fi. 
Bryan,  and  mark  it  C,  because  Congleton  is  the  man  who  brought  it.  I  dia  not  do 
that  in  every  instance,  because  they  came  in  in  such  a  way,  and  having  a  great  deal 
of  business 

Q.  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  Congleton  came  in  and  got  such  authority  as  could 
be  given  to  him  to  go  and  bring  in  the  names  of  persons  who  desired  to  re^ster  f— A 
Yes,  sir ;  he  brought  in  the  names  I  have  described,  and  I  put  those  names  in  the  reg- 
try,  and  the  letter  C  against  each. 

Q.  Implying  that  Congleton  handed  it  in  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  in  some  instances.  I 
have  made  this  remark  to  them :  that  it  might  be  illegal^  and  might  possibly  vitiate 
the  election.    They  all  came  in  in  different  ways. 

Q.  What  is  the  legal  method  of  re^stration,  as  yon  understand  it  f — ^A.  M^  under- 
standing is  this :  that  an  oath  is  required  bv  the  constitution.  Parties  come  in  to  the 
clerk's  office  and  go  to  his  deputy  and  ask  him  to  qualify  them  under  that  oath,  and 
the  party  writes  the  name  himself  or  asks  the  clerk  to  do  it  for  him. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Congleton  appointed  a  regular  deputy  for  this  purpose  f— A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge ;  he  has  no  oath  on  file  in  the  office  as  deputy. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  you  qualified  him  t— A.  No,  sir ;  I  said  I  gave  him  the  oath ;  this  oath 
here  on  the  top  of  a  sheet  of  paper. 

Q.  To  administer  to  the  vot«r  f— A.  I  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  oath  like  this.  I  being 
the  deputy,  I  did  not  think  I  would  be  authorized  to  admi^ter  the  oath  to  another 
deputy.    I  don't  think  I  have  got  such  power  as  deputy. 

Q.  It  was  under  instructions  from  the  clerk  f — ^A.  I  simply  gave  him  that  oath  as  the 
clerk  instructed  me. 

Q.  He  was  to  go  out  as  his  deputy ;  the  instructions  were  to  that  effect  t — ^A.  I  didn't 
so  understand  it,  and  did  not  tell  him  so.  I  told  him  I  had  no  authority  further  than 
that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  This  is  the  oath  as  it  is  in  this  book  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  Bush's  Digest.  [Read- 
ing:] "I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution 
ana  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitution  and  government  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  against  all  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic ;  that  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
loyalty,  and  allegiance  to  the  same,  any  ordinances  or  resolutions  of  any  State  conven- 
tion or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  so  help  me  God." 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  That  you  gave  this  man  a  copy  of  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  wrote  that  on  a  piece  of  legal, 
cap  paper,  and  told  him  that  I  thought  the  registration  made  in  that  way  would  not 
be  legal.  There  were  other  parties,  however ;  he  was  not  the  only  one  who  got  ibt 
same  permiRsioii. 

Q.  You  entered  them,  however,  on  the  grand  registry? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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(^  And  you  fnrnished  to  each  precinct  these  names  f — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Without  any  designation  of  how  they  appeared  to  others  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  The  precinct  electors  and  inspectors  had  no  knowledge  on  that  subject  T  Did 
you  know  the  most  of  these  men  ? — ^A.  Nearly  all  of  them. 

Q.  Were  they  all  citizens  of  that  county  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  about  that.  I  could  not 
say.  There  are  some  who  claim  they  were  not.  I  could  not  say  whether  they  were  or 
not.  There  is  a  man  here,  G.  W.  Sykes,  whom  it  is  claimed  by  parties  there  had  not 
been  in  the  State  bnt  about  seven  months ;  but  of  my  knowledge  I  could  not  say. 
Lnke  E.  Hicks  is  said  to  live  in  Clay  County. 

The  Chairman.  Go  on  and  state  any  others. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Isaac  Sykes,  did  you  say  ? — ^A.  G.  W.  Sykes. 

Q.  You  find  him  on  the  grand  re^stry  f— A.  I  think  I  do,  [looking.!    He  is  registered. 

Q.  Any  mark  bnt  what  he  is  registered  regularly  T — ^A.  Registered  by  Congleton. 

Q.  Is  that  mark  there  ? — A.  That  is  designated,  yes,  sir,  by  the  letter  C. 

Q.  That  was  not  famished  to  the  inspectors  t — A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  man^s  name 
here,  however,  on  one  of  these  precinct-lists,  not  registered.  He  came  a  day  too  late 
to  register,  and  I  refused  to  register  him ;  but  I  see  his  name  here  as  having  vot«d. 

By  the  Chairbaak  : 

i^.  What  is  his  name  ?— A.  J.  E.  Miller. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Is  there  an3rthing  represented  that  he  voted  from  the  grand  registry  or  by  the 
uatn  T — A.  They  marked  it  "  C  "  here,  and,  judging  by  that,  he  has  been  challenged. 

Q.  Don't  the  law  provide  for  something  whetner  qualified  or  not  by  "  C  f" — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  It  means  to  be  sworn,  don't  it  f — A.  That  mark  stands  for  sworn  j  that  is  the  in - 
stmction. 

Q.  The  law  is  "  C  "  or  "  D ; "  that  means  he  is  sworn. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  "C"  is  for  challenged.  Whenever  he  is  challenged  the  statute  says  the  letter  C 
:*hall  be  put  opposite  l^is  name,  and  he  is  not  permitted  to  vote  without  being  sworn : 
that  is,  when  he  is  challenged  he  must  swear,  so  that  the  letter  indicates  he  was  sworn  T 
— A.  That  does  not  necessarily  follow.  Sometimes  he  is  challenged  and  the  challenger 
withdraws  the  challenge. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Ton  say  '*  C,"  when  put  opposite  a  name,  indicates  that  he  swore  in  his  vote,  does 
it  not  f    You  say  this  man  Sykes,  who  was  sworn,  did  not  register? — ^A.  Miller? 

<  j    He  is  not  on  the  register  T — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  He  applied  to  you  for  registration  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  to  me  the  fifth  day 
Wfore  the  election. 

Q.  They  can't  register  after  the  sixth  day,  or  within  six  days  t — ^A.  I  told  him  he 
was  a  day  too  late.  I  got  the  law  and  showed  him.  He  said  he  was  satisfied,  and 
didn't  care. 

Q.  Y^'on  are  satisfied  he  is  the  identical  man,  and  that  there  is  no  man  of  that  name 
<Hi  your  register  f — A.  No,  sir ;  no  man  of  that  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

i^.  Had  he  ever  been  registered? — A.  No,  sir. 

i^.  Can  a  man  swear  in  his  vote  when  challenged  who  has  never  been  registered  ? — 
A.  I  don't  think  he  can<    According  to  the  law,  he  must  register  before  the  election. 

Senator  Cooper.  He  can  swear  in  his  vote  ? 

Senator  Teller.  Unless  his  name  has  been  on  the  registry  sometime  he  cannot 
Awear  it  in.    If  left  off  by  accident  after  former  registration,  he  could. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
ij.  Do  yon  know  whether  it  was  ever  on  the  registry  or  not  ? — A.  His  name  does  not 
;ip|iear  on  the  registry  at  all.    This  is  the  book  we  copied  from.    We  used,  in  fact,. 
tliiH  as  the  book,  and  there  is  no  man  by  the  name  of  Miller  that  appears  here  in  the 
•  Mb." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

i^.  Do  you  know  this  man  Miller  ? — A.  Very  well,  sir.  • 

Q.  Is  be  a  white  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  "What  are  his  politics  ? — A.  I  always  understood  he  was  a  democrat.  I  under- 
stAod  all  the  white  people  in  that  county  are  democrats,  with  the  exception  of  four 
fir  five. 
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Q.  Do  yon  speak  from  yonr  general  knowledge  of  white  men  being  deniocntic,  or 
speak  of  yonr  knowledge  of  bira,  making  yon  suppose  he  is  a  democrat  f — A.  I  think 
he  is  a  democrat,  and  have  no  doubt  about  it,  for  he  told  me  so ;  but  said  he  was  not  as 
particular  (not  as  bitter)  as  some  people  of  liis  politics.  I  was  a  candidate  two  years 
ago,  and  he  came  70  miles  through  Baker  County  to  vote  for  a  man  running  foraposi' 
tion  in  the  assembly — a  Mr.  Pons;  but  not  to  vote  against  me. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  He  had  voted  two  years  before  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  did. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  his  name  is  not  on  the  registry  f — A.  He  told  me  fae  voted, 
any  way ;  he  did  not  care.  I  thought  he  was  joking.  I  was  very  well  acquainted 
with  him,  and  did  not  attach  much  importance  to  that. 

Q.  Will  you  let  me  have  that  register?  I  ju«t  want  to  examine  it ;  that  is  a  new 
question  I  had  not  thought  about — ^registration. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  mentioned  two  of  these  names ;  do  you  wish  to  mention  any  otb^ns  f — ^A.  Of 
my  own  knowledge  I  do  not  know  whether  these  parties  lived  in  the  county  long 
enough^  or  whether  they  were  eutitled  to  vote  or  not  What  I  speak  of  is  from  hear- 
say, and  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  only  know  the  names  in  the  legal  register  t— A.  They  registered  Just  as  I 
have  stated,  and  I  did  not  consider  it  legal.  If  the  clerk  gave  any  authority  to  them 
it  is  not  in  my  knowledge. 

AN  ACCOMMODATINO  CLERK. 

Q.  Has  the  clerk  ever  told  you  to  give  any  other  authority  f — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  told  the 
clerk  that  I  thought  that  would  be  illegal.  He  said  he  did  not  think  that  womld  be 
right,  but  said  they  wanted  it  and  he  could  not  help  it. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  read,  &tr.  Elliot  C.  Richardson  f— A.  He  was  registered  by  a  man  named 
Driggers. 

Q.  Did  you  ^ut  him  on  the  list  ?— A.  I  am  not  positive  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  f nrnished  the  oath  f — A.  I  did  in  some  cases ;  in  some  I  did  not. 

Q.  Is  Richardson's  name  on  the  list  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Marked  furnished  by  "  C,"  is  it  not  ?— A.  Furnished  by  "  D."  Elliot  C.  Ricfaani- 
son.    That  "  C  "  is  the  party's  name. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  T— A.  That  I  can  tell  by  referring  here  to  my  poll-list,  [lott- 
ing.] He  voted  at  Sanderson  precinct.  However,  I  see  the  cleric  has  not  put  it  down, 
or  has  put  it  down  Elliot  Richardsou,  and  left  out  "  C." 

Q.  Is  there  any  such  man  on  the  register  f — A.  No ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  ia  the 
same  man. 

Q.  What  is  that  name  among  the  voters  that  voted  ?— A.  Elliot  Richardson. 

Q.  Is  there  any  Elliot  C.  Richardson  that  did  not 'V'ote  f — ^A.  No ;  I  don't  know  of  but 
one  Elliot  Richardson  in  that  county,  and  he  is  the  onlv  man  I  know  of. 

Q.  He  is  a  colored  man,  whom  you  know  well  T — A.  A  white  man. 

Q.  Is  he  not  registered  under  the  name  of  colored  here  f  What  is  that  T  Cpointing.] 
— ^A.  That  is,  the  first  column  was  full ;  I  wrote  under  the  colored  column.  The  idea 
was  to  show  the  difference  between  them. 

Q.  Well,  he  is  registered  under  the  colored  head  T — ^A.  Yes ;  he  ia  registered  on  that 
side-    When  this  side  got  full  I  changed  to  the  other  side. 

Q.  Does  white  not  continue  on  the  next  page  the  same  way,  in  the  same  column  f— 
A.  Exactly,  "  white  "  and  "  colored." 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  There  are  two  names  on  that  next  i>age. — A.  Two  names. 
Q.  Are  those  colored  t — A.  No,  sir;  both  white  men. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  This  is  for  registration,  and  is  beaded  "  colored  "  and  "  white,^  and  this  Elliot  C. 
Richardson  is  under  the  colored  column  f — ^A.  That  was  just  a  matter  of  the  clerk  in 
making  that ;  there  is  no  distinction  at  all. 

Q.  But  still  it  is  here  in  your  bookt — A.  It  seems  as  if  that  was  intended  at  ^e 
time ;  but  in  my  late  registration  I  did  not  make  any  difference  whether  they  got  on 
that  side  or  the  next. 

Q.  When  did  yOu  next  enter  in  that  place  f — A.  In  fact,  we  registered  all  the  time. 
Whenever  a  man  came  and  said,  "  I  want  to  register,"  we  roistered  him. 

Q.  In  that  column,  where  did  you  commence  there  T — ^A.  'Hiat  appears  there  the  1st 
September,  1876. 

Q.  That  is  the  first  name  you  registered  f — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  the  drstone.  That 
appears  for  the  date  of  that  register. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  first  on  that  side  ? — A.  That  appears  to'he  the  first  white  man  on  that  side ; 
there  are  several  others — E.  J.  Ranlerson,  David  H.  Rowe,  Benjamin  H.  Rowe,  a  white 
man ;  N.  T.  Rich,  6.  B.  Rich,  is  a  white  man. 

By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Q.  Is  Richardson  your  first  name? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  the  first  name  yon  registered  in  that  column  f — ^A.  It  appears  that  is  the 
first  white  man  on  that  roll ;  I  think  the  rest  on  that  side  are  all  colored. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Above  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  next  registered  him  in  that  column  f — ^A.  I  think,  when  this  side  gave  out  I 
went  to  filling  that  up ;  I  commenced  over  there,  [showing.] 

By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  When  did  ;ou  commence  on  that  side  t — ^A.  I  would  fill  such  from  this  date — from 
the  first  date  that  appears  here,  which  is  Ist  September,  1876. 

Q.  Yoa  registered  there  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  another  man,  the  clerk  at  that  time,  would 
act  for  him. 

Q.  Your  deputy  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  deputy  would  enter  that  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  find  the  name  of  Elliot  C.  Richardson  on  the  poll-list f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
think  it  is  an  omission  of  the  clerk.  I  don't  know  but  one  man  of  that  name  in  the 
county. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  that  was  f — A.  No ;  I  only  guess.  There  is  only  one  Elliot 
Richardson  in  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  yon  known  him  for  some  time  f — ^A.  I  know  him  very  well. 

Q.  Does  he  live  in  that  county ?-^ A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  young  man,  just  of  age.  This 
is  his  first  vote.    I  gave  him  a  license  to  get  married  not  long  ago. 

Q.  Now  take  Isaac  Newman ;  there  is  no  mark  to  show  whether  Richardson  was 
challenged  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  voted  number  119. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  register  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Without  any  designation  but  that  he  put  it  there  himself,  as  usual  f — ^A.  No  desig- 
nation about  it. 

Q.  You  entered  that  yourself  t — A.  Yes,  sir.    That  was  brought  in  by  that  man 


QTiou  didn't  so  mark  it  in  the  register  f — ^A.  I  said  at  first  some  I  oipitted.  I  don't 
think  I  marked  them  all. 

Q.  That  is  in  your  handwriting  on  the  register  f — A.  All  of  thoae  are  that  I  entered 
for  all  tbeee  parties. 

Q.  He  is  in  the  column  of  whites  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  voted  without  challenge  f — A.  I  presume  so. 

Q.  Nothing  marked T~ A.  I  don't  see  anything;  I  think  not,  though,  [looking.]  No, 
air ;  nothing  marked. 

Q.  He  is  a  citizen  of  the  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Simon  P.  Howard ;  look  on  your  poll-list  and  see  if  you  can  find  him  f — ^A.  Yes; 
air ;  I  find  him  at  Darby  ville.    There  he  is. 

Q.  Without  challenge,  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  find  him  on  the  register  t — A.  He  is  on  there,  Simon  P. 

Q.  Without  designation,  either  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  without  mark  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman,  [reading.!  Here  is  that  provision :  **  If  such  elector  shall  have 
been  challenged  and  sworn,  tne  clerk  shall  make  note  thereof  as  follows :  *  If  the  person 
shall  swear  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  letter  C  shall  be  entered 
opposite  his  name  on  the  list  kept  by  the  clerk ;  if  he  swears  that  he  has  declared  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  then  the  letter  D  shall  be  entered  opposite  his  name  upon 
aftid  list.' " 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  He  appears  on  the  poll-list  Simon  P.  Howard,  and  appears  in  the  registration 
witbont  designation.  You  put  it  there  in  yoar  handwriting ;  but  he  appears  on  the 
poU-hst  without  challenge  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Quilla  Parker.  S<S  how  he  voted ;  look  on  your  poll-list. — ^A.  He  voted  at  San- 
derson, number  126. 

Q-  Without  challenge f— A.  No;  there  is  no  indication  of  it. 

Q-  In  the  grand  registry,  without  mark  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  White  or  black  f — ^A.  A  colored  man. 

Q-  In  the  colored  column,  is  he  not  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  other  column  is  not  filled  up  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  James  H.  Rich;  find  where  he  voted.— A.  He  voted,  No.  36,  at  Darbyville. 
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Q.  WaR  there  any  challenge  i — A.  There  is  no  mark  here,  (f )  This  designation  u 
made  in  some  instances  by  the  man  Driggers. 

Q.  That  is  designated  F — A.  It  means  nothing. 

Q.  Still  it  is  on  the  grand  register!  —A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  what  date  t— A.  September  22. 

Q.  And  the  vote  on  the  poll-list  was  challenged  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  him  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  county,  do  you? — A.  Well,  I  think  he  live* 
very  near  to  the  Bradford  County  line,  and  I  think  he  is  claimed  to  1)e  iu  that  connty, 
and  makes  his  tax-returns  in  that  county.  I  think  he  is  in  the  county,  but  would  not 
say  so.    He  is  very  near  the  line. 

Q.  Is  he  an  old  citizen  or  a  new  one  f — A.  I  think  he  has  been  there  abont  a  conple 
of  years. 

Q.  Mitchell  Smith;  where  did  he  votet  Look  on  your  poll-list. — A.  I  was  jiwt 
thinking  for  a  moment  whether  I  could  not  locate  him.  He  voted  at  Sanderson  precinct. 
We  mnst  have  omitted  that  from  this  book. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  complete  grand  register,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  two  of 
these  books  used,  and  I  cannot  account  for  it  in  any  other  way — I've  entered  it  in  one, 
and  forgot  to  put  in  the  other. 

Q.  There  is  another  book! — A.  I  used  two  of  these.  I  know  this  man  was  bronght 
in  to  me  and  entered  on  one  and  omitted  in  this. 

(j.  Can  yon  be  positive,  then,  about  Eliot  Richardson— of  the  name  not  being  Eliot 
Richardson  on  the  other  bookf — A.  Yes;  I  am  positive  this  name  is  on  one  of  these 
l>ooks.    I  mnst  have  omitted  it  on  this. 

Q.  From  looking  at  the  poll-list,  are  you  not  satisfied  his  name  is  on  that  register 
that  yon  furnished  the  inspector? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  two  copies  of  the  list  famished. 
I  think  I  have. 

Q.  Upon  the  poll-list,  looking  at  that,  yon  are  satisfied  that  you  famished  the 
name? — A.  I  have  the  poll-list.    I  have  the  list  furnished  from  the  registration-book. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  is  the  list  sent  to  the  different  precincts  ? — A.  That  is  one  of  the  lists. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Of  the  great  register?— A.  Y'es,  sir;  it  appears  there.    I  suppose  I  used  the  two 
l>ook8  so  as  to  compare,  and  must  have  omitted  it  in  that  case.    That  is  from  the  two 
combined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  found  it  on  that  ? — ^A.  Y'es,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  It  was  on  the  register  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  Elliot  C.  Richardsnn  there,  too  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Eliot,  that  is,  [pointing  ?]— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  you  furnished  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Eliott  Richardson  voted ;  Eliott  C.  Richardson  did  not,  so  far  as  the  poll-list  is  con- 
cerned ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true.  I  see  that  must  have  been  the  name  the  clerk  pnt 
on  the  list. 

Q.  Well,  you  furnished  the  inspectors  with  the  name  of  Elliot  Richardson,  and 
Elliott  Richardson  voted,  and  Eliott  C.  Richardson  was  on  the  register  brought  in  by 
somebody  else ;  and  he  does  not  vote,  so  far  as  the  poll-list  is  concerned  f — A.  Yes; 
but  this  Elliot  Richardson  is  Elliot  C.  Richardson. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  ? — A.  I  know  there  is  but  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  every  man  in  the  county  f — ^A.  I  know  nearly  every  man  in  the 
county. 

Q.  You  swear  positively  that  there  is  no  other  Elliot  C.  Richardson  in  the  county  ?— 
A    I  could  not  swear  positively.    I  donH  know  of  any  other. 

Q.  Still  there  may  be  another  ?— A.  Yes,  sit ;  it  might  be  possible 

Q.  Mr.  Mitchell  Sammel  is  in  the  register  furnished  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  his  name, 
(indicating.) 

Q.  And  he  voted  without  challenge  ?— A.  Yes,  he  voted  without  challenge. 

Q.  Isaiah  Dobson ;  see  where  he  voted. — ^A.  He  voted,  number  43. 

Q.  Does  he  vote  without  challenge  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  on  the  grand  register,  with  no  particular  mark,  in  your  handwriting  ! — A. 
Y»is,  sir. 

Q.  Daniel  Shaw ;  see  where  he  voted. — A.  He  voted,  number  143. 

Q.  Was  he  challenged  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  no  mark  here  as  having  been  challenged. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  register  without  mark,  is  he  not  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  Mr.  Peter  Mills  ?— A.  Number  170. 

il.  He  voted  without  challenge  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  no  mark  here. 
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Q.  Ou  the  registry,  without  mark,  in  your  handwriting  T*— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  mark 
made  there  (showing)  with  some  of  those  names,  is  a  private  mark  of  no  meaning. 

Q.  Well,  he  is  on  the  registry,  without  mark  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wesley  Edwards  t— A.  Number  49  he  voted. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register,  without  mark  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Under  colored  f — ^A.  He  is  a  colored  man. 

Q.  Under  the  title  of  colored  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  consider  that,  or  that  this  mark, 
attaches  any  importance  to  it. 

Q.  Well,  he  is  under  the  head  of  colored,  without  mark,  and  voted  without  chal- 
lenge f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Alfred  Green  ? — A.  He  did  not  vote;  his  name  does  not  appear.  I  compared  that 
with  the  precinct  poll-list. 

Q.  He  do^  not  vote  t — A.  If  he  did  I  should  have  it  here. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  register,  without  mark,  is  he  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Daniel  Stewart!— A.  No.  145. 

Q.  Voted  without  challenge,  so  far  as  the  record  shows  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  registration  there,  and  without  mark  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  E.  J.  Rauleraon  f — A.  His  name  appears  here  as  having  voted. 

Q.  Without  challenge  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  It  is  not  spelled  the  same  way,  is  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  you  have  marked  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  register,  marked :  those  were  Driggers  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  voted  there  without  challenge,  so  far  as  the  record  shows  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  T— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  f — ^A.  Tolerably  well ;  have  been  acquainted  with  him  for  six  or  eight 
months ;  a  year,  perhaps. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  lived  in  the  county  f — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Ever  since  you  knew  him  t — A.  Yes ;  I  got  acquainted  with  him  in  the  county. 

Q.  Six  or  eight  months? — A.  I  should  think  so ;  but  I  could  not  say.  I  am  satisfied 
he  has  been  in  the  county  six  months.    He  is  a  citizen. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  came  from  ? — A.  I  think  he  came  from  Hamilton  County, 
Florida ;  his  brother  is  clerk  of  the  court  in  that  county. 

By  Senator  Coopeb  : 

Q.  George  B.  Cooper  ? — A.  He  killed  a  man  a  short  time  before  the  election  and  went 
off. 

Q.  He  did  not  vote  f — ^A.  He  did  not  vote ;  his  name  is  not  on  that  poll-list. 

Q.  J.  F.  V.  McKinney  f  Look  on  you  poll-list.— A.  Yes ;  I  know  Mr.  McKinney. 
He  is  are  old  gentleman,  and  his  name  appears  from  a  place  called  Olustee. 

Q.  Without  challenge  ;  on  the  grand  register,  without  mark!- A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  an  old  citizen  f — A.  He  is  an  old  gentleman  and  has  been  in  that  county  a 
year  or  two,  perhaps  three  years. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  ever  been  naturalized  or  not ;  of  what  nationality 
he  is  f— A.  No,  sir ;  he  looks  to  me  to  be  a  Dutchman,  by  his  face. 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  • 

Q.  No  doubt  about  his  being  naturalized  f — ^A.  The  only  thing  I  know  is,  I  don't 
think  he  was  re^stered  by  the  proper  officer. 

Q.  Still  he  is  on  the  grand  register  and  without  mark  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  G.  C.  Dyess  f— A.  Yes,  he  vot«d. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  7 — A.  So  it  appears  here. 

Q.  He  was  on  the  grand  register,  without  mark  f — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  him  T— A.  Yes,  I  know  him. 

Q.  He  lives  in  the  county  ? — ^A.  He  lives  right  at  that  place — station,  or  near  there. 

<J.  A.  J.  Dyess  did  not  vote,  you  say  f — A.  I  could  not  find  it  on  this  poll-list. 

<i.  He  is  registered,  however  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W.  H.  Thomas  ? — A.  It  appears  there. 

Q.  He  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Without  challenge  so  far  as  the  poll-list  is  concerned  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

<i.  On  the  register,  without  mark  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? — A.  Well,  I  am  not  sure.  I  think  I  know  him.  I  know  a 
young  man  there  I  presume  to  be  him.    I  could  not  say  it  was  the  same  man. 

Q.  A  K.  McKenney  T    See  if  he  is  there. — A.  Ye«,  sir ;  he  is  here. 

Q.  Does  he  vote  withont  challenge  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register,  without  mark  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

-Q.  Daniel  Gadsden ;  it  is  Daniel  Gadsden,  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  reversed  there, 
showing  the  letter  of  the  alphabet ;  yes,  he  appears  here  on  this  poll-list 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  whether  he  votes  without  ohalleoge,  to  make  it  oompletef— A.  No  mark 
of  it. 

Q.  If  he  is  on  the  re^ster  at  all  he  did  not  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  Without  mark ;  that  is  Daniel  Gadsden,  is  it  f— A.  Yes.  We  pat  Gadsden  first,  in 
alphahetical  order. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  William  R.  Conner  T— A.  William  R.  Conner  is  here. 

Q.  He  voted  f — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Without  ohanen^je  t^A.  Yes,  sir. 

On  the  grand  register,  (showing  hook,)  without  mark  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Is  he  a  white  man  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Then  Lihugh  Thompson  f— A.  I  have  not  got  the  names  arranged  to  find  tbem 
very  quickly.    1  find  them  here. 

Q.  He  voted  without  ohaliengeY— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  White  or  colored  t— A.  White  man— - 

Q.  On  the  grand  register,  without  mark  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<5.  Is  it  singularly  spelled  f  That  is  the  reason  I  inquired  there.  John  £.  Mohley  !— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  t — ^A.  There  is  no  indication  here. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  grand  register  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Without  mark  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  H.  Roberts  f—A.  I  am  trying  to  think  what  precinct  he  voted  at.  I  find 
him  here. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  S.f    That  is  not  the  one  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  it  is.    [Showing.]— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register,  and  without  mark  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  David  Johns  T — A.  David  Johns  is  here. 

Q.  He  voted  t — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Without  challenge,  and  no  mark? — ^A.  No  mark. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  grand  register,  without  mark  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  James  H.  Altman  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  James  H.  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.    Nothing  hut  my  check  to  it. 

Q.  No  mark  that  he  voted  f— A.  No,  sir.    There  he  is.    [Showing.] 

Q.  Without  any  mark  on  the  grand  register  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Robert  B.  Jordan  t— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  votes  without  challenge,  and  on  the  grand  register  without  mark  t— A.  Te«. 
He  is  one  of  the  names  brought  in  by  Mr.  Congleton. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  say  his  name  was  brought  to  you  by  him  t— A.  Yes^  sir. 
By  Senator  CooPSR : 

Q.  Henry  M.  Jordan  t — ^A.  He  was  challenged.  Marked  here  C.  Don't  say  whether 
they  swore  him  or  not. 

Q.  Still  they  marked  him  C  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don^t  they  swear  him  if  they  mark  him  C  t— A.  Not  necessarily.  They  ought  to, 
if  they  complied  with  the  law. 

Q.  If  he  voted  by  challenge  f— A.  No.  I  might  chaHenge  your  vo^e,  lor  instaooe. 
We  might  go  up  to  a  precinct,  and  I  might  sav,  this  gentleman  I  challenge ;  and  then 
you  might  convince  me  that  you  were  all  right,  and  vote  without  being  sworn,  if  1 
withdrew  the  challenge. 

Q.  Then  he  would  not  be  challenged  ? — ^A.  He  would  be  challenged,  bat  not  swear 
his  vote  in,  as  the  challenge  was  withdrawn. 

Q.  He  has  voted  by  challenge  t-— A.  Yes,  sir.    Marked  C  against  his  name. 

By  the  Cq^lIRMan  : 
Q.  You  had  this  given  to  you  as  clerk  T-^.  I  think  I  can  say  positively.    I  think 
Mr.  Congleton  gave  me  both  of  these  name& 

Bj  Senator  CooFfiR : 

Q.  No  nxark  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  A.  F.  Kimball  f— A.  He  did  not  vote.    I  don't  find  him  as  having  voted. 

q.  J.  R.  Griffis  f — A.  I  do  not  find  him  under  Griffis  here.  I  find  Giiffith  here,  whidi 
I  take  to  be  the  same  man. 

Q.  J.  R.  Griffithat— A.  There  is  G.  R.  Griffith. 

Q.  J.  R.  Grifiis  is  on  the  grand  register,  too,  is  it  not  t  There  he  is  on  this  list, 
[Showing.] — ^A.  I  want  to  say  my  list  which  I  gave  them  might  not  have  that  name 
on.    I  may  have  made  a  mistake  in  that  name« 
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q.  What  Griffin  is  that  that  voted  f— A.  J.  L.  Griffin. 
Q.  It  is  J.  R.  Griffith  that  voted  ? — ^A.  His  name  does  not  appear. 
Q.  Where  f—A.  On  this  poll-list. 

Q.  Not  on  the  poll-list,  lie  did  not  vote.  J.  R.  Griffin's  name  is  on  the  register.  He 
did  not  vote,  so  £ur  as  the  poU-Ust  is  coiioeroed  f 

By  the  Chairmai^^  : 
Q.  J.  R.  Griffith  did  vote,  bat  his  name  ia  not  on  the  list  that  was  sent  to  the  polls  T— 
A.  Griffith  does  not  appear  on  the  register  nor  on  the  poll-list 

By  Senator  Coopke  : 

Q.  G.  R.  Griffith,  is  itf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  G.  R.  Griffiths;  you  say  this  name  is  not  on  the  grand  register  T— A.  He  did  not 
vote,  or  any  man  by  the  name  of  Griffith,  in  that  county. 

Q.  Then  he  is  not  on  the  srand  register  ? — ^A.  No,  sir.    [Showing.] 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge,  you  say  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Benjamin  R.  Bryan  ?— A.  Benjamin  K.  Bryan  is  here. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  grand  register  without  marking  ? — ^A.  Yes,  six;  still  there  is 

Q.  It  is  scratched  out,  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Marked  C,  and -the  C  scratched  out,  is  it  notf — A.  -He  is  not  in  this,  Mr.  C!ongle- 
ton's  re^stration. 

Q.  Still  he  is  marked  C  there,  and  the  C  marked  out  in  your  handwriting,  by  your 
actf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W.  T.  Copelaud  ?— A.  Allen  T.  Copeland. 

Q.  W,  T.  this  is ;  didn't  vote,  did  he  7 — ^A.  No ;  that  was  not  intended.  But  it  was 
got  up  80  hurriedly,  I  might  have  made  a  mistake. 

Q.  He  didn't  vote  f — ^A.  I  cannot  find  his  name.    I  am  looking  now  to  be  more 

Q.  It  is  on  the  registry,  though — ^Allen  P.  Copelaud  f — A.  Allen  T.  Copeland  is  here, 
and  I  think  that  ought  to  be  T. 

Q.  It  looks  like  it,  but  Allen  T.  is  not  on  the  register,  and  Allen  P.  is.  Is  that  P  or 
Tt— A.  We  intended  that  for  a  P. 

Q.  Allen  P.  is  registered  T — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  vote! — ^A.  It  appears  nere  on  this  list  that  Allen  T.  voted.  There  is  no 
Allen  P.  here. 

Q.  Allen  P.  vot«d,  or  Allen  T.  did,  and  Allen  P.  is  not  on  the  repster  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge t — A.  Yes,  sir;  no  indication  of  it. 

Q.  On  here  [showing]  Allen  P.  is  without  a  mark,  is  it  not  f  The  original  mark  is 
mbbed  out. — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  only  done 

Q.  Marked  C,  and  rubbed  out? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  By  whom  was  that  name  handed  to  yon  ! — ^A.  By  Mr.  Congleton. 

By  Senator  Coopeb  : 
Q.  With  that  C  marked  out  f 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Why  did  he  mark  the  C  out  ? — ^A.  That  was  this  private  mark  of  mine,  and  I  did 
not  attach  any  significance  to  that.    It  amounts  to  nothing. 

Q.  You  pat  it  there  for  the  purpose  of  telling  who  brought  it  to  you  here  f — A.  I 
will  tell  you  why  the  C  was  marked  out. 

Q.  You  originally  put  it  there  for  that  purpose  f— A.  I  thought  it  might  appear  in 
spying  this  that  the  young  man  would  see  it  and  not  know  why  I  did  that,  and  in 
eopying  would  follow  that  initial  letter ;  and  I  marked  it  off,  so  he  would  not  make  a 
mistake. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  James  J,  Copeland :  he  did  not  vote  there,  according  to  this  f— A.  That  I  don't 
take  to  be  correct.    I  only  did  that  as  a  check  over  me  if  I  made  a  mistake. 

Q.  See  if  you  can  find  James  B. — A.  No,  sir ;  his  name  does  not  appear  here  in  that 
precinct. 

Q.  He  did  not  vote  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  William  M.  Chesser  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  William  M.  Chesser  appears  here. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  without  challenge  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  [Showing.]  I  suppose  that  is  the  man  who  voted,  but  it  is  not  it ;  see  if  you  can 
find  any  other;  see  how  it  is  on  the  list.— A.  William  Chesser  is  the  man;  that  is 
"ght.  Yes,  I  suppose  I  made  it  from  the  book  ;  I  corrected  William  M.  Chester  there ; 
the  only  mistake  was  in  putting  in  the  t. 

.  <J.  William  M.  Chesser  you  furnish  to  the  grand  register  without  mark  f— A.  Yes, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


232  FLORIDA — BAKER  COUNTY. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  so  far  as  this  is  concerned,  as  this< shows  t— A.  Yes; 
nothing  to  indicate  it  here. 

Q.  F.  W.  Dinkins  ?— A.  He  seems  to  have  been  challenged ;  he  is  marked  C. 

Q.  Dinkins,  let  ns  see  this  name  on  this  register. — A.  [Showing.]  There  he  is. 

Q.  On  the  register  marked  C,  and  the  C  scratched  out  f— A.  l^s,  sir. 

Q.  Elisha  Green  f — ^A.  He  voted,  with  no  indication  of  his  being  challenged  or 
sworn. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register f — A.  Yes ;  there  is  more  of  them,  though;  I  think  there 
is  another  one  of  them. 

Q.  That  is  Elisha  T — ^A.  There  are  so  many  Greens,  It  is  hard  to  telL 

Q.  Elisha  Green  is  on  the  register  T — A.  There  are  two  here. 

Q.  Two  Elisha  Greens  on  the  grand  register  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  one 

Q.  Any  private  mark  to  one  T— A.  He  was  registered  two  years  before.  It  said  "  be- 
fore." 

Q.  Is  that  Elisha  Green  registered  in  1874  ;  he  voted  without  a  challenge,  did  bet— 
A.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  I  don't  know.  I  gaess  this  explains  it :  There  is  an  EliBha 
Green,  junior.    He  did  not  vote,  but  one,  I  think,  voted. 

Q.  One  voted  and  two  registered  f— A.  Let  me  see.  Maybe  the  other  voted  at  this 
other  precinct.  Yes,  one  voted  at  Darby  vi  lie  and  the  other  at  Sanderson.  Neither  of 
them  are  marked. 

Q.  Neither  of  them  challenged  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  M.  A.  B.  Howard,  he  voted  without  challenge  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  registered  as  Matthew  A.  B.  Howard?— A.   Yes,  sir;   Matthew,  known 

Q.  Ho  is  marked  C,  and  the  C  rubbed  out  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  here  marked  C  and  not  rubbed  out ;  why  rub  out  one  and  not  the  other!— 
A.  Well,  I  can  explain ;  only  that  I  just  happened  not  to  do  it ;  but  I  put  that  in 
brackets,  I  see. 

Q.  Without  mark  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  John  Mclvor  f — A.  He  is  challenged,  I  see. 

Q.  Voted  by  challenge  ? — A.  I  suppose  that  means  it. 

Q.  Name  on  the  register  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  challenged. 

Q.  A.  L.  Markley,  he  voted  without  challenge  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register  without  mark  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Levi  E.  Mobley ;  he  voted  without  challenge  f— A.  Yes ;  no  mark. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register,  is  he,  without  mark?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  James  H.  Powers  f — ^A.  James  Powers. 

Q.  James  Powers  voted,  but  James  H.  is  registered  t — ^A.  There  is  the  man,  [show- 
ing.] 

Q.  That  is  James  H.  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  James  voted.  See  if  you  can  find  on  the  other  list  how  that  mistake  was 
made. — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  evidently  this  Powers. 

Q.  James  Powers  voted  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  James  Powers  is  registered  f — ^A.  I  think  not ;  I  don't  know  bat  that 
one  man. 

Q.  There  is  a  man  there,  [showing]— James  H.  Powers? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  citizen  of  the  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  David  H.  Rowe  did  not  vote,  accordingto  your  mark  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Neither  of  those  voted?— A.  David  H.  Rowe  voted.  That  is  not  entirely  correct 
I  might  have  made  a  mistake,  but  did  not  intend  to  make  it.  It  was  made  out  quickly, 
so  as  to  save  time.  , 

Q.  D.  H.  Rowe  voted  and  David  H.  Rowe  was  registerea  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  Benjamin  H.  Rowe  is  registered  ?— A.  I  might  have  made  a  mistake.  His 
name  does  not  appear. 

Q.  He  does  not  vote,  but  his  name  is  registered  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Daniel  Sykes,  marked  in  some  way — a  ci*088, 1  believe— did  not  vote  ? — A.  I  thiuk 
not.    That  is  not  reliable. 

Q.  He  is  registered  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  His  name  is  registered,  though  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  G.  W.  Sykes  ?— A.  G.  W.  Sykes. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  ?    He  is  on  the  register,  is  he  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  your  private  mark  of  C  not  rubbed  out  ? — ^A.  In  brackets. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  is,  his  name  was  handed  to  you  by  Congleton,  and  he  was  challenged  ? — A* 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  him.  He  is  a  new-comer — one  of 
those  who  only  came  down  from  Georgia  six  or  eight  months  ago  ;  but  I  don't  know 
that  of  my  knowledge. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Isaac  Starling  ? — A.  I  suppose  that  is  I.  Starling — either  I  or  J. 
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Q.  "I,"  I  shonld  think.— A.  It  is  intended  for  "J." 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge f— A.  Yes,  sir;  Isaac  Starling  is  on  there;  I  don't 
know  whether  he  is  the  man. 
'Q.  There  is  no  *•  I."  Starling  on  the  registration  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Isaac  Starling  is  with  the  C  not  rubbed  out  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  handed  to  me 
by  Mr.  Congleton. 

Q.  James  O.  Sessions  f — A.  J.  O.  Sessions  voted. 

Q.  And  James  O.  is  registered  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Marked  Cf-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  vote  withont  challenge  f — A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  Luke  E.  Hicks  ?— A.  Luke  £.  Hicks  appears  here. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register,  marked  C  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  N.  8.  Rich  f — A.  I  think  he  came  up  to  onr  place,  or,  rather,  he  lives  and  belongs 
to  the  other  precinct,  and  rather  think  he  came  up  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Where  up  there;  what  placet — ^A.  I  was  only  looking  at  the  different  precincts. 
I  recollect  seeing  him  up  there.    I  have  to  charge  my  memory,  and  I  know  them  all, 
▼ery  nearly,  except  these  new-comers 

By  Senator  Cooper  :' 

Q.  Are  yon  looking  on  the  poll-list  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  My  recollection  is  that  he  did  not 
vote  at  his  precinct.  When  a  man  votes  at  his  own  precinct  I  know  the  locality  and 
then  I  can  find  him.  I  can  find  him,  but  I  think  he  voted  at  the  other  place.  That, 
I  suppose,  is  the  name,  [showing.]    I  am  right,  but  it  takes  me  some  time  to  find  it. 

Q.  N.  8.  Rich — he  voted  without  a  challenge  f—  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  His  name  is  on  the  register,  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Marked  C  and  the  C  scratched  out 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  precinct  did  he  vote  at  f  — A.  Sanderson  precinct. 

Q.  That  is  the  one  you  supposed  he  came  to  f — ^A.  That  is  my  recollection— he  came 
np  there. 
Q.  What  precinct  does  he  live  at  t— A.  He  lives  at  Darbyville. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Is  he  the' person  f — ^A.  I  thought  it  was  him  ;  and  my  recollection  is  that  he  came 
ap  to  Sanderson.    I  look  on  the  poll-list  and  find  him  there. 

Q.  G.  B.  Rich  f— A.  He  voted  at  Darbyville. 

Q.  Challenged  f— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Name  on  the  register? — A.  Yes,  sir;  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Congleton,  is  the  mean- 
ing, I  think. 

Q.  Thomas  Doss  t — ^A.  That  is  intended  for  Roes.    S  is  marked  in. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Ross  Thomas,  or  Thomas  Ross  f— A.  Thomas  Ross,  I  guess  is  the  name. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  is  it — Ross  Thomas  f— A.  Ross  Thomas,  I  take  it  to  be. 
Q.  Does  Thomas,  it  is ;  you  have  got  it  registered  Doss  Thomas.    It  is  marked  here 
Does  Thomas. — A.  I  think  that  is  a  mistake. 
Q.  Where  is  your  other  list  f — ^A.  I  don't  think  that  Doss  Thomas  voted. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  You  have  got  him  marked  there  as  having  voted. — A.  Yes ;  that  I  might  have 
looked  over  hurriedly. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  Dawson  Thomas  you  have  got  registered,  who  voted.  What  does  the  poll-list 
show  T— A.  I  do  not  see  it  here  at  all. 

Q.  Don't  you  see  one  there?  [indicating.]— A.  No,  sir;  that  is  Ross  Williams.  I 
think  I  made  a  mistake  in  looking  over  tHat ;  intended  that  for  Ross  Williams  and 
■apposed  it  was  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q-  You  think  he  did  not  vote  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Boss  Thomas  or  Doss  Thomas  did  not  vote. — A.  It  don't  appear  so.^ 
Q-  He  is  on  the  registration,  though  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  don't  appear  as  having 
voted,   I  think  I  made  a  mistake  in  running  over  that  hurriedly  this  afternoon. 
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Q.  Anything  about  Roes  Williams  f 

The  CHAiRBfAV.  His  name  is  not  on  this  list. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

This  Dofls  Thomas  did  not  vote  f — A.  Don't  appear  so,  in  this  precinct. 
Cyross  Fatio  t— A.  Cyross,  I  think ;  yes. 

Q.  Fatio  f— A.  Fatio. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  without  a  challenge  t— A.  There  is  no  indication  of  that,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  is  registered  without  mark  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  G.  W.  Harris  T— A.  Norris  it  is. 

Q.  Morris  f— A.  G.  W.  Norris. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  t — ^A.  He  voted.    I  find  him  about  the  last  man,  I  think. 

Q.  That  ouffht  to  be  Norris,  then  ? — ^A.  It  ought  to  be  Norris. 

Q.  He  voted  without  challenge,  and  he  is  on  the  grand  registry  without  mark  ?~A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A.  R.  Green  did  not  vote  because  of  that  markt  [showing.]  —A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  A.  S.  Joiner  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  registered. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  f — A.  Well,  I  am  very  certain  he  did.    Yes,  sir ;  here  he  ia. 

Q.  He  voted  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Without  challenge  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  grand  register  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Without  mark  f — ^A.  I  take  him  to  be  a  republican. 

Q.  You  say  that  was  handed  in  by  somebody,  toof— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  the  cbsir* 
man  of  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  club  huided  me  that.  That  was  the  custom  adopted 
by  the  democrats. 

Q.  He  did  not  have  any  oath  to  administer ;  yon  did  not  furnish  him  with  ssy 
oath  ?— A.  It  don't  appear  I  did,  and  there  are  a  good  many  otkieni  I  don't  think  I  fur- 
nished it  to. 

Q.  John  Alford?— A.  He  voted,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  well  T 

Senator  Teller.  He  is  on  the  list. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  He  is  on  the  register  T— A.  I  see  they  swore  some  of  them  here.    J.  W.  BraniuiB 
is  sworn  as  to  registration,  bnt  I  don't  think  his  name  appears  as  registered. 
Q.  He  is  not  on  this  list  at  all. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  He  is  not  on  the  list. — A.  John  Alford's  name  I  cannot  find.  I  am  looking  over 
his  precinct,  the  precinct  to  which  he  belongs. 

Q.  It  might  be  somewhere  else  f — A.  I  am  looking  over  them  to  be  certain. 

Q.  Branuan  voted  f— A.  O,  yes ;  he  voted.  Was  sworn  wd  legistered — I  don't  thisk 
this  was  Alford's  name. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  it  is  not  there — John  Alford  f — ^A.  I  cannot  find  John  Alford's  name  here. 

Q.  He  did  not  vote,  then  f — A.  It  appears  not  by  this. 

Q.  He  is  on  the  register  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  not  vote  T — A.  Don't  appear  so.    I  cannot  find  it  here. 

Q.  Adam  Hodge  ? 

The  CHiURMAK.  Is  he  marked  as  voting  f 

Senator  Cooper.  Yes;  marked  as  voting  republican. 

The  Witness.  Here  he  is— Adam  Hodge. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Without  challen^  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  registration  f — A.  Yes,  sir. , 

Q.  Without  mark  f — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  have  made  out  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  on  the  lists  which  yon  furnish  to  the  different  precincts,  was  there  any 
mark  which  indicated  what  party  put  them  upon  the  registration  f — A.  No,  sir;  they 
are  all  Just  like  this. 

Q.  Withont  any  mark  whatever;  one  Just  like  the  other  on  the  registry f--A.  Yes, 
sir;  that  is  my  recollection.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  made  any  mute  an 
them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Cox  any  other  deputy  except  yourself  t— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

THE  RIGHT  OF  CHALLENGE. 

Q.  The  list  which  you  have  gone  over,  and  which  yonr  attention  has  been  especially 
directed  to  by  Senator  Cooper,  is  the  list  of   those  who  registered  in  the  manner 
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which  you  have  stated  yon  thought  illegal  f—A.  Teg,  sir.  I  cannot  say  positively 
whether  that  contains  all  the  names  registered  illegally. 

Q.  You  have  explained  that  fully.  Now,  is  it  customary  to  challenge  persons  on  the 
registry  ?  Is  that  the  rule,  or  does  the  fact  that  they  are  on  the  registry  enable  them^ 
as  a  rule,  to  vote  without  challenge,  in  your  observation  t— A.  It  depends  entirely  upon 
who  is  at  the  polling-place.  If  a  man  there  in  the  office  has  any  doubts  about  it,  ik 
dont  make  any  difference  whether  he  is  registered  or  not. 

Q.  Is  that  doubt  generally  less  where  the  person  is  regularly  entered  on  the  regis- 
try f — ^A.  That  makes  no  difference. 

Q,  I  don^  ask  whether  it  makes  any  difference  in  the  right  which  a  person  has  to 
ehallenge,  but  whether  the  challenging  is  apparently  less  where  a  person  is  regularly 
entered  on  the  registry  t— A.  That  is  what  Imean.  It  don't  noake  any  difference.  I 
can  roister  to-day,  and  if  it  comes  into  the  mind  of  any  one  that  I  am  not  entitled  to 
vote,  tiiat  I  have  not  lived  here  six  noonths,  I  will  be  challenged.  Conseqaently  it 
don^t  make  any  diff<Menoe  as  to  their  uames  being  on  the  registry.  It  has  nothing  to 
do  with  being  a  legal  voter. 

By  Senator  Teller: 
Q.  Did  you  hand  in  a  list  of  the  men  who  registered  the  day  before  or  six  days  be^ 
fore  t — A.  No ;  for  instance,  a  man  conies  into  the  county  clerk's  office  and  wants  to 
register.  I  could  administer  to  him  the  oath,  and  then  I  put  his  name  on  the  list.  I 
ask  the  man  how  long  he  has  lived  there.  If  the  election-day  comes  on  before  he  is 
roistered — ^if,  in  your  judgment,  he  is  a  qualified  voter,  you  may  get  up  and  swear 
him  as  to  the  length  of  time  he  has  been  in  the  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  In  the  list  you  furnish  of  names  did  you  put  all  those  registered  the  day  before  f — 
A  All  of  those. 
Q.  What  good  is  the  registration-list  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

THK  OATH  APMINlSTKREDw 

Q.  The  statute  provides  that  the  oath  shall  be  administered,  the  oath  required  of 
the  person  to  be  registered,  *'  by  said  clerk  or  one  of  his  deputies ;  "  now,  was  thia 
registration  oath  administered  by  you  to  them  or  by  Mr.  Cox,  in  the  cases  of  this  list 
of  names  which  you  have  gone  over  t — A.  No^  sir ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it«  having 
been  administered  at  all. 

Q.  And  it  says,  [reading^  "And  the  name  of  the  elector  shall  be  written  by  him- 
self, (or  at  his  request,  by  the  clerk  or  deputy,)  and  in  his  presence  ;^'  was  that  done  f — 
A.  That  was  the  point  I  raised  with  the  gentlemen  when  they  asked  permission  to 
register  these  names ;  that  I  did  not  think  it  legal. 

Q.  [Beading.]  "And  the  date  of  such  registration  shall  be  noted  opposite  to  such 
name  by  said  clerk  or  deputy.''  Unless  the  person  appeal's  before  you,  and  asks  for 
his  registration  by  you  on  taking  this  oath,  how  can  you  know  the  date  of  the  regis- 
tration f—A.  I  noted  the  day  helxrought  i^  the  names,  because  the  olerk  told  me  to 
do  so. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  way  in  which  that  law  was  complied  with  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  ] 
did  not  see  these  parties  myself. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  say  besides  Congleton  T — ^A.  Driggers>  Allen,  and  two  or  three 
others  ;  in  fact,  all  that  asked  got  permission  to  do  so  in  the  same  way  or  similarly. 
In  one  instance  a  man  came  to  me,  a  Mr.  McKiuney^  and  bronght  me  a  list  which  wati 
left  at  a  store  to  get  the  names. 

Q.  Are  those  names  on  this  Ust  which  yon  have  been  reading  and  examining? — A. 
Yee,  sir ;  part  of  those  names  are  there. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  put  them  on  the  register  f—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  inspectors  and  voters  know  anything  about  them  except  what  they  saw 
on  the  register  f—A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  If  there  wae  any  violation  of  law,  it  was  on  your  parti — A-  No,  sir;  I  did  ik 
oader  instructions  from  the  clerk. 

Q.  No  mat^r  upon  whose  instructions  yon  did  it ;  was  not  the  voter's  name  put  by 
yoa  on  the  register  t— A.  I  did  not  think  there  was  anything  unlawful  about  it.  I  did 
not  eonader  it  legal ,  though. 

Q.  Well,  you  put  it  on  the  register,  and  furnished  it  to  the  inq^eotors  of  election  aa 

Tlarf— A.  Yes,  sir. 
And  on  the  eleotion«day  they  had  no  other  knowledge  except  what  yon  ^avo 
tbem,  but  by  challenging  f—A.  No ;  it  was  generally  und^stood  these  names  were  ille- 
gal, and  would  not  stand  the  test. 

Q.  StiU  you  put  them  on  the  register  and  sent  them  to  the  different  inspectors  with- 
tm%  any  identification  to  show  that  you  registered  them  rognlarly  or  irregularly  t— A* 
Tbe  deik  told  me  to  do  so.  and  I  did  so. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  are  tlie  politics  of  the  clerk  ? — A  Ddmocratic,  sir. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  are  yoiir  politics  f— A.  Republican. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  both  white  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  look  a  fj^ood  dea!  alike ;  pereone  e^ll 
us  the  same  name.  I  have  the  election-returns  bere,  if  you  would  like  to  look  at  them. 
I  don't  know  that  you  heard  of  the  circumstances.  I  have  the  returns  as  made  up  by 
the  county-canvassers. 

Q.  We  have  a  copy  of  them  all.  Is  there  any  cireinhntauee  with  reference  to  tht» 
that  you  wish  to  state  particularly  f— A.  I  have  two  sets,  made  differently ;  did  not 
know  but  what  you  would  like  to  see  them. 

Q.  We  have  transcripts  of  them.  Do  you  know  this  Mr.  Brannan,  whom  you  in- 
ferred to  as  having  been  registered  and  sworn  ? — A.  Not  personally ;  I  don't  think  i 
have  ever  met  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  politics  f — A.  I  know  there  were  32  democratic  votes  polled  at 
his  precinct,  and  they  reported  it  all  democratic. 


Jacksonville,  December  28, 1876. 

A  SPECIAL  DEPUTY. 

M.  I.  Cox  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  coanty  clerk  of  B^ker  County  f — Answer.  I  am. 

Q.  Who  is  your  deputy  f — A.  J.  W.  Howell. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  deputy  f — A.  No  other  deputy. 

Q.  Have  yon  had  during  the  past  year! — A.  I  have  had  one  special  deputy,  W.  H. 
Congleton/ 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Congleton  sworn  in  as  a  deputy  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  By  myself. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  swear  him  in  ? — A.  I  disremember  th«  exact  time.  It  wiui 
in  July  or  August.  I  don*t  remember.    I  have  a  copy  of  his  oath. 

Q.  Let  me  see  it. — A.  It  is  at  home ;  I  haven't  it  with  me. 

Q.  Is  it  his  oath  as  a  deputy  county  clerk  f — A.  As  a  special  deputy— a  registration 
deputy  only. 

Q.  Does  the  statute  authorize  a  deputy  for  that  purpose  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  perform  any  other  duty  except  that  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Show  me  the  statute  [handing  Bush's  Digest]  authorizing  yon  to  swear  in  -^ 
special  deputy  for  the  purposes  of  registration  f — A.  I  only  did  it  as  a  general  custom 
in  that  county  ever  since  I  lived  there. 

Q.  You  know  of  no  law  for  it  ? — A.  I  know  of  no  law  for  or  against  it.  I  did  it  as  a 
matter  of  custom  in  that  county. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  any  other  deputy  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  in  Mr.  Driggers  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  Mr.  Howell  did. 

Q.  Mr.  Howell  says  he  did  not. — A.  If  he  says  not,  then  he  was  not  sworn  in. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  in  Allen  ?— A.  I  did  not ;  I  authorized  Mr.  Howell  to  do  it,  but  I 
think  there  was  only  one  of  them  sworn. 

Q.  Was  he  empowered  to  swear  them  in  f — A.  To  swear  them  in  if  they  wished  s 
deputy  ship  of  that  kind. 

THE  CUSTOM. 

Q.  Can  a  deputy  swear  in  another  deputy  ? — A.  I  suppose  he  could.  I  have  never 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  workinjg  of  the  office— that  is,  I  took  the  office  with  the 
agreement  that  Mr.  Howell  should  manage  the  whole  thing,  and  when  these  partial 
desired  deputyships  to  go  around  th«  coanty  and  register  narae«  I  went  to  Mr.  Howell 
to  get  him  to  do  it.  He  told  me  he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  lawful,  but  as  it  had  been 
the  invariable  custom  in  that  county,  if  they  insisted  upon  it  he  did  not  see  any  rea- 
son why  each  party  should  not  have  it  if  they  wanted  it. 

Q.  What  were  the  politics  of  Mr.  Congleton  T — A.  D^ocratic 

Q.  The  politics  of  Mr.  Driggers  T — A.  Republican. 

Q.  Of  Mr.  Allen  f— A.  Republican  ;  he  has  been  a  republican  in  this  campaign,  b«t 
has  always  been  a  democrat  before. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  was  not  a  democrat  in  this  campaign  t — A.  He  told  me  ». 

Q.  When  was  that— before  the  election  f — A.  He  has  not  told  me  since  the  election. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  say  that  jou  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  ranniu^  of  the  office,  bat 
left  it  entirely  to— A.  To  Mr.  Howell,  my  deputy.  I  took  the  appointment  at  bis  soli- 
ciUtioD,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should  run  the  office  entirely;  and  he  has 
done  it  principally,  with  the  exception  of  only  one  case,  where  I  swore  m  Mr.  Congle- 
ton. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  case  in  which  you  have  acted  as  county  clerk  f — A.  I  think  it 
was  the  only  case  np  to  that  time— tne  only  thing  I  had  done  probably.  I  had  done 
some  little  things  at  his  solicitation,  when  he  said  they  had  better  be  signed  by  me  in 
person. 

Q.  Did  you  give  Mr.  Congleton  any  papers  showing  his  authority  f — A.  I  gave  him 
a  copy  of  the  oath  showing  his  authority. 

Q.  You  gave  him  a  copy  of  his  oath  t — A.  The  authority  to  register  the  names.  The 
oath,  nor  the  copy  I  gave  him,  nor  the  authority,  were  never  recorded,  neither  one. 

Q.  How  does  that  authority,  which  you  gave  him,  read  f — A.  I  don^t  remember,  sir, 
exactly  the  words  of  it. 

Q.  State,  as  near  as  you  can,  how  it  read. — A.  He  was  authorized  to  register  the 
names  and  return  them  to  the  clerk's  office ;  something  like  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  oath  indorsed  on  it  t — A.  The  usual  oath. 

Q.  Repeat  it  as.near  as  you  can ;  did  you  wiite  it  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  to 
supoort,  protect  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Florida — I 
don^t  remember  the  whole  thing,  but  the  usual  oath  administered  to  clerks  or  deputy 
clerks. 

Q.  Is  there  any  evidence  returned  to  you  or  to  your  office  that  he  administered  the 
oath  to  anybody  else  f — A.  Mr.  Congleton  T 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not,  I  presume. 

Q.  He  did  not  administer  the  oath  f — A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  county  clerk  f — A.  About  a  year,  sir;  probably  over  a 
year.    I  don't  remember  the  date  of  my  commission. 

Q.  About  how  many  years  f — A.  I  think  a  little  over  one  year ;  I  would  not  say  posi- 
tively.   It  might  be  two  years.    I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Hod  you  ever  authorized  anybody  before  that  to  go  around  and  pick  up  names 
to  l>e  put  on  the  grand  registry  T — A.  No,  sir. 

(4.  Do  vou  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  any  previous  county  clerk  that  ever  did 
it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  f- A.  The  clerk  before  that.    A  brother  of  Mr.  Howell. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  deputize  T — A.  Mr.  Congleton. 

Q.  How  do  you  knowf — A.  I  went  with  Mr.  Congleton  on  the  tour  through  the 
county  myself  when  he  was  registering  names.  I  did  not  see  his  authority,  but  he  told 
me  he  was  authorized. 

Q.  When  he  took  the  names,  did  he  swear  anybody,  when  you  went  with  him? — A 
He  administered  the  usual  oath  of  registration. 

i^.  What  leads  you  thus  to  suppose  he  did  not  administer  the  oath  on  this  occasion  ? — 
A.  I  misunderstood  your  question. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  there  was  any  evidence  of  his  having  administered  the  oath  in 
traveling  around  when  they  gave  their  names  to  him  ? — A.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
that.  I  understood  yon  to  ask  whether  be  authorized  anybody  else  to  administer  the 
oath  as  deputy  clerk. 

Q.  What  I  asked  you  was,  when  he  was  taking  the  names  here  and  there,  whether 
be  would  administer  oaths  to  the  people. — ^A.  I  have  not  traveled  with  him  since  I 
have  been  clerk.    The  time  I  did  travel  with  him  he  administered  the  usual  oath. 

Q.  To  each  person  when  he  took  his  name  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.    Whether  he  did  that  this 
time  there  is  no  evidence  in  my  office  or  within  my  knowledge. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  you  did  appoint  and  qualify  Mr.  Congleton  ?— A.  Yes>  sir. 

Q-  As  your  deputy  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Special  deputy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  have  seen  him  act  in  that  capacity  before  under  former  clerks?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

<i.  He  then  administered  the  oath  required  of  each  voter  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  Mr.  Howell  ran  the  office  as  far  as A.  Since  I  have  been  clerk  I  have  seldom. 

done  anything  in  it  without  his  advice,  because  I  took  it  not  understanding  the  run- 
nuuf  of  the  office,  and  did  not  try  even  to  nin  it,  as  I  had  other  business  pressing  me, 
»ntt  I  have  not  had  time  to  do  it. 

Q.  Yon  have  power  under  the  statute  to  appoint  deputies  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<i.  Here  i3  the  statute,  (reading :)  *»The  sheriffs  and  clerks  of  circuit  courts  in  the 
wspective  counties  shall  have  the  power,  respectively,  of  appointing  a  deputy  or  depu- 
tes, for  whose  acts  as  such,  they,  the  said  sheriffs  and  clerks,  shall  be  held  liable. 
The  deputies  appointed  by  the  several  clerks  of  the  circuit  courts  in  this  State  shall 
nave  the  same  power  to  administer  oaths  as  is  now  possessed  by  said  clerks."  You  did 
qo.Mify  him  ?— A.  I  did  qualify  him. 
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NO  RECORD  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  is  no  record  made  in  yonr  office  of  this  appointment,  or  of  his  qnalificv 
tiou  ? — ^A.  Only  the  copy  I  have  {n  my  possession  at  home — not  in  the  office*  I  have* 
copy  of  the  paper  which  I  gave  him,  upon  which  I  qualified  him* 

Q.  You  made  no  record  of  it,  aud  did  not  request  Mr.  Howell  to  make  any  T — ^A-  No, 
■sir. 

Q.  The  records  of  yonr  office  do  hot  show  any  list  of  th«  appointments  yoa  have 
made  f — A.  No,  sir ;  they  do  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  that  copy  yonrself,  or  request  Mr.  Howell  to  make  it  ? — A.  I  made 
it  away  from  the  clerk's  office,  at  home.    I  live  five  miles  away  from  the  office. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  notify  Mr.  Howell  that  you  had  done  that  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  not  offi- 
cially, but  in  conversation*  I  went  to  Mr,  Howell,  or  rather  he  went  to  Mr.  Howell 
before  he  saw  me,  and  Mr.  Howell  would  not  i^ke  the  responsibility  without  consult- 
inff  me.  He  told  me  at  the  time  he  did  not  think  the  registration  nnder  that  was  law- 
ful; but  the  parties  who  wanted  the  deputy^ips  insisted  upon  having  it,  from  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  the  custom  (n  that  county  and  in  other  counties  of  the  Stat«. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  Mr.  Cougleton  anything  for  his  services? — A,  No,  sir;  it  was  all 
volunjtary  on  his  part. 

Q.  Was  there  an  advertisement  thirty  days  before  the  election  that  the  books  were 
t)pen  for  registration  in  that  county  t — A.  I  don't  know*  Mr.  Howell  managed  all  that 
himself.  I  presume  there  was;  and  I  think  he  did  this,  for  what  he  does,  he  does  cor- 
rectly; but  I  never  saw  anything  of  the  kind  in  a  paper.  If  I  had  been  running  the 
t)ffice  myself,  of  course  I  would  have  known  the  law  and  would  have  tried  t.oconie  up 
to  it  in  all  those  things.  I  presume  Mr.  Howell  knew  the  law,  and  published  in  some 
way  that  the  books  were  epen« 


JACKSONVI1.US,  Pul.,  Jmmmrjf  2, 13*7. 

T«E  COCNTY  CANVASS. 

A.  A.  Al.LieN  sworn  and  examined* 
By  the  Chairman  : 

*Qnestion.  Where  do  yon  reside  f— Answer*  Sanderson.  Baker  Connty. 

X^.  What  office  do  you  hold  there  f — A.  I  am  sheriff  oc  that  county. 

Q.  Did  you  act  wiikt  the  county  Judge  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  making  any  can- 
vass of  votes  for  Baker  County  ?— A.  Did  IT 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  county  judge  *nd  Jnsliee.  The  clerk  of  thecosrt 
«ind  the  justice  of  the  peace  had  made  a  canvass  previous  to  this,  on  Friday. 

<J.  How  long  after  election  t— A.  This  was  on  Monday;  the  county  judge  had  issaed 
«  summons  to  this  same  justice  and  clerk  of  the  court  to  canvass  the  vole  ot  the  oomnty. 

Q.  What  day  after  the  election  was  that  Monday  t— A.  That  was  the  sixth  day. 

Q.  The  following  Monday  after  the  election  t—A.  The  following  Monday  after  the 
election,  and  the  sixth  day ;  aud  after  the  day  they  made  their  ftrst  canvass. 

Q.  What  day  was  that  ?— A.  Friday. 

Q.  The  Friday  before! — A.  Three  days  after  the  election]  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  county  judge  there  at  that  t^ me  ?— ^A.  No,  sir ;  mot  there. 

Q.  Out  of  the  county  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  had  issued  a  notice  to  them  to  meet  him  on  the  sixth  day  after  the  election  T— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  to  canvass  the  amount  of  the  vote. 

Q.  They  got  together  in  the  three  days  during  his  absence  to  make  this  canvass  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  the  clerk  of  the  court  came  around  to  me  and  says,  "  I  have  a  summons 
from  the  county  judge  to  meet  him  and  cauvass  on  Monday,  but  I  have  business  call- 
ing me  away  on  that  day ;"  and  he  wanted  me  to  canvass  on  that  day.  I  told  him  I 
eouhl  not  canvass  with  him,  because  I  thought  it  would  be  treating  the  judge  wrong 
not  to  recognize  the  summons  of  the  proper  officer.  On  Monday  this  clerk  and  justice 
made  a  second  canvass. 

Q.  Was  he  in  town  that  dav  when  the  judge  summoned  him  to  meet  T—A,  Yes,  sir; 
*ie  was  there  that  Monday,  but  they  had  made  a  canvass,  and  the  judge  refused  to 
eanvass  with  them,  (he  told  me,)  upon  the  ground  that  he  did  not  believe  he  could  do 
himself  justice  to  canvass  with  them.  I  did  not  ask  him  any  questions.  After  they 
liad  made  the  canvass — — 

Q.  After  who  made  the  canvass,  the  clerk  T—A.  The  clerk  and  justice.  On  Monday 
•after  they  had  made  the  second  canvass,  they  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  sign  the 
returns,  and  I  refused  to  do  It. 

SCHOOL  BROKEN  CP. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  occupation  in  that  county  T — A.  I  have  taught  sehool  Aere 
4>efore  I  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  sherifi". 
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Q.  What  was  the  resalt  of  yonr  school ;  what  sort  of  a  school  did  yon  have,  and 
what  became  of  it! — A.  I  had  a  pretty  good  schocrl  np  to  the  time  of  this  political 
qnestioD.  After  that  the  people  became  prejudiced  and  woald  not  patronise  me  very 
mnch,  and  of  coarse  I  onlt. 

Q.  How  large  a  school  had  yon  f — A.  Forty  scholars. 

Q.  How  large  was  your  school  when  broken  np  f — A<  I  believe  thirteen. 

Q.  They  withdrew  their  children  from  you  after  yon  annonneed  yourself  a  republic 
cant — A." Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  particularly  prominent  in  politics  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  voted  but  twice 
in  my  life.  In  fact,  I  never  took  any  stand  in  pc^itios,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
until  this  recent  election— this  year  particularly. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  things  between  the  two  parties  in  Baker  County,  in 
your  observation  f — A.  Well,  sir,  the  democratic  party  are  pretty  bitter  toward  us. 
The  repablicans  in  my  county  are  but  few ;  only  about  seven  white  republicans  in  the 
county.  And  abont  one  hnudred  and  ifty  colored. 

Q.  Was  there  any  pressure  brought  to  bear  npon  the  colored  voters  to  vote  the  dem^ 
oeratio  ticket,  or  not  to  vote,  to  yonr  knowledge  f — A.  Well,  no,  I  believe  not.  There  are 
a  few  colored  men  in  the  county  that  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  who  are  being  cared 
for  by  the  democrats  of  the  connty  particularly. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  being  cared  for  ?" — ^A.  They  give  tfacnn  employment  when 
they  wonld  not  to  others. 

Q.  They  would  not  give  employment  to  othens  who  would  not  vote  their  way  t — A. 
Tes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  mean.  They  give  them  employment  when  really  they  have 
no  nse  for  them,  just  becanse  they  are  democrats. 

Q.  Is  the  life  of  a  prominent  white  republican  safe  in  that  connty  f — A.  I  don't  cou' 
sider  it  so  myself.  I  feel  some  uneasiness  there  in  the  connty  from  some  threats  I  have 
heard  made,  not  against  myself,  but  against  some  others.  I  have  heard  of  their  mak-. 
ing  threats  against  me,  Imt  I  have  never  heard  them  against  myself. 

Q.  Not  made  personally  to  you.  against  yourself  f — A.  No,  sir  ^  not  personally.  I 
have  heard  of  this  being  done,  and  presume  it  is  so.  I  suppose  they  feel  toward  me — 
against  me — ^as  I  have  heard  them  speak  against  others  wno  were  repablicans. 

By  Senator  Coopkh  : 

Q.  Ton  say  you  and  the  judge  made  a  canvass  of  the  connty  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  that  done  f — A.  At  the  clerk's  office. 

Q.  Did  you  include  all  the  precincts  of  the  couuty  ? — ^A.  Did  we  t 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — ^A.  No,  sir :  we  threw  away  two  precincts  of  the  connty. 

Q.  You  threw  out  two  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  return  made  by  the  clerk  include  all  the  precincts  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  Do  yod 
mean  the  first  t 

Q.  Yes,  sir,  the  first  retnm. — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  That  was  on  Friday  f  — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  clerk  wanted  me  to  join  him  before  in 
the  canvass  of  the  connty. 

THfi  JUDGK,  SHRRIFF,  ANI>  JUSTICE  CANVAI^. 

Q.  And  you  declined  then,  and  on  Monday  he  recanvassed  with  a  justice  of  the 
peace ;  and  you  and  the  judge  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  canvassed,  and  yon  threw  out 
two  returns  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  two  precincts  of  the  county. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  they  vote<l  f— A.  Which  f 

Q.  The  two  which  you  threw  out.    Do  you  remember  the  vote  f — A.  The  number  T 

Q.  Yes ;  the  number  of  votes  f — ^A.  I  don't  now. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  majority  for  the  parties  in  those  two  precincts ;  how  they 
stood,  the  two  parties  f — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Have  you  no  recollection  on  that  subject  f — A.  They  were  democratic  majorities. 

Q.  How  much  f — A.  Well,  I  don't  know.  There  was  one  precinct,  as  well  as  I  re- 
member, it  was  seventy-nine  or  eighty-nine  votes,  I  think,  and  only  two  or  three 
XMican  votes ;  perhaps  not  that  many ;  I  forget;  probably  no  more  than  one.  The 
one  was  fifteen  republican  votes.  I  forget  the  number  at  both  the  precincts.  I 
think  abont  fifteen,  at  the  precinct  called  Darby ville,  republican  votes;  and  at  Jack^ 
Bonville 

Q.  Yon  think  only  fifteen  in  the  two  f— A.  Fifteen  in  Darby  ville  f 

Q.  What  was  the  democratic  vote  f— A.  I  forget. 

Q-  About  how  much,  if  you  remember  ?— -A.  I  think  it  was  about  seventy. 

Q.  About  seventy  votes  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  well  as  I  remember  of  the  nunil>er  of  votes 
at  each  of  the  different  precincts. 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  for  throwing  them  out  T — A.  Well,  at  the  Johnsville  pre- 
cinct,  intimidation  was  the  prime  cause. 

Q.  Intimidation? — A.  Intimidation. 

Q.  Did  you  have  affidavits  before  you  to  that  efiect  T-^A.  No,  sir,  we  had  no  afii-* 
davits. 
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Q.  No  affidavits  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Aud  you  threw  them  out  on  account  of  intimidation  t — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  How  as  to  the  other  T — A.  Illegality  of  voting  there. 

Q.  Did  you  have  affidavits  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  inspectors'  returns,  were  they  made  out  in  proper  form  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  poll-lists  and  votes  correspond  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  no,  not  exactly. 

Q.  What  was  the  difference  f — A.  There  was— you  mean  by  the  poU-Iiat  the  regis- 
tration-roll ? 

(^.  I  mean  the  poll-lists  and  the  ballots.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  corresponded ;  did  the  poll-list  correspond  with  the  number  of  the  ballot«  ? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

C^.  What  was  the  difference  f — A.  Some  votes  polled  not  on  the  registration. 

Q.  Did  the  nnmber  on  the  poll-list  correspond  with  the  number  of  ballots  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  the  insi>ectorB'  returns  all  correct  in  these  two  precincts  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  threw  them  out  for  intimidation  in  one  and  illegal  voting  in  the  other,  with- 
out any  evidence  before  you  of  either  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  with  that  exception  your  canvass  of  the  county  corresponded  with  the 
canvass  of  the  clerk,  did  it  not :  with  the  exception  of  these  two  precincts  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Precisely  the  same? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  canvass  of  votes  registered  in  the  clerk's  office  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  upon  the  registry  of  the  judge  anil  yourself  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  is  registered  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  other  registered  also  ?— A.  There  were  three. 

Q.  There  were  three  canvassers  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  county  f — A.  About  five  years,  sir. 

Q.  About  five  years f — A..  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  You  say  there  were  seven  whit«  republicans  in  that  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  either  of  the  polls  which  you  have  alluded  to  as  having  been 
rejected  by  the  canvass  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  personally  present  at  either  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  judge  or  the  justice  who  convassed  with  you  either  of 
them  was  there? — ^A.  The  judge  was  at  one  of  the  precincts. 

Q.  Which  one  f — ^A.  The  Darbyville  precinct. 

Q.  That  is  his  home,  is  it  notf — A.  No,  sir;  his  home  is  Sanderson  ;  but  he  was  there. 

Q.  At  the  Darbyville  precinct  f— A.  He  was  at  Darbyville  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  voting  f — ^A.  Sanderson. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Sanderson  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  did  you  get  your  information  with  reference  to  the  other  precinct  f — ^A.  From 
parties  who  cam«  down  from  there. 

Q.  Were  they  sworn  before  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  examination  of  the  register  at  that  precinct  f — ^A.  Did  we  ? 

Q.  Yea,  sir.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  found  the  poll-list  and  the  register  did  not  agree  at  that  precinct  of  John^ 
ville  ?— A.  It  all  agreed  except  this  man  J.  D.  Bryant.  He  was  denied  his  vote.  They 
refused  to  take  his  oath,  and  would  not  let  him  vote  at  all  because  he  was  a  republi- 
can, and  his  affidavit  shows  this  on  record ;  that  the  inspectors,  or  one  of  them,  accord- 
ing to  his  affidavit  made  this  remark,  *^That  no  damned  republican  should  vote  at  this 
]:recinct."    He  was  denied  his  vote,  being  the  only  republican  at  that  precinct. 

Q.  Were  there  any  colored  men  at  that  precinct  f — A.  No,  sir ;  all  white  men. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  All  white  men  at  both  of  these  precincts  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  All  whites  at  Johnsville  t — A.  All  whites. 

Q.  Was  that  affidavit  before  you  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Bryant's  affidavit  T — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  Didn't  have  any  affidavits  ?— A.  None  at  all. 

().  Did  not  have  any  witnesses  sworn  in  any  way  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Admission  in  regard  to  county  canvass. 

It  is  admitted  that  Martin  I.  Cox,  the  county  clerk  of  the  cirenit  court  of  Baker 
County,  would  swear  that  he  was  present  on  Monday,  the  13th,  at  his  office  and  ready 
to  canvass  the  returns  of  Baker  County  with  the  judge.  The  judge  was  not  there. 
The  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace  canvassed  at  three  o'clock. 
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Jacksonville,  Wednesday ,  December'  27, 187G. 

KUKLUXED  VOTERS. 

William  MacNisu  swom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T— Answer.  Colnmbia  County. 

Q.  At  what  place  in  Colambia  County  f— A.  Tuscanooga  settlement. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  a  party  of  men  who,  some  time  belore  the  election,  were  met  by 
a  party  of  democrats  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  where  you  had  been  and  where  you  were  eoinc?  T — A.  We  had  been  in  to 
Ukedty. 

Q.  Where  were  you  going  ? — A.  I  was  goin^  back  to  Tnscanooca. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  f — A.  Joe  King  and  Thomas  Boyd  and  Steve  Thomas  and 
myself. 

Q.  Was  Joseph  Simmons  with  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  all  colored  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you,  republicans  or  democrats  ? — ^A.  We  was  republicans. 

Q.  How  far  had  you  got  on  the  road  from  Lake  City  f — A.  We  had  got,  I  reckon — 
they  call  it  25  miles  from  Lake  City  to  where  we  lived  at,  and  we  was  abont  8  or  9 
miles  from  home. 

Q.  Where  were  you ;  on  the  public  road  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  was  on  the  public  road. 

Q.  Did  any  party  meet  you:  and,  if  so,  who  were  they  T— A.  Joel  Niblack,  Johns 
McKinney,  Zack  McKinney,  and  Elias  O.  Steen. 

Q.  What  were  they,  white  menf — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  white  men. 

Q.  What  was  their  politics  f — ^A.  Democratic. 

ORDERS  TO  SHOOT  MEN  DOWN. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you,  and  what  did  they  do?— A.  We  seen  them  just 
aboat  seventy-five  yards,  I  reckon,  ahead  of  us,  and  we  was  going  toward  them, 
aad  met  them,  and  at  the  time  we  seed  them  we  was  nigh  about  seven  ty-iive  or  eighty 
yards  from  them.  Some  of  the  boys  was  ahead  of  me,  and  said,  "  Boys,  yonder  comes 
Joe  Niblack,  and  some  other  fellows."  And  I  said,  "  Let  us  go  right  on,  and  not  have 
anything  to  say  to  them."  And  we  walked  right  on,  and  about  the  time  we  got  about 
twenty  steps  from  them  I  saw  Joe  Niblack  motion  his  hand  for  two  of  them  to  go  on 
one  side  of  the  road  and  two  on  the  other.  They  went  that  way,  and  we  walked  right 
on  together,  and  when  we  got  about  ten  yards  from  them  he  said  "  Halt ! "  and  we 
stopped,  and  he  aaked  us  was  we  prepared  to  die,  and  we  told  him  no,  we  wasn^t  pre- 
pared to  die  then,  and  he  told  us  we  had  better  get  prepared  to  die  ;  and  I  asked  him, 
"What  has  I  done,  Mr.  Niblack f"  and  he  said,  giving  me  in  answer  some  kind  of  a 
word— I  disremember  what  was  the  word — and  I  commenced  talking  to  him,  and  he 
said,  **  Yon  go  right  on  'cross  the  woods.''  That  was  right  across  to  the  river.  And  I 
commenced  talking  to  him,  and  asked  him  what  had!  done,  and  he  told  me  to  shut 
up,  and  says,  "  Boys,  let  me  give  you  your  orders  now ;  keep  your  guns  presented,  and  if 
anybody  runs,  shoot  him  down.  It  makes  no  difference  who  it  is,  don't  let  them  get 
away,  and  don't  let  them  get  within  five  steps  of  you." 

WHAT  BECAME  OF  JIM  GREEN. 

Q.  Did  the  white  men  have  guns  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  had  double-barreled  guns 
and  they  all  presented  their  guns  half-cocked,  and  told  me  to  march  right  across  to 
the  woods,  and  we  took  to  them,  and  he  asked  did  we  know  what  became  of  Jim 
Gwen.  I  said,  " No,  sir;  I  don't  know  what  became  of  him ;  "  and  he  says,  "  He  was 
killed,  and  he  waa  put  in  some  of  these  ponds,  and  that  is  the  way  you  are  going  t  o- 
night;"  and  they  commenced  talking,  and  they  kept  us  marching  right  along,  and 
we  were  talkfns  to  them,  but  they  would  not  listen  to  us,  and  marched  us  right  along 
nntil  abont  dark,  and  when  it  got  dark  somebody  said  they  had  better  make  up  a  fire, 
and  then  he  said  to  the  other  boys,  "  Don't  make  up  any  fire ;  somebody  mought  see 
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ns ; "  and  tben  they  all  commenced  talking,  and  first  one  commenced  aakini;  ques- 
tions, and  he  said  to  me,  "  Pnt  the  rope  around  Joe  King ; "  and  I  said,  "  Mr.  Niblack, 
don't  kill  anybody  ;  don't  take  anyone's  life ; "  and  he  said,  **  Put  the  rope  around  Joe 
King's  neck  ] "  and  I  tried  to  beg  oflf. 

A  CASE  OF  PRAYER. 

Q.  Where  did  he  find  the  rope  T — A.  He  took  the  rope  off  of  his  horse's  neck  and  I  tied 
the  rope  on  Joe  King's  neck.  He  had  his  gun  presented,  and  then  he  walked  up  and 
set  his  gun  down,  and  walked  up  and  felt  the  rope,  and  told  me  to  tie  it  in  a  slip-knot, 
and  walked  up  and  drawcd  the  rope  together  in  a  slip-knot,  and  then,  after  tnat,  he 
asked  Joe  dia  he  know  how  to  pray,  and  Joe  said,  "  Yes,  sir ; "  but  first,  h©  said,  he 
had  better  tell  all  his  friends  good-by,  and  Joe  did  tell  us  all  good-by,  and  then 
he  asked  Joe  if  he  could  pray,  and  Joe  said  he  could,  and  then  he  made  bim  pray,  and 
after  he  stopped  praying  I  said  I  would  iust  as  lieve  a  man  would  kill  me  as  to  make 
me  do  that,  and  he  walked  up  to  me  with  his  gun  and  said,  "What  did  you  say  T^  and 
some  of  the  boys  said  to  me,  "  Hold  your  gab :"  and  I  wouldn't  say  it  again,  and  if  I 
had  said  it  again  I  believe  he  would  have  snot  me.  Then  he  walked  around  among 
the  other  boys  and  whispered  to  them,  and  I  couldn't  tell  what  he  said,  and  tben  he 
said  to  them,  "  Yon  stay  here  ; "  and  Elias  O.  8 teen  and  Zack  McKinney  staid  there 
and  minded  the  jest  of  us,  and  they  took  Joe  King  and  went  off  somewheres,  and  went 
off  with  him  with  the  rope,  and  Joel  Niblack  he  had  hold  of  the  rope,  and  Joe  King 
was  walked  between  them,  and  both  of  them  went  with  their  guns  presented,  and 
they  carried  him  off  and  kept  him  half  an  hour,  and  then  they  fetched  him  back. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  happened  while  they  were  g^ne  ? — A.  No,  sir;  they  were 
out  of  hearing.  When  he  came  back  he  said  they  had  concluded  not  to  kill  us,  if 
every  one  of  the  boys  had  made  up  their  minds  that  they  would  not,  and  they  would 
get  a  vote  on  it :  and  then  they  votCMl,  and  they  took  the  vote  on  me^  and  all  of  them 
said,  "Spare  Bill."  All  that  was  in  favor  of  me  not  being  killed  was  asked  to  rise, 
and  the  four  just  rose  up.  Every  one  of  them  was  to  rise  up,  and  they  voted  on  ©very 
one  of  us  to  spare  us,  but  Joe  King ;  and  when  they  came  to  vote  on  Joe  King,  two  of 
them  riz  and  two  didn't.  Joel  Ninlaok  and  Elias  O.  Steen,  they  riz  up,  and  the  two 
McKinneys,  they  set  right  down,  and  all  the  boys  oommenoed  begging  them  not  to 
kill  Joe,  and  Joel  Niblack  then  spoke  up,  and  said  that  "  If  them  boys  said  kill  you, 
I  have  got  to  do  it,  because  I  am  the  captain,  and  I  have  put  them  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  I  am  pledged  to  do  it ;"  and  when  he  said  that,  we  all  commenced  talk- 
ing to  them  what  wouldn't  vote  for  Joe,  to  vote  for  Joe,  ana  they  voted  again ;  and, 
when  they  voted  again,  they  riz  up  and  voted,  and  three  voted  for  Joe  and  one 
wouldn't,  and  Joe  commenced  talking  to  them,  and  one  of  the  McKinneys  said  that 
he  called  his  brother-in-law  a  liar  some  time  ago,  and  that  it  wasn't  made  right  yet, 
and  the  only  way  he  would  promise  to  vote  to  save  Joe's  life  was  for  Joe  to  promise 
to  go  and  make  that  up  witn  bis  brother-in-law,  and  Joe  promised  he  would  do  it, 
ana  promised  him  some  other  things,  I  don't  know  what  they  was  now,  but  he  would 
do  it ;  and  then  they  voted  on  Joe  again,  and  they  all  riz. 

GETTING  MEMBERS  FOR  A  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB. 

Stove  Thomas  then  commenced  talking  of  it  with  King;  but  before  that  he  said, 
^*  We  ain't  done  with  you  yet,  and  we  aitft  going  to  be  done  with  you  to-night ;  and 
we  have  some  opposition  to  goon  with  yet ;  and  we  are  not  done  with  yon ;"  and  we  all 
stopped  to  listen  to  them,  and  he  told  us  would  we  all  go  and  help  to  kill  old  man  Gib 
Woods,  and  he  would  turn  us  loose  then ;  and  he  said  he  had  burned  down  his  uncle's 
cotton-house,  about  four  years  ago,  and  stole  a  bag  of  cotton,  and  he  intended  to  kill 
him  for  it,  and  we  all  agreed  wo  would  do  that ;  and,  as  soon  as  we  said  that,  one  of 
them  said,  "  You  seem  too  quick,  and  we  might  ffive  him  a  gun  to  go  there  and  shoot 
the  old  man  Gib,  and  they  might  turn  in  and  shoot  me;  don't  do  that."  And  th^ 
said, "  Every  one  of  you  promise  how  many  men  you  will  fetch  over  to  the  democranc 

Sarty,  beside  yourselves,  and  name  them  out,  and  fetch  them  over,  and  you  join  the 
emocratic  club  right  away,  just  the  first  meeting  called,  and  let  us  see  you  going  todo  it, 
and  then  we  will  tell  you  what  wo  will  do  further."  They  made  us  all  call  out  every  i 


we  could  fetch  over,  and  I  told  him  I  would  try  to  get  out  five,  and  some  of  them  said 
they  would  fetch  two,  and  some  of  them  said  they  would  fetch  three,  and  some  of 
them  said  they  would  fetch  four  over ;  and  I  said  I  would  fetch  out  five,  and  come  my- 
self and  ioin  the  democratic  club  the  very  first  meeting  that  was  called;  and  then 
they  said  if  we  would  do  that,  and  fetch  every  one  of  them  men,  they  would  let  us  off. 
if  we  swore  to  that ;  that  if  we  would  pay  that,  and  fetch  every  one  of  them  men,  and 
show  we  was  going  to  meet  them,  that  oy  the  joining  the  club  and  getting  them  to  join 
it  they  would  let  us  go,  and  if  we  told  it  they  would  kill  us ;  that  there  was  75  more  men ; 
that  they  had  75  worse  than  they  was ;  and  that  if  we  should  get  them  in  trouble,  there 
was  enough  of  them  behind  to  kill  us,  and  we  told  them  we  never  would  tell  it ;  and  we 
went  on  then  and  we  had  to  join  the  club.  I  wasa  strict  fellow  in  the  republican  party, 
and  had  been  voting  for  about  four  years,  and  I  had  been  in  the  republici^i  party  and  I 
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was  pretty  useful  tliere,  and  they  knowed  it,  and  I  went  and  joined  that  club, 
aod  at  the  same  time  I  joined  the  club  I  got  three  men  to  join  with  me,  three  other 
men  that  we  asked  there  that  night,  and  they  joined.  Well,  the  very  night  I  joined, 
the  president  and  vice-president  and  the  clerk  or  the  secretary  of  the  republican  club 
joined  the  democratic  club,  that  very  night,  and  from  that  on  they  kept  just  joining 
and  sending  in  their  names  until  the  election.  Some  of  them  was  ashamed  to  let  peo- 
ple know  they  was  democratic,  and  they  just  put  their  name  on  a  piece  of  paper  and 
seDt  word  in  they  was  a  member  of  the  club. 

WHY  THE  REPUBUCAN  CLUB  BROKE  UP. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  republican  club;  did  it  break  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  after  that 
night.  The  three  officers  of  the  republican  club  joined  the  democratic  club,  and  after 
that  they  broke  up  so  they  could  not  call  a  meeting. 

Q.  How  had  that  county  gone  before  that,  in  the  elections,  democratic  or  republi- 
can f— A.  It  was  republican  oefore  that  affair. 

Q.  The  former  elections  were  republican,  and  had  been  for  several  years,  had  they  f 
—A.  Yes,  sir :  we  always  carried  the  republican  ticket,  and  never  missed  it. 

Q.  How  did  the  county  go  this  year  f — A.  It  went  democratic,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  these  other  persons  to  whom  you  referred,  and  who  belonged  to  the  re- 
publican club,  vote  the  democratic  ticket? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  voted  the  democratic 
ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  on  account  of  the  scene  which  happened 
there  that  night  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  all  that  caused  me  to  vote  it  was  the  treat- 
ment I  met  of  them  men,  and  I  knowed  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  go  back  on  them 
that  way.    I  knew  I  had  to  put  myself  in  a  position  that  they  could  watch  over  me. 

Q.  This  matter  has  been  investigated  by  the  United  States  grand  jury  here,  has  it 
not  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  Know  whether  these  four  men  have  been  indicted  or  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
they  have  been  indicted. 

Q.  You  were  a  witness  before  the  grand  jury,  were  you  not  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say,  when  they  first  met  you,  that  they  said  they  had  against 
yoa  ?— A.  They  didn't  say  what  they  had  against  me. 

Q.  Did  they  never  allude  to  it  at  any  time  f— A.  No,  sir ;  never  told  what  grounds 
they  had  against  us,  nowhere,  tlian  they  rode  ri^ht  up.  and,  just  before  they  got  clone 
to  ns,  I  sitw  the  first  man,  Joel  Niblack,  move  his  hand  for  two  of  them  to  turn  our, 
and  they  turned  out,  two  of  them  on  one  side  of  the  road  and  two  of  them  on  the 
other,  and  asked  us  was  we  prepared  to  die,  and  I  told  him — I  spoke  and  said,  "  No ;  I 
waft  not : "  and  he  said,  "  You  had  better  get  prepared.** 

Q.  Did  not  yon  say  you  aske<l  him  what  he  had  against  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked 
him  what  had  I  done  to  him. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ?— A.  When  I  asked  him  what  had  I  done  to  him,  he  said, 
"  March  right  across  to  the  woods ;  "  and  then  he  gave  the  orders  to  the  boys  that  '*If 
any|of  them  run  to  shoot  them  down ;  it  makes  no  difference  which  one  it  was." 

Q.  Did  he  never  tell  you  what  he  had  against  you? — A.  He  never  told  me  what  he 
had  against  me. 

Q.  And  none  of  them  ever  told  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  he  told  me,  after  we  made  him 
these  promises  and  we  was  going  home,  what  made  nim  mad  with  me. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — A.  I  was  acting  as  special  constable,  and  there  was  a  prisoner 
there,  and  the  prisoner  said  he  woulnn't  allow  he  had  done  a  crime  to  me,  and  they 
said  he  had  stole  a  hog  from  somebody.  Well,  me  and  him  searched  ^for  the  hog,  and 
^e  didn't  find  the  hog ;  but,  anyhow,  the  prisoner  had  to  give  bond  for  something 
that  was  found  in  the  prisoner's  yard,  that  he  had  to  give  bond  for  until  the  court 
would  meet.  That  was  on  a  Sunday,  and  there  was  a  search-warrant  took  out  for  the 
bog;  and,  although  we  searched  for  the  hog  and  couldn't  find  it,  we  found  a  yearling's 
hide  in  the  same  man's  house,  and  wesearcned  him  :  and,  when  we  found  that,  we  had 
him  took  up  on  that,  and  that  was  on  a  Sunday,  ana  we  had  to  hold  him  over  to  the 
Monday  to  try  him ;  and  when  we  tried  him  he  couldn't  get  no  bail,  and  Niblack  said 
he  had  to  go  to  jail  unless  he  got  bail ;  and  he  said,  "  I  am  acquainted  with  him,"  and 
I  told  him,  *'All  right ;  you  can  go  with  me  if  you  want  to."  And  he  went  off  with  me, 
and  on  Monday  the  prisoner  was  committed  to  jail,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  prisoner 
was  going  along,  getting  his  bond,  and  I  had  been  with  him,  and  Niblack  came  back 
there  with  his  double-barreled  gun  and  started  to  raise  a  fuss,  and  I  said,  "  Mr.  Nib- 
lack, don't  raise  any  fuss  with  me;"  and  I  said,  "If  he  can't  give  the  bond  I  will 
carry  him  to  jail ;"  and  he  said  you  must  start  with  him,  and  I  will  start  with  him 
when  he  comes,  for  I  am  going  with  him  to  jail,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  I 
started  to  get  three  other  men  with  me  to  keep  him  that  night,  and  I  took  him  tweuty- 
tive  miles  from  there  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  he  gave  the  bonds ;  and,  corn- 
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ing  on  back,  he  was  mad  individually,  because  Joe  King  gave  the  bonds  for  him,  and 
then  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  and  told  him  I  was  only  executing  my  duty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  mentioned  that  circumstance  as  to  why  he  was  mad,  did  he  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  were  then  returning  from  delivering  the  prisoner  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  had  carried  the  prisoner  to  Lake  City  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  men  you  say  who  were  met  on  the  road  were  the  men  who  had  taken 
the  prisoner  to  Lake  City  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  this  to  anvbody  in  the  county,  or  did  you  ever  speak  of  this  in- 
terferen  ce  with  you  before  the  election  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  told  nobody  about  it.  I 
didn't  tell  nobody ;  not  until  they  found  it  out.  They  found  it  out  before  I  told  any- 
body ;  and  the  way  they  found  it  out  was  one  man  in  our  crowd  said  that  he  had  told 
his  wife  about  it,  and  it  had  got  out  in  that  way. 

Q.  Did  it  get  out  before  the  election  or  since  T—A.  It  got  out  before  the  election.  It 
was  on  the  17th  of  October. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  tell  anybody  ?— A.  I  didn't  tell  anybody  until  it  ffot  out. 

Q.  How  did  you  hear  it  first  after  it  got  out  f — A.  After  it  got  out  I  heard  it  jost 
like  it  was  done,  and  the  first  man  I  got  it  from  was  the  very  man  who  did  the  job. 
lie  was  the  very  man,  and  he  told  me  about  it.  That  was  on  the  morning  we  was 
coming  into  the  election,  and  he  told  me  he  heard  about  it. 

Q.  Was  he  talking  to  you  about  it  then? — A.  He  asked  me  had  I  said  anythine 
about  it,  and  I  said,  *^  No,  sir ;  I  hadn't  said  nothing  about  it,  and  if  it  got  out  it  had 
never  got  out  from  me."    That  was  the  very  words  I  told  him. 

Q.  ^d  that  was  the  very  morning  of  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  Tery 
morning  of  the  election.    He  told  me  he  expected  to  be  arrested  for  it  then. 

Q.  was  he  arrested? — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  arrested  then. 

Q.  Is  he  there  now  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  is  under  arrest  now.  He  has  given  bonds.  He 
is  here  at  court. 

Q.  When  did  you  say  this  happened  t — A.  It  happened  on  the  17th  of  October. 

Q.  And  you  say  the  county  has  always  gone  republican  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  always 
gone  republican. 

Q.  And  this  time  it  went  democratic  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  always  went  republican. 

Q.  How  much  ? — A.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  much,  but  we  always  beat  them. 

Q.  How  much  did  they  beat  you  this  time? — A.  Well,  they  beat  us  180  rotes  this 
time. 

Q.  And  how  much,  if  you  recollect,  did  you  beat  them  before  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect how  much  we  beat  them  before. 

Q.  And  you  never  told  any  of  the  other  colored  people  about  this  occurrence  f — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  did  not  tell  any  of  them  until  after  it  got  out—until  after  he  told  me  about 
it.    After  he  told  me,  then  I  told  some  others. 

Q.  That  was  the  day  of  the  election,  you  say? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  day  of  the 
election. 

Q.  But  you  never  told  them  about  it  before  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  None  of  them  ?— A.  No,  sii* ;  I  never  told  any  one  of  them,  because  I  knowed  t-hat 
it  would  not  be  a  safe  plan. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  did  you  get  these  men  that  were  leaders  of  the  republican  club  to  join  the 
democratic  club? — ^A.  Well,  I  just  went  there  as  I  promised  them.  I  promised  them 
that  I  would  go  there  and  ^o  to  work  for  them  that  night ;  and  I  just  told  the  boys 
that  I  thought  the  democratic  party  was  the  safest  party,  and  would  do  more  than  the 
republican  party,  and  I  was  going  over  to  it ;  and  I  had  a  good  deal  of  friends  and 
there  was  a  good  many  who  listened  to  me  and  went  over  with  me.  After  I  went  there 
and  joined  the  club  the  democratic  party  had  we  boys  that  got  in  this  trouble  just  to 
talk  about  with  anybody,  and  if  any  man  got  up  and  said  that  he  was  a  repnblicau,  they 
would  say,  "  Look  at  William  MacNish  and  these  boys.  They  are  men  of  sense,  and 
they  come  right  out  from  the  republican  party  and  joined  the  democratic  party,  and 
they  don't  care  who  knows  it."  And  when  they  talked,  I  helped  them  and  talked  too ; 
and  that  is  the  way  they  came  over. 

Q.  You  were  acting  under  fear  that  they  would  carry  out  their  threats  ? — ^A.  Yei^  sir : 
that  is  the  reason  I  done  it ;  nothing  else.  If  I  would  not  do  it  they  would  kill  as 
sure ;  and  they  said  if  we  would  kill  them,  some  of  them  men  would  kill  us. 

Q.  Was  this  on  the  same  trip  when  you  had  taken  this  man  to  Lake  City? — A.  The 
very  same  trip. 

Q.  And  this  was  on  your  return  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  this  was  on  my  return,  ooming  back. 
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Jacksonville,  December  28, 1876. 

REJECTION  OP  VOTERS. 

Alexander  Johns  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  on  last  election-day  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  At  what  placet— A.  At  precinct  No.  2,  Lake  City,  Columbia Countv. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  colored  republicans  on  that  day  to  whom  the  election-officers 
refused  voting  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  the  circumstances  and  who  they  were.— A.  There  were  throe  that  I  know 
personally  that  were  refused. 

Q.  Give  their  names. — A.  Ben  Jordan.  There  was  three  Ben  Jordans.  I  want  to 
get  it  straight.  There  is  one  here,  but  he  isn't  the  one.  The  other  is  at  home.  There 
was  three  Sen  Jordans  in  the  county,  and  he  lives  down  at  Tuscanooga.  He  was  re- 
fused. 

Q.  Where  did  the  other  Ben  Jordan  live  ?— A.  He  lived  at  Each  Tuckncy. 

Q.  That  Ben  Jordan  was  the  one  they  refused  to  let  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  color?— A.  Black. 

Q.  Is  he  a  republican? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  personally  ? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q-  How  old  is  he  f — A.  He  is  about  thirty-five  years  old. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  him  f — A.  They  wouldn't  allow  him  to  swear. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ground  did  they  give  for  challenge  ?— A.  They  didn't  know  him.  The 
challenger  who  challenged  his  vote  said —  that  was  John  B.  Brown,  at  Lake  City.  He 
challenf^d  his  vote,  and  said  he  didn't  know  him.  He  says,  **  There  are  three  Ben 
Jordans  here,  and  one  is  done  voted  already."  He  said,  "  Three  Ben  Jordans  show 
on  the  tally-list."  I  told  him  there  was  three  in  the  county,  and  I  was  personally 
acquainted  with  all  three. 

Q.  Did  the  election-officers  state  whether  there  were  three  on  the  registry  or  not  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir.    There  was  three- 

Q.  And  they  would  not  let  him  vote  because  they  did  not  know  him  ?— A.  They  did 
not  know  him. 

Q.  And  you  stated  to  the  election  officers  that  yon  knew  him,  and  that  his  name  was 
Ben  Jordan,  and  that  he  was  on  the  regis trv  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  refused  to  swear  himf— A.  They  refused  to  swear  him. 

Q.  What  other  persons  did  you  see  refused  f — A.  Rozzum  Young. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ? — A.  A  colored  man. 

Q.  A  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live?— A.  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Name  the  place. — A.  Well,  it  is  in  the  precinct  of  Lake  City  he  lives  in.  It  is 
laid  off  in  nrecinct«,  and  he  vot«8  there  in  the  city  of  Lake  City,  in  that  precinct  j  but 
he  doesn't  live  in  the  corporation  limits. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  is  he  t— A.  He  is  about  25  years  old ;  between  26  and  25. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  himt — A.  Well,  I  have  known  him  for  11  years.  I 
had  him  hired  working  for  me  several  times,  and  had  him  plowing  for  me  two  or  three 
years  affo. 

Q.  What  ground  did  they  give  for  refusing  him  ? — A.  They  didn't  know  him.  The 
ehallenger,  who  was  John  B.  Brown,  said  that  he  used  to  live  in  Hamilton  County  ; 
and  he  did,  belonging  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Peoples  over  in  Hamilton  County,  bu  t 
he  came  over  to  Lake  City  after  the  surrender. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  surrender? — A.  After  the  emancipation.  He  came 
there,  and  has  bieen  living  there  ever  since.  He  went  backward  and  forward  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  but  his  home  was  in  Lake  City.  He  never  staid  in  Lake  City  three 
months  at  a  time,  but  his  home  was  there.  He  was  a  single  man,  and  tbat  was  his 
bome^ 

Q.  Is  he  a  married  man  T— A.  Now  he  is ;  he  has  been  married  about  twelve  months, 
or  a  little  longer. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  himf— A.  No,  sir;  the  inspector  refused  him,  and  said  he  didn't 
know  him  at  all. 

Q.  Who  else  did  you  see  refused  ? — A.  The  next  was  Charles  Jones. 

Q.  Who  was  hef— A.  A  colored  man. 
.  Q.  A  republican  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  personally  f — A.  I  do ;  well  acquainted  with  him ;  kuowed  him 
when  he  belonged  to  his  owners,  and  knew  his  owners. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  is  he  f — A.  Forty-five. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


246  FLORIDA — COLUMBIA   COUNTY. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f — A.  lu  the  same  precinct,  Lake  City,  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  Lake  City. 

Q.  What  ground  did  they  give  for  challenging  him  t — A.  They  gave  as  the  ground 
that  he  had  been  arraigned  before  the  court  for  misdemeanor ;  that  is,  stealing  a  hog. 
He  was  accused  of  stealing  a  hog  during  the  provost's  time,  when  we  had  martial  law 
there,  under  Montgomery.  He  was  brought  before  Montgomery,  and  Montgomery 
released  him. 

Q.  He  was  never  convicted  of  the  offense  f — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  only  the  provost's 
martial  law  at  that  time,  and  Montgomery  released  him,  and  he  hadn't  been  arraigned 
since. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear T— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  offered  to  swear  his  vote  in. 

NOT  ALLOWED  TO  SWEAR  IN. 

Q.  Did  they  receive  his  vote  f — ^A.  No,  sir :  they  refused  to  let  him  swear. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  him  f — A.  I  have  known  him  I  suppose  for  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years.  I  knew  his  owners  for  a  long  time.  I  used  to  go  to  the  house  with  my 
owners,  and  I  knew  them  all  well. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  persons  whom  you  saw  refused  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Henry  Simp- 
son was  refused. 

Q.  Who  was  hef — ^A.  A  colored  man. 

Q.  Is  he  a  republican  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  is  he  T — ^A.  He  is  about  twenty-four  years  old ;  twenty-three  or 
twenty-four.    He  is  a  young  man. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  f — ^A.  I  knew  him  before  this  surrender-act.  He 
lives  there  in  town.  I  knew  his  whole  family,  and  I  knew  him  ever  since  he  was  a  boy. 
The  ground  they  refused  him  on  was  he  was  convicted  and  was  sent  to  the  State  prison; 
but  he  was  paraoned,  and  he  had  his  pardon  with  him,  and  they  said  his  pardon  wasn't 
correct. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  was  incorrect  about  his  pardon  ? — ^A.  They  didn't  state  that, 
but  just  said  it  wasn't  correct.  He  showed  it  to  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  one  of  the 
inspectors  who  was  a  republican  said  he  ought  to  vote,  and  the  other  said  he  didn^t 
think  so,  and  that  his  pardon  was  wrong  and  not  like  other  pardons  he  had  seen. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  pardon  f — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  it  signed  by  f — A.  It  was  signed  by  Martin,  and  the  comptroller  there 
at  Tallahassee ;  I  don't  know  his  name. 

Q.  Was  it  signed  by  anybody  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  he  did. 

Q.  Did  they  refuse  to  let  him  I — ^A.  They  did,  and  wouldn't  receive  him  at  all. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  four  you  have  named  vote  ?— A.  Oneof  them,Rozzum  Young,voted. 
He  was  the  only  one  out  of  the  four.    Rozzum  Young,  he  voted. 

Q.  Where  did  he  vote  T — ^A.  He  voted  at  precinct  So.  4.  I  carried  him  over,  and  they 
did  not  qnestion  him  at  all.  I  told  them  he  had  a  right  to  vote,  aud  I  knowed  hini, 
and  would  vouch  for  him. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  others  vote  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowing.  I  don't  think  they  did. 
I  do  not  think  Simpson  voted,  and  if  he  did,  I  didn't  know  it.  I  know  that  Jordan 
and  Jones  did  not  vote.  They  went  away.  They  said  that  if  they  didn't  allow  them 
to  vote  they  would  go  home,  and  they  went  away. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  others  whose  votes  were  refused  ? — A.  There  was  others  that 
didn't  vote.  I  didn't  know  them  personally,  but  I  questioned  them  as  I  was  passing 
by,  up  and  down  the  street,  during  the  day.  There  was  two  in  the  crowd,  and  I  a^ed 
them  whether  they  voted,  and  they  said  no,  and  I  asked  them  why  they  did  not,  and 
they  said  they  wouldn't  let  them  vote.  I  asked  them  what  was  the  matter  with  their 
votes,  and  they  said  that  they  didn't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  others  but  those  you  have  mentioned  whose  votes  were  refused 
by  the  officers  of  the  election  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see  any  others. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  were  the  inspectors  at  Lake  City  ?— A.  Captain  King;  Charles  R.  King. 

Q.  Was  he  an  inspector  or  a  clerk  f — A.  He  was  an  inspector,  and  Romeo  Spenser, 
and  then  another  man  ;  I  know  him,  but  I  can't  remember  his  name.  They  elected 
him  just  before  they  opened  the  polls.    I  know  him,  and  he  lives  in  the  country. 

Q.  What  is  his  name?— A.  I  can't  think  of  his  name  now,  but  he  is  a  youBgmau. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  How  old  is  he  T — A.  O,  he's  about  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  years  old. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Who  was  the  clerk  ! — A.  I  disremember  who  was  the  clerk.    They  elected  the 
clerk  there  afterward,  but  I  forget  who  he  was. 
Q.  What  are  the  politics  of  JVO*.  King  f — ^A.  Just  now  ?    He  had  been  a  repubhcan. 
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and  was  said  to  be  holding  an  office  under  the  republican  administration,  but  it  was 
said  he  was  a  democrat,  and  he  did  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q,  Did  he  hold  an  omoe  T — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  State  senate. 

Q.  What  were  the  politics  of  the  other  man — Spenser  f — A.  Spenser  was  a  repub- 
lican—colored. 

Q.  And  the  third  man  you  did  not  know  f — ^A.  I  can't  think  of  his  name.  He  gen- 
erally stays  out  there  in  the  country. 

Q.  And  you  say  Rozzum  Young  lived  in  the  city  f — ^A.  He  liyed  in  the  precinct,  but 
not  in  the  limits  of  the  corporation. 

Q.  And  he  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  being  a  convict  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  that  wasn't 
him. 

Q.  What  was  he  refused  for  ? — ^A.  He  was  refused  because  they  didn't  know  him. 

Q.  And  that  he  used  to  live  in  Hamilton  County  f — ^A.  And  that  he  used  to  live  in 
Hamilton  County. 

Q.  And  they  refused  him  at  No.  3,  but  you  carried  him  off  and  voted  him  at  No.  4  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Charles  Jones,  you  say,  was  refused  because  he  was  a  convict  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  he 
was  accused  of  it. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  ground  of  challenge  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Henry  Simpson  was  a  convict,  and  they  did  not  think  his  pardon  was  suffi- 
cient f — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  It  was  signed  by  Martin,  you  say  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  somebody  else  at  TaUa- 
hassee. 

Q.  Who  is  Martin  7 — A.  He  is  the  keeper  of  the  penitentiary. 

Q.  And  his  pardon,  as  you  call  it,  was  signed  by  Martin  and  the  comptroller  f — A. 
Yes^  sir ;  I  think  that  is  who  it  was  signed  by.  I  am  certain  that  Martin's  name  was 
on  It. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  whether  he  voted  or  not  t— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't.  He  may 
have  votea  at  some  other  precinct. 


Jacksonville,  December  27,  1876. 

THRKATBNED  WITH  DBATH  AND  UBERATKD  TO  VOTE  DEMOCRATIC. 

Thomas  Botd  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  What  county  do  you  live  in  f — Answer.  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Mr.  MaoNish,  Stephen  Thomas,  and  others  in  October  j  last,  at  the 
time  they  were  met  by  Niblaok  and  others  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  happened.— A.  WelL  they  met  us  in  the  road  about  eight  miles  from 
home,  as  nigh  as  I  can  come  at  it.  Me  and  Joe  Simmons  was  walking  along  before,  and 
the  other  boys  right  behind,  and  they  commanded  us  to  halt,  and  we  halted  as  he 
told  us;  and  they  asked  us  was  we  ready  to  die,  and  we  told  him,  no,  sir.  we  wasn't ; 
and  he  asked  us  did  we  remember  what  happened  there  a  few  years  before,  and  we 
told  him,  "  Yes,  sir."  And  he  told  us,  "Well,  you  are  going  to  go  the  same  way ;"  and 
we  commenced  talking  to  them  and  begging  them ;  and  tbey  told  us  to  turn  ri^ht  off 
to  the  woods  and  march  right  on,  and  that  there  was  no  use  in  begging ;  and  we  bad  to 
goon. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whatf — A.  Double-barreled  shot-guns. 

Q.  How  did  they  carry  their  guns  while  you  were  going  to  the  woods  f — A.  They 
had  them  right  across  the  horses,  on  their  laps,  as  they  were  riding,  and  they  told  us 
not  to  come  anywise  nigh  to  them.  Mr.  Niblaok  was  captain,  and  he  told  them  to 
keep  their  guns  in  order,  and  not  to  let  us  get  too  nigh  them.  They  told  us  to  go  on 
until  it  was  nigh  about  dark,  and  then  Mr.  Niblack  said  he  would  strike  a  light,  and 
the  others  said,  "  No;  don't  strike  any  light ;"  and  the  others  got  down  and  commenced 
talking  to  us  then,  and  they  made  William  MacNish  get  down  and  pray  lirst,  and  then 
Joe  Simmons,  they  made  him  prtty,  and  then  Steve  Thomas,  they  made  him  pray,  and 
then  they  made  me  pray ;  and  then  they  told  William  MacNish  to  go  nut  the  rope 
around  Joe  King's  neck,  and  asked  him  could  he  tie  a  slip-knot ;  aud  Bill  he  said  no, 
he  couldn't,  and  Mr.  Niblack  he  went  and  showed  him  how  to  tie  it,  and  he  tied  it 
then,  and  he  told  Joe  King  to  go  on  with  them  men,  and  then  he  started  to  lead  them. 
and  Joe  he  started  then,  and  he  told  him  to  bid  us  all  good-bye.  Joe  King  told  us  all 
good-bye,  and  he  led  him  off  on  the  woods,  and  let  all  the  rest  of  us  stay,  aud  Mr.  Nib- 
lack told  the  rest  to  keep  their  guns  ready,  and  not  to  let  any  of  the  rest  rise  up.  We 
was  all  down  on  our  knees  where  we  had  been  praying,  and  he  said  that  if  any  of  the 
rest  roae  up,  to  shoot  us  down.  He  kept  Joe  King  off  awhile,  and  after  awhile  he  led 
him  back  and  asked  us  if  he  would  turn  us  loose  would  we  join  the  democratic  club 
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and  vote  with  him.  We  told  him  we  would ;  and  he  said  would  we  do  right ;  and  we 
.  said  we  would  do  anything  they  wanted  us  to  do.  He  asked  us  if  we  would  go  with 
them  any  night  to  do  anytliing  they  wanted  us  to  do ;  and  we  told  them  we  would ; 
and  Mr.  Nihlack  said  if  we  agreed  to  do  it  that  we  eould  get  off— and  not  to 
tell  it;  and  he  said  if  we  told  it  they  would  kill  us.  And  he  said  there  was 
seventy-five  of  them  worse  than  they  was,  and  he  said  he  didn't  expect  anything 
else  but  that  they  would  be  reported  to  the  United  Btates  court,  and  he  said 
he  didn't  care  if  we  did ;  that  there  would  be  seventy-five  behind  them  worse 
than  he  was,  and  we  would  be  killed  anyhow.  We  agreed  we  wouldn't  tell  it,  and  he 
said  would  we  then  go  and  help  him  then  to  take  old  man  Gib  Woods  out  and  kill  him 
and  his  family,  and  we  told  him  yes,  sir ;  we  would  do  it,  to  get  clear.  Then  he  studied 
a  little  while  on  that,  and  he  said  if  he  turned  us  loose  would  we  go  and  talk  to  the 
boys  and  persuacle  all  our  colored  men,  and  talk  to  them  and  get  them  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  with  them  f  We  told  him  yes,  sir ;  we  would.  And  he  said  there 
was  Joss  MacNlsh  and  Murray  MacNish,  and  would  we  kill  them  or  put  them  out  of 
the  town,  and  he  asked  us  would  we  do  it,  and  we  told  him  yes,  we  would ;  and  we 
asked  him  if  we  got  them  to  go  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket  would  we  be  all  right. 
He  told  us  yes,  we  would  be  all  right ;  and  we  promised  them  if  they  called  on  us  any 
time  to  assist  them  we  would  assist  them,  and  then  they  made  it  up  and  turned  us 
loose. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  What  ticket  had  you  voted  before  that  f — A.  I  didn't  vote  but  one  ticket  that 
day. 

Q.  What  ticket  had  you  voted  at  the  previous  election;  were  you  republican  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  was.    I  never  did  vote  the  democratic  ticket  before. 

Q,  Did  you  join  the  democratic  club,  as  you  promised  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  done  all  just 
as  nigh  as  I  could. 

A  SOLICITOR  FOR  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB. 

Q.  Did  you  persuade  any  republicans  to  join  the  democratic  club  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 

1)erformed  everything  that  I  could,  but  I  never  could  tell  them  my  reason,  or  anything. 
'.  just  told  them  it  would  be  best  if  they  acted  like  I  did  and  joined  it,  and  I  asked 
them  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  they  tried  to  get  me  to  tell  my  reason  for  it. 
They  always  had  heard  me  talk  so  bitterly  against  the  democratic  party  before,  and, 
taking  such  a  sudden  change,  they  wanted  me  to  tell ;  but  I  would^t  tell  them  what 
it  was.  I  told  them  I  thought  they  had  best  join  it  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket, 
but  I  wouldn't  tell  them  my  reason  for  it. 

Q.  Had  you  belonged  to  the  republican  club  before  that  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  large  was  the  republican  club  at  the  time  this  thing  happened  t— A. 
I  couldn't  tell  near  how  large  it  was ;  I  think  it  was  some  near  about  25  or  30. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  republican  club  I — A.  Stephen  Shuman  he  drawed  out  from 
it,  somehow  or  other,  and  Harvey  Ramsey  he  drawed  out  from  it.  They  was  head  of 
it,  pretty  much,  and  they  took  the  parties  outside.  They  all  got  to  wondering  what 
was  the  reason  that  caused  them  to  break,  and  they  talked  to  me  about  knowing  what 
was  the  reason,  and  why  it  began  to  scatter  and  get  into  trouble. 

By  Mr.  Coopkr: 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  anybody  about  this  at  all.  did  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  one  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  told  anybody  about  it. 

Q.  Did  all  the  colored  people  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  All  of  them  that  the 
boys  tried  to  persuade  did ;  but  some  didn't. 

Q.  A  great  many  did  not  do  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  didn't  do  it,  because  they 
wouldn't  state  the  reason  why  they  wanted  them  to  do  it. 

Q.  You  would  not  state  your  reason! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  just  tried  to  gain  the  influence 
by  talkiug  to  them ;  but  I  wouldn't  give  any  reason  lor  it. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  tell  anybody  about  tliis?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  how  this  thing  came  out  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  how  it 
got  out  yet.  Mr.  Niblack  asked  me  when  we  were  coming  down  here,  but  I  couldn't 
tell  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Niblack  askeJ  you  that  question  when  you  were  coming  before  the  grand 
jury  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  an  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Jacksonville,  December  27, 1876. 

CAPTURED    BY  ARMED  MEN. 

Stephen  Thomas  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  Where  do  you  live  f — ^Answer.  I  live  in  Colambia  County. 

Q.  Were  you  with  William  MacNish  and  Joseph  King,  in  October  last,  when  they 
were  met  by  Niblack  and  others  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  had  you  been  T — A.  Down  to  Lake  City. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  you  met  them  f — A.  Betwixt  Lake  City  and  where  I 
live ;  I  think  between  eight  and  nine  miles  from  home. 

Q.  Where  is  your  home  ? — A.  My  home  is  down  in  Colambia  County. 

Q.  About  what  time  of  day  was  it?— A.  I  don't  know  exactly  what  time  of  day  it 
was ;  but  I  reckon  the  sun  was  about  an  hour  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  high. 

Q.  What  was  your  party  doing ;  walking  along  the  road  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  was  all 
walking  alon^  the  road,  going  home  together. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  this  party  f — ^A.  We  first  saw  them  as  we  was  going  on 
home,  and  we  seed  them  making  right  on;  and  just  before  we  got  to  them,  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  yards  off,  they  hollered  to  halt. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Name  them. — ^A.  Joel  Niblack,  Johns  McKinney,  Zack  McKinney,  and  Elias  O. 
Steen. 

Q,  Were  they  armed  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  four  of  them  had  double-barreled  guns. 

Q.  W^at  did  they  say  to  you,  and  what  happened  ? — A.  Joel  Niblack,  he  hollered  at 
us  to  halt  a  moment.  He  said,  **  Halt,''  and  wo  all  stopped  right  still ;  and  then  he 
placed  two  men  somehow  on  one  side  of  the  road  and  two  on  the  other,  and  told  us  if 
anybody  attempted  to  run  they  would  shoot  us  right  down.  And  he  asked  us,  ^'  Do  you 
know  what  happened  on  the  hUl  on  the  other  side  of  here  f"  We  told  him  we  did  not, 
and  he  said,  **Iknow."  And  he  said  there  was  a  man  killed  up  there  where  we  was 
going  that  ni^ht ;  and  he  told  us  to  march  toward  the  woods. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  their  guns  while  you  were  marching  toward  the  woods  f 
— A.  They  had  their  guns  all  the  time,  some  behiod  us  and  some  beside  us,  and  Joel 
Niblack  he  went  as  captain,  and  he  told  the  others  if  we  started  to  run  to  shoot  us 
ri^ht  down ;  and  they  carried  us  down  until  nigh  just  about  dark,  and  he  said  he  was 
going  to  carry  us  to  put  us  in  the  river,  and  he  marched  us  over,  and  we  all  got  down 
on  our  knees  and  begged  them  not  to  kill  us,  and  he  said  if  any  of  us  got  above  our 
knees  to  shoot  us,  and  we  befeged  and  begged,  and  when  we  found  that  didn't  do  no 
good  we  commenced  plealling,  and  then  Joel  Niblack  told  us  not  to  plead,  because  that 
wouldn't  do  no  good,  and  he  made  MacNish  tie  a  rope  around  Joe  King's  neck,  and  he 
took  him  away  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  and  kept  him  there  a  little  while,  and 
brought  him  back  again,  and  made  us  all  go  down  on  our  knees  and  pray ;  and  he  said 
if  we  got  all  the  parties  to  agree  he  wonid  let  us  loone,  and  he  made  them  all  sit  down, 
and  said  if  they  was  in  favor  of  saving  Bill  MacNish's  life,  let  it  be  known  by  rising  on 
their  feet.  They  all  got  up,  and  then  they  aU  sat  down  again,  and  the  vote  was  tafeen 
the  same  on  Tom  Boyd  and  Joe  Simmons  and  mo ;  and  we  had  to  promise  them,  be- 
fore that,  that  we  would  vote  with  them,  and  if  we  would  not  vote  with  them  they 
would  kill  us.  We  promised  to  vote  with  them  and  get  all  we  could  to  vote  with 
them,  and  we  promised  to  go  to  old  Gib  Woods's  house  and  kill  the  last  one  of  them. 
We  told  them  we  would  do  it,  and  Niblack  said  no,  we  was  too  willing,  and  if  they  took 
us  over  and  gave  us  a  gun  to  kill  him  we  would  turn  around  and  kill  some  of  them, 
and  then  he  said  if  we  would  vote  with  them  and  get  everybody  we  could  to  do  it  they 
would  save  us.  We  said  we  would  do  that,  and  we  made  up  our  minds  to  do  it,  and 
we  did  vote  as  they  wished — to  save  our  lives. 

VOTED  THE  DEMOCRATIC  TICKET   TO  SAVE  HIS  LIFE. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  we  did.  We  promised  them 
that  if  they  would  save  our  lives  we  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  with  them,  and 
we  persuaaed  several  other  colored  men  to  do  it,  because  we  thought  it  would  be  best 
for  us  to  keep  our  promise  to  save  our  lives. 

Q.  You  always  had  been  a  republican  before  that,  had  yon  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  the  republican  ticket  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  never  voted  any  other  ticket  be- 
fore. 

Q.  Before  that  time,  had  you  worked  hard  for  the  republican  ticket  ? — A.  Before  that 
time  I  had  always  worked  hard  for  the  republican  ticket,  and  never  voted  any  other 
ticket. 

Q.  Was  your  republican  club  accustomed  to  meet  frequently  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  oftep  t— A.  They  met  sometimes  once  a  week  and  sometimes  twice  a  week. 

Q.  Did  you  have  speaking  and  so  on  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  was  your  republican  club  at  the  time  this  happened  t— A.  I  don't 
know. 
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Q.  How  many  members  did  it  have  ? — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  members.  There 
was  about  twenty-five  or  thirtv,  I  reckon,  in  the  clab,  as  uigh  as  I  can  guess  it. 

Q.  Did  the  club  meet  after  that  f — A.  No,  sir ;  the  club  was  pretty  well  split.  The 
club  split,  and  I  do  not  think  they  met  any  other  time  after  we  resigned  from  it,  and 
we  commenced  persuading  them  to  vote  as  we  had  promised  to  vote,  and  that  was  the 
split  of  the  club. 

Q.  Which  party  had  carried  that  county  before  the  last  election  ?— A.  The  republi- 
can party  always  carried  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  about  how  much  f  —A.  I  don't  know  how  much  it  carried  it,  but 
it  always  did  carr^  it— the  republican  party. 

Q.  And  carried  it  at  the  last  election? — A.  I  cannot  tell  much  about  it.  I  left  there 
the  very  next  day  after  the  election.  The  election  was  on  Tuesday,  and  I  left  there  on 
Thursday. 

Q.  And  all  the  returns  were  not  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  have  been  away  from  there 
ever  since. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  they  made  you  promise  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  before  they 
would  a^e  to  save  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  then'they  said  they  wouldn't  be  safe  with  us. 
They  said  if  they  turned  us  loose,  and  didn't  kill  us,  we  would  report  them  to  the 
court,  and  we  had  to  finally  almost  swear  it,  and  we  did  swear  that  we  wouldn't  re- 
port them,  and  they  told  us  if  we  did  report  them,  and  had  them  reported  to  the  court 
and  arrested,  they  would  make  up  another  company  and  have  all  of  us  killed. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  about  it  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  told  nobody  about  it  until 
after  it  was  got  out.  The  first  time  I  knew  of  its  setting  out  Mr.  Niblack  told  Mr. 
MacNish,  and  said  it  was  out,  and  after  that  I  talked  to  some  of  them  about  it. 

Q.  But  before  that  you  did  not  speak  of  it  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  tell  anybody  about  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 


Jacksonville,  Fla.,  December  27, 1876. 

PERSUADED  TO  JOIN  A  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB. 

Joseph  Simmons  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? — Answer.  I  live  in  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Were  you  with  William  MacNish  and  others  at  the  time  they  were  met,  in  last 
October,  by  Joel  Niblack  and  others  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  with  you  f— A.  Me,  and  MacNish,  and  Steve  Thomas,  and  Joe  King,  and 
Thomas  Boyd. 

Q.  Where  had  you  been  f — A.  We  had  been  at  Lake  City. 

Q.  Were  you  going  home  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  been  to  Lake  City,  and  was  going 
home. 

Q.  How  near  home  had  you  got  ?— A.  We  was  about  eight  miles,  I  ^hink,  as  nigh  as 
my  judgment  is. 

Q.  Were  you  walking  along  the  road  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  was  walking  along,  coming 
from  Lake  City. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  meetf — A.  I  met  Mr.  Niblack,  Elias  O.  Steen,  Johns  MoKinney, 
and  another  little  fellow  named  Zack  McKinney. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  what  ?— A.  When  we  met  all  four  of  them,  they  all  four  had  doubled-bar- 
reled  shot-guns. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you  ? — A.  When  we  first  met  with  them,  after  we  had  met 
up  with  them,  1  reckon  about  ten  steps  of  them,  they  said  **  Halt,''  and  we  immedi- 
ately halted,  and  then  Mr.  Niblack  said,  "  You  know  my  rules ;  when  I  say  I  will  do 
anything,  I  will  do  it."  And  I  told  him,  "  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  it ;  that  I  just  went 
up  town,  and  I  didn't  know  anybody,  for  I  always  attended  to  my  own  business."  Then 
he  said,  "  March  right  across  to  the  woods,"  and  we  marched  it  right  across.  I  reckon 
the  sun  had  been  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  high,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  a  half  an  hour 
maybe,  and  we  marched  to  Black  Dock,  and  at  Black  Dock  they  said,  *'  Halt,"  and  we 
halted,  and  we  stood  there  a  while,  and  ihey  made  all  five  of  us  get  down  and  pray^  and 
we  all  prayed,  and  after  we  got  up  they  said,  "Well,  if  you  will  make  us  a  promise  to 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  we  will  let  you  all  off."  We  all  promised  to  vote  it,  and 
Niblack  says,  "  You  must  ^et  everybody  to  vote  it  with  you  you  can,  and  yon  must 
never  say  anything  about  it  to  nobody  ;"  and  he  says,  "  if  you  say  anything  about  it, 
we  have  men  behind  us  a  heap  worse  than  we  is ;"  and  we  told  him,  "  No,  sir ;  we 
won't  say  nothing  about  it,"  because  we  was  all  scared  for  our  lives,  and  we  said  we 
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would  never  say  anything  about  it ;  and  so  I  never  said  anything  about  it  to  nobody 
ataU. 

THB  WAY  THE  COUNTY  WAS  CARRIED. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  join  the  democratic  club  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  Did  you  promise  to  do  that,  too  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  made  us  promise  to  do  that,  too, 
and  we  went  right  home  and  joined  it ;  and,  on  tbe  day  of  tbe  election  we  went  right 
straight  and  voted  with  them.    That  was  a  thing  I  never  had  done  before,  but  I  had 
to  do  it  then  to  save  my  life. 
By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  had  you  been  to  Lake  City  for  f— A.  I  went  up  to  Lake  City  to  do  a  little 
trading. 

Q.  Just  a  little  trading? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  for  nothing  el^  f^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  all  went  up  to  Lake  City  to  do  a  little  trading  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  for  nothing  else  f — ^A.  Wo,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  armed  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  none  of  us  had  any  arms.  After  they  took  us  they 
searched  us,  and  we  had  nothing  but  pocket-knives. 

Q.  Did  these  men  say  anything  to  you  about  what  they  stopped  you  for  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  had  been  mad  at  some  of  the  boys  before. 

Q.  Did  they  say  what  they  were  mad  at  William  MacNish  and  Joe  King  for  f^A. 
They  had  met  them  before,  and  one  of  the  boys  had  called  somebody  a  liar.  I  didn't 
know  anything  about  it  until  then,  but  I  heard  that  some  of  the  boys  had  called  them 
a  liar,  and  they  wanted  to  get  the  spite  out  then. 

Q.  They  had  been  mad  at  the  boys  before  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  know  anything  about  it  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  until  they  wanted  to 
take  the  spite  out.  I  knew  nothing  about  their  going  to  take  the  spite  out  until  that 
thing  was  up. 

Q.  Did  they  take  you  oflf  the  road  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  not  put  a  rope  around  your  neck  t — ^A.  They  put  a  rope  around  that  long- 
legged  man's  neck.  They  wanted  to  get  the  spite  out  oi  him;  but  they  knowed  they 
oomdn't  kill  him  unless  they  killed  ns  all. 

Q.  They  had  had  a  difficulty  with  the  boys  before  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  had  had  a  difficulty  with  Mac  Nish?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  they  had  not  had  any  difficulty  with  you  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  had  nothing  against  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  because  I  was  a  man  who  al- 
ways attended  to  his  own  busmess. 

Q>  And  they  had  a  talk  with  you  about  voting  before  thev  let  you  off? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  thought  proper  to  let  you  off? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  made  a  rising  vote 
to  let  ns  off. 

Q.  Did  they  do  that  before  they  talked  to  you  about  voting,  or  afterward? — A. 
Afterward.  They  talked  to  us  about  voting,  and  they  said  we  should  make  that  prom- 
ise to  them  about  voting  with  them. 

Q.  After  they  talked  to  yon  abont  voting  with  them  they  took  a  rising  vote  of  theJr 
own  to  let  you  off  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  hesitate  about  voting  to  let  anybody  off? — A.  Johns  McKinney ;  he  was 
the  only  man  who  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  ?— A.  Well,  he  agreed  to  let  all  off  but  Joe  King. 

Q.  That  was  about  the  fuss  they  had  before  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  agreed  to  let  them  all 
off  but  him. 

Q.  And  you  never  told  anything  to  anybody  about  this  ?— A.  No,  sir;  never  breathed 
a  word  to  anybody  about  it. 

Q.  To  black  or  white  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  one. 

Q.  You  never  said  a  word  about  it  to  anybody  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  never  said  a  word  to 
anybodvj  because  I  had  gone  and  made  a  promise,  and  I  kept  my  promise,  because  I 
knew  if  it  got  out  unbeknowns  to  me  they  might  kill  me. 

Q.  A  good  many  of  the  colored  people  voted  the  republican  ticket,  did  they  not  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  heap  of  them. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Had  MacNish  gone  to  Lake  City  with  a  prisoner  that  you  know  of  ?— A.  He  had 
Jonas  King  for  a  prisoner,  and  there  was  something  said  about  some  scrape  they  had 
got  in  down  there,  but  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it,  for  I  was  off  from  home 
working. 

Q.  And  you  went  down  there  to  do  a  little  trading  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  came  back  with  them,  but  you  did  not  go  down  with  them  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  went  down  with  them  that  night. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Lake  City  with  them  that  night  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  on  the  road 
home,  and  they  said  they  was  going  to  Lake  City  to  do  some  trading,  and  I  fixed  up 
and  went  with  them. 
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Q.  They  were  going  down  to  Lake  City,  and  you  went  along  with  them  f— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  They  had  Jonas  King  along  with  them,  either  to  go  to  jail  or  to  give  bonds  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  you  went  to  do  trading  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  you  attended  to  your  own  business,  and  as  these  men  had  no  spite  against 
you,  they  agreed  to  let  you  off  if  you  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  persuade 
others  to  do  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Otherwise  they  would  kill  you  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  did  not  go  along  to  secure  Jonas  King  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 


Jacksonville,  Decemhir  27, 1876. 

THE  COLUMBLk  COUNTV  KU-KLUX. 

Joseph  King  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  county  do  you  live  in  f— Answer.  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Mr.  MacNish,  in  October  last,  when  he  and  some  more  colored 
men  met  a  party  of  white  men  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Just  state  who  was  with  you. — A.  It  was  on  the  17th  of  October. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  f — ^A.  William  MacNish,  Joseph  Simmons,  Thomas  Boyd,  and 
Stephen  Thomas. 

Q.  Where  had  you  been  f — ^A.  I  had  been  to  Lake  City  and  was  coming  from  Lake 
City,  coming  back  home. 

Q.  Where  did  you  live  f—A.  I  live  25  miles  from  Lake  City— Tuscanooga  settlement, 
they  ca.ls  it. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  f—A.  I  think,  as  nigh  as  I  can  come  to  it,  the  sun 
was  about  an  hour  high. 

Q.  Who  did  you  meet  f—A.  We  met  Joel  Niblack,  Elias  O.  Steen,  Johus  McKinney, 
and  Zach  McKinney. 
.  Q.  State  under  what  circumstances  yon  met  them  and  what  happened. — A.  Before 
we  got  to  them  Mr.  MacNish  said  to  us,  '^  Yonder !  Look  at  them  men  coming  yonder. 
All  of  them  have  got  double-barreled  shot-guns,  and  when  you  get  to  them  don't  let 
us  say  anything  to  them  unless  they  say  something  to  us."  Before  we  got  up  to  them, 
when  we  got  about  fifteen  or  twenty  steps,  I  reckon,  Niblack  he  motioned  his  hand  to 
us  and  told  us  to  halt,  and  we  stopped,  and  he  asked  us,  "  Was  we  prepared  to  die  ?  " 
We  told  him  no,  and  he  told  us  to  march  across  the  woods,  and  we  started,  and  they 
says,  "  Stop ; "  and  he  said  to  the  other  three  men  he  had  with  them,  "  Hold  on,  boys, 
until  I  give  you  your  orders.  If  any  one  of  them  breaks  and  runs  shoot  him  down,  it 
makes  no  difference  who  he  is ; "  and  he  told  us  to  march  right  on  now.  and  wo  started 
on,  and  they  marched  us  on  right  until  dark,  and  they  fetched  their  norses ;  and  one 
of  them  asked  him  if  they  could  make  a  fire,  and  he  said  no ;  if  we  made  up  fires  it 
would  be  very  dark,  and  it  would  be  very  late,  and  some  of  us  would  get  awa^  from 
him.  We  was  begging  him  to  save  our  lives,  and  he  says,  "  It's  no  use  to  beg ;  it's  too 
late  now.  If  we  let  yon  go  you  will  tell  on  us ;  "  and  we  promised  him  we  wouldn't, 
and  he  told  us,  did  we  know  what  happened  up  there  at  that  old  place  one  time,  and 
we  told  him  no,  sir ;  and  he  told  us  that  '*  Jim  Green  was  taken  off  from  there  and 
put  in  some  old  pond  or  other,  and  that's  the  place  you're  going  to  be  put  in  to-night." 

Q.  Had  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jim  Green  disappeared  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  before  had  he  disappeared  f—A.  Some  four  or  five  years  before,  I  reckon 

FOUND  IN  A  POND  WITH  HIS  THROAT  COT. 

Q.  And  never  appeared  afterward  f—A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  found  in  the  pond  with  his 
throat  cut,  and  he  told  us  that  was  the  very  way  we  was  going  to  be  done  that  night ; 
that  he  was  going  to  put  us  in  the  Suwanee  River.  We  was  lagging  him  to  save  our 
lives,  and  he  says,  *'  I  may  let  you  all  loose,  but  I  can't  let  Joe  King  loose ;  and  if  I  let 
you  loose,  will  you  hang  himf"  And  the  boys  told  him  yes;  and  he  says,  "  I  can't 
trust  you ;"  and  he  wouldn't  trust  them.  And  he  told  me  if  I  wanted  to  say  anything, 
or  wanted  to  bid  all  the  others  good-bye,  I  had  better  do  it  now;  and  he  let  ns  say 
good-bye  to  one  another,  and  he  made  us  all  pray :  and  after  he  had  made  us  all  pray 
he  had  a  small  cotton  rope  around  his  horse's  head,  about  ten  or  fifteen  feet  long,  and 
he  gave  it  to  William  MacNish  and  made  him  tie  it  around  my  neck.  Then  he  carried 
me  off  from  the  rest  of  them  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile ;  and  he  questioned  me,  and 
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asked  me  aboat  the  election,  and  who  was  I  going  to  vote  for,  and  one  thing  or  other, 
and  I  told  him  I  didn't  know.  And  he  told  me  wonld  I  vote  for  any  of  the  carpet- 
baggers if  be  woald  leave  me  loose;  and  I  told  him  no,  I  wonld  not  vote  for  any  of 
them.  And  I  asked  him  to  carry  me  back  to  the  other  boys  where  they  was,  and  not 
to  kill  me.  And  be  carried  me  back  to  the  other  boys ;  and  after  he  carried  me  back 
all  of  us  was  begging  him  not  to  kill  ns,  and  then  he  asked  us  how  many  of  us  would 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  he  would  let  us  loose,  and  we  all  five  of  us  told  him  we 
would  vote  it ;  and  he  asked  ns  would  we  kill  Gib  Woods  if  he  would  let  ns  loose,  and 
we  told  him  yes. 

Q.  Who  was  Gib  Woods  f— A.  A  colored  man  who  lives  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  from 
Lake  City,  I  think;  and  we  told  him  yes,  we  would  kill  Gib  Woods  if  he  would  let 
us  looee ;  and  he  said  no,  we  wonld  not ;  and  we  told  him  we  would,  and  he  told  us  if 
he  gives  us  his  gun  to  shoot  Gib  Woods  with,  we  would  shoot  him  with  it;  and  we  told 
him  no,  we  womd  not ;  and  he  said  he  would  not  trust  us ;  and  he  said,  "  I  will  wait 
till  some  other  time  and  come  back  here  and  kill  him  y*  and  he  said,  *^  You  and  the 
other  boys  can  go  back ;"  and  he  said  they  intended  to  put  everybody  out  at  SteePs 
out  of  the  way.  Then  they  voted  to  see  whether  they  would  kill  us  or  not.  They  all 
voted  to  save  MacNish  by  gettine  up ;  and  they  all  got  up  and  voted  for  Joe  Simmons, 
and  all  voted  for  Tom  Boyd,  and  all  voted  for  Steve  Thomas.  Then  they  voted  on 
me,  and  there  was  but  two  got  up  and  the  ^other  two  sat  down ;  and  they  voted  again 
for  me,  for  I  begged  one  of  them  to  vote  for  me,  and  they  voted  aeain  and  he  did  vote 
for  me;  and  one  of  them  still  sat  down,  and  he  said  he  would  vote  for  me,  but 
be  was  afraid  I  would  slip  to  his  house  some  night  when  he  was  asleep  and  kill 
him.  I  told  him,  no,  I  would  not,  and  I  begged  him  to  save  my  life.  After  a  while 
he  asked  me  did  I  remember  one  time  calling  his  brother-in-law  a  liar,  and  I  told 
him  yes ;  and  he  told  me  if  I  would  go  down  on  my  knees  and  beg  him  to  forgive 
me  tor  it  he  would  save  my  life,  and  made  me  go  down  to  my  knees  and  beg  him 
to  save  my  life.  Then  he  made  me  swear  I  would  never  do  it  again,  and  s^r  I 
swore  that  Niblack  called  for  a  vote  and  they  voted  again  on  me,  and  he  said  if  they 
was  all  to  vote  for  me  he  would  save  my  life ;  if  the  boys  voted  to  save  our  lives  he 
would  do  it;  but  that  if  they  did  not  vote  that  way,  as  he  was  the  captain  and 
had  put  them  to  the  trouble  of  losing  the  whole  day,  they  were  going  to  kill  me. 
After  that  they  all  got  up  and  voted  for  me,  and  the  boys  was  trying^ to  move  away, 
when  Niblack  says,  "  You  needn't  think  you  are  loose  yet."  And  he  told  William 
MacNish  that  they  all  had  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  now,  and  had  to  carry  at  least 
five  men  apiece  over  to  vote  that  ticket,  and  says,  "  If  they  don't  vote  that  ticket  we 
must  take  them  out  and  hang  them,  or  else  beat  them  and  make  them  leave  the  coun- 
try if  they  don't  vote  the  democratic  ticket."  And  this  very  man  Joe  Simmons  and 
them  had  to  go  down  to  a  place  they  call  Keno  and  join  the  democratic  club  called 
Drew  and  Hull  Club,  on  the  next  meeting  Thursday  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  would  have  voted  it,  but  the 
man  who  used  to  own  me  told  me  I  was  too  young  to  vote,  and  he  would  rather  I  would 
not  vote  than  have  me  in  trouble  afterward. 

THR  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB  INCRBAHES  ITS  MEMBERSHIP. 

Q.  Had  you  been  acting  as  a  republican  before  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  belonged  to  the 
club.  They  had  a  club  down  there,  and  all  of  us  belonged  to  the  republican  club  until 
they  caught  us  on  the  way  that  nisht  and  swore  to  kill  us ;  and  Niblack  told  them 
that  if  they  reported  him  he  intended  to  kill  us ;  and  if  he  did  not  kill  us  he  would 
make  np  seventy -five  men,  a  heap  worse  than  he  was,  wha  would  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  all  ioin  the  democratic  club  ?— A.  These  other  men  joined  it.  I  didn't 
join  the  club  at  all. 

THE  REPUBLICAN  CLUB  BUR8TED  ALL  UP.  ' 

Q.  What  became  of  the  republican  club  ? — A.  They  gotf  scattered  and  bursted  all 
up,  and  nobody  ever  attended  to  it  at  all. 

Q.  After  this  f  — A.  Yes,  sir ;  after  that. 

Q.  Had  it  been  meeting  regularly  and  taking  in  members  before  that  T — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
there  waa  a  meeting  there  once  or  twice  every  week.  There  would  be  speaking  and 
there  would  be  people  going  on  the  list. 

Q.  And  then  there  was  no  meeting  after  that  ?— A.  No,  sir :  never  had  no  meeting 
after  that.  Niblack  told  us  he  was  going  to  get  his  uncle  down  after  that  to  speak, 
and  that  we  had  to  go  out  to  the  speaking ;  but  he  didn't  fetch  him  out ;  and  old  Col- 
onel Cloud  come  to  town  and  they  nad  to  have  a  meeting  there. 

Q.  Did  Colonel  Cloud  speak  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  came  down  to  speak. 

Q.  Did  he  make  a  democratic  speech  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  democratic  show. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  the  colored  men  what  they  had  to  do  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  tell  them 
what  they  had  to  do,  but  he  told  them  what  he  wanted  them  to  do. 

Q.  He  made  no  threats  in  that  speech  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Niblack,  he  told  us  right 
down  we  had  to  vote  for  Drew  and  Hull,  or  Drew  and  Tilden,  whatever  his  name  is, 
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and  if  we  didn't  do  it  he  was  going  to  kill  ns,  and  if  we  ever  reported  him  he  would 
kill  us  anyhow. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  republicans  had  been  accustomed  to  carry  that  county 
in  former  elections  f — A.  The  republicans  always  been  carrying  it,  ever  since  I  can  re 
member. 

Q.  Who  carried  it  at  the  last  election  ?~A.  I  don't  know.  Some  of  them  says  the 
democrats  got  it  this  time. 

WHY  HB  didn't  KNOW. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  yourself? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  been  there  since  the  election. 
The  election  was  on  the  7th  of  November  and  I  left  home  on  the  9th — night. 
Q.  On  the  night  of  the  9th  I— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  these  men  tell  you  at  the  time  they  had  you  out,  away  from  the  others,  what 
they  were  particularly  mad  at  you  about  T — A.  No ;  they  said  this  thing  was  intended 
to  kill  all  of  us. 

Q.  Did  they  say  what  they  were  particularly  mad  at  you  about,  and  that  they  were 
going  to  kill  you  first  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  about  anvthing  you  had  been  doing  that  they  were  mad  at  you 
about  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he  never  told  me  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Did  not  they  say  that  the  reason  why  they  had^  selected  yon  was  because  of  your 
taking  a  prisoner  to  Lake  City,  or  something  oi  that  sort  T— A.  He  told  William  Mac- 
Nish  about  that. 

Q.  And  be  did  not  tell  you  of  it  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  tell  you  why  he  was  doing  that  to  you  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  about  this  afterward  t — ^A.  About  what  they  done  to  us  T 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  No,  sir;  he  swore  us  that  night  never  to  tell  it, and  he  swore  if  it 
was  found  out  he  would  kill  us. 

Q.  And  you  never  told  it  f  — A.  No,  sir :  only  to  the  boys  that  was  with  me. 

Q.  And  yon  never  told  it  to  anybody  else  f — A.  No,  sir ;  never  told  it  to  anybody  else 
until  I  came  down  here. 

Q.  Did  these  men  live  in  that  county  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  they ;  are  they  grown  men  f — ^A.  There  are  three  of  them  grown 
men. 

Q.  Which  three  ? — A.  Joel  Niblack,  Johns  McKinney,  and  Zack  McKinney.  They 
are  grown  men,  all  tliree  voters,  and  the  other  is  only  a  young  boy  like. 

Q.  But  the  other  three  are  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  lived  all  the  time  in  that  county  f~A.  Ever  since  I  have  been  know- 
ing them  they  have. 

O.  Lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  with  you  all  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them,  Nib- 
lack,  and  his  folks,  did  not  live  perfaapB  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  from  us,  and  Mc- 
Kinneys  lived  about  two  miles. 

Q.  Where  did  you  say  they  met  you  T — ^A.  They  met  us  about  seven  or  eight  miles 
from  home. 

Q.  On  your  return  from  Lake  City  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  coming  back  home. 


*  JACKSON^'^LLE,  December  28, 1876. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  LAKE  CITY. 

Quash  Robinson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ?— Answer.  I  live  in  Lake  City,  Columbia  County, 
Florida. 

Q.  Were  you  there  on  the  7th  of  November  last  at  the  election  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  an  officer  of  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  an  officer  there  at  the 
election. 

Q.  What  f — A.  United  States  deputy  marshal. 

Q.  Were  there  any  armed  men  at  the  polls  there!— -A.  No,  sir ;  not  any  that  I  saw. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  refusal  to  receive  votes,  or  to  swear  persons 
that  were  challenged  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  State  what  yon  saw. — A.  On  the  day  of  the  election  I  was  placed  at  the  window 
by  the  United  States  deputy  marshal,  Mr.  Fowler.  He  told  me  to  stand  at  the  window ; 
and  men  came  up  there  to  vote  and  the  clerk  refused  to  let  them  vote.  I  told  him, 
"  You  have  a  right  to  swear  thone  men,  if  they  are  willing  to  swear."  I  asked  tliem  if 
they  were  willing  to  swear  as  to  their  right  to  vote.  They  said  yes.  He  said  to  me, 
"  You  are  just  killing  time.    If  you  went  away  we  would  get  on  voting  a  little  sooner.'* 
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Q.  With  whom  were  you  talking  f — A.  Charles  R.  King. 

Q.  Who  was  he  f — A.  Clerk  of  the  election.  He  told  me  it  did  not  make  any  differ- 
ence what  I  said ;  to  stand  aside  and  get  ont  of  the  way  and  let  the  people  vote. .  I 
told  hira,"  You  have  aright  to  let  tHem  vote,  and  prosecute  by  the  law  afterwards."  Then 
the  marshal,  Mr.  Fowler,  came  up  and  told  him  the  law.  He  spoke  to  him  and  said  he 
knew  the  law,  but  he  failed  to  ao  it ;  it  did  not  make  any  difference  with  him  what 
the  marshal  said,  that  he  would  go  on  and  do  what  he  thought  was  right.  And  those 
men  he  refused  to  let  vote  there  did  not  get  a  vote  at  all. 

Q.  Were  they  colored  men  and  republicans  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  republicans  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  them  T — A.  I  know  about  one  or  two  of  them  for  the  last  twenty- 
one  years.    The  others  I  have  known  for  three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Were  they  all,  living  in  that.neighborhood  f— A.  They  are  all  living  right  there  in 
Columbia  County. 

Q.  Were  they  all  of  age  t— A.  All  of  age. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  men's  names  were  registered  or  not  f — A.  I  could  not 
say ;  I  heard  him  sav  so,  and  took  his  word.  As  they  came,  up  he  asked  their  names. 
He  located  them,  and  says,  "Their  names  are  here.''  Then  a  man  would  challenge  their 
vote,  and  he  would  make  them  stand  aside  and  not  vote  at  all. 

Q.  How  mauv  men  were  there  of  them  f — A.  Five. 

Q.  Give  me  their  names.— A.  Some  of  their  names  I  can't  remember. 

Q.  Did  somebody  take  down  the  names  for  you  f — A.  I  got  a  colored  man  by  the 
name  of  Charles  Thompson  to  take  some  down,  and  Major  Hoy  t  he  took  some  names  of 
men  who  were  warned  off. 

Q.  Yon  knew  the  men  as  their  names  were  being  taken  down  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew 
the  names.   [Book  handed  to' the  chairman.] 

Q.  Did  you  see  Charles  Jones  attempt  to  vote  that  day  T — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  colored  man  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  republican  f — A.  A  good  republican. 

Q.  Did  he  want  to  swear  in  his  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  refused  to  swear  him  f — A.  I  asked  him  myself  if  he  was  willing  to  swear  in 
his  vote,  and  he  said  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  George  Robinson  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  colored  man  and  a  republican  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  him  f — ^A.  He  would  not  let  him  vote.  I  asked  Idm  if  he 
was  willing  to  swear  in  his  vote.  He  said,  yes,  he  waa  wilUng  to  swcm*  ;  but  he  told 
him  to  stand  aside,  and  would  nei  lei  him  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Stephen  Sherman  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  colored  man  and  republican  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  him  t — A.  Made  him  stand  aside,  and  would  not  let  him 
vote. 

Q.  Did  he  refuse  to  take  his  oath  ? — ^A.  He  was  willing  to  s^ear,  but  he  refused  to 
take  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Richard  Thomas  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 

Q.  Who  is  he,  a  colored  man  and  good  republican  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  know  him  to  be 
a  good  man. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  know  him  to  be  a  good  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  know  him  to  be  a  good 
republican. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  they  did  in  his  case?— A.  He  told  him  to  stand  aside.  King 
said  he  had  been  living  in  Hamilton  County :  and  I  told  him  it  mattered  not  where  ho 
lived,  he  had  a  right  to  swear  him  and  use  the  penalties  of  the  law  afterward.  Well, 
he  said  he  knew  he  had  lived  iu  Columbia  County  and  not  in  Hamilton. 

Q.  At  what  place  does  he  live  ? — A.  North  of  Lake  City. 

Q.  How  far  f— A.  About  twelve  miles. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  lived  there  f— A.  He  has  lived  there  about  four  years. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hamilton  ?— A.  General  Hampton. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  ? — ^A.  A  coloi-ed  man. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  t — A.  He  lives  south  of  Lake  City  about  fourteen  miles. 

Q.  In  Columbia  County?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  republican  T — A.  Yes,  sir,  a  republican.  I  have  known  him  ever  since  he  was 
so  high,  [mdicating.] 

Q.  vVliat  was  done  in  his  case  f — A.  I  asked  hira,  "Are  yon  willing  to  swear  your 
vote  iuT'  He  says,  ''Yes,  I  am  willing  to  swear."  Says  I,  "Captain,  you  have  a 
right  to  swear  this  man  and  let  him  vote."  He  says,  '^  You  don't  know  what  I  have  a 
right  to  do.    Stand  aside  and  let  the  men  who  have  a  right  to  vote  come  up." 

Q.  They  refused  to  swear  him  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Daniel  Joseph  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  heT — A.  A  youngster  jnst  grown  up,  twenty-two  ^ears  of  age,  and  they 
refused  to  let  him  vote.  I  asked  him,  "Daniel,  are  you  willing  to  swear  your  vote 
inf'  He  says,  "Yes.''  Says  I,  "Captain,  you  have  a  right  to  swear  him  and  let 
him  vote,  and  if  you  find  he  cannot  prove  he  is  of  age,  then  use  all  the  penalties  of  the 
law."  He  says,  "  We  will  not  swear  him.  Let  him  stand  aside  out  of  the  way,  quick, 
and  not  bother  ns  about  swearing.  You  know  nothing  about  it."  I  told  him  I  knew 
be  had  a  richt  to  vote,  but  he  made  him  st^ind  aside  and  would  not  let  him  vote. 

Q.  Was  this  a  colored  republican  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  every  one  of  the  names  on  there  are 
good  republicans. 

Q.  Was  he  a  resident  of  that  county  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  live  t— About  seven  miles  north  of  Lake  City. 

Q.  In  Columbia  County  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  ?— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  there ;  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  go  there  ? — A.  I  was 
placed  there  by  the  marshal,  Mr.  Fowler,  at  eight  o'clock.  I  staid  at  the  window  until 
four,  when  they  quit  voting.  I  was  about  the  last  one  who  voted.  Not  quite  the  last, 
but  there  were  only  three  or  four  who  voted  after  me.  I  staid  risht  around  the  polls 
until  the  sun  was  down,  and  then  went  inside  to  count  the  votes,  when  I  leaned  against 
the  face  of  the  window. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  deputy  marshal?— A.  Mr.  Fowler. 

Q.  A  white  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Ben.  Jordan  and  Alexander  Johns  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  there  through  the  day  ? — ^A.  They  were  there  all  day. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  was  this  at  f— A.  Lake  City,  Columbia  County. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  clerk,  do  you  say  t— A.  Charles  R.  King. 
■    Q.  Does  he  live  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  lives  north  of  Lake  City  about  two  miles ; 
not  north,  but  west. 

Q.  What  was  the  objection  to  Charles  Jones's  vote  f — A.  I  don't  know  what  the  ob- 
jection was  he  had. 

Q.  What  did  the  challengers  challenge  him  on  ? — A.  They  said  he  had  been  convicted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  T — A.  Charles  R.*King — he  is  solicitor  there — 
says  he  never  has  been  before  me,  and  could  not  find  out  before  whom  he  had  been  ; 
still  he  refused  to  let  him  vote. 

Q.  Convicted ;  how  was  it  with  George  Robinson ;  what  was  the  matter  with  him  t 
— A.  He  said  he  was  under  age. 

Q.  How  about  Stephen  Sherman  ? — A.  He  said  he  was  under  a^. 

Q.  What  was  said  about  Richard  Thomas  f — A.  That  he  lived  in  Hamilton  County. 

Q.  What  about  GeDcral  Hampton T~ A.  He  said  he  lived  in  another  county;  of 
course  ho  admitted  he  lived  in  another  county.  He  had  been  living  in  the  other 
county  but  about  two  weeks.  He  had  made  a  crop  in  that  county,  he  and  the  man  ho 
lived  with,  but  they  fell  out  and  he  moved  back  in  the  county  again.  He  had  not  been 
away  more  than  two  weeks.    He  ha<l  made  a  crop  in  Columbia  County. 

Q.  Daniel  Joseph  f — A.  He  said  he  was  under  a^e.  His  mother  came  up  and  swore 
his  age,  but  after  swearing  his  mother,  still  he  refused  to  let  him  vote. 

Q.  Swore  his  mother;  did  they  swear  any  one  else  abont  it  t — ^A.  No, sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  these  persons  under  age  you  refer  to?— A.  No,  sir;  neither. one  under  age. 
Daniel  JoHeph  was  tbe  yonngeat-lookiug  one  there  was,  and  his  mother  swore  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  old  the  others  were  f— A.  Twenty-three  and  twenty-five ;  along 
that  way. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  knew  George  Robinson  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  About  three  years. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  he  was  of  age  or  not,  do  you  f — ^A.  Of  course  I  do. 

Q.  Why,  how  do  you  know  it,  when  you  only  knew  him  three  years?— A.  I  only 
knew  him  three  years,  still  I  hear  people  who  knew  the  raising  of  him  say  he  was  of 
age. 

Q.  Where  did  he  come  from  ? — A.  From  Georgia. 

Q.  Who  raised  him  ?— A.  Several  there.  I  think  a  man  by  the  name  of  Waters,  who 
oame  from  there,  said  he  was  over  thirty. 

Q.  When  did  he  say  he  was  born  f— A.  He  did  not  say  when  he  was  born. 

Q.  When  would  ho  have  been  bom  to  be  over  thirty  ? 

The  Chairman.  The  witness  cannot  read. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY    OF   GEORGE   ?.    FOWLER.  257 

Jacksonville,  Decemlfcr  28,  1876. 

GRTTINO  RID  OP  A  CKOWD. 

George  P.  Fowler  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Were  you  in  Lake  City  on  the  day  of  the  election  t— Answer.  I  was, 
Q,  What  office  did  yon  fi!l  there  ?— A.  I  held  the  position  of  chief  deputy  marshal    I 
wa«  a  regular  deputy,  but  I  was  tshief  there  that  day. 

Q.  State  what  you  obseryed,  then,  with  reference  to  the  refusal  to  allow  persons  to  vote  on 
that  day.-— A.  There  were  four  yoting-places  in  Lake  City,  about  half  a  mite  apart^  and  one 
of  them  was  farther  than  that;  about  a  mile  I  should  judge.  I  found  that  I  couldn't  get 
around  to  all  of  them  unless  I  went  on  horseback.  At  what  was  called  the  Colored  Academy 
precinct,  the  precinct  No.  2,  where  the  colored  people  yote  mostly,  Charles  R.  Kingwaa 
ITnited  States  superyisor  of  election  and  also  inspector  of  election  at  that  product.  When 
the  polls  opened  in  the  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  I  rode  up  to  the  polls  as  soon  as  they  were 
declared  open,  and  found  the  room  filled  with  white  men,  in  which  they  were  yotiug.  1  called 
upon  the  officers  of  election  and  told  them  there  were  too  many  white  men  in  there,  and  that 
they  must  clear  that  room  out  The  officers  of  election  told  me  those  men  were  all  democratic 
challengers.  There  were  some  twenty-fiye  or  thirty  or  thirty-fiye  men  in  there,  and  I  insisted 
that  the  room  should  be  cleared,  and  they  wereyery  insolent  about  it  and  said  they  wouldn't 
g^'ont,  and  I  found  I  could  not  get  them  out  without  using  force,  which  I  did  not  want  to  do. 
But  I  finally  worked  a  little  stratagem,  and  thinned  the  room  out.  I  placed  two  depu^  mar- 
shals, one  at  the  window  and  one  at  the  door — not  the  window  where  they  were  yoting,  out  the 
other  window  which  they  had  up,  for  it  was  quite  warm — with  instructions  to  let  any  person 
come  out,  but  allow  none  to  re-enter  ailer  they  were  out,  and  positively  told  them  they  must 
allow  nobody  to  go  in  there.  There  were  thirty  white  men,  demot'ratd,  around  the  noils  inside, 
that  were  giying  the  colored  people  no  chance  to  yote,  and  I  worked  a  little  plan  ana  got  a  Uttlo 
oowd  outside.  It  didn't  amount  to  much— jost  a  little  assembly  together.  But  we  attracted 
attention  of  these  folks  inside,  and  a  great  many  of  them  rushed  out  to  see  what  was  going 
on,  and,  when  they  got  out,  they  couldn't  get  back  again,  and  I  succeeded  iu  clearing  the 
room  without  any  force.  Then  complaints  were  made  to  me  shortly  after  they  commended 
yoting.  The  colored  people  said  tbey  had  gone  up  to  yote,  and  that  Mr.  King  wouldn't 
allow  them  to  yote.  I  asked  them,  **Are  you  registered  ?"  and  they  said,  *•  Yes."  I  ques- 
tioned them  as  to  their  residence  and  the  length  of  time  tbey  resided  there,  and  they  told  me. 
I  then  said,  "Are  you  willing  to  swear  your  yote  in  ?"  •'Certainly ;  O,  yes."  They  said 
they  could  swear  their  yotes  in.  Said  I,  *"  Come  and  go  with  me ;"  and  there  was  three  or 
four  of  them  at  that  time.  That  was  the  first  time.  And  I  took  them  to  the  window — the 
yoting-place — and  rode  up  on  horseback,  these  men  walking  right  beside  me ;  and  I  said  to 
Mr.  King,  said  I,  **  Cantain,  why  are  these  men  refused  the  right  to  vote  here  to-day?" 
**  Well,  says  he,  ''I  aon't  think  they  are  entitled  to  vote.  They  have  been  challenged  by 
these  gentlemen" — pointing  to  those  democrats  in  the  house.  Aud  I  said  to  him  then,  said 
I,  **  Captain,  you  are  a  lawyer,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  that,  if  under  the  law  these  men  have 
not  the  right  to  come  here  and  swear  their  votes  in,  aud  whether  you  are  not  bound  to  take 
them?"  8ays  I,  **  Isn't  that  the  law?"  He  says,  ''Yes;  you  are  correct;  that's  the 
law  ;*'  and  I  went  on  further  to  state  that,  *'  If  any  of  those  men  swear  faltsely,  you 
can  have  all  of  them  convicted.  You  are  to  receive  their  votes  if  they  offer  to  swear 
them  in,  and  you  can  then  proceed  against  them  and  prosecute  them  for  illegal  vot- 
ing." Said  I,  "Why  don't  you  do  that?"  Said  he,  "  They  can't  vote  here  at  all."  Said 
I,  "  They  must  vote  here,  if  they  take  the  oath."  The  crowd  rushed  up  there  then  to  a  con- 
siderable way,  and  I  got  a  considerable  ways  ofi  from  the  window,  my  horse  being  restive, 
but  I  heard  him  remark — he  turned  around  to  somebody  else  in  the  house  or  at  the  win- 
dow and  said,  "  I  don't  care  a  cent  what  Marshal  Fowler  says  or  Jones,  either ;  the 
men  ean't  vote."  I  then  went  back  to  the  window,  and  I  told  him,  "Mr.  King,  these  men 
shall  vote,  if  I  have  to  arrest  the  whole  party  here."  Says  he,  "  I  don't  want  no  difficulty 
here."  Says  I,  *'  Nor  I  either,  but  I  am  goiuff  to  see  that  these  meu  vote  ;  it  is  my  duty  ;  ' 
and  he  saw  that  I  was  determined,  and  he  said,  "  Very  well ;"  aud  he  had  them  come  for- 
ward, aud  swore  them  in  and  took  their  votes. 

Q.  How  many  did  he  swear  in  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  three  or  four  ;  I  don't 
know  the  number. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  those  were  ? — A.  I  don't ;  but  I  think  one  was  named  Young.  I 
am  not  certain,  but  I  told  a  man  standing  by  the  box — I  stationed  him  there  and  bis  name 
was  Corse  Robinson — aud  I  told  him  to  take  the  names  of  all  those  that  were  refused  to  vote, 
and  had  offered  to  swear  their  votes  in,  aud  be  sure  aud  keep  a  list  of  the  names.  I  kept 
him  there  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  You  stationed  him  there,  thereafter,  did  you? — A.  No;  he  was  stationed  there.  I  sta- 
tioned him  tAere  the  first  time  after  I  found  there  was  a  disposition  to  refuse  them,  aud  he 
took  the  names.   He  knew  them  and  I  dldn*t. 

voters  excluded 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  swore  them  all  in  after  that  or  not  ? — A.  They  swore  in 
that  little  bunch  I  had  there  then,  but  I  was  called  up  to  the  other  precinct    Complaints  of 
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the  same  character  were  made  there,  and  I  went  there  to  settle  that,  and  when  I  got  there,  I 
fonnd  them  moying  off  yery  smoothly  and  foand  no  refusal,  bat  that  they  were  swearing 
their  votes  in,  and  I  came  back,  and,  as  soon  as  I  got  back,  the  same  complaints  was  made 
to  me,  that  there  were  narties  had  been  refused  ;  and  I  went  np  to  the  polls  again  and  made 
the  same  demand,  and  Mr.  King  replied,  and  said  he,  ''I  will  attend  to  all  this ;  I  propose 
to  run  this  myself.'*  Said  I,  *'  I  propose  to  assist  yon  ;**  but  he  did  not  swear  anybody  in 
then.  I  kept  it  np,  bat  he  wouldn't  do  it,  and  I  am  satisfied  there  were  many  lost  Uieir 
votes  by  it ;  but  tnere  was  such  a  crowd  there  I  could  not  telL  and  I  had  so  many  places  to 
ke^  watch  of;  but  I  kent  coming  back,  repeatedly,  and  every  time  I  went  back  I  kept 
demanding  that  they  would  swear  them  in. 

There  was  one  man  there  had  a  pardon.    He  was  a  convict 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  pardon  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  it  signed  by  f — A.  By  the  governor  of  the  State,  Governor  Steams. 

Q.  By  any  one  else  T— A.  I  don*t  rememoer  who  else.    I  remember  his  name  was  on  it. 

Q.  How  aid  it  read  f — A.  It  was  a  printed  form.  I  examined  it,  and  it  was  in  the  regular 
fonn. 

Q.  Was  it  a  pardon  or  a  discharge  from  State  prison  f— A.  It  was  a  pardon,  I  think,  if  I 
Tecpllect  aright.  It  was  a  pardon  from  the  pardoning-board,  and  signed  by  the  governor, 
and  it  was  a  pardon  in  the  regular  form  used  m  this  State.  There  were  some  other  persons' 
names  on  it  besides  the  governor — of  the  board. 

Q.  I  desire  to  ask  you,  for  the  purpose  of  the  record,  whether  you  are  a  white  man  T — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  an  Illinoisian. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  State? — A.  About  six  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  re«idence  ? — A.  I  live  at  Cedar  Keys,  Levy  County,  and  I  have  been 
deputy  United  States  marshal  here  for  about  five  years ;  the  chief  deputy. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  L«vy  County  at  the  time  of  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  oul 
of  Lake  City,  and  I  will  state  also  that  I  have  resigned  my  deputyship  as  soon  as  the  elec- 
tion was  over.  I  found  I  had  been  drawn,  by  some  means,  on  the  United  States  grand  jury, 
and  I  immediately  resigned,  and  I  wouldn't  hold  the  office. 

Q.  Are  any  of  these  officers  of  election  to  whom  you  have  referred  in  the  city  now  T — A 
Of  that  election  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  at  Lake  City. — A.  I  do  not  think  they  are.  Mr.  Johns  is  here.  He  was  with 
me  that  day.  There  was  frequent  complaints  made  to  me,  and  it  kept  him  and  me  busy  and 
^e  couldn't  then  get  the  things  straight.  My  instructions  were  to  use  all  means  possible  to 
keep  peace,  without  any  disturbance,  and  that  was  what  my  endeavors  and  purpose  was. 

ARMED  MEN  AT  THE  POLLS. 

Q.  Were  there  any  armed  men  around  the  polls  f— A.  I  saw  a  great  many  men,  I  do  not 
know  the  number,  with  pistols  sticking  out  of  their  pockets,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
braggadocio  and  talk  among  the  democrats. 

Q.  Was  there  any  actual  fighting  at  the  polls  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  saw  none  during  the  day. 
There  was  several  altercations,  but  I  stopped  it,  and  I  succeeded  in  stopping  all  the  fusses 
that  occurred  that  day  without  any  actual  arrest.  I  will  state  further,  that  in  the  morning, 
when  the  election  opened,  John  Tompkii^,  the  sheriff  of  that  county,  I  saw  him  have  quite 
,a  bundle  of  papers  moving  around.  He  seemed  to  be  looking  around  among  the  crowd  of 
colored  men.  I  had  an  eye  on  him.  I  didn't  know  what  he  was  after,  but,  in  a  few  min- 
utes, some  colored  man  came  to  me  and  told  me  he  had  Red  Nathan  arrested,  and  was  tak- 
ing him  right  off  to  jail  and  wouldn't  let  him  vote.  I  went  to  the  sheriff  and  demanded  to 
see  his  authority.  He  showed  me  a  regular  warrant,  and  said  I,  '*This  man  has  had  no 
trial ;  he  has  never  been  convicted ;  let  him  go  and  vote.  He  is  an  old  resident  here,  and  let 
him  vote,  and  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  violation  of  law  under  this  warrant,  take  him  and 
give  him  a  fair  trial ;  but  you  cannot  deprive  him  of  his  vote  in  this  way,'*  and  he  hustled 
Sim  off  and  refused,  and  I  followed  him  and  tried  my  best  to  get  him  to  do  it  He  was 
around  there  and  arrested  one  or  two  more,  but  I  succeeded  in  getting  them  to  vote  before 
he  got  them  off. 

Q.  What  was  the  charge  against  them  f — A.  Some  little  petty  misdemeanor. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  before  the  result  of  the  matter  was  known  in  their  cases  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  what  it  was  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  those  all  colored  men  that  were  taken  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  colored  men 
that  were  taken.  I  told  him,  said  I,  **  I  am  satisfied  you  have  got  a  plan  up  here  among 
yon  boys  to  keep  every  colored  man  ilway  from  the  polls  you  can,  and  I  want  them  to  vote, 
and  if  they  are  guilty  of  any  violation  of  law— vour  warrants,  I  see,  are  all  regular — take 
them  off,  and  let  them  suffer  the  consequences,  biit  let  them  vote."  He  then  allowed  one 
to  vote,  but  the  first  man  he  didn't. 

Q.  Was  the  firat  man  a  colored  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  called  him  Red  Nathan.  It  is 
a  nickname  they  gave  him.  He  has  been  quite  a  prominent  politician  among  the  colored 
men,  a  g^eat  worker  at  elections ;  a  very  resolute  man.  I  have  had  him  to  assist  me  when  I 
was  deputy  marshal  in  making  arrests  in  bad  sections  of  the  country. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make  with  reference  to  what  happened  that 
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day? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  know  as  there  is  anything  else  about  that  day  that  I  can  state 
to  yon.  In  regard  to  Colnmbia,  I  was  only  there  the  one  day.  I  went  back  afterwards  to 
take  lestimony,  and  I  took  considerable  testimony  there  since  the  election,  bnt  it  was  for- 
warded to  Tallahassee. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  is  the  sheriff's  name f— A.  John  Tompkins.  I  think  it  is  John  W.  Tompkins, 
hot  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Does  he  live  in  Lake  City  f — A.  He  lives  in  Lake  City ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  a  supervisor  of  the  United  States  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  chief  deputy  marshal.  I 
had  about  fifty  deputies  there  to  keep  the  peace.  It  is  a  very  turbulent  place,  and  always 
has  been.  I  have  been  there  before  at  deletion,  and  know  the  place  pretty  well.  I  wish 
to  correct  that;  I  have  not  been  there  before  on  election-day,  but  I  have  been  there  and  as- 
sisted in  election  matters— troubles  that  would  arise  in  consequence  of  election-matters. 
This  was  the  first  time  I  was  ever  there  on  the  day  of  election. 

Q.  Tou  did  not  vote  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  vote  that  day  at  all. 

Q.  Mr.  King  was  inspector  of  elections,  I  believe  you  said  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  in- 
spector and  United  States  supervisor  both.  He  was  also  a  lawyer,  and  State's  attorney  for 
that  circuit 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  other  inspectors  ? — ^A.  One  of  them  was  a  colored  man,  and  I  think 
his  name  was  Romeo  Spenser,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  other  T— A.  I  did  not ;  he  was  a  white  man. 

Q.  You  think  Young  voted  7~A.  I  am  not  positive  of  that,  but  I  think  he  voted. 

Q.  Was  it  Rozzum  Yonug  f — A.  That  was  his  name,  I  think ;  but  I  am  not  positive 
about  it. 

Q.  But  you  think  he  voted  ?~A.  I  think  he  did,  bnt  I  am  not  positive  about  it 

Q.  You  say  the  pardon  you  saw  was  signed  by  Oovemor  Steams  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  person  named  in  that  pardon  1 — A.  I  don't  remember  the  man's  name. 
I  remember  his  showing  me  the  paper.  Several  colored  men  were  together,  and  I  was  on 
the  horse,  and  he  asked  me  if  that  was  a  fall  pardon,  sufficient  to  allow  a  man  to  vote, 
and  I  looked  at  it  and  told  him  yes ;  I  didn't  see  any  thine  wrong  about  the  paper ;  and 
just  then  half  a  dozen  of  the  colored  men  came  up  and  had  some  other  grievance  to  re- 
dress, and  I  didnH  notice  anything  else  about  the  pardon. 

Q.  You  saw  the  pardon  and  remember  Gk>vemor  Stearns's  name  was  on  it,  and  do  not 
remember  who  was  the  party  that  was  pardoned  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  at  the  time  know  the 
name,  bnt  it  has  escaped  my  memory.  I  remember  looking  at  the  governor's  name  because 
I  consider  that  it  requires  his  name  to  make  the  pardon  complete.  I  just  glanced  at  it  to  see 
if  he  had  signed  it,  and  I  saw  that  he  had,  but  I  didn't  read  the  pardon  all  through. 

SHOT-GUNS  FUTILE. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Have  yon  any  statement  to  make  with  reference  to  Levy  County  7— A.  I  was  county 
judge  of  that  county,  and  the  republicans  were  afraid  to  go  up  to  assist  me  in  canvassing 
the  returns.  They  were  afraid  of  receiving  bodily  harm,  and  I  thought  there  was  danger 
that  if  they  went  some  of  them  had  been  hurt  When  I  went  up  there  was  a  crowd  of 
democrats  on  the  train.  They  offered  no  violence  toward  me,  but  wanted  to  know  how 
I  was  going  to  canvass,  and  proposed  to  question  and  cross-examine  me  as  to  what  I  was 
going  to  do.  I  declined  to  answer  the  questions,  and  I  said  I  hadn't  seen  the  returns,  and, 
when  I  did  see  them,  if  they  were  regular  I  would  canvass  them,  but  if  they  were  not  reg- 
ular I  would  not  canvass  them,  and  they  couldn't  get  shot-guns  enough  to  make  me  do  it. 
They  said  they  would  see  about  that.  It  was  said  in  a  kind  of  off-hand  manner,  and  I 
didn't  take  is  as  a  threat,  but  I  am  satisfied  what  were  their  intentions. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  They  said  that  what  they  wanted  was  a  fair  count,  did  they  not  7— A.  They  said  that 
tbey  wanted  a  fair  count,  and  when  we  got  to  Bronson  there  was  a  large  crowd  there ;  two 
hundred  persons  there,  I  th?nk. 

LOOKING  LIKE  WAR. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Were  tbey  armed  7 — A.  They  were  armed  with  shot-guns ;  yes.  sir.  (General  Dicker- 
son  seemed  to  be  a  leader  of  them.  He  was  there.  I  think  he  lives  abom  Quincy.  He 
seemed  to  be  a  moving  spirit  among  them,  and  he  came  to  me  and  shook  hands  with  me. 
I  have  known  him  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  State.  I  turned  to  him  and  said,  **  Gen- 
eraly  it  looks  like  war  here  to-day."  He  said,  "  By  Qod,  we  intend  to  have  our  rights,  and 
you  have  to  give  us  a  fair  count"  I  said  I  proposed  to  do  things  fair,  and  that  1  did  not 
propose  to  do  aoythuig  else.  He  says,  **  I  guess  it  is  all  fair,  and  we  intend  to  have  a 
nur  eount"  We  made  the  canvass  and  the  crowd  was  all  around,  but  I  didn't  see  any 
guns  in  the  rooms  when  we  were  making  the  canvass.  They  had  set  the  guns  off  to  one 
nde,  and  oaysel^  the  sheriff,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  named  Hogan  made  the  count. 
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Q.  Why  was  not  the  county  clerk  in  the  board  t — A.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  le^U- 
tore,  and  was  defeated ;  a  kind  of  an  independent  candidate,  and  it  was  decided  by  Ae 
board  that  it  would  be  irregular  for  him  to  help  canvass  his  own  vote,  and  he  was  absent 
besides.  He  wasn't  there.  After  we  made  the  canvass  thev  seemed  to  be  perfectly  satisfied, 
and  there  were  no  threats  made  to  me^  and  I  was  very  kindly  treated. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  and  the  sheriff,  and  the  justice  of  the  peace A.  Yes,  sir:  made  the  canvass. 

Q.  And  the  sheriff  was  a  republican  7 — ^A.  The  sheriff  was  republican  and  myself,  ^e 
^ere  all  the  republicans  that  were  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  look  into  the  matter  of  registration  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  examined  that  care- 
fully. The  registration-lists  were  all  before  us,  certified  t^  be  correct,  under  the  seal  of  the 
court,  and  signed  by  the  clerk ;  that  is,  the  lists  they  voted  ou. 

SOMETHING  HARD  TO  T|EUi. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Was  he  a  republican — the  clerk  of  the  court  f— A.  No,  sir;  it  is  pretty  bard  to  teU 
what  he  is.    He  is  a  republican  to-day  and  a  democrat  to-morrow,  so  I  cannot  toll  what  he 
is.    He  is  a  democrat  now.   When  he  was  appointed,  he  was  appointed  as  a  republican. 
That  is  the  actual  fact  of  it,  but  he  never  was  a  republican,  I  donU  think. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Was  there  any  circumstance  afterward  which  showed  you  the  manner  of  that  registra- 
tion t — A.  Afterward  when  I  came  to  examine  into  the  matter,  I  found  that  in  law  there  was 
no  registration  at  all. 

ILLEGAL  REGISTRY. 

Q.  Wherein  was  it  deficient  f — A.  The  officers  themselves  wasn't  properly  appointed,  the 
registration-officers.  Thev  took  no  oath  of  office  nor  did  thev  swear  the  persons  they  regis- 
tered, as  the  law  of  Florida  requires.    I  consider  it  amounted  to  no  registration  at  aU. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  How  did  yon  find  that  out  T—A.  I  found  that  out  by  taking  the  testimony  of  the  n^^- 
taring-officers :  Frederick  £.  Miller,  John  Q.  Williams,  William  R.  Canty,  and  Williani 
Haines. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  they  swear  that  they  administered  no  oath  to  the  persons  they  registered  T — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  they  swore  to  it  before  me,  as  county  judge — all  these  facts  that  1  detailed  ;  that  is 
where  I  got  my  information. 

Q.  With  reference  to  the  registration  T — A.  With  reference  to  the  registration. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  were  the  politics  of  the  men  you  mentioned  f — A.  They  were  all  colored  repub- 
licans. 

Q.  And  claimed  to  have  been  appointed  legally  ? — A  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  their  appointment. 

Q.  They  were  appointed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  con4uct  the  registration  ?^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  were  all  colored  republicans  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  some  democrats  that 
was  registering-officers,  and  they  were  appointed  in  the  same  manner  and  proceeded  in  the 
same  manner,  as  near  as  I  could  ascertain. 

Q.  Did  you  have  them  before  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  anything  about  that  yourself  T — A.  Nothing,  only  from  general 
hearsay. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  that  countyf — A.  I  don't  know  of  but  four  ; 
three  besides  myself. 

Q.  What  is  the  vote  of  the  county  T— A.  It  is  625. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  democratic  majority  in  that  county  T— A.  I  am  not  positive.  I 
have  so  many  of  these  counties  mixed  up  in  my  head. 

Q.  It  was  a  substantial  democratic  majority,  was  it  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  either  185  or 
285,  I  wonH  be  certain  which.   I  wouldnH  state  positively.    I  can't  atate. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  b  oard  of  State  canvassers  threw  out  any  votes  in  Levy 
County,  or  nott — A.  I  don't.  I  think  it  was  canvassed  ou  the  face  of  the  returns.  That  is 
my  impiossion.    I  don't  know,  though. 
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Jacksonville,  becemher  28,  1876. 

LfeOAL  TOTES  REJECTED. 

Benjamin  Jordan  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t — Answer.  In  Lake  City,  Fla. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  precinct  during^  the  last  election  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  yon  know,  if  anything^,  of  colored  republicans  beings  refused  the  right  to 
rote. — A.  I  know  of  four  men. 

Q.  What  are  their  names  ?— A.  Henry  Simpson 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  7— A.  Lake  City,  Fla. 

Q    Was  be  challenged  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ground  did  the  challenger  state  ? — A.  They  challenged  him  in  regard  to  his 
being  in  State's  prison,  and  he  had  oeen  pardoned,  and  they  wouldn't  let  him  vote. 

Ql  Did  he  offer  to  swear  his  vote  in  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  allow  him  to  swear  7 — A,  No,  sir ;  they  wouldn't  accept  it. 
^  dl  Did  he  have  the  pardon  there  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  woula  prove  there  that  he 
liad  it,  but  they  wouldn't  accept  it  in  any  way,  at  all. 

Q.  Did  he  exhibit  it  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  didn't  show  it.  He  said  he  had  it  at  home,  and 
would  go  and  get  it,  but  they  wouldn't  allow  him  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  yon  near  this  yourself  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  went  home  and  got  the  pardon  or  not? — A.  I  don't  know  ; 
we  told  him  to  go  home  and  get  it,  and  he  said  he  would  go  home  and  get  it  and  show  he 
waa  pardoned. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  know  what  be  did  about  it  afterward  f — A.  Afterward  7  I  know  he 
was  complaining  after  the  polls  closed  that  he  didn't  get  a  chance  to  vote. 

Q.  What  others  did  you  see  refused  the  right  to  vote  ? — A.  Rozzum  Young. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Rozzum  Young  voted  or  not  f — A.  I  don't ;  lie  didn't  vote 
while  I  was  there.  I  tried  to  get  him  to  swear  his  vote  in,  but  they  accused  him  of  not 
living:  there,  and  having  gone  to  Hamilton  County.  Well,  he  did  go  there  to  work,  of 
course ;  business  was  dull,  but  he  came  back  home. 

Q.  How  often  did  he  come  home?^A.  Every  Saturday,  to  see  his  folks  and  bring  pro- 
visions. 

Q.  They  refused  him  on  that  ground  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  try  to  swear  in  his  vote?— A.  Yes,  sir.  He  went  to  the  polls  two  or  three 
times.   I  went  with  him. 

Q.  What  other  men  did  you  see  f — A.  I  saw  hen.  Jordan. 

Q.  That  is,  another  man  of  your  own  name  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there's  two  more  Ben.  Jor* 
dans  there  besides  me. 

Q.  Did  you  know  them  all  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  know  all  three  of  them.  There  was  one  voted, 
and  the  other  they  refused  to  swear  him. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  there  another  man  by  the  name  of  Ben.  Jordan  who  voted  ? — A.  One  more, 
and  then  there  was  one  refused. 

Q.  Did  both  of  you  Ben.  Jordans  vote  in  that  precinct f— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  this  other 
one  came,  and  thev  wouldn't  swear  him. 

Q.  They  thought  there  were  too  many  of  the  same  name  f — A.  That  was  our  name.  It 
was  the  names  we  always  had. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  these  other  Ben.  Jordans  t — A.  I  knowed  him  some  eleven 
or  twelve  years.  This  other  man  who  voted  came  from  Georgia  about  two  or  three  years 
ago. 

Q.  But  the  other  who  didn't  vote  you  had  known  for  a  number  of  years  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  Columbia  County  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  How  old  a  man  was  he  Y — A.  I  guess  he  was  about  thirty  years  old,  as  near  as  I  can 
reckon.    They  said  he  was  not  entitled  to  vote,  and  he  said  he  was,  and  could  prove  it.   He 
has  been  living  south  of  Lake  City  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  State,  and  I  nave  been  in 
the  State  for  sixteen  years. 
Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  they  let  him  swear f — A.  No, sir;  they  wouldn't  accept  it. 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  t — A.  Charley  Johnson. 

Q.  Charley  Johnson  or  Charley  Jones  f — A.  Charley  Jones.    I  was  mistaken  there. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  T— A.  He  lives  in  C/>lumbia  County,  Lake  City. 
Q.  What  objection  did  they  make  to  his  voting  t— A.  Well,  he  got  in  a  little  di£Bculty,  and 
they  said  he  had  been  convicted  and  all  such  like,  and  had  been  in  prison,  but  he  hadn't ; 
hot  Mr.  Montgomery,  at  the  time  he  was  there  with  the  soldiers,  he  had  him  arrested  and 
kept  him  there  a  few  days,  but  he  was  never  confined  to  any  jail. 

Q.  Was  he  convicted  of  anything  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he  just  arrested  him  and  kept  him  in 
the  guard-house  for  a  few  days  and  let  him  go. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear  his  vote  inf— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  lonff  had  this  thing  ahout  his  arrest  occurred  f  — A.  That  was  about  the  time 
the  peace  was  declared.  He  came  there,  I  reckon,  about  the  second  regiment  or  company 
that  came  there,  and  then  Captain  Grossman  caipe,  and  that  has  been  about  eight  years 
ago,  I  reckon. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  not  Rozzum  Young  go  up  with  Mr.  Fowler  and  vote  ? — A.  I  didn't  see  him,    I 
left  him  after  he  went  to  go  home  the  last  time,  and  I  went  around  to  the  door. 

Q.  He  was  the  Young  who  was  with  Mr.  Fowler? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  with  him. 

Q.  You  sent  after  Mr,  Fowler  ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  we  sent  for  him. 

Q.  And  Rozzum  was  one  of  the  men  who  went  with  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  see  Rozzum  after  that  f — A.  I  didn't  see  him. 

INSPECTOR  EXCHANdlNO  TICKETS. 

Q-  Did  you  see  Mr.  Fowler  and  several  men  going  to  the  polls? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  was 
going  down  to  No.  2  polls,  and  Rozzum  was  one  of  the  men  who  was  with  him.  At  the 
No.  4  precinct  I  saw  Mr.  Dordry  there,  and  there  was  a  colored  man  went  up  and  voted 
and  they  challenged  him  there  at  the  polls  and  asked  him  how  many  times  he  had  been 
there,  and  he  handed  his  ticket  in.  and  Mr.  Dordry,  who  was  one  of  the  inspectors,  when 
they  challenged  his  name,  they  said  **  check  him,"  and  they  iianded  that  ticket  down, 
and  picked  up  another  and  put  it  in  the  box  in  the  place  of  it. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Dordry  ?— A.  He  is  a  white  man  who  lives  in  Columbia  County.  I  don't 
know  how  many  men  he  could  have  done  that  to,  but  we  caught  him  at  that. 

Q.  That  was  at  No.  4  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  inspector  t — A.  Mr.  Dordry  was  one,  and  Dr.  Holt,  or  Judge  Holt. 

Q.  Wht)  else  t — A.  I  don't  know  the  others.  I  was  looking  out  for  all  such  that  day, 
because  I  was  acting  deputy  marshal,  and  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  notice  ;  and  I  and 
two  of  the  other  marshals  was  standing  together  when  it  was  done. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Dordry's  name  f — A.  Joe  Dordry. 

Q.  And  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  George  Holt.  I  don't  know  the 
other. 

Q.  Did  you  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  f— A.  I  didn't  call  it  to  him,  but  I  spoke  about 
it  when  he  had  done  it. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  speak  about  it  t— A.  I  spoke  to  Sawney  Harris  and  Pete  Taylor 
about  it  as  soon  as  it  was  done. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  to  the  other  inspectors  7 — ^A.  No,  sir  ;  the  house  was  too  much  crowded, 
and  I  went  off  and  told  several  others  outside,  of  it. 

Q.  You  were  United  States  marshal  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  never  told  the  election-officers  of  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  only  spoke  to  the  others  who 
was  standing  there  with  me. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  speak  to  them  7~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  clerk  of  the  election  at  that  precinct  T — A.  I  don't  know ;  it  was  some  man, 
I  think,  from  the  countir,  but  I  did  not  exactly  know  him. 

Q.  And  that  was  at  No.  4  f—A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  No.  4. 


Jacksonville,  December  30, 1876, 

THE  rejected  VOTERS. 

Romulus  Spencer  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— Answer.  Lake  City. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  on  November  7th  last  ?— A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  At  Lake  City  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  an  officer  of  that  election  T — ^A.  I  was  sir. 
^.  Do  yon  remember  anything  about  the  offering  to  vote  of  Rossun  Young  at  the  pre- 
cinct at  which  you  were  inspector  ?— A.  Rossun  Young f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  done  in  his  case  ? — A.  He  came  there  offering  to  vote,  and  I  think  his 
vote  was  contested  by  some  parties  standing  by  on  account  of  his  not  being  a  resident  of  the 
county,  but  after  considerable  contention  I  think  he  voted. 

Q.  After  contention  he  voted  ?— A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  challenged  on  account  of  not  living  in  the  county  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  Charles  Jones  f~A.  No,  sir ;  there  was— I  don't 
think  I  do. 

Q.  Yon  don't  remember  anything  about  Charles  Jones  7  ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  George  Robinson  ?— A.  I  don't. 
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Q.  Ton  don't  f  Do  you  remember  aoythiog  about  Stephen  Sherman  f — A.  There  was  a 
Sherman,  whether  Stephen  Sherman  or  not,  1  don't  remember  anything  definite  about  it, 
I  don't  think  anybody — those  who  tried  to  vote  voted. 

Q.  Those  who  tried  to  vote  voted? — A.  Yes, sir;  except  one  man;  I  don't  recall  his 
name  now. 

Q.  What  was  he  exclude^for  ?— A.  He  was  called  an  idiot.  Captain  King  was  one  of  the 
inspectors,  and  he  objected  to  him  and  refused  to  let  him  vote. 

Q.  He  was  an  idiot  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  don't  remember  his  name  T~A.  I  don't  remember  his  name. 

Q.  He  is  the  only  one  who  was  refused  voting  1 — A.  The  only  one  refused,  if  I  remember 
positively. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  came  there  offering  to  show  his  pardon  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  allowed  to  vote  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted,  after  a  little  contention. 

Q.  Did  every  one  except  this  man,  whom  you  say  was  called  an  idiot,  who  offered  to  swear 
in  his  vote — was  he  allowed  to  swear  in  his  vote  and  vote  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not. 

Q.  All  the  rest  f — A.  My  mind  is  refreshed  now.  All  the  rest  except  ^hat  man.  Jones,  I 
remember,  was  not  allowed  to  vote  on  account  of  his  being  a  convict  in  the  penitentiary  or 
county  jail. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  swear  his  vote  in  T— A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  offer  to  swear.  Captain 
King  insisted  he  should  not.  He  said  he  knew  he  had  been  convicted,  and  it  was  contrary 
to  law,  and  refused  to  allow  him  to  take  the  oath.  He  told  him  he  could  do  it  at  his  own 
risk. 

Q.  Did  you  see  no  other  except  those  mentioned  that  were  not  allowed  to  swear  their  votes 
in  that  day  ?— A.  Not  that  I  remember,  sir.  Of  course,  some  might  have  slipped  my 
mind. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  case  where  a  nardon  was  handed  in,  and  you  looked  at  it  and  said 
this  pardon  is  all  right,  and  King  saia  it  was  not  right ;  it  is  not  regular  7— A.  He  said  so. 
I  contended  he  had  a  right  to  vote,  and  he  came  back  after  that  and  voted. 

Q.  What  was  his  namef — A.  Gibb  Woods.  I  think  he  contended  against  it  because  it 
had  not  the  State  seal  on  it.    I  told  him  to  swear  in  his  vote. 

Q.  Was  not  that  thin^  occurring  frequently  during  the  day,  men  coming  there  and  want- 
ing to  swear  their  votes  in  but  refused  by  Charles  R.  Kingf — A.  No,  sir ;  don't  think  there 
was  many  cases. 

Q.  How  many  cases  f~A.  No  more  than  that  Mr.  Jones  and  that  idiot — three  or  four 


Q.  Who  have  vou  talked  with  since  you  have  come  into  the  city  t — A.  No  one  at  all. 

Q.  Who  talked  with  you  before  you  came  down,  when  you  got  the  subpoena  f — A.  No 
one  at  all. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Thompson  say  to  you  f — A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  Didn't  he  ask  you  what  you  were  ffoing  to  testify  to  !— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  on  that  day  T— A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket 

Q.  Yon  are  a  colored  man,  I  believe  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  aflSdavit  with  reference  to  this  matter  that  was  sent  to  the  board  of 
State  canvassers  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  made  a  little  affidavit  before  the  clerk  there,  Mr.  Howard. 

DOCTORED  BLANKS. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  in  that  affidavit  about  persons  not  being  allowed  to  vote? — A' 
Nothing  about  that  at  all ;  they  were  asking  ab^ut  blank  returns,  said  to  be  false  returns, 
and  not  the  proper  returns  furnished  by  the  State  executive  committee. 

Q.  Yon  mean  at  Lake  City  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  state? — A.  There  were  no  returns  in  the  ballot-box  when  opened — 
none  put  in  the  ballot-box — none  in  it. 

Q.  No  returns  in  the  ballot-box  of  Lake  City  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  them  f — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  put  them  in  7 — ^A.  I  did  not  put  them  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  put  in  f — ^A.  I  did  not  see  tbem  put  in. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  them  f — A.  I  mean  that  was  before  the  morning  of  the  election.  It  was 
said  that  blanks  were  put  into  the  ballot-box  and  sent  to  the  polls,  but  there  were  none  in 
there ;  that  is  what  I  testified  to  in  the  affidavit. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  Mr.  Fowler  there  that  day  7— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  he  come  to  the  window  and  insist  upon  persons  being  sworn  in  who  had  been 
refused  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  during  the  day  f — A.  Only  once,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  he  not  come  repeatedly  f — A.  I  don't  think  but  once  ;  when  there  was  a  little 
excitement  got  up  on  account  of  that  Rossun  man. 

Q.  Was  nobo^  refused  the  liberty  to  swear  in  the  afternoon  t^A,  I  don't  remember  anjr 
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REPUBLICANS  MUST  BE  CAREFUL. 

•  Q.  What  kind  of  a, place  '19  Lake  City  for  repnblicana— a  comfortable  place  to  live  in.  or 
do  thej  use  any  means  of  the  natare  of  violence  toward  them  on  abcoont  of  their  politics  f — 
A.  Well,  not  dureotlT,  bat  they  are. not  treated  very  pleasantly.     .  , 

Q.  Why  is  it  nnpleasant  f ^A.  A  man  cannot  exercise  his  judgment,  not  freely,  withont 
being- — 

Q.  Being  what  Y— A.  Without  being  a  little  afraid ;  there  are  really  no  white  repablicana 
there  except  Judge  Long,  Major  Hoyt,  and  one  of  those  Hendersons,  Andrew  Henderson,  I 
think.    That  is  lul  that  profess  to  be,  that  is  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Are  the  colored  men  afraid  to  say  much  there  about  politics  publicly  t — ^A.  They  hare 
to  be  a  little  careful. 

Q.  Does  that  influence  extend  to  their  testifying  before  anybody  who  wants  their  testi- 
mony 1 — A.  I  don*t  know ;  it  might  with  some.  I  think  it  does  with  some,  but  not  to  a  great 
extent. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  instance  during  this  last  election  where  colore!  men  were  inter- 
fered with  in  these  matters  T— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.    No  more  than  what  I  hear. 


Jacksonville,  January  21.  1877. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  LAKE  CITY. 

Charles  R.  King  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  captain  7 — Answer.  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  Lake  City  during  the  late  election  7— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  vou  connected  in  any  way  with  the  election  as  an  officer  T — A.  I  held  the  com- 
mission by  the  court  of  a  United  States  commissioner  of  election. 

Q.  Supervisor  T — A.  Tes,  sir,  supervisor,  and  also  as  poll-holder. 

Q.  Inspector  you  call  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  elections? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  occupied  tfab  two  positions. 

Q.  Do  ^ou  remember  any  colored  persons  offering  to  vote  at  poll  No.  2,  the  poll  at  which 
you  were  inspector ;  were  you  a  poll  mspector  there  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  No.  2. 

Q.  In  Lake  City,  of  offering  to  vote  there,  who  were  refused  7  Who  were  refused  the 
privilege  of  voting  7 — A.  There  was  one,  perhaps  two.  One  I  recollect  distinctly  who  was 
refused. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  name  f— A.  Charles  Jones,  I  remember. 

Q.  Charles  Jones  7    Was  he  a  colored  man  f — A.  Colored ;  yes,  sir. 
'  Q.  Well,  tell  the  reason  for  his  rejection. — A.  He  was  challenged,  and  it  was  stated  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  vote  by  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

Q.  Was  he  convicted  f — A.  He  was  convicted,  and  I  think,  had  not  been  pardoned.  He 
was  asked  whether  he  had  received  or  not  a  pardon,  and  he  said  he  had  not.  He  was  offered, 
then,  by  an  elector,  to  be  sworn,  and  the  question  came  up  whether  it  would  not  be  en- 
couraging perjury  to  permit  him  to  be  sworn  under  the  circumstances.  I  myself  objected 
to  him  being  sworn,  as  it  was  a  matter  under  my  own  observation. 

Q.  That  he  was  convicted  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  prosecnted  hj  mvself,  as  prosecuting 
attorney,  and  I  knew  he  had  been  convicted  for  a  felony — ^number  ofthetts— and  be  had  never 
been  placed  in  the  situation  where  he  might  have  got  a  pardon,  or  he  might  long  ago  have 
been  pardoned,  but  this  he  had  failed  to  do,  and  I  took  that  into  account 

Q.  He  had  no  pardon  f — A.  He  said  he  had  not  any ;  he  was  willing  .to  swear,  but  after 
I  explained  it  to  him  he  refused. 

Q.  He  positively  refused  to  swear  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  declined  to  receive  his  vote  f— A.  I  explained  the  matter  to  him,  but  there  was  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  persons  outside  for  to  arrest  him  if  he  took  the  oath.  I  explained 
the  matter  to  him,  and  he  refused.    There  was  another. 

Q.  Who  was  that  t — A.  I  don't  remember  the  name— yes ;  Gilbert  Wood. 

Q.  Was  that  a  colored  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  he  challenged  forf— A.  For  the  same  cause.  He  had  a  certificate  of  dis- 
charge from  the  penitentiary,  but  the  certificate  did  not  show  that  he  had  been  pardoned, 
and  the  question  arose  whether  he  should  take  the  oath  or  not.  He  offered  to  take  the  oath, 
bnt  I  requested  him  to  wait  over  until  we  got  the  bulk  of  the  voters  out  of  the  way  and 
then  I  would  take  his  matter  into  consideration.  I  asked  him  to  stand  aside  for  an  honr  or 
BO,  when  I  would  consider  the  question.  He  had  been  challenged,  but  my  own  impression 
was  that  he  was  entitled  to  vote ;  the  other  I  did  not  think  h^  a  right  to  vote.  My  im- 
pression was  that  Wood  did  have  the  right  to  vote,  and  I  asked  him  to  stand  aside  for  the 
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prasent  until  I  could  give  tome  attention  to  the  matter,  bnt  he  went  off  to  another  poll,  I 
wu  informed  afterwards,  and  voted. 

Q.  He  did  not  votB  at  your  poll  t — A.  He  did  not 

Q.  Tou  say  he  had  been  convicted,  too  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

,Q.  He  had  a  pardon  ?— A.  He  had  a  certificate  of  release ;  1  did  not  think  it  was  a  par- 
don.   I  glanced  over  it,  and  my  impression  was  it  was  not  a  pardon. 

Q.  You  asked  him  to  stand  aside  until  the  press  of  voters  was  through,  and  jou  would 
examine  the  certificate  ?~A.  Yes,  and  then  I  woujd  examine  and  be  more  tboroug^hly  satis- 
fied  myself.  1  did  not  want  him  to  subject  himself  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury.  I 
told  him  to  hold  on  and  wait,  and  I  would  investigate  it  after  awhile,  but  he  went  to  an- 
other poll,  I  was  informed,  and  voted. 

Q.  He  did  not  come  back  there  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  you  remember  f — A.  There  were  several  challenged,  but  they  were 
sworn  in.    All  voted  but  the  two,  and  there  was  one  idiot. 

Q.  There  was  an  idiot  refused  ? — A.There  was  an  idiot  refused. 

Q.  Was  he  under  guardianship  ? — A.  He  was  not  under  guardianship,  but  be  was  the 
most  consummate  idiot  I  ever  saw.  I  commenced  to  interrogate  him.  He  was  challenged^ 
I  set  him  down  in  front  when  he  came  up  to  the  polls,  and  I  asked  him  what  his  name  was^ 
He  did  not  remember  what  his  name  was,  but  he  said  he  wanted  to  vote.  I  asked  him  how 
old  he  was.  He  said  he  did  not  know.  I  asked  him  a  good  many  questions,  and  among 
others,  answering  me,  he  said  I  voted  three  times  to-day,  and  I  want  to  vote  again.  He 
became  aa  object  of  amusement  to  the  crowd,  and  I  was  amused  at  him,  and  commenced  to 
mterrogate  him  more  thoroughly.  I  found  him  a  most  consummate  idiot.  I  then  requested 
that  he  would  stand  aside  so  as  to  have  an  examination  of  the  law  against  idiots  voting,  and 
I  wanted  him  to  wait  until  I  could  see  Dr.  P.  H.  Holt.  I  suggested  that  Dr.  Holt  be  sent 
for,  so  as  to  have  him  examined,  and  if  he  was  not  an  idiot  he  should  vote.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  I  had  heard  that  he  wat.  I  think  I  knew  it  from  one  or  j;wo.  He  went  oC 
and  did  not  return.  He  did  return  several  times  during  the  day,  but  it  was  a  mere  burlesque 
and  he  wanted  to  put  in  his  vote.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  the  boy.  My  purpose 
was  to  have  him  examined,  whether  he  was  competent  to  vote,  but  he  went  off  and  was  not 
examined. 

Q.  There  were  only  three  that  you  remember  now  T — A.  I  don*t  think  there  was  any  oth- 
ers who  attempted  to  vote  at  that  poll  and  were  refused. 

Q.  In  other  words,  they  were  challenged  and  took  the  oath  and  voted  T — A.  Three  men,  X 
remember,  were  challenged  and  did  not  vote ;  I  don^t  remember  any  other. 
~  Q.  Yon  do  not  remember  refusing  the  vote  of  any  others  who  were  willing  to  take  the 
oath  f — A.  No,  sir ;  except  Wood,  and  Wood  wanted  to  take  the  oath.    Jones  would  have 
taken  the  oath  at  the  outset,  but  after  explaining  it  to  him  he  would  not  take  it. 

Q.  All  you  say  you  did  was  to  ask  him  to  stand  aside  for  a  time  T— A.  Yes ;  bnt  to  come 
back  again  ;  but  he  did  not  come  back  to  our  place. 

Q.  The  election  was  a  quiet  one?— A.  A  quiet  election  ;  as  quiet  an  election  as  ever  I 
witnessed  in  my  live — more  like  a  pic-nic — a  little  merry  and  jolly,  but  no  disposition  upon 
the  part  of  any  one  to  be  cross  or  raise  a  disturbance,  but  all  were  in  the  best  of  humor 
daring  the  day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  thought  that  witness  was  entitled  to  vote  ?— A.  Jones  t 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  No,  sir ;  I  douH  think  Jones  was  entitled  to  vote.  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression  

Q.  I  mean  Wood.— Wood  had  a  certificate,  and  had  it  been  filled  in  properly  with  the 
expression  that  his  disabilities  had  been  removed,  I  should  have  been  perfectly  satisfied,  but 
the  removal  of  his  disabilities  was  not  mentioned. 

Q.  Where  is  the  discharge  or  pardon  from  that  contains  these  words  7 — A.  A  discharge 
from  the  penitentiary. 

Q.  Do  you  say  it  is  a  discharge  from  the  penitentiary  that  contains  these  words  f — A.  L 
don*t  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  signed  by  the  governor  f  —A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  And  by  oUier  members  of  the  pardoning-board  7 — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  By  the  members  of  the  supreme  court  f— A.  I  think  not.  It  was  signed,  perhaps,  by^ 
the  governor  and  the  surgeon  in  charge. 

Q.  Was  Martin's  name  on  itf— A.  Martin  and  Scott  and  the  governor's  names  were  on  it,, 
I  think,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  I  suspended  the  matter  and  wanted  to  look  into  the 
question  to  satisfy  myself  whether  the  pardon  was  legally  signed. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Fowler  there  that  day  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  he  doin^7— A.  Mr.  Fowler  was  active  in  keeping  order  and  arranging  the' 
electors,  his  guard  and  his  marshals  around  to  keep  order  and  the  like.  That  was  about  all 
that  I  saw  of  him. 

Q.  Was  there  any  necessity  of  that  if  it  was  as  peaceable  as  a  pic  nic  7 — A.  I  don't  thinks 
■0.    I  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  it. 

Q.  Wat  there  anybody  there  with  shot-guns  or  pistols  that  day  7 — A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Did  be  not,  at  various  times  duriof^  the  day,  cume  up  to  remoa^trate  with  you  because 
men  who  were  wiliinfr  to  swear  were  not  allowed  to  swear  their  votes  in  by  you  t — A.  I  re- 
member on  one  occasion  he  did,  and  that  was  with  Jones. 

Q.  When  was  that ;  in  the  morning  t — A.  That  was  in  the  forenoon — about  noon.  I  don't 
remember  any  other  time. 

Q.  Did  he  not  remonstrate  with  you  about  a  man  named  Rossum  Tounfrt — A.  I  don*t 
remember  of  Rossum  Youne ;  but  since  you  speak  of  it,  I  think  something  wta  said  about 
Rossum  Young.  I  do  not  tnink  that  Fowler  did  that,  but  a  man  by  the  name  of  Johns.  He 
was  more  uneasv  and  gave  us  more  trouble  about  things  than  any  one  else  that  day. 

Q.  Was  not  the  trouble  that  you  speak  about  on  his  paft  because  he  insisted  that  men  who 
were  republicans  should  have  tne  privilege  to  swear  in  their  votes  when  challenged,  and  you 
said  he  liad  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  that  you  would  run  the  thing  in  your  own  way  f — 
A.  I  don't  remember  any  such  language  as  that  being  used. 

Q.  Was  not  his  objection  that  men  were  not  sworn  in  who  wished  to  swear  in  order  to 
get  their  votes  in  f — A.  It  could  not  have  been  that,  as  every  man  whom  I  thought  legally 
entitled  to  vote  was  sworn  in  who  offered  to  swear,  except  those  mentioned. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  speech  that  morning  at  Lake  City  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  night  before  ?~A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  day  before  ?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Two  days  before  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  made  a  speech  during  the  campaign. 

Q.  In  th^  crowd  there  that  morning  did  you  not  make  a  speech  in  which  yon  said  that 
jou  had  been  a  republican  and  held  a  republican  office,  but  if  the  democrats  would  receive 
you  back,  and  Qod  would  forgave  yon,  you  would  thereafter  be  a  democrat  T — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  a  republican  Y — A.  Yes,  sir :  I  am  now. 

Q.   Did  you  not  act  with  the  democrats  T — A.  I  would  like  to  explain 

Q.  Did  you  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^.  What  office  do  you  hold  from  the  republicans  T — A.  State's  attorney. 

Q.  The  change  was  made  very  suddenly,  was  it  not  ? — A.  No  ;  not  specially  so. 

Q.  How  mucn  money  was  given  to  you  to  make  that  change  f — A.  Not  a  cent,  sir. 

Q.  What  threats  were  made  to  you,  in  order  to  induce  you  to  do  it  f — A.  Not  a  threat. 

Q.  Were  you  not  trusted  by  the  republicans  up  to  that  time  as  their  friend  t — A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  And  you  suddenly  went  over  to  the  democrats  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket  Y — A. 
I  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  distribute  votes  to  the  colored  republicans  in  that  election?  — A.  I  did  not 
have  a  ticket  in  my  hand  during  the  time  I  was  near  the  polls. 

Q.  The  day  before  did  you  not  distribute  them  f— A.  I  did  not  have  a  ticket  the  day  be- 
fore. 

Q.  Two  days  before  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  distribute  to  the  colored  republicans  ballots  which  they  voted  on  that 
day  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  solitary  one. 

Q.  Did  you  not  g^ve  republicans  democratic  votes,  they  believing  you  to  be  a  republican 
And  that  you  were  giving  them  republican  votes  for  them  to  vote  that  day  f — A.  I  did  not. 
I  never  gave  a  man  a  ticket  to  vote  during  the  election ;  not  a  solitary  one. 

Q.  Did  they  not  show  to  you  their  tickets  to  find  out  whether  they  were  republican  or 
not  f — A.  They  did  not ;  not  a  man. 

O.  Did  you  not  hear  that  the  democrats  boasted  that  they  had  frightened  you  into  acting 
with  them  f — ^A.  I  did  not.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  not  attend  any  political  meeting  during  the  last  two  or  three  days  before  the 
election  f — ^A.  I  only  attended  one  political  meeting  during  the  campaigu. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  was  that  ?— A.  Some  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  Was  it  a  republican  or  democratic  meeting  f — ^A.  A  republican  meeting.  I  never  at- 
iended  a  democratic  meeting  during  the  campaign  ;  not  one. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  say  you  are  still  a  republican  ? — A.  I  am. 


Jacksonville,  January  2,  1677. 

ARRE8TS  ON  ELECTION-DAY. 

John  W.  Tompkins  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  Mr.  Tompkins  T^  Answer.  Lake  City,  Columbia  Coon  ty 
Q.  Do  you  hold  any  office  in  that  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  sheriff  of  that  county. 
Q.  Of  Columbia  County  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  at  Lake  City  on  the  7th  of  November  last  f — A.  Yes, 


sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  tbe  arrest  of  a  man  culled  Red  Nate— Nathan  Lyons 
wbo  goes  by  the  name  of  Ked  Nateif — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  State  all  yon  know  about  it. — A.  He  was  an  escape  from  tbe  jail. 

Q.  He  was  an  escape  ? — A.  He  was  my  prisoner  and  broke  jail.  I  had  been  hnntinff  for 
bim  for  some  time,  but  I  never  saw  him  until  the  morninfif  of  tbe  7th,  about  II  o*clock,  I 
reckon.  They  call  that  the  Colored  Academy  precinct,  and  to  my  astonishment  I  found  Na- 
than there ;  he  had  come  in  to  vote,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  arrest  him.  I  did  so,  and  I  took 
him  to  jail. 

Q.  You  arrested  him  at  once  and  took  him  to  jail  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  being;  an  escape.  I 
was  requested  by  Mr.  Fowler,  who  wan  United  iStates  deputy  marshal  there,  to  take  him 
out  of  the  jail  afterwards  and  allow  him  to  vote.  He  said  that  was  the  practice  in  Jackson* 
riUe,  and  perhaps  Tallahassee,  but  I  took  rather  a  different  view  of  it,  and  arg^ued  that  he 
was  subject  to  the  order  of  the  court,  and  that  the  ouly  way  he  could  get  him  out  of  the  jail 
was  by  an  order  from  Judge  Bryson,  or  a  sufficient  bond,  and  I  declined  taking  him  firom 
the  jail.  I  did  not  know  when  I  arrested  bira  whether  he  had  voted  or  not,  atid  as  far  as 
that  is  concerned,  after  he  got  in  jail  I  could  not  possiblv  see  how  I  could  get  him  out  of 
it  without  an  order  from  Juo^e  Bryson  or  a  sufficient  bond. 

Q.  He  was  there  on  commitment  before  t — A.  He  ha  I  been  committed,  I  think,  on  about 
Bve  indictments  for  larceny,  and  he  was  in  again  for  the  penitentiary  that  he  had  escaped, 
and  really  he  again  escaped  the  next  day, 

Q.  He  escaped  again? — A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  eighth  he  broke  jail  again,  and  i^  now  an 
escape. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  did  he  live  ? — A.  Where  did  he  live  ? 

Q.  Yes  t — A.  He  made  his  home  there.    He  is  a  colored  man. 

Q.  Is  he  a  very  well  known  person  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  An  active  republican  f — A.  Well,  no,  sir. 

Q.  A  democrat  7 — A.  He  never  had ";  he  had  been  a  tool,  sir.  He  had  been  in  the  employ- 
ment of  a  house  there,  and  he  was  influenced  by  them.  I  think  he  had  really  voted  the 
democratic  ticket. 

LIABLE  TO  INFLUENCES. 

Q.  You  think,  generally,  that  that  would  be  the  case  if  the  negroes  were  not  influenced — 
that  they  would  vote  th^  democratic  ticket  f — A.  Well,  sir,  they  are  governed  by  their  in- 
terest a  great  deal  in  that  respect,  I  think.  I  don*t  know  their  proclivities  particularly,  but 
where  they  are  employed  in  a  house  it  is  to  their  interest,  perhaps  their  financial  interest, 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  much  other 

Q.  Does  the  house  make  it  to  their  financial  interest  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  7— A. 
I  don*t  know  that,  sir ;  no,  sir ;  I  don*t  kiiow. 

Q.  What  town  does  Red  Nathan  live  in  7 — A.  Lake  City  has  been  his  former  home,  and 
his  family  is  there. 

Q.  Is  he  about  there  all  the  time  f — A.  He  has  been  there  for  some  years. 

Q.  During  the  last  three  or  four  months  has  he  been  there  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  has  been  an 
escape. 

Q.  Where  had  he  been ;  had  he  not  been  there  with  his  family  the  last  three  or  four 
months  7 — A.  Not  that  we  know  of;  his  family  is  there,  but  wecan*t  find  him. 

Q.  Have  any  of  tou  looked  for  him  f — A.  Frequently. 

Q.  Have  you  looked  for  him  frequently  ?— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Whenf—A.  Well,  sir,  for  the  last  two  or  three  mouths  we  have  looked  for  him  very 
frequently.  I  have  a  deputy  in  town  that  is  looking  for  him  almost  nightly.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  he  was  in  the  town  or  near  there ;  that  he  was  committing  some  depredations, 
stealing,  &c.,  and  we  had  looked  for  him,  but  were  not  able  to  find  him. 

Q.  Were  any  complaints  made  that  he  had  stolen  anything  during  the  last  three  or  four 
months  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  the  complaints  7 — A.  Some  parties  in  the  country. 

Q.  Give  me  their  names. — A.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  can. 

Q.  Were  these  complaints  made  before  a  magistrate  f — A.  No,  sir :  it  was  just  reported 
that  ''somebody  has  stolen  my  chickens,  and  we  think  it  was  Nate,"  but  there  is  no  posi- 
tive evidence  it  was  him. 

Q.  How  could  they  say  so  if  Nate  was  not  in  that  neighborhood  f~A.  It  was  supposed  he 
was  there,  and  they  were  trying  to  get  me  on  the  track  of  him. 

Q.  How  many  warrants  did  you  have  that  day  7— A.  The  day  of  the  election,  sirf 

Q.  Yes ;  how  many  warrants  did  you  havef — A.  I  only  made  three  arrests. 

Q.  How  many  warrants  had  you  f — A.  I  had  only  two  warrants,  and  made  two  arrests. 
I  arrested  Nate.  He  was  the  third  arrest  He  was  the  first,  however ;  but  I  made  three 
arrests. 

Q.  Thesie  were  all  tbe  papers  yon  had  f — A.  All  I  had. 

Q.  Were  they  all  for  colored  men  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  The  warrants  I  bad  were  for  colored 
men  for  repeating. 

Q.  For  what  7 — A.  Repeating— double  voting. 
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Q.  What  time  did  jon  have  tbem  7 — A.  I  got  tbem,  sir,  about  tbe  time  the  fkcU  were 
foood  out    It  was  at  dififereDt  hoars.    I  did  not  ^t  them  at  the  saiQe  tia\e.,    , 

Q.  Mr.  Fowler  asked  70a  to  let  those  persons  vote — those  two  last  persons  7 — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  f^A.  Mr.  Fowler  requested  me  only  to  allow  Nate.  Lyons  to  vote, 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Fowler  request  you  to  let  those  two  last  persons  vote,  and  you  did  lei 
them  vote  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  their  names  f — A.  One  was  named  Thomas.  I  really  forget  the  name  of 
the  other.  Ooly  one  of  the  charges  was  sustained  when  brought  before  the  justice  of  the 
peace.  One  was  released,  and  the  other  was  committed  on  the  evidence  and  broke  jail  the 
next  day  ;  and  that  was  Nathan  Lyons. 

Q.  What  Hort  of  a  jail  have  you  there  7 — A.  A  very  bad  one. 

Q.  Was  it  not  intended  that  Nathan  should  get  away  the  next  day  f  Had  you  any  fur- 
ther use  of  him  afu^r  the  election  f — A.  I  had  use  for  him,  because  he  was  under  judgment 
of  the  court. 

Q.  What  court  7 — A.  The  circuit  court. 

Q.  Had  he  been  tried  ? — A.  Pending  his  trial  he  was  committed  on  about  five  indictments 
for  larceny. 

Q.  Were  tbe  indictments  found  by  the  gr^nd  jury  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wheo  did  that  grand  jury  sitf— A.  Well,  tbe  last  finding  was  last  {bHI  in  our  Novem 
ber  court,  or  last  spring,  sir,  in  our  May  court    The  findings  of  the  last 

Q.  What  was  tbe  name  of  the  judge  7 — A.  Bryson. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f — ^A.  At  Live  Oak,  I  believe.  His  residence  is  at  the  Mineral 
Springs,  a  few  miles  from  Live  Oak. 

Q,  Who  made  the  complaints  against  these  men  for  double- voting,  on  which  the  warrant 
was  made  out  f — A.  I  remember,  sir,  only  one  affidavit ;  it  was  mside  by  Mr.  Henry,  a  clerk 
in  tbe  dry-goods  store  there  ;  I  do  not  really  remember  his  first  name. 

Q.  At  Lake  City  7— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  w  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Weeks  ;  I  am  not  confident 
about  his  first  name. 

Q.  You  can  remember  these  other  twe  men  whom  you  had  warrants  for  f — A.  I  only  bad 
two  warrants. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  the  names  of  them  T— A.  Only  one.  Thomas  seemed  to  my  mind 
to  be  the  name,  and  tbe  other  Wilson,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  have  several  dozens  of  those  warrants  in  your  possession  that  dav  T — A.  On 
that  day  ?  No,  sir  ;  only  two  on  the  election.  Two  years  before  tttftre  were,  I  think,  about 
forty  warrants  put  in  my  bands,  and  I  sent  a  good  many  to  tbe  sheriff  of  this  county,  Mr. 
Griggs,  but  be  did  not  effect  an  arrest ;  did  not  make  any  arrests  whatever. 

Q.  Were  they  all  for  colored  men  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.     They  were  for  colored  men,  I  think. 

Q.  What  were  the  charges  against  these  colored  men  f— A.  For  double  votiug  prior  to 
this  last  election  two  years  before,  all  on  that  day. 

Q.  For  double  voting  on  that  day  7 — A.  For  double  voting  two  years  before. 

Q.  Before  the  date  of  the  warrants  t — A  No,  sir ;  two  years  before  this  last  election,  tbe 
election  we  had  for  Senator — Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  afterwards  killed. 

Q.  You  had  tbem  on  election-day  T — A.  No,  sir:  I  had  them  prior  to  the  election,  but  I 
did  not  attempt  to  make  any  arrest  whatever  on  old  warrants  that  day. 

Q.  You  had  warrants  against  men  for  doable  votinfl^  before  the  election;  how  could  the 
person  swearing  to  these  warrants  know  that  these  men  would  double  vote  after  thatf — A. 
You  misunderstood  that. 

Q.  Go  on  and  explain  this. — A  I  had  warrants  for  persons  charged  with  voting  twice  at 
the  election  two  years  prior  to  that  of  November  last. 

Q.  You  bad  these  warrants  on  the 7th  of  last  November  7 — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  had  ;  and  some  I 
had  sent  to  Mr.  Drigg^,  it  this  couotv,  snppoHing  the  parties  were  here. 

Q.  Then  you  did  have  more  than  tnose  two  warrants  which  you  executed  Y — A.  I  think 
I  had  in  my  office  a  good  many  warrants  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  warrants  served  on  election-day  rather  than  on  some  other  day  t— A.  No, 
sir ;  I  would  not  serve  them  at  all  on  election-day.  Tbe  only  warrants  served  on  election- 
day  were  those  brought  to  my  office  on  affidavits  made  that  day.  It  is  our  custom  not  to 
make  arrests  on  that  day  except  in  cases  of  murder  or  escape. 

Q.  How  long  before  election-day  were  the  affidavits  sworn  to  on  which  the  warrants  were 
made  7 — A.  The  warrants  I  served  or  the  other  warrants,  they  bad  been  standing  for  two 
years. 

Q.  You  had  them  in  your  hands  for  two  years  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many  were  executed 
and  the  parties  under  bond,  and  others  could  not  be. 

Q.  The  warrants  vou  executed  you  did  not  have  in  your  hands  two  years?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Of  those  you  had  in  your  hands  how  many  were  there  that  you  had  not  served  f — A 
Well,  sir,  the  most  I  had  served  up  in  my  county. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  Prior  to  the  election. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  f— A.  At  different  times  where  I  could  get  the  parties. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  7— A.  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  positively  tell  you.  It 
occurs,  perhaps,  this  week  that  I  may  hear  of  a  certain  party  in  a  particular  locality  in  the 
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coantj  and  I  go  and  anest  him  there,  and  next  week  I  bear  of  another,  or  in  two  or  tl^ee 
weeks. 

Q.  Two  or  three  weeks  after  the  election  two  yeara  ago,  or  two  or  three  weeks  before  this 
election  T — ^A.  Keitheir.    We  arrest  them  whenever  we  can  fiud  them.  .    .*     .^ 

'  '  Q.  I  want  to  know  when  you  found  them ;  how  with  reference  to  the  election  of  last  Ne- 
Tember;  how  long  before  that  yon  found  those  persons  f — A.  I  could  not  positively  tell  you. 
It  was  at  dilTerent  times.    I  could  by  reference  to  my  books  say  exactly. 

Q.  Did  you  arrest  any  in  last  October  f— A.  I  don't  think  I  made  a  single  arrest  for  three 
or  four  weeks  before  the  election — the  last  election  on  the  7th  of  November  T  mean. 

Q.  Was  It  about  four  or  five  weeks  before  the  election? — A.  I  could  not  positively  re- 
member, sir. 

Q.  Why  not?— A.  They  were  all  different  times. 

Q.  1  want  to  know  if  you  did  make  any  arrest  while  the  canvass  was  going  on  and  began 
to  get  exciting T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  might  relieve  you  there  to  some  extent. 

Q.  Relieve  yourself. — A.  I  am  explaining  myself.  During  the  opening  of  the  canvass  I 
remember  I  had  a  warrant  for  a  party,  bnt  the  excitement  was  so  great  in  my  county  that 
it  was  thought  better  not  to  make  an  arrest  until  after  the  election,  and  I  suspended  opera- 
tioDS  in  that  direction  altogether. 

Q.  Who  was  that  party  f — A.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Johnson — a  colored  man. 

Q.  What  was  the  excitement f — A.  Well,  it  was  thought, perhaps,  that  if  an  arrest  was 
made  that  it  might  excite  the  colored  people  of  our  county  ana  other  colored  men,  and  might 
Indnce  them  to  think  that  we  were  inclined  to  crowd  them — something  of  that  kind.  I  was 
advised  by  an  attorney  there  not  to  makiB  any  arrests  nn  til  after  the  election.  He  was  a  citi- 
zen there,  and  he  thought  I  could  make  the  arrest  afterwards,  and  I  did  not  make  the  arrest 
nntil  after  the  election. 

Q.  Why  not  make  the  arrest,  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  double  voting? — A.  It  was  not  for 
double  voting. 

Q.  What  was  it  for  ? — A.  It  was  a  case  of  assault  and  battery. 

Q.  I  was  speaking  abotit  warrants  for  men  for  double-voting.  You  said  you  had  a  large 
number  in  your  possession  to  execute.  I  want  to  know  about  those.  Please  confine  your- 
self to  those. — A.  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  perhaps  I  have  got  now  some  eight  or  ten  that  I  have 
arrested  for  the  charge  of  double  voting. 

Q.  For  the  election  two  years  before  I—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  arrest  them  ? — A.  I  can't  remember.  It  was  at  different  times.  It  has 
been  during  these  two  years. 

Q.  Was  It  not  during  the  last  canvass? — A.  No,  sir.  Very  few,  if  any,  of  them  were  ar- 
rested during  the  last  canvass. 

Q.  Since  last  June  ? — A.   I  think  it  is  likely.     I  mi^ht  one  or  two  since  last  June. 

Q.  Were  not  most  of  them  made  since  last  June  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  those  arrested  a  year  ago  ?— A.  Their  cases  are  pending  in  the  court; 
have  been  put  off  from  term  to  term,  and  have  never  come  to  trial ;  the  records  of  our  county 
were  burned,  and  the  State  has  never  been  ready  to  make  the  proofs,  and  has  in  every 
case.  I  think,  declared  themselves  not  ready  for  trial. 

Q.  Were  any  white  men  arrested  for  double  voting  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  single  arrest. 

Q.  Never  a  complaint  made  against  them  ?— -A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  colored  men  are  arrested  and  kept  in  arrest  for  a  year  or  two  without  trial  be- 
cause the  prosecution  is  not  ready  to  prosecute  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  yes,  sir ;  they  have  not 
been  ready  to  go  into  trial,  but  have  placed  them  under  bonds.  I  have  been  very  liberal  to- 
ward Chem  and  taken  bonds  for  their  appearance,  and  they  have  invariably  appeared  at  the 
courts  ready  and  willing  to  be  investigated. 

Q.  The  colored  men  generally  are  very  anxious  to  vote,  are  they  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but 
not  extremely  so,  I  think. 

Q.  They  are  willing  to  swear  their  votes  in  where  they  are  challenged  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  that  on  election-day  at  Lake  City  7 — A.  If  they  were 
challenged  ? 

Q.  Yes ;  and  ready  to  swear  in  their  votes?— A.  Yes, sir  ;  I  saw  a  good  many  who  were 
challenged  as  being  too  young,  but  willing  to  swear  they  were  twenty-one. 

Q.  Were  they  allowed  to  swear  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  all  cases  ? — A.  Well,  yes ;  there  was  a  little  hinderance  at  one  time  at  the  colored 
academy  precinct,  but  after  a  consultation  between  the  managers  of  the  election,  I  think 
with  Captain  King 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  of  this  consultation  ? — A.  I  went  into  the  room,  sir,  while 
the  question  was  pending. 

Q.  What  person's  name  was  up  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  the  name,  but  it  was 
a  party  who  was  willing  to  swear  be  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  they  refused  perhaps 
for  a  moment  to  have  him  swear,  but  after  consultation  he  swore  and  voted.  I  went  into 
the*  room ;  I  had  access  in  it ;  I  had  some  of  my  deputies  that  I  had  to  see  at  the  time,  and 
went  in  really  to  find  out  if  they  intended  to  exclude  the  man.  When  I  got  in  Captain 
King  remarked  to  ihe,  "  Call  that  young  man  up,  that  he  shall  be  sworn  and  vote." 

Q.  But  Captain  King,  as  I  understand  his  testimony,  says  there  is  only  one  whom  he 
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hesiUted  about,  with  some  persons  that  had  been  convicted  or  did  not  seem  to  have  ade- 
quate pardon,  and  an  idiot,  but  you  remember  another  case  t — A.  I  remember  the  idiot. 

Q.  I  on  remember  another  case  of  a  person  questioned  whether  he  was  old  enough  ? — A. 
So  it  seems  to  me,  but  I  may  be  mistaken  ;  but  I  think  it  was  a  case  of  a  young  man  will- 
ing to  swear  he  was  twenty* one. 

Q.  How  many  cases  of  that  kind  were  there  f  Tou  made  the  remark  that  there  were  a 
great  many  persons  swearing  in,  and  after  hesitation  about  it  and  consultation  they  were 
allowed  to  vote.    What  were  these  cases T — A.  For  different  reasons. 

Q.  What  were  the  reasons  in  their  cases  f — A.  Some  claimed  to  hav<»  the  right  to  vote 
when  convicted,  but  under  the  constitution  tb^y  were  not  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  Convicted  of  what  ? — A.  Felonies. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  a  felony  7 — ^A.  Under  our  constitution,  if  they  have  ever  gone  to  the 
penitentiary,  or  convicted  of  certain  crimes  or  certain  misdemeanors,  I  don't  remember 
which,  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  they  are  not  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  What  were  these  crimes  mentioned  f — A.  I  remember  one  case  of  a  man,  Charier 
Jones,  who  had  been  convicted  for  the  stealing  of  about  twenty-6ve  or  thirty  dollars'  worth 
of  bacon  before  the  last  election,  and  he  was  refused  voting. 

Q.  Where  was  he  ever  in  prison  f — A.  In  the  county  jail. 

Q.  Is  that  a  felony  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it,  sir  Y— A.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  sir. 

Q.  I  should  judge  so.    You  quote  the  constitution ;  do  you  remember  how  it  reads  T— A.  - 
No,  sir ;  I  do  not.    I  was  in  the  convention  when  it  was  formed,  but  I  do  not  recollect  the 
language  of  it.     I  remember  that  two  or  three  petty  larcenies  constitutetf^a  felony  under  our 
hiw. 

Q.  [Reading.  J  Section  2,  article  XIY,  says :  '*  No  person  under  guardianship,  non  com- 
pos mentis,  or  insane,  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  at  any  election  ;  nor  shall  any  person  con- 
victed of  felony  be  qualified  to  vote  at  any  election,  unless  restored  to  civil  rights  :"  and 
section  1,  chapter  Lll,  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  says :  **Any  crime  punishable  by  death,  or 
imprisonment  in  the  State  penitentiary,  is  a  felony ;  and  no  other  cnme  shall  be  so  consid- 
ered. Every  other  offense  is  a  misdemeanor."  mw,  you  say  this  person  was  punished  by 
being  confined  in  the  county  jail? — A.  I  think  so.  It  ought  to  be  a  misdemeanor.  He 
told  me  he  had  been  refused  to  vote. 

Q.  This  was  one  of  the  persons  whose  oath  was  refused? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  not 
allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  Give  me  some  other  case— you  spoke  of  a  large  number  of  cases  t— A.  Well,  sir,  if  I 
said  a  large  number  of  cases,  I  meant,  not  a  great  many  cases. 

Q.  Give  me  another  case. — A.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  can  point  to  any  particular  caae. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  a  large  number  of  cases  ? — A.  It  did  not  apply  to  the 
last  election  altogether. 

Q.  You  were  speaking  of  the  last  election,  when  Captain  King  was  accustomed  to  hold 
consultation  with  the  board. — A.  I  don't  know  of  a  great  many  cases.  I  did  not  tax  my 
memory  with  anything  of  the  kind.  I  was  from  one  precinct  to  another  during  the  day, 
and  did  not  remain  long  at  any  particular  precinct ;  what  I  know  is  only  what  I  heard,  and 
not  what  I  saw,  in  many  instances. 

Q.  Were  parties  outside  ready  to  arrest  a  nan  who  swore  if  they  made  their  affidavits  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  were  ready  to  arrest  them  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  it  is  my  duty  as  an 
officer  to  arrest  on  papers. 

Q.  Was  it  given  out  that  men  would  be  arrested  if  they  took  the  oath  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Captain  King  says  he  explained  that  to  them. 

Senator  Cooper.  He  said  no. 

Senator  Teller.  He  told  them  there  were  parties  outside  ready  to  arrest  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  were  these  parties  outside  who  were  ready  to  arrest  anybody  besides  those  for 
whom  you  had  affidavits  ? — A.  I  had  I  think  twenty-five  deputies  that  day,  with  instructions 
that  they  should  only  arrest  on  papers.    I  cannot  arrest 

Q.  Was  it  generally  known  that  these  persons  were  there  to  arrest  persons  that  vot^d  ille- 
gally f — A.  No,  sir ;  our  obiect — the  object  of  my  force — was  te  keep  down  anything  like 
riot,  and  were  not  expecting  to  make  arrests. 

Q.  Were  these  twentv-five  deputies  of  yours  white  men  ? — A.  Not  all  of  them ;  I  think, 
as  well  as  I  can  remember,  I  divided  them  equally. 

Q.  All  democrats — men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  t— A.  No,  sir.  O,  no,  sir.  I 
had  several  colored  deputies  who  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  How  many? — ^A.  I  think  at  least  half  of  my  appointees. 

Q.  They  voted  the  republican  ticket f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  their  votes  were  challenged  t — fL,  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  f —A.  I  feel  confident  that  none  of  my  appointees  were  challenged  ;  they 
were  men  whom  I  knew,  and  the  men  would  not  challenge  them,  for  they  knew  them  to  ki^ 
citizens. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  distarbanoe  at  the  polls  at  all  ? — A.  None  in  the  world. 

Q.  Wete  your  deputies  armed  7 — A.  Mot  that  I  am  aware  of.    I  do  not  really  know,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  no  weapons  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  pistol.  I  never  exposed  it,. 
though,  8\r. 

Q.  Did  others  have  pistols  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir.  In  making^  the  arrest  of  Nate 
Lyons,  he  had  a  saber  about  two  feet  loug^,  and  as  I  arrested  him  he  hauled  it  out  on  me, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  some  colored  men,  he  would  have  struck  me  with  it  They  remarked 
to  him,  *'  You  must  not  haul  that  out  on  Mr.  Tompkins,*'  and  they  took  it  away  from  him.. 
That  was  the  only  weapon  I  really  saw  all  day. 


Jacksonville,  December  29,  1876. 

THB  BITTBRMESS  TOWARD  SOUTHERN  REPUBLICANS. 

Thomas  J.  Loncs  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  7 — Answer.  Lake  City,  sir. 
-    Q.  How  long^  have  vou  lived  in  this  State  f — A.  Well,  sir,  with  the  ejEoention  of  about 
fourteen  years — I  am  nfly-two  years  old — taking^  fourteen  off  and  I  residea  twelve  yeara 
in  Georgia.    I  came  to  Florida  when  two  years  old ;  about  thirtv-five  years. 

Q.  Were  you  bom  in  Georfi^iaT— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  came  to  Florida  when  two  years  old  f 
when  I  was  very  youn^. 

Q.  Are  you  a  republican  or  a  democrat  7 — ^A.  A  republican. 

Q.  You  are  a  wnite  man  ;  I  ask  it  for  the  record  f — A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  What  offices  have  you  held  in  this  State  7— A.  When  I  was  youDjr  I  was  secretary  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida ;  and  since  then  have  held  judgeships  in  four  different  elections  and 
appointments. 

Q.  Of  what  court  Y— A.  The  circuit  court.  The  first  judgeship  I  held  was  at  Suwannee, 
and  I  was  elected  to  the  judicial  circuit  and  appointed  three  times  for  the  districL 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  office  at  the  present  time  7 — ^A.  I  do  not,  sir ;  and  have  not  for  five 
yean. 

O.  How  many  years  did  your  judicial  term  run  over  f— A.  I  held  the  office  betweem 
flight  and  nine  years,  I  think ;  and  then  resigned. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Lake  City  at  the  time  or  just  before  the  last  election  ;  immediately  before 
It  t^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  State  what  the  condition  of  things  there  was  between  the  republicans  and  demo- 
crats. ~  A.  At  the  last  election  or  the  time  before  f 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  last  election. — ^A.  This  present  election  Y 

Q.  On  November  7. — A.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling— a  good  deal  of  bitterness.  I 
might  say,  a  great  deal  of  bitterness,  more  towards  the  southern  men  and  colored  men ;  a 
bitter  feeling  towards  them. 

Q.  Southern  men  who  are  republicans  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  feeling  all  over  the  State  f  ~A.  I  suppose  the  feeling  all  over  the  State  is  mote 
bitter  toward  southern  republicans  than  toward  any  other  people  now,  and  it  is  indicated 
and  displayed  by  ostracism. 

Q.  What  form  does  that  ostracism  take  f — A.  In  social  life  and  professional  matters. 

Q.  Describe  how  it  operates. — ^A.  It  operates  this  way  :  A  great  many  men  with  whom 
I  formerly  associated  in  life  after  this  election  ostracized  me,  not  regarding  or  speaking  to  me 
the  same  as  before. 

LIFE  THREATENED. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  attempts  made  on  your  life  t— A.  I  have  knowledge 
of  only  threats. 

Q.  On  account  of  your  republicanism  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  emphaticelly  on  account  of  my 
lepublicanism ;  that  was  the  languaf^  lised. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  heme  taken  to  carry  out  those  threats  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I 
only  know  by  friends  meeting  me,  and  by  gentlemen  coming  to  my  assistance.  I  do  not 
give  them  much  chance  to  do  anything.    I  am  very  cautious  when  I  go  anywhere. 

Q.  Do  you  take  any  precaution  to  prevent  it  7 — A.  The  only  precaution  I  have  taken  is 
when  I  go  down  through  the  town  to  the  train,  I  am  certain  not  to  g^  on  the  direct  Toad 
home ;  have  not  done  it  since  the  election,  since  I  have  heard  of  these  threats. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  parties  approaching  your  house  for  the  purpose  of  molesting 
yoo  t — ^A.  The  only  circumstance  connected  with  that  is,  I  had  a  little  box  of  orange  trees 
at  the  end  of  mv  passage-wav  where  I  sit  down  during  the  day.  Two  nights  after  the 
election  someboay  sat  there  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  and  there  were  footsteps  up  the 
steps  and  back. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  of  your  servants  with  reference  to  it  t — A,  I  inquired  of 
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the  servant  as  to  who  sat  in  there.    The  onlj  servant  about  the  hoase  is  a  little  |i^l,  and  the 
footsteps  were  nearly  the  sise  of  mine  on  the  steps.     Who  did  it  I  don*t  know. 

Q.  Have  you  At  any  time  considered  your  life  in  danger  on  acconnt  of  theie  threats  T— A. 
I  have,  most  emphatically,  sir.     I  have  seen  enongh  to  feel  so  at  last 

By  Senator  CooPRR : 

Q.  When  were  the  threats  made  f  ^A.  I  had  better  state  the  facts  exactly. 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  A  day  or  two  after  the  election  I  took  an  affidavit  with  regard  to  the 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — ^A.  A  day  or  two  after  the  election  I  took  an  affidavit  with  regard  to  the 
•election.  A  neighbor  of  mine,  to  whom  I  pledged  my  honor  not  to  reveal  his  name,  be- 
<uiU8e  it  wonld  cost  him  his  life,  came  to  me  quietly ;  he  is  a  respectable  gentleman,  and  said, 
'*  Judge,  I  feel  more  like  crying  than  talking  to  you.'*  He  is  one  of  the  very  best  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  He  said,  **  I  was  where  I  ought  not  to  have  been  last  night.  I  was  eaves- 
dropping, but  could  not  help  it.  I  heard  some  friends  swear  that  they  wonld  take  your  life 
I  cannot  give  you  the  names,  because  it  would  cost  roe  my  life  if  I  would  reveal  diieir  names. 
I  can  only  say  these  men  are  apparently  your  friends."  That  happened  the  second  nig^t 
after  the  election.  The  gentleman  who  told  me  this  is  a  man  of^  family,  and  has  three  or 
four  children.  He  said  to  me,  *' Don't  reveal  this."  He  would  not  permit  me  to  give  his 
name,  and  ]  am  under  positive  obligation  not  to  do  it. 

Q.  He  is  a  neighbor  of  yours  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  agree  with  the  same  party  you  do  t — A.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  democrat ;  but  he  is 
a  friend  of  mine,  and  said  he  did  it  to  save  my  life.  I  believe  he  was  more  disposed  to  shed 
tears  when  he  told  me;  and  told  me  to  be  guarded  and  not  to  come  down  town,  and  I  have 
staid  from  there  since  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  My  son-in-law  heard  of  the  threats 
against  me,  and  my  daughter  came  out  to  my  house  and  informed  my  family  and  told  them 
to  ask  her  father  not  to  come  down  to  town,  as  there  was  so  much  feeling  and  excitement. 

Q.  Did  he  give  the  names  of  the  m^n  who  made  the  threats  f — A.  My  daughter  did  not 
tell  my  wife. 

Q.  I  mean  the  gentleman  f— -A.  No,  sir;  it  would  cost  him  his  life  to  do  it,  to  give  me 
his  namp. 

Q.  The  gentleman  did  not  give  you  any  names  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  would  give  him  trouble 
to  give  me  the  names. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  they  intended  to  do  it  7 — A.  It  do.  It  was  on  account  of 
the  fact,  I  suppose,  that  they  said  that  I  was  interfering  with  the  contesting  of  the  election. 

Q.  You  interfered  with  the  countf — A.  No,  sir;  on  the  ground  ot  contesting  the  election; 
it  was  after  that. 

Q.  It  was  on  account  of  your  contesting  the  election  ?— That  is  it;  it  was  not  counting, 
nothing  of  the  sort. 

Q.  No  one  ever  made  any  attempt  on  your  life  that  you  know  of? — A.  Not  lately.  I  have 
had  them  to  insult  me  publicly  in  the  street. 

Q.  6iiice  that  7 — A.  8ince  I  left  here  last  week.    On  the  open  streets. 

Q.  Howf — A.  While  passing  them,  I  heard  them  say,  **  There  goes  that  God  damned 
old  radical  rascal.''  You  can  hear  that  whenever  you  want  to  up  there  of  southern  repub* 
licans. 

Q.  But  you  have  had  no  attack  on  your  life  since,  that  you  know  off — A.  No  personal 
attack.  None  by  striking  at  me  or  shooting  at  me,  nothing  of  the  sort.  If  there  has  been, 
I  don't  know  it. 


Jacksonville,  Dtctmher  30,  1876. 

THE  MURDER  OF  SENATOR  JOHNSON. 

Robert  B.  Archibald  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  this  State  ? — Answer.  Circuit  judge  of  the  fourth 
judicial  circuit 

Q.  How  many  counties  compose  your  circuit  and  what  are  they  ? — A.  There  are  six  coun- 
ties in  my  circuit.    Nassau,  Duval,  Baker,  Bradford,  Clay,  and  Saint  John's. 

Q:  How  long  have  you  been  judge  of  this  circuit  7 — A.  Nearly  four  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  native  State  T — A.  I  was  bom  in  Scotland. 

Q.  From  what  State  did  you  come  to  this  State  ? — A.  I  lived  in  Illinois  about  fifteen 
years  prior  to  coming  to  Florida. 

Q.  Were  you  upon  the  bench  at  the  time  that  the  trial  of  a  person  accused  of  the  murder 
of  Senator  Johnson  took  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  conduct  the  preliminary  examination  before  the  trial t — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was 
before  me. 

Q.  Please  state  where  that  preliminary  examination  was  held  and  the  circumstances  coi»> 
nected  with  it. — A.  It  was  held  in  the  court-room  up-stairs. 

Q.  In  this  city  t — A.    In  the  city  of  Jacksonville. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Testimony  op  robeet  b.  Archibald.      273 

Q.  Go  on  and  make  a  full  statement  with  reference  to  it.  Who  was  the  person  accused 
and  who  defended  him  f — A.  His  name  was  Hamej  Richard.  He  was  defended  at  the  pre- 
liminary examination  or  represented  by  seven  attorneys. 

VOLUNTEER  COUNSEL. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  attorneys  were  employed  or  appointed  by  the  court,  or 
were  volunteers  f— A.  I  was  informed  by  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  that  at  least 
fire  of  the  seven  tendered  their  services ;  that  they  were  not  employed  by  the  defendant  or 
by  any  one  in  his  behalf. 

Q.  Did  they  appear  during^  the  preliminaiy  examination  and  show  the  interest  of  attor- 
neys f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  around  the  defendant  and  advised  together  as  counsel 
ttBQimydo  in  representing  a  client. 

Q.  What  was  the  politics  of  these  lawyers  ?— A.  They  were  all  democrats. 

Q.  Proceed  with  the  circumstances  of  the  investigation  f— A.  An  affidavit  was  made 
before  me,  charging  the  murder  of  Dr.  E.  0.  Johnson  upon  Harney  Richard,  and  upon  that 
affidavit  a  warrant  was  issued. 

Q.  When  was  it  alleged  that  this  murder  was  committed  f — A.  On  the  21st  of  July,  1875. 

Q.  In  what  county  f — ^A.  In  the  county  of  Nassau. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  position  Johnson  held  at  that  time  in  this  State? — ^A.  He  was 
State  senator  from  Columbia  County.  I  don*t  know  whether  any  other  county  was  in  his 
senatorial  district  or  not,  but  he  resided  in  Columbia  County,  and  represented  that  county. 

A  TIE  IN    THE  SENATE. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  the  condition  of  the  senate  was  at  that  time  as  to  parties  7 — 
A.  The  senate  was  a  tie  that  winter.  At  the  last  session  of  the  ieg^lature,  held  a  year  ago 
last  January,  there  were  12  republicans  and  12  democrats. 

Q.  Was  Johnson  a  republican  or  democrat  f — A.  He  was  a  republican. 

Q.  Proceed. — A.  Ricnard  was  arrested  and  brought  before  me,  and  at  the  time  fixed  his 
counsel  appeared  for  him,  and  by  agreement  a  time  was  fixed  for  a  preliminary  bearing.  At 
the  time  appointed  the  examination  began,  he  being  represented  by  the  counsel  I  have  spoken 
of,  and  the  preliminary  hearing  lasted  four  days,  I  think.  Believing  that  there  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  warrant  and  iustify  me  in  holding  him  for  an  investigation  by  the  grand 
jury,  I  did  so ;  at  least  I  held  him  on  large  bail. 

Q.  Was  the  eviienceon  that  examination  substantially  the  same  as  upon  the  final  trial  7 — 
A.  It  was  the  same  so  far  as  it  went.  On  behalf  of  the  State  there  was  additional  evidence 
on  the  trial,  and  a  great  amount  without  any  addition. 

Q.  Before  I  ask  yon  with  reference  to  that  evidence  on  the  final  trial,  I  will  ask  what  was 
the  condition  of  the  public  mind  at  the  time  this  trial  took  place  f — A.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  excitement  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  arrest  was  made,  and  during  the  exam- 
ination the  court-room  was  crowded  with  spectators.  There  were  threats,  or  at  least  rumors 
of  threats,  of  a  rescue  from  the  sheriff,  and  under  such  apprehension  the  sheriff  took  him  to 
and  from  the  court-room  in  a  carriage,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  escape  in  case  of  any  such  at- 
tempt 

Q.  From  what  class  of  the  community  did  these  threats  come,  and  the  apprehension  of 
lescuc ;  from  which  political  party  T — ^A.  It  was  from  the  democratic  party  here. 

POLITICAL  PEELING. 

Q.  Did  the  democratic  paper  here  take  any  interest  in  the  matter  f — A.  The  democratic 
paper  took  a  very  great  interest  in  the  matter,  and  at  once  assumed  the  po>iti  m,  before  any 
evidence  was  given  at  all,  that  he  was  entirely  innocent,  and  that  it  was  a  political  trick  or 
plan  on  the  part  of  the  republicans  to  convict  this  man  on  account  of  politics,  and  to  cast 
odium  upon  the  democratic  party ;  and,  having  assumed  that  position,  the  paper  used  the 
mo^t  violent  and  abusive  language  that  could  be  used,  tending  to  villify  the  officers  of  the 
court  and  to  arouse,  it  appeared  to  me,  a  strong  sentiment  in  tavor  of  the  defendant  to  an- 
ticipate the  legal  proceedings. 

Q.  At  the  close  of  the  examination,  after  he  was  held  to  bail,  were  the  proceedings  before 
you  published  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  published  in  this  paper,  and  in  tact 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  What  paper  was  that  f — ^A.  The  Jacksonville  Press,  and  they  were  also  published  in 
Um  other  papers,  and  after  that  it  was  compiled  in  pamphlet  form  and  circulated  through  the 
eeutttry  in  that  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Circulated  largely  7— A.  Yes,  sir,  very  largely  circulated  ;  it  seemed  to  be  in  every- 
body's hands. 

t^.  Were  the  simple  proceedings  before  the  court  in  that  pamphlet  or  the  editorial  com- 
ments  of  the  character  you  mentioned  T — A.  There  was  the  evidence  perverted  to  some  ex- 
tent— not  given  properly— and  editorial  comments  abusing  the  court  and  counsel ;  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  there  were  comments  purporting  to  be  the  comments  of  the  attorneys  in 
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the  case ;  and  these  notes  or  comments  of  the  attoniejs  were  also  of  a  very  abusive  charac* 
ter  to  the  court.     I  think  there  ma,y  be  some  of  those  pamphlets  in  this  building. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  have  jou  mruish  the  committee  with  a  copy. — A.  I  will  endeavor  to 
get  a  copy. 

Q.  You  say  the  comments  were  abusive  of  the  counsel  for  the  State  ?— A.  Abusive  of  the 
eounsel  for  the  State,  and  principally  a^fainst  the  court— against  myself. 

THEORIES  OF  THE  DEFENSE. 

Q.  In  the  preliminary  examination,  what  was  the  theory  of  the  defense  f — A.  The  theory  of 
the  defense  was  substantially  an  alibi ;  and  their  theory  was,  (as  presented  by  Judge  Baker, 
who  was  of  counsel  for  the  defendant,  as  he  stated,  and  thereafter  thrown  out  of  record,  as 
there  was  no  evidence  of  it  whatever,)  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Henderson,  who  bad  an 
old  grudge  against  the  deceased,  Dr.  Johnson,  had  come  down  from  North  Carolina  and 
killed  him,  specifying  that  this  old  grudge  was  one  of  ten  or  lifteen  years*  standing.  That 
was  the  theory  at  the  preliminary  examination. 

Q.  Was  that  theory  persisted  in  afterward  f— A.  No,  sir;  that  was  abandoned ;  bnt  there 
was  a  theory  before  the  examination  took  place,  and  that  was  that  it  was  a  negro  who  killed 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  that  he  had  been  too  familiar  with  the  negro's  wife. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  that  whatever  f— A.  Not  at  all.  That  was  abandoned  be* 
fore  theprelimlnary  examination  ;  that  was  simply  reported  in  the  papers  and  on  the  streets. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  theory  besides  the  alibi  that  you  remember  after  the  preliminary 
examination  T — A.  No,  sir ;   they  depended  entirely  on  the  alibi. 

Q.  You  say  on  the  testimony  before  you  that  you  thought  it  serious  enough  to  bind 
fiichard  over  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  were  three  principal 
witnesses  who  testified  to  the  most  important  facts  of  the  case,  and  who  recognized  the  de- 
fendant as  the  man  whoji  they  had  seen  at  different  points  leading  to  the  scene  of  the  mur- 
der. 

Q.  All  this  testimony  was  subsequently  offered  on  the  trial ;  this  part  now  specified  with 
the  rest  7  —A.  Yes,  sir. 

CIRCtMSTAKCES  OF  THE  MURDER. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances  was  it  shown  the  killing  took  place  T — A.  The  killing  was 
shown  to  have  taken  place  in  this  way :  Dr.  Johnson  was  going  from  a  store-house  to  his 
residence  a  little  after  dark,  and  the  flash  of  a  gun  was  seen  and  the  report  heard,  and  then 
Johnson  was  heard  to  call  out  for  them  to  come  to  him ;  called  out  for  help.  And  it  ap- 
peared in  evidence  that  the  party  or  parties  who  were  present  (it  was  supposed  that  there  were 
two  who  were  present  at  the  murder)  were  in  the  cut  of  the  railroad.  It  was  right  by  the  raiU 
foad ;  right  down  in  the  cut ;  and  that  they  leaned  the  gun  or  held  the  gun  over  the  bank, 
and  fired  in  that  way.  Foot-prints  were  seen  at  the  place  where  the  flash  of  the  gun  had 
been  seen,  which  were  supposed  to  be  the  foot-prints  ot  the  parlies  who  fired  the  shot. 

Q.  Now  state  what  the  evidence  was  as  showing  any  identity  between  the  assassin  and 
Richard. — A.  The  defendant,  Richard,  was  a  man  of  very  marked  appearance  ;  very  dark 
complexion,  swarthy;  very  prominent  forehead;  black,  piercing  eyes,  and  sharp  chin, 
and  the  jaws  seemed  to  be  quite  prominent  at  the  sides.  The  witnesses,  I  have  forgotten 
the  names  of  all  of  them,  or  some  of  them — if  I  had  the  names  of  tlie  witnesses  I  could 
recall  where  they  saw  him  at. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Had  yon  not  better  get  that  pamphlet  7    It  will  recall  the  facts.  --A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  will 
get  it.    [The  witness  retired  to  procure  the  pamphlet.] 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Have  you  found  the  pamphlet,  judge  ? — A.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  ona  in  the 
building.    I  have  one  at  my  own  house. 

Q.  You  can  proceed.  If  you  do  not  remember  the  names  of  the  witnesses  yon  can  re- 
member their  testimony. — A,  I  remember  the  names  of  some  of  them.  Amos  Robinson 
was  one  uf  the  principal  witnesses  in  the  case.  He  was  with  the  man  most  of  the  day,  or  at 
the  same  house. 

Q.  With  Johnson? — A.  With  Richard;  at  least  he  so  stated  in  his  evidence.  He 
groomed  his  horse  and  fed  it,  and  recognized  the  horse  as  the  same. 

Q.  At  what  house  was  that?  How  far  from  the  scene? — A.  That  was  about,  as  I 
understand  it,  a  half  mile  from  where  Dr.  Johnson  was  killed — a  half  mile  or  a  mile. 
Then  another  witness  was  a  Mr.  Gibbs.  He  recognized  him,  and  stated  in  evidence  that 
he  had  known  him ;  that  he  had  lived  on  an  adjoining  plantation  before  and  during  the 
war,  and  had  seen  him  frequently  and  knew  him  well,  and  he  recognized  him  as  the  man 
who  passed  him,  either  the  morning  before  the  murder  or  the  evening  before  that,  ueer  the 
scene  of  the  murder.  There  were  Kve  or  six  witnesses,  some  of  whom  identified  both  the 
man  and  the  horse,  and  others  recognized  the  horse  as  the  same  horse. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q,  How  far  from  the  scene  ? — ^A.  Close  by ;  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Hart^s  Road,  where 
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the  murder  was  committed.  One  of  the  witDesses  at  tbe  preliminarj  examination  was  not 
present  at  the  trial ;  a  very  important  witness.  He  statjd  to  me,  and  tbe  statement  I  regard 
now,  as  I  have  always  regarded  it,  as  the  reason  why  be  was  not  present.  „^i 

By  Senator  Coofer  : 
Q.  Did  he  state  it  to  yon  in  court? — A.  Just  before  the  court  convened  ;  just  before  the 
preliminary  examination. 
Q.  That  is  hardly  competent.  ^ 

The  Chairman.  Let  us  hear  the  statement. 
Mr.  Cooper.  If  you  say  it  is  competent,  all  right. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  means  employed  to  keep  witnesses  for  tbe  prosecation  from  ap- 
pearing f— A.  Personally,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  state  of  public  feeling  against  the  prosecutors  was  such  as 
to  deter  witnesses  from  testifying  or  from  appearing  at  tbe  trial  f — A.  I  know  that  there  was 
a  Tery  intense  feeling  against  all  connected  with  the  prosecution  of  that  case. 

WITNESS  FRIGHTENED  AWAY. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  witnesses  who  testified  at  the  preliminary  examination  who  did  not 
appear  at  the  trial  from  personal  apprehension  of  danger  to  tbemselres  f — A.  I  could  not  say 
of  my  own  knowledge  what  the  reasons  were  for  their  absence. 

s^  Q.  You  only  know  what  they  told  vou  f — A.  I  know  from  what  they  told  me,  and  I  read 
the  affidavit  of  the  deputy  sheriff  with  regard  to  wbat  another  bad  said. 

Q.  Were  tbe  reasons  given  of  a  nature  to  show  intimidation  ? 

Senator  Cooper.  Tbat  would  be  incompetent. 

The  Chairman.  I  decide  for  him  to  state  them. 

Senator  Cooper.  I  object  to  the  testimony  of  any  hearsay  evidence  upon  the  part  of  any- 
body. 

Tbe  Chairman.  I  rule  that  tbe  witness  can  state  tbe  reason  given  by  this  witness  to 
him  why  he  did  not  testify  and  would  not  appear. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  the  witness  living  T — A.  I  have  not  beard  of  bim  since.    I  do  not  know  whether  he 
.is  Irving  or  not.    He  has  moved  away  from  where  be  lived  at  tbat  time ;  he  moved  away 
soon  a&r  the  preliminary  examination. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  was  his  name ;  do  you  remember  T — ^A.  His  name  was  Mac.  Thompson. 
A  witness  not  ready  to  die. 

Q.  Ton  can  make  the  replv. — A.  He  stopped  me  as  I  was  going  np-stairs  and  called  me 
to  one  side.  Savs  be,  "  Jud^  Idon*t  want  to  testify  in  this  case,  because,"  savs  he,  **  my 
evidence  would  be  against  Richard;  and  the  fact  is,  I  know  these  men,"  speaking  of  the 
Richard  famil v  and  their  friends,  *'  and  I  am  not  quite  ready  to  die,  and  whatever  is  gotten 
out  of  me  will  have  to  be  in  answer  to  questions.  I  do  not  dare  to  volunteer  anything; 
of  course  when  a  man  is  asking  me,  I  am  compelled  to  tell  the  truth ;  but  I  won*t  say  any- 
thing more  than  simply  to  answer  the  question." 

Q.  Did  be  testify  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  the  nreliminary  examination  ? — A.  He  testified  then. 

Q.  What  was  nis  evidence  before  the  preliminary  examination  f — A.  His  evidence  at  the 
preliminary  hearing  was  that  be  resided  near  the  railroad,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sanderson, 
Baker  Countv ;  and  that  just  about  breakfast  time  a  man  rode  up  to  his  hoase,  dismounted, 
and  came  to  bis  door.  He  invited  bim  in,  and  he  sat  down,  and  upon  his  invitation  he  took 
breakfast  with  bim.  He  testified  tbat  tbe  man  stated  to  bim  tbat  lie  had  been  riding  nearly 
all  night,  and  that  be  inquired  tbe  way  to  Hart's  Road.  He  asked  him  if  he  knew  Dr. 
Johnson.  I  have  forgotten  whether  be  said  he  knew  him  or  not.  He  asked  him  if  there 
were  many  negroes  in  the  vicinity  of  Hart's  Roadt  I  have  forgotten  what  his  reply  was 
to  that.     He  had  a  double-barreled  shot-gun  with  bim. 

Q.  The  person  7 — A.  The  person  who  came  to  the  house,  he  said,  had  a  double-barreled  shot- 
fcnn  Hesaid  that  he  volunteered  the  remark  that  it  was  necessarv  to  carry  arms  in  traveling 
through  the  country  ou  account  of  the  negroes.  He  then  testified  tbat  a  conversation  was  in- 
troduced by  Richard,  I  think  it  was  by  Richard,  in  regard  to  a  difiiculty  between  Dr.  Johnson 
and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Berry  Daniels,  said  to  be  a  desperate  character  up  in  the  vicinity 
of  Lake  City ;  and  in  the  conversation  it  was  remarked  that  that  was  made  up  between  them. 
Mac  Thompson  said  that  was  all  made  up  between  them.  Richard  remarked  tnen— the  man — 
that  is  perhaps  better  than  to  say  Richard — the  man  that  came  there  and  took  breakfast  re- 
markea  that  Daniels  would  kill  him  yet.  He  said  they  sat  on  opposite  sides  of  tbe  table  for 
nearly  half  an  hour  conversing  and  eating.  Then  tbe  question  was  put  to  him  whether  he 
identified  the  defendant  as  the  man  who  took  breakfast  at  his  house,  to  which  he  replied,  I 
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tfaiiik  his  exact  langpiage  was,  "  that  he  looks  exactly  like  the  man."  Then  he  was  asked  if 
be  had  seen  the  horse  or  mare  that  was  in  the  stable  here,  that  was  brought  here  at  the  time 
Richard  was  brought — the  time  he  was  arrested — and  he  said  he  had.  He  was  asked  if  he 
identified  that  horse  or  mare  as  the  same  which  the  stranger  rode  who  took  breakfast  with 
him.  That  was  on  Monday  morning  before  the  murder.  He  said  that  he  thought  it  was  the 
same  animal.     It  looked  exactly  like  the  same  animal. 

Q.  Did  this  witness  appear  at  the  trial  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  never  appeared.  He  moved 
away  from  that  vicinity,  so  I  understood. 

Q.  Was  an  effort  made  to  get  him  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  two  attachments  were  sent  in 
the  endeavors  to  get  him  there  and  he  was  not  found.  The  return  on  the  attachment  was, 
**hewas  not  found." 

Q.  That  was  substantially  the  case  of  the  prosecution,  was  it  f — A.  That  was  the  evidence 
of  one  of  the  witnesses. 

MYSTERIES  OF  BOOK-KEEPING. 

Q.  That  which  you  have  stated  up  to  this  tiaie  was  substantially  the  case  of  the  prosecu- 
tion, or  were  there  any  other  circumstances  in  the  evidence  ? — A.  There  were  circumstances 
at  the  preliminary  hearing  other  than  the  evidence  of  those  witnesses  that  led  me  to  believe 
that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  hold  him,  and  that  evidence  was  furnished  by  the  de- 
tense.  The  witnesses  for  the  defense  and  the  evidence  of  a  book  that  was  brought  in  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  correspond. 

Q.  State  what  the  evidence  was,  and  what  the  book  was. — A.  One  of  the  principal  wit- 
nesses, perhaps  the  principal  witness,  for  the  defense  was  a  Mr.  Whetstone,  a  merchant  at  a 
place  called  Keno,  in  Columbia  County. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  scene  of  the  murder  ? — A.  That  was  in  the  evidence  nearly  a  hun- 
dred miles  from  (he  scene  of  the  murder  at  Hart*s  Road.  He  testified  that  Richard  was  at 
his  store  about  a  week  before  the  day  of  the  murder  and  purchased  a  quantity  of  corn ;  that 
he  took  most  of  the  com  away  with  him,  and  came  back  on  the  21st  of  Julv,  the  day  of 
the  murder,  for  the  balance ;  and  that  he  saw  him  in  the  store  on  that  day,  he  having  come 
for  the  balance  of  the  com.  To  corroborate  that,  at  least  I  understood  it  to  be  in  corrobora- 
tion—intended  to  be  so^they  presented  the  ledger  of  this  man  Whetstone,  and  I  noticed  in 
Richard's  account  a  charge  of  a  date  previous  to  the  21st;  about  a  week  previous,  five 
bushels  of  com  at  one  dollar  a  bushel,  carried  out ;  then  there  was  a  charge  dated  the  21  st, 
the  day  of  the  murder,  of  one-half  bushel  of  corn,  charged  63  cents.  The  date  appeared 
to  be  an  erasure.  There  had  been  an  erasure  of  that  date  and  21  put  in  the  place  of  what 
had  been  there  before.  The  defendant's  counsel,  upon  examination,  admitted  that  there  was 
an  erasure. 

Q.  Was  your  inference  because  the  second  half-bushel  of  corn  was  of  that  quantity  and 
of  different  price,  and  not  part  of  the  original  purchase  T— A.  There  was  another  witness  by 
the  name  of  Martin,  who  testified  that  he  also  saw  Mr.  Richard  in  Mr.  Whetstone's  store  on 
that  day,  and  that  he  w  as  present  at  the  time  of  the  conversation  between  Richard  and 
Whetstone  with  reference  to  the  corn.  He  said  that  Richard  asked  Whetstone,  '*  Can't 
you  let  me  have  any  com  to-day?"  Whetstone  replied,  **How  much  do  you  want  I"  to 
which  Richard  replied,  **About  half  a  bushel."  Well,  that  evidence  led  me  to  believe  that 
there  might  be  some  mistake  or  doubt  in  regard  to  the  evidence,  and  I  concluded  that  if  there 
had  been  a  purchase  of  that  quantity  of  corn  a  week  before  the  day  of  the  murder,  that  it 
was  probably  all  the  same  price ;  that  a  dollar  a  bushel  was  not  to  be  charged  for  five  bush- 
els and  then  half  a  bushel  charged  63  cents.  And  it  seemed  to  me  a  strange  thing  that  in 
purchasing  a  quantity  of  com  a  man  should  canraway  five  bushels  and  leave  half  a  bushel ; 
and  then  it  struck  me  that  if  be  came  back,  as  Mr.  Whetstone  said  he  did,  to  get  the  balance 
of  the  corn,  that  he  would  say,  **  I  have  come  for  the  balance  of  that  com,"  instead  of  ask- 
ing Whetstone  if  he  would  let  him  have  any  com  to^iay.  Then  it  struck  me  if  there  was 
half  a  bushel  of  com  due  on  the  pre\ious  contract,  that  Mr.  Whetstone  would  not  ask  how 
much  he  wanted,  and  that  the  conversation  would  be  in  reference  to  the  balance  he  had  come 
for.  That  was  one  of  the  points  which  strack  me  as  something  against  the  defendant, 
together  with  tbis  erasure  in  the  book.  And  another  circumstance  that  strack  me  as  beinff 
unfavorable  to  him  was  that  the  ledger  was  brought  at  all,  instead  of  the  book  of  original 
entries — the  day-book. 

Q.  Was  tbis  evidence  introduced  on  the  trial  7— A.  The  ledger  was  not  brought  at  the 
trial.  A  duces  tecum  was  served  by  the  State  on  Mr.  Whetstone,  commanding  him  to  bring 
that  ledger,  but  the  ledger  was  not  brought  Instead  of  that  they  brought  what  he  said 
was  the  book  of  original  entries  or  day-book.  It  was  a  quantity  of  letter-paper,  [pointiBg,] 
just  about  as  much  as  there  is  here. 

Q.  About  a  quire  7 — A  It  seemed  to  be  about  that  size,  Lin<)icating  a  quire,  ]  sewed  to- 
gether, and  had  very  much  the  appearance  of  the  paper  I  have  in  my  hand. 

Q.  Letter-paper  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  that  book  show  f— A.  That  book  had  the  entry. 

Q.  Was  there  a  difference  in  price  still  on  that  book  f — A.  The  same  difference  in  price  ; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  erasure  of  the  date  7~A.  No  erasure  there ;  no,  sir.    The  book  was  remark- 
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ably  clean  and  neat  for  the  book  of  an  extensive  merchant  doing  a  large  business,  as  was 
tMtifiedto. 

Q.  Cleaner  than  the  ledger  f — A.  Yes ;  very  clean,  very  naat,  and  much  cleaner. 

Q.  Was  it  an  unbound  book  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  unbound— just  letter-paper  sewed  together. 

Q.  Was  the  ledger  a  bound  book  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  material  testimony  for  the  prosecution  and  defense,  was  it  f — ^A.  The 
defense  relied  upon  an  alibi,  and  there  were  a  number  of  witnesses  introduced  who  testified 
at  to  having  seen  him  on  that  day,  the  21st  of  July,  in  the  vicinity  of  Keno. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  jury  did  you  have? — ^A.  With  reference  to  color  do  you  mean,  or^— 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  There  were  two  colored  men  on  the  jury  and  ten  white. 

Q.  Was  it  a  jury  of  intelligence,  or  otherwise? — A.  I  did  not  regard  it  as  a  very  intelli- 
gent jury.  The  majority  of  them  were  country  people ;  some  two  or  three  were  living  in 
the  town  of  Femandioa. 

Q-  What  was  the  verdict  of  the  jury  ?— A.  The  verdict  was,  **  Not  guilty." 

A  TESTIMONIAL  TO  THE  PROSECUTING  ATTORNEY. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  circumstance  with  reference  to  the  matter  which  occurs  to  you? — 
A.  There  was  a  circumstance  that  occurred  immediately  after  that  that  had  some  relation  to 
the  trial,  if  that  is  what  you  wish. 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A  There  was  a  very  bitter  feeling  against  the  State's  attorney  for  prose- 
cuting,  and  immediately  after  his  return  to  Jacksonville  he  rfsceived — and  I  saw  the  article — 
a  square  box  through  the  express-office.  The  box  contained  a  wreath  of  weeds,  and  entwined 
among  the  weeds  was  a  snake,  and  a  card  was  in  the  box  with  the  words,  **  From  the  ladies 
of  Femandina."  ^ 

Q.  What  were  the  politico  of  this  prosecuting  officer ;  republican  or  democrat  ? — A.  He  is 
a  southern  man,  a  native  of  Florida.  For  some  years  he  has  been  neutral  in  politics,  tak- 
ing no  part  in  them  at  all.  I  think  at  the  last  election  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  but  I 
know  tnat  his  attempt  has  been  to  keep  out  of  politics. 

THE  PUBUC  SENTIMENT  TOWARD  REPUBLICANS. 

Q.  What  is  the  public  sentiment  and  action  toward  republicans,  white  or  black,  in  your 
circuit,  from  your  observation  ? — A.  The  public  sentiment  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  say  on  the  part  of  democrats? — A.  I  think  that  the  feeling  is  rather 
bitter  toward  republicans.    They  don*t  show  any  social  courtesies  to  us  that  are  here. 

Q.  Not  to  quite  respectable  republicans  ?~A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  lived  in  the  State  seven 
years,  and  my  family  have  lived  here  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  I  don't  remember  of 
ever  being  invited  into  a  southern  gentleman's  house.  The  social  relations  are  entirely  dis- 
connected ;  but  we  don't  complain  of  that  here.  We  can  get  along  without  them.  I  merely 
state  it  as  a  matter  of  fact.  There  are  republicans  enough  here  to  make  a  society  of  our 
own. 

Q.  Does  that  condition  of  things  exist  at  the  time  of  a  heated  election  or  is  it  from  year's 
end  to  year's  end  ? — A.  All  the  time,  so  far  as  I  know ;  it  is  a  deliberate  plan  to  ostracize 
northern  people  who  express  any  sentiments  in  politics  favorable  to  the  republican  party. 

Q.  Suppose  a  northern  man  comes  here  of  intelligence  and  acts  with  the  democratic  party, 
is  he  received  into  the  society  of  southern  gentlemen  and  ladies  ? — A.  My  recollection  is  that 
they  do  receive  him.  I  think  they  do.  I  think  they  are  admitted  into  the  society  of  what 
they  term  "our  people."    That  is  an  expression  peculiar  here,  •*  our  people." 

Q.  How  is  it  with  reference  to  the  business  patronage  of  northern  republicans  who  have 
settled  here  ?~A.  Well,  I  am  not  sure  that  there  has  been  any  distinction  previous  to  this 
campaign.  I  think  that  in  matters  of  business  they  have  made  no  difference  and  have 
traded  with  northern  merchants  and  northern  people  have  traded  with  them  without  refer- 
ence to  that. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  A  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB. 

Q.  How  has  it  been  during  this  campaign  ?— A.  I  think  there  has  been  a  difference  dur- 
ing the  campaign.  It  became  so  heated  that  what  is  known  as  the  democratic  club  passed 
resolutions  to  the  effect  that  thev  would  only  have  dealings  with  democrats.  They  have 
been  known  to  ask  the  politics,  how  men  were  going  to  vote,  before  they  would  trade  with 
them,  and  would  state  toat  they  could  only  support  and  trade  with  those  who  voted  with 
them  this  time — that  the  crisis  had  come. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  any  pressure  has  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  colored  republicans  ? — A.  Nothing  further  than  that  resolution  not  to  employ 
men  who  would  not  vote  and  act  with  them.    I  do  not  know  of  any  individual  case. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Which  party  has  the  majority  in  this  county  ? — A.  The  republican  party. 

Q.  Largely  ?— A.  Well,  I  think  the  vote  for  the  national  ticket  was  930. 

Q.  In  a  business  point  of  view  they  are  independent  of  the  democrats,  are  they  not? — 
A.  I  think  they  are. 

Q.  They  can  make  their  own  society  and  are  independent  of  them  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  we 
don't  associate  together. 
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Q.  The  minority  would  be  the  democrats  in  society  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  would  not, 

Q.  The  others  are  in  the  majority f — A.  No,  sir;  they  would  not.  When  I  speak  of  soci 
ety  I  do  not  include  the  colored  people. 

Q.  Why  not  ?~A.  Because  they  do  not  usnally  associatej,  the  whites  and  colored  people. 

Q.  Is  that  80  with  the  republicans f~ A.  That  is  so  in  their  social  relations. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean. — A.  They  don*t  visit  each  other*s  houses  to  any  extent. 

Q.  Then  that  is  not  confined  to  parties  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  reo^ard  to  that. 

Q.  To  white  republicans  as  well  as  to  white  democrats  T — A.  Ithink  so.  I  do  not  think 
tbey  visit  their  houses ;  don*t  think  they  do  to  any  very  f^eat  extent.  I  know  of  people, 
northern  ladies  calling  for  charitable  purposes  and  to  see  their  condition,  &c,  but  not  80<5i- 
allv. 

Q.  You  have  seen  southern  ladies  do  the  same,  haven* t  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know 
of  any  to  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Of  your  own  knowledge  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  in  business  relations  there  was  no  difference  prior  to  the  late  canvass  ? — ^A* 
No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unfriendly  feeling  between  the  two  parties,  what  you  call  unfriendly 
feelings ;  have  you  any  unfriendly  feelings  with  the  bar  or  the  bar  with  you.  beyond  social 
life,  I  mean  ;  have  your  busineFs  relations  been  pleasant  ? — A.  Always  pleasant. 

Q.  With  the  bar ;  the  bar  is  mostly  democratic,  are  they  not  T — A.  The  majority  are 
democratic 

Q.  Well,  at  this  trial  of  Johnson's,  you  say  the  defense  was  an  alibi  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

%  Tbey  proved  an  alibi  by  a  large  number  of  witnesses  if  they  were  to  be  believed  t — A. 
he  witnesses  told  the  truth  they  proved  an  alib\ 

Q.  Conclusively  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  a  large  number  of  witnesses  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  circumstances  you  detailed  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  the  strongest  cir- 
cumstances introduced  T — A.  The  circumstances  in  regard  to  tne  recognition  T 

Q.  Yes.  Have  you  presented  the  strongest  circumstances  for  the  prosecution? — A.  I 
think  I  mentioned  these  ;  yes,  sir. 

NO  IDENTIFICATION  AT  THE  TIME  OP  THE  SHOOTING. 

Q.  There  was  no  identitv  of  the  roan  that  did  the  shooting,  I  mean  at  the  time  of  the 
shooting,  was  there  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  witness  who  identified  him  there  ? — A.  No  one  saw  the  roan  who  fired. 

Q.  It  was  simply  the  circumstances  leading  there  before  or  after  the  transaction,  placing 
this  man  in  the  neighborhood  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  number  of  witnesses  identified  him  near  the  scene  of  the  transaction  f — A.  There 
were  five  or  six.  There  were  two  or  three,  perhaps  four,  who  claimed  to  identify  him  and 
the  horse  too,  and  some  one  or  two  identified  the  horse. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Besides? — A.  Yes,  sir,  but  who  did  not  identify  the  man. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Near  to  the  transaction,  to  the  place  ?— A.  Well,  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  within  a 
mile  or  so. 

Q.  Within  a  mile  or  so  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  On  the  day  of  the  murder  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  the  proof  show  this  roan  to  reside — Richard  ?— A.  The  evidence  showed  that 
that  he  resided  in  Alachua  County,  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  scene  of  the  murder  ? — A.  It  was  testified  to  be  about  a  hundred 
miles. 

Q.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Keno  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Q.  He  resided  there?— A.  He  resided  there. 

Q.  How  many  witnesses  proved  he  was  there  or  thereabouts  on  the  21st  that  had  seen 
him  7 — A.  There  were  eight  or  ten,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  there  any  proof  of  previous  malice ;  anything  of  that  kind  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  threats  on  the  part  of  this  roan  7 — A.  None  proven. 

Q.  Was  there  any  motive  proven  ? — A.  None  proven. 

Q.  On  the  trial  7— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  No  jjrivate  motive  whatever  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  no  motive  proven. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Ill  Hiiy  way  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  >ou  say  the  excitement  was  very  high  in  the  county  where  he  was  tried  ? — A. 
It  was  highest  in  this  county. 
Q.  I  asked  of  this  county  ;  he  was  not  tried  in  this  county  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  He  was  tried  in  the  county  where  the  murder  was  committed  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  the  excitement  there  very  ^reat,  so  as  to  prejudice  a  fair  trial  ? — A.  Not  very 
greet  at  the  time  of  the  trial ;  that  is,  there  wa»  a  great  deal  of  interest,  hut  no  undue  ex- 
citemeDt. 

Q.  No  such  excitement  as  would  render  au  impartial  trial  difficult,  was  there  Y — A.  No, 
^r,   I  think  not. 

Q.  If  there  had  heen,  what  is  your  law  as  to  change  of  venue  ? — A.  The  law  is,  if  it  ap- 
pears from  the  evidence  to  the  court  that  on  account  of  prejudice  or  excitement  a  fair  trial 
cannot  be  had  in  the  county  where  the  deed  is  charged  to  have  been  committed,  that  upon 
motion  the  court  will  order  a  change  of  venue  to  the  next  county. 

Q.  Cannot  the  court  order  it  without  motion,  under  the  law  ? — A.  Either  the  Staters  at- 
torney or  the  defense  can  move  for  a  change  of  venue  under  our  law. 

Q.  Cannot  the  court  do  it  independent  of  motion — on  his  own  motion,  if  satisfied  of  these 
facts  7 — A.  I  am  not  sure  as  to  the  reading  of  the  statute  with  regard  to  that,  whethet  any 
motion  is  necessary. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Suppose  you  look  at  the  statute  ?— A.  It  can  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  defense. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  And  the  court  can  decide  that  motion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  can  change  the  venue  independent  uf  the  motion  f — A.  That  is  my  understand- 
ing of  the  statHte. 

Q.  Yuu  were  not  so  prejudiced,  were  you,  as  not  to  give  him  a  fair  trial  T  You  did  not 
feel  that  ?— A.  I  did  not  feel  that. 

Q.  You  gave  him  a  fair  trial  f — A.  I  think  that  is  conceded  by  the  defendant  himself  and 
his  counsel.     I  endeavored  to. 

Q.  I  have  no  doubt  you  did.  Do  you  know  Judge  Lioug  Y — A.  I  am  acquainted  with 
him ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  indicted  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  or  a 
court  of  the  United  States  ?— A.  Well,  I  never  saw  the  indictment,  but  I  remember  the  cir- 
comstance,  and  I  know  from  the  facts  that  I  have  heard  that  it  was  so. 

Q.  You  never  saw  the  indictment  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  with  reference  to  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  he  ever  convicted  of  anything  Y— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  was  dismissed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whose  procuration  he  was  indicted  ;  whether  it  was  political  or  other- 
wise Y — A.  It  was  not  political ;  at  least  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  That  indictment  was  dismissed  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  How  many  lawyers  appeared  on  the  trial  ? — A.  At  which  Y 

Q.  Of  Richard  Y — I  think  there  were  three.  Let  me  see :  Judge  Bakor,  Samuel  Finley, 
and  Judge  Long. 

Q.  Judge  Long  appeared  for  the  defense  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  employed  or  not,  or  volunteered  Y — A.  I  don't  know 
whether  they  were  employed  or  not. 

Q.  You  have  tried  a  number  of  murder  cases  in  your  circuit  Y— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  tried  a 
good  many. 

Q.  Is  it  a  usual  thing  pretty  much  for  the  whole  democratic  bar  to  volunteer  to  defend  a 
man  charged  with  mur(kr  Y — A.  I  have  never  known  of  a  case  of  the  kind  before. 
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Jacksonville,  December  2S,  1876. 

THE  COUNTY  CANVASS. 

.    Edwin  Higgins  sworn  and  examined. 
Bj  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  county  do  you  reside  t — Answer.  Duval  County,  Florida. 

Q.  That  is  the  county  in  which  Jacksonville  is,  I  believe  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  this  county  f — A.  Clerk  of  the  circuit  court 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  canvassing-board  in  this  county  at  the  last  election  t— A. 
I  am  under  the  law  ex  officio, 

Q.  What  other  persons  made  up  the  canvassin^-board  T  Who  were  present  f — A.  The 
ll^w  directs  that  the  probate  judge  and  the  county  clerk  shall  meet  and  call  to  their  assistance 
a  justice  of  the  peace  to  compose  the  canvassing-board. 

Q.  How  was  the  board  made  up  on  this  occasion  ?~ A.  The  election  was  held  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  and  on  the  9th  the  judge  came  into  my  officB.  We  examined  the  returns 
and  found  them  all  on  file  or  in  from  the  different  precincts,  and  we  met.  He  called  for  Mr. 
Whitney,  justice  of  the  peace,  to  act  as  the  justice  on  the  board.  I  called  in  Mr.  Sampson, 
also  ajustice  of  the  peace.  We  could  not  agree  upon  a  justice,  and  we  adjourned  until  the 
next  morning.  The  next  morning  we  met  at  the  hour  to  which  we  had  adjourned,  and  be 
nominated  the  same  justice  that  he  had  nominated  the  day  previous,  and  I  also  nominated 
Mr.  Sampson,  the  same  justice  I  had  nominated  on  the  previous  day.  He  moved  to  adjourn, 
we  not  agreeing  on  ajustice,  to  which  I  refused  to  accede.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  would 
call  in  any  other  justice  of  the  peace.  He  replied  by  saying  that  Mr.  Whitney's  nomination 
had  not  been  disposed  of.  I  then  called  Mr.  Edwards,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  was  pres- 
ent, to  the  chair,  and  told  him  that  we  would  proceed  with  the  canvass.  We  then  com- 
menced the  canvass.  Judge  McLaen  protesting  against  all  the  proceedings ;  and  after  we 
had  commenced — Mr.  Edwards  and  myself— he  moved  to  adjourn.  The  motion  was  not 
seconded,  and  we  still  proceeded.  Judge  McLaen  remained  there  during  the  entire  canvass 
present.  There  was  not  a  figure  or  a  name  called  when  he  was  out  of  hearing.  He  simply 
sat  there  and  did  nothing. 

Q.  Who  signed  the  returns  ?— A.  Myself  and  Justice  Edwards. 

Q.  Was  the  county  judge  requested  to  sign  them  7 — A.  I  presented  the  certificate  to  him 
before  our  final  adjournment,  and  said  to  him  ^at  it  was  the  canvass  that  we  had  made,  and 
asked  him  to  sign  it,  as  a  member  of  the  canvassing-board.  I  held  the  paper  to  him  so  he 
could  plainly  see  what  it  was,  and  told  him  what  it  was.  He  told  me  that  he  would  not 
refuse  to  sign  anything,  but  that  he  didn't  know  whether  that  was  a  deed  or  a  mortgage,  or 
what  it  was,  and  turned  on  his  heel  and  left  the  office. 

Q.  That  was  after  it  had  been  signed  by  you  f — ^A.  That  was  after  it  had  been  signed  by  us. 

Q.  In  making  the  canvass  did  yon  take  the  precincts  as  they  came  up,  or  did  you  assume 
to  throw  anything  out  ? — A.  We  did  not  throw  out  a  single  vote,  but  took  the  face  of  the 
returns  and  canvassed  them. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  objection  to  your  manner  of  canvassing  as  you  proceeded  f — A.  He 
made  no  objection  at  all  except  to  the  organization  of  the  board. 

^  Q.  And  did  not  retire  from  the  board  until  the  matter  was  presented  to  him  for  his  final 
signature  f — A.  He  was  present  when  every  step  was  taken. 
By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  He  didn't  sign  it?— A.  He  didn't. 


Jacksonville,  January  2,  1877. 

ALLEGED  REPEATERS. 

Horatio  Jenkins,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  office  do  you  hold,  Mr.  Jenkins  ?— Answer.  Deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  of  Duval  County. 

Q.  I  have  an  affidavit  made  by  F.  F.  L'Engle  and  A.  W.  Da  Costa,  which  purports  to  give 
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a  list  of  thirty-two  names  of  repeaters,  who  Toted  at  more  than  one  precinct.  This  affidarit 
states  that  these  persons,  to  their  knowledge,  voted  at  one  and  more  precincts  at  an  electioD 
held  on  the  7th  dav  of  Noyemher,  1876,  in  Duval  County,  Florida.  The  list  is  as  follows  r 
Mitchell  Abercrombie,  Henderson  Brown,  Elisha  Breece,  David  Coleman,  Charles  Clarke^ 
William  Dixon,  Andrew  Fielding,  William  Grant,  Henry  Hall,  Henry  Harrison,  Mingo 
Harrington,  Nathaniel  Hicks,  William  Jones,  S.  K.  Jones,  David  Johnson,  Jerry  Johnson,. 
N.  Johnson,  John  Miller,  Henry  Neal,  Charles  Paine,  Samuel  Polite,  Henry  Roberts,  GiU 
bert  Robinson,  Moses  Robinson,  Peter  Robinson,  Joseph  Tomas,  Paul  Tnivers,  Thomas 
Tomer,  Benjamin  Williams,  Tony  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Jack  Young.  Have  yon 
examined  this  list  and  compared  each  name  with  the  polling-place  and  with  the  registry  of 
the  different  precincts  f — ^A.  Let  me  look  at  the  list. 

Q.  (List  handed  to  witness.)  I  want  to  ask  you  about  the  individual  names. — A.  (Look» 
ing^.)  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Q.  The  first  name  on  this  list  is  ^fitchell  Abercrombie.  What  do  you  find  the  fact  witlk 
reference  to  him  f — A.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  refer  to  my  notes  T 

Q.  You  may  refer  to  notes  made  by  yourself  in  making  the  examination. — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
find  that  Mitchell  Abercrombie  voted  only  at  North  Jacksonville,  according  to  the  returns- 
of  those  who  voted  in  that  precinct  in  the  late  election  on  the  7th  of  Novem^r. 

Q.  The  next  is  Henderson  Brown. — A.  I  find  he  voted  only  at  North  Jacksonville. 

Q.  The  next  name  on  the  list  is  Elisha  Breece. — A.  His  name  cannot  be  found  in  any 
poll  or  check-list. 

Q.  Therefore  he  did  not  vote  at  all  T— A.  He  did  not  vote,  according  to  the  returns 

Q.  The  next  is  David  Coleman.— A.  David  Coleman  voted  only  at  North  Jacksonville>. 

Q.  Charles  Clarke  T— A.  He  voted  only  at  East  Jacksonville. 

Q.  William  Dixon  t — A.  He  voted  only  at  North  Jacksonville. 

Q.  Andrew  Fielding  T — A.  He  voted  only  at  Mayport. 

Q.  William  Grant;  what  do  you  say  in  reference  to  William  Grant? — A.  According  to» 
the  check-list  of  La  Ville,he  voted  there,  and  at  North  Jacksonville  according  to  the  poll- 
list 

Q.  And  then,  so  far  as  it  appears,  unless  there  are  two  William  Grants,  he  voted  twice  7 — 
A.  There  may  have  been  two  William  Grants  in  the  county,  and  they  could  vote;  only  one 
is  registered,  and  they  could  both  vote  at  different  precincts  without  one  of  them  beiug^ 
sworn. 

<J.  Do  you  know  William  Grant  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  It  would  be  an  illegal  vote  f — A.  No,  sir.  If  not  registered  he  might  explain.  Each 
precinct  is  furnished  with  a  registration-list  of  the  whole  county.  William  Grant  could  go 
to  one  precinct,  and  William  Grant  upon  the  check-list  would  be  checked  as  voted.  The 
other  William  Grant  might  be  entitled  to  register— and  not  registered — but  could  go  to 
another  precinct,  and  William  Grant  would  be  checked  on  the  check-list  of  that  precinct  aa 
voting  there. 

Q.  Still  that  is  an  illegal  vote.— A.  That  is  a  question  of  law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  William  Grant  T— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  democrat  or  a  republican  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  if  he  is  a  republican ;  some  aemocrat  could  personate  him  at  one  oF 
these  precincts  and  vote  under  that  name  7— A.  That  I  don't  know  anything  about. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  means  by  which  it  can  be  ascertained  if  there  was  repeating- 
nnless  some  of  the  people  there  knew  the  individuals,  and  that  the  same  man  votea^ 
twice  f — A.  That  is  the  only  way. 

Q.  The  next  name  is  Henry  Hall.— A.  He  voted  at  North  Jacksonville,  and  a  Henry 
Hall  voted  at  Brooklyn.  Two  are  on  the  registration-list  and  only  two  aie  returned  as  vot- 
ing. 

Q.  So  in  that  case  the  fact  that  Henry  Hall  voted  twice,  there  being  two* Henry  Halls  on- 
the  registration-list,  would  only  imply  that  two  different  Henry  Hafis  voted  ?^A.  If  they, 
voted  at  different  precincts,  particuiarlv. 

Q.  Henry  Harrison  t— A.  He  voted  at  La  Villa.  There  are  two  Henry  Harrisons  wba 
voted  at  La  Yilla  and  two  on  the  registration-lists. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  they  vote  nowbere  else  t — A,  They  voted  nowhere  else  ;   no  others  are  returned 
a  8  voting 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mingo  Harrington  Y— A.  He  voted  at  La  Villa  only. 

Q.  Nathaniel  Hicks  T— A.  He  voted  at  La  Villa.  One  at  La  Villa,  and  another  Nathaniel 
Hicks  at  Mandarin  ;  two  are  on  the  registration  and  two  returned  as  voting. 

Q.  William  Jones  7 — A.  There  are  six  of  that  name  returned  as  voting.  Shall  I  give  tb^ 
places? 
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<i.  Yes. — A.  One  at  La  Villa,  one  at  East  Jacksonville,  one  at  Brooklyn,  and  three  at 
North  JacksonTille;  two  of  them  were  sworn,  and  there  are  four  on  the  registration-list. 

Q.  L.  R.Jones  T — A.  It  is  S.  R.on  the  registration-list;  he  voted  at  North  J  acksonyille 
onlj. 

B7  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  Jones  f — ^A.  No  other  on  the  registration-list. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

^.  Or  on  any  of  the  poll-lists  T — A.  No,  sir. 

<j.  David  Johnson  7 — A.  David  Johnson  at  La  Villa  and  at  North  Jacksonville. 

Q.  Two  David  Johnsons  7 — A.  There  is  only  one  on  the  registration-list.  The  poll-list 
of  La  Villa  was  never  retnmed  to  the  clerk *s  omce,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  whether  one 
was  sworn  in  or  not ;  whether  the  one  who  voted  at  La  Villa  was  sworn. 

Q.  Jerry  Johnson  7 — Q.  Jerry  Johnson  voted  at  La  Villa  and  Jerry  Johnson  voted  at 
North  Jacksonville ;  the  same  remark  applies  to  that  case  as  to  the  one  who  voted  at  La 
Villa. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Only  one  on  the  registration  ?— A.  Only  one  on  the  registration. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  cannot  tell  whether  the  one  voted  was  challenged  and  swore  in  his  vote  at  La 
Villa,  as  the  poll-list  was  never  returned  to  the  clerk's  office  ?— A.  Never  returned. 

Q.  The  next  name  is  N.  Johnson,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Noah  Johnson  voted  at  East  Jackson- 
'%'i.ie,  andNiles  Johnson  at  Mayport,  the  latter  being  sworn  in,  and  both  on  registration- 
■lii<t. 

Q.  Both  Noah  and  Niles  on  the  registration-list,  and  the  name  down  here  is  N.  John- 
Sou  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Miller  f-^.  Is  not  00  the  poll  or  check  list  as  voting. 

Q.  Henry  Neal  T— A.  He  voted  at  Brooklyn  and  voted  at  La  Villa.  There  was  a  Henry 
and  a  Henry  C.  Neal  on  the  registnition-list. 

Q.  There  are  no  two  Henry  Neals  who  voted.  Henry  Neal  does  not  appear  to  have  voted 
twice,  hot  Henry  Neal  and  Henry  C.  Neal  T— A.  He  appears  to  vote  twice,  but  there  are 
two  names.    One  Henry  and  one  Henry  C.  on  the  registration-list. 

Q.  Charles  Payne  T — A.  He  voted  at  North  Jacksonville  only. 

Q.  Samuel  Polite  T — A.  He  voted  at  North  Jacksonville  and  at  Mayport;  only  one  on 
(the  registration-list. 

Q.  Henry  Roberts  T— A.  He  vo'od  at  La  Villa  orly. 

*<.^.  Gilbert  Robinson  7 — A.  He  voted  at  Brooklyn  only. 

'Q.  Moses  Robinson  T — ^A.  Moses  Robinson  voted  at  Pottsburgh,  and  Moses  Robinson  at 
T^orth  Jacksenville  and  at  Reed's  Landing. 

Q.  How  many  on  the  registration  f — A.  Only  one  on  the  registration. 

Q.  Do  they  appear  to  have  been  sworn  7— A.  No,  sir ;  they  don't  appear  to  have  been 
fiworn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Moses  Robinson  t — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  republican  or  democrat  7 — A.  I  don*t. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  some  other  man  might  have  voted  and  used  Moses  Robin- 
«on*s  name  7 — A.  I  don''t ;  but  that  might  be. 

-Q.  Peter  Robinson  7— A.  He  voted  at  North  Jacksonville  and  at  Brooklyn. 

Q.  Is  there  more  than  one  Peter  Robinson  on  the  registration-list  ? — A.  Only  one. 

•Q.  Do  you  know  Peter  Robinson  f — ^A.  I  don't. 

•Q.  Joseph  Tomas  ? — A.  One  Joseph  Thomas  at  Brooklyn,  one  at  La  Villa,  and  Joseph 
Thumas  at  North  Jacksonville.   Two  on  the  registration-list. 

Q.  Were  l4ie  names  all  spelled  T-o-m-a-s f— A.  No,  sir;  spelled  T-h-o-m-a-s  on  the  regis- 
itration-list. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

^.  Were  they  all  together  ? — ^A.  All  of  them. 

Q.  No  Tomas  on  the  registration-list  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

iQ.  Is  there  any  Tomas  voting  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir. 
By  the  Chairman: 

<}.  Paul  Travers?— A.  Not  on  the  registration  or  poll  list,  or  check-list.   Did  not  vote. 

<).  Thomas  Turner  7 — A.  Voted  at  Reed's  Landing  and  at  La  Villa,  according  to  the 
check-lists  and  poll-lists  ;  all  these  returned  as  voting  at  La  Villa  are  taken  from  the  check- 
list, and  not  from  the  poll-list,  because  the  poll-list  was  never  returned. 
By  Senator  Cooper  . 

Q.  How  many  on  the  registration  7— A.  One  on  the  registration. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  You  donH  know  whether  challenged  and  sworn  in  ^t  La  VUla  Pr  not  7 — A.  I  do  not 
Jluow,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY   OF   HORATIO   JENKINS,    JR.  283 

Q.  Benjamin  Williams  T — A..  Voted  at  East  Jacksonville,  and  Benjamin  Williams  at 
Mandarin,  and  there  are  Benjamin  Williams  and  Benjamin  R.  Williams  on  the  registration* 
list- 

Q.  On  the  poll-list  in  each  case,  it  is  put  down  as  Benjamin  Willia^ns  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  Know  either  of  them  f  —  A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Tony  Williams  ?— A,  Tony  Williams,  voted  at  North  Jacks  mville,  at  Brooklyn,  and 
at  North  Jacksonville ;  there  are  two  on  the  registration-list. 

Q.  Were  either  of  them  sworn  ? — A.  Not  retnmed  as  sworn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Tony  Williams  ?— A.  I  don*t  know  him. 

Q.  Thomas  Wilson? — A.  He  is  not  on  the  registration  or  poll  list  or  check-list. 

Q*  Did  not  vote  ?— A.  Did  not  vote. 

Q.  Jack  Young?— A.  Voted  at  East  Jacksonville,  La  Villa,  and  North  .Tacksonville.  At 
North  Jacksonville  the  vote  was  sworn  in.  Two  on  the  registration  of  that  name.  I  made 
some  notes  in  regard  to  three  or  four  of  these  names ;  don*t  know  as  they  would  be  of  service 
to  the  committee. 

Q.  Anything  more  thau  already  stated  t  If  so,  you  can  state  the  fa'^ts. — A.  Yes,  sir.  In 
regard  to  Benjamin  Williams,  there  were  two  originally  on  the  registration  list.  Oae  was 
sicken  off,  as  not  returned  by  the  census-taker ;  and  there  were  two  Tony  Williarases  origin- 
ally on  the  registration-list,  one  stricken  off,  as  not  returned  by  the  census-taker ;  and  Joseph 
Thomas;  two  on  the  old  list;  one  stricken  off  as  not  returned  by  the  census  taker.  There 
were  also  two  Thomas  Turners  on  the  old  list,  and  both  were  stricken  off  as  not  returned 
by  the  census-taker.  I  notice  occasionally  an  omission  on  the  poll-list,  and  in  the  return 
marked  "  sworn  **  are  parties  voting  not  on  the  registration -list. 

Q.  How  did  you  arrive  at  that  7— A.  I  found  the  name  of  Pat  Robinson,  whom  I  know 
as  living  in  the  county.  He  is  returned  as  voting  on  the  book  and  poll-list,  but  he  is  not 
on  the  roeistration-list  and  not  marked  **  sworn.'* 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  a  white  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  politics  ? — A.  He  is  reputed  to  be  a  democrat.  I  don*t  know  him 
penfonally.    He  is  an  Irishman. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q    You  don*t  know  the  man  personally  ? — A.  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  him. 
I  know  him  by  sight. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  know  him  reputed  to  be  a  democrat  ? — A.  Reputed  a  democrat. 
Q.  He  is  a  white  man? — A.  He  is  a  white  man  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  time  to  look  over  the  names  of  white  persons  to  ascertain  how  much 
double  voting  there  was  6n  their  part  ? — A,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

MARKED  BALLOTS. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  connection  with  the  clerk,  look  over  any  further  precincts  in  this  county, 
to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  marked  ballots  in  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  them  in  any  precinct  ? — A.  We  found  fifteen  marked  ballots  in  the  May* 
port  box. 

Q.  How  were  they  marked — with  serial  numbers  ? — A.  Serial  numbers. 

Q.  Have  you  the  numbers?— A.  No,  sir;  bu»  I  can  get  them  at  the  office. 

Q.  On  what  ticket  were  they  marked  ? — A.  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Straight  tickets  ?--A.  Yes,  sir. 

beoator  CooPER.  Let  him  furnish  them. 

The  Chairman.  Please  furnish  the  numbers. 

Q.  How  were  they  marked  ? — A.  Marked  with  serial  numbers  in  blue  ink. 

Q.  Similar  io  the  marks  in  the  other  boxes  ? — A.  Similar  to  the  marked  tickets  in  the  other 
boxes. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  They  were  all  you  found  ?— A.  All  we  found  in  that  box.   I  examined  no  other  box. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  clerk  examined  others  ? — A.  I  do  not. 


January  3,  1877. 
list  of  voters  said  not  to  have  been  registered. 
Horatio  Jenkins,  Jr.,  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chahiman  : 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  list  of  names  in  connection  with  the  affidavit  of  J.  Ed- 
ward Allen,  which  was  filed  before  the  State  canvassing-board,  in  which  he  gives  a  list  of 
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fifty-three  names  of  penons  whom  it  is  alleged  are  not  registered  in  this  count j,  and  who 
▼otod  at  the  recent  election  f — ^Answer.  I  have. 
The  list  is  as  follows  : 


Name. 


Precinct. 


Anderson,  James 

Arend,  Nic 

Bnrrell,  Samuel 

Blake,  Matthew 

Boston,  Antonio 

Burnet,  Andrew 

Brown,  A.J 

Brown,  Anderson 

Cooper,  Cain.... 

Cooper,  Robert 

Collins,  Johnson 

Caldwell.  Samuel 

Cooper,  James 

Colby,  Lewis 

Davis,  Andrew 

English,  Julius 

Fnrgeson,  A.J 

Greene,  Hazard 

Gimmons,  Joseph 

Haywood,  Mc 

Hardy,  Albert 

Henderson,  Peter 

Joshua,  Palmer 

Jones,  Frank ' do.. 

Kemell,  Jacob do.. 

Monroe,  Charlie 

Myzeli;  Sandy 

Mcintosh,  Jake 

Monson,  Charley 

Maxall,  George 

Moody,Noble 

Murphy,T 

Richards,  John 

Rackett.  Howard 

Rolack,  Hey  wood 

Rett,  Albert 

Swearinger,  Peter 

Singleton,  Henry 

Solomon,  Joseph 

Shaw,  February 

Stringfellow,  Henry 

Smith,  Bristow 

Sammis,  James 

Sams,  Samuel 

Starling,  Frank 

Sussuer,  Albert 

Thomas,  Riley 

Van,  Ham 

Van  Haughan,  Cheney 

White,  Adam 

Wilson,  York 

Williams,  Josiah 

Woodward,  C 


do. 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do- 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 
do... 


Pottsburgh. 

La  Villa. 

Jacksonville,  North. 

Brooklyn. 

East  Jacksonville, 

Jacksonville,  West. 

Mandarin. 

Jacksonville,  West. 

La  Villa. 

La  Villa. 

La  Villa. 

La  Villa. 

La  Villa. 

Brooklyn. 

La  Villa. 

Jacksonville,  North. 

East  Jacksonville. 

La  Villa. 

La  Villa. 

East  Jacksonville. 
Jacksonville,  West 
Jacksonville,  North. 
Reed's  Landing. 
La  Villa. 

East  Jacksonville. 
East  Jacksonville. 
East  Jacksonville. 
East  Jacksonville. 
East  Jacksonville. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 
Brooklyn. 
East  Jacksonville. 
Reed*s  Landing. 
Mayport. 

Jacksonville,  North. 
Brooklyn. 

Jacksonville,  West. 
Reed's  Landing. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 
Brooklyn. 
Reed's  Landing. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 
La  Villa. 

Jacksonville,  West. 
La  Villa. 
Jacksonville,  West 


Q.  What  do  you  find  to  be  the  fact  with  reference  to  James  Anderson,  alleged  to  have 
voted  at  Pottsburgh  7 — A.  He  is  not  registered,  but  several  Andersons  are  on  the  list  with 
two  initials,  the  first  of  which  was  registered  as  J.  Anderson. 

Q.  The  next  name  on  the  list  is  Nic  Arend ;  what  do  you  find  with  reference  to  that 
name? — A.  With  reference  to  that  name  N.  Arend  is  registered.  I  will  state  with  regard  to 
this  man  that  he  is  not  a  colored  man,  as  alleged. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  him  well  and  that  he  is  a  white  manT — A.  I  know  him  personally, 
and  «aw  him  vote. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  vote  7 — A.  At  La  Villa. 

Q.  Is  he  re^stered  f — A.  He  is  registered. 

Q.  The  next  name  is  Samuel  Barnll,  or  Samuel  Berriell ;  what  do  yon  find  with  refer- 
ence to  that  name  f — A.  Not  registered  and  not  on  the  poll-list 

Q.  That  is,  he  did  not  votef — A.  He  did  not  vote,  according  to  the  record. 

Q.  Matthew  Blake,  who,  it  is  alleged,  voted  at  Brooklyn  f—A.  Not  registered ;  not  on 
the  poll-list ;  not  marked  sworn. 

Q.  Antonio  Boston  f — A.  Not  registered  ;  he  is  not  on  the  poll-list. 

Q.  Andrew  Burnett  f—A.  Not  registered  and  not  on  the  poll-list. 

Q.  A.  J.  Brown  ? — A.  Not  registered ;  he  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Anderson  Brown  T— A.  Not  regristered  ;  not  on  the  poll-list ;  he  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Cain  Cooper  T — ^A.  He  is  not  registered. 

Q.  I  see  his  name  at  La  Villa.  Is  the  poll- list  of  La  Villa  in  existence,  or  was  it  lost  ? — 
A.  It  was  never  returned  to  the  clerk's  office. 

Q.  So  you  cannot  tell  whether  persons  claimed  as  having  voted  there  did  vote  or  not? — ^A. 
I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  in  your  office  to  enable  you  to  find  out  T — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Johnson  Collins  T—A.  He  has  been  registered. 

Q.  Samuel  Caldwell  T — A.  He  is  not  registered,  but  Calwell,  Samuel  C,  is  registered. 

Q.  Samuel  C.  Calwell  is  registered  f — A.  Yes,  fir. 

Q.  Not  Samuel  Caldwell  f—A.  Not  Samuel  Caldwell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  either  of  them  f — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  May  they  be  the  same  person  f — ^A.  They  may  be  the  same  person. 
-  Q.  Robert  Cooper  ? — ^A.  Not  registered. 

Q.  He  voted  at  La  Villa,  if  he  voted  at  all  f—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  twice  here  7  Two  Bobert  Coopers  voted  at  La  Villa  according  to  this  affidavit. — 
A.  I  took  that  as  a  repetition.    I  did  not  examine  it 

Q.  There  is  no  Bobert  Cooper  registered  f—A.  No  Bobert  Cooper  on  the  registration-list. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  James  Cooper  ? — A.  Not  registered. 
Senator  Coopkr.  That  is  not  here  at  all.     [On  the  affidavit.] 
The  Chairman.  That  is  probably  where  the  mistake  is.    That  ought  to  be  James. 

By  Senator  CooPBR: 
Q.  He  is  not  registered  f — ^A.  Not  registered. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Lewis  Colby  f — A.  Not  registered.  He  did  not  vote,  as  is  alleged. 
Q.  Andrew  Davis  f 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  not  voting  f — A.  Not  on  the  poll-list.  He  did  not  vote,  accord- 
ing to  the  record.   I  will  make  that  remark. 

Q.  Not  on  the  poll-list,  as  corrected  in  Brooklyn  f 

The  Chairman.  This  proceeds  on  the  theory  that  they  have  examined  the  poll-list  and 
the  reg^tration.  Thev  do  not  say  that  these  are  the  persons  themselves,  but  that  the  papers 
show  a  certain  state  of  facts. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  He  is  not  on  that  poll-list.    You  did  not  look  on  any  other  poll-list  f—A.  No,  sir ;  I 
did  not. 
Q.  Not  on  the  Brooklyn  poll-list  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  His  allegation  is,  that  they  are  on  the  Brooklyn  poll-list,  is  it  not  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Andrew  Davis  7 — ^A.  Not  registeredi  but  Antrim  Davis  is. 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  * 

Q.  Andrew  is  not  on  the  poll-list f — A.  No,  sir;  I  said  not  registered.  He  is  alleged  as 
voting  at  Lavilla. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Julius  English  f—A.  He  has  been  registered. 
Q.  A.  J.  Fnrgeson  f — ^A.  He  is  not  registered  and  not  on  the  poll-list. 
Q.  Hazard  Green,  voting  at  Lavilla  7 — A.  He  is  not  registered. 

Q.  You  have  not  the  poll-list  and  do  not  know  whether  he  voted  or  not  f — A.  Ic  is  not  in 
the  office. 
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Q.  Joseph  Gemmons  ? — A.  Not  rej^istered. 

Q.  GemmoDs ;  do  jou  know  aoy  such  man  in  the  county  T— A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  the 
name  in  the  State. 

Q.  Are  jou  very  well  acquainted  in  this  State  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  lived  here  nine  or 
ten  years  ;  in  the  State  nine  years. 

Q.  McHaywood  f — A.  He  is  on  the  poll-list  but  is  not  registered.  Mike  Haywood  19  reg- 
istered. 

Q.  How  do  you  spell  it  T— A.  M-i-k-e. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  McHaywood  is  not  registered  but  on  the  poll-list  T — A.  Yes.sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  it  McHaywood  on  the  poll-list  t— A.  It  is  "Mc,"  written  **c"  to  designate  "Mac;" 
only  two  letters,  but  close  together — Mc — *'c"  smaller  than  the  *'M." 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  person  with  a  Mc  to  his  name  unless  something  else  followed ; 
as  McAlpine,  McKeuzie,  McDonald  f— A.  There  are  some  colored  men  who  spell  their  name 
Mack. 

Q.  Written  Mc?— A.  Written  Mack. 

Senator  Teller.  That  is  a  German  name. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  Mc  is  re^tered  T — A.  I  say  Mc  is  not  registered,  but  on  the  poll-list ;  but 
Haywood,  Mike,  is  registered. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  is,  Mike  Haywood  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  mean  to  say. 

Q.  Is  it  difficult  to  distinguish  accurately  the  names  of  colored  men  when  they  regbter 
or  vote? — A.  Exceedingly  difficult.  I  know,  for  I  have  been  engaged  in  registering 
them  for  the  last  three  or  four  months  before  the  election,  and  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to 
know  how  to  spell  their  names.  They  corrupt  the  pronunciation  of  names  borne  by  white 
men.  They  tuKe  such  names  as  please  them  of  white  men,  and  change  the  pronunciation, 
adding  an  "  s  "  to  a  great  number  of  names  which  they  take.  They  delight  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  names,  so  it  is  very  difficult ;  and  as  so  few  of  them  can  spell,  of  course  you  have 
to  adopt  your  own  orthography. 

Q.  So  where  an  intelligent  man  endeavors  to  take  down  their  names  according  to  a  cer- 
tain orthography,  another  intelligfent  man  might  change  the  orthography,  without  any  fault 
of  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  vote? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  So  you  think  that  McHaywood  was  so  understood  as  saying  **  Mike  Haywood,"  and 
that  they  are  the  same  person  ? — A.  Certainly  ;  especially  by  a  clerk  at  an  election,  for  the 
inspectors  are  busy  with  the  registration-list,  and  he  has  no  registration-list  to  refer  to,  and 
the  name  has  to  be  spelled  by  his  ear  entirely  as  pronounced  by  other  persons.  All  he  has 
to  do  is  to  write  their  names  and  keep  on  with  the  voting. 

Q.  Albert  Hardy,  East  Jacksonville  7— A.  Is  not  registered ;  he  is  on  the  poll-list. 

Q.  Peter  Henderson,  Jacksonville  West?— A.  Has  been  registered. 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  , 

Q.  What  is  it  7 — A.  He  has  been  registered. 

Q.  And  stricken  off? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  not  returned  by  the  census-taker. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Palmer  Joshua  7 — A.  Not  registered,  but  Palmer  Joshua  is. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference? — A.  You  called  it  Palmer  Joshua. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  is  that  Parmer  here  ? 
f    The  Chairman.  His  name  here  on  the  poll-list  is  Palmer  Joshua.    How  is  he  regis- 
tered ? 

A.  Registered  as  Palmer  Joshua. 

Senator  Cooper.  Palmer  what  ? 

The  Chairman.  You  spell  it  Palmer  ? 

By  Senator  Cooper  :  , 

Q.  Registered  here  7 — A.  Registered  as  Palmer  Joshua. 

Q.  Is  not  the  register  right  ? — A.  He  is  registered  all  right. 

The  Chairman.  Joshua  Palmer  is  much  more  oi  a  natural  name.  I  suppose  it  made 
confusion  in  his  mind  and  in  different  minds.  ^ 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  He  is  registered  7 — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  which  list 7 — ^A.  Which  registration-list? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  On  the  new  list.  On  the  registration-list,  and  there  is  only  one  offieial  list 
in  accordance  with  which  the  election  is  held,  or  which  is  used  for  the  election.  There  is  a 
list  with  names  called  the  old  registration-list. 
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Q.  Ton  do  Dot  know  wCether  he  is  on  the  old  or  not  ? — A.  He  is  on  the  new — this  one» 
A  great  many  are  on  the  new  and  on  the  old  both. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
A.  Those  were  newlj  registered  and  were  more  recent  in<  the  new.    Alh  those  not  erased* 
from  the  old  are  pat  in  the  new,  and  that  makes  a  complete  registration  f >— A.  Tes,  sir. 

B7  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Have  70a  that  reeistration-list  f — A.  It  is  at  the  office ;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  I  wish  you  would  bring  it  here.— A.  I  suppose  there  will  be  no  objection  to  that.     It 
is  part  of  the  records  of  the  court    That  is  all. 
The  Chairman.  We  will  step  in  there. 
Q.  Fhmk  Jones  T — ^A.  Has  been  registered. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  Frank  Jones  vote  on  the  polMist  T — A.  Tes,  sir ;  he  has  been  registered. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Jacob  Kemell  T— A.  Jacob  Eemell  not  re^stered;  but  Jacob  Purnell  is  regjstered;^ 
Q.  Charlie  Monroe  f — A.  He  is  registered  as  Charles  Monroe. 

By  Senator  Cooper  . 
Q.  Is  it  Charles  Monroe  or  Morro  T 
The  Chairman.  Monroe. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  There  is  a  Charles  Monroe,  you  say,  resfistered  f — A.  He  is  registered. 

Q.  Charhe  is  not  T— A.  No ;  I  said  Charlie  Monroe  is  registerea  as  Charles  Monroe^  I 
mean  it  is  the  same  individual. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  f  How  did  he  vote ;  where  did  he  vote?— A  He  voted  at  East 
Jacksonville. 

Q.  How  did  he  vote ;  as  Charles  or  Charlie  f — A.  I  know  the  man.  He  is  a  colored  man. 
He  is  called  Charlie.    His  whole  name  is  Charles ;  Charlie  is  the  common  name. 

Q.  How  is  he  on  the  poU-listf— A.  He  is  Charlie  Monroe,  and  on  the  registration -list 
Charles  Monroe. 

Q.  There  is  a  Charles  on  the  registration  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Charlie  voted f — A.  .He  voted  as  Charlie. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Tou  know  him  very  well  ?— A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  Sandy  Myzell  f— A.  He  is  not  registered. 

Q.  Does  he  appear  as  voting  f— A.  He  is  on  the  East  Jacksonville  polMist. 
Q.  Sworn? — A.  Sworn. 
Q.  Jake  Mcintosh  7— A.  He  is  registered. 
<2.  Charley  Moiison  T — A.  He  is  not  registered,  but  Charley  Mungen  is  registered. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Charley  Monson  is  not  registered  t — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Is  he  on  the  polMist  f — A.  Tes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  George  Maxall  ?— A.  George  Mazall  is  not  registered,  but  George  Maxwell  is. 
Q.  Just  spell  itf — A.  M-a-x-a-l-1  is  not  registered,  but  Gjorge  M  ax-w-e-1-1  is. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  he  cot  on  the  polMist  eitherY — A.  On  the  polMist,  as  written  there,  M-a-x-a-l-1. 
Q.  Not  on  the  registration-list  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  on  the  registration-list. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  By  that  name  f — A.  By  that  name. 
Q.  He  is  on  the  poll-list  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 
i^.  Noble  Moody  f — ^A.  He  is  registered. 
Q.  T.  Murphy  ?— A.  He  is  not  registered. 
Q.  Did  he  vote  f — A.  He  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  'JC'im  Murphy  T 
Senator  Cooper.  He  is  an  Irishman.     That  is  Tom  Murphy,  I  expact. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  John  Richards,  said  to  have  voted  at  Brooklyn. — A.  He  is  not  registered,  and  not  on 
the  poll-list.  John  Richardson  voted  at  that  precinct  in  Brooklyn,  according  to  the  poll-list,. 
and  he  is  registered. 
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By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  John  Richards  is  on  neither  ? — ^A.  Neither  on  the  regfister  nor  <m  the  poll-list. 
B7  the  Chairman  : 

<2.  Howard  Rackett  7 — A.  Not  registered.   He  is  on  the  poll-list. 

^.  Hajwood  Rolack  1 — A.  He  is  not  registered,  but  on  the  poll-list. 

^.  Albert  Rett  7 — A.  Not  registered,  but  on  the  poll-list  at  Mayport. 

<).  Peter  Swearinger,  Jacksonville,  North  T — A.  Not  registered ;  not  on  the  poll-list. 

<).  Henry  Singleton  f — A.  Not  registered  ;  not  on  the  poll-list. 

^.  Joseph  Solomon  f — A.  Not  registered ;  not  on  the  poll-list. 

<^,  February  Shaw  T — A.  Not  registered. 

^.  On  the  poll-list  at  Reed's  Landing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^,  Henry  Stringfellow  f — A.  He  is  registered. 

<2.  Bristow  Smith  f— A.  Registered. 

^.  James  SammisT — A.  Roistered. 

<).  Samuel  Sams  7 — A.  Not  registered. 

^.  Being  at  Laville,  you  have  no  poll-list  to  compare  7 — A.  I  can't  tell. 

^.  Frank  Starling  T— A.  Registered. 

<^.  Riley  Thomas! — A.  He  has  been  registered. 

<^.  Horn  Van  f — A.  Not  registered. 

<J.  Cheney  Van  Haughn  7~A.  Not  registered ;  but  Chauncey  Vangbn  is. 
By  Senator  Cooper: 

4i,  This  is  not  Van  Haughn,  sure  t — A.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  name  in  the  county. 

<^»  The  nearest  name  you  can  find  to  that  is  Chauncey  Vaughn  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

<).  Adam  White  Y— A.  Not  registered. 

^.  York  Wilson  1 — A.  Not  registered  ;  not  on  poll-list. 

Q.  Joeiah  Williams  T— A.  Not  registered. 

<^.  He  is  a  La  Villa  case  f — A.  'Yes,  sir. 

<^.  C.  Woodward  ?— A.  Not  regristered  ;  not  on  the  poll-list. 

<J.  Albert  Sursuer  f — A.  Not  registered ;  not  on  the  poll-list. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

<i.  When  did  you  make  this  examination  ? — A.  I  made  it  yesterday  and  to-day. 

<i.  Have  you  had  the  list  in  your  office  for  some  time  before  7 — A.  The  list  of  names  1 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  I  went  over  these  names — Mr.  Higgins  and  I — once  before,  partially,  but 
not  so  completely  as  this  time. 

Q.  When  was  thatf-^A.  That  was  before -the  canvass  was  made.    A  list  was  handed  to 
fis,  and  we  were  asked  to  go  over  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  handed  it  to  you  f — A.  I  forget  now  who  it  was.    He  brought  it  into  the  office 
■and  Mr.  Higgins  made  the  certificate  in  relation  to  it.    I  helped  him  to  examine  the  list    Mr. 
Higgins  miMie  an  affidavit  in  relation  to  it,  or  gave  a  certificate  in  relation  to  the  examination. 
X  do  not  refer  to  that  paper — to  that  recdrd.    1  mean  the  same  names. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Some  names  were  left  in  there  Y — ^A.  Some  names. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  comparison  then  and  examine  it  thoroughly  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  -iax  as 
m-e  could.    We  did  not  get  wholly  through. 

Q.  Did  you  return  it  to  the  parties  f — A.  I  don*t  know  what  Mr.  Higgins  did  with  it 


Jacksonville,  December  29,  1876. 
marked  tickets. 

Philip  Walter  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  office  do  you  hold  ?— Answer.  I  am  clerk  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict and  circuit  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida. 

Q.  The  committee,  this  morning,  were  looking  over  the  ballots  in  the  precincts  of 
this  town,  and  they  came  upon  some  marked  with  serial  numbers.  Do  you  know  any- 
thing about  those  ballots — who  voted  them  T  If  so,  state  it.—A.  Yes,  sir,  I  knew  before 
the  election,  through  members  of  the  democratic  party,  I  suppose  both  directly  and 
indirectly,  that  thev  were  going  to  use  a  ticket  which  had  a  mark  on  it.  That  was 
some  two  weeks  before  the  election.  I  did  not  know  in  what  manner  they  were  gviing 
to  mark  it,  but  in  talking  with  me  several  of  the  leading  democrats  said  they  would  re- 
duce our  m^ority  of  six  hundred  in  this  county  to  less  than  a  hundred.  They  were 
offering  to  bet  on  it.    I  told  them  I  did  not  see  how  they  could  do  it ;  but,  on  the  con- 
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trary,  we  had  never  brongbt  out  our  full  malority — that  the  white  republicans  always 
Bplit  off  on  something;  but  I  thought  that  this  time  they  would  all  vote  together'aud 
give  a  republican  m^ority  of  over  1,200  in  this  county. 

THB  TICKETS  AT  DEMOCRATIC  HEADQUARTERS. 

Three  or  four  days  before  the  election  I  carried  over  to  Messrs.  Fleming  <&  DaniePs 
office — it  was  a  sort  of  headquarters  for  the  democratic  executive  committee — the  com- 
missions for  the  supervisors  of  some  counties,  for  the  democratic  party.  I  saw,  over 
there  in  an  envelope,  a  lot  of  democratic  tickets  stamped.  I  saw  one  or  two  of  them. 
Those  that  I  saw  were  stamped  with  four  figures.  I  afterwards  saw  two  of  the  same 
sort  of  tickets  deposited  at  what  was  known  as  the  Old.Clerk's  Office  precinct  in  Jack- 
sonville, around  here,  on  election-day. 

Q.  Is  that  also  called  Jacksonville  East  precinct,  or  East  Jacksonville  T — A.  It  is  not 
East  Jacksonville  precinct,  but  Jacksonville  East ;  the  old  clerk's  office  is  so  desig- 
nated.   I  saw  some  of  those  tickets  voted  on  election-day. 

Q.  Only  by  colored  men  f — ^A.  Colored  men  and  white  men,  too,  at  that  precinct ;  I 
aaw  at  East  Jacksonville  precinct,  probably  a  mile  from  here,  three  of  them  voted  by 
colored  men.  The  whole  nve  I  saw  were  all  democratic  tickets,  headed,  for  President, 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  and  for  Vice-President,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks ;  and  then  the  electors 
for  Tilden,  and  the  democratic  State  ticket. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  motives  for  having  the  tickets  thus  marked  T — 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  State  what  yon  know  of  your  own  knowledge. — A.  They  told  me  that  they  had 
got  up  this  marked  ticket ;  that  they  were  going  to  lessen  our  vote ;  that  they  were 
going  to  give  them  tickets  by  which  they  knew  every  colored  man  who  promised  to 
Tote  their  ticket.  One  of  them  told  me  that  they  would  give  the  colored  men  marked 
tickets  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  how  they  voted,  and  would  send  a  man  with  them 
who  had  the  numbers  in  a  little  book,  to  the  different  precincts.  As  we  tallied  and 
were  calling  off  at  night,  when  the  canvass  was  made,  these  parties  took  down  the 
number  of  the  ticket  whether  for  them  or  not.  They  had  a  little  book  in  which  they 
bad  certain  numbers  and  the  names  of  the  colored  men  who  voted  tickets  witl^um- 
bers.  I  will  state  further,  that  some  days  after  the  election,  one  of  the  democrats  here 
stated  that  Robert  Mapson,  who  is  a  barber,  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  I  said  he 
did  not;  after  telling  me  so  that  day,  they  told  me  they  knew  positively,  for  they 
gave  him  a  ticket,  number  so  and  so;  it  was  there  when  he  voted,  and  it  was  there 
when  it  came  out.  I  also  saw  Thomas  V.  Casson  give  some  colored  men  tickets  which 
were  numbered ;  two  of  them  came  out.  I  was  near  when  they  came  out  again  when 
the  ballot  was  counted.  Mr.  Warren  Scott,  a  democrat,  also  gave  their  employes  the 
same  sort  of  tickets ;  he  gave  to  the  colored  people  in  their  employ,  and  also  to  one  or 
two  white  meu.  I  saw  the  white  men's  tickets  come  out,  and  some  of  the  colored 
men's.    He  showed  me  a  book  with  the  names  and  numbers  in. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  in  giving  marked  tickets  to  the  white  menf— A.  They  some- 
times doubted  them.  There  are  some  white  men  who  would  go  back  on  them.  There 
are  men  here  who  have  acted  with  the  democrats  heretofore  who  voted  with  us  at  this 
election. 

Q.  Js  there  any  law  in  this  State  prohibiting  an  attempt  to  discover  how  any  indi- 
vidual voter  voted  except  by  a  legal  proceeding  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  By  marking  ballots  so  th»t  you  can  find  out  how  a  man  voted  f — A.  The  law  of 
this  State  is  that  there  shall  be  secret  balloting.    Of  course,  any  successful  attempt  to 
discover  it  defeats  secret  balloting. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Where  is  the  law  about  secret  balloting  f — A.  I  think  in  the  law  of  1868. 

Q.  Can  yon  get  this  law  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can. 

Senator  Teller.  That  third  section  of  chapter  43  would  cover  it. 

Q.  (By  Senator  Teller.)  You  refer  to  section,  3  chapter  43  T—A.  Yes,  sir,  this  is  the 
aeccion  I  refer  to.       ^  - 

By  the  Cbairhan  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  further  statement  yon  desire  to  make  7 — ^A.  I  think  not. 


Jacksomtillb,  December  29, 1876. 

MARKED  TICKETS  IN  THB  BALLOT-BOX. 

James  W.  Archibald  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  election  in  this  county  at  the  last  election  f — An- 
swer. Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Of  what  precinct  f — ^A.  At  the  East  Jacksonville  precinct,  I  believe. 

Q.  lu  conntin^  the  ballots  at  the  close  of  the  election  did  yon  find  any  tickets  that 
were  marked  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner  T— A.  By  a  stamped  nnmber. 

.Q.  What  was  the  color  of  the  ink  t — A.  Blue. 

Q.  Was  it  the  same  number  or  different  numbers  t — A.  Different  numbers. 

(^.  Do  you  know  under  what  circumstances  these  ballots  were  deposited  T — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  On  democratic  tickets  or  republican  t~  A.  Democratic. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  who  voted  them  or  why  they  were  used  t — A.  No,  sir. 


Jacksoxvillk,  December  29, 1876. 

PERSONS  TAKIXa  MBHORANDUACS  OF  THE  MARKED  TICKETS. 

Rot  p.  Moody  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — Answer.  Jacksonville,  State  of  Florida,  Duval 
County. 

Q.  Were  you  clerk  of  this  last  election  at  East  Jacksonville  T— A.  I  was  one  of  the 
inspectors. 

Q.  State  whether  you  noticed  in  the  ballot-box  any  tickets  which  were  marked,  at 
this  election. — A.  I  did,  sir, 

Q.  About  how  many  of  them  f — A.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  odd. 

Q.  By  count,  I  believe  there  were  thirty.  Do  you  know  who  voted  those  tickets,  or 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  voted  t — A.  I  don't  know  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  voted,  or  who  voted  them  ;  but  I  know  there  were  certain  par- 
ties at  the  precinct  that  had  little  memorandum-books,  and  when  those  tickets  came 
out  ^oy  checked  on  these  books  the  corresponding  numbers,  I  presume.  They  seemed 
to  have  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  doing  so. 

Q.  Who  were  those  parties  f — A.  The  parties  that  had  the  books  were  Joseph  Crews, 
J.  W.  Scott,  jr.,  and  a  man  named  Rouse,  I  think  it  is ;  and  then,  also,  Dr.  J.  U.  Payne. 
He  checked  the  numbers. 

Q.  What  were  the  politics  of  these  persons  who  had  the  books  T — A.  Democratic. 

Q.  Did  they  explain  their  object  in  checking  the  numbers  f — A.  They  did  not,  sir. 
I  think  most  of  the  tickets  had  the  date  also,  besides  the  number,  on  them. 

Q.  The  date  of  the  election  T — A.  Yes,  sir.  1  think  the  tickets  could  be  seen  yet.  I 
guess  they  were  put  in  a  safe  place. 

Q.  They  are  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  we  have  examined  them.  Was  it  generally 
known  in  the  city  that  the  democratic  party  were  making  ballots  in  that  way,  and 
distributing  them  to  colored  voters  f — A.  I  think  it  was,  sir. 

THE  PURPOSE  IN  MARKING  TICKETS. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  about  that. — A.  Well,  it  was  rumored  that  they  had  some 
way  of  telling  whether  certain  colored  men  voted  for  that  party.  It  was  common 
Tumor  on  the  street. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  are  as  certain  that  the  date  of  the  election  was  on  the  face  of  most  of  the 
tickets  as  yon  are  of  the  numbers  ?— A.  I  am  certain ;  I  think  so. 
Q.  Did  you  see  the  most  of  them  f — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  see  it  on  f — A.  I  could  not  say  that ;  I  only  heard  that. 
Q.  How  many  do  you  think  T— A.  I  know  it  was  several. 
Q.  A  dozen  f — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Ten  T — A.  I  could  not  say.  • 

Q.  Five  f — A.  I  think  as  many  as  five  I  noticed. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  of  thatt—A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 
Q.  You  are  just  as  well  satisfied  of  that  as  that  they  were  numbered  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Jacksonville,  December  29, 1876. 

WHO  TOOK  DOWN  THE  NUMBERS. 

Simon  Baer  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  reside  in  this  city  f— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  certain  marked  democratic  tickets  that  were  voted 
at  the  last  election  f ~A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  State  what  you  know. — A.  I  was  United  States  supervisor  at  the  polls  over  here  in 
East  Jacksonville,  and  after  the  polls  closed,  when  we  were  counting  the  votes,  I  noticed 
at  least  hetween  twenty  and  thirty  democratic  ticket-s  comiug  out  of  the  polls  marked 
with  blue  ink  and  stamped  with  figures,  and  there  was  one  man  there — one  of  the 
democratic  State  executive  committee,  by  the  name  of  James  H.  Paine,  who  was  sit- 
ting there,  and  as  these  ballots  came  out  with  the  numbers  on  he  took  the  pumbers'on 
the  tickets  and  kept  an  account  of  them — a  memorandum — and  was  tallying  at  the 
same  time  as  the  votes  were  being  counted. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  your  own  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  these  tickets  f — 
A.  All  the  knowledge  I  have  is,  I  have  heard  them  talked  about.  I  have  heard  one  man 
pTomise  these  colored  people  money — that  is  what  I  heard.  And  they  kept  an  ao- 
connt,  and  they  had  the  names  of  each  one  to  whom  they  gave  these  tickets,  and  those 
who  Yoted  the  tickets  they  were  16  give  employment  or  pay  them,  and  those  that  did 
not  would  get  nothing.  They  had  the  names  of  the  colored  men  to  whom  they  gave 
oot  these  numbered  tickets. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  say  they  were  to  get  money  f — A.  I  have  heard  a  man  on  the 
streets.    I  don^t  know  the  man.    He  was  a  stranger. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  said  it  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  That  you  he^rd  say  so  to  them  f — A.  I  don^t  know  whether  he  is  the  man  or  not. 
There  was  a  man  here  who  told  me  about  it  a  day  or  so  after  the  election.  I  happened 
te  be  over  in  Colonel  Daniel's  office,  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  committee,  when 
I  beard  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  man  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  stranger  to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  say  so  to  any  person  or  anybody  but  yourself! — A.  No,  sir.  I  and  he 
were  standing  out  in  front  of  the  store. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  other  man  at  all  say  so  f — A.  I  did  not  hear  any  one. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  him  since  f — ^A.  I  have  seen  him  since. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — A.  About  a  month  ago. 

Q.  You  have  not  seen  him  within  a  month  T — A.  Not  within  a  month. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  lives  here  or  not  f— A.  He  told  me  he  did  not  live  here. 
He  lives  up  the  river  somewhere. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  you  can  find  him  or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  heard  nobody  else  say  so  ? — A.  He  was  the  only  man. 

Q.  White  man  or  colored  f — ^A.  White  man. 

Q.  He  told  you  this  in  private  conversation,  when  nobody  else  was  present,  and  he 
was  a  stranger  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Jacksonvillb,  December  29,  1876. 

THE  PROMISE  OF  EMPLOYMENT. 

Robert  White  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  White,  where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  Jacksonville. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  this  last  election  f — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  f — A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  Yon  ai-e  a  colored  man,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Previous  to  that  election  did  any  parties  present  to  you  a  marked  ticket,  with  the 
request  that  you  vote  it  T  If  so,  state  all  about  it. — A.  They  presented  me  a  marked 
ticket  with  the  number  47. 

Q.  Who  presented  that  ,to  you  to  be  voted  f—A.  I  think  his  name  was Stockton. 

It  was  young  Stockton. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  yon  about  it  T — ^A.  He  told  me  he  had  a  ticket  he  wanted  me  to 
vote.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  voted.  I  told  him  no.  He  said  he  had  a  ticket  he  wanted 
me  to  vote,  and  if  I  voted  that  ticket  he  would  know  I  voted  it.  I  asked  him,  '*  How 
would  von  know  I  voted  it  f "  He  said  he  would  know  it  from  its  stamp,  47 ;  and  he 
would  look  for  it  there.  I  took  the  ticket  and  laid  it  in  my  bureau  drawer  at  home. 
I  went  back  there  to  hunt  for  it,  but  I  could  not  find  it. 

Q.  The  number  was  47  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  that  all  those  who  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  could  have  work,  and  those  who  did  not  would  not  have  any  employment. 
That  is  what  he  told  me. 

Q.  Yon  reftised  to  take  the  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  first. 

Q.  Did  he  put  your  name  on  the  book  or  anything  T — A.  He  did,  sir.  He  put  my 
name  down  with  twenty  or  thirty  more  besides. 

Q.  Did  yon  refuse  to  take  it  or  vote  it  f—A.  I  refused  to  vote  it.  I  refused  to  take 
it  at  first,  but  did  take  it. 
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C^.  Can't  you  find  it  now  f— A.  My  little  child  has  destroyed  it. 

Q.  He  said  he  would  know  the  nnmher  whenever  he  saw  it  f — ^A.  I  looked  at  the 
ticket  and  Judged  from  the  number  on  the  ticket  that  he  could  tell  it.  That  was  what 
he  told  it  by.    It  was  not  little  writing  with  a  pencil,  but  was  big  print--47. 

By  Senator  Cooprr  : 

Q.  Ton  did  not  promise  to  vote  it  f — ^A.  I  do  not  tell  how  I  vote  any  time.  I  do  not 
tell  everybody  my  business. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  tell  whether  yon  would  vote  it  or  not  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  the  ticket  but  did  not  say  whether  yon  would  vote  it  or  not  f — A.  I 
must  study  a  moment.  He  told  me  that  if  I  voted  the  ticket  he  would  know  it.  I 
told  him  all  right.    That  is  what  I  said  to  him,  and  I  took  the  ticket  and  left. 

Q.  You  did  not  vote  it  f — A.  I  did  not  vote  it.  I  carried  the  ticket  home  and  put  it 
in  my  bureau  drawer,  and  showed  it  to  my  wife  as  a  kind  of  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Yon  voted  the  republican  ticket  f — A.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket  before  two 
or  three  hundred  men. 


Jacksonville,  Fla.,  December  29, 1876. 

DISCHARGED  FOR  NOT  VOTING  A  MARKED  TICKET. 

Benjamin  Niblack  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T— Answer.  I  live  in  this  county  now,  sir— Duval 
County. 

Q.  You  are  a  colored  man,  I  believe  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  whose  employ  were  you  just  before  the  election  f — A.  I  was  in  the  employ  of 
H.  B.  McCallum. 

Q.  Who  is  he  f — A.  He  is  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Jacksonville  Press. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  his  employ  f — A.  I  would  have  been  in  his  employ,  on 
the  13th  of  next  month,  four  years. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  T — A.  A  pressman  in  his  ofiSce. 

Q.  Did  McCallum  present  to  you  a  democratic  ticket  with  any  marks  on  it  on  the 
day  of  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  day  of  election  he  handed  me  a  straight-out  dem- 
ocratic ticket  numbered  100. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  to  do  with  it  f — A.  He  came  to  me  on  the  evdniog  before  the 
election  and  talked  with  me  about  that  ticket.  The  day  before  the  election  I  hired  a 
man  to  work  in  my  place.  I*wanted  to  turn  out  in  the  procession  here  the  day  before 
the  election.  That  evening  about  sundown,  after  the  procession  broke  up,  I  met  him 
on  the  street,  and  he  asked  me  to  come  with  him  in  his  office.  I  went  in  with  him, 
and  we  had  a  considerable  argument  there  with  reference  to  the  election,  one  thine 
and  another,  and  be  asked  me  to  let  him  see  me  next  day  before  I  voted.  I  told  him  I 
would.  I  left  and  did  not  come  down  town  that  day  at  all.  I  was  appointed  one  of 
the  challengers  at  the  polls  in  the  *precinct  of  Brooklyn.  I  was  over  there,  and  he 
came  over  there  about  two  o'clock  in  the  evening — he  and  another  man  in  a  buggy. 
He  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  had  voted.  I  tola  him  I  had  not.  He  handed  me  this 
ticket,  and  asked  me  whether  1  would  vote  that  ticket.  I  told  him  I  could  not  vote  that. 
I  looked  at  the  ticket,  and  he  and  I  had  a  right  smart  talk  there  about  it.  He  asked 
me  if  I  could  go  down  to  the  office  and  work  that  night.  I  told  him  if  I  did  not  go  I 
would  send  a  man.  I  left  there  very  soon  afterwards  to  go  and  look  for  somebody  to 
work  in  my  place  that  night,  and  as  soon  as  I  left  he  came  on  behind  and  overtook  me. 
I  do  not  believe  it  was  but  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  where  the  polls  were 
opened,  when  he  stopped  me  again  and  asked  me  if  I  was  not  goin^  to  vot«  tnat  ticket. 
I  told  him  I  did  not  think  I  could.  He  kind  of  insisted  on  my  voting  that  ticket.  He 
talked  about  the  legal-advertising  law ;  that  that  law  was  against  him ;  that  I  had 
been  working  with  him,  and  he  had  been  furnishing  me  meat,  bread,  &o.,  and  be 
thought  I  ought  to  vote  with  him.  He  gave  me  the  ticket  and  expected  me  to  vote  it. 
I  left  him  to  get  a  man  to  work  in  my  place  that  night,  and  I  put  the  ticket  in  my 
pocket.  The  next  morning  I  went  to  work  as  usual  at  seven  o'clock,  and  had  been 
working  for  half  an  hour  or  so,  folding  papers  to  make  up  the  mail,  when  he  came  in 
and  asked  me  for  the  morning  papers.  He  jumped  up  and  started,  and  I  thought  be 
had  gone  out ;  he  went  out  of  the  door,  but  came  back  again,  and  said  to  me,  **  Well, 
Ben.,  you  went  back  on  me."  I  stopped  working.  He  said,  "  You  went  back  on  our 
party]  yon  would  not  vote  with  us.''  I  told  him  that  I  could  not  vote  the  ticket  he 
gave  me.  "  Well,''  said  he,  **  you  have  done  all  yon  could  against  us.  Yon  can't  do 
any  more.  It  is  all  over  now.  You  would  run  around  making  speeches  against  us,  and 
did  us  aU  the  harm  you  could.    You  can't  do  us  any  more  harm,  and  I  think  we  can't 
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stay  toother  peaceably  any  longer ;  oonseqaently  we  had  better  dissolve  partnership.'' 
I  got  right  up,  took  ap  my  overcoat,  and  came  right  out  of  the  office,  and  haven't  been 
down  there  siuce. 

Q.  You  did  not  vote  the  ticket  he  gave  yon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  got  that  ticket  yet  f — A.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  have  got  the  ticket ; 
I  remember  it  was  a  straight-ont  democratic  ticket,  with  100  at  the  head  of  it,  in  ink. 

Q.  What  kind  of  ink  f— A.  A  kind  which  showed  right  through  the  ticket,  a  kind  of 
black  ink. 

Q.  Stamped  on  or  written  f— A.  No,  sir ;  it  ivas  in  figures,  with  a  pen  and  ink,  and 
showed  dear  through  the  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  was  that  r— A.  That  was  Mr.McCallnm. 

Q.  Is  he  a  native  of  this  oonntry,  or  is  he  a  northern  man  ? — A.  He  is  from  North 
Carolina  or  South  Carolina^  I  think— one  or  the  other — South  Carolina,  I  think.  I 
know  his  wife  is,  and  his  children  now  are  in  Tennessee,  I  think. 

Q.  YoQ  do  not  know  how  long  he  has  lived  here  f — A.  Some  seven  or  eight  years,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  he  came  from— ^he  himself? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  got  ac- 
qaainted  with  him  in  Lake  City,  about  65  miles  from  here. 

Q.  Yon  worked  with  him,  then,  before  yon  came  here  f — ^A.  Three  years  before  he 
came  here,  and  I  worked  with  him  all  this  year,  up  to  the  election. 


Jacksonvillb,  December  29, 1876. 

EXAMINATIOM  OF  THB  MARKED  TICKETS. 

Edwin  Higgins  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion.  You  are  clerk  of  the  cironit  court  and  ex  officio  county  clerk  of  Duval 
Conn^  T — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  in  your  possession  the  ballots  nsed  at  the  East  Jacksonville  precinct  f — 
A.  I  have,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  produce  them  before  the  committee  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

[Ballot-box  produced  and  opened.] 

Q.  Are  these  the  ballots  as  they  came  into  your  possession  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  never  have  been  disturbed? — ^A.  Never  oeen  disturbed. 

Q.  Just  examine  these  ballots  and  say  if  there  are  any  marks  or  stamp?  upon  them, 
except  in  the  ordinary  way — except  the  ordinary  printing  of  the  ballots  ? — A.  [Exam- 
ining.]   Yes,  sir ;  I  find  thirty  marked. 

Q.  In  what  manner  ;  what  is  the  mark  upon  this  one  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  f — A. 
It  is  stamped  with  blue  ink  **  November  7,  1876,  No.  67." 

Q.  Are  all  marked  in  the  same  manner,  but  with  different  numbers  f — ^A.  Some  of 
them  are  simply  numbered,  I  think,  without  the  date. 

Q.  What  ticket  is  it — of  what  political  party  f— A.  It  is  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Are  all  the  candidates  upon  it — the  national,  State,  county,  and  township  candi- 
dates f — ^A.  They  are  all,  sir;  all  the  national.  State,  and  county  candidates. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  Some  are  scratched  out;  this  one  is,  [showing.]    What  part  of  the  ticket  is 
erased  f — ^A.  The  vote  for  constable. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  It  has  the  Tilden  electors  and  Drew,  and  Hull,  and  Finley,  democratic  candidate 
for  Congress,  and  the  assemblymen  from  Duval  County  f— A.  Yes.  sir.  There  is  one  of 
them  simply  marked  with  a  number  in  lead-pencil,  not  marked  with  blue  ink. 

Senator  Cooper.  Here  is  one  with  no  vote  for  the  presidential  electors  at  alL 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Here  is  one  with  the  presidential  electors  oS,  but  with  the  rest  of  the  State  and 
eoanty  democratic  ticket. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  the  exceptions  named,  the  tickets  are  straight  democratic  tickets?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Are  these  all  the  democratic  tickets  that  you  have  in  the  box  f— A.  No,  sir. 
Q*  Where  is  the  mark  on  those  tickets ;  front  or  rear  ? — A.  They  are  on  the  front  of 
the  ticket. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  On  the  face  f — A.  On  the  face  of  the  paper. 

Q.  Was  there  a  lar^e  nnmber  of  democratic  tickets  there  not  marked  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cooper.  What  is  the  vote  of  the  precinct  ? 

Senator  Teller.  Do  yon  mean  the  democratic  vote  f 

Senator  Cooper.  Both. 

The  Witness.  I  can  tell  you  by  referrinj^r  to  my  papers,  [looking.]  The  highest 
vote  cast  fur  the  democratic  electors  is  132. 

Q.  What  is  the  republican  f  — A.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  for  the  republican  elect- 
ors. 

Q.  251  and  132  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  on  the  face  of  the  republican  ticket  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Examine  them  and  see. — A.  I  see  no  mark  upon  them  except  the  ordinary  ticket 
headed  with  a  flag. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Headed  with  a  flag  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Are  these  numbers  on  these  tickets  serial  numbers  or  are  they  but  one  nnmber  ? 
Just  read  some  of  the  numbers, — A.  1276  on  one,  4B43  on  another,  6846,  78,  4567,  95, 
4572,82.89,90,2245,87,3834,036,79,  2254,  2264,  51,  0003,  6914,  961,  3036,0002,2036,83, 
88, 67, 81, 94,  and  360  on  others. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  That  is  in  pencil  f    [Showing  a  ticket.] — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  last  one  T — A.  The  last  one. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  that  poll  during  the  day  or  evening  f— -A.  I  was  there  two 
or  three  times  during  the  day. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  these  marked  tickets  at  that  time,  or  hear  any  one 
speak  of  it  ? — ^A.  Not  at  that  time ;  I  did  not  hear  them  speak  of  the  marked  tickets. 

AN  explanation. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  explanation  of  them  at  that  time,  or  of  any  stamp  with  refer- 
ence to  them,  or  of  the  result  of  them  ? — A.  J  was  told  by  a  party  that  they  had  voted 
thirty  colored  men  for  the  democratic  ticket  that  they  knew  of. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  That  is  hardly  competent,  is  it  t 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  was  that  party  that  told  you  that  ?— A.  Thomas  V.  Casson. 
Q.  Is  he  a  democrat? — A.  He  is  generally  known  as  a  democrat,  sir. 
Q.  Where  was  it  he  told  you  this  ? — ^A.  He  told  me  that  at  the  precinct  during  the 
day  of  election  ;  it  may  have  been  afterwards,  but  I  think  it  was  at  that  time. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Did  he  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f  ~A.  I  could  not  swear  to  that. 
By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 

Q.  You  may  gather  all  these  up  now  ;  I  want  to  see  the  ballots  at  the  precinct  of  the 
old  clerk^s  oflftce  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. — A.  That  is  known  as  Jacksonville 
East. 

Q.  Jacksonville  East,  as  distinguished  from  East  Jacksonville  f—A.  Yes,  sir.  [Bal- 
lot-box prod  need.  ] 

Q.  Examine  these  ballots  and  see  if  there  was  any  mark  upon  them.  Are  those  bal- 
lots in  the  same  condition  as  when  they  came  into  your  possession  from  the  precinct 
canvassers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Just  count  the  number  of  tickets  which  you  have  discovered  are  marked  with 
serial  numbers. — A.  Twenty-four. 

Q.  Are  these  marked  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  other  precinct? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Give  the  numbers  as  they  are  marked.— A.  84.  5645,  82,6138,121,47,4593,4582, 
4030, 129, 7067, 9250, 4040, 5040, 459, 107, 474  0, 3030, 2265, 91, 156, 021, 4041,  and  4667. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Twenty-fonr,  you  say  f — ^A.  That  is  what  I  have  counted. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  these  straight  democratic  tickets  ? — A.  I  have  not  looked  at  them  to  see. 

Q.  Jaat  look  at  them. — A.  [Looking.]  All  bat  foar  of  them  are  straight  demo- 
cratic tickets. 

Q.  How  are  these  four;  scratched f— A.  Three  of  the  four  have  the  constables 
scratched,  and  the  last  one  has  Mr.  Finley. 

By  Senator  Coopeb  : 
Q.  Scratched  and  written  T — A.  Scratched  and  written,  and  Hayes  and  Wheeler  in 
the  place  of  Samuel  J.Tilden  at  the  head  of  the  ticket.    It  has  the  democratic  electors 
on  it. 

THE  VOTING-PRECINCTS. 

By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  many  precincts  were  appointed  for  this  coanty  f — A.  Eleven. 

Q.  How  many  were  usually  appointed  ? — A.  At  the  previous  election  I  think  there 
were  twelve, 

Q.  Were  the  precincts  distributed  generally  for  the  convenience  of  voters  ? — ^A.  It 
was  so  considered  by  them.  There  were  inside  of  the  city  limits  three  precincts ; 
formerly  there  were  only  two, 

Q.  Now,  what  is  the  vote  in  this  city  f — A.  I  could  not  give  you  the  number  of  votes 
in  the  city. 

Q.  Can  yon  approximate  to  it  t — A.  Probably  twelve  hundred. 

Q.  The  law  requires,  I  believe,  that  the  canvassing  of  the  county  returns  shall  all 
be  completed  at  one  sitting,  withont  adjonmment,  after  the  close  of  the  polls. — A.  It 
does,  as  I  understand  it.  The  precinct  canvass  shall  be  made  before  the  adjournment 
of  the  inspectors. 

Q.  Was  there  a  precinct  appointed  on  the  other  side  of  the  St.  John's  River  f — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  there  was  one  at  Mayport,  one  at  Pottsburgh,  and  Reed*s  Landing. 

Q.  Were  these  central  placf^ii,  and  convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  voters  ?— A. 
I  think  so.  They  were  places  at  which  precincts  were  usually  established,  and  I  think 
they  were  as  convenient  as  could  be  fixed  without  establishing  precincts  where  there 
were  only  a  very  few  voters. 

Q.  Which  was  the  precinct  that  was  dropped  ?— A.  There  were  two  dropped  ;  one  at 
Geiger's  and  one  at  Yellow  Bluff. 

Q.  How  near  were  the  precincts  to  these  places  this  year  f — ^A.  I  think  at  Geiger's 
the  nearest  one  was  probably  six  or  eight  miles. 

Q.  It  is  only  a  sparsely-settled  portion  of  the  county  f — A.  Well,  in  all  that  section 
there  are  probably  fifty  to  eighty  votes  in  and  around  a  radius  of  several  miles — those 
who  would  have  voted  there  if  there  had  been  a  precinct  there. 

Q.  Yon  mean  at  Geiger's  or  the  place  where  the  precinct  was? — A.  At  Yellow  Bluff. 
Taking  the  two  places  together,  I  don't  think  there  wonld  be  over  eighty  voters. 

Q.  Yellow  Bluff  and  GeigeFs  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  think  there  wonld  have  been 
that  many  votes  cast  there,  hecanse  they  generally  came  to  town. 

Q.  Persons  are  allowed  to  vote  in  any  precinct  they  have  a  mind  to  ?— 'A.  In  any 
precinct  of  the  county. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  town  f — A-  Geiger's  f 

Q.  Yes  ? — ^A-  I  could  not  tell  you  the  distance  ;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  At  former  elections  persons  from  Geiger's  did  come  to  town  from  that  precinct  to 
vote.  Do  you  know  that  ? — ^A.  At  the  election  two  years  ago  they  did  not.  The  most 
of  the  voters  at  that  time  were  in  a  log-camp  there  with  Mr.  Tolliferro. 

Q.  Where  were  they  this  year  f — A.  I  don't  think  there  was  a  log-camp  there  this 
year.    All  came  to  town  that  were  np  there. 

Q.  The  precincts  were  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  Are  you  clerk  of  that  board  T — ^A.  I  am,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  vote  of  Geiger's  and  Yellow  Bluff  was  two  years  ago  f — 
A.  I  do  not  remember,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  find  out;  have  you  any  means  of  learning  it  7 — A.  I  think  I  can  by  refer- 
ring to  my  papers  here.  [Papers  produced.]  This  is  a  list  of  the  voters  at  the  election 
held  at  Geiger's  precinct  on  November  3, 1)574.  That  is  the  election  I  referred  to  when 
the  log-camp  was  there ;  91  votes. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  as  between  the  parties ;  can  you  tell  that  and  who  was  run- 
ning 7 — A.  I  can't  tell  from  this ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  7 — ^A.  I  remember  it  went  heavily  democratic ;  the  colored  men 
were  all  voted  democratic. 

Q.  It  was  heavily  democratic  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  it  at  Yellow  Blnff,  as  to  the  number  of  votes  7 — A.  [Looking.]  This  is 
he  1672  return.    Wm.  D.  Bloxham,  the  democratic  candidate  for  governor,  received 
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forty-nine  votes,  and  Ossian  B.  Hart,  the  republioan  candidate  for  governor,  received 
eighteen.    There  were  sixty-nine  votes  there. 

Q.  Sixty-nine  votes  in  1872;  yon  have  got  the  1874  retnm  f — ^A.  I  do  not  find  it. 

Q.  Bloxham  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  governor,  was  he  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  this 
is  the  report  of  the  vote  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1874 :  Josiah  T.  Walls  17  votes, 
and  Jesse  Finley  39 ;  56  in  all.    That  is  13  votes  less  than  the  year  previoos. 

Q.  Are  yon  clerk  of  this  connty  f — ^A.  I  am,  sir. 

DEPUTIES  FOR  REGISTRATION. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  special  depnties  for  registration  T — ^A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  qualify  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  go  ont  to  get  the  registration  f — Am  Well,  none  but  very  few.  It  was 
only  for  special  occasions  when  they  registered  in  that  mode.  There  were  very  few 
brought  in  by  them.    Very  nearly  every  one  came  here. 

Q.  They  brought  in  a  few  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  registered  them  on  the  grand  register,  did  yon  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  vote  of  this  last  precinct  at  this  last  election — Jacksonville 
East  T — A.  The  vote  of  Jacksonville  East  was  as  follows :  for  the  democratic  electors, 
500';  for  the  republican  electors,  102. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  look  at  North  Jacksonville,  too.  Please  show  me  the 
ballots. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  say  there  are  three  precincts  in  the  city  f — ^A.  We  have  only  looked  at  one 
in  the  city.    This  is  the  one— Jacksonville  East. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  far  are  these  precincts  apart  in  the  city  f — A.  They  are  all  not  over  half  to 
three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  North  Jacksonville  is  in  the  city ;  what  are  the  others  f — A.  North  Jacksonville, 
West  and  East  Jacksonville — East,  \Ve8t,  and  North.    This  box  [producing  it]  has 
never  been  opened. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  is  the  original  seal  upon  it  unbroken  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  How  did  the  others  happen  to  be  open  f— A.  The  House  committee  opened  them. 
Q.  The  House  committee  opened  the  others  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  The  republican  tickets  all  had  flags  on  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Look  and  see  how  many  democratic  tickets  were  cast  at  this  precinct  f — ^A.  For 
republican  electors,  686 ;  for  democratic  electors,  13. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Was  there  nothing  on  the  republican  tickets  f    No  mark  on  none  of  them  f — ^A.  I 
have  not  seen  any  on   bem. 
Q.  There  is  one  marked  "  John  "  on  the  back.    [Showing.] 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  In  that  precinct  do  yon  find  any  democratic  tickets  marked  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  But  one  republican  marked  "  John ''  with  a  lead-pencil  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

MORE  marked  tickets. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  was  the  other  city  precinct  ? — ^A.  West  Jacksonville.  [Ballot-box  produced.] 
Q.  What  is  this  precinct  T— A.  Jacksonville  West.    This  box  has  never  been  opened. 
It  is  Just  as  I  received  it. 
Q.  How  many  ballots  do  yon  find  marked  t — A.  Two. 
Q.  What  are  they,  democratic  tickets  f — A.  They  are,  straight. 
Q.  What  are  the  numbers  f— A.  1,030  and  5,567. 
Q.  What  are  they  stamped  with,  what  colored  ink  f— A.  Blue  ink. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  1,030  and  5,567  ;  now,  the  democratic  tickets  are  much  longer  than  the  republi- 
cans, anyhow  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Cod  that  be  detennined  after  they  are  folded  up  f— A.  It  possibly  might  be  by 
the  bulk. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  What  was  the  vote  at  that  preciDct  f — A.  For  the  democratic  electors,  268 ;  for 
the  republican  electors,  88. 

Q.  At  this  precinct  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  268  to  88?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Jacksonville,  January  3, 1877. 

MARKED  TICKETS  AT  MAYPORT. 

Edwin  Higgins  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Have  yon  examined  any  other  of  the  ballot-boxes  of  this  county  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  was  in  them  any  marked  ballots  f — ^Answer.  I  have  examined  only 
one  particularly  since  the  committee  was  in  my  office. 

Q.  Which  was  that  f — A.  Mayport. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  marked  ballots  in  that  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  these  ballots  with  you  f — A.  I  have,  sir. 

Q.  Let  UB  see  them. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  precinct  was  it?— A.  Mayport. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  many  of  these  ballots  did  you  find  in  the  ballot-box  f— A.  Seventeen. 

Q.  How  were  they  stamped  f — A.  In  the  same  manner  as  the  others  which  we  dis- 
covered. 

Q.  Serial  numbers,  in  blue  ink  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jost  give  the  numbers,  will  you  t— A.  3, 0270,  1,  3109, 9025,  25,  4216,  16,  27,  8925, 
26,  907,  3235,  19,  20,  529,  and  2. 

Q.  Are  those  straight  tickets  all  of  them,  or  are  any  scratched  ?— A.  They  are  all 
straight  democratic  tickets,  with  the  exception  of  five  or  six,  which  have  the  constables 
only  scratched. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Some  of  the  constables  f — A.  Some  of  the  constables. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  you  find  any  marked  republican  tickets  in  the  box  f  ^A.  I  did  not,  sir. 

LIST  OF  prisoners. 

Q.  Have  you  a  list  of  the  persons  who  were  confined  in  the  county  jail  of  this 
county  on  the  7th  of  November  lastf — A.  I  have  a  list  of  persons,  I  don't  know 
whether  all  of  them  or  not,  but  it  was  a  list  that  was  famished  by  the  House  commit- 
tee, and  to  which  I  testified  before  that  committee. 

Q.  Let  me  see  the  list  f 

(List  handed  to  chairman.) 

Q.  Have  you  examined  to  ascertain  on  what  charges  these  persons  were  there  con- 
fined f — ^A.  I  have. 

Q.  Jost  state  them  in  their  order,  and  what  has  been  the  disposition  of  the  respect- 
ive cases  since  that  time  f — A.  There  were  nine  of  these  parties  that  were  said  to  nave 
voted  on  the  7th  of  November,  at  that  time  under  indictment.  They  were  all,  under 
information,  held  for  after  examination.    None  of  them  that  were  indicted  voted. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Committed  on  examination t — A.  Committed  on  examination ;  the  circuit  court  of 
this  county  met  on  the  Slst  of  November,  and  the  grand  jnry  was  impaneled  at  that 
time,  or  in  that  week.  Since  that  time  the  grand  jury  have  tried  indictments  against 
a  part  of  them,  and  a  part  of  them  the  district  attorney  has  filed  information  against. 
Thomas  Allen,  information  filed  against  him  of  petty  larceny,  plead  guilty  November 
2H,  1876. 

Q.  Anv  finding  in  that  case  f — ^A.  There  was,  bat  no  sentence  made  yet.  Edward 
Braddoek,  no  information  in  his  case,  and  no  case  been  made  against  him  yet. 
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By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  DiBcbarged  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  discharged  yet  or  not.  William  Braddock 
was  convicted  December  13  of  mnrder,  on  an  indictment  found  afi;er  the  court  con- 
vened. Jerry  Barber  plead  guilty  of  petty  larceny,  on  information  filed  by  the  State's 
attorney.  John  Christian  was  in  for  petty  larceny,  but  has  since  been  acquitted.  John 
L.  Deliphas  was  indicted  for  assault,  with  intent  to  mnrder.  He  was  found  guilty  of 
simple  assault. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  When  was  he  indicted  f — ^A.  It  was  November  27, 1  think,  after  the  finding  of  the 
grand  jury  on  the  2l8t  or  22d.  Henry  Deliphas,  in  for  petit  larceny,  was  found  not 
guilty  November  27 ;  Frank  Davis,  found  guilty  of  grand  larceny  December  22,  on  an 
indictment  found  by  the  grand  Jury.  I  have  John  Green  down  here,  informed  against, 
found  guilty  December  13.    He  did  not  vote. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  He  did  not  vote  T—A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Found  guilty  of  what! — ^A.  Murder.    John  H.  Hodges,  informed  against  for  petit 
larceny,  plead  guilty  December  14th ;  Augustus  Harper,  indictment  found  against  him 
of  larceny  November  27th,  not  tried  yet. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  Of  petit  larceny  T — A.  Grand  larceny. 

Q.  What  was  the  stealing  f — ^A.  Stealing  a  razor.  It  could  not  be  grand  larceny. 
Henry  D.  Lloyd,  in  for  petit  larceny  on  information ;  Edward  Robinson,  pt«tit  larceny 
on  information ;  Jackson  Ramsay,  found  guilty  of  petit  larceny  November  27tb  ;  John 
H.  Smith,  indictment  filed  December  21,  not  tried,  for  larceny ;  Kiward  Small,  found 
guilty  of  rape  December  21 ;  Lymus  Thomas 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Thomas  or  Tomas  f — ^A.  Thomas,  petit  larceny,  no  case  has  been  presented  against 
him  yet. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  You  have  got  one  more. — ^A.  I  gave  no  evidence  against  that  man. 

Q.  Let  us  have  the  name. — A.  Dr.  Koch  was  in  Jail  November  7th,  and  did  not  vote. 
He  was  the  only  man  in  the  Jail  that  was  there  who  had  been  convicted.  There  had 
been  bail  in  his  case,  and  he  was  not  here  until  his  bail  was  discharged. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  these  persons  voted,  or  anything  about  it  ? — A.  I  do  not ;  I 
was  not  there. 


Jacksonville,  Januartf  2, 1877. 

THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  JOHN  H.  ABBOTT. 

John  H.  Abbott  sworn  and  examined  by  the  chairman : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? — A.  I  have  taken  up  my  permanent  residence 
here  about  two  years  ago;  had  been  for  several  successive  years  living  here  with  my 
family ;  but  two  years  ago  I  became  a  resident,  votiug  here  at  that  time. 

Q.  iVom  what  State  did  you  come  ?— A.  Massachusetts. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  part  in  politics  here  ? — A.  Not  a  great  deal  here.  I  have  North ; 
have  been  in  the  legislature  tnere  several  years  from  a  district  near  Boston.  I  have 
never  taken  any  particular  interest  in  politics  here.  I  came  down  for  my  health  in  the 
first  place,  just  to  keep  quiet  and  recover  my  health,  with  the  determination  to  keep 
out  of  politics  entirely  and  be  independent  of  either  party;  that  was  my  intention, 
neither  to  have  any  kind  of  ofiice  nor  controversy. 

Q.  What  was  your  politics,  republican  or  democratic  ? — A.  Always  republican. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  experience  as  a  republican  ;  have  you  kept  your  determina- 
tion up  noTt  to  have  anything  to  do  with  politics,  or  did  yon  have  something  to  do  with 
them  ? — A.  When  I  got  down  here  I  was  thrown  among  a  certain  class  of  associate 
and  I  really  got  into  my  head  an  impression  that  the  republican  party  was  on  the 
wrong  side  oAhe  honse,  and  I  was  really  in  sympathy  with  the  democratic  movement 
here — what  was  called  here  the  conservative  municipal  movement  at  this  last  election. 
I  went  in  and  put  some  money  to  help  the  thing  along.     It  was  reported  among  my 
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frieDds  at  the  North  that  I  had  tarDed  round  and  become  a  democrat,  and  a  good  many 
w^re  surprised,  for  I  had  always  been  a  republican ;  but,  after  investigating  somewhat 
more  tboronghly,  I  became  satisfied  in  my  mind  that  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  go  in 
with  the  democrats  here.  I  did  not  think  they  were  sincere  in  the  course  they  were 
pursuing;  did  not  think  they  were  honest  in  their  pretensions.  They  were  for  peace, 
bat  all  are  not  as  represented.  I  immediately  stopped  and  considered  the  looks  of  the 
thing,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  could  not  really  go  in  with  the  democratic 
party.  When  I  came  here  I  really  thought  they  were  the  conseryative  party,  and  that 
It  was  not  best  for  me  to  go  in  with  the  republican  party. 

WHAT  CHANGED  MB.  ABBOTT'S  MIND. 

Q.  What  changed  your  mind  with  reference  to  them ;  what  particular  facts  or  cir- 
cnmstances  caused  that  change  f — A.  Well,  I  saw  the  tone  of  the  democratic  papers, 
particularly  this  Jacksonville  Press,  the  leading  organ  of  the  democratic  party,  in  its 
leaders ;  the  editors  of  the  Press  themselves  are  leading  democratic  men.  When  they 
thought  that  I  was  in  sympathy  with  them  they  were  free  to  talk  with  me,  and  I 
judged  from  a  great  many  of  the  remarks  that  they  made  as,  that  they  were  conquered 
but  not  beaten  ;  they  would  talk  it  right  out— all  the  leading  men.  Aud  then  this  other 
point :  I  saw  right  off  at  a  glance  that  no  matter  how  well  a  man  stood  here  and  North 
as  a  republican,  that  when  ne  came  down  here  the  very  moment  he  identified  himself 
with  the  republican  party  as  a  member,  all  the  leading  democrats  right  through  the 
State  (well,  we  cannot  call  it  anything  but  persecution)  made  it  just  as  unpleasant  as 
they  could  for  him.  They  woufd  make  obnoxious  remarks,  and  in  fact  some  of  the 
leading  democrats  said— when  I  came  back,  within  two  or  three  days  before  the  elec- 
tion, they  generally  supposed  from  the  course  I  took  last  spring  that  I  was  going  to 
act  with  the  democrats ;  but  when  they  found  how  I  was  going,  after  I  had  gone  out 
in  that  republican  procession,  the  next  morning,  to  my  surprise,  I  found  my  name  ad- 
vertised in  the  democratic  papers  as  if  I  had  committed  some  terrible  crime.  I  seemed 
to  be  marked,  spotted,  and  branded  with  them,  from  the  fact  that  I  took  part  in  that 
procession.  Some  of  them  tried  to  get  into  an  altercation  with  me,  and  as  I  passed 
them  uttered  the  most  disagreeable  and  insulting  remarks,  such  as  "  Any  man  that 
would  stoop  so  low  as  to  go  out  in  a  republican  procession,"  &.c.  And  such  temarks 
came  from  what  I  call  the  leading  democrats,  righrin  public. 

Q.  Were  you  a  candidate  for  any  office  t — A.  None  whatever. 

y.  Have  you  ever  been  T — A,  Not  here.  I  always  had  been  prominent  in  the  politi- 
cal line  North  and  they  wanted  me  to  stand  for  the  council  here,  but  I  refused  ;  that 
was  my  intention  when  I  came  down. 

PROPERTY    DAMAGED. 

Q.  Did  any  circumstance  happen  as  far  as  your  property  was  concerned  after  you 
appeared  in  that  republican  procession  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  put  out  a  little  flag  over  my  front 
door  at  election-time.  Now  to  come  right  back  to  this  point,  it  was  conceded  by  the 
republicans  that  because  I  was  acting  with  the  democrats  in  the  municipal  election — 
they  said  it  was  a  democratic  movement — that  I  was  a  democrat,  aud  the  democrats 
claraed  Mr.  Abbott,  a  prominent  republican  North,  as  being  in  the  conservative  move- 
ment here.  So  when  I  took  part  in  the  procession  the  general  tone  was  that  they  felt 
a  little  disappointed.  Such  men  as  Stokes  Boyd  would  not  speak  to  me  afterward  on 
the  street,  but  pass  right  by.  Well,  for  that  demonstration  before  the  day  of  the  elec- 
tion, I  put  a  flag  up  that  morning  and  it  is  still  up  over  my  front  door.  This  was,  I 
think,  about  Thursday  night  after  the  election.  I  don't  know  whether  you  can  call  it 
political  or  not,  but  some  time  during  that  night  the  whole  of  my  front  piazza,  and  the 
front  steps  clear  out,  and  the  flag-staff  were  besmeared  over  with  a  poke-berry  which 
they  have — a  red-colored  dye-stuff— several  quarts  of  it.  My  colored  man  also  found  a 
note,  which  read,  "Take  in  your  damned''  or  "  Qod-damned  Yankee  flag  and  go  to 
bell."  Well,  I  did  not  take  the  flag  in  and  it  is  still  up  there.  Now  I  did  not  charge 
that  on  the  democratic  party.  If  I  had  been  up  for  office  it  miglit  have  been  them. 
I  can  hardly  account  for  it.  It  is  not  the  colored  men,  because  they  are  all  particu- 
larly friendly  to  me. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  who  did  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  get  the  least  possible  clew.  I  thought 
I  hod  a  clew,  but  I  was  not  on  the  right  track. 

WHY  CALLED  A  CARPET-BAGGER. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  use  of  the  term  carpet-bagger?  Is  it  applied  simply  to  men 
holding  office  or  to  men  who  run  for  office  ? — A.  I  think  they  call  me  a  carpet-bagger. 
The  term  applies  to  those  northern  men  who  come  down  here  and  sympathize  with  the 
republican  party. 

Q.  Whether  they  run  for  office  or  not  f — A.  They  call  me  a  carpet-bagger,  and  I  have 
DOt  the  least  disposition  to  run  for  an  office,  and  gave  them  to  understand  plainly  that 
I  did  not  want  any  office ;  that  I  had  all  the  f>olitical  honor  I  wanted  in  the  North.  I 
was  chairman  of  the  board  of  seleot-meu  in  the  town  of  Maiden,  a  place  about  five 
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miles  oat  of  Boston,  which  was  of  more  honor  than  to  be  mayor  of  JJUskaonville ;  and 
I  was  in  the  legislature  three  years,  two  sejuions^  from  Middlesex ;  and  did  not  consider 
that  any  office  I  ooold  get  down  here  would  be  a  partioalar  honor  to  me.  Now  I  am  in 
no  business,  and  they  cannot  affect  me  in  that  way.  and  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into 
business.  Most  of  the  property  I  own  is  still  in  tne  North,  and  is  in  real  estate. 
I  have  an  agent  thero  to  take  care  of  it.  I  am  the  largest  real-estate  holder  in 
that  town,  I  think,  at  the  present  time,  bat  on  account  of  my  health  I  cannot 
live  there,  as  I  can't  stand  the  dimate ;  and  not  being  in  business  it  don't  worry  me 
at  all.  I  had  a  colored  man  in  my  employ,  an  honest  sort  of  a  fellow,  who  tamed  oat 
in  that  procession.  He  came  and  asked  me  if  he  could  go  oat.  I  said,  ^es.  The  next 
morning  he  came  right  away  to  the  hoase  very  much  troubled,  aad  said  he  had  been 
abased  oy  Mrs.  Lucas.  She  said  to  him,  "  Ton  have  been  off  in  the  republican  prooee- 
sion,  and  you  can  move  out  of  my  bouse.*'  He  lived  up  on  Cedar  street.  She  told  blm 
that  she  saw  him  in  the  procession,  and  he  could  vacate  her  hoase,  as  she  woald  not 
have  a  republican  in  it ;  that  he  ought  to  know  better,  d&o.  I  inquired  of  him, ''  How 
do  you  pay  your  rent ;  do  you  pay  it  in  advance  f"  He  said  he  had  paid  a  week  or  ten 
days  ahead  ;  bnt  she  says,  '^ I  must  go  out  of  it."  I  said,  "Don^t  move  a  single  thing. 
Leave  it  all  with  me.  Your  rent  is  paid  a  week  or  ten  days  ahead.  We  will  see  if  she 
will  put  you  out.  If  she  does,  I  will  buy  yon  a  place ;  keep  perfectly  still."  It  got 
out  and  around  that  day  what  I  had  told  him,  and  Mrs.  Lucas  came  to  him  and  took 
back  all  she  had  said ;  told  him  she  did  not  want  him  to  go  out,  and  did  not  want  to 
put  him  out.  If  I  had  not  taken  the  course  I  did,  he  was  so  scared  that  day  that  he 
wanted  to  go  right  home  and  take  his  things  out ;  he  feared  that  they  would  pitch 
them  into  the  street.  Of  coarse,  this  was  a  woman,  but  women  get  their  cews  from 
some  place.  As  far  as  I  am  individually  oonceined,  theee  things  do  not  scare  me  any. 
I  can  vote  Just  as  I  have  a  mind  to ;  bnt  I  find  that  I,  like  all  men,  would  certainly 
like  to  have  the  good-will  of  the  citizens  here.  If  a  man  behaves  himself  properly  he 
deserves  this.  Take  it  on  election-morning.  I  was  np  in  a  stable,  and  was  talking 
with  a  deputy  United  States  marshaL  He  was  just  then  reading  a  Charleston  paper, 
where  it  advertised  a  lot  of  their  merchants  who  supported  tne  democratic  ticket 
for  the  Presidency.  And  the  Jacksonville  Press  here  recommended  the  employing 
of  democrats  here  to  the  exclusion  of  republicans.  I  made  the  remark  to  this  marshal, 
says  I,  ^'  I  never  saw  that  done  in  my  lire.  I  never  knew  the  leading  wealthy  men  up 
North  to  advertise  in  that  way,  so  as  to  ostracize  and  not  employ  men  because  they 
were  democrats.  I  myself  never  raised  the  question  in  my  life  whether  a  man  was  a 
democrat  or  not,  and  I  have  employed  two  to  three  hundred  hands."  One  of  the  lead- 
ing democrats  standing  by  said  it  was  a  Grod-damned  lie,  and  I  knew  it.  I  looked  at  the 
man,  and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  democratic  men  here.  I  said  nothing  to  him,  and 
kept  quiet.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  politicians.  Now,  I  knew  that  that 
was  a  fact.  I  never  saw  a  republican  paper  North,  and  never  saw  an  advertisement  of 
people  who  claimed  to  be  republicans,  asking  for  patronage  on  that  account.  This  was 
a  common  thin^  here  in  this  paper.  They  were  referring  to  the  paper  and  to  another 
advertisement  in  this  Jacksonville  Press,  about  regularly  employing  democrats ;  some- 
thing adopted  at  a  meeting.  Now,  Dr.  Babcock,  I  like  him  as  a  man,  but  I  think  the 
tone  of  that  Press  is  doing  a  great  wrong,  and  inluring  the  prospects  of  the  State. 

Q.  He  is  the  editor  f— A.  He  is  the  editor  and  leading  man. 

Q.  How  largely  have  northern  men  famished  the  capital  that  has  contributed  to  the 
growth  of  this  State  ?— A.  So  far  as  that  ffoes,  I  think  that  if  the  northern  capital 
which  is  here — if  northern  men  called  in  their  mortgages — ^the  red  flags  would  bang 
out  on  the  houses  as  if  everybody  had  the  small-pox  in  uiem.  I  think  the  capital  laid 
out  here  has  been  almost  entirely  by  northern  men. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  these  large  hotels  were  built  up  by  ? — A.  I  know  this  Carleton 
House  here  was  built,  I  think,  by  northern  men,  who  brought  the  workmen  down 
with  them.  On  the  Grand  National  I  have  a  four-thoasand-dollar  claim,  I  think,  on 
the  inside  traps;  and  I  think  a  northern  man,  John  J.  Rohr,  built  that. 

Q.  How  about  the  business  enterprises — saw-mills  and  orange-groves  ? — A.  So  far  as 
saw-mills  are  concerned,  I  don't  know  much  about  them.  On  the  street  I  think  a  good 
portion  of  the  merchants  are  southern  men.  Think  those  that  keep  these  retail  stores 
are  southern  men,  the  largest  part  of  them. 

Q.  How  about  those  who  of  late  years  have  planted  orange-groves  f —A.  Moetiy 
northern  friends  of  mine  who  have  eome  down  here.  I  am  negotiating  to  pay  ^4,000 
for  a  northern  man.  He  went  back  and  left  this  money  with  me  for  this  purpose,  and 
I  have  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  with  northern  men  asking  information  about 
locating  here,  and  they  are  governed  a  good  deal  by  the  people  living  here.  They  want 
to  know  about  different  things,  and  particularly  if  it  is  safe  to  come  down  here.  I 
am  continually  getting  letters  of  this  character.  Of  course,  it  is  nonsense  about  its 
not  being  safe.  Jit  is  safe  for  a  man  to  come  down  here,  bnt  I  had  letters  from  several 
of  them  who  are  under  the  impression  that  it  is  not  safe  to  come.  I  think  that  is  in  a 
letter  which  I  received  from  Rand,  the  largest  printer  in  Boston.  He  was  the  State 
printer,  bnt  he  has  retired,  and  he  is  laid  up  at  Newton  Center,  Massachusetts.  He 
writes: 
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"Drar  Sir:  A  citizen  of  Florida  as  yoa  are.  I  shonld  be  pleased  to  have  some  ex- 
pression from  yoo  as  to  what  has  been  your  political  experience  in  Florida.  We  bere 
set  two  pictures— one  democratic,  one  republican.  They  differ  verv  materially.  An 
honest  man  does  not  know  which  of  the  pictures  represents  the  truth  of  the  situation. 
Will  YOU  have  the  kindness  to  tell  me,  in  as  few  wonls  as  possible,  what  is  a  fair  show- 
ing of  your  political  experience  and  observations  for  the  fast  three  months?  Here  we 
are  asked  to  believe  that  the  democratic  party  have  been  the  great  conservators  of  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  nation.    Tell  me  in  a  few  words  if  this  is  just  and  proper." 

And  then  he  inquires  about  orange-groves : 

"  Please  tell  me  if  there  is  any  place  there  upon  the  river  upon  which  you  are  located 
that  I  can  buy  for  a  few  hundred  dollars,  where  I  can  reside  winters  and  come  North 
during  the  summers.  I  should  want  a  few  thousand  orange-trees  and  other  Florida 
accompaniments  to  make  it  a  place  not  unattractive.'' 

Q.  I  see  he  asks  you  about  vonr  political  experience  t — ^A.  He  knew  that  I  had  been 
ft  politician  North,  and  thought  it  was  hard  for  me  to  keep  out  down  here.  I  wrote 
back  that  it  was  perfectly  safe  to  come  down  here. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Rand  came  down  and  bought  an  orange-grove  would  he  go  into  the  ranks 
of  the  carpet-baggers  f — A.  I  suppose  he  would  be  associated  with  them. 

Q.  Or  would  any  other  northern  man  coming  down  for  the  same  purpose? — A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  He  is  a  republican,  if  I  remember  correctly  ?— A.  He  alwftys  has  been,  but  has 
taken  no  public  office  lately. 

THE  EFFECT  UPON  TUB  STATE. 

Q.  What  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of  Florida  does  this  opprobrious  treatment  of 
northern  men,  calling  them  caipet-baggers  and  objecting  to  their  freedom  of  opinion, 
have  ? — A.  It  makes  them  feel  uupleasant.  A  man  likes  to  be  treated  well,  and  I 
think  it  is  natural.  I  don't  think  there  is,  perhaps,  that  degree  of  feeling  aeainst  a 
man  that  does  not  take  a  prominent  part  in  politics.  Now,  I  have  tried  to  avoid  taking 
any  prominent  part  at  all,  and  to  keep  out  of  it.  I  did  not  go  to  a  political  meeting, 
but  kept  quiet.  Afterward  I  was  rather  sorry  I  came  out  with  that  procession ;  not 
that  I  was  afraid  to  show  my  colors,  but  I  thought  that  if  I  had  kept  still  it  would  not 
have  been  so  unpleasant.  They  served  the  bank  in  the  same  way.  I  felt  a  little  hurt 
about  that  matter,  for  my  wife — who  died  very  suddenly — before  she  died  did  all  she 
could  to  ^et  up  a  fund  for  the  Saint  Luke's  Hospital.  She  went  on  to  Boston,  and 
raised  quite  a  fund  for  it ;  but  the  hospital  was  unfortunate,  and  was  burned.  The 
insnrance  money,  some  |6,000,  was  put  in  the  bank  over  here.  I  think  nine-tenths  of 
that  hospital  money  was  contributed  by  northern  people,  and  mostly  republicans. 
Most  of  them  that  oome  down  here  are  republicans,  and  wealthy  people.  Well,  the 
very  next  day,  or  the  second  day,  after  that  procession  that  |6,000  was  drawn  out  of 
the  bank. 

Q.  Who  made  the  withdrawal  of  the  money  ?~A.  Two  women,  whose  husbands  are 
prominent  people. 

Q.  Democrats  or  republicans  ?— A.  Democrats.  Mr.  Doggett  and  Mr.  Hartridge. 
Mr.  Hartridge  bad  been  one  of  the  county  commissioners,  but  nad  been  removed.  Tne 
m^ority  of  the  women  trustees  were  not  here.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  not  here — ooly  two 
of  them  were  here,  the  rest  being  North — when  they  drew  that  money  out  of  the  bank ; 
and  the  democrats  as  a  rule 

Q.  What  bank  ? — A  The  First  National  Bank ;  the  only  national  bank  in  Florida. 

Q.  Who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  bank? — A.  Colonel  Moore,  president,  and  Mr. 
Shoemaker,  cashier.  Now  it  is  rather  an  honor  and  &  credit  to  the  State  to  have  a 
national  bank  here. 

Q.  Did  these  officers  of  the  bank  walk  out  in  the  procession  ?— A.  They  rode  there, 
and  I  rode,  and  the  leading  democrats  came  out  the  next  day  and  said  they  would 
draw  their  money  out  of  the  bank.  They  said  the  officers  did  not  have  any  right  to 
go  out  in  a  public  procession.  When  their  threats  came  ouc,  I  said  if  you  are  going 
to  draw  the  lines  just  let  that  be  known,  and  we  republicans  can  put  in  more  mon- 
ey than  is  drawn  out,  if  we  see  fit  to  foreclose  upon  our  mortgages. 

Q.  Was  there  any  democratic  procession  during  the  campaign  ? — ^A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  Did  the  white  democrat's  who  were  business-men  turn  out  with  that  ? — ^A.  Cer- 
tainly, the  democrats  turned  out ;  they  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  I  supposed  I  had  a 
right  to  do  so. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  the  prominent  democrats  in  it  ?— A.  Certainly ;  every  first-class  man. 

Q.  Then  the  objection  was  not  about  turning  out  in  a  procession,  but  in  a  republican 
procession  ? — A.  That  was  it.  I  was  never  so  surprised  in  my  life  as  to  see  my  name 
advertised  as  having  the  audacity  to  go  out  in  a  procession  and  drive  my  own  carriage. 
Colonel  Moore  he  just  drove  in  it  like  myself,  and  he  seemed  to  be  after  that  just  like 
myself,  a  marked  man.  I  heard  the  remark  myself,  ''There  comes  one  of  theOod- 
danmed  radicals ;  spot  him." 

Q.  Did  the  procession  behave  itself  ?— A.  It  was  perfectly  decorous.    I  never  saw  a 
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more  orderly  proceesioD.  It  was  perfectly  quiet.  No  tamnlt ;  a  remarkably  orderly 
procession  ;  no  disturbance  whatever ;  and  no  attempt  at  an  arrest,  or  any  approat^ 
to  it  on  that  day  at  all.  I  thonsht  it  was  rather  rooji^n  usage,  that  because  a  man  saw 
fit  to  go  out  in  a  procession  in  that  way  that  he  should  be  branded  as  a  marked  man. 
Q.  Did  you  hear  any  democratic  speeches  at  all  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  was  north 
all  through  the  summer  up  to  a  week  or  so  before  the  election.  I  came  down  with 
Stokes  Boyd  and  that  party,  getting  here  on  Friday  before  the  election. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  The  republicans  have  a  large  majority  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  you  are  independent  of  the  democrats  for  social  position  f — A.  So  far  as  that 
goes,  perfectly  so. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  are  independent  in  business  of  them  f — A.  I  am  not  in  business, 
and  I  don't  ask  any  odds  of  republicans  or  democrats.  I  am  not  depending  upon  their 
patronage. 

Q.  You  say  the  republicans  are  generally  independent  of  them  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  by  no 
means.  ^ 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  The  republican  party,  as  a  party  here,  are  very  poor.  They  are  work- 
ing people,  colored  people,  and  dependent  upon  their  bread  and  butter  for  a  living. 

Q.  Most  of  the  northern  men  are  republicans  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  the  wealthiest  men  f — A.  As  a  rule,  I  think  the  people  in  business  are 
democrats — those  that  employ  men. 

Q.  There  is  a  large  element  of  northern  men  here  who  are  republicans  f — ^A.  In  the 
winter-time  a  great  many  come  down  here. 

Q.  They  are  the  wealthiest  men  f — A.  Those  who  come  down  to  spend  the  winter  are 
the  wealthiest. 

Q.  I  mean  those  who  reside  here ;  the  northern  men  f — A.  There  are  but  very  few. 
The  distinction  to  be  made  here  is  this  :  The  northern  white  men  of  means  are  those 
who  come  down  here,  and  don't  spend  their  winters  north. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  time  do  they  come,  and  what  time  do  they  go  away  f  — A.  It  is  a  little  late 
here  this  season,  I  find.    This  time  of  year  we  generally  have  more  than  are  here  now. 
They  come  along  in  December,  and  stay  until  March.    I  think  that  the  business  men, 
those  who  carry  on  the  business,  that  largely  employ  people,  are  democrats. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Most  of  the  capital  is  furnished  by  northern  men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  where  capital  is 
let  out.    I  know  quite  a  number  of  northern  men  who  let  money  out  on  mortgages. 

Q.  Most  of  these  business  men  are  doing  business  on  northern  capital  f — A.  I  think 
a  great  many  of  the  houses  and  much  of  the  real  estate  are  managed  by  northern  men ; 
but  I  think,  as  far  as  the  management  of  the  business  enterprises  is  concerned,  that 
most  of  it  is  by  democrats. 

Q.  Still,  the  money  is  furnished  from  the  North  T — ^A.  If  they  want  to  hire  money  on 
mortgages. 

Q.  You  could  close  them  out  very  fast  t — A.  I  suppose  if  the  northern  men  wanted 
to  call  their  money  in  they  could,  if  there  was  any  selling  of  property  now.  No  doubt 
they  could  get  their  money  back.  The  rates  of  interest  here  are  rather  tempting,  if 
you  ever  get  your  money  back  again.  A  man  who  lets  money  out  in  the  North  for  7 
or  8  per  cent,  can  get  18  to  24  per  cent,  here,  and  it  is  very  tempting. 

Q.  You  could  close  them  up  pretty  soon  ?— A.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  bow 
long  it  is  going  to  run. 

Q.  Most  of  them  do  it;  most  of  these  men  in  business? — A.  I  think  mortgages  q& 
real  estate  are  mostly  held  by  northern  men.  I  think  the  business  men,  employing 
people,  are  democrats.  I  guess  a  little  over  two-thirds,  at  least  three-fourths,  of  the 
merchants  are  democratic. 

Q.  Are  they  working  on  their  own  capital  t — A.  That  is  more  than  I  know. 

Q.  Are  there  any  northern  men  among  them  f — ^A.  I  know  some  few  northern  mer- 
chants. I  know  a  question  was  raised  a  short  time  ago,  when  they  were  going  on  in 
that  way,  '*  Where  are  we  going  to  deal  ?"  when  they  said  they  would  not  employ  any 
but  democrats,  **  Where  can  we  trade  f  Is  there  any  republican  store  heref*'  I  be- 
lieve there  were  two  grocery-stores  picked  out  which  were  thought  to  be  all  right. 
They  wanted  to  carry  it  out,  but  it  was  never  done.  I  think  it  was  thought  we  were 
obliged  to  trade  with  democrats. 

Q.  What  is  the  proportion  of  northern  and  southern  men  engaged  in  business  in 
these  stores? — A.  I  think  most  of  them  have  stores. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  proportion  as  between  northern  and  sonthern  men. — ^A.  I 
think  they  are  mostly  southern  men. 

Q.  What  proportion  do  you  think  ?— A.  I  think  that  half,  at  least,  of  these  stores  are 
owned  by  southern  men.    Take  these  Bayas  A,  Sons,  and  others  like  them ;  I  think  yon 
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"Will  find  tbe  large  stores — I  am  quite  sure  they  are  owned  by  sonthem  merchants ;  at 
least  half  of  them  are  sonthem  men. 

Q.  Half  northern  f — A.  I  think  there  is  more  than  half  sonthem  men. 

Q.  Well,  having  a  majority  of  northern  men,  you  can  make  your  own  society? — A. 
We  have  not  a  majority  of  northern  men.  We  have  a  minority  politically  ;  bat  these 
colored  men  are  timid,  and  we  can't  handle  them  as  we  try  to  handle  the  Irish  up 
north. 

Q.  How  was  that  ? — A.  Take,  for  instance,  the  town  of.  Maiden.  We  had  a  large  Irish 
element  there.  The  Boston  Rubber-Shoe  Company  had  their  works  there,  and  most  all 
the  employ^  were  democrate.  We  would  manage  them  by  giving  them  an  office  once 
in  a  while,  so  as  to  get  control  from  the  democrats,  who  most  always  got  them. 

Q.  The  republicans  got  them  sometimes  t — A.  Most  of  the  worst  Irish  would  go  with 
the  democratic  party. 

Q.  Tou  could  get  them  by  giving  them  an  office  and  by  employing  them  f — A.  I  don't 
know  about  employing  them ;  but  we  would  give  them  an  office  occasionally. 

Q.  Did  you  never  hear  of  Irish  being  employed  to  get  their  votes  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
never  knew  that  done. 

Q.  Was  it  a- manufacturing  placet— A.  Quite  a  large  manufacturing  place.  Take, 
for  illustration :  There  is  the  largest  concern  out  there,  the  Boston  Rubber-Shoe  Com- 
pany. It  employs  a  great  many  hands.  The  president  of  it  is  a  leading  republican ; 
but  I  think  seven  out  of  ten  of  the  employ^  are  democrats. 

Q.  Do  they  always  vote  the  democratic  ticket  T — A.  When  Deacon  Converse,  president 
of  the  company,  was  running  for  an  office  in  opposition  to  me,  his  own  men  went  right 
against  him. 

Q.  Did  you  offer  them  nothing? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  happened  to  be  chief  engineer  of  the 
fire  department. 

Q.  Did  you  not  give  them  any  office  in  the  departiftent  or  employ  them  ? — Al.  They 
were  employed,  but  did  not  come  under  me ;  I  was  head  of  the  fire  department. 

Q.  They  were  employed  by  the  fire  department  ? — ^A.  Not  because  they  were  dem- 
ocrats. 

Q.  They  voted  for  you  against  the  other  man  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  they  voted  ; 
this  wae  a  split  in  the  republican  party.  Deacon  Converse  took  the  church  crowd.  It 
was  a  close  election.  It  took  in  the  towns  of  Somerville,  Everett,  and  Maiden.  Deacon 
Converse  got  the  church  men — he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  took  about 
all  the  church  element.  I  was  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department,  and  I  went  down 
there  to  re-organize  the  department,  and  I  got  tbe  firemen  under  me. 

Q.  Tou  had  a  good  many  of  these  Irishmen  in  the  fire  department  ? — A.  Probably  some. 
They  are  of  the  class  of  bone-and-sinew  men ;  and  although  we  cut  down  three  or  four 
comj>anies  and  put  steamers  in  their  places,  which  did  not  take  as  many  men,  I  re-or- 
ganized  the  department  myself.  These  Irish  only  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  and 
there  was  Deacon  Converse,  the  wealthiest  man,  who  owned  nearly  half  the  concern, 
it  was  noticed  at  the  time  ttiat  his  men  voted  against  him. 

ONLY  KNOWN  IN  FLORIDA. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  he  give  his  men  marked  tickets  with  serial  numbers  ? — A.  I  never  knew  any- 
thing of  that  kind  except  rn  Florida.    Men  in  Massachusetts  think  well  of  the  ballot. 
We  have  a  reading  and  writing  amendment,  passed  in  1859. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  is  that? — A.  Henry  J.  Gardner  got  a  law  passed,  which  does  not  ante-date 
before  1859 ;  the  men  who  voted  then  can  still  vote,  but  since  then  a  man  has  got  to 
read  and  write.  They  had  hundreds  to  put  their  names  on  the  voting-list.  If  a  man 
could  write  his  name  and  pick  out  the  words  in  the  Constitution,  he  could  vote ;  unless 
be  could  read  and  write,  he  could  not  vote. 

Q.  Unless  he  could  read  the  Constitution  ? — ^A.  They  had  to  pick  it  out.  They  had  to 
spell  it  out,  and  occasionally  it  made  them  mad. 

Q.  If  he  was  a  German,  and  could  not  read  it  in  English,  what  you  do  ? — ^A.  He  had 
to  read  it  in  English. 

Q.  No  matter  how  well  he  was  educated  in  other  languages,  be  must  read  the  Con- 
stitution in  English ;  no  matter  where  he  was  born,  he  must  be  well  acquainted  with 
English  ? — ^A.  He  has  to  be  naturalized,  and  got  to  be  able  to  write  his  name  and  to 
read. 

Q.  To  read  it  in  English.  Suppose  he  could  read  it  in  German,  would  you  not  let  him 
vot«  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  must  read  it  in  English  ? — A.  Henry  J.  Gardner  had  this  law  passed  to  take 
effect  from  59.  It  was  a  know-nothing  movement  unquestionably.  It  was  done  as  a 
measure  against  tbe  Irish,  but  it  was  a  good  thing.  It  was  done  as  a  political  move- 
ment at  that  time. 

Q.  To  cut  off  the  democratic  vote ?-— A.  Yes,  sir;  although  it  was  a  know-nothing 
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natiye-Amerioan  movement,  it  onght  to  be  a  national  law.  I  believe  it  would  cat  aa 
hard  into  these  white  crackers  here  as  it  would  into  the  colored  people. 

Q.  It  is  a  good  law  to  apply  anywhere  f— -A.  If  a  man  can't  read  or  write  so  as  to 
know  what  he  is  voting;,  he  onght  not  to  vote  becaose  another  man  says  so.  I  think 
he  ought  to  vote  intelligently.  I  think  he  onght  not  to  go  by  the  color  of  his  ballot, 
by  a  pink  ballot  or  something  like  that.  A  great  many  men  used  to  say  to  me,  "  There 
is  Pat  Finnegan — he  can't  read  and  write,  and  yet  he  votes.''  I  told  them  he  bad 
voted  before  the  law  ^  as  passed.  I  have  had  men  come  up  to  me  and  say,  "  Yon  won't 
catch  me  so  again ;"  and  I  would  not  at  the  next  election,  for  they  had  learned  in  the 
mean  time  from  their  children.  I  think  it  is  a  good  idea.  I  believe  in  the  Massachu- 
setts law.    It  did  cnt  into  the  democratic  party—thousands  of  them. 

Q.  Which  would  it  hurt  most  here,  the  democrats  or  republicans  ? — A.  I  think  right 
here  a  good  many  of  these  colored  people  could  read,  and  a  good  many  white  persons 
could  not.  These  crackers  are  the  most  miserable  white  devils  on  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

Q.  You  agree  in  that  with  the  negroes  f  — A.  Well,  you  see,  these  crackers  come  in 
here.  They  are  below  the  negro  every  time.  1  would  rather  be  a  negro  any  time  than 
one  of  them.  You  can  see  them  for  yourself,  these  low  white  trash.  The  very  slaves 
used  to  look  down  upon  them  as  half-starved  wretches. 

IN  REOABD  TO  EDUCATION. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  think  the  crackers,  as  you  call  the  white  native  population,  don't  appreciate 
education  f — ^A.  They  don't  want  it. 

Q.  Don't  they  send  their  children  to  school  f — A.  Not  so  regularly.  I  think  the  col- 
ored people  are  improving  their  chances  for  education  very  fast ;  they  go  to  school, 
and  I  think  you  will  find  the  nefxt  generation  will  take  care  of  themselves ;  only  give 
them  a  chance  to  edacate  themselves. 

Q.  You  find  they  are  generally  ambitious  for  an  education  T — A.  Very  strongly  so ; 
seem  to  thirst  afcer  it.  I  have  got  in  my  employ  a  young  ne^o  girl ;  she  sits  up 
every  night  until  eleven  and  one  o'clock  studying  at  home,  and  is  Dound  to  learn.  And 
I  find,  even  when  they  cannot  go  to  school,  they  are  studying  as  home. 

Q.  How  are  the  colored  people  generally  as  to  being  quiet  and  orderly  f — A.  They 
are  an  excitable  class,  and  of  course  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  addicted  to  petty 
crimes,  thefts,  and  the  like ;  the  largest  proportion  of  them  were  brought  up  in  that 
way,  and  it  can't  be  wondered  at  at  all. 

Q.  Yon  think  tbat  is  one  of  the  results  of  slavery  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that  education  will  lift  them  above  that  f— A.  I  think  so. 

THE  INJURY  DONE  BY  THE  FREEDMAN'S  BANK. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  are  acquiring  a  spirit  of  independence  and  of  manly  dignity 
and  character  f — A.  As  far  as  self-reliance  is  concerned,  I  think  that  the  Freedman's 
Bank  has  made  them  lose  confidence  in  the  whites ;  has  had  a  bad  efifect  upon  them. 
It  is  not  so  much  the  money  lost  as  it  is  the  moral  effect  upon  them  to  discourage 
them.  Hereafter  they  are  not  going  to  trust  people  for  a  long  time.  They  are  improv- 
ident, and  spend  their  money  pretty  freely ;  and  whenever  they  get  three  or  five  dol- 
lars they  go  and  spend  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  class  of  debtors  there  were  in  the  Jacksonville  branch  of  the 
Freedman's  Bank  ? — A.  I  know  of  a  good  many  people  around  here,  servants  and  hard- 
working people,  who  lost  every  dollar. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  persons  f — ^A.  I  know  persons  who  lost  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
dollars. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  white  men  borrowed  money  from  that  bank  and  failed  to 
make  good  their  obligations? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know.  That  bank  burst  up  just 
before  I  came  down  here  to  live.  I  spent  three  winters  in  Cuba  and  in  Gainesville 
before  I  located  here ;  Just  in  traveling  around. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  northern  republicans  who  borrowed  the  money 
from  the  bank  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  investigated  it.  I  know  it  had  a  bad  moral  effect 
upon  the  blacks,  the  losing  of  their  money ;  it  made  them  lose  confidence,  and  they  do 

not  know  where  to  put  their  money.    Just  before  that  a  private  bank  kept  by   

Denny  failed.  I  think  if  there  was  a  savings-bank  in  Florida  that  the  colored  p^ple 
could  have  confidence  in,  they  would  put  their  money  in  and  save  it.  There  is  one 
little  savings-bank  here,  a  kind  of  a  private  institution,  that  is  all  there  is  at  the 
present  time ;  and  I  don't  know  of  a  place  anywhere  in  the  world  where  a  savings- 
bank  is  more  needed  to  catch  the  dimes  and  dollars,  which,  if  saved,  would  keep  their 
owners  from  poverty,  if  you  could  establish  it  in  their  conndenoe  again. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY   OF   J.    W.    C.    MOORE.  305 

jACKSONvtLLE,  Januom  2, 1877. 

A  BANKER^S  EXPERIENCE. 

J.  W.  C.  Moore  pworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

(.^aestion.  Where  do  you  reside  f — ^Answer.  Here  in  Jacksonville. 

Q.  What  bnsiness  are  you  in  f — A.  President  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Florida. 

Q.  How  lonf;  have  yon  lived  heref — A.  Two  years  and  a  little  over. 

Q.  What  has  been  yonr  observation  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  republican  and 
the  democratic  parties  to  each  other  in  this  State  and  this  vicinity  ? — ^A.  Well,  there  is 
a  hostile  feeling.  I  suppose,  on  account  of  my  position  it  would  not  be  naturally  ex- 
pressed toward  me  as  toward  others.  At  the  same  time,  I  find  a  great  many  irrespon- 
sible parties  who  make  remarks  as  I  pass  on  the  street  such  as,  ^'  There  is  another 
damned  republican,"  or  something  of  that  kind,  which  is  not  pleasant  for  us  to  hear. 

WHAT  CONSTITDTES  A  CARPET-BAGGER. 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  what  class  of  persons  the  term  ''  carpet-bagger  "  is  applied  here  f 
— A.  I  have  given  my  opinion  about  that,  and  it  has  been  disputed;  bat  my  opinion  is, 
and  I  have  so  avowed  it  openly,  that  *'  carpet-bagger"  is  a  term  applied  to  anybody  who 
is  in  opposition  in  feeling  politically  to  the  democratic  party  here.  I  am  not  a  carpet- 
bagger, in  fact,  because  I  came  down  here  with  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  would  have 
hada  great  deal  more  had  I  felt  it  safe.  I  think  they  apply  the  word  to  anybody  that 
comefiiiere  from  the  North  or  South  that  is  opposed  to  them  in  politics. 

Q.  Do  they  apply  that  term  to  you — you  say  you  are  not  one? — A.  I  have  never 
b4*ard  them  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  come  within  the  class  thus  designated? — A.  I  come  within  the  class  that 
they  would  classify  as  *'  Yankee,"  and  that  would  be  used  opprobriously.  It  means  some- 
thing disagreeable  to  them ;  and  they  classify  everybody  that  comes  from  the  north  of 
Mason  ana  Dixon's  line,  and,  in  fact,  south  of  that  line,  who  disagrees  with  them,  as 
Yankee. 

Q.  Does  that  run  into  social  matters  f — ^A.  It  does  not  for  me.  I  have  mixed  socially 
with  the  people  here.  I  mean  to  say  at  their  residences.  They  have  been  very  kind 
and  extended  courtesies  toward  my  wife  and  family  and  toward  Mr.  Shoemaker's  wife 
and  family.  But  when  you  m-et  them  around,  the  feeling  can  always  be  detected  on 
every  occasion  toward  yon,' more  particularly  so  since  the  election.  Theretofore  I  was 
considered  to  be  a  conservative,  and  treated  with  more  consideration  than  otherwise  I 
would  have  been  ;  but  when  I  made  an  open  demonstration  of  my  politics  it  did  not 
suit  them  so  well. 

Q.  What  open  demonstration  did  yon  make  f — A.  Of  what  f 

Q.  Of  your  politics? — A.  I  mean  by  Joining  in  the  procession  with  about  a  thousand 
negroes. 

Q.  Were  there  some  white  men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  ^preat  many  white  men. 

Q.  Was  it  a  republican  procession  f — A.  A  republican  procession. 

Q.  A  well-behaved  procession  f— -A.  Splendid ;  nothing  better  behaved  yon  could  see  ; 
of  coarse  there  was  not  the  amonnt  of  wealth,  and  that  sort  of  thing,  that  character- 
ized the  democratic  procession,  what  was  called  the  procession  of  white  people,  but 
this  was  a  procession  orderly  in  the  highest  degree,  and  there  was  nothing  but  what 
was  perfectly  decorous. 

THE  PENALTY  OF  AIARCHING  IN  A  REPUBLICAN  PROCESSION. 

(^.  Did  anything  happen  in  the  affairs  of  your  bank  after  yon  had  been  seen  walking 
or  riding  in  this  republican  procession? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  something  disagreea- 
ble happened. 

Q.  Wtiat  was  it  ?— A.  The  morning  after  the  election,  the  next  day— that  day  being 
a  l>9gal  holiday — the  directresses,  two  of  them,  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  cam>3  d  >wii 
to  the  bank  and  withdrew  a  deposit  of  $6,000,  that  had  been  made  there  a  couple  of 
m  mth<}  before,  the  proceeds  of  a  policy  from  an  insurance  oompiiuy  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  hospital.    They  drew  the  money  out  the  morning  after,  a  half  or  an  hour 
after  the  bank  opened.    1  did  not  think  at  first  that  it  was  possible  that  they  could 
have  any  political  feeling  on  the  subject  in  withdrawing  it,  bnt  the  explanation  of 
their  coarse  was  so  profuse  that  my  suspicions  were  aronsed,  and,  as  it  afterward 
turned  out,  they  were  correct,  although  it  was  claimed  it  was  not  for  a  political  pur- 
pose.   They  claimed  that  it  was  supposed  that  in  consequence  of  our  action — the  action 
of  Mr.  Shoemaker  and  myself— that  there  would  have  been  a  run  on  the  bank,  and  the 
funds  were  insecure.    That  was  the  explanation  given  by  these  ladies,  but  it  was  gen- 
erally construed  into  political  feeling. 

Q.  Was  there  any  run  on  the  bank  otherwise  f — ^A.  Well,  we  had  several  that  with- 
drew their  moneys  out  for  that  reason. 

Q.  Did  any  republicans  draw  their  money  oat  f    A.  No,  sir. 

S.  Rei).  611,  pt.  2 20 


Digitized  by 


Google 


306  FLORIDA DUVAL   COUNTY. 

Q.  All  demoorat«  f — A.  Those  who  drew  their  money  oat  were  democrats. 

Q.  Had  it  been  given  out  in  the  democratic  papers,  or  advertised  before  that,  that 
they  would  make  any  difference  in  their  patronage  as  to  men  walking  in  a  republican 
procession  f — A.  I  never  saw  anything  of  that  kind,  although  the  Jacksonville  Press 
the  nest  dav  published  the  names  of  the  whitepeople  who  were  in  that  procession. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  it  publish  them  f  What  did  it  say  about  them  ?— A.  That 
must  be  inferred  entirely.  You  must  draw  your  own  inference  ;  the  names  were  pub- 
lished. 

Q.  Did  it  say  anything  about  it  f — A.  I  don't  think  it  made  any  particular  allusion. 
It  said,  we  give  the  names  of  those  who  appeared  in  the  procession.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  made  any  particular  comment  upon  it.  It  was  inferred  that  it  was  done 
for  the  purpose  of  advertising  those  who  were  in  it,  for  a  purpose  which  they  best 
knew.    You  can  infer  what  the  purpose  may  have  been.  I  think  it  failed,  though. 

Q.  Your  bank  kept  on  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  T — A.  O,  yes,  sir ;  it  was  perfectly 
secure,  because,  as  I  made  the  remark  in  an  adjoining  room,  if  there  is  anybody  in  Jack- 
sonville that  wants  their  money  they  could  have  all  of  it ;  that  I  would  pay  a  hundred 
cents  on  the  dollar,  even  if  they  drew  the  last  dollar.  I  made  all  my  arrangements  at 
once  to  have  the  monev  here  and  had  it  readv  for  them — all  of  them,  either  republicans 
or  democrats.  We  had  no  negro  funds  in  the  bank,  and  therefore  were  not  fearful  at 
all  of  that  element ;  in  fact  were  not  fearful  of  the  other  because  we  had  sufficient 
funds.  I  have  not  got  any  negro  funds  in  the  bank;  never  have  solicited  that  class 
of  deposits  for  the  reason  that  they  are  uneducated  and  are  extremely  troublesome  in 
their  deposits,  and  they  would  drive  a  great  many  people  away  that  otherwise  would 
come  with  a  great  deal  more  money;  but  they  are  all  very  kindly  disposed  towards  us, 
I  think  if  we  opened  a  savings-bank  we  would  probably  get  the  most  of  their  deposits, 
but  we  don't  care  about  that  sort  of  business.  We  would  rather  do  a  regular  commer- 
cial business,  and  have  no  wish  to  come  in  contact  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  any  pressure  has  been  brought  to 
be£ur  upon  the  colored  men  to  determine  which  way  they  should  vote  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge.    I  do  from  hearsay,  that  is  all. 
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Gainesville,  January  10,  1677. 

THE  COUNTY  CANVASS. 

W.  p.  White  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QneRtioD.  Where  do  you  reside  T — Answer.  Hillsborongh  Connty,  Florida. 

Q.  What  office  do  you  hold  there  t — A.  I  am  clerk  of  the  coart,  and  hold  two  other 
offices. 

Q.  What  are  those  f — A.  Saperintendent  of  schools  and  snrveyor. 

Q.  Were  you  present  in  the  county  during  the  last  election  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  called  in  or  did  yon  assist  at  the  canvass  of  the  returns  of  election  t  — 
A.  I  assisted  in  the  canvass  of  the  returns. 

Q.  State  how  that  connty  canvass  of  votes  proceeded. — A.  Oa  Saturday  morning 
after  election  I  went  to  the  office  and  did  not  find  any  person  there,  and  I  sent  my 
deputy  to  get  the  county  judge.  The  connty  Judge  soon  came  and  brought  a  justice 
of  the  peace  with  him.  After  they  came  in  he- asked  me  what  justice  of  the  peace  we 
would  take  to  awist;  he  wanted  the  gentleman  he  brought  in.  I  told  him  my  deputy 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Consequently  we  talked  matters  over  a  good  deal  as  to 
how  we  should  canvass  the  vote,  and  we  could  not  agree  at  all  for  some  time.  I  con- 
tended it  was  our  duty  to  examine  the  ballot-boxes  and  see  how  they  were  returned, 
and  alsothe  returns  and  all. 

Q.  Which  of  the  justices,  his  or  yours,  acted! — A.  I  have  not  yot  come  to  that.  I 
thought  it  was  our  duty  to  examine  the  ballot-boxes,  but  the  judge  was  opposed  to 
that,  and  quite  a  number  of  citizens  came  in  and  made  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it.  I 
waited  about  half  a  day,  and  I  found  we  could>  not  agree  upon  that.  I  waived  that,  on 
condition  that  we  would  examine  the  returns,  and  compare  those  who  had  sworn  in  their 
vote  with  the  registration-list,  and  one  of  the  contests  was  as  to  how  this  should  be  done; 
whether  if  we  found  fraudulent  votes  we  would  not  count  them  out,  but  make  them  a 
matter  of  record  and  part  of  the  return.  We  were  told  then  that  the  returns  would  be 
thrown  out— the  whole  county  would  be  thrown  out  if  such  things  were  sent  up;  and 
they  then  oblected  to  tHat,  but  agreed  to  make  a  certificate,  and  I  could  send  that  up  If  I 
chose.  At  this  point  they  said  that  it  would  look  wrong  for  me  to  take  my  deputy,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  office,  in  to  count  the  returns ;  so  I  waived  that  and  took  the  other 
gentleman.  Hester  Brown,  the  county  judge,  is  a  democrat.  Then  we  examined  the 
returns-list,  and  we  found  on  that  list  t^n  persons,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  whose 
names  don't  appear  on  the  registration  list  or  were  improperly  registered ;  one  of  these 
was  a  democrat  that  had  sworn  in  his  vote.  I  waived  any  objection  to  that.  My  deputy 
had  written  his  name  wrong,  so  we  didn't  count  that,  as  written  improperly. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  persons ;  did  you  know  them  f — A.  Those  that  voted  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  them  as  well  as  any  man  can  know  another. 

Q.  Who  were  they  f— A.  Speaking  as  a  party-man,  I  don't  testify  as  positively.  We 
understand  that  there  were  three  of  them  who  were  republicans;  the  balance  were 
democrats. 

Q.  Did  you  know  them  to  be  illegal  voters  f — A.  Part  of  them  were  illegally  voting, 
of  course.  Their  names  never  did  appear  on  the  list.  Some  never  appeared  on  the 
list  and  some  moved  out  of  the  county,  and  had  been  stricken  from  the  list,  and  then 
moved  back  into  the  county  and  were  not  reregistered. 

Q.  Does  the  law  require  them  to  be  reregistered  f^A.  That  is  my  understanding 
of  it. 

Q.  What  is  your  custom,  to  register  in  town  or  to  send  deputies  to  go  around  about 
and  pick  up  names  T— A.  I  require  them  to  come  to  the  clerk's  office  where  the  record  is. 

Q.  Do  you  administer  the  registration  oath  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  found  this  number  of  names  so  far  as  you  looked  at  it.  Did  you  look  it  all 
through  f— A.  The  return-list  do  you  mean  I 

Q.  From  this  one  precinct  t — ^A.  That  was  all  the  precinct. 

Q.  In  all  the  precincts  that  was  the  number  f — A.  In  two  precincts,  I  think  perhaps 
three,  there  were  no  challenges  made. 
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Q.  Did  you  make  a  certificate  of  those  facts  to  go  to  the  State  board  f— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Did  yoa  send  it  up  f— A.  The  one  that  I  checked  I  left  with  the  deputy  and  he 
told  me  that  Jndge  Maybee  went  to  Tallahassee  and  told  him  to  let  him  have  it.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  called  for  it. 

Q.  Did  the  State  canvassing-board  do  anything  in  regard  to  Hillsborough  County  as 
to  eliminating  names  and  throwing  out  votes  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  They  counted  it  as  all  straight  f  — A,  All  that  I  know  of,  notwithstanding  this 
statement 

Q.  Illegal  votes  were  cast  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

A  SOUTHERN  R£PUBL1CAK  DARB  NOT  VOTE. 

Q.  Are  men  freely  republican  or  democratic  in  that  county.  Do  they  Tote  as  they 
please  freely,  as  it  is  intended  American  citizens  should  do  f  — A.  That  is  not  my  un- 
derstanding at  all.  Several  parties  said  to  me  that  they  would  vote  the  republican 
ticket  if  they  dared  to.  One  gentleman  that  we  expected  would  vote  the  republican 
ticket,  in  fact  told  us  so  repeatedly,  told  me  after  the  election,  that  he  went  to  the 
))o11b  and  intended  to  vote  a  republican  ticket ;  but,  says  he — ne  stopped  there — *'  I 
J nst  didn't  dare  to  do  it."  Says  he,  "  You  northern  republicans  can  vote  as  you  please, 
but  a  southern  republican  cannot." 

Q.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  molested  yourself  I — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  own  idea  is  that  northern  republicans  are  more  at  liberty  to  vote  and  speak 
their  opinions  there  than  southern  white  republicans  f^ A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  a  very  large  democratic  majority  in  Hillsborough  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Some  six  hnndred  and  over  f — ^A.  Six  hundred  and  fifteen,  if  my  memory  serves 
me  right. 

Q.  They  did  not  want  to  examine  the  ballots  to  see  whether  they  corresponded  with 
the  poll-list  f — A.  No,  sir,  they  would  not  examine  them  at  all. 

Q.  You  took  the  face  of  the  returns,  nq  matter  what  you  knew  about  the  character 
of  the  votes  that  were  cast,  and  contented  yourselves  with  sending  a  certificate  or 
statement  of  iUegal  votes  canvassed  in  the  returns? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Who  was  that  signed  by  f — A.  Signed  officially. 

Q.  Signed  by  all  of  you  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  the  whole  number  of  them  was— sixteen? — ^A.  That  is  my 
recollection. 

Q.  Three  of  these  were  republicans  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  colored  republicans? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  The  nnmber  of  colored  republicans  is  not  very  great  in  that  county  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  I  think. 

Q.  What  was  the  republican  vote  cast  in  that  county  ? — A.  One  hnndred  and  eighty- 
four.  I  think,  for  Stearns,  and  I  think  the  voce  for  Hayes  was  a  litUe  more;  X  don't 
recollect  now ;  I  think  six  votes  more  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  say  how  many  more — sixteen  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  think ;  I  don't  say  it  posi- 
tivrfy. 
Q.  Were  they  challenged  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  box?— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  returns  showed  they  had  been  challenged. 
Q.  The  returns  showed  they  had  been  challenged  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Sworn  in  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

SWEARING  IN  TOTE8. 

Q.  Can  any  man  vote  in  Florida  that  swears,  under  your  law  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  legal  vote  under  your  law  ?— A.  If  he  swears  that  his  name  was  ille- 
gally stricken  from  the  registration. 

Q.  If  he  takes  the  necessary  oath  of  a  legal  voter  under  yonr  law— does  not  the  law 
provide  for  it  that  he  may  swear  his  vote  in  and  be  just  as  legal  as  if  he  were  regis- 
tered ? — ^A.  I  don't  understand  it  so. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  specially  provide  that  a  challenged  vote  can  be  sworn  in  and 
admitted  ? — ^A.  No,  if  he  is  not  entitled  to  register  or  if  he  has  not  been  illegally 
stricken  from  the  list.    Yes,  if  he  swears  he  has  been  illegally  stricken  from  the  list. 

Q.  If  he  swears  in  bis  vote  he  is  a  voter  under  your  law  ?— -A.  Suppose  he  has  not 
been  stricken  off  illegally  ? 

Q.  He  can  vote,  unless  you  indict  him^for  perjury  ? — A.  The  records  show  it. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  provide  that  his  swearing  will  do  in  place  of  the  record? — A. 
No,  sir,  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  don't  understand  the  law  to  be  that  way  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  understand  that  oath  to  be?— A.  I  understand  he  must  be  regis- 
tered, and  then  if  his  name  is  illegally  taken  off  he  can  swear  it  in;  hut  if  it  is  legally 
stricken  off,  then  he  cannot  swear  it  in. 
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Q.  Snppoeebe  takes  the  iiecessaiy  oatb,  can  an  inspector  refuse  him,  no  matter  if  it 
is  a  lie  f — A.  He  cannot  refuse  him. 

Q.  Yon  wanted  to  throw  ont  votes  that  the  inspectors  conld  not  refuse! — A.  If  not 
legally  voted, 

6WKARINO  A  LIB  WILL  NOT  MAKK  A  VOTE  LEGAL. 

Q.  The  inspector  is  obliged  to  take  in  his  vote,  even  if  he  swears  a  lie  f — ^A.  That 
would  not  make  a  vote  le^. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  suppose  that  yon  had  more  power  than  the  inspectors  to  throw  ont 
sncb  T — A^  We  didn't  propose  to  do  that. 

Q.  What  did  yon  propose  to  do  f  ^A.  To  make  it  a  matter  of  record. 

Q.  What  was  all  the  discussion  among  you  about  for  three  or  four  hours  f — A.  They 
did  not  want  to  make  any  record. 

Q.  Does  the  law  call  upon  yon  to  make  a  record  f — A.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  law  is  it  that  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  a  votef — A.  I  know  that  has  been  the  custom  there. 

Q.  Where  do  yon  find  that  in  the  law  that  a  county  canvassing-board  has  anything 
to  do  with  the  legality  or  illegality  of  a  vote  f — A.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  cannot 
point  to  the  law  at  all,  but  I  understand  that  the  records  are  there,  and  it  is  the  busi- 
uess  of  the  canvassing- board  to  see  that  the  thing  is  properly  done. 

Q.  And  to  see  that  every  vote  is  a  legal  vote — that  is  your  nnderstanding,  that  you 
can  go  behind  the  inspectors'  returns  to  see  that  every  vote  is  a  legal  vote  f  Yon  make 
youTvel.ves  inspectors ;  is  that  your  nnderstanding  of  the  county  canvassing- board,  or 
is  it  not  with  the  Judge  of  the  court  to  determine  this? — A.  We  wonld  not  refuse  a 
rote  at  all ;  merely  make  a  matter  of  record. 

Q.  What  is  the  use  of  a  record,  if  it  is  not  yonr  duty  f — A.  In  case  it  was  called  for. 

Q.  Does  the  law  authorize  you  even  to  make  such  a  record  f — A.  That  is  my  under- 
standing. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  special  provision  of  law  that  makes  it  yonr  duty  to  make 
Ibis  record  f — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  law — that  part  of  it — at  all. 

Q.  And  yon  wonld  not  go  into  the  canvass  at  all  without  they  agreed  to  make  such 
a  record  f  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  f — A.  Until  we  came  to  an  nnderstanding 
how  we  should  canvass  the  vote. 

Q.  Yes;  and  yon  held  oat  for  canvassing  for  some  time  to  throw  out  illegal  votes  f — 
A.  O,  no,  yon  mitunderstand  me. 

Q.  Why  not  agree  at  once,  then  f —A.  I  said  we  should  make  a  record  of  these  ille- 
gal votes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  start  with  a  proposition  to  throw  ont  illegal  votes  f — A.  You  misnn- 
deTMtandme. 

The  Chaibman.  He  did  not  say  that.  My  understanding  is  simply  to  make  a  matter 
of  reoord. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Just  simply  make  a  matter  of  record,  and  unless  they  agreed  to  that  you  would 
aot  go  into  the  canvass  f — A.  I  don't  deny  I  did  it.  Honest! v  I  believed  it  was  my 
duty,  or  the  duty  of  the  oanvassing-board,  to  see  that  the  whole  thing  proceeded  prop- 
erly and  legally,  not  otherwise  to  note  them ;  and  for  this  canse  it  Mionld  be  made  a 
matter  of  record  and  go  into  the  retnms ;  not  to  throw  out  any  votes  at  all. 

Q.  And  that  was  what  yon  did  do  finally  f — A.  That  was  my  conscientious  belief  and 
duty  to  do. 

Q.  That  you  did  finally  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Yon  are  a  white  man  f — ^A.  A  white  man. 

STILL  A  CARPET-BAGGER. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  bom  f-*A.  Illinois. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  up  there  in  this  State  f — ^A.  Since  January,  1869 ;  eight 
years. 

Q.  Were  yon  called  a  "  earpet-bagger"  there  f— A.  O  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  expect  to  outlive  this  title?— A.  Never. 

Q.  How  is  that  term  applied  in  your  part  of  the  State ;  to  what  class  of  persons  f — 
X,  To  all  northern  persons. 

Q.  Whether  they  rnn  for  office  or  not? — A.  That  is,  if  they  are  republicans.  I  have 
Dover  heard  democrats  called  '*  carpet-baggers." 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  YoQ  have  beard  democrats  called  "locofocos"  many  a  time  ?-~A.  That  was  up  in 
llliuoia. 
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Tallahassee,  Deeemher  20, 1876. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  FRIENDSHIP  CHOBCH. 

Edmokd  Hats  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f— Answer.  Jackson  County. 

Q.  Were  yoa  an  officer  at  an  election  there  on  the  7th  of  November  last  ? — ^A..  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  t— A.  At  Friendship  Church. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Henry  Long  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q .  Was  he  an  officer  at  that  precinct  f — A.  A  supervisor. 

Q.  A  United  States  supervisor  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  colored  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  there  at  the  opening  of  the  polls  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  took  place,  so  far  as  Long  was  concerned,  to  your  own  knowledge,  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Long  being  allowed  to  remain  in  the  room. — A.  He  came  in  when 
it  was  announced  that  the  polls  had  opened.  He  came  in  and  showed  his  papers  to 
Mr.  Stevens.  He  told  him  his  place  was  not  in  the  house,  that  he  had  to  go  out  of 
doors;  his  place  was  out  there. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Stevens  f— A.  Jake  Stevens ;  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors. 

Q.  What  was  Stevens's  manner  f— A.  He  told  Long  he  had  to  go  out  of  doors.  Long 
told  him  that  his  place  was  in  the  house.  He  said  he  had  to  go  out.  Lon^  took  him  at 
his  word  and  went  out. 

Q.  Where  was  the  ballot-box  located  in  the  room  t — A.  On  one  of  the  benches  of  the 
church.  It  was  in  the  church-house  that  the  election  was  held ;  it  set  down  on  the 
bench. 

Q.  How  high  was  the  bench  f— A.  I  suppose  about  two  feet  high ;  like  a  church  bench 
would  be. 

Q.  It  was  a  bench  that  they  sat  upon  T— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  high 
it  was. 

Q.  How  did  they  vote,  through  the  door  or  window  T — A.  Through  a  window. 

Q.  They  did  not  go  into  the  room  to  vote  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  was  the  window  from  the  ground  on  the  outside  t — ^A.  About  six  feet, 
I  think,  high  ;  I  reckon  it  was  seven  feet  high. 

Q.  How  tall  are  yon  f — A.  I  don't  know  exactly ;  it  was  higher  than  my  head. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  tall  you  are  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  as  tall  as  an  ordinary  man  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Stand  up.  Yon  are  taller  than  an  ordinary  man,  are  you  not ;  you  are  about 
six  feet  high  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  the  window  where  the  voting  was  done  was  higher  than  your 
head  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  ballot-box  from  the  outside  of  that  window  T— A.  I  don't 
know,  sir.  I  was  not  outside  to  look  myself;  but  from  my  judgment  I  don't  think  a 
man  could  see  it  from  the  outside. 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  this  window,  six  and  a  half  or  seven  feet  high,  was  between  a 
man  and  the  ballot-box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote ;  how  did  you  get  your  vote  in  t — A.  I  was  in  there  and 
handed  my  vote  to  Mr.  Stevens. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  vote  on  the  outside !— A.  They  handed  them  to  Mr.  Mosely, 
who  sat  in  the  window — J.  R.  Mosely. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Mosely  f — A.  Jack  Mosely. 

Q.  What  were  his  politics  T — A.  He  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

(^.  Did  you  sit  in  the  window  any  time  f — A.  When  we  first  started  to  vote  I  took  in 
the  tickets.    I  took  in  three  or  four.    Mr.  Stevens  had  another  list  to  look  over*  and 
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be  said  he  had  rather  take  in  the  tickets  himself.  So  I  looked  over  the  registration 
and  he  handed  in  the  namen.  He  removed  me  to  look  over  the  book.  Mr.  Stevens 
took  in  the  tickets.  Then  Mr.  Mosely  got  np  in  the  window  and  handed  them  in  the 
window. 

Q.  Conld  yon  see  what  became  of  the  tickets  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not ;  what  were  yon  doing  f — A.  I  was  looking  over  the  registration-books — 
looking  over  the  names  as  he  hand^  the  votes  in.  I  conU  not  say  what  was  done 
with  them ;  it  took  all  my  attention  on  the  book  looking  aftet  the  names. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  private  list  that  Mr.  Stevens  had  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  registration-list  that  he  examined  or  a  list  of  other  names  f — A.  It  was 
a  list  of  men  disqualified,  not  legally  qnalitied  to  vote ;  it  was  a  list  of  other  names. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  that  f — A.  That  he  said  was  names  of  men  convicted  and  had 
no  right  to  vote. 

Q.  How  long  a  list  was  it  ? — A.  About  as  long  as  this  piece  of  paper,  (indicating  let- 
ter-sheet size.) 

Q.  How  long,  compared  with  th^  poll-list ;  many  or  few  f — A.  Eighteen  or  twenty ; 
maybe  more,  Som  the  looks  of  it. 

Q.  What  happened  when  the  polls  closed  f — ^A.  At  night  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

A.  Well,  we  started  to  count  ont  the  tickets  there ;  we  counted  out  four.  Never  had 
but  one  or  two  candles.  Mr.  Mosely  said  to  ^  to  his  house  and  he  would  furnish  them 
lights  and  paper ;  we  had  no  paper  up  there  m  the  room  to  count  on.  Mr.  Stevens  did 
not  know  whether  that  would  be  right  or  not ;  he  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  it.  I 
told  him  I  did  not  know  what  to  say  about  it ;  I  reckoned  it  best  to  stay,  but  that  if  it 
was  no  harm  I  was  willing  to  go ;  if  it  was,  we  had  better  stay  where  we  were  and 
count  it  out.    We  all  agreed  to  go  at  last. 

Q.  How  far  did  you  agree  to  got — A.  About  two  miles.  Those  four  tickets  we  had 
counted  out,  Mr.  Stevens  put  them  in  his  pocket  and  took  the  box  and  gave  Henry 
Long  the  key. 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  four  tickets  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  as  to  read  them  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  counting  of  the  ballots  in  the  box  to  compare  with  the  list  of 
voters  before  you  went  over  to  the  house? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  the  box  while  being  transported  t— A.  Mr.  Stevens  and  my- 
self, in  the  buggy ;  we  were  in  the  buggy  together.    Long  had  the  key. 

Q.  What  did  Stevens  do  about  those  ballots  he  put  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  When  we  got 
to  Mosely's  he  took  them  out  and  said,  '*  There  are  the  four  tickets  I  counted  out  at 
the  church.'' 

Q.  Were  they  the  same  tickets  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  three  democratic  and  one  republican. 

Q.  Where  did  you  do  the  canvassing  f— A.  At  Mr.  Mosely's. 

Q.  In  what  room  7 — ^A.  In  a  room  by  ourselves. 

Q.  Was  the  public  there  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  gave  us  a  room  privately  to  ourselves. 

Q.  What  was  that  room  used  for  f — A.  Where  he  slept. 

Q.  It  was  a  bed-room  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  ballots? — A.  When  we  got  through  canvassing  I  asked 
that  the  votes  be  put  back  in  the  box  and  cany  them  to  town.  Mr.  Stevens  said  it  was 
no  use  DO  carry  them  there.  I  said  that  at  other  elections  we  took  them  in  to  the 
authorities  to  Marianna,  the  county -seat.  Governor  Melton  said  there  was  no  use  to 
carry  the  tickets  over  there.  Henry  Long  told  him  we  had  better  carry  them.  He  said 
there  was  no  use  of  that.  We  kept  asking  him,  but  he  said  it  is  no  use  to  carry  theui, 
aud  finally  he  just  locked  up  the  box;  Just  took  them  and  threw  them  away,  right 
there  at  Mr.  Mosely's. 

Q.  Was  Long  kept  out  of  the  room  all  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  While  the  voting  was  going  on  ? — A.  He  was  kept  out  until  night. 

Q.  And  your  attention  was  kept  up  bv  examining  the  poll-registry  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  paying  close  attention  to  the 
regieUy  fix>m  time  to  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  about  it  ?--Q.  They  told  me  to  keep  hunting  after  the  names ; 
kept  me  looking  on  to  get  all  the  names.  The  book  was  written  mighty  bad,  aud  any- 
how it  took  a  right  smart  man  to  And  the  names,  and  then  it  took  a  right  smart  man 
to  make  them  out.    It  was  badly  written  every  way. 

Q.  Were  the  other  windows  of  the  church  as  high  as  that  one  ?— A.  All  about  the 
same. 

Q.  How  was  the  church-door ;  was  that  shut  ? — A.  It  was  closed  up. 

Q   Was  it  fastened  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper: 
Q.  Did  you  count  ont  the  ballots  when  yon  got  to  Mr.  Mosely's  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  just 
took  them  out  and  canvassed  them. 
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Q.  Yon  canvaesed  them  there  T — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  ont  yonr  list  there,  and  signed  it  as  yonr  retnm  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  yotf  seal  it  f— A.  Never  sealed  it ;  jnst  put  it  in  the  box. 
Q.  Yonr  returns  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  vote  was  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  was  it  f — A.  A  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Q.  For  one ;  how  much  for  the  other  f — A.  A  hundred  and  forty-five  for  one. 
Q.  Forty-four  for  the  other  7 — A.  One  hundred  and  forty-five  for  the  democrats  and 
forty-four  for  the  republicans,  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  in  all. 
Q.  Yon  were  present  all  the  time  of  the  counting  of  ballots  f — A.  Yes  sir. 
^.  Yon  did  not  count  any  more  than  there  were  in  the  box  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 1876. 

AN  OFFICER  EXCLUDED  FROM  THE  ROOM. 

Hbxrt  Long  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chair  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live  f — Answer.  I  live  in  Jackson  Connty. 

Q.  Were  yon  an  officer  of  election  at  any  precinct  at  the  last  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir, 
I  was. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  f~  A.  Friendship  Church. 

Q.  What  position  did  you  hold  f— A.  Supervisor. 

Q.  Unitea  States  supervisor  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  officers  of  election  f — A.  Edmond  Hays — you  mean  all  of 
them  T 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Edmond  Hays,  and  John  Anderson,  and  Jacob  Stephens. 

Q.  Who  was  the  democratic  supervisor  f — A.    John  Anderson  and  Jacob  Stephens. 

Q.  No ;  who  was  the  democratic  supervisor,  the  other  supervisor  besides  youmelf  f — 
A.  Jake  Mosely. 

Q.  Did  yen  remain  in  the  room  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

A  POTENT  REASON. 

Q.  Why  not? — ^A.  Why,  Mr.  Stephens,  before  they  oommenoed  to  vote— I  went  into 
the  room,  and  we  all  went  into  the  room,  and  when  the  hour  arrived  to  go  to  voting, 
Mr.  Stephens  said,  *'  Where  is'  Long  P  I  says,  "  Here  I  am,''  and  he  said,  ^'  You  be- 
long outside.''  I  said, "  No,  I  reckon  not,  if  I  know  what  is  right."  He  says,  **  No,  yon 
do  belong  outdoors."  1  says,  "  No,  I  don't,"  and  I  pulled  ont  my  authority  and  I  showed 
it.  He  says,  **  Well,  you  belong  outdoors,"  and  I  says,  **  I  don't ;"  and  he  says, "  Well, 
I  know  you  do  belong  out  there,  and  you  must  go  out  there;'*  and, of  course, I  went 
out. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Stephens  display  a  pistol  at  that  timet — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Just  before  that  he 
pulled  ont  a  pistol  and  laid  his  pistol  on  the  table. 

Q.  When  you  went  out  there,  where  did  you  go  to  f — A.  I  went  outdoors  right  by 
the  window,  and  stood  by  the  window  where  the  voting  was  outside,  and  remained  all 
day. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  room  because  yon  had  any  fear  of  personal  injury  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  thought  something  might  occur,  and  it  might  be  best  for  me  to  go  out. 

Q.  Yon  went  to  the  window  where  the  ballots  were  received  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  height  of  that  window  above  the  ground  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  was  it  f— A.  I  think  it  was  about  six  feet  and  a  half,  I  think,  aft  far  as 
my  judgment  would  go. 

Q.  Higher  than  your  head  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  higher  than  mv  bead. 

Q.  Did  the  voters,  in  voting,  stand  on  the  ground  or  stand  on  a  box  f — A.  The  voters 
who  did  vote  T 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

A.  They  stood  on  the  ground. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX  OUT  OF  VIEW. 

Q.  Could  they  see  the  ballot-box  from  the  ground  where  they  stood  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  their  votes  T— A.  They  would  hand  them  to  Mr.  Edmond 
Hays;  he  took  the  tickets  for  about  two  hours,  or  an  hoar  and  a  half,  I  reckon,  and 
after  that  the  democratic  supervisor,  Jake  Mosely,  he  stood  in  the  window  and  took 
the  tickets  and  passed  them  ont  of  his  hand  to  Jacob  Stephens. 

Q.  That  democratic  supervisor  was  a  United  Spates  supervisor  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  took  the  tickets  after  that  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  a  voter  from  where  he  stood  see  what  was  done  with  the  tickets  t — A.  No, 
sir:  he  could  not  see  them  after  they  left  Mosely's  hands* 

Q.  Could  you  t— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  How  was  the  ballot-box  placed  in  the  room  T — A.  The  ballot-box  was  placed  in 
the  room,  on  a  bench  that  was  in  the  church ;  on  a  bench  down  below  about  a  foot  and 
a  half,  I  reckon,  or  such  a  matter,  as  nigh  as  I  oonld  come  to  its  height,  and  the  ballot- 
box  was,  I  think,  on  the  bench. 

Q.  How  mnch  below  the  sill  of  the  window  was  the  ballot-box  f— A.  It  was,  to  the 
least  calculation,  a  foot  or  more. 

Q.  The  ballot-box  was  not  in  view  of  the  pnblic,  then  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  on  a  box  or  anything  so  that  you  could  ^ee  the  inside,  or  did  yon  stay 
on  the  ground  all  the  time  T — ^A.  I  stood  on  the  ground  all  the  time  after  I  was  vacated 
from  the  room. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was  at  any  time  during  the  day  f — 
A.  I  went  in  there,  and  I  suppose  one  man  voted  after  I  went  in  at  night ;  there  was 
one  man  voted.  I  went  in  there  after  all  the  voters,  with  the  exception  of  one,  had 
voted. 

Q.  State  how  the  canvass  proceeded. — A.  Well,  they  commenced,  after  the  voting 
was  over,  to  canvass  the  vote  in  the  church  where  it  was  polled  at,  and  we  all  agreed — 
we  didn't  have  light  and  paper  either,  to  see  by— and  we  all  agreed  that  we  wonld  go 
down  to  Jake  Mosely's,  about  two  miles,  and  I  told  them  that  we  did  not  wish  to  move, 
if  there  was  anything  wrong  about  it,  and  he  said,  <*  No,"  there  would  be  nothing  wrong 
about  it ;  and,  of  course,  we  all  moved,  because  he  said  he  would  have  light  and  paper, 
and  everything  right. 

Q.  Was  there  any  store  near  the  polls  where  candles  could  have  been  obtained  ?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  houses  around  there  at  the  church  from  which  lights  could  be 
gotf  How  near  was  the  nearest  house  f — A.  0,the  nearest  house  was,  I  reckon,  about 
a  mile,  and  farther  than  that  off,  but  they  was  very  poor  people  and  didn't  have  any 
lights.  We  commenced  at  the  church,  and  we  got  four  tickets,  three  democratic  tickets 
and  one  republican,  and  Stephens  put  them  in  bis  pocket,  and  he  says, ''  Here  are  four 
tickets:"  and  he  put  them  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Were  these  counted  as  they  were  taken  out,  and  tallied,  or  what  t — A.  They  was 
eonnted  and  tallied,  and  he  says :  **  Here's  those  four  tickets,"  when  he  got  there ;  and 
he  and  Edmond  Hays  got  into  a  buggy,  and  locked  the  box  and  gave  me  the  key.  I 
was  riding  horseback.  And  they  went  on  to  Mosely'sand  got  there  a  matter  of  fifteen 
minutes  before  me  and  the  other  democratic  supervisor,  Mosely,  got  there,  and  we 
went  in  there  and  we  unlocked  the  box  and  we  commenced  again ;  and  he  took  out 
those  same  four  tickets,  and,  said  he,  "  Here  are  the  same  four  tickets,"  and  we  looked 
st  them  and  saw  they  was  all  right,  and  then  we  began  counting  the  tickets  ;  and  we 
reached  down  and  took  one  out  of  the  box,  and  re^  the  names  on  the  ticket  of  the 
difiierent  parties ;  and  that  is  the  way  we  canvassed  them. 

Q.  In  what  room  was  that  donef — ^A.  Jack  Mosely 's  room. 

Q.  A  bed-room  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  bed-room. 

Q.  Who  was  present  during  the  counting ;  the  public  generally,  or  only  you  parties  f— 
A  Nobody  but  them  parties. 

Q.  How  many  people  did  you  leave  at  the  church  when  you  left  there  t— A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Were  people  standing  around  there  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  very  smart  of  them  standing 
around  there. 

Q.  Did  yon  connt  the  number  of  tickets,  to  compare  the  number  of  names  on  the 
poll-list  with  the  number  of  tickets,  when  you  went  to  conntirgt — ^A.  No,  sir ;  jusj; 
went  right  to  counting. 

Q.  You  just  went  right  to  counting  off  the  tickets  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  apply  at  that  bed-room  for  admission  while  you  were  there  T— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  public  where  you  were  going  to  oount  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they 
knowed  where  we  was  going.  There  was  plenty  of  them  standing  around  there  who 
knowed  where  we  was  going,  and  heard  us  say,  and  there  was  a  parcel  went  down 
there  where  we  were  counting,  but  did  not  get  in. 

Q.  Was  the  room  locked  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  these  parties  who  went  down  there  were  locked  out  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the 
room  was  locked. 

Q.  Did  you  see  all  the  republicans  who  voted  there  that  day— did  you  see  them  all 
on  the  outside  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  theie  any  mark  on  their  ticket — any  picture,  or  anything  of  the  kind  T — A. 
Nu,  sir:  none  of  them  false  tickets  was  voted  there. 

Q.  Was  there  a  flag  printed  on  the  republican  ticket  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  republicans  vote  the  ticket  with  a  fli^g  T — ^A.  YejB,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  ticket  with  a  flag  on  it  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  democratic  ticket,  or  any  spurious  ticket,  have  a  flag  on  it  f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
not  there. 
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REPUBLICAN  TICKETS  VOTED. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  flag-tickets  did  yoa  see  voted  at  the  polls,  do  yon  know  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  conld  not  say  exactly. 

Q.  About  how  many  do  yon  think  f — A.  I  think  about  65  or  66,  as  nigh  as  my  Judg- 
ment would  afford  me,  that  was  voted. 

Q.  Do  you  remember,  now,  what  vote  was  announced  at  this  precinct  for  the  re- 
spective parties  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it — how  much  for  the  Tilden  electors  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  many  were  announced  for  the  Hayes  electors  f — ^A.  I  think 
it  was  44. 

Q.  Did  you  see  more  than  forty-four  republican  flag  tickets  voted  that  day  f — ^A.  O, 
yes,  sir ;  I  am  satisfied  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Thomas  HoUiday  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

THOMAS  HOLLIDAY  VOTES  AT  FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH. 

Q.  Wfho  is  Thomas  Holliday  f— A.  Thomas  HoUiday  is  an  old  man,  a  white  man, 
who  lives  in  Jackson  County. 

Q.  Well  known  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  do  you  think  he  is  T — ^A.  I  think  about,  from  the  appearance  of 
his  looks — he  looks  like  he  was  about  forty-five  or  forty-six. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  with  gray  hair? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  man  of  the  name,  with  whom  he  could  be  confounded  or  for 
whom  he  could  be  mistaken,  that  you  know  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  well-known  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him  well,  and  he  knows  me. 

Q.  And  he  voted  at  Friendship  Chnrch  precinct  at  that  day  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  voted 
at  Friendship  Church  precinct  that  day,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  In  your  counting  out  at  the  house,  was  there  any  difference  between  the  number 
of  ballots  and  the  tallv-list  f — A.  Any  difference  in  the  number,  yon  mean  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  any  difference  between  the  number  of  ballots  and  the  tally-list.  Were 
they  of  the  same  number  f    You  know  what  a  tally-list  is,  do  you  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  more  names  on  the  tally-list  than  there  were  tickets  in  the  poll- 
box,  or  did  they  correspond  f  — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  them  counting  t — ^A.  I  did  not  see  the  tickets  counted.  I  was  in  the 
room  sitting  back  where  the  clerk  was  keeping  tally. 

Q.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  tally  and  the  poll  list  as  you  remember  f — ^A.  I  am 
not  able  to  say.    I  cannot  understand  what  yon  mean  by  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  a  poll-list  is  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  names  were  on  the  poll-list ;  the  names  of  how  many 
voters  f — A.  No,  sir :  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  were. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  now  many  tickets  there  were  f — A.  Democratic  tickets  and  repub- 
lican tickets  f 

Q.  Altogether  how  many  voted  there,  if  yon  know  Y — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Among  the  persons  counting  did  yon  hear  any  discussion  or  talk  as  to  the  differ- 
ence between  the  poll-list  and  the  ballots  f — ^A.  Not  there  that  night. 

Q.  Who  was  present  at  the  counting  f — A.  At  the  counting  of  the  tickets  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  who  was  there  f — A.  Myself,  and  Edmond  Hays,  and  Jake  Ste^iens,  and 
John  Anderson,  and  Jake  Mosely,  and  a  clerk  by  the  name  of  Gnnn. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  say  was  the  democratic  supervisor  f — ^A.  Jake  Mosely. 

Q.  Was  he  outside  with  yoa  all  day  f — ^A.  He  was  not  outside ;  he  got  up  in  the 
window  and  passed  the  tickets. 

Q.  Was  not  he  a  taker-iu  of  the  tickets  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did  take  them  in.  He 
stopped  Edmond  Hays  from  taking  them  in,  and  got  up  there  himself  and  took  them 
in  in  the  window. 


Tallahassee,  thoember  23,  1876. 

POSmON  OP  THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

Peter  Anderson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  Jackson  County. 
Q.  Vear  what  precinct  T — A.  Friendship  Chnrch. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Friendship  Church  precinct  on  the  7th  of  November  last  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
Q.  You  saw  the  election  going  on  that  day,  did  you  f  ~  A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  Bort  of  a  place  did  they  vote  throogh  that  day ;  what  kind  of  a  door  or 
wiudow  f    Did  you  see  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  was  the  sill  of  the  window  above  the  gronod  f — A.  As  near  as  I  can 
come  to  it,  it  was  about  six  feet  and  eight  inches. 

Q  Above  your  head,  was  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  high  as  I  could  reach  up  standing  on 
the  i^runnd. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  your  vote  in  f — A.  Mr.  Edmond  Hays  was  taking  in  tlcketa 
when  I  voted,  and  he  took  mine. 

Q.  Was  it  early  in  the  morning  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  handed  the  vote  up  to  him  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   Did  yon  see  what  became  of  it  * — A.  No,  sir ;  never  saw  it  any  more. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  ballot-box  from  the  outside  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  it  only 
when  the  polls  opened.  They  held  it  up  so  that  everybody  could  see  it,  but  never 
saw  it  any  more. 

Q.  You  never  saw  it  afterwards  f — A.  I  never  saw  it  afterwards. 

Q.  Who  took  Hays's  ^lace,  snbsequentlyi  to  receive  the  tickets  f — ^A.  Mr.  Mosely,  he 
\  sitting  up  in  the  window. 


Tallahassee,  December  21,  1876. 

THE  HEIGHT  OF  THE  WINDOW. 

W.  C.  Cooper  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — Answer.  Jacksonville. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  office  under  the  United  States  T — ^A.  I  did.  I  do  not  at  present; 
but  I  am  in  the  office  of  the  United  States  marshal  as  special  deputy,  and  have  been 
there  for  the  last  five  or  six  years. 

Q.  Have  you,  since  the  election,  measured  the  height  of  the  window  at  Friendship 
church  T — A.  I  have. 

Q.  What  was  that  height  f— A.  Six  feet  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  sill,  inside 
of  the  window, 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  height  of  the  other  windows  of  the  church  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  they 
are  all  about  alike.  I  measured  the  one  that  the  polling  was  at.  The  building  standJs 
upon  brick  piers,  or  at  least  on  log  piers. 


Tallahassee,  December  23, 1876. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  REPUBLICAN  TICKETS  VOTED. 

Henry  Trueblood  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  Y^Answer.  I  live  in  Jackson  County. 

Q.  What  precinct? — ^A.  Friendship  Church. 

Q.  How  near  to  Friendship  church  f — A.  About  four  miles. 

Q.  Were  you  there  on  the  7th  of  November  last  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  thereon  that  morning t — ^A.  Between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  giving  out  of  republican  tickets  T — ^A.  No, 
sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  giving  out  of  republican  tickets.  One  of  my 
•ons  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  one  of  those  tickets  si  ven  out  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mark  on  those  tickets  by  which  the  republican  ticket  could  be 
known  ? — A.  No,  sir;  no  mark  at  all. 

Q.  Was  not  something  printed  on  them ;  anything  inside  f — ^A.  A  flag  inside. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  persons  who  took  those  tickets  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  tiike  the  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  vote ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  vote.  I  was  sitting  right  there 
by  the  wiudow  where  they  voted,  and  kept  an  account  as  high  as  sixty-one. 

Q.  There  were  sixty-one  of  them  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  marked  every  one  of  them  f — A.  Just  marked  on  a  stick. 

Q.  How  did  you  mark  it  f — A.  With  my  knife. 

Q.  Yon  cut  a  notch  for  each  one  that  voted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  out  a  notoh  for  each  man  that  voted  the  republican  ticket  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  many  notches  did  yoa  cutt— A.  Sixty-one. 
Q.  Yoa  can  count  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  count. 

Q.  Can  you  read  f — A.  I  can  read  a  mighty  little,  enongh  to  read  the  names  on  a 
ticket 

By  Senator  Cooper: 

Q.  You  say  yon  can  read  a  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  read  anything  elsef — A.  My  hymn-book. 

Q.  Yon  can  read  a  hymn-book  f — ^A.  I  am  not  a  great  reader. 

Q.  You  think  yon  could  read  a  ticket  f — ^A.  I  could  read  part  of  it. 

Q.  You  say  you  cot  notches  on  the  stick  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  were  sixty-one f— A.  Yes,  sir;  sixty-one.  ^ 

Q.  All  whiter— A.  Black  folks. 

Q.  Every  one  black  folks  T — ^A.  All  that  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  You  saw  every  man's  ticket  of  the  sixty-one  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  could  see  the  ticket  f—A.  I  could  see  all  of  them. 

Q.  How  near  were  you  to  them  while  voting? — A.  I  was  standing  close  beside  the 
window. 

Q.  You  could  look  into  the  window  ? — A.  I  could  not  see  in  the  window. 

Q.  How  did  they  vote  T — A.  They  handed  the  ticket  to  Mr.  Mosely :  he  waa  sitting 
ap  in  the  window. 

Q.  You  could  see  the  tieket  when  it  was  handed  in  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  off  was  Mosely  7 — A.  He  was  sitting  on  the  window-sill. 

Q.  Three  or  four  feet  off  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  put  a  notch  tor  every  colored  man  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  sixty-one  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  can  count  f — ^A.  As  high  as  a  hundred,  and  ean  count  several  hun- 
dred by  hundreds. 

Q.  Can  you  put  on  a  pieoe  of  paper — ^mark  down  sixty-one  marks  like  yon  notched 
on  the  stick  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Count  for  a  while ;  let  ns  see. — A.  [The  witness  here  correctly  counted  up  to  six- 
ty-one.]   I  could  go  up  to  a  hundred. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  that  stick  T — A.  I  believe  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Parker. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Parker's givtn  name! — K,  William. 

Q.  Was  he  there  at  Friendship  church  f — A.  He  was  not  there.  I  gave  it  to  him 
that  night.  He  was  the  United  States  marshal,  and  had  all  of  ns  called  up  to  get  oar 
names  that  voted  there. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Parker  live  t — A.  He  lives  about  three  or  four  miles  this  side  of 
Friendship. 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 1876. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  REPUBLICAN  TICKETS  GIVBN  OUT. 

Edmond  Hays  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  Do  yon  know  Thomas  Holliday  t^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  of  colored  f — A.  A  white  man. 

U.  About  how  old  is  he  f — A.  I  don't  know.  He  looks  as  if  he  was  about  thirty-live 
or  forty,  to  look  at  him,  but  he  may  be  older  than  that. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white-haired  man  f — A.  No,  sir ;  his  head  ain't  gray  much,  but  its  getting 
gray. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  t — A-  He  lives  at  the  tother  side  of  Chippola,  between  Camp- 
bellton  and  Greenwood.   He  don't  live  very  far  from  the  place  they  call  Marshall  Bridge. 

Q.  What  is  he — a  democrat  or  republican  f — ^A.  He  is  a  democrat ;  at  least,  he  voted 
that  ticket  they  call  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  vote  it  t — A.  He  voted  at  Friendship  church. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  In  the  count  that  night,  at  Jake  Moseley's,  was  there  any  difference  between  the 
tally-lists  and  the  number  of  ballots  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?— A.  One. 

Q.  One  difference  ? — A.  Two  different ;  two  tickets  different. 

Q.  Which  was  the  most ;  were  there  more  tickets  than  there  were  numbers  on  the 
poll-list  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Tliere  were  more  tickets  than  the  number  of  men  who  voted  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  jou  do  with  them  f — ^A.  Just  took  out  one  of  eacli  and  destroyed  them, 

Q.  Yuu  took  out  one  democratic  ticket  and  one  republican  ticket  and  destroyed 
theoi  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  we  did. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  only  difference  between  the  poll-liat  and  the  ballot  ?— A.  Yes, 
lir. 

THB  REPUBLICAN  VOTE. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  spoke  yesterday  of  your  having  given  out  the  tickets  to  the  republicans  at 
your  poll?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  say  you  gave  out  t — A.  I  gave  out  sixty-seven. 

^.  Did  you  give  out  one  to  each  person  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  gave  out  one  to  each  per^ 
80D,  and  then  there  was  another  man  there  and  I  gave  him  nine,  and  he  went  off  with 
(bvm  and  said  he  was  going  to  Greenwood.    I  gave  sixty-seveo   besides  that  nine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  sixty-seven  were  voted  or  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw 
thein  voted. 

Q.  Had  they  the  flag  on  them  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir }  we  had  no  disguised  tickets  at  all  at 
(bstpolL 

Q.  For  neither  party  t — A.  For  neither  party. 

Q.  The  deinocratio  ticket  had  no  flag  on  it,  and  the  republican  ticket  had  a  flag  on 
it,  and  yon  gave  out  sixty-seven  tickets  with  a  flag  on  to  colored  people  ? — A.  Yes, 
kir. 

Q.  And  those  colored  people  you  saw  vote  them.  How  many  republican  votes  were 
there  found  in  the  box  when  you  came  to  count  f — A.  Forty-tour.  There  was  forty- 
five,  but  we  cast  one  away. 

Q.  You  threw  one  away  and  canceled  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Who  was  the  clerk  f — A.  Gunn. 

<i.  What  is  his  given  name  T— A.  Coleman,  I  believe.  He  signs  his  name  C.  Gunn, 
and  his  name  is  Coleman  Gunn. 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 1876. 

IDENTIFICATION  OF  PAPERS. 

Haxuel  B.  McLin  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(^aestion.  Have  you  the  original  papers  in  the  Jackson  County,  Friendship  Church 
prfciDctt— Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  i  have  all  the  papers  of  Jackson  County. 

Q.  Willyou  allow  me  to  see  the  affidavits  there  purporting  to  have  been  made  by 
Etliuond  Hays  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.    [Four  papers  produced.] 

FORGED  PAPERS. 

Kdhond  Hats  recalled  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairbian  : 

(Question.  Do  you  read  and  write  ?— Answer.  Yes,  sir. ' 

Q.  Will  you  please  examine  these  affidavits,  [four  affidavits  shown  witness,]  and 
K«  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  were  made  by  you,  and  please  pick  out  those  made  by  you, 
if  any  of  them  were? — ^A.  These  two  I  did,  [two  papers  handed  the  chairman,]  and 
ihf  other  two  I  did  not,  [two  papers  handed  the  chairman.] 

Q.  This  affidavit  of  yours,  purporting  to  have  been  made  on  the  lOt.h  day  of  Novem^ 
her.  1^6,  and  signed  before  W.  L.  Robinson,  justice  of  the  peace,  with  the  seal  of  the 
JQftHce  written  upon  it,  you  say  you  did  not  make  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  make  it. 

Q.  Is  that  your  si^ature  attached  to  it  f— A.  No,  sir. 

^*  The  signature  is  a  forgery,  is  it  f — ^A.  It  is  not  mine. 

<j.  Do  yuu  know  anything  about  the  circumstances  in  connection  wiih  this  affidavit ; 
«io  you  remember  anything  about  it  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  affidavit  on  that  day  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't ;  I  was  not  at  home. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  that  time  ?— 'A.  At  that  time  I  was  up  to  Gordon. 

Q.  One  of  these  other  affidavits  is  dated  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1876. — ^A.  I 
didn't  make  that  one. 

Q.  That  purports  ta  be  made  before  Alfred  Barnes,  justice  of  the  peace.— A.  No,  sir ; 
I  never  went  before  Mr.  Barnes.  Two  of  these  affidavits  I  made,  and  the  other  two  I 
dirt  not. 

Q.  Then  this  is  not  your  signature  to  the  affidavit  bearing  date  on  the  1st  day  of 
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December,  1876  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  made  that.    These  here  two  they  got  for  me  I 
never  had  anything  to  do  with. 

Q.  These  are  forgeries,  are  they  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  two  affidavits  which  the  witness  said  he  did  not  make  are  as  follows : 

"State  of  Fi-orida,  Jackson  County: 

*^  Before  me  personally  came  Edmond  Hays,  a  man  of  color,  who,  being  dnly  sworn, 
says  that  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors,  dnly  appoint^'d  by  the  board  of  commissiouers 
for  said  county,  for  the  precinct  known  as  Friendship  Church,  in  said  county,  and 
served  as  sach  inspector  at  the  late  election  held  there ;  that  the  election  was  conducted 
fairly,  and  without  any  fraud,  violence,  or  intimidation ;  that  at  the  close  of  the  polln 
at  said  election,  by  the  consent  of  all  the  inspectors  and  supervisors  serving  at  said 
election,  the  poll-box  was  removed  therefrom  to  the  house  of  J.  R.  Mosely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  counting  the  vote ;  that  this  was  done  because  there  were  no  lights  at  tbe 
church,  and  no  fire,  and  it  was  very  cold;  that  he  accompanied  the  said  box  all 
the  way  to  said  house:  that  the  box  was  carried  in  a  buggy  with  himself  and 
J.  H.  Stephens,  one  of  the  inspectors;  that  Henry  Long,  the  republican  supervisor, 
had  the  key  to  the  box  during  this  time;  that  when  they  arrived  at  the  house  of  the 
said  Mosely,  who  was  also  a  supervisor,  that  the  said  Henry  Long  retained  the  key  to 
said  box,  and  locked  the  same  up  in  a  room,  which  said  room  he  also  locked  and  kept 
the  key,  while  they,  to  wit,  himself,  Jacob  H.  Stephens,  John  B.  Anderson,  (the  other 
two  inspectors,)  and  J.  R.  Mosely  and  Henry  Long,  (the  two  supervisors,)  ate  supper 
in  another  room,  all  in  the  presence  of  each  other ;  that  as  soon  as  they  had  finished 
supper,  the  said  Henry  Long  unlocked  the  room,  and  they  all  together  proceeded  to 
canvass  the  vote  of  the  precinct ;  that  the  removal  of  said  box  was  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  committing  fraud,  and  that  no  fraud  was  committed  thereby.  He  further  says 
that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  said  election ;  and  that  he  knows  that  most  of 
the  republican  voters  and  most  of  the  colored  people  who  voted  at  that  precinct  are 
unable  to  read  the  English  language  or  to  write  their  names. 

"EDMOND  HAYS. 

**  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  1st  day  of  December,  1876 

"ALFRED  BARNES,  J,  P." 

"  State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

"  Before  me,  William  L.  Robinson,  Justice  of  the  peace  of  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Edmond  Hays,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  be 
was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  as  inspector  of  the  election,  held  at  the 

Srecinct  known  as  Friendship  Church,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th 
ay  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  helped  to  conduct  said  election,  together  with 
Jacob  H.  Stephens  and  John  B.  Anderson,  the  other  two  inspectors  thereat ;  that  they 
all  were  duly  sworn ;  that  C.  C.  Gunn  was  chosen  clerk  at  said  election  and  duly 
sworn ;  that  said  election  was  conducted  in  the  most  peaceable  and  quiet  manner. 
There  was  no  intimidation  directly  or  indirectly,  by  words,  gesture,  or  otherwise. 
That  there  was  no  fraud  or  irregularity  in  the  manner  said  election  was  conducted. 
That  there  were  two  United  States  supervisors  present  at  said  election — Henry  Long 
and  John  R.  Mosely — who  bad  free  access  to  the  ballot-box  and  place  of  voting.  That 
I  saw  the  count  made,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  fj^ir  election  in  all  things. 

"EDMOND  HAYS, 

"  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16tii  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

"W.L,  ROBINSON,    [seal.] 

'^Justice  of  the  Peace.'* 

Q.  Did  anybody  ever  request  yon  to  make  these  affidavits  on  their  behalf? — A.  Mr. 
Roberts  asked  me,  one  day,  wouldn't  I  sign  an  affidavit  for  him,  and  I  told  him  I  didn'( 
know  anything  about  affidavits  at  that  time,  and  that  nobody  had  brought  none 
around  for  me,  and  I  didn't  care  about  making  none  for  nobody ;  that  I  had  done  all  I 
expected  to  do  about  it. 

Q.  Was  that  all  the  conversation  f~A.  That  was  all  the  conversation  I  had  with 
him. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  ask  you  about  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  affidavits  which  you  did  sign  before  you  signed  them  f  — A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  were  written  out, and  I  read  them  before  I  signed  them ;  and  he  was  talking 
to  me  about  Mr.  Cooper  coming  there,  and  how  many  people  there  could  read  and  write 
where  I  was.  I  told  him  I  knew  pretty  nearly  all  the  people  who  voted  the  republican 
ticket,  and  that  I  gave  them  the  tickets  myself.  He  asked  me  how  many  could  write, 
and  I  said  there  was  three  who  could  write  their  names,  and  maybe  ten  more  who 
could  read,  but  not  write. 
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CERTAIN  ABOUT  THE  VOTE. 

Q.  Have  yon  testified  to-day  whether  yon  thought  there  were  more  white  or  more 
colored  men  who  voted  at  that  preoinct  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  ahout  that  f — A.  I  think  there  were  more  white  people  voted 
there  than  colored.  There  was  a  great  many  more  white  people  than  colored  people 
who  voted  there.  To  my  judgment,  there  was  ahout  sixty-seven  colored  men  there.  I 
didn't  keep  a  tally  myself,  hut  I  haa  a  colored  man  to  keep  a  tally  for  me  all  day,  from 
the  time  the  voting  commenced  up  to  the  time  it  closed. 

Q.  You  did  not  keep  the  tally  yourself? — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  another  man  to  keep  it ; 
hut  I  knowed  how  many  colored  men  there  was  on  the  ground.  There  was  sixty-seven 
men. 

Q.  How  many  tickets  did  yon  issue  outt — ^A.  I  issued  out  sixty-seven.  I  was  there 
all  the  time  from  the  time  the  sun  got  up  to  the  time  when  the  polls  closed. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  repuhlican  tickets  issued  out  f — A.  Wo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  every  repuhlican  wno  voted  vote  early  in  the  morning f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
voted  and  then  they  went  off.  They  voted  and  went  away,  and  there  was  no  more 
colored  men  there  that  day. 

Q.  How  soon  did  the  polls  open  f — A.  I  reckon  to  my  knowledge  it  was  ahout  half 
after  eight  o'clock  when  the  polls  opened. 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 1876. 

THOMAS  HOLLroAY  VOTES  AT  GREENWOOD. 

Daniel  W.  Bryant  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qoeetion.  Do  you  know  Thomas  Holliday  t— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  f — A.  He  lives  on  this  side  of  Murder  Ford ;  on  this  side  of 
Bellamy  Bridge,  they  call  it. 

Q.  How  does  he  live  in  reference  to  Friendship  Church ;  how  far  fVom  Friendship 
Church  f — A.  He  lives  ahout  some  six  or  seven  miles,  I  reckon ;  five  or  six  miles,  any- 
how. 

Q.  What  is  he — a  white  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  his  politics  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  democrat. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  that  day  ?  —A.  I  saw  him  vote  at  Greenwood. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  ticket  he  voted,  or  know  otherwise  than  he  is  a  white  man 
and  a  democrat  f — A.  That  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  You  saw  him  vote  at  Greenwood  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  him  very  well,  do  you  f^-A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  him  for  years 
hack. 


Tallahassee,  Peoem&er  30, 1876. 
oamfbellton  precinct. 

Lewis  Godwin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  In  Jackson  County. 

Q.  Were  yon  an  officer  of  the  election  in  that  county  on  the  7th  of  November  last  f — 
A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  preoinct  Y— A.  Campbellton. 

Q.  What  officer  of  the  election  were  you  f — A.  Supervisor. 

Q.  United  States  supervisor  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  appointed  and  by  whom  sworn  T — A.  Mr.  Staley,  clerk  of  the 
court. 

Q.  And  by  whom  sworn  T — ^A.  Mr.  Staley. 

Q.  Where  was  the  polling-place  held  f~A.  Held  at  Mr.  John  Brantly's  store. 

Q.  What  were  the  accommodations  for  the  people  to  vote  there  T  How  were  they 
arnuiged  f  I  want  to  know  how  the  ballot  box  was  situated — through  what  kind  of  a 
place  they  voted  f — A.  Yon  want  to  know  where  they  voted,  at  the  window  or  the 
doorf 

Q.  Yes.— A.  Thev  voted  at  the  window. 

Q.  In  this  store  f— A.  At  a  room  in  this  store. 
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Q.  How  high  was  that  window  from  the  ground  on  theoatsidef — A.  I  suppose  abont 
six  feet,  or  five  and  a  half  ;  higher  than  I  could  see. 

Q.  Higher  than  your  head  f-— A.  Yes,  sir.  When  a  person  voted  he  would  have  to 
reach  his  hand  up  this  way  [indicating]  to  hand  his  ticket  in  to  the  inspector. 

Q.  Who  received  the  votes  f— A.  Armstrong  Pnrdy. 

Q.  Where  was  he  sitting  f —A.  Sitting  at  the  right*hand  side  of  the  window. 

Q.  On  the  sill  f — A.  Inside  the  house. 

Q.  Was  the  sill  of  the  window  that  height  above  the  ground  f — A.  The  board  they 
had  up  was. 

Q.  The  board  they  had  ap  was  above  the  sill  of  the  window  ?  Were  the  boards 
above  this  bottom  of  the  window,  [indicating ;]  the  bottom  of  the  \(indow  was  above 
the  ground,  higher  than  a  man's  head  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  the  voter  see  what  became  of  his  ticket  from  the  outside? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
not  after  he  gave  it  to  Mr.  Purdy. 

Q.  Were  the  other  windows  of  the  store  as  high  as  that  one  on  that  side  of  the 
house  f — A.  There  was  none  but  that  one  window  there  that  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Was  the  door  opened  or  closed  f — A.  The  door  was  closed,  of  course ;  bat  every 
now  and  then  they  opened  the  door. 

Q.  Who  opened  the  door  I — A.  Mr.  Shoemaker. 

Q.  Who  is  Shoemaker? — A.  He  was  appointed  as  clerk. 

Q.  A  democrat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  public  go  in  and  out  of  that  door  as  they  pleased,  or  was  it  closed  to 
them  ?— A.  The  door  was  closed  to  them. 

Q.  Were  you  allowed  to  remain  in  the  room  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  remain  in  the  room  ;  Why  did  you  not  go  into  the  room  ?-— A,  I 
was  oMected  to  and  conid  not  go  in. 

Q.  Who  objected  to  your  going  in?— -A.  Mr.  Shoemaker. 

Q.  On  what  ground  did  Shoemaker  exclude  you  ?— A.  On  these  grounds :  I  went  to 
the  door  to  go  in.  As  I  went  to  the  door,  just  as  I  got  in,  the  sun  was  about  three- 
quarters  01  an  hour  high.  When  I  got  there  I  met  Mr.  Parker  at.  the  front  door.  I 
went  to  the  door.  I  didn't  know  whether  he  had  been  in,  or  got  in  and  come  out.  I 
met  him.  He  told  me  I  could  not  go  in  ;  they  would  not  let  me  ko  in ;  that  he  was  a 
minute  or  two  minutes  behind  the  time,  and  they  would  not  let  him  go  in.  I  went  up 
to  go  in  with  him.  I  knocked  at  the  door.  Shoemaker  opened  the  door.  After  he 
opened  the  door  I  told  him  I  had  to  come  in ;  he  said  "  No ;  we  have  as  many  in  here  as 
we  want;"  and  slammed  the  door  and  went  in  and  attended  to  his  business. 

ARRAXGEMKNT  FOR  VOTINQ. 

Q.  What  arrangement  was  made  in  the  order  of  voting  and  who  made  it  f — A.  The 
inspectors  made  the  arrangement. 

Q.  What  was  the  arrangement  ? — A.  Abont  how  they  should  vote  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  The  colored  one  hour  and  the  whites  one  hour. 

Q.  Alternately,  one  after  the  other ;  the  colored  men  one  hour  and  the  democrats  or 
whites  one  hour?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  who  should  voce  after  that  second  hour  ?— A.  After  the  second  hour  ? 

Q.  The  colored  men  ?— A.  YesJ  sir ;  regularly  one  hour  colored  and  white,  until  the 
white  vote  gave  out;  then  the  colored  continually  until  they  got  through  voting. 

Q.  How  many  hours  did  the  v^hites  vote  ?--A.  I  could  not  say  for  certain  how  many 
hours  they  voted.  I  know  when  we  got  there  the  whites  were  voting  continually 
before  eight  o'clock.  According  to  my  judgment,  the  sun  was  abont  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  high. 

Q.  They  finished  their  hour  out  ?— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Then  the  coloted  men  could  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  next  hour  the  whites 
voted  that  hour,  and  then  the  colored  voted ;  and  then  directly  after  dinner  the  whites 
voted  again ;  then  the  whites  gave  out. 

THE  VOTING  AFTER  DINNER. 

Q.  How  many  whites  voted  after  dinner  ?— A.  N«>t  more  than  two  or  three. 

Q.  How  many  colored  men  after  dinner? — ^A.  The  marshals  who  were  appointed 
counted  seventy-six. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  yourself;  did  you  see  a  large  number  who  voted  after  dinner  ?— 
A.  Of  course. 

Q.  You  think  seventy-six  or  thereabouts  ? — ^A.  I  think  about  that  many,  aooording 
to  my  judgment,  or  more. 

Q.Do  you  know  that  the  colored  men  generally  voted  the  republican  ticket  ?~A. 
Yes,  sir ;  they  generally  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  How  many  colored  men  voted  in  the  morning  f — A.  I  allow  just  as  many. 

Q.  As  in  the  afternoon  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  your  Judgment  that  you  saw  them  voting  there  in  about  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY    OF   LEWIS   GODWIN.  321 

DDinberf— A.  The  same  nnmber  or  more  voted  in  the  morning.  We  did  not  coant 
tbem  that  voted  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Yon  mean  you  did  not  keep  an  account  on  the  outside  of  how  many  voted  in  the 
mornio^  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  mean  Tvhen  the  votes  was  canvassed. 

Q.  Did  you  se^  a  good  many  colored  people  whom  you  knew  to  vote  the  republican 
ticket?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mark  on  the  republican  ticket  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  f — A.  The  republican  ticket? 

Q.  Any  picture  on  it  of  anv  kind  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  picture?— A.  A  flag. 

Q.  Was  there  any  flag  on  the  democratic  ticket  ?— A.  Not  at  all. 

GALVANIZED  TICKETS. 

Q.  So  that  any  republican,  whether  he  could  read  or  not,  could  tell  the  republican 
ticket  by  the  flag  ?— A.  Yes, sir;  the  democrata  did  have  some  ''galvanized"  tickets 
late  in  the  evening. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  galvanized "  I— A.  A  ticket  made  like  the  republican 
ticket  with  flag ;  but  there  was  only  one  in  the  ballot-box. 

Q.  Only  one  of  those  in  the  ballot-box  ? — A  That  was  all. 

Q.  The  presumption,  then,  was  that  only  one  man  voted  that  made  a  mistake  ?— A.  I 
believe  they  made  that  mistake  and  voted  it  themselves. 

THE  BAIXOT-BOX  AT  NOON. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  box  at  dinner-time  ?— A.  It  was  left  in  the  room. 

Q.  What  room  ? — A.  The  room  they  were  voting  in. 

Q.  Anybody  left  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  guarding  the  box  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  appointed 
two  men  to  stay  there  at  the  time  we  adjourned  for  dinner,  and  closed  the  doors. 

Q.  Where  did  these  men  stay  that  were  there  ?— A.  They  sat  on  the  steps  until  Mr. 
Joe  Calloway  got  back. 

Q.  Who  were  these  men  ? — A.  Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Buyc. 

Q.  Was  the  window  fastened  up  that  led  into  the  polling-places  while  they  ad- 
journed ? — A.  That  is  something  which  has  slipped  my  memory.  I  think  the  window 
was  closed. 

GOING  IN  AT  THE  WINDOW. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  go  into  the  house  where  the  ballot-box  was  during  the  ad- 
joamment  ? — A.  Mr.  John  McKinney  went  in  through  the  window. 

Q.  He  went  through  the  window  where  the  voting  was  dnring  the  time  the  board 
had  ^one  t-o  dinner  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  when  it  was  hollered  '^  adjournment  for  dinner"  Mr. 
McKmney  went  into  the  room  and  said,  '^  Let  us  have  more  to  drink."  I  went  into  the 
etore-room.    This  was  the  room  in  Mr.  Brantley's  store  we  took  to  vote  at. 

Q.  He  went  into  the  room  where  the  box  was  f— A.  Right  through  the  room,  sir ; 
stepped  right  over  the  box. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  that  time  T — ^A.  I  was  standing  outside  on  a  box  and  could 
.  not  act  as  supervisor  inside  of  the  house,  so  I  challenged  the  tickets  outside  of  the  house 
from  the  democratic  iside. 

Q.  Could  you  look  into  the  window  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  got  on  the  box  I  could, 
but  the  majority  could  not.    I  had  another  man  appointed  to  help  challenge  on  the. 
ground. 

Q.  Could  you  see  what  became  of  the  tickets  when  handed  in  ? — X,  When  on  the 
box  I  could. 

Q.  Could  the  man  who  took  your  place  see  what  became  of  the  tickets  ? — A.  Yes, 
6ir ;  be  eonld  by  getting  on  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  see  what  became  of  the  tickets  after  being  handed  up  ?— A.  No,  sir  ; 
not  on  the  ground. 

Q.  While  on  the  box  could  you  see  ? — A.  When  I  saw  them  handing  the  tickets  up, 
Armstrong  Purdv  got  them,  I  thought  they  were  safe  in  the  box;  but  don't  know 
whether  he  put  them  in  or  what  he  did  with  them. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  ballot-box  ?— A.  When  on  the  box  I  could ;  on  the  ground  I 
could  not. 

THREATENED  VIOLENCE. 

Q.  Did  anybody  interfere  with  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  on  the  outside  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  how  it  was.— A.  I  was  joking  with  a  colored  man  about  voting  under  age, 
telliDg  him  how  bad  it  would  be — simply  joking  with  him  over  that.  Mr.  Buyc  cursed 
me  and  said,  '^  there  was  no  intimidation  law  as  that."  He  asked  me  what  I  disturbed 
the  man  for;  that  he  had  the  privilege  to  vote  any  way  he  damned  pleased.  I  begged 
bis  pardon,  and  told  him  he  misunderstood  me :  I  was  not  doing  that.  He  said  if 
I  said  that,  or  any  other  man,  he  was  a  God  damned  liar.    Well,  at  this  time  Mr. 
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Tom  Davis  8iK>ke  and  oorsed  me  and  jamped  back,  and  Mr.  MoKinney  came  there.  I 
was  challengiDg  on  one  side  of  the  window  the  white  tickets,  and  he  on  the  other  side. 
He  said  that  if  I  interfered  with  Charley  Matthews  about  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
if  I  was  to  just  let  him  know,  or  if  I  made  a  disturbance  and  called  there  any  of  my 
marshals— Mr.  McKinnev  said,  <<  If  you  call  any  of  your  marshals  to  arrest  any  man 
youll  not  find  a  piece  of  any  of  them  left  as  big  as  a  doll-ras."  Upon  this  Mr.  Davis 
jumped  back  and  throwed  his  hands  back  there,  [indicating  behind  him,]  and  I  began 
to  get  scared  or  shy.  I  fl;ot  close  to  my  box  and  thought  my  time  was  near  at  hand. 
At  this  time  the  clerk,  who  was  attending  to  his  business  inside  the  house,  ran  to  the 
door  and  said— Mr.  Shoemaker  said^  "  Yon  are  too  God  damned  smart  anyhow  running 
your  clash  all  day.''  I  thought  it  time  to  hush  my  "  clash,"  so  I  hushed  talking.  He 
said  I  had  been  running  my  God  damned  clash  all  day,  so  I  thought  it  time  to  cease 
my  "  clash." 

Q.  Did  you  still  continue  to  challenge  after  that  f— A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  staid  right  there, 
but  said  a  little  less  than  I  had  been  saying. 

Q.  While  standing  there  on  the  box  could  you  see  the  ballot-box  T— A.  There  was  a 
board  between  the  window  and  the  box.  When  on  the  box  challenging  I  could. 
Every  man  who  came  up  to  vote  had  to  reach  his  hand  up  over  it. 

Q.  Could  you  see  over  this  board  between  the  window  and  the  ballot-box  T — ^A.  On 
the  box  I  could ;  when  on  the  ground  I  could  see  nothing. 

ARMED  MEN  AT  THE  POLLS. 

Q.  Were  the  white  men  armed  at  the  polls  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  see  plenty  of  arms. 

Q.  What  were  the  arms  T— A.  Pistols  and  double-barreled  shot-guns. 

Q.  What  parties  did  you  see  that  were  armed ;  can  you  name  them  T — ^A.  I  can  per- 
sonate some  of  them :  Mr  Tanner  with  his  pistol,  and  his  father,  John  Tanner,  wiUi 
his  pistol.    I  saw  several  more,  but  I  can't  tnink  who  they  were. 

Q.  Were  the  colored  men  armed  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  them  with  any 
arms  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  democrats  go  off  in  the  direction  of  any  other  precinct  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  saw  them  go  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Underwood's. 

Q.  In  what  numbers :  how  many  of  them  f— A.  Two,  in  a  bug^f. 

Q.  How  many  t — A.  I  did  not  see  but  two  or  three  that  went  off,  myself. 

Q.  Name  them  Y— A.  Mr.  Willie  Bartly,  Dr.  Beard,  Mr.  Lit.  Chandless ;  I  saw  them 
go  off. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  canvass  at  night  Y— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  it  made  ? — A.  Right  in  the  room. 

THE  COUNTING  OUT. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  canvass ;  how  were  the  votes  Y— A.  Under  what  cir- 
cumstances ? 

Q.  I  mean  how  many  for  the  Tilden  electors  and  for  the  Hayes  electors  Y — A.  There 
were  seventv-seven  for  the  Haves  electors,  and  there  was — I  disremember — two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-odd  for  the  Tilden  electors  at  that  canvass. 

THE  VOTE. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  saw,  yourself,  the  republican  ticket  voted  for  by  about  seventy 
or  eighty  men  in  the  afternoon  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  as  many  or  more  than  that  number  vote  for  the  republican  ticket  in  the 
forenoon  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  apparently  as  many  republican  tickets  voted  at  the  poll  as  democratic 
at  that  precinct  Y— A.  There  were  more  republicans,  according  to  my  jud^ent. 

Q.  You  saw  there  were;  youj  were  there  watching  every  man  voting? — ^A.  I  saw 
that.    I  was  looking  out  for  that. 

Q.  There  were  more  according  to  your  recollection,  from  what  you  saw  Y — A.  Yes^ 
sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  were  the  inspectors  Y — A.  Mr.  Joe  Calloway,  Mr.  John  Speight. 

Q.  Only  two  inspectors  Y— A.  Mr.  Armstrong  Purdy,  he  was  an  inspector.  I  suppose 
he  was  appointed. 

Q.  Was  he  there  Y— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  their  politics  Y — ^A.  Their  politics  was  republican. 

Q.  All  of  them  Y — A.  Mr.  Calloway  was  a  democrat ;  so  was  Mr.  Shoemaker. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  inspectors,  Mr.  Speight  and  Mr.  Calloway  Y — A.  There 
were  two  republicans. 

Q.  There  were  two  republicans  and  one  democratic  inspector  Y — ^A.  Two  of  each. 

Q.  There  were  four  inspectors  Y — ^A.  There  were  four  in  the  house. 

Q.  Two  of  each  in  the  house ;  were  the  ballots  counted  out  in  the  house  before  they- 
a^oumed  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  By  four  of  these  men  f — A.  Tes,  sir.  I  was  in  there.  Mr.  Parker  went  in  after 
Bondown  and  helped  to  canvass  the  tickets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  tickets  in  that  ballot-box  not  oanyassed  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  about  the  floor  T — A.  I  was  not  looking  for  them  there. 

Q.  Did  not  see  that  f — A.  No,  sir ;  the  last  thing  Mr.  CalK>way  showed  the  bottom 
of  the  box,  and  all  were  out. 


Tallahassee,  December  20, 1876. 

A  CANDIDATE  GETS  IN  THE  WINDOW. 

Thomas  Kinchen  Miller  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qoestion.  Where  do  yon  reside  ? — Answer.  Jackson  County,  Florida. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at,  or  were  you  an  officer  of  election  on  the  7th  of  November 
at  any  precinct  in  that  county  Y — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  challenger  on  that  day  at  Camp- 
beltoD. 

Q.  Who  did  you  assist  in  challenging  ? — A.  Lewis  (Godwin. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  window  at  the  polling-place  through  which  the  voting  was 
done  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  was  that  above  the  ground  ?— A.  To  my  best  knowledge,  it  was 
between  ^ye  and  six  feet  high. 

Q.  Was  it  higher  than  your  head  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  leetle  higher  than  my  head, 
and  I'm  five  feet  high  and  a  half. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  ballot-box  inside  of  the  room  t — A.  No,  sir  j  I  only  seen  it  from 
the  ontside.  I  conld  have  seen  it  if  there  had  not  been  a  box  which  was  between  the 
window  and  the  ballot-box.  That  was  higher  than  I  was,  and  I  could  not  see  over  the 
box. 

Q.  Conld  you  see  in  the  window,  higher  than  your  head,  standing  on  the  ground  ? — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  could  you  see  ? — A.  Not  standing  right  up  I  could  not ;  but  I  could  if  I  stood 
back  a  little. 

Q.  Did  the  ground  rise  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  did  not  rise ;  but  you  can  see  from  there 
higher  if  you  stand  back  a  leetle. 

Q.  That  is  true,  I  know,  on  a  wall ;  but  I  did  not  know  it  was  true  on  the  floor. — 
A  No,  sir ;  it  would  not  be  true  on  the  floor. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot-box  on  the  floor  T — A.  I  should  judge  it  was  on  the  floor  or  on  a 
bench.  I  only  saw  it  while  I  was  a  challenger,  when  I  was  on  the  box  ontside,  and 
then  I  could  see  into  the  room. 

Q.  But  you  think  the  ballot-box  stood  on  the  floor  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  on 
&ooTy  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  And  there  was  a  box  inside  the  room  between  the  ballot-box  and  the  window  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you  see  from  the  box,  where  you  stood  on  the  ontside,  into  the  room  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir ;  the  box  on  which  the  challengers  stood  was  a  large  dry-goods  box,about  three 
feet  l^h,  I  suppose. 

Q.  What  did  they  have  the  box  inside  the  room,  between  the  ballot-box  and  the 
window,  for  t — A.  I  don't  know  what  they  put  the  box  there  for,  but  I  thought  they 
pat  it  there  for  a  fortification,  or  a  shield,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Who  were  the  officers  of  the  election  ? — ^A.  Rev.  John  Speight,  and  Joe  Calloway, 
and  Shoemaker,  and  Albert  Purdy. 

Q.  Which  of  those  were  the  republican  officers  ?— A.  Purdy  and  Speight  I  decided 
were  the  republicans. 

Q.  Could  you  see  what  became  of  the  tickets  when  you  stood  upon  the  box  7 — A. 
Tes.  sir ;  when  I  stood  on  the  box,  and  I  was  standing  about  there  as  a  challenger,  I 
conld  then.    When  I  was  on  the  ground  I  could  not. 

Q.  What  obstacle  was  there  in  the  way  of  their  having  allowed  the  voting  to  be 
done  through  the  door,  having  a  bar  put  across  the  door  so  that  nobody  could  get  in, 
bat  so  that  everybody  could  see  the  box,  and  pass  their  tickets  in  in  that  way  T  Was 
there  anv  reason  why  that  could  not  be  done  f — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  reason  why 
that  could  not  be  done  that  I  know,  but  there  was  nothing  said  about  that  that  I  re- 
member. They  were  all  voting  at  the  window,  and  there  was  nothing  said  about 
voting  at  the  door  that  I  know  of. 


Q.  What  was  done  during  the  adjournment  at  noon  :  what  did  the  officers  of  the 
election  do ! — ^A.  During  the  adjournment?  They  decidea  within  themselves  that  they 
would  have  a  recess  for  half  an  hour^  and  at  that  time,  when  they  declared  the  recess, 
Mr.  J.  H.  McKinney,  one  of  the  candidates,  says,  ''Boys,  I  want  to  get  in  and  get  some 
more  of  that  good  stuff  we  had  a  little  while  ago."    Shoemaker  says,  "  You  can  get  in  ;" 
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and  be  says,  *^  It  ain'fc  no  barm  to  get  in  in  this  way  f  and  he  stepped  rij^bt  on  the  box 
alongside  of  me  and  stepped  right  through  the  window,  and  stepped  over  the  ballot- 
box  luto  the  room,  and  there  they  drank. 

JOHNNY  PAYNE   CALLED  IN. 

Q.  Where  did  they  leave  the  ballot-box  f— A.  I  was  going  to  state  that  he  went  in, 
and  he  stepped  over  the  ballot-box  and  says,  **  Let'stget  something  to  drink  ;**  and  Jnst 
before  that,  thongh,  I  ought  to  say  that,  just  before  that,  Shoemaker,  who  was  the 
clerk  of  the  election,oalled  a  young  fellow  by  the  name  of  Johnny  Payne  into  the  room 
and  said  he  wanted  to  see  him.  Payne  went  in  there,  and  then  they  shut  the  window 
down,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  be  came  out  or  not.  I  never  saw  him,  but  at  dinner 
they  went  in  there,  and  Mr.  McKinney  and  Payne  and  Armstrong  Purdy,  they  all  drank, 
and  I  did  not  go  in,  and  I  do  not  know  what  they  did  with  the  ballot-box.  They  closea 
the  window,  and  we  could  not  see  what  they  did  with  the  ballot-box.  There  was  a 
partition  inside  the  room  that  went  all  the  way  up  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  there 
was  a  door  in  that  partition  that  led  into  the  large  hall  part  of  the  house,  and  just  on 
the  other  side  of  that  was  a  door  that  takes  you  out  into  the  store,  right  aside  of  the 
chimney.  Thev  all  drank  there,  and  went  out  of  the  door  at  the  side.  I  did  not  see 
them  go  out  of  the  room,  but  I  went  around  and  saw  them  after  they  got  out  of  the 
door  on  the  side. 

Q.  Was  there  a  shutter  on  the  window  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  shutter  there. 

Q.  Was  it  closed  Y — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  closed. 

Q.  So  that  you  could  not  see  what  they  did  T— A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  McKinney  went  in 
there  and  this  man  Johnny  Payne,  so  that  I  cannot  say  whether  they  came  out  or  not. 

Q.  Were  there  any  republicans  in  there  ?—  A.  Yes,  sir ;  Johnny  Speight  and  Purdy 
was  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  Speight  and  Purdy  drink  with  these  other  men?— A.  Johnny  Speight  did 
not,  for  he  was  a  minister,  and  he  could  not  drink }  but  Purdy  did,  though,  and  Speight 
came  out  talking  about  it  afterwards,  and  was  growling  about  it,  declaring  to  ns  that 
we  chose  him  as  a  supervisor  of  election,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  be  drinking  so  in 
there  with  the  other  men. 

Q.  How  long  were  the  inspectors  gone,  during  the  dinner  hour,  from  the  polls  t— 
A.  I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  I  did  not 
hold  any  time  on  them,  but  I  was  a  challenger,  and  I  was  noticing  the  time  for  fear 
that  they  would  not  come  back,  as  I  wanted  to  get  all  the  votes  in,  and  I  was  afraid 
there  would  not  be  time  for  all  the  votes. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  anybody  was  in  the  store-house  during  this  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  that  the  inspectors  were  gone  for  dinner  f~A.  I  do  not.  I  know  Johnny 
Payne  went  in  there,  but  whether  he  came  out  or  not  I  do  not  know.  I  went  around 
and  saw  Mr.  McKinney  come  out,  as  he  was  the  man  I  was  most  interested  in,  because 
he  was  a  candidate.  I  saw  him  go  in  through  the  window,  and  then  I  saw  all  the 
managers  come  out ;  but  the  young  man  Payne,  who  was  called  in,  I  did  not  see  whether 
he  came  out  or  not. 

Q.  What  time  did  Godwin  get  there  in  ihe  morning,  if  you  know? — ^A.  He  told  me 
he  had  been  there  about  four  minutes  before  they  opened  the  polls,  and  I  got  there 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  seven  o'clock.  The  sun  looked  to  me  to  be 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  high  when  I  got  there,  and  the  polls  had  just  been 
opened. 

THE  PARTIES  VOTING  ALTERNATE  HOURS. 

Q.  Was  there  any  arrangement  made  between  yon  and  the  other  parties  on  the 
subject  of  voting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  arrangement  made  there  between  us  in 
relation  to  the  voting,  that  the  whites  should  vote  lor  one  hour  and  the  blacks  should 
vote  one  howr.  We  proposed  to  have  that  arrangement  made,  and  we  was  all  on  one 
side  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  was  objected  to,  and  one  of  the  democrats  there  said,  '*Let 
them  go  up  two  at  a  time,  two  black  men  go  up  together  and  two  white  men  go  np, 
and  take  turn  and  turn  about  in  voting;"  but  we  were  the  most  there,  and  we  over- 
ruled him. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  turn  about  in  that  way,  hour  by  hour,  first  the  white  votes  and 
then  the  black  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  that  arrangement  continue? — A.  It  continued  that  way  until  the 
last  hour  of  the  evening,  and  in  the  last  hour  of  the  evening  the  colored  people  took 
about  half  an  hour  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  of  the  white  people'^  hour,  and  then 
they  had  the  last  hour,  and  that  is  the  wav  it  ended. 

Q.  Do  you  know  bow  many  hours  the  whites  voted  and  how  many  hours  the  colored 
people  voted? — A.  No;  I  did  not  take  particular  account  myself,  but  took  Squire  Par- 
ker^) count,  and  he  said  we  had  five  hours. 

MORE  COLORED  THAN  WHITE  VOTERS. 

Q.  Were  there  as  many  colored  men  as  white  men  who  voted  that  day  ?— A.  I  think 
there  wau  a  good  many  more. 
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Q.  YoQ  think  there  were  a  good  many  more  blacks  than  whites  voted .  —  A.  Yes,  sir, 
Ido. 

Q.  And  yon  were  there  all  day  and  observing  the  voting  all  the  limp,  were  you  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there,  and  I  saw  it  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  tickets  that  the  men  came  to  the  polls  and  voted  f— A.  Yes«,8ir, 

I  saw  the  tickets,  bat  I  didn^t  see  them  opened. 

Q.  Conld  you  tell  whether  they  were  republican  tickets  or  whether  they  were  dem- 
ocratic tickets  ? — A.  I  thought  I  could. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mark  on  them  or  anything  of  the  kind  by  which  you  could  tell  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  a  picture  on  the  republican  ticket. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — ^A.  There  was  a  flag  on  it ;  and  there  were  some  galvanized  tickets 
there  also,  which  had  a  flag  on  also,  and  headed  with  the  letters  on  it,  ^*  Kepublican," 
and  had  Hayes  and  Wheeler's  names  on  it,  but  didn't  have  any  other  name  on  it  but 
the  county  officers. 

Q.  Were  any  of  those  tickets  voted  ?— A.  I  don't  think  there  was.  The  colored  peo- 
ple was  pretty  sharp,  and  they  knowed  what  those  tickets  was,  and  they  got  them  out 
of  the  hands  of  those  who  had  them  in  the  morning. 

Q.  It  was  generally  understood  by  the  people  that  these  tickets  were  spnrions  or 
l^alvanized,  was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  they  took  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  men  who 
had  them.  There  was  a  feW  men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  right  square  out ; 
some  half  a  dozen. 

Q.  And  those  were  well  kd-o^n  as  voting  that  ticket  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  known, 
and  some  of  them  voted  in  the  white  hours  and  some  voted  in  our  hours.  Then  there 
was  some  white  boys  voted,  who  we  thought  were  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  There 
was  some  white  boys  from  Marianna,  who  went  np  to  Mr.  McKinney  and  voted,  and 
we  thought  they  were  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  We  did  not  know  their  age,  but 
somebody  knew  their  age  and  came  and  told  us  they  were  only  eighteen. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  the  vote  as  announced  T — A.  Well,  the  annnnciation  of  the 
afternoon,  at  the  close  of  the  polls,  was,  I  disremember  how  many  tickets  was  polled , 
but  anyhow  we  had  seventy-seven  in  number,  which  gave  the  democrats  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  of  a  majority.  I  think  that  was  the  understanding,  as  well  as  I 
remember  now. 

Q.  Although,  by  your  observation,  and  from  your  recollection,  you  are  certain  that 
there  were  more  republican  votes  cast  than  democratic  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  thought  that 
when  the  polls  closed,  and  until  we  went  to  investigating  the  matter  right  straight. 
We  consulted  each  other,  knowing  there  was  a  great  many  more  colored  men  than 
white,  and  then  we  gave  them  as  high  as  eighteen  to  twenty  to  vote  with  them,  and 
then  we  were  satisfled  that  we  onght  to  have  been  in  the  majority,  and  then  two  of  the 
boys  agreed  they  had  heard  something  in  the  room  at  dinner,  and  one  of  them  said,  ^'  I 
was  standing  on  the  box  all  the  time  they  was  in  there,  and  I  heard  somebody  in  the 
room  while  they  were  at  dinner." 

ARMED  MBN,AND  THREATS  OF  VIOLENCE. 

Q.  Were  there  an v  weapon*)  at  the  polls  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  carried  tnem  T — A.  There  was  one  man  carried  a  pistol  by  the  name  of  Chan 
Tanner,  and  his  father  by  the  name  of  John  Tanner — Captain  Tanner,  he  is  known  as 
— and  Tommy  Davis ;  those  three  pistols  is  all  I  saw.  There  was  another  gentleman 
with  a  gun  sat  there  bv  the  name  of  Harrison  Lee,  who  sat  away  from  the  polls,  not 
right  close  up  to  the  window,  but  about  twenty  yards  away,  or  a  little  farther,  on  a  bale 
ofcotton  under  a  wagon-shelter.  ' 

Q.  Did  the  colored  men  have  any  weapons?— A.  No, sir;  I  didn't  see  any.  In  the 
afternoon,  after  the  polls  had  closed,  there  was  a  great  many  come  out  with  guns. 

Q.  Was  there  any  threat  made  to  molest  the  repnblicansf — A.  Yes, sir:  along  about 

II  o'clock,  or  about  11  or  12  o'clock,  there  was  one  of  those  boys  named  Matthews,  a 
leetle  yellow  fellow  from  Marianna,  came  up  to  vote,  and  Lewis  Gk>dwin  challenged  his 
vote,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  vote— that  he  was  twenty-one :  and  McKinney  said 
be  onght  to  go  to  Marianna  to  vote  where  people  knew  him ;  ana,  by  that  time,  Mc- 
Kinney took  it  up,  and  said,  "  The  next  thin^  you  know,  I  will  make  him  lick  you  like 
hell ;  ^  and  then  he  said  he  didn't  challenge  his  vote,  but  he  was  simply  talking  to  him ; 
and  the  next  thing  was, ''  The  first  thing  you  know  we'll  beat  yon  like  hell; "  and  then 
Lewis  Godwin  cafled  the  marshal,  and  then  Shoemaker,  and  Tommy  Davis  said,  "  God 
damn  you,  let  the  marshal  start,  and  there  will  not  be  a  piece  of  him  found  as  big  as  a 
rag,  and  there  will  not  be  a  piece  of  you  found  as  big  as  my  hat."  Then  Tommy  Davis 
he  yelled,  and  put  his  hand  nown  to  bis  hip  as  if  for  a  pistol,  and  we  all  drawed  back ; 
and  Squire  Parker  then  came  up,  a  good,  clever  old  fellow,  a  justice  of  the  i>eace  there, 
a  good  democrat,  and  he  talked  to  them,  and  said  there  ought  not  to  be  any  trouble 
there,  and  we  all  listened  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  kept  the  keys  of  the  house  where  the  ballot-box  was  locked  up 
when  they  went  to  dinner  f — A.  I  think  Shoemaker  had  it. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  a  partition  and  a  door  in  the  partition  between  the  room  used 
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as  a  store-room  and  tbe  room  used  as  a  xK)lling- place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  partition  was 
high  and  extended  np  to  the  wall. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stay  during  this  dinner-hour  T — A.  During  the  dinner-hour  I 
walked  off  and  went  off,  I  reckon,  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards  from  the  house  and  sat 
down  while  they  were  taking  dinner.  I  sat  down  and  waited  until  they  came  back 
and  opened  the  poll. 

Q.  Did  ^ou  see  in  inside  of  the  door  that  led  into  the  store-room  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did 
not  see  in  inside  of  it  all  the  time. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  door  that  led  into  this  polling-place  besides  that  which  led 
into  the  store-room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  anotuer  door  which  opened  out  on  the 
front  side,  on  the  street.  There  was  two  partitions;  one  partition  between  the  room 
and  the  store-room  and  another  partition  on  the  side  toward  the  street  and  a  door  ex- 
tending through  there. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  kept  the  key  of  that  door? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  the  store- 
keeper kept  it.  The  store  belonged  to  John  Bradley,  and  I  allowed  that  he  kept  the 
key. 

Q.  How  did  they  make  the  canvass  that  night,  do  yon  know  ? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
stay  until  they  got  to  canvassing. 


Tallahassee,  December  21,  1876. 

TUE  REPUBLICAN  VOTE    AT  CAMPBEIXTOX. 

James  Gaston  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live  ?— Answer.  I  live  in  the  locality  of  Canipbellton. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  election  of  the  7th  of  November?— A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  arrangement  was  made  as  to  alternate  voting,  if  any,  on  that 
day  ?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  State  what  it  was. — A.  Tbe  voting  on  that  day  was  a^eed  by  the  inspectors  to 
vote  one  hour  each ;  the  democrats  one  hour  and  the  republicans  one  hour ;  and  there 
was  five  hours  attained  before  dinner,  which  was  five  hours,  two  hours  for  the  republi- 
cans and  three  for  the  democrats,  after  which,  after  dinner,  I  suppose  they  Yot«d,  and, 
in  the  afternoon,  there  was  76  republicans  to  vote,  which  did  vote  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  any  democrats  vote  in  the  afternoon  ?— A.  About  ten. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  76  republicans  voting  in  the  afternoon ;  how  do  you  know  that  76 
republicans  voted  in  the  afternoon  ? — A.  I  counted  them. 

Q.  You  kept  the  count,  and  know  that  was  the  number  that  did  vote  ? — A.  I  kept 
the  count. 

Q.  Did  the  republicans  have  any  mark  on  their  ticket — any  picture  ? — A.  The  repub- 
licans had  a  flag. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mark  on  the  democratic  ticket  ?— A.  There  was  on  the  false  ticket. 
They  had  on  the  foreign  ticket  the  same  form  that  the  republicans  had ;  but  we  can- 
vassed entirely  every  hour  in  the  forenoon  that  the  republicans  voted  to  see  that  they 
did  not  vote  that  false  ticket. 

Q.  And  you  saw  that  they  did  not  ? — A.  They  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whetlier  any  of  the  false  tickets  were  found  in  the  box  afterward  ? — 
A.  Only  one. 

the  location  of  the  ballot-box. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  counting  at  night  ? — ^A.  I  was  not  on  the  inside. 

Q.  You  saw  the  window  through  which  the  voting  was  done.  How  high  was  it  above 
the  ground  ? — A.  I  did  not  measure  it ;  but  suppose  it  to  be  between  five  and  six  feet. 

Q.  Was  it  above  your  head? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  above  my  head.  I  suppose  the 
window  was  about  five  feet  high,  I  suppose.  I  am  not  sure  of  that ;  I  did  not  take  any 
measure. 

Q.  How  tall  are  you  ? — ^A.  I  am  five  feet  eleven  inches  and  a  half. 

Q.  Could^  yon  see  the  ballot-box  through  the  window  ? — ^A.  I  could  not  see  the  bal- 
lot-box, because  there  was  a  box  right  in  front  of  the  ballot-box,  and  I  suppose  the 
ballot-box  was  about  four  inches  lower  than  the  box  in  front. 

Q.  Could  a  colored  man  of  ordinary  height  see  into  the  window  at  all  ? — A.  No.  sir ; 
he  could  not  see  into  the  window,  and  he  could  not  see  the  box.  There  was  a  large 
box  in  front  of  the  door  and  behind  that  was  a  box,  and  the  ballot-box  was  behind  that, 
and  the  ballot-box  was,  I  suppose,  about  six  inches  lower  than  the  top  box. 

Q.  Was  it  a  door  or  a  window  7 — ^A.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  door. 

Q.  Were  there  steps  landing  down  from  the  door  ? — A.  No  steps  at  all. 

Q.  How  does  a  person  get  in  at  the  door  in  ordinary  times  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  believe  they 
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went  in  at  all.  I  suppose  the  steps  most  have  been  removed,  because  we  had  to  stand 
on  a  very  high  goods  box.  Mr.  McRinney^  Mr.  Goodwin,  and  all  the  challengers  stood 
on  the  box  at  the  window  and  were  challenging  all  votes  that  came  up  that  we  thought 
were  not  legal  voters. 

Q.  Were  there  any  swinging  batons  to  the  door  t — A.  Not  that  I  discovered. 

Q.  Were  those  doors  closed  at  noon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  closed  at  noou. 

Q.  What  closed  the  room  up  f— A.  They  must  have  removed  the  ballot-box  and 
closed  the  door. 

Q.  Then  there  was  a  door  to  shut  as  well  as  an  aperture  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  openings  into  that  room  ?— A.  Two  other  openings. 

Q.  How  high  were  they  above  the  ground  Y~A.  The  same  height,  about  five  feet  and 
a  half.  It  was  a  large  store,  and  they  had  a  bed-room,  and  in  the  bed-room  the  voting 
was  done.  Any  one  coming  in  the  store  would  see  the  back  door,  and  also  a  little  off 
to  the  right  a  little  bed-room,  in  which  bed-room  the  voting  was  done,  and  there  was 
an  inlet  from  the  store  to  the  bed-room. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  republican  votes  were  announced  at  that  precinct  f — A. 
I  think,  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  am  pretty  much  sure,  there  were  77.  Seventy-seven 
when  the  canvass  closed  that  night,  and  I  am  sure  there  was  76  colored  republicans 
who  voted  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think  voted  in  the  forenoon  T — A.  I  cannot  say  how  many. 

Q.  About  the  same  number  T — A.  More  than  that  number  voted.  There  was  more 
Toted  in  the  forenoon  than  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  More  republicans  f  — A.  More  republicans.  I  waited  and  counted  in  the  afternoon, 
myself,  until  I  counted  76. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Were  you  an  officer  of  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  were  you  ? — A.  I  was  a  deputy  marshal. 

Q.  Who  were  the  inspectors  ? — A.  Mr.  Calloway  was  one,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  Purdy, 
and  John  Speight. 

Q.  What  are  their  politics  ? — A.  Two  republicans  and  one  democrat. 
Q.  And  they  counted  out  the  vote  that  night  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Tallahassee,  December  25,  1876. 

PKRSOKS  HEARD  IN  THE  ROOM  WHERE  THE  BALLOT-BOX  WAS  LEFT. 

Crump  Buyc  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T— Answer.  Campbellton. 

Q.  Campbellton  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Campbellton  precinct  on  the  7th  of  November  last,  at  the  election  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  near  the  polling-place  during  the  noon  adioumment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  you  in  company  with  f— A.  Mr.  Martin  McKay. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  T — A.  Mr.  Lewis  Qodwin  told  us  to  sit  down  at  the 
door,  so  that  if  anything  arose  he  could  find  us. 

Q.  Which  door;  this  where  the  i>olling  went  on? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  door  was  that  f— A.  At  the  east  end  of  the  house  ,*  the  back  door,  at  the 
side  of  the  chimney. 

Q.  How  many  doors  were  there  to  the  house  f — ^A.  Foar  doors  to  the  house  ,*  two 
doors  in  the  front,  one  at  the  back  end,  and  one  iust  at  the  side  of  the  chimney  at  the 
east  end  of  the  house ;  the  door  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  chimney. 

Q.  Were  the  other  doors  fastened  up  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  fastened  up. 

Q.  Was  that  door  locked?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  officers  of  the  election  go  to  dinner  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  gone  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  one  hour. 

Q.  You  staid  there  all  the  time  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  they  came  out  did  they  lock  the  door  after  them  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  this  man  Godwin  who  asked  you  to  sit  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  Lewis  Godwin. 

Q.  What  was  he ;  an  officer  ?— A.  A  supervisor. 

Q.  He  asked  you  to  stay  there  so  that  he  would  be  able  to  find  you  in  case  of  neces- 
sity ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  near  to  the  door  were  you  sitting ;  were  the  steps  narrow  or  not  ? — A.  The 
door  was  right  at  my  back ;  I  leaned  right  against  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


328  FLORIDA — JACKSON   COUNTY. 

Q.  Did  ^oa  hear  any  noise  inside  daring  that  time  ? — A.  I  heard  some  gentlemen, 
like  walking,  tipping  abont  on  their  toes,  while  sitting  there  ;  and  some  gentlemen, 
like  whispering  and  reading  something.  Mr.  Martin  McKay  spoke  to  me,  '^iBnyc,  who 
is  in  there  f"    I  said,  "  Somebody  trying  to  break  the  law,  as  they  always  are." 

Q.  What  law  did  you  refer  to ;  the  law  prohibiting  what  T — A.  The  law  which  we 
heard  ;  the  law  that  no  drinking  whisky  and  no  arms  should  be  allowed  while  voting ; 
the  gentlemen  were  going  in  there  drinking  whisky  while  voting ;  and  that  was  against 
the  law ;  I  supposed  they  were  in  there  drinking  whisky. 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  out  of  the  door  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  When  the  judges  returned,  did  they  unlock  the  door  or  not  to  go  in  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  then  T— A.  We  went  aronnd  to  the  polls ;  we  had  not  voted. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  you  had  not  yet  voted  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote ;  in  through  a  window  or  door  t — A.  Through  a  window. 

Q.  How  high  above  the  cround  f— A.  As  high  as  I  could  reach. 

Q.  Could  yon  see  the  ballot-box  at  all  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  see  the  ballot-box. 

Q.  Could  you  see  what  became  of  vour  vote  after  handing  it  to  the  man  who  took 
it  t — ^A.  I  could  see  it  by  standing  back. 

Q.  How  far  back  T— A.  Two  steps. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  ballot-box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  set  above  the  window  f — A.  It  set  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  window,  in 
the  house. 

Q.  How  high  above  the  window  was  the  ballot-box  set!— A.  From  the  appearance 
it  set  on  a  level  with  the  window. 

Q.  Were  there  many  people  standing  around  there  ? — A.  They  were  standing  as  thick 
as  they  could ;  could  not  state  how  many  they  were ;  I  was  pressed  as  if  in  a  vise, 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  with  weapons  there  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  weapons  T — A.  I  saw  two  gentlemen  come  with  double-barreled 
shot-guns.  I  could  not  tell  their  names ;  did  not  know  them.  I  saw  one  gentleman, 
Mr.  John  Tanner,  with  a  pistol,  coming  up  there  with  it ;  he  had  one  of  tnose  Navy 
sixes :  he  did  not  try  to  hide  it ;  but  held  it  just  in  front  of  him. 

Q.  These  people  were  white  men  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  else  with  arms  except  those  you  have  mentioned  T — A.  No, 
sir ;  nobody  eUe. 

VIOLENCE  THREATENED. 

Q.  Were  there  any  threats  at  the  polls  that  day,  either  by  whites  or  blacks  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  Mr.  John  McKinney  threatened  Mr.  Lewis  Godwin's  life;  but  first  Mr. Dan  Bnyc 
Mr.  Lewis  Godwin  was  contesting  with  a  young  man  about  voting;  he  asked  him 
why  he  did  not  vote  at  Marianna,  the  county  seat.  He  said  he  would  just  as  soon  vote 
at  Campbellton  as  at  Marianna.  He  asked  him  if  he  could  prove  his  age,  and  said  to 
him,  **  Look  out  for  the  State  court.''  Mr.  Dan  Bnyc  said,  **  There  was  a  threat,  now, 
by  God;  and  he  has  no  right  to  put  it  out."  Mr.  Lewis  Godwin  said  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  any  threat  because  he  was  telling  a  man  what  he  had  got  to  do.  Mr.  Tom 
Davis  said,  "Yes,  God  damn  him,  that  is  a  threat  right  straight.''^  Mr.  McKinney  ap- 
peared also  there ;  he  had  been  in  the  store.  He  said,  **  What  is  that  t  If  there  is  a 
mail  that  puts  out  a  threat,  God  damn  him,  he  will  be  put  in  doll-rags  in  a  few  min- 
utes ;  there  will  not  that  much  of  you  be  found."  Mr.  John  McKinney  spoke  in  that 
way. 

Q.  Go  on,  and  give  us  what  was  said  or  done.— A.  Mr.  Lewis  Godwin  said  to  him, 
''Mr.  John  McKinney,  I  didn't  make  any  threats.  I  know  you  all  can  cut  me  in  doll- 
rags."  He  never  said  any  more,  because  he  was  soared,  and,  standing  above  them  on 
the  box,  they  had  a  perfect  target  of  him. 

Q.  Did  this  person  claimed  to  be  a  minor  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  nim  vote?— A.  Yes, sir.    Charley  Matthews  was  his  name. 

Q.  Were  these  persons  who  made  these  threats  to  the  supervisor  white  people  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Democrats  ?— Yes,  sir ;  and  strong  ones  at  that. 

Q.  Was  there  any  molestation  of  other  parties,  either  black  or  white,  that  day  T — ^A. 
No,  sir.    Two  gentlemen  fought  that  day,  Mr.  Bonds  and  Mr.  Cotton. 

Q.  Were  they  democrats  f— A.  Yes, sir;  both  of  them. 

Q.  What  did  they  fight  about  f— A.  About  a  cart-wheel,  I  learned. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  votes  counted  at  night f — ^A.  No, sir;  I  did  not  see  them  at 
night. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  there  in  the  morning  f — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  I 
got  there  Just  about  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Where  was  Godwin  ? — A.  He  was  there  when  I  got  there. 

Q.  Inside  of  the  building  or  outside  ? — A.  Outside. 

Q.  He  remained  outside  all  day  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  the  democratic  supervisor  ?— A.  Outside,  too,  Mr.  Parker  waa. 

Q.  Where  waa  he  standing  and  what  waa  he  doing  f — A.  He  was  walking  about 
and  keeping  up  fun. 
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Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  f— A.  Anything  lively  and  sportable.  Mr.  Godwin 
said,  when  he  came  out,  he  met  Mr.  Parker  as  he  went  in  ;  Mr.  Parker  said  to  him, 
"  Liewis  Grodwin,  they  won't  let  me  go  in ;  I  am  too  late,  and  I  know  they  won't  let  you 
go  in." 

Q.  That  happened  before  yon  got  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  only  Know  that  by  what  he  told  you  ? — A.  Only  what  he  told  me. 

Q.  You  saw  both  of  them  outside  ? — A.  I  tdlked  with  Mr.  Parker  outiside,  and  Lewis 
Godwin.    I  challenged  the  tickets. 

Q.  The  democratic  supervisor  was  doing  his  duty  by  making  fun  around  ? — A.  Yes^ 
sir.  ' 

THE  DIVISION  OF  TIME. 

Q.  Was  he  paying  anv  attention  to  the  election  7 

A.  No, sir;  no  more  than  telling  when  to  vote  by  the  hour;  when  our  hour  came  on, 
telling  the  white  gentlemen  to  stand  back  and  give  us  a  fair  showing. 

Q.  How  did  they  vote  by  the  hour,  turn  about  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democrats  one 
honr,  and  the  republicans  one  hour. 

Q.  How  many  hours  did  the  republicans  vote  through  the  forenoon  ? — A.  Th6  first 
honr — I  think  the  polls  opened  at  seven  o'clock  or  eight  o'clock — which  is  the  regular 
honr  ? 

Q.  Eight  o'clock  is  the  regular  hour?— A.  Well,  the  first  hour  the  democrats  had  it ;. 
the  second  hour  the  republicans ;  the  third  honr  the  democrats,  and  the  fourth  honr  the 
republicans.  We  voted  that  hour  out  and  the  fifth  hour  came  to  the  democrats  again ; 
they  did  not  vote  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  gave  us  the  other  half.  While  we  were 
there  voting  there  came  in  ten  democrats  to  vote.  We  would  all  give  back  for  their 
members  to  come  on.  We  gave  back,  and,  I  think^  ten  of  them  came  in,  and  we  gave 
back  and  let  them  vote ;  then  we  voted  on  until  the  sun  set,  when  the  polls  closed. 
How  it  went  on  then  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

THE  REPUBLICAN  VOTE. 

Q.  Were  there  as  many  republicans  voted  in  the  forenoon  as  in  the  afternoon  f— A. 
More ;  seventy-six  in  the  afternoon.  ' 

Q.  How  many  more  than  that  in  the  forenoon  ? — A.  I  could  not  really  tell. 

Q.  Considerable  more  or  a  few  more  f — A.  1  think  more  voted  in  the  forenoon  than 
in  the  afternoon. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  more  republicans  or  colored  men  voted  f^A.  Colored  men. 

Q.  Were  the  hours  divided  between  the  republicans  and  the  democrats,  or  between 
the  colored  and  the  whites  T — A.  They  were  divided  between  the  colored  and  the  whites. 

Q.  When  did  this  Mr.  Matthews  vote  ? — A.  He  voted  in  the  evening — afternoon. 

Q.  Was  he  a  colored  man  or  a  white  man  f — A.  Neither  one ;  betwixt  and  between* 

Q.  Which  would  you  call  him  t — ^A.  A  mulatto  man. 

Q.  He  was  the  one  Mr.  Godwin  was  challenging  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sin 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Parker  enter  into  that  controversy  1— A.  I  never  heard  him  say  a  word. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  him  say  a  word  ?— A.  I  was  right  there  and  looking  in  the  gen- 
tleman's face  that  contradicted  him ;  but  Mr.  Parker  I  never  heard  say  anything  one 
way  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  voted  there  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  f — ^A.  Gk)ing  on  twenty-three  years  old. 

Q.  When  were  you  born  T — A.  1  could  not  tell  you  exactly ;  Mr.  Dan  Buyc  gave  me 
my  age,  that  I  was  going  on  twenty-three  years,  in  the  first  of  the  spring. 

Q.  Blr.  Buyc  gave  vou  your  age  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  did  not  tell  you  when  you  were  born,  but  just  how  old  you  are  ? — A^  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  is  Dan  Buyef— A.  He  signs  his  name  C.  B. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Y'ou  used  to  belong  to  him  ? — A.  He  was  my  young  master. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  any  colored  man  vote  during  the  hours  the  white  men  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  tickets  that  the  colored  men  voted  ? — A.  I  saw  some  of  them. 

Q.  In  the  forenoon  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  Were  they  repul?lican  tickets  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell ;  they  had  them  folded  up,  and 
conld  not  tell  exactly  what  they  were. 

Q.  Who  did  he  receive  them  from — democrats  or  republicans  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you.  A  heap  voted  the  democratic  ticket  who  tried  to  vote  on  the  sly  to  us ;  making 
na  believe  they  were  republicans.    Afterwards  I  met  Mr.  McKinney,  just  before  the 
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polls  were  sbut  ap,  and  he  said,  *'  By  God,  more  men  voted  the  democratic  ticket  than 
we  thought." 

Q.  That  was  JQst  after  the  polls  were  shut  up  ? — A.  Just  before  the  polls  shut. 

Q.  How  did  you  know— you  could  not  see  them — that  they  voted  the  democratic 
ticket  f — A.  I  did  not  say  that ;  he  spoke  that  himself.  He  says,  *'  Boys,  by  God,  moro 
boys  voted  the  democratic  ticket  than  you  have  thought.'' 

Q.  And  was  that  the  reason  you  think  these  colored  men  voted  the  democratic 
ticket  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge.?— A.  No,  sir;  I  was  only  going 
by  his  word  there. 

Q.  He  was  a  democrat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  said  that  after  the  polls  closed  t— A.  Just  before  the  polls  shut ;  only  three 
moro  men  had  to  vote — myself,  Joe  Richardson,  and  one  man  by  the  name  of  Henry 
Olds. 

Q.  Was  Richardson  there  during  the  noon  of  a4joumment  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  in  the  forenoon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  either  of  the  men  in  the  afternoon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  mean  by  76  voting  in  tho  afternoon,  that  76  colored  men  voted  in  the  after- 
noon t — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Tallahassee,  December  21,  1676. 

THE  REPUBLICAN  TICKETS  ALL  IX  THE  TOP  OF  THE  BOX. 

Lewis  Godwin  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  testified  that  you  were  at  Ccimpbellton  precinct  on  the  day  of  election 
in  November? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  a  supervisor  of  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  there  during  the  count  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  there. 

Q.  Did  they,  before  reading  the  names  on  the  tickets,  commence  by  counting  the 
number  of  votes  and  comparing  them  with  the  poll -list,  or  not  ?— A  Commenced  count- 
ing the  votes. 

Q.  By  counting  the  number  of  tickets  first,  or  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  they  commence  ? — A.  They  pommeuced  by  counting  the  republican  tickets 
and  democratic  tickets,  and  that  is  the  way  they  canvassed  the  tickets. 

Q.  Did  they  take  them  from  the  top  of  the  box  and  go  to  the  bottom  f — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
just  picked  out  one  and  counted  it,  whatever  ticket  it  was.  I  was  on  one  side  and  Mr. 
Parker  on  the  other. 

Q.  Where  were  the  republican  tickets  found  in  the  box  ?— A.  On  top,  principally,  if 
not  all. 

Q.  How  many  were  taken  out  from  the  top  of  the  box  T — A.  Seventy-seven. 

Q.  And  all  the  rest  were  democratic  ? — A.  All  the  rest  were  democratic. 

Q.  Were  there  no  republican  tickets,  in  layers,  toward  the  bottom  of  the  box  ? — ^A. 
No,  sir;  not  a  one.  That  was  where  I  was  looking  for  them  to  come  out  as  they  were 
voted,  but  they  didn't  come  out.  I  don't  know  whether  the  inspector  took  them 
from  the  top  or  from  the  bottom,  or  where  he  got  them  from,  but  the  republican  ticketa 
came  from  the  box. 

Q.  What  was  the  size  of  the  box;  a  foot  square  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  Just  about 
twelve  inches. 

Q.  How  deep  f — A.  About  the  same  distance,  I  reckon ;  nearly  that  deep. 

Q.  The  first  seventy-seven  votes  that  came  out  were  republican  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the 
first  seventy-seven  votes  were  republican,  that  came  out  of  the  box. 

Q.  What  was  the  whole  rote  of  the  precinct  f — A.  The  whole  vote  of  the  precinct ; 
do  you  mean  what  the  poll-books  showed  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  the  whole  vote  of  both  parties  ? — A.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

Q.  Were  those  tickets  all  folded  to  go  into  the  box  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all 
folded. 

Q.  And  you  had  to  unfold  each  ticket,  to  see  whether  it  was  republican  or  demo- 
cratic f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  to  read  the  names  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  he  take  a  ticket  up,  and.  having  it  in  his  hand,  open  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he 
would  not  open  it.    He  would  take  toe  ticket  and  hand  it  to  me  and  Mr.  Parker. 

Q.  Unopened  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  unopened,  and  then  Mr.  Parker  would  open  it,  and  I 
would  read  it. 

Q.  Were  the  votes  all  on  the  same  colored  paper,  all  of  them  T — A.  Colored  f 

Q.  Were  the  votes  on  white  paper,  or  paper  of  the  same  color  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Both  tickets? — A.  Yes,  sir;  both  tickets;  but  the  republican  tickets  bai  a  flag 
ou  them,  and  the  democratic  tickets  were  short. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  difference  between  the  number  on  the  poll-list  and  the  number  of 
ballotfi  ? — A.  I  am  thinking  about  that  now.  If  there  was,  it  has  slipped  my  remem- 
brance. 

Q.  Y'ou  do  not  remember  any? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  any  tickets  that  was 
BD  rolled  on  the  book. 

Q.  On  the  tally-list  ?— A.  On  the  tally-list. 

Q.  Were  there  any  more  names  on  the  tally-list  than  there  were  ballots  in  the  bos  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  any  more  names  than  there  were  in  the  ballots. 

CAt  the  request  of  Mr.  Cooper,  this  chapter  is  inserted  in  the  record.] 

"  CHAPTER  Lin. 
"penalties  for  violating  the  laws  relating  to  elections. 

'"  Section  1.  If  any  person  shall  be  guilty  of  willful  and  corrupt  false  swearing  or 
affirming,  when  interrogated  as  to  his  qualiflcations  as  an  elector,  or  when  his  testi- 
mony may  be  required  in  any  contested  election,  or  shall  willfully  and  corruptly  pro- 
cure another  person  to  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  on  conyiction, 
aoffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  peijury. 

'^  Sec.  2.  If  any  officer  or  person  on  whom  any  duty  is  enjoined  in  this  chapter  shall 
be  guilty  of  any  wiUf  ul  negpect  of  duty,  or  any  corrupt  conduct  in  the  execution  of 
soch  duty,  he  shall,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars  and  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

^^  Sec.  3.  If  any  person,  by  bribery,  menace,  threat,  or  other  corrupt  moans  or  device 
whatsoever,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  attempts  to  influence  any  elector  of  this  State 
in  giving  his  vote  or  ballot,  or  to  deter  him  from  giving  the  same,  or  disturb  or  hinder 
him  in  the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  at  any  election  within  this  State,  and 
shall  be  convicted  thereof,  such  person  so  offending  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  six  months,  or 
both  fine  and  imprisonment. 

'*  Sec.  4.  If  any  officer  or  other  person  shall  call  out  or  order  out  any  of  the  militia 
of  this  State  to  appear  and  exercise  on  an^  day  during  elections  to  be  held  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  except  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  or  except  in  obedience  to  some 
civil  magistrate  to  suppress  riots  or  to  enforce  the  law,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
be  fined  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and  be  deprived  of  his  office. 

"  Sec.  5.  Every  person  who  shall  firaudnlently  or  deceitfully  change  the  vote  or  bal- 
lot of  any  elector,  by  which  such  elector  shall  be  prevented  from  voting  such  ballot  or 
for  such  i»er8on  as  he  intended,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

'*  Sec.  6.  If  any  person  shall  at  the  same  election  vote  more  than  one  ballot  he  shall, 
on  conviction,  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  and  not  less  than  thirty- 
dollars,  and  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  not  less  than  three  months. 

**  Sec.  7.  If  any  person,  on  any  day  between  the  commencement  of  any  election  and 
the  close  of  the  canvass  thereof  by  the  inspectors,  shall  fraudulently  destroy  any  of 
the  ballots  given  and  received  at  such  election,  or  take  away  or  abstract  from  any 
ballot-box  any  of  the  ballots  so  given  or  received,  or  put  Into  such  ballot-box  any  bal- 
lots except  such  as  are  properly  voted  by  the  electors,  or  shall,  in  any  manner,  will- 
fully intermingle  with  the  ballots  which  shall  have  been  votea  bv  the  electors,  any 
other  ballots  or  tickets  which  shall  not  have  been  duly  received  by  the  inspectors 
during  the  election,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  State  penitentiary  not  less  than  six 
months. 

''  Sec.  8.  If  any  person  shall  make  or  become  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any 
bet  or  wager,  the  result  of  which  shall  depend  upon  any  election,  he  shall  be  punished 
by  fine  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars :  Provided,  Such  bet  or  wager,  or  the  becom- 
ing interested  therein,  shall  occur  on  or  before  the  day  of  holding  such  election." 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 1876. 

persons  in  the  room  during  noon  adjournment. 

Martin  McKay  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  Campbell  ton  precinct  during  the  election  of  the 
7th  of  November?— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  State  what  bappenedi  so  far  as  yon  were  connecterl  with  it,  at  the  time  of  tho 
adjournment  of  it,  <&c. — ^A.  I  was  sitting  back  against  the  door,  me  and  Mr.  Cramp 
Buye ;  on  the  top  step  next  the  door. 

Q.  Of  which  door  ?— A.  The  back  door. 

Q.  At  whose  request  were  you  there  f — A.  Mr.  Lewis  Godwin,  who  was  a  supervisor, 
and  who  wanted  to  bo  in  the  house,  but  they  would  not  let  him  in ;  and  while  I  was 
sitting  there  on  the  door-step,  I  heard  somebody  walking  across  the  floor  easy,  and 
whispering,  and  I  says  to  Mr.  Buye,  "  There  is  somebody  in  there,  I  reckon — somebody 
drinking  whisky — and  they  are  keeping  qniet  because  it  is  against  the  law.'' 

Q.  Is  there  a  law  in  this  State  against  getting  whisky  on  election-day  f — ^A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  heard  somebody  in  there  whispering,  and  supposed  it  was  somebody 
getting  whisky,  and  so  stated  to  this  other  person,  Mr.  Buye  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  noise  in  there  T — A.  After  awhile  I  heard  the  noise  asain.  It 
seemed  that  when  I  first  spoke,  they  mudt  have  heard  me  and  stopped  for  a  few  min- 
utes; and  after  awhile  I  heard  whispering  and  talking  again,  and  I  heard  something 
fall  like  a  door  shut  to.  I  did  not  make  any  other  account  of  it,  for  I  didn't  know 
that  there  was  anybody  in  there. 

Q.  Did  any  one  pass  you  to  go  in  or  out  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whoever  'Was  in  there  staid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  door  locked  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  board  had  gone  to  dinner  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  b3ard,  the  inspectors,  and 
the  supervisors  had  gone  to  dinner. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  when  they  came  back  ?~-A.  Yes,  sir;  I  s9on  all  four  of  them. 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 1876. 

WILLIE  BARTLEY  VOTED  AT  C.VMPBELLTON. 

Lewis  Godwin  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Cuaiuman  :  , 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Willie  Bartley  ? — Answer.  Very  well 
acquainted  with  him. 

Q.  What  is  his  business? — A.  Clerking. 

Q.  Where  Y— A.  At  Campbellton. 

Q.  For  whom  ?— A.  Mr.  Parker ;  B.  F.  Parker. 

Q.  Is  he  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man  ? — ^A.  A  white  man. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics  f — ^A.  Democratic. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  him  vote  on  the  7th  of  November  last  7 — A.  I  did. 

Q.  At  what  place  f >— A.  Campbellton. 

Q.  What  is  the  age  of  this  man  ?    Is  he  a  young  man  or  an  old  man  Y — A.  He  is  a 
youQgman.    He  is,  to  my  knowledge,  between  twenty-three  and  twenty-two  years  old 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Christmas  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  well  ac- 
quainted with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  the  Christmases,  but  I  dont  know  them 
personally. 

Q.  There  are  several  Christmases,  are  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  right  smart  of 
them. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Is  there  only  one  Bartley  T— A.  There  is  just  that  one  there. 
Q.  Are  there  any  more  in  the  county,  that  you  know  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  one 
more  »hiis  name  is  Bartley.    I  know  one  more  there  by  tho  name  of  Bartley. 
Q.  Where  does  he  live  f — A.  He  stays  at  McKinney's  plantation,  below  Wayne*s  place. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  This  is  the  only  Bartley  who  is  a  clerk  at  Campbellton  for  Parker  T— A.  That  is 
all.    He  is  the  only  one. 
Q.  Aod  he  is  the  one  yon  saw  vote  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  vote. 


Tallahassee,  December  21, 187C. 

ALLEGED  REPEATERS— JEFF.  BRUNER  AT  CAMPBELLTON. 

Gilford  Pelt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  Jeff.  Brunette  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 
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Q.  Where  does  he  live  f— A.  He  lives  east  of  Cainpbellton,  within  about  five  miles 
of  Campbellton. 

Q.  What  is  he,  a  white  man  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics  f  Does  he  vote  the  repablican  or  the  democraUc  ticket  f — 
A.  He  votes  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where?— A.  At  Campbellton. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  Ship  Church,  or  Clip  Church  7— A.  No,  sir ;  I  dou't  know  him,  but 
I  know  Jeff.  Bruner. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  You  do  not  know  Jeff.  Brunette  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Only  Jeff.  Bruner  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  is  JefL  BrUner — ^the  one  you  referred  to  under  the  name  of  Jeff.  Bruuette  T — 
A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ?— A.  He  lives  about  five  miles  from  Campbellton,  to  the  east. 

Q.  Is  he  the  man  you  referred  to,  when  I  asked  you  before,  about  Jeff.  Brunette  f — 
A.   Yes,  sir;  he  is  the  man.    He  lives  in  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  where  I  live. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  And  he  voted  at  Campbellton,  did  he?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  voted  at  Campbellton. 


Tallahassee,  December  21,  1876. 

JEFF,  bruner  voted  AT  UNDERWOOD. 

Peter  Clayton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  Jeff.  Bruner  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A,  He  lives  about  five  miles,  I  believe,  east  of  Campbell- 
ton. 

Q.  What  is  his  color  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  What  are  his  politics  ? — A.  Democratic. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  on  the  7th  of  November  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  place  ? — ^A.  Underwood. 

Q.  Is  there  more  than  one  man  by  the  name  of A.  Yes,  sir ;  William  Bartley  voted 

there,  too. 

Q.  I  did  not  refer  to  Mr.  Bartley ;  but  is  there  any  other  Jeff.  Bruner  around  there, 
to  your  own  knowledge  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  lone  have  you  lived  there ;  all  your  life  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  and 
raised  in  Florida. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  neighborhood? — A.  Ever  since  I  have  been  free. 

MR.  bartley  at  underwood. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Bartley,  do  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  How  old  is  he  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  how  old  he  is. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ?— A.  About  twelve  years,  or  eleven  years. 

Q.  And  you  know  no  other  of  the  same  name,  or  anything  like  the  same  name  ?— A. 
No,  sir ;  there  are  brothers  of  them. 

Q.  You  say  he  voted  where  ? — ^A.  At  Underwood. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  his  home  ?— A.  It  is  about  ten  miles  from  Campbellton  to 
Underwood,  and,  to  my  best  knowledge,  it  is  five  miles  from  where  he  lived  to  Camp- 
bellton, which  makes  fifteen. 

Q.  You  say  it  is  ten  miles  from  Campbellton  to  Underwood  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  live  between  Campbellton  and  Uuderwood  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  lives  five 
miles  the  other  side  of  Campbellton. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  ? — A.  I  voted  at  Underwood. 

Q.  And  you  lived  beside  him  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  lived  between  Uuderwood  and  Camp- 
bellton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q   You  spoke  of  other  names;  what  name  did  you  know  ? — A.  William  Bartley. 
^.  Who  is  William  Bartley  ?— A.  He  is  a  white  man. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


334  FLORIDA — ^JACKSON   COUNTY. 

Q.  A  yoang  man  or  an  old  man  f — A.  A  yonng  man. 

Q.  Can  you  give  any  judgment  as  to  what  his  age  is? — A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot. 
Q.  Where  does  he  livef — A.  He  clerks  in  Campbellton  for  Mr.  Ben  Parker. 
Q.  What  are  his  politics  T — A.  Democratic. 
Q.  Did  yon  see  hmi  vote  on  that  day  f — ^A.  I  saw  him  vote. 
Q.  At  what  place  ? — ^A.  Underwood. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  person  whom  yon  were  going  to  mention  ?— A.  Christmas. 
Q.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Christmas  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  Imow  his  other  name  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live?— A.  He  lives  on  the  other  side  of  Campbellton,  about  betwixt 
four  and  five  miles,  to  my  best  knowledge. 
Q.  What  is  his  business  f — A.  A  farmer. 
Q.  Is  he  a  young  man  or  an  old  man  ?— A.  A  young  man. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  vote  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  At  Underwood  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Is  there  any  other  name  in  your  mind  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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TallihasseE;  December  23, 1676 

ATTEMPTED    ASSASSINATION. 

Robert  Meacham  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  reside  f — Answer.  Montioello,  Jefferson  Connty,  Florida. 

Q.  Do  yon  hold  any  office  in  this  State  ?— A.  I  am  a  senator  from  that  State  sena- 
torial district. 

Q.  How  long  hare  yon  been  a  senator  T— A.  I  was  recently  elected,  on  the  7th  day  of 
November  last,  which  will  make  me  twelve  years  in  the  senate  of  Florida.  I  am 
^80  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  i.  e,,  the  superintendent  of  schools  in  that 
connty. 

Q.  Are  you  now  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  State  college  ? — A.  Of  the  agricultural 
oolle^f 

Q.  Yee,  sir. — ^A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  candidate  for  re-election  at  the  last  election  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  what  ticket  ?— A.  The  republican  ticket. 

Q.  You  are,  I  believe,  a  colored  man  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  what  politics  7 — ^A.  Republican. 

Q.  State  whether  during  this  last  election,  or  recently,  before  that  time,  your  life 
was  attempted ;  and  if  so,  under  what  circumstances,  and  by  whom,  and  for  what 
reason. — ^A.  During  the  canvass,  on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1876,  the  democrats 
of  Jefferson  County,  or,  I  may  say,  of  the  States — all  the  politicians  were 
concentrated  ther&— all  the  candidates  and  all  the  prominent  speakers  of  the 
general  canvass.  They  had  a  meeting,  a  barbecue,  in  Monticello,  Jefferson 
Connty.  I  was  in  that  meeting,  but  did  not  participate:  simply  was  there  to 
take  some  notes  from  Mr.  Ben.  Hill's  speech,  ana  General  Bakers,  of  Alabama.  I 
had  a  i>encil  and  was  standing  behind  a  colored  man  writing  on  his  back  while  these 
gentlemen  were  speaking.  I  saw  two  or  three  gentlemen — white  gentlemen — standing 
off.  Did  not  know  them.  They  were  strangers  to  me.  I  heard  this  remark :  *'  That 
is  some  damned  radical  leader .''^  I  inst  casually  turned  and  looked  into  their  faces. 
They  did  not  say  anything  to  me ;  did  not  call  mv  name,  and  I  do  not  think  they  knew 
me.  That  night  it  was  moonshine.  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  I  was  sitting  in  my 
house  with  &nr  colored  gentlemen  and  my  family,  m^  wife  and  three  children  and 
another  lady  who  was  a  scnool-teacher.  She  was  teaching  school  there.  We  were  all 
sitting  down  there  in  the  front  room.  I  was  smoking  a  pipe.  Mr.  Dilworth — Benjamin 
DUworth — ^who  was  in  my  house  at  the  time,  had  got  ready,  it  seems,  to  ffo  home :  he 
lived  in  the  town ;  and  my  house  has  a  hall ;  when  ne  got  into  the  haU  and  to  the  front 
door  two  men  appeared  at  my  gate,  right  in  front  of  my  ^te  in  the  street,  and  asked 
if  I  lived  there — asked  if  Senator  Meacham  lived  there.   Dilworth  said,  "  There  he  is,  do 

foo  want  to  see  him  t''  He  called  me  and  said,  '*  Some  gentlemen  have  called  to  see  you.'' 
got  up  immediately,  smoking  my  pipe,  and  bareheaded.  Mv  house  is  about  four 
feet  from  the  ground.  I  can't  remember  how  many  steps  it  takes  to  let  you  down  to 
the  ground.  My  front  door,  I  suppose,  is  about  fifteen  feet  firom  the  street ;  my  side- 
wtAk.  is  in  front  of  the  gate.  I  walked  out  smoking  my  pipe,  and  got  half  way  down 
the  steps— I  think  there  are  about  four  or  five  steps  to  the  bottom — when  two  gentle- 
men, wno  were  white,  asked  iqe  ^'if  that  was  Senator  Meacham."  I  said  **  Yes,  sir." 
Jost  after  I  got  that  word  out  of  my  mouth,  "  bow  "  ^*  bow  "  two  pistols  were  fired  at 
me.  I  had  pulled  my  door  behind  me  and  was  walking  down  the  steps.  I  pulled  my 
door  behind  me  this  way,  [indicating,]  just  like  this,  then  the  pistols  were  fired.  One 
shot  went  into  the  panel  and  the  next  pistol-shot — I  have  a  column  to  my  porch  about 
six  inches  square,  not  a  solid  piece  of  wood,  but  planked — the  next  one  went  into  that. 
The  two  balls  ranged  about  eight  to  ten  inches  apart ;  one  ball  the  mold  was  of  lead, 
the  other  was  a  cartridge,  the  one  that  went  into  the  column.  I  suppose  by  this  time  I 
was  down  on  the  ground  ;  about  the  time  the  last  pistol  was  fired. 

Q.  You  think  two  pistols  were  fired  because  they  were  different  cartridges? — A.  Tes, 
sir ;  the  one  was  a  lead  mold,  the  other  not.  I  have  got  both  ;  the  cartridge  fell  down 
in  the  middle  of  the  column.    By  this  time  they  stooped  down  this  way  [ii^dicating] 
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and  ran  oflf  down  by  ray  fence,  that  way.  I  was  inside  the  yard  and  they  were  ontside 
Dilworth,  who  stood  on  my  porch,  said  to  me  "  Why  donH  yon  shoot  those  rascals  f  " 
Well,  there  had  been  a  great  crowd  in  the  town  all  day,  and  I  had  a  pistol  with  me. 
and,  I  suppose  when  they  got  thirty  to  forty  yards  ofif,  I  pnlled  out  my  pistol  and  fired 
it  over  the  fence. 

Q.  In  the  direction  of  the  persons  mnningf — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  my  fence  is  about  five  feet 
high,  and  I  fired  that  way.  Several  other  persons  saw  them^  and  my  honest  conviction 
is  that  they  were  white  men. 

Q.  It  was  moonlight,  and  yon  conld  see  the  persons  ? — A.  I  could  see  them  distinctly. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  further  with  reference  to  the  matter,  or  did  that  end  it  f— 
A.  That  ended  it.  Of  course,  there  was  a  kind  of  excitement  got  up  in  the  town  about 
it,  and  a  great  many  persons  came  there,  but  that  was  all;  that  ended  it. 

Q.  Did  such  circumstances  as  that  happen  to  yourself  or  others,  to  your  knowledge, 
during  the  last  canvass  or  in  the  year  1874  f — A.  Nothing  more  of  that  kind ;  uo,  sir. 

Q.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  as  seen  by  you  when  you  were  in  other  counties  T — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  can  state  any. 

Q.  You  don't  know  any  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  No,  sin 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Did  you  know  the  persons  f— A.  I  did  not. 
(^.  You  don't  know  them  then  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


Tallahassee,  December  23,  1B76. 

INTIMIDATION  OP  I'OTERS. 

G.  W.  WiTHERSPOON  sworu  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.    Where  do  you  reside  f— Answer.  Monticello,  Jefferson  County,  State  of 
Florida. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Monticello  during  this  last  and  the  previous  election  t — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  means  being  taken  to  prevent  republicans  in  that  county  or 
precinct  from  voting  the  republican  ticket,  or  not  to  vote,  or  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket,  partaking  of  the  nature  of  threats  or  violence f  If  so,  state  what  they  were. — 
A.  I  do ;  about  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  the  first  thing  I  saw  of  that  was  in  Sep- 
tember of  1876,  this  year.    There  was  an  article  which  came  out  in  the  paper  about 

this 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Have  you  the  paper? — A.  I  have  not,  sir 4  but  I  read  it. 

Q.  Produce  the  paper  if  you  get  it,  so  we  can  see  what  it  is. — A.  I  can't  produce  it  ^ 
j  ust  now. 

Q.  You  can  get  it,  can't  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  get  a  copy,  but  not  right  away.  I 
have  got  a  copy  of  it  at  home. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Can't  you  get  the  paper  without  going  home  7— A.  No,  sir ;  not  without  going 
home. 

THE  published  THREAT  TO  REPUBUCAKS. 

Q.  You  can  state  the  fact  of  the  publication  and  of  the  general  character  of  it  with- 
out goiug  into  what  it  was.  Was  it  of  a  threatening  character  ? — ^A.  The  substance  was 
about  like  this :  that  all  persons,  colored  men,  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  were 
to  be  starved  out  next  year.  We  colored  people,  you  know,  down  here,  have  to  go  to 
the  merchants  and  men,  or  farmers,  to  have  advances  made  to  us.  What  we  ciSl  an 
advance  is  to  let  us  have  meat  and  corn,  &o.  The  paper  stated  that  the  men  T^ho  ex  - 
pected  these  favors  from  the  democrats,  or  who  had  received  these  favors  from  the 
democrats,  could  not  expect  them  any  further  without  voting  the  democratic  ticket: 
that  next  summer  would  pass  over  without  a  favor  being  granted  by  any  of  them,  and 
the  onlpr  way  they  could  expect  those  favors  was  to  come  forward  and  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket ;  and  those  men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  have  the  prefer- 
ence, in  a  business  way,  such  as  work.  All  they  had  to  do  was  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket. 

Q.  Was  this  an  editorial  in  the  paper? — ^A.  An  editorial  in  the  paper  called  the  Con- 
stitution. That  was  the  first  thing  I  saw  intimating  intimidation.  Then  the  next 
thing  I  saw  to  that  effect,  or  among  the  next,  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Manuel  Gann, 
just  after  the  election.  Before  the  election,  however,  there  was  a  conversation  which 
occurred  between  him  and  a  man 
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By  Senator  Cooper  s 

Q.  Were  yoa  present  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  conversation  which  occarred  be- 
tween  him  and  a  man  who  worked  for'him  named  George  Rosa.  He  inquired  how  he 
was  going  to  vote ;  he  said,  to  vote  the  republican  ticket.  He  told  him,  "  If  you  do, 
yoa  cannot  remain  on  my  place  any  longer  than  the  election."  That  is  not  his  language 
exactly,  but  the  meaning  of  his  words.  After  the  election,  he  throwed  this  man  off 
his  place,  as  he  said  he  was  going  to  do;  drove  him  away  without  giving  him  an  ear 
of  com  or  a  hill  of  potatoes ;  not  anything  of  the  kind.  That  is  another  thing  which 
I  regard  as  Intimidation.  There  was  another  man  by  the  name  of  Mnrdock,  a  white 
man,  and  a  preacher.  He  had  formerly  been  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  he 
changed  his  politics  and  declared  himself  a  republican.  Upon  this  declaration,  the 
democratic  congregation  rose  np  against  him,  and  forbade  him  from  preaching  to  tnem. 
Nor  wonld  they  allow  him  to  enter  their  pulpit  since.  There  was  another  white  man 
by  the  name  of  Walker,  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church.  The  preacher  in  charge  of 
the  church  wrote  him  a  communication. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  communication  f — ^A.  I  did.  He  wrote  him  a  commrunication, 
stating  that  he  had  heard  that  he  had  declared  himself  a  republican,  and,  if  so,  his  office 
SB  a  deacon  was  to  be  revoked :  that  he  had  to  do  it  in  order  to  retain  his  congrega- 
tion ;  that  they  had  declared  that  if  he  acted  in  that  capacity,  they  would  not  attend 
charch.    I  read  the  commnication  two  or  three  times  over. 

Q.  That  was  to  a  white  man  f~A.  A  white  man,  Mr.  Walker.  Those  facts  I  remem- 
ber very  dsarly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  can  speak  of  no  case  of  violence  toward  colored  republicans  coming  under 
your  personal  observation,  aside  from  dischar^ng  men  from  work,  or  threats  of  dis- 
charging them,  for  voting  one  ticket  or  the  other  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
coDoing  under  my  observation. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  t — A.  I  am  a  member  of  the  legislature,  and  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  besides. 

By  Senator  Coopbr  : 
Q.  Are  yon  a  member  of  the  present  legislature  f~A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  From  Jefferson  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  member  of  the  last  and  of  the  present. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Were  yon  re-elected  to  the  next  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cooper.  You  can  get  the  paper  and  put  it  in  here.    I  want  to  file  a  copy  of 
it  in  the  record. 
The  Chairman.  We  will  have  a  certified  copy  filed. 


Tallahassee,  Deeemher  23, 1876. 
the  attack  on  senator  mbacham. 

Benjamin  Dilworth  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  reside? — Answer.  In  Jefferson  County,  town  of  ^onticello. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  one  evening  when  there  was  an  attack  upon  Senator  Meacham 
at  his  honse  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Abont  when  was  that  f — A.  I  could  not  exactly  tell  you  the  night. 

Q.  Before  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  two  weeks  or  ten  or  twelve  days  before. 

Q.  Some  time  in  October  last  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  transpired  there  that  you  saw  yourself. — ^A.  I  can  tell  you  the  con- 
versation so  that  yon  can  nnderstand.  I  went  over  to  visit  him,  to  inquire  about  some 
things  going  on.  I  was  not  in  town,  and  a  large  democratic  meeting  had  been  held 
that  day  there.  I  had  been  out  through  the  day.  and  went  over  to  see  them  to  know 
what  was  brought  to  bear  for  our  people  throngn  the  speeches.  I  went  to  his  house, 
and  some  other  gentlemen  were  sitting  in  the  house.  I  heard  somebody  halloo  at  the 
gate.  I  am  frequently  at  his  house  and  take  some  liberty  there.  I  went  out  and 
opened  the  door.  He  was  in  the  honse.  Somebody  asked  if  Mr.  Meacham  was  at  home. 
I  told  them  he  was.  They  said  they  would  like  to  see  him.  I  went  to  the  door  and 
called  him.  I  stepped  one  or  two  steps  inside  the  door  and  called  him.  He  came  out, 
lighting  his  pipe,  or  trying  to  light  it.  They  asked  him  if  he  was  Senator  Meacham, 
or  something  of  that  sort,  and  be  started  down  the  steps.  They  were  some  twenty 
paces  from  his  door,  at  his  fence,  when  they  fired  upon  him. 
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Q.  How  maDy  shots  were  6red  7— A.  I  think  the  parties  at  tlie  gate  fired  two,  as  well 
as  I  conld  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  parties  at  the  gate  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  kuow  them  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  could  uot  recognize  them ;  but  they  were 
white  men. 

Q.  Tney  were  strangers  to  you  7— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  see  their  color,  as  the  moon  was 
shining  bright. 

Q.  What  was  the  color  f— A.  White. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  after  shooting  f— A.  I  think  each  one  after  shooting  ran.  I  did 
not  have  time  to  notice  much,  it  was  done  so  quick.  I  think  both  fired.  I,  of  course, 
was  excited.  I  stepped,  as  he  came  out  of  the  door,  one  side,  to  let  him  pass.  I  spoke 
to  him  and  said,  *'  why  don't  yon  fire  on  those  rascals?  Don't  you  see  what  they  are  up 
to  f '  There  was  right  at  the  side  of  the  fence  a  lot  of  bushes,  cedar-bushes,  &o.,  and 
they  got  to  the  gate  before  I  could  see  them.  1  think  he  repeated  the  fire  himself  some 
four  or  five  times.    I  don't  think  the  party  fired  more  than  twice. 

Q.  Did  you  see  what  the  bullete  were  ;  if  they  were  of  the  same  moldt — A.  No,  sir, 
they  were  not.  One  of  them  had  a  kind  of  round  bullet ;  the  other  seemed  to  be  a  long 
shot,  a  cartridge ;  they  were  not  both  from  the  same  pistol,  but  one  good  size  and  large. 

Q.  Is  he  known  as  a  leading  man  7 — A.  Among  republicans  in  that  precinct  he  has 
been  for  the  last  eight  years.  He  is  the  first  man  who  organized  the  union  leagne  in  our 
county.  He  was  the  first  to  register  his  name  in  the  last  canvass.  No  man  had  regis- 
tered as  soon  as  he  in  the  first  registration  appointed  by  the  governor.        ^ 

Q.  What  office  does  he  hold  ? — A.  At  present  senator  of  the  county,  and  for  the  last 
eight  years;  he  is  superintendent  of  public  instrnction  in  that  county. 

Q.  Was  he  a  candidate  for  re-election  7— A.  Yes,  sir;  for  the  senate. 

Q.  Was  he  elected  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

INTIMIDATION  OF  COLORED  VOTERS. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  other  circumstances  in  that  county,  coming  within  your  own 
knowledge,  in  any  way  resembling  that,  or  of  intimidation  of  republioau  colored  men  7 
— A.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  threatening  made  by  parties  before  the  election  if 
they  voted  or  did  not  vote ;  either  had  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  or  not  vote ;  they 
would  bf^  turned  o£f  from  employment. 

Q.  Was  such  threatening  made  to  you  7~A.  I  can  tell  you  what  occurred  with  me. 
I  am  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  wheelwright.  I  have  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright 
shop.  They  have  said  to  me  that  I  would  not  get  any  more  employment  myself  if  I 
did  not  stop  my  course — me  individually. 

Q.  What  was  your  oourse^acting  as  a  republican  7~A.  As  a  republican.  I  used 
to  make  public  speeches  occasionally  in  behalf  of  the  governor  or  in  behalf  of  the 
President.  I  thought  it  the  best  course ;  that  our  beet  interests  were  involved  in  the 
republican  partv,  I  believed. 

Q.  Have  you  been  present  at  any  time  when  similar  remarks  were  made  to  other 
colored  republicans  by  democrats  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  common  thin^,  known  by  all 
in  town  there.  During  this  summer,  the  livery-stable  man,  Mr.  Simpkins,  and  others 
building  there,  Mr.  Budd,  who  had  his  store  burned  down  last  July  a  year  ago,  was 
sifting  them  for  voting  the  republican  ticket.  Also,  two  draymen,  he  tried  to  get  them 
before  he  went  to  New  York,  to  say  whom  they  were  going  to  vote  for  last  fall.  They 
would  not  do  it,  and  he  gave  them  to  understand  that  they  had,  until  his  return  from 
the  North,  to  decide  how  they  should  vote  if  they  wanted  to  keep  his  hauling.  The 
men  **  inhibited  "  their  vote,  and  told  their  friends.  This  was  certainly  spoken,  and  a 
common  thing,  understood  through  the  town,  and  not  privately. 

Q.  Were  there  any  publications  in  resolutions  of  democratic  meetings  or  committees 
about  this  matter  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democrats  had  a  regular  organized  club ;  every 
member  was  pledged  when  he  joined  that  club  that  he  intended  to  turn  ofif  all  his 
employes,  or  any  employ^,  or  any  person  that  woald  not  vote,  or  vote. 

COOKS  DISCHARGED  FOR  THE  VOTES  OF  THEIB  HUSBANDS. 

Q.  *'  Would  not  vote,  or  vote  "the  democratic  ticket  7 — A.  Yee,  sir ;  even  the  oooks 
they  had  in  the  kitchen  who  had  husbands  outside,  and  a  great  many  women  employed 
as  cooks  and  washerwomen  that  course  was  pursued  with  the  women,  and  they  had  to 
be  put  out ;  the  women  had  to  make  their  husbands  vote  or  not  vote. 

Q.  Have  you  any  copies  of  these  publications ;  did  you  bring  any  with  yon  7 — ^A.  Mr. 
Miller  asked  me  to  look  them  up  from  our  town  newspaper 

Q.  Did  you  bring  the  paper  with  yon  7 — A.  I  did  not ;  our  Mr.  Miller,  he  took  down 
the  paper,  but  I  did  not  look  them  up  myself.  There  was  one  or  two  printed  and  stnck 
up.  I  never  paid  much  notice  to  it  myself,  bnt  I  noticed  them  speaking.  Somebody 
asked  me  yesterday  whether  there  was  one  of  the  papers  that  it  was  published  in.  It 
was  no  hidden  thing  at  all. 
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By  Senator  Coopkr  : 

Q.  You  say  yoa  know  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  heard  them  making  this  remark  to  other  persons  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  hear  making  it  and  to  whom  f — ^A.  These  merchants  of  onr  town. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  heard  them  speaking  the  words. 

Q.  What  is  their  names  t — A.  Mr.  Bndd,  a  leading  merchant,  said  a  man  had  to  quit, 
in  uiy  presence,  often ;  in  his  own  talk  I  heard  it.    This  is  his  very  talk  to  his  draymen. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  what  he  said  to  the  draymen  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  him  saying  this 
hioiself— make  the  remark 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  draymen  f~A.  Hackett  Miller  and  Robert  Miller,  and 
the  father  of  Robert  Miller. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  else  did  yon  hear  saying  it  T— A.  There  is  Mr.  Lyons ;  he  is  building.  He  is 
Dofc  exactly  a  builder,  but  a  sort  of  cotton-merchant ;  just  building  a  new  building ; 
he  has  made  it,  and  spoken  publicly  in  crowds. 

Q.  Did  he  say  it  to  yon  f~A.  I  heard  him  say  it  where  I  was  present  building  and 
living  with  him ;  |>ernaps  in  the  summer  he  had  five  or  six  hands  at  the  time  he  was 
bnilmng  a  large  brick  buildiug,  and  frequently  he  spoke  that  they  should  not  do  his 
work  except 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Except  what  T — A.  Except  they  would  not  vote,  or  vote. 

Q.  That  is  very  indefinite. — A.  Would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  or  not  vote — that 
was  the  agreement  he  wanted  them  to  stand  up  to. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  They  did  not  agree  to  it  f — A.  Some  of  them  did. 

(^.  Who  agreed  ? — ^A.  Mrs.  Lamar,  a  widow  lady^  has  two  sons ;  a  partner  of  mine 
named  Mr.  Hill,  a  colored  man.  She  contracted  with  him  to  cover  her  house,  and  he 
started  to  do  the  work.  We  had  a  big  meeting  like  as  if  to-day,  and  to-morrow  morn- 
ing he  took  his  tools  to  go  to  work ;  he  is  a  minister,  but  took  no  part  in  the  meeting, 
lost  go  around  like.  Well,  Mrs.  Lamar  told  him  she  hated  to  deprive  him  of  his  job, 
bat  her  sons  belonging  to  this  club 

Q.  Did  you  hear  this  conversation  ? — A.  I  was  not  present. 

Q*  You  did  not  hear  it  T— A.  I  was  not  present ;  you  asked  me  how  many  persons 
did  not  vote. 

Q.  Yes,  on  this  account. — A.  I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  know  numbers  in  our  town.  I  sat 
down  and  counted  the  other  day  between  twenty  and  twenty-five,  perhaps,  in  that 
neighborhood  that  did  not  vote  on  that  account. 

Q.  How  many? — ^A.  Between  twenty  and  twenty-five. 

Q.  How  many  were  employed  by  this  Mr.  Bndd  f — A.  None  employed  except  those 
two  wagoners. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  else  t  How  many  employed  by  Mr.  Lyons  that  did  not  vote  ? — A.  A  colored 
nian  by  the  name  of  Mor^n  was  employed  by  Mr.  Lyons.  A  difficulty  occurred  here 
that  was  a  kind  of  peculiar  one ;  I  might  explain  it. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  it — the  circumstances — know  of  it  yourself  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  this 
man  Morgan  has  been  emploved  by  Mr.  Lyons,  and  he  made  out  an  affidavit  against 
the  republicans  that  he  votea  the  democratic  ticket  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Lyons ;  on  that 
gionnd  that  he  did  not  want  Mr.  Lyons  to  know  he  was  a  republican.  That  I  know 
myself. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  it  f — ^A.  He  spoke  to  me  that  he  made  the  affidavit ;  that  is  the 
reason  he  made  it  out. 

Q.  That  will  not  do ;  you  know  nothing  except  what  he  said.— A.  I  know  he  made 
the  affidavit. 

Q.  You  know  he  made  an  affidavit  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  voted  it  ?— A.  He  did  not  vote  it. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Yon  sav  he  did  not  vote  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  made  an  affidavit  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  don't  know  except  what  he  told  you  t— A.  No,  sir ;  only  what  I  heard. 
Q.  You  know  be  made  an  affidavit  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  and  he  did 
not  vote  at  all  f — A.  He  voted.    He  made  an  affidavit  that  he  voted  the  democratio 
ticket  against  the  repmblicans.    It  was  a  sort  of  peculiar  case. 
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Q.  Did  yon  say  that  he  made  an  affidavit,  and  that  yon  know  that  fact  ? — A.  Yea, 
air. 

Q.  That  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  and  made  an  affidavit.  Now,  yon  say  he 
voted  that  f — A.  I  know  he  did  not  vote  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  say  you  know  he  voted  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  he  did  not  vote  that  ticket  f — A.  I  saw  his  ticket  and  voted 
for  him  ;  I  handed  his  ticket  in  ;  I  was  one  of  the  inspectors  at  the  election. 

Q.  Yon  took  his  ticket  in  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  know  that  be  voted  the  repablican  ticket  when  he  made  an  affidavit  that  he 
did  not  vote  the  republican  ticket?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  want  to  state  tbe  case  to  yon. 

Q.  Not  what  he  said  ;  I  don't  want  that. — A.  I  want  to  tell  yon  what  I  know.  The 
democrats  charged  against  the  repnblicans  the  stealing  of  their  ballots.  He  was  one 
of  the  men  they  stole  his  ballot.  lie  was  mnch  of  a  simple  man  ;  feared  to  be  turned 
off.  The  reason  I  know  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  he  bought  a  lot  from  me  and 
is  living  on  my  land.  Now,  he  wanted  particular  to  let  me  understand  that  he  voted 
the  republican  ticket,  and  he  handed  his  ticket  to  roe  so  that  I  would  know  he  voted 
it  certain.  Since  then  some  democrats  I  know  have  had  him  before  a  Justice  of  the 
peace — a  democratic  jnstice  of  the  peace— to  make  him  swear — to  make  an  affidavit — 
that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  affidavit  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  You  saw  the  affidavit,  and  he  swore  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  T — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  these  facts  you  know  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  f — A.  Morgan. 

Q.  Given  name  T — A.  Daniel  Morgan. 

Q.  Did  you  open  his  ticket  f— A.  No,  sir ;  he  handed  it  to  me  partly  open  so  that  I 
conld  see  the  first  electoral  names,  Messrs.  Pearce,  Long,  Holden,  \Veeks,  Slc,  ;  handed 
it  so  that  I  conld  see  the  head  of  all  the  ticket. 

Q.  You  saw  it  f — A.  He  told  me  to  open  it ;  the  law  was  against  opening  it,  and  there 
were  some  democrats  sitting  armed.  I  did  not  open  it  furtiier  than  he  opened  it ;  the 
law  did  not  allow  me. 

Q.  He  was  an  employ^  of  whom  ? — A.  Mr.  Lyons. 

Q.  Well,  was  there  any  other  of  Mr.  Lyons's  employ^  T — A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  one.  I 
counted  over  who  I  know  voted  the  democratic  ticket  or  did  not  vote  under  the  cir- 
cumstance named. 

Q.  Any  one  he  had  employed  that  voted  or  refused  to  vote ;  do  yon  know  anybody 
else  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  others. 

Q.  Which  others  of  Mr.  Lyons's  employ^  ?— A.  I  don't  know  of  any  particular  now 
the  other  gentlemen 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  one  T — A.  Mr.  Hill's  wagoner  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  He  voted  it  7 — A.  There  are  others  in  the  town  who  voted  under  that  induence. 

Q.  You  say  that  is  all  of  Mr.  Lyons's  men ;  what  other  man  is  there  that  made  the 
same  declaration ;  did  yon  hear  any  other  man  make  it  f  I  want  your  own  knowl- 
edge.— A.  A  barber  in  town,  Sam  James. 

Q.  A  colored  or  white  man  f — A.  A  colored  man. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  T— A.  He  did  not  vote. 

Q.  By  whom  is  he  employed,  or  has  he  got  a  shop  himself  f — A.  He  says  he  does  not 
keep  a  shop  by  himself,  because  he  keeps  a  barber-shop  and  has  to  keep  everybody  out 
of  that  baroer-shop ;  it  is  a  kind  of  an  aristocratic  barber-shop.  A  certain  number  of 
men  he  claims  to  employ  him ;  he  charges  his  own  price  to  keep  him  from  having  to 
shave  everybody ;  these  other  men  claim  to  hire  him. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  7 — A.  Right  there  in  the  room  the  prices  are  sticking  up, 
25  or  50  cents  for  shaving,  6lc, 

Q.  You  know  this  is  his  price  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  seen  them  pay  him. 

Q.  How  do  know  thev  don't  employ  him  7— A.  Because  I  have  been  there  and  saw 
him  collecting  his  fees  from  every  man  in  that  town  when  he  shaves  and  shaiupooos 
their  hair. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  is  not  employed  by  certain  men  7~  A.  Because  I  have  talked 
with  him. 

O.  I  don't  want  what  he  says,  but  what  you  know ;  not  what  they  told  yon  or  who 
told  you.— A.  I  know  that  be  is  not  employed  by  them,  because  everybody  that  comes 
he  collects  from,  or  he  wonld  shave  a  man  for  nothing.  He  has  friends  or  a  stranger, 
and  when  that  he  don't  want  to  shave,  it  is  with  him  whether  he  does  it  or  not.  Tu 
keep  within  the  law  he  is  said  to  be  employed. 

Q.  ^^Said;"  that  I  don't  want.  I  want  what  yon  know. — A.  I  know  him  not  to  be 
employed.    Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  7- A.  From  actions ;  I  being  in  the  shop  every  day,  and  see- 
ing what  is  done. 

Q.  What  are  his  actions,  by  which  yon  know  of  his  not  being  employed  7 — A.  It  is 
printed  up  there. 

Q.  What  are  his  actions  7    I  am  talking  about  the  action,  not  what  he  said. — A.  I 
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havo  been  in  bis  sbop  when  sometimes  a  colored  man  goes  in  there  to  see  bim  and 
talk  with  bim.  He  is  a  good  friend  of  mine,  and  to  keep  bim  from  losing  bis  cnstom — 
I  am  often  sitting  down  there,  and  a  customer  comes  in — when  1  step  aside  and  leave 
the  room,  to  keep  from  driving  these  aristocrats  from  there.  On  aoconut  of  this  fact, 
he  being  my  friend,  I  do  it  for  bis  interest.  They  have  said  in  my  bearing,  '^  If  you 
don't  keep  such  fellows  away,  I  will  not  patronize  you."  If  they  were  binng  bim  they 
woold  not  say  that,  but  they  would  demand  that  these  fellows  be  kept  out.  They  say 
often,  "  If  you  don't  keep  these  white  men  out" — there  are  certain  white  men  who  can't 
go  where  I  can  go—they  told  him  that  "  if  you  don't  keep  these  white  men  out,  I  will 
not  come  here." 

Q.  It  is  not  limited,  then,  to  color  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chaiaman  : 

Q.  Is  it  limited  to  politics  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  tbat. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  They  say  tbat  "If  you  don't  keep  such  a  fellow  out,  a  republican,  I  won't  shave 
here  P — A.  They  don't  say  that ;  it  is  according  as  a  man  carries  himself.  They  don't 
allow  themselves  to  sit  down  where  a  nigger  shaves.  This  is  the  reason  that  they  have 
not  got  him  employed.  If  a  man  has  got  a  shop  and  goes  to  bis  place — I  go  to  my  shop, 
and  when  the  bands  are  in  there,  people  don't  know  the  shop  belongs  to  me.  I  do  not 
drink  myself,  never  drank  two  bits'  worth  of  whisky  in  my  life,  and  I  come  in  and 
find  a  drunkard  staggering  about  in  there  be  has  not  my  permission  to  remain  there, 
and  I  don't  allow  any  cursing  around  there.  These  white  men  would  take  the  same 
privilege  if  the  shop  belonged  to  them,  and  make  these  men  leave ;  tbat  is  why  I  say 
be  is  not  employed. 

Q.  These  are  the  actions  which  convince  you  tbat  be  is  not  employed  by  them  t — A. 
Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  beard  them  say,  '^  If  you  don't  keep  these  fellows  out  I  won't  patron- 
ize yon  f" — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  these  persons  alluded  to ;  were  they  any  particular  class  f— A.  No  par- 
ticular class. 

Q.  Colored  f — ^A.  Colored  and  whites  too. 

Q.  Any  class  beneath  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  limit  it  to  politics  ?— A.  Never  heard  anything  in  regard  to  politics. 

Q.  It  was,  "  Just  keep  these  fellows  out  or  I  won't  patronize  you ;"  you  neard  them 
«ay  tbat  f — A.  Yes  ;  that's  what  I  want  to  prove.  If  full  of  colored  men  and  a  gen- 
tleman comes  in — some  of  our  nicest  men  go  there,  preachers  and  some  nice  mer- 
chants— and  they  don't  like  to  be  in  a  drunkard's  crowd  to  be  shaved,  and  they  say  if 
yon  do  not  keep  them  away,  they  will  hunt  another  place.  '    ■ 

Q.  He  is  a  colored  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  colored  man. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  vote? — ^A.  He  did  not  vote. 

EMPLOYMENT  LOST  BY  VOTING  THE  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

Q.  Now,  is  there  anybody  else,  a  white  man,  tbat  told  bis  employ^  tbat  if  they  did 
not  vote  or  refuse  to  vote,  they  would  not  employ  them  f — A.  I  have  got  another  case 
^nal  to  the  same.  Mr.  Robert  Turnbull  is  considered  to  be  one  of  our  best  citizens. 
He  bad  an  old  gentleman  in  bis  yard  named  Harry.  I  do  not  believe  be  ever  voted 
anything  but  the  republican  ticket;  but  I  do  not  know,  I  never  ascertained.  The  old 
man  had  Harry's  sister  and  sister's  daughter,  one  as  a  cook  and  the  other  as  a  house- 
servaot,  ever  since  the  emancipation.  They  used  to  belong  to  the  same  family.  Just 
before  this  election  be  gave  old  man  Hany  to  understand 

Q.  Did  you  bear  it  f  Let  us  know  whether  you  beard  it. — ^A.  I  want  to  tell  you  what 
I  know. 

Q.  Did  you  bear  bim  say  it  T — ^A.  Never  heard  bim  speak  the  word  right  directly  to 
the  old  man  himself. 

Senator  Teller.  Let  bim  tell  what  be  beard  this  man  say. 

Senator  Cooper.  Tbat  is  iJl  competent,  if  be  beard  bim  say  anything. 

A.  I  beard  him  say  tbat  any  man  employed  in  bis  yard  could  not  vote  against  bim. 
I  heard  him  say  tbat.  I  was  going  around,  and  I  knew  be  did  not  let  tbat  man  Harry 
^o  out  of  bfs  yard  tbat  day,  not  even  on  the  street. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  tbat  ? — ^A.  I  know  that  because  I  passed  right  along  by  the 
place. 

Q.  Yon  know  tbat  be  did  not  come  out  of  the  yard  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  tbat  be 
did  not  come  out  of  the  yard,  and  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Why  he  did  not  go  out  of  the  yard  you  don't  know  T — ^A.  No  further.  I  beard 
Mr.  Turnbull  say,  before  the  election,  that  be  would  turn  one  woman  out  of  the  yard.  I 
was  standing  there  when  be  brought  the  things  out.  We  told  old  man  Harry  tbat.  I 
was  not  in  bis  yard,  but  passed  right  along  and  saw  them  loading  the  things  and  com- 
ing out  of  the  store-yard. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  did  yoa  hear  the  old  man  say  7 — A.  I  was  there  when  one  woman  wa» 
moving  out. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Tnmhnll  say  f — ^A.  I  was  passing  this  day  by  his  yard. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Turnbull  there  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  hear  what  he  said  f — A.  I  was  not  close  to  him.  I  was  very  near 
when  the  woman  was  moving  out  of  his  yard,  and  I  asked  a  question 

Q.  What  was  said  f  What  yon  heard  Mr.  Tarnbnll  say  is  all  right.  Yon  saw  a 
woman  moving  ont  of  the  yard  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  say  Harry  did  not  come  out  that  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  not  vote  t— A.  He  did  not  vote.  The  reason  why  yon  asked  me  jnst  now> 
and  how  many  I  knew  were  kept  away  from  voting— I  was  trying  to  show  why  old 
man  Harry  was  kept  away. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  I  want  to  ask  whether  this  woman  had  any  male  relative  t— A.  She  had  a  hns- 
band.  He  had  been  appointed  a  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and  he  had  pnt  his 
badge  on,  which  made  Mr.  Turnbull  mad,  and  this  was  the  occasion  of  her  leaving. 
He  has  made  a  very  heavy  charge  lu^ainst  him.  He  has  made  an  affidavit  a^inst  Mr. 
Tnrnbnll  for  turning  his  wife  out  ofemployment,  and  took  it  before  the  United  States 
district  court.  I  heard  Mr.  Turnbull  say  that  himself,  on  account  of  turning  him  off 
and  his  wife.  Mr.  Turnbull  had  turned  him  off  some  time  before.  He  had  been  hired 
bv  Mr.  Simpkins,  but  he  also  was  sifting  his  hands  for  voting  the  same  ticket  tbis 
Marshall  was  ^oing  to  vote;  and  be  was  floating  around,  the  woman's  husband,  and 
moving  the  things  ont  of  the  yard. 

By  Senator  Cooprr  : 

Q.  What  is  his  name  t — ^A.  His  name  is  Marshall. 

Q.  What  is  his  given  name  ? — A.  Nash  Marshall. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  f— A.  I  could  not  certify  that  he  did. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  white  man  that  made  any  remark  of  that  sort? — A,  To  keep 
them  from  voting  f 

Q.  Yes;  anything  you  heard  a  white  man  say,  or  colored  either ;  anybody  that  made 
a  tbreat  about  voting  f — A.  I  thought  you  warned  me  to  state  how  many  mou  I  know 
particnlarly  that  were  kept  from  voting. 

Q.  I  am  going  into  particulars. 

By  the  Chairman: 
•  Q.  You  can  state  any  other  man  that  was  kept  from  voting,  and  then  inquire  who 
was  his  employer. — A.  A  good  many  did  not  vote. 

A  NUMBER  KEPT  FROM  VOTING. 

By  Senat  or  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  twenty-five  did  not  vote  ? — A.  I  think  between  twenty  and  twenty  fiver 
to  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  other  men's  names  ?  Not  the  first  one?.— A.  I  might  call  the  names 
right  along. 

Q.  Call  the  first  one,  colored  man,  that  did  not  vote. — A.  Bob  Miller.  Ha  was  em- 
ployed as  a  drayman. 

The  Chairman.  He  was  one  of  those  mentioned  before. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Is  it  that  Bob  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  The  two  Millers  and  Charles  Junior  Parish.  He  is  employed  by 
Mr.  Lamar. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  to  him  t — A.  I  heard  him,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  7 — A.  He  said  no  one  could  stay  around  him  that  did  not  vote 
the  democratic  ticket,  or  did  not  vote. 

Q.  What  is  his  given  name  ? — ^A.  Willie  Lamar.  There  are  two  of  them— one  named 
Dave  Williams. 

Q.  They  were  employed  by  them  at  the  time  of  the  election  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tbey  did  not  vote  1 — A.  No,  sir,  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  There  is  the  old  roan  Harry,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dave  Lee. 

Q.  By  whom  is  he  employed  7 — A.  He  was  employed,  I  think,  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion, by  Dr.  Palmer.    He  had  been  employed  by  him,  but  could  not  say  certain. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Dr.  Palmer  say  anything  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  positive ;  but  I 
kn  w  he  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Ynu  never  heard  Dr.  Palmer  say  anything  about  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  other? — A.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Phoenix.    He  is  a  carpenter* 
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Q.  He  is  employed  by  whom  t — A.  At  the  time  of  voting  he  was  a  kind  of  general 
workman.  I  am  a  general  workman  too.  He  worked  out  for  parties  at  No.  2  station, 
about  twelve  miles  from  Monticello.  He  was  employed  by  a  Mr.  Dennis  and  two  or 
three  farmers.  He  worked  along,  carrying  on  work  generally,  for  two  or  three  of 
them.    What  I  understand  is 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  of  his  employers  say  anything  f ~ A.  He  voted  the  democratio- 
tioket. 

Q.  He  did  vote  f — ^,  He  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  his  employers  say  anything  T — A.  I  heard  them  say — a  mau 
in  that  neighborhood  say 

Q.  Name  the  man. — A.  I  understand,  from  what  I  heard  them  say,  not  to  Isaac  par- 
ticularly, but  to  a  man  in  their  employment  there,  ^'  That  he  had  either  to  leave  or 
vote."  Not  Isaac  particularly,  but  others  that  were  in  the  same  place — either  had  to 
vote  or  not  vote. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  Tell  what  ticket  they  had  to  vote. — A.  Either  had  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
or  not  vote. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Ton  have  heard  them  say  so  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  it  you  say  that  employed  Isaac  T — A.  That  is  somewhat  mixed.   He  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Warrick,  who  kept  a  brick  and  lime  kiln  on  Mr.  Warrick's  land. 
Q.  You  beard  Mr.  Warrick  say  so  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  John  Warrick. 
Q.  What  did  you  hear  him  say  t — A.  The  understanding  was 

MUST  VOTE  OR  LOSE  HIS  PLACE. 

Q.  Not  the  understanding.  What  did  he  say  f — A.  That  if  a  man  did  not  vote  his 
way,  or  did  not  vote,  he  had  either  to  leave  his  premises  or  he  would  not  give  him  em- 
ployment. 

Q.  Would  not  give  him  employment  T— A.  Yes,  sir.  Furthermore,  I  heard  him  say 
this  to  us  in  the  workmen  line ;  but  to  the  farmer  line  he  said,  when  they  wanted  to 
rent  his  land,  if  they  did  not  vote  or  if  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket  he  would  rent 
the  land  cheaper  and  favor  them  ;  but  he  would  make  a  republican  pay  more. 

Q.  You  beard  him  say  that  ? — A.  Those  ai*e  the  facts  I  heard  him  speak,  and  two  or 
three  gentlemen  down  in  that  neighborhood  where  Isaac  was  working. 

Q.  You  heard  them  all  say  so  ? — A.  Not  all. 

Q.  Who  else  f — A.  I  think  Mr.  Dennis  has  one  man  who  is  working  for  him  ;  he  lives 
down  in  that  same  settlement,  not  more  than  a  mile  or  two  away. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  him  f — A.  He  did  not  say  it  particularly  to  Isaac.  I  have 
heard  him  say  this,  that  a  man  who  did  not  vote  his  way,  or  did  not  vote,  could  not 
work  for  him.  The  reason  I  said  other  men  who  did  not  vote  as  well  as  Isaac,  Isaac 
was  a  workman  in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  Dennis  say  sot— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  else  whom  Isaac  worked  for  ?— A.  Yes ;  two  particularly.  I  have  been 
present  talking  with  the  same  man  face  to  face ;  he  told  me  it  siiuaro.  The  reason  why 
I  heeded  the  conversation  was  that  I  am  a  general  workman  myself,  and  they  were  all 
the  time  trying  to  bring  these  things  to  bear  on  me :  that  I  was  injuring  myself;  that 
these  other  workmen  were  building  themselves  up  by  taking  sides  with  them  and  get- 
ting into  their  favor ;  while  I  would  starve  they  would  go  up. 

Q.  But  it  did  not  convince  you  at  all  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  your  own  way  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  next  man  that  did  not  vote  f  — A.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Jackson 
Walker ;  he  keeps  a  blacksmith-shop. 

Q.  For  himself  ?— A.  I  don^t  know  whether  he  keeps  it  on  his  own  hook  or  not ;  he 
keeps  it  in  a  honse  of  mine. 

Q.  Is  he  running  a  blacksmith-shop,  or  is  he  a  journeyman  ? — A.  He  is  kind  of  run- 
ning a  blacksmith-shop;  he  is  a  j^eneral  blacksmith. 

Q.  He  did  not  vote  ?— A.  He  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Who  of  his  employers  have  you  heard  say  anything?— A.  Well,  Mr.  Simpkins,  who 
has  a  livery-stable— Tom  Simpkins  said  he  would  not  give  any  work  to  anybody  who 
voted  against  him,  but  to  those  who  did  not  vote,  or  voced. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  is  too  indefinite;  not  vote  the  demDcrati*)  ticket?— A.  Only  to  those  who 
voted  the  democratic  ticket  and  did  not  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  <')ne  you  might  vote  ? — A.  Might  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  neard  Mr.  Simpkins  say  sof — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Doee  he  get  his  shoeing  done  there  or  other  work  ? — ^A.  He  has  heen  sending  some 
shoeing  to  my  shop  since  the  election. 

Q.  He  knew  yon  voted  the  republican  ticket  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  the  man  that 
voted  right  stands  a  better  show  than  one  that  jumps  about  from  limb  to  limb. 

Q.  You  did  not  believe  what  he  said  f — ^A.  I  believe  a  man  who  is  honest  and  doee 
his  work  well  has  a  better  show ;  eight  years  has  proved  that  to  me. 

Q.  Mr.  Simpkins  sends  work  to  you  now;  did  he  employ  this  man  Walker f—J^.  He 
used  to  ediploy  him,  and  used  to  employ  me  too ;  he  brought  a  buggy  away  fiom  me 
last  week  in  which  I  put  a  new  spring. 

Q.  He  sent  you  a  bug^y  last  week  to  fix  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  he  sends  work  to  you  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Simpkins  then  talks  this  way  to  his  workmen  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  him  tell  Walker  that  f — A.  I  heard  him  say  that  in  the  p  *ee- 
ence  of  Walker,  myself,  and  Mr.  Berry. 

Q.  Does  he  send  work  to  yon  now  or  Walker  t — A.  I  think  he  sends  to  Walker, 
because  he  is  nearest  to  him. 

Q.  Walker  did  not  vote  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  vote  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  else  ? — A.  Do  j  ou  want  to  know  the  colored  folks  that  voted  the  democratic 
ticket? 

Q.  No,  sir ;  those  that  did  not  vote  at  all  ? — A.  It  would  take  time  for  me  to  think 
of  them  all.    I  would  like  to  say  something  about  Daniel  Morgan. 

Q.  He  is  living  on  your  land ;  you  did  not  intimidate  him  ;  yon  would  not  make  any 
difference  f — A.  No,  sir.    I  never  said  one  word  to  him  since  the  election. 

Q.  Or  before f— A.  No,  sir;  since  the  election  he  has  been  scared;  afraid  I  would 
turn  him  off.  My  friends  tried  to  make  me  do  it,  but  I  would  be  as  bad  as  the  demo- 
crats if  I  did. 

Q.  You  did  not  do  it ;  he  is  still  living  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  the  election  in  Jefferson  County  t — A.  The  resnlt  ? 

Q.  How  did  the  vote  stand  f — A.  I  think  we  were  1,922  majority,  sir. 

Q.  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  republican  majority  f— A.  I  think  I 
have  got  that  right ;  1,92S — that  is  right. 

Q.  The  republican  majority  in  that  county  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Twenty-five  men,  yon  think,  did  not  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  counted  that  amount. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  At  your  precinct  f — A.  I  mean  in  the  town. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  of  the  town  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  yon  the  actual  vote  of  the 
town. 

Q.  About  how  large  the  democratic  majority  waa  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  the  republican  majority  was  f — A.  The  democratic  poll  had  something 
over  200 ;  that  was  the  highest  democratic  vote  they  got.  It  did  not  exceed  300  in  the 
town  altogether. 

Q.  How  many  did  the  republicans  get  7 — A.  At  the  poll  I  was,  570. 

Q.  At  the  other  poll  f — A.  I  think  at  the  school-house  poll,  which  was  a  democratic 
poU,  we  got  some  10  or  11  republican  votes,  where  they  cast  something  over  200  demo- 
cratic votes. 

Q.  Ten  or  eleven  in  that  precinct  ? — A.  We  did  not  get  anything  there  bat  precinct- 
inspectors,  &c.  They  agreed  for  all  the  whites  to  vote  there  on  account  of  the  com- 
missioners: it  was  a  sort  of  common  consent  or  understanding. 

Q.  Why  T — A.  Among  ourselves ;  the  whites  drifted  there.  The  black  men  are  so. 
crazy  about  voting  they  would  manh  aU  the  whites,  and  we  did  not  want  any  fighting. 
The  colored  men  did  not  go  there  with  them. 

Q.  That  was  the  agreement,  that  idl  the  whites  should  vote  at  that  poll  f— A.  Nearly 
all. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  the  republicans  get  in  the  town  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
exactly. 

Q.  About  how  many  7 — A.  We  got  nearly  a  thousand  in  town. 

Q.  And  the  whites  about  300  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  not  over  300. 

THE  SHOOTING  AT  SENATOR  MEACHAM. 

Q.  Now,  yon  say  about  this  shooting  at  Senator  Meacham,  what  time  did  you  say  that 
was  ? — A.  On  the  night  between  ten  days  and  two  weeks  before  the  election  ;  some- 
thing in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  Was  it  a  clear  night  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Full  moou  ? — A.  I  could  not  recollect;  I  know  the  moon  was  shining  bright. 

Q.  About  what  hour  of  the  night  was  it?— A.  I  expect  about  eight  o'clock  at  night; 
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I  don't  think  aoy  earlier ;  the  church  was  Koinst  on.  There  is  a  church  not  very  far 
£rom  Meachain's  noose ;  no  preaching  fj^oing  on,  but  they  were  singing  at  that  hour. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  the  men  who  did  the  shooting  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  very  well  acquainted  in  that  town  t— A.  I  know  very  near  everybody — 
the  whites  in  town. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  7 — A.  Seventeen  years ;  I  know  all  the  whites  li v- 
inem  town. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted!— A.  I  know  about  80  or  90  white  men  living  in 
town. 

Q.  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  in  the  county? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  in  the  county  I 
doD^t  know  all  the  whites. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  far  is  Monticello  from  here  by  railroad  T — A.  About  thirty  two  or  three 
miles. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 

Q.  On  this  railroad  f — A.  No,  sir ;  on  a  branch  road  four  miles  o£f. 
By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  persons  who  did  the  shooting  f — ^A.  I  could  not  know  them ; 
I  was  not  near  enough. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Meacham  was  a  senator  and  superintendent  of  public  instruction  f — 
L  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Elected  to  them  by  the  people,  or  appointed  by  the  governor  t — A.  Elected  sen- 
ator  and  appointed  by  the  governor  superintendent. 

Q.  Has  he  any  other  office  f — A.  Not  at  this  time ;  he  has  had  other  offices. 

Q.  Is  he  not  trustee  of  a  college  ? — A.  I  think  he  is. 

(^.  Appointed  by  the  governor  ? — A.  That  is  something  I  don't  know  much  about,  of 
my  own  knowledge ;  I  nave  heard  him  say  so. 
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Jacksonville,  December  28, 1876 

ATTACK  UPON  A  PUBUC  SPEAKER. 

John  R.  Scott  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t— Answer.  I  live  in  Dnval  County — this  county. 

Q.  At  Jacksonville  f — A.  Near  the  city,  out  a  little,  in  La  Villa. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  La  Fayette  Connty  dnrins^  the  last  election  f— A.  I  was. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  yon  go  there  t — ^A.  I  weut  there  as  one  of  the  State  can- 
vassers, to  attend  a  couple  of  joint  meetings  in  that  connty. 

Q.  Did  yon  eo  there  as  a  speaker  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  As  a  republican  speaker  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  experience  at  that  meeting  f— A.  At  the  first  meeting  it  was  quite 
a  sad  experience. 

Q.  State  what  it  was. — A.  At  the  meeting  held  at  Oldtown,  in  La  Fayette  Connty, 
on  the  19th  dav  of— I  will  refer  to  my  minutes  to  get  the  month  correctly — on  Octo- 
ber 19th — shall  I  give  an  elaborate  statement,  or  just  the  facts  in  it  ? 

ARMS  STACKED  AROUND  A  TREE. 

Q.  A  statement  of  the  facts  as  they  occnrred. — ^A.  On  arriving  at  the  place  of  meet- 
ins  I  saw  a  lot  of  gnns  setting  around  an  oak  tree,  which  were  carried  int-o  a  store- 
building,  standing  there,  at  the  place  of  meeting,  by  the  order,  I  judge,  of  the  demo- 
cratic speaker,  who  was  just  before  us,  as  near 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Just  state  the  facts— not  what  you  judge.    Exactly  the  facts  ;  just  what  you  saw 
—not  what  yon  judge. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  carried  these  weapons  in — white  men  or  colored  ? — A.  White  men. 

Q.  Democrats,  as  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  Democrats ;  the  meeting  was  theirs.  I  was 
there  a  couple  of  hours  or  more  before  we  opened  the  meeting,  during  which  time  one 
of  the  same  gentlemen  that  carried  in  the  guns  said  that  he  had  not  heard  a  radical 
speaker  since  the  war,  and  be  was  glad  thev  were  going  to  have  a  joint  discussion,  but 
that  all  the  negroes  down  there  who  voted  were  democrats,  (speaking  to  me.)  I  told 
him  they  had  a  right  to  be  democrats  or  republicans,  just  as  they  wanted  to  be.  They 
could  have  their  choice  and  vote  for  anybody  they  pleased.  That  was  my  reply ;  so  he 
passed  around.  Of  course  I  did  not  like  the  feeling  and  countenance  of  the  gentlemen 
auring  my  stay  there  until  the  meeting  was  open.  They  were  making  remarks  I  did 
not  like  among  themselves.  They  seemed  to  be  ioking  around,  and  it  was  quite  a 
cold  reception ;  but,  at  the  request  of  their  speakers,  we  remained  to  carry  out  the 
printed  programme. 

Q.  What  was  the  printed  programme  f — A.  That  all  republican  speakers  or  canoi- 
dates  of  the  republican  party  are  challenged  to  meet  the  reform  party  at  the  above 
meetings  and  discuss  fully  and  freely  the  principal  issues  involved  in  the  campaign. 
That  is,  partly,  the  verbatim  language  of  the  poster,  signed  by  the  proper  committee — 
the  State  committee  and  secretary. 

Q.  The  democratic  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  democratic  committee.  A  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  W.  S.  Burgess,  one  of  the  State  canvassers,  accompanied  me  there 
by  the  instruction  of  the  republican  committee. 

Q.  Was  T.  T.  Long  with  you  T — A.  Not  at  that  meeting,  but  at  the  next  meeting. 
We  got  there  about  ten  o'clock.  About  twelve  o'clock  the  meeting  opened.  Mr.  Bur- 
gess, who  was  with  me  as  a  republican  speaker,  was  compelled  to  open  the  meeting. 
He  was  requested  to  open  their  meeting  with  a  speech  limited  to  forty-five  minutei, 
during  which  time  he  was  repeatedly  interrupted. 

Q.  Interrupted  how  t — A.  By  a  man  named  Thomas  Peter  Chaires. 

Q.  Interrupted  in  what  manner? — A.  By  calling  him,  when  he  would  say  anything, 
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a  liar,  saying  the  old  radical  bod  of  a  bitch  had  told  a  lie.  At  one  time  it  got  eo  hot 
that  he  made  at  Mr.  Bnrgess,  bnt  three  or  foar  of  his  own  comrades  took  bim  off ;  but 
after  being  off  some  time  he  came  back.  Mr.  Burgess  managed  to  put  in  forty-two 
Diinntes  and  sat  down.  Mr.  Burgess  was  followed  then  by  a  most  exciting  speech  ou 
the  part  of  a  gentleman  on  the  other  side  by  the  name  of  Judge  Clonts. 

DBNOUNCIXG  CARPET-BAGGERS. 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  by  an  exciting  speech ;  what  was  said  that  was  excitin;^  f — 
A.  He  referred  to  the  old  issues  of  the  war  and  radical  misrule,  fraud,  and  corruption ; 
aj^ainst  carpet-baggers  coming  to  stay  here ;  that  they  had  come  here  and  had  ruined 
the  State.  This  gentleman  was  a  carpet-bagger  ft'om  Illinois ;  and  it  was  rather  an 
aggravating  8pee<3i,  and  one  not  calculated  to  allay  the  excitement  at  all. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  the  speaker  was  a  carpet-bagger,  or  some  one  else  f — A.  He  spoke 
of  Mr.  Burgess,  who  just  preceded  him,  as  a  carpet-bagger  fh>m  Illinois. 

Q.  Was  there  any  threats  made  there  at  that  time T — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  made  threats. 

Q.  What  threats  did  he  make  f — A.  The  threat  this  man  made  f^ainst  Mr.  Burgess 
was  that — I  cannot  give  Mr.  Burgess's  exact  words,  but  he  spoke  of  the  position  taken 
by  the  men  in  the  North  during  the  war;  of  the  democratic  party  generally,  and  the 
position  taken  by  them  as  that  of  the  copperheads  in  the  North,  and  referring  to  the  late 
war  as  being  a  failure  as  far  as  the  poor  whites  were  concerned ;  that  it  was  a  **  rich 
man's  war  and  a  poor  man's  fight ;  ^  that  they  had  fought  then  and  acknowledged 
that  they  were  mistaken,  and  that  they  were  probably  now  mistaken  in  not  support- 
ing the  republican  party  to-day.  At  this  word,  Chaires  said  he  went  back  on  our 
southern  soldiers,  and  I  will  kill  the  damned  old  son  of  a  bitch  before  he  gets  out  of 
here. 

Q.  He  said  so  in  his  speech  ! — A.  The  gentleman  kept  him  away  and  carried  him  off 
The  speaker  did  not  make  any  threats. 

Q.  Now,  then,  after  he  was  through  what  was  done  ? — A.  After  he  f^ot  through  I  was 
called  to  reply  to  him  in  the  regular  6rder,  bnt  limited  to  forty-five  minutes.  As  a  rule 
our  speakers  were  thus  limited ;  theirs  had  all  the  time  tney  wanted.  I  of  course 
took  the  stand  to  reply  to  him,  and  I  had  spoken  about  five  minutes  when  I  brought 
him  to  his  fe4it  by  making  this  remark  in  reply  to  what  he  said  in  this  joint  discussion, 
'*  I  want  Mr.  Drew  elected  governor  because  it  is  to  my  interest  to  have  bim  elected  ; 
his  interests  are  identified  with  mine  and  mine  with  his."  I  noted  the  remark  at  the 
time  he  said  it,  and  I  replied  that  I  should  not  ask  them  to  vote  for  Mr.  Stearns  be- 
cause it  was  to  my  interest,  or  for  Mr.  Hayes,  or  for  Mr.  Wheeler ;  I  never  knew  him.  I 
had  seen  General  Hayes,  bnt  I  hadn  ever  spoken  to  Mr.Wbeeler ;  but  I  should  ask  them  to 
vote  for  them,  not,  like  the  judse  who  preceded^ me,  because  it  was  to  my  interest-,  but 
because  I  believed  it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country  ;  for  the  interest  of  the 
whole  people,  and  not  for  my  private  interest.  He  arose  then  and  corrected  himself, 
and  admitted  I  was  right.  Just  as  soon  as  he  had  to  do  that  I  saw  it  was  a  little  too 
much ;  these  men  began  to  get  uneasy.    Tbey  were  perfectly  sober. 

Q.  State  what  happened  to  you  personally. — A.,  I  spoke  on  about  three  minutes  more, 
when  this  gentleman  railed  on  me.  Said  he,  '^  I  would  like  to  know  how  much  you 
have  stolen."  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  him,  bnt  kept  right  on.  He  repeated, 
''  How  much  have  you  stolen  ?"  I  did  not  say  anything  to  him.  When  he  spoke  the 
third  time — "  How  much  have  you  stolen  f" — I  saw  he  was  getting  aggravatea  and  de- 
termined to  make  nie  answer;  so  I  thought  I  would  humor  the  joke.  The  third  time 
he  said,  "  I  would  not  trust  you  with  my  chicken-coop,"  I  told  him  I  confessed  I  would 
like  to  have  some  chickens,  as  I  never  had  anything  to  eat  down  there,  and  if  he  would 
give  me  some  I  would  certainly  try,  if  be  ever  came  to  my  house,  to  treat  him  in  a  like 
manner. 

PERSONAL  VIOLENCE. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  happened  in  the  way  of  personal  violence  f — A.  Just  then, 
when  I  spoke  that,  he  rose  and  struck  me.  As  I  saw  he  was  coming  for  me,  I  asked 
them  not  to  let  him  touch  me.  He  was  in  a  circle  of  men  speaking,  and  no  one  touched 
him  to  keep  him  off.  I  gathered  up  my  papers  from  the  table  and  he  struck  me  again, 
and  kept  striking  me  as  I  walked  back  some  fifteen  steps.  He  struck  me  on  the  arms, 
as  I  knocked  off  his  blows  more  than  a  half-dozen  times,  trying  to  strike  my  head.  I 
found  no  one  would  touch  him,  and  I  did  not  want  to  hit  him,  as  I  knew  it  would  not 
do  for  me  to  strike  him,  as  that  would  be  the  last  of  me ;  and  as  I  was  walking  out  of 
the  crowd  of  men,  I  fonnd  he  was  determined  to  knock  me  down  and  was  waiting  for 
that,  supposing  if  he  hit  me  on  the  head  he  could  knock  me  down.  So  I  let  him  de- 
liberately strike  my  head,  when  he  hurt  his  fist,  and  threw  up  his  hand  and  called  out, 
''Boys,  come  here!  let  us  kill  another  damned  nigger."  Just  as  soon  as  he  hollerea 
that  they  all  rushed  there,  and  the  first  man  that  came  bad  his  knife  open,  and  he 
drew  it  to  put  into  my  side.  I  looked  him  right  in  the  eye  and  said,  **  I  have  not 
touched  that  man ;  save  my  life.  I  have  not  put  my  hands  on  him."  The  man  looked 
me  in  the  eyes,  closed  bis  knife,  took  hold  of  this  man  of  his,  and  that  saved  my  life. 
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They  thought  I  strack  him,  and  when  they  found  I  had  not  touched  him  they  carried 
him  oflf.  I  washed  oflf  the  hlood.  The  democratic  speakers  appeared  to  be  very  sorry, 
and  asked  me  to  remain  and  have  my  speech  out.  About  fifteen  or  twenty  colored  per- 
sons were  there,  but  they  ran  off  as  quick  as  he  touched  me. 

LIFE  IN  DANGER. 

I  told  them  I  should  remain  if  they  would  protect  my  life — if  they  thought  it  was 
safe.  I  asked  Judge  Clouts,  *'  Judge,  can  you  protect  our  lives  if  we  remain  ?  ^  He 
says,  **  You  can  use  your  own  Judgment.''  "  Well,"  says  I,  "judge,  this  is  your  meeting, 
and  you  invited  us  here,  and  you  can't  protect  our  lives.  Mr.  Burgess,  turn  around 
the  buggy."  He  did  so,  and  we  left.  We  had  never  unhitched  the  horse  from  the 
buggy,  and  did  not  take  the  animal  out,  because  things  did  not  look  safe. 

THE  COLORED  MEN  INTIMIDATED. 

Q.  Were  those  fifteen  or  twenty  colored  men  there  republicans  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  told  you  that  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  me  this.  I  will  give  you  their  words 
to  us  as  they  came  up.  Two  of  them  had  horses  and  rode  up  to  the  meeting ;  the  others 
walked.    I  asked  them,  saying,  "  We  are  told  you  are  all  democrats  here ;  are  yon  re- 

Eublicansf "  They  answered,  "We  are  democrats  just  like  you  are;  but  if  we  vote 
ere,  we  have  got  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket."  I  asked  them  why  they  did  not  go 
to  New  Troy  and  vote,  where  the  republicans  could  protect  them. 

Senator  Cooper.  That  is  not  very  competent,  what  they  said. 

The  Chairman.  The  democrats  said  they  were  all  democrats.  I  think  we  have  got 
as  good  proof  to  show  they  were  all  republicans. 

Q.  Proceed.  Why  did  they  say  they  would  not  go  to  New  Troy  to  vote  t— A.  They 
said  if  they  went  there  to  vote  they  could  not  come  back,  and  they  could  not  go  there 
unless  they  slipped  off  two  or  three  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  the  vote  in  that  precinct  where  that  affair  happened  ! — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Had  you  gentlemen  another  meeting  in  that  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  that  held  f— A.  At  New  Troy. 

Q.  Was  there  any  disturbance  at  that  meeting  f — A.  Not  a  bit ;  it  was  perfectly  quiet. 
That  meeting  was  held  at  New  Troy,  about  thirty  miles  from  Old  Town,  and  was  a  good 
quiet  meeting. 

By  Senator  Teller  : 
Q.  You  stated  there  were  a  good  many  republicans  there t — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  bet 
ter  class  of  the  people  were  republicans.    The  meeting  was  about  equally  divided 
between  republicans  and  democrats.    There  were  speakers  on  both  sides,  and  they  spoke 
without  interruption  at  all. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  was  this  man  that  assaulted  you  ? — A.  This  roan  Chairee. 

Q.  The  same  man  who  interrupted  the  first  speaker! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  sober f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was  sober. 

Q.  What  did  yon  say  Judge  Clou nts's  given  name  was? — ^A.  I  don't  know  his  given 
name. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  T — A.  At  Live  Oak. 

Q.  Get  me  his  given  name  if  you  can ;  how  do  you  spell  his  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
Clouts. 

Q.  The  meeting  held  at  New  Troy  was  just  after  the  meeting  at  Old  Town  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

The  following  was  admitted  in  evidence  in  connection  with  John  R.  Scott's  testi- 
mony: 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING— DREW  AND  HULL— REFORM  MEETINGS. 

The  State  executive  committee  of  the  conservative  democratic  party  announce  the 
following  mass-meetings  to  be  held  in  the  interest  of  the 

GRAND  reform  MOVEMENT 

now  sweeping  over  the  State.  The  people  are  invited  to  attend  without  regard  to 
party.  The  meetings  at  the  following  places  will  be  addressed  by  two  or  more  of  the 
following-named  speakers : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY    OF   MICHAEL   A.    CLONTS.  349 

Hon.  E.  J.  YaDD,  Attorney-General  Cocke,  H.  C.  Ripply,  esq.,  Col.  J.  F.  White,  Hon.  F. 
McLeod,  Hon.  M.  A.  Clonts,  Col.  W.  B.  Taylor. 


Hambnrgb,  Saturday,  October  14, 1876. 
Madison,  Monday,  October  16. 
Ellaville,  Taeeday,  October  17. 
Old  Town,  Tharsday,  October  19. 
New  Troy,  Saturday,  October  21. 
Jasper,  Monday,  October  23. 


Bellville,  Tuesday  October  24. 

White  Sulphur  Spring, Thursday, Oct.  26. 

Lake  City,  Friday,  October  27. 

Ellisville,  Saturday,  October  28. 

Live  Oak,  Monday,  October  30. 

Freedman's  Forest,  Tuesday,  Oct.  31. 


Other  meetings  will  be  announced  hereafter.    Hon.  €toorge  F.  Drew  will  attend  as 
many  of  these  meetings  as  practicable. 

^p  The  candidates  and  speakers  of  the  republican  party  are  challenged  to  attend 
the  above  meetings,  and  participate  in  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  the  issue  before  the 
people  involved  in  the  present  campaign. 

SAMUEL  PASCO, 
Chairman  State  Executive  Committee, 
Robert  Gamble,  Secretary, 

October  30, 1876. 

Montioello  Constitiitioii  print 


^  Jacksonville,  December  30, 1876. 

THE  DIFFICULTY  AT  OLD  TOWN. 

Michael  A.  Clonts  sworn  and  examined. 
by  Senator  Cooper  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  residci  judge? — Auswer.  Live  Oak,  Suwannee  County, 
Florida. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  a  Joint  discussion  of  the  political  parties  held  at  Old  Town 
about  the  19th  of  October  f — ^A.  Tes.  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  what  occurred  at  that  meeting,  if  anything,  and  how 
it  occurred  ? — ^A.  At  that  place  myself  and  Colonel  Yon^e^  one  of  the  electors  on  the 
Tilden  electoral  ticket,  and  Col.  W.  B.  Taylor,  were  met  by  Mr.  Burgess  and  Mr.  Scott 
for  joint  discussion.  After  the  arrangements  were  made,  Mr.  Burgess  made  the  open- 
ing speech,  and  during  his  speech  he  was  occasionally  interrupted  b^  one  Thomas 
Peter  Chaires,  who  was  intoxicated.  After  be  got  through  I  replied  to  mm,  aud  after 
I  got  through  Mr.  Scott  got  up  in  reply  to  myseUl  He  had  not  spoken  but  a  short 
time  before  ne  was  intdrrupted  by  Mr.  Chares  asking  him  questions.  As  well  as  I 
remember,  the  questions  were  in  regard  to  stealage.  He  wanted  to  know  how  much 
he  had  stolen.  He  replied  he  had  not  stolen  anything.  He  remarked  that  he  would 
not  like  to  trust  him  at  a  hen-roost,  and  asked  again  how  many  chickens  he  had  ever 
stolen.  He  said  he  had  never  stolen  any :  he  would  have  liked  to  have  had  some 
ehiokenn,  as  he  had  not  had  any  since  he  haa  been  in  that  portion  of  the  country,  and 
if  he,  Mr.  Chaires,  would  come  to  see  him  he  would  give  him  a  chicken  to  eat :  where- 
upon Mr.  Chaires  said,  in  a  rising  attitude,  "  Damn  you,  or  God  damn  ^ou,''  I  don't 
remember  which,  *'you  invite  me  to  your  house  to  eat  chicken  ;  I  will  give  you 
chiokeiW  With  that  he  struck  him  in  the  face.  Scott  immediately  stepn^  off  the 
steps,  stooping  forward,  and  he  followed  him  up,  striking  him  some  two  or  three  times. 
I  immediately  stepped  forward,  I  think,  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  said  to  him,  ''As  von  are 
acquainted  here,  t^  and  stop  this."  At  that  time,  I  think  one  Mr.  Wilcox,  who  lives 
across  the  river,  ran  forward,  and  the  matter  was  quashed. 

I  then  went  immediately  to  a  pitcher  and  got  some  water  and  carried  it  to  Mr. 
Scott,  and  he  washed  his  face.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Burgess  geared  the  horse  and 
bitched  it  to  the  buggy.  They  were  in  the  act  of  getting  into  tne  buggy  when  sev- 
eral parties  came  to  them,  assuring  them  that  no  further  injury  should  be  done,  and 
not  to  leave.  Tom  Peter  Chaires  was  immediately  carried  on,  and  Mr.  Burgess  and  Mr. 
Scott  got  in  their  buggy  and  left,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  Mr.  Burgess  or  Mr.  Scott  that 
day,  nor  Mr.  Chaires.  After  they  left  they  adjourned  for  dinner,  and  after  dinner  Mr. 
Yonge  made  a  speech,  and  they  then  adjourned.  I  believe  that  is  a  synopsis  of  it  as 
near  as  possible. 

Q.  Did  you  say  Mr.  Chaires  was  drunk  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  meet  Mr.  Scott  any  time  after  that  in  dicnssion  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  afterward  f — ^A.  On  Saturday. 

Q.  What  day  was  this  at  Old  Town!— A.  This  was  on  Thursday. 
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Q.  Saturday  you  met  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  ^oint  discuBStoo  on  Saturday  t— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Was  tliere  any  disturbance  there  of  any  kind? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  meeting-place  was  held  at  New  Troy  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  very  generally  in  the  canvass  of  the  State  t— A.  I  was  in  five 
counties. 

Q.  During  the  whole  canvass  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  witness  any  similar  disturbances  at  any  other  point? — A.  No,  sir;  there 
was  one  difficulty  at  Madison  between  two  persons,  but  no  difficulty  with  any  of  the 
speakers. 

Q.  No  difficulty  with  the  speakers  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  difficulty  at  Madison  between  a  colored  man  and  a  white  man,  or  was  it 
between  a  republican  and  a  democrat  ? — A.  I  think  both  were  republicans. 

Q.  Was  there  any  disturbance  in  the  meeting  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  more  than  any- 
thing of  that  sort  would  produce  necessarily ;  but  it  did  not  cause  any  cessation  of  tne 
speaking  at  all. 

Q.  Were  these  both  colored  men  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  both  white. 

Q.  Were  they  both  republicans  ?— A.  I  was  so  informed. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  Somebody  there  that  day.    I  disremember  who. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  the  name  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  difficulty  about  ?— A.  Well,  I  am  not  able  to  state  precisely  what 
it  was.  Mr.  Stripling  was  speaking,  I  think,  in  reference  to  some  remarks  William 
Cone  made. 

Q.  One  of  the  speakers  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  oflf  in  the  orchard. 

Q.  Was  Cone  a  white  man  or  colored  ? — At  A  white  man. 

Q.  A  democrat  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  he  voted  the  conservative  ticket  this  year,  but 
he  has  always  been  a  republican. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  conservative  ticket ;  the  democratic  ticket  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir :  Tilden  and  Hendricks,  Drew  and  Hull,  known  here  as  the  conservative  reform 
ticket. 

Q.  Did  these  two  men  that  had  the  difficulty  vote  the  conservative  ticket  ? — A.  I 
don't  know  how  they  voted. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  at  this  election  they  voted  ,the  conservative  ticket?— A.  I  don't 
know,  sir ;  that  was  at  Madison. 

Q.  I  mean  at  Madison.— A.  There  is  only  one  thing  I  heard.    I  heard  of  this  fact 
.  Q.  Did  this  person  who  gave  you  this  information  inform  you  that  they  voted  the 
conservative  ticket  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  republican  ticket  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  simply  informed  me  that  botl^  Joe 
Stripling  and  Cone  were  friends,  and  Joe  Stripling  and  William  Cone  were  neighbors, 
boys  raised  together,  and  I  think,  as  well  as  I  remember,  the  difficulty  arose  between 
them  in  reffard  to  their  boyhood  conditions  and  politics,  Joseph  Stripling  being  the  son 
of  a  wealthy  planter  who  was  a  slaveholder ;  and  he  was  accused  that  day  by  some  of 
them  there  as  having  been  three  or  four  years  ago  a  very  strong  Drew  man  when  Drew 
ran  for  the  legislature.  William  Cone  had  always  been  a  Union  man^  and  he  was  rather 
retorting  upon  Joe  for  his  course  of  conduct,  and  comparing  his  raising,  being  a  very 
poor  boy  in  comparison  with  Joe,  Joe's  father  owning  so  many  slaves  and  Joe  havinir 
boasted  of  what  he  then  was,  he  having  always  been  a  Union  man,  and  Drew  also  all 
the  time  being  a  Union  man  he  intended  to  support  him.  I  think  the  difficulty  got  up 
somehow  in  tnat  way. 

Q.  And  this  was  a  republican  who  resented  Cone's  saying  that  he  had  always  been  a 
Union  man  and  he  something  dififerent? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  anything  about 
that. 

Q.  Was  there  any  interruption  to  the  speakers  at  that  time? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  questions  or  remarks  made  as  they  were  speaking  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  go  back  to  Oldtown,  if  you  please.  Was  there  any  knife  drawn  against 
Scott  in  that  crowd  by  some  one  beside  Chaires  ? — ^A.  I  saw  no  knife,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  hear  Scott  say  to  the  person  who  was  making  toward  him  that  he 
did  not  strike  Chaires  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  Scott  bloody  ?— A.  He  was. 

Q.  As  they  were  riding  off  did  not  Scott  then  ask  if  their  lives  could  be  guaranteed  if 
they  staid— ask  of  you  tnat  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  in  yonr  presence  that  of  some  one  ?— A.  Mr.  Burgess  asked  me  if  I 
thought  they  had  better  go  or  stay.    I  remarked  to  him  to  exercise  his  judgment. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  weapons  there  that  day? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  No  double-barrel  shot-guns  there  ? — A.  I  saw  none,  sir.  If  there  were,  I  did  not 
see  them. 

Q.  Was  there  an^  stack  of  double-barrel  shot-gnns  put  off  a  little  way  from  the 
meeting  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of.    I  never  neard  of  them. 
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Q.  Was  Mr.  Bargess  called  a  liar  while  he  was  speaking,  and  interrupted  by  being 
called  so  by  any  one  daring  his  speech  T— A.  I  have  stated  that  in  my  direct  examin- 
ation. 

Q.  How  was  he  intermpted ;  what  was  the  language  used  bv  Mr.  Chaires ;  did  he 
not  call  him  a  liar  T— A.  I  cannot  say  positively  that  such  was  the  language,  but  it  was 
insulting  langaage. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  Was  this  man's  name  Sanges  or  Bargess  T— A.  Burgess. 
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Tallahassee,  Deoewiber  23, 1876. 

DRIVEN  PROM  HOME  FOR  VOTING  A  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

Samuel  B.  Hurlbut  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  Were  yon  an  officer  of  election  in  any  connty  of  tlii§  State  at  the  last  elec- 
tion f— Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Where  f — A.  I  was  United  States  supervisor  at  Otter  Creek  precinct,  Levy 
Connty. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  that  precinct  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  your  family  now  residing  T— A.  At  Cedar  Keys ;  camped  there ;  I  have 
not  got  any  place  there ;  I  was  forced  to  leave  my  place. 

Q.  Why  were  you  forced  to  leave  your  place  f— A.  I  was  told  that  if  I  did  not  leave 
that  conntry  I  wonld  be  hanged. 

Q.  What  IS  your  politics  f— A.  Repnblican. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  white  man  T — A.  I  believe  I  am. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that,  and  under  what  circumstances  ?— A.  Well,  sir,  there  were  so 
many  of  them — a  whole  dub  of  whites.    I  was  the  only  white  repnblican  there. 

Q.  In  the  county  T — A.  About  that  vicinity  of  Otter  Creek ;  the  balance  of  them  all 
belonged  to  the  democratic  club  at  Otter  Creek,  some  sixty-six  in  number,  I  think ;  and 
not  less  than  fortv  or  fifty  altogether  said  to  me  that  if  I  did  not  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  they  would  kill  me,  and  I  did  not  propose  to  do  it. 

Q.  What  threats  were  made  to  you  by  these  persons  f— A.  They  told  me,  "  We  will 
kill  you." 

THE  THREATS  MADE. 

Q.  What  threats  were  made  to  you  in  your  presence  T— A.  The  threats  made  to  me 
were  exactly  as  I  told  you :  that  if  I  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  they  would 
kill  me. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  that  county  f — A.  I  left  there  because  I  dare  not  go  back. 
They  are  a  desperate  kind  of  people  and  wonld  execute  their  threats. 

Q.  Did  any  of  these  people  ever  shoot  at  yon  T — ^A.  My  house  has  been  fired  over 
many  a  time ;  but  they  never  struck  me.  I  was  teaching  a  colored  school,  and  they 
surrounded  it,  having  double-barreled  shot-guns.    All  this  was  before  the  election. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  T — ^A.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  election.  I  lacked  two 
days  of  my  time  being  out ;  but  I  never  dared  to  go  back  and  finish  the  two  days.  I 
had  a  small  colored  club  there. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  men  vote  there  f — A.  All  voted  at  the  Keys.  I  polled  the  only 
republican  vote  polled  there. 

Q.  What  place  was  that  T— A.  Otter  Creek  precinct. 

Q.  In  Levy  County  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  only  fourteen  democrats  voted  there. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 
Q.  There  were  only  fourteen  democrats  voted  at  Otter  Creek  ?— A.  Fourteen  demo- 
crats voted  there.    I  voted  the  republican  ticket.    One  hundred  and  eight  went  down 
together  to  the  Keys  on  the  noon  train.    I  could  not  tell  how  many  went  from  that 
precinct. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  they  left  that  precinct ;  did  they  say  f— A.  They  went  down 
very  boisterons,  and  said  that  they  intended  to  have  a  row  at  the  Keys  if  there  was 
any  show  for  it. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  ?— A.  I  could  not  say  why  they  did  not  stay. 

Q.  What  did  they  state  ? — A.  They  were  cursing  like  this— I  heard  them  mention 
some  words  like  these :  **  Take  that  God -damned  black  vote  out  of  the  box ;  it  makes 
the  white  ones  stink."  They  were  boisterons  ;  they  did  not  say — take  me  out  and 
kill  me,  then,  but  they  made  such  expressions  when  they  got  oflf  on  the  train — shont- 
iug  and  hollering  and  screeching  like  men  when  they  get  half  full  of  whisky. 
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Q.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  what  did  they  state  about  going  to  the  Keys? — ^A. 
That  they  were  going  down  to  carry  the  election  there  by  fifty  votes — by  going  down. 

Q.  Was  there  any  particular  object  in  carrying  the  election  at  the  Keys,  rather  thau 
at  this  Otter  Creek  precinct,  in  the  same  county  f — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  W^ere  there  many  colored  republicans  down  at  the  Keys  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  would 
have  been  republican,  only  for  the  arrival  of  this  train  of  democrats. 

Q.  How  many  republican  votes  were  cast  at  the  Keys  t — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Was  it  less  than  the  usual  number  of  republican  votes  cast  at  the  Keys  f — A.  No, 
sir ;  there  were  more. 

Q.  Had  you  at  any  time  since  1874,  or  in  1874,  in  that  election  or  since,  had  threats 
of  violence  made  against  you,  on  the  ground  of  your  being  a  republican  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ; 
a  good  many  times.  I  started  an  *^  equality  restaurant,''  and  I  was  warned  that  it 
could  not  be  run  in  that  way,  and  that  I  would  be  mobbed. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  •*  equality  restaurant  f" — ^A.  A  place  where  whites  and 
blacks  could  take  their  meals. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  being  mobbed  f — A.  I  was  run  out  of  it. 

Q.  How  f — A.  People  came  up  there  and  would  shoot  into  my  bouse,  and  I  was  told 
that  if  I  did  not  leave  in  five  days  I  would  be  mobbed.  I  went  off,  and  the  house  has 
been  burned  down  since. 

Q.  When  was  that  f — ^A.  About  a  year  ago,  I  believe ;  and  since  that  time  I  have 
been  worried  out  of  Marion  County  on  account  of  politics.  I  went  over  there  and 
bought  a  little  farm.  I  bad  no  difficulty  whatever.  I  received  word  by  them  that 
they  would  hang  me.  I  did  not  want  them  to  come  a  second  time.  They  shot  into  my 
house  once  before  and  wounded  my  wife  and  shot  me  in  the  foot.  I  went  from  there 
to  Otter  Creek. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  dared  not  go  back  to  Otter  Creek  f — A.  I 
dare  not  go  back.  I  am  not  much  of  a  coward,  but  I  know  they  would  execute  the 
threat. 

Q.  Your  family  now  is  at  Cedar  Keys f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  a  sufifering  condition.  I 
did  Dot  find  any  friends  there ;  the  white  people  are  all  democrats.  I  Just  left  them 
camped  in  an  old  board  shanty  there. 

Q.  Where  have  you  been  f — ^A.  To  Jacksonville.  I  have  been  assisting  the  United 
Slates  marshal  to  arrest  a  man  by  the  name  of  Chaires,  before  the  election,  for  knock- 
ing a  man  from  the  stand  at  Old  town,  Suwannee  County.  I  have  been  off  with  Mr. 
Hedge.  I  think  he  was  the  State  senator  from  Jacksonville,  and  we  were  mobbed 
there;  the  people  all  turned  out  against  us,  and  we  could  not  make  the  arrest. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  make  the  arrest  1 — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  off  with  Mr.  Hodge  again  since 
the  election  in  fironson.  The  ballot-box  was  taken  away  from  the  proper  place  and 
Btored  away  in  an  old  house,  an  old  store ;  I  mean  a  grocery-store.  We  saw  them  set- 
ting there  under  the  counter,  and  asked  for  them  to  turn  over  to  the  proper  authority, 
bnt  the  people  all  turned  out,  and  we  could  not  get  the  boxes. 

Q.  In  what  county  was  that  ? — ^A.  In  Levy  County.  The  judge  was  not  there,  and 
we  did  not  wish  to  see  them  lying  there.  There  were  three  of  them ;  the  other  two 
were  somewhere  else,  and  we  oould  not  execute  their  will :  could  not  take  them. 
Tbev  said  that  if  we  laid  hands  upon  them  that  we  would  have  to  do  it  over  their 
dead  bodies.    When  we  left  town  they  fired  off  shots  in  derision. 

Q.  Were  these  ballot-boxes  used  in  this  election  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  them  at  my 
precinct  and  one  of  them  from  Cedar  Keys  precinct. 

Q.  At  this  last  election  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  forced  to  be  carried  up  there ;  the 
officer  in  charge  of  them  knew  that  the  officer  who  should  receive  them  was  not  there. 
The  county  judge  lives  at  the  Keys,  and  be  intended  to  take  them  up  during  these  six 
days,  but  the  time  was  allowed  to  pass  by  a  certain  party,  I  understand. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Nothing  bnt  what  you  know. — A.  I  was  simply  going  to  tell  yon  what  the  super- 
visor  

Q.  What  is  Bronson  ;  a  county-seat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  clerk's  office  there  ?— A.  I  believe  so,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  go  there  with  ? — A.  Mr.  Hodge. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Hodge  f — A.  Chief  deputy  United  States  marshal  during  the  election 
in  the  county. 

Q.  You  wanted  the  ballot-boxes  ?— A.  We  wanted  to  see  them  put  in  proper  hands. 

Q.  You  want^  to  take  them  and  they  would  not  let  you,  as  Bronson  was  the  county- 
seat  ? — A.  They  were  not  turned  over  to  the  county-house  before  the  next  day,  but 
were  in  that  grocery-store — were  carried  up  to  Mr.  Seabrink's  grocery -store. 

Q.  What  business  had  you  with  the  ballot-boxes  f— A.  I  was  county  supervisor.  I 
was  going  along  up  to  see  the  tally  with  Mr.  Hodge ;  he  requested  me. 

Q.  Did  either  of  you  have  any  right  to  the  ballot-box  ?— A.  Did  not  have  any  right, 
only  to  leave  them  in  the  proper  hands.  Had  a  right  to  see  whether  they  were  looked 
or  unlocked. 
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Q.  Did  yon  see  whether  they  were  locked  or  unlocked  f — A.  We  conld  not  take  hold 
of  them  to  see. 

Q.  I  asked  if  the  ballot-boxes  were  open  or  locked,  that  you  sawT— A.  The  ballot- 
boxes  ?    We  conld  not  look  at  tbem. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  they  were  locked  or  open  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  clerk  of  the  court  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  town  f — A.  I  believe  he  was,  in  the  evening  before  the  train  went  out. 
Isaac  B.  Uardie  was  the  county  clerk. 

Q.  They  told  you  two  gentlemen  you  conld  not  have  tfaemf — A.  They  were  in  Sea- 
brink's  store;  not  in  the  county -house,  not  in  the  proper  officers'  hands. 

Q.  Still  they  were  at  the  county-seat? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  Seabrink's  store  f — ^A.  Three  of  them  were  there. 

Q.  The  clerk  of  the  court  lives  there — of  the  circuit  court? — ^A.  I  conld  not  tell 
where  he  lived ;  his  office  was  there. 

Q.  You  wanted  the  ballot-boxes  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  did  not  request  them ;  only  wanted 
to  nail  them  up  and  turn  them  over  to  the  proper  officer. 

Q.  Had  you  any  right  to  the  ballot-boxes  in  any  way ;  was  it  any  of  your  business, 
as  supervisor,  or  either  of  you  T — A.  We  did  not  really  think  it  was  right 

Q.  Was  it  any  business  of  yours  under  the  law  ?  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with 
them,  whether  they  were  locked  up  or  nailed  ?  Have  you  any  such  business  under 
the  law  T — ^A.  I  am  not  a  lawyer. 

Q.  Well,  you  wanted  them  and  they  would  not  let  you  have  them  ?--A.  We  wanted 
them  put  in  proper  hands ;  did  not  want  them  at  such  a  place. 

Q.  Well,  they  would  not  let  you  have  them  ? — ^A.  They  would  not  let  us  do  anything 
with  them. 

Q.  Did  they  bring  the  ballot-boxes  from  your  precinct  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  polled  at  Otter  Creek  ? — A.  Fifteen. 

Q.  Now.  you  say  they  tola  you  there  that  you  could  not  come  back  or  they  would 
hang  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  would  kill  me. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  ? — A.  A  good  many  told  me  that.  Many  a  man  that  I  did  not 
know  by  name ;  they  were  strangers  to  me,  the  whole  crowd. 

Q.  Give  the  name  of  a  single  man  ? — A.  I  don't  know  them. 

Q.  Don't  know  them  at  aU  ?— A.  By  sight. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anybody  by  name  ? — A.  I  know  somebody'  that  lives  in  the 
town. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  a  single  man  who  told  you  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ?— A.  I  know  them  by  sight,  and  could  pick  thera  out 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  name  of  a  single  man  who  told  you  that  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

W.  When  did  they  tell  you  that  ?— A.  Different  times.  It  was  said  in  July,  partion- 
larly. 

Q.  Did  they  live  in  that  neighborhood  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  scattered  through 
that  whole  country,  and  not  in  the  town. 

Q.  Was  there  no  time  that  a  man  told  you  that — a  man  that  you  knew  ? — ^A.  A  hun- 
dred times  they  warned  me  away  from  places — not  that  place. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  that  place.  Is  there  a  single  man  there  that  told  you  yon  had 
better  not  come  back  or  they  would  kill  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  S.  D.  Eason  told  me 
that,  as  a  friend. 

Q.  And  not  as  an  enemy  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  told  you  as  a  friend  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  there  is  Mr.  Nertout,  the  sheriff. 

Q.  He  told  you  that.    He  was  a  friend,  too  ? — A.  Yes»  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  that  was  an  enemy  ?— A.  I  heard  them  all  say  that, 
but  could  not  tell  them  by  name. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  the  name  of  a  single  man  who  was  an  enemy  of  yours  ? — A.  They 
were  all  enemies.    I  conld  not  tell  a  single  name  in  the  democratic  club  of  the  town. 

Q.  Did  any  other  republican  live  there? — A.  Only  colored  men. 

Q.  Was  there  any  white  republicans  in  that  country  at  all  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  colored  men  that  were  republicans  lived  there,  didn't  they  ? — A.  A  few  of 
them;  yes. 

Q.  They  lived  there  at  Otter  Creek  and  were  known  to  be  republicans  ?— A.  Yes,  sir; 
there  is  one  white  man  there  not  a  voter — an  Iowa  man.  He  was  the  man  who  told 
me  they  were  getting  together  to  lynch  me. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ?— A.  Daniels. 

Q.  Is  he  there  now  ? — A.  He  said  he  was  going  home  in  about  three  weeks. 

Q.  He  lived  there  at  Otter  Creek  ? — A.  Daniels  lived  at  Otter  Creek.  I  asked  him  if 
he  was  willing  to  go  and  swear  to  that.  He  said  he  was.  There  is  another  little  fellow , 
nearly  white,  but  ne  claims  to  be  a  colored  man,  Fletcher  Williams,  who  said  the 
same  thing. 

Q.  You  started  to  live  in  Marion  County  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  warned  yon  away  from  there  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Are  there  any  repablicans  in  Marion  Connty  f— A.  Plenty  of  them,  bnt  I  am  not 
acqnainted  there. 

Q.  There  are  white  repnblieans  living  there  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  their  threats  you  voted  at  Otter  Creek  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  remain  at  all  after  the  election  ? — ^A.  I  coald  not  stay  there. 

Q.  Where  was  the  other  place  that  you  were  warned  away  from  f — A.  Archer. 

Q.  Archer  precinct  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  Alachua  County,'  a  long  while  ago ;  a  year  ago. 

Q.  You  were  warned  away  from  there  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  because  of  the  res- 
taorant,  not  because  of  politics,  not  of  this  election. 

Q.  You  were  warned  away ;  did  republicans  live  there  f — ^A.  Colored  republicans. 

Q.  Any  white  at  Archer  f — A.  Green  R.  Moore. 

Q.  Is  he  the  only  white  republican  living  at  ArcheriT — ^A.  I  don't  know  any  more. 

Q.  There  are  a  good  many  colored  there  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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MANATEE  COUNTY. 


TALLAnASSEB,  December  20, 1S76. 

TIIE  VACANCY  IN  THE  CLERK*S  OFFICE. 

Edgar  M.  Qraham  swofq  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaeetion.  Are  yoa  an  officer  of  Manatee  County ;  and  if  so,  what  T — Answer.  I  am 
county  judge  of  Manatee  County. 

Q.  When  were  you  appointed  f — A.  The  19th  of  February,  1874 ;  so  I  am  informed 
by  the  secretary  of  state  this  morning. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  time  at  which  Mr.  Green  was  appointed  clerk  of  that  county  f— 
A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  first  of  October. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  gave  bond,  or  his  bond  has  been  approved  by  the 
county  commissioners  ? — A.  I  will  have  to  answer  that  question  by  making  a  little 
explanation.  The  chairman  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  brought  to  me  a 
bond,  and  asked  me  my  opinion  as  to  the  lenity  of  the  bond.  I  looked  at  the  bond, 
and  found  that  where  the  names  of  the  principal  and  his  sureties  should  have  been 
opposite  the  seals,  that  the  county  commissioners  had  put  their  names,  which  made 
them  actually  principal  and  sureties  on  the  bond,  and  I  told  him  that  the  bond  was 
not  a  legal  bond,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  draw  up  a  bond  for  him.  I  told  him  I 
would,  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  When  was  that!— A.  That  was  two  or  three  days  after  the  election. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  not  qualified?— A.  Yes, sir;  he  had  taken  the  oath  of 
acceptation  to  perform  his  duties,  but  had  not  given  any  bond. 

Q.  He  was  not  then  acting  as  clerk  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  county  commissioners  in  that  county  f — A.  Jease  Tucker,  N. 
H.  DeCoster,  T.  S.  Morgan,  and  John  M.  Bates. 

Q.  Is  A.  J.  Lesley  a  county  commissioner  there? — A.  I  think  he  has  been  appointed, 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  ever  acted  as  county  commissioner. 

Q.  I  notice  by  the  record  of  the  secretary  of  state  that  he  was  appointed  on  the  12th 
of  May,  1876. — ^A.  I  don't  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  whether  he  has  ever  acted  as  a 
county  commissioner  or  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  designation  of  precincts  in  that  county  for  the  election  of  the  7th 
of  November  by  the  county  commissioners ;  the  places  to  hold  the  election  ? — A.  There 
was  no  designation,  so  far  as  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  No  places  appointed  for  the  holding  of  the  election  f— A.  I  never  saw  any  record 
of  such  a  thing  myself. 

Q.  Was  there  any  official  notice  given  for  that  election? — A.  No, sir;  no  official 
notice. 

Q.  Did  the  county  commissioners  examine  the  lists  of  registered  electors  and  per- 
form the  acts  which  they  were  required  by  law  to  perform,  and  send  copies  of  the  reg- 
istration to  any  precinct,  to  your  Knowledge  ? — A.  No,  sir;  they  never  sent  any  copies; 
they  met  and  revised  the  lists  and  appointed  inspectors  for  the  different  precincts. 

Q.  Did  they  appoint  inspectors  for  the  precincts? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  appointed 
inspectors  for  the  precincts. 

Q.  Of  all  the  precincts  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  PRECINCT  PAPERS. 

Q.  I  see  you  have  certain  papers  with  you.  Have  you  any  papers  in  your  possession 
showing  that  fact  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  papers  are  those  in  your  possession  ?— A.  Those  are  papers  where  the 
inspectors  mot  themselves  and  were  elected  by  the  people,  viva  roce,  under  a  provision 
of  the  law.  They  could  not  get  the  papers.  Being  no  clerk,  they  could  not  get  the 
lists  which  had  been  made  out  by  the  county  commissioners.  As  judge  of  the  county 
court,  I  applied  to  the  person  appointed  as  clerk  for  the  registration-lists  on  file,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  out  copies  of  the  registration-lists  and  furnishing  them  to  the 
difft^reut  precincts,  as  the  law  provides,  and  I  also  applied  for  the  names  of  the  inspect- 
ors that  had  been  appointed  fur  the  different  precincts,  but  he  refused  to  let  me  have 
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them^sayins;  that  Mr.  Bartbolf,  the  former  clerk^  had  instructed  him  not  to  let  a  paper 
go  ont  of  the  clerk's  office  which  he  had  possession  of  at  the  time. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  make  that  application  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Green. 

Q.  Mr.  Green  did  not  assume  to  have  the  direction  of  the  papers  himself,  but  stated 
Mr.  Bartholf  s  order  prevented  him  from  doing  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  that  connection,  in  connection  with  the  appointment  of  these 
inspectors,  or  the  furnishing  of  papers  ?  Did  yon  act  as  clerk  of  the  court  or  commis- 
sioner in  any  way  ?— A.  I  acted  as  judge  of  the  county  court  in  connection  with  the 
election. 

Q.  What  power  had  yon  as  judge  of  the  county  court  before  the  election  was  held  ? — 
A.  I  had  no  specific  power  before  the  election  was  held  at  all. 

Q.  And  the  action  you  referred  to  was  before  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  oath  which  these  inspectors  took  previous  to  receiving 
any  votes,  in  the  language  of  section  eleven  of  the  act  designating  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting elections  ?  And,  if  so,  let  me  see  them. — ^A.  I  have  oaths  that  were  used  at  all 
the  precincts  voted  at  in  the  county.  [Papers  produced.]  Here  is  the  oath  which  they 
took  at  Fort  Green  precinct,  [oath  produced,]  and  here  is  the  oath  [oath  produced] 
which  was  taken  at  Fort  Hartsuflf  precinct.  , 

Q.  Who  made  ont  those  blanks  f — ^A.  I  wrote  them  myself. 

Q.  You  wrote  the  oaths  for  every  precinct,  did  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  every  pre- 
cinct. 

Q.  And  sent  them  to  the  precincts  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  this  Fort  Hartsuff  precinct,  the  signatures  to  the  oath  seem  to  be  made  in 
the  same  handwriting  and  in  the  handwriting  of  the  person  who  makes  the  affidavit ; 
how  do  you  explain  tnat  ? — A.  I  do  nbt  know.  I  just  received  those  with  the  returns 
from  the  different  precincts.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  all  written  in  one 
handwriting  at  any  particular  precinct  or  not.  I  expect  the  record  will  explain  itself. 
I  think  that  the  certificate  of  the  inspectors  will  explain  what  was  done. 

Q.  The  certificate  of  the  inspectors  certifies  that  "  The  foregoing  oath  of  qualifica- 
tion was  duly  administered  to  each  and  every  person  whose  name  appears  written 
thereunder."  Let  me  see  some  more  of  them. — A.  [Paper  produced.]  Here  is  the  poll- 
book  of  Fort  Ogden  precinct. 

Q.  I  see  this  poll-book  is  also  in  your  handwriting  ? — A.  All  the  oaths  are. 

Q.  And  the  poll-books  also? — ^A.  What  do  yon  mean  by  the  poll-book f 

Q.  The  poll-book  of  Fort  Ogden f— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  oath  administered  and  the  cer- 
tificate was  all  in  my  handwriting.    I  wrote  all  of  them. 

Q.  I  notice  in  the  Fort  Ogden  precinct  that  there  were  names  which  have  been  writ- 
ten upon  the  certificate  and  then  erased ;  can  you  explain  these  erasures  ? — ^A.  No, 
sir ;  I  cannot. 

Q.  Let  me  see  some  more  of  these  oaths. — A.  [Paper  produced.]  This  is  the  oath  of 
Tamer's  precinct. 

NOTICES  O?  ELECTION. 

Q.  Was  there  any  notice  whatever  given  of  the  election  by  anybody  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
It  wasgenerally  given  all  over  the  county  in  speeches  made. 

Q.  Who  made  speeches  giving  that  notice  f — A.  I  made  two  or  three  speeches  my- 
self. 

Q.  At  democratic  meetings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  democratic  meetings.  I  wonld  say  pos- 
itively that  it  was  known  at  every  precinct  in  the  county. 

Q.  How  many  precincts  did  you  speak  at  F — A.  I  did  not  speak  at  but  two  precincts, 
right  immediately  at  the  precinct. 

Q.  In  those  speeches  did  you  tell  the  people  who  assembled  to  hear  yon  where  the 
voting-place  would  be  held  f — A.  I  designated  it  in  my  speech,  and  mentioned  that 
^t  about  the  election  being  held  at  the  same  precincts  that  they  had  always  been 
held  at 

Q.  Did  yon  mention  the  buildings  t — A.  No,  sir ;  no  particular  buildings. 

Q.  You  took  pains  that  your  own  side  should  hear  of  it,  at  any  rate,  by  making  this 
statement  at  the  democratic  meetings — ^you  did  your  duty,  I  mean,  as  far  as  you  could  f 
--A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  the  remarks  that  all  persons  might  hear  of  it,  republicans  and 
democrats. 

Q.  Did  you  find  republicans  at  all  the  precincts? — A.  All  that  I  spoke  at.  Lot  me 
see  how  1  can  answer  that  question  triithrully 

Q.  What  precincts  did  you  speak  at  T — ^A.  I  spoke  at  Manatee  precinct  and  I  spoke 
at  Pine  Level  precinct. 

Q.  At  any  other  precincts  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  spoke  at  any  other  precincts. 

%  Did  the  republicans  attend  your  meetings  at  both  of  these  precincts  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  republicans  attended  both  meetings. 

Q.  In  how  large  numbers  ? — A.  There  are  very  few  in  the  county.  In  Pine  Level,  all 
who  voted  were  there  and  heard  me  speak,  and  at  Manatee  there  are  a  few  republicans, 
and  some  of  them  were  ont  to  hear  me  speak. 
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REPUBLICAN  VOTES. 

Q.  Were  any  repnblicaa  votes  cast  in  any  other  precincts  ? — ^A.  The  only  places  where 
any  republican  votes  were  cast  were  at  Pine  Level  and  Fort  Ogden ;  and  only  one  vote 
was  cast  in  Fort  Ogdon  for  Governor  Stearns. 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  D.  Green  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  has  he  represented  that  county  in  the  legislature? — A.  I  believe 
twice. 

•Q.  Was  he  elected  by  the  republicans  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  strictly  so. 

Q.  With  a  democratic  candidate  running  at  the  same  time  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  last  time  that  he  represented  the  connty  in  the  legislature  ? — ^A. 
The  last  time  that  he  represented  the  county  was  in  1869, 1  think.  His  term  expired, 
I  think,  in  1869. 

Q.  You  represented  the  county  yourself,  at  one  time,  in  the  legislature,  did  you  not  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  elected  as  an  independent  or  a  democrat  ? — A.  I  did  not  run  as  a  dem- 
ocrat, but  I  was  voted  for  by  nearly  every  man  in  the  county,  repnblicans  and  demo- 
crats. 

Q.  When  was  that  f—A.  That  was  in  1869, 1  think— the  latter  part  of  the  year  18G9. 
I  came  to  the  le^slatnre  in  1870, 1  think  it  was. 

Q.  Did  repnblicans  vote  in  all  the  different  precincts  at  that  time  T— A.  I  do  not  know, 
really,  at  this  time  whether  they  voted  at  all  the  precincts  or  not. 

Q.  Did  they  when  Green  used  to  run  and  be  elected  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  they  ever 
changed  their  voting-places  at  all. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  their  particular  places ;  but  were  the  republicans  accustomed  to 
vote  in  each  precinct  when  there  was  an  election  f — A.  Yes»  sir. 

Q.  There  were  republicans  there  to  vote  at  each  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  population  of  the  county  changed  much  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  f— 
A.  Very  much  indeed. 

Q.  In  what  has  the  change  consisted  ? — ^A.  Do  yon  mean  in  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  their  political  character  f 

Q.  I  do  not  refer  to  their  political  character,  but  I  mean  the  people  themselves, 
whether  they  have  changed  much.  Has  your  population  left  the  county  an4  another 
population  come  in? — A.  No,  sir;  the  former  population  has  been  largely  augmented 
by  a  continuous  population,  that  has  been  nearly  all  democratic. 

Q.  Where  did  it  come  from  t— A.  They  came  from  the  Southern  States,  and  a  great 
many  of  them  from  the  Western  States. 

Q.  Which  Western  States  ?— A.  There  are  citizens  from  Ohio,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  there  are  persons  from  Massachusetts  and  New  York.  In  fact,  there  are  per- 
sons in  that  county  from  a  mi^^i^^^J  ^^  ^^^  States  in  the  Union. 

Q.  And  the  old  population  that  was  there  four  or  five  years  ago  remained  also  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  four  or  five  years  a^  there  were  republican  votes  in  all  the  precincts  when 
Mr.  Green  was  elected!— A.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  that  I  did  not  think  the 
vote  had  changed  from  the  different  precincts  any  more  than  it  was  then.  I  could  not 
designate,  and  I  said  at  the  time  that  I  could  not  recollect,  at  what  precise  precincts 
republicans  voted  at  that  time. 

Q.  At  this  recent  election  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  there  were  only  two  pre- 
cincts where  repnblicans  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  m  one  of  these  precincts  only  one  republican  voted  I — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at 
Fort  Ogden. 

Q.  r&  I  nnderstand  you  to  say,  then,  that  there  were  no  republicans  at  the  other 
precincts  at  all  through  the  connty  f—A.  I  said  that  there  were  at  Manatee. 

Q.  How  many  at  Manatee  f — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  there  are  about  eight  or 
ten,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  not  they  vote  t— A.  Mr.  James  D.  Green  persuaded  them  not  to  vote. 

Q.  Upon  what  grounds  t — A.  On  the  grounds  that  he  did  not  consider  the  election 
legal. 

<^.  Why  did  he  consider  it  illegal  f — ^A.  Because  he  said  that  the  registration-list  was 
not  forthcoming,  and  the  oath  that  we  adopted  he  did  not  consider  a  legal  oath,  and 
tried  to  keep  away  the  few  republicans  there  were  there. 

Q.  Why  did  not  he  consider  this  vote  legal  ? — ^A.  Because  the  law  requires  a  regis- 
tration-list, and,  there  being  no  clerk,  of  course  we  failed  to  get  the  registration-list, 
and  adopted  this  oath  as  the  next  beet  course.  That  was  the  idea  that  prompted 
every  citizen  with  whom  I  had  any  conversation,  that  we  should  adopt  the  very  next 
best  course  we  could  in  the  absence  of  the  registration-lists,  which  were  a  prereqaiaite 
to  holding  an  election. 

WHY  NO  NOTICES  WERE  GIVEN. 

Q.  Was  it  not  possible  to  post  notices  in  the  various  precincts  that  there  would  be 
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an  election  held,  and  publish  ifc  ia  your  county  newspapers  ?  Do  you  have  any 
newspaper  in  your  county  f — A.  We  have  no  newspaper  in  the  county. 

Q.  Would  it  not  have  been  possible  to  haveposteil  notices  in  the  various  precincts  ? — 
A.  It  was  possible;  but  everybody  in  the  county  believed  the  people  in  the  county  had 
notice,  and  I  can  ^ive  you  the  reason,  if  it  is  proper. 

Q.  Certainly. — ^A.  I  would  like  to  get  it  out.  As  a  matter  of  course,  I  do  not  want  to 
snggest  or  say  anything  that  is  improper  before  the  committee ;  but  Manatee  County 
is  a  county  of  large  area,  and  the  bulk  of  the  population  resides  in  about  two  or 
three  belts,  and  they  come  to  the  county-seat  very  often,  and  the  county  court,  and 
have  business;  and  then  nearly  everybody  in  the  county  does  his  trading  at  Manatee 
village,  where  every  person  took  means  to  let  the  people'know  there  would  be  an  elec- 
tion. In  fact,  1  swear,  on  my  oath,  that  I  don't  believe,  positively,  there  were  ten  men 
in  Manatee  County  but  who  knew  there  would  be  an  election  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber. 

Q.  Was  not  this  notice  circulated  by  democrats,  and  to  democrats  exclusively,  ex- 
cept in  the  remarks  that  you  made,  giving  such  publicity  as  would  be  given  at  a  dem- 
ocratic political  meeting  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  two  democrats  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it, 
and  after  I  got  home  (and  I  was  in  the  county)  I  did  what  I  could.  There  are  a  great 
many  persons  who  do  not  take  the  lead  in  any thingmf  that  kind,  but  there  were  two 
l^rsons  who  made  it  their  business  to  send  men  to  the  different  precincts  to  give  no- 
tice. Captain  Uarllee  furnished  horses  and  sent  men  to  go  to  the  different  precincts 
Hud  tell  the  people  that  there  would  be  an  election. 

Q.  Is  he  a  democrat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  moderate  man,  moderate  in  his  politics. 

Q.  Did  he  send  word  to  the  democrats,  or  did  he  take  pains  to  hunt  up  republicans 
and  tell  them  ? — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  take  pains  to  hunt  up  any  particular  persons 
that  I  know. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  form  of  the  blanks  which  you  have  here  ? — A.  I  received 
the  printed  form  from  Mr.  Jesse  Gates  in  Manatee  Village. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? — A.  A  young  man ;  a  farmer. 

Q.  What  office  does  he  bold  f  — A.  No  office. 

Q.  What  political  position  does  he  hold  ? — A.  He  is  a  member  of  a  democratic  club. 

Q.  Where  did  he  get  the  forms  f — A.  I  do  not  know  where  he  got  the  printed  forms, 
bnt  the  oath  and  the  certificates  I  drew  up  myself.  It  was,  the  printed  blanks  which 
I  got  from  Mr.  Gates. 

Q.  Let  me  see  the  copy  of  the  printed  blanks  ? — A.  Here  is  one.    [Blank  produced.] 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Gates  got  these  blanks  ? — A.  I  do  not  to  my  own  knowl- 
tdjfe. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  where  he  got  them  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom  ?— -A.  From  the  democratic  State  executive  committee. 

Q.  While  you  were  making  this  announcement  at  the  democratic  meetings,  why  did 
not  yon  take  the  trouble  to  post  notices  at  the  several  precinct  places,  giving  notices 
of  the  appointment  of  inspectors  f — A.  Because  I  went  around,  as  I  told  you,  to  Mr. 
Oreen,  and  asked  him  for  tne  names  of  the  inspectors,  and  he  told  me  he  could  not  let 
me  have  the  names  of  the  inspectors  who  had  been  appointed  and  the  registration- 
lists.  I  then  waited  to  adopt  the  course  of  the  law,  which  you  will  see  gives  the  people 
the  right,  on  the  day  of  election,  to  select  inspectors  viva  voce.  That  was  the  next  legal 
fitep  I  could  take. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  was  impossible  for  you  to  get  from  Mr.  Bartholf  the 
names  of  the  precinct-inspectors  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  and  a«k  him  for  them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  see  him  f — A.  He  was  tweniy-live  miles  from  there  and  sick  in 
bed. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Green  a  clerk  for  him  in  a  dry-goods  store  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  a  gen- 
eral fnrnishing  store;  not  dry  goods  particularly. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Green  object  to  giving  up  papers  belonging  to  Mr.  Bartholf,  and  not 
object  to  giving  you  information  of  the  names  of  the  inspectors! — A.  I  did  not  ask 
him  for  information.  I  asked  him  for  the  papers  themselves,  and  he  refused  to  let  me 
bave  any  papers,  saying  that  Mr.  Bartholf  had  positively  instructed  him  not  to  let  any 
papergo  out  of  the  clerk's  office. 

Q*  Was  there  any  entry  on  public  record  of  the  names  of  inspectors  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  a  right,  as  county  judge,  to  an  inspection  of  county  records? — A.  They 
were  locked  up  and  I  could  not  break  open  the  clerk's  desk.  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  do  80.  and  I  did  not  want  to  do  anything  that  I  was  doubtful  of  the  propriety  or 
the  legality  of. 

Q*  How  long  before  the  election  did  you  make  this  demand  7 — A.  It  was,  I  think, 
about  two  weeks ;  maybe  not  so  much. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Bartholf,  the  former  clerk,  the  man  who  had  charge  of  the  papers,  was 
within  twenty-five  miles  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  not  a  messenger  have  reached  him  there  in  half  a  day,  and  brought  back 
hw  consent  that  you  should  get  the  list  of  inspectors  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  messenger  might 
have  reached  him,  but  I  can  explain  the  reason  why  we  did  not  send  for  him. 
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Q.  Explain  your  reason  why  you  did  not  send  a  messenger  to  him  reqaesting  the 
courtesy  of  the  sight  of  the  order  of  the  commissioners. — A.  Knowing  his  positive 
character,  I  was  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  and  we  agreed  in  fact,  Captain  Harlleeand 
Doctor  Pelot  and  myself,  that  after  we  had  seen  Mr.  Green  and  heard  what  he  had 
said,  that  Mr.  Bartholf  ha<l  said  that  we  could  not  have  any  of  the  papers,  it  would  be 
a  fruitless  endeavor  to  undertake  to  get  any  information  from  him.  That  was  sug- 
gested by  myself,  to  go  and  see  him,  but  they  dissuaded  me  from  it. 

Q.  Are  those  gentlemen  who  dissuaded  you  from  it  democrats  or  republicans  ? — A. 
Democrats. 

Q.  So,  on  account  of  Mr.  Bartholfs  positive  character,  you  were  certain  that  he,  the 
county  clerk,  would  not  have  allowed  you,  the  county  judge,  to  have  a  sight  of  the 
county  records f — A.  Yes, sir;  that  was  my  reason. 

Q.  Did  you  send  to  each  preciuct  this  copy  of  the  oath,  4fec.,  that  you  made  up  ? — A. 
Every  preciuct  in  the  county. 

NO  BLANKS  SENT  TO  REPUBLICANS. 

Q.  Did  you  send  the  copies  to  democrats,  or  did  you  send  any  of  them  to  republi- 
cans?— A.  I  do  not  think  I  sent  any  to  republicans;  I  sent  them  to  democrats. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not,  at  the  same'  time,  send  a  notice  to  be  posted  np,  designating  the 
place  where  the  election  would  be  held,  so  that  there  could  be  no  question  of  notice  f — 
A.  At  that  time  we  thought  the  thing  was  so  perfectly  public  that  we  did  not  deem  it 
necessary,  and  the  time  was  very  short.  But  everybody  knew  there  would  be  an 
election. 

Q.  But  the  law  makes  it  a  prominent  duty  to  give  thirty  days'  notice.  It  requires 
the  notice,  and  it  does  not  require  rumors  circulated  around  among  political  parties. 
With  particular  emphasis  it  requires  notice  to  be  given.  Why  did  you  neglect  such 
an  obvious  means  to  get  notice  out  T— A.  Because  the  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
sheriff,  and  the  sherifif  had  failed  to  perform  his  duty  in  posting  the  notices ;  and  be- 
cause I  thought,  if  he  could  not  give  the  notices,  it  would  not  he  any  greater  strength 
to  the  legality  for  me  to  have  the  notices  sent  out  as  an  individual. 

Q.  Not  as  to  the  legality.  I  did  not  mean  as  with  reference  to  that,  but  would  it 
not  have  been  better  evidence  of  fair-play  to  both  parties  f  I  suppose  you  are  a  good 
lawyer,  as  you  are  a  Judge,  and  you  would  admit  that  none  of  these  proceediDgs  are 
legal,  and  the  only  point  to  know  is  if  they  are  fair.    Is  not  that  so  T 

BELIEVES  IT  ▲  FAIR  ELECTION. 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe,  before  God,  that  the  vote  in  Manatee  County  was  as  fair  as  any 
vote  ever  held  in  the  world,  because  everv  man  had  as  free  an  opportunity  as  he  had 
anywhere  in  the  United  States  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  and  vote  if  he  desired ;  and  I 
believe  many  good  republicans  who  would  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  were  dis- 
suaded from  voting  by  Captain  Green  from  private  purposes.  I  will  explain  it  in  this 
way :  That  the  notice  necessary  to  be  given  is  only  necessary  in  very  few  portions  of 
the  county,  and  I  had  seen  the  tax-collector  and  other  officers  in  reference  to  the  elec- 
tion ;  and  you  will  find  from  the  oath  at  Pine  Level  precinct  that  nearly  every  repub- 
lican officer  in  the  county  voted.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  whether  every  republican 
officer  in  the  county  did  not  vote,  with  the  exception  of  the  sheriff;  so  that  you  will 
see  that  they  really  did  have  notice. 

Q.  How  large  is  that  county  f — A.  Eighty  miles  by  ninety  miles. 

Q.  How  many  precincts  are  in  it? — ^A.  I  think  about  twelve  precincts. 

Q.  How  far  is  the  most  distant  preciuct  from  the  county-seat  f — A.  The  most  distant 
precinct,  I  take  it,  is  50  miles. 

Q.  Those  officers  who  voted  reside  at  the  county -seat,  do  they  not  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  they  reside  f — A.  N.  H.  De  Coster,  who  voted,  resides  26  miles  fix)m  the 
county-seat,  at  HicKory  Bluff. 

Q.  Is  there  any  republican  vote  at  Hickory  Bluff  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  came  up  to  Pine 
Level  and  voted. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  at  Pine  Level  before  the  election  ? — A.  He  may  have  come  there 
the  evening  before  the  election.  He  was  there  when  I  got  there,  and  I  went  to  Pine 
Level  and  voted. 

Q.  May  not  he  have  found,  when  he  got  to  Pine  Level,  that  there  was  an  election 
going  on,  although  he  left  his  own  precinct  under  the  iuipresHion  that  there  would  not 
be  an  election  ? — A.  No,  sir;  he  knew  there  was  to  be  an  election. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  be  knew  there  was  to  be  an  election  f— A.  Because  I  spoke  to 
him  upon  the  subject  and  advised  him  about  the  matter,  and  {eriuaded  him  to  vote. 

Q.  Give  me  the  name  of  another.— A.  James  D.  Yeomans  is  another  republican  offi- 
cer, who  lived  about  sixteen  miles  from  there,  and  ho  voted. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  ? — A.  He  voted  at  Pine  Level. 

Q.  Did  he  come  into  Pine  Level  to  vote  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  came  there  pur- 
posely to  vote. 

Q.  But  he  did  not  vote  at  his  own  precinct  f— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  coDsnlt  with  him  about  the  election  before  that  day  ? — A.  Before  that 
day  f    I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  did  not  come  in  from  his  precinct,  not  knowing  there  was  an 
election,  and  voted  sixteen  miles  off  when  he  found  out  there  was  an  election  t — A. 
Because  I  heard  him  say  in  the  morning  that  he  did  not  intend  to  vote,  and  that  he 
did  not  believe  the  election  was  legal,  and  that  he  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
it,  and  that  he  was  going  to  contest  it. 

Q.  That  was  what  he  said  at  Pine  Level  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  had  been  at  Pine 
Level  and  Manatee  and  other  points  where  the  question  was  entirely  discussed. 

Q.  And  these  republicans,  knowing  there  was  to  be  an  election,  concluded  it  was 
entirelv  illegal  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  every  man,  until  I  made  a  speech  to  them  in  the  morn- 
ing, wnen  1  convinced  them  it  was  legal,  and  they  voted. 

Q.  Where  did  you  make  that  speech  f — A.  At  Pine  Level. 

Q.  That  speech  you  did  not,  of  course!,  have  an  opportunity  of  making  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent precincts  in  the  county  f— A.  No,  sir ;  there  are  very  few  repulHican  voters  in 
the  county.    I  do  not  believe  there  are  more  than  30  or  35. 

THE  VOTE  OP  THE  COUNTY. 

Q.  How  many  voters  were  there  in  that  county  in  1869! — ^A.  I  think  there  were 
about  205  or  210 ;  something  over  200  votes. 

Q.  That  was  the  time  the  republicans  carried  the  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  what  majority  did  the  republicans  use  to  carry  the  county  ? — ^A.  Well,  since  I 
went  there,  in  1868,  the  democrats 

Q.  In  1868,  how  large  a  majority  did  the  republicans  have  ? — A.  It  has  been  a  long 
time  since  then,  but  in  1868  I  do  not  think  thoy  had  a  majority^. 

Q.  But  they  elected  Green  there  for  two  terms  in  the  legislature,  which,  you  see, 
was  a  republican  success,  and  then  you  were  elected  as  an  independent,  so  that  there 
must  have  been  a  republican  majority  when  Green  was  elected  ? — A.  But  that  was 
before  1868. 

Q.  That  yon  were  elected  f— A.  No :  I  was  elected  in  1869. 

Q.  Then  he  was  elected  in  1868  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  in  1867,  two  years  before  that. 

Q.  Then  answer  my  question  in  relation  to  1867.— A.  I  think  that  at  that  time  the  poli- 
tics of  the  coimty  were  very  nearly  equal. 

Q.  And  with  all  this  influx  of  men  irom  Iowa,  Massachusetts,  Illinois,  &c,,  the  republi- 
can vote  has  been  diminishing,  now,  until  in  this  election  there  were  bow  many  votes  cast  ? — 
A,  There  were  27  republican  votes  cast. 

Q.  In  the  whole  county  Y — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  last  time  when  they  had  a  candidate  for  the 
legislature  the  strength  of  the  party  was  seventy-five  or  eighty  votes,  two  years  ago,  when 
the  election  was  held.  Since  tnen  prominent  men  have  changed,  and  changed  with  them  a 
large  number  of  persons  who  were  then  republicans. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  At  the  last  general  election  what  was  the  strength  of  the  two  parties  ?~A.  Four  years 
ago? 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  1874,  if  there  was  an  election  in  both  years. — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  had 
a  congressional  election,  and  then  we  had  an  election  ii\  1872,  when  General  Grant  was 
elected. 

Q.  In  1672,  what  was  the  strength  of  the  two  parties  in  Manatee  County  f — A.  I  think  the 
vote  was  something  over  two  hundred  and  fifty.  These  are  matters  I  have  kept  not  much 
account  of.    There  was  quite  a  democratic  majority  in  the  county. 

THE  RELATIVE  STRENGTH  OF  THE  PARTIES. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  full  vote  of  the  county,  both  democratic  and  republican  ? — A.  I 
think  the  republican  vote  was  between  about  seventy-five  and  eighty-five,  and  the  demo* 
cratic  vote  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-five.  It  was  double,  I 
know,  at  least. 

Q.  Was  that  the  same  proportion  in  74  at  the  coDgressional  election  ?— A.  I  think  it  has 
been  increasing  every  year — the  democratic  majority  has.  • 

Q.  What  was  it  this  year? — A.  The  fall  vote  was  two  hundred  and  eighty -nine,  I  think — 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  or  two  hundred  and  eightv-nine.  I  can  tell  by  referring  to 
the  record.  The  vote  for  presidential  electors  was  26  for  the  Hayes  electors  and  262  for  the 
democratic  electors,  making  288  in  all. 

Q.  Was  an  election  held  in  all  the  precincts  ? — A.  All,  excepting  two,  and  there  were 
not  enough  persons  at  those  two  precincts  to  form  the  necessary  quorum  to  do  the  business. 

Q.  After  your  application  to  Mr.  Green,  the  newly-appointed  clerk,  and  his  refusal,  you 
then  took  such  steps  as  you  thought  the  nearest  legal  that  yon  could  have? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  notice  ot  the  election  was  had  all  over  the  county  ? — A.  I  am  satis- 
fied  there  was.  There  was  not  a  man  in  the  county  who  did  not  know  that  there  would 
not  be  an  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November.  We  sent  messengers  to  every  precinct 
in  the  county  to  let  them  know. 
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Q.  Have  you  the  precinct  returns  of  Manatee  County  ? — A.  I  have  here  the  precinct  re- 
turns of  each  precinct,  as  they  came  up  to  the  board  of  canvasserR. 

Q.  Will  you  allow  a  copy  to  be  made  of  the  certificate  of  the  county  canvassers,  show- 
ing th%  entire  number  of  votes  cast,  and  a  copy  of  the  poll-book  and  oath  of  qualification 
for  one  of  the  precincts,  say  Pine  Level  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  copies  are  as  follows  : 

Certificate  of  county  canvass. 

State  of  Florida,  Manatee  County  : 

We,  the  undersip^ned,  £.  M.  Graham,  judge  of  the  coustv  court,  J.  B.  Mizell,  sheriff, 
and  Ziba  King,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  county  canvassers  of  an  election  held  in  Manatee 
County  and  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto  approved  February  27, 
1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  in  the  said  county  of  Manatee  was 
-as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor — The  whole  4iumber  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  (289)  two  hundred  and 
■eighty-nine. 

George  T.  Drew  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes. 

Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  (27)  twenty-seven  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor — The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  were  as 
follows,  viz:  {2SS)  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  votes. 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes. 

David  Montgomery  received  (26)  twenty-six  votes. 

For  presidential  electors — Whole  number  of  votes  cast  (288)  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Wilkinson  Call  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty -two  votes. 

Robert  Bullock  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Whole  number  of  votes  cast  (288)  two  hundred  and 
•eighty-eight. 

R.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  (263)  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  votes. 

W.  J.  Porman  received  (25)  twenty-five  votes. 

For  members  of  the  aasembly — Whole  number  of  votes  cast  (257)  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven. 

Wm.  E.  Loper  received  (257)  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes. 

For  constable — The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  constable  was  ( 188)  one  hundred  and 
•eighty-eight. 

E.  Glazier  received  (57)  fifty-seven  votes. 
Maxfield  McClellan  received  (28)  twenty-eight  votes. 
Henrv  E.  Carlton  received  (24),  twenty-four  votes. 
David  Addison  received  (J 7)  seventeen  votes. 

A.  McNeill  received  (10)  ten  votes. 
William  F.  Parrish  received  (8)  eight  votes. 
C.  A.  Tumor  received  ( 10)  ten  votes. 
0. 8  Morey  received  (4)  four  votes. 

F.  B.  Hagin  received  (2)  two  votes. 
Joseph  Brooker  received  ( 1 )  one  vote. 
Scattering  received  (5)  five  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Pine  Level,  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being 
<the  6th  day  after  said  election. 

E.  M.  '5RAHAM, 
CourUfi  Judge  of  Manatee  County, 
J.  B.  MIZELL, 
Sheriff  Manatae  Countw, 
Z.  KING, 
Justice  Peace,  Manatee  County, 
'^TATE  OF  Florida,  Manatee  County : 

I,  E.  M.  Graham,  judge  of  the  county  court  in  and  for  Manatee  County,  do  hereby  certify 
the  foregoing  to  be  a  tme  record  and  copy  of  the  result  of  the  election  held  on  the  seventh 
<7th)  November,  A.  D.  1876,  made  by  the  board  of  canvassers  for  Manatee  County,  made  and 
recorded  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
Witness  my  hand  at  Pine  Level,  in  said  county,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

E.  M.  GRAHAM, 

County  Judge, 

Poll-book  for  Pine  Level  precinct ;  oath  of  qualification. 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  twenty-one  years  of  age,  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  resided  in  this  State  for  one  year  and  in  the  county  six  months  next  pre- 
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cedng  tbis  election ;  and  that  I  have  not  voted  at  this  election,  and  that  I  am  not  disquali- 
fied to  vote  by  the  judgment  of  any  court ;  and  that  I  have  been  a  registered  voter  in  the 
county  of  Manatee  for  a  period  of  more  than  six  days  next  preceding  this  election. 


Ko.       Names  of  voters. 
I    £.  M.  Graham 
U  N.H.DeCoster 

3  E.  O.  Morgan 

4  E.  E.  Mizell 

5  A.  Rimer 

6  George  M.  AUbritton 

7  A.  S.  Enecks 

8  Thomas  E.  Ramsay 

9  Joel  Knight 
JO  M.  F.Giddens 

11  I.W.Daniels 

12  R.  A.  Keukion 

13  John  Weeks 

14  Thomas  Howard 

15  T.  H.Albriton 

16  W.C.Clay 

17  Wm.C.  Piatt 
IS  J.H.Tucker 
JD  Wells  Hanchey 


No.       Names  of  voters. 
'20  Wm.  8.  Curry 

21  George  Richman 

22  Jacob  Simmons 

23  Andrew  Green 

24  Isaac  Gray 

25  E.  W.Albriton 

26  M.  M.  Driggers 

27  Louis  Daniels 

28  George  C.  Mizelle 

29  Wm.  McLeod,  jr 

30  Wm.  McLeod, 'sr 

31  T.L.Thigpen 

32  L.  K.  Piatt 

33  O.  H.  Albritton 

34  G.  A.  Driggens 

35  C.  H.  Whidden 

36  L.  D.  Dupree 

37  N.  O.  Waldron 

38  Wm.  E.  Loper 


No.        Names  of  voters. 

39  Wm.  C.  Hayman 

40  Edward  Oglesby 

41  F.M.Howard 

42  J.  H.  Whidden 

43  Morgan  Miyell 

44  F.  M.  Johnson 

45  John  Loman 

46  William  Ham 

47  James  H.  Johnson 

48  James  M.  Yon  mans 

49  H.  G.  Barnhill 

50  Henry  Messer 

51  J.  M.  Hendry 

52  Nathan  Low 

53  William  Low 

54  A.  F.  Walker 

55  J.  M.  Powell 


State  of  Florida,  Manatee  County : 

"We,  the  undersigned  inspectors  of  election,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  oath  of 
qaalification  was  duly  administered  to  each  and  every  person  whose  name  appears  w^ritteu 
thereunder. 

WM.C.   HAYMAN, 

Inspector. 
HENRY  MESSER, 

Inspector, 
H.  G.  BARNHILL, 

Inspector, 
A.  8.  Ekbcks,  Clerk. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  that  all  the  papers  sent  to  the  other  precincts  were  similar  to  this  for 
Pine  Level  precinct  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  except  one. 

Q.  W^hich  is  that?— A.  That  is  Fort  Ogden  precinct. 

Q.  What  is  the  distinction  in  Fort  Ogden  precinct  f — A.  At  Fort  Ogden  precinct  there 
were  16  votes  polled  which  were  sent  in  on  one  list,  and  26  ot.  another.  There  were  two 
lists,  and  there  were  sixteen  parties  who  had  not  taken  the  necessary  oath  to  make  it  legal, 
and  to  be  perfectly  honest  in  the  matter.  I  suggested  the  16  votes  be  thrown  off.  which  re- 
duced the  votes  down  to  26.  Instead  of  canvassing  the  whole  votes,  we  threw  off  16  votes, 
making  the  whole  vote  26. 

Q.  It  wus  the  county  canvassers  who  did  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  county  canvassers. 

Q.  But  these  are  the  precinct  returns,  are  they  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  precinct  returns 
come  to  us  and  are  alike,  and  all  the  other  papers  are  alike,  with  the  exception  that  there 
are  two  oaths  from  Fort  Ogden,  42  in  one  oath  and  26  in  the  other.  The  oath  is  the  same, 
but  it  did  not  show  that  the  people  were  registered,  and,  to  be  particular,  at  my  suggestion 
the  county  canvassers  threw  them  out.    All  the  other  precincts  took  the  exact  oath. 

Q.  The  names  of  the  voters  were  certified  as  having  taken  that  oath  7 — A.  Every  one. 

Q.  Except  at  Fort  Ogden,  where  sixteen  others  took  the  modified  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  you  threw  out? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  sent  the  vote  of  the  whole  county,  the  general  canvass,  to  the  governor  and  the 
secretary  of  state  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  you  present  during  the  day  at  Pine  Level  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  names  of  the  voters  there  are  put  down  in  different  handwritings,  are  they  not,  as 
if  each  had  subscribed  his  name?— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  find  from  these  returns  that  in  some 
places  the  names  were  written  by  the  clerk  or  inspector,  and  in  other  places  every  individual 
was  made  to  put  his  name  down,  as  in  Pine  Level,  where  every  man  seems  to  have  signed 
bis  own  name.  They  did  not  know  whether  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  sign  their  own 
names,  and  they  were  written  by  the  inspectors.  There  are  not  many  of  them  where  all 
the  names  of  those  that  voted  are  written  by  the  clerk  or  inspector  ot  election. 

Q.  Take  this  case  of  Fort  Hartsuff,  where  the  certificate  of  all  the  names  of  the  men  that 
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Toted  and  were  sworn,  and  where  the  certificate  of  the  inspectors  themselves  seems  to  have 
been  written  in  th^^  same  hand  1 — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  same  hand.  The 
country  people  wiite  very  nearly  alike,  and  I  think  every  man  signed  his  own  hand. 

Q.  Have  you  here  the  ballots  that  were  cast  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  them  hero.     There  are  some  few  here.     [Ballots  produced.] 

Q.  Are  these  the  ballots  actually  cast  at  that  election  ?— A.  'Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  all  the  ballots  here  in  the  city  that  were  cast  at  that  election  ? — A.  I  ex- 
pect I  have.  The  law  does  not  require  the  ballots  to  be  retained,  and  hence  I  did  not  brings 
them  here,  as  absolutely  necessary,  though  I  think  I  have  every  ballot  that  was  cast. 

Q.  Were  the  ballots  sent  in  from  every  precinct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  ? — A.  To  me  and  the  clerk. 

Q.  But  you  had  no  clerk?  -A.  Well,  they  sent  them  in,  and  the  certificates  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  clerk  and  to  me,  and  the  ballots  came  along  with  the  certificates  without  any 
particular  address  on  them. 

Q.  How  did  the  inspectors  send  them  ? — A.  In  boxes  locked  up  and  sent  in  with  other 
papers  that  came  in  to  me  and  the  clerk. 

Q.  To  whom  was  the  box  directed  t— A.  The  box  was  directed  to  no  one. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  ? — A.  One  of  the  inspectors  or  the  clerk  of  election — either  one  or  the 
other. 

Q.  Who  did  he  deliver  it  to  ? — A.  He  delivered  the  papers  to  me,  and   the  sheriff  was 

f)re8ent  and  saw  everything  before  I  attempted  to  canvass,  and  saw  that  the  boxes  were  all 
ocked  and  sealed. 

Q.  How  were  they  sealed  ? — A.  Some  sealed  with  sealing-wax,  and  some  bad  pieces  of 
paper  put  over  them,  and  some  had  a  lock  and  key,  a  padlock,  and  some  had  straps. 

Q.  Who  had  possession  of  the  key  while  they  were  being  transported  f — A.  Either  the 
inspector  or  the  clerk  of  the  election. 

Q.  The  man  who  brought  the  box  brought  the  key  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  charge  of  the 
whole  thing  until  he  got  to  Pine  Level.  I  was  there  and  waited  the  six  days  required  bj 
law,  and,  on  the  last  day,  the  last  return  was  made,  and  we  proceeded,  the  sheriff,  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  myself,  to  open  the  boxes. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  require  the  clerk  to  act  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  bad  no  clerk. 

Q.  Have  vou  any  certificate  or  statement  accompanying  the  returns,  that  there  was  no 
clerk  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  require  tbat  the  clerk  shall  act,  and  that  if  he  does  not  act  the  sheriff 
shall  be  called  in  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  show  by  the  returns  the  disability  of  the  clerk. — A.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  law  that  has  been  argued  before  the  supreme  court  at  the  capitol,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  their  decision  is. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  for  your  judgment  as  an  expert  ? — A.  The  law  does  not  prescribe  it, 
and  I  do  not  thim;  it  necessary. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  it  necessary  in  a  case  where  the  sheriff  may  be  called  in  when  some 
contingency  happens  to  show  that  such  contingency  did  happen  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary.  I  think  it  would  be  best,  under  all  circumstances,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  prove  the  contingency.  I  think  that  the  burden  of  proof  would  lie  upon  the 
party  who  tried  to  show  that  the  parties  did  not  act  according  to  law,  under  the  contin- 
gency. 


Tallahassee,  December  19,  1876. 

AN  AGENT  WHO  COULD  NOT  GO  TO  MANATEE  COUNTY. 

W.  T.  Webster  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  Tallahassee. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— A.  Draughtsman. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  t— A.  Nearly  eight  years. 

Q.  How  long  in  the  State  ?— A.  About  the  same  time. 

Q.  Were  you  sent  by  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  or  any  one  on  their  behalf,  toward 
Manatee  County,  after  the  late  election,  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  election  in  that  county  f 
— A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  who  sent  you,  and  what  happened  to  you  on  the  trip,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  any 
impediment  of  your  way.— A.  We  received  our  instructions  from  Mr. William  E.  Chandler, 
who  was  here  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  were  your  instructions  t— A.  To  ascertain,  in  the  first  place,  if  there  had  been  a 
valid  election  in  Manatee  County,  and  get  any  information  in  regara  to  that  that  we  could. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  more  specific  than  that  ? — A.  The  instructions  were  partly  in 
writing,  but  I  did  not  see  them.    The  gentleman  who  was  with  me  did. 
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Q.  Is  that  writin^f  here  now ? — A.  No, sir;  it  was  destroyed.  It  was  destroyed  soon  af- 
ter we  left  Sumterville,  on  our  return,  and  we  did  not  think  it  safe  to  keep  them. 

Q.  As  you  were  verbally  told,  what  were  your  instructions  ?— A.  That  is  about  all  I  rec- 
ollect.   My  memory  is  very  poor. 

Q.  To  ascertain  that  an  election  had  been  held  there  according  to  law  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  if 
the  clerk  had  authority  to  act,  or  if  the  deputy  had.  The  clerk  had  resigned,  and  another 
one  had  been  appointed  in  his  place,  but  had  not  qualified,  and  we  were  to  ascertain  if  one 
of  his  deputies  or  the  deputy  of  the  one  that  had  resigned  acted. 

Q.  Were  you  to  ascertain  whether  any  appointments  had  been  made  of  precincts,  and 
any  registration? — A.  I  do  not  recollect;  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Answer  the  rest  of  my  question,  as  to  impediments. — A.  I  suppose  you  don't  want  me 
to  commence  at  the  beginning  f 

Q.  No,  sir ;  only  where  you  met  any  impediments. — A.  We  arrived  at  Sumterville  at 
aboat  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  As  we  were  passing  by  the  store — there  was  only 
one  store  in  the  place — ^a  gentleman  stepped  out  and  asked  us  to  stop.  Right  near  him  was 
a  crowd  of  perhaps  ten  or  a  dozen  men.  He  said  the  country  was  very  much  disturbed 
down  there,  and  he  thought  we  had  better  not  go  any  farther  ;  that  we  could  not  go  in  safe- 
ty. He  said  the  reason  was  that  the  country  was  very  much  disturbed,  and  people  were 
very  excited,  and  one  man  was  already  down  there  getting  up  false  affidavits,  &c. ;  that 
they  had  democratic  majorities  there  in  those  counties — I  do  not  know  that  he  said  large 
democratic  majorities — and  thev  did  not  feel  disposed  to  have  them  interfered  with,  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect.  He  said  the  roads  were  picketed,  and  then  another  man  standing 
there  said  that  we  had  been  followed  from  Okalla. 

Q.  By  what  conveyance  were  you  traveling  7 — A.  Carriage. 

Q.  And  was  anything  further  said  ? — A.  They  said  they  had  been  telegraphed  from 
Okalla  that  we  were  suspicious  characters,  and  they  asked  if  we  had  any  papers. 

Q.  Did  they  state  any  terms  on  which  you  could  proceed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did.  They 
said  they  would  furnish  a  guide  to  go  with  us,  and  we  could  stop  at  houses  of  good  demo- 
crats on  the  way,  and  he  would  go  down  with  us  ;  and,  as  we  did  not  care  to  have  any 
g;uide  or  anybody  with  us,  we  concluded  not  to  go. 

Q.  Could  you  not  have  gone  on,  in  spite  of  this  obstruction  7 — A.  Well,  we  might  have 
gone  on,  but  we  concluded  our  lives  were  not  safe  to  go  on.  They  said  the  people  were 
very  much  disturbed  down  there,  and  alarmed,  and  the  roads  were  picketed,  or  something 
to  that  effect,  and  my  companion,  who  had  been  down  in  that  country  before,  knew  about 
-what  kind  of  people  lived  there. 

Q.  And,  on  conference,  you  turned  back  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  near  did  you  get  to  the  county  ? — A.  They  said  it  was  90  or  100  miles  from  there 
to  Tampa,  and  we  were  to  go  to  Tampa  first. 

Q.  Is  Tampa  in  the  county  ? — A.  ^o,  sir ;  in  Hillsborough. 

Q.  And  your  instructions  were  to  examine  into  Hillsborough  and  Manatee  ?— A.  I  do  not 
recollect  about  Hillsborough,  but  I  think  we  were  to  see  parties  there. 

Q.  And  get  information  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  Tampa  is  in  Hernando  County,  if  I  recol- 
lect aright. 

Q.  When  they  asked  yon  if  yon  had  papers,  did  they  name  any  particular  kind  of  papers — 
a  pass  from  any  bod  v  f — A.  No,  sir ;  they  told  us,  though,  that  one  thing  looked  suspicious, 
that  we  had  stopped  the  night  before  with  a  man  of  bad  character,  a  republican,  and  that 
if  we  had  stopped  with  democrats  on  the  way  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty,  or  if  we 
had  letters  of  introduction  from  any  of  the  members  of  the  democratic  executive  committee. 

Q.  Was  this  man  with  whom  you  had  stopped  a  man  of  bad  character,  except  that  he 
was  a  republican  7— A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  You  saw  nothing  suspicious  about  his  establishment  yourself  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  took 
him  to  be  a  pretty  good  man.  and  not  a  bad  man. 

Q.  Stato  when  it  was  that  you  started. — A.  I  think  it  was  the  23d  of  November  that  we 
reached  Sumterville ;  I  won't  be  certain. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  here?— A.  We  left  here  the  Sunday  before  that;  we  left  here 
Sunday  night  and  arrived  at  Gainesville  Monday  noon,  and  Monday  night  at  Okalla,  and 
Tuesday  at  Sumterville. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  your  instructions  ? — A.  Between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  Sun- 
day nikht. 

Q.  JDo  you  remember  what  was  in  the  written  instructions T — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see 
them.  We  were  in  very  much  of  a  hurry.  The  engine  that  took  us  down  had  to  be  back 
the  next  morning. 

Q.  Did  vou  know  the  man  who  interrogated  you? — ^A.  He  gave  his  name  as  Clark,  and 
said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Q.  That  was  at  Sumterville  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  offered  to  furnish  you  a  guide  and  let  you  pro- 
ceed?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  told  you  it  was  dangerous,  in  the  excited  state  of  the  country,  to  go  alone  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


366  FLORIDA — MANATEE   COUNTY. 

Q.  You  were  then  making  your  way  to  Tampa  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  pass  through  Manatee  to  go  to  Tampa  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  Manatee  is  farther 
south. 

Q.  Would  the  road  to  Manatee  necessarily  carry  you  through  Tampa ;  is  it  the  nearest 
road  ?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  that  country.  I  think,  however, 
there  is  another  road. 

Q.  Nearer  to  Manatee  7 — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  so ;  that  is,  from  Sumterville. 

Q.  From  here  how  would  it  be;  is  the  direct  road  through  Sumterville f — A.  Yes,  sir,  I 
believe  it  is.  The  nearest  way  would  be  that  road.  The  nearest  way  would  be  by  boat,  I 
presume,  from  Cedar  Keys. 

Q.  To  Manatee  T— A.  Yes  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  anything  dangerous  in  traveling  through  that  country,  except  for  political 
purposes  or  on  account  of  political  excitement;  was  it  at  all  dangerous  for  a  democrat  to 
pass  through  that  country,  as  this  man  represented  to  you  ?— A.  There  had  been  two  par- 
ties that  I  know  who  had  passed  through  there,  one  gentleman  that  I  know.  At  Gaines- 
ville, where  we  got  our  team,  we  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  it  on  account  of  other  parties 
who  had  gone  ahead  of  us  to  South  Florida ;  and  we  heaid  of  one  party  at  one  place  on  the 
road  below  us. 

Q.  As  those  persons  stated  this  matter  to  vou,  was  it  dangerous  for  a  democrat,  or  only 
for  a  republican  to  go  through  there  7— A.  They  did  not  say.  They  said  it  was  dangerous 
to  travel  through. 

Q.  Did  they  say  to  you  that  if  you  would  go  along  and  take  a  democratic  guide  which 
they  would  furnish,  and  stop  at  democratic  bouses,  you  would  have  no  trouble  f — A.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  said  we  would  have  no  trouble,  but  they  intimated  that. 

Q.  That  is,  they  said  it  would  be  unsafe  for  you  if  you  did  not  do  that  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
that  it  would  be  very  unsafe ;  and  I  thought  it  was  very  unsafe  for  me.    They  thought  that 
I  was  Major  Purman ;  at  least,  they  said  so. 


Tallahassee   Tlmrsda^,  Ikcember  2U  1876, 

A  PASS  FROM  THE  DEMOCRATIC  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  NECESSARY  FOR  SAFETY. 

Samuel  Hamblen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — Answer.  Quincy,  Augustine  County. 

Q.  Were  you  requested  by  any  parties,  and,  if  so,  by  whom,  to  go  to  Manatee  County 
after  the  late  election, for  anv  purpose;  and,  if  so,  whatf — A.  I  was  requested  by  General 
Lytle,  Mr.  William  E.  Chandler,  Colonel  Martin,  and,  I  think,  General  Barlow.  I  had  con- 
versation with  all  those  gentleman. 

Q.  What  were  you  requested  to  do  by  them  7 — A.  I  was  requested  to  proceed  to  the 
counties  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  Manatee  and  Polk,  and  ascertain  generally  the 
manner  in  which  the  election  had  been  conducted. 

Q.  Did  you  have  written  instructions  7 — A.  I  had  written  instructions. 

Q.  Where  are  those  instructions  now  ;  were  they  preserved  or  destroyed  ? — A.  I  destrojed 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  read  them  7 — A.  I  did  not,  excepting  as  I  examined  them  in  conversation  be- 
fore leaving  this  point. 

Q.  What  was  toe  purport  of  them  7 — A.  The  purport  of  the  instructions,  as  far  as  I  ex- 
amined them,  was,  as  far  as  I  received  from  them  verbally,  to  make  a  general  examination 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  elections  were  conducted,  and  trace  them  through;  ex- 
amine the  returns  from  the  precincts  or  registration-lists. 

Q.  See  if  the  election  was  fair  or  unfair  7 — A.  To  see  if  the  election  was  properly  con- 
ducted. 

Q.  Were  you  instructed  to  find  that  the  election  was  not  properly  conducted,  or  instnicted 
to  find  what  the  truth  was  T — A.  Simply  to  find  in  what  manner  the  election  was  conducted, 
and  the  results. 

Q.  You  started  on  that  mission  ;  how  did  you  progress ;  what  hapnened  to  you  t — A.  I 
went  from  here  to  Gainesville  by  rail,  where  I  took  a  carriage  and  drove  to  Okalla,  fort^. 
five  miles  fiom  Gainesville.  From  OkaUa  I  went  about  thirty-five  miles  the  next  day,  ni  d 
stopped  over  night  The  next  morning  at  about  three  miles  trom  the  place  where  I  sioppe^l 
over  night,  I  passed  a  store  known  as  bumterville,  where  I  was  met  by  a  party  who  said  he 
wished  a  word  with  me. 
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Q.  Describe  the  appearance  of  the  store  and  who  was  there. — A.  It  was  quite  early  in 
the  morning,  and  a  party  of  some  eight  or  ten  came  oat  as  I  came  to  it. 

Q.   Had  you  ever  passed  that  store  before  f — A.  I  had  passed  by  there  twice  before. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  a  crowd  there  before  ? — A.  I  never  did  ;  generally,  two  or  three  ;  I 
think  that  is  the  largest  number  I  ever  ^aw  there  before,  and  I  also  met  some  two  or  three 
horsemen  before  arriving  at  the  store.  Tliis  party  says,  *'  I  wish  a  word  with  you.  Where 
are  you  going  ?"  I  told  him  I  was  going  through  to  Tampa,  which  was,  as  he  gave  me, 
a  distance  of  ninety  miles  from  there.  He  then  demanded  ray  business,  and  then  asked  if 
I  had  any  papers  in  my  possession.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  had  any  letters  from  any  well- 
known  democratic  members  of  State  committees,  or  any  well-known  parties.  I  informed 
bim  that  I  had  not.  He  then  told  me  that  I  could  not  proceed  on  the  road.  I  expressed  a 
little  surprised  at  that.  '*  Well,"  said  he,  **we  don^t  intend  to  stop  you  here  at  alU 
but  you  have  been  telegraphed  from  Gainesville  to  Okalla,  and  from  Okalla  here,  and  you 
haTe  been  followed  from  Okalla  here,  and  you  are  considered  suspicious,  and  a  dispatch  has 
gone  forward  irom  here,  and  your  road  from  here  through  will  be  picketed  by  armed  men, 
and  you  could  not  so  through  to  Tampa  alive.  If  you  have  any  letters  from  any  well- 
known  parties,  and  will  hire  a  man  here  to  go  through  with  you,  and  stop  only  at  such 
houses  as  he  shall  designate,  and  hold  communications  only  with  such  parties  as  he  shsU 
designate,  you  can  oass  on ;  otherwise,  it  would  not  be  safe.  We  have  given  large  majori- 
ties nere,  and  we  do  not  propose  to  have  them  investigated.  There  nave  been  parties 
through  who  have  already  gone  down  we  think,  and  we  are  looking  for  them  and  do  not 
propose  to  permit  any  others  to  go."  I  drove  out  on  the  road  a  little  beyond  there,  and» 
judging  from  the  appearance  of  a  party  of  horsemen  who  had  already  gone  below,  I  decided 
it  was  best  to  take  nis  advice,  and  turn  back,which  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  show  him  your  papers  ?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  be  seem  to  recognize  you  and  your  companion  f  Who  was  your  companion  f — A. 
My.  companion  was  W.  T.  Webster,  chief  clerk  of  the  surveyor-generars  office.  He  thought 
he  recognized  Mr.  Webster  as  Mr.  Purman,  now  Representative  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  him  if  he  was  Mr.  Purman  f — A.  He  asked  him  if  he  was  Mr.  Purman, 
and  rather  insisted  for  a  while  that  he  was.  After  being  satisfied  that  he  was  Mr.  Webster 
and  not  Mr.  Purman,  he  attempted  to  locate  me  as  a  former  member  of  Congress  from  this 
State  by  the  name  of  Hamilton.  I  finally  persuaded  him,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, that  my  name  was  not  Hamilton,  and  I  had  never  been  in  Congress. 

Q.  When  you  rode  on  a  little  farther,  did  you  make  any  remark  as  to  your  intention  to 
^  on,  or  what  T — A.  No ;  my  remark  to  him  was  that  I  would  drive  out  a  short  distance 
m  order  to  confer  with  my  friend  and  see  what  we  had  better  do  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  And  then  you  say  you  saw  horsemen  7 — A.  Not  horsemen.  I  rode  out  with  the  inten- 
tion of  examining  the  road,  the  trail  ahead,  and  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  it  that  a 
party  of  horsemen  had  g^ne  down  the  road. 

Q.  Were  there  tracks  on  the  road  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  judged  by  the  appearance  of  tracks  on 
the  road. 

Q.  What  was  your  motive  in  turning  back ;  were  you  convinced  that  it  would  be  unsafe 
or  otherwise  7 — A.  I  was  satisfied  that  I  could  not  make  the  trip  through  to  Tampa,  which 
was  ninety  miles  from  that  point ;  that  I  could  not  go  through  alive  unless  I  took  this  party 
with  me,  and  even  then  I  had  some  doubt  about  it.  I  hcui  already  spent  a  year  in  the 
cooBtrv,  and  knew  the  temper  of  the  people  there. 

Q.  V\d  he  say  anything  to  you  about  furnishing  a  passport,  or,  rather,  that  a  passport 
woold  be  ot  use?— A.  He  stated  to  me  that  if  I  had  such  a  paper,  by  employing  a  party 
there  who  was  well  known,  I  could  go  through  safely. 

Q.  Did  he  say  you  could  go  through  safely  withoHt  employing  this  party  or  having  a 
passport  f — A.  I  did  not  understand  it  so.  I  understood  that  in  order  to  go  forward  I 
would  need  a  paper  from  some  well-known  party  that  they  could  indorse,  and  even  then  it 
would  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  some  man  with  me  who  was  well  known  there  that 
could  vouch  for  me  and  pass  along  the  road  with  me  in  order  for  me  to  pass  safely. 

Q.  Wa^  anything  said  about  the  habit  of  the  country,  as|far  as  shooting  was  concerned, 
that  made  it  necessary  for  you  to  take  this  guide  f— A.  The  remark  he  made  was  that  the 
people  below  were  wild,  and  inclined  to  shoot  on  short  notice  generally,  at  any  rate,  and 
now  they  were  desperate,  and  gave  that  as  a  reason  why  it  was  unsafe  to  travel  the  road. 
^  Q.  On  these  occurrences  you  turned  back  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'  Q.  What  did  j'ou  do  w^th  your  papers  f — A.  In  turuing  ba^'k  from  this  place,  as  I  men- 
tioned, I  had  met  parties  of  horsemeu  alone.  I  did  not  anticipate  any  difficulty  at  that 
particular  point.  I  mean  at  the  su  re,  but  I  considered  it  rather  a  suspicious  circumstance, 
naving  met  these  horsemen  passing  up  the  road  above,  and  I  considered  it  best  to  dispose 
ot  my  papers,  and  I  destroyed  the  i>a:)ers  and  concealed  them. 

Q.  Concealed  them  where  1 — A.  In  a  hollow  tree  on  the  road ;  I  judge  perhaps  two  miles 
this  side  of  the  store  known  as  SumterviUe. 

Q.  At  the  time  this  conversation  was  going  on  did  other  persons  than  the  spokesman 
gather  around,  or  did  they  remain  in  the  store  indifferent? — A.  During  a  part  or  the  time 
they  were  rather  up  close  around  the  carriage,  and  during  a  part  of  the  time  they  were  sit- 
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ting  in  the  store-door,  which  was  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  from  thft  road,  and  they  were 
between  us  and  the  store  most  of  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  that  qaestioned  yon ;  do  you  know  him  ? — A.  He  was  a  stranger 
to  me.  He  gave  his  name  as  Clark,  and  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  here 
from  that  county.    I  knew  him  only  by  that. 

Q.  Po  you  know  his  given  name  T — A.  He  gave  it  me,  but  I  donH  recollect  wbat  it  was. 
It  is  probably  on  the  records  here. 

Q.  Can  you  find  it  for  me  ? — ^A.  I  presume  I  might. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  get  it  for  me  if  you  can  7— A.  I  will  go  to  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  and  I  presume  I  can  find  it  there. 
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Tallahassee,  December  19,  1876. 

PRECINCT  NUMBER  THREE,   KEY  WEST. 

CM.  Db  Cespedes  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qoestion.  Where  do  you  reside  t— Answer.  Key  West. 

(j.  Were  you  a  candidate  for  office  in  Key  West  at  the  last  election  T— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  file  a  protest  against  the  admission  of  the  vote  of  precinct  No.  3  in  that 
city '—A.  I  did. 

Q.  Look  at  that  paper  [paper  shown  witness]  and  see  if  that  is  a  copy  of  the  protest. — 
A  That  is  the  protest. 

The  Chairman.  I  will  read  the  protest,  which  is  as  follows : 

**  Key  West,  Fla.,  November  13,  1876. 
**To  the  honorable  board  of  county  canvassers  of  Monroe  County,  Florida : 

**  Gentlemen  :  I  hereby  protest  neainst  the  admission  of  the  vote  polled  at  precinct  No. 
3,  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  on  the  folTowios:  grounds,  to  wit : 

^*  Ist.  The  intermption  of  the  canvass  in  that  precinct  by  adjournment  of  the  board  of  in- 
spectors, and  the  resumption  of  the  canvass  in  another  place,  where  they  made  their  final 
return. 

'*2d.  Changing  the  registration-book  by  the  addition  of  names  thereon  after  it  came  from 
the  county  clerk's  office. 
**  Respectfully, 

»*  (Signed)  C  M.  DE  CESPEDES. 

"Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

-(Signed)  GEO.  W.  ALLEN, 

**  Depmtjf  Clerk  Circuit  Court,** 

THE  POWER  OP  THE  COMMITTEB. 

Mr.  Cooper.  Do  you  propose  to  examine  into  the  facts  detailed  in  this  protest  f 

The  Chairman.  I  propose  to  do  so,  so  far  as  they  are  within  the  personal  knowledge  of 
the  witness. 

Mr.  Cooper.  I  object,  upon  the  ground  that  such  a  matter  of  inquiry  is  beyond  the  power 
given  this  committee  under  the  appointing  resolution. 

The  Cn.AiRaMAN  Do  you  hold  that,  under  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  our  powers  are  so 
limited  that  election  frauds  cannot  be  inquired  into  ? 

Mr.  Copper.  Yes.  sir ;  to  intimidation  only,  and  not  to  frauds. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  hold  that,  where  we  are  instructed  to  inquire  whether  '*  the  right 
of  any  portion  of  said  inhabitants  and  citisens  to  vote  as  aforesaid  has  been  in  anywise 
denied  or  abridged.**  the  resolution  does  not  relate  to  abridgments  by  frauds  in  the  election, 
no  matter  how  great  they  may  be  f 

Mr.  Cooper.  Yes,  sir.  I  hold  that  the  resolution  is  simply  firamed  under  the  fifteenth 
amendment. 

Mr.  Teller.  I  understand  that  we  are  to  go  into  the  question  of  fraud  and  intimidation 
both. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  my  understanding,  and  the  objection  is  overruled. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  NUMBER  THREE. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Were  you  present  at  precinct  No.  3  at  the  election  on  the  7th  of  November  last  t — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  was  there  several  times. 
Q.  How  frequently  were  you  there  ? — A.  About  ten  or  twelve  times  during  the  day. 
Q.  State  what  you  observed  proceeding  at  that  election,  so  far  as  any  intimidation  or  mo- 
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]pstation  oi  voters  Is  concerned.— A.  I  went  there  in  the  morning,  when  they  opened  the 
ballot-box  first,  and  there  was  a  larg^e  crowd  of  democrats  there,  tryinfr  to  keep  oar  people, 
the  republicans,  from  voting,  keeping  the  polls  crowded,  and  trying  to  intimidate  them  with 
words:  *' You  shall  not  vote  here  */'  '*Yoa  cannot  vote  at  this  place;'*  **Goto  the  other 
place.**  I  was  going  to  be  placed  there  myself  as  a  challenger  of  voters,  but  I  could  not 
get  up  the  stairs,  they  were  so  crowded.  I  asked  afterward  to  be  let  in,  which  they  did,  and 
found  two  republican  challengers  there,  and  I  noticed  every  time  they  would  challenge  a 
vote  they  were  intimidated  by  the  crowd. 

Q.  In  wh  t  manner  r-*A.  By  saying,  **  Nigger,  von  can't  do  that.**  "  Don*t  come  here 
to  stop  people  voting.**  '*  Let  people  vote  right,**  and  so  on.  So  I  went  out  and  got  a 
carriage  and  went  around  to  the  other  polls,  and  when  I  came  back  the  challengers  told  me 
they  were  not  going  to  challenge  any  more  votes  at  all.  I  asked  them  why,  and  they  said. 
*'They  are  intimidating  Qs  here,  and  say  they  will  not  let  us  challenge  any  votes,  bat  will 
kick  us  out.**  So  wetaiked  to  some  persons  there,  and  one  of  the  inspectors,  a  gentleman  named 
Reyes,  and  he  said  :  "  I  can*t  make  any  observation  at  all  even  to  the  other  inspectors  about 
votes,  because  they  will  do  just  as  they  please,  and  they  try  to  stop  me  from  making  any 
observation.** 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Reyes  a  republican  inspector  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  republican  inspector. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  that  any  man*s  vote  was  challenged  by  the  republicans  f — 
A.  YeB,  sir  ;  I  was  there  at  the  time  that  two  votes  were  challenged. 

Q.  What  took  place  when  those  challenges  were  made  f — A.  Well,  one  of  them  was  a 
Cnban  and  came  to  vote  with  another  name,  and  Mr.  Reyes  said :  '*  That's  not  your  name: 
your  name  is  so  and  so.**  I  do  not  remember  the  name  exactly.  He  had  his  naturalization- 
papers,  and  took  them  out  and  says,  **  Well,  I  am  a  post-office  clerk  and  a  carrier  of  letters 
in  this  name,  and  I  have  two  names  here.**  So  he  cballenged  that  vote  as  being  nnder  a 
fictitious  name.  They  would  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  inspector,  and  the  other  inspector 
made  him  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  say  he  voted  on  both  names  f — A.  No ;  only  one.  He  voted  on  the  naturali- 
zation-paper. 

Q.  On  the  certificate  he  had  from  the  court  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  sworn  T — A.  He  was  sworn. 

Q.  In  this  instance  the  challenge  was  effectual,  and  they  respected  the  challenge  in  that 
case  f — A.  They  respected  the  challenge. 

Q.  You  say  the  inspectors  made  him  take  the  oath  and  then  he  voted  t — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
he  voted.  There  was  another  Cuban  went  to  vote  there,  a  democrat,  and  the  editor  of  the 
paper,  Mr.  Clark,  who  was  challenging  votes,  challenged  his  vote,  and  they  made  him  stop. 

CHALLENGERS  INTLMIDATED. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  to  make  him  stop ;  do  you  mean  that  they  made  him  stop  challeng- 
ingt — A.  Stopped  him  challenging. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  t—A.  They  said,  *•  Stop  that ;  let  him  vote  *'  There  was  a  laige 
crowd  standing  around  talking  auil  trying  to  intimidate  him,  and  so  he  stopped. 

Q.  The  crowd  called  out :  "  Let  him  vote,  and  stop  that  challenging  ?** — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  understand  you  to  say  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  that  man*s  vote  in,  or  did  he  vote  without  swearing  f — A.  I  think  he 
voted  without  swearing. 

Q.  How  early  in  the  day  was  that  f — A.  That  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  day ;  it  was 
about  eleven  or  twelve  o*cloek,  because  Mr.  Clark  left  at  that  time  with  me  for  dinner.  It 
was  between  eleven  and  twelve  o*clock. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  come  back  and  find  that  the  republican  challengers  had  left 
their  places  ? — A.  At  that  time  one  of  the  republican  challengers  left  with  me. 

Q.  After  he  was  thus  stopped  ? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  polls  later  iu  the  day? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  observed  them  until  they 
adjourned,  all  the  time.  Mr.  Qoviu  and  I  had  a  carriage,  and  we  would  go  from  one  poll 
to  another. 

Q.  Was  there  any  republican  challenger  there  after  ihis  time  f — A.  There  was  none,  no 
challenging ;  I  did  not  observe  any. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  threats  to  prevent  republicans  from  voting  their  own  ticket  dur^ 
ing  that  day,  or  prior  to  that  day,  haviig  leference  to  that  election,  of  your  own  knowl- 
edge f— ^  Well,  I  know  among  the  Cubans  before  election-day  there  were  threats  made  by 
one  of  the  cigar  manufacturers  there  that  he  meant  to  discharge  any  man  who  would  vote 
the  republican  ticket  belonging  to  his  factory.     That*s  the  threats  f 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  the  statement  made  in  your  protest;  was  that  true  of  your  own 
knowledge  or  derived  from  information  of  others  f  — A.  I  obtained  that  from  one  of  the  in- 
spectors. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  t — A.  Reyes. 

Q.  Is  Keyesin  this  town  now?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  matters  you  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  T~A.  Not  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, because  Lwent  there  about  eleven  o*clock  at  night  andfound  a  person  there,  and  axked 
him  if  tbey  had-couAldd  tbe.TOtes.    He  said,  ''Well,  they  had  been  working  there.*'    I 
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Mud,  **Did  he  proclaim  the  votes  ;**  and  he  said,  "No,  they  had  not.''  He  fonnd  out  after 
from  Mr.  Keyes  that  they  had  300  or  400  democratic  votes  and  60  or  80  republicans,  but  he 
could  not  state  that  night  whether  they  had  them. 

Q.  When  did  you  find  out  afterward  from  this  inspector  this  count  which  you  state? — A. 
It  was  next  morning^. 

<2.  When  was  the  vote  finally  announced ;  do  you  know  f — ^A.  Next  morning  about  nine 
o'clock. 

Q.  Is  that  the  time  you  referred  to  in  your  previous  answer  when  you  found  out  what  the 
vote  was  T— A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  eleven  o^clock  at  night. 

Q.  And  you  state  that  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  you  could  not  find  out  what  the  vote 
was  T-^A.  We  could  not  find  out  at  night.  We  could  find  out  what  the  other  precincts  were, 
bat  could  not  find  out  thi'i. 

<2.  What  time  at  night  did  you  go  to  the  polls  to  learn  the  result  1 — A.  About  eleven 
o'clock. 

Q.  Were  the  board  then  in  session  or  at  work  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  board  there  ; 
only  two  or  three  men. 

Q.  Were  they  members  of  the  board  T--A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they  T-- A.  One  is  Eulojio  Rodriguez,  and  there  were  two  others. 

Q.  Were  those  persons  members  of  the  election-board  7 — ^A.  They  were  not. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  there  f — A.  They  were  just  waiting  for  the  counting  of  the 
votes. 

Q.  Where  was  the  election-board  at  that  timet— A.  They  had  gone ;  they  had  adjourned. 
I  went  into  the  house,  and  they  said  they  had  goue  home  to  sleep. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  ^onr  own  knowledge  what  became  of  the  ballot-box  f— A.  Of  my 
own  knowledge :  no,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  morning  were  you  there  when  the  board  returned,  or  did  they  return  to  that 
place  to  complete  the  canvass  f — A.  They  did  not  return  to  that  place.  ^ 

Q.  Where  did  they  go  to  complete  the  canvass  f — A.  I  was  informed  that— 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledgef — A.  I  do  not  know  myself. 

Q.  But  you  know  they  did  not  complete  it  in  that  place  f^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  know  that  they 
did  not  complete  it  iu  that  place. 

Q.  Was  there  any  announcement  of  the  vote  before  they  adljottmed  that  night  f — A.  These 
two  men  told  me  that  there  was  none. 

Q.  And  you  know  of  none  f — A.  I  know  of  none. 

Q.  Is  theie  any  other  fact  you  wish  to  state  about  the  matter;  make  any  statement  yon 
wish  to  make,  based  on  your  own  knowledge  T — A.  I  do  not  know  any  more. 


Tallahassee,  December  19,  1876. 

THE  CANVASS  OF  THE  VOTE. 

B.  M.  Kemp  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  Mr.  Kemp  f — Answer.  Key  West,  Florida. 

Q-  Were  you  an  election-ofiicer  in  one  of  the  precincts  of  Key  West  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  one  f— A.  No.  3. 

Q.  What  oflSce  did  you  have  f — A.  One  of  the  inyectors. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics,  democratic  or  republican  f  — A.  In  some  cases  I  vote  for  the 
demod-ats  and  sometimes  for  the  republicans. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  the  last  time  T— A.  I  voted  democratic. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  manner  of  canvassing  the  vote  in  that  precinct : 
was  it  done  at  one  session,  or  was  there  an  adiournment  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  an  adjournment^t  all  7 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  adjournment  whatever  f — A.  No ;  not  in  counting  the  vote  and  tallying. 

Q.  You  made  out  a  tally;  what  time  did  you  get  tnrough  with  that? — A.  Between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock. 

Q.  What  did  you  then  do  f — A.  We  announced  the  names  of  the  parties  voted  for,  closed 
up  onr  tally  •sheet  and  put  it  in  the  box,  with  the  ballots  strung,  sealed  it  up,  stuck  it  with 
mncilage,  and  adjourned. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  box  f — A.  I  took  the  box  to  my  house,  and  another  inspect- 
or, Mr.  Bartlnm,  took  the  key. 

Q.  Is  be  a  democrat  f — A.  I  think  he  is,  sir. 

Q-  Where  did  you  take  it  to  f — A.  My  own  house. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  the  polls  f — A.  Four  or  five  blocks  away. 

Q,  About  what  distance  7— A.  I  could  not  rightly  say  ;  I  am  not  mechanic  enough. 
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Q.  A  mile  or  two  miles  t — A.  O,  no,  sir ;  it  was  not  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  at  th« 
farthest. 

Q.  What  Was  the  name  of  the  house  where  you  put  it  T — A.  Where  I  put  the  box  T 

Q.  Yes.  sir. — A.  My  own  dwelling,  to  take  care  of  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  tal?e  it  the  next  day  7— A.  Took  it  to  the  house  where  we  adjourned  to 
meet  at,  the  Mansell  House.    I  am  doinfi^  business  in  the  house. 

Q.  Was  that  the  place  where  the  polls  were  held  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Still  a  third  place  f— A.  That  was  the  third  place.  ^ 

Q  What  did  you  do  the  next  morninf^  t — A.  All  hands  were  there  at  the  appointed  time.  We 
adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  and  got  there  about  that  time,  I  think.  I  took  the  box  there,  opened 
it,  and  counted  all  the  votes  over. 

Q.  Why  did  you  count  the  vbtes  again,  if  you  counted  them  the  previous  night  T— A,  We 
counted  so  as  to  see  all  was  correct. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  count  them  over  that  morning  T— A.  Two  or  three  times. 

Q.  Could  you  make  them  come  out  right  t — A.  Every  time,  except  one  small  discrepnncy ; 
there  was  a  difference  of  three  or  four  votes  pending  between  Dr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Maloney. 

Q.  Had  you  discovered  those  votes  the  night  before  T — A.  I  don't  recollect ;  they  counted 
against  Dr.  Harris  and  in  favor  of  Mr.  Maloney. 

Q.  Mr.  Maloney  was  running  on  the  democratic  ticket  f — A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q .  You  found  next  morning  in  the  box  three  or  four  votes  not  found  the  night  before  ? — 
A.  Yes.  votes  of  that  name,  for  that  man. 

Q.  Did  you  add  the  votes  of  Maloney  to  the  tal)y-list  f — A.  That  night  before  f 

Q.  No ;  that  morning. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

NEW  TALLY-LIST  AND  NEW  POLL-LLST. 

Q.  Did  you  make  out  a  new  tally-list? — >A.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  bottle  of  ink  capsized  that  night, 
and  it  was  vei;^  dirty,  and  wo  made  a  correct  copy  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  copy  of  the  old  polMist  after  you  counted  the  votes  that  morning  1 — 
A.  We  made  a  copy  of  toe  old  poll-list ;  counted  the  votes  so  as  to  be  sure :  so  as  to  make 
the  thing  as  near  right  as  we  could. 

Q.  And  in  the  morning  you  found  three  or  four  votes  you  had  not  counted  in  your  tally- 
list  before  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  done  through  scratching  the  name  of  Dr.  Harris  and  in- 
serting Mr.  Maloney 's  name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  that  scratching  was  done  f— A.  It  was  done  by  the  men  when 
they  depositeJ  their  votes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  discover  it  the  night  before? — A.  The  votes  were  doubled  up. 

Q.  Did  you  not  open  and  read  them  the  night  before  ?— A.  Exactly. 

Q.  Why  then  did  you  not  discover  them  the  night  before  t— A.  I  wi*s  going  to  say.  I 
counted  off  the  votes  until  I  was  tired.  Then  Mr.  Bartlum  counted  up,  and  Mr.  Keyes  called 
off  the  balance  of  the  vote,  and  he  being  near-sighted,  I  think  he  must  have  skipped  the 
name  of  Mr.  Maloney. 

Q.  Were  these  plainly  erased  f — A.  There  were  some  of  them  erased  and  others  were 
printed. 

Q.  Could  he  not  read  the  printed  ones  f — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say ;  there  was  a  mistake, 
an  error  in  the  calling  off. 

Q.  Did  you  announce  the  vote  the  night  before  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  clerk  did. 

Q.  Did  you  announce  it  the  next  morning  ?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  make  any  announcement  after  you  had  corrected  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  ballots? — A.  They  were  all  strung,  and  we  put  them  iu  the 
box. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  boxf— A.  Took  it  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  with  the  tally- 
sheet  and  oar  returns.  ^ 

Q.  Why  did  you  go  to  this  sponge-store  next  day  instead  of  going  back  to  the  polling- 
place  ?— A.  It  was  a  place  where  I  was  doing  business  ;  near  about  where  we  all  lived,  and 
It  was  the  precinct  of  the  j-econd  ward— where  the  precinct  of  the  second  ward  was  held. 

Q.  You  went  to  the  precinct  of  another  ward  instead  of  the  precinct  of  the  third  ward  T — 
A.  Because  it  was  a  considerable  distance  from  where  we  lived. 

Q.  You  thought  you  could  just  as  well  count  them  in  another  ward  as  in  your  own  T — A. 
I  am  not  confessing  to  that  fact — that  I  thought  so. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  plainly  provide  for  no  adjournment  of  the  board  until  you  complete 
your  labors  ? — A.  I  think  it  does. 

Q.  Does  it  not  require  that  the  vote  shall  be  canvassed  in  the  place  where  the  polling  is 
done,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  public  ? — A.  Th^y  were. 

Q.  Yet  you  revised  it,  corrected  these  errors  the  next  day  T — A.  Yes  ;  3  votes. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  300 ;  the  law  requires  that  all  shall  be  done  in  the  same  place, 
wiiliout  adjournment? — A.  I  am  not  conversant  with  the  law. 

Q.  The  law  reads :  '*  As  soon  as  the  polls  of  an  election  shall  be  finally  closed,  the  inspect- 
01 H  >liall  proct-ed  to  canvass  the  votes  cast  at  such  election,  and  the  canvass  shall  be  public, 
and  coiiiinuod  without  an  adjournment  until  completed.  The  votes  shall  bo  first  counted; 
it'  the  number  of  ballots  shall  exceed  the  number  of  persons  who  shall  have  voted,  as  may 
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apprar  bj  the  clerk's  list,  the  ballots  shall  be  replact^  in  the  box,  and  one  of  the  inspectors 
shall  publicly  draw  out  and  destroy  unopened  so  many  of  such  ballots  as  shall  be  equal  to 
such  excec«.  You  see  it  requires  to  be  finally  closed  before  adjournment.*'  How  many  per- 
sons came  into  this  spoufi^e-store  while  you  were  completing  the  evidence  there  and  observed 
your  proceedinf^  f — A.  Three  or  four ;  might  have  been  more. 

Q.  Were  th^  citizens  of  the  second  precinct  or  of  the  third f — A,  Third  precinct,  I 
think. 

Q.  Who  were  they  T— A.  There  was  one  W.  C.  Maloney,  Samuel  Filer— I  can*t  recollect ; 
I  think  two  or  three  more  came  in. 

Q.  While  canvassing  the  votes  the  night  before,  were  there  not  a  g^ood  number  of  persons 
observing  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  a  few* 

Q.  One  or  more  of  those  that  came  in  next  morning  were  candidates  7 —A.  Neither  one 
that  came  in  was  a  candidate. 

Q.  Not  this  Maloney  7— A.  It  was  his  father. 

Q.  Maloney  is  the  one  in  whose  favor  the  error  was  discovered  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  say  you  canvassed  the  vote  at  the  voting-precinct  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  announced  the  result  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  next  morning  you  made  up  your  certificates  and  corrected  this  error  ?*^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Why  was  it  you  adjourned  the  night  before  without  making  out  the  certificate  7— A. 
Ooe  complained  of  being  sleepy  ;  it  was  late  ;  we  bad  nothing  to  eat  that  day,  having  neg- 
lected to  provide  for  it,  being  almost  without  the  limits  of  the  town,  except  a  little  bread 
and  cheese  and  a  sardine  or  two.    We  all  were  hungry. 

Q.  All  things  were  complete  except  the  making  of  the  certificate  f — A.  All  things,  ex- 
cept that  little  error  we  discovered  the  next  morning. 

Q.  You  mean  three  votes  not  counted  the  night  before — not  discovered  or  counted  for  Dr. 
Harris  T — A.  Counted  for  Dr.  Harris  the  night  before.  The  next  morning  we  found  that 
they  were  Mr.  Maloney's. 

Q*  Maloney  votes  f — A.  Yes,  sir.    On  all  the  others  there  was  no  difierence. 

Q.  You  say  they  were  done  by  scratching  Harris's  name  7 — A.  Some  of  them  were.- 

Q.  You  say  there  were  but  three  of  them  7 — A.  Three  or  four ;  could  not  exactly  say. 

Q.  Did  you  find  next  morning,  in  the  revision  you  made,  all  the  votes  for  electors  and 
State  officers  the  same  as  announced  the  night  before  ? — A.  All  the  others  were  perfectly 
right ;  just  as  accurate  as  could  be,  except  these  three  or  four  votes.        ^ 

Q.  On  the  night  before  you  had  couuted  them  to  Harris  and  discovered  they  were  for 
Maloney  next  morning.  This  made  a  change,  and  then  you  made  up  your  certificates  7 — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  all  agree  to  the  adjournment,  or  was  there  a  disagreement  7 — A.  All  agreed. 
One  was  complaining  of  being  sleepy,  and  all  were  tired  and  hungry. 

Q.  Did  you  seal  up  the  box  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  we  stuck  it  with  mucilage,  and  the 
clerk  wrote  his  name  across  the  seal. 

Q   Did  you  lock  the  box  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  took  the  key  and  the  other  the  box  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  counted  them  the  next 
morning,  and  found  everything  all  right. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  certain  there  was  a  signature  on  that  paper— on  the  paper  sealed  over  the  mouth 
of  the  box  f— A.  I  think  there  was ;  I  would  not  be  positive.  I  am  very  sure  there  was  a 
signature.  I  think  the  clerk — it  was  mentioned  that  ne  wrote  his  name  across  from  the  sii.e 
to  the  top. 


Tallahassee,  December  19, 1876. 

THE  COUNT  IN  ANOTHER  PRECINCT. 

William  James  Bartlum  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  the  election  at  either  of  the  precincts  at  Key  West  ? — 
Answer.  I  was  inspector  of  the  third  precinct  election  held  on  the  7th  of  November  last. 

Q.  That  is  Monroe  County  7— A.  Monroe  County  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  party  did  you  represent  f — A.  What  party  f 

Q.  The  democratic  or  republican  7 — A.  I  am  a  aemocrat,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  votes  were  counted  on  that  day.  what  did  you  do  with  reference  to  the  can- 
vass T  Proceed  and  state  what  you  did  until  it  was  completed. — A.  We  closed  the  polls  at 
sundown,  and  then  we  took  the  ballots  that  were  in  the  regular  ballot-box  and  emptied  them 
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into  aoofcher  box,  and  then  connted  from  that  box  into  the  ballot-box  ;  and  then  compared 
it  with  the  c1erk*8  books,  and  then  we  proceeded  to  canvass. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  after  that  t — A.  After  we  canvassed,  we  announced  the  resnlt. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  announced  T— A.  Four  hundred  and  sixty  votes — 59  republican  ; 
I  wonH  say  59  right  through.    I  mean  the  electoral  vote,  59  repnblican,  401  democratic 

Q.  After  von  announced  the  result,  what  did  you  do  f — A.  We  sealed  the  ballot-box.  Mr. 
Kemp  had  the  box  and  I  had  the  key. 

Q.  Where  was  it  carried  t— A.  I  carried  the  key  to  my  house. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Kemp  did  with  the  box  t — A.  I  do  not,  sit;  the  box  was  at  the 
room. 

Q.  At  the  room  ;  what  room  T — A.  Precinct  No.  2  where  we  inet. 

Q.  Your  precinct  was  No.  3 ;  how  happened  it  that  you  OMt  at  precinct  No.  2T — A.  It  was 
a  more  convenient  place  ;  a  better  place. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  house  where  it  was  taken  t— A.  Where  we  met  to  make  out 
our  certificate  T 

Q.  Yes,  sir  t — A.  It  is  a  sponge-house. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  next  morning  t — A.  Simply  met  and  went  over  the  votes  ;  counted 
the  votes  again ;  found  460  votes. 

Q.  Found  no  variation  in  those  votes  from  the  night  before  t— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Found  no  votes  there  for  a  man  named  Maloney  t — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Why  did  you  count  them  over  again  if  satisfied  with  the  eoont  the  night  before  T — A. 
I  don*t  know,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  tally-list  made  out  the  night  before  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Everything  done  except  to  write  the  certificates  f—A.  Everything  except  to  wrHe  the 
certificates. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  take  to  write  the  certificates  7 — ^A.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  think  we  got 
through  between  eleven  and  twelve.     I  would  not  state  positively. 

Q.  How  long  would  it  take  merely  to  write  out  the  certificates ;  halt  ai»  hoor  t — A.  I 
could  not  say  positively  how  long  it  would  take. 

Q.  I  should  say  about  half  an  hour. — A.  Probably  it  would. 

Q.  Much  more  than  that  f^ A.  I  can't  state  positivelv  as  to  the  time. 

Q.  You  did  not  find  any  variation  in  the  votes, no  tickets  scratched  off? — A.  Not  to  mkj 
knowledge;  if  any  names  were  called  off,  they  were  none  that  I  knew  of;  any  tiekat  I 
called  off  I  called  correctly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  discussion  in  the  board  next  morning  about  there  being  any  variatieo 
in  the  tickets  from  the  night  before  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  count  the  votes  over  next  morning  T~ A.  Probably  three  or 
four  times. 

Q.  Why  did  you  count  them  over  three  or  four  times  ? — ^A.  To  be  positive  we  were  rigbi. 

Q.  Did  the  count  agree  every  time  f — A.  The  number  of  tickets  agreed. 

Q.  Did  the  character  of  the  ballots  agree  t — A.  They  agreed. 

Q.  Why  were  you  not  satisfied  with  one  count  ? — A.  I  counted  the  tickets  once  :  we  made 
a  mistake  the  next  morning  in  counting,  and  went  to  counting  them  over  again ;  each  in- 
spector counted  the  tickets  himself. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  mistake  in  counting  them  t — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  adjourned  •  etween  eleven  and  twelve  that  night  T — A,  O,  no,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  adjourn  that  night? — A.  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock. 

Q.  How  many  persons  came  in  while  you  were  canvassing  the  second  day  ? — A.  Well, 
there  were  some  three  or  four ;  I  did  not  mke  any  notice.  Some  I  saw.  Those  I  took  notice 
of  I  can  name. 

Q.  Were  they  citizens  of  that  precinct  or  of  precinct  No.  3  T — A.  They  were  not  confined 
to  vote  in  any  precinct.    The  law  does  not  compel  them  to  vote  in  any  precinct 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  which  precinct  they  resided  f — A.  One  that  I  knew  of  reaided  in  the 
third  precinc  t,  Mr  Sam  Filer. 

Q.  Where  did  the  others  ?--A.  Mr.  W.  *C,  Maloney.  I  do  not  know  what  precinct  he  does 
live  in ;  he  lives  outside  of  the  city  limits,  or  inside  the  precinct  I  reside  in ;  inside  the  third 
ward.    I  don't  think  he  voted  at  the  third  precinct.    I  am  not  positive. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  for  adjournment  except  fatigue  ;  anything  else?— >A.  No,  sir; 
no  oiher  reason.  I  will  state  that  morning  I  did  not  have  my  breakfast,  the  poll  openiufl^ 
at  the  hour  it  did,  and  at  dinner  time  the  county  commissioners  sent  us  some  bread  and 
cheese  and  sardines,  I  think  we  had.  Of  course  that  was  all  I  had  Uurough  the  day.  I  felt 
sick,  and  so  was  all  the  other  inspectors ;  all  were  complaining. 

Q.  Was  there  any  objection  upon  the  part  of  the  inspectors  to  the  adjournment  t— A.  No, 
sir;  it  was  unanimous. 

Q.  Was  the  box  sealed  up  t — ^A.  It  was,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  was  it  sealed  f — A.  The  paper  put  on  it  had  mucilage  over  it.    That  was  pasted 
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on  the  top  of  the  box  where  the  tickets  were  put  in,  and  then  there  was  another  piece  of 
paper  that  went  over  the  lock. 

Q.  Any  writing  ou  those  papi'rs  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  wrote  on  them  7 — A.  The  clerk. 

Q.  Are  yoQ  aware  that  nincilage  can  be  readily  taken  off?— A.  That  was  Hot  our  fault. 

Q  The  law  prohibited  an  adjournment.  If  you  had  obeyed  the  law  you  would  uot  have 
needed  to  use  mucilage.  You  should  have  got  through  before  adjournment. — A.  We  did, 
and  announced  that  vote. 

Q.  But  you  went  to  canvassing  again  the  next  morning ;  went  to  counting  ballots,  &c., 
which  was  part  of  the  act  of  canvassing  ?— A.  We  did  not  recanvass;  just  counted  the 
Toles. 

Q.  Is  not  that  canvassiogt — A.  I  do  not  consider  it  so,  sir. 

Q.  The  statute  makes  it  obligatory  that  [reading]  '*  as  soon  as  the  polls  of  an  election 
shall  be  finally  closed  the  inspectors  shall  proceed  to  cauvastt  the  votes  cast  at  such  election  ; 
and  the  canvass  shall  be  public  and  continued  without  an  adjournment  pntil  completed. 
The  vote  shall  be  first  counted.*'  That  part  of  the  canvass  you  seemed  to  be  doing  over 
a^n  the  next  morning.    Then  you  were  canvassing  the  next  morning  T— A«  I  don't  Know. 


Tke  recount  of  the  vote  of  precinct  No,  3. 

TallahasS£E,  December  19,  1876^ 
Joseph  S.  Bartlum  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  election  in  the  third  precinct,  Monroe  County,  Key  West  f 
— Answer.  I  was. 

Q.  On  the  7th  of  November  T— A.  On  the  7th  of  November. 

Q.  What  office  did  you  hold  ?— A.  Clerk. 

Q.  What  are  your  pohtics? — A.  Ship-builder  by  trade. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  ;  what  ticket  do  you  vote  ?— A.  I  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Please  proceed  and  state  to  this  committee  what  was  done  after  the  close  of  the  polls 
ontil  the  canvass  was  completed,  and  whether  there  were  any  adjournments,  d^c. — A.  The 
polls  were  closed,  and  the  canvassers  proceeded  to  canvass  the  votes,  and  the  result  was  an- 
nonncedy  and  the  adjournment  made  on  or  about  twelve  o'clock,  or  a  quarter  past  twelve. 
We  adioumed  to  meet  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  did  so  according  to  the  ruling 
of  the  body :  at  nine  o'clock  we  met. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  ballot-box  meanwhile  f — A.  Mr.  Kemp  took  the  box,  and  the 
roll-book,  the  ballot-roll,  the  roll  canvassing-book. 

Q.  Who  took  the  key  of  the  box  f— A.  That  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Where  was  the  box  carried  f — A.  To  Mr.  Kemp's  residence. 

Q.  How  far  was  that  from  the  polling-place  Y— A.  I  judge  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
or  five  hundred  yards. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  the  next  day  T— A.  At  Mr.  Kemp's  place  of  business — ^his  sponge- 
hoosev  where  sponge-bark  is  sold — about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  where  the  palls 
were  held. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  same  precinct  or  in  another  precinct  f — A.  That  is  in  precinct  No.  2. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  go  back  to  nrecinct  No,  3f— A.  This  building— well,  I  don't  really 
know.  1  suppose  it  was  rented,  and  the  parties  that  rented  it  to  the  county  commissioners 
would  have  made  another  charge  for  the  use  of  it  another  day. 

Q.  Was  that  objection  stated  7— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  How  many  persons  came  in  while  you  were  canvassing  the  second  day  7~A.  None. 

Q.  Nobody  was  there  except  the  officers  of  election  f — A.  That  is  all  that  was  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  the  next  morning  f — A.  We  counted  the  votes  over  twice. 

Q.  Why  did  you  count  them  over  f — A.  We  wanted  to  see  whether  we  would  find  them 
correspond  with  the  reports  we  had  made  that  night. 

Q.  Did  not  you  finish  your  count  that  night  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  canvassed  them. 

Q.  Why  did  you  commence  canvassing  again  in  the  morning  f — A.  There  may  have  been 
an  error  for  all  we  know. 

Q.  Did  you  recanvass  because  you  thought  you  would  find  an  error  T — ^A.  We  wanted  to 
satisfy  ourselves. 

Q.  Was  it  your  duty  to  satisfy  yourselves  that  there  was  no  error  made  before  your  ad- 
joamment  7 — ^A.  I  suppose  it  was. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  require  you  to  do  all  you  had  to  do  before  adjournment  f — A.  I  am 
not  a  lawyer  on  that  question,  and  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  difference  in  the  ballots  the  next  morning  from  what  you  found  the 
night  before  ? — A.  The  next  morning  it  struck  my  attention  that  on  making  out  the  ballot- 
list  I  saw  where  we  had  461  votes  counted  and  we  could  only  count  460.    On  the  polMie»t« 
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tbrouf^h  an  error  that  was  made  in  the  fignriDff,  it  was  sammoDed  up  461.  That  is  on  the 
poll-list,  and  on  the  caiivassing-list  we  had  but  4l>0  votes. 

Q.  Did  you  make  out  another  poll-list f — A.  Yes.  sir;  a  certified  copy  of  the  original. 

Q.  Did  you  change  the  marks  on  that  copy  t^ A.  We  chanjred  none  erciept  3  votes. 
We  discovered  on  calling  off  that  there  was  3  votes  coming  to  J.  B.  Harris  that  was  W.  C 
Malouey^s. 

Q.  Did  you  f:o  through  the  votes  the  next  morning  and  take  off  the  result  again? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  went  all  over  them  again  to  see  if  they  were  all  correct. 

Q.  Then  it  is  not  the  fact  that  you  simply  counted  the  number  of  tickets,  but  that  yon 
went  through  ballot  by  ballot  and  read  them  again  as  you  did  the  night  before  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  how  did  yon  detect  the  error  in  Maloney^s  name  ? — A.  That  appeared  to  be  the 
first  on  the  list.  They  ran  over  them  and  took  up  five  and  compared  them  to  see  if  there 
were  any  errors. 

Q.  And  in  the  first  five  you  found  the  errors  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  we  took  up  one  and  foand 
one,  and  here  and  there  they  found  one,  until  the  three. 

Q.  Then  did  ^on  go  on  through  aud  compare  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  compared  all  the 
names. 

Q.  Read  the  ballots  nil  through,  at^d  compared  them  with  the  tally-lists  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  that  just  what  you  did  the  night  before  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  recanvassed  them  the  next  morning  f — A.  Well,  you  might  call  it  recan- 
vassiug,  if  you  want  to. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  more  on  the  night  before  than  yon  did  in  the  morning  f — A.  We  did 
not  do  any  more,  only  made  out  our  certificate. 

Q.  And  you  made  out  you  certificate  from  the  result  of  your  morning^s  work,  and  nc»t 
from  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  n  ght  before  f — A.  From  the  work  of  the  night  before. 
The  work  in  the  morning  and  the  night  before  was  exactly  the  same. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  found  an  error  in  the  ballot  T — A.  No,  sir ;  only  these  3. 

Q.  Then  you  made  your  certificate  to  correspond  with  the  work  of  the  rooming,  and 
not  the  night  before,  because  the  work  of  the  morning  corrected  the  work  of  the  night  be- 
fore.—A.  I  cannot  see  it  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  certify  to  the  result  you  arrived  at  the  night  before,  or  the  result  you  arrived 
at  in  the  morning  f — A.  The  result  we  arrive  i  at  the  night  before,  except  those  three  votes, 
and  we  changed  those. 

Q.  Were  there  many  people  around  the  noils  the  night  before,  when  you  were  canvass- 
ing t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many,  do  you  think  ? — A.  I  should  judge  about  fifty,  maybe  ;  maybe  a 
few  more,  maybe  a  tew  less. 

Q.  Was  there  somebody  in  the  room,  beside  the  election  officers,  overlooking  the  proceed- 
ings T — A."  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 
Q.  Aud  then  you  made  a  tally-list  that  night,  and  called  out  the  result  while  the  crowd 
was  there  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Tallauas.SEB,  Wednesday,  December  20,  1^6. 
THE  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE  VOTE. 

Ji-PTHA  y.  Harris  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  Key  West,  Fla. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  of  the  7th  of  November  ?— A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  at  this  precinct,  No.  3,  during  the  day  T— A.  I  was,  most  of  the  day. 

Q.  Were  you  there  duiing  the  evening  of  that  day,  after  the  balloting  was  closed  t — A.  I 
was  there  at  the  close  of  the  ballot ;  I  was  also  there  at  the  canvass  of  Uie  ballot. 

Q.  State  all  that  occurred  at  the  canvass  of  the  ballot.  ~A.  Do  you  want  during  the  day 
and  the  canvass,  too  f 

Q.  No,  sir  ;  just  the  canvass  f — A.  At  sun  down  the  polls  were  closed.  The  votes  were 
then  capsized  from  the  ballot-box  into  a  candle-box.  They  were  then  counted  by  the  in- 
spectors back  into  the  ballot-box,  one  at  a  time,  making  460  ballots.  The  ballots  were  then 
canvasseil,  one  at  a  time  at  first,  and  a  portion  of  the  evening  by  one  of  the  inspectors,  Mr. 
Reyes,  five  at  a  time,  until  all  of  them  had  been  canvassed,  each  ballot  as  it  was  canvassed 
being  strung  upon  a  piece  of  cord  with  a  needle,  a  clerk  keeping  a  tally  of  the  votes  as  they 
were  canvassed,  putting  down  the  names  of  the  person  and  the  number  cast  for  each  name 
announced ;  he  was  also  assisted  by  one  of  the  by-standers  keeping  tally,  C-  T.  F.  Clark, 
and  was  twice  corrected  (and  admitted  the  correction)  by  this  party  who  was  keeping  the 
tally.  When  they  finished  the  canvass,  the  clerk  and  Mr.  Bartlum,  the  otheis  making  no 
objection— J.  S.  Bartlum  was  the  clerk,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Bartlum,  I  believe  those  are  his 
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initials — was  one  of  the  iDspectors*  annoanced  the  result  of  the  vote.  I  recollect  that  the 
electoral  vote  was  announced,  401  for  the  democrats  and  59  for  the  republican  electors.  I 
recollect  that  there  was  one  vote  announced  for  Beverly  Brown,  who  was  not  a  candidate. 
In  the  aSHemblyman  there  was  some  little  difference  between  that  and  the  other  vote.  1  do 
not  remember  which.  On  the  vote  tor  constables  I  recollect  that  the  two  Currys  ran  behind 
the  other  constables.  1  was  impressed  with  that  at  the  time,  for  the  reason  that  I  supposed 
the  reason  they  ran  behind  their  vote  was  because  they  were  rum-sellers,  and  I  recollect 
making  that  reflection  at  the  time.  They  were  constables,  and  ran  behind  the  vote ;  when 
the  ballots  were  counted  back  into  the  ballot-box  there  were  460,  and  there  were  460  that 
jwere  canvMSsed.  There  were  two  talli's  kept,  and  this  which  was  kept  by  the  by-standers 
israi*  kept  until  the  votes  were  entirely  canvassed  by  the  other,  and  both  of  those  two  tally- 
sheets  sh(  a  d  show  the  correct  result  of  the  canvass.  Do  you  want  anything  beariu^on  that 
mentioned  about  the  vote  and  the  usual  vote,  or  anything  of  that  ki^d,  at  that  precinct  t 

Q.  What  was  then  done  7  I  am  inquiring  about  what  was  done  at  the  canvass  ? — A. 
After  they  finished  the  canvass  T 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  1  have  already  stated  that  the  vote  was  announced. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  doin^  anything  else  f — A.  Thev  proceeded  to  put  these  votes,  which 
were  strung  on  the  cord,  back  into  the  ballot-box  and  seal  it  up.  They  made  an  inquiry 
fur  wax,  but  the  sheriff  bad  during  the  evening  told  them  be  had  not  any,  and  he  had 
brought  mncilage  there,  and  told  them  that  would  answer  every  purpose,  and  they  proceeded 
to  paste  paper  over  the  hole  and  around  the  edges ;  and,  except  to  see  that  they  did  it,  1  did 
oot  notice  anything  particularly  about  it.  1  believe  they  put  some  papers  besides  the 
ballots  back  into  the  box  when  they  sealed  it  up.  They  made  an  arrangement  to  meet  at  the 
second  precinct  the  next  day  and  write  out  the  returns  tbr  the  clerk. 

Q.  What  time  was  this  7 — A.  That  was  something  after  12.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact 
time. 

Q.  Were  there  many  persons  f — A.  About  twenty-five  or  thirty,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. 

Q.  At  the  close  of  the  canvass  ? — A.  At  the  close  of  the  polls,  when  they  announced  it. 
They  were  sitting  around  a  room  a  little  larger  than  this.  There  was  a  railing  that  I  had  placed 
in  the  morning.  In  the  morning  the  polls  were  blocked.  There  was  no  disorder  or  any- 
thing, bat  the  polls  were  bloi  ked,  and  I  had  a  kind  of  impression  that  it  was  intentional, 
and,  at  any  rate,  I  thought  it  best  to  have  it  cleared  out,  and  see  that  everything  went  on 
orderly.  1  was  particularly  requested  to  look  after  that  poll,  and  see  that  it  was  conducted, 
80  far  as  we  could  influence  it,  properly  and  quietly.  I  made  during  the  morning  a  passage- 
way, while  thev  were  voting,  by  nailing  strips,  so  that  they  could  pass  one  at  a  time,  and 
then  the  United  States  marshal — the  deputy  marshal — caused  those  that  were  all  in  blocking 
the  road,  all  being  anxious  to  vote  at  once,  to  be  voted  before  any  one  was  allowed  to  go  in. 
Id  that  way  the  room  was  cleared  out,  and  after  that  there  was  no  more  jamming. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  any  prior  election  in  Key  West  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  city  election, 
which  took  place  a  short  while  before,  for  mayor  and  other  officers. 

Q.  At  that  precinct  T — A.  At  that  precinct,  though  not  at  that  particular  house.  It  was  a 
few  bouses  distant. 

THE  VOTE  OF  THE  PRECINCT. 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  7 — A.  The  vote  then  was  325,  but  at  that  former  elect* on  they  were 
confined  entirely  to  the  precinct.  In  this  latter  election  they  were  not  confined  exa<  tly  to 
any  precinct.  Thev  were  requested,  but  were  not  required.  A  good  many  voted  in  that  pre- 
cinct who  did  not  live  there.  For  instance,  for  the  Hayes  electors  there  were  59  votes  there, 
and  they  were  moMtly  from  other  precincts.  That  is  the  precinct  where  what  is  called  the 
**  Couch  *'  population  live.  They  are  all  white,  and  nearly  all  democrats.  They  are  called 
so  from  the  fact  of  having  been  at  one  time  in  the  Bahama  Islands  and  their  ancestors  having 
hoisted  the  picture  of  a  conch  on  a  banner  during  some  trouble.  There  were  some  few  dem- 
ocrats who  did  not  live  in  the  precinct  voted  there,  but  the  most  of  the  Hayes  vote  lived  in 
other  precinct?. 

Q.  what  was  the  relative  strength  of  the  parties  in  the  preceding  election  f~A.  At  the 
vote  before  there  were  7  republii  an  voters. 

Q.  Out  of  3*25 1— A.  Ont  of  .325.  I  will  explain  this  for  the  information  of  you  all  by  say- 
ing that  tie  city  is  divided  into  wards,  and  the  colored  people  mostly  live  in  the  first  pre- 
cinct, and,  consequently,  that  the  first  precinct  votes  a  solid  republican  vote.  Then  the 
white  people  vote  a  solid  democratic  vote  in  this  precinct,  and  then  there  is  an  intermediate 
precinct  which  is  combined  of  the  two,  and  they  vote  more  mixed. 

Q.  Dill  you  see,  upon  that  occasion,  any  votes  polled  by  negroes  who  were  foreign-bom  7 
— A.  Yes,  sir;  during  the  day,  early  in  the  morning,  at  other  polls.  I  don't  know  about 
that  poll,  becauHe  there  are  no  negroes  who  live  in  that  precinct.  There  is  not  a  negro  family 
lives  there  that  I  know  of.  and  1  live  there  myself  and  am  well  acquainted. 

Q.  I  mean  negroes  of  foreign  birth  1 — A.  Negroes  of  foreign  birth.  Most  of  the  negro 
vote  of  the  island  is  of  foreign  birth,  Cubans  and  Bahamians. 

Q  I  am  speaking  of  the  negro  race.— A.  I  am  speaking  of  the  African  race  and  their  de- 
scendants, whether  mulattoes,  quadroons,  or  what. 
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Q.  Have  yoa  any  idea  of  the  nnmber  of  sDch  rotes  f — A.  I  think  there  are  at  least  400 
ne^rrooA  on  the  island,  Cnhan  nep^roes  and  Bihamian  negroes. 

Q.  You  think  mont  of  them  voted  at  the  recent  election  f — A.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  what- 
ever. The  registry  will  show  that  most  of  them  did  so  vote.  I  think  most  of  them  voted 
on  a  declaration  of  intentions. 

Q.  Where  U  the  poll-'ist  filed  after  the  vote? — ^A  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that,  but  I 
suppose  it  goes  to  the  clerk ;  he  has  charge  of  it  under  the  law.  In  fact,  I  saw  a  certified 
copy  from  him,  so  that  he  must  have  it.  **The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court/*  I  suppose, 
is  bis  title,  and  his  name  is  Barker;  and  I  think  his  initials  are  J.  T.,  though  I  am  not 
certain. 

Q.  Can  you  procure  the  poll-list  of  the  different  precincts  there  t — A.  It  can  be  procured 
by  sending  to  Key  West. 

Q.  Of  all  the  precincts  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  in  charge  of  the  clerk  of  the  court.  If 
the  committee  wish  that  information  about  the  foreign  vote,  he  could  give  that  also  with- 
out any  difiiculty.  I  heard  him  speaking  of  that  very  thing  before  I  left,  and  speaking 
of  the  large  foreign  rote.  He  did  not  confine  it  to  color,  and  made  no  remark  about 
color ;  but  it  is  known  that  most  of  it  is  colored. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Under  the  laws  cf  this  State,  does  a  person  vote  on  a  simple  declaration  of  inten- 
tions?— A.  Yes,  sir;  on  a  simple  declaration  of  intentions;  but  I  think  it  requires  twelve 
months'  residence  in  the  State  and  six  months*  in  the  county,  I  think;  I  am  not  sure  on 
that  point. 

Q   Were  you  an  oflScer  of  this  election  T — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  regular  officer. 

Q.  Were  you  a  candidate  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  candidate  for  whatf — A.  I  was  a  candidate  for  assembly,  and  received  a  majoritj 
of  the  votes  cast. 

Q.  Does  the  success  of  your  election  depend  on  precinct  No.  3  f — A.  It  does. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  the  next  day  at  the  recauvass  of  No.  3f — ^A.  I  passed  by  there  the 
next  day,  and  saw  where  they  were  for  a  moment. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  see  them,  and  what  were  they  doing  f — A.  I  did  not  see  them  doiu|^ 
anything,  except  sitting  around  a  table. 

Q.  Are  you  not  aware, that  these  canvassers  went  on  the  next  day  and  counted  the  ballots 
over  again,  name  by  name,  and  made  out  an  entire  new  tally-list  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  aware, 
from  their  statement • 

Q.  No  matter  about  their  statement.  I  am  asking  you  for  your  own  knowledge. — A. 
Of  my  own  knowledge  I  do  not  know  what  they  did.    They  told  me  what  they  did. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  day  long,  until  twelve  o'clock  at  night  f — ^A.  The  day  of  the 
election  7 

Q.  Yes,  sir ;  at  this  precinct. — A.  No,  sir ;  you  misunderstand  me.  I  said  most  of  the 
day. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  the  other  precincts  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  Early  in  the  morning,  at  the  opening 
of  the  election,  I  was  visiting  the  other  precincts,  and,  when  I  got  over  there,  I  stopped  at 
No.  3  and  remained  there  the  most  of  that  day.  I  visited  No.  4,  No.  2,  and  No.  1,  but  prin- 
cipally No.  4  and  No.  1. 

Q.  Were  there  any  votes  announced  at  that  poll  for  Muloney,  the  night  before  they  ad- 
journed f — A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  remember  seeing  what  I  supposed,  when  I  was  looking 
over  one  of  the  inspector's  shoulders,  who  was  holding  up  his  tickets  close,  was  a  vote  for 
Maloney.  It  was  read  out  as  a  vote  fur  me,  but  it  looKea  to  me  as  if  it  was  cast  for  some- 
body else,  as  I  saw  it,  looking  over  the  shoulder  of  the  inspector.  I  started  to  call  his 
attention  to  it,  but  I  did  not  like  to  interfere,  and  thought  that  I  was  mistaken,  as  he  was 
looking  closely  at  the  tickets.  It  was  a  scratched  ticket,  but  the  inspector  read  it  out  as  a 
democratic  ticket,  and  my  name  was  on  thai  ticket  for  assembly.  This  ticket  looked  as  if 
it  was  marked  with  pencil. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  name  on  it  f — A.  I  could  not  say.  I  supposed  there  was,  until 
he  read  it  out.  I  got  sight  of  it  before  he  read  it,  and  thought  to  myself,  ''  There  is  a  demo 
cratic  ticket  which  is  scratched.*' 

Q.  At  the  time  you  looked  in  on  the  inspectors,  on  the  next  day,  at  precinct  No.  %  to 
where  they  bad  removed  the  box,  who  was  present  besides  the  ofiicers  f — A.  I  did  not  see 
anybody  inside.    There  was  a  great  many  outside. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  took  cnarge  of  the  box  that  night  f~A.  My  recollection  is  that  Mr. 
Kemp  had  charge  of  it. 

Q.  He  was  a  democratic  inspector,  was  he  nott^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  the  key  ? — A.  I  think  the  other  inspector  had  the  key. 

Q.  What  is  his  name?— A    His  name  is  Bartlnm. 

Q.  And  he  was  also  a  democratic  inspector? — A.  Yes,  sin 
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THREATENED  WITH  ASSASSINATION  FOR   TURNING  OUT  IN  A   PROCESSION. 

Tallahassee,  Deetmber  19,  1876. 
Manuel  Govin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  reside  T — Answer.  I  r*^ide  in  Jacksonville. 

Q.  Do  you  bold  any  office  under  the  United  States  t~  A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  postmaster  at 
Jacksonville. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  reside  at  Key  West? — A.  I  did  reside  at  Key  West  previous  to  this  ap- 
pointment.   I  was  collector  of  internal  revenue  there. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during^  the  previous  electioaf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there. 

Q.  What  is  your  nativity? — A.  I  am  from  Cuba. 

Q.  A  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  since  1871. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  various  polling-places,  including  precinct  No.  3,  during  the  election  T 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there. 

Q.  How  often  were  you  at  No.  3t — A.  I  was  there  about  four  times. 

Q.  Did  you  during  that  election  recoive  any  warnings  of  any  character  whatever  in 
retr^rd  to  your  political  course? — A.  I  received,  two  days  previous  to  the  election,  anony- 
naous  letters,  through  the  mail,  that  if  I  should  go  out  to  the  republican  procession  that  was 
g^ing  to  take  place  on  the  6th,  and  on  the  election-day  on  the  7th,  my  lite  was  in  danger. 

Q.  Have  you  the  letters  here? — A.  I  have  not.  I  gave  them  to  the  chairman  of  the  re- 
p  oblican  county  committee  down  there — Dr.  Horstman. 

Q.  Were  you  at  precinct  No.  3  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the  board  that  night  f — 
A.  1  arrived  about  a  few  minutes  after  they  had  adjourned.  I  had  information  there  that 
they  had  not  made  any  proclamation  of  the  votes,  aiid  all  the  figures  that  could  be  collected 
by  some  of  the  witnesses  outside  was  that  there  was  about  350  to  360  democratic  votes,  and 
about  80  to  90  republican  votes.   I  had  that  information  from  Mr.  Eulojio  Rodriguez. 

Q.  Was  that  the  best  information  that  could  be  got  of  the  state  of  the  vote  at  that  pre- 
cinct ? — A.  That  was  the  ore  I  had.  After  visiting  the  other  polls  I  came  to  this  one  to 
get  the  full  vote,  but  I  could  not  get  better  information  than  that  there 

Q.  How  did  that  differ  from  the  vote  that  was  announced  next  morning  T — A.  We  claimed 
to  have  a  majority  in  the  county  of  60  to  65,  that  night ;  but,  on  the  next  morning,  to  the 
coDtranr  of  that,  we  saw  a  democratic  majority  of  some  votes. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  canvass  next  day  t — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  anything  about  that  t — A.  No,  sir.  I  was  going  to  say  that 
at  different  times  I  was  at  that  precinct,  and  could  not  go  up-stairs  to  see  the  votes  cast 
because  it  was  not  allowed  me  to  go.  A  great  many  people  were  there,  and  did  not  allow 
me  to  go  np-stairs,  and  about  forty  or  fifty  republican  votes  were  not  cast  because  they 
were  not  allowed  to  go  np-stairs  to  cast  their  votes. 

Q.  W^hat  prevented  them  from  going  up-stairs  T — A.  The  crowd  of  people  outside.  The 
polls  were  up-stairs  in  a  two-story  house,  and  it  was  np-stairs  that  the  votes  were  cast ;  and 
there  was  a  narrow  stair-case  to  go  up-stairs,  and  there  was  crowds  of  people  there  who 
did  not  allow  the  people  to  g()  and  vote  as  they  wanted. 

Q  And  yon  know,  of  your'own  knowledge,  that  there  were  from  forty  to  fifty  republicans 
who  wanted  to  vote  and  could  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  people  came  to  me  and  complained 
about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  there  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  there,  at  that  place,  they  complained  to  you  about  itf — A.  That  was  one  of  ths 
reasons.  I  went  to  that  poll  about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  because  the  complaint  wae 
brought  to  me;  but  I  could  not  go  up-stairs. 

Q.  Yon  were  there  and  tried  to  get  these  people  the  chance  to  vote,  and  you  could  not 
get  up-stairs  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  Are  you  a  voter  there  f — A.  I  could  not  be  a  voter  there,  when  I  am  a  resident  of 
Jacksonville. 

Q.  When  you  were  in  the  crowd,  in  that  narrow  passage,  did  anybody  interfere  with  you  T 
— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you  f— A.  They  told  me  I  was  not  a  voter,  and  that  I  could  not 
go  np-stairs ;  that  I  was  not  a  resident  of  the  city. 

Q.  Did  not  they  tell  yon  that  the  crowd  was  sufficient  already,  and  that  you  could  not 
interfere  with  the  voting? — A.  They  told  me  I  could  not  go  up  stairs. 

Q.  Did  not  they  tell  you  that  the  reason  was  that  they  wanted  all  to  vote,  and  that  the 
non- voters  crowded  the  passage  f — A.  They  did  not  say  that.  I  claimed,  as  a  citizen  of  my 
country,  that  I  h&d  the  right  to  protect  the  voters  of  my  side. 

<j.  You  say  that  you  saw  men  whp  were  voters  try  to  vote  and  were  refused  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ?— A.  I  saw  a  man  named  Rodriguez,  who  was  not  allowed  to  go  up- 
stairs. 
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Q.  Did  yon  «ee  anybody  prevent  him  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  given  namef — A.  I  do  not  know  his  given  name:  I  know  his  second 
name. 

Q.  Does  he  live  in  Key  West  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  there  are  four  or  five  thousand  Cabans 
there,  and  four  or  five  by  the  name  of  Bodngnez. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  that  he  tried  to  vote  and  was  refused  f — A.  About  twelve  o*c1ock. 

Q.  What  was  said  or  done  to  him  that  you  saw  to  deter  him  from  it  ? — A.  Just  the  same 
as  myself.  When  I  wanted  to  go  up-stairs  they  did  not  allow  me  to  go,  and  when  he  wanted 
to  go  up-stairs  they  would  not  allow  him  to  go. 

Q.  You  said  they  did  not  allow  you  to  go  up-stairs  because  they  told  you  you  were  not  a 
voter  T — A.  They  gave  me  that  reason,  but  they  did  not  give  him  any  at  all. 

Q.  Who  prevented  him  from  going  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  who  they  were ;  only  white  men 
who  were  there. 

Q.  Would  you  know  them  if  you  saw  them  again  f — A.  I  think  if  I  should  I  would. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  know  their  names  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  a  resident  of  that  local' ty, 
and  have  not  been  lately,  for  five  or  six  months,  and  consequently  I  did  not  know  them,  and 
that  was  a  section  of  the  city  where  I  never  used  to  go. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  these  men  on  the  stairs  show  pistols  T~A.  I  saw  two  or  three  in  their  pocketa* 
They  never  took  them  in  their  hands,  bat  I  saw  them  in  their  pockets. 


Tallahassee,  Deeember  19,  1876. 

VO  CHALLENGIKO  ALLOWED. 

Juan  M.  Reyes  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  election  in  Monroe  County,  precinct  No.  3,  Key  West  7— 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  7th  of  November  last  t— -A.  On  the  7th  of  November  last,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  the  board  of  election-officers  did  with  reference  to  canvassing  the  vote. — A. 
We  opened  the  poll  at  8  o'clock.  I  was  the  only  republican  inspector  there.  The  other  in- 
spectors were  democrats  and  the  clerk  was  democratic.  I  challenged  three  or  four  Cuban 
votes,  because  I  was  sure  that  they  were  illegal  votes,  but  as  soon  as  I  took  the  word  for  chal* 
lenging  all  the  people  there  say,  **  You  have  no  right  to  say  that  impertinent  question ;  yoa 
only  have  to  take  the  vote  and  put  it  in  the  box.*'  I  was  working  that  way  all  day  until 
after  sunset.  After  sunset  we  commenced  to  canvass  the  vote  and  at  1  o'clock  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Kemp,  proposed  to  adjourn  until  the  next  day.  On  next  day  we  commenced  to  canvass 
the  vote,  and  we  found  three  votes  for  Maloney  that  were  not  found  the  night  betore. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  adjourn  that  nightt — A.  At  one  o'clock  in  the  night ;  from 
twelve  to  one. 

Q.  How  far  had  you  got  along  with  the  canvass  of  the  votes  7  What  had  you  done  up 
to  that  time  7— A.  You  must  please  repeat ;  I  don't  understand  it. 

Q.  Had  you  completed  the  canvass  of  the  vote  that  night  T — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cooper: 
Q   Had  you  completed  the  count  of  the  votes  7— A.  We  had  counted  the  votes,  bat  we 
did  not  make  the  proclamation  until  the  next  day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  were  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  are  sure  of  that  fact  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  not  announced  to  the  crowd  until  the  next  day  f — A.  Until  the  next  day. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  ballot-box  when  you  adjourned  that  night  f  What  was  done  with 
it  7— A.  The  ballot-box  was  taken  by  Mr.  Kemp,  with  the  tally  and  everything,  and  the  key 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Bartlum,  the  young  man. 

Q.  Was  anything  placed  in  your  ctiarge  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  evidence  of  the  state  of  the  polls  t — A.  No,  sir ;  when  I  went  away,  I  went  away 
with  two  friends  of  mine,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  them  to  the  fact  that  they  don't  give 
me  anything.     One  of  them  took  the  key  and  the  other  the  box. 

THE  adjournment  AND  COUNT  THE  NEXT  DAY. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  to  the  adjournment,  or  did  they  ask  you  whether  you  wanted  to  adjourn 
or  not  T — A.  They  asked  me.  I  was  alone  and  they  were  three,  and  all  the  day  I  agreed,  be- 
cause I  had  nothing  to  say  against  them,  and  I  agreed  to  that,  and  the  next  dav  they  toH  me 
to  meet  them  at  Mr.  Kemp's  store.    I  went  to  meet  them  at  Mr.  Kemp's  store,  and  the  clerk  told 
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me  they  wefe  in  the  second-precinct  hoase.  and  I  wf*nt  there  and  I  met  them  there.  Then 
tbey  commenced  to  count  a^rain.  On  the  precedtn^^  nig^ht  we  had  461  votes,  and  on  the 
second  day  we  found  460.  We  wore  countin^r  and  conutin^  aod  always  found  460,  and  we 
went  to  the  book  and  always  found  461,  and  then  we  loolced  at  the  clerk's  book  and  the 
clerk  had  made  No.  29  twice  an4  there  was  onlv*  460  instead  of  461,  and  on  the  next  day 
we  found  3  votes  for  Mr.  Maloney  we  didnU  find  the  nij^ht  before. 

Q.  Did  von  find  the  three  votes  the  night  before? — A.  No,  sir;  we  ^ve  them  to  Mr. 
Harris,  and  the  next  day  we  j^ave  them  to  Mr.  Maloney. 

Q.  How  happened  it  that  these  voten  for  Mr.  Maloney  were  overlooked  the  night  before? — 
A.  I  don*t  know.  Sometimes  I  called  the  names,  sometimes  Mr.  Bartlum,  sometimes  Mr. 
Kemp,  in  the  counting  on  the  night.  We  commenced  vote  by  vote,  ticket  by  ticket,  but 
afterward  we  took  five  tickets ;  sometimes  I  looked  at  the  tickets  and  handed  them  to  Mr. 
Bartlum  and  he  called  the  names  off  and  sometimes  he  would  do  the  same  with  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  all  the  tickets  yourself  that  were  in  the  box  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  read  them  all— ^very  one  of  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wore  those  Maloney  tickets  printed  or  scratched? — A.  Printed  on  the  democratic 
ticket ;  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Harris  they  printed  Mr.  Maloney's  name.  There  was  no  writing 
done,  scratching  one  name  out  and  writing  another  in  over  it ;  they  were  printed. 

Q.  In  the  same  type  as  the  rest  of  the  ticket  f — A.  In  the  same  type  as  the  rest  of  the 
ticket ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  yon  get  through  with  the  canvass  on  the  second  day  7 — A.  Between  one 
and  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  You  were  in  session  on  the  second  canvass  firom  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning — ^  A. 
Until  between  one  and  two  o'clock,  and  then  we  made^the  returns  and  we  signed  them  and 
sealed  them,  and  did  everything. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  registration-book  at  that  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  that  registration-book  come  from  7 — A.  From  the  county  commissioners. 
The  circuit  court  sent  us  the  book. 

Q.  Wore  any  names  written  in  that  book  at  that  election? — A.  The  names  of  the  voters. 

Q.  Were  there  any  additional  names  besides  those  that  came  from  the  clerk  ? — A.  In  the 
day-time  some  persons  came  to  vote  and  their  names  were  not  on  the  book,  and  Mr.  Kemp, 
aft«*r  their  taking  the  oath,  put  the  names  down  in  this  list  in  the  book.  This  was  objected 
by  the  republican  challengers.  The  republican  challen|^er8  object  to  that,  but  they  do  what 
they  liked.     I  know  it  is  against  the  law,  too,  and  I  obiected. 

Q.  Were  the  repnblican  challengers  listened  to  respectfully,  and  allowed  to  perform  t'  eir 
duty,  or  were  they  interrupted  ? — A.  They  told  Mr.  Kemp,  **Mr.  Kemp,  you  have  no  right 
to  put  any  names  on  that  book ;"  but  he  put  their  names  on  the  book. 

Q.  In  challenging  voters,  were  they  allowed  to  challenge  all  day  long  ? — A.  When  the 
republican  challengers  went  to  challenge  a  vote,  the  people — the  crowd  there — would  sav, 
**  O,  don't  answer  these  impertinent  questions ;  the  only  thing  you  have  to  do  is  to  take  the 
oath,  and,  after  taking  the  oath,  you  have  a  right  to  vote."  I  myself  challenged  four  Cu- 
ban votes.  One  was  called  Hermanez.  He  came  from  Spain,  and  he  went  to  Cuba  to  free 
the  Cubans,  and  was  captured  and  imprisoned  two  years ;  he  came  back  only  recentlv, 
aod  I  was  sure  he  had  no  right  to  vote.  I  objected,  but  could  do  nothing ;  he  took  the 
oath,  and  thoy  took  ihe  vote.  I  know  another,  Francesco  Gonzales ;  and  he  gave  there 
another  name.  |I  objected,  on  the  gpround  that  I  wanted  to  know  his  name;  but  he  voted.  I 
objected  to  another,  named  Brabo,  a  Floridian,  on  the  ground  that  in  the  city  election  he  was 
rejected  because  he  had  been  out  of  the  city  more  than  one  year.  He  voted.  I  objected  to 
one  Cuban,  Pedro  Garcia,  because  he  was  a  minor.    He  voted,  too. 

By  Senator  Cooper  : 

Q.  Tbev  took  the  oath  ?— A.  They  took  the  oath.  When  I  challenged,  Mr.  Kemp  wrote 
in  the  book  the  letter  C,  which  means  challenged:  and  I  saw  that  the  law  is,  when  a  vote 
is  challenged,  not  to  write  the  letter  C  in  the  book,  but  to  write  the  letter  C  on  the  ballot. 
In  the  city  election,  which  took  place  some  two  years  before,  we  wrote  the  challenges  in 
the  ballot. 

Q.  You  say  you  counted  460  votes  that  night?— A.  No ;  the  first  night  we  counted  461. 
I  counted  the  votes  the  night  before,  with  the  other  inspector,  aod  we  went  through  the 
book,  and  it  was  correct,  461.  In  the  book  it  was  461,  and  the  ballots  was  461,  and  then 
the  next  day  there  was  only  460.  There  was  a  mistake  in  the  count,  and'  the  clerk  wrote 
the  number  29  twice.    It  was  a  mistake  of  the  clerk. 

Q.  And  there  were  but  460  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  all. 
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Tallahassee,  December  19,  1876. 

NO  ANNOUNCEMENT  OP  VOTE. 

Charles  T.  F.  Clarke  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  T — Answer.  Key  West 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— A.  I  am  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  published  there,  called 
the  Key  West  Dinpatch. 

Q.  Were  you  present  durin^^  the  election  of  the  7th  of  November,  at  precinct  No.  3,  Key 
West  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  during  the  canvass  of  the  vote,  or  the  partial  canvass,  made  that 
night  f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  tally-sheets  of  the  canvass  until  the  inspectors  adjourned  T~A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  any  result  or  determination  announced  before  the  adjournment  f — ^A.  None  was 
announced. 

Q.  You  were  there  f — A.  I  was  there,  and  the  inspector  made  no  annonnoement  what- 
ever. At  the  word  *'  Let's  adjourn,"  they  all  adjourned.  Mr.  Kemp,  one  of  the  inspectors, 
said,  '*Ii*8  no  good;  we'll  have  to  go  over  this  whole  thing  to-morrow.  Let's  adjourn,** 
That  was  said  while  the  clerk  was  complaining  about  his  eyesight  being  bad,  and  that  he 
could  not  very  well  see ;  that  he  was  tired  and  could  not  see. 

Q.  Y('U  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  news  for  your  paper,  and  therefore  noticed 
everything  that  occurred  f — A.  That  was  mv  object  in  being  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  auything  about  the  addition  of  names  on  the  registration-book  7 — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  law  governing  that  matter,  as  you  understand  it ;  what  persons  have  a 
right  to  add  their  names  to  the  registration-book  f — ^A.  None  at  all,  without  a  certificate  from 
the  clerk  that  his  name  had  been  improperly  stricken  off  from  the  registration.  I  have  been 
at  elections  before  where  men  wanted  to  be  put  on  the  registration*  tK>ok,  and  they  have  all 
gone  to  the  clerk  and  then  the  clerk  would  give  them  a  certificate  about  their  letters  showing 
tneir  intention  ;  but  in  this  case  they  did  not  d  j  it. 

Q.  Were  these  parties  placed  upon  the  <'egistration-book  without  any  such  certificate  7-* 
A.  YeH,  sir  ;  they  were  written  i>n  the  registration-list  by  the  inspectors. 

Q.  Were  they  allowed  to  vote  Y — A.  They  were  allowed  to  vote.  Those  were  the  parties 
I  challenged, 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  republican  challengers  ?~A.  I  was. 

CHATXEHGBR  DRIVEN  OFF. 

Q.  Were  you  interfered  with  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  as  such  ?-*A.  I  was. 

Q.  In  what  manner? — A.  In  very  many  cases  I  was  told  that  I  was  in  the  wrong  part  of 
the  town,  and  they  used  veir  threatening  language.  **  By  Ood,  Clarke,  you  h^  better 
clear  out  of  this,  or  the  next  thing  you  know  you  will  know  nothing.**  I  would  pass  out  of 
the  passage,  and  I  would  hear  somebody  say,  **  Can*t  you  give  that  spectacled  son  of  a  bitch 
a  clip  in  the  snoot  f  **  I  was  told  I  had  no  right  there,  because  Ijwas  not  one  of  the  inspect- 
ors, and  besides  I  was  in  the  wrong  part  of  the  town ;  and  all  such  language  I  took  as  a 
threat,  knowing  as  I  do  the  feeling  that  exists  between  the  people  in  that  portion  of  the 
town — between  the  colored  people  and  the  whites.  This  was  very  strictly  a  white  demo- 
cratic precinct,  and  I  know  what  the  treatment  is  that  the  colored  people  alwavs  receive, 
and  I  know  what  my  little  colored  boys  who  carry  my  paper  have  received,  and  that  men 
of  that  race  had  received  on  many  occasions,  such  language  as  they  had  been  using.  An- 
other matter,  again,  in  which  I  was  intimidated  was— I  felt  intimidated,  although  I  pre- 
tended not  to  be — that  I  found  in  the  afternoon,  about  that  time,  a  full  display  of  lire-arms. 

Q.  About  the  poll  T~A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did  not  have  them  out,  but  I  could  see  tkaa 
about  their  persons. 

Q.  What  were  thev  ;  pistols  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  revolvers. 

Q.  Was  the  crowd  noisy  or  quiet  ?— A.  They  were  noisy  in  the  evening,  and  especially 
during  the  canvass,  or  the  partial  canvass. 

Q.  While  you  were  watching  this  partial  canvass,  were  there  any  votes  discovered  for 
W.  C.  Maloney  ?~A.  Not  one.  W.  C.  Maloney*s  name  was  not  called ;  he  was  an  inde- 
pendent candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  his  name  was  not  called  that  night.  I  did  not 
nave  it  on  my  check-list,  neither  did  the  clerk,  and  we  sat  side  by  side. 

Q.  Was  Maloney  the  next  day  shown  to  have  received  any  votes  f — A.  The  next  day  I 
heard  that  Maloney  had  received  three  votes.    I  had  that  from  another  inspector. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  appears  by  the  cflicial  certificate  of  the  inspectors  or  notf 
Have  you  ever  seen  it?— A.  I  have  never  seen  the  official  certificate,  but  I  heard  what  thj 
figures  were. 

Q.  It  WMS  so  publicly  announced  7— A.  Yes,  sir.  On  the  next  day  I  believe  it  was  an- 
nounced. 
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Q.  Did  you  eontimie  to  discharge  jour  duty  as  chiUleD|^r  all  day  f — A.  I  continned  all 
^ay.  I  was  at  the  polls  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morninf^  uutil  miduight,  with  the  exception 
of  one  hoar  that  I  went  to  dinner.  I  left  a  colored  man  in  my  place  when  I  went  to  dinner. 
I  Ifft,  I  think>,  with  Mr.  Cespedes ;  it  was  about  midday,  between  twelve  and  one,  some- 
'n-faere  in  the  neighborhood  of  midday,  and  I  left  a  colored  man  in  my  place,  and  when  I  re- 
turned I  found  him  outside  of  the  building.  I  asked  the  canse,  for  i  strictly  asked  him  not 
to  leave,  and  he  told  me- 

Q.  That  you  need  not  state.    Did  he  appear  to  be  in  fear  t—A.  Tea,  sir ;  he  told  me  so. 

Q.  Did  he  have  the  appearance  of  fear  T — A.  Yes,  sir^  he  had  the  anpearauce  of  fear. 

Q.  Did  it  require  any  nerve  on  your  part  to  remain  there  during  the  day  with  this  lan- 
guage and  these  weapons  which  yoa  saw  t-<^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  seemed  not  to  have  courage  enough  to  stand  it  7— -A.  He  seemed  not  to  have 
courage  enough. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  You  said  you  staid  at  the  polls  all  day  ?-^A.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  exception  of  one  hour. 
Q.  You  voted  t— A.  Yes,sir« 


TESTIMONY  OF  F.  N.  WICKER. 

Tallahassee,  December  19,  1876. 
F.  N.  Wicker  sworn  and  examined* 

By  the  CHAIRMAN : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  T— Answer*  Key  West,  FloTid»,  Monroe  County. 

Q.  Have  you  any  position  there,  with  relation  to  the  republican  party  7 — A.  I  am  chair 
man  of  the  county  executive  committee. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  the  various  precincts  in  Key  West  on  last  electiomdayf — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  you  frec^nently  at  No.  3  precinct  t — A.  I  was  there  several  times  during  the  day. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  it  at  about  twelve  o^clock  midnight,  or  thereabouts,  to  ascertain  the  re- 
rait  t — A.  I  did  ;  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  I  visited  the  precinct. 

Q.  Were  the  other  precincts  at  that  time  counted  t — A.  They  were. 

Q.  And  the  result  publicly  announced  f— A.  Publicly  announced.  In  tlie  first  precinct 
they  had  completed  their  returns.  In  the  fourth  precinct  they  were  filling  in  the  returns. 
They  had  made  the  announcement  of  them,  and  they  were  just  finishing  the  returns.  In 
the  second  precinct  they  had  completed  the  canvass,  made  the  returns,  and  the  inspectors 
had  jnst  left,  and  I  met  one  of  them  and  he  gave  me  the  official  result. 

Q.  In  all  these  precincts  had  they  filled  np  the  papers  fully  t— A.  In  all  these  precincts 
they  had  filled  up  the  papers  fully.  In  the  third  precinct  we  drove  over  in  a  buggy,  as  it 
was  some  distance  off.  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock,  between  twelve  and  one,  and  we  found 
the  place  dark,  closed  up,  and  was  nnable  to  get  the  official  result. 

Q.  Could  you  get  any  information  in  reference  to  it  f~A.  Only  from  by-standers  whom 
I  picked  np  on  the  road,  and  they  gave  me  what  they  heard  the  result  was.  I  may  say 
that  I  added  the  street  rumor  there  to  the  actual  vote  of  the  other  precincts,  and  telegraphed 
the  result  to  the  chairman  of  the  republican  State  committee, 

Q.  Was  that  a  republican  majority  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  small  repnblican  majority  in  all  the 
precincts,  adding  the  majority  in  precinct  No.  3,  according  to  the  rumors  I  leceived  on  the 
street,  and  the  majority  in  the  three  precincts  I  had  visited. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  known  that  the  vote  was  annonnced  in  tlmt  precinct  t— A.  I  sup* 
pnsed  at  that  time  that  they  had  completed  their  labor  and  had  gone  home ;  that  they 
bad  completed  their  canvass,  and  made  up  their  final  returns. 

Q.  How  did  the  size  of  the  other  precincts  compare  with  precinct  No.  3;  for  instance, 
how  did  precincts  Nos.  I  and  2  compare  with  it  ? — A.  Precincts  Nos.  1  and  2  are  much  larger 
than  No.  3,  poUicg  over  600  votes  each. 

Q.  And  they  had  cx)mpleted  their  count  f — A.  Tliey  had  completed  their  count,  and  I  was 
not  undeceived  in  regard  to  the  matter  until  the  next  afternoon  about  four  o'clock,  when  I 
learned  that  there  was  a  small  dem«>cratic  majority  in  the  city,  and  that  the  majority  had 
heen  determined  in  jprecinct  No.  3,  which  had  iust  completed  its  canvass. 

Q.  What  were  the  inspectors  at  precinct  No.  3,  white  or  black  7— A.  They  were  white 
men. 

<^.  Were  they  intelligent  white  men  understanding  the  law  f~A.  They  were  intelligent 
white  men,  nnusually  so,  more  intelligent  than  Uie  usual  run  of  inspectors  at  other  pre- 
cincts; educated  men  and  businessmen. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  copy  of  the  law  there  ?— A.  They  did;  a  copy  of  the  law  governing 
elections,  furnished  for  their  infonnation  and  guidance. 

Q.  In  pamphlet  form  or  in  the  volume  of  statutes  f — A.  I  think  it  is  in  pamphlet  form, 
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printed  especially  for  election  parposes ;  an  extract  of  the  law  giving  the  election  law  in 
ful. 

Q.  Does  the  election  law  reqaire  that  the  canvass  shall  be  completed  without  adjoarn- 
m(»ntf — A.  It  does.  It  says  as  soon  as  the  polls  are  finally  closed  the  canvass  shall  be 
made,  in  public,  and  continued  without  adjournment  until  completed,  and  the  certificate 
sifrned  and  return  made. 

VIOLENCE  ABOUT  THE  POLLS. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything:  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  voters  at  the  polls  in  the  third 

SrfKiinct ;  were  you  there  often  enough  to  observe  what  took  place  there  7 — A.  During  the 
ay — of  course  it  is  a  white  precinct,  and  you  will  find  but  few  colored  men  there — the  chal- 
lengers seemed  to  be  overruled  by  threats  and  jeers.  **  O,  that  man  is  a  voter,  what  do  yon 
mean  f  **  and  expressions  of  that  kind.  If  a  republican  challenger  challenged  a  vote,  he 
seemed  to  be  overruled  by  remarks  from  the  outside,  and  by  others  standing  in  the  room 
where  tiie  poll  was  being  held.  The  room  was  about  twenty  feet  square,  wiUi  a  railing  in 
it,  and  the  ballot-boxes  were  kept  inside  the  railing.  The  public  that  came  up-stairs  re- 
mained in  the  room,  so  that  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  people  in  the  room  all  the  time ;  and 
I  saw  tuHt  it  was  unpleasant  for  the  challengers  to  do  their  duty,  and  they  seemed  to  be 
overawed  by  these  lemarkn.  Complaint  was  made  to  me,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  by 
different  ones,  about  these  remarks  that  were  made  and  threats  that  they  had  better  go  up  to 
Niegertown,  &c. 

Q.  Did  thin  system  apply  to  the  voters,  aside  from  the  challengers  f — A.  No  ;  it  applied 
more  particularly  to  the  challengers.  As  to  the  voters,  in  going  to  and  from  the  polls  I  did 
not  pay  much  attention  to  that. 

Q  At  the  polls  how  was  it  t— A.  Well,  the  voters,  as  near  as  I  could  ascertain,  voted  and 
went  about  their  business  again,  but  in  filing  into  the  polls  and  while  there  personal  remarks 
weie  made. 

ATTEMPT  TO  EXCITE  TO  VIOLENCE. 

Q.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  put  voters  in  fear,  or  to  excite  hatred  against  them,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  very  serious  attempt  made  to  excite  hatred 
against  the  colored  people  especially.  A  few  days  prior  to  the  election,  three  notices  were 
posted  in  front  of  the  residence  of  three  prominent  aemocratic  citizens  of  Kev  West ;  one  in 
front  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  William  Curry,  the  millionaire  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  one 
of  the  infiuential  men  in  Key  West.  This  notice  was  written  in  a  disguiited  hand,  purport- 
ing to  have  been  written  by  a  colored  person  with  words  misspelled,  and  threatening  Mr. 
Curry  if  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  that  his  property  would  be  burned  ;  his  house  would 
be  burned.  The  author,  that  is,  the  writer,  says :  **  My  name  is  hell,  and  I  will  bum  your 
property  to  the  ground  It  may  be  three  months,  six  months,  twelve  months  or  eighteen 
months,  but  I  will  burn  it  to  the  gniund,  for  my  name  is  hell."  Of  course,  that  was  put 
upon  the  colored  people.  We  got  the  notices,  Mr.  Curry  showed  his  notice  to  me,  and  an- 
other notice  was  to  Captain  .Jack  Alderslade,  and  another  was  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Herrman.  It 
excited  a  bitter  feeling  against  the  colored  people,  supposing  these  notices  had  emanated 
from  the  colored  people. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  as  to  their  authorship  ? — A.  Well,  I  g^t  the  notices  and  I 
compared  the  handwriting  with  some  on  file  in  my  office.  It  was-not,  however,  satisfactory; 
but  I  took  the  liberty  of  explaining  to  William  Curry  that  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  several  democrats,  that  notice  was  written  by  one  of  his  best  aemocratic  friends.  1  gnve 
him  my  reasons :  that  this  party  was  very  anxious  to  get  out  every  democratic  vote,  and  Will- 
iam Curry  was  lukewarm,  and  it  was  thought  that  would  stir  him  up  better  than  anything 
elne,  and  excite  the  feeling  of  the  Conchos,  as  the  white  people  are  called  who  come  from 
Nassau  and  the  Bahamas.  There  is  not  a  full-blooded  white  man  on  the  islasd.  They  are 
all  Bahamians,  and  it  had  that  effect  to  stir  up  that  bitter  feeling.  Captain  Alderslade,  who 
received  the  second  notice,  intended  to  leave  tor  New  York  the  dav  before  the  election,  but 
he  became  alarmed  for  fear  his  property  would  be  burned,  and  did  not  go  ;  that  being  his 
excuse,  that  he  wanted  to  protect  his  property. 

Q.  Were  there  any  demonstrations  of  violence  made  by  the  colored  people  t — A.  None 
whatever.  [  called  a  public  meeting,  and  denounced  this  thincr  in  public,  and  was  sus- 
tained in  denouncing  it  by  every  colored  man  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  who  also  denounced 
it,  and  said  there  was  not  a  colored  man  who  could  live  on  the  island,  and  would  attempt  a 
thing  of  that  kind,  as  Mr.  Curry  was  a  gentleman,  and  respected  by  all,  black  and  white 
alike.  It  had  the  effect,  however,  of  creating  a  very  bitter  feeling  for  the  time  bt^iug. 
Then  there  were  rumors  of  a  riot  brought  to  me,  as  chairman  of  the  republican  committee. 
They  said  they  feared  a  riot  between  the  colored  people  and  the  Cubans,  and  the  Cubans 
would  come  to  me  and  ask  me  to  keep  the  colored  people  quiet,  when,  in  fact,  there  was  no 
intention  of  a  riot ;  but  the  leading  democrats  insisted  there  must  be  a  riot,  as  they  were 
talking  about  it  all  the  time.  A  rumor  was  started  by  the  democrats  to  the  effect  that 
I  was  arming  the  colored  people  and  Cubans  from  the  custom-house ;  and  that  I  had  large 
gritidstone.i  in  the  rear  of  the  building,  on  which  the  Cubans  were  sharpening  their  machetes, 
sharpening  their  long  knives  with  which  to  murder  women  and  children.  The  dem- 
ocrats pretended  to  believe  it ;    and   Mr.  A«a  Tift,  a  prominent  citisen  aud  resident  of 
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Georgia,  And  who  carries  on  business  in  Florida,  called  on  me  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any 
tenth  in  the  report,  stating  that  lie  had  been  down  to  Mr.  Carry's  store,  and  that  there  was 
great  excitement  there,  and  that  it  was  reported  I  was  arminf^  the  colored  people.  He  said, 
"  I  know  there  is  nothing  in  it ;  bnt  I  was  asked  to  come  up  and  see  you,  and,  although  I  know 
it  is  not  true,  and  that  you  are  a  gentleman,  and  would  not  do  anything  of  the  kind,  yet, 
at  the  same  time,  I  want  you  to  t«ll  me  that  it  is  not  true,  so  that  I  can  tell  them  I  have 
jonr  word  for  denying  it."  I  told  him  that  there  was  nothing  in  it,  and  in  half  an  hour  after- 
ward I  was  waited  upon  by  Livingston  W.  Bethel,  of  Key  West,  the  democratic  mayor  of 
that  city,  who  asked  me  the  same  question  :  if  I  was  arming  the  colored  people  from  the 
custom-house.  By  that  time  I  was  considerably  indignant,  and  I  informed  the  mayor  that 
I  had  heard  enough  about  riot,  and  that  they  wanted  a  riot,  but  would  not  have  one  unless 
they  started  it;  that  they  were  anxious  for^iots,  and  continually  talking  about  riots  ;  but 
that  all  the  talk  upon  that  subject  was  on  the  part  of  the  democrats,  and  that  instead  of  the 
negroes  being  armed,  the  democrats  were  buying  shot-guns  from  William  Curry's  store, 
anil  that  nearly  every  man  carried  a  pistol,  and  they  acted  as  if  they  wanted  a  riot,  and 
would  be  d'sappointed  if  they  did  not  have  one.  By  this  talk  and  other  subjects,  I  presume 
the  colored  people  were  actually  frightened  and  intimidated.  You  can  readily  understand 
what  the  effect  of  all  this  would  be  in  a  community  of  colored  people  hearing  all  this  talk 
going  on,  each  one  knowing  he  was  not  going  to  start  a  riot,  but  fearing  that  some  one  else 
might,  and  that  the  whites  would  go  to  Shooting  at  them. 

Q.  Did  that  have  an  effect  upon  the  republican  vote?— A.  I  think  that  had  an  effect  upon 
the  vole  out  in  what  we  term  **  the  bush,"  outside  of  the  city  limits,  for  the  colored  vote 
was  80  very  light. 

Q.  You  think  that  they  were  afraid  to  come  in  and  vote? — A.  I  think  they  were 
afraid  to  corae  in  and  vote.  At  the  colored  precinct,  I  think,  about  400  votes  were  polled  at 
precinct  No.  4.  You  never  could  iind  over  twenty-five  colored  people  standing  aoout  the 
polls  at  any  one  time. 

Q.  How  many  votes  arc  usually  cast  in  that  precinct  at  an  .election  that  excites  the  inte  r 
est  of  the  people? — A.  The  dividing-line  runs  right  through  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Key 
West,  and  one  side  is  the  county.  We  have  about  800  voters  in  the  city  and  outside  in  the 
county.  The  island  is  only  five  miles  long,  and  the  city  is  on  one  end  of  it,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants are  all  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Q.  You  were  speaking  of  how  many  votes  were  usually  cast  at  precinct  No.  4.  What  is 
the  vote  of  the  precinct  usnally  for  an  election  of  importance? — A,  That  is  a  precinct  created 
for  this  election  by  the  county  commissioners,  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  vote  has  been. 
That  is  what  we  term  **  out  in  the  bush." 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  were  registered  this  year  in  that  precinct? — A.  None  are 
registered  in  precincts ;  they  are  registered  in  counties. 

Q.  How  many  are  registered  in  the  county  ? — A.  I  think  about  800  colored  votes. 

Q.  How  many  were  cast?— A.  I  think  about  250  colored  votes  were  cast  in  that  precinct. 

Q.  And  how  many  at  other  precincts  ?  I  want  to  know  how  many  colored  votes  were 
cast  in  the  county? — A.  I  think  about  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  county. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make  in  this  matter  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  of 
anything  further. 

By  Mr.  Cooper  : 

Q.  How  many  voters  are  there  actually  in  the  county  ? 

THE  VOTE  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

A-  The  total  registered  vote  of  the  county  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven.  When  I  speak  of  the 
county  it  is  virtually  the  city  of  Key  West. 

Q.  How  many  were  polled  ? — A.  Two  thousand  and  twenty-seven. 

Q.  Then  you  voted  over  two  thousand  ? — A.  I  think  the  highest  vote  was  2,027. 

Q.  You  say  the  election-laws  require  that  the  canvassers  shall  canvass  the  vote  and  sign 
the  certificate  before  they  adjourn  1 — A.  They  do.  The  reading  is  that  as  soon  as  the  polls 
are  finally  closed — they  are  closed  once,  between  twelve  and  one 

Q.  I  mean  the  tinal  closing? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  law  says  that  as  soon  as  the  polls  are 
finally  closed  the  inspectors  shall  proceed  to  canvass  the  vote,  which  shall  be  done  in  public, 
and  completed  before  adjournment,  and  sign  the  certificate.  The  last  few  words  I  would 
not  be  positive  of  in  regard  to  the  signing  of  the  certificate ;  but  the  law  is  quito  at  hand, 
and  can  be  referred  to. 

Q.  You  were  reciting  your  opinion  of  tho  law,  and  I  wanted  to  know  what  it  was. — A. 
As  I  would  read  it  here,  it  is  that  as  soon  as  the  polls  are  finally  closed  the  inspector  shall 
proceed  to  canvass  the  vote,  which  shall  be  done  in  public,  and  continue  without  adjourn- 
ment until  completed. 

Q.  But  you  added  the  other,  about  the  signing  the  certificates  ?— A.  I  say,  iucludinsr  the 
"ignlDg  of  the  certificates.  I  assume  that  is  part  of  the  law.  The  canvass  is  not  completed, 
of  course,  until  the  return  is  made, 
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Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  saj  that  tbe  law  says  the  certificate  shall  be  signed  before  ad- 
journment ? — A.  That  I  say  I  am  not  positive  of. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  that  the  law  demands  that  ? — A.  I  am  positive  that  it  contemplates 
that,  alihough  tbe  including  of  the  sijrning  of  the  certificate  may  not  appear  by  the  reading 
of  the  law.  The  law  contemplates  that,  however,  by  saying  that  the  canvass  shall  be  pub- 
lic, and  continued  without  adjournment  until  completed.  Completing  the  canvass,  I  claim, 
includes  the  signing  of  tbe  certificates. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  is  in  the  law  or  not  7 — A.  I  claim  tbe  law  covers  that 
point. 

Q.  Even  if  it  stopped  at  tbe  other  T— A.  Even  if  it  stopped  at  the  other. 

Q.  That  would  be  your  opinion  ? — A.  That  would  be  my  opinion.  The  other,  I  think,  is 
pretty  near  the  reading  of  the  law.  Of  course,  I  cannot  carry  it  in  my  mind  accurately, 
but  I  have  read  it  a  great  many  times. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  As  you  understand  the  law,  do  you  think  inspectors  under  the  law  could  adjourn  un- 
til the  next  day,  and  then  go  on  and  count  the  ballots  over  again,  and  make  their  return 
according  to  what  they  discovered  the  next  day  in  counting  the  votes  ?— A.  Could  they  do 
that? 

Q.  Yes,  sir.— A.  Not  legally;  it  i.s  a  positive  violation  of  law,  the  moment  they  adjourn 
or  reconvene  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  in  an  absolute  case  of  sickness,  or  to  obey 
necessary  causes,  or  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Does  the  law  speaic  of  necessary  causes  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  covered  under  tbe  law. 
They  are  allowed  to  adjourn,  during  the  hour  between  12  and  1,  for  dinner. 
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AGREEMENT  IN  REGARD  TO  C.  H.  PEARCE. 


Tallahassee,  December  26,  1876. 
The  following^  admission  was  ajipreed  apon  bj  the  members  of  the  committee  : 
It  is  admitte  1  (hat  Charles  H.  Pearce  was  on  the  republican  electoral  ticket  at  the  elec- 
tion of  November  7,  1876,  and  received  his  certificate  or  election,  and  voted  and  acted  as 
sQcb  elector ;  that  be  was  convicted  of  offerinfi^  a  bribe  at  the  November  term,  1870.  of  the 
circait  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Leon,  State  of  Florida,  and  was  sentenced  on  sueh 
conviction  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  four 
months  ;  that  the  legislature  of  Florida  has  not  passed  any  law  providing^  regulations  rela- 
tive to  the  manner  of  applying  for  pardons,  and  the  following  pardon  .was  thereafter  granted 
to  the  said  Charles  H.  Pearce : 

State  of  Florida,— Pardon. 

Whereas,  at  a  meeting  this  day  hell  at  the  capitol  at  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  at  which 
were  present  his  excellency  Samuel  T.  Day,  lieutenant  and  acting  governor  of  said  State, 
E.  M.  Randall,  chief-justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  said  State,  O.  d.  Hart  and  James  D. 
Westcott,  jr.,  associate  justices  of  said  court,  and  H.  Bisbee,  jr.,  attorney-general  of  said 
State,  who,  under  the  constitution  of  said  State,  have  full  power  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures, commute  punishments,  and  grant  pardons  after  convictions,  it  was  determined 
that  the  punishment  to  which  Charles  H.  Pearce,  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  held  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Leon,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  the  judgement  of  said 
court  rendered  at  the  November  term,  A.D.I 870, was  sentenced  upon  a  conviction  for 
the  offense  of  conuptly  offering  a  bribe  to  Mr.  Frederick  Hill,  a  member  of  the  assembly 
of  said  State,  to  wit,  that  the  said  Pearce  should  forfeit  and  pay  tho  State  of  Florida 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  of  said  county  four 
months,  ought  to  be  remitted : 

Wherefore  be  it  known,  that  the  said  Charles  H.  Pearce  is  hereby  discharged  and  ab- 
solved from  the  judgment  and  penalty  aforesaid,  and  is  pardoned  of  the  said  offense. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have,  at  the  capitol  at  Tallahassee,  hereunto  set  our  hands  this 
29ih  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1872. 

SAMUEL  T.  DAY, 

Acting  Governor. 
E.  M.  RANDALL, 

Chief  Justice  Supreme  Court 
[us.]  O.B.HART, 

Associate  Justice  Supreme  Court. 
JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT.  Jr., 

Associate  Justice  Supreme  Court, 
H.  BISBEE. 

Attorney-General. 

I,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  forgoing  is  a  correct  transcript  from  the  records  of  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  State 
of  Florida  this  26th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

[L.8.]  SAMUEL  B.  McLIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  MANDAMUS. 


Petition  for  mandamus,  filed  December  13, 1876. 

To  the  honorable  ihejaeiiced  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Slate  of  Florida. 

The  petition  of  George  F.  Drew  respectf  oily  showeth  : 

That  he  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  the  county  of  Madison,  and  State  of  Florida. 

That  a  general  election  was  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  tfae 
seyeral  connties  of  this  State,  for  the  election  of  governor  of  the  Stiite  and  lieotenant^ 
governor  thereof,  and  for  members  of  the  assembly  for  all  the  connties  of  the  StAte, 
and  for  senators  from  the  several  odd-nnmbered  senat.orial  districts  of  the  State,  said 
election  being  held  in  pnrsqance  of  law  and  of  executive  proclamation.  At  said  elec- 
tion petitioner,  George  F.  Drew,  who  was  and  is  eligible  and  qnalified  to  hold  the  offiee 
of  governor  of  ^d  State,  was  a  candidate  to  be  voted  for  by  the  voters  of  said  State 
to  nil  said  office,  and  that  besides  himself  one  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  was  a  candidate  for 
said  office,  and  that  other  than  himself  and  said  Steams  there  was  and  were  no  candi- 
date or  candidates  voted  for  to  fill  the  same.  That  by  the  returns  of  the  said  election 
received  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  now  on  file  in  said  office,  the  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  said  George  F.  Drew  were  twenty-four  thoa- 
sand  six  hundred  and  thirteen  (24,613)  votes,  and  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for 
said  Stearns  were  twenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  (24,116)  votes. 

In  pursuance  of  law,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state;  William  Archer  Cocke, 
attorney-general ;  and  C.  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  constituting  board 
of  State  canvassers  of  electious,  assembled,  convened,  and  organized  as  such  board,  at 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  to  can- 
vass the  votes  of  said  State,  given  at  the  said  election  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of 
Florida,  and  for  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Florida.  That  on  their  said  organization  of  said  board  they  proceeded 
to  canvass  and  count  the  vote  cast  at  said  election  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice* 
President.  In  the  making  of  such  canvass  and  count  of  the  elect-oral  vote,  the  said  George 
F.  Drew  is  informed,  and  believes  and  avers,  that  the  said  board  undertook  to  exercise 
and  did  exercise  and  usurp  judicial  functions  and  powers,  in  this :  that  they  went  behind 
the  face  of  the  election  returns  from  divers  counties  of  the  State,  and  did,  upon  certain 
affidavits  or  pretended  affidavits,  and  upon  other  pretended  evidence,  discard  the  vote 
of  the  county  of  Manatee,  and  did  refuse  to  canvass  and  connt  and  enumerate  the 
votes  of  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  and  Monroe,  as  shown  by  the  retnms  of 
and  from  said  counties  of  said  election,  and  that  they  determined  to  pursue  and  have 
pursued  the  same  course  in  the  canvass  and  count  which  they  pretend  to  have  made 
of  the  votes  cast  at  the  said  election  for  the  office  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor 
and  members  of  the  legislature,  and  have  refused  to  count  the  entire  vote  of  the  county 
of  Manatee  as  shown  by  the  returns  from  said  county  to  have  been  cast  in  said  county 
for  said  officers;  and  have  refused  to  canvass  and  count  the  votes  of  the  connties  of 
Jackson,  Hamilton,  and  Monroe  as  shown  by  the  returns  from  said  counties  to  have 
been  cast  at  said  election  for  said  officers. 

Said  board,  as  said  George  F.  Drew  is  advised,  have  and  can  exercise  no  judicial 
functions  or  powers  under  the  constitution  of  this  State,  or  at  most  only  quasi-judicial 

?owers,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  a  board  of  State  canvassers  of  elections, 
'hat  it  is  and  was  their  duty  to  examine  the  papers  received  by  the  secretary  of  state 
and  purporting  to  be  election  returns  of  said  election,  and  after  ascertaining  that  they 
appear  to  be  genuine,  to  declare  the  result  of  said  election  as  shown  by  said  retnms. 
The  said  board  of  State  canvassers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  pretend  that  they  have 
already  concluded  and  completed  and  performed  the  canvass  of  the  said  votes  cast  at 
the  said  election  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  and  members  of  the  legislature 
of  Florida,  which  the  said  George  F.  Drew  denies,  and  avers  that  the  contrary  is  true. 
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They  have  not,  as  the  law  requires,  canvassed  and  counted  and  enumerated  the  votes 
cast  at  said  election  in  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Manatee,  Hamilton,  and  Monroe ;  that 
their  said  pretended  canvass  of  the  returns  from  said  counties,  if  any  such  has  been 
made,  which  he  does  not  admit,  is  a  nullity,  as  is  their  said  pretended  canvass  of  the 
retnms  of  the  votes  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State  cast  at  said  election  for  said 
offices.  That  by  reason  of  the  failure  and  refusal  of  the  said  board  to  canvass  and  count 
and  enumerate  all  the  votes  of  all  the  counties  of  the  State  cast  at  said  election  for  the 
said  office  of  governor,  on  file  with  the  said  secretary  of  State,  and  uiton  the  comple- 
tion of  the  said  canvass  and  count  and  enumeration  to  do  further  as  required  of  them 
by  law  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  the  said  Drew  is  prevented  from  receiving  the 
certificate  to  which  he  is  entitled  certifying  that  he  has  been  elected  to  said  office. 

By  the  failure  of  the  said  board  to  canvass  and  count  and  enumerat'C  the  votes  of 
the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe,  as  shown  by  the  returns 
of  said  election  on  file  in  said  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  they  have  made  it  to  ap- 
pear that  said  Stearns  has  been  elected  to  said  office  of  goveruor;  whereas  if  they 
had  canvassed  and  counted  and  enumerated  the  said  returns  of  the  votes  cast  in  said 
coanties,  together  with  the  like  returns  from  the  other  counties  of  the  State,  it  would 
manifestly  have  appeared,  and  would  manifestly  appear,  that  the  said  Drew  was  and 
has  been  elected  to  said  office. 

That  returns  have  been  received  of  the  said  election  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state  from  the  several  counties  of  the  State  wherein  elections  have  been  and  were  held 
on  said  7th  day  of  November  for  the  election  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  and 
members  of  the  legislature,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  of  state  and 
the  said  attorney-general  and  the  said  comptroller  of  public  accounts  to  meet  and  con- 
vene and  re-assemble  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  proceed  to  canvass  the 
retnms  of  the  said  election,  and  determine  and  declare  who  has  been  elected  to  the 
said  office  of  governor  as  shown  by  said  returns. 

That  the  said  State  canvassing-board,  in  canvassing  the  returns  from  the  county  of 
Jackson,  went  behind  the  return  of  the  county  canvassiug-board  of  said  county,  and 
threw  out  the  Campbellton  precinct  vote,  where  the  said  Gfeorge  F.  Drew  received  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  minority  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct,  and  they  threw  out 
the  whole  vote  of  Friendship  Church  precinct  in  said  county,  where  the  said  Drew  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  one  majority  of  the  whole  vote  cast  at  said  precinct. 

That  the  said  board  went  behind  the  return  from  the  county  of  Monroe  and  threw 
out  the  entire  vote  of  one  precinct  in  said  county,  to  wit,  the  precinct  known  as  num- 
ber three,  (3,)  at  which  the  said  Drew  received  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  (342)  votes  of  the  entire  vote  cast  there.  Said  board  refused  to  canvass  and  count 
the  return  from  the  county  of  Manatee,  in  which  county,  as  shown  by  the  said  returns, 
the  said  George  F.  Drew  received  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  (236)  votes 
of  the  entire  vote  cast  in  said  county. 

That  said  board  went  behind  the  returns  from  Hamilton  County  and  threw  out  the 
vote  of  a  precinct  in  said  county  that  gave  the  said  George  F.  Drew  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138)  of  the  whole  vote  cast  there. 

That  the  said  board,  in  throwing  out  the  entire  vote  cast  at  said  two  precincts  in 
Jackson  County,  and  at  said  one  precinct  in  Monroe,  and  one  precinct  in  Hamilton, 
claimed  the  right  to  act  and  did  act  upon  ex-par te  affidavits  to  impeach  the  retnms 
from  said  counties. 

The  said  Drew  alleges  that  the  said  board,  in  making  their  said  pretended  canvass 
of  the  returns  from  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Monroe,  and  Manatee,  exceeded 
their  powers,  and  that  they  should  have  confined  their  canvass  of  said  returns  to  what 
was  shown  or  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  said  returns,  the  same  not  appearing  to  be 
onintelHgible  or  fraudulent,  but  genuine  and  honajide. 

That  said  Samnel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney- 
general,  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  have  failed  and 
refused  to  meet  and  convene  and  re-assemble  as  a  board  of  State  canvassers  and  can- 
vass and  count  all  the  election-returns  on  file  in  said  office  of  said  secretary  of  the  said 
election  for  the  office  of  governor,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  from  each 
and  every  of  the  counties  in  this  State  wherein  an  election  was  held  for  said  office,  and 
especially  have  they  failed  and  refused  to  canvass  and  count  such  election-returns 
from  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe,  and  have  refused 
to  determine  from  a  canvass  and  count  and  enumeration  of  all  the  votes  cast  foi*  the 
said  ofiftce  of  governor  at  said  election  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  as  shown  by  said 
election-returns  received  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  elected  by 
the  highest  number  of  votes  to  said  office  as  shown  by  said  returns,  and  as  such  board 
to  make  and  sign  a  certificate  as  required  by  law,  containing  in  words  written  at  full 
length  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  said  election,  as  shown  by  the  said  returns, 
for  the  said  office  of  governor  of  said  State  of  Florida,  and  the  number  given  for  each 
person  voted  for  for  said  office,  and  in  and  by  such  certificate  declare  the  result  of  said 
election  for  governor  of  said  State.  That  by  reason  of  said  failure  and  refusal  of  said 
Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  said  William  Archer  Cooke,  attorney-general,  and 
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Aaid  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  board  of  State  canvassers 
aforesaid,  the  said  Drew  has  been  prevented  and  is  prevented  from  receiving  and 
obtaining  from  the  said  secretary  of  state  the  certificate  which  is  made  by  Hw  prima* 
facie  evidence  of  his  election  to  said  office,  and  to  which  by  law  he  is  entitled. 

That  said  George  F.  Drew,  the  petitioner,  is  entirely  without  remedy  in  the  premises, 
unless  it  be  attorded  by  the  interposition  of  this  court  by  their  writ  of  mandamus. 

Therefore  your  petitioner,  the  said  George  F.  Drew,  prays  that  the  writ  of  manda- 
mns  may  be  issued  by  this  court,  and  directeid  to  the  said  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of 
state,  the  said  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general,  and  the  said  Clayton  A.  Cow- 
gill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  commanding  them  forthwith  to  meet  and  convene 
and  re-assemble  as  a  board  of  State  canvassers,  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  to 
canvass  and  count  all  the  eleccion-retunis  on  file  in  said  office  of  said  secretary  of  state 
of  the  said  election  for  the  office  of  governor  held  on  the  tth  of  November,  1876;  and 
that  as  such  board  of  State  canvassers  they  do  canvass  and  count  the  election- 
returns  for  the  said  office  from  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  this  St-ate 
wherein  an  election  was  held  for  said  office ;  and  especially  that  they  do  canvass 
and  count  the  said  election-returns  from  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Man- 
atee, and  Monroe,  and  that  they  do  determine  from  a  canvass  and  count  and  enumer- 
ation of  all  the  votes  cast  for  the  said  office  of  governor  at  said  election  in  all  the 
counties  of  the  State,  as  shown  by  the  election-returns  of  said  election,  as  received  at 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  highest  number  of 
votes  to  the  said  office  of  governor,  as  shown  by  said  returns;  and  that  they  do  as 
such  board  make  and  sign  a  certificate,  as  required  by  law,  containing  in  words  writ- 
ten at  full  length  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  said  election,  aa  shown  by  the 
said  returns,  for  the  said  office  of  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  the  number  of 
votes  given  for  each  person  voted  for  for  said  office,  and  in  said  certiticate  declare  the 
result  of  said  election  for  governor  of  said  State ;  and  that  such  other  order  may  be 
had  in  the  premises  as  justice  may  i-equire. 

And  vour  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

GEORGE  F.  DREW, 
ByR.  L.CAMPBELL, 
R.  B.  HILTON, 
GEO.  P.  RANEY, 
His  Attorneys  and  Counsel. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  the  relator  in  the 
case  aforesaid,  by  Richard  L.  Campbell,  R.  B.  Hilton,  and  George  P.  Rauey,  his  attor- 
neys, tiled  in  open  court  his  petition  for  a  mandamus : 

Whereupon,  after  reading  and  considering  said  petition,  an  alternative  writ  of  man- 
damus was  awarded,  returnable  on  the  14tli  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  which  said 
alternative  writ  was  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to- wit : 

The  State  of  Florida  to  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  William  A.  Cocke,  attor- 
ney-general, and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  omptroller,  members  of  the  board  of  canvass- 
ers of  Florida,  and  to  every  of  them,  greeting: 

Whereas  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  the  petition  of  one  George  F.  Drew  that  a 
general  election  was  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  the  several  conn- 
ties  of  this  State,  for  the  election  of  governor  of  the  State  and  lieutenant-governor 
thereof,  and  for  members  of  the  assembly  for  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  and  for  sena- 
tors from  the  several  odd-numbered  senatorial  districts  of  the  State,  said  election  being 
held  in  pursuance  of  law  and  of  proclamation  duly  made  by  the  secretary  of  state.  At 
said  election,  petitioner,  George  F.  Drew,  who  was  and  is  eligible  and  qualified  to  hold 
the  office  of  governor  of  said  State,  was  a  candidate  to  ba  voted  for  by  the  voters  of 
said  state  to  fill  said  office,  and  that  besides  himself  one  Marcellns  L.  Stearns  was  a 
candidate  for  said  office,  and  that  other  than  himself  aud  said  Stearns  there  was  no 
candidate  or  candidates  voted  for  to  fill  the  same.  That  by  the  returns  of  the  said 
election  received  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  now  on  file  in  said  office, 
the  whole  number  of  votes  at  said  election  fjr  said  George  F.  Drew  were  twenty-four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirteen  (24,613)  votes,  aud  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
for  said  Stearns  were  twenty- four  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  ('24,116)  votes. 

In  pursuance  of  law,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  William  Archer  Cocke, 
attorney-general,  and  C.  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  constituting  board 
of  State  canvassers  of  elections,  assembled,  convened,  and  organized  as  such  board  at 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  to  canvass 
the  votes  of  said  State  given  at  the  said  election  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida, 
and  for  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  members  of  the  legislature 
of  Florida.  That  on  their  said  organization  of  said  board  they  proceeied  to  canvass 
and  connt  the  vote  cast  at  said  election  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President. 
That  in  the  making  of  such  canvass  and  count  of  the  electoral  vote,  as  the  said  George 
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F.  Drew  is  informed  and  believes  and  avers,  the  said  board  undertook  to  exercise  and 
did  exercise  and  nsorp  judicial  functions  and  powers  in  this:  that  they  went  behind 
tbe  face  of  the  election-returns  from  divers  counties  of  the  State,  and  did,  upon  certain 
affidavits  or  pretended  affidavits,  and  upon  other  pretended  evidence,  discard  the  vote 
of  the  county  of  Manatee,  and  did  refuse  to  canvass  and  count  and  enumerate  the 
votes  of  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  and  Monroe,  as  shown  by  the  returns  of 
and  from  said  counties  of  said  election,  and  that  they  determined  to  pursue  and  have 
parsucd  the  same  course  in  the  canvass  and  count  which  they  pretend  to  have  made  of 
the  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  and 
members  of  the  legislature,  and  have  refused  to  count  the  entire  vote  of  the  county  of 
Manatee  as  shown  by  the  leturns  from  said  county  to  have  been  cast  in  said  county  for 
said  officers ;  and  have  refused  to  canvass  and  count  the  votes  of  the  counties  of  Jack- 
son, Hamilton,  and  Monroe  as  shown  by  the  returns  from  said  counties  to  have  been 
cast  at  said  election  for  said  officers.  And  that  said  board,  as  said  George  F.  Drew  is 
advised,  have  and  can  exercise  no  judical  funcrions  or  powers  under  the  constitution 
of  this  8tate,  or,  at  most,  only  quaai  judicial  powers,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
as  a  board  of  State  canvassers  of  elections;  and  that  it  is  and  was  their  duty  to  ex- 
amine the  papers  received  by  the  secretary  of  state  and  purporting  to  be  election-re- 
turns of  said  election,  and,  after  ascertaining  that  they  appear  to  be  genuine,  to  declare 
the  result  of  said  election  as  shown  by  said  returns. 

That  the  said  board  of  State  canvassers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  pretend  that  they 
have  already  concluded,  completed,  and  performed  the  canvass  of  the  said  votes  cast 
at  the  said  election  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  and  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  the  said  George  F.  Drew  denies,  and  avers  that  the  contrary  of  is  true ; 
and  they  have  not,  as  the  law  requires,  canvassed  and  counted  and  enumerated  the 
votes  cast  at  said  election  in  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Manatee,  Hamilton,  and  Mon- 
roe ;  that  their  said  pretended  canvass  of  the  returns  from  said  counties,  if  any  such 
has  been  made,  which  he  does  not  admit,  is  a  nullity  ;  as  is  their  said  pretended  can- 
vass of  the  returns  of  the  votes  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State  cast  at  said  elec- 
tion for  said  officers.  That,  by  reason  of  the  failure  and  refusal  of  the  said  board  to 
canvass  and  count  and  enumerate  all  the  votes  of  all  the  counties  of  the  State  cast  at 
said  election  for  the  said  office  of  governor,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  said  secretary  of 
state,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  said  canvass  and  count  and  enumeration,  to  do 
farther  as  required  of  them  by  law  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  the  said  Drew  is 
prevented  from  receiving  the  certificate  to  which  he  is  entitled,  certifying  that  he  has 
been  elected  to  said  office ;  that  by  the  failure  of  the  said  board  to  canvass  and  count  and 
enumerate  the  votes  of  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe, 
as  shown  by  the  returns  of  said  election  on  tile  in  said  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
they  have  made  it  to  appear  that  said  Stearns  has  been  elected  to  said  office  of  gov- 
ernor. Whereas,  if  they  had  canvassed,  and  counted  and  enumerated  the  said  returns 
of  the  votes  cast  in  said  counties,  together  with  like  returns  from  the  other  counties 
of  tbe  State,  it  would  manifestly  have  appeared,  and  would  manifestly  appear,  that  the 
said  Drew  was  and  has  been  elected  to  said  office. 

That  returns  have  been  received  of  the  said  election  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state  from  the  several  counties  of  the  State  wherein  elections  have  been  and  were  held 
on  said  7th  day  of  November  for  the  election  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  and 
members  of  the  legislature,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  of  state  and  the 
said  attorney -general  and  the  said  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  to  meet  at  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of  the  said  election,  and 
determine  and  declarn  who  has  been  elected  to  the  said  office  of  governor  of  said  State 
as  shown  by  said  returns. 

That  tbe  said  State  cauvasslng-board,  in  canvassing  the  return  from  the  county  of 
Jackson,  went  behind  the  return  of  the  county  canvassing-board  of  said  county  and 
threw  out  the  Campbellton  precinct  vote  where  the  said  George  F.  Drew  received  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct,  and  they  threw  out 
the  whole  vote  of  Friendship  Church  precinct  in  said  county,  where  the  said  Drew  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  one  majority  of  tha  whole  vote  cast  at  said  prex;  net. 

That  the  said  board  went  behind  the  return  from  the  county  of  Monroe  and  threw 
out  the  entire  vote  of  one  precinct  in  said  county,  to  wit,  precinct  known  as  number 
three  (3,)  at  which  said  Drew  received  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  forty- two  (342) 
votes  of  the  entire  vote  cast  there.  Said  board  refused  to  canvass  and  count  the  return 
from  the  county  of  Manatee,  in  which  county,  as  shown  by  the  said  returns,  the  said 
George  F.  Drew  received  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  (236)  votes  of  the 
entire  vote  cast  in  said  county. 

That  said  board  went  behind  the  return  from  Hamilton  County,  and  threw  out  the 
vote  of  a  precinct  in  said  county  that  gave  the  said  George  F.  Drew  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138)  votes  of  the  whole  vote  cast  there. 

That  the  said  board,  in  throwing  out  the  entire  vote  cast  at  said  two  precincts  in 
Jackson  County,  and  at  said  one  precinct  in  Monroe  County,  and  said  one  precinct  in 
Hamilton  County,  claimed  the  right  to  act  and  did  act  upon  ex-parle  affidavits  to  im- 
peach the  returns  from  said  counties. 
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That  said  Drew  allej^es  that  said  board,  in  making  their  said  pretended  canvass  of 
the  returns  from  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Monroe,  and  Manatee,  exceeded 
their  powers,  and  that  they  should  have  confined  their  canvass  of  said  returns  to  what 
was  shown  or  appear^  on  the  face  of  said  returns,  the  same  not  appearing  to  be  unin- 
telligible or  fraudulent,  but  genuine  and  bona  fide. 

That  said  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney- 
general,  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  have  failed  and  refused, 
to  meet  and  convene  and  re-aasemble  as  a  board  of  State  cauvassers  and  canvass  and 
count  all  the  election-returns  on  file  in  said  office  of  said  secretary  of  the  said  election 
for  the  office  of  governor,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  from  each  and  every 
of  the  counties  iu  this  State  wherein  an  election  was  held  for  said  office,  and  especially 
have  they  failed  and  refused  to  canvass  and  count  such  election-returns  from  tho  said 
counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe,  and  have  refused  t-o  determine, 
from  a  canvass  and  count  and  enumeration  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  the  said  office  of 
governor  at  said  election  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  as  shown  by  said  election-re- 
turns received  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  to  said  office  as  shown  by  said  returns,  and,  as  such  board,  to  make 
and  sign  a  certificate  as  required  by  law  containing  in  words  written  at  full  length  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  at  said  election  as  shown  by  the  said  returns  for  the  said 
office  of  governor  of  said  State  of  Florida,  and  the  number  given  for  each  person  voted 
for  for  said  office,  and  in  and  by  such  certificate  declare  the  result  of  said  election  for 
governor  of  said  State.  That,  by  reason  of  said  failure  aud  refusal  of  said  Samuel  B. 
McLin,  secretary  of  state,  and  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney- general,  and  said  Clay- 
ton A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  board  of  State  canvassers  aforesaid,  the 
said  Drew  has  been  prevented  and  is  prevented  from  receiving  and  obtaining  from  the 
said  secretary  of  state  the  cei*tificate  which  is  made  by  \sLVi  prima-facie  evidence  of  his 
election  to  said  office,  and  to  which  by  law  he  is  entitled. 

That  said  George  F.  Drew,  the  petitioner,  is  entirely  without  remedy  in  the  premises , 
unless  it  be  afforded  by  the  int^^rposition  of  this  court  through  writ  of  mandamus. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioner,  the  said  George  F.  Drew,  prays  that  the  writ  of  man- 
damus may  be  issued  by  this  court  aud  directed  to  the  said  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secre- 
tary of  state,  tho  said  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general,  and  the  said  Clayton 
A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  commanding  them  forthwith  to  meet  and 
convene  and  re-assemble  as  a  board  of  State  canvassers  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  to  canvass  and  count  all  the  election-returns  on  file  iu  said  office  of  said  sec- 
retary of  state  of  the  election  for  the  office  of  governor  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1^76 ;  and  that,  as  such  board  of  State  canvassers,  they  do  canvass  aud  €u>uDt  the 
election-returns  for  the  said  office  from  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  this  State 
wherein  an  election  was  held  for  said  office ;  and,  especially,  that. they  do  canvass  and 
count  the  said  election-returns  from  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee, 
and  Monroe,  and  that  they  do  determine  from  a  canvass  and  count  and  enumeration 
of  all  the  votes  cast  for  the  said  office  of  governor  at  said  election  in  all  the  counties 
of  the  State,  as  shown  by  the  election-returns  of  said  election  as  received  at  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  the 
said  office  of  governor  as  shown  by  said  returns ;  and  that  they  do,  as  such  board, 
make  and  sign  a  certificate,  as  required  by  law,  containing,  in  words  written  at  full 
length,  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  said  election  as  shown  by  said  returns  for 
the  said  office  of  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
each  person  voted  for  for  said  office,  and  in  said  certificate  declare  the  result  of  said 
election  for  governor  of  said  State ;  and  that  such  other  order  may  be  had  in  ihe 
premises  as  justice  may  require. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  being  willing  that  full  and  speedy  justice  should  be  done  in  the 
premises,  do  command  you,  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  and  you,  William 
Archer  Cocke,  attorney -gen  oral,  and  you,  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller  of  public 
accounts,  that  you  forthwith  meet  and  convene  and  re-assemble  as  a  board  of  State 
canvassers  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  to  canvass  and  count  all  the  election- 
returns  on  file  in  the  said  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  said  election  for  the 
office  of  governor  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  and  that,  as  such 
board  of  State  canvassers,  you  canvass  aud  count  the  election-returns  for  the  said 
office  from  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  this  State  wherein  an  election  was  held 
for  said  office,  aud,  especially,  that  you  do  canvass  and  count  the  election-returns  from 
the  £aid  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe,  and  that  you  do  deter- 
mine, fiom  a  canvass  and  count  and  enumeration  and  tabulation  of  all  the  votes  cast 
for  the  said  office  of  governor  at  said  election  iu  all  the  counties  of  the  St^te,  as  shown 
by  the  election-returus  of  said  election  received  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
who  hsLH  been  elected  by  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  the  said  office  of  governor  as 
shown  by  said  returns,  and  that  you  do,  as  such  board,  make  and  sign  a  certificate,  as 
rt'quired  by  law,  containing,  in  words  aud  figures  written  at  full  length,  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given  at  said  election  as  shown  by  the  said  returns  for  the  said  office 
of  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  aud  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  x>erson 
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voted  for  for  said  office,  and  in  said  certificate  declare  the  resalt  of  the  said  election 
for  governor  of  said  State,  so  that  you  show  cause  why  yon  have  not  done  so  before  our 
supreme  court  at  the  capitol  in  Tallahassee  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  14th  day  of  De- 
cember, A.  D.  1876,  and  have  you  then  there  this  writ. 

Witness  the  honorable  E.  M.  Randall,  chief-justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Florida, 
at  Tallahassee,  this  13th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  and  the  seal  of  said  court. 

FRED.  T.  MYERS, 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Florida, 

And  thereafter,  to  wit,  on  tlie  14  th  day  of  December,  1876,  the  said  alternative  writ 
ba%'ing  been  returned^  duly  served  upon  the  said  defendants,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
court  that  the  issues  m  this  cause  be  made  up  by  Saturday  morning  next,  the  16th 
clay  of  December. 

Upon  which  said  day  the  said  defendants,  McLin  and  Cowgill,  by  their  attorney,  J. 
P.  0.  Emmons,  and  the  said  defendant,  William  Archer  Cocke,  in  person,  filed  their 
answers  to  the  said  writ  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

In  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Florida. — Special  term,  December,  1876. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  George  F.  Drew  for  and  the  alt'Cmate  writ  of  man- 
damus commanding  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state;  William  A.  Cocke,  attorney- 
feneral ;  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller;  members  of  the  board  of  canvassers  of 
lorida,  to  re-assemble  as  a  board  of  State  canvassers  and  count  all  the  election-returns 
on  file  in  said  office  of  said  secretary  of  state  of  election  for  the  office  of  governor,  held 
on  the  7tb  day  of  November,  1876 ;  and  that,  as  such  board  of  Sr>ate  canvassers,  they  do 
canvass  and  count  the  election-returns  for  said  office  from  each  and  every  of  the  coun- 
ties of  this  State  wherein  an  election  was  held  for  said  office,  and  especially  that  they 
do  canvass  and  couut  the  said  election-returns  from  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Ham- 
ilton, Manatee,  and  Monroe ;  and  that  the^*^  do  determine  from  a  canvass  and  count  and 
enumeration  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  the  said  office  of  governor  at  said  election  in  all 
the  counties  of  the  State  as  shown  by  the  election-returns  of  said  election  as  recorded 
at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  highest  number  of 
votes  to  the  office  of  governor  as  shown  by  said  returns ;  and  that  they  do,  as  such 
hoardy  make  and  sign  a  certificate  as  required  by  law. 

To  the  honorable  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Florida : 

The  said  Samuel  B.  McLin  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill  ask  leave  to  say  that  they  pro- 
test and  aver  now  and  at  all  times  that  this  honorable  court  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
premises  as  set  forth  in  the  alternate  writ  issued  in  this  matter,  and  cannot  grant  what 
the  petitioner  therein  prays  for,  and  which  said  alternate  writ  commands  to  be  done, 
unless  good  reasons  are  shown  why  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  act  as  com- 
manded. 

But  for  answer  thereunto,  or  to  so  much  thereof  as  is  necessary  to  answer  unto,  the 
^d  Samuel  B.  McLin  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  two  of  the  respondents  in  said  matter, 
for  themselves  jointly  and  severally  pray  leave  to  say : 

That  they  admit  that  there  was  an  election  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  November, 
1876,  as  set  forth  in  said  alternate  writ,  and  that  the  persons  to  be  voted  for  at  said 
election  were  as  therein  set  forth.  And  they  further  admit  that  the  said  George  F.. 
Drew  was  eligible  as  alleged,  and  that  there  were  no  other  candidates  for  the  office  of 
governor  except  the  said  Georce  F.  Drew  and  Marcellus  L.  Stearns,  as  alleged ;  but 
that,  according  to  the  best  recollection  of  these  respondents,  there  were  two  or  three 
scattering  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  i>ersons  other  than  those  hereinbefore  named 
as  candiaates  for  the  office  of  governor. 

But  they  deny  that,  as  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  said  election  received  at,  and 
on  file  in,  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  that  the  true  vot«  cost  at  said  election 
for  George  F.  Drew  was  twenty-fonr  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirteen,  (24,613,)  and 
that  the  true  vote  cast  for  said  Marcellus  L.  Steams  was  twenty-four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixteen,  (24,116.) 

And  these  respondents,  further  answering,  say  that  they,  with  the  said  William 
Archer  Cocke,  di<l  convene  and  organize  as  a  board  of  State  canvassers  at  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state  on  the  said  twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  and  did  pro- 
ceed to  canvass  the  returns  from  all  the  counties  in  which  an  election  had  been  held, 
and  continued  said  canvass  until  the  said  board  had  canvassed  and  passed  upon  returns 
from  all  the  counties  in  said  State,  and  did  ascertain  from  such  canvass  of  the  returns 
from  all  the  counties  in  said  State  the  true  vote  cast  at  said  election  for  each  and  every 
of  the  persons  voted  for  at  said  election,  and  did  declare  the  result  thereof,  and  certify 
the  same  as  required  by  the  law  providing  for  the  holding  and  conduct  of  said  elec- 
tion, as  required  by  the  law  of  said  State  as  enacted  in  1868  and  as  finally  amended 
in  1872,  which  said  law  was  in  force  at  the  time  of  and  during  the  holding  and  con- 
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dact  of  said  eleciioD,  and  is  still  in  force  now  and  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  peti- 
tion and  the  issuance  of  the  writ  herein  now  being  answered  unto. 

And  that  said  canvass  of  the  said  several  returns  was  fully  completed  and  ended  on 
the  early  morninp,  to  wit,  at  the  hour  of  about  half  past  one  o'clock,  of  the  sixth  day 
of  December,  1876,  and  the  said  board  by  its  unanimous  vote  so  declared ;  and  that 
nothing  remained  to  be  done  thereafter  to  complete  the  entire  labors  of  said  board  but 
the  preparation  of  the  proper  certificate  of  the  result  thereof  as  had  been  ascertained , 
and  the  preparation  of  which  certificate  the  board  unanimously  directed  its  clerk  to 
prepare,  which  was  thereafter  done  and  signed  by  these  respondents  and  duly  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  these  respondents  constituting  a  majority  of  said 
board.    That  said  board  then  adjourned  without  day. 

And  these  respondents,  further  answering,  say  that  they  deny  that  in  the  canvass 
aforesaid,  in  thu  ascertaiuinent  of  the  result  of  said  election,  in  making  up  and  certi- 
fying to  the  same  as  required  by  said  law  of  1868,  they  were  guilty  of  any  usurpation 
whatever. 

And  these  respondents,  further  answering,  say  that  in  relation  to  the  said  county  of 
Manatee  it  appeared  from  the  return  of  said  county  and  fmm  evidence  received  by 
said  board  that  the  said  return  was  so  irregular  and  false  and  fraudulent  that  said  board 
was  unable  to  determine  the  true  vote  for  any  officer  or  member  voted  for  at  said  elec- 
tion, and  said  board  so  certified, , and  they  did  not  include  such  return  in  their  deter- 
mination and  declaration  in  the  said  certificate  of  the  result  of  said  election  hereinbe- 
fore referred  to. 

And  these  respondents,  farther  answering,  say  that  as  to  the  counties  of  Jackson, 
Hamilton,  and  Monroe,  it  was  shown  by  evidence  that  the  returns  therefrom  were  sev- 
erally false  and  fraudulent,  and  that  the  board  determined  from  the  evidence,  with 
reference  to  each  of  said  counties,  what  the  true  vote  therein  was  for  each  officer  and 
member  voted  for  at  such  election,  and  the  result  of  such  determination  was  acted 
upon  in  declaring  the  result  of  said  election  and  certifying  thereto  as  aforesaid. 

And  these  respondents,  further  answering,  say  that  in  the  action  that  was  had  by 
said  board  as  aforesaid,  as  to  the  counties  of  Hamilton  and  Monroe,  the  vote  of  said 
board  was  unanimous,  and  in  the  action  in  relation  to  Jackson  County  the  action  was  by 
a  majority  of  said  board. 

And  further,  that  as  to  the  said  counties.  Manatee,  Jackson,  Hamilton,  and  Monroe, 
showing  was  made  and  evidence  received  from  both  parties  and  unanimously  acted 
upon  by  said  board. 

And  these  respondents,  further  answering,  say  that  as  to  that  part  of  the  suggestion, 
as  contained  in  said  writ  that  said  Drisw  is  entirely  without  remedy,  except  through 
the  intervention  of  this  honorable  court  by  its  writ  of  mandamus,  they  respectfully 
submit  that  each  and  every  of  the  officers  and  members  voted  for  at  such  election  have 
full,  perfect,  and  ample  remedy ;  the  former  through  the  conrts  of  law  by  relation  in 
the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  and  the  latter  by  and  through^the  respective  branches  of 
the  legislature  to  which  they  may  claim  to  have  been  only  and  legally  elected ;  and 
that  any  action  which  might  be  ordered  by  this  honorable  court  through  the  writ 
prayed  for  would  have  no  legal  effect  upon  either  forum,  who  might,  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  proper  remetly,  be  called  upon  to  act. 

And  these  respondents  further  respectfully  submit  to  this  honorable  court  that  said 
board  having  canvassed  all  the  returns  from  all  the  counties  in  said  State  in  which  an 
election  was  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  and  determined  and  dcclare<l  who  had 
been  elected  to  any  office  or  memlier  by  the  true  vote  cast  at  said  election,  and  made 
and  signed  the  certificate  required  by  law  in  such  case  made  aud  provided,  and  ad- 
journ^ without  day,  that  its  powers  as  a  board  ceased. 

SAMUEL  B.  McLIN, 

Secretarv  of  State. 
C.  A.  COWGILL, 

Comptroller. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1*^76. 

FRED  T.  MYERS, 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Florida. 
J.* P.  C.  Emmons, 

Of  Counsel  for  Respondents. 

In  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

The  State  of  Florida,  ex  rel.  George  F.  Drew,^ 

V8. 

Samuel  B.  McLin,  sECRfrrARY  of  state,  C.  A.  Cow- 
gill,  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  aud  Wm.  Ar- 
cher Cocke,  attorney-general  for  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida. 

The  separate  answer  of  William  Archer  Cooke  to  an  application  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  against  the  said  S.  B.  McLin, 
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C.  A.  Co\rgill,  and  your  respondent,  the  said  William  Archer  Cocke,  filed  by  George  F, 
Drew  and  others. 

The  said  respondent  answers  and  says,  that  he  neither  denies  nor  assents  to  the 
statements  of  law  set  forth  in  the  said  paper  asking  the  intervention  of  the  writ  of 
mandamus  agaiust  the  members  of  said  canvassing-board.  Yonr  respondent  further 
states  that  the  charge  of  rejecting  the  votes  of  Manatee,  Hamilton,  Monroe,  and  Jack- 
sou  counties  is  not  applicable  to  him  in  condncting  the  canvass  for  the  election  of  State 
officers,  which  occurred  in  this  State  on  the  7th  of  November  ultimo. 

He  further  states,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  votes  in  the  counties  aforesaid  should 
have  been  counted,  and  he  so  indicated  by  his  vote  as  a  member  of  the  State  canvass- 
in^-board. 

This  respondent,  further  answering,  disclaims  that  he  has  usurped  power  as  a 
member  of  said  board,  or  advised  others  so  to  do.  But  in  relation  to  the  allega- 
tions in  the  petition  for  a  mandamus  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  he  avers  that  be 
has  followed  the  law  in  all  respects,  and  submits  the  questions  of  law  involved  in  this 
case  to  the  honorable  court, 

WM.  ARCHER  COCKE, 
Attorney-General  and  ex-officio  Member  of  the  State  Canvassing-Board  of  Florida. 

Whereupon  the  said  relator,  by  his  attorneys,  moved  to  strike  out  the  answer  of  the 
defendants,  McLin  and  Cowgill,  "  because  the  same  is  evasive,  argumentative,  and  un- 
certain and  insufficient,  and  does  not  state  facts  so  that  a  judgment  of  the  court  can 
be  founded  thereon." 

AVhereupon,  after  hearing  of  the  parties,  the  following  order  was  made  by  the  court : 

The  motion  to  strike  from  the  tiles  the  answer  of  the  respondents  Cowgill  and  MoLin 
having  been  argued  and  submitted,  it  is  considered  by  the  court  that  as  to  the  rejec- 
tion by  the  respondents,  as  State  canvassers,  of  the  election-returns  or  the  papers  pur- 
porting to  be  returns  from  any  county,  the  answer  be  amended  so  as  to  set  forth  and 
show  the  specific  causes  and  grounds  for  such  rejection  and  the  defects  existing  in 
SQch  returns;  and  also, that  as  to  the  rejection  by  the  said  respondents  as  such  can- 
vassers of  any  portion  of  the  votes  included  in  any  return  from  any  county,  the  answer 
be  amended  so  as  to  set  forth  the  specific  causes  and  grounds  of  such  rejection  in  each 
and  every  of  the  instances  of  such  rejection ;  and  that  the  amendments  be  made  and 
filed  by  Monday,  the  18th  instant,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon. 

And  thereafter,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  la^t  aforesaid,  the  said  respondents, 
Cowgill  and  McLin,  by  their  attorney,  filed  an  amended  return  herein,  which  is  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

In  supreme  court,  special  term,  December,  1876. 

George  F.  Drew         ) 

r».  ^Mandamus. 

Samuel  B.  McLin  et  al.  > 

And  these  respondents,  the  said  McLin  and  Cowgill,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of 
this  honorable  court,  make  these  amendments  to  the  return  filed  to  the  alternate  writ 
of  mandamus  issued  herein. 

And  say  that  said  board  did  not  include  the  return  from  said  county  of  Manatee  in 
its  determination  and  declaration  of  the  vote  cast  at  said  election,  upon  the  ground  of 
irregularity  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  on  said  7th  day  of  November, 
187(5. 

And  these  respondents  further  say:  That  in  the  county  of  Clay  29  votes  were  added 
to  the  vote  cast  for  George  F.  Drew,  and  6  votes  were  added  to  the  vote  cast  for  Mar- 
cell  us  L.  Stearns,  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  had  been  improperly  rejected  by 
the  county  canvassers  of  the  vote  of  said  county  at  said  election. 

And  further,  in  relation  to  said  county  of  Clay :  That  four  votes  cast  for  George  F. 
Drew  at  said  election  were  deducted,  and  two  votes  cast  for  Marcellns  L.  Steams 
were  deducted,  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  were  cast  by  non-residents  of  the 
county. 

And  these  respondents  further  say :  That  in  relation  to  the  county  of  Hamilton,  the 
vote  of  precinct  No.  2  was  deducted  from  the  vote  cast  in  said  county  as  appeared  from 
the  returns,  upon  the  ground  of  gross  violation  of  the  election-law  and  fraud  in  the 
conduct  of  the  election. 

These  respondents  further  say  :  That  five  votes  were  deducted  from  the  vote  cast  in 
Hernando  County  as  appeared  from  the  returns  therefrom,  upon  the  ground  that  said 
votes  were  illegally  oast. 

And  these  respondents  further  say :  That  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes  were 
deducted  from  the  vote  cast  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  as  appeared  from  the  face  of  the 
return,  npou  the  ground  of  irregularity  and  gross  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  said  elec- 
tion. 
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These  respondents  further  say :  That  two  votes  were  deducted  from  the  vote  cast  in 
Leon  County  as  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the  return,  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes 
were  illegal. 

And  these  respondents  further  say:  That  the  board  deducted  from  the  vote  cast  in 
the  county  of  Jeflferson,  as  appeared  from  the  return,  sixty-one  votes,  upon  the  ground 
that  said  sixty-one  votes  were  fraudulently  cast. 

And  thebe  respondents  further  say  :  That  seven  votes  were  deducted  from  the  vote 
cast  in  the  county  of  Orange,  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  were  illegally  cast. 

And  these  re8v>ondenta  further  say:  That  the  vote  of  one  precinct  in  the  county  of 
Monroe  was  deducted  from  the  vote  as  appeared  from  the  return  from  said  county, 
upon  the  ground  of  irregularity  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  and  fraud  in  the  conduct 
of  the  inspectors  of  said  election  in  said  precinct. 

SAMUEL  B.McLIN. 
C.  A.  COW  GILL, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Idth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  M.  McINTOSH, 
Notary  Public  for  Leon  County. 

J.  P.  C.  EMMON8,  of  counsel  for  respondents. 

And  these  respondents,  further  answering,  say,  as  to  the  said  county  of  Manatee,  that 
said  board  did  not  include  the  vote  cast  in  said  county,  as  it  appeared  on  tlie  face  of 
the  return,  upon  the  ground  that  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  there  was  such  irrega- 
larity  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  in  said  county,  in  receiving  votes  of 
persons  not  registered,  and  there  being  no  registration-list  furnished  inspectors,  and 
no  designation  of  voting-places,  and  no  notice  of  election,  that  the  board  could  not  as- 
certain the  true  vote. 

J.  P.  C.  EMMONS, 

Counsel  for  Respondents, 

DECISION  OP  THB  SUPREME  COURT. 

Supreme  court  of  Florida,  special  term,  December,  A  D.  1876. 


Mandamus. 


The  State  of  Florida,  on  the  relation  op  George  F.^ 

Drew, 

vs. 

Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  Clayton  A.  Cow-  , 

gill,  comptroller,  and  William  Archer  Cuoke,  attorney-gen-  | 

eral  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

Wescott,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court : 

The  view  that  the  board  of  state  canvassers  is  a  tribunal  having  power  strictly  judi- 
cial, such  as  is  involved  in  the  determination  of  the  legality  of  a  particular  vote  or 
election,  cannot  be  sustained.  The  constitution  of  this  State  (article  III  and  section 
I  of  article  VI)  provides  that  "  the  powei-s  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Florida 
shall  be  divided  into  three  departments:  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial;  and  no 
person  properly  belonging  to  one  of  the  departments  shall  exercise  auy  functions  ap- 
pertaining to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  those  cases  expressly  provided  for  by  this 
constitution."  "The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court, 
circuit  court,  countv  courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace." 

All  of  the  acts  which  this  board  can  do  under  the  statute  must  be  based  upon  the 
returns;  and  while  in  some  cases  the  officers  composing  the  board  may,  like  all  minis- 
terial officers  of  a  similar  character,  exclude  what  purports  to  be  a  return  for  irrega> 
larity,  still  everything  they  are  authorized  to  do  is  limited  to  what  is  sanctioned  by 
authentic  and  true  returns  before  them.  Their  final  act  and  determination  must  be  such 
as  appears  from  and  is  shown  by  the  returns  of  the  several  counties  to  be  correct. 
They  have  no  general  power  to  issue  subpGDuas,  to  summon  parties,  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses,  to  grant  a  trial  by  jury,  or  do  any  act  but  determine  and  declare 
who  has  been  elected  as  shown  by  the  returns.  They  are  authorized  to  enter  no  judg- 
ment, and  their  power  is  limited  by  the  express  words  of  the  statute,  which  gives  them 
being,  to  the  signing  of  a  certificate  containing  the  whole  number  of  vor«s  given  for 
each  person  for  each  office,  and  therein  declaring  the  result  as  shown  by  the  retnms. 
This  certificate  thus  signed  is  not  a  judicial  judgment,  and  the  determination  and  dec- 
laration which  they  make  is  not  a  judicial  declaration — that  is,  a  determination  of  a 
right  after  notice,  according  to  the  general  law  of  the  land  as  to  the  rights  of  parties, 
but  it  is  a  declaration  of  a  conclusion  limited  and  restricted  by  the  letter  of  the  stat- 
ute. Such  limited  declaration  and  determination  by  a  board  of  State  canvassers  has 
been  declared  by  a  large  majority  of  the  courts  to  be  a  ministerial  function,  power,  and 
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dnty,  as  distinct  from  a  judicial  power  and  Jarisdiction.  Indeed,  with  tlie  exception 
of  the  courts  iu  Louisiana,  and  perhaps  another  IState,  no  judicial  sanction  can  be  found 
for  the  view  that  these  officers  are  judicial  in  their  character,  or  that  they  have  any 
discretion,  either  executive,  legislative,  or  judicial,  which  is  not  bound  and  fixed  by 
the  returns  before  them.  The  duty  to  count  these  returns  has  been  enforced  by  man- 
damus so  repeatedly  iu  the  courts  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  that  the  power 
of  the  courts  in  this  respect  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  an  open  question.  Mr.  Justice 
Smith,  iu  the  very  celebrated  case  of  the  attorney-general  ex  rel,  Bashford  vb,  Barstow, 
(4  Wis.,  813,)  when  speaking  of  the  powers  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  after  re- 
citing their  power  to  "determine"  the  result  of  an  election  from  the  returns,  says: 
"  These  are  not  judicial  but  purely  minis^rial  acts."  We  must  therefore  decide  that 
the  general  nature  of  the  power  given  by  the  statute  is  ministerial,  and  that  to  the  ex- 
tent that  any  strictly  and  purely  judicial  power  is  granted  such  power  cannot  exist. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  only  remaining  general  question  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  board  under  the  statute. 

While  the  general  powers  of  the  board  are  thus  limited  to  and  by  the  returns,  still 
as  to  these  returns  the  statute  provides  that  "  if  any  such  returns  shall  be  shown  or 
shall  appear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to 
determine  the  true  vote  for  any  officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not 
include  such  return  in  their  determination  and  declaration,  and  the  secretary  of  state 
sbaU  preserve  and  file  in  his  office  all  such  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents 
and  papers  as  may  have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  board  of  canvassers."  The 
words  true  vote  here  indicate  the  vote  actually  cast,  as  distinct  from  the  legal  vote.  This 
follows, /rs/,  from  the  clear  general  duty  of  the  canvassers,  which  is  to  ascertain  and 
certify  the  •*  votes  given"  for  each  person  for  each  office;  and,8eoo)if2,  because  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  vote  cast  is  a  legal  vote  is  beyond  the  power  of  this  board.  As  to  the 
words  "  irregular,  false, and  fraudulent"  in  this  connection,  their  definition  is  not  re- 
quired by  the  questions  raised  by  the  pleadings  in  this  case.  These  respondents  have 
not  alleged  that  they  have  before  them  any  return  "  so  irregular,  false, or  fraudulent" 
that  they  are  unable  to  determine  the  actual  vote  cast  in  any  county,  as  shown  by  the 
returns;  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  the  counting  of  returns  sufficiently  reg- 
ular to  ascertain  the  whole  nfimber  of  votes  given,  and  signing  a  certificate,  are  merely 
ministerial  acts.  Under  these  pleadings  the  genuineness  and  regularity  of  the  partic- 
ular returns  in  question  here  are  admitted.  We  will  say,  however,  that  the  clear  effect 
of  this  clause  in  the  statute  is  that  a  return  of  the  character  named  shall  not  be  in- 
cluded in  the  determination  and  declaration  of  the  board ;  and  that  it  has  power  to 
determine  the  hona-fide  character»of  the  returns  dehors  their  face.  It  is  not  within  the 
power  of  this  board  to  refuse  to  count  some  of  the  votes  embraced  in  a  return  and  to 
count  others  embraced  therein.  They  must  count  the  whole  of  the  return,  or  must 
reject  it  in  toto.  We  will  also  say  that  the  powers  here  conferred  are  ministerial  pow- 
ers. It  is  true  that  in  some  respects  these  powers  are  something  more  than  simple 
counting  or  computing,  but  they  are  powers  which  necessaiily  appertain  to  the  dis- 
charge of  every  ministerial  duty  of  this  character.  Their  existence  is  no  obstacle  to 
the  control  of  such  officers  by  mandamus  from  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter. 

In  defiuing  the  duties  of  a  board  of  State  canvassers,  where  there  was  no  like  clause 
to  this  in  the  act  defining  their  powers,  this  court,  in  13  Fla.,  73,  said :  "Their  duties 
and  functions  are  mainly  ministeri^J,  but  are  quasi-judicial,  so  far  as  it  is  their  duty  to 
determine  whether  the  papers  received  by  them  and  purporting  to  be  returns  were  in 
fact  such,  were  genniue,  intelligible,  and  substantially  authenticated  as  required  by 
law."  The  power  to  ascertain  the  regularity,  the  genuineness,  and  the  honesty  of  a 
return  are  powers  of  like  character  to  those  mentioned  and  thus  described  in  that  case. 

By  the  statute  of  1868,  the  duty  and  power  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  was  con- 
fined exclnsively  to  the  compiling  of  such  returns  of  any  election  as  should  come  to 
their  hands  from  the  county  canvassing-boards,  and  upon  computation  of  the  aggre- 
gate vote,  as  shown  by  such  returns,  to  ascertain  who  had  received  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  any  office,  and  to  certify  the  result,  and  declare  therefrom  who  was  elected 
to  any  office. 

Under  this  act  it  became  the  duty  of  the  State  board  to  determine  ministerially  the  re- 
sult, but  necessarily,  by  the  exercise  of  discretion  and  judgment,  they  must  first  deter- 
mine that  tlie  papeiTj  before  them  were  genuine,  and  that  they  were  executed  in  form  and 
matter  substantially  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  that  they  were, 
in  fact  and  iu  law,  the  returns  of  the  eleotion.  This,  as  was  said  by  this  court  in  a  for- 
mer case,  was  the  exercise  of  a  quasi-judicial  power.  To  the  extent  here  indicated,  a 
judgment  iu  the  nature  of  a  judicial  function  is  necessarily  exercised  ;  for,  if  it  be  oth- 
erwise, the  whole  law  is  inoperative  in  respect  to  the  power  of  the  board  to  do  any 
act  whatever.  The  constitutional  provision  that  the  officers  of  one  department  of  the 
government  are  strictly  forbidden  to  do  any  act  or  to  exercise  any  function  pertaining 
to  any  other  department,  unless  expressly  provided  for  iu  the  constitution,  must  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  provision  (section  6,  article  XIV)  authorizing  and  re- 
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qniring  the  legislature  to  provide  for  ascertaining  the  resalt  from  '*  the  returns  of  elec- 
tions." This  is  clearly  an  express  authority  for  providing  that  ''returns  of  elections'* 
must  be  received,  considered,  and  passed  upon  by  such  officeis  or  persons  as  might  be 
designated  by  the  legislature.  And  the  necessary  conclusion  is  that  such  officers  may 
be  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  inquire  into  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  returns  sent 
to  them,  and  if,  upon  such  inquiry,  they  be  satisfied  that  the  return  does  not  show  the 
vote  actually  cast  at  the  election,  but  that  it  states  a  falsehood  as  to  that  fact,  they 
may  lay  it  aside  and  refuse  to  count  the  return  as  is  provided  in  the  act  of  1^72. 

"  If,  as  is  here  alleged  by  the  relator,  the  respondents  neglected  to  examine  and  in- 
clude returns  duly  and  legally  made  from  several  of  the  counties,  and,  therefore,  but 
partially  performed  what  they  were  by  law  required  to  do,  it  must  be  considered  that 
they  have  not  complied  with  the  law,  and  that  they  must  be  required  to  do  so  by 
means  of  the  process  here  invoked." 

This  leads  to  a  careful  examination  of  the  pleadings  herein  made. 

The  case  is  before  us  on  a  demurrer  to  the  return  of  the  respondents  to  the  alterna- 
tive writ.  The  alternative  writ  sets  up  the  counting  and  computing  by  the  canvassers 
of  the  votes  given,  as  shown  by  the  returns  from  certain  counties  named.  It  alleges 
that  returns  of  said  election  from  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  wherein  electiooB 
have  been  and  were  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  for  the  election  of  governor, 
have  been  received  at  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  ;  that  there  has  been  a  pretended 
canvass  of  such  returns,  and  that  as  to  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Monroe, 
and  Manatee,  the  said  canvassers  have  not  confined  themselves  to  a  cauva^s  of  the 
returns  from  said  counties,  although  the  same  were  not  unintelligible  or  fraudulent, 
but  genuine  and  bona  fide.  The  relator  then  prays  direction  to  such  board  of  State 
canvassers  that  they  do  canvass  and  count  the  election-returns  for  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor from  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  the  State  wherein  an  electiou  was  held 
for  said  office,  and  that  they  do  canvass  and  count  the  said  election-returns  from  tbo 
said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee,  and  Monroe.  The  writ  then  proceeds  in 
the  usual  and  proper  form,  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  insert.  The  issues  pre- 
sented by  the  answers,  original  and  amended,  are  special  and  precise,  setting  up  in 
each  case  where  the  returns  from  any  of  the  said  counties  were  not  counted  and  com- 
puted, the  particular  reason  and  cause  for  such  action  by  the  board.  The  question 
arising  upon  the  demnrrer  is,  do  these  answers  show  sufficient  cause  in  law  why  the 
peremptory  writ  should  not  be  awarded  ?  We  examine  each  of  the  reasons  assigned 
in  the  answer  as  to  the  several  counties,  being  guided  and  controlled  in  our  conclusion 
by  our  views  of  the  powers  of  the  board,  as  hereinbefore  defined. 

Aa  to  the  county  of  Jackson : 

The  answer  sets  up  that  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (557)  votes  were  deducted  from 
the  votes  cast  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  as  appeared  from  the  face  of  the  return,  upon 
the  ground  of  irregularity  and  gross  fraud  in  the  conduet  of  the  election. 

Upon  the  face  of  this  answer,  and  in  view  of  the  express  allegations  of  the  alterna- 
tive writ  as  to  the  genuineness,  intelligibility,  and  bona-fide  character  of  the  retnms 
of  the  votes  cast  in  this  county,  and  in  view  of  the  express  admission  by  the  pleading 
that  such  return  was  a  genuine  return  of  votes  cast,  the  only  question  raised  here  is 
"whether,  under  this  statute,  the  canvassers  can  reject  a  return  of  votes  cast,  or  any  of 
the  votes  cast,  for  irregularity  or  fraud  in  tlie  co|^uct  of  the  election. 
•  Whether  irregularities  or  fraud  in  an  election  will  authorize  the  rejection  of  a  vot« 
cast,  counted,  and  returned  in  a  genuine,  bona-fide  return,  is  a  question  of  law  not 
within  the  power  of  this  board  to  determine.  If  the  return  was  regular,  genuine,  and 
bona  fide,  as  it  was  admitted  to  be  by  the  pleadings,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  board  to 
comit  it. 

As  to  the  county  of  Hamilton: 

The  answer  alleges  that  there  was  a  deduction  made  from  the  votes  cast  at  one  pre- 
cinct, as  appeared  from  the  face  of  the  return,  upon  the  ground  of  gross  violation  of 
the  election  law  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election.  What  has  been  said  as  to 
Jackson  County  covers  this  case,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  repetition. 

Aa  to  the  county  of  Monroe: 

The  answer  alleges  that  the  vote  at  one  precinct  was  deducted  from  the  vote  as  ap- 
peared from  the  return  from  said  county,  upon  the  ground  of  irregularity  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  election,  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said 
precinct.  What  has  been  said  covers  the  matter  of  irregularity  in  the  election.  As  to 
fraud  in  the  conduct  of  inspectors  at  a  precinct,  it  is  not  a  ground  upon  which  the 
canvassers  can  reject  a  return  from  the  county  which  is  genuine  and  bona  fide.  What 
is  fraud  in  such  an  inspector  is  a  question  of  law,  so  also  the  question  whether  such 
fraud  by  inspectors  can  vitiate  an  election  is  a  question  of  law.  Both  are  judicial 
questions  beyond  the  power  of  the  board  to  determine. 
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As  to  the  county  of  Manatee: 

The  answer  sets  up  that  said  board  did  not  include  the  return  from  said  county  of 
Manatee  in  its  determination  and  declaration  of  the  vote  cast  at  said  election,  upon 
the  ground  of  irre^larity  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  on  said  7th  day  of 
November,  1876.  The  matter  of  irregularity  and  fraud  here  allej^ed  has  already  been 
considered  in  the  case  of  other  counties. 

The  answer  alleges  further,  as  to  this  county,  that  the  hoard  did  not  include  the 
vote  cast  therein  as  it  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  return,  because  it  appeared  in  evi- 
dence that  there  was  such  irregularity  and  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  in  said 
county  in  receiving  votes  of  persons  not  registered,  and  there  being  no  registration-list 
furnishf  d  inspectors,  and  no  designation  of  voting-places,  and  no  notice  of  election^ 
that  said  board  could  not  ascertain  the  true  vote. 

A  return  of  votes  cast  in  a  county  at  a  general  election,  of  which  notice  is  given 
throughout  the  State  by  the  proper  executive  authority,  no  notice  of  election  by  local 
officers  Ccouuty)  having  been  given,  isnot  aretum  either  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent, 
-  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  regulating  and  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Stat-e  canvassers. 

Like  the  question  of  the  legality  of  a  vote,  this  is  a  question  of  law  to  be  determined 
by  a  court— a  judicial  question  beyond  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  a  ministerial  offi- 
cer under  the  law,  constitutional  and  statutory.  A  reiurn  of  votes  cast  in  a  county  at 
BQch  general  election,  duly  signed  by  acknowledged  county  officers,  and  regular  in  form, 
of  which  election  no  notice  by  county  officers  as  to  polling-places  is  given,  (the  time  of 
election  being  according  to  the  general  notice,)  is  a  return  which  the  State  canvassers 
mast  count,  as  it  is  neither  irregular,  false,  nor  fraudulent  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute.  Whether  such  vote  is  effective  to  vest  the  office  is  a  question  judicial  in  its 
character,  which  this  court  upon  mandamus  should  no  more  determine  than  should  the 
State  canvassers.  Such  canvassers  must  count  such  returns,  and  so  this  court  should 
order.  Whether  all  these  votes  so  returned  are  legal  votes  is  another  question,  which 
neither  the  State  canvassers  can  determine  in  their  action  nor  should  this  court  deter- 
mine it  when  it  is  sought  to  direct  them  to  perform  ministerial  duties. 

As  to  the  counties  of  Hernando,  Orange,  and  Leon : 

The  answer  states  that  a  number  of  votes  were  deducted  from  the  returns  of  votes 
cast  in  said  counties  because  they  were  illegally  cast,  and  that  a  vote  was  deducted 
from  the  return  of  Jefferson  County  because  it  was  fraudulently  ca«t.  These,  as  we 
have  before  said,  are  questions  which  the  law  does  not  authorize  the  board  to  de- 
termine. They  must  count  these  returns,  as  they  admit  them  by  the  pleadings  to  be 
returns  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  They  nowhere  allege  the  returns  to  be  so 
**  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent "  that  they  cannot  determine  the  vote  cast  from  them. 

As  to  the  county  of  Clay : 

The  answer  states  that  thirty-five  votes  were  added  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  had 
been  improperly  rejected  by  the  county  canvassers  of  the  vote  of  said  county  at  said  elec- 
tion, and  that  six  votes  cast  were  deducted  upon  the  ground  that  said  votes  were  cast  by 
non-residents  of  the  county.  It  follows  from  the  view  we  have  taken  of  the  law  applicable 
to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  State  canvassers,  that  any  statement  of  votes  by  pre- 
cinct inspectors,  which  were  not  included  in  the  canvass  made  by  the  county  canvass- 
ing-board,  cannot  be  counted  by  the  State  board,  the  powers  of  the  latter  being  con- 
fined by  law  to  counting  only  such  votes  as  are  duly  returned  by  the  county  board. 
Such  votes  cannot  he  legally  included  in  the  estimates  of  the  State  canvassing-board. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  raised  in  the  pleadings,  as  well  as  the  other  questions  of 
practice  and  power,  are  all  adjudicated  in  the  case  of  the  State  on  the  relation  of  Blox- 
nam  vs.  The  Board  of  State  Canvassers,  (13  Fla.,  74-70,)  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat 
here  what  is  there  said. 

Under  the  pleadings,  and  the  constitution  and  the  statute  as  applied  to  them,  our 
judgment  is  that  the  demurrer  must  be  sustained  and  the  peremptory  writ  must  be 
awarded. 

And  afterward,  to  wit,  on  the  23d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  the  said  motion  hav- 
ing been  withdrawn,  the  judgment  of  the  court  herein  was  entered  in  the  words  and 
figures  folowing : 

State  op  Florida,  on  the  relation  of  Georoe  F.  Drew,' 
plaintiff, 

r».  ^ 

Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  William  Archer 
Cocke,  attorney-general,  and  Clayton  A. Co wgill,  comptroller 
of  the  State  of  Florida,  respondents. 

This  day  came  the  parties,  by  their  attorneys,  and  thereupon  the  matter  of  law  aris- 
ing npon  the  relator's  demurrer  to  the  answers,  original  and  amended,  of  the  re- 
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spoDdents  bein^  argned,  it  seems  to  the  conrt  that  the  said  answers,  and  the  matter 
therein  contained,  are  not  a  sufficient  answer  in  law  to  the  alternative  writ  issued  herein, 
and  that  said  return  is  insufficient.  Therefore  it  is  considered  that  a  peremptory  writ 
l>e  awarded,  directed  to  the  said  Samuel  B.  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  William  Archer 
Cocke,  attorn ey-ffeneral,  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  comptroller,  board  of  canvassers-of 
elections  of  the  State  of  Florida,  commanding  them  that  they  forthwith  meet  and  con- 
vene and  re-assemble  as  a  board  of  8tate  canvassers,  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  to  canvass  and  count  all  the  election-returns,  on  file  in  the  said  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  stale,  of  the  said  election  for  the  office  of  governor,  held  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  1>.  1876;  and  that  as  such  board  of  State  canvassers  they  canvass  and 
count  the  returns  for  said  office  from  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  this  State 
wherein  an  election  was  held  for  said  office,  and,  especially,  that  they  do  canvass  and 
count  the  said  election-returns  from  the  said  counties  of  Jackson,  Hamilton,  Manatee, 
and  Monroe,  and  that  they  determine  from  a  canvass  and  count  and  examination  ana 
tabulation  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  the  said  office  of  governor  at  said  election  in  all  the 
counticH  of  the  State,  as  shown  by  the  election-returns  of  said  election  received  at  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  highest  number  of  votes  to 
the  said  office  of  governor  as  shown  by  the  said  returns,  and  that  they  do,  as  such  board, 
make  and  sign  a  certificate,  as  required  by  law,  containin|;^  in  words  and  figures  writ- 
ten at  full  length  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  said  election,  as  shown  by  said 
returns,  for  the  Raid  office  of  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  the  number  of^votes 
given  for  each  person  voted  for  for  said  office,  and  in  said  certificate  declare  the  result 
of  the  said  election  for  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

And  that  they  do  perfectly  execute  this  writ  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1876,  and  how  they  shall  have  executed  it  make  return  to  our  supreme  court  on 
that  day  by  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  writing,  to  be  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  said  court. 

CANVASS  UNDER  ORDER  OF  COURT. 

In  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Florida. 


State  of  Florida,  on  relation  of  George  F.  Drew, 

Samuel  B,  McLin,  secretary  of  state,  William  A.  Cocke, 
attorney-general,  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  members  of  the 
board  of  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Florida. 


'Petition  for  mandamus. 


The  said  Samuel  B.  McLin,  William  A.  Cocke,  and  Clayton  A.  Cowgill,  members  of 
the  board  of  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Florida,  acknowledging  service  upon  them 
in  due  form  of  the  writ  of  mandamus  issued  by  the  order  of  the  supreme  court  in 
the  ahove-en titled  proceeding,  and  taking  cognizance  of  the  orders  therein,  both 
general  and  special,  and  particularly  the  requirement  making  report  of  the  action  of 
said  board  under  the  said  writ  due  to  the  said  court  at  the  hour  of  4  o'clock  p.m., 
of  December  27th  instant,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  make  return  to  the  court  in  dis- 
charge of  its  orders  in  the  premises,  and  also  of  said  writ,  requesting  that  this,  their 
return,  may  be  accepted  in  discharge  thereof:  First,  they  respectfully,  bnt  as  of 
right,  enter  their  protest  against  doing  and  being  required  to  do  any  and  all  the 
things  of  them  ordered  by  the  said  writ  of  the  said  supreme  court,  aud  in  connec- 
tion therewith  they  deny  that  the  court  could  rightfully  take  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
proceeding  and  asHume  to  issue  said  writ  against  them,  because  they  say  the  election, 
the  returns  of  which  they  are  directed  now  to  recanvass,  was  a  mixed  election,  being 
partly  for  officers  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  partly  for  Representatives  in  Congress, 
of  which  election  they  say  they  were  officers  within  the  meaning  of  section  5115  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  and  being  such  officerp,  they  say  they  were 
bound  to  observe  every  duty  by  the  law  of  Florida  imposed  upon  them  in  regard  to 
such  election,  subject  to  the  pains  and  penalties  by  the  said  section  prescribed  for 
neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  such  duties,  and  as  they  were  not  at  liberty  under  the 
said  election-law  of  Florida  to  separate  the  returns  for  Representatives  in  Congress 
from  the  returns  for  State  officers  for  purposes  of  canvass  and  count,  neither  can 
the  court  make  order  requiring  them  to  canvass  said  returns  separately  aud  by  dif- 
ferent rules.  They  further  say  in  protest  that  as  such  board  of  canvassers  they  did 
heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  sixth  day  of  December,  instant,  assemble,  and,  as  in 
their  judgment  tbey  thought  required  by  the  law  of  Florida,  section  4  of  the  act 
approved  February  27,  1872,  canvass  the  returns  of  the  election  held  November  7, 
1876,  being  the  same  returns  they  are  now  by  the  court  ordered  and  required  to 
recanvass ;  that  in  such  former  canvass  some  of  the  said  returns  were  contested 
for  alleged  irregularity,  falsity  and  fraud,  in  which  cases  proof  was  heard  by  the 
board  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  true  vote  cast  for  the  several  candidates  in  the 
counties  or  precincts  of  counties  so  contested,  with  the  result  that  in  some  instances 
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the  aKizregate  of  votes  as  it  appeared  od  the  face  of  some  of  the  returns  was 
changed  hy  the  board  to  correspond  with  the  aggregate  of  the  true  vote,  as  the 
same  appeared  by  the  evidence,  while  in  other  cases  the  returns  were  entirely 
rejected,  and  that  in  conclusion  of  the  inquiry  tlie  m^ority  of  the  board  did  determine 
and  declare  as  to  them  appeared  right,  just,  and  lawful,  that  the  candidates  for  gov- 
ernor received  votes  as  follows :  Marcellns  L.  Steams  received  23,666  votes,  George  F. 
Drew  received  23,208  votes,  and  that  candidates  for  other  offices  involved  in  the  said 
election  each  received  the  number  of  votes  set  opposite  his  name,  the  same  being  con- 
sidered his  true  vote ;  all  which  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  certified 
declaration  of  result  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  whereupon  the  said 
board  did  by  resolution  passed  adjourn  their  session  sine  die,  and  cease  to  have  le^al 
existence,  insomuch  that  it  is  not  possible  for  any  court  to  re-assemble  them  or  revive 
their  functions  for  anv  purpose  whatever ;  wherefore,  in  no  wise  abating  our  respect 
for  the  court,  we  declare  of  the  recanvass  now  herein  below  returned  to  the  court, 
made  in  conformity  to  the  rules  laid  down  for  such  recanvass  in  the  decision  pro- 
mulgated by  the  court  in  the  above-entitled  cause,  and  on  account  of  such  rules  at- 
taining: another  and  different  result  fi*om  the  first  and,  in  our  judgment,  only  lawful 
canvass,  that  we  regard  it  as  a  return  void  of  effect,  and  we  respectmlly  pray  tne  court 
that  this  protest  may  be  admitted  as  part  of  such  return  and  become  of  the  record  of 
the  court.  And  now,  obediently  to  the  order  and  writ  aforesaid,  the  undersigned, 
having,  in  the  first  place,  re-assembled  as  a  board  of  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Florida 
proceeded  to  recanvass  the  returns  of  the  several  counties  of  the  election  for  gov- 
ernor, taking  for  the  purpose  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  they  return  the  following  as  the  determination  and  declaration  of  the  result 
of  tnch  recanvass,  to  wit :  Of  uie  candidates  for  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received 
24,179  votes ;  Marcellns  L.  Steams  received  23,984  votes.  And  the  undersigned  make 
farther  return  to  the  court,  and  say,  that  though  not  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  court, 
for  various  reasons,  they  deemed  best  to  make^  while  re-assembled  as  a  board,  as  afore- 
said, a  recanvass  of  the  said  returns  of  the  said  election  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  state^  of  and  concerning  the  election  of  other  officers  voted  for  at  said  elec- 
tion, which  will  be  found  in  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  such  recanvass  hereto 
appended  as  part  of  this  return.  And  the  undersigned  further  inform  the  court  that 
we  regard  our  former  canvass  of  the  returns  of  the  election  for  electors  of  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
as  conclusive.  Tet,  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  we  have  re-examinea 
the  said  retnma,  and  find  that  a  recanvass  of  them,  according  to  the  said  decision, 
would  show  that  of  the  candidates  for  said  electors,  Frederick  O.  Humphreys  received 
24,215  votes,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  24,211  votes,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  24,209 
votes,  William  H.  Holden  received  24,215  votes,  James  E.  Yonge  received  24,004  votes, 
Wilkinson  Call  received  24,001  votes,. Robert  B.  Hilton  received  24,001  votes,  Robert 
.  Bollock  received  24,001  votes. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  B.  McLIN, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Chairman  Board  State  Canvassers. 

C.  A.  COWGILL, 
Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts. 
8.  Eep.  611,  pt.  2 ^26 
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LEGISLATIVE  CANVASS. 


Journal  of  the  assembly. 

Sattrday,  January  20, 1877. 
The  assembly  met  pnrsoant  to  adjonmrnent. 

Tbe  foUowlDg  communication  was  received  from  the  Hon.  W.  D.  Blozham,  secretary 
of  state : 

**  Office  Secrktary  of  State. 
"  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  January  20, 1877. 
**Hon.  G.  G.  McWhorter, 

"  Speaker  "of  the  Assembly: 
"Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  procure  a  legal 
canvass  of  the  electoral  vote  of  the  State  of  Florida,  as  cast  at  tbe  election  held  on  me 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  15J76,'  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  inclosed  canvass. 
The  attorney-general  having  previously  acted  as  legal  adviser  for  a  portion  of  the 
electors,  declined  to  act  with  the  board,  and  Hon.  Walter  Gwynn,  treasurer,  was  called 
in  by  the  board,  in  compliance  with  the  law.  The  vote  of  each  county,  as  shown  by 
the  original  returns  now  on  file  in  this  oiBce,  (canvassed  in  accordance  with  the  decis- 
ions of  the  supreme  court,)  and  a  tabular  statement  of  the  entire  vote,  it  herewith  pre- 
sented. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"W.  D.   BLOXHAM, 

"Secretary  of  the  State." 

certificate  of  state  canvassers  of  election  NO^'^MBER  7,  1876. 

We,  W.  D.  Bloxham,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Columbus  Drew, 
comptroller  of  public  accounts  of  said  State,  and  Walter  Gwynn,  treasurer  of  said 
State,  constituting  the  board  of  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Florida,  do  hereby  certify 
that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  TaUa- 
hassee,  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1677,  and  proceeded  to  canvass  the  returns  of  a 
general  election  held  in  said  State  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  presi- 
dential electors,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  {>ro- 
cure  a  legal  canvass  of  the  electoral  vote  of  the  State  of  Florida,  as  cast  at  the  election 
held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876."  From  said  canvass  we  arrived  at  the 
following  result,  which  we  do  hereby  certify: 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Alachua 
was  afl  follows,  viz : 

tilden  electors. 

Wilkinson  Call  received  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  1,267. 
James  E.  Yonge  received  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  1,267. 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  1,267. 
Bobert  Bullock  received  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  1,^. 

HAYES  ELECTORS. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  1,934. 
C.  H.  Pearce  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eig[hty-four,  1,984. 
W.  H.  Holden  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  1,984. 
T.  W.  Long  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  1,984. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Baker  was 
as  follows,  viz : 
Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-ei^ht,  238. 
James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-ei^ht,  2^. 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  238. 
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Robert  Bullock  received  two  hnndred  and  thirty-eight,  238. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three,  143. 
C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  forty -three,  143. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three,  143. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three,  143. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Brevard 
was  as  follows,  viz  : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  111. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  111. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  111. 

Robert  Bullock  received  one  hnndred  and  eleven,  111. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  fifty-eight,  58. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  fifty -eight,  58.  , 

W.  H.  Holden  received  fifty-eight,  58. 

T.  W.  Long  received  fifty-eight,  58. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Bradford 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  huudred  and  three,  703. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  seven  hundred  and  three,  703. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  three,  703. 

Robert  Bullock  received  seven  hnndred  and  three,  703. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  two,  202. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  two  hundred  and  two,  202. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  two  hnndred  and  two,  202. 

T.  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and  two,  202. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county- of  Calhoun 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  fifteen,  215. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  and  fifteen,  215. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  fifteen,  215. 

Robert  Bullock  received  two  hundred  and  fifteen,  215. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  sixty-three,  63. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  sixty- two,  62. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  sixty-three,  63. 

T.  W.  Long  received  sixty-three,  63. 

C.  H.  Humphries  received  one,  1. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Columbia 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  nine  hundred  and  three,  903. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  nine  hnndred  and  three,  903. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  nine  hundred  and  three,  903. 

Robert  Bullock  received  nine  hundred  and  three,  903. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen,  718. 
C.  H.  Pearce  i-eceived  seven  hundred  and  eighteen,  718. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen,  718. 
T.  W.  Long  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen,  718. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  oonnty  of  Clay  was 
as  follows,  viz : 
Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-six,  286. 
James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  287. 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  287. 
Robert  Bullock  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  287. 
F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-two,  122, 
C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-one,  121. 
W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-two,  122. 
T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  twenty -two,  122. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Duval  was 
as  follows,  viz : 
Wilkinson  Call  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  1,436. 
James  E.  Yonge  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  1,437. 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  1,437. 
Robert  Bullock  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  1,437. 
F.  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  2,367. 
C.  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-six,  2,366. 
W.  H.  Holden  received  twenty- three  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  2,367. 
T.  W.  Lons  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-six,  2,366. 
Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one,  1. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Dade  was 
as  follows,  viz : 
Wilkinson  Call  received  five,  5. 
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James  E.  Yoiige  received  five,  5. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five,  5. 

Robert  Bullock  received  five,  5. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  uine,  9. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  nine,  9. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  nine,  9. 

T.  W.  Long  received  nine,  9. 

The  whole  number  of  vot^s  cast  for  x)resideutial  electors  in  the  oonnty  of  Escambia 
•was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  1,426. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  1,426. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  1,426. 

Robert  Bullock#received  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  1,426. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  sixteen  hundred  and  two,  1,602. 

C.  H.  Peaixje  received  sixteen  hundred  and  two,  1,602. 

W.  H.  Holden  receive4l  sixteen  hundred  and  two,  1,602. 

T.  W.  Long  received  sixteen  hundred  and  two,  1,602. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Franklin 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- seven,  167. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  sixty  seven,  167. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  167. 

Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  sixty -seven,  167. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  ninety-one,  91. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  ninety -one,  91. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  ninety-one,  91. 

T.  W.  Long  received  ninety-one,  91. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presdential  electors  in  the  county  of  Gadsden 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  8.35. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  ei^ht  hundred  and  thirty-five,  835. 

Robert  B.  Hilt^m  received  eight  hundred  ami  thirty-five,  835. 

Robert  Bullock  received  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  835. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  tnirteen  hundred,  1,300. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  thii-teen  hundred,  1,300. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  thirteen  hundred,  1,300. 

T.  W.  Long  received  thirteen  hundred,  1,300. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Hamilton 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and  seventeen,  617. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  seventeen,  617. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  seventeen,  617. 

Robert  Bullock  received  six  hundred  and  seventeen,  617. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  three  hundred  and  thirty,  330. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  three  hundred  and  thirty,  330. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  three  hundred  and  thirty,  3.30. 

T.  W.  Long  received  three  hundred  and  thirty,  330. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Hernando 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  579. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  579. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  578. 

Robert  Bullock  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  579.   • 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four,  144. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four,  144. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four,  144. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four,  144. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Hillsbor^ 
ough  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  790. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  790. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  790. 

Robert  Bullock  received  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  789. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Holmee 
was  an  follows,  viz  : 

W^ilkinson  Call  received  three  hundred,  300. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  three  hundred,  300. 
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Robert  B.  Hiltou  received  three  hundred,  300. 

Robert  Bnllock  received  three  hundred,  300. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  sixteen,  16. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  sixteen,  1(5. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  sixteen,  16. 

T.  W.  Long  received  sixteen,  16. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Jackson 
was  as  follows,  via : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  1,397. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  1,397. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  1,397. 

Robert  Bullock  received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  1,397. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  1,299. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  1,299. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  1,299. 

T.  W.  Long  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  1,299. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Jefferson 
was  a  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  hundre<l  and  thirty-seven,  737. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  737. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  737. 

Robert  Bullock  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  737. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  sixty,  2,660. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  sixty,  2,660. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  sixty,  2,660. 

T.  W.  Long  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  sixty,  2,660. 

The  whole  number  of  votescast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  La  Fayette 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  three  hundred  and  nine,  309. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  three  hundred  and  nine,  309. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  three  hundred  and  nine,  309. 

Robert  Bullock  received  three  hundred  and  nine,  309. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  sixty-two,  62. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  sixty-two,  62, 

W.  H.  Holden  received  sixty-two,  62. 

T.  W.  Long  received  sixty-two,  62. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Leon  was 
as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  one  thousand  and  three,  1,003. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  one  thousand  and  three,  1,003. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  thousand  and  three,  1,003. 

Robert  Bullock  received  one  thousand  and  three,  1,003. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  three  thousand  and  thirty-five,  3,035. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  three  thousand  and  thirty- five,  3,035. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  three  thousand  and  thirty-tive,  3,035. 

T.  W.  Long  received  three  thousand  and  thirty-Hve,  3,035. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Levy  was 
as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  487. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  488. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  receive<l  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  487. 

Robert  BulloCk  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  487. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  seven,  207. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  two  hundred  and  seven,  207. 

W.  H.  Holden  receivetl  two  hundred  and  seven,  207. 

T.  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and  six,  206. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Liberty 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  147. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  147. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  147. 

Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  147. 

F.  C.  Humphries  receivetl  eighty-three,  83. 

C.  H.  Pearce  receivetl  eighty-three,  83. 

W.H.  Holden  received  eighty-three,  83. 

T.  W.  Long  received  eighty- three,  83. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Madison, 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  one  thousand  and  seven ty-ei^ht,  1,078. 

James  £.  Yonge  received  one  thousand  and  seventy-eight,  1,078. 
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Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  thousand  and  seventy -eight,  1»078. 

Robert  Bullock  received  one  thonsand  and  seventy -eight,  1,078. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four,  1,524. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four,  1,524. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four,  1,524. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four,  1,524. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Manatee, 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-two,  262. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundi*ed  and  sixty-two,  262. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-two,  262. 

Robert  Bullock  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-two,  262. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-six,  26. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-six,  26. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  twenty-six,  26. 

T.  W.  Long  received  twenty-six,  "26, 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Marion, 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  958. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  958. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  958. 

Robert  Bullock  received  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  958. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  fifteen  hundred  and  fiftj-two.  1,552. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  1,552. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  1,552. 

T.  W.  Long  received  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  1,552. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Monroe 
•was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  ten  hundred  and  forty-seven,  1,047. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  ten  hundred  and  forty-seven,  1,047. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  ten  hundred  and  forty-seven,  1,047. 

Robert  Bollock  received  ten  hundred  and  forty-seven,  1,047. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty,  980. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty,  980. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty,  980. 

T.  W.  Long  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty,  980. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Nassaa 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  667. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  667. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-six,  666. 

Robert  Bullock  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  667. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  802. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  802. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  802. 

T.  W.  Long  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  802. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Orange 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  nine  hundred  and  eight,  908. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  nine  hundred  and  eight,  908. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  nine  hundred  and  eight,  908. 

Robert  Bullock  received  nine  hundred  and  seven,  907. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  eight,  208. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  two  hundred  and  seven,  207. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  two  hundred  and  eight,  208. 

T.  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and  six,  206. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Putnam 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and  five,  605. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  five,  605. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  five,  605. 

Robert  Bullock  received  six  hundred  and  five,  605. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-six,  586. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-six,  586. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  five  hundred  and  eigtitv-six,  586. 

T.  W.  Long  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-five.  585. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Polk 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  456. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  four  bundled  and  fifty-six,  456. 
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Bobert  B.  Hilton  received  four  Unndred  and  fifty-six,  456. 

Robert  Bullock  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  456. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  six,  6. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  six,  6. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  six,  6. 

T.  W.  Iiong  received  six,  6. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Santa 
Bosa  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  hundred  and  sixty -ei^ht,  768. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  seven  hundred  and  sixty-ei^ht,  768. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  768. 

Robert  Bullock  received  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  768. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  four  hnudred  and  nine,  409. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  four  hundred  and  nine,  409. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  four  hundred  and  nine,  409. 

T.  W.  Long  received  four  hundred  and  nine,  409. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Sumter 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  five  hundred  and  six,  506. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  five  hundred  and  six,  506. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five  hundred  and  six,  506. 

Robert  Bullock  received  five  hundred  and  five,  505. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  173. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  173. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  173. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  173. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Saint  Johns 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  five  hundred  and  one,  501. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  five  hundred  and  one,  501. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five  hundred  and  one,  501. 

Robert  Bullock  received  five  hundred  and  one,  501. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  338. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  338. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  338. 

T.  W.  LoDg  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  338. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Suwannee 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  626. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  626. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  626. 

Robert  Bullock  received  six  hundred  ajid  twenty-six,  626. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  four  huDdrea  and  fifty-eight,  458. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  four  hundred  and  fifty- ei^ht,  458. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  458. 

T.  W.  Long  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  458. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Taylor  was 
as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  forty-two,  242. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  and  forty-two,  242. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  forty-two,  242. 

Robert  Bullock  received  two  hundred  and  forty-two,  242. 

F.  C.  Hamphries  received  seventy-three,  73. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  seventy-three,  73. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  seventy-three,  73. 

T.  W.  Long  received  seventy-three,  73. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Volusia 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundred  and  sixty,  460. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  459. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  459. 

Robert  Bullock  received  four  hundred  and  sixty,  460. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  186. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Wakulla 
was  as  follows,  viz :  ' 

Wilkinson  Call  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one,  361. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one,  361. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


408  LEQH8LATIVE   CANVASS. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  three  hundred  anfl  sixty-one,  361. 

Robert  Bullock  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one,  3(51. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  182. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  182. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  182. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  182. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Walton 
was  as  f oUdws,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  626. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-ei^ht,  628. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  628. 

Robert  Bullock  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  628. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  forty-six,  46. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  forty-six,  46. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  forty-seven,  47. 

T.  W.  Long  received  forty-six,  46. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton was  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundred  and  seven,  407. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  seven,  407. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  four  hundred  and  seven,  407. 

Robert  Bullock  received  four  hundred  and  seven,  407. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  119. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  119. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  119. 

T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  119. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  said  W.  D.  Bloxham, secretary  of  state,  Columbus  Drew,  comp- 
troller, and  Walter  Gwynn,  treasurer,  constituting  the  board  of  canvassers  as  afore- 
said, do  hereby  certify  that,  having  complet-ed  said  canvass  in  conformity  to  law,  have 
ascertained  and  determined,  and  do  declare  and  proclaim,  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  as  follows,  viz: 

Wilkinson  Call  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
24,437. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty,  24,440. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty -seven, 
24^37. 

Robert  Bullock  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
24,437. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-nine, 
24,349. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five,  24,345. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty,  24,350. 

T.  W.  Long  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-iour,  24,344. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  do  hereunto  atttx  our  official  signatures,  at  Tallahassee, 
this  the  19th  day  of  January,  1877. 

W.  D.  BLOXHAM, 
Secretary  of  State  and  Chairman  Canvassing-Board. 
C.  DREW, 
Comptroller  Public  Accounts,  State  of  Florida. 
WALTER  GWYNN, 

Treasurer,  State  of  Florida. 
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TABULATION. 


Democratic  electors. 

Republican  electors. 

i 

n 
n 

d 

Counties. 

=3 
O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

d 

d 
1 

n 

w 

QQ 

1 

Alftchna .,..-. .,* 

1,267 
238 
111 
703 
215 
903 
286 

1,436 
5 

1,426 
167 
835 
617 
579 
790 
300 

1,397 
737 
309 

1,003 
487 
147 

1,078 
262 
958 

1,047 
667 
908 
605 
456 
768 
506 
501 
626 
242 
460 
361 
626 
407 

1,267 
238 
111 

703 
215 
903 
287 

1,437 
5 

1,426 
167 
835 
617 
579 
790 
300 

1,397 
737 
309 

1,003 
468 
147 

1,078 
262 
958 

1,047 
667 
908 
605 
456 
768 

1,267 

1.267 

1,984 

143 

58 

202 

63 

718 

122 

2,367 

9 

1,602 

91 

1,300 

.-^30 

1,984 
143 

58 

202 

62 

718 

121 

2,366 

9 

1,602 

91 

1,300 

330 

144 

186 

16 

1,299 

2,660 

62 

3,035 

207 

83 

1,524 

26 

1,552 

980 

802 

207 

586 

6 

409 

173 

338 

458 

73 

186 

182 

46 

119 

1,964 

143 

58 

202 

63 

718 

122 

2,367 

9 

1,602 

91 

1,300 

330 

144 

186 

16 

1,299 

2,660 

62 

3,035 

207 

83 

1,524 

26 

1,552 

980 

802 

208 

586 

6 

409 

173 

338 

458 

73 

186 

182 

47 

119 

1,984 
143 

58 

Baker 

Brevard 

238i      238 
111        HI 

1 

Bradford 

703 
215 
903 
287 

1,437 
5 

1,426 
1G7 
835 
617 
578 
790 
300 

1,397 
737 
309 

1,003 
487 
147 

1,078 
262 
958 

1,047 
666 

703 
215 
903 
287 

1,437 
5 

1,426 
167 
835 
617 

202 

63 

718 

122 

2,366 

Calhoun 

Colnmbia 

Clay 

Dnval 

Dade 

9!     - 

Escambia 

1,602 

91 

1,300 

330 

144 

186 

16 

1,299 

2,660 

62 

3,035 

206 

83 

1,524 

26 

1,552 

980 

802 

206 

585 

6 

409 

173 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Hamilton    .....*....... 

Hernando ..-- 

579i       144 

Hillsborough. .......... 

789 
300 

1,397 
737 
309 

1,003 
487 
147 

1,078 
262 

1,047 
fir.7 

186 

16 

1,299 

2,660 

62 

3,035 

207 

83 

1,524 

26 

1,.552 

980 

802 

208 

586 

6 

409 

173 

33e 

73 
186 
182 

46 
119 

Holmes 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

La  Fayette 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Orancre 

908       9()7 

Putnam ............... 

605 
456 

605 
4.56 
768 
505 
501 
626 
242 
460 
361 
628 
407 

Polk 

Santa  Rosa 

Sumter 

506       .^Mi 

Saint  John's 

501 
626 
242 
459 
361 
628 
407 

501 
626 
242 
459 
361 
628 
407 

338 

458 

73 

186 

— 

Suwannee  ............. 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

182 

46 

119 

Walton 

Washington  ...... ..... 

TOTAL  RESULT. 


Wilkinson  Call 24,437 

J.  E.  Yonge 24,440 

R,  B.Hilton 24,437 

Robert  Bullock 24,437 


F.  C.  Humphries 24,349 

C.  H.  Pearce 24,345 

W.  H.  Holden 24,350 

T.W.  Long 24,344 


Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bishop  moved  that  the  communication,  together  with  the  tabulated  statement 
and  accompanying  report  of  the  canyass  and  certificates;  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
assembly ; 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Bishop  introduced 

Assembly  bill  No.  36, 

To  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  declare  and  establish  the  appointment  by  the  State  of 
Florida  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President;" 
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.    Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Bishop  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed  upon  the  jonmal,  upon  which  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Dennis,  Cmse,  and  Qoarterman. 

The  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Alexander,  Bass,  Bishop,  Duncan,  Eubank,  Floyd,  Otaa- 
kins,  Gleason,  Gurganus,  Harris  of  Monroe,  Hooker,  Kimbell,  Knight,  La^kins,  Lasai- 
ter,  Loper,  Mallory,  Martin  of  Sawannee,  McAuley,  McClellan,  Mizell,  Stanley  Stev- 
ens, Stone,  Townsend,  Thompson  of  Nassau,  Walker,  and  Williams— 29. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bonner,  Cessna,  Cruse,  Dennis,  Dougherty,  Ford,  Grant,  Jacobs,  Joneei 
Lee,  Lesley,  McKinne,  Quarterman,  Russell,  Thompson  of  Leon,  and  Weeks — 16. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Assembly  bill  No.  36: 

A  BILL  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  declare  and  establish  the  appointment  by  the  State  of  Florida  of  eloet- 
ors  of  President  and  Vice-President 

Whereas,  at  the  general  election  held  in  this  State  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876, 
according  to  the  returns  from  the  several  counties  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  seoretary 
of  state  and  according  to  a  canvass  and  a  statement  and  certification  thereof,  made 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  treasurer,  and  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  under  an  act 
of  this  legislature  entitled  '*An  act  to  procure  a  legal  canvass  of  the  electoral  vote  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  as  cast  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876," 

Bobert  Bullock  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  votes 
for  the  office  of  elector  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 

Bobert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  votes 
for  the  said  office, 

Wilkinson  Call  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  votes 
for  the  said  office, 

James  £.  Yonge  received  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and' forty  votes  for  the 
said  office, 

Charles  H.  Pearoe  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  votes 
for  the  said  office, 

Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  votes  for  the  said  office, 

William  H.  Holden  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  votes  for 
the  said  office, 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  votes 
for  the  said  office ; 

And  whereas,  as  shown  by  the  said  returns,  the  said  Bobert  Bullock,  Bobert  B.  Hilton, 
Wilkinson  Call,  and  James  E.  Yonge  were  duly  chosen  and  appointed  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  bv  the  State  of  Florida,  in  such  maimer 
as  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  had  directed ; 

And  whereas  the  board  of  State  canvassers  constituted  under  the  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary 27, 187S,  did  interpret  the  laws  of  this  State  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  said  board  in  such  manner  as  to  give  them  power  to  exclude  certain  regular  re- 
turns, and  did  in  fact,  under  such  interpretation,  exclude  certain  of  such  regular  retums, 
which  said  interpretation  has  been  a4judged  by  the  supreme  court  to  be  erroneous  and 
illegal ; 

^d  whereas  the  late  governor,  Marcellus  L.  Steams,  by  reason  of  said  illegal  action 
and  erroneous  and  illegal  canvass  of  the  said  board  of  State  canvassers,  did  erroneously 
cause  to  be  made  and  certified  lists  of  the  names  of  the  electors  of  this  State,  contain- 
ing the  names  of  the  said  Charles  H.  Pearce,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  William  H. 
Holden.  and  Thomas  W.  Long ;  and  did  deliver  such  lists  to  said  persons,  when,  in  fact, 
the  said  persons  had  not  received  the  highest  number  of  votes :  and,  on  a  canvass  con- 
ducted according  to  the  rules  prescribed  and  adjudged  as  legal  by  the  supreme  court, 
were  not  appointed  as  electors  or  entitled  to  receive  such  lists  from  the  governor ;  but 
Bobert  Bullock,  Bobert  B.  Hilton,  Wilkinson  Call,  and  James  E.  Yonge  were  duly  ap- 
pointed electors,  and  were  entitled  to  have  their  names  compose  the  lists  made  and 
certified  by  the  governor,  and  to  have  such  lists  delivered  to  tnem : 

Now,  therefore,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Florida,  represented  in  senate  and 
assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  That  Bobert  Bullock,  Bobert  B.  Hilton,  Wilkinson  Call,  and  James  £. 
Yonge  were,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  duly  chosen  and  appointed,  by  and  on 
behalf  of  the  State  of  Florida,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof  has  directed^ 
electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States ;  and  were,  from  the  saia 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  are,  authorized  and  entitled  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  office  of  electors  as  aforesaid,  and  had  f uU  power  and  authority  on  the 
6th  day  of  December,  1876,  to  vote  as  such  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  ana  to  certify  and  transmit  their  votes  as  provided  by  law;  and  their 
acts  as  such  electors  are  hereby  ratified,  confirmed,  and  declared  to  be  valid  to  all  intents 
and  purposes.    And  the  said  Bobert  Bullock,  Bobert  B.  Hilton,  Wilkinson  Call,  and 
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James  E.  Touge  are  hereby  appointed  such  electors  as  on  and  from  the  said  7th  day 
of  November,  1876. 

Sec.  2.  The  goYemor  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make  and 
certify^  in  due  form  and  under  the  great  seal  of  tbis  State,  three  lists  of  the  names  of 
the  said  electors,  to  wit :  Robert  Bullock,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Wilkinson  Call,  and 
James  E.  Tonge,  and  to  transmit  the  same,  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  this  act,  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  and  said  lists  and  certificates  shall 
be  as  valid  and  effectual  to  authenticate  in  behalf  of  this  State  the  appointment  of 
such  electors  by  this  State  as  if  they  had  been  made  and  delivered  on  or  before  the 
6th  day  of  December,  1876,  and  had  been  transmitted  immediately  thereafter,  and  the 
lists  and  certificates  containing  the  names  of  Charles  H.  Pearce,  Frederick  C.  Hum- 
phries, William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.Long  are  hereby  declared  to  be  illegal  and 
void. 

Sec.  3.  The  firovemor  of  this  State  is  further  authorized  and  required  to  cause  three 
other  lists  of  the  names  of  said  electors,  to  wit :  Robert  Bullock,  Robert  B.  Hilton. 
Wilkinson  Call,  and  James  E.  Tonge,  to  be  made  and  certified,  and  forthwith  delivered 
to  the  said  electors ;  and  the  said  electors  shall  thereupon  meet  at  the  capitol^  in  Tal- 
lahassee, and  make  and  sien  three  additional  certificates  of  all  the  votes  given  by 
them  on  the  said  sixth  day  of  December,  each  of  which  certificates  shall  contain  two  dish- 
tinct  lists,  one  of  the  voted  for  President  and  the  other  of  the  votes  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  annex  to  each  of  the  certificates  one  of  the  lists  of  the  electors  which  shaU 
have  been  furnished  to  them  by  the  ^vernor  pursuant  to  this  section,  and  the  certifi- 
cates so  made  shall  be  sealed  up,  certified,  and  one  of  them  transmitted  by  messenger 
and  the  other  by  mail  to  the  I^esident  of  the  Senate,  and  the  third  delivered  to  the 
judge  of  the  district,  as  required  by  law. 

Sxc.  4.  An  authenticated  copy  of  this  act  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  secretary  of 
state  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  anotiier  copy  to  the 
Si>eaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 
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THE   STATE  CANVASS. 


Washington,  February  3,  1877. 

EXAMINATION  OF  MICHAEL   A.  CLANCEY. 

Michael  A%  Clancey  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Qaestion*  Did  yon  attend  the  sessions  of  the  State  oanvassing-board  in  Florida 
dnriofc  the  canvass  of  tbe  electoral  vote  t — Answer.  I  did. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession t    Are  yon  a  short>hand  reporter? — A.  A  short-band 
writer  reporter,  and  clerk. 

Q.  Did  yon^  during  tbe  sessions  of  that  board,  take  down  the  daily  proceedings,  in- 
cluding tbe  discnssions,  orders,  and  oral  testimony  taken  before  the  board  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  take  them  down  fully  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Everything  said  and  done  before  the  board  was  taken  down  by  you  t — A.  Tes,sir. 

Q.  You  were  present,  were  you,  at  each  of  the  daily  sessions  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  reduced  your  notes  to  writing? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Can  you  produce  them  T — A.  I  have  them  here. 

Q.  These  papers  which  you  hand  to  the  committee  are  the  full  record  of  the  daily 
proceedings  of  the  board  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  them  to  be  accurately  taken  down  and  accurately  transcribed  t — A.  So 
far  as  I  am  able. 

Q.  Are  you  skilled  in  your  profession  t — A.  I  am  sufficiently  skilled  to  say  that  they 
are  accurate  as  such  reports  are  usually  considered  accurate. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  STATE  CANVASSERS  OF  FLORIDA. 

FIRST  DAY. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  Noeemher  27,  1876. 
The  board  of  State  canvasserB  met  at  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  at  12  o'clock 
noon ;  present,  Attorney-General  William  Archer  Cocke,  Secretary  of  State  S.  B.  Mc- 
Ltin,  and  Comptroller  C.  A.  CowgilL 

A  PROTEST. 

Mr.  McLin  stated  that  a  paper  in  the  nature  of  a  protest  had  been  filed  with  the 
board,  which  he  handed  to  Mr.  Cooke,  who  silently  read  it  and  banded  the  same  to  Mr« 
Cowgill,  the  other  member  of  the  board,  who  also  silently  read  it ;  after  which  be  sug- 
greeted  that  as  tbe  communication  was  addressed  to  the  board  perhaps  it  had  better  be 
read  to  the  board. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Cocke.  In  explanation  of  this  dispatch  it  is  proper  to  say  that  it  was  sent  by 
me  to  a  friend  in  answer  to  a  dispatch  inquiring  if  I  was  not  still  attorney-geueriU  of 
tbe  State  of  Florida,  if  I  was  not  oue  of  the  members  of  the  canvassing-board,  and  if 
the  State  had  gone  for  Drew  and  Tilden.  I  sent  to  him  a  private  telegram,  which  he 
handed,  I  suppose,  to  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Gazette,  who  published  it.  This  is  a 
proteet  filed  by  one  of  the  electors  that  the  attorney-general  should  not  be  a  member 
of  this  board.    I  will  read  it : 

^  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  November  27, 187fi. 
**  7}9tke  konarabU  the  State  board  nf  oanvaeeere  qfthe  State  of  Florida: 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  nndersigned  respectfully  represents  that  he  was  one  of  the  repub- 
lican candidates  for  the  office  of  presidential  elector  at  the  election  bold  in  the  State  of 
Florida  on  the  7th  instant,  and  received  votes  in  all  the  counties  in  the  said  State  for 
said  office.  He  further  represents  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  one  of  the 
members  of  your  kward,  Hon.  William  Archer  Cockt*,  attorney-geueral  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  did,  on  the  14th  instant,  write  and  caused  to  lie  telegraphed  over  tbe  country, 
and  printed  in  the  public  prints,  a  dispatch  in  the  words  and  tigures  following,  to  wit : 
S.  Kep.  611,  pt.  2 ^27 
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*  Taixahjissee,  FiJk.,  Korember  14, 
*  Tlie  retnrpp  of  connty  tnanngers  of  election  are  not  yet.  in.    The  board  of  State  can- 
vassers, of  which  I,  as  attorney-general,  am  one,  does  not  meet  until  tlilrty-fire  days 
after  the  election,  but  yon  may  rest  assured  that  Tilden  has  carried  the  State,  acd 
I>rew  is  elected.    I  do  not  think  the  radicals  can  cheat  the  democrats  ont  of  the  St^ite. 

*  WILLIAM  ARCHER  COCKE.'" 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  might  add,  in  passing,  I  hope  they  will  not  now.  That  is  not  in  the 
telegram ;  it  is  addecl. 

[Reading.]  **  In  view  of  these  facts,  if  ray  information  and  belief  are  well  fonnded, 
and  of  the  natnre  of  the  judicial  functions  imposed  upon  said  officer  by  law,  and  act- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  a  member  of  your  honorable  board,  the  undersigned  respectfully 
suggests  whether  it  would  be  fair  and  proper  for  said  William  Archer  Cocke  to  remain 
upon  said  board,  and  protests  against  his  doing  so. 

**  The  undersigned  the  more  readily  does  this  in  view  of  the  fact  that  section  4  of  the 
act  approved  February  27,  1872,  seems  to  have  made  provision  for  such  a  case  by  auth- 
orizing any  two  members  of  the  board  to  select  another  member  of  the  cabinet  in  a  con- 
tingency like  the  present. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  C.  H.  PEARCE, 
*'  For  himself  and  the  other  Republican  candidates  for  Electors 
**  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  CoWGn^L.  While,  perhaps,  I  recognize  the  force  of  the  objection,  or  some  por- 
tions of  the  objection,  raised  by  Mr.  Pearce,  one  of  the  presidential  electors,  and  while 
I  believe  that,  under  the  law,  any  two  members  of  the  board  have  the  right  to  call  in 
any  other  member  of  the  cabinet  to  assist  them,  in  place  of  any  one  of  the  three  officials 
designated  as  those  who  compose  the  board,' yet,  from  the  fact  that  the  attorney-gen- 
eral says  that,  after  reading  the  paper,  he  does  not  consider  himself  called  upon  to 
leave  the  board,  which  shows  that  he  considers  himself  impartial,  and  inasmuch  as  be 
is  the  only  democratic  member  of  the  board,  I  think  it  inexpedient,  under  the  ctrcnm- 
stances,  to  take  the  action  requested. '  Therefore,  I  move  the  protest  be  filed,  and  that 
we  consider  it  injudicious  to  take  any  further  action  in  the  matter.  As  the  board  is 
not  organized,  I  offer  this  as  ray  opinion  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  McLix.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Cowgill. 

APPOINTMENT  OP  A  CLERK. 

Mr.  Cowgill.  I  now  move  that  this  board  organize  by  the  choice  of  Mr.  McLin  as 
pri^sident,  and  the  appointment  of  William  L.  Apthorp  as  clerk. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  wish  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  clerk  for  myself. 

Mr.  Cowgill.  Do  you  mean  a  clerk  to  be  paid  by  the  board,  or  by  yourself? 

Mr.  Cocke.  It  will  be  without  expense  to  the  board.  I  do  not  expect  to  pay  him 
a  cent. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  am  willing  to  second  a  motion  that  an  assistant  clerk  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  nominate  Mr.  Scott. 

The  motion  was  put  and  lost. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  move  that  Mr.  Scott  be  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  taking  down  the 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Cowgill.  If  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  assistant  clerk  I  should  favor  an  appoint* 
ment,  but  I  do  not  think  yon  are  entitled 'to  a  private  clerk.  General  Cocke,  any  more 
than  the  law  allows.  I  might  claim  that  I  wonld  like  a  private  clerk,  and  the  ot-ber 
member  of  the  board  the  same.  If  it  were  necessary  to  have  an  assistant  clerk  I  should 
favor  it;  but  I  do  not  understand  why  you,  as  a  member  of  the  board,  should  have  a 
special  clerk.    I  would  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Eesolvedf  That  the  chairman  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  board ;  that  the  clerk  or 
assistant  clerk  keep  the  minutes ;  and  that  the  chairman  appoint  a  doorkeeper  to  act 
duiing  the  sessions  of  the  board. 

And  move  its  adoption. 

There  waa  no  objection.  v 

invitation  to  spectators. 

Mr.  Cowgill.  I  offer  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

This  board  being  advised  of  the  presence  in  Tallahassee  of  several  distingnished  cit- 
izens of  national  repntation  from  other  States,  some  at  the  request  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  others  at  tbereq^nest  of  the  democratic  national  committee,  with 
a  view  to  observe  the  canvass  of  the  votes  for  presidential  electors,  and  recognizing  the 
just  interest  by  the  people  of  other  States  in  the  result  of  the  canvass,  and  l^ing  desir- 
ous that  every  possible  assurance  should  be  afforded  of  the  fairness  and  justioe  of  the 
proceedings  before  this  board :  Therefore, 

Besolvedf  That  six  gentlemen,  to  be  selected  from  their  own  numbers  by  each  of  the 
delegations  aforesaid,  be  respectfully  invited  and  requested  to  be  present  as  private 
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citizens  aforesaid  of  national  repntation  as  spectators  of  the  proceedings  of  the  hoard 
iu  canvassing  the  votes  for  presidential  electors. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CowGiLL.  I  oflfer  the  following  resolution  : 

Retolvedf  That  his  excellency  Governor  M.  L.  Steams,  and  General  Brannan,  commaDd- 
ing  the  United  States  forces  in  Florida,  be  invited  to  attend  the  sessions  of  this  board. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding  the  name  of  Mr.  George  F.  Drew  also. 

The  amendment  was  a  cepted  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  CowoiLL.  I  have  a  series  of  rules  which  I  wish  to  present  to  the  board  for  their 
consideration  to  govern  our  future  action. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  would  suggest  to  the  members  of  the  board,  as  we  are  now  organized, 
that  we  confer  in  private  m  regard  to  the  rules  that  we  may  adopt  for  the  government 
of  the  canvass. 

The  room  was  cleared,  and  the  board  went  into  private  session. 

Subsequently  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  board  announced  that  they  had  ad- 
jonmed  till  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  having  adopted  a  series  of  rules  for  the'r 
guidance,  as  follows: 

RULES. 

The  canvassing-board  will  commence  its  duties  on  the  28th  day  of  November  instant, 
at  ten  o'clock,  and  will  meet  daily  thereafter  at  the  same  hour,  unless  a  different  hour 
be  fixed,  (except  on  Sundays  and  holidays,)  and  will  remain  so  long  in  session  each  day 
as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may  require. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  canvass  withiu  the  brief  period  which  remains  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  following  rules  of  procedure  are  adopted,  and  are  hereby  promulgated : 

First.  The  ofiBce  of  the  secretary  of  state,  where  by  law  the  board  is  directed  to  meet, 
being  small,  a  limited  number  ot  persons  only,  not  exceeding  twenty-two  in  number, 
eqnally  representing  each  political  party,  will  be  admitted  ^o  witness  the  proceedings, 
except  when  the  board  may  think  it  necessary  or  desirable  :o  close  the  doors  for  delib- 
eration. 

Second.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  open  the  retnrns  from  each  connty,  whereupon 
the  board  will  proceed  to  examine  the  same,  and  determine  from  the  face  thereof,  sub- 
ject to  final  review,  whether  the  legal  formalities  and  requirements  with  respect  thereto 
have  been  complied  with,  and  npon  an  affirmative  determination  of  such  preliminary 
matters,  the  chairman  shall  announce  the  vote  of  tho  connty. 

Third.  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  of  any  county,  any  person  may  give  notice 
that  the  said  return  and  the  election  or  vote  of  said  county  of  any  precinct  thereof  will 
be  contested,  and  the  clerk  shall  forthwith  note  che  objections  generally. 

Fonrth.  The  contestants,  subsequent  to  the  announcement  as  aforesaid  of  the  result 
as  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  m^^  At  file  with  the  board  brief  statements  in 
iiw  firing,  giving  specifically  the  objections  proposed  to  be  made,  with  particulars  of  time, 
place,  and  circumstance,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  relief  demanded. 

Fifth.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  board  has  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  or 
examination  of  witnesses,  it  will  receive  in  evidence  proper  affidavits,  and,  also,  such 
ofllcial  certificates  as  are  made  evidence  by  law,  and  may  be  otherwise  admissible.  If 
either  party  desires  to  produce  viva-voce  testimony,  they  must  submit  to  the  board  a 
brief  statement  in  writing  of  the  names  and  residences  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  facts 
expected  to  be  proved  by  them,  and  the  board  in  their  discretion  will  allow  them  to 
attend  and  will  themselves  examine  them — the  extent  to  which  this  is  done  neces- 
fuirily  depending  on  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  board. 

Sixth.  The  affidavits  and  documentary  proofs  on  each  side  shall  be  filed  with  the 
board  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  shall  be  accensible  to  the  other  side, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  secretary  of  state  shall  think  proper  for  the  safe-keeping 
thereof. 

Seventh.  All  motions  and  arguments  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed.  No  oral  arga- 
uients  will  be  allowe<l. 

Kighth.  The  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  board  being  necessary  to  determine  its 
action,  such  concurrence,  with  respect  to  any  proposition  or  matter,  may  be  formally 
ascertained  by  vote,  upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  or  informally  by  the  assent 
of  at  least  two  members. 

Ninth.  The  board  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  make  and  announce  such  modifica- 
tions of,  or  additions  to,  these  rules  as  the  case  may  require.  Parties,  in  preparing  and 
preeenting  their  proofs  and  arguments,  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  canvass  must  be 
coDipleteo.  and  the  result  reached,  in  time  for  the  electors  to  discharge  their  duties 
under  the  law. 
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SECOND  DAY. 

TALLAHA06BE,  FhA.f  Kovmher  8?,  187C. 
The  board  met  at  ten  o'clock,  porsnant  to  adJoarnmoDt }  all  the  members  present. 

THE  RETURNS. 

The  chairman  called  the  board  to  order,  and  stated  that  he  had  received  all  the  re- 
tnrns  from  the  different  connties  in  the  State  except  one.  That  Was  the  county  of  Dade. 
Many  of  the  returns  were  received  bearing  no  indorsement  indicating  their  contents, 
and  as  be  bad  received  many  letters  of  the  same  character,  some  registered  and  some 
that  were  not,  he  was  compelled  to  open  them  to  ascertain  their  natnre,  but  had  not 
f'xamined  the  retnms  in  any  case.  Those  bearing  indorsements  he  had  not  opened.  In 
what  order  should  the  returns  be  opened  f 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  move  that  we  proceed  alphabetically. 

No  objection  was  made. 

ALACnUA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  will  announce  that  under  our  rule  we  are  only  canvassing  the  electoral 
vote  at  present. 

The  wnole  number  of  votes  cast  in  Alachua  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent was  13,004,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  1,984,  Charles  H.  Pearce 
received  1,984,  William  H.  Holden  received  1,984,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  12934, 
James  E.  Yonge received  1,267,  Wilkinson  Call  received  1,267,  BobertS.  Hilton  received 
1,267,  and  Robert  Bullock  received  1,267. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  suppose  it  is  proper  to  give  notice  now  that  the  vote  of  Alachua  County 
will  be  contested. 

Mr.  Cocke.  That  is  the  rule,  as  I  understand  it. 

Ex-Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia.  I  wish  to  present  a  petition,  if  the  board  will  al- 
low me  one  moment,  on  behalf  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  are  outside,  and  who 
ask  an  extension  of  your  rule  as  to  the  number  of  persons  you  will  admit.  There  are 
a  nural>er  of  distinguished  gentlemen  here  from  our  State,  coming  Arom  along  distance, 
anxious  to  witness  this  count.  Of  course  we  desire  an  equal  number  admitted  from 
the  other  side,  and  we  would  be  very  miicb  obliged  if  the  board  should  extend  the 
number  on  each  side. 

Mr.  Cocke.  Will  you  specify  the  number  you  desire  admitted  T 

Ex-Governor  Brown.  We  desire  that  ten  on  each  side  be  admitted,  instead  of  five  ; 
double  the  number  now  admitted. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  move  we  extend  the  number. 

Mr.  McLin.  I  suppose  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Chandler.  If  we  have  not  the  same  number,  I  suppose  we  will  bave  to  send  for 
them.  I  have  no  feeling  about  it.  I  suppose  the  board  limited  the  numt>er  on  account 
of  the  smallness  of  the  room. 

Ex-Governor  Brown.  I  suppose  there  will  be  room  enough.  If  necessary,  the  secre- 
tary of  state  can  remove  the  canvass  to  another  room. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  have  heard  of  votes  being  rejected  for  less  reason  than  a  change 
of  place  for  counting  the  vote.  If  the  word  "Teat,"  omitted  by  a  clerk,  would  throw 
out  a  member  of  Congress,  a  change  of  place  might  vitiate  the  count  for  presidential 
electors. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  think  this  ro^m  is  large  enough. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  G^eral  Barlow.  If  the  gentlemen  who  are 
now  here  will  not  be  inconvenienced  by  admitting  more  gentlemen,  it  will  be  proper 
enough  to  do  so.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  having  three  or  nve 
more  on  a  side.  When  we  first  established  the  number  we  supposed  wo  had  got  in  as 
large  a  number  as  could  be  conveniently  accommodated.  However,  if  the  gentle- 
men think  they  can  take  six  more  I  have  no  objection. 

Ex-Governor  Brown.  Five  more  is  all  we  ask. 

Mr.  CowGiLL.  Our  rule  was  established  more  for  the  convenience  of  the  spectators 
than  for  anything  else.  It  was  only  last  night  that  I  beard  that  five  on  a  side  would 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  gentlemen  from  abroad. 

The  secretary  of  state  issued  ten  more  tickets,  five  to  each  side. 

BAKXR  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Yioe- 
President  was  219,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  130,  William  H.  Holden 
received  130,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  130,  Wilkinson  Call  received  89,  James  Yonge 
received  89,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  dU,  Robert  Bollock  received  89,  Charles  H. 
Pearce  received  i;iO. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  give  notice  that  we  shall  contest  that  return  as  fraudulent.  At  what 
time  is  it  expected  that  the  contestants  will  file  their  proo&  in  writing  in  full  f 
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Mr.  McLiK.  1  euppoee  as  bood  as  we  get  througU  with  this  you  can  file  them,  so  that 
we  can  take  it  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pasco.  It  will  take  some  little  time,  because  some  of  the  proofs  will  have  to  be 
prepared  afterward.  We  hare  a  certified  copy  of  the  returns  from  Baker  County, 
which  are  entirely  and  absolutely  different,  which  will  show  a  change  of  votes  of  over 
one-half. 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  will  be  no  pressing  you.  We  will  extend  all  the  liberality  we  can. 
The  next  is  Brevard  County.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  169,  of  which 
Wilkinson  Call' received  111,  James  E.  Yonge  received  111,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received 
111,  Robert  Bollock  received  111,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  ^,  C.  H.  Pearce  received 
58,  W.  H.  Holden  received  58,  and  T.  W.  Long  received  68. 

Mr.  Martin.  Brevard  County  will  be  contested* 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiK.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  was  905,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  703,  James  E.  Yonge  received 
703,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  703,  Robert  Bullock  received  703,  Frederick  C.  Hum- 
phries received  202,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  202,  William  H.  Holden  received  202, 
and  Thomas  W.  Long  received  202. 

Mr.  Martin.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  shall  contest  that  county. 

CALnouN  county. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  was  1,102,  as  follows:  Wilkinsou  Call  received  215,  Jame^t  E.  Yonge  received 
215,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  215,  Robert  Bullock  received  215,  F.  C  Humphries  re- 
ceived 63,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  62,  W  H.  Holden  received  63,  and  T.  W.  Long  re- 
ceived 63. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  give  notice  of  contest. 

COLUMBIA  county. 

Mr.  McLin.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  was  1,621.  Wilkinson  Call  received  902,  James  E.  Yonge  received  903,  Rob- 
ert B.  Hilton  received  903,  Robert  Bullock  received  903,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  718, 
C.  H-  Pearce  received  718,  W.  H.  Holden  received  718,  T.  W.  Long  received  718.  Some 
of  the  names  of  the  electors  are  iu  full  in  this  return,  and  some  are  in  initials. 

Mr.  Martin.  This  county  will  be  contested. 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  was  409.  Wilkinson  Call  received  286,  James  E.  Youge  received  287,  Robert 
B.  Hilton  received  287,  Robert  Bullock  received  287,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  122,  C. 
H.  Pearce  received  121,  W.  H.  Holden  received  122,  T.  W.  Long  received  122. 

Mr.  Pasco.  There  is  a  further  statement,  1  think,  you  will  find  in  the  Clay  return,  as 
to  the  exclusion  of  a  precinct.    May  that  be  read  ? 

Mr.  McLiN.  Does  that  come  up  properly  on  th& prtma-f ode  face  of  the  returns? 

Mr.  Pasco.  It  is  on  the  face  of  the  returns. 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  take  it  up  on  the  first  reading  of  the  returns. 

Mr.  Pasco.  It  may  be  that  if  these  gentlemen  should  see  that  the  exclusion  was  not 
legal,  they  would  not  object  to  the  counting  of  that  vote.  It  is  merely  upon  the  ground 
that  there  is  no  proof  that  some  of  the  inspectors  were  sworn,  and  it  would  be  for  the 
board  to  decide  afterward  as  to  the  effect  that  would  have.  But  that  appears  upon 
the  face  of  the  returns ;  and  then  the  contest  may  be  made  over  it  if  the  gentlemen  ou 
the  other  side  should  desire. 

Mr.  Martin.  If  it  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  return,  we  do  not  object  to  its  being 
read. 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  is  only  a  paper  accompanying  the  returns. 

Mr.  Pasco.  My  copy  may  not  be  correct,  but  there  is  proof  that  the  inspectors  were 

BWOHL 

Mr.  McLiN.  O,  yes;  there  is  something  here  that  I  did  not  notice. 

Mr.  CocKK.  I  think  the  two  papers  should  be  included. 

Mr.  CowoiLL.  It  seems  clear  that  this  is  a  fact  upon  which  the  county  canvassers 
rendered  a  judgment  in  one  way.  They  have  summed  up  and  made  their  return  with- 
out reference  to  that  paper,  and  have  sent  it  to  us  as  a  matter  upon  which  this  board 
might  act. 

Mr.  Pasco.  The  point  is  that  that  does  appear  upon  thn  face  of  the  return,  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  proper  to  be  read,  so  that  it  may  be  considered ;  and  unless  it  is  read, 
it  being  a  part  of  the  returns,  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of  determiuiug  whether  it  will 
be  contested  or  not.  It  may  be,  if  the  ground  of  objection  is  a  frivolous  one,  that  the 
eminent  counsel  on  the  other  side  may  not  raise  auy  objection  to  its  being  counted 
when  the  time  come6.    The  point  I  make  is  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  return ;  that  it 
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appears  npon  the  &ce  of  it,  and  in  order  to  bring  it  properly  before  the  board  it  sbonld 
be  read,  becanse  reading  it  does  not  bind  the  board  to  count  that  precinct,  bat  lays  it 
before  the  board  as  a  part  of  the  face  of  the  return. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  confess  I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  reading  it.  They  have  given  the 
return,  and  this  is  simply  an  accompanying  note,  giving  the  facts  in  regard  to  a  certain 
precinct.  They  evidently  overruled  the  votes  in  regara  to  the  precinct,  and  they  put 
it  down  so  many  votes. 

Mr.  Hilton.  May  I  ask  that  the  board  read  it  for  information  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  [Beading.]  "  We,  the  county  canvassers,  hereby  report  in  precinct  No. 
8,  No.  11  poll,  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  inspectors  of  election  being  sworn, 
or  that  the  clerk  was  sworn.  The  vote  of  said  precinct  was  as  follows,  which  we  did 
not  count  in  our  return :  Greorge  F.  Drew,  for  governor,  received  29  votes,  Marcelius 
L.  Steams,  for  governor,  received  6  votes.    A.  Hull,  for  lieutenant-governor,  received 

29  votes, ,  for  lieutenant-governor,  received  6  votes.    Presidential  electors 

received  as  follows:  Wilkinson  Call  29  votes,  James  E.  Yonge  29  votes,  Robert  B.  Hil- 
ton 29  votes,  Robert  Bullock  29  votes,  F.  C.  Humphries  6  votes,  C.  H.  Pearce  6  votes, 
William  H.  Holden  6  votes,  T.  W.  Long  6  votes."  Shall  I  read  in  regard  to  the  vote 
for  Congress  f 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  shall  ask  the  board  to  include  the  29  and  6  votes  of  that  county  in 
their  return. 

Mr.  Martin.  The  clerk  will  please  make  a  memorandum  that  we  contest  that 
county. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  give  notice  that  we  contest  this  county  because  there  is  no  return 
from  that  county.    Tour  honors  will  see  that  the  paper  is  signed  only  by  two  officers. 

Mr.  McLin.  Duval  County:  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  elector."*  of 
President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  was  3,804,  of  which  Frederick  C. 
Humphries  received  2,367,  William  H.  Holden  received  2,:J66,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received 
2,366,  Tbf>mas  W.  Long  received  2,366,  Jamea  E.  Yonge  received  1,437,  Robert  B.  Hilton 
received  1,437,  Robert  Bullock  received  1,437,  Wilkinson  Call  received  1,436. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  now  give  notice  that  we  shall  contest  that  generally. 

ESCAMBIA  county. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmberof  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  12,112,  of  which  Frederick  C  Humphries  received 
1,602,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  1,602,  William  H.  Holden  received  1,602,  Thomas  W.  Long 
received  1,602,  James  E.  Yonge  received  1,426,  Wilkinson  Call  received  1,426,  Robert 

B.  Hilton  received  1,426,  Robert  Bullock  received  1,426. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  give  notice  that  we  will  contest  the  Escambia  return. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  IJnit^Ml  States  was  25S,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  167,  Wil- 
kinson Call  received  167,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  167,  Robert  Bullock  received  167, 
Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  91,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  91,  William  H.  Holden 
received  91,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  91. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  will  contest  that  return. 

GADSDEN  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  8,540,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
1,300,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  1,300,  William  H.  Holden  received  1,300,  Thomas  W. 
Long  received  1,300,  James  E.  Yonge  835,  Wilkinson  Call  835,  Robert  B.  Hilton  re- 
ceived 8:35,  Robert  Bullock  received  835. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  coutest  that  one. 

HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  947,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  617,  James 
E.  Yonge  received  617,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  617,  Robert  Bullock  received  617,  F. 

C.  Humphries  received  330,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  330,  W.  H.  Holden  received  330,  T. 
W.  Long  received  330. 

Mr.  Martin.  Contested. 

UBKNANDO  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  723,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  579,  James 
E.  Yonge  received  579,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  578,  Robert  Bullock  received  579,  F. 
C.  Humphries  received  144,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  144,  W.  H.  Holden  received  144,  T. 
W.  Long  received  144. 

Mr.  Martin.  That  county  is  contested. 
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HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY. 

Mr,  McLix.  That  the  whole  n  amber  of  votes  cast  for  eleetoro  for  President  and  Vice- 
Presideut  of  the  Unitwd  States  was  :<,903,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  790,  James 
E.  Yonge  received  790,  Robert  B.  Hilton  rece  ived  790,  Robert  Bullock  received  789,  F. 
C.  Hnmphriee  received  186,  C.  H.  Pearca  received  186,  W.  PL  Holden  received  186,  T. 
W.  Long  received  186. 

Mr.  Martin.  That  w  counted. 

HOLMES  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  1,264,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  300,  James 
£.  Yonge  received  300,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  300,  Robert  Bullock  received  300, 
F-  C.  Humphries  received  16,  C-  H.  Pearca  received  16,  W.  H.  Holden  received  16,  T. 
W.  Liong  received  16. 

Mr.  Maatin.  That  is  contested. 

JACKSON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
Presideut  of  the  United  States  was  10,784,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  1.397. 
James  £.  Yonge received  1,397,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  1,397,  Robert  Bullock  received 
1,397,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  1,299,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  1,299,  Will- 
iam H.  Holden  received  1,299,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  1,299. 

Mr.  Martin.  That  is  contested. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLin.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  13,588,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
2,660,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  2,660,  William  H.  Holden  received  2,660,  Thomas 
W.  Lons:  received  2,660,  James  £.  Yonge  received  737,  Wilkinson  Call  received  737, 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  737,  Robert  Bullock  received  737. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  contest  that.  I  wonld  ask  the  board  to  have  filed  a  paper  in  connec- 
tion with  Jefferson  County  as  a  part  of  the  record. 

Mr.  McLfN.  It  can  be  put  in  as  a  part  of  the  record  at  another  time,  as  we  are  pro- 
ceed in^  now  nnder  the  rule. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Very  well. 

LA  PAYKTTB  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Uoited  States  was  371,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  309,  Wil- 
kinson Call  received  309,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  309,  Robert  Bullock  received 
309,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  62,  Charles  U.  Pearce  received  62,  William  PL 
Hnlden  received  62,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  62. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  don  test  I*a  Fayette,  sir. 

LEON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  16,152,  of  which  Frederick  Humphries  received 
8,035,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  3,035,  Williato  H.  Holden  received  3,0:i5,  Thomas  W. 
Long  received  3,035,  James  E.  Yonge  received  1,003,  Wilkinson  Call  received  1,003,  Rob- 
ert B.  Hilrf>n  received  1,003,  Robert  Bullock  received  1,003. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  contest  Leon. 

LEVY  COUNTY.  ^ 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Unit-ed  States  was  694,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  487,  James 
£.  Yonge  received  488,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  487,  Robert  Bullock  received  487, 
Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  207,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  207,  William  H.  Hol- 
den received  207,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  206. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  Levy,  sir. 

LIBERTY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  MoLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  oast  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vi<;e-Pret»ident  of  the  United  States  was  920,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  147, 
Wilkinson  Call  received  147,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  147,  Robert  Bullock  received 
147,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  i83,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  83,  William  II. 
Holden  received  83,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  SX 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  Libert^^ 

MADISON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
Fiesident  of  the  United  States  was  10,408,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
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1,524,  Charl«  s  H.  Pearoe  received  1,524,  William  H.  Holden  received  1,524,  Thomas  W. 
LoD|;  received  1,524,  James  £.  Yonge  received  1,078,  Wilkinsoa  Call  received  1,078^ 
Bobert  B.  Hilton  received  1,078,  Robert.  Bullock  received  1,07a 
Mr.  Pasco.  We  contest  the  return  from  Madison. 

MANATEE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  the  whole  return  from  Manat^  beeaose  we  nnderstaod 
there  was  no  clerk  of  the  county,  no  sufficient  notice  of  the  election,  nonregistration- 
lists  for  the  voters  to  vote  on,  and  there  were  other  irregularities;  and  the  election 
was  not  participated  in  by  many  voters  because  of  belief  in  it«  illegality,  proofs  of 
what  actually  took  place  having  been  luetTectoally  sought  by  republican  messengens 
who  were  not  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  county.  They  were  driven  back  and  threat- 
ened with  violence.  We  nave  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  no  proper  Meotioo 
in  Manatee  County.    For  these  reasons  I  object  to  the  return  from  Manatee. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  suppose  the  same  course  will  be  pursued  as  iu  Duval.  The  &cts 
in  Duval  were  that  we  lost  half  our  votes  by  the  failure  of  the  clerk.  We  suppose  the 
present  intention  is  merely  to  examine  the  returns. 

Mr.  Martin,  The  intention  is  that  there  shall  be  no  return  read  at  all. 

Mr.  Hilton.  I  expect  we  shall  show  before  your  honorable  board  that  all  the  de- 
fects alleged  were  tne  work  of  the  party  who  expected  to  be  benefited  by  them,  and* 
that  there  will  be  no  ground  for  not  reading  the  return,  or  for  not  accepting  and  ratify- 
ing the  return. 

Mr.  Chandler.  The  board  will  understand  the  preliminary  objection  to  the  returns 
without  asking  the  board  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  oase.  Under  the  rule,  we  object, 
not  merely  to  the  county  but  to  the  return  itself,  as  inadmissible  to  be  read  under  the 
second  rule  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Pasco.  The  board  will  recollect  that  that  objection  was  raised  in  regard  to  Duval^ 
and  the  board  decided  to  read  the  return  in  spite  of  the  objection. 

Mr.  Chandler.  That  objection  may  have  been  a  bad  one,  and  this  objection  may  be 
a  good  one. 

Mr.  Pasco.  The  objection  raised  by  the  gentleman  upon  the  other  side  does  not 
appear  upon  the  face  of  the  returns.  This  was  a  claim  toat  Mr.  Martin's  messengers 
were  turned  back.  Whether  that  was  so  remains  to  be  proved  afterward.  The  objec- 
tion I  made  to  the  return  from  Duval  County  was  upou  the  face  of  it.  It  appeared 
there  that  the  regular  board  appointed  under  the  law  did  not  participate  in  sending 
np  the  returns.  That  appeared  upon  the  face.  But  these  few  objections  are  simply 
the  index  of  a  mass  of  evidence  that  will  appear  under  these  rules  established  by  the 
board, 

Mr.  Chandler*  I  will  say  that  there  was  no  clerk  and  no  registration-list,  and  we 
call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Martin's  messengers  were  stopped 
when  they  were  endeavoring  to  get  the  exact  facts.  Some  gentlemen  are  able  to  say. 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  the  returns^  but  we  are  not  permitted  to  see  what  was  on 
the  face  of  the  returns*  I  undertake  to  say,  that  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
have  a  correct  return^  it  shows  that  there  was  no  registration  and  no  clerk  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  have  no  such  return, 

Mr.  Martin.  Is  t^ere  any  certificate  that  the  signature  of  the  clerk  is  the  sigoatoie 
of  the  clerk  t 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  have  no  such  return.    Our  return  is^  prima  facie  the  correct  one. 

Mr,  Chandler.  We. have  not  seen  the  return,  but,  as  we  are  informed^  there  was 
no  clerk  and  no  registration-list.  Our  messengers  were  told  that  they  could  go  to 
Manatee  County  with  a  pass  from  Mr.  Pasco,  but  not  without. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  was  not  aware  that  I  had  that  power  iu  a  republican  government.  If 
they  cannof  protect  their  own  citizens,  it  is  a  bad  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  McLiN.  As  there  is  nothing  appears  on  the  face  indicating  what  has  been 
alleged,  we  deem  it  proper  to  read  it,  under  the  rule  established, 

MANATEE  COUNTY. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States  was  288,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  leceived  262^  Robert  B.  Hilton 
received  2^,  James  £.  Yonge  received  262,  Robert  Bullock  received  262,  F.  C.  Hum- 
phries received  26,  C,  H.  Pearce  received  26,  W.  H.  Holden  received  26,  T.  W.  Long  re- 
ceived 26. 

Mr.  Martin.  Now,  sir,  I  give  notice  of  contest  of  Manatee^ 

Mr.  Hilton.  I  desire,  with  the  permission  of  the  board,  to  say  that  I  have  no  idea 
in  the  world,  and  do  not  myself  believe  any  one  else  has  ever  had  the  idea,  that,  alter 
having  been  received  by  the  secretary  of  state,  anybody  has  seen  these  returns. 

Mr.  McLiN.  So  far  as  you  refer  to  returns  that  I  have  had^  it  has  been  without  my 
knowledge. 

Mr.  HiLTONt  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  that  anybody  has  seen  the  retacns,  and  if 
my  words  implied  anything  di^Terent  I  beg  to  retract  them. 
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MARION  COUNTY, 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  fi>r  eleotorn  for  PresitTenfc  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  2,510,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
1,552,  Charles  H.  Pearoe  received  l,552i,  William  H.  Holden  received  1,552>  Thomas 
W.  houfr  received  1,552,  Wilkinson  Call  received  95d,  James  H.  Youge  received  95^^ 
Sobert  B.  Hilton  received  958,  Robert  Bullock  received  958. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  eonteet  Marion. 

MONROE  COUNTY, 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice« 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  2,027,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
459,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  713,  William  H.  Holden  received  713^  Thomas  W* 
Loni?  received  713,  James  E.  Youf^e  received  1>047,  Wilkinson  Call  received  1,047,  Rob- 
ert B.  Hilton  received  1,047,  Robert  Bullock  rei'^eived  1,047,  Frederick  C.  Humphriea 
received  254^  F.  C.  Humphries  received  2ft7,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  267^  W.  H.  Holden 
received  267,  T.  W.  Long  received  267. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  give  notice  of  contest  of  Monroe. 

NASSAU  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLin.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  1,469,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
802,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  802,  William  H.  Holden  received  802,  Thomas  W.  Lonjc 
received  802,  Wilkinson  Call  received  687,  James  RYonge  received  667>  Robert  IX 
Hilton  receiyed  666,  Robert  Bullock  received  667« 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  contest  Nassau. 

Mr.  BiSBEK.  The  board  will  please  notice  that  we  contest  Nassau  also^ 

Mr.McLiN.  I  will  mention  the  fact  that  the  return  from  Orange  County  does  not 
state  from  what  connty  it  comes*  It  is  signed  by  ^'  William  Mills,  county  judge  Orange 
County,''  and  that  is  the  only  place  that  indicates  that  the  return  comes  from  Orange 
Connty. 

Mr.  Chandler.  In  the  case  of  Piatt  vs.  Qoodo,  a  return  was  rejected  because  the 
iwords,  "Test,  Robert  Gillian,  clerk,"  were  not  upon  the  return.  In  view  ol  that  de- 
cision, I  submit  whether  the  board  can.  read  the  return^  when  it  does  not  show  from 
what  connty  it  came. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  will  suggest  that  if  it  is  denied  that  this  came  from  Orange  County^ 
Jacob  A.  Jay  can  be  placed  upon  the  stand  and  testify  to  the  faust. 

Mr.  Chandler.  In  the  case  I  have  cited,  Mr.  Piatt  instantly  prodoced  a  certified 
copy  of  the  return ;  but  the  board  would  not  receive  it,  and  gave  Mr.  Goode  the  certifi- 
cate, leaving  Mr.  Piatt  to  contest. 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  is  decided  to  read  it  preliminarily. 

orangb  county. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  was  1,116,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  908,  James  E.  Youge  re- 
ceived 908,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  908,  Robert  Bullock  received  907,  F.  C.  Humphriea 
received  208,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  207,  W.  H.  Holden  received  208,  T.  W.  Long  received 
206. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  give  notice  of  contest  of  Orange. 

FUTNAM  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  was  4,763,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  605,. 
James  E.  Yonge  received  605,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  605,  Robert  Bullock  received 
60^,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  586,  Cliarles  H.  Pearce  received  586,  William 
H.  Holden  received  586^  Thomas  W.  Long  received  585. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  that  county. 

POLK  COUNTY.  • 

Mr.  McLlN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  oast  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  was  1,848,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  456^ 
Jamee  E.  Yonge  received  456„  Robert  B.  Hilton  received,  456,  Robert  Bullock  received 
456,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  6,  O.  H.  Pearce  received  6,  W.  H.  Holden  received  .6^ 
T.  W.  Long  received  6. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  give  notice  of  contest. 

SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  oast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-^ 
President  of  the  United  Stales  was  1,177,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  768,  WiU 
kioflOQ  Call  received  768,  Robert  B..  Hilton  received  768,  Robert  Bullock  received  768^ 
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F.  C.  Hiirapliriftg  rt>coive<l  403,  Charles  H.  Ptjarce  received  4G3,  W.  H.  Hjldea  received 
409,  Thomas  W.  Lonj?  received  409. 
3In  Martin.  We  couteHt  Saata  Uosa,  sir. 

SAINT  JOIIKS  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  niimber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  8tates  was  839,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  501,  Jam^s 
E.  Yonge  received  501,  Robert  B  Hilton  received  501,  Robert  Bnllock  received  501, 
Frederick  C.  Hnraphries  received  338,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  338,  William  H.  Hol- 
den  received  338,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  338. 

Mr.  Chandlrk.  It  appears  in  some  cases  you  give  the  total  namber  of  electoral  bal- 
lots, and  in  some  others  fonr  times  that  number.  The  practice  is  not  uniform.  Tiie 
total  nnmber  of  ballots  read  off  creates  a  wroug  impression,  and,  therefore,  these  total:! 
are  useless. 

Mr.  Maktik.  We  contest  Saint  John  connty. 

8UMTER  COUNTY. 

Mr  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  2,715,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  .506,  James 

E.  Yonge  received  506,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  506,  Robert  Bnllock  received  50.'>, 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  173,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  173,  W.  H.  Holden  received  173, 
T.  W.  Long  received  173. 

Mr.  Martin.  That  is  contested. 

SUWANNEE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLlN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Unit-ed  Staf-es  was  1,084,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  626,  James 
E.  Yonpe  received  626,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  626,  Robert  Bnllock  received  626, 
Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  458,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  458,  William  H. 
Holden  received  458,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  458. 

Mr.  Ma  RUN.  We  contest  Suwannee. 

TAYLOR  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  vot«s  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  1,260,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  242,  Wil- 
kinson Call  received  242,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  242,  Robert  Bullock  received 
242,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  73,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  73,  William  H. 
Holden  received  73,  Thomas  W.  Lon^  received  73. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  Taylor. 

VOLUSIA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
Presideuc  of  the  United  States  was  2,582,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  460,  James 
£.  Yonge  received  459,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  459,  Robert  Bullock  received  460,  F. 
C.  Humphries  received  186,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  It^,  W.  H.  Holden  received  186,  T. 
W.  Long  received  186. 

Mr.  ALuiTiN.  We  contest  Volusia. 

WAKULLA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  wns  543|;  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  361,  Wil- 
kinsonCall  received  361,  R.  B.  Hilton  received  361,  R.  B.  Bullock  received  361,  F.  C. 
Humphries  received  182,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  182,  W.  H.  Holden  received  182,  T.  W. 
LoLg  received  182. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  Wakulla. 

WAJLTON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  2,695;  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  ^6,  Jiunes 
E.  Yonge  received  628,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  628,  Robert  Bullock  n^ceived  628,  F. 
C.  Humphries  received  46,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  46,  W.  H.  Holden  received  47,  T,  W. 
Long  received  46. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  contest  Walton,  sir. 

WASIUNGTON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  was  2,104  ;  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  407,  Wil- 
kinson  Call  received  407,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  407^  Robert  Bullock  reeeived  407^ 
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Frederick  C.  Hnmpliries  received  119,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  119,  Williara  H.  Hol- 
den  received  119.  Thomas  W.  Long  received  119. 
Mr.  Martin.  We  coolest  Washiogton. 

DADK  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Gentlemen,  I  believe  that  finishes  the  connties ;  all  except  Dade,  which 
has  not  been  received. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Is  Dade  the  only  county  not  received  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  only  county  not  received. 

Mr.  CowoiLL.  There  is  a  proposition  made  by  the  gentlemen  representing  the  parties 
here  to  adjourn  till  4  o'clock,  to  give  time  to  present  evidencd. 

The  board  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

BAKER  COUNTY. 

The  board  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  McLin,  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Pasco.  If  the  board  please,  before  we  enter  upon  any  proceedings  this  afternoon 
we  desire  to  have  the  wturns  from  Baker  County  re-read  and  a  mistake  noticed,  and  to 
ask  if  there  are  any  other  returns  from  Baker  received  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state. 

Mr.  Martin.  The  only  return  received  has  been  read,  I  presume. 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  are  other  papers  from  Baker  County. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  suppose  there  are  many  papers,  are  there  not,  of  various  kinds, 
affidavits  and  others,  returned  to  the  secretary's  office  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  O,  yes;  there  are  quite  a  number  of  affidavits,  and  other  evidence,  and 
papers  of  difierent  characters  produced. 

Mr.  Chandler.  What  action  does  the  board  propose  to  take  with  them  f  Have  they 
referred  or  distributed  them  to  the  counties  for  examination  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  suppose  they  will  be  all  taken  into  consideration  if  the  counties  come 
up.  When  Baker  County  shall  be  called  up,  all  the  papers  connected  with  that  county 
that  I  have  may  be  called  up  for  contest. 

Mr.  Chandler.  In  what  order  will  the  counties  be  called  up? 

Mr.  McLiN.  Alphabettcally. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  ask  that  the  return  from  Baker  be  re-read,  so  that  we  may  notice  its 
dat-e,  or  that  the  date  be  given. 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Will  the  board  please  tnmish  us  with  the  date  T  We  do  not  know  what 
course  we  will  take  in  regard  to  Baker,  and  we  want  to  get  all  the  facts  before  us 
before  we  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  any  other  county.  It  is  now  simply  a  mat- 
ter of  examining  a  date^ 

Mr.  McLiN.  Suppose  that  we  do  that ;  it  will  set  a  precedent  for  taking  up  any 
cooDty  out  of  its  order  without  any  regularity. 

Mr.  Pasco.  The  purpose  was  to  follow  the  rules  laid  down,  but  now  we  desire  a  cer- 
tain date,  which  we  did  not  notice  this  morning  when  the  returns  were  read.  It  is 
simply  to  get  a  date. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1876. 

Mr.  Chandler.  The  sixth  day  after  the  election. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Now,  has  there  been  any  paper  purporting  to  be  a  return  from  Baker 
County  received  T  If  so,  it  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
under  the  rules  to  have  it  read.  I  understood,  from  the  proceedings  this  morning, 
that  all  the  returns  should  be  first  read  over.    I  ask  if  they  are  all  read  overf 

Mr.  McLiN.  We  have  read  all  the  returns  except  from  one  county — Dade. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Is  there  another  return  from  Baker  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  As  I  understood,  the  board  decided  that  this  paper  was  not  a  true  return. 

Mr.  Pasco.  It  may  be  found  that  there  is  another. 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  is  only  this  difierence  between  yourself  and  the  board,  and  that  is 
as  to  the  proper  time  for  making  this  examination.  At  the  proper  time  we  will  ex- 
amine into  every  paper  connect^  with  that  county.  We  have  settled  upon  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  the  canvass. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  refer  to  the  second  rule.  The  rule  says  that  the  secretary  of  state  shall 
open  the  returns  from  each  county.  Now,  I  understand  that  there  is  another  return 
here  from  Baker,  which  has  not  yet  been  submitted  to  the  board,  and  that  this  rule  is 
violated.  The  point  I  make  is  that  this  return  should  be  opened  and  submitted,  and 
that  we  should  have  an  opportunity  to  see  what  it  is  betore  we  proceed  with  the 
counties.  • 

Now,  if  we  are  rightly  informed,  there  is  another  return  which  has  not  yet  been 
opened,  and  the  board  has  not  proposed  to  examine  the  same,  and  determine  from  the 
face  thereof  whether  the  legal  formalities  have  been  complied  with.  That  is  the  rule 
adopt««d,  and  it  relates  to  this  particular  instance,  if  my  information  is  correct.  My 
proposition  is  simply  that  this  rule  may  be  carried  out,  and  that  we  may  have  all 
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these  papers  parportins  to  be  retarDs  here  before  us  before  we  go  on  with  th<^  alpha- 
betical canvass,  which  may  be  done  after  they  have  all  been  opened.  Now,  if  this  in- 
formation is  correot|that  purports  to  be  a  return  from  one  of  these  connties.  Under 
this  rale,  if  the  board  adheres  to  the  rule,  it  will  open  and  examine  it,  and  from  the 
face  will  determine  aocordinff  to  the  evidence.  This  is  simply  in  accordance  with  the 
rule  laid  down  for  the  board's  guidance,  and  beoaase  we  wish  to  get  at  the  information 
that  these  papers  purporting  to  be  a  return  will  give  us,  and  thus  we  shall  have  all 
these  facts  before  us,  and  shall  know  what  course  to  take  when  your  honors  proceed  to 
call  the  roll  of  counties. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Does  the  board  desire  the  rule,  that  no  oral  argument  shall  be  made, 
to  be  observed  or  not  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  Our  rules  certainly  exclude  oral  arguments. 

Mr.  Martin.  Any  papers,  no  matter  what,  that  they  want,  must  come  up  when  the 
county  is  called  np  in  its  regular  order.  The  board  has  taken  what  they  consider  the 
proper  return.  If  there  are  any  other  papers,  purporting  to  be  a  return,  when  the  con- 
test comes  up  the  other  papers  will,  very  properlv,  come  up  with  it ;  it  will  be  a  case 
to  come  in  order,  and  I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  alphabetical  order. 

Mr.  COCKB.  I  merely  make  this  snggestion,  that,  in  aocordanq^  with  the  practice  in 
all  courts,  if  there  is  a  paper  or  class  of  papers  to  be  read,  and  all  of  them  have  not 
been  read  by  accident  or  oversight,  and  if  there  are  others  that  onght  to  have  been 
read  at  the  time  that  the  first  papers  were  read,  it  is  customary  in  courts  and  all  delib- 
erative bodies  to  supply  the  deficiency  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained.  My  remark  is  sim- 
ply to  this  effect,  that  it  is  customary  when  there  is  a  paper  which  is  germane  to  any 
cause 

Mr.  McLiN.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  you,  we  will  read  what  is  asked  for. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  would  ask  if  it  is  in  order  to  have  the  return  from  Manatee  read. 
The  figures  were  read,  but  not  the  return. 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  are  two  other  papers  purporting  to  beretnrus  ^m  Baker  County. 
The  whole  number  of  votes  shown  by  the  paper  I  now  read  from,  which  is  dated  the 
10th  day  of  November,  1876,  si^ed  bv  M.  I.  Coxe,  clerk  of  the  oircuit  court  of  Baker 
County,  and  John  Dorman,  lustice  of  the  peace — ^no  other  signature. 

Mr,  Chandler.  No  sherift  or  connty  judge  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  will  read  the  electoral  vote :  '^Tbat  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
for  presidential  electors  was  381,  as  follows,  to  wit :  Wilkinson  Call  received  238  votes, 
James  E.  Yonge  received  238  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  238  votes,  Robert  Bul- 
lock received  &8  votes,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  143  votes,  William  H.  Holden 
received  143  votes,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  143  votes,  Thomas  W.  Long  received 
143  votes." 

I  have  another  paper,  dated  the  13th  day  of  November,  1876,  signed  M.  I.  Coxe,  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court,  and  John  Dorniau,  justice  of  the  peace,  the  same  as  on  the  one  I 
have  just  read.  That  reads:  **  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential 
electors  was  280,  as  follows :  Wilkinson  Call  received  238,  James  E.  Yonge  received  236, 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  238,  Robert  Bullock  received  2:38,  F.  C.  Humphries  received 
143,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  143,  W.  H.  Holden  received  143,  T.  W.  Long  received  143." 
These  are  the  only  pafiers  I  have  from  Baker  purporting  to  be  returns. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Will  you  give  us  the  names  of  the  parties  signing  the  papers  purporting 
to  be  returns  read  this  morning? 

Mr.  McLiN.  Elisha  W.  Driggers,  clerk  of  the  county ;  Andrew  Allen,  sheriff  (d  Bdker 
County ;  and  William  Green,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Baker  County, 

Mr.  Pasoo.  Then  we  understand  that  the  board  has  taken  no  final  action  as  to  which 
of  these  three  returns  is  the  correct  return  T 

Mr.  McLiM.  The  board  has  taken  no  final  action  as  to  anything. 

ALACHUA  COUBTTY. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Is  the  board  now  ready  to  take  up  Alaiohna  County  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  Alachua  is  called. 

Mr.  Chandlbr.  I  would  like  to  have  the  whole  return  read  except  the  printed  part 
of  it. 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  are  no  notes,  simply  the  announcement  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Chandler.  [After  examining  the  return.]  I  won't  trouble  the  board  to  have  it 
read. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  would  announce  to  the  board  and  to  the  gentlemen  present  the  death 
of  Mr.  Saxon,  a  prominent  man  in  the  republican  party,  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
city,  and  that  there  are  several  men,  a  good  many  of  them  republicans,  who  would 
like  to  attend  his  funeral.  He  died  away  from  his  home,  with  no  friends  to  pay  the 
last  sad  rites,  and  I  suppose  most  of  the  republicans  would  like  to  turn  out.  I  there* 
fore  move  that  the  board  adjourn  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock,  in  order  that  persoDs 
here  in  attendance  may  attend  the  funeral. 

A  VoiCB.  We  all  want  to  attend  his  funeral ;  he  was  a  brave  confederate  soldier. 

Mr.  Bablow.  May  we  not  have  some  more  distinct  understanding  whether  we  shall 
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proceed  exactly  tinder  tbe  rales  or  not  f  The  mleft  Beem  to  reqnirey  af^er  reading  the 
retnrns,  and  determining  the  qnestioms  arising  npon  the  face  which  would  indicate 
the  paper  which  was  a  return,  that  we  put  io  onr  pleadings  and  then  onr  proofs,  and 
that  they  both  be  filed  here  and  be  accessible  to  both  parties.  That  being  ifae  case,  1 
fail  to  see  the  necessity  for  daily  meetings  of  the  board  until  we  have  filed  our  proofs^ 
What  is  the  advantage  of  meeting  to-morrow  and  having  this  oral  discussion,  which 
is  forbidden  by  the  rules^  and  taking  np  the  time  which  would  be,  and  ought  to  be, 
devoted  to  complying  with  the  rules  f  I  do  not  see  what  we  gain  by  meeting  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  McLiic«  I  intended  to  suggest  that  any  parties  having  papers  to  file  could  file 
them  with  the  clerk/ 

Mr.  Barix>w.  As  there  is  to  be  no  oral  argument^  and  only  examination  of  witnesses 
vita  voce  when  requested,  it  seems  to  me  the  main  business  has  already  been  accom- 
plished, and  I  only  ask,  by  way  of  suggestion,  what  we  gain  by  meeting  from  day  to 
dayT 

Mr.  Raney.  We  desire  to  file  onr  specifications  in  Alachua  now.  We  have  not  sup- 
posed  that  a  mere  question  is  an  oral  argument.  If  yon  do  not  adjourn  this  afternoon^ 
we  are  ready  to  file  onr  proofs. 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  is  onr  understanding  that  the  papers  should  be  first  publicly  filed« 

Mr.  Baklow.  I  have  no  objection  to  that,  of  course^ 

The  board  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock^ 


THIRD  DAY. 

WErrxESDAir,  Noifemher  29, 1876/ 

A  SUGOSaTIOK  *rO  COUI*8EI« 

The  board  of  State  canvassers  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment^  at  10  o'clock  a«  m.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  who  said: 

I  desire  to  state  to  the  counsel  and  to  the  gentlemen  present  interested  in  the  can^ 
vass  that  we  are  admonished  by  the  progress  we  have  made  so  far  that  we  will  have  to 
improve  onr  pace  if  we  hope  to  complete  this  canvass  in  time  for  the  electoral  vote, 
and  we  deem  it  necessary  to  enforce  a  strict  construction  of  tbe  rules  as  laid  down. 
While  we  all  feel  that  it  wonld  be  very  interesting  to  hear  the  argument  of  counsel 
and  a  full  exposition  of  the  ca^  given  by  them,  knowing  it  Would  be  exceedingly  in- 
teresting, at  the  same  time  we  feel  that  the  first  duty  we  owe  is  to  inform  our  minds, 
so  that  we  can  render  an  intelligent  verdict.  The  time  given  us  is  very  limited,  and 
we  can  at  once  see  that  if  argument  is  allowed,  or  if  counsel  are  permitted  to  present 
their  proofs  and  enlarge  npon  them,  one  day  wonld  be  too  little  for  any  county.  Per- 
haps  they  wonld  consume  two  days  with  sotne  of  these  counties,  and  in  that  way  our 
time  wonld  be  consumed.  Besides,  after  taking  np  these  papers  that  counsel  wonld 
have  referred  to,  we  wonld  have  to  go  over  them  all  again  to  satisfy  our  minds  npon 
different  points:  and  you  can  see  that  we  wonld  have  entered  upon  a  work  that  would 
consume  a  month.  We  have  had  a  privat-e  consultation  this  morning  before  the  board 
publicly  met,  in  which  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  which  is  embodied  in  this  res- 
olution or  statements 

Our  rules  preclude  any  oral  arguments  or  statements  relative  to  contested  connties. 
We  therefore  desire  to  annonnce  that  when  the  board  convenes  after  each  adjourn-' 
ment,  each  party  must  submit,  in  writing,  the  objections  to  tbe  connty^r  precinct,  or 
other  matter  in  contest,  as  also  the  argument  and  citations  of  autborities  in  the 
briefest  form,  including  any  evidence  offered  in  each  case.  A  strict  conformity  to  the 
mles  we  find  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  enable  us  to  complete  the  work  before  us. 

It  is  therefore  desired  by  the  board  that  the  counsel  on  either  side  will  file  their 
papers  in  the  different  counties  as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  that  the  board  may  go  to  work 
and  employ  every  available  hour^  night  and  day,  that  they  can  stand  up  to  in  investi- 
f^ating  the  case. 

Mr.  Ohakdler.  Wbat  rule  will  the  board  adopt  with  reference  to  papers  already 
filed  f 

Mr.  McLm.  Counsel  on  either  side  will  be  able  to  see  any  papers  filed  in  any  case  at 
any  time. 

AiAcnuA  couynr. 

Connnencing  at  tbe  head  of  tbe  docket,  we  announce  the  county  of  Alachua  as  ready 
for  the  filing  of  papers. 

Mr.  GuANDLBR.  Dj  I  nndorst^nd  that  tbe  board  is  ta  bear  read  the  papers  that  are 
filed; 
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*Mr.  McLiN.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Raney.  Nor  the  objections  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  coaDsel  file  their  argnmeDts  aod  eTerything. 

Mr.  Ranry.  Nothing  at  all  is  to  be  read  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  Nothing  at  all  is  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Raney.  Affidavits  are  not  to  be  read,  of  coarse. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Not  nnder  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ranry.  We  wish  to  introduce  some  testimony,  sir. 

Mr.  McLiN.  If  you  will  produce  the  interrogatories  yon  wish  propounded,  we  will 
bear  the  witnesses. 

Mr.  Sellers.  That,  according  to  your  specifications,  states  time,  place,  circumstance, 
and  everything.  Those  rules  ought  to  be  interpreted  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
English  language. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  would  like  to  make  a  suggestion.  We  will  be  ready  to  submit 
our  papers  in  the  Alachua  case  as  soon  as  we  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
charges  on  the  other  side.  The  papers  we  file  in  our  cases  we  expect  to  have  submit- 
ted to  the  other  side  before  each  case  is  taken  up  by  the  board.  We  shall  be  ready 
in  the  course  of  the  day  with  several  cases. 

Mr.  Raney.  We  file  the  affidavit,  in  precinct  No.  2,  in  Archer,  of  Floyd  Dukes,  an 
inspector;  of  G.  R.  Moore,  an  inspector;  one  affidavit  of  Samuel  T.  Fleming;  another 
affidavit  of  Samuel  T.  Fleming.  We  also  file  the  affidavits  of  S.  T.  Tuttle,  George 
Blitch,  W.  A  Geiger,  Peter  Dougherty,  Thomas  F.  Kinner,  and  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of 
the  court;  also  of  R.  H.  Bailey.  All  those  relative  to  precinct  No.  2,  at  Archer.  We 
also  oflTer  the  affidavits  of  Charles  Bukwight,  J.  W.  Arms,  George  Helmist^n,  and 
Eugene  Allen,  as  to  the  same  precinct.  As  to  Barnes  store  precinct,  in  Alachua 
County,  we  offer  the  affidavit  of  Charles  E.  Haile  and  James  Chestnut. 

Mr.  Seixers.  We  will  have  to  make  our  specifications  as  to  the  oral  testimony. 
Your  rules  seem  to  contemplate  that. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  wonid  suggest  postponing  the  decision  as  to  calling  oral  testi- 
mony until  we  have  examined  the  testimony  on  the  other  side  and  presented  our  brief. 

Mr.  Sellers.  The  rule  is  that  either  party  desiring  to  contest  must  submit  a  brief 
statement  in  writing  of  the  facts  expected  to  be  proved  by  them,  and  the  board  will 
themselves  examine  the  witnesses. 

After  further  discussion,  the  decision  of  the  board  was  modified  so  as  to  allow  the 
counsel  to  read  the  specifications  of  objection  and  answers  thereto. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  specifications  on  the  part  of  the. democrats  in  Alachua  County. 

Mr.  Raney  then  called  as  the  first  witness — 

Samuel  T.  Fleming,  who  was  sworn  for  the  democrats. 
Examined  by  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Fleming,  are  you  a  citizen  of  Alachua  County  ? — Answer.  \  am,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  Archer  on  the  7th  of  November,  on  the  day  of  election  ? — A. 
I  was,  sir,  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the  polls. 

Q.  At  what  precinct? — A.  Archer  precinct  No.  2— box  No. 2. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  irregularity  or  fraud  that  was  committed  on  the  lists  of  the 
election  by  any  one  connected  with  the  election  f — A.  By  the  managers  t 

Q.  By  any  one  connected  with  the  election. — A.  I  know  of  names— I  know  where  one 
f>ai'ty  voted  nnder  two  names.  I  know  where  they  claimed  that  a  party  had  voted  tbat 
does  not  live  in  the  county.  I  know  where  two  parties  there  dead,  and  where  tbey 
claimed  voted  there,  and  the  parties  have  been  dead  two  years.  The  names  of  the  par- 
ties dead  are^ohn  Lewis  and  Dick  Bell ;  those  parties  are  dead. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  tbey  were  the  only  John  Lewis  and  Dick  Bell  that  were 
in  the  county  f — A.  They  were  the  only  ones  in  the  part  of  the  county  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  bow  many  votes  were  cast  at  that  election? — ^A.  I  know  how  many 
were  cast  from  the  outside  of  the  box.  I  kept  a  count  from  the  outside  of  the  box,  and 
there  were  305  votes  polled. 

Q.  Wbat  was  your  position  at  the  box  I  What  position  did  you  occupy  f — A.  I  was 
not  over  four  feet — probably  nearer  than  that. 

Q.  You  noticed  the  different  electors  as  they  went  up  and  deposited  their  votes  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  wrote  the  names  down  as  they  were  called  out  by  the  parties. 

Q.  So  you  kept  a  list  of  the  names  as  well  as  the  number  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  voted? — A.  Three  hundred  and  five. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  opening  of  the  election  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  at  the  closing  of  the  polls  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Lasting  what  time ;  during  the  day  ? — A.  Ouly  when  they  acyonrned  twenty  min- 
utes for  dinner. 

Q.  Your  written  affidavit  states  that  fifteen  voted  inside  of  the  room.  Were  tbey  In- 
clnded  in  your  305  7 — ^A.  They  were  not ;  the  •M5  were  those  voted  from  the  ontaide. 
I  don't  know  who  voted  upon  the  inside ;  I  am  not  positive  tbat  there  were  so  many. 
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-Q«  Were  tbe  floors  open,  so  that  access  could  be  had  to  the  iuside  of  the  house  T — A. 
Not  at  tbe  end  I  kept. 

i^.  And  yoar  only  meaos  of  access  to  the  room  T~A.  Not  from  my  end. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  know  how  these  fifteen  voters  got  In  there  -^ho  roted  from  tbe  inside  ? — 
A.  I  don't  know  that  there  was  fifteen  there. 

Q,  Yon  stated  that  there  coald  not  be  more  than  fifteen  f— A.  There  could  not  be 
more  than  fifteen. 

Q.  Do  you  know  they  got  in  t — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  bear  the  announcement  of  the  vote  at  the  closing  of  tbe  polls  by  the 
inspectors f — A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't  there.  It  was  about  eleven  ^clock.  I  left  at  six, 
and  didn't  hear  tbe  annoBncement. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  electors  as  they  went  up  by  name  to  the  polls,  or  did  you  ask 
the  names? — A.  I  knew  the  names,  I  was  well  acquainted  with  them.  I  had  been 
keeping  store  at  Archer  for  eleven  years,  and  sold  goods  to  most  of  the  parties. 

Q.  So  yon  didn't  have  to  ask  them  their  names  f — ^A.  I  knew  the  parties  personally, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four ;  there  was  thrt)e  or  four  I  didn't  know.  I  was 
present  when  they  closed  the  polls,  but  not  at  the  announcement  of  the  count. 

By  Attorney-General  Cocke  : 

Q.  Where  is  that  tally-list  you  kept  f — A.  It  is  there. 

Ex-Governor  BuowN,  of  Georgia.  I  would  inquire  whether  the  court  examine  the 
witnesses  on  our  side ;  do  you  cross-examine  them  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  We  do  not  propose  to  give  one  side  any  advantage  over  the  other.  (To 
the  witoesA.)  You  may  remain  in  town  until  you  have  leave  to  depart. 

Greneral  Barlow.  Would  it  be  proper  to  let  us  see  outside  here  the  affidavit  of  the 
laAt  witness  ? 

Mr.  McLiN.  There  are  two  affidavits. 

(The  affidavits  were  handed  to  General  Barlow.) 

TESTIMONY  OF  SAMUEL  C.  TUCKER. 

Samuel  C.  Tucker  sworn  for  the  denoocrats. 

Examined  by  the  Chairman. 

Question.  Mr.  Tucker,  are  you  an  elector  of  the  State  of  Florida  f— Answer.  I  am 
not — O,  yes,  I  am.    I  beg  your  pardon. 

Q.  What  county  do  you  reside  in  ? — A.  Alachua  County. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  poll- box  No.  2,  at  Archer  precinct,  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber f — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  attend  closely  to  the  election  that  was  there  going  on,  so  that  you  knew 
what  took  took  place  % — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  irregularity  or  fraud  that  took  place  at  that  election  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  state  to  the  board  what  they  were?— A.  Do  you  mean  me  to  give  the 
whole  story  I    I  can  give 

Q.  Any  irregularity  or  fraud. — ^A.  At  box  No.  2  I  was  there  at  the  counting  of  the 
vote,  at  the  canvassing  of  the  vote,  and  helped  to  count.  The  inspectors  gave  me  that 
permission ;  that  is,  to  look  over  and  see  the  tickets  that  were  counted,  and  to  count  the 
tallies  after  they  were  all  footed  up.  I  have  got  the  list  with  me  that  tbey  gave  me 
on  that  occasion.  Drew,  at  that  box,  according  to  their  own  count,  got  VSiS  votes, 
Steams  got  180  votes,  Purraan  141,  Fiuley  136,  Sparkman  134,  Dudley  141,  and  the 
electors  each  141.  Steams  had  180,  Bisbee  180,  Walls  181,  Cessna  178,  and  the  electors 
on  the  republican  ticket  each  178. 

Q.  Were  these  figures  given  to  yon  during  the  canvass  T — A.  As  they  were  counted 
by  Mr.  Black.    I  counted  with  him,  too. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  a  position  at  that  box  as  inspector? — A.  I  did  not;  it  was  simply 
tbe  privilege  they  allowed  me. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  vote  was  publicly  declared  t — A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Just  as  you  have  written  out  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  First  I  asked  Mr.  Black  the  inspector 
to  give  me  a  certified  copy  of  the  return,  and  he  refused  to  do  it.  I  then  asked  nim  if 
be  would  declare  the  vote  to  the  people,  make  public  the  result,  and  he  said  he  would ; 
and  these  figures  are  the  declaration  that  he  made  there  on  that  occasion.  These 
are  the  figures  that  were  given  by  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Vance  on  that  occasion. 

EXAMINATION  OF  OEOROE  BLITCH. 

George  Blitch  sworn  for  the  democrats. 

Examined  by  the  Chairman  : 
Qn^tion.  Mr.  Blitch,  are  you  a  citizen  of  Alachua  County  T — ^Answer.  I  am,  sir.    . 
Q.  A  qualified  elector  of  the  State  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Were  you  present,  on  the  7th  of  November,  at  the  Archer  preeinet  when  the 
election  took  place  t — A.  I  wa«»,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  ^a  know  of  any  frand  or  irrenrnlaHty  tkat  took  placo  at  that  polling-pre* 
T?iuct  on  tbat  day  f — A.  I  do^  sir. 

Q»  If  you  do>  please  state  it  to  the  board,— A.  There  were  soBie — was  so — were  there 
tAiat  were  dead;  they  are  dead ;  I  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge^ 

Q.  What  are  their  names  t^A.  Dick  Bell  and  John  Lewis^ 

Q.  Any  other f— A.  Tes,  sir;  Mr.  Engene  Allen,  who  lives  ia  Florida,  voted  there, 
and  was  in  Ft^rnandina  all  dnring  the  day  of  7rh. 

Q.  And  his  name  was  on  the  poll-Ustf— A.  Yes,  sir* 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  yon  wish  to  state  about  any  other  person  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  vote  was  declared  at  lheck>se  of  the  oanvaas  f — A.  I 
Was ;  I  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  box-;  I  asked  them  to  show  me  the  fignres, 
which  they  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  vote  pnbHcly,  or  get  the  fignres  from  one  of  the  inspectors  T — 
A.  I  got  it  from  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  I  heard  it  publicly  announced. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  toe  vote  was,  as  publicly  annoanoedl — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hafe  you  a  memorandum  of  it,  or  is  it  simply  in  your  memory  T— A.  In  my 
tnemory. 

Q.  Will  yon  give  itf— A.  136  for  Mr.  Drew  and  ISO  for  Mr.  Stearns,  and  the  others 
tlid  not  difrer  but  v«ry  little^  I  was  one  of  the  inspectors  at  poll  No.  1,  in  the  same 
building. 

BAKKR  COVNTY^ 

Mr.  McLm.  Are  covmsei  ready  in  Baker  f 

Mr.  Srixkrs.  Yes,  sir-;  we  are. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Have  the  gentiemeD  tiled  their  affidavits  in  Alachua,  so  that  they  will 
be  accfssibleT 

Mr.  McLiN.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Hilton.  I  would  like  to  bring «  matter  to  the  aMention  of  the  board.  It  is  as 
to  the  custody  of  these  returns  during  the  recess  of  the  board.  It  appears  from  a 
report  that  comes  from  Oovemor  Keed,  in  a  previous  year,  that  some  clerk  had  access 
to  the  returns  of  Jackson  Conuty,  and  altered  them  frandnlently.  Of  course  I  believe 
the  usage  has  been  in  previons  years  returns  were  sealed  up  and,  perhaps,  put  in  a 
«afe ;  it  may  be  of  the  comptroller,  I  am  not  snre.  We  have  declared  the  vote  for 
electors  but  not  for 'State  ofikiers,  and  I  hope  the  board  will  take  snch  action  in  tbis 
«ase  as  may  guard  against  such  attempts  as  that  mentioned  under  Governor  Reed. 

Mr.  CocKB.  I  mov«  that  no  person  have  access  to  the  returns  but  the  secretary  of 
Btate. 

Mr.  McLiN.  They  will  be  kept  under  lock  and  key*  I  do  not  see  how  anybody  will 
l^et  access  to  t-henk 

Mr.  Cocke.  There  is  no  olijection  to  as  many  counsel  seeing  them  as  choose,  but  only 
one  counsel  should  h«ve  them  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Pasco.  If  we  can  pass  Baker  for  a  little  wMle,  we  will  take  up  Clay  County 
first 

CLAY  COUNTY* 

Mr.  McLiN.  If  there  is  no  oljection  we  will  take  up  Clay  County* 

Mr.  Pabco.  The  following  specific  objections  are  made  to  the  retnrn  of  Clay  County. 

Mr.  Pasco  read  tbe  specifications  and  filed  in  their  snpport  a  certified  copy  of  the  re- 
turn of  precinct  No.  8,  No.  11,  Pond ;  a  certified  copy  of  the  oath,  showing  that  it  is 
perfect  with  the  exception  of  the  jurat,  which  is  omitted^  certified  to  by  the  clerk. 
This  is  an  oath  taken  in  the  regnlar  form  signed  by  the  three  inspectors,  but  no  Jurat  ; 
the  jurat  is  not  signed.  The  affidavit  of  these  inspectors  was  filed  in  order  to  prove 
that  they  actually  took  the  oatb  required.  It  is  signed  Henry  B.  Brevard^  one  of  the  in- 
spectors of  election,  stating  that  he  took  the  oath  for  one  of  the  inspectors.  He  also 
filed  the  affidavit  of  Lyman  Field,  another  of  the  inspectors^  to  tbe  same  effect-,  that  he 
vfBs  sworn,  and  that  it  was  all  done  before  the  opening  of  the  election.  He  also  filed 
the  affidavit  of  Henry  Brehm  to  the  -effect  that  he  w«s  prevented  from  voting,  aa  set 
forth  in  it. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Does  that  eomplete  ymir  case  for  Clay  f 

Mr.  Pasco.  That  completes  the  case  for  Clay. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Are  vou  ready  to  go  on  with  Baker  ? 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  will  read  the  specificatious  in  Baker. 

Mr.  Pasco  read  the  specifications  of  ol\|ection  by  the  democrats  to  the  return  from 
Baker  County,  and  filed  in  snpi>ort  thereof  a  certified  oopy  of  the  return  corresponding 
with  the  second  and  third  return  as  read  yesterday;  ateo  the  precinct^retnrns  from  the 
precincts  of  the  county  in  dispute,  all  duly  certified  to  by  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
showing,  in  correcting  the  figures,  the  same  fignres  given  in  the  return  jnst  filed. 

Mr.  Pasco.  If  the  board  will  i>ermit  us,  we  will  at  a  later  day  introdnoe  the  clerk'a 
t>ral  testimony  to  substiuitiate  these  returns.    He  will  be  here  to-morrow* 
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BREVARD  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLm.  We  will  take  tip  Brevard.    Are  you  ready  to  go  on  with  that  ? 

Mr.  Emmons.  We  will  be  ready  to  go  on  with  that  at  4  o^clock  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Calhoun  ? 

Mr.  Chandler.  Please  pass  all  our  counties  until  afternoon. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Duval  f 

Mr.  Sellers  Please  pass  that. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Escambia  ?  Franklin  !  Gadsden  ? 

Mr.  Sellers.  As  both  sides  are  not  ready,  suppose  we  adjourn  f 

Mr.  Barlow.  May  I  make  a  suggestion,  to  see  if  we  cannot  get  some  better  system 
of  looking  at  these  appers  here  ?  I  snggest  whether  gentlemen  on  our  side  and  on  the 
other  cannot  themselves  agree  on  some  plan  about  examining  these  papers  here. 

Mr.  McLm.  How  would  it  do  to  appoint  an  assistant  clerk,  to  have  charge  of  these 
papers  ! 

Mr.  Sellers.  On  our  side  we  have  a  practical  suggestion :  that  every  one  of  our 
papers  shall  be  handed  to  Mr.  Barlow,  that  he  may  use  it  as  he  chooses ;  and  that  Mr. 
Pasco  shall  take  these  documents,  each  side  being  responsible  for  their  safe  return. 

Mr.  Sellers's  suggestion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  board  adjourned  till  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

The  board  met  pursuant  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  are  ready  to  submit  a  statement  in  the  Alachua  case.  I  will 
ask  Governor  Noyes,  who  has  the  affidavits  and  papers,  if  he  will  be  kind  enough  to 
read  the  statement  f 

Governor  Noyes  read  the  answer  of  the  republicans  to  the  specifications  of  objections 
by  the  democrats  in  Alachua  County,  and  filed  the  following  papers  in  support  of  the 
answer: 

Certified  copy  of  the  result  of  the  election,  by  J.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court. 

Affidavit  of  R.  H.  Black,  one  of  the  inspectors. 

A  second  affidavit  of  R.  H.  Black.  ' 

Affidavit  of  Green  R.  Moore,  one  of  the  inspectors. 

Affidavit  of  Floyd  Dukes,  one  of  the  inspectors. 

Affidavits  of  three  persons,  Toby  Adams,  Frank  Brown,  and  Henry  Washington. 

Affidavits  of  W.  H.  Belton ;  of  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court ;  again  of  I. 
E.  Webster ;  and  then  of  78  electors,  all  of  whom  sign  the  affidavit — it  is  No.  10 ;  of  71 
electors ;  of  19  electors ;  of  17  electors ;  of  23  electors ;  of  3  parties  in  behalf  of  50  elect- 
ors, No.  15 ;  of  3  parties  in  behalf  of  14  electors,  No.  16 ;  another  in  behalf  of  16  elect- 
ors ;  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2 ;  affidavits  of  Mr.  James  Snowden  ;  of 
W.  H.  Belton,  with  regard  to  guarding  the  court-house ;  of  L.  J.  Dennis ;  of  Thomas  H. 
Vance :  of  L.  G.  Phillips,  and  L.  J.  Dennis — ^24  papers  in  all. 

Mr.  sellers.  I  merely  desire  the  chairman  to  see  that  the  handwriting  in  which 
these  names  are  signed  is  the  same,  and  that  the  witnesses  signed  with  the  mark  of 
the  cross. 

Governor  Noyes.  It  becomes  a  necessity  for  some  one  to  write  the  name  where  one 
cannot  write  his  own. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Are  the  signatures  not  properly  witnessed  ? 

Mr.  Sellers.  They  appear  to  be.  We  have  some  more  affidavits  in  addition  to 
these,  from  Alachua,  which  I  will  put  in  just  now,  if  your  honors  please. 

manatee  county. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  are  ready  to  file  our  proofs  in  regard  to  Manatee,  if  the  board' 
please.    Shall  I  read  the  specification  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Chandler  read  the  specifications  of  objection  on  behalf  of  the  republicans  to  thei 
return  from  Manatee  County. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Have  ^ou  any  affidavits  to  support  that  f 

Mr.  Chandler.  No,  sir ;  we  have  not.  I  was  told  that  the  specification  of  objection 
in  reference  to  Alachua  was  not  signed. 

Ibr.  Barlow.  I  think  the  first  one  was  signed  by  Mr.  Raney,  on  behalf  of  the  electors.. 

Governor  Noyes.  I  glanced  at  the  paper,  and  I  was  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
not  signed ;  I  mav  have  overlooked  it  ii  it  is  so.  Of  course  there  is  no  objection  to  its 
being  signed.    That  is  an  informality  that  can  be  corrected  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Clay  and  Columbia  Counties,  Mr.  Bisbee  says,  will  be  ready  in  the 
morning.  Is  there  a  paper  accompanying|the  Manatee  returns,  Mr.  Chairman  T  If  so, 
I  would  like  to  call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Sellers.  There  is  none  accompanying  the  electoral  vote  as  read  yesterday. 

Mr.  McLiN.  No,  sir ;  there  is  none  accompanying  it. 
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ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  will  ask  the  board  to  wait  a  few  momcDts,  as  I  have  sent  to  examine* 
the  docnments  of  Alachua  Connty. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Have  you  handed  in  a  memorandum  f 

Mr.  Sellers.  It  is  in  regard  to  the  affidavit  you  read  of  Judge  Beltou  in  regard  to 
the  return  on  the  23d  of  November — exactly  what  occurred  and  what  took  place  when 
it  was  signed. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  would  ask  the  board  to  enforce  the  rule  in  regard  to  oral  t-eeti- 
mony. 

Judge  Dawkins.  I  regret  that  my  name  has  been  introduced  into  this  canvass,  and 
I  would  ask  the  board  to  allow  me  to  look  at  that  certificate  of  Mr.  Webster  for  a  mo- 
ment before  making  a  witness  of  me.  I  have  always  been  opposed  to  testifying  in 
court  or  before  any  tribunal.  I  have  not  seen  the  certificate  and  did  not  know  its  pur- 
port until  I  came  here. 

Mr.  Chandler.  The  counsel  proposes  to  put  on  a  witness  before  complying  with  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  said,  when  these  written  affidavits  came  in,  I  would  desire  to  exam- 
ine witnesses  on  some  points.  It  was  only  to  ask  the  board  to  make  such  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  do  not  understand. 

Governor  Noyes.  Do  I  understand  that  witnesses  can  be  examined  except  in 
rebuttal  where  we  have  brought  forward  any  matter  f  Otherwise  I  understand  no 
witness  can  be  examined,  orally  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sellers.  A  certificate  was  put  in  evidence  from  Mr.  Webster ;  two  affidavits 
of  Mr.  Webster  were  put  in  evidence — three  papers,  to  which  his  name  was  attached. 

[A  pause  in  the  proceedings  here  occurred,  awaiting  the  return  of  Mr.  Raney  with 
papers.    On  his  arrival,  Mr.  Sellers  resumed  as  follows:] 

1  will  put  in,  as  counter-evidence  in  regard  to  Alachua  County,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Webster,  the  clerk,  to  Judge  J.  B.  Dawkins,  with  the  affidavit  of  J.B.  Dawkins  thereto 

attached,  as  to  the  examination  of  the  lifts  by  Mr. ,  and  as  to  the  original 

record.    I  also  file  the  affidavit  of ,  taken  the  27th  of  November,  1876, 

setting  forth  that  if  he  made  any  affidavit,  or  made  a  return,  he  was  utterly  unable  to 
know  what  he  was  doing;  and  with  it  the  certificate  of  some  five  citizens  of  that 

cotmty,  setting  forth  that  during  the  time  in  which  that  was  signed  Mr. wa« 

entirely  drunk,  in  charge  of  people,  and  that  he  made  this  affidavit  when  he  was 
entirelyfsolier. 

Mr.  Chandler,  I  do  not  want  to  be  captious,  but  I  wish  gentlemen  would  file  a 
statement  with  their  evidence.  Of  course  we  want  counsel  to  see  them,  if  accessible, 
but  the  rule  requires  a  statement  of  what  the  evidence  is. 

Mr.  Seli.ers.  I  have  but  one  affidavit  to  file  here,  and  that  is  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Moore  that  has  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  Chandler.  What  is  the  date  of  that,  Mr.  Chairman? 
.     Mr,  McLiN.  The  28th  day  of  November,  1876. 

Mr.  Seli.ers.  We  will  endeavor  to  have  soma  evidence  on  the  Waldo  precincts  in 
the  morning. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Is  there  anything  further  to  be  presented  ? 

Mr.  Barlow.  There  is  some  evidence  already  in  about  the  Waldo  precinct. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Yes,  there  is  one  or  two  affidavits  as  to  stopping  a  train. 

Governor  Noyes.  It  is  in  two  of  those  affidavits  filed  this  morning. 

The  board  adjourned  till  ton  o^clock  to-morrow  moining. 


FOURTH  DAY. 

NovEirBEB  30,  1876. 

The  board  of  canvassers  met  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  who  inquired  if  counsel  were  ready  to  complete  the 
Alachua  case. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Before  the  Alachua  case  is  concluded,  I  would  like  to  introdnce  some 
witnesses  from  Baker  County,  so  that  they  can  go  off  on  the  train.  These  witnesses 
are  in  waiting,  and  we  can  establish  by  them  that  the  first  contested  return  read  be- 
fore the  board  from  Baker  was  made  in  secret,  and  that  they  never  heard  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a  return  until  it  was  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  object  to  their  examination  with  a  view  to  their  going  oflf  on  the 
train.  It  is  hardly  right  to  come  in  with  specifications  and  witnesses  and  ask  that 
they  be  examined  in  order  that  they  may  go  oflf  immediately. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Of  course  they  will  remain  at  the  order  of  the  board  after  being  intro- 
duced. 
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Mr.  Chandler.  Where  it  can  be  done^  it  is  desirable  that  the  request  be  made  in 
writing,  and  the  examination  of  witnesses  be  deferred,  so  that  the  examination  of  all 
tlie  witnesses  may  be  made  at  the  same  time.  If  gentlemen  will  give  us  until  to-mor- 
row we  will  endeavor  to  have  the  witnesses  on  bSth  sides  of  that  question  here,  and 
we  will  furnish  them  with  a  memorandum  of  witnesses  and  facts  to  which  they  will 
testify. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Have  the  board  any  desire  to  complete  the  examination  of  these  wit- 
nesses if  they  desire  to  leave  ? 

Mr.  Pasco.  They  are  subject  to  the  desire  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  will  take  thein  and  prepare  our  own  list  of  witnesses,  so  as  to 
have  them  all  examined  at  once.  I  objected  to  it  at  the  time  as  likely  to  lead  to 
trouble. 

WALDO  PRECINCT,  ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  will  proceed  to  read  the  specifications  as  to  Waldo  precinct. 

(Mr.  Pasco  read  the  democratic  specifications  in  Waldo  precinct,  and  filed  ten  ex- 
hibits in  support  of  the  same. 

^Ir.  Pasco  also  read  the  democratic  allegations  in  regard  to  Alachua  County,  New- 
•  nansviUe  precinct,  and  in  support  thereof  filed  a  certified  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  the 
precinct. 

(Mr.  Pasco  also  read  reply  of  democrats  to  specifications  of  republicans  in  regard 
to  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  Alachua  County,  and  in  support  thereof  filed  the  papers  men- 
tioned therein,  consisting  of  presentments  by  the  grand  jury  and  affidavits.) 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  are  ready  to  go  on  with  Columbia  County. 

Mr.  Pasco.  The  democratic  electors  desire  to  produce  Floyd  Dukes  and  Green  R. 
Moore,  inspectors  of  precinct  No.  2,  for  examination  by  the  board  about  the  statements 
contained  in  the  affidavits  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  them,  and  with  a  view  of  show- 
ing that  those  filed  November  29, 1876,  are  forgeries.  We  desire,  if  the  board  please, 
to  introduce  these  witnesses  immediately.  It  lias  been  charged  that  these  men  have 
been  tampered  with,  and  we  want  to  bring  them  now  at  once,  while  this  matter  is  up, 
so  that  those  statements  may  be  shown  to  be  utterly  false,  and  these  for^^eries  intro- 
duced yesterday  may  be  shown  plainly  to  be  such.  The  witnesses  are  in  waiting  to  be 
sworn.  If  there  is  a  disposition  to  arrive  at  the  truth  of  this  matter,  I  presume 
there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Mr.  Pasco,  do  you  not  think  your  remark  gratuitous  so  far  as  it  implies 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  board  ? 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  addressed  my  remark  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Chandler.  It  would  have  been  quite  courteous  for  the  gentleman,  in  presuming 
that  we  would  object,  to  have  waited  until  we  did  so.  I  think  before  characterizing 
an  objection  the  gentleman  should  wait  until  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  presume  there  will  not  be.  Am  I  right  ? 

3Ir.  Chandler.  You  can  wait  until  it  is  made  and  then  characterize  it  as  you  please. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  move  that  they  be  allowed  to  introduce  the  witnesses. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  suppose  there  is  no  objection. 

(The  witnesses  were  then  introduced  and  sworn,  and  examined  upon  interrogatories 
banded  to  the  chairman  by  Mr.  Sellers,  as  follows  :) 

archer  no.  2. 

Green  R.  Moore  sworn  for  the  democrats. 
By  the  Chaibman  : 

QaestioD.  Were  you  an  inspector  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  in  Alachua  County,  in  the 
general  election  held  on  the  7th  of  November  T — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  there  at  the  precinct  continuously  from  the  opening  to  the  clos- 
ing f — ^A.  Except  a  few  minutes*  recess. 

Q.  Recess  at  twelve  o'clock,  I  suppose  !— A.  Yes,  sir ;  ten  minutes,  I  think. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  there  cast  at  the  polls  in  that  precinct  ? — A.  Three  hun- 
dred and  sixteen. 

Q.  That  was  the  entire  number  cast  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  said  number  were  given  to  the  republican  electors  ? — ^A.  One  hun- 
dred and  eighty  to  Stearns  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  to  Drew. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  other  return  from  that  precinct  representing  a  diflferent 
number  of  votes  ? — A.  I  have  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Is  or  is  not  the  amount  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  votes,  as  appears  from 
the  returns,  correct? — A.  It  is  not. 

Q.  How  many  affidavits  have  you  made  in  regard  to  this  precinct  ? — A.  I  think,  sir, 
I  made  one  before  Mr.  Taylor,  notary  public,  and  one  before  Mr.  Belton  ;  the  first  one 
before  Mr.  Taylor,  the  next  one  before  Mr.  Belton— the  only  ones  I  have  sworn  to. 

Q.  What  number  did  you  swear  to  of  votes  in  the  affidavit  you  made  before  Mr. 
Taylor  ? — A.  I  will  explain  to  you— three  hundred  and  sixteen. 
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Q.  And  the  same  before  Mr.  Belton  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  yon  made  this  first  affidavit  was  it  made  throngh  any  intimidation  or  fear, 
or  was  it  from  a  sense  of  right  t — A.  From  a  sense  of  right. 

Q.  There  are  affidavits  before  the  board  showing  that  yoa  have  made  counter-affi- 
davits.—A.  No  oath  has  ever  been  administered  to  me ;  I  only  signed  it,  but  there  was 
no  oath  administered. 

Q.  What  inflnenced  yon  to  make  that  affidavit?— A.  Well,  sir,  I  gaess  you  have  got 
the  whole  thing  there ;  haven't  you  ? 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  have  a  statement  here  in  his  handwriting  which  has  not  yet  been 
submitted  to  the  board.  [To  the  witness.]  You  can  state  the  substance  of  this 
paper. 

(Former  question  repeated  by  the  chairman.) 

A.  Well,  sir,  I  was  at  Gainesville  and  had  been  there  at  court ;  court  was  in  session. 
I  had  been  there  several  days.  I  went  down  to  Captain  Dennis's  office.  I  went  there, 
and  Captain  Dennis  made  me  an  offer,  or  rather  Mr.  Barnes  offered  me  a  hundred  dol- 
lars as  coming  from  Captain  Dennis,  and  put  me  under  oath  and  I  just  signed  the 
paper. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  make  this  oath  you  now  refer  to  T — A.  I  never  made  no 
oath  ;  the  oath  was  not  administered.  I  suppose  it  was  about  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock. 

Q.  I  mean  the  day  of  the  month  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  do  you  now  say  was  the  true  vote  polled  at  Archer  precinct  f — A.  For  each 
party  1 

Q.  The  whole  vote  ?— A.  One  hundred  and  eighty  for  the  republicans  and  136  for 
the  democrats. 

Q.  You  have  stated  to  the  board  that  you  were  present  at  the  closing  of  the  polls  ; 
please  state  what  took  plaoe. — A.  I  was  present  when  they  closed  the  polls,  and  we  strung 
the  tickets  in  box  No.  2 :  they  were  all  strung  on  a  thread  as  they  were  counted,  then 
the  tickets  were  counted,  and  the  count  was  given  out  at  277.  We^found  on  our  list,  as 
I  have  stated,  that  there  were  316.  I  never  handled  the  tickets  myself.  R.  H.  Black 
handled  the  tickets.  The  tickets  were  put  back  in  the  box,  and  the  box  was  locked, 
and  the  key  was  delivered  to  me,  and  the  box  to  R.  H.  Black. 

Q.  You  made  out  a  certificate  to  the  inspectors  f — A.  Wa  signed  a  paper.  I  did  not 
really  know  who  made  it  out. 

Q.  Who  made  out  the  certificates  ? — A.  The  clerk,  Thomas  Vance. 

Q.  And  you  signed  .the  certificate  ? — A.  We  signed  it ;  everything  was  in  a  hurry, 
and  I  do  not  know  whether  the  paper  was  filled  up  or  not— I  guess  we  signed  before 
they  were  filled  up. 

Q.  Then  you  are  not  prepared  to  state  whether  you  signed  a  blank  certificate  or 
not  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  blank  or  one  that  was  filled  up. 

Q.  Were  the  ballots  counted  before  yon  proceeded  to  read  them  out  according  to 
law  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not ;  they  were  read  out,  strung,  and  then  counted. 

Q.  How  many  persons  were  present  at  the  time  that  the  counting  was  going  on  ? — ^A. 
I  do  not  know ;  our  election  was  completed  in  a  window,  and  several  heads  were  in 
the  window ;  and  there  were  the  managers  of  box  1 — Mr.  Blitcb  was  present  after 
they  got  through  with  their  box.    I  do  not  know  how  many,  several  were  looking  on. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  there  was  confusion  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  certifi- 
cate f — A.  There  was  no  cross  words ;  they  wanted  to  get  out ;  there  was  no  confusion 
at  all ;  we  had  no  disturbance  during  the  day ;  all  was  quiet,  everything. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  said  election  yourself  I — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  T — A.  I  voted  the  straight  republican  ticket. 

Q.  Who  kept  the  poll-list  here  ? — ^A.  The  clerk,  I  think,  kept  the  poll-list ;  Thomas 
Vance. 

Q.  One  clerk  during  the  entire  election  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  this  offer  yon  speak  of  was  made  to  you,  through  Mr.  Barnes,  from  Mr.  Den- 
nis, of  $100  if  you  would  sign  this  affidavit,  was  that  offer  carried  into  effect  ? — A.  It 
was,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  the  money  f— A.  I  did  have  it. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Gainesville  with  the  box! — A.  On  the  same  train,  yes,  sir ;  the  box 
eame  through  on  the  same  train. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  the  custody  of  the  box  f — A.  I  did  not  myself. 

Q.  Who  bronght  the  box  T — A.  K.  H.  Black ;  it  was  In  his  charge. 

Q.  Mr.  Black,  the  inspector? — A..  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  it  carried — in  the  same  car  you  was  in  ? — A.  I  did  not  sit  in  that  car 
all  the  way  through.  I  went  back  with  some  others  of  the  passengers  from  one  car  to 
the  other  by  the  time  we  got  to  Gainesville. 

Q.  Where  was  the  box  taken  when  you  arrived  at  Gainesville  f — ^A.  I  think  it  was 
carried  to  Captain  Dennis's. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  was  carried  to  Captain  Dennis's  t— A.  I  know  it  was  there.  I  went 
here  between  seven  and  eight  in  the  morning  and  it  was  there. 
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Q.  Where  was  the  first  you  saw  the  box  after  you  arrived  at  Gainesville  T— A.  I  saw 
it  took  to  the  court-house.  We  stopped  there  at  the  court-house  yard,  and  Black  went 
oft*  with  the  box,  and  tiie  next  time  I  saw  it  it  was  with  Captain  Dennis. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  box  at  Captain  Dennises  house  ? — A.  I  did  see  it.  I  do  not  really 
remember  whether  I  saw  the  box  or  not,  but  he  asked  them,  if  they  pleased,  to  carry 
that  box  away. 

Q.  Asked  whom  f — A.  Black,  and  I  do  not  remember  who  else — three  or  four.  I  do 
not  remember  who  were  present,  but  I  think  Black  was. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  carry  it  away  from  there  ? — A.  It  was  delivered  to  the  clerk  at  the 
court-house.    I  do  not  know  at  What  time  of  the  day. 

Q.  Then  you  afterward  saw  it  at  the  clerk^s  office  ?— A.  At  the  clerk's  office,  and  in 
the  f^and-jury  room  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  did  you  see  it  at  the  clerk's  office! — A.  I  don't  know  as  I 
saw  it  the  same  day  ;  I  don't  know  as  I  saw  it  before  the  next  Saturday. 

Q.  Did  the  returns  accompany  the  box  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  returns  after  you  signed  them  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

SIGNING  THE  RETURNS. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  the  return  in  person,  or  did  somebody  sign  it  for  you  T — ^A.  I  signed 
it  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  any  other  returns  than  the  one  you  signed  there  ?— A.  No,  sir,  I  did 
not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  return  the  day  on  which  the  county  canvassers  made  the  can- 
Ta«8  ?— A.  I  may  have  seen  it.    I  was  not  close  enough  to  see  it.    I  was  not  inside. 

Q.  You  are  unable  to  testify  whether  it  is  the  same  return  you  signed  at  the  closing 
of  the  polls  T — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Samuel  Tucker  and  Mr.  Fleming  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  I 
know  them. 

Q.  W^ill  you  state  to  the  board,  if  you  know  whether  they  were  at  Archer  precinct, 
No.  2  on  the  day  of  election  f — A.  They  were  there,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  Black  give  to  Tucker  a  memorandum  of  the  vote  f — A.  He  did ; 
he  or  the  clerk.  Tucker  sat  in  the  window  himself,  and  he  give  it  out  to  him,  and 
took  it  down  himself  as  he  called  it  out. 

Q.  In  order  to  arrive  at  the  whole  facts,  the  board  desires  to  ask  yon  if  any  money 
consideration  was  oifered  you  for  signing  the  first  affidavit. — A.  There  was  not,  sir. 

General  Barlow.  Won't  you  ask  him  who  came  to  see  him,  and  some  of  the  particu- 
lars of  these  two  affidavits  f  Let  us  have  some  of  the  particulars.  Who  came  to  see 
him,  and  what  was  said,  &c. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Moore,  state  to  the  board  who  came  to  see  you,  and  under  what  circumstances 
you  made  the  first  affidavit. — A.  No  one.  I  was  there  at  the  court-house  in  Gaines- 
ville, and  they  then  asked  me  if  I  would  sign  the  affidavit. 

Q.  Who  asked  you  f — A.  I  don't  really  remember  who  it  was.  They  asked  me  if  I 
would  swear  to  what  was  done,  and  I  said  I  would,  and  swore  to  it  before  Mr.  Taylor. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  the  persons  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  really  who  asked  the 
question  now.  Some  several  asked  me  around  if  I  would  swear  to  what  was  done — 
what  went  on. 

Q.  Did  they  then  make  a  statement  of  facts  and  ask  you  if  you  would  swear  to 
that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  made  a  statement  myself.  I  told  them  exactly  what  I  could 
swear  to. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  sign  any  return  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  showing  that  399 
votes  were  there  cast  for  the  republicans  and  136  votes  cast  for  the  democrats,  making 
535  votes  cast  in  all  ? — A.  I  never  signed  it. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  authorize  any  person  to  sign  it  for  you  with  your  name  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  I  did  not.    I  think  I  know. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  paper  did  you  sign  ? — A.  We  were  to  sign  what  was  called  out 
and  handed  up  to  Tucker,  180  for  Stearns,  136  for  Drew,  and  that  is  what  I  understood. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  was  on  the  paper  or  whether  you  signed  a  blank 
paper  ? — A.  I  never  looked  over  it  at  fill. 

Q.  (By  Attorney-General  Cocke.)  Did  I  or  did  I  not  understand  you  to  say  that  as  to 
the  first  return  you  do  not  know  whether  it  had  been  filled  up  or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  filled  up  or  not ;  we  were  all  called  upon  to  sign  the  paper  and 
to  get  out  of  the  house. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  are  the  circumstances  connected  with  your  being  up  here  and  being  before 
the  board  to-day  or  yesterday  ;  who  asked  you  to  be  here  T— A.  I  was  just  sent  for,  and 
came  here. 

Q.  Who  sent  for  you ;  who  were  you  informed  had  sent  for  you  ? — A.  Some  several 
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of  them  told  me  I  ought  to  be  here — several  dififerent  persons,  when  the  rest  of  the 
party  came  on  and  left  me,  and  the  party  I  was  coming  with  didn't  know  I  was  com- 
ing at  all. 
Q.  Whom  did  you  come  with  ?— A.  I  came  with  Floyd  Dukes  and  Dr.  Carew. 

By  General  Barlow  : 

Q.  Did  not  the  witness  receive  any  message  that  he  had  better  come  ? — A.  I  did  not 
from  here. 

Q.  Well,  from  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Came  here  of  your  own  volition  f — A.  Came  right  on. 

Q.  Without  any  intimation  or  suggestion ;  paid  your  own  fare  ? — A.  Paid  my  own 
fare ;  paid  my  own  expenses. 

Q.  From  a  pure  love  of  justice  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Whom  have  you  been  with  since  you  have  come  here  ! — A.  I  have  been  with  sev- 
eral ;  I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  place ;  I  stopped  with  Blitch  and  Floyd  Dukes  last 
night. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  house  yon  stopped  at  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Has  any  money  been  promised  you  or  anything  else  for  testifying  here  to-day?— 
A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  not.  Z^^ 

Q.  Mr.  Moore,  was  anything  said  to  you  before  the  election  about  influencing  the 
precinct  of  Archer  in  favor  of  either  party  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  asked  by  any  person  to  use  your  influence  in  favor  of  the  democrats 
or  republicans  ? — A.  I  was  not,  only  what  I  used  myself.  I  used  what  little  influence 
I  could  in  favor  of  the  republican  party  ;  in  their  behalf. 

Q.  At  whose  house  did  you  receive  that  money  for  signing  that  first  affidavit ! — ^A. 
The  one  I  signed  t 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  received  it  from  L.  A.  Barnes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  L.  G.  Dennis  in  regard  to  this  money  ? — 
A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  did  the  ofi'er  come  from  Mr.  Barnes  to  you ;  directly  from  himself,  or  as 
coming  from  another  party  ? — A.  Coming  from  another  party. 

Q.  And  that  other  party,  as  I  understand  you,  was  Mr.  Dennis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  paper,  for  which  you  received  one  hundred  dollars,  read  over  to  you  at 
any  time?— A.  If  I  have  made  no  mistake,  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  contents  of  it  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  anybody  present  when  Mr.  Barnes  gave  you  the  one  hundred  dollars  ? — A. 
No  one  saw  it,  I  don't  think. 

THE  AFFIDAVIT. 

Q.  Look  at  that  affidavit  and  see  if  it  is  the  one  you  signed. — A.  Head  it  for  me, 
please. 

The  Chairman,  [reading.  ] 
"  State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

"Before  me  came  personally  Green  E.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Alachua  County,  Florida;  that  he  is  a  registered  voter 
of  said  county  and  State ;  that  he  acted  as  an  inspector  of  election  at  the  pre- 
cinct known  as  Archer  j^recinct  No.  2,  in  said  county,  at  a  general  election 
for  presidential  electors,  members  of  Congress,  and  State  officers,  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  that  he  was  duly  qualified  as  such  inspector ;  that 
his  presence  at  the  polls  at  said  precinct  was  continuous,  from  the  opening  of  the  polls 
at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  until  sun.set  of  said  day ;  that  he  si^ed  the  certificate  of  the 
result  of  election  at  said  precinct,  (or  authorized  one  of  his  colleagues,  inspectors  at 
said  precinct,  so  to  do,)  which  certificate  was  a  proper  and  correct  return  of  the  votes 
cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day ;  that  since  so  certifying  he  has  been  induced  to  make 
an  affidavit  representing  such  certificate  of  returns'to  be  an  incorrect  return  of  the 
vot^s  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day ;  that  said  affidavit  was  extorted  from  him  while 
under  the  pressure  of  strong  mental  excitement." 

The  Witness.  I  stopped  them  there.  When  they  read  that  to  me  I  told  them  I  had 
never  been  excited,  and  I  would  like  to  have  them 'strike  that  out. 

The  Chairman,  (continuing  the  reading.)  "  Strong  mental  excitement,  and  is  false  in 
every  particular,  and  should  not  bo  taken  as  casting  a  doubt  upon  or  in  any  way  aflect- 
ing  the  validity  or  correctness  of  the  return  of  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2, 
and  certified  to  by  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct  as  aforesaid. 

"GREEN  R.  MOORE. 

"  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20,  A.  D.  1876. 

"  W.  K.  CESSNA. 

"  County  Judge." 
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Q.  Is  that  your  signature  f— A.  Yes ;  that  is  my  signature.  This  last  was  filled  out 
afterwards.    I  only  signed  it,  but  never  swore  to  it. 

Q.  That  was  filled  out  after  you  signed  your  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  before  that  bottom 
part  was  tilled  out. 

Attorney-General  Cocke.  It  is  the  seal  of  the  court  and  county  judge. 
The  Chairman.   I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  the  handwriting  of  the  county 
judge,  but  here  is  the  seal. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Will  you  read  the  jurat? 

The  Chairman.  (Reading.)  "Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November 
20, 1876. 

"W.  K.  CESSNA, 

"  County  Judge. 
'*  Signed  in  the  presence  of— 
**JoHN  W.  Raymond. 

"L.  A.  Barnes."  j 

[The  county  seal  attached.] 

Q.  Was  this  L.  A.  Barnes  that  signed  here  the  same  man  who  offered  you  the 
money  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Moore,  you  will  remain  in  town  until  further  orders. 

General  Barlow.  I  do  not  object  that  this  testimony  should  be  taken.  I  think  it  is 
very  desirable  that  it  should  be  takeu;  but  I  simply  want  to  call  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  this :  That  they  are  taking  up  the  time  of  this  board,  and  this  is  a  matter 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  law,  seems  to  be  entirely  immaterial.  They  call  a 
witness  on  their  side  to  correct  our  return,  and  then  they  propose  to  impeach  him  as 
unworthy  of  credit.  I  am  very  glad  to  have  this  testimony  taken,  but  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  that  they  are  taking  up  a  great  deal  of  time  in  impeaching 
and  trying  to  show  that  their  own  witness  is  unworthy  of  credit. 

Mr.  Sellers.  And  that  the  judge  who  took  your  affidavits  that  219  men  voted  in 
that  precinct  took  this. 

General  Barlow.  Here  is  a  clerk  of  the  court  and  seal  of  the  court  against  a  man 
who  swears  he  is  a  perjurer  and  that  he  is  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Raney.  If  the  gentlemen  knew  as  much  about  our  State  as  we  do,  he  would 
know  that  affidavits  of  this  kind  have  been  very  frequent  in  the  last  eight  years. 

TESTLMOXY  OF  FLOYD  DUKES. 

Floyd  Dukes  sworn  for  the  democrats. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  an  inspector  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  Alachua  County,  Florida, 
.  at  a  general  election  there  on  the  7th  of  November  ? — Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  cast  at  the  poll  at  that  election  at  that  precinct  f— A.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  (11^.) 

Q.  How  many  democratic  and  how  many  republican  ? — A.  It  was  near — there  was 
not  more  than  four  or  five  either  way. 

Q.  Between  the  republican  and  democratic  electors  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  votes  the  republican  electors  got  ? — A.  No ;  I  do 
not  remember  that  no  more  than  I  remember  what  Drew  and  Stearns  got. 

Q.  Well,  state  how  many  Drew  got  ? — A.  Drew  got  136  and  Stearns  180. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  closing  of  the  polls  f—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  took  place ;  how  did  you  proceed  when  the  polls  were  declared  to  be 
closed  f — A.  The  box  carried  out  and  fixed  up,  do  you  mean? 

Q.  How  did  you  make  out  the  count  ? — A.  They  were  strung  on  a  string. 

Q.  The  ballots  were  ? — A.  Yee,  I  strung  them  myself,  and  then  the  box  was  closed, 
when  the  tickets  were  all  crammed  in  the  box  on  the  string,  and  the  box  was  locked, 
and  Black  he  took  the  box — he  and  Green  Moore — and  sealed  it  up,  sealed  up  the  top 
with  a  piece  of  sealing-wax. 

Q.  How  many  ballots  were  there ;  how  many  votes  ? — A.  How  many  votes  was  in  the 
box,  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  Yes,  that  were  strung  on  that  string? — A.  Three  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  way 
they  were  counted.  Black  didn't  say  how  many  there  was  when  he  counted  tbem, 
but  stuck  them  in  the  box  there,  and  the  clerk  there  he  give  in,  and  said  to  Tucker 
there  was  180  for  Stearns  and  136  for  Drew. 

Q.  Who  kept  the  poll-list  at  the  election  and  took  down  the  names? — A.  Vance,  the 
clerk. 

Q.  Was  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election  made  out  then  ;  the  writing  show- 
ing what  the  vote  was— was  that  written  out  then  ? — A.  Yes, sir;  it  was  written  out. 

Q.  Was  it  read  f  Did  you  hear  it  read  after  they  wrote  it  out  ?— A.  I  disremember 
whether  they  read  it  ont  or  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  sign  it  or  authorize  any  one  to  sign  it  for  yon  ? — A.  Black  signed  it. 

Q.  Were  not  you  an  inspector  ?— A.  Yes,  air. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486  FLORIDA — THE  STATE  CANVASS. 

Q.  Did  you  authorize  Black  to  sign  it  f — A.  They  said  sign  it. 

Q.  You  told  them  to  sign  your  name  to  it— to  that  certificate  f — A.  In  there  where 
the  box  was  t 

Q.  Yes.— A.  They  all  signed,  and  they  told  me  to  sign  the  certificate. 

Q.  You  told  some  one  to  sign  your  name  as  inspector  I — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  this  paper  that  was  signed  written  out  by  the  clerk  before  they  signed  it  ? 
Did  you  sign  a  blank  paper,  or  did  you  see  the  paper  at  all  t — A.  I  got  up  and  was 
standing  there,  and  he  said,  "  Here,  sign  these  papers  here."  Vance  asked  me  if  I 
could  sign  my  name.    I  told  him  no,  I  couldn't  sigu,  and  Black  told  me  to  touch  the  pen. 

Q.  And  you  touched  the  pen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  General  BAia.ow : 
Q.  Was  that  paper  filled  up  ?— A.  I  never  knowed  whether  it  was  filled  up  or  not. 
Q.  Can  you  read  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Well,  did  yon  go  with  the  returns  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not  go  with  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  returns  any  more  after  that  f— A.  I  no\ner  saw  them  any  more 
after  the  box  went  out  of  the  house. 

Q.  You  never  saw  the  ballot-box  or  the  returns  any  more  after  they  left  the  house 
that  evening  ? — A.  I  never  saw  them  any  more  after  that  night.  I  went  to  Black's 
bouse  and  they  would  not  let  me  in  ;  they  would  not  lot  me  go  to  see. 

Q.  Yon  have  made  two  affidavits  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  why  did  you  make  two 
difterent  affidavits  ?— A.  Why  did  I  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  made  an  affidavit  in  Vance's  office. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  affidavit  at  Vance's  office  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  made  a  diflferent  affidavit  at  Judge  Dawkins's  office  t — A,  Yee,  sir. 

Q,  Why  did  you  do  this  f — ^A.  They  wanted,  I  suppose,  to  keep  everything  straight. 

By  Attorney-General  Cocke  : 

Q.  You  made  an  affidavit ;  what  evidence  have  you  that  you  are  making  an  affidavit 
to  the  truth  ? — A.  I  make  an  affidavit  to  teU  the  truth. 

Q.  You  can't  read,  and  you  can't  understand  what  is  read  to  you ;  then  you  cannot 
tell  whether  you  are  telling  the  truth  or  not;  in  other  words,  you  leave  it  to  the  men  f 
— A.  Yes,  that  is  true  enough,  I  can't  read ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  I  cannot  make 
an  affidavit  that  is  right  and  honest. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  made  an  affidavit  that  was  read  to  you,  that  the  number  of  votes  cast 

Mr.  Ranky.  Has  he  made  that  affidavit  f  You  say  he  has  made  it ;  read  the  affidavit 
and  ask  him  if  ho  made  it ;  that  is  a  fair  way. 

The  Chairman.  Very  well ;  I  will  read  this  affidavit  and  ask  you  if  you  authorized 
it  to  be  signed. 

(The  chairman  read  Dukes's  affidavit.) 

Q.  Did  you  make  that  affidavit  or  authorize  any  one  to  sign  ItT — A.  That  affidavit 
that  I  signed  was  535.    Did  I  do  it  or  nott 

Q.  Yes.— A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  do  it. 

Q.  Was  this  affidavit  read  to  you  f — A,  Never  been  read ;  I  ut  I  will  tell  you  what  it 
was.  Mr.  Walls  and  Mr.  Belton  was  in  my  house  last  baUnrilay  morning  gone  a  week 
to  get  me  to  sign  an  affidavit.    Walls  oflFered  n   *525  to  w<ri5  it, and  I  would  not  do  it. 

Q.  Have  you,  then,  signed  any  other  affidavi  except  the  one  giving  the  vote  as  136 
for  Mr.  Drew  and  180  for  Mr.  Stearns  T — A.  No,  si. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  affidavit  you  have  signed!  -A.  Ye  sir;  that  is  the  only  affida- 
vit I  have  signed. 

Mr.  NoYES.  Suppose  you  ask  him  if  Lc  si^ed  or  authorized  anybody  to  sign  for  him 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Belton  f 

The  Chairman,  (to  witness.)  Yon  can  answer  the  question. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  effort  made  at  any  time  by  auy  person  to  frighten  you  or  intimidate  you 
to  sign  an  affidavit  f — A.  No,  sir ;  there  wasn't  anything  of  that  sort;  but  I  have  been 
fngbtoned  to  get  out  of  the  way  ot  peo^»le.  If  anybody  i.s  to  frighten  me  to  sign  an 
affidavit,  it  ain't  been  done. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  there  were  136  votes  cast  for  Drew  and  180  cast  for 
Stearns  ? — A.  I  just  know  from  what  Vance  said,  the  clerk. 

Q.  What  time  did  he  say  this  ? — A.  I  don't  know  exactly  what  time;  it  was  eleven 
o'clock. 

Q.  Before  the  hour  or  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  ?— A.  It  was  after  the  box  was 
shut  up. 

Q.  When  you  heard  Vance  state  what  the  vote  was,  was  it  after  they  had  closed  the 
polls  and  they  had  counted  the  vote,  or  before  ? — A.  Before,  just  as  we  were  about  to 
close  the  polls  ;  Vance  was  up  in  the  window  then  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Did  any  one  else  offer  you  money  to  sign  any  other  affidavit  f — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Walls  offered  you  money  to  sign  an  affidavit,  you  have  told  us  to-day.  Did  any 
one  else  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  another  man,  a  stranji^e  man  to  me ;  I  didn't  talk  to 
him,  bnt  he  told  me  if  I  would  go  up  to  the  office  I  could  get  a  hundred  dollars. 

i^.  Did  he  tell  you  what  he  wanted  you  to  do  ? — A.  No ;  he  said,  "  Gro  round  to  the 
office ;  be  round  there  after  eight  o'clock  at  night."    This  was  at  Gainesville. 

Q.  What  office?— A.  He  didn't  say  what  office,  but  he  said  he  would  see  me  again 
after  a  little. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  Last  Monday  gone  a  week. 

Q.  How  did  it  happen  that  you  came  up  here  f— A.  I  got  with  Dr.  Carew ;  came 
with  him. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  come  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  particularly. 

Q.  Did  any  one  else  ask  you  to  come  up  here  f — A.  No  one  else. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  coming  up  ? — A.  He  said  if  I  wanted  to  take  a  ride 
with  him,  I  was  welcome  to  go  on  with  him. 

Q.  What  was  your  idea  in  coming  up  here  T — A.  He  didn't  tell  me  what  he  wanted. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  when  you  started  what  you  came  here  for  ? — A.  I  didn't  know 
where  I  was  going. 

Q.  You  were  taking  a  ride  with  Dr.  Carew  ? — A.  Taking  a  ride. 

Q.  Who  have  you  been  with  and  talked  with  since  you  have  been  in  Tallahassee  T — 
A.  I  ain't  been  talking  with  anybody  but  Dr.  Carew. 

Q.  What  has  Dr.  Carew  been  talking  with  you  about  ? — A.  He  told  me  to  tell  the 
truth  and  what  I  knowed  about  that  box.  • 

Q.  You  knew  you  were  coming  here  to  testify  about  that  box  f — A.  I  thought  maybe 
I  was  going  to  Jacksonville.    I  didn't  know  where  I  was  going. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Dr.  Carew  what  you  thought  the  truth  was  about  this  box? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have. 

Q.  What  did  Dr.  Carew  say  about  it  ? — ^A.  Just  told  me  to  tell  the  truth  about  it ;  to 
tell  that  and  nothing  else. 

Q.  No  one  else  offered  you  any  money  for  coming  up  here  ? — A.  Not  a  cent  of  mone^. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  your  way  on  the  road  ? — A.  I  paid  part  myself,  and  Dr.  Carew  jjaid 
some  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fleming  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoii  know  whether  or  not  he  was  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Sam  Fleming,  he  was  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  meaning  of  the  word  **  duress  ?" — A.  Yes,  I  guess  I  do. 

Q.  What  does  it  mean  ?— A.  It  means  to  "  arrest  "  me  ;  ain't  it  ? 

Q.  Were  all  the  votes  counted  before  the  clerk  gave  the  result  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he 
had  counted  them. 

Q.  He  counted  them  all  before  he  told  you  what  the  result  was  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  there  in  the  box  ? — A.  Three  hundred  and  sixteen ;  that 
was  all  of  them.  They  were  all  strung  on  a  string,  and  just  stuck  down  in  the  box. 
I  strung  them. 

Q.  You  strung  them  ;  did  you  count  them  ? — A.  I  didn't  count  them,  but  I  saw 
Black  count  them. 

Q.  You  strung  the  ballots ;  did  you  see  any  ballots  or  votes  in  the  box  that  were 
not  strung  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see  any  in  there  that  were  not  strung. 

The  Chairman,  (to  witness.)  You  can  retire  from  the  room,  but  must  remain  in  the 
place  until  you  are  informed.    We  may  want  more  of  you. 

TESTIMONY  OF  JAMES  B.   BKOWN. 

James  B.  Brown  sworn  for  the  democrats. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Brown,  you  are  a  citizen  of  Alachua? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  or  has  been  a  rifle  company  or  other  democratic 
organization  in  Alachua  County  ?— A.  There  is  none  there  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  one,  further  than  in  th«  democratic  party  there  may  be  a  Tilden  and 
Hendricks  club,  just  as  a  Hayes  and  Wheeler  club  in  the  republican  party. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  a  rifle-club  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  in 
town. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  the  ballot-box  was  brought  from  Archer  precinct  No.  2  to 
Gainesville? — A.  I  couldn't  say  when  it  wns  brought. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  its  being  deposited  in  the  court-house  ?— A.  I  don't  know  at  what 
hour.  I  saw  one  of  the  inspectors,  or  a  man  publishinl  as  being  an  inspector,  with 
onrt  of  the  ballot-boxes  under  his  arm,  going  towards  the  courthouse. 

Q.  D  »  you  know  whether  the  boxes  were  guarded  at  the  court-house  ? — A.  No,  sir; 
the  ballot-boxes  were  not  guarded.  There  was  a  watch  kept.  It  was  reported — will 
you  allow  me  to  state  the  report  ? 

Q.  Gro  on. — A.  It  was  reported  that  Mr.  Dennis  intended  to  seize  the  box^s  at  night 
and  change  the  result  of  the  election ;  and  to  guard  against  that,  I,  with  others,  kept 
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near  from  time  to  time,  to  see  that  it  was  not  done  at  night.  I  was  not  in  the  conrt- 
hoase,  nor  didn't  see  it ;  bat  the  boxes,  I  presume,  were  locked  ui).  I  had  the  clerk's 
word  for  it  that  they  were  locked  up  in  his  office.  I  was  not  in  during  the  time  I 
was  watching  the  court-house,  but  staid  outside  merely  to  see  that  no  one  troubled 
them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  foundation  of  this  rumor  that  Dennis  was  going  to  seize  the 
boxes  f — A.  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  report,  and  for  safety  the  watch  was  set. 

Q.  How  many  persons  were  around  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  they  were  not 
seized  ? — A.  Not  more  than  two  at  any  time. 

Q.  Were  you  armed  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  1  had  none,  nor  saw  none. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  kept  up  ;  the  entire  night  ? — A.  Two  or  three  nights.  I  don't 
recollect  when  that  report  was  started. 

Q.  Were  there  relays  of  guards  put  on  ? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  voluntary  thing;  we 
just  watched. 

Q.  Two  men  did  not  watch  all  the  time  f — A.  No,  sir ;  others  took  the  watch. 

Q.  Did  any  one  make  an  eflfort  to  get  the  ballot-boxes  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

General  Barlow.  I  think  both  sides  will  agree  that  witnesses  ought  not  to  do  as 
has  been  done  several  times,  to  refer  to  statements  made  by  other  persons.  I  think  the 
witnesses  ought  to  be  careful  about  that. 

Captain  Dknnis.  The  witness  states  that  he  saw  a  person,  advertised  as  inspector, 
carrying  a  box.    Ask  him  who  the  person  was  and  the  time  of  day. 

The  Chairman.  State,  Mr.  Brown. 

A.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Black,  and  going  in  the  direction  of  the  court-house. 

Q.  In  the  day-time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  day  after  the  election  T — A.  The  day  after  election. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  this  box  was  carried  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Dennis  ? — A.  I  do 
not. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  court-house  when  the  vote  was  canvassed  f — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  was  invited  there  to  be  present  when  the  vote  was  counted. 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  that  you  heard  announced  at  the  county  canvass  f — A.  I  don't 
recollect  from  all  the  different  precincts. 

Q.  Archer  precinct  No.  2  ? — A.  No.  2,  as  read  from  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  cer- 
tificate, was  399  for  Governor  Steams,  and  136  for  Drew ;  the  same  number  for  Bisbee 
for  Congress,  and  141  for  J.  J.  Finley. 

Q.  At  Gainesville  it  was  so  announced  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  counted  it. 

Governor  Noyes.  We  shall  want  to  examine  further  witnesses  at  the  proper  time 
orally.    I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  more  affidavits  to  offer. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Bisbee.  In  Columbia  County,  we  have  objections  against  two  precincts. 

(Mr.  Bisbee  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  against  the  return  of 
Columbia  County.) 

Mr.  Bisbee.  We  are  unable  to  state  at  present  whether  we  shall  be  desirous  of  ex- 
amining witnesses  or  not.  We  ask  the  privilege  of  doing  so  after  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  shall  furnish  their  proof. 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  must  be  apparent  to  counsel  that  too  much  time  is  consumed  in  pre- 
senting these  cases.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  great  deal  of  time  might  be  saved  by  having 
the  papers  arranged,  without  going  through  this  formula  of  taking  them  down.  All 
papers  are  filed,  and  each  party  have  liberty  to  have  access  to  them  at  any  time  and 
examine  them  closely,  and  it  seems  to  the  board  that  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  read  the 
specifications  and  file  the  papers.  We  have  been  here  now  for  days,  and  have  made 
very  little  progress.  Alachua  County,  the  first  county  we  commenced  on,  is  not  con- 
cluded, and  the  board  has  really  done  no  work.  We  are  really  sitting  here  going 
through  with  the  formula  of  filing  papers.  I  have  consulted  with  the  members  of  the 
board,  and  we  have  decided  in  the  future  to  exact  that  the  papers  be  filed  without 
delay.    The  counsel  must  arrange  their  specifications  and  file  their  papers  at  once. 

Mr.  Arnt.  I  would  make  the  suggestion  that  the  specifications  be  made  to-day,  and 
the  responses  be  made  by  to-morrow  noon,  and  then  the  board  can  take  charge  of  them. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  can  file  all  of  ours  to-day. 

Mr.  McLiN.  You  may  file  as  many  as  you  are  ready  for. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  would  suggest  to  counsel  that  they  follow  the  ordinary  practice  known 
to  practical  lawyers— contestant  and  respondent  plead  their  case,  and  just  submit  the 
case,  with  such  arguments  as  they  choose  to  reduce  to  writing. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  suppose  that  to  be  the  rule,  but  the  practice  has  been  quite  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Sellers.  We  are  satisfied  that  all  the  proofs  be  filed  to-day  and  the  responses 
to-morrow ;  but  I  would  state  to  the  board  in  regard  to  Columbia,  we  are  not  prepared 
to  make  a  statement  to-day, 

Mr.  Cocke.  That  is  a  peculiar  provision  in  reference  to  time.  The  case  ought  to  be 
made  out  as  a  law  case  or  a  chancery  case.    Courts  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  wait 
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for  parties.    When  they  have  time  they  ought  to  give  more  latitude.    If  we  go  on  this 
way  we  shall  not  get  through  until  spring. 

Governor  Noyks.  If  the  board  will  lay  down  a  rule  we  will  endeavor  to  follow  it. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  think  we  will  make  a  rule,  and  that  is  to  adhere  to  the  strict  ordinary 
practice  of  the  courts. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Allow  me  to  make  a  snggestion,  that  each  party  shall  furnish  a  copy  of 
the  specifications  to  the  opposite  side  in  the  cases  yet  to  be  presented — that  will  refer 
to  two  or  three  of  them  ;  and  that  no  papers  be  allowed  to  be  filed  later  than  Saturday 
morning.  It  might  be  that  Saturday  afternoon  might  be  allowed  for  filing  responses. 
In  most  cases  we  are  put  upon  notice  for  the  first  time  within  two  or  three  days  of 
the  time  of  the  closing  of  th9  count ;  and  from  the  counties  that  are  remote  it  takes 
time  to  get  evidence  together,  and  it  is  hardly  fair  to  pnt  off  matters  until  late  in  the 
week. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  certain  parties  were  arrested  several  weeks  ago, 
and  have  been  in  jail  ever  since  ?  ^ 

Mr.  P.isco.  Not  that  I  have  been  informed. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Such  is  the  case,  and  it  is  in  this  that  the  republican  party  claimed 
that  there  had  been  intimidation.     I  do  not  say  that  it  was  anything  more. 

NO  POWER  TO  ACT  IN   CASES  OP  INTIMIDATION. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  would  like  the  board  to  give  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  intimidation.  You  will  understand  my  thoaght  in  a  moment.  I  would  have  con- 
sidered in  reading  your  act  of  1872  that  your  entire  jurisdiction  was  confined  to  the 
inquiry  into  the  falsity,  fraud,  or  irregularity  of  a  return ;  that  it  is  not  of  the  slightest 
consequence  whether  by  intimidation  or  duress  that  people  did  not  come  to  the  place 
of  voting.  I  understand  that  if  a  man  is  at  the  polls  and  has  a  ballot  in  bis  hand,  or 
that  he  is  carried  to  the  polls  and  put  in  a  position  that  he  did  not  intend,  it  would  be 
your  duty  to  correct  the  return  in  that  particular.  But  I  do  not  understand  this  talk 
of  intimidation.  I  cannot  perceive  that  you  have  the  slightest  jurisdiction,  under  the 
act  of  1872,  even  if  you  found  that  there  was  a  riot  in  any  county,  to  go  beyond  inquir- 
ing into  the  vot^s  actually  cast.  That  is  the  limit  of  your  jurisdiction.  You  stand 
on  the  returns,  if  no  falsity,  fraud,  or  irregularity  is  shown,  and  if  it  is  shown  thus, 
with  reference  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  lawful  vote  actually  cast;  not  what  would 
have  been  cast  if  a  man  bad  not  been  cast  into  a  dungeon,  or  killed  or  hung.  I  do 
not  think,  therefore,  that  time  ought  to  be  taken  np  in  the  specifications  on  the 
question  of  a  general  intimidation  that  does  not  aftect  the  vote  cast,  for  I  think  you 
have  no  power  beyond  that. 

Mr.  BiSBEE.  I  do  not  desire  to  make  any  law  argument,  but  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  Pasco  that  everything  be  filed  by  Saturday,  wo  shall  be  able  to  comply 
with  that  with  reference  to  filing  pleadings  and  specifications,  but  from  some  remote 
conn  ties  some  important  testimony  may  reach  us  after  that  date,  and  I  do  not  desire 
the  board  should  confine  themselves  to  a  rule  that  they  would  not  receive  any  evi- 
dence after  that  time.  Some  of  our  counties  are  a  long  way  from  Tallahassee,  and  the 
means  of  travel  limited. 

^  Mr.  Pasco.  We  are  satisfied  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  this  question  of  intimida- 
tion should  be  settled,  for  we  have  a  large  amount  of  testimony  that  would  be  intro- 
duced in  consequence  of  the  greatest  intimidation  of  colored  democrats  in  many  of  the 
counties  of  this  State.  We  have,  being  satisfied  after  an  examination  of  the  law  that 
your  honors  had  not  jurisdiction  to  go  into  that  question,  refrained  from  collecting 
evidence  of  that  kind.  There  has  been  a  large  amount ;  and  if  that  matter  is  to  be 
gone  into,  it  wonld  take  an  interminable  time  to  finish  it.  But  a  great  deal  of  testi- 
mony of  that  kind  is  available  for  our  party,  charging  and  proving  that  democrats  in 
many  counties  were  compelled  to  voce  the  republican  ticket  by  force  and  violence  and 
personal  threats,  and  abns^  by  inspectors,  republican  officers ;  and  if  the  board  pro- 
poses to  go  into  that  matter,  we  should  like  an  opportunity  of  knowing  it,  so  that 
there  may  be  some  other  counties  considered  as  well  as  Columbia  ;  and  if  these  matters 
are  to  be  brought  up  on  one  side,  they  may  be  on  the  other.  But  it  seems  to  me  desir- 
able now  for  this  board  to  decide  whether  they  will  go  beyond  the  actual  jurisdiction 
as  laid  down  in  the  law. 

THE  reception  OF  TESTLMONY. 

Mr.  CoCKE.  For  one,  I  shall  express  no  opinion  as  to  what  my  views  are  on  that  point 
nntil  it  is  submitted  for  adjudication.    I  offer  this  resolution  : 

Bfwlved,  That  on  Saturday  morning  the  list  of  cases  will  be  called  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  presidential  electors,  and  the  contestants  and  respondents  will  be  required 
to  file  their  papers,  and  counsel  can  make  such  arrangements  as  they  choose  about 
completing  it. 

Crovemor  Noyes.  Does  that  mean  their  testimony  or  their  pleadings  ? 

Mr.  Cocke.  File  the  evidence  and  all  the  papers  to  be  used,  for  it  would  be  useless 
to  make  this  rule  unless  it  included  them  all. 
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Mr.  Chandler.  As  to  the  charges  on  each  side^  we  are  williDg,  but  not  as  to  the 
testimony.    We  will  file  atll  the  testimony  we  have  then,  of  course. 

Mr.  Cocke.  This  is  not  an  ordinary  case  of  law,  where  you  ask  for  a  continuance  of 
time.  We  are  here  under  peculiar  circumstances ;  we  must  act  within  a  certain  time ; 
we  must  act  on  the  information  we  have,  and  if  we  have  not  information,  we  must  go 
upon  the  documents  before  us.  We  offer  an  opportunity  to  make  a  case  by  contest, 
and  respondents  have  an  opportunity  to  reply,  and  put  the  board  in  possession  of  all 
the  facts  upon  which  they  rely.  If  they  do  not  do  that,  of  course,  the  board  is  sitting 
for  nothing. 

Mr.  Chandler.  The  board  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  republican  counties  are  few 
and  accessible,  and  the  democratic  counties  are  many  and  remote.  Now,  we  ask  the 
board  not  to  lay  down  an  iron  rule.  We  will  put  in  our  testimony  as  fast  as  we  get  it, 
but  we  should  not  like  to  be  cut  off  from  putting  in  testimony  until  the  last  possible 
moment  which  the  board  can  fix. 

Mr^  Sellers.  We  do  not  design  to  take  up  much  time,  but  we  would  like  the  board 
to  give  a  little  time  for  au  argument  which  shall  cover  the  whole  case. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  merely  wish  to  intimate  that  there  should  be  some  rules  adopted  here 
that  should  expedite  business.  The  electoral  college  has  to  meet  next  week,  and  our 
time  is  very  limited. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  think  it  is  very  important  the  precise  powers  of  the  board  should  be 
settled,  as  Mr.  Sellers  suggests. 

Mr.  Sellers.  If  this  board  is  willing  to  say  that  they  have  power  to  exclude  a  pre- 
cinct on  account  of  intimidation,  let  them  say  it.  The  point  is  only  made  by  me  to 
save  time  all  round. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  have  had  that  act  under  consideration  for  the  last  four  years  and  my 
opinion  is  made  up  on  it.  I  do  not  feel  satisfied  to  advance  it  here.  I  have  my  opin- 
ion on  that,  however. 

Mr.  Barlow.  If  any  return  is  found  to  be  so  false,  fraudulent,  or  irregular,  and, 
under  the  strict  meaning  of  the  language,  that  they  can  only  inquire  whether  it  is  so, 
we  admit  that  that  return  shall  not  be  valid. 

Mr.  Hilton.  In  other  words,  can  be  shown  to  be. 

Mr.  Barlow.  By  proving  that  a  man  vot^  illegally  you  do  not  show  that  return 
false,  fraudulent,  or  irregular.  We  are  all  satisfied  that  if  you  show  that  a  man  under 
age  voted,  you  must  admit  that  the  construction  of  this  law  is  not  confined  to  the  nar- 
row technical  meaning  of  taking  the  return.  It  seems  to  me  something  more  than 
that.  Now,  if  it  means  that  it  goes  so  far  that  the  men  who  have  not  voteS  shall  have 
their  vote  under  a  certain  state  of  facts,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  think  it  important  that 
the  board  determine  this  point. 

THE  board  i*j  1874. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  am  willlDg  to  say  this,  that  I  drew  up  an  elaborate  opinion  that  was 
submitted  to  the  board,  and  they  agreed  with  me  in  reference  to  all  the  points  that  I 
expressed.  It  was  an  opinion  that  was  published  in  several  of  the  papers  of  this  State 
in  the  canvass  of  1874.  If  the  board  wishes,  I  will  read  that  opinion.  I  have  my  opin- 
ion made  up ;  it  has  been  made  up  upon  the  point  suggested  by  counsel. 

(governor  Noyes.  If  I  understand  the  proposition  of  the  distinguished  gentleman, 
Mr.  Sellers,  it  is  this«  that  yon  are  limited  to  a  consideration  of  the  votes  actually  cast, 
and  that  that  must  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  letter  of  the  law  which  says  you 
shall  examine  the  return.  Now,  if  I  understand  the  gentleman's  proposition,  it  resolves 
itself  simply  into  this  :  they  may  inquire,  as  they  have  inquired  by  evidence  already,  as 
to  whether  a  man  is  eighteen  or  twenty-one  years  old,  all  which  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  vote  actually  cast.  It  is  in  the  ballot-box ;  the  return  may  show  that  vote  cast ; 
and  yet  these  gentlemen  undertake  to  say,  while  admitting  that  the  person  casting 
one  of  those  votes  was  not  competent,  that  if  there  was  a  colored  man  held  back  from 
the  polls,  and  was  not  allowed  to  go  there,  so  as  to  cast  his  vote,  you  have  no  right 
to  inquire  into  it.  Now,  if  such  a  law  as  that  is  to  prevail,  I  cannot  understand  the 
justice  of  it. 

Mr.  Hilton.  With  your  permission,  I  recollect  very  distinctly  that  this  board  two 
years  ago  defined  its  powers  in  a  set  of  resolutions ;  probably  you  recollect  it  yourselves. 
Now,  whether  those  resolutions  specifically  cover  this  point  I  do  not  know  ;  but,  if  the 
board  has,  at  a  time  when  there  was  less  feeling  than  now,  defined  its  powers,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  board  would  like  to  recur  to  that  definition  ;  and  if  it  covered  the 
case,  why,  probably  it  would  save  argument  here  now.  I  do  not  recollect  the  terras  in 
which  it  defined  its  powers  under  the  act.  but  recollect  the  opinion  of  the  attorney- 
general  was  then  roatl  and  printed,  as  he  himself  truly  says.  But  I  recollect,  further- 
more, that  there  were  specific  resolutions  defining  the  powers  of  the  board  under  this 
statute  of  1872. 

Mr.  BiSBRE.  I  desire  to  say  a  word.  I  do  not  think  the  point  of  the  law  is  properly 
before  the  board.  The  charge  we  make  in  Columbia  County  does  not  raise  it.  We 
charge  that  the  person  was  compelled  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket    We  do  not  ask 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY   OP  THOMAS   H.    VANCE.  441 

yoo  to  connt  votes  that  were  kept  out  of  the  ballot-box.  We  charge  that  they  were 
forced  against  their  will  by  intimidation  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.    The  point  asked  to  be  decided  is  not  raised  here  yet. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  will  read  the  rale  in  regard  to  filing  papers : 

^^Besolved.  That  on  Saturday  morning  the  list  of  cases  will  be  called  in  relation  to  the 
presidential  electors,  and  contestants  and  respondents  will  be  required  to  file  their 
papers,  the  board  reserving  to  itself  the  right  to  receive  testimony  thereafter  if  it  shall 
think  proper." 

Mr.  Fasco.  Would  that  apply  to  Dade  County  if  it  came  in  after  that  time  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  is  not  so  ri^d  that  we  cannot  relax  it. 

Mr.  Cocke.  I  would  be  willing  to  take  up  Dade  when  it  comes  in,  even  at  the  elev- 
enth hour,  if  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  meeting  of  the  electoral  college. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Is  counsel  prepared  to  file  papers  in  any  county  at  this  time  f 

Mr.  Pasco.  It  would  take  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  order  to  prepare  Duval. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Mr.  Pasco,  suppose  you  read  your  specifications  and  file  your  proofe  after- 
ward. 

Governor  Notes.  I  suggest  that  we  now  adjourn.  We  have  our  papers  in  process  of 
preparation  on  both  sides,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  facilitate  business  if  we  let 
the  attorneys  go  to  work  and  have  their  work  finished  up. 

Mr.  Cocke.  If  any  one  wishes  to  file  a  paper  in  the  mean  time,  he  may  have  the 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

The  board  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


FIFTH  DAY. 

December  1, 1876. 
The  board  of  canvassers  met  pursuant  to  adjournment   at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Governor  Noyes.  We  desire  to  have  called  Mr.  Vance  as  a  witness. 

Thomas  H.  Vance  sworn  for  the  republicans. 
Examined  by  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  name  t — Answer.  Thomas  H.  Vance. 

Q.  What  is  your  age  ? — A.  About  thirty-eight  years  of  age. 

Q.  Where  were  you  bom  f — A.  I  was  born  in  Canada. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  an  education  ? — A.  A  common-school  education,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  residing  in  Florida  T — A.  Going  on  three  years,  sir ;  two 
years  and  a  little  oyer. 

Q.  Where  did  you  live  in  Canada,  and  where  were  you  educated  t — ^A.  I  was  bom  in 
Stockton,  Canada  West.  After  I  was  about  eight  years  old,  my  parents  moved  to  Buf- 
felo,  New  York  State,  and  there  I  received  a  common-school  education. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  on  the  7th  of  November,  at  Archer  precinct 
No.  2f— A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  An  officer  of  such  election  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Clerk  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  board  how  that  election  was  conducted  at  Archer  precinct  No. 
2  T — ^A.  In  the  morning,  the  polls  opened  about  eight  o'clock  or  a  few  minutes  after. 
The  inspectors  were  sworn  in  first,  and  then  the  officers.  Mr.  Black  took  the  box  and 
held  it  out  of  the  window  and  cried,  **  Hear  ye!  hear  ye  I"  and  held  the  box  out  or 
tnmed  it  up  to  see  if  there  was  anything  in  it,  and  puts  the  box  on  the  table  and  locks 
it,  and  Mr.  Green  Moore,  at  the  window,  received  the  ballots,  and  Mr.  Floyd  Dukes 
stood  at  the  box  with  nis  hand  over  the  hole  where  the  ballot  is  placed  in.  Green 
Moore  would  receive  the  ballots,  call  the  name,  and  pass  the  name  to  R.  H.  Black,  who 
had  the  registration-list,  and  he  would  look  over  the  list  to  find  the  name ;  and  if  it 
was  there,  he  would  find  the  name  and  read  it,  and  I  would  make  a  list  of  the  names 
after  he  would  find  them.  Green  Moore  would  pass  the  ballot  to  Floyd  Dukes,  and  he 
would  put  the  ballot  in  the  box.  We  thought  they  had  everything  fair  and  square. 
We  let  the  democratic  officers  have  control  of  the  box,  so  that  tnere  should  be  no 
toonble  or  misunderstanding,  as  there  had  been. 

the  announcement  op  the  vote. 

Q.  What  nnmber  of  votes  were  cast  at  that  poll  T — A.  Five  hundred  and  thirty- five. 
Q.  How  many  were  cast  for  the  republican  candidates? — ^A.  Three  hundred  and 
ninety-nine. 
Q.  How  many  for  the  democratic  candidates  T — A.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six. 
Q.  The  announcement  was  made  of  the  vote  at  the  closing  of  the  counting  of  the 
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ballots? — A.  After  we  had  got  through  cooDtiug  up,  I  says  to  Mr.  Black  first,  "  You'd 
better — I  believe  the  law  requires  yon  to — ruu  over  the*  ballots  aud  count  them,  and 
then  compare  them  with  the  i>oll-li8t."  I  says,  "  You  count  the  ballots  and  I  will  count 
the  number  of  names  I  have  here,  and  compare/'  I  did  so.  Mr.  Black  counted  the  bal- 
lots. I  asked  him  how  many  ballots  he  had ;  he  said  535.  In  the  mean  time,  however, 
while  taking  the  ballots  out  of  the  box.  Black  had  taken  one  ballot  which  was  sup- 
posed to  be  two  together.  He  said,  "Gentlemen,  what  will  you  do  with  this?  Thia 
looks  like  there  was  something  wrong  about  this."  I  says  to  the  inspectors,  "  If  you 
find  a  ballot  and  ballot  together,  and  you  think  it  is  a  double  ballot,  lay  it  aside  until 
you  get  through,  and  then  count  that  ballot,  aud  if  your  ballots  tally  with  the  poll-list, 
tear  it  up  and  throw  it  away."  We  did  so,  and  found  535  ballots  that  had  been 
counted,  and  I  found  535  names  on  the  poll-list.  And  then  he  says,  "Gentlemen,  these 
two  ballots  have  no  business  here ;  what  do  you  say  ? "  And  then  he  says,  "As  the  law 
directs,  I  tear  them  up." 

Q.  Was  the  vote  announced  T — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  by  f  -A.  R.  H.  Black. 

Q.  How  was  it  announced  ?— A.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  republicans ;  dem- 
ocrats, 136. 

TOE  CERTIFICATES. 

Q.  What  certificates  were  made  of  the  result  of  the  election  ? — A.  There  was  two 
made,  one  for  the  clerk  of  the  conrt,  as  the  law  requires,  and  one  for  the  county  judge. 

Q.  Setting  forth  the  figures? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  certificates  signed  by  the  inspectors  ? — A.  They  were  signed  by  R.  H.  Black, 
Green  Moore,  and  Floyd  Dukes.  Dukes  couldn't  sign  it,  aud  asked  R.  H.  Black  to 
make  his  mark. 

Q.  You  also  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  nave  you  been  in  Tallahassee  ? — ^A.  I  came  here  Tuesday,  I  think,  sir. 

Q.  Who  sent  for  you  from  here — any  one  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  came  of  your  own  volition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  the  certificates  were  not  signed  in  blank  ? — A.  They  were 
made  out,  sir.  I  made  them  out,  so  that  when  we  got  at  the  number  of  votes,  I  placed 
the  number  of  votes  at  each  man's  name  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  senate,  aud  assemblyman,  and  the  electors,  4&c.,  on  each  side,  demo- 
cratic and  republican. 

General  Barlow.  Will  you  make  it  appear  at  what  precise  time  they  were  signed  ? 
I  do  not  mean  at  what  hour,  but  with  reference  to  the  turning  in  of  the  votes.  Will 
you  ask  him  that  question  ? 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Were  these  certificates  filled  up  before  they  were  signed  ? — A.  The  number  of 
votes  were  not  placed  there,  but  the  names  were  put  there  for  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  &c.;  and  after  we  had  got  through  counting  the  votes,  and  the  vote  was  an- 
nounced, I  sat  down  and  put  the  number  ot  votes  to  each  man. 

Q.  They  had  signed  the  certificate  before  you  put  in  the  number  of  votes  ? — A.  No, 
sir ;  afterward. 

Q.  In  whose  ofVice  were  you  employed  before  the  election? — A.  I  was  employed  by 
the  assessor  of  the  county. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  J.  W.  Williams. 

Q.  In  whose  oflace  were  you  employed  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Dennis's  office,  I  believe. 

Q.  For  how  long  before  the  election  ? — A.  I  have  been  employed  for  about  a  month, 
I  suppose. 

Q.  How  far  is  Archer  precinct  from  Gainesville? — ^A.  I  don't  exactly  know,  sir;  some 
call  it  fifteen  and  some  eighteen  miles  ;  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q    By  whom  have  you  been  employed  since  the  election  ? — A.  By  nobody. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  not  been  employed  by  any  one  since  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  poll-list  signed  at  Archer  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  it  was ;  I  don't 
think  it  was  signed  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  a  tally -sheet  or  poll-list  kept? — A.  There  was  a  poll-list  in  the  clerk's 
office. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  taken  to  the  clerk's  office  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  with  our  returns. 

Q.  Was  a  tally-sheet  kept  of  the  count  of  the  vote  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  it  ? — A.  I  don't  know  what  did  become  of  it ;  I  didn't  think  it 
was  of  any  use,  and  didn't  pay  any  attention  ;  I  am  not  certain,  but  I  think  I  left  it  at 
the  polls. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  Mr.  Bisbee  get  as  candidate  to  Congress  ? — A.  To  come  at 
it  right,  I  think  it  was  399.  The  republican  vote  was  declared  there  at  the  window, 
and  was,  as  I  counted  it  up,  399. 

Q.  How  many  for  Finley,  member  of  Congress  ? — A.  One  hundred  and  forty-one,  I 
think  I  was ;  I  am  not  positive  about  that  now ;  it  would  be  necessary  to  look  at  the 
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returns.  I  think  that  the  republican  candidate  for  Congress  didn^t  receive  afl  many 
by  one  or  two  votes  as  the  electors  did  ;  I  think  there  was  a  difference. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot-box  handled  by  any  one  before  it  was  sealed,  except  the  inspect- 
ors f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Who  took  the  box  afterward  ? — A.  The  box  was  locked  and  sealed  at  the  poUing- 
plaee,  and  the  key  given  to  Mr.  Green  Moore  and  the  box  to  R.  H.  Black. 

Q.  Yon  state  that  you  came  hero  Tuesday  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W^hom  did  you  come  with  ?— A.  There  were  several  on  the  train  when  I  came. 
K.  H.  Black  was  with  me  when  I  came.    He  was  my  special  company. 

Q.  Were  you  not  here  before  Tuesday  ? — A.  I  was,  two  weeks  ago. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  come  with  then  ? — A.  I  came  here  with  L.  J.  Dennis  and  Mr. 
Edwards.    I  don^t  know  Edwards's  given  name. 

Q.  What  Mr.  Edwards;  Mr.  Edwards  of  this  city? — A.  I  don't  know  his  given 
name  ;  I  suppose  he  lives  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Fleming  ? — A.  I  know  a  gentleman  they  call  Fleming ; 
I  don't  kuow  whether  it  is  Samuel  or  not. 

Q.  Does  he  keep  a  store  in  Archer?— A.  I  know  only  by  seeing  and  hearing  him 
called  Fleming. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Fleming  at  the  precinct  on  the  day  of  election  ?— A.  He  might  have 
been. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  was  there  ? — A.  I  don't  know ;  I  was  inside  the 
house :    there  were  several  men  whom  I  didn't  notice. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Samuel  Tucker  f — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  Mr.  Samuel  Tucker  a  memorandum  of  the  votes  that  were  cast 
at  the  precinct  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  Mr.  Blitch  and  Mr.  Grover  there  when  the  vote  wm  announced  ? — A.  I  don't 
know,  sir.  Mr.  Blitch,  I  know,  was  standing  in  the  door  when,  I  think — ^I  am  not  posi- 
tive about  it ;  I  think  he  was  standing  in  the  door — the  first  time  I  noticed  Blitch 
there  was  when  Black  was  signing  his  name  to  the  certificate.  I  am  not  positive,  but 
I  think  he  was  there. 

Q.  Did  the  ballots  contain  the  names  of  all  the  officers  voted  for  ? — A.  The  ballots 
contained  all  the  officers  voted  for,  and  the  return  shows  399  for  Bisbee  and  141  for 
Finley. 

Q.  How  do  you  explain  this,  that  399  and  141  make  540  instead  of  535  f — A.  There 
might  be  a  little  miscalculation  in  the  figures.  There  was  only  535  votes  cast  as  the 
poll-list  was  counted,  but  I  may  have  made  a  little  mistake  in  the  calculation. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  with  Mr.  Black  on  the  night  of  the  election  and  go  with  him  next 
morning  to  Gainesville  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  take  the  box  to  f — A.  Took  it  to  my  house ;  just  when  we  got  off 
the  train  we  went  to  the  court-house  and  the  court-house  was  closed.  It  was  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  we  found  a  lot  of  men,  drunk,  riding  and  tearing 
around  there,  trying  to  shoot  each  other ;  and  I  said,  "  Black,  you'd  better  come  down 
to  my  room,  and  if  you  feel  like  laying  down,  do  so;  "  and  he  came  to  my  house,  put 
the  box  in  the  bed  and  put  a  pillow  on  it,  ana  lay  down. 

Q.  The  next  morning  what  did  you  do  with  it  1 — A.  Next  morning — I  don't  know 
exactly  the  time — as  soon  as  the  clerk  went  to  his  office,  I  went  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  was  sent  backwards  and  forwards  to  see  if  he  carried  it  to  the  clerk's  office. 

Q.  Why  did  you  put  it  in  a  basket  f — ^A.  We  didn't  want  to  have  everything  so  pub- 
lic, carrying  along  through  the  street. 

Q.  Y'ou  placed  it  then  in  charge  of  the  clerk  at  the  clerk's  office  ? — A.  We  did.  After 
I  saw  the  clerk  take  the  box  I  iiunted  Mr.  Green  Moore,  who  was  tight,  found  him, 
and  asked  him  to  come  and  give  the  clerk  the  key,  so  that  we  would  be  delivered  then 
of  all  responsibility.  The  clerk  was  responsible  after  every  thing  pertaining  to  Archer 
precinct  had  been  delivered  to  him  j  I  then  went  with  Mr.  Black  to  find  Judge  Season 
to  give  him  the  return. 

Q.  Do  you  or  not  know  whether  Mr.  Black  came  to  Tallahassee  last  evening  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  came  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  arrived  here  yesterday  fr«m  Madison. 

Q.  Then  he  would  come  here  last  night  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Came  back  from  Madison  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  here  now  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  understand  that  there  was  a  record  of  the  vote  of  Archer  precinct  for 
the  last  two  years.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  put  it  in  evi- 
dence for  the  purpose  of  showing  whether  this  vote  was  unduly  large.  Is  there  such  a 
record,  Mr.  Chairman  ? 

Mr.  McLdK.  There  is  no  record.  There  may  be  papers  relating  to  the  subject.  They 
do  not  generally  send  precinct  returns  here. 
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EXAMINATION  OP  RICHARD  H.  BLACK. 

Richard  H.  Black  sworn  and  examined  for  the  republicans. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion.  What  is  yonr  age  f — ^Answer.  Thirty-six  years  of  age. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  bom  f— A.  I  was  born  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Where  were  you  educated  ? — A.  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Q.  What  was  the  extent  of  your  education  f — A.  I  don't  know.  I  didn't  graduate 
there.  I  was  taken  sick,  and  came  here  in  the  panic  of  1857.  I  was  compelled  to  come 
home  after  that.  I  was  just  commencing  to  learn  Latin  verse  when  I  quit  school  at 
that  time  in  1857,  which  was  the  year  I  came  to  America  again. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Florida  f — A.  Nine  years ;  very  nearly  ten.  I  came 
here  in  1867.    I  had  been  here  in  1854,  and  have  resided  here  ever  since  1867. 

Q.  Were  you  an  inspector  or  officer  at  the  recent  election  f — A.  I  was  an  inspector. 

Q.  At  Archer  precinct  No.  2  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  nave  you  resided  in  Archer  f — A.  Nine  years. 

Q.  State  what  took  place  at  that  election.  Give  in  detail  the  manner  of  conducting 
it. — ^A.  We  opened  the  polls  in  the  morning  at  the  usual  hour.  In  the  first  place,  after 
I  went  in,  some  two  minutes  before  the  time,  there  was  a  gentleman  representing  him- 
self to  be  a  supervisor,  and  I  asked  him  for  his  paper,  ana  examining  the  paper  I  saw 
it  was  written  only,  and  no  seal  upon  it.  I  told  him  I  didn't  think  he  had  any  right 
to  be  in  there.  He  said  that  he  haid.  I  told  him  that  I  didn't  think  so,  and  I  coulon't 
justly  go  to  work  with  his  being  in  that  place  unless  he  was  authorized  to  act  there. 
I  said,  "You  ought  to  have  the  seal  of  the  court  here  on  this  paper."  He  said  that 
they  were  minus  of  full  blanks  and  they  had  written  this,  and  he  didn't  think  I  would 
object  to  his  serving.  The  next  inspector  was  Floyd  Dukes.  I  asked  for  him,  and 
they  said  he  was  fearfully  sick.  Some  one  representing  the  democratic  party,  a  Dr. 
Carew,  was  one  who  said  that  he  was  sick,  and  he  would  select  some  other  democrat, 
as  this  man  was  a  democrat  himself,  had  joined  a  democratic  club,  and  asked  me  to 
put  Mr.  Geiger  in  his  place.  The  law  says  if  the  inspector  doesn't  act,  we  must  go  to 
the  window  and  proclaim  it  to  the  people.  In  a  few  minutes  he  brought  Floyd  Dukes, 
and  I  announced  the  votes,  and  the  votes  were  then  taken. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot-box  exhibited  publicly? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  that  myself,  and  then 
locked  it  and  handed  the  key  to  Mr.  Green  R.  Moore,  of  which  he  held  the  key.  I  don't 
kLOw  what  became  of  the  key ;  I  never  saw  it  any  more. 

Q.  What  number  of  votes  were  cast  ? — A.  There  were  536  really.  There  were  two 
votes  together,  and  I  put  those  votes  out  on  one  side  of  the  box  and  let  them  lay  there 
MS  the  law  directed,  and  I  have  no  idea  how  the  votes  came  there  at  all.  When  we 
summed  up  the  whole  number  of  votes,  I  immediately  called  the  clerk,  Vanc<3,  and  after 
having  tallied  them  off  I  ran  over  the  list  myself,  and  we  tallied  off,  and  he  said, 
"That's  a  mistake,"  and  we  counted  them  over. 

THE  VOTE  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2. 

Q.  How  many  votes  were  cast  for  the  republican  candidates  I — A.  The  republicans 
gave  three  hundred  and  ninety- nine. 

Q.  The  democrats? — ^A.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six,  as  near  as  my  judgment  can 
reiuember  now.    I  think  I  am  correct,  because  I  noticed  it. 

Q.  Did  you  make  out  the  certificates  of  this  result  ?— A.  We  did.  I  first. — after  doing 
this,  I  signed  it  myself,  and  then  Moore,  he  signed.  Floyd  Dukes  can't  write.  I  wrote 
his  name,  and  he  touched  the  pen;  and  Moore,  he  was  very  anxious  to  go,  aud  said, 
"  You'd  better  start  on  ;"  and  he  said,  **  You'd  better  ^x  up  this ;"  and  I  said,  "  We'd 
better  have  no  trouble."  I  was  very  tired,  having  been  there  all  day,  except  twenty 
minutes  at  dinner ;  and  when  I  came  out  I  came  with  Dukes,  the  democratic  represent- 
ative, and  we  didn't  stop  out  more  than  ten  minutes,  and  they  went  out  there,  and 
were  gone  perhaps  five  minutes,  and  Dukes  and  myself  staid,  and  at  the  same  time 
they  had  parties  standing  at  the  window,  and  the  box  was  exposed  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  these  certificates  contain  the  votes  as  yon  have  announced  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they 
contained  them. 

Q.  Did  you  announce  the  vote  at  the  closing  of  the  polls  ? — A.  I  went  to  the  window 
myself, and  said  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  republican  votes  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  democratic  votes. 

Q.  Did  you  give  Mr.  Tucker  a  memorandum  containing  a  different  statement  ? — A. 
Tucker  was  there  at  the  window  when  we  were  counting  the  votes,  and  they  would 
change.  Sometimes  Greiger  would  come,  and  Darby  would  come,  and  they  went  out, 
and  I  could  hear — my  attention  was  drawn  upon,  as  there  was  a  long  list.  There  waa 
a  qnestion  asked,  and  I  made  a  remark  about  a  hundred  something,  and  they  kept 
going  away  and  coming  up. 

Q.  This  was  before  the  closing  of  the  polls,  or  afterward  T — ^A.  They  were  taking  the 
result  at  the  window  at  one  time,  but  after  the  whole  result  was  done  I  went  to  the 
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window  after  the  box  was  closed,  and  then  stated  the  number,  and  then  we  went  to 
fixing  our  own  business.    Some  of  the  tickets  had  different  forms  there. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  Mr.  Samuel  Fleming  keeping  a  count  of  the  votes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
I  saw  him  one  time  in  the  day,  and  then  he  went  away  from  there,  and  then  he  returned 
after  we  announced  the  opening  of  the  polls ;  that  I  saw  him  a^ain  there,  and  we  were 
still  polling ;  but  there  was  quite  a  number  asking  a  man  for  his  name  in  such  a  quiet 
tone  that  we'd  be  bothered  in  finding  it. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  vote  from  luside  the  house f — A.  Inside  the  house? 

Q.  Were  there  voters  inside  of  the  house  that  cast  their  votes  there  T — ^A.  None  but 
myself  and  the  inspectors ;  they  voted  there. 

Q.  Do  you  state  that  there  were  no  persons  inside  of  the  house  except  the  officers  au- 
thorized to  conduct  the  election  ? — ^A.  At  one  time  of  the  day  there  was  Dr.  Carew.  He 
came  there.  I  found  people  as  I  went  out  consulting  with  Floyd  Dukes.  I  didn't  know, 
of  conrse ;  it  was  none  of  my  business. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Tallahassee  f — A.  Two  or  three  days. 

Q.  Why  did  you  come  to  Tallahassee  7 — A.  I  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  seeing ;  I 
felt  an  interest. 

Q.  Who  sent  for  you  ? — ^A.  No  one.  I  heard  there  was  to  be  a  canvass  here,  and  when 
I  was  here  there  was  some  talk  here  of  having  me  here  before  the  witness-stand.  Of 
course  I  felt  an  interest  in  making  a  statement  of  what  I  knew  to  be  a  fact. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  notice  that  the  witness  said  that  the  democratic  vote  was  ^'  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  so  far  as  I  remember  now."  Won't  you  ask  him  what  he  means 
by  that  T 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  announce  before  the  closing  of  the  polls  that  the  vote  was  a  certain  num- 
ber at  that  time  to  different  persons  ? — A.  I  made  no  final  announcement  until  every- 
thing was  closed,  until  the  votes  were  put  in  the  box,  and  then  delivered  the  key  to 
Mr.  Moore,  and  then  announced  the  vote. 

Q.  Didn't  you  give  figures  to  parties  inquiring  before  the  closing  of  the  vote  ? — A. 
No,  sir;  but  it  was  impossible  to  give  the  full  vote. 

Q.  You  gave  no  figures,  then,  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  say  at  any  time  "  The  vote  is  about  so  many  T" — A.  As  I  before  stated, 
there  was  some  one  asking ;  I  think  there  was  Mr.  Tucker,  or  whether  at  the  time  it 
was  a  Mr.  Darby,  asked  me  some  question,  and  I  said,  more  in  jest,  it  was  very  possi- 
ble— I  think  I  said  something  about  it,  but  still  leaving  off  the  names.  But  of  course 
I  thought  they  had  ou^ht  to  have  good  sense  enough  to  know  that  we  were  not  done ; 
and  as  soon  as  we  got  it  done,  I  got  some  wax  and  sealed  the  box  up ;  and  before  we 
did  that,  I  announced  the  vote.  We  were  all  tired.  I  know  I  was,  because  I  had 
only  a  little  lunch  that  Mr.  Moore  got,  and  part  of  that  not  ate. 

THE  CARE  OF  THE  BOX. 

Q.  After  the  box  was  closed  up,  what  was  done  with  it  ? — ^A.  I  took  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  T — A.  I  took  it  to  my  house  and  kept  it  in  the  house. 


and  I  went  up  to  the  house  in  company  with  two  marshals  deputized  as  United  States 
marshals.  And  we  got  there  to  the  house  and  I  wanted  to  nave  something  to  eat. 
And  we  have  a  little  play-house,  some  four  feet  high,  and  I  put  the  box  on  the  top  of  it ; 
and  I  said,  "  Thank  Cfod !  this  time  is  over."  And  we  had  not  been  there  but  a  short 
time  before  some  men  came  in  and  wanted  the  box  taken  over  somewhere  else.  The 
clerk  said  he  wanted  to  go.  They  said  they  wanted  to  get  a  team.  However,  they 
came  back,  and  no  team  was  procured.  After  this  came  in  Dr.  Carew,  and  Tucker, 
and  Mr.  Darby,  and  another  young  man,  I  think  Harvey — I  think  he  was  there ;  but 
I  don't  know  as  he  was  the  one — and  they  came  in  there  and  insisted  that  I  must  take 
that  box  down  and  put  it  somewhere  else.  After  they  had  gone,  I  said,  '*  I  know  that 
mess ;  there's  too  much  of  this  thing ;  I  am  not  mistaken  in  this  thing ;  I  don't  think 
I  will  go  at  this  time ;  I  don't  think  it's  safe."  I  said  to  one  of  the  men  with  me, 
"  Suppose  you  go  out  and  get  some  men  and  have  them  here,  and  I  will  sit  up.  I  don't 
like  the  looks  of  things  out  here  at  all."  After  this  some  one  came  up  and  re- 
ported that  they  were  using  pretty  harsh  language  down  in  the  town  regarding 
that  box.  I  suppose  nearly  a  half  hour  after  some  one  told  me  that  Mr.  Blitch 
was  down  there  and  wanted  to  see  me.  I  said,  "  Come  in."  He  said,  "  No ;  I  won't." 
And  then  I  had  two  United  States  deputy  marshals  in  the  hou^e  and  one  or  two 
others,  who  were  republican  friends  also.  I  went  outside,  going  out  the  gate.  There 
was  Blitch,  and,  much  to  my  astonishment,  he  had  his  box  under  his  arm.  I  said, 
**What  are  you  doing  f  He  said,  "  I  won't  go  in  there;  but  these  men  are  so 
dissatisfied  I  don't  know  what  to  do."  I  said,  "  You  see  what  I  have  done ; "  and  I 
said,  ''  I  don't  think  you  have  any  business  to  go  about  the  streets  with  that  box ; 
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bnt  yon  belong  to  another  distinct  poll,  and  yon  can  do  as  you  please."  Then  up 
came  Geiger  and  Darby,  and  another  man,  I  didn't  know,  and  another  man  on  a  horse, 
and  they  were  talking  and  trying  to  persuade  him  to  take  that  box  and  go  with  them. 
Well,  I  then  told  them,  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  that  box  belongs  to  the  people.  I  am  an 
inspector,  and  I  don't  propose  to  do  anything  in  any  way  or  any  shape  that  will  give 
any  trouble.  I  am  an  inspector,  and  the  responsibility  will  come  upon  me  ;  the  box 
is  in  my  house,  the  key  is  in  another  man's  hands,  and  I  shall  keep  that  box  where  it 
is  until  such  time  comes  when  I  can  place  it  in  the  hands  of  responsible  parties,  and 
that  will  be  the  clerk's  office.  Ton  may  make  up  your  minds."  I  then  went  into  the 
house  and  remained  until  we  found  an  opportunity  to  take  the  box  and  deliver  it  into 
the  clerk's  hands. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  were  you  bom  T — A.  West  Philadelphia ; 
on  the  west  siae  of  the  Schuylkill. 

Q.  Where  ? — A.  Fortieth  street ;  it  used  to  be  called  Cedar  Lane. 

Q.  Where  did  you  live  f — A.  Near  where  I  was  born,  in  Tilt  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Church  and  Fortieth,  between  Minster  and  Spruce. 

Q.  Whereabout  in  Tilt  street  did  you  live  T — A.  Tilt  street  was  a  little,  small  street, 
commencing  from  beyond  the  Poles  west,  and  went  down  as  far  as  Fortieth  street. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Dixon  in  the  cars  coming  to  Tallahassee  yesterday  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  yon  say  to  him  f— A.  He  came  out,  and  I  was  sitting  in  the  second-class 
coach,  I  suppose,  and  he  spoke  to  me,  and  said  I,  '*  Well,  captain,  I  meet  you  again  ; 
I  think  I  have  seen  yon  before.  As  near  as  I  recollect,  I  have  seen  yon  down  in  my 
country ;  I  believe  we  had  some  sport  in  the  olden  times."  He  said,  "  Yes ;"  something  to 
that  effect ;  and  there  was  some  casual  conversation  ;  I  conldn't  call  it  up  now.  It 
was  only  a  few  moments,  and  I  think  it  was  near  Monticello  Junction,  on  this  side  of 
there.  Shortly  after  that  I  went  back  and  saw  a  lady  on  the  train,  and  asked  her  how 
she  was  faring. 

By  Mr.  Sellers  : 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  said  to  him  f — A.  I  cannot  remember  my  conversation  at  the  time, 
because  it  was  just  a  remark ;  we  talked  about  that,  and  then  t|iere  was  some  other 
remark. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  remember  T — ^A.  That  is  all  I  remember  speaking  at  the  time,  ex- 
cept I  couldn't  call — he  was  asking  me,  as  near  as  I  recollect  now — I  knew  his  political 
character ;  I  thought  he  ought  to  know  mine,  and  I  said  nothing  more. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  give  the  political  conversation. — ^A.  That  I  cannot  remember. 
It  was  nothing  more  than  we  have  in  a  friendly  way. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  anything  about  the  vote  of  Alachua  County  t — ^A.  Nothing  partic- 
ularly that  I  can  remember  now ;  and  because  I  can't  remember,  it  is  Just  like  as  if 
you  were  continually  talking.  I  never  gave  it  a  moment's  thought.  I  remember  him 
because  he  was  a  conspicuous  character,  but  otherwise  I  never  gave  it  a  thought. 
Generally  persons  will  talk  to  you  going  to  and  fro  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  Peter  Dougherty  on  the  morning  after  the  election  that  the 
votes  in  Archer  precinct  were  e(jual  or  about  equal  f — A.  I  didn't  tell  him  there,  be- 
cause I  could  not,  because  I  was  m  Gainesville ;  besides.  I  don't  know  the  man. 

Q.  Did  you  have  some  conversation  with  Peter  Dougnerty  on  the  morning  after  the 
election  f — A.  I  don't  remember  anything  at  all :  the  name  is  strange  to  me. 

Q.  And  he  stays  in  Mr.  Roper's  livery  stable  ?— A.  There  is  a  Peter  that  used  to  be 
there,  but  I  don't  remember  of  having  any  conversation  with  him.  In  fact,  I  had 
nothing  to  say  to  anybody  at  all  until  I  put  that  box  out  of  my  hands.  After  I  left 
Archer  to  deliver  it  to  the  clerk  I  felt  much  relieved,  as  you  may  be  sure. 

Q.  Did  you  not  put  ballots  in  the  box  after  the  polls  were  closed  at  Archer  precinct 
N0.2T— A.  Did  If 

Q.  Yes.— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  in  Gainesville,  before  the  box  was  taken  to  the  clerk,  chan^  the  bal- 
lots, or  see  it  done  f—A.  I  did  not  see  it,  and  I  don't  believe  anybody  could  without  my 
seeing  it. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Fleming  at  the  polls  that  day  keep  a  list  of  the  voters  T — A.  I  heard  that, 
I  saw  him  outside,  sitting  on  a  dry-goods  box,  and  I  was  informed  that  he  was  taking 
some  names. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  with  pen  and  paper  in  hand,  writing?— A.  He  had  a  pencil  and 
a  book,  but  what  he  was  doing  I  couldn't  say,  any  more  than  what  rumor  says.  I 
didn't  care ;  my  business  was  right  inside,  and  I  didn't  pay  attention  to  parties  out- 
side. 

Q.  Were  Mr.  Blit^jh  and  others  there  when  the  vote  was  announced  f — A.  Blifcch 
came  in  the  room,  bnt  I  am  not  certain  whether  he  was  right  there  at  the  time.  His 
poll  closed  liefore  ours,  and  he  was  in  th-  re :  bat  they  were  going  tirst  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  1  was  very  busy  until  it  was  concluded. 

kr— A.  It  was. 

_  votes  and  the 

list  in  the  box. 


Q.  Was  the  poll-list  signed  by  the  inspector  and  clerk  ?— A.  It  was. 
Q.  What  became  of  the  tally-list,  the  tally-sheet  f—A.  We  put  in  the  ' 
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Q.  The  tally-sheet,  which  you  talk  about,  what  became  of  those  sheets  of  paper  ? — ^A. 
The  clerk  took  charge  of  those,  and  I  couldn't  say  anythiof;  about  it.  After  having  an- 
nounced the  vote  I  didn't  bother  myself  about  that  at  all. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Will  you  ask  who  signed  the  poll-list,  and  when  it  was  signed  ? — A.  I 
signed  it ;  Mr.  Moore  signed  it.  Floyd  Dnkes  was  unable  to  write.  I  wrote  his  name, 
and  he  touched  the  pen. 

Q.  At  what  time  ?— A.  It  was  just  as  we  closed  the  box.  It  was  then  locked,  and  the 
vote  had  been  announced,  and  I  went  to  the  table  first  and  wrote  my  name ;  Moore 
sat  down  and  wrote  his  name;  Floyd  Dukes,  I  had  written  his  name  by  his  request, 
and  said,  **  You'll  have  to  touch  the  pen,  old  man." 

Q.  You  are  speaking  of  the  return,  or  the  list  of  voters  kept  by  the  clerk  f — ^A.  I  am 
speaking  about  the  return. 

Q.  Then  what  you  have  spoken  of  as  the  poll  list  you  mean,  not  the  list  kept  by  the 
clerk.  A  man  came  up  and  voted  and  the  clerk  would  take  down  his  name.  Was  that 
signed  T — A.  That  was  signed  up.  We  signed  two  separate  lists.  Moore  says,  at  last^ 
"  You  can  fix  that  for  me." 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  about  two  separate  lists  f — ^A.  There  was  double  returns. 

Q.  We  are  not  speaking  about  the  returns.  There  was  a  poll-list  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  that  voted.  What  was  done  with  that  f  Was  that  signed  by  the  inspect- 
ors T  You  signed  the  return-list ;  how  about  the  poll-list  f — ^A.  Then  the  poll-list  was 
also.  I  am  speaking  about  the  poll-list.  The  return-list  was  a  printed  blank  form. 
The  other  we  took  as  each  man  voted ;  he  came  up  and  voted  and  the  clerk  put  his 
name  down.  Any  person  whose  name  was  not  there  had  to  swear.  I  am  speaking  of 
the  poll-list. 

Q.  How  many  sheets  of  paper  was  that  on  ? — A.  We  had  one  sheet  folded  up  and  the 
clerk  had  to  have  another  list;  but  the  poll-list,  we  tacked  that,  and  took  the  whole 
listof  name^  and  that  was  signed  by  the  inspectors.  There  wasn't  anything  that  was 
undone.  I  did  it  in  the  usual  way.  I  had  been  inspector  before  at  Archer,  I  think 
twice. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  that  poll-list  or  sheets,  when  attached  together,  was 
signed  t — A.  I  am  certainly  positive  of  it. 

Q.  Who  signed  it  7 — A.  I  signed  it,  Moore  signed,  and  this  man  Dukes  didn't  sign  it ; 
he  touched  the  pen. 

Q.  Was  his  name  put  to  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  wrote  his  name. 

Q.  Did  the  clerk  sign  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  clerk  signed  it. 

Q.  How  many  papers  did  you  si^n  altogether  7 — ^A.  We  signed  three ;  there  was  the 
double  return,  and  then  this  poll-hst. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX  AT  VANCE'S  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Saltonstall.  I  would  like  to  ask,  for  the  information  of  myself  and  others  here, 
what  he  did  with  the  box  at  Vance's  house  ? — A.  I  kept  the  box  myself;  I  never  went 
to  deep  ;  stayed  with  it,  and  kept  with  it  until  I  delivered  it. 

Q.  Where  was  it  pot  f — ^A.  At  Vance's  after  X  got  to  Gainesville.  He  said  to  me, 
"  £fetter  lie  down."  1  concluded  best  not ;  I  lay  my  head  right  on  it ;  I  kept  the  box ; 
never  shut  my  eyes ;  and  he  went  down  himself  to  see  whether  the  clerk's  office  was 
open,  and  came  back  and  reported  that  it  was  not :  and  I  think  now — I  am  not  cer- 
tain— that  he  went  on  two  or  three  occasions,  and  after  I  knew  that  office  was  open  I 
delivered  the  box  to  the  clerk.  After  that  we  looked  for  Moore— Moore  had  been 
drunk. 

Q.  What  place  in  Vance's  house  did  you  place  the  box  ? — A.  When  I  first  went  in 
there  was  a  bed-room  and  I  had  the  box  there.  Wherever  I  went  the  box  went  with 
me.  At  one  time  I  put  it  down  on  the  bed.  Then  there  was  a  chair — a  kind  of  little 
lounge  business — or  like  a  lounge.    One  time  I  was  afraid  I  should  get  sleepy 

Q.  And  where  did  you  put  it  ? — A.  Put  it  on  the  bed  with  me,  and  had  it  with  me. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  the  box  was  on  the  bed  t — A.  Right  there  on  the  bed  with  it. 

Q.  Lying  down  or  sitting  upf— A.  As  I  told  you,  I  did  lie  down  with  it  once,  and  I 
did  get  up. 

Q.  When  you  were  lying  down  where  was  the  box— on  the  bed  ? — A.  Right  on  the 
bed. 

Q.  At  your  feet  or  at  your  head  ? — A.  Ri^ht  at  my  head. 

Q.  On  top  of  your  head,  on  one  side  of  it,  or  where  f — A.  Right  at  my  head.  Here 
was  the  box  at  my  side,  and  there  was  no  one  in  the  room  with  me. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  poll-list  that  was  signed? — A.  The  return  I  kept  and 
delivered  myself,  one  to  the  clerk  of  court,  and  the  other  to  the  county  judge. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  poll-list  ?  Do  you  know  what  became  of  that  ? — A. 
The  poll-list  the  clerk  had  himself,  and  I  told  him,  says  I,  *'  Now,  you  can  take  charge 
of  this  if  you  will,  and  hand  it  over  to  the  clerk,  to  VVebster;  whatever  is  to  be  done 
with  this,  I  am  not  particular."  Everything  else  I  was  particular  about,  and  got  my 
receipt. 
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EXAMINATION    OF  MAJOR    MCKANE. 

Bi%jor  McKane  sworn  for  the  repablicans. 
By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  an  affidavit  si^ed  by  Floyd  Dukes,  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Belton, 
justice  of  the  peace  ? — Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  sworn  before  he  signed  this  affidavit  T — ^A.  He  was,  sir. 

Q.  By  whom  f— A.  Mr.  Beltou. 

Q.  When  was  this  f — A.  Last  Friday  morning. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  morninp^,  about  f — A.  As  near  as  I  can  judge,  about  eight  or 
seven  o'clock. 

Q.  Was  that  affidavit  read  to  Dukes  7  Did  you  hear  it  read  to  him  t — A.  It  was  read 
to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was  about  ? — A.  It  was  about  the  ballot-box. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  votes  that  were  read  out,  as  stated  in  the  affi- 
davit ? — A.  No ;  I  do  not,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Sellers  : 

Q.  You  recollect  that  some  votes  were  stated  at  Archer  precinct  ? — ^A.  There  was  J 
but  I  disremember  now. 

Q.  They  did  say  some  votes  were  given  at  Archer  precinct  f — A.  They  did  say  some- 
thing, but  I  did  not  pay  particular  attention  to  it. 

Q.  You  recollect  that  some  number  was  mentioned,  but  you  do  not  remember  what 
number? — A.  There  was  some  number  mentioned  when  it  was  read,  but  I  don't  recol- 
lect what  number  it  was. 

Mr.  Chandler,  (to  Mr.  Sellers.)  Will  you  allow  the  chairman  to  ask  the  questions f 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  the  affidavit  was  being  read  to  Mr.  Dukes,  did  he  interrupt  the  reading  at 
any  time  f  Did  he  interrupt  or  did  he  object  to  the  reading  of  it  f — A.  Not  that  I  can 
remember. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  sign  it  willingly;  make  any  objection  at  all,  saying  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  sign  it,  or  anything  ot'tnat  kind  f — A.  I  don't  remember  that  he  did. 

Mr.  Sellers.  You  make  it  between  seven  and  eight  in  the  morning. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Was  anybody  else  there  besides  Dukes,  the  magistrate^  and  yourself? — A.  General 
Walls  was  there. 

Q.  Any  one  else  ! — A.  There  was  a  good  many  round ;  Mr.  Green  Moore  was  there. 
Q.  Anybody  else  T— A.  I  can't  remember  of  anybody  else. 

examination  of  josiab  t.  walls. 

JosiAH  T.  Wali^  sworn  for  the  republicans. 
Examined  by  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Walls,  at  any  time  did  you  offer  Floyd  Dukes  twenty-five  dollars  to 
make  an  affidavit  or  statement  of  any  kind  in  regard  to  Archer  precinct  f — Answer.  I 
did  not.    I  had  not  twenty-five  dollars. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  in  the  State  of  Florida  heretofore,  Mr. Walls  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — ^A.  I  am  now  county  commissioner ;  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention  in  1868,  and  I  have  been  elected  to  Congress  three  times,  but 
have  never  been  able  to  hold  it. 

Mr.  Barlow.  He  spoke  of  $25.  Won't  you  ask  him  whether  he  ever  offered  any 
other  sum  to  Floyd  Dukes  T — A.  I  never  ofiered  any  sum  to  any  of  them.  I  would 
like  to  make  a  statement,  for  something  is  trying  to  be  drawn  out  here  that  I  dont 
like.    Whenever  my  reputation  is  attached,  I  propose  to  defend  it. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Is  that  the  end  of  your  explanation  ? 

A.  If  you  have  anything  to  ask,  I  will  wait. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  will  pass  it  to  the  chairman. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Dukes's  house  with  Mr.  Belton  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Why  did  you  do  it  ? — ^A.  I  went  there  to  get  him  to  sign  an  affidavit. 

Q.  Did  he  si^n.  or  decline  to  do  so  T— A.  At  his  house  f 

Q.  Yes,  at  his  house  f — A.  At  his  house  he  did  not  decline ;  he  said,  "  I  will  saddle 
and  bridle  my  horse  and  go  down  to  town."  We  drove  on.  I  am  telling  you  the  truth 
about  this  thing.  He  said,  '^  I  will  go  down  town  and  I  will  see."  When  we  came 
into  Archer — we  drove  on  immediately — and  he  came  into  Archer,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kane,  and  another  gentleman,  whose* name  I  don't  remember,  went  with  him,  with 
Mr.  Beltou,  the  justice  of  the  peace,  that  I  made  ride  with  me  in  my  buggy,  with  Mr. 
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Watts's  horse  and  my  buggy,  and  it  was  in  my  possession  there — and  that  is  all  I  know 
about  it.  I  didn't  see  his  signing,  or  his  touching  the  pen.  Belton  came  out  of  the 
room  and  said  "  Dukes  has  touched  the  pen  and  given  his  name.'' 

Q.  You  went  with  him  to  Belton's  office  ? — ^A.  I  went  with  him  to  Belton's  office, 
where  he  designated  his  office,  carried  Belton  there,  and  went  with  him  there. 

Q.  What  took  place  at  Dukes's  house  when  you  went  there  Saturday  morning  f — ^A. 
Nothing  as  I  know  of,  only  I  went  up  there. 

Q.  You  stated  you  went  there  to  get  him  to  si^  this  affidavit,  and  he  did  not  do  it,  or 
refused  to  do  it  ? — A.  He  was  busy  feeding  his  horses.  I  spoke  to  him,  and  he  says, 
"  m  see  you  down  town."  I  ordered  the  buggy  to  return  to  Archer.  It  was  about 
one  mile  from  Archer.    Nothing  else  took  place. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  other  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  I  didn't  have  any  con- 
versation with  him  at  all. 

Q.  You  made  no  offer? — A.  No;  I  made  no  offer  to  him.    I  had  nothing  to  offer. 

Governor  Noyks.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  sent  to  Archer  precinct  for  other 
witnesses,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  arrive  here  in  season  for  this  examination. 

Captain  Dknnis.  They  will  be  here  to-night. 

AFFIDAVITS  OF  MOORB  AND  DUKES. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  ask  whether  the  other  side  have  made  part  of  the  case  the  two 
affidavits  of  Moore  and  Dukes  printed  in  the  Floridian  with  a  large  mass  of  other  tes- 
timony.   I  want  to  know  if  they  have  been  filed  in  this  case  by  the  other  side  ? 

Mr.  McLiN.  Nothing  has  been  filed  that  you  have  not  heard  filed. 

Mr.  Ranby.  We  have  not  read  them  as  yet. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  ask  that  they  produce  the  originals  if  they  have  them — they  were 
printed  in  the  Floridian — and  put  them  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Raney.  The  only  affidavits  I  know  anything  about  are  those  that  have  been 
filed. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Is  counsel  ready  to  go  on  with  the  filing  of  papers  in  Baker  County  ? 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  have  only  this  suggestion  with  reference  to  Baker. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  would  suggest  in  regard  to  bringing  witnesses  viva  voce  in  Baker, 
there  is  no  objection  except  that  the  board  rules  that  they  must  be  confined  to  the 
questions,  and  not  consume  so  much  time.  Here  you  state  you  wish  to  prove  certain 
facts ;  let  the  witness  come  forward  and  prove  the  facts.  They  may  be  proved  by  affi- 
davit and  save  time. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  would  like  to  ask  what  the  rule  is  about  presenting  the  case  of 
other  counties.  Shall  they  be  presented  before  you  go  on  with  the  Baker  witnesses,  or 
after;  or  shall  they  be  merely  nledf 

Mr.  McLiN.  All  the  cases  will  have  to  be  filed  by  to-morrow  morning.  This  having 
alphabetical  proceedings  may  delay  matters. 

Mr.  Chandler.  They  are  not  intending  to  file  papers  in  their  counties  now,  not  being 
ready. 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  would  say  they  must  be  all  filed  in  the  morning.  You  can  hold  them 
back  until  the  morning. 

Bir.  Cocke.  If  they  do  not  come  up  to  the  rule  they  will  have  to  take  the  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  specifications  can  be  read. 

BAKER   COyNTY. 

M.  I.  CoxE  sworn  for  the  democrats. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  Baker  County  ? — Answer.  Clerk  of  the 
eonrt. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  returns  signed  by  the  sheriff  of  Baker  County,  the 
county  judge  of  Baker  County,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  Mr.  Dorman,  purport- 
ing to  be  the  return  of  the  county  canvassers  of  that  county  f — A.  I  have  never  seen  a 
copy  of  such  a  return. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  its  being  made  in  your  county  ? — A.  I  do  not  know,  not  of  my 
own  knowledge ;  of  course  I  have  heard  or  it. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  receive  information  of  the  existence  of  this  return  f — A. 
After  it  was  read  before  the  State  canvassing-board ;  that  was  the  first  knowledge  I 
bad  of  it.    I  bad  had  an  intimation  of  it. 

Q.  At  what  time  had  you  an  intimation  that  this  canvass  was  being  made  and  cer- 
tificates issued  ? — ^A.  Day  before  yesterday  evening  when  I  arrived  in  tne  city. 

Q.  You  heard  nothing  of  this  return  while  in  your  county  f — A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Won't  you  ask  him  whether  he  made  any  other  return  on  the  13th  ! 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  you  sign  a  paper  or  return  for  Baker  County  ? — A.  I  did. 
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Q.  Who  else  signed  the  return  with  you  ? — A.  John  Dorman^  justice  of  the  peace. 

Q.  No  one  else  f — A.  No  one  else. 

Q.  Did  you  notify  the  sheriff  before  making  this  return  to  be  present  ? — A.  Notified 
tht  sheriff  and  requested  the  county  judge  both  to  participate  in  making  the  return. 

Q.  Were  they  present  when  the  return  was  made  f — A.  They  were  both  in  town. 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  in  town. — ^A.  They  both  refused  directly  to  participat-e. 

Mr.  Raney.  Please  ask  him  to  state  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  return 
they  made. 

Mr.  Barlow.  The  witness  made  two  returns^  and  we  don't  understand  which  one  he 
is  talking  about.    Let  him  state  all  the  circumstances. 

The  Witness.  The  circumstances  are  that  on  the  10th,  three  days  aft-er  the  election,  I 
went  to  Sanderson  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  county  judge,  and  when  I  arrived 
there  requested  the  sheiiff^  the  justice  of  the  peace  being  there  already,  to  assist  in 
making  the  canvass.  At  the  time  I  believed  1  would  be  absent  for  several  days  and 
would  not  have  an  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  canvass.  The  sheriff  refused 
positively  to  make  the  canvass.  I  had  received  a  notice,  however,  from  the  judge  of 
the  county  court  to  appear  on  Monday.  We  made  this  canvass,  however,  and  on  Mon- 
day went.'in  compliance  with  his  notification,  and  prepared  myself  and  the  justice  ready 
to  participate  in  the  canvass  with  him,  refused  to  do  it  on  the  day  he  notified  ns  to 
come,  which  was  the  13r.b.  The  sheriff  also  refused  and  we  went  to  work  and  made  a 
second  return,  conforming  exactly  with  the  first. 

Mr.  Saltonstaix.  I  would  like  to  have  the  witness  asked  whether  the  county  judge 
was  in  the  county  of  Baker  on  the  10th  when  the  application  was  made  to  the  sheriff 
to  participate  in  this  canvass? 

The  Witness.  I  couldn't  say  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Ask  him  when  he  got  the  letter  appointing  Monday  as  the  day. 

The  Witness.  I  got  that  on  the  13th. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Didn't  receive  it  until  the  13th  T— A.  Until  the  13th. 

Q.  When  you  came  down  on  the  13th  did  you  make  an  effort  to  find  the  judge  ?— A, 
I  did  make  an  effort,  and  did  find  him,  and  he  left  the  village  in  a  very  short  time  after 
I  went  there,  and  remained  absent  until  about  four  o'clock. 

Q.  What  day  did  he  leave?— A.  On  that  day  ;  on  the  morning  of  the  I3th. 

Q.  Was  he  present  on  Friday,  the  10th? — A.  He  was  not  present. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  an  effort  to  find  him  ? — A.  I  inquired  for  him,  but  found  he  was 
absent  from  the  village. 

Q.  Where  did  you  inquire  for  him  ? — A.  Of  several  parties ;  I  believe  I  inquired  of 
Mr.  Harvey. 

Q.  You  iid  not  hear  that  he  had  been  to  Jacksonville  ? — A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  At  that  time  you  had  not  received  the  letter  appointing  Monday  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  received  it  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  not  on  the  morning  of  the  10th? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  it  as  soon  as  you  came  to  town  ? — A.  Before. 

Q.  Then  you  got  to  town  and  sent  out  to  find  the  judge  ? — A.  I  simply  inquired  for 
him. 

Q.  Didn't  the  letter  state  where  the  judge  had  been  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  state  that  he  was  going  to  Jacksonville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  it  state  that  he  was  going  out  of  town  ? — A.  I  am  not  ceTtain  of  that. 

Q.  If  you  have  the  letter  here  that  wijl  be  the  best  evidence. 

[Witness  produces  a  letter.] 

Mr.  BAiax)W.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  ask  the  witness  to  read  it  ? 

The  Witness.  [Reading.]  "  Oflace  of  the  county  judge,  Sanderson,  November  10, 1876. 
To  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  member  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers :  Dear  Sir : 
You  are  hereby  required  to  be  and  appear  in  Sanderson  on  Monday,  November  13,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  to  canvass  the  votes  of  Baker  County.  I  have  also  notified  the  justice 
of  the  peace  to  the  same  effect. 

«  D.  W.  DRIGGERS, 

"  County  Judge." 

Q.  Is  that  the  original  letter  ? — ^A.  That  is  the  original. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  that  letter  ? — A.  A  negro  boy  by  whom  it  was  sent, 

Q.  Was  he  coming  out  from  town  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  Bid  you  meet  Judge  Driggers  oc  your  way  to  Sanderson  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Is  that  the  first  intimation  you  had  from  the  county  judge  in  respect  to  any  time 
to  canvass  ? — A.  That  is  the  first  I  ha4  from  the  county  judge.  That  is  the  first  knowl- 
edge I  had  that  he  was  county  judge. 

Q.  How  is  it  that  you  did  not  know  he  was  county  judge  ? — A.  The  appointment  has 
not  been  very  long.    Since  that  I  have  seen  it  in  the  papers. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  after  receiving  that  letter  you  proceeded  at  once  to  make  a  can- 
vass without  paying  any  attention  to  the  request  contained  in  it? — ^A.  No;  I  asked  for 
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the  countj' judge  and  fouad  that  he  was  absent.  Then  I  wont  to  the  sherift  and  made 
a  request  on  him  to  go  with  us  in  the  canvass,  believing  that  I  would  be  absent,  and 
not  be  able  to  be  present  at  all  at  the  canvass. 

Q.  What  time  un  the  13th  did  you  arrive  in  Saudei-sou  f — A.  About  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  State  to  the  board  what  was  done. — A.  I  went  immediately  to  the  county  judge, 
who  was  mounted  on  a  horse  when  I  arrived  in  the  place,  and  asked  him  would  he 
remain  and  go  into  a  canvass  at  once.  He  remarked  that  he  had  all  the  canvass  he 
wanted,  or  something  to  that  effect ;  that  he  would  not  have  anything  more  to  do  with 
it.  I  went  then  to  the  sheriflf,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  and  requested  him  to  go 
with  me  and  the  justice  of  the  peace  and  make  a  canvass.  He  refused  at  that  time  to 
do  it,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses.  I  then  proceeded  to  make  a  canvass  with  one 
justice  of  the  peace,  after  making  an  effort,  sending  fifteen  miles,  to  get  another  justice 
of  the  peace,  who  we  found,  when  he  came,  had  resigned,  and  was  not  justice  of  the 
peace. 

<J.  Where  do  you  reside,  Mr.  Coxe  ? — ^A.  Five  miles  firom  the  county-seat. 

Q.  Have  you  a  deputy  clerk  f — A.  I  have  a  deputy,  J.  W.  Howell,  who  does  every- 
thing. 

Q.  What  justice  of  the  peace  acted  with  you  in  making  the  canvass  f — A.  John 
Dorman. 

Mr.  Bablow.  Will  you  ask  the  witness  whether,  after  his  canvass  of  the  vote,  he 
did  not  express  great  regret  that  he  had  gone  on  and  made  it  in  that  way  alone  f — ^A.  I 
expressed  a  regret  at  the  time  that  there  was  any  dissatisfaction  about  it,  and  told  the 
oonnty  jndge  that  I  wonld  like  to  have  his  co-operation  on  the  13th.    I  told  him  that. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  ask  the  county  judge  to  help  you  out  of  the  scrape,  or  words  to  that 
effect f — A.  I  solicited  him  very  strongly;  I  told  him  that  there  would  possibly  be 
some  who  wonld  think  it  somewhat  irregular,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  I  wonld  like 
him  to  go  into  the  canvass  with  me.  i 

Q.  So  as  to  correct  itf — A.  So  as  to  correct  it  so  far  as  the  number  on  the  bill  was 
concerned. 

Q.  Didn't  you  say  to  the  county  jud^e  that  you  wonld  give  a  hundred  dollars  to  get 
out  of  it  ? — A.  I  may  have  said  something  like  that.  It  is  a  habit  of  mine  to  say  that 
I  would  give  a  hundred  dollars  to  do  or  have  anything  done.  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  Miiia  it,  but  I  might  possibly  have  done  or  said  something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  Where  did  you  make  the  canvass  ? — A.  In  the  clerk's  office. 

Q.  Look  at  these  two  copies,  Mr.  Coxe,  and  state  whether  they  are  the  returns  you 
made  out  f  [Papers  shown  to  witness.] — A.  These  are  the  two  copies  made  on  the  13th. 

Q.  When  you  made  the  canvass  on  the  13th,  had  all  the  returns  from  Baker  County 
been  received  ?— A.  They  had. 

Q.  There  were  four  precincts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Will  yon  ask  him  one  more  question :  whether  prior  to  his  canvass  on 
the  10th  he  had  sent  any  notice  to  the  county  judge  in  time  to  find  him  on  that  day  f — 
A.  I  had  sent  verbal  word  by  a  gentleman  named  Smith  from  Sanderson  to  Mr. 
Driggers,  the  county  judge,  that  I  would  come  there  Friday  morning ;  and  afterward 
I  heard  that  Mr.  Smith  had  not  seen  Mr.  Driggers,  and  had  not  delivered  my  message. 

Q.  Don't  know  whether  any  request  was  made  of  the  judge  to  join  you  on  uie 
10th  ? — A.  Mr.  Smith  told  me  he  had  not  seen  him. 

Q.  When  did  you  send  word  by  Mr.  Smith  t— A.  I  think  it  was  on  Thursday,  before 
I  went  down  on  Friday  morning. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  that  Driggers  was  county  judge! — A.  It  was  just  within  a  day 
or  two  that  I  knew  he  was  a  judge,  but  afterward  I  found  out  from  some  others. 

Mr.  Thornburgh.  I  thought  I  detected  a  little  discrepancy  between  the  reading  of 
the  two  returns.   May  we  be  permitted  to  look  at  them  a  moment  ? 

(The  papers  were  handed  to  Mr.  Thornburgh  by  the  chairman.) 

Q.  Did  yon  not  know  that  the  sheriff  and  county  judge  refuseid  to  canvass  with  yon 
on  the  13th  because  you  had  previously  made  a  canvass  ? — ^A.  I  know  they  refused, 
bat  they  never  gave  me  that  as  a  reason. 

Q.  Did  not  they  know  you  had  made  a  canvass  previous  to  that  time  f — A.  They 
knew  it ;  yes,  sir. 

(At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bisbee  the  following  questions  were  asked  of  the  witness :) 

Q.  Mr.  Coxe,  were  you  not  requested  by  some  democrats  to  buy  a  board  of  canvassers 
to  make  the  canvass  of  your  county  ? — A.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  state  to  the  sheriff  that  you  were  urged  to  use  money  for  that  pur- 
pose T— A.  I  don't  remember  to  have  ma<le  such  a  statement. 

Q.  Was  Allen,  the  sheriff,  offered  money  to  sign  the  return  you  made  ? — A.  Not  within 
my  knowledge.  He  told  me  he  was.  If  he  was,  I  know  nothing  of  it.  He  also  gave 
the  name  of  the  party  offering  it. 

Q.  Who  was  itf — A.  His  name  was  Barnitz. 

Q.  Did  he  state  the  amonnt? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics! — A.  I  am  deraocfatic  in  my  politics  when  that  party 
suits  me.    I  have  voted  several  times  for  the  republicans.    I  affiliate  with  the  demo- 
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oratic  party,  bnt  have  occasionally  voted  for  repnblican  candidates.  In  this  election  I 
voted  the  entire  democratic  ticket. 

Mr.  Thornburgh.  The  discrepancy  that  I  thoupfht  I  noticed  is  in  the  way  the  whole 
nnmber  of  votes  was  read.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  to  read  those  here.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  last  return  gives  the  total  at  280 ;  the  other  says  381. 

Mr.  Sellers.  But  the  votes  given  to  the  democrats  and  repablicans  are  precisely 
the  same,  and  the  total  then  is  381. 

Mr.  Thornburgh.  I  would  like  lo  have  the  chairman  ask  this  witness  which  was 
correct,  the  last  or  the  first  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  board  which  is  correct,  the  return  signed  on  the  13th 
or  the  one  signed  on  the  10th  ? — A.  Will  you  let  me  see  the  discrepancy  ? 

Q.  The  discrepancy  is  in  the  total  number  of  votes  cast. — A .  [After  examining  the 
papers.]  If  they  disagree  it  is  a  clerical  error;  they  do  disagree  in  the  total  nnmber 
of  votes  cast,  but  not  in  the  summing  up. 

Mr.  Thornburgh.  Upon  which  one  of  those  returns  is  the  clerical  error,  that  made 
on  the  lOtb  or  the  13th  t 

Witness.  I  cannot  tell  until  I  see  the  dates ;  I  have  forgotten. 

f  Papers  again  shown  to  witness.) 

A.  1  wonld  have  to  go  over  the  whole  figures  before  I  could  tell  which  one  the  error 
occurs  in. 

Mr.  McLiN.  If  there  is  no  other  question  to  the  witness  he  can  retire. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Now  we  are  ready  to  go  on  with  two  or  three  counties.  Will  you  go 
on  alphabetically  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  We  are  ready  to  receive  papers  in  any  county. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  statement  of  objection  proposed  by  the  democrats  to  be  made  to 
the  return  m>m  Duval  County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  twenty-two  papers,  enu- 
merated in  the  specifications. 

NASSAU  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Bisbee  read  the  republican  specification  of  objection  to  the  returns  from  Naasan 
County,  and  filed  eleven  papers  in  support  thereof. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Mr.  BiSBEE.  In  Duval  County  we  ask  that  34  votes  given  for  the  democratic  party 
in  the  different  precincts  be  deducted  on  the  same  ground  as  in  Nassau,  and  we  file  nine 
papers  in  support  of  this  specification. 

JACKSON  COUNTY. 

General  Lew  Wallace  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  to  the  returns 
from  the  various  precincts  of  Jackson  County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  twenty-one 
exhibits. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Is  counsel  prepared  with  some  other  case  f 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  have  no  more  ready  at  present. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o^clock  a.  m. 


SIXTH  DAY. 

December  2, 1876. 
The  board  of  State  canvassers  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  who  announced  that  the  board  was  ready  to  go 
on  with  the  filing  of  papers,  which  should  all  be  filed  this  morning. 


MONROE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  read  the  specifications  of  objection  by  the  republicans  to  the  return  from 
Monroe  County,  and  tiled  twelve  papers  in  support  thereof. 

HERNANDO  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  also  read  the  specifications  of  objection  by  the  republicans  to  the  re- 
turn from  Hernando  County,  and  stated  that  the  documentary  proof  would  be  snb- 
mitted  hereafter. 
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COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  answer  on  the  part  of  the  democrats  to  the  objections  made  to 
the  return  from  Columbia  County,  in  support  of  which  he  filed  ten  papers. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  reply  to  the  affidavits  introduced  by  the  republicans,  charging 
intimidation  in  Duval  County  by  the  use  of  marked  ballots,  and  filed  in  support  thereof 
two  exhibits. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Governor  Noyes.  I  nm  informed  by  Mi\jor  McKane  that  he  desires  to  make  a  correc- 
tion with  regard  to  his  testimony  yesterday. 

Major  McKane  recalled  for  the  republicans. 
Examined  by  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  time  was  it,  what  day  was  it,  you  saw  Floyd  Dukes  sign  this  affidavit  f — 
A.  Saturday,  instead  of  Friday.    I  said  Friday ;  it  was  Saturday. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  T — ^A.  Betweeu  seven  and  eight  o^clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Are  you  still  to-day  of  the  same  opinion  as  yesterday,  that  it  was 
signed  in  Belton's  office  f 

A.  I  didn't  say  Belton's  office  at  Gainesville.  It  was  in  a  store  at  Archer,  in  a  build- 
ing;  I  suppose  it  was  an  office. 

Q.  Didn't  you  state  yesterday  that  you  saw  it  signed  in  Belton's  office  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Isn't  it  the  rule  to  put  questions  through  the  chairman  f 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  never  intend  to  transgress  the  rules. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  think  several  gentlemen  have  been  called  to  account.  Still  I  am 
perfectly  willing  counsel  should  furnish  questions  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  will  ask  to  have  the  rule  observed  after  this  witness. 

Mr.  McLiN,  (to  Bir.  Sellers.)  Continue  your  questions. 

Mr.  Sellers,  (to  witness.)  You  say  now  you  did  not  say  you  saw  it  signed  in  Bel- 
ton's office  f — A.  I  said  it  was  signed  at  Archer. 

Q.  Where  was  it  signed  at  Archer  ? — A.  In  a  store.  I  don't  remember  the  store ;  in 
a  building. 

Q.  Whose  building  ?— A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Can't  yon  state  where  it  was,  or  whose  building  it  was  ?    Ton  saw  it  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  can't  state  whose  building  it  was  T — A.  I  cannot,  because  I  am  not  very 
well  acquainted  at  Archer,  nor  with  the  persons  living  in  the  houses. 

Gtovernor  Noyes.  That  is  all. 

NASSAU  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  answer  of  democratQ  to  the  specifications  of  the  republicans 
against  twenty -nine  votes  cast  for  the  democratic  electors  in  Nassau  County,  and 
stated  that  affidavits  would  be  filed  in  support  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the 
answer. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Pasco  read  the  democratic  specifications  of  objection  to  the  return  from  Jeffer- 
son County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  113  exhibits. 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Bisbee  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  to  the  return  from  Clay 
County,  and  filed  10  papers  in  support  of  the  same. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Bisbee  also  read  the  answer  of  the  republicans  to  the  specifications  of  objection 
made  by  the  democrats  in  Duval  County,  and  stated  that  the  time  had  been  so  short, 
the  case  not  having  been  presented  until  yesterday,  that  it  had  been  impossible  to 
obtain  copies  of  the  poll-list.  The  clerk  had  the  originals  of  the  poll-list,  check-list; 
and  return  in  his  possession,  and  they  were  at  the  inspection  of  the  board  at  any  time 
they  desired. 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Bisbee  read  the  rejpublican  specifications  of  objection  to  the^return  from  Orange 
County,  and  stated  the  time  had  been  so  short  that  the  preparation  of  papers  was  not 
completed  in  that  case. 

VOLUSIA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Bisbee  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  tO'the  return  from  Volusia 
County. 
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ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

J.  H.  Belton  sworn  for  the  democrats. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Belton,  are  you  a  magistrate  of  Alachua  County  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  Saturday  last,  November  25  f  — A.  I  was  last  Saturday  at 
Gainesville,  most  of  the  time.    I  was  also  at  Archer  early  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Who  carried  you  to  Archer  on  Friday  evening  last  f — A.  I  don't  know  as  anybody 
carried  me  there.    I  went  there  in  company  with  some  parties. 

Q.  Went  of  your  own  volition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  nave  an  affidavit  with  you  for  Floyd  Dukes  to  sign? — A.  Well.no;  I 
didn't  have  it  in  my  possession.  No  ;  I  don't  know  that  there  was  any  affidavit  for  him 
to  sign  particularly.    There  was  some  matter 

Q.  Look  at  this  affidavit  and  see  if  you  recognize  it  as  having  been  made  before 
yon.—A.  That  was  evidently  made  before  me;  at  least,  it  is  my  iurat  there,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Floyd  Dukes  sign  it  or  authorize  his  mark  to  be  made  to  it  ? — A.  [After  a 
pause.]  Well,  I  think  he  did  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Did  he  refuse  to  sign  it  f — A.  At  first  he  did  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  consented? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  this  affidavit  tome  out  of  your  possession  ? — A.  That  affidavit,  sir,  waa 
turned  over  by  me  to  Captain  Dennis. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  this  jurat  written  that  you  have  attached  ? — A.  That  jurat 
was  written  on  Saturday,  I  think,  about,  probably,  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Before  or  after  you  saw  him  ? — A.  Directly  after ;  I  remember  the  place. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Dukes  touch  the  pen  when  you  put  his  mark  there  ? — A.  I  don't  think, 
sir,  that  he  did ;  but  he  was  present. 

Q.  Did  any  one  request  him  to  place  his  mark  there  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  assent  to  the  affidavit  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  the  cross-mark  in  point  of  fact  ? — ^A.  I  made  the  cross-mark  in  point 
of  fact. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Dukes  touch  the  pen  when  you  made  that  mark  ? — A.  I  don't  think  he 
did,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  affidavit  read  to  him  ? — A.  O,  yes,  sir,  it  was ;  it  was  read  over  once. 

Q.  At  what  place  in  Archer  was  it  signed? — ^A.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  very  weU  ac- 
quainted down  there,  but  it  was  in  a  house  near  the  railroad.  I  believe  it  used  to  be 
an  old  store,  from  the  looks  of  it ;  it  is  occupied  by  colored  people — one  end  of  it.  I 
don't  know  whose  house  it  is — anything  about  it. 

Q.  Was  it  occupied  at  that  time  as  a  grocery  ? — ^A.  There  was  nothing  in  it  except 
in  one  end,  a  little  furniture  and  a  stove — some  colored  people  living  in  one  end  of  it ; 
there  was  nothing  in  the  front  part  of  the  house  at  all. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Will  the  chairman  please  ask  the  witness  some  questions  I  now  hand 
him  in  writing  ? 

Mr.  Chandler.  Any  objection  to  my  seeing  them  before  asking  ? 

Mr.  Sellers.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Chandler.  [After  examination  of  the  paper.]  We  object  to  the  questions  on 
the  ground  that  they  cannot  contradict  their  own  witness. 

Questions  admitted  and  propounded  by  the  chairman,  as  follows : 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Brown  this  morning  that  Dukes  had  refused  to  put  his  mark 
to  the  affidavit,  and  had  not  authorized  yon  to  do  it  ? — ^A.  I  told  him  he  had,  and  so  he 
did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  this  morning  that  you  did  not  know  how  that  affidavit  got  out 
of  your  possession  ? — A.  Well,  yes ;  I  probably  stated  to  him  that  fact. 

Q.  And  that  he  had  not  authorized  you  to  do  it  ?  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Brown  that  Dukes 
had  not  authorized  you  to  do  it  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  stated  that  much ;  I  don't  think  I 
did. 

Q.  Do  you  distinctly  say,  under  your  oath,  that  Dukes  did  authorize  you  to  put  his 
mark  to  that  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  it  done  ?— A.  At  Toby  Adams's  house,  at  Archer.  I  believe  tha*  there 
is  an  old  house  there  that  is  not  occupied  now. 

Q.  When  was  it  ?~A.  That,  sir,  was  about  nine  o'clock  Saturday  morning. 

LEON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  democratic  specifications  of  objection  against  the  return  from 
Leon  County. 

During  the  reading,  Mr.  Chandler  inquired  if  a  certain  objection  referred  to  more 
than  one  precinct  in  Tallahassee. 

Mr.  Raney.  Yes,  sir ;  in  all  of  them  in  the  city,  which  was  the  greatest  piece  of  vil- 
lainy that  was  ever  perpetrated. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Is  that  in  the  affidavit  ? 

Mr.  Raney.  No,  sir ;  but  it  is  in  here,  [pointing  to  his  breast.] 
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Mr.  Chandler.  You  should  keep  it  there,  then.  • 

Mr.  Rajjey.  I  would  state  to  tbe^entlemau  that  I  shall  speak  whatever  I  please. 

Mr.  Chandler.  And  I  charaotenze  the  gentleman's  statement  as  an  impertinence 
and  an  outrage  upon  justice. 

Mr.  Cocke.  Gentlemen  will  settle  their  personal  difficulties  outside  in  a  gentlemanly 
manner,  and  not  bring  them  in  here. 

Mr.  Raney  concluded  his  reading  of  objections  to  the  return  from  Leon  County,  and 
filed  twenty-nine  exhibits  in  support  of  the  allegations  therein  contained. 

HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Anit  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  to  the  return  from  Hamilton 
Connty,  and  filed  four  exhibits  in  support  thereof,  some  of  which  contained  two  affi- 
davits. 

LEVY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Amt  also  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  to  the  return  from  Levy 
Connty,  and  filed  one  exhibit  in  support  thereof,  containing  two  affidavits  and  a  cer- 
tificate. 

HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  read  the  republican  specifications  of  objection  to  the  return  from  . 
Hillsborough  County,  and  stated  that  the  papers  in  support  of  the  allegations  would 
be  filed  hereafter. 

BAKER  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  read  the  republican  statement  maintaining  the  legality  of  the  return 
of  the  connty  judge,  sheriff,  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  stated  that  papers  would  be 
filed  hereafter  in  support  of  the  statements  made. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Bir,  Chandler  also  filed  twelve  papers  in  Monroe  County,  being  all  to  be  filed,  with 
the  exception  of  one  which  was  being  copied. 

JACKSON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Pasco  read  the  democratic  reply  to  spt^cifications  of  objection  to  the  return  from 
Jackson  County,  and  filed  sixty-three  exhibits  in  support  of  the  same. 

LEON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  specification  No.  5  in  case  of  Leon  County,  and  filed  another  affida- 
vit in  support  of  a  former  specification. 

A  pause  here  occurred  in  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  board  will  come  to  order.  I  have  received  this  morning,  by  mail, 
a  return  from  Dade  County,  and  if  it  is  desired,  there  is  an  opportunity  to  contest. 

Mr.  Sellers,  (sotto  voce.)  That  is  a  grim  joke. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  will  have  to  submit  to  Dade^  whatever  it  is. 

THE  VOTE  OP  DADE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Dade  Connty.  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  for 
President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  was  14.  [Langhter.]  F.  C 
Humphries,  C.  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  and  T.  E.  Long  each  received  9  votes ;  J.  E. 
Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  H.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock  each  received  5  votee. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  had  hoped  to  file  this  day  a  certificate,  which,  however,  has  not  ar- 
rived here  on  account  of  delay  in  the  arrival  of  a  train.  The  certificate  will  show, 
as  I  am  instructed,  that  Mr.  Humphries,  for  whom  a  vote  for  elector  has  been  cast,  was 
appointed  by  the  United  States  circuit  court,  under  Revised  Statutes,  sections  4501, 
4592,  4593,  and  4694,  shipping-master,  and  that  he  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  to 
perform  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  that  he  entered  upon  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  that  office.  This  certificate  will  be  offered  with  a  view  of  showing  his  ineli- 
gibility under  the  provisions  of  your  constitution  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
elector.  If  I  get  that  certificate  I  will  hand  it  to  you.  I  merely  make  this  public 
statement  of  ray  offer  in  order  that  my  friends  on  the  other  side  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  the  fact  and  contesting  it  if  they  think  proper.  I  would  suggest 
that  a  prior  return  from  Archer  precinct  should  be  put  in,  and  if  it  is  put  in  I  should 
be  pleased  to  have  a  minute  of  the  number. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  shall  have  some  further  witnesses  in  Alachua  County  when  the 
train  arrives. 

Mr.  McLin  gave  Mr.  Barlow  a  certified  copy  of  the  return  from  Archer  precinct  in 
1874. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-three  republican  and  twenty-five  democratic 
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for  Congress.  I  veoald  suggest  that  this  be  put  in.  It  ought  to  be  stated  that  in  1874 
there  was  but  one  box ;  this  year  there  were  two  boxes,  but  in  the  same  building,  and 
it  was  practically  one  precinct ;  but  I  believe  there  was  no  doubt  about  that  one. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Three  hundred  and  eighteen  in  both  precincts,  and  far  more  than  that 
was  stated  to  be  given  in  Archer  precinct  No.  2.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  the 
two  boxes,  but  that  is  my  impression,  that  the  democratic  vote  at  the  two  boxes  was 
about  236.  What  the  total  republican  vote  is  I  do  not  know.  In  both  precincts  the 
democratic  electors  received  one  majority — 236  to  235.  The  uncontested  vote  is  much 
larger  than  the  contested  vote.    I  would  like  to  get  those  figures. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  seem  to  have  them  very  correctly,  as  stated  by  several  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  would  like  that  paper  to  go  in  generaUy — all  the  precincts  in  1874. 

Mr.  McLm.  I  have  filed  it  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  think  we  all  agree  that  an  adjournment  until  about  half  past  seven 
o^cIock  this  eveoing  would  be  desirable,  and  then  we  can  have  drawn  everything  in 
the  form  of  specification  and  proof. 

The  board  adjourned  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  board  met  at  half  past  seven,  according  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  the  chairman. 

HERNANDO  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Sellers  read  the  reply  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to  the 
return  from  Hernando  County. 

MANATEE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Sellers  also  read  the  reply  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to 
the  return  from  Manatee  County,  and  filed  three  papers  in  support  of  the  same. 

LEVY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Sellers  also  read  the  answer  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection 
made  to  the  return  from  Lievy  County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  the  affidavit  of  the 
deputy  clerk. 

HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Sellers  also  read  the  democratic  answer  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to  the 
return  from  Hamilton  County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  seven  exhibits. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Gh)vemor  Noyes  read  the  republicans'  answer  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to  the 
retun  from  Jefferson  County,  stating  that  the  papers  submitted  by  the  democrats  are 
so  voluminous  that  it  is  impossible  to  traverse  all  the  allegations. 

SANTA  ROSA  C4)UNTY. 

Mr.  Amt.  If  the  board  please,  I  have  not  received  the  evidence  I  had  expected  in 
reference  to  Santa  Rosa  County,  and  should  have  been  glad  to  have  received,  in  order 
to  file  charges  and  specifications  therein.  I  desire  now  the  privilege  of  filing  the 
charges  and  specifications  in  that  county,  and  ask  time  to  file  the  evidence  when  it  is 
received.    If.  may  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sellers.  This  seems  to  be  entirely  fair,  and  if  we  were  in  a  court  of  justice  I 
should  be  extremely  opposed  to  making  any  objection  to  it ;  but  really,  as  we  ought 
to  prepare  for  your  information  a  careful  argument,  to  be  read  to  you  on  Monday,  I 
do  not  see  how  we  can  perform  intelligently  that  duty  here  without  stopping  at  some 
point,  and  if  cbargeH  are  filed  here  which  require  us  to  consider  any  evidence  on  Mon- 
day, it  is  not  physically  possible  for  us  to  do  so.  I  came  here  under  the  impression  that 
certain  documents  were  to  be  submitted  in  which  charges  have  been  filed,  but  we 
would  be  utterly  unable  to  meet  the  charges  on  any  county  now.  If,  however,  you 
receive  it,  we  shall  not  be  considered  bound  to  make  any  reply  to  it,  because  I  hope  we 
may  make  our  argument  on  the  whole  case,  without  leaving  anything  out  which  may 
have  been  presented  to  the  board. 

Mr.  Chandler.  The  gentleman  has  indicated  what  he  thinks  about  new  charges. 
What  about  matters  of  defense  7 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  think  that  on  every  charge  which  you  have  filed  you  have  the 
right  to  file  proof.  And  I  understand  what  the  charges  now  are  that  are  in,  and  we 
rest  content  with  our  capacity  to  meet  them  ;  but  we  could  not  meet  charges  coming 
in  now  with  proofs  to  come  in  on  Monday. 
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Mr.  Amt.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  board  has  been  proceeding  before,  when 
the  proof  was  not  at  hand  leave  has  been  given  to  file  the  proofs  afterward. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Papers  were  received  in  cases  that  were  offered  this  morning. 

Mr.  Amt.  The  evidence  I  coaldn't  file  until  Monday,  even  if  this  had  been  filed  this 
morning. 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  have  in  ray  hand  additional  specifications  in  Orange  County,  of 
which  Mr.  Bisbee  gave  notice  this  morning.  It  must  be  manifest  that  the  republicans 
are  at  an  unfair  advantage  if  we  are  not  allowed  to  put  them  in.  The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  favored  us  with  some  two  hundred  affidavits,  and  we  are  expected  to 
answer  them  between  now  and  Monday  morning,  as  perhaps  we  may.  But  I  do  not 
tiiink  the  board  ought  to  refuse  either  charges  or  evidence  up  to  the  last  possible  mo- 
ment. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  last  order  of  the  board  was  that  it  reserved  to  itself  the  right  to 
allow  evidence  to  come  in  after  to-day  if  they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Pasco.  But  that  all  the  charges  were  to  be  put  in  this  morning. 

Mr.  McLiN.  But  the  order  was  that  the  board  reserved  to  itself  the  right  to  receive 
other  evidence  if  they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  gave  notice  in  both  these  cases. 

Mr.  Amt.  I  do  not  remember  how  formally  I  stated  it,  but  I  am  quite  sure  notice 
was  given. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  will  state  to  the  board  that  we  have  yet  four  or  five  counties  in 
which  we  expected  to  file  specifications  and  charges,  but  our  evidence  has  not  come 
in;  and  if  the  door  is  to  be  opened  for  Santa  Kosa,  we  shall  expect  it  to  remain 
open  for  these  other  counties  to  come  in.  But  we  expected  that  the  rule  this  morn- 
ng  affords  a  reasonable  termination  to  the  time  the  charges  were  to  be  filed,  and, 
in  order  to  get  through  this  morning,  the  other  side  were  asked  whether  they  had 
any  charges  to  raise  in  any  county  except  the  county  of  Dade,  which  came  in  then 
for  the  first  time,  and  we  expected  that  the  board  would  hold  to  the  limit  which 
they  there  indicated.  Santa  Kosa  is  one  of  the  most  remote  counties  in  the  State, 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  new  matter.  All  the  charges 
made  this  morning  we  will  try  to  meet ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  unwise 
to  keep  this  matter  open  interminably.  It  is  a  very  vague  mode  of  statement :  we 
may  not  be  put  upon  inquiry  until  next  Tuesday  ;  and  I  trust  that  the  board  will  not 
only  hold  the  other  side  to  the  limit,  but  will  settle  definitely  that  this  morning  was 
to  be  the  limit  for  bringing  in  oases.  It  will  work  a  hardship  upon  us  with  regard  to 
three  or  four  counties,  but  seeing  what  an  onerous  labor  there  is  upon  the  members  of 
the  board,  we  submit  gracefully  to  it.  But  we  ask  that  the  other  side  may  be  required 
to  do  the  same,  and  as  the  first  step  in  the  case  we  hope  that  your  honors  will  exclude 
all  new  cases,  and  only  allow  new  evidence  with  regard  to  cases  already  in  court.  We 
Bhall  then  begin  to  see  the  beginning  of  the  end,  and  some  near  approach  to  a  termi- 
nation of  our  labor,  and  the  papers  which  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  board. 

Mr.  Amt.  It  is  by  no  lack  of  diligence  on  our  part  that  we  have  not  this  county  pre- 
pared, as  it  was  only  since  the  adioumment  this  morning  that  we  heard  the  charges. 
Had  I  known  as  definitely  since  the  adjournment  the  state  of  the  case,  I  should  have 
considered  it  negligence  on  our  part  not  to  file  the  specifications  earlier ;  but  we  have 
done  all  that  was  possible. 

Bir.  Chandler.  My  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Amt  stated  that  he  wished  to  file  specifi- 
cations in  Santa  Bosa. 

Mr.  Amt.  I  supposed  the  rule  would  not  be  strictly  followed,  at  least  to-dav. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  order  is :  "  Resolved,  That  on  Saturday  morning  the  list  of  counties 
will  be  called  in  relation  to  the  election  of  presidential  electors,  and  contestants  and 
respondents  will  be  required  to  file  their  papers,  the  board  reserving  to  itself  the  right 
to  receive  testimony  on  Monday,  if  they  think  proper."  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
the  board  that  yon  have  the  ri^ht  to  file  papers  to-day,  and  any  testimony  on  Monday 
if  they  think  proper  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Raxey.  Each  case  to  be  submitted  to  the  board. 

Mr.  Cocke.  The  object  of  my  presenting  that  resolution  was  this :  that  parties  on 
both  sides  might  understand  that  there  must  be  some  limit  to  this  thing  ,*  that  it 
makes  no  difference  about  filing.  I  will  not  vote  to  receive  any  more  testimony  or  any 
new  counties.  It  was  distinctly  understood  that  the  counties  should  be  called  this 
morning,  but  the  understanding  was  that  the  board  would  not  receive  any  new  con- 
testing-papers  after  this  morning. 

Mr.  Amt.  We  have  concluded,  after  consultation,  that  if  the  rule  will  be  observed 
that  no  new  charges  will  be  received  in  any  county  we  will  withdraw  Santa  Rosa. 

Governor  Notes.  We  are  more  inclined  to  that,  because  we  are  informed  it  will  take 
two  weeks  to  read  the  evidence  now  on  file. 

orange  county. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  now  file  Mr.  Bisbee's  additional  specification  in  Orange  County. 
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Mr.  McLiN.  The  clerk  may  read  it. 

(Mr.  Apthorp,  the  clerk  of  the  board,  read  the  additional  specification  in  Orange 
Connty.) 

BAKER   COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  desire  to  file  additional  papers  in  Baker  Connty ;  one,  the  affidavit 
of  the  judge,  sheriff,  and  justice  of  the  peace  with  reference  to  the  regularity  of  their 
canvass  and  return  ;  the  other  is  the  affidavit  of  J.  W.  Powell,  with  reference  to  the 
registration  of  the  county. 

So  far  as  the  charges  are  concerned,  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  unless  we  have  made  some 
accidental  omission,  we  are  through,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  of  the  board. 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Ranby.  If  the  board  please,  I  will  take  up  Orange  County. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Proceed. 

(Mr.  Raney  read  the  answer  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to  the 
return  from  Orange  County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  twelve  exhibits.) 

Mr.  Raney.  I  would  state  to  the  board  and  counsel  that  we  sent  to  Columbia  to  get 
affidavits  of  certain  parties  who  are  charged  with  intimidating  men  who  voted  the 
republican  ticket ;  but  on  account  of  the  derangement  of  the  trains,  the  want  of  means 
of  getting  back,  or  on  account  of  the  distance  those  gentlemen  lived  from  the  railroad, 
our  agent  has  not  returned.  We  have  received  the  following  telegram,  however,  dated 
to-day  at  Lake  City :  "  Mr.  Brehil  will  be  up  Sunday  with  proper  affidavits  in  hand." 
Those  affidavits  are  in  refutation  of  those  charges,  and  we  ask  leave  to  file  theui.  I 
ask  leave  to  file  this  telegram. 

JACKSON  county. 

Mr.  Raney.  In  Jackson  Connty  I  would  like  to  file  some  other  affidavits,  namely, 
the  affidavits  of  B.  F.  Parker,  W.  D.  Dorrance  and  others,  and  McKinne  and  others,  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  republican  testimony  was  takqn. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  read  the  reply  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to  the 
return  from  Monroe  County,  and  filed  in  support  thereof  four  affidavits. 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  also  read  the  reply  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to 
the  return  from  Clay  County,  and  filed  thirteen  papers  in  support  thereof. 

VOLUSIA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Rainey  also  read  the  reply  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to 
the  return  from  Volusia  County,  and  in  support  thereof  filed  two  exhibits. 

NASSAU  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney.  In  the  matter  of  Nassau  County,  I  would  state  to  the  board  and  the  ooun* 
sel  on  the  other  side,  that  to-day  Mr.  Thompson,  who  is  paymaster  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Western  Transportation  Company,  came  here,  and  he  was  preparing  his  affidavit  upon 
charges  made  as  to  the  conduct  of  railroad  officials  as  to  twenty-nine  votes  in  that 
county ;  but  he  was  taken  quite  sick,  and  is  so  very  unwell  that  he  cannot  work.  He 
will  remain  here,  and  on  Monday  we  hope  to  get  the  affidavit  referred  to  and  file  it. 
Mr.  Yulee  is  also  here,  and  will  prepare  an  affidavit  himself,  but  he  cannot  do  it  witii- 
out  Mr.  Thompson's  assistance  in  some  matters. 

LEON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  read  the  answer  of  the  republicans  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to 
the  return  from  Leon  County,  and  filed  two  affidavits  in  support  thereof— those  of  Sheriff 
Stokes  and  Mr.  Coggswell. 

FINAL  ARGUMENTS. 

Mr.  Sellers.  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  board  as  to  the  arguments  ?  I  know  they 
are  not  to  be  oral,  but  shall  we  come  here  on  Monday  and  read  them  ? 

Governor  Noyes.  We  expect  to  bare  considerable  proof  to  offer  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Why  not  put  the  final  argument  on  file  with  the  board  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  understanding  of  the  board  is  that  the  argument  should  be  tiled. 

Governor  No  yes.    Do  I  understand  this  is  to  be  done  by  Monday  night  ? 

Mr.  McLiN.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Sellers.  It  will  not  take  much  time  to  read  the  argument ;  we  can  readily  read 
our  own  writing. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  am  quite  certain  it  will  take  a  great  deal  of  time  to  read  the  aigu- 
aient  in  ojI  ta^se  cases. 
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Mr.  Sellers.  I  will  undertake  that  the  argument  we  shall  present  will  take  but  an 
hoar  in  its  reading. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  board  is  perfectly  willing  to  give  counsel  an  hour  on  each  side  it 
that  will  suffice  for  reading  the  argument ;  but  the  difficulty  that  occurs  to  us  is  that 
it  takes  considerable  time  to  read  long  arguments.  But  if  you  can  read  it  in  an  hour, 
we  are  willing. 

Mr.  Amt.  Will  that  rule  prevent  argument  from  being  filed  7 

Mr.  McLiN.  O,  no ;  it  must  be  filed.  The  board  desires  to  meet  on  Monday  morning 
at  ten  o'clock.    Is  there  anything  else  that  can  be  done  now  f 

Mr.  Ranry.  We  have  a  witness  from  Key  West  who  we  would  like  to  have  sworn  in 
regard  to  Monroe  County. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Dr.  Jephtha  V.  Harris  sworn  for  the  democrats. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  understand  that  everything  that  Dr.  Harris  would  say  is  in  the  affi- 
davits, and  we  do  not  trouble  the  board  with  his  oral  testimony. 
The  board  acyourned  until  Monday ,  December  4,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


SEVENTH  DAY. 

Monday,  December  4, 1876. 

The  board  of  State  canvassers  met  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  who  asked  if  counsel  had  any  further  evidence  to 
file  before  the  argument. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  will  say  to  the  chairman  that  we  shall  have  a  few  affidavits  in 
Leon  County,  which  are  nearly  ready,  and  some  affidavits  in  Jeflferson  County.  The 
utmost  possible  expedition  has  been  used  in  getting  them  ready ;  but  there  has  been 
great  difficulty  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  time ;  but  they  are  being  got  ready,  and 
will  be  ready  during  the  day.    I  do  not  now  think  of  any  other  evidence. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Raney  filed  the  affidavits  of  Niblack  and  others,  denying  intimidation  in  Co- 
lombia County. 

LEON  COUNTY. 

C.  H.  Edwards  sworn  for  the  republicans. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  would  like  simply  to  have  Mr.  Edwards  explain  to  the  board  the 
two  comes  of  the  poll-list  he  fhrnisned  in  Richardson  precinct,  Leon  County. 

The  WITNESS.  The  last  copy,  furnished  on  Saturday,  shows  a  difference,  in  the  pieces 
of  paper  being  pinned  together.  On  opening  the  ballot-box,  when  I  was  asked  to  keep 
a  copy  of  thos"^  pieces  of  paper,  they  were  not  pinned  together.  The  pin  that  pinned 
the  sheets  together  I  put  in  myself.  How  the  first  copy  was  pinned  together,  that  was 
delivered  first,  I  don't  know.  The  only  difference  is  that  it  is  a  short  piece  of  paper 
pinned  on  here  at  the  frt)nt.  The  poll-list  was  not  numbered,  and  I  don't  know  which 
of  the  names  were  voted  first  and  which  voted  last. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  came  to  you,  as  clerk  of  the  court,  in  loose  sheets  f— A.  Tes,  sir ;  loose,  bat 
rolled  up  together. 

Q.  You  piuned  them  together  without  paying  much  attention  to  them  f—A.  I  am 
pretty  sure  I  saw  a  rubber  band  around  them.  I  found  they  were  loose  and  handed 
Uiem  to  my  deputy  for  copying ;  and  then  they  were  pinned  together  for  convenience. 

By  Attomey-Gteneral  Cocke  : 
Q.  This  page  numbered  6  here  is  a  continuation  of  this  page  f—A.  There  were  no 
numbers  on  the  pages.    They  were  numbered  as  they  were  copied,  that  is  all.    The 
originals  were  not  numbered. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  arranged  the  sheets  when  the  second  copy  of  the  2d  of  December  was  made  t — 
A.  I  did  myself. 

Q.  How  did  you  do  it  ? — A.  There  was  no  arrangement  at  all ;  I  merely  pinned  them 
together. 

Q.  You  must  have  put  them  in  a  certain  order  f — ^A.  That  is  the  order. 

Q.  WTien  you  opened  the  box  to  make  tlie  first  copy,  where  the  sheets  were  pinned 
together,  you  stated  tbey  were  loose.  Were  the  sheets  then  numberoil  f — A.  No ;  the 
same  as  this;  no  number. 

Q.  In  making  the  list,  did  you  attempt  to  make  any  arrangement,  or  take  an  arbi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460  FLORIDA — THE  STATE  CANVASS. 

trary  arrangement,  or  did  yoa  take  them  just  as  they  came  oat  f— A.  In  pinning  them 
together  f 

Q.  When  you  made  the  first  one. — A.  No ;  I  paid  no  attention ;  there  were  no  nam- 
hers. 

Q.  The  pinning  was  for  the  sake  of  convenience  T — A.  So  as  to  not  g<^t  loose. 

Q.  When  you  came  to  make  the  second  one,  on  the  2d  of  December,  what  arrange- 
ment did  you  make  then  ;  on  what  principle  T — A.  This  copy  was  made  by  my  deputy, 
and  it  was  brought  to  me  for  my  signature ;  and  I  think  they  were  pinned  together  as 
they  are  now,  or  else  they  were  handed  to  me  and  I  pinned  them. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  in  the  arrangement  of  the  sheets,  the  number  and  names  or 
pages,  when  you  made  either  copy,  which  indicated  how  they  ought  to  go  ? — A  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  understand  the  deputy  did  the  copying  ? — A.  He  made  both  copies ; 
I  was  there  part  of  the  time  when  he  made  the  first  copy. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Then  I  should  think  the  deputy  would  be  the  best  witness  as  to  what 
the  deputy  did. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Mr.  Edwards  made  the  certificate. 

The  Witness.  The  sheets  were  not  numbered. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Will  you  ask  him  whether  the  order  of  the  names  on  the  pages  are 
changed  ? — A.  Not  at  all ;  there  was  no  change.  This  copy  is  precisely  the  same  num- 
ber of  names,  and  the  paper  is  the  same  size  as  the  paper  from  which  it  was  copied. 

Q.  And  the  names  in  the  same  order  ? — A.  The  names  in  the  same  order  on  the  same 
sheet. 

Q.  The  diflference  is  in  the  arrangement  of  the  sheets?-— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  know 
which  sheet  comes  first,  or  which  comes  last. 

Mr.  BiSBKE.  I  wish  to  state  to  the  board  that  I  have  some  further  evidence  in 
Orange  County. 

Mr.  Pasco.  If  further  evidence  in  Orange  County,  which  is  a  distant  county,  is  ad- 
mitted, I  hope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  filing  evidence  in  response. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Gk)vemor  Notes.  I  desire  to  examine  a  witness  orally  with  regard  to  the  discrepancy 
in  Jefferson  County  between  the  census  and  the  registration.  Will  the  board  hear 
himf 

Mr.  McLiN.  Will  it  take  long  ? 

Governor  NoYES.  Only  a  minute  or  two,  as  fd.*.*  as  I  am  concerned. 

examination  of  MOSES  TAYLOR. 

Moses  Taylor  sworn  for  the  republicans. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  official  position  in  Jefferson  f — Answer.  I  am  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  for  Jefferson  County. 

Q.  Is  there  a  discrepancy  between  the  census-list  and  the  registration  of  the  vote  in 
your  county  t — A.  There  is. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  that  discrepancy  ;  how  it  occurs? — A.  It  occurs  principally,  in 
large  part,  from  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  parties  taking  the  census  return,  enrolling 
names  of  men  over  twenty-one  years  of  age.  There  have  been  at  least  one  hundred 
democrats  registered  since  the  list  was  complete  in  1875,  and  many  prominent  demo- 
crats put  there  which  are  not  on  the  census,  and  from  a  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred 
colored  men  who  have  registered  who  lived  there  for  uiany  years,  who  have  registered 
since,  who  had  been  registered  and  whose  uaujs  had  been  erased  because  they  were 
not  on  the  census  return.  The  census  was  taken  by  two  parties,  one  James  D.  Smith, 
a  white  man,  and  the  other  part  was  taken  by  a  colored  man  named  Pembroke,  a  man 
well  qualified  for  his  position  ;  and  this  Smith  is  noted  for  getting  on  pretty  exten- 
sive— getting  drunk,  and  staying  drunk.  Many  hundreds  of  men  have  been  to  my 
house  and  said  Smith  took  their  names,  or  took  dinner  at  their  house,  but  the  names 
did  not  appear  on  the  census-list.  The  inference  has  been  that,  I  believe,  he  lost  a 
good  many  of  the  papers  while  on  a  big  drunk ;  I  believe  he  lost  them. 

Mr.  Barlow.  The  witness  is  speaking  of  the  census  of  1875  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  a  good  many  have  come  of  age,  and  a  good  many  have  moved 
into  the  county,  which  will  account  for  the  discrepancy ;  and  perhaps  a  good  deal  of  it 
arose  from  the  inefficiency  of  Pembroke,  the  colored  man. 

Q.  Who  has  these  officers  appointed  ? — A.  They  were  deputies  of  the  late  James  W. 
Johnson ,  who  was  the  tax-assessor  at  the  time ;  and,  I  believe,  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
census-taker. 

Q.  Haven't  you  frequently  admitted,  Mr.  Taylor,  that  there  were  hundreds  of  names 
upon  that  registration-lisc  of  persons  disqualified  to  vote  ? — A.  I  never  have  admitted 
that  fact.  I  have  frequently  said  that  I  believed  that  many  who  registered  looked  to 
me  as  though  they  were  not  twenty-one,  but  1  bad  invariably  administered  the  oath  to 
them,  aud  they  had  taken  it,  of  both  colors  aud  parties. 
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Q.  Dp  yoa  state  that  positively  f — A.  I  have  said  that  positively.  I  have  always 
said  that  I  believed  many  had  registered  not  entitled  to,  bat  these  were  both  parties 
and  both  colors. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  number  of  whites  on  the  registration-list  f — A.  I  never 
counted  them:  I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  counted  them;  I  don't  know  but  I  did 
about  a  month  or  six  weeks  before  the  election — between  seven  and  eight  hundred 
whites. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  colored  voters  T — A.  I  think  some  four  thousand 
and  some  odd  hundred.  I  never  counted  them,  but  they  were  counted  by  Mr.  Whit- 
ford,  and  he  made  the  number  perhaps  forty-two  or  forty-three  hundred. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  the  wit- 
ness, that  there  were  seven  or  eight  hundred  whites,  that  there  are  735  democratib 
votes ;  so  you  can  see  the  excess  is  all  on  the  republican  side. 

The  Wftness.  There  is  four  or  iSve  republicans  to  one  democrat  in  the  county ;  of 
course  that  is  understood. 

NASSAU  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Mr.  Tulee  is  ready  to  put  in  an  answer  to  the  affidavits  which  have  been 
offered  in  support  of  charges  against  the  return  from  Nassau  County. 

Mr.  YuuEK.  If  the  board  will  permit  me,  I  will  read  my  own  statement  to  the  board. 
This  is  a  statement  which  I  have  made,  and  which  I  have  sworn  to.  [Reading.]  ''  I 
have  seen  this  afternoon  for  the  first  time  certain  papers  si^ed  by 

Governor  Notes.  [Interrupting.]  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  simply  reading  the  evi- 
dence. This  is  a  sworn  statement  which  we  have  been  precluded,  under  the  rules,  from 
reading,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  does  not  come  under  the  designation  of  a  statement 
of  the  case  as  heretofore  filed. 

Mr.  TuLRB.  I  read  this  instead  of  troubling  the  counsel  to  do  so,  in  order  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  may  have  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine. 

Governor  No  yes.  That  would  have  been  equally  true  with  regard  to  a  dozen  affida- 
vits already  filed. 

Mr.  YuLBB.  This  is  a  statement  of  my  own.    I  have  sworn  to  the  statement. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Read  it,  Mr.  Tulee. 

Mr.  Tulee  read  the  statement  which  he  had  prepared  in  answer  to  certain  charges 
against  the  return  from  Nassau  County,  and  stated  that  he  was  ready  to  answer  any 
questions  which  the  board  desired  to  aek. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  board  does  not  desire  to  ask  any. 

Mr.  Tulee.  Mr.  Thompson  is  the  person  referred  to  and  charged  in  the  affidavits 
which  have  been  presented  here.  Here  is  a  statement  from  him,  and  he  is  here  pres- 
ent and  can  be  interrogated. 

Mr.  McLiN.  That  may  be  filed. 

Mr.  TUI.EK.  His  affidavit  is  the  most  important,  and  it  is  corroborated  by  the  evi- 
dence of  colored  laborers  in  the  shops  and  the  various  departments  of  the  road  which 
arrived  here  last  night. 

Governor  No  yes.  [To  Mr.  Tulee.]  Beg  your  pardon,  sir ;  I  am  very  sorry  I  objected 
to  the  reading. 

Mr.  Bahlow.  I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  claimed  that  a  single  vote  should  be  re- 
jected because  workmen  or  employ^  were,  by  threat  of  discharge  from  employment 
by  employers,  deterred  from  voting. 

Mr.  Sellers.  It  is  claimed  that  29  votes  should  be  stricken  out  of  the  return  from 
this  county,  because  they  voted  under  coercion. 

Mr.  Barlow.  1  overlooked  that. 

Mr.  TuLEB.  Only  four  affidavits  have  been  presented  of  persons  who  say  that  they 
voted  under  coercion,  and  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  they  did  not  vote  at  all. 

Mr.  Barlow.  I  suppose  a  colored  man  who  would  vote  by  coercion  would  very  read- 
ily make  an  affidavit  by  coercion  also. 

Mr.  Tulee.  I  would  add  that  the  proof  is  distinct  from  testimony  on  the  other  side 
that  they  did  not  vote. 

COLUMBLk  county. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  have  prepared  three  additional  papers  in  the  Columbia  proofs,  numbered 
7,  8.  and  9,  and  aek  that  they  be  filed. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  counsel  will  now  proceed  with  the  reading  of  their  arguments,  and 
these  papers  can  be  filed  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Tee,  sir;  we  understand  that.' 

LBVY  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Amt.  Here  are  four  affidavits  which  were  received  since  reading  the  specifica- 
tions in  Levy  County.    They  were  not  here  at  the  time  the  case  was  presentea. 

FINAL  arguments  OF  COUNSEL. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  then  rose  and  read  to  the  board  the  conclndiD^f 
8.  Rep.  611,  pt.  2 30 
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argument  on  behalf  of  the  democrats,  which  will  be  found  in  its  appropriate  pjace  in 
the  appendix. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY 

Mr.  Bajjlow.  The  gentleman  made  one  statement  about  which  I  desire  to  ask  for 
information,  because  I  have  not  seen  it  in  the  evidence  ;  it  may  be  there,  however.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  in  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  the  poll-list  was  originally  signed 
by  the  election  officers.  I  had  not  seen  anything  in  the  evidence  bearing  qn  that  sab- 
ject.    I  inquire  for  my  own  information  where  it  is. 

Mr.  BiDDiJE.  It  is  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Black. 

Mr.  Sellers.  And  a  certified  copy  of  it  is  filed  here  with  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Barlow.  Then  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  this  fact,  which  I  supposed  was 
in  the  evidence,  and  if  it  is  not  I  can  be  corrected  ;  I  understand  that  the  precinct  re- 
turns of  Duval  County  are  here  in  evidence.    Is  that  or  is  not  that  the  fact  f 

Mr.  Pasco.  They  have  not  yet  been  presented. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  board  is  informed  that  they  will  be  presented,  but  that  they  are  not 
now  in  evidence. 

Governor  No  YES.  So  far  as  the  argument  upon  this  side  is  concerned,  we  desire  to 
present  it  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  this  evening.  In  the  mean  time  affidavits  can  be 
presented  or  evidence  given  in  those  cases  where  it  is  not  all  in. 

Mr.  Sellers.  I  want  to  put  in  evidence  one  single  thing.  I  have  just  received  a 
certificate  from  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida 
that  Frederick  C.  Humphries  was  appoiut'Cd  shipping  commissioner  for  the  port  of  Pen- 
sacola,  giving  an  exemplification  of  his  subscribing  oath  December  9,  1872,  with  the 
farther  certificate  that  up  to  the  date  of  this  certificate,  November  28, 1876,  there  is 
nothing  on  file  which  indicates  that  the  said  Frederick  C.  Humphries  has  ever  resigned 
that  oflSce. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  ask  leave  to  put  in  evidence  in  reply  proof  that  he  did  resign 
before  the  election.  I  am  sorry  to  take  out  the  point  of  friend  Sellers's  evidence,  but 
that  is  the  fact,  as  I  am  informed. 

JACKSON  COUNTY. 

G^eneral  Lew  Wallace  read  the  republican  argument,  being  a  replication  to  the 
answer  of  the  democrats  to  the  charges  against  the  return  from  Jackson  County.  This 
argument  will  be  found  in  its  appropriate  place  in  the  appendix. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Is  that  the  entire  republican  argument  f 

Mr.  Chandler.  On  Jackson  County. 

THE  CASE  OF  F.  C.  HUMPHRIES. 

Frederick  C.  Humphries  sworn  for  the  republicans. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  shipping  commissioner  for  the  port  of  Pensaoolaf — Answer.  I  am 
not. 

Q.  Were  you  at  one  time  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  At  what  time  ? — A.  Previous  to  the  7th  of  November. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  resign  f — A.  The  acceptance  of  my  resignation  was  received 
by  me  from  Judge  Woods  about  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  day  of  election,  which 
I  have  on  file  in  my  office.  I  did  not  think  of  its  being  questioned  or  I  would  have 
had  it  here.  He  stated  in  his  letter  to  me  that  the  collector  of  customs  would  perform 
the  duties  of  the  office,  and  the  collector  of  customs  has  since  done  so. 

levy  county. 

Mr.  Amt  read  the  reply  of  the  republicans  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to  the  re- 
turn from  Cedar  Keys  precinct  in  Levy  County.  x 

HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Amt  also  read  the  reply  of  the  republicans  to  the  specifications  of  objection  to 
the  return  from  Hamilton  County,  and  stated  that  that  was  all  to  be  filed  in  that 
county,  so  far  as  at  present  advised. 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  ask  leave  to  file  the  precinct  returns  of  Duval  County. 

Mr.  Pasco.  These  are  original  returns.  I  want  to  object  to  their  being  filed.  They 
are  the  records  of  a  distant  county. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  do  not  understand  the  point. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  fact  that  these  papers  are 
original  records  belonging  in  Duval  County ;  that  the  law  requires  them  to  he  retained 
there  ;  and  that  it  is  a  gross  and  palpable  violation  of  the  law  for  a  clerk  of  that 
county  to  bring  up  the  public  records  of  that  office,  of  which  he  is  custodian,  and 
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which  he  is  required  under  the  law  to  retain,  and  require  thera  to  be  filed  in  this  of- 
fice, for  the  law  under  which  this  board  is  now  acting  requires  all  papers  filed  to  be 
retained  here  as  part  of  the  records  of  the  secretary's  office.  These  papers  come  up 
from  a  distant  county ;  here  is  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  that  they  are  original  papers ; 
and  I  call  your  honors'  attention  to  this  fact,  and  ask  that  they  be  excluded  from  the 
files. 

Mr.  Chandler.  If  Mr.  Pasco  will  give  them  safe-conduct,  we  will  undertake  to  get 
them  back  there. 

Mr.  Pasco.  They  are  part  of  the  records  of  the  secretary's  office  and  cannot  be  taken 
back  there. 

Mr.  Chandler.  If  the  board  should  decide  not  to  receive  the  originals,  we  will  have 
copies  made  here  now,  and  get  the  originals  safely  back,  if  the  train  does  not  run  off 
the  track. 

Mr.  McLm.  As  these  are  original  returns,  and  will  have  to  be  filed  in  this  office  and 
retained  there,  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  receive  them,  but  copies  of  them  may  be 
filed  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Chandler.  We  will  submit  them  for  inspection  now,  and  will  file  copies  here- 
after. 

Mr.  McLiN.  We  do  not  wish  them  for  inspection. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Pasco.  In  filing  an  additional  affidavit  in  Monroe  County,  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  it  is  made  on  the  same  paper  with  another  to  the  fact  of  which  it 
certifies. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  will  file  some  affidavits  in  Monroe  County— four  new  affidavits. 
I  have  nothing  to  submit.  If  the  board  will  meantime  adjourn  until  7  o'clock  this 
evening,  we  will  clean  up  everything. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Do  yon  wish  the  argument  at  seven  or  half  past  seven  o'clock  f 

Mr.  Chandler.  Say  half  past  seven. 

The  board  acyourned  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

evening  session. 

The  board  met  at  7.30  p.  m.  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the 
chairman. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  desire,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  file  copies  of  Duval  County  precinct  re- 
turns as  certified  by  the  clerk.  I  also  desire  to  file  certain  papers  sent  over  by  Mr. 
Bisbee  in  Orange  County — six  papers  in  Orange  County.  Also  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Mag- 
bee  in  Hernando  County,  as  to  the  signature  of  Ben  Saxon,  lately  deceased.  Also  an 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Magbee  in  Manatee  County.  In  Leon  County  I  file  the  evidence  alluded 
to  in  previous  papers,  some  half  a  dozen  affidavits,  together  with  full  statement  of  the 
case. 

General  Wallace.  I  file  seventy-two  exhibits  in  support  of  the  answer  to  the  Jef- 
ferson County  case. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  unless  we  have  overlooked  something,  these 
ore  all  the  affidavits  we  wish  to  put  in. 

General  Wallace.  If  there  is  time  to  examine  a  fitness,  we  wish  to  put  in  some 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  height  of  a  window  at  one  of  the  precincts  in  Jackson 
County.  However,  as  the  witness,  upon  inquiry,  appears  to  be  absent,  I  will  not 
tronble  the  board. 

Mr.  Pasco.  I  wish  to  put  in  an  answer  to  objections  of  the  republicans  as  to  the 
affidavit  of  Whitely  and  others,  objecting  to  the  vote  of  two  seafaring  men. 

final  arguments  op  counsel, 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  board  is  ready  to  hear  arguments  of  counsel. 

Governor  No  yes.  We  will  proceed  directly  with  the  counties.  Later  in  the  evening 
some  more  general  remarks  will  be  presented. 

[Governor  Noyes  then  read  the  republican  closing  argument  in  Alachua  and  Monroe 
counties,  which  will  be  found  in  their  proper  place  in  the  documentary  evidence.] 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Dr.  Harris,  (to  (Governor  Noyes.)  Is  it  in  order  to  ask  you  a  question  f  There  is  a 
gentleman  here  from  that  precinct  in  Key  West,  and  I  would  like  to  have  him  put  upon 
the  stand  and  questioned  upon  all  those  points. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Let  the  witness  come  forward. 

Governor  Noyes.  I  was  about  to  suggest,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  on  this  side  the  oral 
testimony  is  closed.  We  have  undertaken  to  argue  the  case  upon  the  facts  presented, 
and  it  seems  to  us  rather  an  odd  arrangement  to  allow  these  witnesses  to  testify  when 
we  have  no  possible  opportunity  to  meet  what  they  say.  Of  course  it  is  the  last 
moment,  and  we  cannot  contradict,  because  we  cannot  possibly  know  what  the  wit- 
nesses would  say  ;  and  it  seems  that  it  is  not  quite  fair  to  allow  them  to  testify. 
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Mr.  Pasco.  I  would  sasgest  that  it  is  rather  an  inoonBisteDt  position  for  the  gentle- 
man to  take.  He  says  in  his  argument  that  he  does  not  desire  anything  bat  the  trath. 
Now,  here  are  some  of  the  inspectors  as  witnesses. 

Governor  NoYES.  When  did  they  get  here  f 

Mr.  Pasco.  Last  night. 

Governor  Noyks.  These  inspectors  got  here  last  night,  and  have  been  here  all  this 
day,  and  now,  at  the  last  moment,  when  we  are  making  onr  argument,  they  ask  to  be 
examined. 

Dr.  Harris.  We  have  got  the  truth  for  you. 

Governor  Noybs.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Let  the  witness  be  examined. 

The  room  in  which  the  session  of  the  board  was  held  was  at  this  point  so  crowded 
that  the  proceedings  could  not  go  ou  quietly,  and  some  time  was  occupied  in  reducing 
the  number  and  obtaining  quiet. 

EXAMINATION  OF   WILLIAM  JAMBS. 

William  James  8wom  for  the  democrats.  , 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  Monroe  County  f — ^A.  Answer.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  an  inspector  at  precinct  No.  3  in  Key  West,  in  that  county,  on  the  7th  of 
November  ? — ^A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  was  the  poll  closed  f — A.  It  was  closed  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock 
at  night. 

Q.  I)id  you  proceed  to  count  the  vote  f — A.  We  did,  sir. 

Q.  Then  and  there  ?— A.  Then  and  there. 

Q   Did  you  complete  the  count  f— A.  We  completed  the  canvass. 

Q.  Then  and  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  you  completed  the  canvass  f — A.  We  oomplet-ed  the  can- 
yass  that  night,  and  Mr.  Reyes,  the  Cuban  inspector,  and  Mr.  Kemp,  said  they  feltsick, 
and  Mr.  Reyes  moved  that  we  should  adjourn,  and  we  did  so,  and  met  at  precinct  No. 
2  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock.  The  ballot-box  was  opened  in  the  presence  of  the 
three  inspectors  and  the  clerk,  and  there  we  made  our  returns  and  our  certificatea  to 
the  judge  of  probate  and  clerk  of  the  county  court. 

Q.  Wnere  was  the  ballot-box  in  the  interim,  from  the  time  yon  adjourned  until  ^on 
met  at  nine  o'clock  the  next  day  f — A.  The  ballot-box  was  in  Mr.  Kemp's  possession, 
and  I  had  the  key.    It  was  sealed  during  that  time. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  it  sealed  f— A.  Well,  we  were  not  furnished  with  nothing  bat 
mucilage  at  the  precinct  by  the  sheriff,  and  we  pasted  paner  over  the  top  and  over  the 
key-hole.    I  would  like  to  say  something  in  reference  to  Mr.  Johnson  being 

Mr.  McLiN.  We  do  not*  wish  anything  on  that  subject.  When  you  completed  the 
canvass  or  counting  of  the  votes  that  night,  did  you  make  a  memorandum  f — A.  We 
did.    We  annonnc^  the  number  of  votes  that  night ;  it  was  460. 

Q.  And  yon  made  that  certificate  out  next  day  from  your  announced  number  or 
memorandum  you  made  that  night  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  there  was  no  counting  of  votes  next  day  ? — ^A.  No  counting  of  votes  next 
day.  » 

Q.  Who  was  the  republican  inspector  at  this  canvass  f — ^A.  Mr.  Reyes;  I  presume  he 
was  republican ;  I  don't  know  positively  whether  he  is  or  not. 

Governor  No  yes.  I  would  like  to  have  him  asked  why  they  did  not  give  the  key  to 
the  republican  inspector. — A.  He  requested  that  I  should  hold  the  key. 

Q.  Who  did  t—A.  Mr.  Reyes. 

Governor  Noyes.  I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  they  put  their  names  as 
inspectors  across  the  seal. — A.  The  clerk's  name  was  across  the  seskli. 

Mr.  Raney.  Will  yon  please  ask  him  if,  in  making  out  their  return  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  gave  the  same  figures  that  were  announced  the  night  before? 

Mr.  McLin.  I  asked  that  question. 

Mr.  Raney.  Were  there  not  some  charges  about  challenging  or  intimidation  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  I  understood  that  he  was  an  inspector,  and  that  his  testimony  was  to 
be  confined  to  the  condition  of  the  ballot-box. 

Mr.  Raney.  I  would  like  to  know  about  those  charges. 

Dr.  Harris.  I  would  like  to  have  him  asked  if  there  was  not  some  change  made 
next  morning  about  assemblyman. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  are  not  discussing  assemblymen  now ;  we  are  canvassing  the  vote 
for  presidential  electors. 

Governor  Noyes.  I  would  like  to  call  Mr.  Clark.    Shall  I  be  permitted  to  do  so  f 

Mr.  McLiN.  On  what  point  f 

Governor  Noyes.  To  contradict  this  witness. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Let  Mr.  Clark  come  forward. 
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BXAMINATION  OF  CHARLES  T.  F.  CLARK. 

Charlbs  T.  F.  Clark  sworn  for  the  repnblioans. 

Governor  Noyes.  Will  you  be  kind  enoagb,  Mr.  Cbairman,  to  ask  tbe  witness  about 
the  canyasB  that  night ;  what  was  done  f 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  canvass  of  the  vote  of  preoinot  No.  3,  Key  West,  on  the 
night  of  November  7  T — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  board  what  took  place  when  the  canvass  was  completed. — A. 
The  poll  closed  at  sunset,  and  then  they  proceeded  to  canvass  the  votes.  I  kept  a 
check-list,  and,  being  the  editor  of  a  paper,  I  was  anxious  to  get  the  result  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  I  remained  there  for  that  purpose.  I  kept  a  check-list.  About  twelve 
o'clock  Mr.  Kemp,  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors,  says,  "  This  is  no  good.  We'll 
have  to  go  over  this  to-morrow."  And  they  adjourned  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  the 
result  was  not  announced.  I  counted  on  my  check-list  the  votes  they  had  for  each 
side. 

THE  CANVASS  ADJOURNED. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they  completed  the  counting  of  the  vote  t — A.  They 
did  not  complete  the  canvass.  I  don't  know  whether  they  completed  the  counting  of  all 
the  votes ;  I  know  they  adjourned  before  completing  the  canvass.  They  pasted  a  piece 
of  paper  over  the  ballot-box,  but  I  saw  no  signatures  on  it,  not  even  the  clerk'is.  I 
oomd  not  swear  whether  his  signature  was  put  on  it  after  he  left.  I  left  in  company 
with  one  M.  Keyes,  the  republican  inspector ;  we  went  down  stairs  together,  leaving 
the  clerk,  a  democrat,  the  witness  who  has  just  left  the  stand,  and  Mr.  Kemp  ;  those 
^^uee  democrats.  I  left  in  company  with  Mr.  Reyes.  The  clerk  took  charge  of  the 
check-list ;  Mr.  James,  who  has  just  left  this  stand,  took  the  box,  and  Mr.  Kemp  the 
ke^.  All  they  gave  the  republican  inspector  was  a  piece  of  candle  to  light  him  down 
stairs,  and  I  came  down  with  him. 

Mr.  Sellers.  Will  you  ask  him  whether  he  added  up  his  check-list  before  he 
left  f — ^A.  I  added  up  the  check-list  for  presidential  electors ;  but  the  confusion  was  so 
great  that  I  could  not  vouch  whether  it  was  correct  or  not.  There  were  several  fellows 
came  around  there,  and  on  seeing  me  would  say,  *^  Clark  has  no  business  there  to  tallv 
one  or  tally  five."  "  He  has  no  business,  he  is  no  inspector."  '^Jnst  keep  quiet,  we  don't 
know  anything  about  him."    And  they  got  me  a  little  bit  excited. 

Q.  Did  you  add  it  up  that  night  T — ^A.  I  did. 

Q*  Did  you  hear  the  announcement ;  and,  if  so,  did  it  agree  with  your  addition  f — ^A. 
I  did  not  hear  the  announcement :  but  this  I  know^  that  that  night  there  were  no 
Totes  called  off  running  for  assembly  between  Mr.  Harris  on  the  democratic  side  and 
Mr.  Cespedes  on  the  republican.  And  Mr.  Maloney  was  in  the  field,  and  that  night 
his  name  was  not  called ;  but  the  next  morning  one  of  the  inspectors  told  me  that  there 
were  ten  or  fifteen  votes,  or  some  votes,  thrown  for  Mr.  Maloney.  Those  votes  that 
night  might  have  been  counted  for  Harris. 

Q.  Did  the  certificate  for  electors  agree  with  your  check-list  f — A.  I  didn't  compare, 
air;  I  left  town  soon  after. 

Q.  Do  you  know  now  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  now. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was  on  your  check-list  t — A.  I  really  positively  could 
not  swear  what  it  was  on  the  check-list.  I  have  got  the  check-list.  The.number  of 
Totee  for  electors,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  something  like  459. 

Q.  How  many  for  the  democratic  electors  and  how  many  for  the  republicans ;  what 
is  your  recollection  f — ^A.  My  recollection  is,  that  for  the  democratic  electors  it  was 
something  like  401,  if  I  mistake  not,  or  400  and  something,  and  that  the  other  was  59. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  result  of  your  check-list  on  the  nignt  when  you  left  for  home  f — 
A.  When  I  left  for  my  home  f 

Mr.  Notes.  The  point  is  whether  the  ballots  were  all  taken  out  of  the  ballot-box 
that  night  or  not  f 

THE  DIFFERENCE  IN  THE  VOTE. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  board  desires  to  know  whether  your  check-list  called  for  401  votes  for  demo- 
cratic electors,  or  in  that  neighborhood  f — A.  I  have  got  the  check-list  in  my  posses- 
aion,  if  I  mistake  not.  I  could  not  positively  state  what  that  called  for.  The  next  day 
I  desired  to  have  it  published  in  the  newspaper.  The  whole  fact  of  the  matter  was, 
that  I  was  so  disgusted  with  the  proceeding,  that  I  quit  it  after  they  had  a4Joumed. 
I  carried  my  check-list  home  after  I  heard  they  had  met  at  another  precinct.  I  thought 
I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  at  all.  And  some  one  would  say,  "  The  result  is  so 
and  so ;"  and  I  would  say,  **  Tut,  I  have  been  there  all  day  and  last  night,  and  I 
couldn't  get  the  result."  I  had  no  idea  that  they  were  going  over  the  thing  the  next 
day  and  bring  out  a  different  result. 
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By  Mr.  Cowgill  : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  your  cheok-list  did  show  401  votes  for  the  Tilden 
electors  and  about  59  or  60  for  the  Hayes  electors  f — ^A.  I  didn't  so  understand  the 
question.  I  understood  the  question  to  be,  what  did  I  understand  the  result  to  be  the 
next  day. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  the  result  to  be  the  ulght  when  you  left  f— A.  That  it 
was  far  below  that  amount.  When  I  went  home  and  looked  over  my  check-list — ^I  am 
telline  you  the  truth — I  went  home  and  took  that  check-list,  and  me  and  my  wife  took 
that  cneck-list  and  counted  that  check -list. 

Q.  Was  it  more  or  less  f — ^A.  It  was  less ;  and  the  next  morning,  after  finding  what  the 
common  talk  in  Key  West  was — even  it  was  told  me  by  one  of  the  republican  inspectors 
when  he  came  away  from  the  polls  after  the  election  had  been  held  in  this  precinct, 
that  the  result  was  so  much,  and  I  said 

Mr.  Sellers.  Mr.  Clark,  were  you  as  calm  in  keeping  the  check-list  as  you  aie 
now  T — ^A.  Just  as  calm  as  I  am  now. 

S?he  witness  gave  the  most  of  his  testimony  in  a  nervous,  excited  manner.) 
r.  Pasco.  We  have  a  witness  here  who  will  state  that  Clark,  on  that  night,  gave 
him  these  very  figures— 401  and  59 — ^afber  he  came  away  from  the  election-room.    Is 
it  the  wish  of  the  board  to  hear  him  f    He  says  that  Clark  stated  that  night  the  resolt 
as  he  received  it. 

Mr.  McLiN.  The  board  is  willing  to  hear  the  examination  of  the  witness. 

Governor  No  yes.  We  shall  want  to  put  Mr.  Clark  on  to  contradict  it. 

Mr.  Bisbeb.  If  the  board  will  allow  me  to  submit  without  reading  what  I  have  to 
say,  I  shall  feel  obliged.  The  condition  of  my  health  will  not  permit  me  to  stay  here 
longer. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  Mr.  Bisbee  filed  the  papers  he  designed  to  read  and  with- 
drew.   His  paper  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Dr.  J.  y.  Harris  sworn  for  the  democrats. 

By  Attorney-General  Cocke  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Clark  make  any  statement  of  the  result  that  night  f — 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  it  was. — A.  That  they  finished  canvassing  the  votes,  put  them  all  in 
the  box,  and  all  saw  they  were  out  and  every  one  of  them  counted ;  that  the  votes 
were  canvassed,  and  there  were  460  in  all,  of  which  59  were  for  the  republican  and  401 
for  the  democratic  electors.  I  got  the  same  result  from  the  clerk :  they  agreed  in  the 
tally.  They  said,  however,  that  there  was  one  vote  folded,  and  tnere  was  some  doubt 
where  they  would  place  that  single  vote,  but  it  was  either  400  or  401,  Mr.  Clark 
agreeing  with  the  inspectors  that  night. 

Governor  Noyes.  When  and  where  did  you  meet  Clark  f — ^A.  I  was  at  the  polls  nntil 
the  canvassing  was  closed. 

Q.  Did  you  go  away  with  Clark  f— A.  I  went  away  with  Mr.  Clark,  and  the  inspect- 
ors left  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Did  he  go  with  a  crowd? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  He  didn"t  go  out  with  a  candle  with  Mr.  Reyes  f — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Governor  Noyes,  (to  Clark.)  Is  that  true  that  you  made  such  a  statement  to  Dr. 
Harris  T — A.  I  don't  ever  remember  of  comparing  notes  with  the  inspector  or  showing 
any  to  Dr.  Harris. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

General  Licw  Wallace  read  the  answer  of  the  republicans  to  the  sj^ifications  of  ob- 
jection to  the  return  from  Jefferson  County,  which  will  be  found  in  its  proper  place  in 
the  Appendix. 

BAKER  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  read  the  suggestions  of  the  republicans  in  the  matter  of  Baker  County, 
which  were  filed,  and  may  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

MANATEE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chandler  also  read  the  republican  argument  in  Manatee  County,  which  waa 
filed,  and  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  have  only  one  more  paper  to  read,  which  has  been  prepared  hastily, 
and  perhaps  I  may  like  to  correct  it. 

Mr.  Chandler  then  read  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  vote  of  the  various  counties, 
based  upon  the  republican  proo&  which  had  been  adduced  before  the  board,  by  which 
the  total  vote  showed  a  majority  for  the  republican  electors  of  2,556. 

Mr.  McLiN.  Have  counsel  anything  else  to  present  f 
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Mr.  Chandler.  I  am  requested,  in  view  of  the  oral  testimony  in  regard  to  the  third 
precinct  of  Key  West,  to  call  attention  to  the  affidavit  of  Reyes  on  file. 

Mr.  Pasco.  We  only  ask  to  file  one  more  affidavit,  which  will  be  in  regard  to  the 
location  of  that  Lick-skillet  precinct. 

Mr.  McLiN.  It  is  onderstood  by  the  board  and  counsel  that  there  is  to  be  no  further 
public  meetings.  The  board  now  stands  a4Joumed  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  mom- 
mg. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Will  the  board  make  any  public  announcement  of  the  result. 

Mr.  McLiN.  O,  yes. 

Mr.  Pasco.  Can  the  board  indicate  any  time  when  it  will  probably  be  made. 

Mr.  McLiN.  O,  no. 

The  board  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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ARGUMENT  OF  REPUBLICAN  COUNSEL. 

SOME  GENERAL  REMARKS  AS  TO  THE  LAW. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  of  Florida,  article  4,  section  24,  provides — 
Laws  shall  be  passed  regulating  elections,  providing,  under  adequate  penalties, 
against  all  undue  influence  thereon  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper 
practice.  As  one  of  the  instrumentalities  of  regulating  elections,  the  legislature  has 
created  and  clothed  with  important  functions  the  *^  board  of  State  canvassers.''  Their 
powers  are  prescribed  in  the  29th  section  of  the  act  of  August  6, 1868,  as  amended 
February  27, 1872.  These  powers  are  clearly  and  explicitly  defined,  and  there  can  be 
no  mistaking  their  scope  except,  possibly,  such  as  are  embraced  in  the  first  clause  of 
the  following  sentence  of  the  section,  namely :  "  If  any  such  returns  (those  forwarded 
to  the  secretary  of  state  from  the  several  counties)  shall  be  ahoton.  or  shall  appear  to 
be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent,  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  tlie 
tme  vote  for  any  such  officer  or  member,  they  shall  so  certify,  and  shall  not  include 
such  return  in  their  determination  and  declaration ;  and  the  secretary  of  state  shall 
preserve  and  file  in  his  office  all  such  returns,  together  with  such  other  documents 
and  papers  as  may  have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  board  of  canvassers."  First, 
the  object  obviously  arrived  at,  and  to  attain  which  the  board  is  created  and  clothed 
with  important  duties,  is,  *^the  true  vote."  What  is  the  true  vote  of  a  county?  In 
their  reply  to  Hons.  John  Sherman,  Stanley  Matthews,  and  others,  dated  New  Or- 
leans, November  17,  1876,  the  democratic  committee,  consisting  of  Hon.  John  M. 
Palmer,  Lyman  Trumbull,  S.  J.  Randall,  and  others,  defined  the  phrase  **  votes  act- 
ually cast  "  as  follows :  "  In  our  judgment  the  expression  *  votes  actually  oast'  of  ne- 
cessity designates  votes  legally  cast."  The  committee  expressly  repudiated  the  idea 
that  the  expression  includes  all  the  ballots  put  in  the  ballolrbox,  without  reference  to 
their  legality. 

TRUE  VOTES. 

The  expression  '*  true  votes"  is  a  strong  one.  It  means  votes  legally  cast.  A  non- 
elector  cannot  cast  a  legal  vote.  An  elector  cannot  cast  a  legal  vote  in  an  illegal  man- 
ner. A  vote  cast  by  an  elector  under  undue  influence  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or 
improper  practice,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  is  not  presumptively  a  legal 
vote. 

A  vote  cast  under  the  influence  of  bribery  is  not  a  legal  vote,  and  the  ballot-box 
must  be  purged  therefrom.  The  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  the  present 
national  House  of  Representatives,  which  was  finally  ratified  and  adopted  by  the 
House,  in  the  case  of  Piatt  va,  Goode,  at  page  31,  says :  "  Bribery  at  elections  has  alwavs 
been  held  a  crime  at  common  law  punishable  by  indictment  or  information.  Both  the 
bribed  and  the  briber  incur  the  penalty  prescribed.  K  a  vote  secured  by  bribery  in 
direct  violation  of  the  statute  is  to  be  counted,  then  the  very  object  of  the  law,  which 
is  that  it  shall  not  be  so  obtained,  is  defeated ;"  and  so  said  the  supreme  court  of  Wis- 
consin. In  Rogers's  Law  of  Elections,  page  221,  it  is  held  that  if  an  agent  bribed  voters, 
with  or  without  the  knowledge  and  direction  of  his  principal,  it  will  void  an  election. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  Constitution,  in  the  section  quoted,  places  votes  obtained 
under  influence  from  power,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practice  under  the  same  ban 
and  upon  the  same  plane  as  those  obtained  from  influence  of  bribery. 

A  true  vote  may,  then,  be  defined  to  be  the  vote  of  an  elector  without  "  undue  influ- 
ence "  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practice,  and  otherwise  legally 
cast. 

HOW  TO  GET  THE  TRUE  VOTE. 

How,  then,  is  the  tme  vote  to  be  determined  ?  If  a  return  be  shown,  or  shall  appear 
to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraudulent  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the 

Note. — ^All  the  documentary  testimony  was  accompanied  with  the  certificate  of  the 
secretary  of  state  that  each  document  is  a  true  copy.  County  papers  were  in  like  man- 
ner certified  by  the  county  clerk  of  each  county  from  which  such  papers  emanated. 
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true  vote,  they  shall  bo  certify,  &c.  The  power  to  determine  the  irre/^nlarities  of  a  re- 
turn to  the  State  board,  does  not,  perhaps,  involve  the  rip^bt  of  goin^  behind  the  pre- 
cinct return  or  even  the  county  return.  It  is  possible  that  the  question  of  regularity 
is  one  arising  upon  the  face  of  the  return  itself.  But  to  show  and  determine  that  a  re- 
turn is  fraudulent,  certainlv  to  show  and  determine  that  it  is  "  false,"  may  involve  the 
necessity  of  going  behind  all  returns.  As  a  basis  of  such  determination,  it  may  become 
necessary  to  show  the  true  vote  in  the  first  instance. 

To  illustrate,  suppose  at  the  recent  election  in  the  county  of  Polk  there  were  cast 
one  hundred  votes  lor  Drew  and  none  for  Steams — all  cast  at  a  siuffle  precinct ;  during 
the  day  the  inspectors  put  into  the  box  fifty  votes  for  Stearns,  ana  at  the  close  of  the 
polls  added  to  the  poll-Jist  the  names  of  fifty  electors  who  had  not  voted.  They  then 
canvassed  the  vote  and  certified  the  result  and  made  return  to  county  officers  in  due 
form  of  law,  showing  one  hundred  votes  for  Drew  and  fifty  for  Stearns.  The  county 
board  made  return  to  the  secretary  of  state  accordingly  in  due  form  of  law. 

Here  is  a  false  return,  not  false  or  fraudulent  so  far  as  the  county  board  is  oonoemed, 
not  even  false  so  far  as  respects  the  canvass  of  the  ballots  in  the  ballot-box  at  the  close 
of  the  polls. 

The  inspectors  made  an  "  honest  count "  and  fair  return  of  the  tickets  then  in  the 
box.  Yet  as  to  the  **trve  vote"  the  return  is  false  and  fraudulent,  false  though  not 
fraudulent  as  respects  the  return  of  the  county  board,  and  false  and  f^udulent  as 
respects  the  return  of  the  inspectors.  Would  not  such  a  return  be  so  false  and 
fraudulent  that  the  board  would  be  unable  to  determine  the  true  vote  from  it  7  Un- 
questionably. 

NECESSITY  OP  GODfG  BEHIND  THE  RETURNS. 

But  how  shall  the  board  know  or  determine  anything  about  the  true  vote  unless 
they  go  behind  the  returns  7  These  are  a  correct  exhibit  of  the  tickets  in  the  ballot- 
box  actually  canvassed.  The  board,  it  is  submitted,  are  not  to  examine  whether  the 
return  before  them  is  the  true  return  of  a  false  vote,  (if  the  expression  be  allowable,) 
but  whether  it  is  a  correct  return  of  the  true  vote. 

To  determine  this  there  is  clearly  no  alternative  but  to  go  behind  all  returns  and 
examine  into  the  facts  surrounding  the  case.  If  the  board  in  the  case  supposed  are 
required  to  examine  into  the  facts  back  of  the  returns  to  ascertain  about  the  true 
vote,  they  are  equally  bound  to  do  so  if  illegal  votes  find  their  way  into  the  ballot-box 
by  other  instrumentalities  than  through  the  inspectors.  It  is  not  the  fiiaiiittfr  of  put- 
ting in  the  illegal  ballots  that  violates  the  election,  but  the  illegal  ballote  themselves. 
In  legal  contemplation  it  matters  not  whether  the  fifty  ballots  found  their  way  to  the 
box  by  the  hands  of  fifty  illegal  voters,  or  by  the  hands  of  one.  Nor  is  it  material  in 
what  the  illegality  consists.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  ballots  are  illegal.  The  return  of 
such  is  a  false  return  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  and  where  the  fact  is  ahoum  to 
the  board  it  is  their  duty  to  take  cognizance  of  it. 

If  any  return  be  so  irregular,  Slo.,  that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the 
true  vote,  they  shall  so  certify,  Slg,  The  implication  here  is  irresistible  that  the  boaxd 
are  required  to  determine  the  true  vote,  if  able  to  do  so.  Only  when  unable  are  they  to 
lay  aside  the  return.  If,  then,  they^  may  in  any  case  ascertain  the  true  vote,  that 
must  be  done,  and  the  returns  sustained  as  to  it. 

In  the  case  supposed,  if  it  be  shown  that  the  inspectors  put  in  the  box  the  fifty  votea 
for  Steams,  they  are  to  be  rejected,  and  the  returns  sustained  as  to  the  100  votes  for 
Drew.  But  if  it  be  shown  that  the  inspectors  were  seen  fraudulently  putting  tickets 
into  the  box,  and  their  number  and  character  cannot  be  determined,  and  it  cannot  be 
shown  otherwise  that  Drew  received  100  legal  votes,  the  entire  return  must  be  rejected* 
In  like  manner  a  return  may  be  upheld  as  to  all  the  precincts  of  a  county  but  one,  and 
the  vote  from  that  one  may  be  purged  of  illegal  votes,  and  the  true  vote  therefrom  be 
ascertained. 

Second.  Going  beyond  the  returns,  a  wide  field  of  investigation  is  opened  up.  The 
legality  of  the  election  itself,  whether  the  county  commissioners  designated  the  place 
of  holding  it  and  gave  due  notice  thereof,  <&c.,  whether  it  was  conducted  accordtn^^  to 
law  by  the  officers  of  election,  whether  the  persons  voting  were  electors,  and  being 
electors  whether  their  votes  were  legal,  &c.,  may  all  be  inquired  into,  with  respect 
to  each  of  these  subjects,  the  legality  of  the  election,  the  legality  of  conducting  it  by 
election-officers,  and  the  qualification  of  electors,  and  the  legality  of  their  votes. 

Many  questions  are  involved  not  necessary  to  discuss  here.  As  regards  the  last, 
however,  it  may  be  well  to  recapitulate.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  a  ballot  is 
deposited  by  a  legal  voter,  it  is  therefore  legal  and  to  be  counted. 

it  has  been  seen  that,  if  bribed,  the  elector's  ballot  is  illegal,  and  it  is  contended 
that,  under  the  constitution  of  this  State^  a  ballot  obtained  by  undue  influence,  from 
power,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practice,  is  put  under  the  same  ban  an^  ^pon  the 
same  plane  as  one  obtained  by  the  influence  of  bribery.  It  being  shown,  therefore, 
that  the  person  voting  was  an  elector,  the  board  may  properly  inquire — 

1.  Whether,  in  voting,  he  was  under  undue  influence  fiim  power. 

2.  "Whether  he  voted  under  undue  influence  from  bribery. 
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3.  Whether  he  voted  ander  undue  iDflaence  from  tumnlt. 

4.  Whether  he  voted  under  undue  influence  from  other  improper  practice. 

THIBD  PRECINCT,  KEY  WEST. 

The  board  are  the  exclusive  judges  of  the  facts  proven  in  each  case. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  following  facts  are  established  with  respect  to  this  precinct, 
either  by  the  admission  of  the  democrats  or  by  a  clear  preponderance  of  the  testimony  : 

1st.  The  democratic  vote  in  the  precinct  was  401  and  the  republican  vote  59,  being  a 
democratic  majority  of  342.    (See  certified  copy  of  returns  fi*om  the  precinct.) 

2d.  That  the  total  democratic  vote  for  Monroe  County  for  1872  was  632 ;  for  1874, 
6^ ;  and  for  1876,  1,047.  That  there  was  no  perceptible  cause  for  this  extraordinary 
increase  from  1874  to  1876,  and  that  it  was  owins  in  large  part  to  the  increased  demo- 
cratic vote  at  K6y  West,  and  particularly  at  said  third  precinct. 

3d.  That  democrats  surrounded  the  polls,  and  by  threats,  exhibition  of  arms,  See, 
prevented  republicans  from  remaining  at  the  polls  and  from  voting. 

4th.  That  there  were  a  number  of  illegal  votes  polled  against  and  without  regard  to 
ike  ckalleHger$  of  republicans,  and  that  six  of  these  are  named  who  never  registered. 
<See  Clark's  affidavit.) 

5th.  The  democratic  inspectors  refused  to  regard  the  challenges  by  republicans  of 
illegal  votes,  and  received  their  votes  without  question.  When  one  offered  to  vote 
and  was  challenged,  the  crowd  called  out,  **  Let  him  vote,''  "  He  is  all  right,"  and  he 
was  permitted  to  vote  without  question.  (See  affidavit  of  Mr.  Clarke  and  Juan  M. 
Reyes.) 

6th.  When  voters  were  challenged  no  note  was  made  of  the  fact  upon  the  list. 

7th.  The  canvass  was  commenced  by  the  inspectors,  and  before  its  completion,  with- 
out excuse,  and  with  the  law  before  them,  the  democratic  members  put  the  tickets  all 
back  in  the  box,  and  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  next  day  to  a  different  and  distant  place, 
and  took  the  ballot-box  and  key  with  them,  leaving  no  evidence  of  its  contents  with 
the  republican  member. 

8th.  The  canvass  was  commenced  in  a  distant  place  next  day  without  notice  to  the 
public,  and  completed  in  the  afternoon. 

9th.  The  ballot-box,  between  the  adjournment  and  re-assembling  of  the  board,  was 
out  of  eight  of  the  public. 

The  three  last  propositions  of  fact  are  ur^disputed,  and  are,  besides,  abundantly  shown 
bv  the  testimony.  Those  from  two  to  six,  inclusive,  rest  upon  the  affidavits  of  Juan 
M.  Reyes,  Frederick  de  Armas,  Elogio  Rodriguez,  Charles  F.  F.  Clarke,  F.  A.  Wicker, 
Manuel  Escassi,  F.  W.  Johnson,  and  Manuel  Govin. 

Of  these,  that  of  Col.  F.  N.  Wicker  is  the  most  elaborate,  and  gives  the  best  idea  of 
the  state  of  affairs  preceding  the  election.  It  is  deserving  of  a  careful  consideration. 
The  only  other  ones  to  which  attention  is  particularly  called  are  those  of  Mr.  Clarke 
and  Reyes.  Both  were  present  during  the  election,  and  at  night  duriug  the  partial 
canvass.  Both  had  duties  to  perform.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  the 
former  was  a  republican  challenger.  They  had  peculiar  facilities  for  knowing  the 
matters  about  which  they  testi^.  From  both  of  them  it  appears  clearly  that  the 
challengee  by  the  republicans  were  disregarded  and  utterljf  ignored  by  the  democratic 
inspectors,  and  for  that  reason  discontinued. 

The  statements  of  both  that  the  board  adjourned  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night  without 
completing  the  canvass,  and  that  they  commenced  next  day  at  ten  and  completed,  &c., 
are  conclusive. 

In  opposition  to  all  these  is  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Harris. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Harris,  for  the  most  part,  swears  not  to  facts  but  to  legal  con- 
clusions, as  that  the  inspectors  conducted  the  election  according  to  law.  The  trouble 
of  his  statement  is  that  they  are  of  matters  of  which  he  has  no  personal  knowledge. 
He  was  not  with  the  inspectors  at  the  time  they  adjourned  on  the  night  of  the  7th. 

He  was  not  at  the  third  precinct  at  all  times  during  the  day,  (see  affidavit  Nos. , 

Clark's.)  Why  does  not  the  opposition  furnish  the  affidavits  of  those  present  on  those 
occasions  f  Why  have  we  not  those  of  the  two  democratic  inspectors  f  It  is  suggested 
that  the  attack  upon  the  third  precinct  canvass,  so  late  that  the  democrats  have  no 
time  to  procure  them.  But  it  is  shown  that  the  democrats  were  fully  aware  that  the 
republicans  intended  to  contest  the  precinct  as  early  as  November  13.  The  latter  on 
that  day  instituted  proceeding  to  enjoin  the  issuing  of  certificates  to  the  democratic 
constables  elect.  It  was  a  matter  open  and  notorious  at  Key  West.  Prominent  dem- 
ocrats and  even  the  county  judge  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  State  board  would 
throw  out  the  precinct.  Mr.  Harris  himself  was  well  aware  of  the  matter  before  leav 
ing  Key  West.  He  came  on  same  streamer  with  republicans  to  the  capital,  understand- 
ing that  they  intended  to  contest  the  precinct.  The  protest  of  his  opponent  for  the 
assembly,  on  file,  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  dated  November  13,  shows  the 
fact  that  the  precinct  was  contested.  Mr.  Harris  was  present  at  the  time.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  submitted  that  the  fact  that  the  democrats  are  here  without, 
evidence  raises  a  strong  presumption  against  them  and  in  favor  of  all  the  allegations 
of  the  republicans. 
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• 

The  followiDg  Tiolations  of  law  on  the  part  of  the  democratip  inspectors  are,  it  is 
submitted,  shown : 

First.  They  violated  section  16  of  the  general  act  in  disregarding  the  challengins^ 
by  repablioans  of  persons  oifering  to  vote,  and  permitting  the  person  to  vote  as  thougn 
not  challenged.  That  section  provides :  "  If  any  person  offering  to  vote  shall  be  chal- 
lenged as  not  qualified,  bv  an  inspector,  or  by  any  other  elector ,  one  of  the  board  shall 
declare  to  the  person  challenged  the  qualifications  of  an  elector.  If  such  person  shall 
claim  he  is  qualified,  and  the  challenge  be  not  withdrawn,  one  of  the  inspectors  shall 
administer  to  him  the  following  oath :''  Then  follows  an  oath  touching  the  qualifioa- 
tions  of  electors.  This  section  furnishes  one  of  the  great  safeguards,  and,  perhaps,  the 
very  strongest  of  the  safeguards  against  the  reception  of  illegal  votes  and  fraud  upon 
the  ballot-box.  It  is  one  that  any  elector  has  the  right  to  invoke.  For  the  inspectors 
to  deny  or  ignore  this  right  is  to  taint  their  whole  proceedings  with  fraud  and  illegality. 

Second.  When  a  challenged  person  voted,  taking  the  required  oath,  no  note  thereof 
was  made  upon  the  poll-list,  as  required  by  section  19.  (See  the  affidavit  of  Inspector 
Reyes.)  The  purpose  of  this  important  provision  is  clearly  to  provide  record  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  the  challenged  person  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  in  such  cases, 
to  the  end  that  such  person,  if  he  swears  falsely,  shfdl  be  punished,  and  that  the  election 
may  be  purged  of  its  illegal  voto.  For  officers  of  election  to  omit  or  refuse  to  make 
the  record  is  to  say  to  the  challenged  votor :  ''  Go  ahead.  If  you  swear  falsely,  we  shall 
furnish  no  evidence  that  yon  were  sworn  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  our  record  shall 
show,  presumptively,  that  you  were  not  sworn  at  all.'' 

Taken  in  connection  with  the  other  violation  of  law,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  fact 
that  the  democrats  surrounding  the  polls  called  out  to  the  inspectors  constantly  when 
persons  were  challenged  by  republicans,  ^'  Take  his  vote ;  he  is  all  right,''  who  can  say 
that  this  omission,  this  refusal  to  make  the  record  required  by  section  19,  does  not 
more  than  suggest  f^aud  ?  Can  the  board,  can  the  people  of  Florida  affonl  to  have 
the  board  say :  These  requirements  of  law  are  very  weU  in  themselves,  but  whenever 
inspectors  choose  to  disregard  them  they  art  at  liberty  to  do  so.  What  protection 
then  against  fraud  upon  the  ballot-box  can  be  afforded  f 

Third.  The  inspectors  had  the  authority,  and  it  was  their  duty  under  section  20,  to 
enforce  and  maintain  order  at  the  polls.  This  involves,  of  course,  the  protection  of 
electors  engaged  in  challenging.  They  violated  this  section  in  not  affording  protection 
against  the  jeers,  threats,  and  insults  of  the  crowd  to  republican  challengers. 

Fourth.  The  democratic  inspectors  violated  section  21  in  two  most  important  par- 
ticulars. The  section  provides :  ^^Aa  soon  as  the  polls  of  an  election  are  closed  the 
inspectors  shall  proceed  to  canvass  the  votes  cast  at  such  election,  and  the  canvass 
shall  he  piibUo  and  continued  without  an  adjournment  until  completed. 

When  is  a  canvass  completed  ?  We  answer,  whenever  it  has  arrived  at  that  stage 
that  the  inspectors  are  prepared  to  make  the  legal  certificates  of  the  result.  To  show 
that  this  stage  was  not  reached  the  night  of  the  7th,  it  is  only  necessary  to  cito  the 
fact,  not  disputed,  that  the  inspectors  met  the. next  day  and  proceeded  with  the 
counting,  and  continued  thereat  till  the  afternoon  of  the  8th.  A  preliminary  count  is 
not  a  canvass  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  ''  The  canvass  being  oomplied^  dupli- 
cate certificates  of  the  result  shall  be  drawn  up,  &.o."  The  completion  implies  all  tnat 
is  to  be  done,  whether  by  way  of  verification  or  otherwise,  preceding  the  issuing  of 
certificates.  The  democratic  inspectors  then  adjourned  in  the  face  of  the  law,  which 
was  before  them  (see  Wicker's  affidavit)  before  the  canvass  was  completed. 

There  was  no  reason  for  such  adjournment.  The  democratic  inspectors  were  both 
good  accountants.  The  vote  was  not  as  large  by  a  great  deal  as  that  of  other  pre- 
cincts in  the  city.  A  case  might  arise  when  inspectors  ex  necessitate,  would  be  oom- 
polled  to  adjourn  the  canvass  for  a  time.  Well  understood  rules  of  law  applicable  to 
such  a  case  would  justify  them  in  so  doing.  But  there  was  not  only  no  necessity  for 
this  adjournment ;  there  was  no  excuse  or  palliation  therefor. 

The  adjournment  involved  another  gross  violation  of  the  statute,  namelv,  the  taking 
the  halloUbox  out  of  public  Hmv,  One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  statute 
as  a  protection  against  fraud  is  the  requirement  that  the  ballot-box  shall  be  kept  in  public 
view.  The  canvass  shall  be  public,  (section  21.)  Section  12  authorizes  an  amoumment 
between  12  and  1  o'clock  on  election-day,  (the  only  adjournment  anthori7<ed^)  and  re- 
quires the  ballot-box  during  the  time  to  be  sealed  and  kept  in  the  possession  of  an 
inspector,  "  but,"  says  the  law,  "  the  box  shall  not  be  concealed  from  thepiAlio."  The  value 
of  the  safeguard  against  fraud  is  so  apparent  that  nothing  need  be  said  upon  it.  In 
this  instance  the  box  was  concealed  from  the  public  ton  hours,  six  of  which  were  in 
the  night:  and  that,  too,  in  the  han4s  entirely  of  the  denMcratio  inspectors,  who  had  the 
key.  And  the  canvass  next  day  was  not  public ;  at  least  it  was  not  in  a  place  in  which 
the  public  had  notice,  it  being  conducted  in  a  house  of  one  of  the  democratic  ins^ect- 
.  ors,  distant  from  the  place  where  the  election  was  held,  and  in  another  voting  precinct. 
The  law  requires  the  county  commissioners  to  appoint  tne  places  of  **  holding  electicMis'' 
in  each  county,  and  give  public  notice  thereof.  It  contemplates  that  the  canvassing  shall 
be  in  such  places,    '*  As  soon  as  the  polls  of  an  election  shall  be  finally  dosed,  uie  in 
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speotoTS  shall  proceed  to  oanvaes  the  yotee,"  &o.  They  are  not  to  go  somewhere  else 
"as  sooa  "  as  the  polls  close,  and  then  after  the  jonmey  commence  to  canvass.  That 
wonM  not  be  complyine  with  tiie  statnte.  The  public  have  an  interest  in  the  correct 
oanvass,  and  the  law  gives  it  the  opportunity  to  witness  such  canvass  b^  noti^ng 
everybody  where  and  wnen  it  is  to  oe  held,  and  by  requiring  publicity  in  its  conduct. 
The  provision  is  besides  a  strong  security  against  fraud.  To  a^oum  to  anothet  point, 
of  which  the  public  have  no  notice,  and  there  make  the  canvass,  without  excuse  for 
so  doing,  amounts  not  only  to  a  denial  of  a  public  right,  but  is  itself  a  badge  of  fraud. 

What  is  it  the  duty  of  the  board  under  all  these  circumstances  to  do  respecting  this 
poll? 

Can  it  be  said  that  these  violations  of  law  are  mere  irregularities  which  may  be 
overlooked  T  Will  they  be  justified  in  saying  the  statute  as  to  these  matters  is  merely 
directory,  and  its  requirements  may  be  disregarded  ?  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
^e  violations  of  XK>sitive  provisions  are  numerous — six  or  seven  in  number — ^and  they 
all  point  to  the  one  thing  of  fraud  upon  the  election.  In  the  contested  case  of  Finley 
tv.  Walls— a  case  arising  under  the  laws  of  this  State— the  present  national  House  of 
Bepresentatives  threw  out  the  entire  precinct  known  as  the  Colored  Academy  precinct, 
in  Columbia  County,  wherein  Walls,  republican,  got  588  votes,  and  Finley,  democrat, 
16,  for  irregularities  and  violations  oi  the  law  far  less  serious  than  those  shown  in  this 
instance.  (See  report  of  committee,  p.  15  et  seq,)  It  is  true  the  committee  found 
there  was  a  conspiracy  to  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  election  in  that  precinct.  What 
will  the  bofurd  say  upon  that  question  under  the  testimony  as  to  this  precinct  ?  At 
pa^e  22  of  the  report  the  committee  correctly  state  the  law,  as  follows : 

^The  law  is  that  where  fraud  is  proved  to  have  been  committed  by  the  officers  of  an 
election  in  conducting  the  election,  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  any  of  their  acts,  and 
their  return  must  be  rejected  as  wholly  unreliable.  The  party  claiming  the  election 
must  prove  the  actual  vote  in  some  other  way.''  Does  it  not  amount  to  fraud  in  the 
conduct  of  an  election  where  inspectors  refuse  to  recognize  lawful  challengers,  and  per- 
mit the  challenge  persons  to  vote  without  question,  especially  when  the  statute  im- 
peratively requires  such  challenges  to  be  recognized  and  acted  upon  ?  In  the  con- 
tested case  before  the  present  House  of  Representatives,  of  Piatt  (republican)  vs,  Goode, 
(democrat,)  the  record  showed,  and  there  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  fact,  that  the  retum- 
ing-board  of  State  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Virginia  rejected  the  return  from  Prince 
George  County,  which  gave  Piatt  425  majority,  simply  because  the  return  from  said 
county,  made  by  the  county  canvassers,  lacked  the  attestation  of  the  county  islerk,  the 
statnte  requiring  his  attestation. 

This  was  done.  notwithstandingMr.  Piatt  produced  before  the  board  a  new  return, 
properly  attested  by  the  clerk.  The  majority  of  the  committee  disapproved  of  this 
action,  and  gave  Mr.  Piatt  the  votes  thus  rejected,  but  the  minority  or  the  committee 
sustained  the  State  board,  and  held  that  they  properly  rejected  the  vote  of  that  county 
on  the  ground  named.    And  the  House  of  Repreaentativee  sustained  the  minority  report. 

If  that  action  is  to  be  t£^en  as  a  precedent — and  our  democratic  friends  are  estopped 
from  complaining  if  it  should  be — any  single,  naked  violation  of  the  letter  of  the  law 
by  the  inspectors,  as  the  adjournment,  disconnected  with  any  allegation  or  coloring  of 
mud,  would  justify  and  require  this  board  to  reject  the  return. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  the  length  to  reject  the  return  from  this  pre- 
cinct. As  has  been  shown,  there  are  numerous  violations  of  the  re(^uirements  of 
the  law — most  important  requirements — here  involved,  and  all  pointing  to  fraud, 
the  extent  of  which  cannot  be  known,  involved  in  this  case.  Upon  the  question 
of  adjournment  and  keeping  the  ballot-box  concealed  from  the  public,  it  may 
be  said  there  is  no  fraud  shown  in  the  transaction.  In  the  language  of  the  minority 
report  sustained  by  the  House  in  the  Piatt  vs.  Goode  case,  page  30,  it  may  be  answered. 
The  rule  laid  down  and  supported  by  a  number  of  adjudicated  cases,  and  applied  in 
several  instances  by  the  House,  does  not  require  that  positive  proof  showing  that  the 
ballots  had  been  tampered  with.  It  is  sufficient  to  show  that  opportunity  for  such  tamper- 
img  has  leen  afforded.  The  burden  of  proving  that  this  has  not  been  done  devolves  upon  the 
party  ineisUng  upon  the  count,"  Was  there  an  opportunity  here  to  tamper  with  the  bal- 
lot-box T  Has  it  been  shown  that  it  was  not  done  T  Mr.  Harris  states  his  belief  upon 
hearsay  that  it  was  not  done,  but  it  is  shown  that  Mr.  Hams  testifies  of  matters  of 
which  he  has  no  knowledge  and  can  have  none.  Again,  attention  is  called  to  the  strong 
negative  circumstance  that  the  affidavits  of  the  democratic  inspectors  and  clerk  are 
not  at  home,  when  they  knew  thi9  precinct  was  to  be  contested  and  the  grounds  of 
the  contest.  Upon  the  subject  of  persons  being  induced  to  vote  or  refrsdn  from  voting 
from  considerations  of  employment  to  labor,  attention  is  directed  to  the  minority  re- 
port touching  the  vote  of  the  Norfolk  navy-yard  precinct.  Some  instructive  ideas  may 
be  gleaned  from  it,  which,  if  adopted  in  this  case,  would  justify  the  board  in  rejecting 
the  third  precinct,  on  the  ground  shown,  that  the  laborers  were  threatened  with  a  dis- 
chBTge  from  service  if  they  voted  the  republican  ticket.  It  being  shown  that  such 
threats  were  made,  and  one  person,  Mr.  Johnson,  discharged;  but  it  is  apprehended 
that  the  board  will  not  be  controlle<'  entirely  by  precedents  applicable  to  other  places 
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and  circumstances.  What  may  be  in  New  York  or  Ohio  may  not  be  in  Florida  or 
Mississippi.  The  state  of  society  here  and  the  evils  apprehended  at  the  time  the  law 
was  passed  mnst  be  looked  to.  Were  there  and  are  there  not  nnusnal  dangers  of  fraud 
upon  the  ballot-box  ?  Then  the  statutory  safeguards  against  it  must  be  enforced  with 
unusual  vigor. 

If  ibspectors  of  one  party  may  adjourn  and  take  the  ballot-box  and  key  with  them 
for  ten  hours,  why  may  they  not  for  five  days  T  If  thev  may  go  to  another  and  dis- 
tant house,  why  may  they  not  resort  to  the  forest  and  do  their  counting  there,  in  silence 
and  secrecy,  with  none  to  molest  or  make  afraid  f  If  the  law  in  these  most  important 
features,  considering  the  general  distrust  prevailing  between  parties,  is  to  be  dis- 
regarded with  impunity,  wnere  and  by  whom  will  be  fixed  the  limits  of  its  transgres- 
sion T 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  indorsement  of  Mr.  Harris's  affidavit,  William 
J.  Bartlum,hasbeen  made.  It  does  not  change  the  aspect  of  the  testimony,  and  is 
significant  for  what  it  admits  rather  than  for  what  it  states. 

No  further  notice  of  it  is  deemed  necessary. 

J.  P.  C.  EMMONS, 
dmnaelfor  Bepublican  Elwtan. 


DEMOCRATIC  ARGUMENT. 

2ir,  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  hoard  of  canvaeeers : 

We  desire  to  present  the  reasons  which,  after  careful  scrutiny  and  patient  delibera- 
tion, have  seemed  to  us  conclusive  reasons  that  you  should  certify  the  title  of  Messrs. 
Cidl,  Hilton,  Yonge,  and  Bullock  to  be  complete  to  fill  the  office  of  electors  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

In  presenting  these  reasons  we  shall  endeavor  to  discuss  the  facts  that  have  been 
developed  before  you,  and  the  law  which  is  applicable  to  them  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately, keeping  in  mind  through  the  whole  discussion  that  important  as  success  may  be 
to  those  who  are  claiming  this  office,  and  who  are  themselves  the  representatives  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  yet  in  our  zeal  and  political  preferences,  and  ever  what  may  be 
regarded  as  the  rights  of  an  independent  political  crisis.  Upon  the  decision  which  may 
be  reached  by  your  honorable  board  may  depend  to  whom  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  committed  for  the  next  four  years,  and  in  what  direction  the 
whole  internal  policy  of  this  country  shall  be  turned  during  this  long  i>eriod.  We 
need  scarcely,  therefore,  be  reminded  that  our  investigations  should  be  concluded  in  a 
sober,  discreet,  and  impartial  spirit,  whose  only  aim  and  purpose  should  be  the  separa- 
tion and  exhibition  of  the  tnitn  from  the  evidence  which  has  been  laid  before  us.  In 
this  spirit  we  begin  our  examination,  and  we  proceed  to  call  attention  in  the  outset  to 
some  plain  and  well-settled  principles  which  should  be  kept  steadily  in  view^  and  by 
which  all  investigations  like  the  present  are  controlled. 

And  first  it  may  be  laid  down  as  an  axiomatic  principle  that  little  attention  should 
be  paid  to  mere  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of  election  officers  which  do  not  affect 
the  real  merits ;  that  the  will  of  the  minority  is  not  to  be  defeated  by  error  in  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  mere  details  of  an  election ;  and  that  this  will,  when  substan- 
tially and  truly  ascertained,  cannot  be  defeated  by  irregularity  in  the  manner  by  which 
it  is  expressed.  In  general,  matters  affecting  the  time  and  place  of  election  and  the 
qualifications  of  voters  are  of  substance,  wnile  those  touching  the  recording  and 
return  of  the  legal  votes  received  and  the  conduct  of  the  derails  of  the  election  are 
merely  directory.  The  great  purpose  of  the  machinery  provided  and  set  in  motion  is 
to  ascertain  the  wishes  and  choice  of  the  voters :  and  these  are  not  to  suffer  from  the 
default  of  the  agents  employed,  although  these  latter  may  be  liable  to  punishment  for 
a  breach  of  their  duties.  (See  McCrarVs  Law  of  Elections,  sees.  123, 127,  and  oases 
there  cited ;  see  also  People  va.  Cook,  14  Barbour,  Sup.  Ct.  Reports,  page  2^,  affirmed 
in  the  court  of  appeals ;  Carpenter  vs.  Ely,  4  Wisconsin  Reports,  420.) 

Secondly,  as  a  necessary  consequence  £om  what  has  just  been  said,  it  follows  that 
the  vote  of  an  entire  poll  is  never  to  be  rejected,  except  in  a  case  in  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain  with  reasonable  certainty  the  true  vote.  The  power  to  reject  an 
entire  poll  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  is  never  to  be  exercised  but  in  an  extreme  case.  It 
must  appear,  before  it  is  ever  resorted  to,  that  the  conduct  of  the  election  officers  has 
been  such  as  to  destroy  the  integrity  of  their  returns,  and  that  such  a  disregard  of 
official  duty  has  taken  place  as  to  render  the  doings  oi  the  officers  unintelligible  or 
unworthy  of  credit,  and  their  action  unreliable  for  any  purpose.  (McCrary  on  Elec- 
tions, sees.  302,  303,  <&c.,  and  cases  cited,  and  particularly  sec.  368.) 

Again,  in  the  attempt  to  sift  the  truth  of  a  return,  the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence 
mnst  be  followed,  and  the  probabilities  or  improbabilities  of  human  action  must  be 
looked  at  and  considered,  as  in  other  cases.  Form  is  never  to  prevail  against  sub- 
stance, and  fraud  will  vitiate  every  proceeding,  however  apparently  regular,  when  it 
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can  be  plainly  shown,  while  weight,  is  to  be  given  to  the  decision  and  retnrn  of  the 
judges  of  an  election  whose  province  it  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  determine;  and 
whue  their  actions  are  to  be  presnmed  correct  until  shown  to  have  been  erroneous,  yet 
their  return  may  be  shown  by  evidence  to  be  so  worthless  that  the  truth  cannot  be 
deduced  from  it,  and  it  must  therefore  be  rejected.  (McCrary  on  Elections,  sees.  365, 
372,  &c.) 

As  a  rule  of  evidence  particularly  applicable  to  the  subject,  it  must  be  conceded 
that  precise  direct  testimony  given  by  witnesses  of  unimpeached  character,  and  sub- 
jected to  the  test  of  cross-examination,  is  of  infinitely  more  value  than  statements 
contained  in  ex-parU  affidavits  drawn  up  in  the  same  or  similar  phraseology,  and  that 
in  such  cases  emphatically  the  rule  that  witnesses  are  to  be  weighed,  not  counted,  has 
especial  application. 

Keeping  the  importance  of  the  general  equity  in  view,  and  the  value  and  applica- 
tion of  the  principles  to  which  attention  has  been  drawn,  we  proceed  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  case  in  detail. 

We  begin  in  the  order  of  comment  with  the  county  as  to  the  fraud  in  the  vote  of 
which  attention  was  first  directed  by  the  proofs. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

In  Alachna  County,  we  assert  that  in  Archer  precinct  No.  2  the  democratic  electors 
have  been  defrauded  to  the  extent  of  226  votes,  namely,  221  votes  falsely  and  fraudu- 
lently subtracted  from  those  truly  cast  for  them. 

The  proof  in  support  of  the  first  part  of  this  allegation  may  be  ranged  under  four 
heads: 

First.  Positive  evidence  of  respectable  unimpeached  witnesses  as  to  the  conditions 
of  the  poll  throughout  the  entire  election-day. 

Secondlv.  Positive  evidence  of  respectable  unimpeached  witnesses  as  to  the  announce- 
ment of  the  condition  and  actual  figures  shown  by  the  poll  afcer  a  public  canvass 
thereof  at  the  close  of  the  election  by  the  officers  themselves. 

Thirdly.  The  physical  condition  of  the  poll-list,  from  which  it  appears  how  the  fraud 
attached  was  perpetrated. 

Liastly.  Evidence  of  the  election-officers  themselves  as  to  the  fraud  committed. 

let.  Samuel  T.  Fleming,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Archer,  the  place  in  which  the  election 
was  conducted,  a  merchant  resident  there  and  in  the  general  vicinity  for  twenty-one 
years,  and,  by  his  business,  familiar  with  the  names  and  persons  of  the  inhabitants  and 
-voters  of  the  place,  and  of  that  part  of  the  county,  stationed  himself  at  the  poll  through- 
out the  entire  day  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  and  correct  vote.  Unhappily 
for  the  precinct,  the  county  and  State  to  which  it  belongs,  and  for  the  whole  country, 
it  had  been  tainted  with  the  suspicion  of  the  perpetration  of  wrong  and  fraud,  and  the 
witness's  attention  was  especially  directed  to  it,  with  the  view  of  discovering,  and, 
if  possible,  preventing  it  in  the  present  election.  He  was  at  the  poll  all  day,  only  leav- 
ing it  during  the  short  interval  in  which  the  officers  themselves  left  it  for  physical  re- 
freshment. He  wrote  the  name  of  every  voter  as  he  voted,  upon  sheets  of  paper,  per- 
sonally knowing  all  but  three  or  four,  and  he  preserved  and  produced  the  evidence,  now 
in  your  presence,  of  what  he  did.  His  labors  ended  only  with  the  election  itself.  In 
the  poll-list  as  returned,  he  has  pointed  out  the  names  of  persons  returned  as  voting, 
deaa,  absent,  non-residents,  and  unknown. 

2d.  Mr.  Fleming  is  fortified  by  Samuel  C.  Tucker  and  George  Blitch,  who  heard  the 
result  of  the  vote  publicly  announced  by  the  election-officers,  after  the  election  was 
ended  and  the  votes  had  been  counted.  Tucker  asked  one  of  the  officers  for  the  result ; 
received  it  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which  he  preserved  and  produced  before  this  board,  and 
it  tallies  exactly  with  Fleming's  list  and  testimony.  Tucker  acted  in  connection  with 
the  election-officers  at  their  requesti  in  counting  the  ballots ;  ascertained  the  result, 
and  heard  the  vote  publicly  announced  at  the  close  of  the  election.  Blitch  was  also 
present  and  heard  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote. 

Thus  the  minute,  personal,  continued  examination  and  checking  of  the  condition  of  the 
poll  by  Mr.  Fleming  throughout  the  day,  quite  the  equal  of  the  poll-list  kept  by  the 
officers,  is  corroborated  by  the  evidence  of  ten  witnesses  who  heard  the  announcement 
of  the  result.  All  those  witnesses  were  produced  before  this  board,  were  examined 
by  it  openly  in  the  presence  of  opposing  counsel,  and  from  their  manner  and  bearing 
made  manifest  that  they  were  fiank,  intelligent,  truthful  witnesses.  Their  testimony, 
apart  from  the  positive  and  negative  support  which  it  has  received  from  other  sources, 
would  be  powerfully  persuasive  of  the  truth  of  their  statements ;  but  when  read  in 
the  light  of  that  to  which  we  are  now  about  to  call  attention,  it  is  irresistible. 

3d.  Tke  oondUion  of  the  poll-list. — If  the  names  of  voters  found  Qn  the  list  as  it  now 
stands,  and  which  are  not  recognized  as  those  of  voters  by  Mr.  Fleming,  were  truly 
and  indeed  the  names  of  actual  voters,  they  should  have  been  found  scatter^  throughout 
the  whole  list  at  difierent  and  regular  intervals.  This  is  sufficiently  obvious  to  any  one 
who  reflects  in  the  least  upon  the  matter.  In  point  of  fact,  where  are  they  found  T 
A  large  number  of  these  are  found  in  the  fore-front  of  the  poll-list,  and  a  large  number  at 
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its  end,  and  blocks  of  names  together  in  the  middle.  The  oonelnskm  i»  therefore  irr^ 
sistible  that  they  have  been  added  to  the  list  after  the  election  was  ended  ^  in  other  word» 
that  a  false  list  has  been  snbstitated  for  the  true  one.  How  easily  tlusoould  be  done 
is  apparent  from  the  poll-list  prodaoed  before  yon,  which  is  made  np  of  scTeral  sheets 
and  is  unsigned.  Among  the  names  foand  on  this  list  are  those  of  dead  mea  and  non- 
residents or  absent  persons.  Of  course  they  never  appeared  to  offer  to>  rote,  and  the 
jQrand  was  of  a  wholesale  character. 

It  has  been  defeated  by  the  intelligence  and  pertinacity  of  two  or  three  repatable 
men,  who  possess  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  they  liTe^by  the  bangling 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  perpetrated,  and  by  the  admissions  of  the  deotionroffioer» 
themselves,  to  which  we  will  now  advert. 

4th.  Green  R.  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  two  of  the  eleotion-dfficera  of  Archer  precinct 
No.  2,  have  given  their  affidavits  in  support  of  the  truth  of  the  averments- here-  made ;: 
but  counter-affidavits,  purporting  to  have  been  made  by  them,  in  contradiction  of  their 
statement,  have  been  produced  before  you  in  behalf  of  the  Hayes  electors^  Had  they 
been  genuine,  it  would  only  have  been  another  proof  of  the  fatal  fewility  with  which 
such  spurious  testimony  is  fabricated,  of  its  entire  untrustwoTthines8>.and  of  the  folly  of 
attaching  to  it  any  importance  or  any  value  whatsoever. 

The  testimony  of  the  living  witnesses  produced  before  you  would  have  remained  in 
all  its  integrity,  and  this  clear,  consistent  narration  would  have  carried  conviction  to 
the  mind  of  every  impartial  investigator  of  the  truth ;  but,,  fortunately  for  its  eause, 
although  unfortunately  for  the  interests  of  morality  aqd  political  honesty  in  this  State, 
a  plot  of  the  deepest  turpitude  has  been  brought  to  light  which  should  overwhelm  with 
confusion  and  ruin  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  this  conspiracy.  Green  R.  Moore 
and  Floyd  Dukes,  two  of  the  inspectors  of  this  election,  have  been  brought  before  you 
and  publicly  examined.  No  one  who  beard  them  could  nave  doubted  that  they  testified 
truly ;  and  the  plain  and  simple  narrative  of  what  really  occurred  at  Archer  No.  2,  as 
given  by  Floyd  Dukes,  of  the  manner  in  which  his  statement  was  tampered  with,  and 
of  the  desperate  attempt  to  falsify  the  returns,  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  way  in 
which  the  most  cunningly-devised  schemes  are  defeated  by  the  hnmblest  instruments. 
Had  these  men  not  been  produced  before  you,  the  affidavits  and  counter-affidavitB  pur- 
porting to  have  been  made  by  them  must  have  been  unhesitatingly  rejected,  and  mud 
and  falsehood  would  have  been  properly  attributed  to  their  conduct ;  as  it  is,  not  only 
is  the  truth  of  the  evidence  given  by  Messrs.  Fleming,.Tuckerj  and  Blitch  fully  con- 
firmed, but  a  felonious  attempt  to  defeat  the  expressed  will  of  the  voters  of  Alachua 
County  has  been  held  up  to  public  scorn  and  indignation.  No  one  now  doubts  of  the 
falsification  of  the  vote  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2  to  the  extent  of  226  votes  against  the 
Tilden  electors ;  and  we  may,  in  dismissing  this  branch  of  the  case,  express  the  hope, 
in  the  interest  of  the  whole  community,  that  the  perpetrators  of  this  infamous  fraud 
will  be  speedily  brought  to  the  bar  of  a  criminal  court  to  answer  for  their  condnct.  It 
remains  but  to  notice  briefiy  the  5  votes  fraudulently  dropped  in  Archer  No.  2  from  the 
democratic  electoral  vote.    The  history  of  the  transaction  is  this : 

The  true  return  for  electors  should  have  returned— 

For  Hayes 17B 

For  TUden 14t 

The  majority  for  Hayes 37 

The  false  return  was — 

For  Hayes ^99 

For  Tilden 186 

False  migority  for  Hayes w 563 

The  facts  are  proved  by  the  testimony  of  Fleming,  Tucker,  and  Bllt-ch,  who  heard 
the  correct  vote  announced,  in  which  they  are  frilly  corroborated  by  Dukes  and  Moore. 

The  conspirators  took  the  vote  ^ven  to  Drew  as  the  vote  given  to  the  Tilden  elec- 
tors, thus  counting  the  democratic  electors  136  instead  of  141,  a  loss  of  5  votes ;  and 
by  the  fraudulent  addition  of  221  votes  for  Hayes  to  the  poll-list,  the  total  excess  of 
226  votes  is  just  the  difference  between — 

False  votes  for  Hayes 399 

True  votes  for  Hayes ^ 178 

False  excess 291 

To  which  are  to  be  added  the  5  votes  subtracted  from  the  Tilden  eleotora.. 5 

Se 

Which  is  just  the  difiference  between  false  Hayes  m^jprity ^...^ 263 

True  Hayes  msgority ST 


226. 
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I 
How  has  the  clear,  simple,  bat  direct,  positive,  and  oonyincing  proof  of  the  Arand  in 
Archer  precinct  No.  2  been  met  f    It  has  been  attempted  to  be  answered — 

I.  By  batches  of  affidavits,  the  text,  signatures,  and  cross-marks  all  in  the  same  hand- 
writing; the  names  duplicated  and  the  cross-marks  sometimes  omitted,  so  barefaced 
is  the  fab^cation.  Even  had  these  affidavits  been  signed  bv  marksmen,  they  were 
made  hymen  so  i^orant  as  to  be  unable  to  verify  the  truth  of  their  statements ;  from 
their  ignorance  liable  either  to  be  mistaken  as  to  the  contents  of  written  affidavits 
which  they  could  not  read,  or  to  be  tampered  with  by  the  designing  and  fraudulent. 
They  have  not  offered  themselves  to  the  test  of  cross-examination ;  they  have  not  even 
appeared  in  person  before  the  board. 

The  value  of  the  ex-parte  statements  purporting  to  have  been  made  by  them,  when 
contrasted  with  the  straight-forward,  airect  testimony  of  Fleming,  Tucker,  Bleetcb, 
and  of  Moore  and  Dukes,  the  election  inspectors,  can  be  appreciated  by  those  familiar 
with  the  sifbiuff  and  collation  of  testimony.  In  ordinary  private  litigation,  ex-parte 
statements  made  outside  ot  the  tribunal  which  is  investigating  the  subject-matter 
are  tracked  always  with  caution,  frequently  with  suspicion,  when  at  variance  with  the^ 
statements  of  witnesses  taken  under  the  usual  safeguards  of  honest  testimony ;  but 
in  exciting  i>olitical  contests,  when  the  passions,  prejudices  and  partisan  feeling  of 
men  are  roused  and  strained  to  the  utmost  pitch,  it  is  most  essential  that  those  to 
whom  the  determination  of  a  question  so  important  is  intrusted  should  hold  fast  to 
rules  of  evidence  by  the  application  of  which  alone  the  truth  can  be  brought  to  light 
and  established. 

In  introducing  the  subject  of  the  supposed  counter  affidavits  of  Moore  and  Dukes,, 
this  would  have  been  the  correct  estimate  of  the  whole  testimony  offered,  before  the 
production  and  oral  examination  of  these  last-named  witnesses.  No  candid  mind 
could  have  reached  a  different  judgment.  But  in  the  light  of  the  shameless  fraud 
which  has  been  so  thoroughly  exposed  and  commented  upon,  Archer  No.  2  should  be> 
dismissed  from  further  consideration  with  the  reflection  that  should  be  kept  before  u» 
throughout  this  whole  examination,  that  a  case  which  calls  to  its  support  in  an  essen- 
tial particular  the  aid  of  a  fraud  so  deliberate  in  its  concoction  and  so  nefarious  in  its 
possible  results  is  tainted  throughout  with  the  gravest  suspicion  of  indiscretion  and 
unfoimess,  and  requires  the  highest  and  most  convincing  weight  of  proof,  and  the 
utmost  candor  of  presentation,  to  sustain  it  in  any  other  part  which  shall  be  made  the 
sul^ect  of  discussion  before  your  board. 

II.  It  may  be  asserted,  however,  that  the  testimony  of  Vance  and  Block,  the 
clerk  and  inspector  of  the  election  of  this  precinct,  who  were  produced  and  ex- 
amined on  the  first  of  December  before  your  board,  contradicts  the  statements 
of  Fleming,  Tucker,  and  Blitch,  corroborated  by  the  oral  examination  of  Moore 
and  Dukes,  the  other  two  inspectors.  We  propose  briefly  to  show  that  the  testi- 
mony of  Vance  and  Black  is  false;  and  that  from  an  admission  made  by  Black 
comes  a  perfect  corroboration  of  the  witnesses  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Tilden  elec- 
tors.   It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  poll-list  returned  to  your  board  with  the  names 

fraudulently  added  on[is  unsigned.  It  should  have  had  to  it,  in  verification  of  its  cor- 
reotnees,  the  signatures  of  the  election-officers.  Black,  when  asked  about  the  poll-list, 
asserted  positively  that  it  was  signed.  He  adhered  to  this  assertion  throughout  when 
his  attention  was  pointedly  call^  to  the  subject.  In  this  he  was  correct.  The  true 
poll-list  corresponding  with  the  list  of  voters  made  and  kept  by  Mr.  Fleming,  was  signed. 
From  it  were  copied  upon  the  fraudulent  poll-list  now  returned  the  names  of  the  false 
Yoters  were  added  in  the  way  heretofore  pointed  out.  The  true  list  signed  by  the  elec- 
tion-officers was  then  destroyed,  and  the  fabricated  one  returned,  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  not  signed.  Here,  then,  is  another  remarkable  corroboration  of  the  truth  of 
the  statements  sworn  to  by  the  first-named  witnesses ;  and  another  instance  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  a  fraudulent  device  has  been  defeated.  Had  Vance  and  Black  signed  the 
false  poll-list,  as  they  thought  they  had  done,  this  mode  of  detecting  the  falsity  of  their 
testimony  would  have  been  wanting.  Fortunately,  they  forgot  this:  and  thus,  by  a  cir- 
cumstance apparently  so  trivia),  is  their  conspiracy  brought  to  light  and  confounded. 

They  are  ignorant  men  played  upon  by  others  of  superior  intelligence  who  are  behind 
them ;  and  they  have  been  betrayed  into  the  truth  as  to  the  real  poll-list  by  a  want 
of  sufficient  foresightedness  to  comprehend  the  effect  of  their  testimony.  The  case  of 
the  Hayes  electors  as  to  Archer  precinct  No.  2  stands  before  you,  branded  not  only  with 
forgery  but  with  peijury,  and  must  consign  its  perpetrators  in  the  judgment  of  all 
honest  men  to  merited  infamy. 

The  testimony  of  Belton  only  confirms  the  refusal  of  Floyd  Dukes  to  make  the  affi- 
davit, as  the  positive  oath  of  McLan  that  he  saw  Dukes  sign  it  only  confutes  both,  by 
the  conflict  of  this  pair  as  to  the  making  of  the  cross. 

In  ocHToboration  of  the  truth,  as  the  democratic  electors  assert  it  to  be,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  vote  at  the  two  precincts,  Archer  Nos.  1  and  2,  is  158  votes  more 
than  were  east  there  in  the  exciting  conjrressional  election  of  1874.  Such  an  increase 
as  this  is  scarcely  Justified  by  increase  of  population  in  two  years ;  but  when  there  is 
added  thereto  tlie  221  of  fraudulent   increase  which  would  require  to  sustain  it 
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An  additional  increase  in  the  neighboring  population  of  upward  of  1,000,  we  have 
a  resnlt  here  which  exists  purely  and  entirely  on  paper,  and  which  is  itself  couclasive 
evidence  of  fraud. 

BAKER  COUNTY. 

Baker  County  next  demands  our  consideration.  The  true  and  correct  returns  are 
those  dated,  respectively,  the  10th  and  13th  of  November,  1876;  signed  the  first  by  the 
clerk  of  the  county  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  the  second  signed  also  by  the  same 
clerk  and  Justice  of  the  peace ;  and  that  the  return  from  this  county,  dated  the  13th 
of  November,  1876,  signed  by  the  county  judge,  the  sheriff,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  read  first  by  the  secretary  of  state,  is  irregular,  false  and  fraudulent.  The  cor- 
rect return  gives  to  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors  238  votes ;  to  the  Hayes  and 
Wheeler  electors  143  votes ;  the  false  return  gives  to  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  elec- 
tors 89  votes.  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors  130  votes  ;  the  difference  claimed  by  as  is 
136  votes  in  favor  of  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors,  and  in  support  of  this  claim 
we  offer  the  following  reasons : 

First.  The  returns  asserted  to  be  the  true  ones  give  the  votes  of  all  the  precincts  of 
Baker  County,  The  false  return  gives  the  return  of  only  two  precincts  out  of  the 
four  in  the  county. 

Secondly.  The  correct  retnm  corresponds  exactly  with  the  return  filed  and  recorded 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  as  required  by  section  24  of  the  election -law  of 
1868.   Tbe  false  return  has  no  such  correspondence. 

Thirdly.  The  votes  of  the  precinct  as  preserved  and  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  filed  in  his  office  under  the  provisions  of  section  23  of  the  election- 
law,  correspond  exactly  with  the  true  return.  The  false  return  is  at  variance  with 
the  precinct  returns. 

Fourthly.  The  affidavits  show  that  the  county  judge  refused  to  meet  the  clerk  at  his 
office  on  the  13th  of  November  to  make  tbe  canvass,  as  did  also  the  sheriff;  and  there- 
fore the  return  made  by  the  judge,  sheriff,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  is  wholly  with- 
out warrant  of  law,  and  was  in  fact  made  in  secret,  and  was  not  left  with  the  clerk 
for  record  lest  its  falsity  at  an  early  period  should  appear.  Until  its  reading  before 
the  board  its  existence  was  unknown. 

A  general  statement  of  the  law  of  a  county  canvass,  and  of  what  occurred  in  the 
■case  of  Baker  County,  will  make  this  clear.  On  the  sixth  day  after  the  election,  or  sooner, 
if  the  returns  shall  have  been  received,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  county  judge  and 
clerk  of  the  court  to  meet  at  the  office  of  the  clerk,  taking  to  their  assistance  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  to  publicly  proceed  to  canvass  the  votes,  as  shown  by  the  returns  on 
file.  There  were  two  justices  of  the  peace :  one  who  had  been  commissioner  and  regu- 
larly acting  for  some  time  and  generally  known ;  the  other  had  been  commissioner 
just  after  the  election,  and  was  known  as  such  neither  to  the  clerk  nor  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  judge,  instead  of  meeting  the  clerk  and  nniting  with  him  in  making  the  can- 
vass, as  the  law  requires,  persistently  refused  to  do  so  ;  and  in  absolute  disregard  of 
the  law,  called  in  the  sheriff,  (the  clerk  being  under  no  disability,  and  being  ready  and 
anxious  to  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,)  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  commis- 
sioned after  the  election,  and  known  as  such  to  no  one,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  a 
private,  secret  canvass  of  the  votes.  This  was  thus  a  fraudulent  canvass,  and  is  a 
false  one,  as  is  shown  by  a  comparison  of  it  with  the  precinct-returns.  All  this  is, 
moreover,  abundantly  shown,  not  only  by  the  records  of  the  election-returns,  but  by 
the  affidavit  and  testimony  of  William  Coxe,  the  county  clerk.  As  it  is  made  your  duty 
to  canvass  the  returns  transmitted  to  you  and  to  determine  therefrom  the  true  vote 
cast,  and  as  yon  have  before  you  a  true  and  accurate  return,  fortified  and  snstained 
by  all  the  evidence,  documentary  and  oral,  it  is  your  duty  to  adopt  it,  and  to  throw 
aside  as  altogether  unworthy  of  credit  the  spurious  paper,  untruly  styled  a  return, 
signed  by  the  county  judge,  sheriff,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

Clay  County  next  demands  our  consideration.  In  this  county  it  has  been  attempted 
to  deprive  the  conservatives  of  twenty-three  m^ority  in  one  of  the  precincts;  but  a 
verv  brief  examination  of  the  fact«  will  show  that  this  has  been  done  without  any 
authority  of  law  for  its  support.  The  facts  are  these :  In  preciuct  No.  8,  Pond  No.  11, 
the  affidavits  of  the  election-inspectors  were  not  completed  as  to  the  jurat. 

The  inspectors  in  point  of  fact  were  all  sworn  by  a  proper  officer,  as  appears  by  their 
separate  affidavits^  and  by  that  of  the  officer  who  administered  the  oath  to  them. 
The  alleged  defect  is  one  of  the  merest  form,  and  of  the  most  trival  character.  ThetM>nnty 
board  of  canvassers  under  the  circumstances  did  not  include  the  vote  of  this  precinct  in 
their  return,  (which  gave  the  Tilden  electors  twenty-nine  and  the  Hayes  electors  six,  or  a 
majority  of  twenty -three  for  tbe  Tilden  electors,)  because  of  the  omission  of  the  jurat, 
but  in  their  return  they  reported  the  fact  that  such  a  vote  had  been  given,  what  it 
was,  and  their  reason  for  not  including  it,  submitting  the  question  to  the  State  board 
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of  canvassers  for  action.  This  is  a  very  clear  point,  and  yoar  honorable  board,  it  is 
eabmitted  ander  the  rales  heretofore  adverted  to,  is  boand  to  make  the  necessary  cor- 
rection, and  increase  the  vote  of  the  Tilden  electors  by  the  number  of  twenty-nine,  and 
that  of  the  Hayes  electors  by  the  number  of  six.  (See  McCrary  on  Elections,  sections 
123,  129, 132,  and  the  cases  cited.) 

DUVAL  COUNTY. 

If  yon  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  within  the  proper  interpretation  of  your  powers  to 
I>erform  the  same  functions  as  a  judicial  tribunal  inquiring  into  a  contested  Section, 
which  we  in  candor  are  obliged  to  deny,  then  we  submi];  that  in  Duval  County  the 
whole  return  should  be  stricken  out,  because  it  is  tainted  throughout  with  many  im- 
perfections, errors,  and  criminal  ofi'enses.  Large  number  of  illegal  votes  were  cast^ 
and  received  in  absolute  violation  of  the  statute  and  the  principles  by  which  all  fair 
elections  are  conducted. 

1.  Thirty-eight  vot^s  were  illegally  cast  by  men  who  had  already  voted  elsewhere. 
Theee  repeaters,  as  they  are  properly  called,  were  not  only  illegal  voters,  but  criminals,. 
who  deserve  and  who  should  receive  condign  punishment  for  their  misconduct.  (See 
affidavits  of  Aaron  W.  Da  Costa  and  F.  F.  L.  Engle.) 

2.  Seventeen  illegal  votes  were  cast  by  men  under  disabilities,  mentioned  in  section 
6,  class  3,  of  the  general  election  laws.  (See  affidavits  of  clerk  of  court,  E.  L.  Allen, 
A.  W.  Da  Costa,  J,  M.  Fawcell,  and  L.  Hanes.) 

3.  Sixteen  votes  were  cast  illegally  bv  men  confined  in  Jail  for  trial  for  criminal 
oflfenses,  and  who  were  taken  from  this  place  of  confinement  and  brought  upin  a  body 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  the  polls  in  Jacksonville  to  vote  for  the  Hayes  and 
Wheeler  electors.  The  gross  and  scandalous  impropriety  of  this  act  deserves  especial 
reprobation,  and  this  case  is  covered  by  section  6,  class  1,  of  the  election-law.  These 
men  were  under  gnardianship,  and  the  action  of  the  sheriff  was  most  reprehensible  in 
thns  subverting  his  position  of  conservator  of  the  public  peace  to  partisan  ends.  The 
men  thus  brought  up  by  him  to  vote  were  no  more  free  agents  in  acting  as  they  did 
than  are  the  cattle  who  are  driven  to  the  shambles  for  slaughter.  (See  affidavits  of  C. 
J.  Ken  worthy,  S.  F.  Dagget,  and  others.) 

4.  Four  voters  were  non-residents,  and  therefore  disqualified.  (See  affidavits  of  A.  W. 
Da  Costa  and  D.  W.  Dunbrain.)^ 

5.  Fifty-three  unregistered  voters  voted  contrary  to  law,  (affidavits  of  I.  E.  Allen 
and  certificate  of  Edward  Higgins. )  These  illegal  votes  amount  in  all  to  12S,  which 
must  be  deducted  from  the  Hayes  electoral  vote. 

II.  There  was  no  lawfully  constituted  board  of  county  canvassers. 

In  discussing  the  returns  from  Baker  County  «we  have  already  considered  the  pro- 
visions of  section  24  of  the  election-law  upon  the  subject  of  county  canvass.  Its  re- 
quirements are  positive  that  the  county  judge  and  county  clerk,  calling  to  their  aid  a 
i'nstice  of  the  peace,  shall  meet  together  and  pubUcly  proceed  to  canvass  the  vote.  Her& 
liggins,  the  clerk,  refused  to  call  in  the  judge.  Judge  McLean  protested  against  his 
exdosion,  in  which  protest  be  was  joined  by  the  democratic  candidates  and  other  citi- 
zens ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this  protest,  the  clerk  proceeded,  by  usurpation  and 
by  exclusion  of  his  co-equal  canvassers,  to  canvass  and  count  the  votes  u]9on  the  10th 
and  11th  of  November,  and  to  make  up  a  return  thereof.  This  illegal  action  is  estab- 
lished by  the  protest  in  writing  of  many  well-known  citizens,  and  by  the  protest  under 
seal  of  the  county  judge.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  of  a  total  disregard  of  a  salutary  con- 
servative rule  laid  down  with  great  distinctness  by  the  legislature.  Its  olgect  was  to 
secure  a  fair  and  correct  canvass  conducted  by  officers,  one  of  whom,  by  his  judicial 
position,  was  believed  to  be  above  mean  partisan  influences.  Yet  the  clerk,  by  an  act 
of  gross  usurpation,  excluded  the  judge,  and  this  deprived  the  canvass  of  one,  and  in- 
de^  the  important  element,  intended  to  secure  its  impartial  accuracy.  Were  this 
action  merely  the  result  of  a  mistake,  it  might  well  be  doubted  if  the  return  could  be 
treated  as  valid  ;  but  instituted  and  persisted  in,  as  has  been  shown,  in  the  face  of  re- 
peated and  earnest  protests,  it  manifests  such  a  deliberate  intention  to  act  illegally  as. 
to  deprive  the  return,  made  in  the  way  in  which  it  has  been,  of  the  character  of  a  legal 
paper.    It  must,  therefore,  be  thrown  out  and  disregarded. 

MANATEE  COUNTY. 

The  contestants  of  the  vote  of  Manatee  County  have  based  their  demand  for  its  ex- 
clusion by  you,  not  upon  any  evidence  that  could  justify  such  exclusion,  but  merely  up- 
on a  statement  which  carefully  enumerates  in  detail  the  various  provisions  directed  by 
the  law  of  Florida  to  be  observed  by  county  officials  preliminary  to  a  general  election, 
backed  by  nnsustained  allegations  that  such  provision  had  not  been  complied  with  in 
this  instance. 

They  have  filed  with  their  statements  the  affidavits  of  four  persons,  which,  it  is  pre- 
tended, contain  proofs  in  its  support.  James  D.  Green  is  the  only  one  of  the  four  who 
is  even  alleged  to  be  a  resident  of  the  county  in  question,  and  nis  affidavit  takes  in 
another  county  than  that  of  his  residence,  is  made  up  not  of  any  averment  of  facts 
within  his  own  knowledge,  but,  like  the  statements  in  nominal  support  of  which  it  is 
filed,  of  immaterial  hearsay  and  of  general  denial  of  the  performance  by  the  commis- 
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Bloners  and  other  officers  of  Manatee  Conntv  of  the  official  act  and  daties  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  the  fdll  and  complete  performance  of  which  is 
a  legal  presumption,  not  to  be  overcome  bat  by  the  most  satisfactory  and  ci^nolasive 
evidence.  And  even  if  the  affidavit  of  these  men  were  of  any  legal  valae  in  its  form 
and  snbstance,  its  worth  is  completely  destroyed  for  all  the  pnrposes  of  this  case  by 
the  affidavit  of  five  reputable  citizens  of  his  own  county,  filed  in  this  matter,  who 
therein  testify  that  they  are  personally  acquainted  with  nim,  and  from  a  full  and 
thorongh  knowledge  of  his  general  character  for  truth  and  veracity  in  the  county  aod 
•community  in  which  he  resides,  they  would  not  believe  him  on  his  oath. 

The  statements  in  the  affidavits  of  Hamblen  and  Webster  and  Martin  are  so  tho- 
roughly immaterial  to  the  subject  of  inquiry  here  as  to  be  unworthy  of  nottoe  as 
effort  to  impeach  the  integri^  of  a  return  of  the  results  of  an  election  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  the  State  which  is  regular  in  everv  characteristic.  In  the  only  portion, 
^however,  of  Mr.  Martin's  affidavit  which  could  be  considered  to  touch  the  question  in- 
volved, there  is  given  to  us  the  distinct  acknowledgment  of  the  very  fact  which  praw9 
•the  absolute  regularity  upon  its  face  of  the  return  made  by  the  conity  canvassers,  and 
shows  the  necessity  which  existed  for  calling  in  the  sheriff  to  participate  in  the  can- 
vass, viz,  that  at  the  time  of  making  the  canvass  there  was  in  the  county  no  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  who  could  himself  have  acted,  and  that  therefore  the  action  of  the 
■sheriff  and  of  the  board  was  clearly  and  unmistakably  regular 

But  had  the  irregularities  complained  of  existed,  as  they  do  not  touch  the  snbstance 
of  the  election,  but  merely  those  duties  of  the  election -officers  which  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  directory,  they  are  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  justify  the  exclusion  of  the 
Tetum.  This  subject  has  been  already  referred  to  generailv  at  an  early  stage  of  our 
remarks,  and  the  position  here  taken  is  fully  sustained  by  the  authorities  there  cited, 
«nd  particularly  by  the  cases  of  the  People  vs.  Cooker  12  Barbour,  J.  C,  Reports,  p.  — , 
which  was  affirmed  by  the  court  of  errors  and  appeals  of  New  York,  and  Carpenter  vs. 
Elj/y  4  Wisconsin,  p.  — . 

There  Igl  then,  duly  before  you  the  regular  official  return  of  the  county  canvass  of 
the  vote  of  Manatee  County,  duly  made  oy  the  proper,  county  canvassers,  which  has 
not  been  even  plausibly  assailed,  and  which,  in  point  bt  fact,  appears  only  to  be  ob- 
jected to  because  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  that  cf  unty  chose  to  cast  their  votes 
for  the  democratic  candidates.  | 

HABflLTON  COUNTY. 

In  regard  to  the  specifications  as  to  Hamilton  County,  that  the  proper  canvassing- 
"board  made  one  return  with  a  count  of  the  electors  and  one  without  such  a  count, 
they  are  simply  frivolous.  The  fact  is  that  a  due  canvass  for  electors  has  been  made, 
4iQd  the  recorded  county  returns  before  you  shows  it  to  be  regular,  true,  and  honest. 

ORANGE  CX>UNTY. 

In  regard  to  the  specifications  that  the  return  from  Orange  County  does  not  show  on 
its  face  whence  it  purports  to  come,  it  is  urged  that  this  is  untrue  in  fact,  as  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  county  canvassers  themselves  shows  that  they  are  officials  of  this  county, 
and  any  possible  defect  in  form  of  this  nature  would  at  any  rate  be  completely  sup- 
plied from  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  the  chairman  of  this  board, 
showing  that  the  officers  making  the  return  are  the  proper  officials  of  that  county. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

The  conduct  and  management  prior  to  the  election  of  the  election-machinery  in  Jeffer- 
son County  by  the  republican  officers  having  entire  control  thereof  indicated  a  purpose 
and  intent  to  commit  fraud. 

There  was  a  registration  of  mor&than  twelve  hundred  in  excess  of  the  voting  popnh^ 
tion  of  the  county ;  all  of  the  democratic  precincts  were  abolished  or  removed ;  an 
attempt  was  made  to  prevent  democrats  from  acting  as  inspectors  of  election ;  the 
county  clerk  failed  to  purge  the  registration-list,  although  the  county  commissioners 
ordered  it  to  be  done  by  him.  A  similar  spirit  and  purpose  were  exhibited  on  the 
election-day ;  democratic  challengers  were  excluded  from  the  poll-room  in  violation  of 
an  agreement  made  between  leading  members  of  both  political  parties  to  prevent  fraud 
and  against  the  protests  of  the  democratic  inspectors.  The  vote  was  largely  in  excess 
of  the  voting  population ;  at  many  of  the  polls  the  election  was  conducted  in  a  dis- 
orderly and  tumultuous  manner ;  the  election-law  was  disregarded  in  many  important 
particulars,  and  at  most  of  the  republican  precincts  the  canvass  was  held  in  secret. 
These  acts  indicate  a  settled  purpose  to  commit  fraud,  which  is  fastened  upon  the 
republican  leaders,  for  nearly  all  of  the  county  officials  participated  in  the  manage- 
ment and  conduct  of  the  election.  The  evidence  on  file  furnishes  abuudant  proof  that 
fraud  was  not  only  contemplated  but  actually  committed  to  a  shameful  extent ;  dem- 
ocratic votes  at  many  of  the  precincts  were  counted  as  republican ;  at  precinct  No.  1 
fifty  more  votes  were  found  in  the  ballot-box  than  there  were  names  checked  upon  the 
copy  of  the  registration-list  used  at  said  poll ;  double  voting  or  repeatin||p  was  prac- 
ticed ;  felons,  minors,  unregistered  persons,  and  others  who  were  disqualified,  voted 
the  republican  ticket  by  hundreds.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  county  officials,  since 
the  election,  have  obstructed  the  investigations  of  the  democrats  in  examining  the 
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ooanty  records  for  the  pnrpose  of  procnring  evidence  for  the  exposure  of  these  fraads, 
and  many  of  them,  therefore,  remain  undetected. 

1%  is,  then,  manifest  that  the  retam  of  the  connty  canvassers  does  not  enable  th  is 
board  to  determine  the  true  vote  oast  for  presidential  electors  in  Jefferson  County,  and  it 
is  for  the  board  to  determine  whether  to  exclude  the  entire  return  from  the  connty,  or  to 
ascertain  the  true  result  from  the  evidence  in  its  possession.  If  the  latter  canvass  is 
prodaoed,  it  is  urged  that  the  vote  at  LickskiUet  must  be  entirely  cast  aside  and  dis- 
regarded, for  no  election  was  ordered  to  be  held  there ;  and  if  lawful  voters  chose  to 
leave  their  votes  at  that  place  it  is  the  same  as  if  the^  had  resolved  not  to  participate 
In  the  election.  The  affioavit  of  Denham,  one  of  the  inspectors,  shows  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  making  the  change,  and  it  is  an  admitted  principle  of  law  that  name 
and  plaoe  are  of  the  substance  of  an  election.  To  arrive  at  a  correct  result,  the  board 
mnst  farther  purge  the  vote  from  the  other  precincts,  by  omitting  all  the  ballots  cast 
by  diaqoalified  persons;  and  it  is  in  evidence  that  nearly  seven  hundred  such  ballots 
were  oast.  The  democratic  vote  should  be  increased  by  including  the  ballots  cast  for 
the  Tilden  electors  which  were  miscounted  as  republican  ballots,  either  purposely  or 
otherwise.  The  evidence  in  regard  to  the  five  so  cast  and  counted  at  precinct  No.  1  is 
beyond  dispute.  The  bill  of  exceptions  taken  at  the  county  canvass,  signed  and  sealed 
by  the  county  judge,  marked  No.  5,  shows  that  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  who  was 
an  inspector  at  said  precinct,  admitted  the  miscount,  and  made  his  admission  a  part  of 
the  record,  the  county  canvassers  considering  that  their  board  had  no  power  to  correct 
the  same. 

The  proof  in  regard  to  the  other  miscounted  ballots,  at  precincts  Nos.  8  and  9,  is  clear 
and  strong,  but  it  is  not  admitted  by  the  participants  in  the  error  or  wrong,  as  in  the 
case  oi  precinct  No.  1.  It  is  contended  that  the  purging  of  the  return  will  give  the 
most  favorable  result  that  the  republicans  can  properly  ask  for,  and  this  result  will  be 
to  take  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  votes  from  tne  migority  of  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler 
electors. 

Most  of  the  exceptions  to  irregularities  in  placing  ballot-boxes  and  in  securing  votes 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  influence  are  so  trivial  that  their  presentation  seems  to  go 
upon  the  insulting  assumption  that  this  board  will  arrive  at  a  determination  in  which 
imbecility  and  partisanship  would  be  equal. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  entire  subject,  it  mnst  be  kept  constantly  in  mind,  as  a 
prominent  and  cardinal  feature  in  the  history  of  this  election,  that  the  party  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  political  power  in  this  State,  and  having  the  control  of  its  whole 
election  machinery,  is  the  republican  party.  It  has  had  for  several  years  absolnte  con- 
trol of  the  appointment  of  the  county  judges,  of  the  county  clerks,  of  the  county 
commissioners,  of  all  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  consequently  of  all  the  election 
officers.  It  has  exercised  this  iK>wer  to  advance  and  secure  its  party  interests,  and 
those  opposed  to  it  have  been  powerless,  except  by  the  mere  casting  of  their  votes,  to 
influence  or  affect  the  mighty  power  thus  arrayed  against  them.  Common  fairness, 
common  honesty,  requires,  therefore,  a  widely  discriminating  treatment  of  errors  of 
form  (and  we  might  add  of  substance  too)  committed  by  the  respective  parties  to  this 
controversy.  Justice  demands  imperatively  that  errors  of  form  committed  on  the  side 
of  those  who  have  been  denied  a  fair  or  even  any  share  in  creating  and  setting  in 
motion  the  machinery  by  which  an  election  is  conducted  and  controlled  should  be 
treated  with  the  true  wishes  of  the  body  of  the  people,  should  be  extracted  from  the 
l»a1]ots  cast  by  them,  in  disregard  of  all  irregularities  where  the  means  of  such  ascer- 
tainment really  exist.  On  the  other  hand,  the  same  impartial  justice  looks  sternly 
At  every  impropriety  and  error  committed  by  those  in  possession  of  all  the  avenues  by 
which  the  expression  of  the  popular  wishes  is  reached,  and  correctly  visits  upon  their 
heads  the  results  of  willful  and  culpable  misconduct.  To  act  otherwise  would  be  to 
inflict  a  penalty  upon  the  unfortunate  and  meritorious,  and  to  give  au  additional  pre- 
mium to'  one-sided  and  ag||^essive  party  action.  Keep  steadily  before  you  and  apply 
these  rules  to  the  cases  which  have  been  presented. 

We  have  thus  far  discussed  the  whole  case  before  your  honorable  board  as  if  you 
bad  been  sitting  to  pass  upon  the  legality  of  the  election  held  in  this  State  for  Presi- 
dential electors,  with  power  to  decide  to  which  persons  claiming  the  certificates  they 
should  be  properly  awarded.  Were  your  functions  as  ample  as  appears  to  have  been 
supposed,  from  the  wide  range  of  inquiry  that  has  taken  place,  and  from  the  mode  in 
which  the  case  has  been  presented  before  yon,  we  submit  confidently  that  we  have 
shown  beyond  doubt  such  errors  and  frauds  in  Alachua,  Duval,  and  Jefferson  Coanties 
as,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fraudulent  and  false  return  from  Baker  County,  and 
the  plain  error  in  omitting  to  count  the  29  votes  in  Clay  County,  has  established  con- 
clnsively  the  existence  of  a  large  majority,  reaching  to  many  hundreds,  in  favor  of  the 
Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors.  What  we  are  now  about  to  say  proceeds  from  no 
doubts  entertained  by  us  as  to  the  issue  of  a  controversy  conducted  with  regard  to  all 
the  facts  connected  with  the  late  election.  But  we  conceive  it  to  be  a  duty  which  we 
owe  alike  to  ourselves  and  to  your  honorable  board  that  we  should  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent a  precise  and  accurate  definition  of  your  functions  and  powers,  and  if  they  are 
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onoe  ascerthined,  your  actions  in  this  matter  should  he  circumscribed  within  their 
limits. 

Section  4  of  the  election  laws  of  1872  prescribes  your  duties  and  defines  your  pow- 
ers. Under  tbis  legislation  it  is  made  the  duty,  after  the  holding  of  any  election,  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  attorney-general,  and  the  comptroller  of  accounts,  to  meet 
at  the  office  of  the  secretary,  pursuant  to  notice,  and  form  a  board  of  State  canvassers 
and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of  said  election,  and  determine  and  declare  who 
shall  have  been  elected,  as  shown  by  such  returns. 

If  any  such  returns  shall  be  shown  or  shall  appear  to  be  so  irregular,  false,  or  fraud- 
ulent that  the  board  shall  be  unable  to  determine  the  true  vote,  they  shall  so  certify, 
and  shall  not  include  such  return  in  their  determination  and  declaration;  and  the 
secretary  of  state  shall  preserve  and  file  in  his  office  all  such  returns,  together  with 
such  other  documents  ana  papers  as  may  have  been  received  by  him  or  by  said  board 
of  canvassers.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  duty  of  this  boa^  is,  after  the  canvass 
of  the  county  returns,  to  determine  and  declare  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  any  of 
the  offices  enumerated,  as  shown  by  the  returns. 

If  any  of  these  be  so  irregular  or  false  as  to  prevent  such  determination  thereby,  it 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  final  determination  and  declaration,  but  shall  be  thrown 
out. 

Your  specific  duties  are  therefore  of  a  limited  and  precise  nature,  viz,  to  receive  the 
returns  and  from  (Aem,  and  them  alone,  to  determine  and  declare  the  result' of  the  elec- 
tion, excluding  from  consideration  all  such  as  shall  appear  (to  be  no  return  because) 
tainted  by  fal^hood  or  irregularity  so  gross  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  determine 
therefrom  the  true  vote  oast.  The  means  for  performing  this  specific  duty  are  of  course 
furnished  by  implication  to  the  board,  but  no  others.  If  the  returns  appear  to  be 
regular  and  are  unattacked  m  false,  fraudulent,  or  irregular,  (that  is,  so  irregular  as  to 
be  incapable  of  conveying  the  information  which  a  return  should  give,)  your  duty  is 
then  confined  to  an  arithmetical  computation  of  all  the  votes  thereby  exhibited,  and 
to  make  and  sign  a  certificate  containing  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  for  each 
office,  and  for  each  person  for  each  office,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  recorded.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  shall  appear  to  you,  from  any  inspection  of  any  of  the  returns  them- 
selves, that  they  are  false  or  fraudulent,  or  so  irregular  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  de- 
termine therefrom  the  true  vote,  or  if,  by  proper  evidence  otherwise,  you  shall  be  con- 
vinced of  the  falsity  and  fraud  of  a  return,  it  becomes  your  duty  to  throw  out  such  re- 
turn, and  to  make  the  required  determination  and  declaration  without  compatin^ 
therein  the  irregular  or  false  return.  You  may  thus,  either  by  inspection  or  by  proof 
otherwise,  decide  upon  the  question  of  exclusion  of  an  irregular  or  false  return,  but 
here  your  duty  and  your  power  end. 

You  are  not  required  or  authorized  to  try  and  determine  the  qualification  of  voters 
at  the  several  polls,  nor  the  qualifications  of  election-officers,  nor  the  regularity  of  their 
proceeding  separate  from  the  return,  nor  any  question  touching  the  fraud  or  falsehood 
of  either  election-officer  or  voter.  If  the  return  is  sufficiently  regular  to  enable  you  to 
determine  from  it  the  result  of  the  vote  contained  in  it,  and  is  not  itself  false  and 
fraudulent  as  a  return,  you  cannot  go  behind  it. 

No  matter  what  the  irregularities  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  by  the  election- 
officers  ;  no  matter  what  the  disqualifications  of  those  purporting  to  be  voters,  if  the 
return  transmitted  to  you  is  sufficiently  regular,  and.  as  a  return,  untainted  by  frund 
or  falsehood,  it  is  for  you  not  only  the  evidence  of  what  is  contained  in  it,  but  so 
exclusively  possesses  this  character  that  you  are  forbidden  to  look  outride,  or  beyond 
it.  You  are  not  to  try  the  election,  but  merelv  to  certify  its  results,  so  far  as  con- 
tained in  and  appearing  from  that  which  the  law,  for  the  purpose  of  the  certificate 
which  you  are  required  to  give  under  it,  makes  the  exclusive  evidence  of  the  result 
thus  certified.  This  appears  to  be  abundantly  clear  from  the  words  made  use  of  in  this 
carefully  drawn  section,  and  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  intention  of  the  law-maker. 
There  is  throughout  the  enactment  a  cautious  use  of  words  and  a  precision  of  lan- 
guage which  accurately  convey  the  precise  thought  in  the  mind  of  the  draughtsnuui. 
There  is  really  no  room  for  doubt  when  we  construe  the  law  from  the  woras  made 
use  of  and  the  context  in  which  they  are  found,  illustrated  by  the  unbroken  usage  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  except  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  is  the  plague-spot  of 
our  election  system.  But  in  looking  outside  of  the  words  and  context  of  the  act,  and 
in  turning  to  the  subject-matter,  the  efi'ects  and  consequences  and  the  spirit  and 
reason  of  the  law,  the  construction  which  has  been  presented  by  us  becomes  still  clear. 
Were  it  not  so,  were  considerations  apart  from  the  language  of  the  lawgiver  to 
create  room  for  a  reasonable  or  even  a  grave  doubt  as  to  his  intention,  we  should  be 
precluded  from  setting  aside  the  plain  words  made  use  of  in  order  to  reach  a  result 
supposed  to  be  more  in  consonance  with  his  intention.  Such  a  mode  of  construction  is 
absolutely  inadmissible,  and  needs  no  citation  of  authority  for  its  condemnation.  It 
happens,  however,  that  these  other  and  less  valuable  tests,  useful  and  resorted  to 
where  the  language  is  ambiguous,  though  unavailing  against  its  clearly  written  words, 
all  concur  to  promote  and  make  clear  the  plainly  expressed  text  of  the  enactments 
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The  sabject-roatter  of  the  law  was  how  to  ascertain,  present,  and  preserve  the  formal 
expression  of  the  people's  choice,  manifested  through  the  mediam  of  the  ballot-box. 
The  law  was  not  intended  to  provide,  nor  does  it  provide,  for  the  contestation  of  the 
right  to  an  office  to  which  a  person  may  have  been  elected  under  its  provisions  by  the 
votes  of  citizens  duly  qualified  for  the  purpose.  A  slight  examination  of  the  act  shows 
this.  In  the  very  section  under  consideration  are  found  mentioned  members  of  the 
legislature  and  members  of  Congress. 

It  is  the  peculiar  province  of  these  bodies  to  ^indge  of  the  qualifications,  elections,  and 
returns  of  their  own  members,  and  they  are  in  no  wise  bound  by  the  prima  fades  ex- 
hibited by  the  possession  of  the  certificate.  Again,  the  people  elect  a  governor  and 
lientenant-govemor,  whose  qualifications  are  defined  by  the  written  constitution  of  the 
State.  It  would  be  absurd  for  the  State  board  of  canvassers  to  attempt  to  determine, 
either  from  an  examination  of  the  returns  or  outside  of  them,  whether  he  was  or  was 
not  a  qualified  elector,  or  had  or  had  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  three  years  a  citizen  of  this  State  next  preceding  the  time  of  his  election.  It  is 
equally  absurd  for  the  board  of  canvassers  to  attempt  to  decide  upon  the  (^qualifications 
of  the  voters  as  to  pass  upon  those  of  the  candidate.  Nor  can  they  determine  as  to  the 
regularity  of  the  election  by  which  a  person  claims  title  to  an  election  office.  The  only 
mode  known  to  the  law  of  this  State  under  which  such  an  inquiry  can  be  instituted 
is  by  a  writ  of  quo  warranto.  This  is  clear  from  Gleason's  case,  12  Florida  Reports,  page 
•190;  and  see  particularly  the  opinion  of  the  court,  delivered  by  Westcott,  T.,  on  pages 
269€t9eq, 

The  spirit  and  reason  of  the  law,  as  well  as  its  effects  and  consequences,  are  also  . 
equally  against  any  such  view  of  the  powers  of  the  board.  The  board  is  bound  to 
make  its  canvass  on  the  thirty-fifth  day  after  the  holding  of  the  election,  or  sooner  if 
the  returns  shall  have  been  received.  While  it  does  and  should  proceed  to  the  canvass 
with  sufficient  promptness  to  enable  it  to  discharge  its  duties  with  accuracy  and 
fidelity,  it  is  possible  that  it  may  not  do  so  until  the  thirty-fifth  day.  Whether  in  such 
case  it  would  be  confined  to  this  day  itself  for  the  performance  of  all  that  is  required 
to  be  done  may  be  a  matter  of  reasonable  doubt ;  but  to  entertain  a  doubt  upou  this 
point  is  conclusive  against  the  assumption  of  the  wider  jurisdiction. 

Want  of  time  alone  is  decisive  against  it.  Nor  has  it  the  means  of  conducting  such 
an  investigation  with  any  regard  to  its  importance  and  accuracy  of  determination. 

It  may  well  be  doubted,  or  even  denied,  that  the  board  can  send  for  papers,  procure 
the  attendance  of  witnesses,  examine  them  under  oath,  or  do  anything  except  compare 
the  returns  themselves  with  the  original  and  primary  documents  and  papers  from 
which  they  are  made  up,  and  from  such  comparison  pass  upon  the  question  of  their 
falsehood  or  irregularity.  All  these  powers  are  possessed  by  Judicial  tribunals  compe- 
tent to  conduct  such  investigation,  but  are  withheld  from  this  board. 

Its  composition,  the  time  within  which  its  duties  are  to  be  performed,  the  single  pur- 
pose confided  to  it  by  the  act,  alike  forbid  it  to  assume  the  jurisdiction  and  functions 
of  a  tribunal  to  examine  and  decide  in  general  upon  the  legality  or  illegality  of  an 
election — an  inquiry  which,  as  we  have  seen^  includes  the  largest  exercise  of  judicial 
power. 

We,  therefore,  confidently  conclude  and  assert  to  your  honorable  body  that  your  sole 
duty,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida,  is  to  determine  from  the  re- 
turns transmitted  you  what  persons  have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the 
office  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  to  file  a  certificate  thereof  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state.  This  inquiry,  in  the  words  of  the  law,  authorizes  you  to 
exclude  from  your  determination  and  declaration  any  return  which  shall  be  shovm  or 
appears  to  be  so  irregular,  fala^,  or  fraudulent  as  to  be  of  no  value  in  ascertaining  the 
true  vote. 

You  may,  indeed  you  must,  therefore,  either  by  inspection  and  comparison  with  doc- 
uments relating  to  the  subject-matter,  or  by  other  showing,  determine  whether  a  return 
is  defective  in  the  particulars  just  mentioned,  and  if  so,  exclude  it  from  your  count. 
But  beyond  this  you  are  powerless  to  proceed. 

In  accordance  with  this  argument  it  is  submitted  that  the  vote  for  electors  should 
be  tabulated  by  striking  from  the  Alachua  return  the  false  and  fraudulent  return  of 
votes  from  Archer  precinct,  No.  2;  in  adding  to  that  of  Clay  County  the  returu  of  the 
vntes  cast  in  precinct  No.  8, 11  Pond;  of  including  in  the  enumeration  the  return  of 
Baker  County,  to  which  the  signature  of  the  clerk  is  attached,  and  which  is  a  dupli- 
cate of  that  recorded,  and  excluding  ^if  correction  be  otherwise  impossible)  alleged 
return  from  Duval  County,  the  result  is  as  follows : 
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Tilden.  H*}«n. 

Hamilton 617  330 

Hercando 579  144 

Hilleboroagh 790  186 

Holmes 300  16 

Jackson 1,397  1,299 

Jeflfereon 737  2,660 

LaFayette 309  62 

Leon 1,003  3,035 

Levy 487  207 

Liberty 147  83 

Madison 1,078  1,524 

Manatee 262  26 

Marion 958  1,552 

Monroe 1,047  980 

Nassau 667  802 


THdeD.  Hayes. 

Orange 908  208 

Putnam 605  586 

Polk 456  6 

Santa  Rosa ! 768  409 

Saint  John's 501  338 

Sumter 506  173 

Suwannee 626  458 

Taylor 242  73 

Volusia 460  im 

Wakulla 361  ld2 

Walton 626  46 

Washington 407  119 

Dade 5  9 


23,034  21,767 


If  the  return  of  Jefferson  County  is  purged  as  suggested,  there  will  be  deducted 
from  the  Hayes  vote  952,  which  would  leave  the  majority  for  the  Ttlden  electors  in 
the  State  2,219. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

GEO.  W.  BIDDLE. 

LEAVITT  SALTONSTALL. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG. 

DAVIP  W.  SELLERS. 

MALCOLM  HAY. 

JOHN  R.  READ. 

GEORGE  W.  GUNTON. 

SAM.  G.  THOMPSON. 

PERRY  H.  SMITH. 

S.  PASCO. 

RICH.  L.  CAMPBELL. 

GEORGE  P.  RANEY. 

MANTON  MARBLE. 
Tallahassee,  December  4, 1876. 


OBSERVATIONS  BY  H.  BISBEE,  JR.,  UPON  CERTAIN  CONTESTED  OOUNTIER 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

In  this  county  we  claim  that  a  ^aper  was  treated  as  a  return  by  the  county  can- 
vasser which  does  not  show  upon  the  face  to  be  a  return  from  any  precinct  in  the  county. 

This  paper  is  marked  ^'  Ex.  J/^  and  filed  with  the  other  papers  in  the  case. 

From  an^ht  that  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  paper  itself^  it  cannot  be  taken  as 
evidence  ot  votes  cast  in  Clay  County. 

The  democrats  endeavor  to  support  by  an  ex-parle  affidavit.  This  is  not  Intended  as 
a  return  from  a  certain  precinct.  Evidence  of  this  chaiuicter  is  not  admissible,  under 
the  well-settled  rule  that  the  question  as  to  whether  a  paper  is  a  return  or  not  must 
be  decided  from  the  return  itself,  unaided  by  evidence  aliunde,    (McCray's  E.  L.,  64.) 

Certainly  ex-parie  evidence  will  not  be  relied  upon  to  show  that  this  paper  is  a  return 
from  a  precinct  in  Clay  County,  unless  it  is  first  shown  that  the  county  commissioners 
establisned  at  the  place  where  it  is  claimed  this  precinct  return  originated. 

We  claim  the  votes  thus  counted  on  this  paper,  thirty-nine  in  all,  should  be  rejected. 
Six  other  illegal  votes  were  cast  by  non-residents,  some  innocently,  it  seems,  under  the 
advice  of  the  county  judge.  (See  affidavits  of  Buddington,  Bardin,  Sullivan,  and 
Branch.) 

It  is  shown  that  one  of  these  votes  was  cast  for  the  democratic  electors,  and  it  not 
appearing  how  the  other  forty-four  were  cast,  they  should  bo  deducted  from  each  can- 
didate in  the  propoi*tion  to  the  number  received  by  each  candidate  at  the  precinct 
where  they  were  cast. 

In  this  county  we  claim  that  two  votes  were  cast  for  the  democratic  electors  by  non- 
residents. This  is  established  by  the  affidavits  of  Walter  A.  Moore.  These  should  be 
deducted  from  the  democratic  vote. 

The  democratic  candidates  ask  that  the  entire  return  from  Duval  County  be  rejected. 
This  assault  is  a  very  bold  one,  but  not  commendable  on  any  other  ground.  The  charge 
is  that  no  legal  board  of  canvassers  was  organized. 
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In  the  organization  of  a  board  of  oanyassen  nnder  our  law  no  particular  form  of  pro- 
ceeding is  marked  out.  It  ir  clear  that  the  clerk  and  ooanty  Judge  met  on  the  9tb,  agreed 
to  meet  and  did  meet  again  on  the  10th ;  that  the  judge  and  clerk,  being  still  unable 
to  agree  on  a  justice  to  assist  them,  the  clerk  being  unwilling  that  a  canvass  should 
fail,  called  in  Justice  Edmonds,  and  they  proceedMl  to  make  the  canvass,  the  judge 
being  present  all  the  time  and  refusing  to  absent  himself. 

The  judge  does  not  in  his  protests,  as  they  are  termed,  point  out  any  error  in  the 
certificate  of  the  result  made  by  the  clerk  and  justice,  nor  in  any  manner  undertake 
to  say  wherein  it  is  incorrect.  Therefore  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  is  unable  to  do 
so,  and  that  the  canvass  is  correct  as  certified. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  auy  good  ground  for  his  refusing  to  sign  the  re- 
torn,  save  a  little  chagrin  at  his  disappointment  iu  not  having  his  own  way  and  will 
in  designating  a  juHtice. 

The  board  organized.  The  judge  being  present  and  making  motions  to  adjourn, 
having  every  opportunity  to  observe  the  proceedings  and  of  adding  up  the  vote  as 
shown  from  the  returns,  makes  him,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
canvassers.    The  tact  that  he  refused  to  sign  it  amounts  to  nothing. 

It  is  well  settled  that  the  signature  of  a  msjority  of  the  board  iu  such  cases  is  suffi- 
cient. It  was  so  held  iu  Niblack  va.  Walls  which  case  was  nnder  the  very  statute  in 
question. 

2.  Fifk^y-thiee  republican  votes  are  said  to  have  been  cast  by  persons  not  regis- 
tered. J.  E.  Allen  swears  that  he  has  examined  the  registration-lists,  and  he  gives  the 
namei  of  53  persons  which  he  did  not  find  thereon.  But  when  he  applied  to  the  clerk 
for  his  official  certificate  of  the  fact  in  verification  of  his  (Allen's)  affidavit,  the  clerk 
only  certifies  to  the  non«>registration  of  23  of  those  names  in  Allen's  lists.  And  it  must 
be  presnmed  that  this  was  the  extent  to  which  Allen's  list  was  correct.  As  to  this  33, 
(or  the  53,  if  it  be  considered  proved  that  they  were  not  on  the  registry,)  it  does  not  suf- 
flcienty  appear  that  they  voted. 

Allen's  affidavit  states  that  they  voted  in  nine  different  precincts,  some  in  one  and 
some  in  another;  but  as  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  Allen  could  have  been  at  all  these 
precincts  at  the  precise  time  that  each  of  these  53  men  voted,  it  is  plainly  to  be  inferred 
that  he  only  swears  from  the  statement  of  others,  and  not  from  his  own  knowledge. 
He  does  not  even  state  that  he  has  examined  the  official  poll-lists  and  finds  their  names. 
He  speaks  of  and  swears  from  the  lists  kept  by  himself,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  could 
not  have  kept  correct  lists  at  nine  different  polling-places. 

In  view  of  the  presumption  which  exists  against  illegal  actp,  (as  voting  by  an  unreg- 
istered person,)  we  do  not  think  it  safe  to  interfere  with  a  poll  upon  this  vague  and 
evidently  hearsay  evidence,  and  for  that  reason  we  overrule  this  objection.  The  proof 
that  these  men  voted  the  republican  ticket  is  also  utterly  insufficient. 

3.  That  thirty-eight  persons  voted  the  republican  ticket  who  had  on  the  same  day 
previously  voted  elsewhere.  Ou  this  point  are  submitted  the  affidavits  of  L'Engle  and 
Da  Costa.  They  swear  that  ^*  they  kept  accurate  lists  of  the  persons  who  voted  at  the 
several  precincts,"  and  that  by  an  examination  of  the  *'  lists  so  kept "  it  appears  that 
the  annexed  persons  voted  at  two  or  more  precincts.  Nine  precincts  are  spoken  of, 
and,  as  in  the  specification  last  spoken  of,  it  seems  extremely  improbable  that  these 
two  witnesses  could  have  had  personal  knowledge  of  all  these  nine  preciiints.  Indeed, 
Da  Costa  swears,  in  another  affidavit,  that  he  was  all  day  prc'tent  at  LavilU  precinct. 
The  fact  that  the  men  named  voted  even  once  is  evidently  hearsay,  and  the  witnesses 
do  not  say  that  they  examined  the  regular  official  poll-list^  kept  at  each  poll,  but  only 
the  lists  *'  so  kept,"  i.  e.,  kept  by  them. 

But,  apart  from  this  objection,  it  is  not  sufficient,  as  is  well  settled,  to  show  double 
voting,  that  you  find  the  same  name  on  two  poll-lists.  It  will  not  be  presumed,  from 
this  mere  fact,  that  they  are  the  names  of  the  same  men.  (See  an  aualo«;ous  cose,  Mc- 
Crary's  Election  Law,  page  356.) 

By  way  of  illustration  of  the  fact  that  proof,  that  A  B  voted  in  one  precinct,  and  that 
A  B  appears  as  having  voted  in  another  precinct,  does  not  show  that  they  are  the 
same  persons.  We  refer  to  the  printed  register-list  of  Jefferson  County,  now  before  us, 
and  offered  in  evidence  by  the  party  raising  the  objection  under  coosideration.  It 
shows  three  Tom  Adamses,  five  John  Alexanders,  four  John  Bellamys,  two  Joe  Dallases, 
two  Alfred  Flemings,  ana  so  on  ad  infinitum.  Similarity  of  uame'i,  therefore,  proves 
nothing. 

4.  The  next  charge  is  that  seventeen  persons  voted  the  republican  ticket  who  had 
been  convicted  of  crime.  The  certificate  of  the  clerk,  annexed  to  prove  the  conviction, 
shows  only  twelve  of  those  mentioned  in  the  lists  sworn  to  by  deponents.  The  affida- 
vits are  niade  by  L'Engle,  Faucett,  Haines,  Allen,  and  Da  Costa,  and  embrace  several 
precincts,  and  are  subject  to  the  objections  above  noted  to  other  affidavits. 

That  the  men  voted  at  all  is  therefore  not  clearly  proved,  as  the  affiants  speak  from 
the  lists  kept  by  them  and  not  by  the  official  poll-lists.  But  there  is  the  farther  objec- 
tion that  the  mere  similarity  of  names  does  not  sufficiently  show  that  the  men  who 
voted  (if  that  were  sufficiently  shown)  were  the  san:e  men  who  were  convicted. 
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If  the  effect  be  to  impute  to  a  voter  the  crime  of  perjury,  mere  identity  of  namee  in 
a  large  county  does  not  prove  identity  of  persons. 

For  tbiBse  reasons  we  think  that  the  objection  should  be  overruled;  the  proof  is 
wholly  insufficient  in  this  and  all  the  prior  cases  as  to  how  these  men  voted.  If,  as 
assumed  in  the  affidavits,  and  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court,  a  pardon  re- 
stores the  voting  power,  it  will  be  presumed  in  such  a  controversy  as  this  that  these 
men  were  pardoned. 

5.  That  sixteen  inmates  of  the  county  jail  voted  the  republican  electoral  ticket. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  these  men  had  been  convicted  or  disqualified  by  the 
judgment  of  any  court,  nor  i»  there  anything  but  the  supposition  of  the  affiant  to 
show  for  whom  they  voted. 

We  do  not  think  that  such  inmates  are  **  under  guardianship^'  within  the  meaning 
of  the  constitution,  which  is  the  ground  on  which  it  is  sousht  to  exclude  them.  Those 
words  refer  to  persons  in  charge  uf  a  committee  as  habituau  drunkards,  ^.a.  No  other 
objection  to  these  voters  is  shown. 

6.  That  one  Eugene  King  voted  the  republican  ticket  and  was  a  minor  and  idiot. 
Though  the  affiant  is  very  unsatisfactory  in  not  giving  details  and  the  means  of  affiant's 
knowledge,  yet  we  feel  inclined  to  strike  it  out  of  the  poll. 

7.  That  four  non-residents  of  the  county  voted  the  republican  ticket.  Of  these  we 
r^ect  Richard  Davidson,  and  deduct  him  from  the  republican  vote,  because  it  is  in 
effect  averred  that  the  particular  Davidson  proved  to  be  a  resident  of  Saint  John's 
Countv,  voted  in  Duval  County.  As  to  Abercrombie,  Turner,  and  Delephas,  the  proof 
only  shows  that  men  of  that  name  voted  in  Duval  County,  aud  there  is  not  sufficient 
identification  within  the  rule  above  laid  down.    We  do  not  reject  these  votes. 

8.  Eight  or  ten  votes  are  said  to  have  been  cast  by  colored  men  who  were  not  regis- 
tered. We  do  not  think  that  the  affidavits  of  Paine  and  Scott  show  sufficiently  that 
those  men  were  not  entitled  to  vote.  It  is  not  enough  to  show  that  their  names  ''  do 
not  appear  on  the  registry ; "  they  may  have  beeh  erased  improperly,  and  then  the 
voter  may  swear  them  in.  The  oath  taken  by  these  men,  while,  as  it  is  stated  by  the 
affiants,  does  not  in  terms  say  that  their  names  have  been  erased,  (*' omitted"  having 
been  used  instead,)  yet  it  is  substantially  to  that  effect.  The  county  is  large  and  pop- 
ulous, and  the  failure  of  the  two  affiant^  to  know  these  men  (no  especial  knowledge 
on  their  part  of  the  population  being  shown)  is  not  enough  to  prove  their  non-resi- 
dence; besides,  the  tettimony  of  the  clerk  and  his  deputy  show  very  satisfactorily  that 
the  witnesses,  Allen,  Da  Costa,  L'Engle,  and  others  are  mistaken  relative  to  the  5, 3, 
and  38  alleged  illegal  voters. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Republicans  claim  that,  upon  the  proof  adduced,  the  precinct  known  as  the  pro- 
bate-office precinct  should  be  thrown  out  and  excluded  entirely  from  the  canvass  of 
votes  in  that  county,  on  the  grounds,  first,  of  frauds  committed  by  one  of  the  inspectors, 
Douherty.  It  is  charged,  and  proven  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  this  inspector 
resorted  to  the  trick  and  deception  of  laying  aside  republican  ballots  as  the^  were 
handed  to  him,  and  in  lieu  of  them  putting  democratic  ballots  into  the  box.  Six  wit- 
nesses, whose  testimony  is  not  only  not  impeached,  but  scarcely  denied,  swear  directly 
and  positively  that  they  saw  him  do  the  act  charged. 

The  act  alleged  is  a  specific  fraudulent  act,  which,  if  true,  under  a  well-settled  rule 
of  law,  destroys  and  vitiates  the  entire  poll.  The  only  testimony  by  the  defense  upon 
this  charge  is  the  affidavit  of  the  inspector,  Douherty,  himself.  Even  he  simply  saya  he 
denies  that  he  did  it,  which  in  legal  effect  is  pleading  not  guilty,  and  demanding  prN>f. 

The  evidence  is  furnished.  These  affidavits  are  sworn  to  before  officers  of  well- 
known  integrity,  and  all  the  affidavits  are  attested  by  persons  who  are  well-known  to 
be  reputable  and  reliable.  The  affidavits  are  full,  direct,  and  complete ;  and  they 
are,  by  the  signatures  of  the  persons  who  administered  the  oath,  and  who  attested  the 
affiants'  signature,  placed  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  suspicion  that  they  are  bogus  or 
manufactured.  They  are  all  reliable,  and  must  be  treated,  considered,  and  acted  upon 
as  such.  It  is  impossible  to  retain  the  return  from  this  precinct  without  saying  that 
these  six  men  have  committed  perjury ;  and  there  is  no  evidence  from  which  it  can  be 
claimed  that  their  testimony  is  in  any  wise  impeached  by  analysis  of  defendants' 
affidavits,  the  affidavits  of  defendants,  No.  1  to  11  inclusive,  containing  nothing  what- 
ever responsive  to  or  relative  to  this  charge. 

They  are  affidavits  of  a  stereotyped  form,  many  of  them  with  strong  suspicion  attach- 
ing to  them  upon  their  face,  and  the  facts  testified  to  that  the  election  was  fair  and  no 
violence  used  on  that  day  so  far  as  they  saw. 

Affidavits  marked  B,  C,  and  D,  and  those  marked  in  Romans  1  to  9  inclusive,  do  not 
respond  at  all  to  this  specific  act  charged,  are  all  of  a  general  nature,  and  do  not  relate 
to  any  specific  subject  save  that  of  Joel  Niblack;  so  theirs,  which  in  a  few  words 
simply  deny  that  they  used  force  or  violence  to  coihpel  men  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket. 

The  evidence  further  shows  that  twelve  men  voted  at  this  precinct  who  never  were 
registered. 
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At  the  ConrtrHonfle  precinct  we  claim  that  14  votes  should  be  deducted  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  cast  by  non-residents. 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 

In  this  county  there  has  never  been  any  legal  or  reliable  registration. 

The  clerk's  practice  was  to  allow  anybody  to  register,  without  regard  to  age,  residence, 
or  other  qualifications. 

In  this  unlawful  way  the  numbers  on  registration-lists  have  been  unlawfully  in- 
creased, so  that  the  excess  of  registration  over  the  tax-assessor's  poll-book  is  over  300, 
aod  that,  too,  when  every  inhabitant  is  on  the  assessor's  books  who  could  be  proved  or 
heard  of.    Such  excess  the  witnesses  say  cannot  honestly  exist. 

Persons  acted  as  deputies  and  registered  citizens  after  their  appointment  had  ex- 
pired; and  the  clerk  pat  such  names  on  his  book,  not  daring  to  refuse. 

These  facts  render  the  registration  totally  unreliable. 

2d.  Eight  men  swear  that  they  voted  a  straight  republican  ticket  at  Mellonville 
precinct,  giving  the  names  of  the  candidates  voted  for ;  but  the  returns  from  that  pre- 
ciuct  show  but  5  votes  for  Steams,  6  for  Montgomery,  7  for  Bisbee  and  electors.  Here 
is  a  deliberate  fraud  proven. 

Comparison  of  certified  copy  of  registration-book  with  poll-lists  at  several  precincts 
shows  the  inspector  had  deliberately  allowed  men  to  vote  whose  names  have  never 
been  on  the  registration-book,  and  without  requiring  tbem  to  take  any  oath  required 
by  law. 

No.  1,  at  Orlando  precinct,  11  men  voted  who  were  never  registered,  and  without  tak- 
ing any  oath.  At  Apopka,  4  were  unregistered  and  took  no  oath  ;  at  Shingle  Creek, 
1  was  unregistered;  Lake  Nona  precinct,  4  were  unregistered;  Sanford  precinct,  20 
were  unregistered ;  Crows  precinct,  7  were  unregistered ;  Mellonville  precinct,  17  were 
unregistered ;  Fort  Christmas  precinct,  3  were  unregistered ;  Altomonte  precinct,  2  were 
unregistered ;  Lake  Jessup  pre«inct,  5  were  unregistered — 72  in  all. 

This  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  conduct  of  inspectors.  Here  is  indisputable  ev- 
idence that  inspectors  have  deliberately  made  themselves  parties  to  a  positive  fraud. 
They  have  allowed  men  to  vote  to  a  lar^e  number  without  taking  any  oath  who 
have  never  been  registered  at  any  time.  This  they  have  done  willfully  and  delil>er- 
ately.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  they  took  the  ballot-boxes  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  clerk  and  kept  them  themselves,  or  that  they  were  unwilling  to  have  the  ballot- 
boxes  opened  and  the  ballots  counted  and  examined  f 

These  facts  are  significant  in  conuection  with  the  fact  that  these  inspectors,  many  of 
them,  were  not  sworn. 

How  many  voters  at  the  other  precincts,  nineteen  in  all,  we  cannot  state,  as  we  have 
not  had  opportunity  to  examine  the  poll-lists  to  determine  who  voted  at  them. 

As  to  how  these  73  men  voted  we  cannot  definitely  state,  except  as  to  13,  who  voted 
at  Crow's,  No.  4;  Shingle  Creek,  No.  9;  and  Lake  Jessup,  No.  5,  precincts,  where  no 
repoblican  vote  is  returned  at  all,  except  at  one,  for  electors,  at  Lake  Jesup.  We  sub- 
mit that  permitting  men  to  vote  without  taking  any  oath  who  have  never  been  regis- 
tered is  most  conclusive  evidence  of  a  corrupt ,  conscience  and  of  corrupt  and  fraudu- 
lent acts  in  the  inspector,  and  that  under  the  principle  of  law  in  such  cases  the  entire 
precinct  would  be  thrown  out. 

The  inspectors  at  all  these  precincts,  except  one  at  Sandford,  and  perhaps  one  at  Olli- 
monte,  were  democrats. 

These  unregistered  men  could  not  have  voted  without  their  connivance.  The  claims 
of  the  democrats  that  the  elections  are  fair  and  there  was  no  fraud  is  refuted  and  con- 
tradicted by  the  affidavits  of  witnesses.  ^ 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  with  evidence  of  a  false  return  from  Mellonville  pre- 
cinct, shown  to  be  false  by  the  oath  of  eight  nnimpeached  witnesses,  the  republican 
electors  have  made  repeated  efforts  to  have  the  democratic  county  officers,  the  judge 
and  clerk,  open  the  boxes,  and  count  the  vote  in  the  presence  of  leading  men  on  both 
sides. 

This  has  been  absolutely  refused.  They  know  that,  had  the  boxes  been  opened  and 
ballots  recounted,  the  acts  of  the  inspectors  and  their  return  would  have  been  placed 
bevond  suspicion,  or  their  guilt  and  the  fraud  upon  the  republicans  conclusively  estab- 
lished. They  persistently  and  violently  refused  to  allow  the  boxes  to  be  opened.  If 
the  acts  of  the  inspectors  have  been  honest,  there  was  no  reason  for  opposition  to  a  re- 
count of  the  ballots.  The  fact  that  such  violent  opposition  to  opening  the  ballot  ^was 
manifested  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  their  acts  have  been  dishonest.  No 
confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  official  acts  of  such  officers. 

All  the«e  facts  here  commented  on  is  abundantly  proven  by  the  affidavits  on  file, 
copy  of  the  entire  registration-book,  and  of  the  poll-lists  and  precinct-returns  above 
mentioned,  and  solicit  the  most  rigid  sorntiuy  of  the  board  of  canvassers.  These  pre- 
cincts, at  least,  should  be  rejected. 

There  are  strong  objections  against  the  entire  return  from  this  county.  It  is  quite 
evident  that  the  registration  is  unreliable. 
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Everybody  was  allowed  to  register,  regardless  of  age  or  resideDce.  There  is  exoeas 
of  three  hundred  (300)  on  the  registration  over  the  tax-books ;  and  the  fact  that  per- 
sons werft  allowed  to  vote  at  ten  precincts  who  were  never  registered,  and  without 
taking  any  oaih  whatever,  lays  a  foundation  for  a  strong  presumption  that  there  is 
the  same  character  of  illegal  voting  allowed  and  conniv^  at  at  the  other  precinots. 

POINTS  OF  LAW. 

Fraud  in  election-offlcers  vitiates  election. 

I  Extract  J 

"  If  an  officer  of  election  is  detected  in  a  willful  and  deliberate  fraud  upon  the  ballot* 
box,  the  better  opinion  is  that  this  will  destroy  the  integrity  of  his  official  acts,  even 
though  the  fraud  discovered  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  affect  the  result/'  (McCrary 
on  Law  of  Elections,  sec.  441, 184.  Beport  Finlay  r«.  Walls,  p.  22,  applies  to  Columbia 
County  and  Waldo  precinct.) 

And  this  is  so,  whether  the  misconduct  is  prompted  by  a  corrupt  purpose  or  from 
reckless  disregard  of  the  law,  or  from  ignorance  of  its  requirements,    (/d.,  442, 199.) 

Anything  depriving  electors  free  expression  of  their  sentiments  vitiates  the  election. 

UpoD  this  snbject  of  the  free  expression  of  the  popular  will  through  the  ballot-box 
Corley  says :  **  If,  however,  the  inspector  of  election  shall  excli|de  legal  voters,  not 
because  of  honest  error  in  judgment,  but  willfully  and  corruptly,  and  to  an  extent  that 
affects  the  result,  or  if  by  riots  or  otherwise  legal  voters  are  intimidated  and  prevent-ed 
from  voting,  or  if  for  any  other  reason  the  electors  have  not  had  opportunity  for  the 
expression  of  their  sentiments  through  the  baIlot>box,  the  election  should  be  set  aside 
altogether  as  having  failed  in  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  called.^  (Corley's  Com. 
Law,  p.  621.} 

"  Errors  of  judgment  are  inevitable,  but  frauds,  intimidations,  and  violence  can  and 
should  protest  against."    CCorley,  p.  621.)  . 

'*  The  law  should  seek  to  secure  the  due  expression  or  his  will  by  every  legal  voter, 
and  guard  against  any  irregularities  or  misconduct  that  may  tend  to  prevent  it."  (Ibid., 
p.  621.) 

THK  ELECTOR  NOT  TO  BE  DEPRIVED  OF  HIS  VOTE. 

Where  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  a  county  have  been  deprived  of  voting,  the  elec- 
tion is  void. 

Upon  this  snbject  Corley  says :  **  If  any  action  was  required  of  the  public  authori  - 
ties  preliminary  to  the  elections,  and  that  which  was  taken  was  not  such  as  to  give 
the  electors  the  opportunity  to  participate,  and  no  mode  was  open  to  the  elector  by 
which  the  officers  might  be  compelled  to  act,  it  would  seem  that  such  neglect,  consti- 
tuting as  it  would  the  disfranchisement  of  the  excluded  electors  pro  hoc  trice,  must,  on 
feneral  principles,  render  the  whole  election  nugatory."  (Corley,  616 ;  Fort  Dodge  vs. 
Hstrict  Townships,  17  Iowa,  85.) 

Where  the  law  requires  a  registration  it  must  be  complied  with. 

An  election  without  registration  is  void,  *'  and  cannot  be  sustained  by  making  proof 
none  in  fact  but  duly-qualified  electors  have  voted."  (Corley,  602 ;  MoCrary  Elec. 
Law,  12,13;  People  vs,  Koppleham,  16  Mich.,  342;  State  V8.  Sleumps,  23  Wis.,  630; 
State  V8,  Helmontil,  21  Wis.,  566. 

ORANOE  COUNTY.— ADDITIONAL  8PECIFIC.VTION8. 

Specification  :  That  there  were  eight  straight  republican  votes  cast  at  the  Mellonville 
precinct,  in  said  county,  while  the  precinct-return  shows  but  five  votes  for  republican 
candidates  for  governor.  See  affidavits  of  Sheppard  Starke,  E.  Coleman,  Adam  Shad- 
rock,  George  Lewis,  Nathan  Redding,  S.  Gumpert,  S.  Nelson,  and  Henry  Jackson,  who 
swear  positively  that  they  voted  a  straight  republican  ticket,  giving  the  names  of  the 
candidates  thereon.    Also  copy  of  return  from  said  precinct. 

At  precinct  No.  4,  No.  9,  South  Opokee,  Altamont,  Mellonville,  Lake  Nona,  the  pre- 
cinct-retnrns  do  not  show  the  total  vote  cast,  and  precinct  No.  4  does  not  show  whether 
or  not  the  republican  candidate  received  any  votes. 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  above,  and  deny  the  same. 

.   DAVID  W.  SELLERS, 
Per  DENNIS. 

ALLEGED   DISABILITY  OF  F.  C.  HUMPHRIES. 

United  States  CiitcuiT  Court,  Northern  District  of  Florida, 

December  term,  1872,  December  3,  1872. 
In  the  matter  of  the  appointment  of  Frederick  C.  Humphries  shipping-commissioner 

of  the  port  of  Pensacola. 

Ordered  by  the  court,  that  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  of  Pensacola,  be,  and  *e  if 
hereby,  appointed  shipping-commissioner  for  the  port  of  Pensacola. 
Fnrther  ordered,  that  said  commissioner  may  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  said  ap- 
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pointmeDt  upon  taking  and  filing  the  oath  prescribed  b^  law.  And  it  is  further  or- 
dered that  the  clerk  oi  this  ooart  do  furnish  said  commissioner  with  a  certified  copy  of 
this  order. 

I,  I.  E.  Townsend,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern 
district  of  Florida,  do  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  orig- 
inal order  as  of  record  in  this  office. 

[SEAL.]  I.  E.  TOWNSEND,  Clerk. 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  a  shipping-commissioner  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  and  according  to  law. 

F.  C.  HUMPHREYS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  9th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1872. 

GEO.  E.  WENTWORTH, 
U.  S.  Commissioner  for  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court,  Northern  District  of  Florida. 

Filed  December  9, 1872. 

M.  P.  DERIOBOO,  C  erk. 

United  States  op  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida : 

I,  M.  P.  de  Rioboo,  clerk  United  States  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  district,  at  Pen- 
sacola,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  as  the  same  remains  on  file  in 
my  office.  I  further  certify  that  no  resignation  of  Frederick  C.  Humphries  to  said 
office  is  on  file  it  my  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  2i5th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  Pensacola, 
Florida. 

M.  P.  DE  RIOBOO,  Cerk. 

pkotest  against  the  service  op  one  of  the  members  of  the  board. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  November  27, 1876. 
To  the  honorable  the  State  board  of  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Florida : 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  that  he  was  one  of  the  repub- 
lican candidates  for  the  office  of  presidential  elector  at  the  election  held  in  the  State  of 
Florida  on  the  7th  instant,  and  received  votes  in  all  the  counties  in  said  State  for  said 
office.  He  further  represents  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  your  board,  Hon.  William  Archer  Cocke,  attorney-general  of  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida, did,  on  the  14th  instant,  write,  and  caused  to  be  telegraphed  over  the  country 
and  printed  in  the  public  prints,  a  dispatch  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

"  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  Novetnber  14. 

"  The  returns  of  county  managers  of  election  are  not  yet  in.    The  board  of  State 

canvassers,  of  which  I,  as  attorney-general,  am  one,  does  not  meet  until  thirty-five  days 

after  the  election,  but  you  may  rest  assured  that  Tllden  has  carried  the  State  and 

Drew  is  elected.    I  do  not  think  the  radicals  can  cheat  the  democrats  out  of  the  State. 

"  WILLIAM  ARCHER  COCKE." 

In  view  of  these  facts,  if  my  information  and  belief  are  well  founded,  and  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  judicial  functions  imposed  upon  said  officer  by  law,  and  acting  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  member  of  your  honorable  board,  the  undersigned  respectfully  euggesta 
whether  it  would  be  fair  and  proper  for  said  William  Archer  Cocke  to  remain  upon 
said  board,  and  protests  against  his  doing  so.  The  undersigned  the  more  readily  does 
this  in  view  of  the  fact  that  section  4  of  the  act  approved  November  27, 1872,  seems  to 
have  made  provision  for  such  a  case  by  authorizing  any  two  members  of  the  board  to 
select  another  member  of  the  cabinet  in  a  contingency  like  the  present. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  PEARCE. 
For  himself  and  the  other  republican  candidates  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice 

President  of  the  United  States. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachaa  Coanty : 

We,  the  BnderaJgDed,  Loais  A.  Barnes,  sheriff  of  the  county  stated,  and  Irving  £ 
Webster,  clerk  of  the  circnit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  William  H.  Belton,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constitnting  the  board  of  county 
canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  same  being  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Alachua, 
and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
*'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,^'  ap- 
proved August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto  approved  February  27,  1872. 

We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid,  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  (3,237,)  as  follows,  viz :  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  nineteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  (1»977 ;)  George  F.  Drew  received  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty,  (1,260.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  (3,237,)  as  follows,  viz:  David  Montgomery  received 
nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  (1,971 ;)  Noble  A.  Hull  received  twelve  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  (1,266.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
thirteen  thousand  and  four,  (13,004  ;)  of  which 

Fredric  C.  Humphries  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  (1,984.) 

Charles  H.  Pearce,  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  (1,984.) 

William  H.  Holden  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty  four,  (1,984.) 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  (1,984.) 

James  E.  Yonge  received  twelve  hundred  sixty-seven,  (1,267.) 

Wilkinson  Call  received  twelve  hundred  sixty-seven,  (1,267.) 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twelve  hundred  sixty-seven,  (1^267.) 

Robert  Bullock  received  twelve  hundred  sixty-seven,  (1,267.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  vot-es  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  three  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  forty  two,  (3,242,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  nineteen  hundred  seventy-two,  (1,972.) 

Jesse  J.  Finley  received  twelve  hundred  fifty-five,  (1,255.) 

J.  Willis  Menard  received  fifteen. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  three  thousand  twohnn> 
dred  eighteen,  (3,218.) 

Josiah  T.Walls  received  nineteen  hundred  seventy-four,  (1,974.) 

Thomas  F.  King  received  twelve  hundred  forty-three,  (1,243.) 

J.  Willis  Menard  received  one,  (1.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  member  of  assembly  was  six  tboasaud  four 
hundred  forty-four,  (6,444,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Leonard  G.  Dennis  received  nineteen  hundred  sixty-three,  (1,963.) 

W.  K.  Cessna  received  nineteen  hundred  sixty-one,  (1,961.) 

J.  M.  Sparkman  received  twelve  hundred  forty-four,  (1,244.) 

P.  B.  H.  Dudley  received  twelve  hundred  forty-four,  (l)^^^,) 

T.  C.  Gass  received  sixteen,  (16.) 

Geo.  J.  E.  B.  G.  Washington  received  sixteen,  (16.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Gainesville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
thirteenth  day  of  November,  i  i  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six, 

L.  A.  BARNES, 
Sheriff  of  the  County  Court  of  Alachua  County. 
I.  E.  WEBSTER, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Alachua  County. 

W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  peace  of  Alachua  County. 
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Dedact,  od  accouDt  of  illesral  votes  at  Waldo,  thirteen  votes  from  the  Tilden  elect- 
ors and  foar  votes  from  the  Hayes  electors. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  AT  ARCHER  PRECINCT,  POLL  NO.  2^ 

[See  section  23  of  the  general  election  law.] 

State  of  Florida,  Alachna  County : 

We,  the  nndersigned,  inspector  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Archer,  in  the  county 
of  Alachua,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  vear  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  bv  virtue  of  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,^ 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatorv  thereto  approved  February  27,  1872, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz :  For  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  three  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  (399)  votes;  George  F.Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136) 
votes.  P^or  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  David  Montgomery  received  three 
hundred  and  ninety-five  (395)  votes ;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  forty- 
one  (141)  votes.  For  Representatives  in  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee  received  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  (399);  J.  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one,, 
(141.)  For  State  senator,  J.  T.  Walls  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  T.  F. 
King  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  (136.)  For  member  of  the  assembly,  L.  Q. 
Dennis  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  (397 ;)  Sparkman  received  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  (138)  votes ;  W.  K.  Cessna  received  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
fonr  (394)  votes ;  Dudley  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  (141)  votes.  For  con- 
stables, T.  Brown  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  (232)  votes;  'J^oby  Adams 
received  eighty-five  (85)  votes ;  Henry  Poocil  received  twenty  (20)  votes. 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 

was ,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine 

(399)  votes  ;  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  thirty -six  (136)  votes;  Charles 
H.  Pearce  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (399)  votes ;  James  £.  Yonge  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136)  votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  (399)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  (136;)  William  H.  Holden  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (399)  votes; 
Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Archer,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this day  of ,  in  the 

year  of  our  Liord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventv-six. 

R.  H.  BLACK, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

FLOYD  A.  DUKES,  his  X  mark, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE, 

Innpector  of  Election. 

THOS.  H.  VANCE, 

Clerk  of  Election^ 

OBJECTION  TO  THE  RETURNS. 

The  following  specific  objection  was  made  to  the  return  from  Alachua  County  as 
read  before  the  State  board  of  canvassers  of  Florida : 

The  return  as  read  by  you  gives  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four  votes  for  what 
we  shall  denominate  as  the  Haves  electors,  and  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-seven  for 
what  will  be  spoken  of  as  the  Tilden  electors. 

This  return  is  made  by  adding  with  Hayes  electors  to  Archer  precinct  No.  2  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  (219)  more  votes  than  were  actually  cast  at  such  precinct  for 
said  electors,  and  by  deducting  five  votes  from  the  vote  actually  cast  for  the  Tilden 
electors  there.  In  adding  to  the  affidavits  and  documentary  evidence  which  we  shall 
submit,  we  offer  and  propose  to  prove  by  Samuel  T.  Fleming,  residing  in  Archer,  in 
said  county,  that  no  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  votes  were  actually  cast 
in  said  box  No.  2 ;  said  Fleming  having  altered  this  polluig-place  on  election-day,  and 
been  present  at  it  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  of  the  polls,  he  being  present  there 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  watching  who  and  now  many  voted,  and  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  voters  of  that  neighborhoo<l,  and  who  voted  there,  and  hav- 
ing made  a  similar  memorandum  of  the  voters  who  voted  at  said  poll  at  the  time  of 
their  voting. 

We  further  propose  to  prove  by  said  Fleming,  and  Sam.  C.  Tucker  and  George  Bleitch^ 
residing  in  said  county,  that  they  were  present  at  said  poll  at  the  completion  of  th& 
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•cauvasfl,  and  heard  the  depatics  annoiiDce  the  nnmber  of  the  vote  polled  at  said 
polliDg-place,  No.  2.  That  the  votes,  so  far  as  presidential  electors  were  conoemed, 
were  announced  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  the  Hayes  electors,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
•«ight,  (178,)  and  for  the  Tilden  electors,  one  hundred  and  forty-one ;  a  written  memo- 
randum  of  which  was  saved  at  the  time  by  the  said  Tucker. 

We  further  object  to  said  county  returns  in  that  it  confines  or  includes  a  return  from 
Archer  precinct  No.  2,  which  was  forged,  no  true  or  legal  returns  of  votes  cast  at  said 
precinct  No.  2  having  been  before  the  county  canvassers. 

We  further  propose  to  show  that  three  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  Hayes  electors  at 
Barnes's  Store  was  voted  or  cast  by  minors.  We  will  submit  in  support  of  this  the 
.afiidavits  of  Chas.  £.  Hale  and  James  Chapman,  residing  in  said  county. 

We  shall  ask  that  the  vote,  so  far  as  fraudulently  increased  at  Archer  precinct  No. 
%  as  above  stated,  and  the  three  votes  cast  by  minors  at  Barnes's  Store,  shall  be  exclnded 
from  such  return ;  and  that  the  five  votes  deducted  from  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks 
Aote  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  shall  be  added  to  and  given  to  the  vote  of  the  Tilden 
and  Hendriclcs  electors,  as  shown  by  the  above  return. 

We  claim  that  the  vote  actually  and  legally  cast  shall  be  compared  aud  declared  as 
follows : 

For  the  Hayes  electors 1,7® 

For  the  Tilden  electors 1,272 

We  also  propose  and  otfer  to  show  the  above  facts,  and  that  such  fraudulent  increase 
•and  decrease  of  votes  cast  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  was  included  in  said  county  can- 
vass by  the  affidavits  of  W.  N.  Belton,  a  justice  of  peace  of  said  county,  and  one  of 
said  county  canvassers,  andlrvingE.  Webster, clerk  of  said  county,  and  one  of  said  board 
of  county  canvassers,  Hon  Thomas  F.  King,  Sam'l  L.  Flemse,  Sam'l  J.  Tucker, 
Oeorge  Blitch,  Ward  A.  Gregor.  and  also  Gteen  R.  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  two  of  the 
inspectors  of  election  at  said  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  all  residents  of  said  county ;  and 
by  the  report  or  return  of  said  W.  H.  Belton,  county  canvasser,  (duly  sworn  to  by  said 
Belton,)  on  said  canvass. 

GEORGE  P.  RANEY, 
Atty.  for  Call,  Hilton,  Young,  Black,  Tilden  electors. 

We  also  offer  afiidavits  of  Eugene  Allen,  Chas.  Bamknall,  J.  W.  Williams,  Geo.  Hel- 
verton,  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2. 

GEO.  P.  R. 

REPLY  TO  OBJECTION  MADE  TO  RETURNS. 

With  regard  to  the  returns  from  Alachua  County  the  following  observations  are 
xespectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  board  of  State  canvassers. 

ARCHER  PRECINCT. 

The  return  of  the  election-officers  of  said  precinct,  signed  by  three  inspectors  and 
the  clerk,  in  due  form,  is  regular  upon  its  face,  and  stands  unimpeached  as  the  returns 
actually  made.  It  shows  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  said  Archer  precinct 
to  have  been  535,  of  which  399  were  cast  for  the  republican,  and  136  for  the  demo- 
<cratic  electors.  Theassumption  that  this  is  a  false  and  fraudulent  return  presupposes  that 
ino  one  of  the  election-officers  is  worthy  of  belief,  as  each  and  all  of  them  were  solemnly 
sworn  to  make  true  returns  of  the  vote  oast  on  election-day.  It  is,  however,  claimed 
that  this  return  gives  to  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors  226  more  votes  than  they  are 
justly  entitled  to,  and  a  demand  is  made  that  the  poll  be  so  purged  as  to  correct  the 
iraud.    The  evidence  relied  upon  by  counsel  for  democratic  electors  is : 

TESTIMONY  OF  MOORE  AND  DUKES. 

1st.  The  testimony  of  Green  R.  Moore,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  this  Moore  had  taken  an  oath  to  make  an  honest,  fair, 
4ind  true  return,  and  that  he  signed  the  return  now  under  consideration  of  the  board 
of  State  canvassers  without  protest  or  complaint.  He  next  appears  by  affidavit,  and 
declares  the  return  incorrect  and  fraudulent,  as  charged  by  the  democratic  electors. 
Then  his  affidavit  is  produced,  in  which  he  swears  that  the  one  formerly  given  was 
•extorted  from  him  by  the  democratic  leaders  while  he  was  under  mental  excitement  and 
without  self-control.  He  then  appears  upon  the  witness-stand  and  testifies  that  he  was 
paid  by  the  sheriff  of  his  county  for  making  the  republican  affidavit ;  admits  he  signed 
it  knowing  its  contents  and  purpose,  but  denies  tnat  he  made  oath  to  it.  He  shame- 
lessly admits  that  he  has  committed  perjury  at  least  twice  in  this  very  matter,  and 
that  he  was  bribed  to  swear  falsely ;  yet  he  is  referred  to  by  learned  counsel  as  one 
whose  appearance  is  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  unlimited  credence.  To  be  sure  he  is 
contradicted  by  the  judge  of  a  court  of  record,  who,  under  his  official  seal,  certifies 
that  he  did  swear  to  the  affidavit  filed  by  the  republicans,  and  is  confronted  with  the 
testimony  of  two  other  witnesses,  who  deny  all  he  says  about  the  falsity  of  the  return. 
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And  yet  candid  and  learned  oonnsel  proclaim  this  self-admitted  felon  to  be  worthy  of 
belief. 

2d.  The  testimony  of  Floyd  Dnkes  is  relied  npon.  He  also  swears  that  the  return 
was  falbe  and  fmiidulent ;  yet  he  signed  this  return,  or  authorized  another  to  sign  it 
for  him,  which  is  not  denied ;  having  made  it,  he  then  denies  the  correctness  under  oath ; 
then,  in  another  affidavit  says,  the  former  one  was  extorted  from  him  by  intimidation 
and  through  fear  of  violence  and  personal  harm ;  then  conies  on  the  stand  and  testifies 
that  he  never  made  the  last-named  afKdavit.  In  this  he  is  flatly  and  fully  contradicted 
by  Major  McKane,  General  Walls,  and  W.  H.  Bel  ton,  a  justice  ot  the  peace,  all  of  whom 
that  they  heard  the  affidavit  read  to  him,  beard  him  authorize  the  justice  to  sign  it,  and 
heard  him  make  oath  to  the  same ;  yet  he  is  commended  to  this  honorable  board  as  a 
witness  who  ought  to  be  believed. 

3d.  Three  witnesses  are  put  upon  the  stand  who  swear  that  they  beard  the  vote 
announced  at  Archer  precinct,  and  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  316 ;  republi- 
can, 180;  democratic,  1^^.  The  standing  and  charact-er  of  these  witnesses  we  do  not 
f .illy  know,  but  their  testimony  does  not  necessarily  prove  the  return  to  be  incorrect, 
and  it  cannot  be  received  to  invalidate  a  regular  return,  properly  made,  and  supported 
as  the  one  in  question  is.    We  claim — 

1.  This  return  is  signed  by  Moore,  Black,  and  Dnkes,  the  lawful  inspectors,  and  by 
Vanoe,  the  clerk  of  election. 

THE  PUBLIC  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE  VOTE. 

2.  Vance  and  Black  both  swear,  in  the  most  i>o8itive  manner,  that  the  return  is  in 
fvery  respect  correct,  and  that  the  result  as  therein  set  forth  was  publicly  announced 
after  the  counting  of  the  vote.  These  two  witnesses  are  both  intelligent,  educated, 
and  respectable  colored  men.  Their  evidence  was  given  in  detail,  not  in  the  hearing 
of  each  other ;  they  were  subjected  to  a  searching  cross-examination,  and  yet  they  cor- 
roborated each  other  in  every  particular,  except  as  to  the  one  immaterial  point  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  poll-list  was  signed  by  the  clerk  and  inspector.  One  said  it  was 
signed,  and  the  other  thought  it  was  not ;  one  of  them  is  certainly  mistaken. 

3.  The  testimony  of  Vance  and  Black  is  supported  by  the  affidavits  of  three  re- 
spectable electors  of  said  Archer  precinct,  in  every  way  as  much  entitled  to  credit  as 
those  who  swore  to  different  announcement  of  the  vote  from  that  testified  to  by  Vance 
and  Black.  These  three  make  oath  and  say  positively  that  they  were. present  when 
the  vote  was  counted,  and  heard  it  announced  as  535  in  all,  399  republican,  and  136 
democratic.  We  have  numerous  affidavits  showing  that  289  electors  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  iu'said  Archer  precinct  on  election  day,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the  whole 
number  of  399  could  be  accounted  for  did  time  permit. 

Adding  to  289  the  136  democratic  votes,  and  we  have  a  total  of  425,  while  it  is  alleged 
that  only  316  were  cast,  and  it  is  in  proof,  by  one  of  the  democratic  affidavits,  that,  on 
a  recount  before  the  county  canvassers,  only  277  ballots  were  found  in  the  box.  Dur- 
ing the  day  of  election  and  the  county  canvass,  however,  the  ballot-box  had  been 
guarded  by  democratic  politicians,  who  allowed  no  republican  to  approach  it. 

We  have,  then,  Vance,  the  clerk,  and  Black,  the  inspector,  who  have  never  contra- 
dicted themselves,  and  who  stand  unimpeachable,  against  Moore  and  Dukes,  the  self- 
admitted  peijurers.  We  have  three  respectable  witnesses  swearing  that  they  heard 
the  vote  announced  as  set  forth  in  the  return,  against  three  others  who  swear  to  a 
different  announcement.  And  npon  thiH  evidence  it  is  solemnly  claimed  that  the 
ifoard  of  State  canvassers  should  deduct  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes  from  the 
nnmber  returned  for  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors  from  Archer  precinct! 

We  may  remark,  in  passing,  that  Vance  and  Black  are  republican  colored  men  and 
Dukes  is  a  colored  democrat,  recently  admitted  to  fellowship ;  hence,  learned  counsel 
cau  more  readily  conclude  that  Dukes  is  worthy  of  belief,  while  the  testimony  of 
Vance  and  Black  is  not  to  be  credited. 

We  respectfally  insist  that  the  return  is  correct  as  filed,  and  that  no  deduction  can 
be  made  from  the  votes  for  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors. 

WALDO   PBECIXCT. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavits  on  file  regarding  Waldo  precinct,  that  at  least 
twenty-two  illegal  votes  were  cast  in  this  precinct,  and  how  many  more  it  is  impossible 
todetermine,  as  a  party  of  emigrants  from  other  States  and  persons  from  other 
counties  in  this  State  were  permitted  to  vote,  under  the  impression,  as  is  alleged, 
that  all  persons  registered  in  any  State  of  the  Union  had  a  right  to  vote  for  presiden- 
tial electors  anywhere.  The  affidavits  filed  on  behalf  of  the  democratic  electors  admit 
those  facts  in  substance.  It  is  respectfnlly  submitted  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
board  of  State  canvassers  to  ascertain  the  true  vote  of  this  precinct,  for  which  rea- 
son the  whole  vote  should  be  disregarded,  and  no  part  of  the  same  should  be  counted. 
If,  however,  it  should  be  considered  by  the  board  that  this  poll  should  be  purged,  then, 
and  in  case  seventeen  of  said  twenty -two  illegal  votes  proven  should  be  deducted  from 
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the  votes  of  the  democratic  and  five  from  those  of  the  republican  electors,  as  the  proofo 
show  that  seventeen  were  cast  by  the  democrats  and  five  by  the  repablicans. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EMMONS,  Coansel. 

REJOINDER  OF  DEMOCRATIC  COUNSEL. 

Alachua  County ^  Archer  No,  2. 

In  behalf  of  the  democratic  candidates  voted  for  at  this  precinct,  November  7, 1^6' 
the  following  reply  is  made  to  the  statement  filed  November  29, 1876,  in  behalf  of  the 
republican  candidates  so  far  as  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  replv  thereto,  after  all  the 
material  allegations  of  the  democratic  contestants  have  been  fully  sustained  by  the 
documentarv  evidence  already  produced  to  this  board,  and  by  the  oral  testimony,  an- 
Gontradicted  in  any  legal  manner,  of  several  respectable  and  reputable  citizens  who  were 
produced  and  examined  before  this  board;  and  in  reply  as  aforesaid  it  is  alleged  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  That  neither  of  the  affidavits  of  R.  H.  Black,  filed  in  behalf  of  the  republican  can- 
didates in  this  matter,  in  any  respect  denies  the  allegations  or  proofs  of  contestants 
that  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  on  November  7.  1876,  was  publicly 
announced,  at  the  completion  of  the  canvass  by  the  inspectors,  as  navingbeen  cast  and 
canvassed  as  follows :  180  votes  for  Steams  for  governor,  ana  136  votes  for  Drew  for 
governor ;  178  votes  for  the  republican  or  Hayes  electors,  and  141  votes  for  the  demo- 
cratic or  Tilden  electors;  but  said  Black^s  affidavit  merely  states  as  to  this,  that  a 
result  different  from  this  result  was  announced  by  him  in  the  presence  of  the  other 
two  inspectors. 

2.  That  the  affidavit  of  Green  R.  Moore,  one  of  the  inspectors  at  said  Archer  precinct 
No.  2,  filed  by  the  republicans,  does  not  in  any  respect  contradict  or  deny  any  of  the 
allegations  or  proof  of  the  democratic  contestants ;  but  is  to  the  effect  that  he,  the  said 
Moore,  did  authorize  his  name  to  be  signed  to  a  proper  and  correct  certificate  of  the 
result  of  the  election  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  and  that  he  had  been  induced  to  make 
an  affidavit  declaring  such  certificate  to  be  an  incorrect  return  of  the  votes  cast  at 
said  precinct  on  said  day,  and  that  said  affidavit  was  false  in  every  particular,  and  had 
been  extorted  from  him  while  under  the  pressure  of  strong  mental  excitement,  &c. 

And  contestants  allege  and  show  that  this  affidavit  of  said  Green  R.  Moore  has  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  affidavit  and  statement  made  by  said  Moore  November  22, 
1876,  and  filed  in  this  matter  by  contestants,  showing  the  true  vote  cast,  canvassed, 
ajid  publicly  announced  at  said  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  on  the  7th  November,  1876, 
to  have  been  for  Tilden  electors  141,  for  the  Hayes  electors  only  178 ;  for  Drew  for 
governor  136,  and  for  Steams  for  governor  only  180  votes,  but  has  reference  solely  to 
some  other  and  different  statement,  erroneously  made  by  him  as  aforesaid,  and  in 
proof  thereof  show  that  the  affidavit  of  said  Moore,  filed  by  the  republicans  in  this 
case,  is  dated  November  20,  1876,  several  days  prior  to  the  said  statement  made  by  said 
Moore  and  filed  in  the  matter  by  the  democrats. 

3d.  That  the  affidavit  of  I.  E.  Webster  filed  by  the  republicans  purports  to  be  based 
npon  an  alleged  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  said  Alachua  County ;  that  they 
had  failed  to  discover  any  evidence  of  fraud  or  disregard  of  law  on  the  part  of  those 
officers  having  charge  of  the  election  at  said  precinct  and  upon  the  information  of 
others :  whereas  contestants  allege  and  show  that  the  statements  and  affidavit  made 
by  said  Webster  and  filed  in  this  matter  by  them  were  made  by  said  Webster  as  one 
of  the  county  canvassers  of  said  county  and  of  his  own  knowledge  as  such  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  statements  and  that  no  such  presentment  as  alleged  has  ever  been  made  by 
said  grand  Jury ;  but  that  the  only  presentment  touching  this  matter  made  by  said 
grand  jury  was  substantially  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**  We  would  congratulate  the  people  of  our  country  upon  the  peaceable  manner  in 
which  an  election  has  passed  away.  In  regard  to  the  reported  fraud  at  box  No. 
2  at  Archer  precinct,  we  nave  had  before  us  four  or  five  witnesses  and  access  to  the 
poll-list  and  returns ;  have  examined  them  carefully  and  thoroughly,  and  find  they 
correspond ;"  which  presentment  was  made  November  23,  1876,  and  a  certified  copy 
whereof  is  here  offered  in  evidence,  which  correspondence  of  said  poll-list  and  certifi- 
cate as  filed  is  not  in  controversy  here. 

4th.  Note  the  affidavits  referred  to  in  the  republican  specification ;  10th,  11th,  12th, 
13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  only  purport  to  show  that  288  persons  voted  the  republi- 
can at  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  and  not  399,  the  number  set  forth  in  the  returns  as 
having  there  voted  said  ticket;  that  the  names  attached  to  the  said  affidavits,  with  the 
exception  of  six  or  seven  names,  are  all  signed  in  one  handwriting,  so  far  as  each  affi- 
davit is  concerned,  and  all  the  names  so  signed  to  several  of  said  affidavits  are  in  one 
handwriting  ;  and  the  name  of  Richard  H.  Black  is  subscribed  to  two  of  said  affida- 
vits in  his  own  handwriting;  the  name  of  Edward  Brown  is  twice  written  with  a 
cross-mark  to  affidavit  No.  10;  the  name  of  Peter  Spari  is  twice  written  with  a  cross- 
mark  to  affidavit  No.  12,  and  that  said  affidavits  are  otherwise  grossly  inaccnnvte  aud 
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irregular,  suBpicioos,  and  false,  as  could  be  particularly  specified^and  et  forth  did  times 
permit. 

That  in  affidavit  No.  15  the  name  of  Henry  Peterson  is  twice  given  as  having  voted 
the  republican  ticket  at  said  election,  and  that  the  name  of  J.  Brown  and  John  Brown 
is  several  times  repeated  in  said  affidavit ;  and  the  name  of  Pompey  Gaskins  appears 
both  in  affidavits  No.  15  and  No.  17,  as  does  also  the  name  of  Jerry  Taylor  in  these  affi- 
davits ;  and  in  affidavit  No.  17  appears  the  naiue  of  Wash  Mosely,  while  in  affidavit 
No.  15  appears  also  the  name  of  W.  Mosely. 

5th.  It  is  alleged  by  ns  that  the  affidavit  of  Jell  Snowden,  filed  herein  by  the  repub- 
licans, does  not  set  forth  for  whom  or  for  what  tickets  he  voted  at  said  election. 

6th.  The  allegation  in  republican  specification  that  the  place  the  ballot-box  was 
kept  was  surrounded  and  yarded  by  prominent  democrats  during  the  night  from 
Noyember  7,  the  day  of  election,  till  November  13,  and  that  said  democratic  guard  was 
commanded  by  J.  A.  Carlisle,  who  is  known  and  reported  to  be  captain  of  a  demo- 
cratic rifle  company,  and  that  no  persons  except  the  democratic  guard  had  access  to  the 
room  where  the  ballot,  certificates,  and  returns  were  kept,  is  f a&e  in  every  particular, 
excepting  in  this,  that  the  democrats  of  Gainesville,  Alachua  County,  having  reason  to 
believe  that  said  boxes,  returns,  and  certificates  relating  to  the  election  at  Archer  pre- 
cinct No.  2  would  be  further  tampered  with,  did  watch  the  court-house  wherein  tney 
were  deposited  during  the  time  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  only  of  observing  who  and 
what  i^erson  might  go  into  the  clerk's  office  in  said  court-house  during  any  of  said 
nights  and  to  protect  said  boxes. 

AFFIDAVrr  IN  REGARD  TO  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  VOTE. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Samuel  C.  Tucker,  Wade  A.  Grecor,  and  George  Blitch, 
each  of  whom  being  duly  and  severally  sworn,  say,  each  for  uimself,  that  they  and 
each  of  them  are  qualified  voters  of  the  otate  of  Florida,  and  reside  in  Alachua  County 
in  said  State,  and  that  they  were  present  at  the  poll  or  box  No.  2  at  Archer,  in  said 
county,  at  the  canvass  of  the  votes  oast  at  said  poll  or  box  at  the  general  election 
held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  that  they,  and  each  of  them,  attended 
closely  to  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  box  or  precinct,  and  kept  memoranda 
of  the  result  of  said  election  at  said  box  No.  2,  as  the  same  was  publicly  announced 
by  the  inspectors  and  clerk  of  the  election  of  said  precinct  or  box  No.  2,  at  the  com- 
pletion of  said  canvass.  That  the  result  of  said  election,  as  the  same  was  therefore 
publicly  and  officially  announced  by  said  inspectors,  was  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  gov- 
ernor, George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  votes ;  and  for  governor, 
Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes  and  no  more.  For  lieu- 
tenant-governor. Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  and  David 
Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  votes  and  no  more. 

For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  (141)  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes ; 
and  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes ;  that  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  votes  and  no  more ;  that  C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  votes  and  no  more ;  that  William  H.  Holden  received  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  votes  and  no  more ;  that  Thomas  W.  Long  received  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy -eight  votes  and  no  more. 

That  for  Representatives  in  Congress  for  the  second  congressional  district,  Jesse  I. 
Finley  received  one  hundred  and  fort^-one  (141)  votes  and  no  more;  that  Horatio 
Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes  and  no  more.  ' 

That  Jame«  M.  Sparkman  and  P.  H.  B.  Dudley  for  members  of  assembly  of  Alachua 
County,  and  Thomas  F.  King  for  senator  for  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  each  re- 
ceived the  same  number  of  votes  for  said  respective  offices  as  was  received  by  George 
F.  Drew  for  governor,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  than  three  (3)  votes  from  said  num- 
ber ;  and  that  Leonard  G.  Dennis  and  William  K.  Cessna  for  members  of  assembly  for 
Alachua  County,  and  that  I.  T.  Watts  for  senator  for  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district, 
each  received  the  same  number  of  votes  for  the  respective  offices  as  were  received  for 
governor  by  Marcellus  L.  Stearns,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  than  three  votes. 

S.  C.  TUCKER. 
GEORGE  BLITCH. 
W.  A.  GREGOR. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  November,  1876. 

W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

And  the  said  Samuel  C.  Tucker,  under  oath,  further  says  that  he,  at  the  completion 
of  the  canvass,  immediately  after  the  result  was  announced,  applied  to  the  inspectors 
and  clerk  of  said  poll  or  box  No.  2  at  Archer  precinct  for  a  copy  of  the  result  of  said 
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election  at  said  poll  or  box  Bigned  or  certified  by  them,  and  that  the  inspeotor,  Richard 
Black,  and  the  clerk,  Thoipas  H.  Vance,  refused  to  give  it  to  him. 

SAMUEL  C.  TUCKER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  November,  1876. 

W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

THE  BALLOTS  FOUND  IN  THE  BOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  W.  H.  Belton,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
eonnty,  Thomas  F.  King,  who,  beiuK  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  said  that  he  wars  a  caodi- 
date  for  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district  of  Fld^ida,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676 ;  that  he  was  present  at  the  canvass  of  the  votes  of  said 
county  by  the  county  canvassers  of  said  county,  on  the  7th  day  of  November  of  said 
year,  and  during  said  canvass,  he,  with  others,  desired  of  said  canvassers  that  ihej 
would  open  and  count  the  number  of  ballots  in  the  ballot-box  of  the  box  No.  x 
of  the  precinct  of  Archer,  one  of  the  election  precincts  of  said  county  at  said  election  ; 
that  the  said  canvassers  did,  as  desired,  open  such  ballot-box  and  count  all  the  ballotB 
found  therein,  audibly  and  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  men  assembled  to 
witness  said  canvass ;  that  the  said  canvassers  announced  the  result  of  their  oonnt — 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ballots  in  said  box ;  that  when  said  ballots  were  so 
taken  out  and  counted,  affiant  noticed  that  quite  a  number  of  them  seemed  to  have 
been  doubled  only  once,  when,  from  the  length,  they  should  have  been  doubled  sev- 
eral times,  to  insert  them  in  the  short  and  narrow  slit  in  the  top  of  the  ballot-box,  and 
it  was  evident  to  me  that  those  ballot-s  had  not  been  pushed  through  said  slit. 

THOMAS  F.  KING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676. 

W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  peace,  Alachua  County,  Fla. 

AN  ALLEGED  ADMISSION. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  Peter  Dougherty,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  the  day  after  the  election,  he  met  Richard  H. 
Black,  of  Archer,  in  the  town  of  Gainesville,  and  that  upon  inquiiy  made  by  him,  the 
deponent,  of  said  Black,  as  to  the  result  of  the  election  at  the  precinct  at  Archer,  that 
said  Black  informed  him  that  there  would  not  be  more  than  tnree  votes  difference  at 
said  precinct.  This  statement  was  made  to  deponent  when  none  but  himself  and 
Black  was  present.  Deponent  is  satisAed  and  believes  that  said  Black  was  one  of  the 
inspectors  at  box  No.  2,  at  Archer,  on  the  7th. 

PETER  DOUGHERTY,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  November  25, 1876. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

AFFIDAVITS  BY  FLOYD  DUKES. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Floyd  Dukes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was 
one  of  the  regularly  appointed,  qualified,  and  acting  inspectors  at  box  or  poll  number 
two,  (2,)  at  Archer,  in  Alachua  County,  Florida;  at  the  general  election  held  on  the 
seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676 ;  and  that  according  to  the  canvass  of  the  votes 
polled  at  said  box  number  two,  (2,)  as  made  by  him  as  such  inspector  after  the  closing 
of  said  poll,  the  true  and  correct  result  of  the  election  at  said  pi-ecinct  or  box  number 
two,  and  as  the  same  was  certified  to  by  him,  was  as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  governor,  George  F.  Dr^w  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136)  votes;  and 
for  governor,  Marccllus  L.  Stearns  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  (180)  votes ;  and 
that  the  democratic  candidates  for  lieutenant-gevemor,  mem^r  of  Congress,  presi- 
dential electors.  State  senators  for  13th  senatorial  district,  and  for  members  of  the 
assembly  from  Alachua  County,  received,  each  of  them  respectively,  the  same  number 
of  votes  at  said  box  or  poll  as  the  said  George  F.  Drew,  with  a  variation  of  not  more 
nor  less  than  two  or  three  votes.  And  that  at  said  box  or  poll  the  republican  candi- 
dates for  lieutenant-governor,  members  of  Congress,  presidential  electors,  State  sena- 
tors for  13th  senatorial  district,  and  for  members  of  the  assembly  from  AlachuA 
County,  received,  each  of  them  respectively,  the  same  number  of  votes  as  did  Marcel- 
lus  L.  Stearns,  above  mentioned,  with  a  variation  of  not  more  nor  lessHihan  two  or 
three  votes.  And  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  at  said  box  or  poll  No.  2  was 
three  hundred  and  eighteen,  (318,)  of  which  two  votes  were  thrown  aside  by  the 
iuMiectors  in  canvassing,  because  they  were  decided  to  be  two  votes  polled  toother 
and  cast  by  one  elector.  And  the  foregoing  was  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  poll 
or  box,  as  the  same  was  certified  by  this  afi&dayit  as  such  inspector  to  the  olerk  of  the 
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circnit  court  and  to  the  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Alachua  County,  and  as  the  san^ 
was  officially  announced  to  the  puhlic  after  the  canvass  of  said  poll  or  box  No.  two». 
(2;)  and  that  any  other  certificate  or  certificates  showing  any  different  result  of  saici 
election  at  said  poll  or  box  is  false  and  fraudulent. 

FLOYD  DUKES,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

R.  F.  TAYLOR, 
Notary  Public,  Alachua  County,  Florida.. 
State  of  Florida,  county  of  Alachua : 

Before  me  personally  came  Floyd  Dukes,  who»  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law^ 
says  that  he  was  one  of  the  regularly  api>ointed,  qualified,  and  acting  inspectors  at 
the  box  or  poll  No.  2,  at  Archer  precinct,  in  Alachua  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida^, 
at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  as  such  in- 
spector was  present  and  acted  at  said  box  or  poll  during  the  whole  of  the  said  7th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  of  the  poll,  and  with  the^ 
votes  oast  at  said  box  or  poll  at  said  election  on  said  day  were  duly  and  publicly 
canvassed  as  required  by  law,  and  that  the  total  number  of  votes  polled  at  said  box. 
No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  at  said  election  for  governor,  was  three  hundred  and 
sixteen,  exclusive  of  two  ballots  which  were  laid  aside  and  destroyed  and  not  com- 
puted in  the  result  of  said  canvass,  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  single  ballot  r 
•  and  upon  comparing  the  count  and  the  appearance  of  said  two  ballots,  a  majority  of 
the  board  of  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  were- 
of  opinion  that  the  ballots  thus  folded  together  as  aforesaid  were  voted  by  one  person  ;- 
and  that  of  the  said  three  hundred  and  sixteen  votes  polled  as  aforesaid  for  governor,. 
George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty -six  votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Steams  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  eighty  votes. 

And  that  of  the  votes  polled  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  at  said  elec- 
tion, on  said  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President,  Wilkinson  Call,  James  E.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock  each  . 
received  the  same  vote  as  was  received  at  said  box  No.  2  by  Greorge  F.  Drew  for  gov- 
ernor, with  a  variance  not  exceeding  five  votes  therefrom ;  and  for  electors  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C.  Humphries^  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H. 
Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long  each  received  the  same  vote  as  was  received  at  said  box 
No.  2  by  Marcelles  L.  Steams  for  governor,  with  a  variance  not  exceeding  five  vote^ 
therefrom. 

And  that  the  total  number  of  votes  polled  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct^ 
at  said  election,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, second  congressional  district,  was  three  hundred  and  twenty-one,  of  which 
Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  forty -one  votes  and  Horatio  Bisby,  jr.^  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  eighty  votes. 

And  that  J.  M.  Sparkman  and  P.  B.  H.  Dudly,  for  members  of  assembly  from  Alaohuft. 
County,  and  Thomas  F.  King,  for  senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  each 
received  the  same  number  of  votes  for  said  respective  offices  as  was  received  by  George 
F.  Drew  for  governor,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  than  three  votes  from  said  number  ; 
and  that  Leonard  0.  Dennis  and  William  K.  Cessna,  for  members  of  assembly  from 
Alachua  County,  and  J.  T.  Walls,  for  senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district, 
each  received  the  same  number  of  votes  for  said  respective  offices  as  were  received  f<»r 
governor  by  Marcellus  L.  Steams,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  than  three  votes  from 
said  number. 

And  that  upon  the  closing  of  the  polls  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at 
said  l>ox  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  the  votes  cast  then  at  said  election  were  duly 
and  publicly  canvassed,  and  the  result  of  said  election  and  canvass  at  said  box  No.  2 
was  thereupon  publicly  announced  by  the  inspectors  to  the  citizens  and  voters  theu 
present  in  the  vicinity  of  said  polling-place. 

And  that  Noble  A.  Hull,  for  lieutenant-governor,  received  the  same  number  of  votes 
at  said  box  No.  2  as  was  received  as  above  by  George  F.  Drew  for  governor ;  and  that 
David  Montgomery,  for  lieutenant-governor,  received  the  same  number  of  votes  at 
said  box  No.  2  as  was  received  as  above  by  Marcellus  L.  Steams  for  ,  with  a  varianco 
in  neither  case  exceeding  four  votes. 

And  that  the  result  of  said  election  and  canvass,  made  and  announced  as  above,  was- 
as  is  a1>ove  stated  in  this  affidavit,  and  that  any  statement  or  certificate  showing  or 

Purporting  to  show  any  other  or  different  result  of  said  election  or  canvass  at  said  box 
o.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  is  false  and  fraudulent. 

FLOYD  DUKES,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  thi&  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

R.  F.  TAYLOR, 
Notary  Public,  Alachua  County,  Florida 
Attest: 

Thos.  F.  King. 
J.  B.  Dawkins. 
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A  FERNANDINA.  MAN  WHO  PID  NOT  VOTE  AT  ARCHER. 

State  of  Florida,  county  of  Alachua : 

Before  me  persoually  came  Euffeue  Allen,  whose  name  appears  on  the  poll-list  of 
box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  of  Alachua  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
did  not  vote  at  Archer  precinct,  box  No.  2,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
«nd  that  he  did  not  vote  in  any  precinct  in  said  county  of  Alachua  on  the  said  7th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  he  was  in  Femandina,  Nassau  County,  Florida,  the 
entire  day  of  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

EUGEN  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Be!!ore  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came 
Charles  Bankmight,  James  W.  Williams,  and  George  Helveston,  who,  being  duly 
4Wom,  state  ander  oath  that  John  Lewis  and  Dick  Bell,  whose  names  appear  on  poll- 
list  of  Archer  precinct  box  No.  2,  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1876,  are  both  dead,  and  had  been  dead  more  than  two  years  previous  to  said 
^neral  election,  to  the  personal  knowledge  of  these  affiants. 

CHARLES  BANKBOGHT, 
J.  W.  WILLIAMS, 
GEO.  HELVERSTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

AFFIDAVIT  AS  TO  VOTERS  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county, 
Samuel  T.  Fleiuing,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  deposed  and  said  that  at 
the  request  of  several  citizens  of  the  county  of  Alachua  he  was  present  at  box  or  poll 
No.  2,  at  the  election-precinct  of  Archer,  in  said  county,  at  the  general  election  held 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876 ;  that  he  was  present  at  said  poll  or  box  from  the 
opening  till  the  close  of  the  polls  on  said  day ;  that  he  saw  every  person  who  voted 
at  said  box  on  said  day,  and  wrote  down  the  names  of  each  person  as  said  person  an- 
nounced his  name  and  delivered  his  ballot  to  the  inspectors  at  said  box  or  poll ;  that 
the  papers  attached  to  this,  marked  A,  B,  C^  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  J,  E,  L,  M,  N,  being  foui^ 
teen  pages,  containing  lists  of  names,  are  the  papers  on  which  he  wrote  the  names  of 
each  person  who  so  voted,  and  that  said  papers  show  the  names  of  all  who  voted  on 
said  day  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  2,  except  about  fifteen^  and  not  more  than  fifteen,  per- 
sons, who  were  in  the  room  where  the  inspectors  at  said  box  or  poll  sat  and  received 
the  votes,  the  said  fifteen  persons  voting  inside  of  said  room,  and  the  persons  whose 
names  affiant  wrote  down  on  said  papers  as  aforesaid  voting  from  the  outside  of  the 
room,  the  affiant  also  sitting  outside  of  said  room ;  that  affiant  is  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  a  citizen  of  and  legal  voter  in  said  county,  and  a  merchant  by  occupation,  and 
that  the  names  of  those  wno  appear  on  said  fourteen  pages  number  three  hundred  and 
five,  (305,)  and  that  affiant  knows  personally  and  by  name  every  person  of  the  said 
three  hundred  and  five,  except  four  or  five.  And  affiant  further  says  that  he  is  posi- 
tive that  not  more  than  fifteen  persons,  in  addition  to  the  said  three  hundred  and  five 
voters  whose  names  are  written  on  the  aforesaid  fourteen  papers,  voted  at  said  election 
at  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  and  that  he  does  not  think  there  were  so  many  as  fif- 
teen. And  affiant  further  says  that  he  has  lived  for  twenty-one  years  at  said  precinct 
of  Archer  and  within  seven  miles  of  it,  and  has  kept  store  at  Archer  (where  he  now 
keeps  store)  and  within  a  few  miles  of  it  for  nearly  eleven  years,  and  is  familiar  with 
the  names  and  persons  of  the  voters  of  that  part  of  Alachua  County,  and  has  had  deal- 
ings of  some  kind  with  nearly  every  voter  living  within  five  miles  of  Archer,  and  that 
there  were  not  more  than  ten  persons  who  voted  on  the  7th  of  November,  lt<76,  at  box 
No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  who  had  not  actually  bought  goods  from  him  at  his  store. 

SAMUEL  T.  FLEMING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  words 
**  William  H.  Belton,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  "  being  first  stricken  out. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office.  

[SEAL.]  L  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court 
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NA3IES  OF  VOTEBS  AT  PRECINCT  NO.  2. 


Abe  Hamilton. 
Wm.  Jones. 
Fry  Robinson. 
A.  Days. 
6.  Johnson. 
Tucker  Barnes. 
Dennis  Philips. 
Adam  Grant. 
Calip  Peterson. 
Tie  Bates. 
Sandy  White. 
Alfred  Coleman. 
Crocket  House. 
John  Hardee. 
Zack  Newton. 
George  Evans. 
Joel  Thompson. 
Gibbin  Allen. 
George  Warner. 
A.M.Reddick. 
James  Stewart. 
Jerry  Taylor. 
Moae  Brown. 
Jack  Row. 
Randall  Dickerson. 
Ben.  Peoples. 
Jacob  Brown. 
Ned  Brown. 
Albert  Long. 
Bob  Davis. 
Xefwr  Duncan. 
Alfred  Uger. 
Richard  Johnson. 
Ben.  London. 
Jesse  London. 
Thos.  Brown. 
Edmond  Brown. 
Pet^r  Span. 
Jacob  Jackson. 
Aaron  Thomas. 
Abnim  Bryant. 
Thomas  Haines. 
Xepbas  Long. 
Capers  Smith. 
Allen  Brown. 
Morris  Crocket. 
Nally  Reddick. 
Henry  Riley,  C 
Washington  Mosely. 
Hcnrv  Jones. 
Israel  Paden. 
£d.  Reynolds. 
Ned  White. 
Allen  Porby. 
Abe  Roberson. 
John  Badger. 
Jake  Tillman. 
Mike  Wadsworth. 
Pomp  Riley. 
Godfrey  Griffin. 
Bill  Taylor. 
Alexander  Pickens. 
James  Lewis. 
William  Hightomes. 
Joe  Jacobs. 
George  Washington. 
Isaac  Davis. 
H.  Scott. 
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Jackson  Standly. 
Tobe  Berregan. 
Alix  Davis. 
Marcus  Williams. 
Ephraim  Wade. 
Jack  Mickens. 
John  Nero. 
Allan  McCoy. 
Emanuel  Street. 
Dick  McGloughlin. 
William  Moss. 
Dick  Samuel. 
William  Rawls. 
Zed.  Roland. 
Jerry  Hunter. 
Anson  McLaughlin. 
Nelson  Abrams. 
Zack  Simpson. 
Caesar  Jackson. 
Shade  Brown. 
Julius  Halsey. 
Morris  Jackson. 
William  Spain. 
Willie  Mitchel. 
Mose  Roberts. 
Joshua  Coffer. 
W.  Rodgers. 
Wesly  Thomas. 
Charley  Robinson. 
Peter  Paden. 
Emanuel  Watterl. 
Henry  Span. 
Noah  Wilson. 
Hardy  Adams. 
Chambers  Jackson. 
Aaron  Blair. 
Thomas  Minton. 
Willis  Brice. 
Charlie  Mosely. 
Alic  McDowell. 
Sam.  Riley. 
Anderson  Arlign. 
John  Riley. 
Andrew  Leberth. 
Isaac  Anderson. 
Newton  Brown. 
Jany  Mitchell. 
Mitchell  Reeds. 
Dave  Williams. 
Harry  Jones. 
Stephen  Catalle. 
Joe  Adams. 
Alic  Cotman. 
Nero  Beryan. 
Jim  Minton. 
Madison  Jackson. 
Joe  J.  Jones. 
W.  O.  Colson. 
Harry  NeaL 
Moses  Johnson. 
Samuel  Right. 
James  Page. 
Robert  Rowten. 
Dave  Butler. 
Milton  Richardson. 
Alfro  Lawrence. 
Ruben  Reberth. 
Simon  Right. 


Alfred  Reberth. 
Hilliard  Broad. 
Wash.  Chapell. 
Jasper  McMullen. 
Watch  Walton. 
Jack  White. 
Ed,  Riley. 
Sanders  Williams. 
Ben.  Bland. 
Smart  Dorsee. 
Lewis  Lang. 
Ben.  Casteel. 
Peter  Weaver. 
Lewis  Cooper. 
Dock  Rogers. 
Jim  Brown. 
James  Garlington. 
J.  M.  Snowden. 
J.  J.  Griffin. 
George  Gramlin. 
Paul  Johnson. 
Ned  Gilbert. 
J.  J.  Helverston. 
Lewis  Molphus. 
Ephraim  Sham. 
Frank  Harrison. 
Samuel  Williams. 
George  Edwards. 
Ben.  Harrison. 
Guy  Right. 
Henry  Bouncer. 
Warren  Davis. 
Isaac  Saramacs. 
Thomas  Rollins. 
Samuel  McNeal. 
Adam  Beatty. 
Richard  Walton. 
Jesse  Wells. 
Wade  Brown. 
Amos  Brown. 
Kinchen  Reaves. 
Ed.  Jones. 
Charles  Jones. 
Pompey  Taskin. 
Richard  Doby. 
Oliver  Cam. 
Janey  McHagan. 
Sandy  Tyler. 
Bill  Coleman. 
James  McLin. 
Greorge  Johnson. 
Perry  Henderson. 
Andrew  Veal. 
Henry  Smith. 
Turner  Gray. 
Samuel  Jones. 
Dick  Days. 
Essex  James. 
Sandy  Qnantey. 
Gabriel  Harrison. 
Philip  Anderson. 
Henry  Adams. 
William  Johnson. 
Walter  Summers. 
Frank  Thompson. 
Henry  Bell.    . 
Abe  Scriven. 
Anderson  Hunter. 


Scipio  Hunter. 
Nelson  Brown. 
Henry  Peterson. 
Wash.  Fuller. 
Sam.  Anderson. 
Fred.  Jordon. 
Chester  Mosely. 
Ed.  Roberts. 
Scipio  Webb. 
Miu^o  Frazier. 
Lewis  Redden. 
Simon  Veal. 
Fortune  Natteel. 
John  Natteel. 
Starling  Hunt. 
Dick  Crocket. 
Peter  Brown. 
Edward  Owens. 
Andrew  Agison. 
Amos  Hunter. 
Albert  Beatly. 
Samuel  Stephens. 
Henry  Wiggins, 
Charles  Williams. 
Blllie  Woods. 
W.  H.  Gineer. 
Henry  Boykin. 
Deverbo  Duncan. 
McStreet. 
Jack  Thomas. 
Ramsey  Mitchell. 
Charley  Walker. 
Peter  Pinckney. 
James  McLin. 
Dennis  Perry. 
Wash.  Mosely. 
Lewis  Cherry. 
Goings,  Jonas. 
Andrew  Mosely. 
Randel  Robinson. 
G^K)rge  Harrison. 
Alio  Boykin. 
Manuel  Middleton. 
T.  J.  McKinney. 
David  Brisco. 
Jacob  Johnson. 
Frank  Brown. 
Lewis  Mack. 
Samuel  Duncan. 
Richard  Sams. 
Allen  Bailey. 
Solomon  Lewis. 
Jaco  Johnson. 
John  Lewis. 
Wilson  Robinson, 
Jacob  Row. 
Greorge  Woods. 
Aaron  Rollins. 
Frank  Colding, 
Jim  Adams. 
Thomas  Thomas. 
Pompey  Lawrence. 
John  Beatty. 
Boss  Haines. 
Dublin  Williams. 
Moses  McLin. 
Henry  Ladsen. 
Charley  Robinson. 
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Xame$  of  voters  at  precinct  JSo,  2 — Contiuaed. 


Henry  Washington. 
Jim  Bingham. 
Albert  Tyler. 
Maior  Reddick. 
Bill  Jones. 
Thomas  Mitchell. 
Adam  Cooper. 
David  Brown. 


Dublin  Nimmony. 
Wash.  Wilson. 
Irvin  Johnson. 
Sol.  Warren. 
Jack  Robinson.     ^ 
D.  G.  Havard. 
Eliaa  Sapp. 
William  Henderson. 


Richard  Jackson. 
Ed.  Paine. 
William  Harris. 
Mark  Williams. 
Mjvdison  Williams. 
£d.  L.  Young. 
W.  A.  Geiger. 
William  Snowden. 


S.  Fleming. 
William  Williams. 
Daniel  Cooper. 
Joil  Holt. 
Reuben  Wilson. 
Jordan  Thomas. 
Horace  Wilson. 


AFFIDAVIT  AS   TO  FRAUDULEXT  NAMES. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said 
county,  Samuel  T.  Fleming,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  upon  his  oath  deposed  and  said 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Alachua  County,  Florida ;  that  he  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age; 
is  a  merchant,  and  is  doing  business  at  Archer,  one  of  the  election-precincts  of  said 
county,  and  has  been  doing  business  at  that  place  for  several  years  past;  that  he  has  lived 
at  said  Archer  and  at  Wacahoota,  about  seven  miles  from  Archer,  for  the  past  twenty- 
one  years,  and  has  been  in  business  as  a  merchant  at  those  places  for  the  past  eleven 
yeara,  and  is  familiar  with  the  names  and  faces  of  nearly  all  the  persons  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  voting  at  said  Archer ;  that  he  was  at  poll  of  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer,  at  the 
general  election  held  on  the  7th  November,  1«76,  from  the  opening  till  the  close  of  the 
polls  on  that  day ;  that  he  was  so  present,  at  the  request  of  several  citizens  of  said 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  writing  down  the  names  of  all  the  persons  voting  at  said  box 
on  that  day ;  that  he  did  write  down  the  names  of  each  and  every  person  who  voted  at 
said  box  from  the  outside  of  the  room  in  which  the  inspectors  at  said  box  held  the 
election,  and  wrote  down  the  name  of  each  voter  as  he  announced  his  name  and  deliv- 
ered his  ballot  to  the  inspectors ;  and  that  the  number  of  persons  so  voting  outside  of 
said  room  was  three  hundred  and  five ;  and  that  these  were  all  the  votes  cast  at  that 
box,  except  not  more  than  fifteen  who  voted  inside  of  said  room,  and  whose  names 
were  not  written  down  by  affiant. 

This  affiant  further  states  that  he  examined  the  copy  of  poll-list  at  box  No.  2  of  said 
Archer  precinct,  certified  to  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Alachua  county,  and 
attached  hereto,  marked  "A,"  and  showing,  as  stated  by  said  clerk,  five  hundred  and 
thirty-five  votes ;  that  from  said  certified  list  affiant  has  made  a  list  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  (163)  names,  which  list,  marked  **B,"  is  hereto  attached:  that  Ed. 
Ferris,  one  of  said  one  hundred  and  sixty-three,  did  not,  to  affiant's  knowledge,  on  the 
said  seventh  of  November,  live  in  the  county  of  Alachua ;  but  did,  to  affianrs  knowl- 
edge, live  in  the  county  of  Marion^  Florida  ;*  that  one  of  said  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  to  wit,  William  Posey,  did  not,  to  affiant's  knowledge,  live  in  said  connty  of 
Alachua  on  said  seventh  of  November ;  that  to  affiant's  knowledge  John  Lewis,  one  of 
said  one  hundred  and  sixty- three,  was  dead  fully  two  years  before  said  7th  November; 
that  affiant  does  not  know,  and  never  before  heard,  of  any  others  of  said  one  hnndred 
and  sixty-three ;  that  it  is  impossible  that  any  one  of  said  163  could  have  voted  at  said 
box  2  on  said  7th  November  without  the  knowledge  of  affiant ;  and  that  no  one  of  said 
163  persons  whose  names  are  written  in  said  list  "B"  did  vote  at  said  box  No.  2  of 
Archer  precinct  on  the  said  7th  November,  1876 ;  and  that  in  addition  to  said  163 
names  the  names  of  various  persons  are  repeated  in  said  certified  copy  of  poll-list  once, 
twice,  or  thrice,  or  four  times  in  the  same  or  in  a  slightly-varied  form;  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  said  poll-list  of  names  in  excess  of  the  number  hereinbefore  stated  by  me 
as  having  voted  at  said  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  at  said  election,  is  absolutely  false, 
and  fraudulently  sworn  to  and  subscribed. 

SAMUEL  T.  FLEMING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  23,  A.  D.  1876,  as  witness  my 

hand  and  seal  of  office.  .  

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
B. 


Julius  Mills. 
Joseph  Madison. 
Cyrus  Jenkins. 
Lewis  Watson. 
Cyrus  Colbert. 
Engine  Allin. 
William  Cornish. 
Wash.  Harris. 
Cato  Daniel. 


Isaac  Hall. 
N.  Coleman, 
Murch  Gilmore. 
Joe  Colbert. 
Duncan  Johnson. 
Vir^l  Greor^e. 
Daniel  Wilhams. 
Toney  MoGinnis. 
Adam  Price. 


Richard  Crockett. 
Julius  Woods. 
James  Clinton. 
Thomas  Hodge. 
Ben,  Argent 
Nelson  Labrook. 
William  Posey. 
Jerry  Brewer. 
William  Testament. 


Crockett  Mitchell. 
Hiram  Natted. 
Ben.  Lewis. 
January  Philips. 
Philun  Wilson. 
William  Moseley. 
Lewis  Long. 
John  Lewis. 
A.  Williams. 
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William  Bryant. 
Jim  Welsh. 
Archer  Brown. 
Dick  Green. 
Lymns  Reddick. 
Sandy  Evans. 
Thomas  Davis. 
Samuel  Tyler. 
William  Meigs. 
David  Thomas. 
David  Jones. 
Van  Lunday. 
Lncius  Williams. 
Jerry  Allen. 
Dennis  Green. 
Robert  Simmons. 
Martin  Floyd. 
Pompey  Godfi*ey. 
Archer  Adams. 
James  Woodruff. 
Horace  Jenkins. 
Lawson  Benjamin. 
Stowley  Johnson. 
Lucins  Williams. 
John  Smith. 
WUliam  Wyley. 
Janoary  Page. 
Milton  Walker. 
Burell  Reed. 
TuUy  Spencer. 
John  Walker. 
Darby  Jones. 


Seymour  Jackson. 
Burt  Williams. 
Easaw  Jacobs. 
WiUiamWyly. 
Rupert  Jackson. 
Greorge  Terry. 
Alick  Moody. 
Josiah  Pitts. 
Richard  Halton. 
Peter  Palmer. 
Stephen  Grey. 
W.  T.  Chussan. 
M.  Williams. 
Webster  Atkins. 
Henry  Clark. 
Isaac  Mundin. 
Charles  Aynest. 
Adam  Perry. 
Lymus  Atkins. 
Laurance  Neel. 
Fayette  Redding. 
George  Butler. 
George  Lewis. 
Sandy  Evans. 
Samuel  Tyler. 
Jim  Edwards. 
Harmon  Jones. 
Moses  Cooper. 
Isaac  Barron. 
John  Ervin. 
Toby  Johnson. 
Isaac  Harrison. 


Gaston  Henry. 
William  Foster. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
William  Moseley. 
George  Laner. 
James  McCrew. 
Albert  Long. 
Dick  Crockett. 
James  Adi^mson. 
John  Coy. 
John  Grant. 
Reuben  Ford. 
George  Caldron. 
Peter  Randall. 
W.  Smith. 
Gebbie  Anderson. 
H.  Days. 
L.  Elbert. 
George  Emery. 
Baccus  Rogers. 
Billy  Matheson. 
John  Bayley. 
Dick  Bell. 
Archer  Stanley. 
Lewis  King. 
Jerrv  Farmer. 
Ed.  Terry. 
Badlum  Ambrose. 
Wallace  White. 
Jerry  Allen. 
Stewart  Isaacs. 
Andrew  Bradley. 


Solomon  Fulsom. 
Manico  Lewis. 
Robert  Williams. 
Trapp  Jones. 
Dick  Simmons. 
Moses  Cooper. 
D.  Terry. 
Henry  Cloud. 
Thomas  Johnson. 
George  Busley. 
Davis  Baker. 
William  M.  Haynes 
Samuel  Young. 
Jim  Allison. 
W.  Green. 
Green  Moore. 
R.  Moore. 
H.  Garvin. 
A.  Astun. 
Jim  Conly. 
Jasper  Johnson. 
William  Lewis. 
John  Anderson. 
Frank  Williams. 
James  M.  Stewart. 
Jesse  Brown. 
Harry  Days. 
John  Wilson. 
George  Read. 
W.  Bryant. 
Alick  Hamilton. 


POLL-LIST. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

a 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28, 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 


Pompey  Godfrey. 

Archer  Adams. 

Moses  Maxwell. 

James  Woodruff. 

Horace  Jenkins. 

Lawson  Benja- 
min. 

Stanley  Johnson. 

Lucius  Williams. 

John  Smith. 

Jasper  Johnson. 

WilliaDa  Wiley. 

January  Page. 

MUton  Walker. 

WlUiam  Lewis. 

Burrel  Reed. 

Tully  Spencer. 

John  Walker. 

David  Jones. 

William  Griffin. 

John  Anderson. 

Seymour  Jack- 
son. 

William  Jones. 

Albert  Beaty. 

Frank  Laberth. 

Burt  Williams. 

Ciesar  Jacobs. 

WiUiam  Wyly. 

Rupert  Jackson. 

Frank  Williams. 

George  Terry. 

Aleck  Moody. 

James  M.  Stew- 
art. 


33.  Albert  Wright. 

34.  Josiah  Pettis. 

35.  Richard  Hatton. 

36.  George  Edwards. 

37.  Peter  Palmer. 

38.  Wallace  White. 

39.  Stephen  Grey. 

40.  Jesse  Brown. 

41.  W.  T.  Chism. 

42.  Mack  Williams. 

43.  John  Coy. 

44.  George  Emory. 

45.  Harry  Days. 

46.  Thomas     Ander- 

son. 

47.  Bacbus  Rogers. 

48.  John  Wilson. 

49.  Billy  Mathison. 

50.  John  Bayley. 

51.  Dick  Bell. 

52.  Arch  Stanley. 

53.  Lewis  King. 

54.  Jerry  Farmer. 

55.  Edward  Terry. 

56.  Balum  Ambrose. 

57.  Jerry  Allen. 
5d.  Stewart  Isaacs. 
Andrew  Bradley. 
Dennis  Green. 
Solomon  Fulsom. 
Morris  Lewis. 
Robert  Williams. 
Trapp  Jones. 
John  Brown. 
Julius  Mills. 


Joseph  Madison. 
George  Reed. 
Cyrus  Jenkins. 
Edward  Harder. 
Lewis  Watson. 
W.  Bryant. 
Aleck  Hamilton. 
Thomas  Anderson. 
George  Washington 
Cyrus  Colbert. 
Engine  Allen. 
Hiram  Natin. 
William  Cornish. 
Lewis  Long. 
Wash  Hams. 
Cato  Daniel. 
Charley  Adams. 
Isaac  Hall. 
James  Harris. 
John  Lewis. 
N.  Coleman. 
Tully  Spencer. 
March  Gilmore. 
Jos.  Colbert. 
A.  Williams. 
Duncan  Johnson. 
Virgil  Gteorge. 
Daniel  Williams. 
Taney  McGinnis. 
Adam  Prince. 
Richard  Crockett. 
John  Davis. 
Julius  Woods. 
William  Bryant. 
James  McClinton. 


William  Posey. 
Ben  Aguent. 
Nelson  Labrooke. 
Jesse  Brewer. 
Thomas  Hoge. 
Simon  Mitchell. 
Ned  Brown. 
George  Jones. 
John  Smith. 
Harry  Dean. 
Isaac  Jones. 
John  Grant. 
George  Hall. 
Wilson  Dixon. 
J.  Duncan. 
Jack  Stephens. 
Robert  Simons. 
Ruben  Ford. 
George  Caldrons,  S. 
Joe  .Johnston. 
Peter  Rundel. 
W.  Smith. 
Alfred  Hugd. 
Gibby  Anderson,  S. 
Dan  Johnson. 
H.Days. 
Jim  Jones. 
John  Riley. 
Henry  N.  Williams. 
Henry  Clark. 
Isaac  Munden. 
John  Michel. 
Thomas  Williams. 
William  Testament. 
Crockett  Mitchell,  S. 
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Archer  Brown,  8. 
Dick  Green. 
Adams  Berry. 
Albert  Davis. 
Bairains  Nero. 
Acnew  Charles. 
Adam  Perry. 
Wesley  Atkins. 
Jerry  Allen. 
Lymus  Atkins. 
John  Natal. 
Lymus  Reddick,  S. 
Godfrey  Griffin. 
Laurance  Neal,  S. 
Tom  Williams. 
Lyman  PAffe,  S. 
Lucas  Wilnams. 
Fate  Redding,  8. 
George  Butler. 
George  Lewis,  8. 
Thomas  Davis,  8. 
Sandy  Evans. 
Monaco  Jackson. 
Thomas  Reed. 
John  Smith. 
James  Green. 
Samuel  Tyler. 
Jim  Edwards. 
Joe  Jackson. 
Pompey  Laurance. 
Joseph  Adams. 
Frank  Brown. 
John  Mans. 
Lucius  Williams. 
William  Muek,  S. 
David  Thomas. 
James  Scott. 
Jolly  Cattle. 
George  Hughs. 
8.  Thomas. 
D.  Davis. 
Frank  Jones. 
William  Peterson. 
J.  Brown. 
Robert  Johnson. 
Peter  Adams. 
James  Minton. 
Ben  Lewis. 
Perry  Jacobs. 
Allen  Cooper. 
Tom  Jackson. 
Lewis  Barks. 
January  Adamson. 
Hector  Williams. 
John  Williams. 
James  Harrison. 
A.  Simmons. 
Anderson  Samuel. 
Maston  Floyd. 
Thomas  Harris. 
A.  Brown. 
A.  O'Stran. 
Jim  Con  ley,  S. 
W.  Johnson. 
R.  Nelson. 
Joe  Adams. 
Henry  Natul. 
David  Brown. 


A.  Foster. 
John  Davis. 
Henry  Gavin. 
R.  Moore. 
Green  Moore. 
F.  Randal. 
January  Philips. 
W.  Green. 

Jim  Allison. 
Samuel  Yongc. 
Andrew  Jones. 
Burt  Williams,  S. 
W.  M.  Hays. 
Davis  Baker. 
John  Smith. 
George  Bonsby. 
Tom  Johnson. 
D.  Perry. 
Washington  Mosely. 

B.  Haines. 
Dublin  Williams,  8. 
Lewis  Cherry,  S. 
Moses  Maxwell,  8. 
Joseph  Bowan. 
Henry  Ludson. 
Samuel  McNeal. 
William  Johnson. 
Adam  Beaty. 
Walter  Summers. 
Richard  Mutton. 
Frank  Thompson,  S. 
Henry  Bell. 

Jesse  Mills. 
Wade  Brown. 
Abram  Sims. 
Amos  Brown. 
Kinchen  Reeves. 
Ed.  Jones. 
J.  J.  Jones. 
Nelson  Brown. 
Henry  Peterson. 
Pompey  Gaskin. 
James  W.  Fuller. 
Richard  Dobey. 
January  McHagan. 
Chester  Moses. 
James  Williams. 
Stewart  Ducey,  S. 
Harmon  Jones. 
Lewis  Lung. 
Stephen  Catlin. 
Ben.  Castil. 
Aleck  Cottinan. 
Moses  Cooper. 
Isaac  Barpian. 
Doc.  Rogers. 
James  Brown. 
Henry  Washington. 
Madison  Jackson. 
J.  Garland. 
J.  W.  Snowden. 
Ruben  Robinson. 
W.  O.  Colsing. 
S.  J.  Griffin. 

C.  Robinson. 
Havey  Meal,  S. 
George  Grumbling. 
James  Page,  S. 


J.  J.  Hilveston. 
George  Edwards. 
Ben  Harrison. 
Albert  Reberth,  C.  <& 

S. 
G.  W.  Chappell. 
David  Williams. 
Harvey  Jones. 
Peter  Wever. 
James  Brown. 
Moses  Johnson. 
P.  Johnson. 
L.  Wright. 
Ed.  Gilbert,  S. 
Joel  Malphers. 
David  Butler. 
Ephram  Shaw. 
Edward  Ford. 
Milton  Richardson. 
Frank  Harrison. 
S.  Williams. 
RubenD.E.Bei*th,S. 
John  Ervine. 
L.  Elbert. 
Allen  Cooper. 
Toby  Johnson. 
Isaac  Harrison. 
Philin  Wilson,  S. 
Gaston  Henry. 
William  Foster. 
Dick  Simmons. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
William  Cornish. 
William  Moseley. 
George  Lane. 
Henry  Washington. 
S.  Lewis. 
Joel  Holt. 
Charles  Williams. 
Dulbo  Duncan,  S. 
W.  H.  Geiger. 
Mack  Street 
James  Adamson,  S. 
David  Jones. 
Perry  Henderson. 
Lyman  Veal. 
Andrew  Veal. 
Fortune  Natiel. 
Henry  Smith. 
John  Natiel. 
Turner  Grey. 
Starling  Hunt. 
Samuel  Jones. 
Dick  Brocket. 
Toby  Bareaum,  S. 
Peter  Paton. 
Aleck  Davis. 
Edmannel  Natiel. 
William  Ellis. 
Henry  Snann,  8. 
Ephram  Wade. 
Noah  Wilson. 
Jack  Milkins. 
Harder  Adams. 
John  Nelson. 
Chambers  Jackson. 
Allen  McCoy. 
Aaron  Blair. 


Manuel  Street,  8. 

Thomas  Win  ton. 

Dick  McLaughlin. 

Willis  Brice. 

William  Moses. 

Charles  Moseley. 

Jake  Samuel,  8. 

Aleck  McDowell. 

William  Rawls,  8. 

Samuel  Riley. 

Samuel  Andersoo,  C. 
<&S. 

Oliver  Cams,  8. 

Fred  Jordan,  C.  &;  a 

Cupid  Hunter. 

Jack  Johnson. 

Anderson  Hunter. 

William  Woods. 

Wilson  Robinson,  S. 

J.  Rowe. 

Geoi*ge  Woods. 

A.  Rollins. 

J.  Thomas. 

Frank  Coleman. 

Primus  Mitchell. 

C.  Walker. 

Thomas  Thomas. 

James  McCun. 

John  Beaty. 

Georee  W.  Harrisoo. 

Jim  Bingham. 

Aleck  Boykin. 

Albert  Tyler. 

Manuel  Middleton,  S. 

Major  A.  Reddick. 

J.  F.  McLinney. 

Wm.  Jones. 

David  Brisooe. 

Geo.  Rollins,  S. 

Anderson  Aldrich. 

Jerry  Hunter. 

John  Riley. 

Anderson  McLaugh- 
lin, 8. 

Andrew  De  Birth,  S. 

Isaac  Anderson,  S. 

Jack  White. 

Newton  Brown. 

Edward  RQey,  S. 

J.  Mitchell. 

Sanders  Williams. 

Mitchel  Reed. 

Be^j.  Bland. 

Peter  Spann. 

Sandy  White. 

Jacob  Jackson. 

Alfred  Coleman. 

Aaron  Thomas. 

Crockett  House,  S. 

Abram  Bryant,  S. 

John  Harder. 

Thomas  Haines. 

Jack  Wintoo. 

Nepus  Logan. 

George  Evans. 

Capers  Smith. 

Joel  Thompson. 

Allen  J.  Brown. 
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Gibby  Allen. 
Morris  Crocket. 
George  Warner,  S. 
Nannt  Keddick. 
Thomas  Mitchell. 
Jacob  Johnson. 
Adam  Cooper. 
•Frank  Brown. 
David  Brown. 
Lewis  Mack. 
Dablin  Miuons. 
R.  H.  Black. 
G.  R.  Moore,  S. 
Thomas  H.  Vance. 
Samuel  Duncan. 
Richard  Sems. 
Washington  Wilson. 
Irvin  Johnson,  8. 
Allen  Bailey. 
Samuel  Warren. 
Jack  Robinson. 
W.  A.  Geiger. 
£.  J.  Hurnurd. 
W.  A.  Snowdon. 
Eli  Sapp. 

Samuel  T.  Fleming. 
Wm.  Henderson,  S. 
William  Williams. 
Edward  Peterson. 
Shadrack  Simmons. 
S^ncer  Frazier. 
Richard  Jackson. 


Abram  Roddick. 
Henry  Riley. 
James  Stewart. 
Wash  Moseley. 
Jeremiah  Taylor. 
Henry  Jones. 
Moses  Brown. 
Israel  Patton,  S. 
Jack  Rowe. 
Edward  Reynolds,  S. 
Randal  DicKSon. 
Ned  White.  S. 
Benj.  Peoples,  S. 
Hilliard  Brown. 
James  Lewis. 
William  Spann. 
William  Hightora. 
William  Mitchell. 
Jack  Jacobs. 
Monroe  Roberts,  S. 
George  Washington. 
Joseph  Coffee,  S. 
Isnac  Davis. 
William  Rogers. 
Henry  Scott. 
Wesley  Thomas. 
Jackson  Stanley,  S. 
Charles  Roberts. 
Richard  Days. 
Peter  Brown. 
Essex  James,  S. 
Edward  Owens. 


Sandy  Qnenty. 
Andrew  Agason. 
Daniel  Cooper. 
Edward  Payne,  S. 
William  Henry. 
Ruben  Wilson. 
Mark  Anthony  Will- 
iams. 
Jordan  Thomas. 
Madison  Williams. 
Horner  Williams. 
E.L.  Young. 
Floyd  Dukes. 
Albert  Soney. 
Adam  Nelson. 
Henry  Mathesou. 
Albert  Long. 
Benjamin  Evans. 
Abram  Hamilton. 
Robert  M.  Davis. 
Fry  S.  Robinson. 
Wilson  Duncan,  S. 
Sandy  Tyler. 
Edward  Roberts. 
M.  Coleman. 
Scipio  Nibb. 
James  Maxwell. 
Mingo  Frazier. 
George  Johnson. 
Lewis  Redding. 
Gabriel  Harrison. 
Abram  Hunter,  S. 


Philip  Anderson. 
Albert  Beaty. 
Henry  Adams. 
Sam  Stephens. 
Henry  Wiggins. 
Adam  Days,  S. 
C^rge  Johnson. 
Dick  Johnson.. 
Packer  Barnes. 
Vann  Sunday. 
Dennis  Phillips. 
Jessie  Loudon. 
Adam  Grant. 
Thomas  Brown. 
Caleb  Peterson. 
Edmond  Brown. 
Ray  Botz. 
Allen  Purvey. 
Jacob  Brown. 
Ned  Brown. 
John  Badger. 
Jake  Tellman. 
Nelson  Abrams. 
Mike  Wadsworth,  S. 
Zack  Simpson. 
Pompey  Riley. 
Cteser  Jackson,  S. 
Godfrey  Griffin,  S. 
Shade  Brown. 
Peter  Taylor. 
Julius  Halsay,  S. 
Alex.  Pickens. 


State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit,  in  and 
for  Alachua  County,  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  names,  consisting  of 
five  hundred  and  thirty-five  (535)  in  number,  are  true  and  correct  copies  of  the  names 
aa  they  appear  on  the  poll-list  from  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  in  the  county  of  Alachua, 
the  same  rorming  a  complete  copy  of  said  lists,  upon  separate  sheets  of  paper  found  in 
the  ballot-box,  excepting  the  numbers  at  the  top  of  the  pages  and  against  the  names, 
which  were  put  there  bv  the  grand  Jury  of  Alachua  County  in  my  presence,  said  copies 
embracing  five  sheets  of  paper,  the  original  consisting  of  six,  as  appears  on  file  in  my 
office.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  officially  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  circuit  court  this  21M  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SKAL.]  L  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OP  VOTE. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  i>er8onal1y  came  Samuel  C.  Tucker,  Wade  A.  Geiger,  and  George  Blitch, 
each  of  whom  being  personally  and  severally  sworn,  says,  each  for  himself,  that  they 
and  each  of  them  were  present  at  poll  or  box  No.  two  (2^  at  Archer,  in  Alachua 
CoaBty,  Florida,  at  the  canvass  of  the  votes  oast  at  said  poll  or  box  at  the  general 
election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  that  they  and  each  of  them'at- 
tended  closelv  to  the  canvass  of  said  box  or  precinct,  and  kept  memoranda  of  the  re- 
solt  of  said  election  at  said  box  or  precinct  as  the  same  was  officially  announced  by  the 
inspectors  and  clerk  of  the  election  at  said  precinct  or  box,  and  that  said  result  of 
said  election  as  the  public  by  said  inspectors  was  as  follows,  viz :  for  governor,  George  F. 
Drew  received  one  nnndred  and  thirty-edx  (136)  votes ;  and  for  governor,  Marcellus 
Lu  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  (180)  votes;  and  that  all  the  other 
democratic  candidates  for  the  various  offices  of  lieutenant-governor,  presidential  elect- 
ors, members  to  Congress,  senators  for  the  13th  senatorial  district,  and  members  of  the 
assembly  from  Alacnua  County,  received  for  said  respective  offices  the  same  number 
of  votes  as  did  George  F.  Drew  above  mentioned,  with  a  variation  of  not  more  nor  less 
than  two  or  three  votes,  and  that  all  the  republican  candidates  for  the  various  offices 
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above  mentioned  received  each  of  these  the  same  namber  of  votes  as  did  Marcellas  L. 

fitearns  above  mentioned,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  nor  less  than  two  or  three  votes. 

SAMUEL  C.  TUCKER, 
W.  A.  GEIGER. 
GEORGE  BLITCH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

R.  F.  TAYLOR, 
Notary  Public,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

And  the  said  Samuel  C.  Tucker,  made  oath,  further  says  that  he  applied  to  the  in- 
spectors and  clerk  of  said  poll  or  box  No.  two  (2)  for  a  certified  copy  of  the  result  of 
said  election  at  said  poll  or  box,  and  that  the  inspector,  Richard  Black,  and  the  cl^k, 
one  Vaun,  refused  to  give  it  to  him. 

SAML.  C.  TUCKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  November,  1876. 

R.  F.  TA\XOR, 
Notary  Public,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

AFFIDAVITS  BY  GREEN  R.  MOORE. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  come  Green  R.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  be  wa 
one  of  the  regularly  appointed,  qualified,  and  acting  inspectors  at  box  or  poll  number 
two,  (2,)  at  the  precinct  of  Arcner,  in  Alachua  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  at  the 
general  election  held  the  seventh  (7)  day  of  November  A.  D.  1876,  and  that,  ac^M)rding 
to  the  canvass  of  the  votes  polled  at  said  box  or  precinct  No.  two,  (2,)  as  made  by 
them  as  such  inspectors,  after  the  closing  of  said  poll,  the  true  and  correct  result  of 
the  election  held  at  said  jrecinct  or  box  was  as  follows,  to  wit : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136)  votes,  Mar- 
cellus  Li,  Stearns,  for  governor,  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  (180)  votes ;  that  the 
democratic  candidates  for  lientenant-govemor,  for  presidential  electors,  for  Congress, 
for  the  State  senate  of  the  13th  senatorial  district,  and  for  the  assembly  in  Alachua 
County,  received  the  same  number  of  votes,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  nor  less  than 
two  or  three  votes  as  said  George  F.  Drew:  and  that  the  republican  candidates  for  the 
respective  offices  of  presidential  electors,  lieutenant-governor,  for  Congress  In  the  2d 
congressional  district,  for  State  senate  of  the  13th  senatorial  district,  for  the  assembly 
for  Alachua  Countv,  received  the  same  number  of  votes  as  said  Marcellas  L.  Steams, 
with  a  variation  of  not  more  nor  less  than  two  or  three  votes;  that  three  hundred  and 
and  eighteen  (318)  votes  were  polled  at  said  precinct,  and  two  of  said  votes  were 
thrown  out  because  of  their  being  folded  together. 

And  the  foregoing  was  the  result  of  the  election  held  at  said  poller  box,  as  the  same 
was  certified  by  the  affidavit  as  such  inspector  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  to 
the  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Alachua  County,  and  as  the  same  was  officially  an- 
nounced to  the  public  after  the  canvass  of  said  poll  or  box  No.  two,  (2,)  and  that  any 
other  certificate  or  certificates  showing  any  different  result  of  said  election  held  at 
said  poll  or  box  are  false  and  fraudulent. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  November,  1876. 

R.  F.  TAYLOR, 
Notary  Public,  Alachua,  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  county  of  Alachua : 

Before  me  personally  came  Green  R.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law? 
says  that  he  was  one  of  the  regularly  appointed,  qualified,  and  acting  inspectors  at  box 
or  j>oll  No.  2  at  Archer  precinct,  in  Alachua  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  at  the 
general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876,  and,  as  such  inspector, 
was  present  and  acting  at  said  box  or  poll  during  the  whole  of  the  said  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  of  the  poll,  and  until  the  votes 
cast  at  said  box  or  poll  at  said  election  on  said  day  were  duly  and  publicly  canvassed, 
as  required  by  law. 

And  that  the  total  number  of  votes  polled  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct, 
at  said  election  for  governor,  was  three  hundred  and  sixteen,  exclusive  of  two  ballots 
which  were  laid  aside  and  destroyed  and  not  computed  in  tue  result  of  said  canvass, 
because  they  were  found  folded  together  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  single 
ballot,  and  upon  comparison  of  the  connt  and  the  appearance  of  said  two  ballots,  a 
majority  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer 
precinct,  were  of  opinion  that  the  ballots  thus  folded  together,  as  aforesaid,  were 
voted  by  one  person  ;  and  that  of  the  said  three  hundred  and  sixteen  votes  polled,  as 
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aforeeaidy  for  ffovernor,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  votes, 
and  Marcellns  Li.  Stearns  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes  ;  and  that  of  the  votes 
polled  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  at  said  election,  for  lieutenant-goVer- 
nor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  and  no  more ;  and  David 
Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  seventy -six  votes,  and  no  more ;  and  that  no 
other  person  was  voted  for  at  said  election,  at  said  box  No.  2,  for  lieutenant-governor. 

And  that  of  the  votes  polled  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  at  said  elec- 
tion, on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President,  Wilkenson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  f  orty-oAe  votes,  and  no  more ;  James 
E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  and  no  more  ;  Robert  B.  Hilton 
received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  and  no  more ;  and  Robert  Bullock  received 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  and  no  more ;  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  votes,  and  no  more.  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred 
and  seven ty-eighc  votes,  and  no  more  ;  William  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  votes,  and  no  more ;  and  Thomas  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  votes,  and  no  more ;  and  that  at  said  election,  at  said  box  No.  2,  other 
persons  than  the  eight  persons  last  above  mentioned  received  any  vote  for  elector  for 
President  and  Vice-President. 

And  that  the  total  number  of  votes  polled  at  said  election  for  representative  in 
Congress  for  the  second  congressional  district  was  three  hundred  and  twenty-one,  of 
which  Jesse  J.  Finly  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  and  Horatio  Bisby, 
jr.,  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes. 

And  that  J.  W.  Sparkman  and  B.  H.  Dudly,  for  members  of  assembly  for  Alachua 
County,  and  Thomas  F.  King  for  senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  each 
received  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said  election,  the  same  number  of  votes  for  said  respective 
oiBces  as  was  received  there  and  then  by  George  F.  Drew  for  governor,  with  a  variance 
of  not  more  than  five  votes  from  said  number;  and  that  said  Leonard  G.  Denis  and  Will- 
iam K.  Cessna,  for  members  of  the  assembly  from  Alachua  County,  and  J.  T.  Walls  for 
senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  each  received  at  said  box  No.  2,  at  said 
election,  the  same  number  of  votes  for  said  representative  office  as  was  then  and  there 
received  for  governor  by  Maroellus  L.  Steams,  with  a  variance  of  not  more  than  three 
votes  from  such  number. 

And  that  ujpon  the  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at 
said  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  the  votes  then  cast  at  said  election  were  duly 
and  publicly  canvassed,  and  the  result  of  said  election  and  canvass  of  said  box  No. 
2  was  thereupon  publicly  announced  by  the  inspectors,  to  the  citizens  and  voters 
tiien  present  in  the  vicinity  of  said  polling-place,  and  that  the  result  of  said  canvass 
was  as  is  above  stated  in  this  affidavit ;  and  that  «any  statement  or  certificate  showing 
or  porporting  to  show  any  other  or  dififerent  result  of  said  election  or  canvass  at 
saia  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  precinct,  than  is  above  set  forth,  is  false  and  fraudu- 
lent. 

And  affiant  further  says  that  he  was  appointed  and  acted  at  said  election  at  said  box 
No.  2  as  a  republican  inspector,  and  at  said  election  voted  the  full  republican  ticket, 
national^  State,  and  county. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  W.  Henry  Belton,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Alachua,  State  of  Florida,  this  22d  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  HENRY  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF   W.   H.  BELTON. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  W.  H.  Belton,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
says  that  he  is  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  dulv  appoint^  and  qualified,  and  acting  as 
such,  iu  and  for  said  county  of  Alachua,  and  was  so  qualified  and  acting  on  the  7th 
of  November  instant,  and  ever  since  that  date ;  that  being  such  justice  of  the  peace, 
he  was  duly  called  in  as  one  of  the  county  canvassers  of  tne  vote  of  said  count v  cast 
at  the  general  election  held  therein  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that 
he  thereupon  acted  as  one  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers  of  said  election  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  canvass  made  by  said  board  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  election ;  that  he 
consented  to  and  approved  the  action  of  said  county  canvassers  in  the  canvass  of  the 
votes  certified  to  have  been  cast  in  all  the  precincts  of  said  county,  excepting  the  vote 
from  box  No.  2  at  Archer  precinct  in  said  county,  which  vote  afi&ant  believes  and  de- 
clares was  not  truly  certined  and  filed  as  required  by  law,  but  the  certificate  of  the 
vote  cast  at  said  box  No.  2  was  falsely  and  fraudulently  changed,  altered,  and  forged, 
so  as  to  show  an  elitirely  different  result  of  the  said  election  at  said  box  No.  2  at  Archer 
precinct  from  the  true  and  correct  result  thereof.  And  affiant  further  says  that  the 
false  and  fraudulent  character  of  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  said  election  at 

aid  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  was  made  fully  and  conclusively  to  appear  to  said 
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board  of  county  canvassers  when  they  proceeded  to  the  canvass  of  the  vote  and  cer- 
tificate from  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  by  sufficient  and  uncontradicted  evidence, 
and  that  affiant  thereupon  refused  to  receive,  consider,  or  canvass  the  said  certificate 
of  the  result  of  the  election  at  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  as  evidence  of  the  vote  polled 
at  said  box  No.  2 ;  but  that,  notwithstanding  said  refusal,  the  majority  of  the  said 
board,  consisting  of  J.  £.  Webster,  county  clerk,  and  L.  A.  Barnes,  sheriff  of  said 
county,  admitted,  counted,  and  canvassed  the  said  certificate  as  true  and  sufficient, 
and  counted  and  included  the  votes  therein  set  forth  as  cast  for  the  different  persons 
whose  names  were  mentioned  in  said  certificate  in  the  county  canvass  of  the  votes 
I>olled  at  said  election  as  the  same  is  now  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of 
said  county  of  Alachua,  and  as  the  same  has  been  certified  to  the  governor  and  to  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  the  said  county  canvass,  as  the  same 
was  fmade  by  said  board  of  canvassers,  and  as  the  same  is  of  record,  and^as  been 
certified  as  aforesaid,  is  merely  an  aggregation  of  the  votes  shown  by  the  several  cer- 
tificates of  the  inspectors  of  all  the  different  precincts  or  polling-places  in  the  said 
county  to  have  been  cast  at  said  election  for  the  several  persons  whose  names  and  the 
votes  for  whom  are  upon  said  certificates  set  forth,  as  shown  by  a  tabular  statement 
of  the  said  votes  so  certified  to  have  been  cast  at  the  several  precincts  of  said  county, 
made  by  the  county  clerk  of  said  county,  who  was  acting  as  clerk  of  the  said  board  of 
county  canvassers  at  the  time  said  canvass  was  made ;  which  tabular  statement,  cer- 
tified by  said  clerk,  is  hereto  attached  and  made  part  of  this  affidavit ;  and  said  county 
canvass,  of  record  and  certified  as  aforesaid,  includes  the  whole  vote  marked  in  said 
tabular  statement  opposite  to  name  of  precinct  Archer  No.  2,  and  as  having  been  cast 
at  said  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  for  the  various  persons  whose  names  are  written  in 
said  statement,  and  purporting  to  have  been  cast  for  them  ;  and  said  county  canvass, 
of  the  votes  cast  at  said  general  election  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876,  as  the  same  was  made  by  the  said  board  of  county  canvassers,  and  ss  the  same  is 
of  record  and  has  been  certified  to  the  governor  and  to  the  secretary  of  state  as  afore- 
said, includes,  in  the  vote  therein  certified  to  have  been  cast  at  said  election  for  Mar- 
cellus  L.  Steams,  for  governor,  the  whole  number  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
votes,  and  for  David  Montgomery,  for  lieutenant-jfovemor,  the  whole  number  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety-five  votes.      For  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  for  Representative  in  Con- 

rss  from  the  second  congressional  district,  or  for  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles 
Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  Long,  severally,  for  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President.  And  affiant  further  says  that  he  refused  to  approve  or  sign  the  certifi- 
cate or  return  made  by  the  said  board  of  county  canvassers,  oecause  it  included  the 
votes  purporting,  by  the  said  false,  fraudaleiit,  and  forged  return  or  certificate,  to  have 
been  polled  at  said  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  and  made  a  minority  report  or  retom, 
as  one  of  the  county  canvassers  as  aforesaid,  containing  a  statement  of  matters  relating 
to  said  canvass  and  to  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  and  filed  the  same  in  the  office  of 
the  county  clerk,  and  directed  him  to  forward  certified  copies  of  the  same,  with  the 
certificate  of  the  said  board  of  county  canvassers,  to  the  governor  and  to  the  aecretary 
of  state ;  and  affiant  he^to  attaches  a  copy  of  his  said  report  or  return,  adopting  and 
re-affirming  the  truth  of  the  statement  therein  made,  and  makes  the  same  a  part  of 
this  affidavit. 

W.  H.  HELTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  November,  A.  D.  1876.  The  words  ''and 
chosen  to  act  in  the  place  of  the  county  judge,  who  was  a  candidate  and  voted  for 
at  said  election,"  on  first  page,  were  erased  before  signing. 

S.  F.  HALLIDAY, 

Notary  Public. 

STATEMENT  OF  W.  H.  BELTON. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

I,  William  H.  Helton,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Alachua  and  State 
aforesaid,  who,  by  virtue  of  said  office,  was  called  in  and  chosen  to  act  as  one  of  the 
county  canvassers  of  Alachua  County,  of  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  as  a  member  of  said  board,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  this  my 
minority  report  and  return  of  the  canvass  of  said  election,  as  the  same  was  conducted 
by  and  with  my  aid  and  assistance. 

I  hereby  coincide  and  agree  with  and  certify  to  the  returns  as  made  by  the  migority 
of  said  board  of  county  canvassers  so  far  as  it  regards  or  relates  to  each  and  every  re- 
sult in  Alachua  County,  saving  and  excepting  the  result  of  said  election  at  the  precinct 
of  Archer,  in  said  county.  As  to  this  precinct  of  Archer,  in  making  said  county  can- 
vass we  found  what  purported  to  be  returns  from  two  boxes  or  polls  that  were  used  in 
said  election  at  said  Archer  precinct,  which  said  two  polls  or  boxes  were  designated 
and  distinguished  as  ballot-box  No.  one,  (1,)  and  poll  or  box  No.  two,  (2.)  As  to  the 
result  of  the  said  election  as  the  same  was  returned  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers 
from  poll  or  box  No.  one,  (1,)  from  said  Archer  precinct,  there  seemed  to  be  no  irregn- 
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larity  or  difficulty,  but  the  same  was  in  all  respects  legal  and  In  due  fornii  and  unsur- 
ronnded  by  any  eyidence  of  fraud,  as  the  same  has  been  returned  by  the  majority  of 
the  board  of  county  convassers.  But  as  to  poll  or  box  No.  two,  (2,)  I  do  hereby  report 
and  make  this  my  minority  return  that  the  same  was  conclusively  and  clearly  proven 
before  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  by  indisputable  testimony,  not  only  to  have 
been  tampered  with,  but  fradulently  changed,  altered,  and  forged,  so  as  to  show  an 
entirely  different  result  of  said  election  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  2,  at  said  Archer  pre- 
cinct, from  the  true  and  correct  result  of  said  election  at  said  poll  or  box  number  two, 
as  the  same  had  been  canvassed  by  the  inspectors  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  two,  upon 
the  closing  of  said  poll.  The  return  or  the  paper  which  purported  to  be  the  certificate 
of  result  of  said  election  at  said  poU  or  box  No.  two,  (2,)  of  the  said  Archer  precinct 
which  was  returned  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  upon  the  face  of  the  paper 
itself  clearly  and  unmistakably  showed  that  the  same  had  not  been  signed  and  certi- 
fied by  all  the  inspectors  and  clerk  acting  at  said  poll  or  box  number  two,  at  Archer, 
as  the  law  requires,  but  on  the  contrary  it  clearly  appears  from  said  paper  itself  that 
the  names  of  the  said  inspectors  at  said  poll  or  box  were  all  signed  and  written  to  said 
paper  in  the  same  handwriting — the  handwriting  of  one  and  the  same  individual. 
Again,  there  was  introduced  bewre  the  board  of  county  canvassers  the  written  affida- 
vits of  Green  R.  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  both  of  whom  were  inspectors  of  said  election 
at  said  poll  or  box  No.  two,  (2,)  at  Archer  precinct,  both  of  which  affidavits  stated  most 
positively  and  unequivocally  that  the  democratic  candidate  for  governor  of  Florida, 
George  1- .  Drew,  received  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  2,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136) 
votes,  and  the  republican  candidate  for  governor  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams, 
received  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  two,  (2,)  one  hundred  and  eighty  (180)  votes ;  and 
that  all  the  other  candidates  on  the  democratic  ticket  for  the  respective  offices  of  lieu- 
tenant-governor, member  of  Congress,  presidential  electors,  state  senator  for  thirteenth 
senatorial  district,  and  member  to  the  assembly  from  Alachua  County,  each  of  them  re- 
ceived at  said  poll  or  box  number  two,  (2,)  for  their  respective  offices,  the  same  number  of 
votes  as  did  the  said  George  F.  Drew,  with  a  variance  (some  of  them)  of  not  more  nor 
less  than  two  or  three  votes.  And  that  all  the  republican  candidates,  for  the  respect- 
ive offices  above  mentioned,  each  of  them,  received  the  same  number  of  votes  at 
said  poll  or  box  No.  two  (2)  as  did  Marcellus  L.  Stearns,  with  a  variance  Tsome 
of  them)  of  not  more  nor  less  than  two  or  three  votes.  Said  two  affidavits  oi  said 
two  (2)  inspectors  further  state  positively  that  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  said 
election  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  two,  as  the  same  was  certified  to  by  them, 
showed  the  result  as  it  is  stated  above,  and  that  any  other  certificate  showing 
any  different  result  of  said  election  at  said  poll  or  box  was  false  and  fraudulent.  Said 
two  affidavits  further  stated  most  positively  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  at 
laid  iK>ll  or  box  number  two,  (2.)  counted  by  them  in  their  presence,  was  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  (31b)  votes,  and  that  in  canvassing  the  box  two  of  the  votes  were  thrown 
aside  and  not  connted,  because  they  were  declared  by  the  inspectors  to  be  two  votes 
or  ballots  by  the  inspectors  folded  toirether,  and  oast  by  one  and  the  same  person, 
which  reda<^  the  total  number  of  ballots  cast  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  two  (2)  to  three 
hundred  and  sixteen  votes.  Said  two  affidavits  of  said  two  inspectors  further  state 
that  the  above  result  was  publicly  proclaimed  and  announced  upon  the  completion  of 
the  county  canvass  of  said  box  number  two.  These  two  affidavits  made  by  these  two 
inspectors  are  fully  corroborated  and  sustained  in  every  particular  by  the  introduction 
before  said  board  of  county  canvassers  of  the  affidavits  of  Saml.  C.  Tucker,  Wade  A. 
Geiger,  and  George  Blitch,  three  citizens  and  electors  of  Alachua  County,  all  well  and 
personally  known  to  me  to  be  men  of  undoubted  intelligence  and  voracity,  who  swore 
they  were  present  during  the  canvass  of  said  poll  or  box,  and  kept  each  of  them 
memorandam  of  the  results  thereof.  Further,  the  board  of  county  canvassers 
upon  comparison  of  the  papers  which  purported  to  be  the  certificate  of  the 
result  of  said  elections  at  said  poll  or  box  (2)  with  the  poll-list  or  poll- 
book  kept  at  said  box  (2)  found  that  they  did  not  correspond.  Neither  did  they  cor- 
respond by  several  hundred  votes  with  tne  number  of  ballots  found  sealed  up  and  re- 
tonied  in  the  ballot-box  from  said  precinct  or  poll  (2.)  In  view  of  all  these  facts, 
there  being  not  one  scintilla  of  evidence  introduced  before  this  board  of  county  can- 
vassers to  uphold  or  sustain  this  quoH  return  &x)m  poll  or  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct, 
thereby  Interpose  my  protest  and  objection  to  said  return  of  said  poll  or  box  No.  2, 
Archer  precinct,  being  counted  or  received  in  the  canvass  of  said  return  in  Alachua 
Coonty,  and  thereby  insist  and  so  report  that  the  said  return  should  be  thrown  out, 
discarded,  and  ignored,  as  to  said  poll  or  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct ;  beoause  the  same 
has  been  clearly  and  conclusively  proven  and  shown  to  this  board  of  oountv  canvassers 
to  have  been  fraudulently  and  falsley  increased,  changed,  altered,  and  forced,  so  as 
to  render  the  same  wholly  unauthentic.  From  all  this  proof,  and  from  unmistakable 
evidence,  apparent  upon  the  face  of  his  papers  itself,  it  was  not  a  genuine  certificate 
of  the  result  of  said  election  at  said  poll  or  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  and  was  not 
substantially  authenticated  as  is  required  by  law,  but  showed  by  evidence  contained 
within  itself  that  it  was  a  false  and  forged  return  from  said  poll  or  box  No.  2,  all  of 
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which  is  most  respectfully  submitted.    In  witness  whereof  I,  William  H.  Belton^  as  a 
member  of  said  board  of  county  canvassers  for  Alachua  County,  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand,  and  affixed  hereunto  my  private  seal,  upon  the  close  of  the  county  canvass, 
on  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SKAL.]  W.  H.  BELTON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  ex-officio  Member  of  the  Board 
County  Canvassers  of  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  cameW.  H.  Beltou,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  forego- 
ing is  the  report  made  by  him  as  member  of  the  boara  of  county  canvassers  of  Alachua 
County  of  the  result  of  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876. 

W.  H.  BELTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  And 
in  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  circuit 
court  of  Alachua  County,  the  day  and  year  above  mentioned. 

[SEAL.]  IRVING  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  Alachua  County,  Florida, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  minority 
report  and  return  made  and  Sled  with  the  board  of  county  canvassers  of  Alachua 
County  by  W.  H.  Beltou,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  member  of  said  board  of  county 
canvassers  of  Alachua  County,  Florida,  of  the  result  of  the  general  election  in  Alachua 
County,  held  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  as  the  same  has  been  forwarded  by 
me  to  the  governor  and  secretary  of  state  of  Florida.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  circuit  court  of  Alachua  County,  Florida, 
at  my  office,  this  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

IRWIN  E.  W^EBSTER, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court. 


REPUBUCAX  REJOINDER. 

Archer  Precinct,  Xo,  2. 

On  behalf  of  the  republican  candidates  voted  for  at  the  election  on  November  7, 
1876,  in  Archer  precinct.  No.  2,  Alachua  County,  Florida,  each  and  all  the  material 
allegations  contained  in  the  statement  of  contestants  charging  fraud,  illegality,  and 
irregularity  are  denied,  and  in  support  of  the  return  made  to  the  boMxL  of  State  can- 
vassers and  heretofore  read  and  announced,  the  following  affidavits  are  relied  upon, 
together  with  certificates  and  copy  of  poll-list : 

1.  Certified  copy  of  the  certificate  of  election  signed  by  R.  H.  Black,  Floyd  Dakes, 
and  Green  R.  Moore,  inspectors  of  election,  and  Thomas  H.  Vance,  clerk  of  election, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  said  Archer  precinct.  No. 
2,  for  presidential  electors  was  535,  of  which  399  were  cast  for  the  republican  candi- 
dates, and  136  for  the  democratic  candidates. 

2.  Affidavit  of  R.  H.  Black,  inspector  of  election  in  said  precinct,  who  swears  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  535,  of  which  the  democratic  candidates  for 
electors  received  136,  and  the  republican  candidates  399 ;  that  the  vote  was  so  an- 
nounced by  him  in  the  presence  of  Moore  and  Dukes,  the  other  inspectors,  and  who 
did  not  in  any  w^  object  to  the  same  as  incorrect. 

3.  Affidavit  of  K.  H.  Black,  who  says  he  was  United  States  supervisor  of  election  as 
well  as  inspector :  that  he  was  present  at  the  polls  at  all  times  during  the  day  of 
election ;  assisted  in  counting  the  votes,  and  announced  the  same  as  follows :  Whole 
number  of  votes,  535 ;  democratic,  136 :  republican,  399 ;  that  said  result  was  embodied 
in  a  certificate  which  was  signed  or  authorized  to  be  signed  by  all  thQ  inspectors  at  said 
polls. 

4.  Affidavit  of  Green  R.  Moore,  that  he  was  an  inspector  in  said  precinct ;  was  pres- 
ent all  the  time  during  the  day ;  assisted  in  counting  the  votes ;  heard  the  result  an- 
nounced, and  signed  the  certificate  of  the  result,  or  authorized  his  name  to  be  signed, 
which  certificate  was  a  proper  and  correct  return ;  *'  that  since  so  certifying  he  has  been 
induced  to  make  an  affidavit  representing  such  certificate  of  returns  to  be  an  incor- 
rect return  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day ;  that  said  affidavit  was  ex- 
torted from  him  while  under  the  pressure  of  strong  mental  excitement,  and  is  fal» 
in  every  particular,  and  should  not  be  taken  as  creating  doubt  or  in  any  way  afiTecting 
the  validity  or  correctness  of  the  returns,  &c." 

5.  Affidavit  of  Floyd  Dukes,  inspector  of  election,  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
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cast  in  said  precinct  was  535 — democratic,  136 ;  republican,  399.  That  this  result  was 
properly  certified  by  all  the  inspectors,  and  that  the  certificates  thereof  was  a  true  and 
proper  return  ;  that  since  signing  said  certificate  *^  he  has  been  induced  to  make  an 
affidavit,  the  nature  and  purport  of  which  he  did  not  understand  at  the  time ;  which 
affidavit  was  made  by  him  under  duress  and  while  in  great  fear  of  personal  violence,  de- 
nying the  correctness  of  said  certificate."  Upon  bein^  made  acquainted  with  the  full 
purport  of  said  affidavit,  he  now  swears  it  to  be  false  in  every  particular. 

6.  Affidavit  of  Toby  Adams,  Frank  Brown,  and  Henry  Washington  that  they  were 
severally  present  at  the  polls  in  said  precinct  during  the  day,  and  that  they  heard  the 
result  declared  by  R.  H.  Black,  one  of  the  inspectors,  as  follows :  Whole  number  of 
votes  cast,  535— democrat,  136 ;  republican,  399 ;  that  this  result  was  announced  by 
said  Black  in  the  presence  of  the  other  inspectors,  Moore  and  Dukes,  and  that  it  was 
acquiesced  in  by  tnem  as  correct. 

7.  Affidavit  of  W.  H.  Belton,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  on  the  23d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  he  signed  the  certificate  of  election  in  said  precinct,  having  up  to  th^t  time 
withheld  his  signature  under  a  misapprehension,  being  now  fully  satisfied  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  return  and  his  duty  in  the  premises,  he  adds  his  name  to  the  certificate 
and  swears  that  it  is  voluntarily  done  to  prevent  injustice  to  the  voters  of  the  precinct. 

8.  Affidavit  of  J.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  who  says  that  his  former 
statement,  made  at  the  solicitation  of  J.  B.  Dawkins,  to  the  effect  that  there  was  fraud, 
connected  with  the  election  returns  of  Archer  precinct,  No.  2,  is  not  true ;  that  since 
said  statement  was  made  the  whole  subject  has  been  investigated  by  the  grand-jur^, 
who  found  no  illegality  or  fraud ;  that  he  is  now  satisfied  that  the  return  is  correct  in 
every  particular,  and  he  therefore  cheerfully,  voluntarily,  and  without  hesitation,  re- 
tracts nis  former  statement. 

9.  Certificate  of  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  that  W.  H.  Belton,  one  of 
county  canvassers,  signed  the  certificate  of  result  of  election  November  23, 1876,  and 
that  all  copies  of  said  certificate  not  containing  his  name  are  incorrect  copies  of  the 
same  as  now  on  file  in  the  clerk's  office. 

10.  Affidavit  of  78  electors  that  they  voted  the  full  republican  ticket  in  said  Archer 
precinct  No.  2,  at  the  election  on  November  7, 1876. 

11.  Affidavit  of  71  electors  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket  in  said  precinct  on 
the  said  day  of  election. 

12.  Affidavits  of  19  electors  to  the  same  effect  as  above. 

13.  Affidavits  of  17  electors  as  above. 

14.  Affidavits  of  23  electors  as  above. 

15.  Affidavits  of  Frank  Brown,  Albert  McKinney,  and  Henry  Washington,  that  they 
personally  know  of  50  persons  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  in  said  precinct,  whose 
names  are  not  included  in  the  precedine  affidavits. 

16.  Affidavits  of  Samuel  Wright,  David  Brown,  and  Jos.  McLin  as  to  14  other  per- 
sons whom  they  know  to  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  said  election. 

17.  Affidavits  of  Andrew  Le  Bertte,  Richard  Doby,  and  Kinchon  Reeves,  who  swear 
as  to  sixteen  persons  who  voted  rejanblioan  ticket,  not  included  in  the  above. 

18.  Copy  of  poll-list.  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  Alachua  County. 

19.  Affidavit  of  J.  M.  Snowdon  as  to  right  to  vote. 

20.  Affidavit  of  W.  H.  Belton,  justice  of  the  x>eace,  who  swears  that  the  place  where 
the  ballot-boxes  were  kept  in  said  precinct  was  surrounded  and  guarded  by  prominent 
democrats  during  the  night,  from  November  7, 1876,  the  day  ox  the  election,  to  No- 
vember 13,  and  that  said  democratic  guard  was  commanded  by  one  Ja.  Carlisle,  who 
is  known  or  reputed  to  be  captain  of  a  democratic  rifle  company ;  that  no  x>erson  ex- 
cept this  democratic  guard  had  access  to  the  room  where  the  ballot-boxes,  certificates, 
and  returns  were  kept. 

21.  Affidavit  of  L.  G.  Dennis  as  to  former  votes  in  Archer  precinct. 

22.  Affidavit  of  Thomas  H.  Vance,  clerk  of  election,  that  return  was  correctly  made 
oat  in  all  respects. 

We  claim,  therefore,  that  the  return  is  correct  as  filed,  and  that  the  true  vote  of 
Archer  precinct  No.  2  is  as  follows :  whole  number  of  votes  cast,  535 ;  republican,  399 ; 
democratic,  136. 

WALDO  PBKCINCT. 

The  republicans  ask  that  the  returns  of  the  votes  at  Waldo  precinct  be  rejected,  and 
the  votes  cast  thereat  be  not  counted  on  the  ground  that  the  inspectors  at  that  pre- 
cinct were  parties  to  gross  frauds. 

Specifications :  That  Waldo  precinct  is  on  the  line  of  the  Florida  Railroad,  and  that 
on  election-day  immigrant  trains  from  Femandina  stopped  at  Waldo,  and  the  passen- 

fers  on  the  train  from  the  different  States  in  the  Union,  and  other  counties  in  the 
tate,  were  allowed  to  vote ;  some  voted  for  the  electors  only  and  others  voted  for  the 
candidates  for  governor  and  members  of  Congress. 

It  does  not  appear  precisely  how  many  such  illegal  votes  were  oast,  though  it  does 
appear  that  at  least  twenty-two  such  votes  were  cast. 
In  support  of  this  charge,  we  submit  the  affidavits  of  William  Noyes,  Peter  Bailey, 
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and  Henry  M.  Brace,  and  the  affidavito  of  persons  filed  by  the  democratic  reform  party. 
Also  affidavit  of  L.  G.  Dennis,  showing  tne  democratic  majority  at  this  precinct  is 
several  times  larger  than  at  the  last  election,  while  the  republicans  polled  nearly  as 
many  votes  as  heretofore. 

POINT  OF  LAW  RELIED  UPOX. 

"The  law  is  that  where  fraud  is  proved  to  have  been  committed  by  the  officers  of  the 
election  in  conducting  the  election,  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  any  of  their  acta,  and 
their  returns  must  be  rejected  as  wholly  unreliable."  Decision  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.   Report  of  Finley  vs.  Walls,  page  22. 

REMARKS. 

A  fraud  of  a  gross  character  is  here  shown  conclusively.  It  is  no  less  than  this: 
That  people  from  various  States  in  the  Union  were  permitted  to  vote,  and  that  their 
votes  to  an  unknown  number  were  counted.  No  more  glaring  fraud  in  conducting  an 
election  can  be  imagined.  If  this  is  not  sufficient  to  throw  out  the  precinct,  then  there 
is  no  security  for  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box.  There  is  no  evidence  of  how  many  of 
those  illegal  voters  voted  for  the  democratic  or  republican  candidates  for  Congress, 
and  we  insist  that  the  entire  return  be  rejected. 

BARNES'S  STORE  PRECINCT. 

The  republican  electors  deny  that  any  illegal  votes  were  cast  at  the  election  of  Nov- 
ember 7th  for  the  republican  ticket,  and  in  support  of  this  denial  submit  the  following 
affidavit  of  Littleton  J.  Philips,  clerk  of  said  precinct ;  and  may  hereafter  ask  to  submit 
further  evidence  on  the  subject. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF    R.   H.  BLACK. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  Richard  H.  Black,  who  being  duly  sworn  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  was  regularly  appointed  and  qualified,  and  that  he  acted  as  inspector  at 
Archer  precinct  No.  2,  at  the  late  general  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  of 
Congress,  and  State  officers ;  that  at  the  close  of  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  at  said 
precinct  by  himself,  Green  R.  Moore,  and  Floyd  Dobes,  he  announced  in  their  pres- 
ence and  hearing,  that  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was 
535,  and  that  of  this  number  the  republican  electors  received  399,  and  that  the  demo- 
cratic electors  received  136 ;  that  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  53S, 
of  which  number  M.  S.  Steams  received  399,  and  George  F.  Drew  received  136 ;  and 
furthermore,  that  the  republican  candidates  for  member  of  Congress,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, Stat«  senator,  and  members  of  the  assembly,  received  the  same  number  of  votes, 
with  a  difference  of  three  or  four  more  or  less,  as  M.  L.  Steams. 

Deponent  further  says  that  at  the  time  of  making  said  announcement  the  other  in- 
spectors did  not  in  any  way  demur  from  it  as  being  an  incorrect  or  improper  statement 
of  the  vote  cast  at  said  precinct. 

R.  H.  BLACK. 

Wittness  to  the  signature  of  R.  H.  Black  : 
A.  D.  Mayo. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL]  JOSEPH  BORVIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Richard  H.  Black,  who,  being  dulyswom,  deposes  and  says, 
that  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  he  was  duly  ap- 
pointed and  acted  at  the  polls  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2.  in  Alachua  County,  Florida,  as 
an  inspector  of  election ;  also  was  appointed  and  actea  as  United  States  sux>ervisor  of 
election ;  that  he  was  present  at  saia  polls  at  all  times  during  said  day,  from  the  open- 
ing to  the  closing  thereof ;  that  at  the  close  of  said  poll  deponent  and  the  other  in- 
spectors, to-wit,  George  R.  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  counted  the  ballots  in  the  box  used, 
and  found  that  said  votes  were  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential 
electors  was  fivei  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which  the  republican  electors  received 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  votes,  and  the  democratic  electors  received  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  votes;  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  govemor  was  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,  of  which  M.  L.  Steams  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
votes,  and  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  votes ;  that  said  result 
was  forthwith  embodied  in'^a  certificate  or  return  which  contained  the  figures  afore- 
given,  and  that  no  vote  was  stated  in  said  returns  as  having  been  cast,  unless  the  same 
was  duly  received  in  said  ballot-box ;  that  said  return  was  made  in  the  presence  of  and 
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by  all  of  said  inspectors,  and  that  all  of  said  inspectors  joined  therein,  ond  that  all 
said  inspectors  signed  said  return,  or  authorized  their  names  to  be  signed  to  said  certi- 
ficate. 

RICHARD  H.  BLACK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  came  personally  Green  R.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is 
a  citizen  of  Alachua  County,  Florida ;  that  he  is  a  registered  voter  of  said  county  and 
State ;  that  he  acted  as  an  inspector  of  election  at  the  precinct  known  as  Archer  pre- 
cinct No.  2,  in  said  county,  at  a  general  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  State  officers,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  was  duly 
qualified  as  such  inspector ;  that  his  presence  at  the  polls  at  said  precinct  was  continu- 
ous from  the  opening  of  the  poll  at  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  until  sunset  of  said  day ;  that  he 
signed  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  precinct,  (or  authorized  one 
of  his  colleague-inspectors  at  said  precinct  to  do  so,)  which  certificate  was  a  proper  and 
correct  return  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day ;  that  since  so  certifying 
he  has  been  induced  to  make  an  affidavit  representing  such  certificate  of  returns  to  be 
an  incorrect  return  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day :  that  said  affidavit 
was  extorted  from  him  while  under  the  presence  of  strong  mental  excitement,  and  is 
false  in  every  particular,  and  should  not  be  taken  as  casting  doubt  upon,  or  in  any  way 
affecting,  the  validity  or  correctness  of  the  return  of  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  precinct 
No.  2,  and  certified  to  by  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct  as  aforesaid. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20,  A.  D.,  1876. 

[seal.]  W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of— 

John  N.  Raymond. 

L.  A.  Barnes. 

REOULABITY   OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me,  Samuel  Walker,  county  judge  for  the  county  of  Leon,  personally  came 
Thomas  W.  Vance,  who,  being  duly  sworn^  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  clerk  of  elec- 
tion at  the  precinct  known  as  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  in  the  county  of  Alachua,  State  of 
Florida,  at  a  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that 
R.  U.  Black  was  the  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election, 
and  that  there  was  no  other  person  acting  as  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct 
on  the  said  day  of  election.  He  furthermore  says  that  the  said  election  was  conducted 
throughout  in  strict  accordance  with  law ;  that  the  certificate  made  out  by  the  in- 
spectors at  said  precinct  was  made  out  in  due  form,  and  showed  the  actual  votes  cast 
at  said  precinct  on  the  same  day  of  election ;  and,  moreover,  that  the'said  returns  made 
by  the  said  inspectors  were  the  returns  canvassed  by  the  board  of  county  canvassers 
on  Monday  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

THOS.  H.  VANCE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  WALKER, 

County  Judge,  Leon  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  Bowes,  notary  public  at  large  for  said  State, 
S.  G.  Davis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident  of  Alachua 
County,  and  familiar  with  the  election  returns  for  several  years  past  in  Aifcher  pre- 
cinct in  said  county,  and  that  the  democratic  vote  in  said  precinct  previous  to  the 
election  of  November  7th  inst.,  has  not  exceeded  fifty  in  number,  the  hignest,  according 
to  his  recollection,  being  forty-four  in  ltf72. 

L.  G.  DAVIS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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State  of  Florida,  Conuty  of  Alachua : 

Before  me  came  personally  W.  H.  Belton,  who,  bein^  daly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  the  said  deponent  personallv  knows  and  is  cognizant  of  the  following  facta,  to 
wit:  That  Charles  H.  Davis,  E.  N.  Umill,  William  Vaugh,  J.  P.  Cooper,  Samael  Stew- 
art, Geo.  Stewart,  and  sundry  others,  well  known  to  this  deponent,  did  surroond 
and  keep  guard  over  the  court-house  in  Alachua  County,  Florida,  in  which  court-house 
was  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  in  which  office  were  deposited  the 
ballot-boxes,  certificates,  and  returns  of  the  late  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day 
of  November,  1H76;  and  the  said  persons  herein  mentioned,  with  the  other  persons 
well  known  to  this  deponent,  are  well  and  truly  known  to  me  as  being  adherents  of 
the  democrats  party,  and  as  such  did  guard  and  keep  such  court-house  during  the 
nights  intervening  from  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  to  the  13th  day  thereof  and 
that  no  other  persons  but  the  persons  herein  mentioned  had  access  to  the  said,  court- 
house after  the  usual  hours  of  business  during  the  nights  intervening  as  aforesaid. 
And  deponent  further  says  that  he  did  see  the  persons  herein  named,  and  sundry  other 
persons,  adherents  of  the  democratic  party,  on  guard  at  said  court-house  during  said 
nights,  and  that  said  guards  were  under  the  control  aud  command,  and  subject  to  the 
orders,  of  one  J.  A.  Carlisle,  who  is  known  and  reported  to  be  the  captain  of  a  club  or 
company  known  and  designated  as  a  democratic  ride  company. 

W.  H.  BELTON 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  W.  H.  Belten  and  L.  A.  Barnes,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  they  witnessed  Green  R.  Moore*s  signature  to 
an  affidavit  taken  before  W.  R.  Cessna  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  Said 
affidavit  was  read  twice  by  the  said  C.  K.  Cessna  to  the  said  Green  R.  Moore  before  he, 
the  said  Green  R.  Moore,  signed  the  same.  That  the  said  affidavit  related  to  Archer 
precinct  No.  2.  That  it  denied  a  former  affidavit  made  by  the  said  Green  R.  Moore 
in  relation  to  the  election  return  of  the  said  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  at  a  general  elec- 
tion held  on  the  7th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  That  the  jurat  to  the  said  affidavit 
was  signed  by  the  said  W.  R.  Cessna,  as  county  judge,  at  the  time  the  said  Green  R. 
Moore  signed  the  same,  and  in  his  presence.  That  the  said  affidavit  was  administered 
in  the  usual  manner  of  administering  affidavits — that  is  to  say,  by  reading  and  attesting 
signature ;  and  that  they  heard  nothing  said  whatever  in  relation  to  money  nor  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

L.  A.  BARNES. 

JOHN  W.  RAYMOND. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  2d,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  qualified  electors  of  Alachua  County,  who  being  duly  sworn, 
do  hereby  say,  upon  our  oaths,  that  we  are  properly-qualitiea  voters  of  said  aforesaid 
county  and  State ;  that  we  were  present  at  Arcner  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  at  a  general  election  held  on  said  day  for  State  and  national  officers  of  governor 
and  presidential  electors  ;  and  that  we  voted  at  the  precinct  known  as  precinct  No.  2, 
in  said  town  of  Archer ;  and  that  we  then  aud  there  voted  for  the  whole  repubUcan 
ticket,  both  State  and  national. 

Alfred  Hughes,  his  x  mark.  Jackson  Stanly,  his  x  mark. 

Adam  Nelson,  his  x  mark.  Foby  Berrian,  nis  x  mArk. 

Richard  Dayes,  his  x  mark.  Henry  Smith,  his  x  mark. 

Noy  Wilson,  his  x  mark.  Mitohel  Rnel,  his  x  mark. 

William  Rawls,  his  x  mark.  Frank  Thompson,  bis  x  mark. 

Abraham  Bryant,  his  x  mark.  Sand  Williams,  his  x  mark. 

Hollis  Wilson,  his  x  mark.  Major  Roddick,  his  x  mark. 

Chas.  Williams,  his  x  mark.  Harry  Jones,  his  x  mark. 

Ephraim  Wade,  his  x  mark.  David  Butler,  his  x  mark. 

Nerv  Berrian,  his  x  mark.  Samuel  Duncan,  his  x  mark. 

Henry  Bell,  his  x  mark.  Alex.  Boyken,  his  x  mark. 

Albert  Long,  his  x  mark.  J.  L.  Malphus,  his  x  mark. 

Shack  Tinnons,  his  x  mark.  Reubiu  Wilson,  his  x  mark. 

Shade  Brown,  his  x  mark.  J.  H.  Vance. 

Dennie  Perry,  his  x  mark.  John  Riley,  his  x  mark. 

Adam  Grant,  his  x  mark.  Monce  Jackson,  his  x  mark. 

James  Stewart,  his  x  mark.  George  Washington,  his  x  mark. 
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Thos.  BrowD,  his  x  mark. 
Fin  RobinsoD.  his  x  mark. 
January  Mitchel,  his  x  mark. 
Phineas  Mitchel,  his  x  mark. 
Henry  Span,  his  x  mark. 
Ed.  Riley,  his  x  mark. 
Hardy  Adams,  his  x  mark. 
Adam  Days,  his  x  mark. 
Doc  Rodgers,  his  x  mark. 
Wm.  Colman,  his  x  mark.  * 

Sam  Jones,  his  x  mark. 
Abraham  Reddick,  his  x  mark. 
January  McHagens,  his  x  mark. 
Edward  Reynolds,  his  x  mark. 
Edward  Brown,  his  x  mark. 
Sam  Anderson,  his  x  mark. 
Joshua  Coffee,  his  x  mark. 
Edwd.  Brown,  his  x  mark. 
Crocke  House,  his  x  mark. 
John  Badger,  nis  x  mark. 
Caesar  Badger,  his  x  mark. 
Joe  Jacobs,  his  x  mark. 


John  Natiel,  his  x  mark. 
Manuel  Natiel,  his  x  mark. 
Ben  Evans,  his  x  mark. 
Wm.  Williams,  his  x  mark. 
Albert  L.  Berth,  his  x  mark. 
Pompey  Riley,  his  x  mark. 
Rinald  Reddick,  his  x  mark. 
Alex.  Davis,  his  x  mark. 
Wm.  Rodgers,  his  x  mark. 
Oodman  Warner,  his  x  mark. 
Alfred  Colman,  his  x  mark. 
Edmond  Gilbert,  his  x  mark. 
Wm.  Jones,  his  x  mark. 
Frank  Dansey,  his  x  mark. 
Jack  Robinson,  his  x  mark. 
Henry  Washington,  his  x  mark. 
Monroe  Roberts,  his  x  mark. 
Henry  Matherson,  his  x  mark. 
George  Graubler,  his  x  mark. 
Adam  Cooper,  his  x  mark. 
Irvin  Johnson,  his  x  mark. 
R.  H.  Black. 


Witness : 

H.  S.  Habmon. 


Sworn  to  and^  subscribed  before  m3  this  the  evening  of  the  24th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  R.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge,  A.  C. 

State  of  Florida,  Archer  County : 

Before  me,  W.  R.  Cessna,  judge  of  the  county  court  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
personally  came  H.  S.  Harmon,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  witnessed  the  signatures  of  the  persons  (seventy-eight  in  number)  whose 
names  are  appended  to  the  foregoing  affidavit ;  and  he  says  that  the  same  are  the 
genuine  signatures  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  above. 

H.  S.  HARMON. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  24,  1876. 

W.  R.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachna  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  qualified  electors  of  Alachua  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
do  hereby  say  upon  our  oaths  that  we  are  qualified  voters  of  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid ;  that  we  were  present  at  a  general  election  held  at  Archer  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  State  and  national  officers,  including  the  officers  of  governor 
and  presidential  electors ;  that  we  voted  at  the  precinct  known  as  Precinct  No.  2  in 
said  town  of  Archer,  and  that  we  then  and  there  voted  the  whole  republican  ticket, 
both  State  and  national. 


Jerry  Hunter,  his  x  mark. 
John  Smith,  his  x  mark. 
William  La  wis,  his  x  mark. 
Tom  Williams,  his  x  mark. 
Jas.  Green,  his  x  mark. 
Ben  Bland,  his  x  mark. 
Fapp  Jones,  his  x  mark. 
Pompy  Godfrey,  his  x  mark. 
Wm.  Johnson,  his  x  mark. 


Amos  Brown,  his  x  mark. 

Richard  Bell,  his  x  mark. 

William  Mitchell,  his  x  mark. 

Wesly  Thomas,  his  x  mark. 

F.  Randall. 

Fran.  Brown,  his  x  mark. 

R.  H.  Black. 

Ed.  Payne,  his  x  mark. 


In  presence  of— 
Thos.  H.  Vance. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  23d  and  24th  days,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge,  A.  C. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me,  W.  K.  Cessna,  judge  of  this  county,  and  State  aforesaid,  personallv  came 
Thomas  N.  Vance,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  wit- 
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nessed  the  si^natares  of  the  persons  (seventeen  in  nnmber)  whose  names  are  appended 
to  the  foregoinji^  affidavit,  and  that  the  same  are  the  genuine  signatures  of  the  personii 
whose  names  appear  above. 

THOS.  H.  VANCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  befere  me  this  November  24th  A.  D,  1876. 

[8BAL.]  W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge,  A.  C. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  personally  came  John  C.  Brown, 
whose  name  appears  on  poll-list  of  Archer  precinct,  box  No.  2,  in  Alachua  County, 
Florida,  states  on  oath  that  he  did  not  vote  at  said  Archer  precinct,  box  No.  2,  bat 
that  he  did  vote  at  Archer  precinct,  box  No.  1,  at  the  general  election  at  said  box  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  he  voted  nowhere  else  than  at  aaid 
Archer  precinct,  box  No  1,  in  said  county,  on  that  day. 

JOHN  C.  BROWN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GREEN  R.  MOORE, 
J.  P.  Alaehua  County,  Florida. 

W.  H.  BELTON'8  SIGNATUKE  TO  COUNTY  RETURNS. 

Gainesville,  Fla.,  Xovemher  2:},  1876. 

The  undersigned,  as  a  member  of  the  canvassing-board  for  Alachua  County,  has 
this  day  signed  the  certificate  of  the  county  canvassers  of  the  vote  cast  iu  the  county 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D,  1876. 

I  was  induced  to  withhold  my  signature  from  said  certificate  up  to  the  present  time 
for  the  reason  that  I  thought  the  inspectors  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  was  incorrect,  but 
since  the  investigation  of  the  alleged  frauds  at  said  precinct  by  the  grand  jury  of  this 
county,  and  the  failure  of  that  body  to  discover  any  evidence  of  fraud  or  illegality  in 
connection  with  the  returns  from  this  precinct,  together  with  the  testimony  of  per- 
sons having  full  knowledge  of  all  the  proceedings  at  that  precinct  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion has  convinced  me  that  the  returns  of  the  vote  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  was  a  cor- 
rect oue^  and  that  the  withholding  of  my  signature  from  said  certificate  would  be 
dereliction  of  duty  and  injustice  to  the  voters  of  the  place,  and  an  ii^ury  to  the  can- 
didates for  whom  they  voted. 

I  have,  therefore,  signed  the  certificate  in  the  full  confidence  that  it  is  a  proper  one, 
and  that  the  present  crisis  demands  from  every  man  the  laying  aside  of  all  prejudices 
and  preferences,  and  a  united  action  in  what  is  just  and  equitable  and  right. 

And  I  am  further  convinced  that  the  duties  of  said  board  of  county  canvassers  is 
purely  ministerial,  and  that  they  have  no  right  or  judicial  authority  to  go  behind  the 
simple  certificate  of  result  of  election  as  returned  to  them  by  the  severafinspectors  of 
election  at  the  different  precincts  in  the  county  as  provided  for  in  conformity  to  law. 

Tlierefore  their  duty  is  simply  to  aggregate  the  county  vote  and  return  the  same  to 
the  State  canvassing-board. 

W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  Peace,  ex.  of  County  Canvassers, 

Alachua  County,  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County: 

Before  me  personally  came  W.  H.  Belton,  who  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  statement,  and  that  the  same  is  made  according  to  de- 
ponents belief,  in  conformity  to  law.  And  deponent  further  states  that  the  above 
statement  as  having  been  made  by  him  is  just  and  correct,  and  that  the  same  is  duly 
made  with  a  view  to  the  accurate  and  just  computation  of  said  result  of  election. 
And  that  said  statement  is  a  voluntary  and  true  statement,  and  made  according  to  the 
honest  views  of  the  said  deponent. 

W.  H.  BOWES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BURNS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Fred.  I.  Myers,  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  Florida, 
Maurice  H.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  present  at  the  county  can- 
vass of  the  result  of  the  late  general  election  held  in  Alachua  County,  Florida,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  said  county  canvass  being  held  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Alachua  County,  on  the  llth  of  Kov ember,  A.  D.  1876. 
At  said  county  canvass  the  precinct  returns  were  opened  and  canvassed  in  regular 
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order,  till  the  retnm  from  box  No  2,  Arclier  precinct,  was  opened,  when  atfidavits  were 
read  and  filed  from  Green  R.  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  two  of  the  three  inspectors  from 
said  box,  prononncing  said  retnniB  false  and  frandalent ;  and  when,  upon  the  motion 
of  I.  B.  Dawkins,  esq.,  the  ballot-box  was  opened,  the  | following  state  of  facts  was 
divulged:  The  returns  as  presented  showed  that  five  hundred  and  forty  (540)  votes 
were  polled ;  the  poll-list  showed  that  only  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  (535)  persons 
voted ,  and  upon  counting  the  ballots  in  the  box  only  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
(277)  ballots  were  found,  and  a  number  of  such  ballots  had  the  appearance  of  never 
having  been  so  folded  as  to  have  been  put  through  the  auger-hole  in  the  top  of  the 
ballot-box. 

AfiBdavits  were  then  read  and  filed  from  Samuel  C.  Tucker,  Wade  A.  Geiger,  and 
George  Blitch,  to  the  ettect  that  the  return  was  very  difierent  from  the  result  as  offi- 
cially announced  by  the  Inspectors  at  the  close  of  the  precinct  canvass.  The  board 
then  adjourned  till  9  o^clock  a.  m.,  Monday  morning,  at  which  time  they  met  and  can- 
vassed said  fraudulent  return  from  t)ox  No.  2,  Archer  precinct,  Alachua  County,  Florida, 
before  the  committee  appointe<l  from  the  democratic  party  could  attend,  and  included 
the  vot^  shown  in  the  said  false  and  fradulent  return  from  box  No.  2,  Archer  precinct, 
as  aforesaid,  in  the  said  county  canvass. 

M.  A.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  'i-^th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

F.  I,  MYERS, 
Clerk  of  Supreme  Court,  Florida. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  FLOYl>   DUKES.  i 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

Before  me,  personally  came  Floyd  Dukes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Alachua,  State  of  Florida ;  that  he  is  a  qualified 
voter  of  said  county;  that  he  was' duly  qualified  and  acted  as  inspector  at  Archer 
preeinct  No.  2,  at  the  general  election  for  presidential  electors,  members  of  Congress, 
and  State  ofiScers,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876 ;  that  he  assisted  in  can- 
vassing the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  the  said  day  of  election  after  the  closing  of 
the  polls ;  that  from  the  said  canvass  it  found  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
for  presidential  electors  at  said  precinct  was  five  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which 
number  the  republican  electors  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  the 
democratic  electors  received  one  hundred  and  thirty- six;  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  for  governor  was-  five  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which  number  M.  L. 
Steams  recelvea  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  George  F.  Drew  received  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six ;  that  the  republican  candidates  for  member  of  Congress, 
lieutenant-governor^  State  senator,  and  members  of  the  legislature  received  the  same 
number  of  votes  (with  a  variation  of  three  or  four  votes  more  or  less)  as  M.  L.  Steams. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  result  was  at  once  embodied  in  a  certificate,  which 
was  daly  sigped  by  the  inspectors,  who  either  signed  said  certificate  in  person  or  au- 
thorized their  names  to  be  signed  thereto  ;  that  said  certificate  was  a  proper  and  cor- 
rect return  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election.  Affiant  further 
says  that  since  signing  said  certificate  he  has  been  induced  to  make  an  affidavit,  tlie 
nature  and  purport  of  which  he  didn't  understand  at  the  time,  and  which  affidavit  was 
■lade  by  him  nnder  duress  and  while  in  great  fear  of  personal  violence,  denying  the 
correctness  of  said  certificate ;  that  being  now  made  acquainted  with  the  true  charac- 
ter fuid  purport  of  said  affidavit,  he  pronounces  false  in  every  particular,  and  says  that 
it  should  not  be  taken  as  affecting  in  any  way  the  correctness  or  validity  of  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  return  of  the  vote  cast  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  on  the  said  day  of  election, 
and  signed  then  and  there  by  the  inspectors  as  aforesaid. 

FLOYD  DUKES,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2.5th  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1876. 

•  W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 


State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  came  personally  Toby  Adams,  Frank  Brown,  and  Henry  Washington,  each 
of  whom,  being  severally  and  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  they 
and  each  of  them  is  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Alachua,  State  of  Florida ;  that  they 
are  qualified  voters  of  said  county ;  that  they  were  present  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2, 
at  the  close  of  the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  holding  of  the  general  election  for  presiden- 
tial electors,  members  of  Congress,  and  State  officers,  to  wit :  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.,  1876 ;  that  after  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  by  the 
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inspectors,  thev  beard  R.  H.  Black,  who  was  oDe  of  the  inspectors,  pablicly  annoonce 
as  the  result  of  said  canvass  that  the  total  number  of  the  votes  cast  for  presidential 
electors  was  live  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which  number  the  republican  eleeton 
returned  three  hnndred  and  ninety-nine  and  the  democratic  electors  returned  olie  hao- 
dred  and  thirty-six:  they  furthermore  heard  said  Black  declare, the  same  time  and 

Slace,  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
ve,  of  which  number  M.L.  Stearns  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  that 
George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  and  that  the  republican  candi- 
dates for  members  of  Congress,  lieutenant-governor.  State  senator,  and  members  of 
the  legislature  received  each  of  them  respectively  the  same  number  of  votes  (with  s 
variance  of  not  more  than  three  or  four  votes  more  or  less)  as  the  republican  electors 
and  the  republican  candidate  for  governor. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  result  was  announced  by  said  Black  in  the  presence  of 
the  other  inspectors,  to  wit.  Green  R.  Moore  and  Floyd  Dukes,  who  aconiesced  in  it  as 
correct,  and  who  did  not  indicate  in  any  manner,  either  by  word  or  otnerwise,  that  it 
was  nut  a  correct  statement  of  the  result  of  said  canvass. 

TOBY  ADAMS. 
FRANK  BURNS,  bis  x  mark. 
HENRY  WASHINGTON,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  the  mark  of  Frank  Burns— 

John  W.  Raymond. 
Witness  to  the  mark  of  Henry  Washington — 
H.  J.  Harmon. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  :Mth  of  November,  A.  D.,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public,  State  »t  Laige. 


State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  qualified  electors  of  Alachua  County,  who,  being  duly  BWOip, 
do  hereby  say,  upon  our  oaths,  that  we  are  properly-qualified  voters  of  said  aforesaid 
eonnty  and  State ;  that  we  were  present  at  Archer,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  at  a  general  election  held  on  said  day  for  State  and  national  officers,  including 
the  offices  of  governor  and  presidential  electors,  and  that  we  voted  at  the  precinct 
known  as  Precinct  No.  2,  in  said  town  of  Archer,  and  that  we  then  and  there  voted 
for  the  whole  republican  ticket,  both  State  and  natiorial ;  we  further  say  that  a  fair 
and  impartial  election,  unbiased  by  the  use  of  money,  terrorism,  or  other  oomipting 
and  vicious  influences,  would  have  given  the  republican  ticket  a  majority  of  at  least 
300;  and  that  we  make  this  statement  from  our  knowledge  of  the  number  of  republicans 
and  democrats  present  at  said  general  election  on  said  7th  day  of  November. 
Aaron  Rollins.  Gibbs  Allen,  his  x  mark. 

Wm.  Jones.  M.  Wadsworth,  his  x  mark. 

Dmvid  Brown,  his  x  mark.  Henry  Riley,  his  x  mark. 

James  M.  Lur,  sr.j  his  x  mark.  Allen  Purby,  his  x  mark. 

Staadley  Hunt,  his  x  mark.  Peter  Spaw,  his  x  mark. 

Frank  Hamson^  his  x  mark.  Peter  Span,  his  x  mark. 

Rick  M.  Glocklin,  his  x  mark.  Horis  Campbell,  his  x  mark. 

Lewis  Cheny,  his  x  mark.  James  Mintou,  his  x  mark. 

Isaac  Sams,  his  x  mark.  G.  Moore. 

Henry  J.  Poresey,  his  x  mark. 

In  presence  of  Allen  M.  Jones. 
State 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  24,  A.  D.  l'^6. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge,  A  8. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County:  ' 

Before  me,  W\  K.  Cessna,  judge  of  the  county  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  came  Allen  M.  Jones^  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  that  he  returned  the  signature  of  the  persons,  nineteen  in  number, 
whose  names  are  appended  to  the  foregoing  affidavit,  and  that  tue  .same  are  the  genu- 
ine  signatures  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  above. 

ALLEN  M.  JONES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  24.  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge  A.  C. 
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Slate  of  Florida,  Alaohua  Coanty : 

Before  me  personally  came  Elbert  M.  Kinney,  Henry  Washington,  and  Frank  Brown  r 
who,  being  first  dnly  sworn,  says,  each  for  himself,  npon  his  own  knowledge,  that  the 
followine-named  persons  voted  Archer  p.^  in  the  State  and  coanty  aforesaid,  at  a  general 
election  for  State  and  national  officers,  (including  the  offices  of  governor  and  presiden- 
tial electors,)  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  viz  : 

Abram  Sims,  Ed.  Payne,  Aaron  Thomas,  Thos.  Mitcheal,  Jesse  Wells,  Jas.  Page, 
Lewis  Lnn^,  Ramsay  Mitcheal,  Fortune  Natil,  George  Evans,  Spencer  Frazer,  William 
Green,  Sandles  Willian,  Julius  Halsa,  Albert  Tyler,  Sandy  Tyler,  Saul  Ripley,  Randall 
Dickerson,  £d.  Foal,  Stephen  Catannee,  Frank  Coleman,  Thos.  Haines,  Allen  Brown, 
Manual  Milton,  Peter  Brown,  Wade  Brown,  John  Brown,  Calif  Peterson,  Abram  Ham- 
ilton, Mack  Willians,  Moses  Brown,  Jesse  Landon,  Lewis  Reeldiug,  Hepry  Peterson, . 
Pompey  Lawrince,  Wash.  Wilson,  Bill  Jones,  Reuben  Wilson,  Irwin  Johnson,  Ed.  John- 
son, Jacwb  Johnson,  Ed.  Peterson,  George  Edwards,  Henry  Peterson,  Sauders  Jenanty, 
Robert  Davis,  Pomper  and  Jerry  Taylor,  and  W.  Mosley.  That  they  voted  at  t^e  pre- 
cinct known  as  precinct  No.  2,  in  said  town  of  Archer,  and  that  they  then  and  there,  on 
said  day  of  election,  cast  their  ballots  for  the  full  republican  ticket,  both  State  and 
national ;  and,  further,  they  the  said  deponent  make  this  affidavit  upon  the  grounds 
that  they  delivered  the  said  several-named  persons  their  ticket  and  saw  their  voting 
at  said  election. 
Signed  in  presence  of  Joseph  Brues. 

ELBERT  McKINNEY,  his  x  mark. 

HENRY  WASHINGTON,  his  x  mark. 

FRANK  BROWN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  25,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  K.  CESSNA, 

Couoty  Judge,  A.  C. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Saul  Wright,  David  Brown,  and  Jos.  McLin,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  savs,  each  for  himself,  that  Milton  Richardson,  Simon  Wright,  Thomas 
Wnffht,  Jos.  Thompson,  Godfrey  Griffin,  Morris  Crocket,  F.  Y.  Ramsay,  Dennis  Phil- 
ips, Nelson  Brown,  reter  Weaver,  Arch.  Green,  William  Moses,  Turner  Gray,  voted  at 
precinct  No.  2  at  Archer,  at  a  general  election  for  State  and  national  officers,  including 
the  offices  of  governor,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  they  voted 
the  recular  republican  ticket,  both  State  and  national. 
In  the  presence  of  Allen  Jones. 

SAUL  WRIGHT,  his  x  mark. 

DAVID  BROWN,  his  x  mark. 

JAS.  McLIN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  nie  this  November  23,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge,  A.  C. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  An- 
drew Le  Berth,  Richard  Doby,  Kiuchen  Reives,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
8ayst)iat  he  saw  the  following-named  persons,  all  qualified  electors  of  Alachua  County, 
at  Archer,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  and  knew  how  each  man  voted,  and  that  each 
one  voted  the  republican  ticket  for  presidential  elector,  member  of  Congress,  and  State 
officers,  affiants  having  seen  their  tickets  and  saw  them  vote  : 

Dick  Walton,  Manuel  Street,  Madison  Jackson,  Jack  Rowe.  Fred  Rowe,  Jacob  Rowe, 
David  Lewis,  Moses  Brown,  Walse  Walton,  Wash.  Moseley,  Allen  McCoy,  Cha«.  Mose- 
ley,  Pompey  Gaskins,  Chambers  Jackson,  Jack  Mack,  and  Jerry  Taylor. 

ANDREW  LE  BERTH,  his  x  mark. 
RICHARD  DOBY,  his  x  mark. 
KINCHEON  REIVES,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER,  Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Alachua  D.  C. 

FLEMING   LIST  CORRECTED. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  R.  H.  Black,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Alachua  County,  State  aforesaid ;  is  a  qualified  elector ;  was 
duly  appointed  and  qualified  as  an  inspector  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2;  that  he  has 
examin^  Schedule  B,  attached  to  affidavit  of  one  Fleming,  containing  the  names  of 
certain  persons  whom  he  alleges  were  not  present  and  did  not  vote  at  said  Archer  pre- 
cinct No.  2  on  the  said  day  of  election,  held  on  the  7tb  day  of  Novemlier,  A.  D.  1876 
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He  further  states  that  he  was  present  and  saw  the  following-named  persons,  mentioned 
in  said  schedule,  present  and  voting  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election,  to  wit: 
Jerry  Allen,  Arch  Adams,  Gibbie  Anderson,  \V.  Bryant,  Ed.  Terry,  W.  Smith,  Joo. 
Wilson,  Burrell  Keed. 

R.  H.  BLACK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

.JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary-  Public. 

ALACniA,   ARCHER  rKECINCT. 

1.  The  republicans  de.sire  the  examination  of  Thomas  H.  Vance,  clerk  of  Archer  pre- 
cinct, as  to.lhe  facts  stated  in  his  affidavit  already  tiled. 

As  to  his  age,  birthplace,  education,  and  length  of  residence  in  Florida :  all  the 
details  of  the  election  ;  what  he  did,  and  what  all  the  other  election-officers  dia ;  what 
number  of  votes  were  cast,  and  for  what  tickets ;  what  announcement  was  made  of 
the  vote,  and  by  whom  ;  what  certificates  were  made  of  the  result  of  the  election ;  by 
whom  signed,  and  the  circumstances;  how  lung  witness  has  been  in  Tallahassee,  and 
by  whom  sent  for.  * 

2.  Examination  of  R.  H.  Black,  inspector  of  election,  same  question  as  in  caj^e  of 
Vance. 

3.  Major  McKane.  Examined  as  to  mark  of  Floyd  Dnkes  to  affidavit  tiled  by  re- 
publicans.    Did  Dukes  touch  pen  and  was  he  sworn  f 

4.  Josiah  T.  Walls.    As  to  offer  of  $25  to  Floyd  Dnkes,  testitied  to  yesterday. 

The  above  paper  has  the  following  indorsement:  "Alachua  County  precinct.  Mem- 
orandum as  to  examination  of  Vance  and  Black.  Maj.  McKane  and  J.  P.  Walls. 
Filed  by  republican  committee." 

FLEMING   LIST  DENIED. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Thomas  H.  Vance,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de^K^se* 
and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Alachua  County,  State  aforesaid ;  is  a  qualified  elector; 
was  duly  appointed  and  qualified  as  a  clerk  of  election  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2 ;  that 
he  has  examined  Schedule  B,  attached  to  affidavit  of  one  Fleming,  containing  the 
names  of  certain  persons  whom  he  alleges  were  not  present  and  did  not  vote  at  said 
Archer  precinct  No.  2  on  the  said  day  of  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  November,  1876. 
He  farther  states  that  he  was  present  and  saw  the  following-named  persons,  mentioned 
in  said  schedule,  present  and  voting  at  said  precinct  ou  said  day  of  ele4;tion,  to  wit : 
Jerry  Allen,  Arch  Brown,  Jesse  Brown,  Cato  Daniel,  Moses  Cooper. 

THOS.  H.  VANCE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1866. 

JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  JUDGE  DAWK1N8. 

Jadge  J.  B.  Dawkins : 

Inclosed  find  the  copies  desired  by  yourself.  If  you  have  not  sent  away  the  certified 
copy  of  the  county  canvassers'  return  I  would  like  to  make  a  correction.  As  the 
record  now  stands  the  copy  is  incorrect. 

Respectfully,  I.  E.  WEBSTER. 

Received  Gainesville,  Florida,  November  25, 1876,  6  p.  m. 

DAWKINS. 

This  affiant,  James  B.  Dawkins,  a  resident  and  citizen  of  Alachua  Connty,  daly 
Bwom,  states  on  oath  that  he  was  present  on  Saturday,  November  11,  1876,  during 
canvass  at  Gainesville,  Alachna  County,  Florida,  by  the  county  canvassers  for  said 
county  of  the  votes  polled  for  said  election  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1S76. 
That  he  had  copies  of  said  returns  made  out  and  certified  to  by  I.  E.  Webeter,  clerk  of 
Alachua  County,  Florida,  upon  which  retnm  there  only  appeared  the  names  of  two 
canvassers,  to  wit :  L.  A.  Barnes,  sherifl',  and  I.  fi.  Webster,  clerk.  The  other  canvass- 
ers, W.  H.  Belton,  justice  of  the  peace,  refusing  positively  to  sign  the  same. 

This  affiant  further  states  on  oath  that  on  Saturday  night,  the  25th  November,  lr^6, 
that  he  received  a  note  from  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  court  for  said  county,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereto  attached;  that  it  was  too  late  at  night  to  examine  the  records  to 
which  the  note  drew  attention. 

That  on  the  following  Monday  morning,  November  27,  1876,  this  affiant^  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  company  with  said  clerk,  upon  inspection  found  that  the 
name  of  W.  H.  Belton  had  been  added  to  said  returns.  This  affiant  then  applied  to 
said  clerk,  I.  E.  Webster,  for  a  certificate  of  facts,  who  gave  to  this  affiant  the  attached 
certificate,  showing  when  the  same  was  placed  there,  and  who  were  present  wbeii  it 
was  signed. 
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This  affiant  further  states  that  W.  Belton,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
while  cool  and  sober,  made  out  in  his  own  handwriting  and  dictated  the  further 
attached  affidavit,  which  is  verified  in  part  by  his  brother-in-law. 

This  affiant  farther  states  that  several  gentlemen  of  nndonbted  integrity  signed  the 
fnrther  affidavit  hereto  attached  showing  the  condition  of  the  said  W.  H.  Belton  on 
Friday,  when  the  clerk  thinks  he  signed  the  returns. 

This  affiant  saw  and  inspected  the  original  return  made  by  the  inspectors  at  Archer 
box  No.  2  in  Alachua  County,  and  believes  that  the  signatures  thereto  attached  are 
all  in  the  same  handwriting  of  the  body  of  said  return ;  that  the  paper  purpartina  to 
be  a  poll-list,  found  in  the  box,  upon  loose  sheets  of  paper,  without  numbers  attached 
to  names,  with  no  signatures  of  inspectors'  names  annexed,  counted  out  five  hundred 
and  thirty-five  names,  while  the  return  shows  Horatio  Bisbee  received  three  hun- 
dred and  ninetj-nine,  and  Jesse  J.  Finlay  received  for  Congress,  for  the  second  con- 
gressional district,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  making  five  hundred  and  forty 
votes  polled,  an  excess  of  five  votes  returned  over  tne  poll-list. 

This  affiant  further  states  that  when  the  box  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2  was  produced 
and  opened,  the  clerk,  I.  £.  Webster,  exhibited  and  states  that  the  box  had  been  un- 
touched, and  was  in  the  same  conoition  as  when  delivered  to  him.  The  seals  were 
then  broken,  and  the  county  canvassers  proceeded  to  count  the  tickets,  and  found  only 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  tickets  m  the  box. 

This  affiant  further  states  that  his  attention  was  particularly  called  and  directed  to 
the  appearance  of  some  of  the  tickets  in  said  box  No.  2  at  Archer,  and  that  he  is  sat- 
isfied from  their  appearance  that  over  twenty  of  the  tickets  in  said  box  had  never 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  voter,  were  only  folded  once,  and  could  never  have  passed 
through  the  hole  into  the  box,  and  had  no  puncture  in  them,  as  the  others  had,  as 
though  they  had  been  strung  together  with  a  needle  and  thread,  as  the  others  were. 

JAMES  B.  DAWKINS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  1876. 

w.  M.  Mcintosh, 

Notary  Public  for  Leon  County,  Florida. 

VOTES  AT  ARCHER  NO.  2. 

state  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  qualified  electors  of  Alachua  County,  who  firdt  being  duly  sworn, 
do  hereby  say  upon  our  oaths  that  we  are  qualified  voters  6f  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid ;  that  we  were  present  at  Archer  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A,  D.  1876,  at 
a  general  election  held  on  said  day  for  State  and  national  officers,  including  the  offi- 
cers of  governor  and  presidential  electors ;  that  we  voted  at  the  precinct  known  as 
precinct  No.  2,  in  said  town  of  Archer,  and  that  we  then  and  there  voted  the  full  re- 
publican ticket,  both  State  and  national. 

In  presence  of — 

Allen  M.  Jones. 

Allen  Baily,  his  x  mark.  Neel  White,  his  x  mark. 

J.  Johnson,  his  x  mark.  Henry  Buskiu,  his  x  mark. 

William  Ellis,  his  x  mark.  William  Span,  his  x  mark. 

Hilliard  T.  Brown.  Scipio  Webb,  his  x  mark. 

Ansel  McGlocklin,  his  x  mark.  J.  Brown,  his  x  mark. 

Henry  Ladson,  his  x  mark.  James  Brown,  his  x  mark. 

Thomas  Mintor,  his  x  mark.  Jacob  Brown,  his  x  mark. 

Lewis  Mack,  his  x  mark.  William  Wood,  bin  x  mark. 

Jordan  Thomas,  his  x  mark.  £phraim  Shaw,  his  x  mark. 

A.  Wright,  his  x  mark.  Saml.  Neal,  his  x  mark. 

Dick  Burket,  his  x  mark.  Tom  Davis,  his  x  mark. 

John  McLiu,  sr.,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  24,  A.  D.  l'<76. 

W.  K.  CKSSNA, 
County  Judge,  Alachua  County. 

State  of  l^lorida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me,  W.  K.  Cessna,  judge  of  the  county  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  came  Allen  M.  Jones,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  that  he  witnessed  the  signatures  of  the  persons  (twenty-three  in 
number)  whose  names  are  appended  to  the  foregoing  affidavit,  and  the  same  are  the 
genuine  signatures  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  above. 

ALLEN  M.  JONES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  24, 1876. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 
County  Judge,  Alachua  County. 
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State  of  Florida,  Alachua  Coanty : 

PefBonally  came  before  me  J.  M.  SnowdaD,  who,  sworn,  deiK)8e8  and  says  that  he  ia 
a  oitiaen  of  Alachua  Couaty;  that  he  is  a  qualified  voter  of  said  county,  and  that  he 
voted  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876. 

J.  M.  SNOWDEN, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER.  Clerk. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  CONDITION. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  duly  sworn,  state  on  oath  that  we  are  personallv  ac- 
quainted with  W.  H.  Belton,  justice  of  the  peace  for  Alachua  County  and  one  of  the 
county  canvassers  board,  ana  state  on  oath  that  they  saw  said  W.  H.  Belton  from 
about  nine  o'clock  Friday,  the  24th  instant,  until  he  left  the  town  of  Gainesville  for 
Archer,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day ;  that  he  was  verv  drunk  from  said  hour  of 
nine  until  late  in  the  evening  of  said  day,  and  incapable  of  knowing  or  understanding 
what  he  was  doing. 

J.  A.  CARLISLE. 

S.  C.  BERILL. 

R.  Y.  H.  THOMAS. 

HENRY  WASHINGTON,  his  x  mark. 

HENRY  McINTIRE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  27, 1876. 
Witness  my  hand. 

[SEAL.]  S.  F.  HALLIDAY. 

Notary  Public 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  W.  H.  Belton,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath 
that  if  he  signed  the  original  certificate  of  result  of  election  of  the  county  canvassers 
of  Alachua  County,  as  alleged,  or  if  his  name  apnears  thereto,  he  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  same  which  now  apnears  on  the  records  of  Aiachna  County  as  having;  been  p&oed 
there  on  Friday,  the  24tii  da^  of  November,  or  any  other  day,  is  beyond  his  knowledge, 
and  that  he  has  no  recollection  of  placing  the  same  there  or  authorizing  any  one  else 
to  put  it  there. 

W.  H.  BELTON. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1876. 
Witness  my  band  and  seal. 

S.  F.  HALLIDAY, 
Notary  Public 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Walter  Stanners,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  was 
personally  present  when  W.  H.  Belton  made  and  subscribed  to  the  within  affidavit  or 
statement  in  reference  to  the  signing  of  the  certificate  of  result  of  the  county  can- 
vassers of  said  county ;  and  that  the  said  W.  H.  Belton  was  cool  and  entirely  free  from 
the  influence  of  liquor ;  and  that  he  did  the  same  freely  and  voluntarily ;  and  that 
deponent  is  tlie  brother-in-law  of  the  said  W.  H.  Belton. 

W.  STANNERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subecribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876.    Witness  my 
hand  and  Bcal. 
[L.  8.]  S.  F.  HALLIDAY, 

■    Notary  Public 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Aiachna  County,  and  State  of 
Florida,  do  hereby  certify  under  my  hand  and  official  seal  that  I  was  one  of  the  oouirty 
canvassing-board  in  Alachua  County  at  the  general  [election  J  held  on  the  7th  dav  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  and  that  the  original  canvass  as  made  by  said  board,  and  as 
originally  recorded  by  me  as  such  clerk,  and  sent  to  M.  L.  Steams,  as  governor  of  said. 
State,  and  S.  B.  McLin,  as  secretary  of  said  State,  at  Tallahassee,  waa  not  signed  by 
W.  H.  Belton,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county,  and  one  of  the  county  canvassers 
at  said  election ;  but  that  the  said  W.  H.  Belton  positively  refused  to  give  his  signature 
thereto. 

This  affiant  further  states  that  W.  H.  Belton,  justice  and  canvasser,  did  si^  the  said 
return  at  my  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  in  the  county  of  Alachua,  I  think,  on  the 
24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  Friday ;  and  to  my  recollection  my 
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deputy,  F.  8.  Cecil,  L.  Q.  Dennis,  and  some  others,  were  present  when  such  signature 
was  made. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  at  my  office,  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876. 

IRVING  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  came  Irving  E.  Webster  before  roe,  and,  after  being  duly  sworn,  states  on 
oath :  That  I  was  clerk  of  court  for  Alachua  County,  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876^  and  have  been  such  clerk  ever  since:  that  the  return  and  ballot-box  of 
Aicher  precinct  No.  2,  in  Alachua  County,  was  delivered  to  me  on  the  8th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  about  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  of  said  day,  by  H.  Black,  one  of  the 
republican  inspectors  at  said  box ;  he,  the  said  Black,  being  a  colored  man ;  that  said 
return  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2  was  securely  sealed,  and  the  box  was  also  sealed,  of  said 
precinct  No.  2,  at  Archer;  that  the  return  and  ballot-box  of  said  precint  remained  in 
my  possession  and  was  securely  kept  by  me  under  lock  and  key,  and  that  I  am  well 
and  fully  satisfied  that  said  return  and  ballot-box  of  said  precinct  was  untouched  and 
not  tampered  with  or  seals  broken,  from  the  time  they  were  delivered  to  me  on  the  8th 
November,  1876,  until  they  were  opened  publicly,  in  the  presence  of  the  county  can- 
vassers on  the  llth  day  of  November,  1876,  when  the  county  canvass  for  tbe  general 
election  was  commenced  in  this  county.  I  unhesitatiD^ly  affirm  that  said  return  and 
ballot-box  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2  was  not  tampered  with,  interfered  with,  or  changed 
by  me>  or  any  one  else,  while  said  return  and  ballot-box  was  in  my  possession,  from  the 
8th  day  of  November,  1876,  when  it  was  delivered  to  me,  up  to  the  time  on  the  llth 
day  of  November,  1876,  when  said  precinct  was  canvassed  by  the  county  board  of 
canvassers. 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Alachua  County  and  fifth  judicial 
circuit  of  Florida,  do  hereby  further  swear  that  the  certificate  heretofore  given  by  me 
on  the  14th  November,  1876,  to  the  effect  that  I  was  satisfied  that  there  was  fraud  con- 
MCted  with  precinct  No.  2,  at  Archer,  Alachua  County,  was  and  is  true,  but  that  I 
felt  oonstrained,  under  the  law,  as  one  of  the  county  canvassers,  by  virtue  of  my  office 
as  clerk  of  the  court  as  aforesaid,  to  send  said  return,  with  tbe  proofs  as  made,  for  the 
decision  of  said  State  canvassing-board  at  Tallahassee. 

The  certificate  referred  to  is  hereto  attached  and  made  part  of  this  return  and  affi- 
davit. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  23d  November,  1K76. 

W.  H.  BELTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

Gainesville,  Fla.,  November  14, 1876.   . 

I  believe,  under  the  law,  that  we  have  no  authority  to  throw  out  a  precinct  return, 
but  as  county  canvassers  we  must  send  the  returns  up  to  the  State  board  as  it  comes 
tons. 

I  am  satisfied,  as  a  county  canvasser  and  clerk  of  the  co^rt,  that  there  is  fraud  con- 
nected with  the  returns  and  box  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  Alachua  County,  Florida, 
but  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  as  a  county  inspector  and  clerk  of  the  court,  under  the 
law,  to  send  up  the  return  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2  to  the  State  board  at  Tallahassee 
for  their  deliberation  and  determination. 

I.  E.WEBSTER,  Clerk. 

CORRECTION   BY  I.  E.  WEBSTER. 

Gainesville,  Fla.,  Xoceniher  23,  1876. 

Having  at  the  solicitation  of  J.  B.  Dawkins,  of  this  place,  made  a  statement  over 
my  official  signature  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  on  the  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  to  the  effect  that  there  was,  in  my  opinion,  fraud  connected  with  the  election- 
returns  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2, 1  feel  now  bound,  in  the  light  of  further  information 
on  the  subject,  to  withdraw  this  statement  and  make  the  following : 

Since  the  statement  referred  to  above  was  made,  the  whole  matter  of  alleged  fraud 
or  irregularity  at  Archer  precinct  No.  2  has  been  under  investigation  by  uie  grand 
jury,  duly  impaneled,  for  Alachua  County,  which  body  have  examined  a  number  of 
witnesses  on  the  subject,  and  have  had  before  them  all  the  records  connected  wth 
the  precinct  above  mentioned,  inclndine  the  returns,  poll-list,  registration-list,  and 
ballot-box;  and  the  failure  of  the  gjrana  jury  to  discover  any  evidence  of  fraud  or 
disregard  of  law  on  tDe  part  of  those  officers  having  charge  of  the  election  at  said 
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prelciDct,  together  with  the  Btatement  of  pernons  having  fnll  knowledge  of  all  the 
i)roceeding8  there,  have  convinced  me  that  the  return  made  from  Archer  preoioci 
No.  2  was  a  correct  one,  and  that  the  reports  of  fraud  are  entirely  without  foundation. 

1,  therefore,  cheerfully,  voluntarily,  and  without  hesitation,  and  as  one  of  the  canvass- 
ers of  this  county,  retract  my  former  st^itemeut  made  to  Judge  Dawkins  and  join  the 
public  generally  in  the  belief  that  the  return  made  of  the  vote  at  Archer  precinct  No. 

2,  by  the  inspectors,  was  a  correct  return. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  Couuty  : 

Before  me  came  personally  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  court  of  Alachua  County,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  the  foregoing  ntatement  he  has  made  volun- 
tarily and  from  a  »en»e  of  his  duty  in  the  prenuset*. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER. 

Sworn  t*>  and  Mubscribed  before  me  thi!>  *2:U\  dav  of  November,  1876. 

fHKAi..]  *  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

Ofuck  of  Cleijk  of  Ci ucrn  CorKT  for  Alachua  County, 

(rainesriUe,  November  23, 1W6. 
This  is  to  eertify  that  W.  H.  Belton  has  ihirt  day,  as  one  of  the  board  of  county  caa- 
vasserh,  signed  the  certiHcate  of  the  i-emilt  of  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  in  this 
county  at  the  late  general  election  made  by  the  iNtard  on  the  13th  instant,  and  tJiatall 
copies  of  said  certiHcate  hei*eti»fore  made  and  not  having  his  signature  are  not  correct 
copies  of  said  certificate  as  it  now  appeai>»  on  tile  in  the  records  of  this  office. 
[SEAL.]  IRVING  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

PKKSKXTMKXT  OF   OUAXl>  JIRV. 

In  the  circuit  court,  filth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida,  fall  t«rm,  A.  D.  l!^6.  Alachua  County. 

The  grand  jurors  of  the  State  of  Florida,  impaneled  and  sworn  to  inquire  and  true 
presentments  make  in  and  for  the  body  of  the  county  of  Alachua  aforesaid,  do  mtke 
this  general  presentment,  after  a  long  session,  during  which  time,  it  is  our  principal 
daty  to  say,  that  we  have  had  under  our  consideration  no  less  than  five  cawes  of  homi- 
cide, all  of  which  have  occurred  during  the  present  year.  These  occurrences  are  in  a 
great  manner  attributable  to  the  censurable  practice  of  carrying  concealed  weapons. 
Of  the  more  ordinary  felonies  we  have  had  but  one  case  under  our  consideration,  and 
that  a  matter  of  inquiry  alone  on  the  part  of  the  grand  jury,  not  having  been  reported 
from  a  jnstice  court,  and  for  which  an  indictment  was  found. 

We  regret  to  say  that  one  justice  of  the  peace  sent  up  returns  to  this  body  from  hia 
court  entirely  unsupported  by  any  evidence  whatever,  at  great  expense  to  the  State. 
We  would  call  the  attention  to  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  generally  to  use 
more  care  in  the  examination  of  these  witnesses  in  all  cases  coming  before  them  for  a 
preliminary  hearing,  and  to  be  sure  of  their  proof  before  they  bind  parties  to  answer 
to  a  higher  court. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  we  have  been  iuformed  by  the  State's  attorney  that 
only  four  informations  have  been  presented  during  the  present  court  for  petty  misde- 
meanors, lliis  is  an  evidence  to  us  that  crimes  of  lower  grade  appear  to  be  les- 
sening. 

We  find  the  public  roads  and  bridges  in  very  bad  fix,  and  we  are  informed  that  they 
have  not  been  worked  this  year,  and  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the  road  oommis- 
sioners  in  the  respective  road  distiicts  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  would  remind 
them  that  there  is  a  penalty  under  the  law  for  neglect  of  dnty. 

We  have  examined  in  the  condition  of  the  couuty  clerk's  office  and  find  it  in  a  very 
unsafe  condition,  and  would  recommend  a  fire-proof  safe  for  the  security  of  the  records. 
Otherwise  in  good  order. 

The  sheriff's  office  in  good  condition ;  books  proi>crly  kept  and  in  neat  condition 
No  furniture  wanted. 

County  treasurer's  books  correct,  after  a  thorough  examination ;  find  we!l  kept. 

Judge  of  probate  books  in  good  condition;  find  nothing  wanted;  has  iion  safe  in 
office  for  safe  preservation  of  books  and  papers. 

We  do  most  earnestly  recommend  that  a  rock  or  brick  jail  be  built  at  the  earliest 
day  practicable.  We  also  recommend  that  a  combination  fence  of  wood  and  iron  be 
built  around  the  court-house  square,  and  that  the  grounds  be  improved.  We  wouW 
also  recommend  that  the  court-house  be  renovated,  and  that  proper  locks  and  fasten- 
ings be  put  on  tlie  doors  and  windows  for  l>etter  security  of  the  same. 

We  would  congratulate  the  i>eople  of  oiu-  county  upon  the  |»eaceable  manner  in 
which  our  election  has  passed  away.  In  regard  to  the  reported  fraud  at  box  No,  i, 
at  Archer  jii-ecinct,  we  have  had  before  us  four  or  five  witnesses  and  access  to  the 
polMist  and  returns;  have  examined  them  carefully  and  thoroughly  and  find  they 
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correspond.    We  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  his  honor  J.  H.  Gos*  and  the  State's 
attorney  for  their  able  and  courteous  conduct  while  piesidiug  over  the  court. 
All  of  which  we  respectfully  submit. 

W.  A.  COLCLOUOH, 

ForemaxL 
NOVBMBEK  23, 1876. 

CORRECTKXN  BY  GHAN1>  .U'RV. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  grand  jury,  impaneled  at  the  fall  t<^rm  of  1876, 
circuit  court  of  Alachua  County,  Florida,  beg  leave  to  correct  an  error  which  was  inad- 
vertently made  in  our  general  presentment,  which  error  is  in  that  portion  of  our  pre- 
sentment which  states — 

"In  regard  to  the  reported  fraud  at  box  No.  2,  at  Archer  precinct,  we  have  had 
before  us  four  or  five  witnesses  and  access  to  the  poll-list  and  returns ;  have  examined 
them  carefully  and  thoroughlv,  and  find  they  correspond ;"  which  we  wish  to  correct 
by  stating  that  the  returns  show  that  the  candidates  received  the  following  number 
of  votes,  i-espectively : 

For  members  of  Congress,  H.  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  . 
(399)  votes;  J.  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  (141)  votes, making  five 
hundred  and  forty,  (540.) 

For  governor,  M.  Steams  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  (399;)  George  F. 
Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  (336,)  making  five  hundred  and  thirty-five 
votes,  showing  a  difference  of  five  votes,  which  is  explained  as  follows :  The  poll-list 
shows  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  names,  which  agrees  with  returns  for  governor,  and 
the  retoi-ns  show  five  hundred,  and  forty  votes  for  members  of  Con^^ess,  or  five  votes 
in  excess  of  the  names  npon  the  poll-list. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  D.  Montgomery,  395 ;  N.  Hull,  141. 

For  electors,  F.  C.  Humpries,  399;  W.  Call,  136;  C.H.  Pierce,  399;  J.  E.  Yonge,  136  ; 
F.  W.  Long,  399;  R.  B.  Hilton,  136;  W.H.  Holden,  399;  Robert  BuUock,  136. 

For  State  senator,  J.  F.  Walls,  399 ;  P.  P.  King,  136. 

For  assemblymen,  L.  G.  Dennis,  397 ;  M.  Sparkman,  l:^^ ;  W.  K.  Cessna,  :m ;  P.  B.  H. 
Dudley,  141. 

For  constables,  F.  Brown,  232 ;  Toby  Adams,  85 ;  H.  Porcea,  20. 

By  actual  count  of  the  ballots  found  in  ballot-box  of  Archer  precinct  No.  2,  there 
were  found  to  be  only  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  votes,  (277.) 

W.  A.  COLCLOUGH. 
J.  A.  CANNON. 
F.  8.  ROBINSON* 
R.  W.  ROBERTS. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida, 
in  and  for  Alachua  County,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  forej^oing  is  a  true  and  correct 
copy  of  the  general  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  fall  term,  A.  D.  1876,  together 
with  the  amendment  of  four  of  the  members  of  the  said  grand  jury,  as  read  in  open 
court  two  days  after  the  general  presentment,  as  the  same  appears  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  afilxed  the  seal  of  the  circuit 
court  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.     ' 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

THE   VOTE  AT  WALDO   PUECIXCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  Joseph  Bowes,  notary  public.  State  at  large,  L.  G.  Dennis, 
esq.,  who,  lieing  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  in 
Alachua  County,  and  has  resided  there  for  the  past  ten  years.  Deponent  says  that  the 
democratic  minority  at  Waldo  nrecinct  at  the  election  held  November  7,  1876,  is  sev- 
eral times  larger  than  at  the  election  held  1872  and  1874,  and  that  the  republicans 
polled  nearlv  the  same  vote  as  in  past  elections. 

L.  G.  DENNIS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  dav  of  Nove Jiber,  1876. 

[8KAL.]  *  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 

CEKTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT   OF  ELECTION   AT  WALDO  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Waldo,  in  the  county 
of  Alachua  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
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An  act  to  provide  for  the  regUtration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  ap- 

E roved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do 
ereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  j»aid  election  was  as  rollows,  viz  : 
For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hnndred  and 
forty-four,  (144  ;)  Marcellus  L.  Steams  sixty-four.  (65.) 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hnndred  and  forty- 
four,  (144 ;)  David  Montgomery  sixty-five,  (65.) 

For  Representative  in  Congress  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  (143 ;)  Horatio  Bisbee  sixty-five,  X66.) 

For  State  senator  Thos.  F.  King  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  (139;)  Josiah 
T.  Walls  sixty-one,  (61.) 

For  member  of  tbe  assembly  J.  N.  Sparkman  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
(138 ;)  P.  B.  H.  Dudley  one  hundred  and  thiity-nine,  (139 ;)  L.  G.  Dennis  sixty-one,  (61;) 
W.  K.  Cesstm  sixty-one,  (61.) 

For  coDstttbles  M.  C.  Goodson  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  (133;)  Joseph 
Jones  fifty-fou^,  (54.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  two  hundred  and  twenty- three,  (223,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven,  (157;)  James  £.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven, 
(157;)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  (157;)  Robert  UuUock 
received  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  (157 ;)  F.  0.  Humphries  received  sixty-six,  (66;) 
Charles  H.  Pearce  received  sixty-six,  (66 ;)  William  H.  Holden  received  sixty-six,  (66;) 
Thomas  W.  Liong  received  sixty-six.  (66.) 

Witness  our  hands  at  Waldo,  in  toe  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  vear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

ELIAS  EARLE. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
HENRY  W.  BRUCE, 
•  Inspector  of  Election, 

PETER  BAILEY. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
D.  L.  BANNING, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

SPECIFICATION  A8  TO  WAU>0  PRECINCT. 

Democrats  claim  that  the  return  from  this  precinct  should  not  be  rejected;  that  the 
only  thing  this  board  of  State  canvassers  can  do  is  to  purge  the  poll  by  striking  out 
and  excluding  the  illegal  votes  cast  at  said  precinct,  all  the  illegal  votes  cast  l^ing 
definitely  ascertained.  We  claim  that  there  was  no  fraudulent  conduct  or  acts  upon 
the  part  of  the  inspectors  or  other  persons,  or  any  facts  connected  with  the  election 
at  Waldo  which  in  any  wav  taints  the  precinct  or  i>oll  as  such,  but  that  the  only 
irregularity  or  illegality  that  can  be  shown  is  attached  to  certain  ascertained 
votes,  22  in  number,  cast  by  persons  who  believed  at  the  time  that  they  had  the  right 
to  vote  at  such  precinct,  all  of  which  votes  were  not  cast  for  President  and  Vice-Pres- 
ident. That  no  fraud  was  intende<l  or  practiced  in  relation  to  said  votes  or  otherwise, 
but  that  said  vot^s  were  received  by  the  common  consent  of  the  inspectors  and  of  all 
officers  of  election,  including  the  United  States  supervisors,  under  the  belief  that  they 
were  authorized  and  legal  votes,  and  only  under  a  misconception  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  case,  and  after  an  ineffectual  effort  had  been  made  to  obtain  legal  advice  upon 
the  subject,  and  that  the  ballots  voted  by  such  persons  were  marked  so  that  they 
might  be  distinguished  in  case  it  should  appear  that  the  same  were  illegally  and  im- 
properly received,  by  being  numbered  with  a  number  corresponding  to  that  opposite 
to  tlie  voters'  names  on  the  poll-list,  such  persons  were  not,  as  alleged  in  the  contest- 
ants' specifications,  emigrants' passing  through  Waldo  by  railroad,  hut  were  persons 
then  and  still  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Waldo. 

The  number  of  such  persons  who  voted  for  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors  was 
thirteen,  (13.) 

The  number  of  such  persons  who  voted  for  the  Hayes  electors  was  four,  (4.) 

The  number  of  such  persons  who  voted  for  S.  J.  Tilden  and  T.  A.  Hendricks  was 
two,  (2.) 

The  votes  of  the  remaining  three  persons  of  said  twenty-two  are  unknown  by  us,  as 
we  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  same,  having  no  access  to  or  control  of  the  bal- 
lots. The  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  for  the  Tilden  electors,  as  shown  by  the  return, 
were  one  hundred  and  lifty-seven,  (157,)  and  the  votes  for  the  Hayes  electors  were 
sixty-six,  (66.) 

The  democrats  assent  to  the  purging  of  this  poll  of  the  votes  shown  to  have  been 
improperly  but  innocently  cast  thereat  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  as 
aforesaid,  so  that  the  true  vote  cast  at  this  precinct  shall  stand  and  be  counted  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit :  for  the  Tilden  electors  one  hiinilred  and  forty-four  (141)  votes,  and  for 
the  Hayes  electors  sixty-two  (62)  votes. 
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In  support  hereof  we  offer  the  followiDg: 

1.  Amaayit  of  B.  W.  Campbell,  a  United  States  supervisor  of  election  at  said  pre- 
einct^  containinfi^iSnbstantiallyy  the  above  facts. 

2.  Affidavit  of  William  Noyes,  republican  supervisor  of  election  at  said  precinct, 
stating  that  no  fraud  was  intended  or  practiced  at  such  election,  and  that  anjr  irregu- 
larities, if  any,  occurring  at  said  election,  weie  the  result  of  ignorance  and  misconcep- 
tion of  the  laws  governing  elections  in  Florida ;  that  any  affidavit  signed  by  him  pur- 
porting to  the  contrary  of  the  statement  in  this  affidavit  was  not  read  to  him  correctly, 
and  was  signed  by  him  in  ignorance  of  its  full  contents,  and  is  a  fraud  and  a  cheat. 

3.  Affidavit  of  Henry  W.  Bruce,  which  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  William 
Noyes,  the  said  Bruce  being  an  inspector  at  said  precinct. 

4.  Affidavit  of  D.  L.  Branning,  clerk  of  elections  at  such  precinct,  stating  the 
vote  cast  thereat,  and  that  any  irregularity,  if  any,  were  not  connned  to  party  or  color, 
but  arose  from  ignorance  and  misconstruction  of  the  law,  and  not  from  an  intention  or 
desire  to  disregard  the  same. 

5.  Affidavits  of  John  W.  Perry  of  said  county,  stating  that  if  there  was  any 
illegal  voting  at  said  precinct  it  was  not  confined  to  voters  of  either  party,  but 
occurred  only  by  reason  of  misunderstanding  of  the  election-laws,  and  that  the  elec- 
tion was  conducted  fairly  in  every  respect. 

6.  Affidavits  of  John  W.  Lenley.  M.  J.  Robinson,  W.  S.  Carpenter,  Willis  G.  Good- 
son,  8.  H.  Ransom,  Robert  Doak,  B.  B.  Ewing,  Thomas  Aldridge,  W.  H.  Hammond,  J.< 
W.  Newberry,  and  Thomas  A.  Peck,  of  said  county,  being  of  said  twenty-two  voters, 
showing  for  whom  they  voted  at  said  election. 

7.  Affidavits  of  T.  B.  Smith,  Abe  Mosley,  Joseph  Linn,  M.  S.  Cheeves,  J.  H.  Massey, 
of  said  county,  showing  how  Melzey  Taylor,  Mathew  Sanders,  W.  H.  Gardner,  J.  F, 
Day,  and  Henry  B.  Aiken,  of  said  twenty-two  voters,  respectively,  voted  at  said  elec- 
tion. 

8.  List  and  classification  of  said  twenty-two  unregistered  voters  showing  their 
names  and  for  whom  they  voted  at  said  election,  which  is  a  part  of  this  specihcatiour 

9.  Certified  copy  of  Waldo  precinct  return. 

10.  Copy  of  poll-list  of  Waldo  precinct. 

St^te  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

W.  H.  Hammond,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  late  general  election,  held  at  Waldo  precinct^  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  tor  Wilkinson  Call. 
Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock,  and  James  £.  Yooge  for  electors  of  President  and 
Yioe-Ptesident;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any  office 
whatever. 

W.  H.  HAMMOND. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[L,  8.]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

B.  B.  Erving,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself  enti- 
tled to  vote  at  the  late  general  election,  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  Wilkinson  Call,  Rob- 
ert B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bnllock,  and  James  E.  Yonge,  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  ;  and  that  at  the  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any  other 
office  whatever. 

B.  B.  ERVING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
;  [L,  s.]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Jnstice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

■  Ay.  8.  CarJ>enter,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  late  general  election,  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  Wilkinson  Call, 
Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bnllock,  and  James  E.  Yonge  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice-President;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any  office 
whatever. 

WM.  S.  CARPENTER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  rae  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida, 
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State  of  Fit>ri«iA,  Alachua  County  : 

Wilson  G.  Goodaon,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself 
•entitled  to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  oounty,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  then  and  there  did  wish  to  vote  for  the 
electors  of  President  and  Vice-President.  By  a  mistake,  he  voted  for  Samuel  J.  Til- 
den  for  President  and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks  for  Vice-President,  instead  of  voting  for 
persons  as  members  of  the  electoral  college ;  and  that  at  the  said  election  he  voted  for 
fio  other  person  for  any  office  whatever. 

WILSON  G.  GOODSON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  Hubscrlbed  before  me  this  2,5th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1^76. 

SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachna  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

M.  J.  Robinson,  l>eing  dnly  sworn  according  to  law.  says  that,  believing  bimsei 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on 
the  7  th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vot«  for  Wilkinson 
Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Rol)ert  Bullock,  and  James  E.  Yonge,  for  electors  of  President 
and  Vice-President ;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any 
office  whatever. 

M.  J.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  8ubscril>ed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A*  D.  1876. 
[L.  8.]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Robert  Doak,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself  en- 
titled to  vote  at  the  Tate  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  Frederick  C. 
Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long  for  electors  of 
President  and  Vice-President ;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person 
for  any  office  whatever, 

ROBERT  DOAK. 

Swoni  to  and  Hiibscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Alachua  County,  Florida^ 

iState  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Theodore  A.  Peck,  being  dnly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  Wilkinson  Call, 
Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock,  and  James  £.  Yonge  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  and  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any  office  what- 
<^ver. 

THEODORE  A.  PECK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[r.  8]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Thomas  Aldridge,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  Maroelloa  L. 
Stearns,  for  governor ;  for  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor;  for  Horatio 
Bisl)ee,  jr.,  for  member  of  Congress  from  second  congressional  district;  and  Frederick 
C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  W.  W.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long  for  electors  of 
President  and  Vice-President ;  and  that  at  said  election  be  voted  for  no  other  person 
for  any  office  whatever. 

THOMAS  ALDRIDGE. 

Sworn  to  and  Hiibscribed  before  me  this  2r)ih  day  (^f  November,  A.  D.  1876.  Witness 
juy  hand  and  seal. 

[L.  s]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

8.  C.  Ransom,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law.  says  that,  believing  himself  en- 
titled to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  did  then  and  there  attempt  to  vote  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  electoral  college,  but  by  mistake  he  voted  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  for  Presi- 
dent and  for  Thomas  A.  Hendricks' for  Vice-President,  and  thus  did  not  vote  for  any 
person  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President ;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted 
for  no  other  person  for  any  office  whatever. 

S.  C.  RANSOM. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1H76. 

SAMI..  J.  KENNARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

J.  W.  Newberry,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that,  believin;^  himself  en- 
titled to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo,  in  said  county,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  Ib76,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  George  F.  Drew  for  gov- 
ernor, for  Noble  A.  Hull  for  lieutenant-governor,  for  Jesse  J.Finley  for  member  of  Con- 
gress from  second  congressional  district,  and  for  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  B.Hilton, 
Robert  Bullock,  and  James  E.  Yonge  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President ;  and 
that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  lor  any  otlice  whatever. 

J.  W.  NEWBERRY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2.')th  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1876. 
[L.  8.]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

John  W.  Linley,  being  duly  sworn  aacording  to  law,  says  that,  believing  himself  en- 
titled to  vote  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo,  in  said  county,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1B76,  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert 
B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock,  and  James  E.  Yonge  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  ;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any  office  what- 
ever. 

JOHN  W.  LINLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.,  1876. 
[L.  8.]  *  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Robert  W.  Campbell,  who,  after  beins  duly  sworn, 
states  upon  oath  that  he  was  a  supervisor  of  an  election  held  at  the  Waldo  precinct, 
Alachua  Connty,  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  there 
were  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  votes  polled  and  oonnted  on  that  day  at  said  elec- 
tion ;  of  said  votes  the  electors  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks  each  received  one  hundred 
and  fifty- seven  (157)  votes;  the  electors  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler  each  received  sixty-six 
(66)  votes ;  Oeorge  F.  Drew  and  Noble  A.  Hall  each  received  for  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes ;  Jesse  J.  Finley,  for  member  of  Con- 
gress from  the  second  congressional  district,  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three  (143) 
votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Steams  and  David  Montgomery,  for  governor  and  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, received  sixty-five  (65)  votes;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,for  member  of  Congress fiom 
the  second  congressional  district,  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes;  Thomas  F.  King,  for 
senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
(139)  votes ;  Josiah  T.  Walls,  for  senator  from  said  district,  received  sixty-one  (61) 
votes;  J.  Madison  Spar^man  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138)  votes,  P.B. 
H.  Dudley  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  votes,  L.  G.  Dennis  received 
sixty-one  (61)  votes,  and  W.  K.  Cessna  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes  for  member  of  the 
assembly  from  Alachua  County ;  that  about  twenty-two  persons  voted  at  said  election 
whose  names  did  not  appear  on  the  registration-list;  before  said  persons  voted  they  were 
dulv sworn  that  they  were  duly  qualified  and  registered  voters  of  other  counties;  that  the 
said  twenty  persons  voted  neither  for  county  officers  or  for  member  of  the  senate  of  the 
thirteenth  senatorial  district ;  that  a  portion  of  said  twenty-two  votes  were  ffiven  for 
the  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  alone,  and  the  remainder  of  saia  twenty- 
two  votes  were  given  for  the  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor^ and  member  of  Congress  from  the  second  congressional  district ;  that 
the  ballots  of  said  twenty-two  persons  were  marked  before  being  deposited  in  the  box, 
Bo  they  could  be  identified,  ana  that  the  said  irregularity  in  conducting  the  said  elec- 
tion, if  any  there  was,  was  not  confined  to  party  or  color ;  that  the  said  election  was 
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ooDdacted  fairly,  and  if  there  was  any  irre^larity  or  illegality,  the  same  was 
aioned  by  an  ignorance  and  misoonstraction  of  the  law,  and  not  from  any  desiie 
to  elude,  evade,  or  in  any  way  to  diBregard  the  laws  governing  elections,  and  that  ike 
reenlt  and  returns  were  snbmitted  to,  agreed  upon,  and  approved  by  all  the  inspectors 
and  supervisors  of  both  political  parties. 

ROBERT  W.  CAMPBELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  R.  F.  TAYLOR, 

Notary  Public  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

Personally  came  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  D.  C.  Branuing,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath  that  he  was  the  clerk 
of  the  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  Alachua  County,  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  as  such  clerk  he  kept  a  full  list  of  the  voters  and  a  tally- 
sheet  on  which  was  tallied  the  vote  cast  at  said  election  for  all  the  persons  then  aira 
there  voted  for,  and  the  result  of  such  election  was  as  follows,  to  wit :  George  F.  Drew, 
for  governor,  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes;  Marcellns  L.  Steams, 
for  governor,  received  sixty-five  (65)  Totes ;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  for  lientenant- 
ffovernor  one  hundred  and  forty-fimr  (144)  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  sixty- 
nve  (65)  votes ;  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Wilkinson  Call,  James  £. 
Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock  each  received  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  (154)  votes;  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  F.  C.  Humphries,  C. 
H.  Pearce,  W.  W.  Holden,  and  T.  W.  Long  each  received  sixty-six  (66)  votes :  for  Re- 
presentative in  Congress  from  the  second  congressional  district,  Jesse  J.  FinleT  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  forty-three  (143)  votes ;  for  Representative  in  Congress  trom 
the  second  congressional  district,  Horatio  Bisbee,Jr.,  received  sixty- five  (65^  Totee; 
for  State  senator  from  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  Thomas  F.  King  received  one 
hundred  and  thirt.y-nine  votes;  for  senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district, 
Josiah  T.  Walls  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes;  for  member  of  the  assembly  from 
Alaohaa  County,  J.  M.  Sparkman  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (1%^)  votes, 
P.  B.  H.  Dudley  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  votes ;  for  member  of  the 
assembly,  L.  G.  Dennis  and  W.  K.  Cessna,  each  received  sixtjr-one  (61)  votes ;  that  the 
aaid  result,  after  the  count  and  canvass  was  made,  was  submitted  to,  agreed  upon^  and 
approved  by  all  the  inspectors  and  supervisors  at  said  Waldo  precinct  of  both  political 
parties,  and  if  there  was  any  illegality  or  irregularity  in  the  conduct  of  said  election, 
it  arose  from  ignorance  and  misconstruction  of  the  law,  and  not  from  any  intention  or 
desire  to  disregard  the  same,  and  that  the  election  was  conducted  fairly  and  impar- 
tially, and  the  said  irregularities,  if  any  there  were,  were  not  confined  to  party  or  color. 
The  nuuil>er8  and  figures  aforesaid  are  taken  from  the  tally-sheets  kept  by  him  as 
clerk  aforesaid  at  the  said  precinct  at  Waldo  as  aforesaid. 

D.  L.  BRANNENG. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[L.  8.]  *  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  J.  M.  Perry,  who,  being  duly  sworu,  upon  oath  saya, 
that  he  was  present  at  the  general  .election  held  at  Waldo  precinct  in  Alachua  County, 
and  within  tne  second  congi-essional  district  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876,  and  watched  the  election  closely  at  said  precinct,  and  saw  all  the  persons  who 
voted  there  on  said  day  except  three  or  four.  That  by  misunderstanding  of  the  law 
twenty-two  (22)  persons  only  were  allowed  to  vote  at  said  precinct  who  were  not  reg- 
istered as  voters  of  said  State  and  county.  That  such  persons  who  thus  voted  were 
not  confined  to  either  party.  That  if  there  was  any  illegal  voting  at  said  precinct  it 
was  not  confined  to  votes  of  either  party,  but  it  was  allowed  only  by  reason  of  miaun- 
derstanding  of  the  laws  of  registration  and  election.  That  said  election  was  condacted 
fairly  in  every  respect.  That  there  was  no  fraud  or  violence  manifeste4l  at  said  elec- 
tion at  said  precinct. 

JOE  M.  PERRY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24tli  day  of  November,  l^d. 

SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  Samuel  J.  Kenuard,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Ala- 
chua County,  personally  came  Henry  Bruce,  who,  after  being  auly  sworn,  says  that 
he  is  a  qualified  elector  of  the  State  and  county  above  written,  ana  that  at  the  late 
general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  the  said  county,  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
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ber,  A.  D.  1876,  he  waa  chosen  by  the  electors  there  preeent,  viva  rooe,  to  act  as  in- 
spector at  said  precinct,  and  that  he  did  qualify  and  act  in  the  capacity  of  inspector 
at  the  inrecinct  aforesaid.  That  there  were  twenty-two  persons  who  votisd  on  the  day 
of  election  as  aforesaid  whose  names  were  not  on  the  list  of  registration  of  the  comsty 
aforesaid ;  said  twenty  persons  swore  that  they  were  registered  voters  of  the  State  and 
county  from  whence  they  came,  and  that  they  had  not  voted  at  any  other  place  in  this 
election ;  and  that  said  ballots  were  received  by  consent  of  both,  the  United  States  su- 
pervisors and  all  three  inspectors  of  said  election  upon  the  condition  that  all  such  bal- 
lots should  be  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  name  of  the  person  casting  such  bal- 
lot in  order  that  the  name  could  be  erased  and  the  ballot  thrown  out  in  case  said  per- 
sons so  votiuff  were  not  legally  entitled  to  vote.  This  being  done  in  the  alMience  of 
thorough  \es^  knowledge  as  to  whether  such  votes  could  be  cast  or  not.  That  there 
was  no  fraud  practiced  or  intended,  and  that  all  irregularities,  if  any,  occuring  at  said 
Waldo  precinct  at  said  election,  were  the  result  of  ignorance  and  misconstruction  of 
the  laws  governing  elections  in  this  State.  That  there  was  no  fraud  or  intimidation 
made  or  attempted  to  be  made  at  said  election  at  said  Waldo  preciuct,  aud  tha4;  any 
affidavit  sinied  by  me,  purporting  tojthe  contrary  of  the  foregoing,  was  not  read  to 
me  correctly,  and  was  signed,  I  being  ignorant  of  its  full  and  true  contents,  and  the 
same  is  a  fraud  and  a  cheat. 

HENRY  WILLIAMS  BRUCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber.  Samuel  J.  Kennard,  a  justice  of  the  p^ace  in  and  for  said 
county,  personally  came  William  Noyes,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was 
one  of  the  supervisors  appointed  by* Judge  Locke,  of  the  United  States  district  court, 
for  the  precinct  of  Waldo,  in  said  county,  and  that  he  was  present,  duly  ^ualilied,  and 
acting  in  his  official  capacity  as  such  supervisor  at  an  election  held  at  said  Waldo  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  governor 
and  lientenant-govemer,  members  of  Congress,  State  senator  and  for  assemblymen. 
That  there  were  twenty-two  (22)  votes  polled  by  persons  who  were  not  registered 
voters  of  the  said  county,  but  who  swore  that  they  were  registered  voters  in  the 
county  and  State  from  whence  they  came,  and  that  they  had  not  voted  at  any  other 
place  in  this  election,  and  that  said  ballots  were  received  by  the  consent  of  both  the 
United  States  supervisors  and  all  the  three  inspectors  of  said  election,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  all  'such  ballots  should  be  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  name  of  the  per- 
son casting  such  ballot,  in  order  that  the  name  could  be  erased  and  the  ballots  thrown 
out  in  case  said  persons  so  voting  were  not  legally  entitled  to  vote,  this  being  done  in 
the  absence  of  thoroni2:h  legal  knowledge  as  to  whether  such  votes  could  be  cast  or  not ; 
that  there  was  no  fraud  intended  or  practiced,  and  that  all  irregularities,  if  any, 
occurring  at  said  Waldo  precinct  at  said  election,  were  the  result  of  ignorance  and 
misconstruction  of  the  laws  governing  elections  in  this  State  ;  that  there  was  no  fraud 
-  or  intimidation  made  or  attempted  to  be  made  at  said  election  at  said  Waldo  precinct ; 
and  that  any  affidavit  signed  by  me  purporting  to  the  contrary  of  the  foregoing  was 
not  read  to  me  correctly,  and  was  signed,  I  being  ignoraut  of  its  full  contents;  and 
the  same  is  a  fraud  and  a  cheat. 

WM.  NOYES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  nie  this  25th  dav  of  November.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  '      SAML.  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  J.  M.  Perry,  who,  l)eing  duly  sworn,  upon  oath  says  that  he  was 
present  at  a  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct  in  Alachua  County,  and  within 
the  second  congressional  district  of  Florida,  and  watched  the  election  closely  at  said 
precinct,  and  saw  all  the  persons  who  voted  there,  except  three  or  four,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876 ;  that  by  misunderstanding  of  the  law  (22)  twenty-two  persons 
only  were  allowed  to  vote  at  said  precinct  who  were  not  registered  voters  of  said 
State  and  county ;  that  such  persons  who  thus  voted  were  not  confined  to  either  party ; 
that  there  were  voted  as  announced  by  the  officers  of  said  precinct  the  following 
votes,  viz : 

The  electors  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks  each  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
votes;  that  George  F.  Drew,  for  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  Noble  A.  Hull, 
for  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  each  received  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  votes ;  that  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  for  Representative  to  Congress  from  the 
second  congressional  district  of  Florida  one  hundred  and  forty-three  votes  at  said 
eleetion  at  said  precinct ;  that  Thomas  F.  King,  for  senator  from  the  thirteenth  sena- 
torial district  of  Florida,  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  votes ;  that  P.  B.  Hi 
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DncUey  received  for  State  representative  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  votes ;  that  J.  M. 
Sparkman,  for  State  representative,  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  votes; 
that  the  electors  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler  each  received  sixty-six  votes ;  that  Marcellns 
L.  Steams,  for  governor  of  Florida,  and  David  Montgomery,  for  lieutenant-governor 
of  Florida,  each  received  sixty-five  votes;  that  Horotio  Bisbee  received  sixty- five 
votes  for  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  second  congressional  district  of  Florida ; 
that  Josiah  T.  Walls  received  sixty-one  votes  for  State  senator  from  the  thirteenth 
senatorial  district;  that  L.  G.  Deunis  and  W.  K.  Cessna  each  received  sixty-one  votes 
for  State  representative ;  that  if  there  was  any  illegal  voting  at  said  precinct  it  "was 
not  confinea  to  votes  of  either  party,  but  it  was  allowed  by  misunderstanding  of  the 
laws  of  registration  and  election ;  that  said  election  was  conducted  fairly  in  every 
respect ;  that  there  was  no  fraud  or  violence  manifested  at  said  election  at  said  pre- 
cinct. 

JOE  M.  PERRY. 

Sworn  to  and  subsi-ribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  R.  F.  TAYLOR, 

Notary  Public,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Elias  Earle,  who,  bein^^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  attended  the  election  held  at  Waldo  on  the  7th  instant,  in  the  capacity  of  inspector 
of  elections,  and  that  ten  or  fifteen  persons  voted  the  national  ticket  who  w^ere  regis- 
tered citizens  of  the  State  from  which  they  came,  but  now  residing  in  Alachua  County, 
and  they  were  not  immigrants  moving  through  Waldo,  as  stated  in  the  affidavits  of 
the  other  inspectors ;  that  they  did  not  vote  the  State  and  county  ticket,  and  that  their 
tickets  were  indorsed  with  a  number  and  numbered  to  the  poll-list. 

ELLA.S  EARLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

L  E.  WEBSTER, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court, 
Stat 3  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  t)efore  me,  Samuel  J.  Kennard,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  William 
Noyos,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  supervisors  as  ap- 
pointed by  Judge  Locke,  of  the  United  States  district  court,  for  the  precinct  of  Waldo, 
and  that  he  was  present  in  his  official  capacity  at  an  election  held  at  Waldo  on  the  7tli 
day  of  November,  1876,  for  presidential  electors,  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
congressmen.  State  senator,  and  for  assemblyman ;  that  there  were  twenty-two  (22) 
votes  polled  by  persons  who  were  not  registered  voters  of  the  county,  but  who  swore 
that  thev  were  registered  voters  in  the  county  and  State  from  whence  they  came  and 
they  had  not  voted  at  any  other  place  in  this  election,  and  that  said  ballots  were  re- 
ceived by  the  consent  of  both  supervisors  and  the  three  inspectors  of  said  election, 
npon  the  condition  that  all  such  ballots  should  be  numbered  to  correspond  to  the  name 
of  the  party  casting  such  ballots,  in  order  that  the  name  could  be  erased  and  the  bal- 
lots thrown  out,  this  being  done  in  the  absence  of  thorough  legal  knowledge  as  to 
whether  such  votes  could  be  cast  or  not;  that  there  was  no  fraud  intended  or  prac- 
ticed, and  that  all  irregularities,  if  any  occurring,  was  the  result  of  ignorance  and 
misconstruction  of  the  laws  governing  elections  in  this  State;  that  in  said  election  the 
votes  cast  for  the  different  candidates  were  as  follows : 

For  President  and  Vice-President,  Tilden  and  Hendricks 157 

For  President  and  Vice-President,  Hayes  and  Wheeler G6 

For  governor  and  lieutenant-governor.  Drew  and  Hull 144 

For  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  Steams  and  Montgomery 65 

For  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley 143 

For  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee 65 

For  State  senator,  Thomas  F.  King K» 

For  State  senator,  Josiah  T.  Walls 61 

For  assembly,  J.  M.  Sparkman 139 

For  assembly,  P.  B.  H.  Dudley U^ 

For  assembly,  Dennis  and  Cessna,  each 61 

That  there  was  no  fraud  or  intimidation  made  or  attempted,  and  that  any  affidavit 
signed  by  me  purporting  to  the  contrary  was  not  read  to  me  correctly  and  was  signed, 
I  being  ignorant  of  its  contents  in  full,  and  the  same  is  a  fraud  and  a  cheat. 

WILLL^  NOYES. 

Swoni  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAM.  S.  KENNARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Stiite  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Robert  W.  Campbell,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  stated 
upon  oath  that  ne  is  a  qualified  voter  of  the  county  of  Alachua,  and  State  of  norida» 
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and  that  be  was  a  sapervisorof  the  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct- in  the  said  county 
of  Alachua,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A;  D.  1876,  and  that 
there  were  two  hundred  and  twenty- three  votes  polled  and  counted  at  said  precinct  at 
said  election ;  that  about  twenty-two  persons  voted  at  said  election  whose  names  did 
not  appear  on  the  registration-lists,  but  before  said  persons  voted  they  were  duly  sworn 
that  they  were  duly  qualified  and  registered  voters  of  their  counties,  and  some  of  other 
States ;  that  the  said  twenty- two  persons  voted  for  neither  county  officers  nor  for 
member  of  the  senate  for  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district ;  that  a  jiortiun  of  the  said 
twenty-two  votes  were  given  for  the  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  alone, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  said  twenty-two  votes  were  given  for  the  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  for  governor  and  lieu  tenant-go  vernor,  and  member  of  Con- 
gress from  the  second  congressional  district ;  that  the  ballots  of  the  said  tvgenty-two 
persons  were  marked  before  being  deposited  in  the  box,  so  they  could  be  identified  if 
it  should  subsequently  appear  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  vote  at  said  election,  and 
that  any  irregularity  in  conducting  said  election,  if  any  there  were,  was  not  confined 
to  party  or  color ;  that  the  said  ehction  was  conducted  fairly,  and  if  there  was  any 
irregularity  or  illegality,  the  same  was  occasioned  by  an  ignorance  and  misconstruc- 
tion of  the  laws  and  not  from  any  desire  to  elude,  evade,  or  in  any  way  to  disregard 
the  laws  governing  elections,  and  that  the  result  and  return  were  submitted  to, 
aip^ed  upon,  and  approved  by  all  the  inspectors  and  supervisors  of  both  political 
parties  present  and  acting  at  said  election ;  and  that  on  said  election-day  wnen  the 
question  first  arose  as  to  the  right  of  said  twenty-two  persons  to  vote  at  said 
election  at  said  precinct,  telegraphic  dispatches  were  at  once  sent  to  Gainesville, 
the  county  seat  of  said  county,  for  legal  advice  thereon,  and  no  reply  being  re- 
ceived the  said  voters  were,  by  common  consent  of  all  the  election  ofScers  at  said 
precinct  allowed  to  vote,  their  names  being  carefully  taken  down,  and  the  bal- 
lots voted  by  them  being  marked  and  numbered  with  numbers  corresponding  to 
the  numbers  of  their  names  on  the  poll-list  so  they  could  be  readily  and  certainly 
identified.  That  the  twenty-two  persons  who  voted  as  aforesaid  at  said  election, 
and  whose  names  were  not  on  the  registration-list  of  Alachua  County,  together 
with  the  numbers  opposite  their  respective  names  on  the  poll-list  of  said  Waldo  pre- 
cinct is  as  follows,  viz:  No.  31,  B.  B.  Ewing;  No.  78,  W.  G.  Goodson  ;  No.  Ill,  Lyman 
T.  Ransome ;  No.  125,  Charles  Etto ;  No.  132,  John  Gfordon ;  No.  176,  James  S.  Weeks; 
No.  179,  J.  W.  Newberry ;  No.  184,  Harry  B.  Aiken ;  No.  188,  W.  H.  Gardner;  No.  189, 
William  Ford;  No.  190,  Robert  Doak;  No.  199,  Melzy  Taylor;  No.  201,  Mathew  Saun- 
ders; No.  202,  Theodore  A.  Peck ;  No.  204,  N.  C.  Pettit ;  No.  205,  M.  J.  Robinson ;  No. 
211,  W.  H.  Hammond:  No.  221,  J.  T.  Day ;  No.  222,  W.  S.  Cari>enter;  No.  223,  Thomas 
AUMdge ;  that  some  of  the  twenty-two  persons  aforenamed  voted  for  Wilkinson  Call, 
Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock,  and  James  E.  Yonge,  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice-President ;  for  George  F.  Drew,  for  governor ;  for  Noble  A.  Hull,  for  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  for  Jesse  J.  Finley,  for  member  of  Congress  from  second  congoessional 
district ;  and  that  others  of  the  twenty-two  persons  aforementioned  voted  for  Frederick 
C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long,  for  electors  of 
President  and  Vice-President ;  for  Marcellus  L.  Steams,  for  governor ;  for  David  Mont- 
gomery, for  lieutenant-governor,  and  for  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  for  member  of  Congress 
firom  the  second  congressional  district;  that  he  is  enabled  to  speak  positively  and  of 
his  own  knowledge,  as  the  said  ballots  were  all  exhibited  to  the  inspectors  and  super- 
visors in  order  that  they  might  be  assured  that  the  said  persons  did  not  vote  for  sen- 
ator from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district  or  for  assemblymen  from  Alachua  Connty. 
But  he  is  unable  to  state  positively  how  any  of  the  said  twenty-two  persons  voted, 
excepting  the  following,  to  wit :  B.  B.  Ewing,  Charles  Etto,  James  S.  Weeks,  Robert 
Doak,  Melzy  Taylor,Theodore  A.  Peck, N.  C.  Pettit,  M.  J.Robinson,  W.  H.  Hammond, 
J.  T.  Day,  of  whom  from  seeing  their  ballots  as  they  were  voted,  and  from  the  state- 
ments and  admissions  to  affiant  of  the  persons  themselves;  affiant  states  that  B.  B. 
Ewing,  James  S.  Weeks,  Melzy  Taylor,  Theodore  A.  Peck,  N.  C.  Pettit,  M.  J.  Robinson, 
W.  H,  Hammond,  and  J.  T.  Day  voted  only  for  Wilkinson  Call.  Robert  B.  Hilton, 
Robert  BuUock,  and  James  E.  Yonge  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  and 
for  no  other  person  for  any  office  whatever,  and  Charles  Etto  voted  only  for  Marcellus 
L.  Steams,  for  governor ;  for  David  Montgomery,  for  lieutenant  governor :  for  Horatio 
Bisbee.  for  member  of  Congress  filom  second  congressional  district,  and  for  Frederick 
HumpiirieSj  Charles  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  Thomas  W.  Long,  for  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  and  for  no  other  persons  for  any  office  whatever ;  and  Robert 
Doak  voted  only  for  Frederick  C.  Humphries.  Charles  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  and 
Thomas  W.  Long  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  and  for  no  other  person 
for  any  office  whatever. 

ROBERT  W.  CAMPBELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  2eth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

FRED  T.  MYERS, 
Clerk  Supreme  Court  of  Florida. 
5  FLA 
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State  of  Florida,  Alachna  County : 

Personally  came  before  D.  L.  Browning,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath  that 
he  was  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct  in  Alachua,  Florida,  on  the  7th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  as  such  clerk  he  kept  a  poll-list  and  a  tally-sheet,  and 
the  result  of  such  election  was  as  follows,  to  wit : 

George  F.  Drew,  for  governor,  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes; 
Marcellus  L.  Stearns,  for  governor,  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes ;  Noble  A.  Hull  re- 
ceived, for  lieutenant-governor,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes;  David  Mont- 
gomery received  sixty-five  (65)  votes.  For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call, 
James  £.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock  each  received  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  (154)  votes.  For  presidential  electors  F.  C.  Humphries,  C.  H.  Pearo©,  W. 
W.  Holden,  and  T.  W.  Long^  each  received  sixty -six  (66)  votes.  For  Representative 
in  Congress  from  the  secona  congressional  district,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  (143)  votes ;  from  Representative  in  Congress  from  second  con> 
gressional  district,  Horatio  Bisbee,  junior,  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes ;  for  State 
senator  from  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  Thomas  F.  .King  received  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  votes ;  for  State  senator  from  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district,  Josiah  T. 
Walls  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes;  for  member  of  the  assembly  from  Alachua 
County,  J.  M.  Sparkman  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (life)  votes ;  P.  B.  H. 
Dudley  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  votes  for  member  of  the  aasem- 
bly;  L.  G.  Dennis  and  W.K.Cessna  each  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes;  that  ^e 
said  result,  after  the  count  was  made,  was  submitted  to,  agreed  upon,  and  approved 
by  the  inspectors  and  supervisors  of  both  political  parties;  and  if  there  was  any 
illegality  or  irregularity  in  the  conduct  of  said  election  it  arose  &t)m  ignorance  and 
misconstruction  of  the  law,  and  not  from  any  intention  or  desire  to  disre^^ard  the 
same,  and  that  the  election  was  conducted  fairly  and  impartially,  and  the  said  irreg- 
ularities, if  any  there  were,  were  not  confined  to  party  or  color.  The  numbers  and 
figures  aforesaid  are  taken  from  the  tally-sheet  kept  by  him  as  clerk  aforesaid  at  the 
said  precinct  at  Waldo  as  aforesaid. 

D.  L.  BROWNING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SKAL]  R.  F.  TAYLOR, 

Notary  Public,  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

AFFIDAVITS  AS  TO  NON-RESIDENT  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Thomas  B.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  he  has  heard  Melzy 
Taylor  state  that  at  the  Tate  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  coanty, 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  that  he,  the  said  Melzy  Taylor,  did  vote  for 
Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bulook,  and  James  E.  Younge  tor  electors  of 
President  and  Vice-President  at  said  election.  He  did  not  vote  for  any  other  peraon 
for  any  office  whatever. 

T.  B.  SMITH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

The  word  "purpose"  erased  before  signing. 

[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County: 

A.  C.  Massey,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  at  the  late  general  elec- 
tion held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
Mathew  Sanders  voted  for  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden, 
and  Thomas  W.  Long  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President ;  that  he  saw  bis 
ballot,  and  that  Mathew  Sanders  voted  for  no  other  person  at  said  election  for  any 
office  whatever. 

A.  C.  MASSEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Joseph  Lynn,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  he  has  heard  W.  H 
Gai'dner  state  that  at  the  late  general  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  cooniy, 
on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  said  Gardner,  did  vote  for  George  F.  Drew 
for  governor;  for  Noble  A.  Hull  for  lieutenant-governor,  for  Jesse  J.  Finley  for  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  second  congressional  district,  and  for  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  H. 
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Hilton,  Robert  Bullock,  and  James  E.  Yonnge  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  and  that  at  the  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for  any  office  what- 
ever. 

JOSEPH  LYNN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : ' 

James  H.  Massey,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  he  has  heard  Harry 
B.  Aiken  state  that  he,  the  said  Harry  B.  Aiken,  did,  at  the  late  general  election  at 
Waldo  precinct,  in  Alachua  County,  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  vote  for  Wilk- 
inson Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock,  and  James  E.  Yonge  for  electors- of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-President ;  and  that  at  said  election  he  voted  for  no  other  person  for 
anv  office  whatever ;  and  that  these  admissions  and  statements  were  made  freely  and 
voluntary. 

J.  H.  MASSEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAI^]  SAMUEL  J.  KENNARD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Henry  W.  Bruce,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  attended  the  election  held  at  Waldo  on  the  7th  instant  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  of  election ;  that  a  large  number  of  emigrants  passing  through  the  town,  and 
others  on  said  day  of  election,  were  urged  by  the  citizens  of  Waldo  to  vote,  and  did 
vote,  at  said  election ;  that  said  votes  were  challenged ;  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  State  was  not  administered,  but 'instead  they  swore  as  folloy^s,  viz :  *^  You 
do  solemnly  swear  that  you  are  twenty-one  years  old ;  that  you  are  a  citizen  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  (or  Carolina,  or  whatever  State  they  may  have  hailed  from,)  and  that 
you  are  not  barred  from  voting  on  account  of  the  Judgment  of  any  court,"  or  words  to 
that  effect.  That  upon  taking  such  oath  they  were  permitted  to  vote,  notwithstanding 
the  protest  of  others ;  and  that  some  were  permitted  to  vote  who  said  that  they  never 
had  been  registered. 

HENRY  WILHELM  BRUCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  10, 1876. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Peter  Bailey,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  attended  the  election  held  at  Waldo  on  the 7th  instant  in  the  capacity  of  inspector  of  . 
election ;  that  a  large  number  of  immigrants  passing  through  the  town,  and  others,  on 
said  dav  of  election,  were  urged  by  the  citizens  of  Waldo  to  vote,  and  did  vote,  at  said  elec- 
tion; that  said  votes  were  challenged;  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
was  not  administered,  but  instead  they  swore  as  follows,  viz:  '*  You  do  solemnly  swear 
that  yon  are  twenty  ^one  years  old ;  that  you  are  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  (or  Caro* 
hna,or  whatever  State  they  may  have  hailed  from,)  and  that  you  are  not  oarred  from 
voting  on  account  of  the  judgment  of  any  court,''  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  upon 
taking  such  oath  they  were  permitted  to  vote,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  others ; 
and  that  some  were  permitted  to  vote  who  said  that  they  never  had  been  registered. 

PETER  BAILEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  10, 1876. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  William  Noves,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  attended  the  election  held  at  Waldo  on  the  7th  instant  in  the  capacity  of  a 
United  States  supervisor ;  that  a  large  number  of  emigrants  passing  through  the 
town,  and  others,  on  said  day  of  election,  were  urged  by  the  citizens  of  Waldo  to  vote 
and  did  vote,  at  said  election  ;  that  said  votes  were  challenged  by  him :  tliat  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  the  State  was  not  administered,  out  instead  they  swore  as 
follows,  viz :  **  You  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  are  twenty-one  years  old ;  that  you 
are  a  voter  of  Georgia,  (or  Carolina,  or  whatever  State  they  may  have  hailed  from,] 
and  that  you  are  not  barred  from  voting  on  account  of  the  Judgment  of  any  court,"  or 
words  to  that  effect ;  that  upon  taking  such  oath  they  were  thus  permitted  to  vote, 
notwithstanding  the  protest  of  said  deponent. 

WM.  NOYES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  November  10,  1876. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 

County  Judge. 
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State  of  Florida,  Alacbna  Connty : 

M.  8.  Cheves,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  at  the  late  general  elec- 
tion held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  said  county,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
J.  T.  Daz  voted  for  Wilkinson  Call,  James  E.  Younge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert 
Bullock  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States;  that  he  saw 
his  ballot,  and  that  J.  T.  Daz  voted  for  no  other  person  at  said  precinct  at  said  election 
for  any  other  office  whatever. 

M.  S.  CHEVES. 

Sworn  to  and  snbecribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAMUEL  J.  KENNARD,  J.  P. 

THE  ILLEGAL  VOTES  AT  WALDO  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Before  me  came  personally  I.  £.  Webster,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  is  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Alachua  Connty ;  that  he  has  ezaoiined  the  poU-lisi  of 
the  precinct  at  Waldo,  and  finds  thereon  the  names  of  twenty-two  persons  recorded  as  hav- 
ing voted  there  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  who  are  not 
now  and  never  have  been  qualified  voters  of  said  county,  to  wit :  Mathew  Tolar,  M-  J. 
Robinson,  Mathew  Saunders,  J.  T.  Day.  M.  S.  Cheins,  N.  C.  Peltit,  W.  S.  Carpenter,  T, 
A.  Peck,  Charles  Eito,  S.  C  Ranson,  W.  W.  Gardner,  Jas.  S.  Weeks,  W.  N.  Hammond,  Rob- 
ert Dock,  Wm.  Ford,  J.  W.  Newbury,  Richard  Hamilton,  Lorenzo  Newbury,  John  W. 
Lindley,  L>man  T.  Ranson,  Jacob  Williams,  and  J.  W.  Sutton,  deponent  further  says  that 
he  has  examined  the  tickets  or  ballots  returned  in  the  ballot-box  used  at  Waldo  precinct  and 
finds  there  ballots  cast  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election  which  were  numbered  and  indorsed 
by  the  clerk  at  said  precinct  at  the  time  of  the  countings  of  said  ballots,  as  follows,  to  wit:  ballot 
numbered  2()1,  and  cast,  as  appears  from  the  poll-list,  by  Mathew  Sanders.is  indorsed  with  the 
words,  "  sworn  as  registered  in  Bradford  County;  **  ballot  numbered  203,  and  cast  by  M.  3. 
Cheeves,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  **  sworn  as  rejaflHtered  in  Bradford  County:"  ballot  nnm- 
bered  190,  and  cast  by  Robert  Dock,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  **  sworn  as  registered  in  Ln- 
ceme  County,  Pennsylvania;"  ballot  numbered  111,  and  voted  by  Lyman  T.  Ransou,  is  en- 
dorsed with  the  words,  **  sworn  as  registered,  but  naoie  not  found,  S.  Co.,  Illinois  ;**  bal- 
lot numbered  189,  and  cast  by  Wm.  Ford,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  *' sworn  as  register^ 
in  Clay  County  ; '*  ballot  numbered  188,  and  cast  by  W.  W.  Gardner,  is  indorsed  with  the 
*'  sworn  as  registered  in  Duval  County  ;'*  ballot  numbered  179,  and  cast  by  J.  W.  Newbary,  is 
indorsed  with  the  words,  **  sworn  as  registered  in  Clay  County;  votes  State  and  national  i** 
ballot  numbered  125,  and  cast  by  Charles  Etto,  is  indorsed  with  the  words  ^*  sworn  as  regis- 
tered in  Duval  Connty  ;*'  ballot  numbered  220,  and  cast  by  John  W.  Lindley,  who  is  not  a 
qualified  voter  of  the  county,  is  indorsed  with  the  words  **  sworn  and  voted  national  ticket  ;** 
ballot  nnmbered  222,  and  cast  by  W.  S.  Carpenter,  is  indorsed  with  the  words  '*  sworn  and 
voted  for  national  ticket,  Charleston,  S.  C  ;'*  ballot  numbered  221.  and  voted  by  J.  T.  Day* 
is  indorsed  with  the  words,  '*  sworn  as  a  citizen  of  Georgia,  voted  the  national  ticket ;  '*  ballot 
numbered  180,  and  cast  by  Mathew  Tolar,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  '* sworn  as  registered 
in  Boston,  Mass.  ;**  ballot  nnmbered  170,  and  cast  by  Jas.  S.  Weeks,  is  indorsed  with  the 
words,  ** sworn  as  regpsteredin  Savannah,  Georgia:**  ballot  numbered  211,  and  cast  by  W. 
H.  Hammond,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  **  sworn  as  registered  in  Adams  County,  S.  C.  ;** 
ballot  nnmbered  219,  and  cast  by  S.  C.  Ransou,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  "sworn 
as  registered  in  Knox  County,  Illinois;"  ballot  numbered  202,  and  cast  by  T.  A.  Peck, 
is  indorsed  with  the  words,  "sworn  as  registered  in  Monroe  County,  Indiana;'*  ballot 
numbered  204,  and  cast  by  N.  C.  Pettit,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  *^  sworn  as  re.gistered  in 
Alexander  County,  Illinois;'*  ballot  numbered  205. and  cast  by  M.  J.  Robinson,  is  indorsed 
with  the  words,  **  sworn  as  registered  in  Washington  County,  Illinois;-'  ballot  numbered  193, 
and  voted  by  Lorenzo  Newbury,  is  indorsed  with  the  words,  **  sworn  and  voted  national 
ticket." 

Deponent  further  says  that  of  the  tickets  or  ballots  above  described  fifteen  were  cast  for 
the  democratic  candidates ;  and,  furthermore,  of  the  fifteen  democratic  ballots  cast  as  afore- 
said, eight  had  on  them  only  the  names  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  bot 
were  counted  by  the  inspectors  for  the  democrat  electors. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  inspectors  at  said  Waldo  precinct  admit  having  received 
the  ba  lots  above  described  under  the  belief  that  they  were  authorized  by  the  law  m  so 
loing. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  t' ay  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[seal.]  F.  S.  CECIL,  D.  C. 
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Classification  of  illegal  or  unrefcis^ered  votes  cast  at  Waldo  precinct,  Alachna  County, 
Fla.,  Nov.  7th,  1876.  1st.  The  foUowinn:  persons  voted  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors, 
and  not  for  any  other  persons : 

1.  B.B.Ervxnjf.                         5.  Thomas  H.Peck.  9.  John  W.  Lindly. 

2.  J.  8.  Weeks.                          6    M.  C.  Pettit.  10.  J.  T.  Day. 

3.  Harry  B.  Aiken.                     7.  M.  J.  Robinson.  II.  W.  8.  Carpenter. 

4.  Mathew  Taylor.  8.  W.  H.  Hammond. 

Follo^▼ing  persons  voted  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  and  for  no  other 
person: 

1.  Willis  S.  Gordon, 

2.  S.  C.  Hanson. 

Folio win(2^  persons  voted  fur  Hays  and  Wheeler  electors,  and  for  no  other  persons : 

1.  Robert  Dock. 

2.  Mdthew  Sanders. 

The  following  persons  voted  for  the  republican  candidates  for  governor,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, member  of  Congress,  and  presidential  electors  : 

1.  Cbas.Etto. 

2.  Thomas  Alonzo. 

Following  persons  voted  foi  the  democratic  candidates  for  governor,  lieutenant-  governor, 
member  of  Congress,  and  presidential  electors : 

1.  J.  W.  Newberry. 

2.  W.H.Gardner. 

It  is  unknown,  no  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  how  the  following  persons  voted: 

1.  Lyman  T.  Ranson. 

2.  Tobie  Gordon. 

3.  Wm.  Ford. 

GEO.  P.  RANEY, 
For  Democratic  Electors. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  ELECTION. 

(Certificate  of  the  result  of  election,  to  be  signed  by  inspectors  and  clerk  of  election.  See 
sec.  23  of  the  general  election-law.) 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Waldo,  in  the  county  of 
Alachna  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to 
provide  for  tne  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6th, 
1868 ;  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27th,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
result  of  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  G^eo.  F.  Drew  reed,  one  hundred  and  forty-four, 
(144  ;)  Marcellus  L.  Steams  reed,  sixty-five,  (65.) 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four, 
(144  ;)  David  Montgerry  reed,  sixty-five,  (65.) 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  reed,  one  hundred  and  forty-three, 
(143;)  Horatio  Bisbee  reed,  sixty-five,  (65.) 

For  State  senator,  Thomas  F.  King  reed,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  (139;)  Josiah  T. 
Walls  reed,  sixty-one,  (61.) 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  J.  W.  Sparkman  reed,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  (138  ;) 
P.  B.  H.  Dudly  reed,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  (139 ;)  L.  G.  Dennis  reed,  sixty-one,  (61  ;) 
W.  K.  Cessna  reed,  sixty-one,  (61.) 

For  constables,  W.  C.  Goodson  reed,  one  hundred  and  thirty  three,  (133;)  Joseph  Jones 
reed,  fifty-four,  (.54.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  (223,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  reed,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  (157  ;)  James  E.  Younge  reed,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  reed, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  (157;)  Robert  Bullock  reed,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven; 
F.  C.  Humphries  received  sixty-six,  (66;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  sixty -six.  (66;) 
William  H.  Holden  received  sixty-six,  (66 ;)  Thos.  W.  Long  received  sixty-six,  (66.) 

Witness  our  hands  at  Waldo,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

ELIAS  EARLE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
HENRY  W.  BRUCE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
PETER  BAILY, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
(Signed) 

D.  L.  BRANNING, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
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State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

I,  Irving  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  5th  judicial  circuit,  in  and  for 
Alachua  Cuuntj,  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  certifi- 
cate  of  the  result  of  an  election  held  at  Waldo  precinct,  in  Alachua  County,  on  the  7tb  day 
of  November,  A.  0. 1H76,  as  appears  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  circuit 
court,  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D,  1876. 

[8i:al.]  IRWIN  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court 

POLL-LIST. 


1  A.  G.  Vineyard 

2  Wm.  Golsby 

3  Allen  Golsby 

^  J.  W.  Duyenan 

5  John  Mulancey 

6  P.  W.  Sparkman 

7  J.  M.  Perry 

8  Hardy  Thomas 

9  Dan*l  J.  Bird 

10  J.  M.  Sparkman 

11  Lawience  Hendricks, 

sworn 

12  A.  J.  Hinson,  sworn 

13  J.  Dyass 

14  Legacy  Browne 

15  Union  THlis 

16  H.J.  Williams 

17  Silas  EUis 

18  Jas.  H.  Massey 

19  Alfred  C.  Massey 

20  GeorgreHart 

21  T.  B.  Smith 

22  M.  C.  Goodson 

23  Aaron  Aldridge 

24  Henry  Jenkins,  sworn 

25  Littleton  House 

26  J.  M.  Sparkman 

27  John  G.  Smith 

28  Rauberson  Hardee 

29  Jos.  Jones 

30  Jiicob  Williams 

31  R.  B.  E wring,  sworn 

32  W.  L.  Cheeves 

33  Joseph  Stewart 

34  Solomon  Green 

35  W.  E.  Stroble,  sworn 

36  Felix  English 

37  Charles  Cunningham, 

sworn 

38  Greeu  Bylston,  sworn 

39  Richard  Knight 

40  James  Wilson 

41  Wm.  Wilson,  sr 

42  Wm.  Wilson,  jr 

43  Samuel  Wilson 

44  Richard  Hamilton 

45  John  F.  Donaldson 

46  W.  H.  Donaldson 

47  C.  £.  Whiting,  sworn 

48  May  Finish 

49  John  W.  Warren 

50  !Edwaid    Sparkman, 

sworn 

51  J.  H.  Granger 

52  H.  J.  Granger 

53  M.  Granger 

54  A.  M.  Granger 

55  M.  D.  Granger 

56  Alex.  Goodson 

57  Constance  Stevens 


58  J.  M.  Kilter  117 

59  Silas  Adkins  118 

60  Moses  Cooper  119 
6!  J.M.Thomas  120 

62  S.  C.  Brooker  121 

63  Reuben  Ford  122 

64  William  Slade  U3 

65  Samuel  Thomas  124 

66  George  Richardson  125 

67  Charles  Thomas  126 

68  W.  D.  Cothem  127 

69  T.  L.  Thigpen  128 

70  Oscar  Thigpen.  129 

71  A.  J.  Thigpen.  130 

72  G.  Y.  Thigpen,  sworn  131 

73  Sam'l  D.Tillman  132 

74  Thomas  Warren,  sworn      133 

75  J.  J.  Tillis  131 

76  W.  H.  Boon  135 

77  E.  E.  Stokes  136 

78  W.  8  Goodson  1*.^ 

79  Joseph  Beck  138 

80  W.J.  Jolly  139 

81  C.  F.  Jolly  140 

82  Absolora  Jolly  141 
83G.W\Cook  142 

84  Lewis  Wakon  143 

85  James  Pillano  144 

86  J.  R.  Thomas  145 

87  William  McGehee  146 

88  M.  G.  Suggs  147 

89  L.  W.  Fennel  148 

90  James  Fennel,  sr  149 

91  John  Fennel  1.50 

92  J.  G.  Sherouse,  sworn  151 

93  C.  C.  Neal  152 

94  O.H.Parker  153 

95  Thomas  B.  Tillis  154 

96  J.  C.  Smith  155 
^97  Jos.  Tillis  156 

98  Henry  L.  Johnson  157 

99  Christopher  Dyell  158 

100  Armstead  Boler  159 

101  Louis  Bucklin,  sworn  160 

102  Jacob  Huffman  161 

103  Ezekial  Parish  162 

104  Solomon  Bellany  163 

105  David  Johnson  164 

106  Alfred  Jackson  165 

107  Eli  Boston  166 

108  Minus  Davis,  sworn  167 

109  Nicholas  Durham,  sworn    168 

1 10  Sam'l  Gordon,  sworn  169 

111  Lyman     T.    Ransom,      170 

sworn  171 

1 12  M.  H.  Beck,  sworn  172 

113  Thos.C.  Beck  173 

114  Nathan  Hall  174 

115  Oscar  Wiggins  175 

116  Daniel  Dyal  176 
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David  Dyal,  sworn 
Fair  Neal 
J.  L.  Neal 
Asbury  Thomas 
Thomas  Hicks 
Samuel  L.  Lowe,  sworn 
Robert  Lumlin,  sworn 
Abraham  Robinson 
Charles  Etto,  sworn 
W.  W.  Johnson 
J.  W.  Phifer 
Jas.  Ford 
W.  N.  Tillman 
Jack  Davis 
Joe  Thomas 
John  Gorden 
Haines  Cicero 
Henry  Williams 

A.  J.  Robertson 
Thomas  Williams 
Prince  Mitchell 
Alex.  Hardaway,  sworn 
Daniel  Davis 

James  Coleman,  sworn 
Robert  Little,  sworn 
Wm.  Thomas 
.Tack  Jones,  sworn 
Daniel  Law 
John  E.  Tillman 
Ree4  Tillis 
John  Hawkins 
R.  J.  Beckham 
J  L.Tillman 
James  Minton 
Thos.  Tillis 
J.  T.  Ward 
J.  M.  Maddox 
J.  W.  Sherouse 
Solomon  Thomas,  sworn 
E.  Nobles 
S.  V.  Gaskins 
James  President,  sworn 
McCoUum  Phifer 
J.  F.  Tillman 
Garry  Ford 
Jacob  Perry 
Fabian  Thomas 
R.  B.  Weeks 

B.  P.  Boulware 
Jacob  Link 

C.  A.  W.  Thomas 
Jas.  Malnhus 

A.  W.  Johnson 
John  M.  Miller 

D.  McPhifer 
J.  W.  Sutton 
Theredore  Shemslyth 
Leaston  English,  sworn 
George  Baoding 

Jas.  S.  Weeks,  sworn 
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177  W  H.  Denmark     • 

J78  B.  J.  Earle 

J79  J.  W.  Newberry,  8W jrn 

180  Matthew  D.  Tolar 

1»1  Acy  Hnjhes 

J82  T.  B.  Knij^ht 

183  Con  Waller,  sworn 

184  Harry  B.  Aiken,  sworn 

185  Jackson  Elliott 

186  J.  C.  Boon 

187  Win.  L.  Finger 

1S8  W.H.Gardner, sworn 

189  Wm.  Ford 

190  Robert  Doke,  sworn 

191  G.  B.  Townseiid 

192  Beryan  Standley 


PclUUst — Continued. 

193  Perry  Guyer 

194  Joel  W.  Malphas 

195  Riley  Moore 

196  H.  Snowden 

197  W.  Dickerson 

198  Lorenzo  Mulberry, 

sworn 

199  Milgy  Taylor,  sworn 
24)1  Matthews  Sanders, 

sworn 

202  T.  A.  Peck,  sworn 

203  M.  S.  Cheeves 

204  M.  C.  Pettit,  sworn 

205  M.  J.  Robinson 

206  Joseph  Lynn 

207  Samuel  J.  Kernard 


208  Wm.  Adams 

209  Ballard  Thomas 

210  J.  R.  Dowel 

21 1  W.  H.  Hammond,  sworn 

212  W.  T.  Cheeves 

213  Elias  Earle 

214  Robert  Campbell 

215  D.  L.  Braming 

216  Wm.  Noyes 

217  Henry  W.  Bruce 

218  Peter  Bailey 

219  S.  C.  Ransom 

220  John  W.  Lindley 

221  J.  T.  Day,  sworn 

222  W.  S.  Carpenter 

223  Tom  Aldridge 


State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County: 

I,  Irving'  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  Alachua  County,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  Waldo  precinct  at  an 
election  held  at  said  precinct,  Alachua  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  as 
appears  on  file  in  my  ofiBce. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sot  my  hand  officially,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the 
•ircuit  court,  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  L  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court. 

MINORS  VOTED. 

Sta'e  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

Pt^rsonally  appeared  before  me,  I.  E.  Webester,  clerk  of  circuit  court  of  said  county, 
Charles  E.  Haile,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  upon  his  oath  deposes  and  says  that  *  he  knows 
Anderson  Hunt,  Sam  Lewis,  and  Let  Brown  ;  that  said  Anderson  Hunt  was  born  the  slave 
of  the  mother  of  said  affiant,  in  the.  month  of  January.  1859;  that  the  said  Sam  Lewis  was 
bom  the  slave  of  the  mother  of  affiant  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six,  (1856  ;)  that  affiant  has  known  tne  said  Let  Brown  since  he  was  ten  (10) 
years  of  age,  and  that  said  Brown  is  not  more  than  eighteen  years  of  age  at  this  time  ;  that 
said  Huut,  Lewis,  and  Brown  did  vote  ^t  the  general  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876 ;  that  they  did  so  vote  at  the  election-precinct  in  said  county  known  as  Barnes's 
Store ;  and  that  affiant  did  see  them  then  and  there  deposit  their  vote,  and  that  they  did 
then  and  Ihere  vote  for  republican  candidates  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  to  wit:  For  Frederick  C.  Humphries, Charles  H. Pearce,  William  H. 
Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long ;  for  Marcellus  L.  Steams,  republican  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor of  Florida ;  for  David  Montgomery,  republican  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor  of 
Florida ;  for  Joseph  T.  Walls,  republican  candidate  for  senator  of  the  thirteenth  senatorial 
district  of  Florida,  and  for  Leonard  G.  Dennis  and  William  K.  Cessna,  lepublican  candi- 
dates for  assemblymen  for  the  county  of  Alachua,  in  the  general  assembly  of  t'lorida,  and 
for  Horatio  Bisbee,  republican  candidate  for  Congressjfrom  the  second  congressional  district 
of  Florida. 

CHAS.  E.  HAILE.     [L.  8.] 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Novenber  22,  A.  D.  1876. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of- office. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  I.  E.  Webster,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county, 
James  Chesnut,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  deposes  and  says  tnat  he  knows  Sam- 
uel Hays  ;  that  said  Hays  was  bom  the  slave  of  the  sister  of  affiant  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty -seven,  (1857  :)  that  affiant  also  knows  Anderson  Hunt,  Sam  Lewis, 
and  Let  Brown,  and  he  known  them  for  many  years,  and  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  them, 
neither  of  them  is  twenty-one  years  of  age  ;  that  the  said  Samuel  Hays,  Anderson  Hunt, 
Sam  Lewis,  and  Let  Brown  did  vote  at  the  general  election,  held  at  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  ;  that  they  did  each  of  them  on  that  day, 
in  the  presence  and  to  the  knowledge  of  affiant,  deposit  their  vote  at  the  election- precinct  in 
said  county  known  as  Barneses  Store,  and  that  they  did  then  and  there  vote  for  the  republi- 
ca»-  candidates  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 
Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charies  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long ; 
for  Marcellus  L.  Steams,  republican  candidate  for  governor  of  Florida  ;  for  David  Montgom- 
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ery,  republican  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida ;  for  Joseph  T.  Walls,  republican 
candidate  for  senator  of  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district  of  Florida ;  for  Lioonard  G.  Dennis 
and  William  K.  Cessna,  republican  candidates  for  assemblymen  for^he  county  of  Alachoa, 
in  the  fi^neral  assembly  of  Florida,  and  for  Horatio  Bisbee.  republican  candidate  for  Con- 
gress from  the  second  congressional  district  ot  the  State  of  Florida. 

JAMES  CHESNUT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  22, 1876,  as  witness  my  hand  and  sea 
of  uflBce. 

I.  E.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Coart. 

NEWNANSVILLE  PRECINCT. 

The  democrats  alletre  that  Jacob  Middleton,  a  minor,  aged  only  nineteen  years,  voted  for 
the  republican  candidates  for  electors,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  republican  ticket,  at  said  pre- 
cinct of  Newnansvi  He,  at  the  electio  a  there  held  November  7,  1»76,  and  ask  that  his  vote 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  vote  cast  and  counted  at  said  precinct  for  the  said  electors  and 
the  republican  candidates;  and  in  support  hereof  offer  the  affidavits  of  M.  Ellen  Downing 
and  W.  W.  Stroble,  of  said  county,  ana  a  certified  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  voters  of  said  pre- 
cinct. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  S.  P.  Shuman,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  Mrs.  M.  Ellen  Downing,  who,  being  first  sworn,  upon  her  oath  deposed  and  said  th%t 
she  knows  one  Jacob  Middleton,  who  now  lives  in  Alachua  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  that 
to  her  own  knowledge  the  said  Jacob  Middleton  was  born  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven. 

M.  ELLEN  DOWNING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

S.  P.  SHUMAN,  J.  P.     [L.S.] 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  S.  P.  Shuman,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county  of  Columbia,  W.  W.  Stroble,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  upon  hin  oath  deposes  and 
says  that  he  knows  the  Jacob  Middleton  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Mrs.  M.  El- 
len Downing  ;  that  she  saw  the  said  Middleton  vote  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  

day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six ;  that  he  saw  the  said  Middleton  de- 
posit his  vote  at  Newnansville,  and  the  election-precinct  of  said  county  of  Alachua,  and 
that  he  did  then  and  there  vote  for  the  republican  candidates  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  to  wit;  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  W,  Holden, 
and  Thomas  W.  Long :  for  Marcellus  L.  Stearns,  republican  candidate  for  governor  of 
Florida ;  for  David  Montgomery,  republican  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida ; 
for  Joseph  T.  Walls,  republican  candidate  for  senator  of  the  thirteenth  senatorial  district  of 
Florida;  for  Leonard  G.  Dennis  and  William  K.  Cessna,  republican  candidates  for  assem- 
blymen of  the  general  asnerably  of  Florida,  for  the  county  of  Alachua,  and  for  Horatio  Bis- 
bee, republican  candidate  for  Congress  from  the  second  congressional  district  of  Florida. 

W.  W   STROBLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

S.  P.  SHUMAN.  J.  P.     [L.  s,] 

M')TION  OF  DEMOCRATIC  COUNSEL. 

The  democratic  electorR  desire  to  produce  Floyd  Dukes  and  Green  R.  Moore,  inspectors  of 
Archer  precinct,  No.  2,  for  examination  by  the  board  upon  the  statement  contained,  (115.) 
This  affidavit  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  them,  and  with  the  view  of  showing  that  those 
filed  November  29, 1876,  are  forgeries. 

RECORD  OF  VOTING. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  L.  J.  Philip9,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  be 
8  a  resident  of  Gainesville,  in  the  county  of  Alachua,  State  of  Florida  ;  that  he  is  a  qualified 
elector  of  said  county ;  that  he  was  duly  qualified  and  acted  as  clerk  at  the  precinct  known 
as  Bowis's  Store,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  at  the  general  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1876 ;  that  he  was  present  from  the  opening  of  the  poll  at  H  o*clock  a.  m.  until  snn- 
set  of  said  day ;  that  he  wrote  down  the  names  of  the  parties  who  voted  at  said  precinct  on 
said  day  of  election,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  was 
227,  of  which  the  republican  electors  and  candidates  for  member  of  Congress  and  State 
officers  received  215,  and  the  democratic  electors  and  candidates  for  Congpress  and  State  ofii- 
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cers  received  12 :  and  deponent  further  says  thftt  the  vote  of  no  person  was  received  by  the 
Inspectors  at  said  precinct  who  was  not  a  qualitied  elector  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid. 

LITTLETON  J.  PHILIPS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  '^2dday  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWE^, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Lar^i^e. 

THE  ELRCTION  OF    1874. 

State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County  : 

1.  William  K.  Cessna,  county  judge  of  Alachua  County,  and,  by  virtue  of  said  office, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  regretfully  dissenting*  from  the  return  of  the 
board  of  county  canvassers,  do  hereby  make,  constitute,  and  certify  the  following  certificate 
of  the  county  canvassers  marked  **  A,"  and  my  certificate  of  explanation  and  report  marked 
*•  B."  my  certificate  of  result  of  election  for  this  Alachua  County. 

Witness  William  K.  Cessna,  county  judge,  and  the  seal  of  the  county  court,  this  Novem- 
ber 30th,  A.  D.  1874. 

W.  K.  CESSNA, 
County  Judge,  Alachua  County. 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers. 
State  of  Florida,  Alachua  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  W.  K.  Cessna,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated,  and 
W.  H.  Belton,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  bamuel  W.  Burnett, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county 
canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday  the  :Jd  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1874,  under  and  by  virtue  of  au  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  elect- 
ors and  holding  of  elections''  approved  August  (5, 1818,  ( 1868,)  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  February  27,  1872. 

We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid,  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  one  thous-ind  and  forty- 
four,  (1,044,)  as  follows,  to  wit:  Josiah  T.  Walls  received  six  hundred  and  dfty-nine  (659) 
votes;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  (385)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  members  of  the  assembly  was  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  (1.949.)  a?  follows,  to  wit:  Theodore  C  Gass  received  six  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  (628;)  George  Washington  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-four,  (624;) 
John  W.  Kaymond  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  (322)  votes ;  Andrew  D.  Mayo 
received  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  (234)  votes ;  John  B.  Dell  received  ninety -six  (Sfe) 
votfs ;  James  M.  Sparkman  received  forty-five  (45)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seal  of  office,  at  Gainesville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  20th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1874. 

WILLIAM  K.  CESSNA,        fsEAL.] 

County  Judge  of  Alachua  County. 

W.  H.  BELTON. 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  Alachua  County. 

S.  W    BURN  KIT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Alachua  County. 

Certifirate  of  explanation. 

To  the  State  board  of  canvassers : 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  undersigned,  county  canvassers  for  Alachua  County,  find  that  there 
were  thirteen  precincts  established,  as  provided  by  law,  and  open  for  election  purposes  on 
the  3d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1874;  that  at  seven  of  them— viz,  No.  1,  2,  and  3  at  Gaines- 
ville, and  one  at  Liberty  Hill,  Cow  Creek,  Wacasassa,  and  Waldo,  respectively — the  election 
held  on  Tuesday,  3d  day  of  November,  was  comparatively  and  reasonably  regular,  and  we 
have  accordingly  certified  thereto  to  the  State  board.  At  the  six  remaining  precincts— viz, 
Archer,  Gordon,  Barnes  store,  Micanopy,  and  Orange  Creek — the  returns  show  gross  informal- 
ities and  wear  an  appearance  of  fraud,  in  consequence  of  which  we  have  omitted  them  in 
our  certificate  of  result  of  election  for  this  (Alachua)  county. 

The  reasons  which  governed  in  the  premises  are  hereinafter  severally  and  specially  sub- 
mitted for  reasons  ;  ana  the  better  to  enable  your  honorable  board  to  mlly  understand  the 
points  involved,  we  make  this  certificate  of  explanation  and  report,  setting  forth  in  order : 
'    1.  The  name  of  the  candidates. 

2.  The  result  of  the  election  as  shown  by  the  certificate  of  result  of  election. 

3.  Reasons  tor  not  Including  them  in  our  certificate  of  result  of  election. 
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Precinct  of  Micanopy, 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Josiah  T.  Walls  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
(11^2;  votes  ;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  eighty-three  (83)  vot  8. 

For  member  of  the  assembly — John  W.  Raymond,  A.  D.  Mayo,  received:  Raymond. 
twenty-seven  (27)  votes  ;  Mayo,  twenty  votes,  (20  ;)  Georf^  Washington,  T.  C.  G^ass,  re- 
ceived :  Washinfifton,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (127  ;)  Gass,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six votes,  (126;)  J.  U.  Stokes  received  one  vote. 

For  constables — 

Reasons  for  not  including  this  precinct  in  our  certificate  of  result :  Ist,  clerk  of  election 
WHS  not  a  qualified  •'  elector  ;"  2d,  persons  were  allowed  to  vote  who  are  not  citizens  of  this 
county  ;  3<1,  sixty-three  persons  voted  (63)  whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  the  registra- 
tion-list, acd  who  do  not  appear  as  having  been  sworn. 

4.  The  ballot  was  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  number  of  the  name  of  the  person 
voting,  making  it  in  a  manner  voting  viva  voce. 

5.  Theuumoer  of  nanws  on  the  poll-list  was  two  hundred  and  fourteen,  (214;)  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  and  the  number  of  vote's  returned,  as  shown  by  inspector's  certificate  of  re- 
sult, was  two  hundred  and  fifteen,  (215,)  thus  not  agreeing. 

Precinct  of  Orange  Creek. 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  two,  (102  ;) 
Josiah  T.  Walls  received  seventy-one,  (71.) 

For  member  of  assembly — J.  W.  Raymond  received  ninety-nine,  (99;)  G>eorge  Washing* 
ton  received  seventy  one,  (71  ;)  Theodore  C.  Goss  received  seventy-one.  (71  ;)  Andrew  D. 
Mays  received  96. 

Reasons  for  not  including  this  Orange  Creek  precinct  in  certificate  of  result : 

Ist.  Certificate  of  result  shows  one  hundred  and  sevedty-three  (173)  votes  ;  poll-list  shows 
one  hundred  and  seventy- two  persons  voted;  ballots  in  box  show  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine;  none  agret'iug. 

Precinct  of  Gordon. 

For  Representative  in  Congress— Josiah  T.  Walls  received  eighty-six  (86)  votes  j  Jesae 
J.  Finley  received  sixty-six  {^)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly— John  W.  Raymond  received  seventy-two,  (72;)  Andrew  D. 
Mayo  received  sixty,  (60;)  John  B.  Dell  received  seven,  (7  ;)  George  Washington  received 
eighty  {^Q)  votes  ;  Theodore  C.  Gass  received  eighty  (80)  votes. 

For  constable—  #  »  #  •  •  • 

Reasons  for  not  including  this  precinct  in  our  certificate  of  result  of  election  : 

1st.  Clerk  of  election  not  sworn. 

2d.  Poll-list  shows  one  hundred  and  fifty -eight  persons  voted  ;  certificate  of  result  shows 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  votes  were  cast;  number  of  ballots  in  box  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three ;  none  agreeing. 

3d.  Certificate  of  result  not  properly  signed. 

Precinct  of  Barnes  store. 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Josiah  T.  Walls  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
votes,  (I2r» ;)  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  sixtv-five  votes,  (65.) 

For  member  of  the  assembly — Geo.  Washington  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  votes, 
(125 ; )  Theo.  C.  Gass  one  hundred  and  twenty-two,  ( 122 ;)  J.  W.  Raymond  received  sixty-three 
votes,  (63; )  A.  D.  Mays  received  fifty -five  votes,  (55. ) 

Reasons  for  not  including  this  precinct  in  our  certificate  of  result  of  election: 

1 .  Clerk  of  election  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

2.  No  other  of  inspector  or  clerk  accompanied  the  returns. 

3.  Certificate  of  result,  poll-list,  and  number  of  ballots  in  the  box  all  disagree. 

Precinct  of  Archer, 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Josiah  T.  Walls  received  two  hundred  and  ninety-three 
(293)  votes  ;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  twenty-five  (25)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly — George  Washington  received  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  (282)  votes ;  T.  C.  Gass  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  (282)  votes  ;  J.  W.  Ray- 
mond received  sixteen,  (16 ;)  Andrew  D.  Mayo  received  seven,  (7 ;)  John  B.  Dell  received 
fifteen,  (15.) 
For  constable-  #»##•* 

Reasons  for  not  including  this  precinct  in  our  certificate  of  retult  of  election  : 
1.  Two  of  the  inspectors  and  one  of  the  United  States  supervisors  swear  the  election 
at  this  precinct  was  illegal. 
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2.  The  certificate  of  result  and  poll -book  show  a  discrepancy  of  two. 

3.  Certificate  of  result  improperly  signed ;  no  witnesses  to  mark. 

4.  Ballot-box  daring  recess  was  concealed  from  the  public 

5.  No  signature  to  poll-list. 

Precinct  of  NetonansvUle. 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Josiah  T.  Walls  and  Jesse  J.  Finlej — ^received  for 
Walls  (251)  two  hundred  and  nflj-one ;  received  for  Finley  30. 

For  member  of  the  assembly — for  Geo.  Washington,  two  hundred  and  forty-six ;  H. 
Gass,  two  hundred  and  forty-eight;  J.  W.  Raymond,  nine,  (9;)  John  B.  Dell,  two,  (2;) 
A.  D.  Mays,  five,  (5. ) 

For  constable—  •  #  #  #  • 

Reasons  for  not  including  this  precinct  in  our  certificate  of  result : 

Ist.  Several  hours  after  the  polls  had  been  opened  and  voting  fairly  commenced  one  of 
the  inspectors  resigned,  and  another  person  was  substituted  without  being  sworn  as  such  in- 
spector. 

2d.  No  poll-book  or  list  of  votes  returned. 

3d.  The  returns  were  not  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  county  judge  by  one  of  the  in- 
spectors or  clerk  of  election,  as  the  law  directs,  but  by  another  person. 

4th.  For  further  irregularities  and  illegalities  see  affidavits  of  inspector  (so  called)  and  super- 
visor of  election. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTV  CANVASSERS. 

'State  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Elisha  W.  Drif^j^rs,  jud(fe  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  Andrew  A.  Allen,  sheriff  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  William  Gre^i, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  oan- 
▼assers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  the  same 
beinff  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Baker,  and  State  aforesaid, 
on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  regis- 
tration of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,**  approved  August  6,  1668,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify  from  the  returns  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen (219)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130) 
votes,  George  F.  Drew  received  eighty  nine  (89)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen (219)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130) 
votes,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  eighty-nine  (89)  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  Congress  was  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
(219)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130) 
votes,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  eighty-nine  votes  (89)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  (219)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  of  which  Fredrick  0.  Humphries  received 
one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes,  Wm.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130) 
votes,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes,  Wilkinson  Call 
received  eighty-nine  (89)  votes,  James  E.  Yonge  received  eighty-nine  (89)  votes,  Robert  B. 
Hilton  received  eighty-nine  (89)  votes,  Robert  Bullock  received  eighty-nine  (89)  votes, 
Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
(215)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  George  P.  Canova  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  (131 ) 
votes,  Bryant  H,  Gurganus  received  eighty -four  (84)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Sanderson,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  thirteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

ELISHA  W,  DRIGGERS, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Baker  County. 
ANDREW  A.  ALLEN, 
Sheriff  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Baker  County. 
WILLIAM  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Baker  County. 

Canvassed.     Amended  by  canvassing  all  the  precinct  returns. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN. 

Chairman. 

DEMOCRATIC  OBJECTION  TO  RETURNR. 

The  contestants,  Wilkinson  Call  and  the  other  Tilden  electors,  offer  and  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce before  the  board  as  witnesses  the  following-named  persons  to  prove  (1)  that  the  first 
and  contested  return  read  before  the  board  from  BaKer  County  was  made  in  secret  and  private, 
and  has  been  kept  secret  in  the  county  from  the  time  of  the  making  the  same ;  (2)  that  they 
never  heard  of  tne  existence  of  such  return  until  after  it  was  read  before  the  board  ;  (3)  said 
Coxe  also  to  prove  that  it  was  never  recorded  or  offered  for  record,  before  it  was  read,  in  his 
office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  and  that  he  was  not  notified  of  the  pre- 
tended  meeting  of  said  pretended  board  :  Martin  I.  Coxe,  Sanderson,  Fla. ;  John  Dorman, 
Francis  J.  Pores. 

That  William  Green,  who  signed  said  return  as  justice  of  the  peace,  is  not  so  known  as 
«uch  in  the  county,  and  has  been  appointed  since  the  election. 
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REPUBLICAN  SUGGESTION  IN  REGARD  TO  AFFIDAVITS. 

With  reference  to  the  reauest  of  the  contestants  to  examine  certain  witnesses,  the  repnb- 
lican  candidates  sugrgest  tnat  the  facts  stated  in  said  request  are  ( 1 )  of  very  little  conse- 
quence so  far  as  the  validity  of  the  return  is  concerned,  and  (2)  can  readily  be  established 
by  affidavits,  and  the  time  saved  which  would  be  occupied  in  taking  oral  testimony. 

AFFIDAVIT  AS  TO  CLERK'S  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

Be  it  known  that  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  that  the  following  notices,  com- 
mencing respectively,  M.  I.  Coxe,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  Baker  County,  aud 
John  Dorman,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  to  be  and  appear  at  the  village 
of  Sanderson  for  the  purpose  of  canvassing  the  votes  polled  at  an  election  held  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  county,  when  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  and  a  governor  and  a  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  for  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  a  member  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  constables  in  aud  for  Baker  County,  were  voted 
for.     That  sud  notices  are  in  words  and  figures  as  follows : 

•*  Sanderson,  Fla.,  November  10,  1876. 
"M.  J.  Coxe,  Clerk  of  the  Court: 

"  Meet  me  at  Sanderson  on  Monday,  November  13,  1876,  to  canvass  the  votes  of  Baker 
County. 

"  E.  W.  DRIGGERS, 

•'County  Judge." 

Sanderson,  Fla.,  November  14,  1876. 
"  John  Dorman,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Baker  County: 
*  *  Meet  me  at  Sanderson  Monday  Nov.  13th.  1876,  to  canvass  the  vote  of  Baker  County. 

**E.  W.  DRIGGERS, 

**  Judge  Probate." 

That  on  Monday,  13th  November,  A.  D.  1876,  M.J.  Coxe,  clerk,  as  aforesaid,  and  John 
Dorman,  justice  of  peace,  as  aforesaid,  did  resf>ond  to  said  notices  in  their  own  proper  per- 
sons, and  were  willing,  aud  prepared,  and  desirous  of  canvassing  the  said  votes  polled  at 
the  election  aforesaid.  That  immediatelv  upon  the  arrival  of  said  Coxe  and  said  Dorman. 
that  £•  W.  Driggers,  judge  of  probate  of  said  county  of  Baker,  and  author  of  the  notices 
above  written,  and  A.  A.  Allen,  sheriff  of  said  county  of  Baker,  did  at  once  absent  them- 
selves from  said  village  of  Sanderson,  and  by  such  absence  did  prevent  the  organization  of 
the  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county.  That  every  effort  was. made  to  secure  their  pres- 
ence, but  without  avail ;  that  the  saia  Coxe  and  the  said  Dorman  remained  in  the  village 
of  Sanderson  the  entire  day,  hoping  for  the  return  of  one  or  both  of  said  officers,  that 
Uie  canvass  might  proceed  according  to  law.  Said  Driggers  and  said  Allen  were  ab- 
sent for  some  hours,  and  did  noC  return  till  3  or  4  o'clock  p.  m. :  that  immediately 
upon  their  return  the  said  clerk  did,  in  the  presence  of  said  Dorman,  request  the  judge 
of  probate  to  aid  them  in  the  organization  of  tne  board  of  canvassers,  and  proceed  to  make 
tly  canvass  of  said  votes  polled,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  Driggers,  judge  of  probate, 
as  aforesaid,  positively  refused  to  participate  in  the  canvass ;  that  upon  his  refusal  the 
said  Allen,  sheriff,  as  aforesaid,  was  requested  to  act,  and  positively  refused  to  act  as  one 
of  the  board  of  canvassers.  That  after  both  officers  whose  duty  under  the  law  it  was  to 
have  aided  in  said  canvass  had  positively  declined  to  do  so,  and  six  days  within  the  laws 
reauires  a  canvass  to  be  made  having  nearly^  expired,  that  the  said  Coxe  and  said  Dorman 
did  make  an  earnest  effort  to  procure  another  justice  of  the  peace  to  aid  them  in  making  the 
canvass,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  That  having  failed  to  procure  the  aid  of  an  additional 
justice  of  the  peace,  that  they,  the  said  Coxe  and  the  said  Dorman,  proceeded  to  canvasa 
said  votes. 

[seal.]  M.I.  coxe. 

Clerk  Circuit  Court  Baker  County. 

I  do  certify  that  I  did  request  £.  W.  Driggers,  judge  of  probate  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Baker,  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  the  board  of  canvassers  to  canvass  the  vote  of  Baker 
County  polled  at  the  election  above  mentioned,  and  that  he  positively  revised  to  do  so, 
and  I  certify  that  on  his  refusal  that  I  did  make  the  same  request  of  A.  A.  Allen,  sheriff  of 
said  county  of  Baker,  to  participate  in  the  organization  of  said  board  of  canvassers,  and 
to  aid  in  canvassing  the  votes  polled  at  the  election  above  mentioned ,  and  that  he  refused 
so  to  do,  and  the  said  M.  J.  Coxe  made  the  same  rt-quest  of  them,  and  was  likewise  refused; 
aud  I  farther  certify  that  facts  set  forth  above  are  true. 

[SRAL.]  JOHN  DORMAN. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Baker. 
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78  FLORIDA BAKER  COUNTY. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  CLERK*S  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida, County : 

We,  the  nndersiened, ,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated,  and  M. 

J.  Coxe,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  John  Dorman,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  fior 
the  county  stated,  do  herebv  certify  tiiat  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  the  same  being  three  days  after  the  gen- 
eral election  held  in  the  county  of  Baker  and  State  aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  aet  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  hold- 
ing of  elections,"  approved  August  4>,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 27,  J  872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight, (378, )  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  (236) 
Totes ;  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  forty-two  (142)  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  three  hundred  and  eighty, 
<380,)  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes; 
David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  forty -two  (142)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  three  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  (381,)  as  follows,  to  wit:  Jesee  J.  Finley  received  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  (2:i8)  votes ;  Horatio  Bisbee  one  hundred  and  forty -three  (143)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  three  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  (381,)  as  follows,  viz :  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (23S) 
votes  ;  James  E.  Tonge  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes ;  Robert  H.  Hil- 
ton received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes;  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  (143)  votes;  William  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three  (143)  votes; 
Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three  (143)  votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  re- 
ceived oneliundred  and  forty-three  (143)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, (370)  as  follows,  viz :  Bryant  H.  Gurganus  received  two  hundred  and  twenty-two 
votes,  (222;)  George  P.  Canova  received  one  hundred  and  forty  votes,  (148.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Sanderson,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  tenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Baker  County. 
M.  L  COXE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Baker  County. 

JOHN  DORMAN. 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Baker  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

We,  the  undersigned, ♦  j^^^  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated,  and 

M.  I.  Coxe,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  John  Dormou,  a  justice 
-of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers 
in  and  for  the  oountv  sta[ted,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clei]^  of 
the  circuit  court  of  tne  county  aforesaid  on  the  13th  (thirteenth)  day  of  November,  the 
same  being  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Baker  and  State  afore- 
said, on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the 
registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 18i68,  and  an  aet 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
(378)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  (:»6) 
votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  forty-two  (142)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  whs  three  hundred  and 
eighty  (380)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eig^t 
(238)  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  forty-two,  (142.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  three  hundred  and  eighty 
<280)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238) 
votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hil- 
ton received  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  (238)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  forty-Uiree 
(143)  votes  ;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three  ( 143)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden 
received  one  hundred  and  forty- three  (143)  votes;  T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and 
iorty-three  (143)  votes. 
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That  the  whole  numher  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  three  hundred 
and  eifrhty-one  •  381 )  votes,  as  follows :  Jesse  J.  Finlej  received  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
ei^t  (238)  votes  ;  Horatio  Bisbee  received  one  hundred  and  forty-three  (143)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  three  hundred  and 
seventy  (370)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  B.  H.  Gur^anus  received  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  (^2)  votes ;  G.  P.  Canova  received  one  hundred  and  forty -eight  (148)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Sanderson,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  thir- 
teenth day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

[seal  of  the  CO.]  , 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of County. 

M.  I.  COXE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courte  of  Baker  County. 

JOHN  DORMAN. 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Baker  County. 

THE  LEGAL  RETURN. 

The  republican  candidates  maintain  the  legality  of  the  return  of  the  county  judgfe,  sheriff, 
and  justice,  and  olhject  to  tbe  statements  of  Coxe,  clerk,  and  Dormau,  justice,  as  in  no  re- 
spect returns  or  official  papers  having  any  validity  whatever,  and  to  the  pretended  can- 
vass made  by  them  of  the  vote  of  the  county  as  unauthorized  by  law  and  utterly  void,  and 
will  dubmit  proof  in  support  of  these  averments. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  COUNTY  JUDGE* 

State  of  Florida,  Coonty  of  Leon : 
I,  Elisha  W.  Driggers,  county  judge,  living  at  Sanderson,  in  Baker  County,  depose  and 


say  as  follows :  On  November  10  Ihad  occasion  to  go  to  Jacksonville,  and  not  having 
seen  Captain  Coxe,  the  clerk,  since  election  to  arrange  for  the  canvass,  I  wrote  him  a  let- 
ter, saying  that  I  would  be  at  Sanderson  on  Monday,  the  13tb,  to  canvass  tbe  votes  of  the 
late  election.  I  also  sent  a  similar  notice  to  John  Dorman,  justice  of  the  peace.  I  sent  these 
notices  by  special  messenger,  and  both  Coxe  and  Dormau  have  acknowledged  to  me  that 
they  received  them  before  makine  their  pretended  canvass  of  the  lOth.  On  my  return  from 
Jacksonville  to  Sanderson,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  I  learned  that  during  my  absence 
Coxe  and  Dorman  had  made  a  pretended  canvass  of  the  countv  vote. 

On  Monday,  November  13, 1  met  with  Mr.  A.  A.  Allen,  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  William 
Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  had  been  notified  by  me  to  attend  at  the  office  of  the 
county  judge  and  countv  clerk,  in  Sanderson,  where  the  returns  were,  and  we  three  officials 
canvassed  the  returns  of  the  precincts  of  the  county,  which  were  there  and  then  in  my  pos- 
session and  counted  as  countv  judge. 

Tbe  pretended  canvass  maoe  by  the  clerk  on  the  10th  of  November,  in  my  absence  and 
without  my  knowledge,  I  considered  a  refusal  by  the  clerk  to  perform  his  functions  as  a 
canvasser  with  me  as  the  law  required,  and  therefore  I  proceedea  without  him,  and  in  his 
absence  calling  in  his  stead  the  sheriff.  The  sheriff,  justice,  and  myself  e  cimined  and  can- 
vassed the  precinct  returns  which  were  before  us.  We  decided  to  reject  certain  precinct 
votes,  and  aid  this  according  to  our  best  judgment  and  discretion  in  pursuance  of  the  law 
and  practice  in  this  State.  We  made  a  record  of  the  canvass,  which  was  deposited  with  J. 
W.  Howell,  deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  We  also  certified  the  canvass  in  duplicate 
to  the  governor  and  secretary  of  state  as  tbe  law  required. 

ELISHA  W.  DRIGGER8. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  December,  1876. 

JOSEPH  BOWES, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  SHERIFF  AND  JUSTICE. 

I,  A.  A.  Allen,  sheriff  of  Baker  County  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  acts  above 
recited  as  participated  in  by  me  are  correctly  and  truly  above  stated; 

A.  A.  ALLEN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  1876. 

JOSEPH  BOWES, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

I,  William  Green,  justice  of  the  peace  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  acts  above 
recited  as  participated  in  by  me  are  correctly  and  truly  above  stated. 

WU.LIAM  GREEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

JOSEPH  BOWES,  Notary. 
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ILLEGAL  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss: 

Peisonally  appeared  before  me,  John  W.  Howell,  who,  beini;  sworn,  depuees  and 
says  that  be  is  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Baker,  duly 
constituted,  and  that  Idartin  I.  Coxe  is  the  clerk  of  said  county  of  whom  said  Howell  ie 
dt'puty ;  that  there  are  registration -books  for  the  re^^tration  of  voters  within  such  county, 
in  which  are  written  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  by  voters ;  that  the  number  of  registered 
electors  in  said  county  has  varied  from  about  three  hundred  to  about  five  hundred  ;  that  no 
notice  by  publication  of  the  opening  of  the  books  of  registration  for  the  late  e1c«cdon 
of  November  7  was  given  to  the  knowledge  and  recollection  of  deponent,  but  that  with- 
out such  notice,  the  deponent  being  in  personal  charge  of  the  clerk's  office,  commenced 
and  continued  from  time  to  time  the  registration  of  voters  until  six  days  before  said 
November  7,  and  that  he  registered  quite  a  number  of  voters  at  the  clerk's  office  in  dne 
foun,  as  required  by  law,  administering,  as  deputy  clerk,  the  oath,  and  causing  the 
voter  to  sign  his  name  to  the  book,  or  signing  it  for  him  at  his  request,  as  allowed  bj 
law ;  that,  about  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  the  summer,  the  said  Martin  J.  Coxe,  clerk* 
told  me  that  if  certain  persons,  whom  he  named,  desired  to  make  registration  of  voters, 
he  wished  me  to  allow  them  to  do  so,  and  to  furnish  them  the  necessary  papers  when- 
ever they  applied  for  them,  so  that  thev  might  go  out  and  register  persons  living  in 
the  country.  In  accordance  with  this  decision  of  the  clerk,  several  persons  applied  to 
me  for  permission  to  make  registration  in  this  method,  and  I  gave  to  some  of  them 
sheets  of  paper  with  the  statutory  oath  written  at  the  top,  with  which  they  might  f^o 
out  and  take  the  names  of  voters.  I  reported  that  I  had  done  this  to  Mr.  Coxe,  who  said 
I  had  done  right,  and  also  that  we  could  not  make  any  party  distinction  in  allowing  people 
to  register  in  this  way.  Some  parties  to  whom  this  authority  was  given  came  back  to  noe 
with  names  of  the  persons  whom  they  said  they  had  registered,  and  I  took  finom  them  the 
names  and  entered  them  in  alphabetical  order  in  the  regular  registration-books.  The  pa- 
pers were,  I  believe,  in  every  instance  except  one,  returned  to  me,  with  the  names  of  the 
voters  written  under  the  oath,  but  in  no  case  with  any  certificate  that  the  oath  had  been 
actually  administered.  The  voters  in  these  cases  were  not  seen  by  me,  nor  was  the  oath 
administered  by  me.  I  have  latelv  looked  over  the  registration-books  and  such  of 
the  papers  described  above  as  I  fina  in  my  possession,  and  made  ont  the  accompany- 
ing list  of  names  of  persons  who  were  registered  without  coming  into  my  presence 
and  taking  the  oath  before  me.  This  list  may  not  be  accurate  as  to  all  the  names, 
and  I  may  have  omitted  some  names  from  it,  but  it  is  substantially  correct  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  recollection  and  belief;  in  other  words,  I  cannot  say  positively 
that  the  list  contains  all  the  names  entered  upon  the  registration  books  in  the  manner  above 
described,  nor  that  all  the  names  on  said  list  were  so  entered  upon  the  registration-books, 
but  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  the  list  is  correct.  Although  entering  the  names 
upon  the  registration-books  as  I  have  described,  I  did  not  express  the  opinion  either  to  Mr. 
Coxe  or  to  the  persons  taking  the  papers  or  bringing  the  names  that  registration  in  this 
manner  would  oe  legal ;  but  on  the  contrarv  I  stated  at  some  time  to  Mr.  Coxe,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  nearly  every  case  to  those  persons,  that  I  considered  this  method  of  registration  ille- 
gal, and  that  it  would  not  stand  legal  tests.  From  the  beginning  of  summer  to  the  end  of 
registration  I  should  think  about  one  hundred  new  names  were  registered  :  there  are  sixty- 
one  in  the  annexed  list,  and  the  balance  were  mostly  registered  by  myself,  and  a  few  possi- 
bly by  Mr.  Coxe.  The  principal  person  who  registered  names  as  above  described  was  Mr. 
William  H.  Congleton,  who  was  one  of  the  persons  named  to  me  by  Mr.  Coxe,  and  he  regis- 
tered about  half  of  the  names  on  the  annexed  list,  but  did  not  return  to  me  his  paper  with 
the  oath  followed  by  the  names  of  the  persons  registered. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  HOWELL. 

Sworn  t^  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December. 

[SEAL,]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public* 
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A. 


I  Elliott  C.  Richardson 

22  William  R.  Conner 

2  Itfnnc  Newmuns 

23  Lehn^rh  Thompson 

3  Simon  P.  Howard 

24  John  E.  Mobley 

4  Quilla  Porker 

25  John  A.  Roberts 

5  James  H.  Ritch 

26  David  Johns 

6  Mitchel  Smith 

27  James  H.  Albinon 

7  Isaiah  DobsoQ 

28  Robert  B.Jordan 

8  Daniel  Sliaw 

29  Henry  W.Jordan 

9  Peter  Willis 

30  A.  F.  Kimble 

10  Wesley  Edwards 

31  William  Parish 

11   Alfred  Green 

32  J.  R.  Griffis 

12  David  Stewart 

33  Benjamin  R.  Bryan 

34  W.T.Copeland 

35  AllanP.Copeland 

i:\  E.  J.  Raulerson 

14  Theodore.  WillUms 

15  George  B.  Cooper 

16  J.  F.  B.  McKinoey 

36  James  J.  Copeland 

37  Wm.M.Chesser 

17  G.C.Dyess 

38  F.  W.  Dinkins 

18  A.J.Djess 

39  Elisha  Greene 

19  W.H.Thomas 

40  M.  A.  B.  Howard 

20  A.  J.  McKiuney 

41  John  Mclver 

21  Daniel  Gadsden 

42  A.L.Morkey 

43  Levi  E.  Mobley 

44  James  H.  Powers 

45  David  H.  Rowe 

46  Benjamin  H.  Rowe 

47  Daniel  Sykes 

48  G.  W.  Sykes 

49  Isaac  Starling 

50  James  O.  Sessions 

51  Luke  E.  Hicks 

52  N.  S.  Ritch 

53  G.  B.  Ritch 

54  Doss  Thomas 

55  Martin  Williams 

56  Cyrass  Fatie 

57  G.  W.Norres 

58  A.  R.  Green 

59  A.  S.  Joyner 

60  JohnAlford 

61  Adam  Hodge 


CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  RESULT  OP  ELECTION  IN  DARBYVILLE  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Darbyville,  in  the  county 

of and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 
186rt,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  sixty-thr^e  (63)  votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  re- 
ceived twelve  (12)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor.  Noble  A.  Hull  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes ;  David  Montgom 
ery  received  twelve  (12)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  J.  J.  Finley  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes ;  Horatio  Bis- 
bee,  jr.,  received  thirteen  (13)  votes. 

Fur  member  of  the  assembly,  Bryant  H.  Gurgannes  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes ; 
George  P.  Canova  received  fifteen  (15)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors.  Wilkinson  Call  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes;  James  E. 
Tonge  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes ;  Rob- 
ert Bullock  received  sixty-five  (65)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  thirteen  (13)  votes  ; 
C.  H.  Pearce  received  thirteen  (13)  votes  ;  W.  H.  Holden  received  thirteen  (13)  votes  ;  T. 
W.  Long  received  thirteen  (13)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Darbyville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  the  7th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

EDWARD  RONE,  his  x  mark, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ELISHA  GREENE,  his  x  mark, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

WILLIAM  NOBLES,  his  x  mark, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

JOHN  McIVOR,  Clerk  of  Election. 


CBRTIPICATE  OP  THE  RESULT  OP   ELECTION  IN  SANDERSON  PRECINCT. 

Sute  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Sanderson,  in  the  county 
of  Baker  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ^*An  act  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,**  approved  August  6, 
1^^,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  vie  : 

For  Governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  fifty -seven  (57)  votes  ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes;  David  Mont- 
gomery received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes. 
6  FLA 
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For  Kepresentative  in  Congrress,  second  district,  Jesse  J.  Fiuley  received  fifty-seven  (57) 
votes  ;  Horatio  Bisbee  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Bryant  H.  Gnrgannis  received  fifty-two  (52)  votes ;  George 
P.  Canova  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  (131)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes ;  James  £.  Touf^e  - 
received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes  ;  Robert 
Bullock  received  fifty -seven  (57)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  thirty 
(130)  votes  ;  C.  H.  fearce  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes  ;  W.  H.  Holden  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  votes;  T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  thirty 
(130)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Sanderson  precinct,  in  the  county  aft>resaid,  this  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

JONAS  DRIGGERS. 

Inspector  of  Election. 

E.  J.  ROLLERSON. 

Inspector  of  Election. 

JACOB  HIGGENBOTHAN.  his  x  mark. 

Inspector  of  Election. 

F.  J.  PONS,  Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  RESULT  OP  ELECTION  IN  OLUSTEE  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Olustee,  in  the  county  of 
Baker,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  abd  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'*  approved  August  6,  Jb68, 
and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  resn  t 
of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Stei^ns 
received  none  (0.) 

For  lieutenant-governdr,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes  ;  David  Montgomery 
received  none  (0.) 
For  representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes. 
For  member  of  the  assembly,  Bryant  tl.  Gurgannes  received  thirty-two  (3:*)  votes. 
I^or  presidential  electors,    Wilkinson  Call   received   thirty- two  (32)  votes;   James  E. 
Yoiige  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes ; 
Rubert  Bullock  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes  ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  none,  (0 ;)  C.  H. 
Pearce  received  none,  (0  ;)  W.  H.  Holden  received  none,(0  ;)  T.  W.  Long  received  none,  (0.) 
Witness  our  hands,  at  Olustee,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six. 

STEPHEN  D.  ROBERTS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
BENJAMIN  S.  ROBERTS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
WILLIAM  LESbEM, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JAMES  G.  HINSON, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes;  Robert  S. 
Hilton  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes; 
Robert  Bullock  received  eighty -four  (84)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  — ;  C.  H.  Pearce 
received  — ;  W.  H.  Holden  received — ;  T.  W.  Long  received  — . 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OP  ELECTION  IN    JOHNSVILLB  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Baker  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Johnsville,  in  the  county 
of  Baker,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections/*  approved  August  6, 
J8G8,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes ;  Marcellus  L  Stearns  re- 
ceived — u 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes :  David  Montgomery 
received  — . 
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For  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district,  Jesse  J.  Finl6y  received  eighty-four  (84) 
▼otes  ;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  — . 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Bryant  H.  Gargranes  received   seventy-seven  (77)  votes  ; 
Geo.  P.  Canova  received  two  (2)  votes. 

Witness  cor  hands,  at  Johnson's  precinct,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  (7th)  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

ELIAS  WILLIAMS. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
G.  S.  TAYLOR, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  C.  COBB, 

Insi)ector  of  Election. 
JOHN  W.  BARNE TT. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

MEMORANDUM  OF  ADDITIONS. 

Hayes      Tilden 
electors,  electors. 

Darbyville 13  65 

Sanderson 130  57 

Johnsonville 84 

Olostee ..^.. 32 


143      238 
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COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 


CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  COUNTY    CANVASSERS. 

8t\te  of  Florida,  Columbia  Conntj : 

We,  the  undereipned,  P.  A.  Holt,  judg^  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  state'l,  and  John 
H  Tomkies,  sheri^of  the  county  aforesail,  au'l  Levi  Holtataaj^r,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  above  mentioned,  couHtituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  tie 
county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  mot  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circ  lit  court  of 
the  connty  aforesaid,  on  the  eifrhth  day  of  November,  the  same  bein^  one  day  after  the  gen- 
eral election  held  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,*'  approved  August  6,  186S,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved 
Febiuary  27,  1^7*2.  We  do  hereby  certify  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  ot  the  clerk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty  (16*20) 
votes,  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  nine  hundred  and  two  (902)  votes  ;  Mar- 
cellus  L.  Steams  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  (71'!J)  votes. 

That  the  whole  nupiber  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  sixteen  hundred  and 
twenty  ( 1620)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  nine  hundred  and  four  (904) 
votes  ;  David  Montgomery  received  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  (716)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  sixteen  hundred  and 
twenty-one  ( 1621)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  Wilkinson  Call  received  nine  hundred  and  three 
v!>03)  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  nine  hundred  and  three  (903)  votes ;  Robert  B. 
Hilton  received  nine  hundred  and  three  (903)  votes  ;  Robert  Bullock  received  nine  hundred 
and  three  (903)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  (718)  votes  ; 
C  H.  Pearce  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  (7l!:i)  votes  ;  W.  H.  Holden  received 
seven  hundred  and  eighteen  (718)  votes  ;  T.  W.  Long  received  seven  hundred  and  eighteen 
^718)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  sixteen  hundred 
and  eighteen  (1618)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  :  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  nine  hundred  aud  pne 
(9i)l)  votes;  Horatio  Bisbee  received  seven  hundred  and  seventeen  (717)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  sixteen  hundred  and  sixteen, 
(1616,)  as  follows,  viz:  George  B  Ellis  received  nine  hundred  and  two  (902)  votes;  Alonzo 
A.  Hoyt  received  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  (7J4)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  fifteen  hundred  (1500) 
votes,  as  follows,  viz :  C.  P.  Farrell  received  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  (522)  votes ; 
James  W.  White  received  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  (479)  votes ;  Louis  Feilder  re- 
ceived four  hundred  and  seventy-three  (473)  votes ;  D.  L.  Moore  received  five  hundred  and 
thirteen  (513)  votes;  Vinson  Wadsworth  received  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  (552)  votes; 
Levi  Marvin  received  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  (426)  votes;  W.  H.  Herron  received 
four  undred  and  twenty-six  (426)  votes;  Napoleon  Bonaparte  received  five  hundred  and 
forty -seven  (547)  votes ;  T.  M  Nickler  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (457)  vot?«  ; 
John  Barnell  received  two  hundred  and  forty-four  (244)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Lake  City,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  eighth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

PLEASANT  A.  HOLT, 
Judffe  of  the  County  Court  of  Columbia  County. 
JOHN  W.  TOMPKIES, 
Sheriff  of  Columbia  County. 
LEVI  HARTENANGER, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Columbia  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAMUEL  B.McLIN, 

Chairman. 
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CBRTIFICATK  OP  THE  RESULT  OP    ELECTION  IN    PRECINCT  NO.  4. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  box  4,  probate-offiee  pre- 
cinct, in  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  iu  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  au 
act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,*' 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  187*2,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  presidential  electors,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  sixty-two  {2Cri) 
▼otes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  sixty-two  (262)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton 
received  two  hundred  sixty-two  (262)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  (262)  votes;  F.  C.Humphries  received  seventy-one  (71)  votes;  C.  H.  Pearce 
received  seventy-one  (71)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden  received  seventy-one  (71)  votes;  T.  W. 
Long  received  seventy-one  (71)  votes. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida.  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hundred  and  sixty 
(260)  votes;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  seventy-two  (72)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-two 
(262)  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  seventy  (70)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  two  hundred  sixty  (262)  votes  ; 
Horatio  Bisbee  received  aeventy-one  (71)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Greorge  B.  Ellis  received  two  hundred  and  sixty  (260)  votes  ;  Alonzo 
A.  Hoyte  received  seventy. 

For  member  of  the  assemblv,  William  H.  L.  Townsend  received  two  hundred  and  sixty 
(260)  votes;  John  T.  Woflfurd  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (257)  votes  ;  Charles 
Thompson  received  seventy-five  (75)  votes;  George  G.  Keen  received  seventy-one  (71) 
votes. 

For  constables,  Pulaskie  C.  Farrell  received  one  hundred  and  sixty -eight  (168)  votes; 
James  W.  White  received  one  hundred  fifty-one  (151)  votes;  Jawper  Harrington  received 
nine  (9)  votes ;  Louis  Feilder  received  one  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  Daniel  L.  Moore  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  forty-nine  (U9)  votes;  Jacob  C.  Miller  received  seventy  (70) 
votes;  ViiMjent  Wadsworth  received  one  hundred  fifty-two  (152)  votes;  Levi  Marcum 
received  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  votes  ;  William  W.  Herrick  received  one  hundred 
thirty-three  (133)  votes;  Enoch  Mattox  received  one  (1)  vote;  John  Henry  received  three 
(3)  votes;  John  Smith  received  thirty-one  (31)  votes;  William  McNish  received  eleven 
(11)  votes;  Tiiomas  Carroll  and  John  Carroll  each  received  three  (3)  votes;  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  received  one  hundred  sixty-one  (161)  votes;  Thomas  M. Mickler,  one  hundred 
forty -five  (145);  John  A-  Bonnel,  eighty  (80)  votes ;  Aaron  Daniels,  one  vote  ;  Wm.  W. 
Havara,  three  votes  ;  John  C.  Roberts,  two  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Lake  City,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  November,  in 
ihe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven ty-six. 

J.  A.  DAUGHTRY, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
CATO  CARTER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
GEORGE  COLES, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
CALHOUN  JONES. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

OBJECTION  TO  PRECINCT  NO.  4, 

The  republicans  ask  that  the  returns  from  the  precinct  No.  4,  (Probate  Office  precinct,)  in 
Columbia  County  be  rejected,  and  the  votes  there  cast  be  deducted  from  the  vote  of  that 
eounty  on  the  ground  of  gross  fraud,  intimidation,  and  violence  on  the  part  of  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

Spee'fication  first.  That  one  J.  U.  Daugherty,  being  a  democratic  inspector  at  said  precinct. 
did  knowinfffuUy  and  willfully  and  repeatedly  commit  the  fraud  upon  the  republicans  of 
dexterously  laying  aside  republican  ballots  as  they  were  handed  to  him  by  republican  elect- 
ors and  depositing  in  the  ballot-box  democratic  ballots  in  lieu  thereof.  In  support  of  this 
specification  we  file  herewith  the  affidavits  of  Frank  Small,  Andrew  Johnson,  Peter  Taylor, 
Howard  Nelson,  Benjamin  Jordan,  and  Sauney  Harris. 

The  witnesses  all  swear  positively  to  the  fact  alleged,  and  three  of  them  were  United 
States  deputy  marshals  on  the  day  of  election. 

Specification  second.  That  twelve  persons  were  permitted  to  vote  at  said  precinct  upon  tak- 
ing the  oath  that  their  names  had  been  improperly  stricken  from  the  registration-book,  whose 
names  were  not  found  upon  the  registration-lists,  and  who  were  never  registered  in  said 
connty.  In  support  of  this  specification  we  file  herewith  the  affidavit  of  Geo.  Coles  and 
Cato  Carter,  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct,  and  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  circuit 
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court.  This  affidavit  specifies  the  names  of  the  parties  who  voted  as  alleged,  and  the  cer* 
tiricate  of  ihe  clerk  that  they  were  never  registered  in  Columbia  County.     • 

The  evidence  does  not  show  which  ticket  these  illefiral  voters  voted  at  said  precinct. 

Specification  3rf. — That,  shortly  prior  to  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  of  November 
last,  Wm.  McNish,  Stephen  Thomas,  Joseph  King,  Thomas  Boyd,  and  Joseph  Simmons,  all 
coh)ied  citizens  of  Columbia  County,  and  four  of  them  legal  voters  in  said  county,  were  met 
in  the  public  road  in  Columbia  County,  by  four  white  democrats  of  said  county,  who,  armed 
with  double-barreled  guns,  took  the  said  colored  men  about  two  miles  from  the  road  into  a 
swamp,  and  there,  by  threats,  menaces,  placing  a  rope  around  the  neck  of  said  colored  men, 
aud  threatening  to  hang  and  kill  them,  put  them  in  great  fear  and  dan^r  of  their  lives. 

After  much  begging  and  pleading  for  their  lives  by  the  said  color^  men  the  foUowic; 
"  compromise,**  as  it  was  then  termed,  was  effected,  to  wit,  the  said  democrats  would  spare  the 
lives  of  said  colored  republicans,  if  the  said  colored  men,  on  their  knees,  would  swear  to 
join  their  democratic  club,  and  earnestly  work  among  colored  republicans  in  said  county  for 
the  democratic  ticket  until  after  the  election,  and  to  vote  and  procure  other  colored  men  to 
vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  not  to  reveal  this  compromise,  which  pledge  the  said  colored 
men  were  then  and  there  required  to  make,  and  still  fearing  their  lives  in  danger  the  said 
Wm.  McNish  and  four  other  colored  men  did  work  for  and  advocate  the  election  of  the 
democratic  candidates,  and  did  procure  a  large  number  of  colored  republican  electors  to 
abandon  the  republican  club  and  join  the  democrats  of  said  county,  and  to  vote  for  the 
democratic  candidates  at  the  said  election  at  said  precinct. 

And  we  further  charge  the  said  white  democrats  did  take  the  said  above-named  colored 
republicans  and  other  republicans  to  said  precinct  No.  4  in  Columbia  County  on  the  said 
election-day,  and  compelled  them  to  vote  against  their  will,  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 

In  support  of  this  specification  we  submit  the  affidavit  of  William  McNish,  Stephen 
Thomas,  Joseph  King,  Thomas  Boyd,  Joseph  Simmons,  Charles  Thompson,  Alexander 
Joseph,  Solomon  Wright,  William  Pearson,  and  Andrew  Johnson. 

SpeciJieationfourih.ThAi  At  said  precinct  James  Francis  voted,  the  said  James  Francis 
being  under  twenty-one  years  of  Hge  on  the  day  of  election  ;  that  Allen  Bowbe'r  voted  twice 
at  said  election  in  said  county,  the  second  time  at  said  precinct  No.  4  ;  that  Darling  Driver 
voted  at  said  precinct,  the  said  Driver  having  been  a  citizen  of  Texas  until  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  late  election ;  that  one  W.  D.  Bellamy  voted  at  said  precinct,  the  said  Bellamy  not 
being  a  registered  voter  in  said  county. 

In  support  of  this  specification  we  submit  the  affidavits  of  W.  H.  Watkins,  Dennis  Alex- 
ander, Murphy  Dixon,  Benjamin  Jordan,  and  Isaac  Douglas. 

Specijication  fifth.  That  democratic  electors  resorted  to  bribery  to  control  said  election. 

In  support  whereof  we  submit  the  affidavits  of  John  Anderson  and  Benjamin  Jordan. 

The  republican  party  ask  that  the  returns  from  Court- House  precinct  No.  I  in  said  county 
be  rejected,  and  the  votes  of  that  precinct  be  deducted  from  the  canvass  in  that  county  dh 
the  ground  of  fraudulent  voting,  bribery,  and  votes  cast  by  non-residents,  to  the  amount  of 
about  25  votes. 

In  support  of  this  charge  we  submit  the  affidavits  of  Emanuel  Wright,  Jesse  Harden,  in- 
spector, and  certificate  of  the  cilerk  of  circuit  court.  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  Sheppard,  B. 
M.  Grant,  Isaac  McCassly,  Benjamin  Jordan,  Alfred  D.  Holland,  Amos,  Jerry,  and  Jesse 
Honlin's  joint  affidavit. 

VOTERS  SWORN  IN. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Be  it  remembered  that  Cato  Carter,  colored,  aged  twenty-seven  years,  a  citizen  and  resi- 
dent of  Columbia  County,  and  George  Coles,  aged  twenty-two  years,  a  citizen  and  resident 
of  Columbia  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  each  for  himself,  says  :  That  he  was  duly  ap- 
pointed an  inspector  of  election  for  the  election  to  be  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  a  general  election  being  ordered  by  a  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  the  afore- 
said iState,  for  presidential  electors,  members  of  Congress,  and  State  officers  ;  and  that  on 
the  above-named  day  the  following -named  persons  did  offer  to  vote  at  precinct  No.  4.  in 
Lake  City,  Florida,  the  precinct  at  which  we  were  inspectors,  viz :  Americus  Birans,  E.  P. 
Hawkins,  J.  S.  Baden,  Wm.  A.  Hunt,  Henry  McClure,  James  W.  Hee,  Obadiah  Thomas, 
James  Griffis,  J.  C.  Graw,  Isadore  Holt,  W.  D.  Bellamy,  and  John  Williams.  And  that  nf>on 
searching  the  registration-list  of  voters  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  their 
names  could  not  be  found,  whereupon  they  each  for  themselves  swore  that  their  names  had 
been  illegally  erased  from  the  list  of  registered  voters  of  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  that 
they  were  lawfully  entitled  to  vote.  Upon  their  taking  such  oaths  their  votes  were  received 
and  placed  in  the  box  prepared  by  the  county  commissioners  for  receiving  the  votes,  and 
were  counted  in  the  returns  made  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers. 

GEORGE  COLES. 

CATO  CARTER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1B76. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  Columbia  County. 
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State  of  Florida,  Columbia  Connty : 

I,  A.  A.  Hoyte,  clerk  of  the  circnit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that  I 
ha^e  examined  the  original  refj^istration-list  now  on  file  in  my  office,  and  do  not  find  the 
names  in  the  foregoinp  affidavit,  to  wit:  Americns  Bivans,  E.  P.  Hawkins,  J.  S.  Bedan, 
Wm.  H.  Hunt.  Henry  McClure,  James  W.  Hee,  Obadiab  Thomas,  James  Griffin,  J.  C. 
Graw,  Isadore  Holt,  W.  D.  Bellamy,  and  John  W.  Williams. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HOYTE.  Clerk, 
By  A.  A.  HENDERSON,  D.  C. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Alfred  D.  Holland,  aj^ed  twenty-eight  years,  a  citizen  of  Columbia  County,  Florid*,  makes 
oath  that  he  was  an  inspector  of  election  regularly  appointed  by  the  board  of  cjuuty  com- 
missioners for  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novembar,  A.  D.  H7o,  in  L^ke  Citjj,  Co- 
lumbia County,  Florida,  at  precinct  number  one.  (1,)  for  presidential  electors,  members  of 
Congress,  and  State  officers ;  and  that  on  the  above-named  day  the  following  per.Hons  did 
offer  to  vote  at  the  above-named  precinct,  viz  :  Green  A.  McElrov,  Orren  Simpson,  Sir  us 
McElmore,  Andrew  J.  Martin,  Wm.  B.  McElroy,  Robt.  Stewart,  A.  Pe»»ler,  Thomas  A.  Luke, 
David  W^itt.  Allen  Sauls,  James  F.  Hunt,  J.  H.  Wilson,  and  David  0*Quinn,  and  that  upon 
searching  the  registration-list  of  voters  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  their  names 
could  not  be  found.  Thereupon  they  each  for  himself  swore  that  their  names  had  been 
illegally  erased  from  the  list  ot  registered  voters  of  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  that  they  were 
lawfully  entitled  to  vote.  Upon  their  taking  such  oath  their  votes  were  received  and  placed 
in  the  box  prepared  by  the  county  commissioner  for  receiving  votes,  and  were  counted  m  the 
returns  made  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers . 

ALFRED  D.  HOLLAND. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Columbia  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  Alfred  D.  Halland,  who  m^ide  oath  that 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  which  was  read  over  to  him,  was  true  to  the 
best  of  bis  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,     rs»"Ai..] 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Columbia  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

I,  A.  A.  Hoyt,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that  I 
have  examined  the  original  registration-list  now  on  file  in  my  office  and  do  not  find  the 
names  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  to  wit.  Green  A.  McElroy,  Orren  Simpson,  Sims  McElmore, 
Andrew  J.  Martin,  Wm.  B.  McElroy,  Robert  Stewart,  A.  Peeler,  Thomas  F.  Luke,  David 
Witt.  Allen  Sauls,  James  F.  Hunt,  J.  A.  Wilson,  and  David  0*Quinn. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HOYTE,  Clerk, 
By  A.  A.  HENDERSON,  D.  C. 

BRIBING  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  be- 
fore me,  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  Frank  Small, 
who  is  of  lawful  age^  to  wit,  twenty-two  years  old,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  that  on  the  7lh  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1S76,  at  the  town  of  Lake  City,  in  said  county,  the  same  being  the  general 
election-day,  and  the  election  of  President  and  Vice-President,  governor  of  said  State,  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  &c.,  &c.,  was  then  and  there  being  held,  and  going  on,  this  affiant  saw 
one  Eddy  Watson,  white,  pay  to  one  James  Hampton,  colored,  the  sum  of  five  (5)  dollars 
in  money,  and  heard  said  Watson  say  to  said  Hampton,  **  Now,  Jim,  you  voted  the  demo- 
crat ticket  and  here  is  your  money.**  Affiant  further  says  that  he  knows  positively  of  his 
own  knowledge  that  James  Hampton,  colored,  did  receive  said  sum  of  money,  and  that  in 
consideration  thereof  did  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  said  election,  at  Court- House  pre- 
cinct No.  1 ;  and  further  says  not.  * 

FRANK  SMALL,  his  x  mark. 

Attest :  Geo.  P.  Fowlbr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,  [seal.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  words  at  '*  Court-House  precinct  No.  1  **  were  interlined  after  signing,  by  consent  of 
affiant. 
Attest :  Geo.  P.  Fowler. 
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State  of  Florida  Columbia  County,  ss  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  the  uudersifi^ned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Columbia  County,  Emanuel 
Wright,  who  18  of  lawful  age,  to  wit,  thirty-five  years  old,  who,  being  duly  swum  accoid- 
ing  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Columbia  County :  that  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City,  in  said  County,  the  said 
being  the  general  election-day,  and  the  election  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  Stales,  governor,  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  member  of  Con* 
gross,  and  county  officers,  &.c.,  was  then  and  there  being  held  and  going  on,  this  affiant 
saw  one  Eddy  Watson  (white)  pay  to  one  James  Hampton  (colored)  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars in  money,  and  heard  said  Watson  say  to  said  Hampton,  *"  Now,  Jim,  you  vote  the  dem- 
ocrat ticket,  and  here  is  your  money.'*  Affiant  further  says  that  be  knows  personally  of 
his  own  knowledge  that  James  Hampton  (colored)  did  receive  said  sum  of  money,  and  that 
in  consideration  thereof  did  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  said  election  at  Court -House  pre- 
cinct No.  1 :  and  further  says  not 

EMANUEL  WRIGHT,  his  x  mark. 

Attest:  Geo.  P.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,     [seal.! 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Columbia  County. 

INSPECTOR  CHANGES  TICKETS  OF    VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  be- 
fore me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  Frank  Small,  who,  being  dulj 
sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says,  that  he  is  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  and 
resident  of  said  county;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  IU76,  the  same  bein^ 
the  general  election-day  for  the  election  of  President,  Vice-President,  governor,  members  of 
Congress,  &.C.,  held  at  precinct  No  4,  probato  office,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City,  County 
and  State  aforesaid,  one  Joseph  A.  Daughertv  then  and  there  being  inspector  of  said  elec- 
tion at  said  precinct  No.  4,  he,  the  said  Daugherty  being  a  democrat,  did  knowingly  and 
willfully,  in  the  presence  of  this  affiant,  take  and  accept  a  republican  ticket  or  ballot  as  such 
inspector  from  a  colored  man,  whose  name  to  this  affiant  is  unknown,  and  did  slyly  drop 
the  said  republican  ticket  and  substitute  a  democratic  ticket,  and  place  the  same  in  the 
ballot-box  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  violation  of  law  and  of  his  oath  as  inspector  aforesaid ;  and 
further  affiant  says  not. 

FRANK  SMALL,  his  -f  mark. 

Attest:  Geo.  P.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befwre  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,     [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Columbia  County,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Personally  appealed  before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county, 
Peter  Taylor,  of  lawful  age,  who,  being  duly  pworn,  on  oath  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1^76,  the  hame  day  bein?  the  general  election-day  for  President,  &c.,  at  pre- 
cinct No.  4,  probate  office,  thctown  of  Lake  City,  in  said  county,  and  towards  night  of  said 
day  this  affiant  saw  one  Daughtery,  who  was  then  and  there  one  of  the  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion at  said  precinct,  take  from  the  hand  of  a  colored  man  (whose  name  to  affiant  is  un- 
known) a  republican  ticket,  to  be  placed  as  a  vote  in  the  ballot-box;  but  that  said 
Daughtery,  in  violation  of  his  oath  as  snch  inspector,  slyly  slipped  the  said  republican 
ticket  to  one  side  and  substituted  another  ticket  theiefor,  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  ballot- 
box  at  said  precinct ;  and  further  says  not. 

PETER  TAYLOR,  his  x  mark. 

Attest:  Geo  P.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November.  A.  D   1876. 

A.  A.  HAYTE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

THE  vote  of  a  minor. 

State  of  Florida,  county  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Benjamine  Jordan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  has  resided  in  Columbia  eighteen  (18)  years  and  upwards.  He  ftirther  de- 
poses and  says  that  he  has  resided  in  Columbia  County  eighteen  and  upwards.  He 
further  deposes  and  says  that  he  has  for  years  known  James  Francis,  and  that  he  knows 
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the  said  Francis  is  not  twentj-one  years  of  a^e.  He  further  deposes  and  sajs  tliat  be  saw 
said  J  mes  Francis  vote  in  Lake  City,  Columbia  County,  Florida,  at  precinct  No.  4,  on  the 
7  th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

BENJAMINE  JORDAN,  his  x  mark. 
Attest :  JosePH  E.  Lee. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  me  before  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676. 

ABRA.  A.  KNIGHT, 

Notary  Public 

REPUBLICAN  VOTERS  THREATENED  WITH  DEATH. 

United  States  of  America,  northern  district  of  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  McNish,  Stephen  Thomas,  Joseph  King,  Thomas 
Boyd,  and  Joseph  Simmons,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  are  citizens 
of  Columbia  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  registered  voters  of  said  county,  except  Joseph 
King,  and  that  they  reside  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Lake  City,  the  county-seat  of  said 
county.  The  deponents  further  say  that  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1^76, 
near  sunset  of  that  day,  as  they  were  returning  from  Lake  City  to  their  homes,  they  were 
met  about  eight  miles  from  home  by  Joel  Niblack,  Elias  0*Heen,  Johnson  McKinney,  and 
Zack  McKinney,  the  said  Niblack,  O'Heen,  McKinneys  being  armed  with  double-barreled 
guns ;  that  Joel  Niblack,  who  was  the  leader  or  captain  of  said  armed  men  above  named, 
commanded  the  deponents  to  halt,  and  these  deponents  did  halt  at  such  command,  being 
afraid  of  their  lives.  The  said  armed  men,  all  of  whom  were  citizens  of  said  county,  com- 
pelled these  deponents  to  go  with  them  into  the  woods,  off  from  the  main  road  a  distance  of 
over  two  miles,  and  thereupon  the  said  Niblack  placed  a  rope  about  fifteen  feet  long  into 
the  bands  of  deponent,  William  McNish,  and  commanded  the  latter  to  make  a  slip-knot 
noose  in  the  rope  and  place  it  upon  the  neck  of  Joseph  King  aforesaid  ;  that  deponent,  Will- 
iam McNish,  implored  and  pleaded  with  the  said  Niblack  not  to  ii\jure  him,  the  said  King ; 
whereupon  the  said  Niblack  pointed  his  gun  to  the  said  McNish  and  commanded  him  to  put 
the  rope  upon  the  n^ck  of  said  King;  that  afterward,- and  after  threatening  to  take  the  lives 
of  these  deponents,  and  after  deponents  had  implored  them,  the  said  armed  men,  to  spare  the 
lives  of  deponents,  the  said  armed  men  agreed  to  spare  the  lives  of  deponents  upon  the  con- 
ditions that  they  would  immediately  join  the  democratic  club  in  their  precinct  and  work  to 
support  the  democratic  party  in  that  county  until  election-day,  and  to  vote  the  straight 
democratic  ticket ;  and  further  that  each  of  deponents  should  pledge  themselves  to  inance 
five  other  colored  men  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  in  said  county,  making  in  all  about 
thirty  votes;  that  deponents,  being  in  fear  of  their  lives,  and,  as  the  only  alternative  to 
save  their  lives,  accepted  such  conditions  and  agreed  to  perform  it,  and  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  democratic  club  in  their  vicinity,  which  was  about  the  24th  of  October  aforesaid, 
these  deponents  did  join  the  democratic  club,  and  did,  through  fear  and  coercion,  pursuade 
and  induce  other  colored  men  and  republicans  to  join  said  club  and  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket;  that  among  those  who  were  persuaded  as  aforesaid  to  join  said  club  after  depo- 
nents did,  and  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  were  Stephen  Sherman,  Solomon  Wright, 
Moses  Griffin,  Clayborn  Green,  Hugh  Gregg,  Harvey  Einsich,  Murry  McNish,  and  Isaac 
Chrisholm. 

That  the  said  Harvey  Einsich,  before  the  date  first  above  mentioned,  was  the  vice-president 
of  the  republican  club,  and  the  said  Stephen  Sherman  before  that  time  was  secretary  of  the 
republican  club. 

These  deponents  further  say  that  the  persons  above  named  are  not  all  of  the  republican 
voters  who  were  forced  and  induced  under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned  to  join  the 
democratic  club  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  These  deponents  further  say  that  said 
armed  men  and  other  democrats,  after  these  deponents  had  joined  said  democratic  club,  made 
use  of  this  fact  as  an  argument  to  induce  other  colored  republicans  to  join  said  club  and  vote 
the  democratic  ticket;  tnat  such  a  state  of  fear  and  terror  was  created  among  republicans 
that  the  republican  club  aforesaid  was  broken  up  and  could  not  hold  meetings ;  and  these 
deponents  believe  that  about  thirty  colored  republicans  of  said  precinct  were  compelled, 
coerced,  or  induced  thereby  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  These  aeponents  further  say  that 
through  fear  and  coercion  aforesaid  they,  with  other  colored  men,  the  exact  number  these 
deponents  do  not  know,  went  to  the  polls  with  the  white  democrsts  of  said  county  on  the 
7th  day  of  November  and  voted  the  straight  democratic  ticket  at  the  polls  opened  at  Holfs 
office,  in  I>ake  City  aforesaid,  against  their  will,  and  that  had  they  been  free  to  vote  according 
to  their  choice  they  would  have  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

WILLIAM  McNISH,  his  x  maik. 
STEPHEN  THOMAS,  his  x  mark. 
JOSEPH  KING,  his  x  mark. 
THOMAS  BOYD,  his  x  mark. 
JOSEPH  SIMMONS,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  each  to  the  five  signatures : 
F.  E.  Miller. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  R.  MEEK, 
United  States  Commissioner,  Northern  District  of  Florida 
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INTIMIDATED  VOTERS. 

Alex.  Johns,  (colored,)  of  Lake  City,  Columbia  County,  Florida,  a^ed  twenty-six 
yeaj-H,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  was  in  Lake  City;  saw  Joel  Niblack  and  Elias 
Ostend  take  to  the  polls  hve  colored  men,  William  McNisb,  Stephen  Thomas,  and  three 
otht-rs;  and  I  saw  them  vote  the  Tilden  electoral  tickets  and  the  democrat  State  and 
local  ticket,  except  representative,  for  which  they  voted  for  Charles  Thompson.  Nib- 
lack  was  by  the  side  of  McNish,  and  the  others  close  behind  with  Osteud  in  the  rear. 
Niblack  cried  out  to  the  crowd,  which  was  mainly  white  people,  to  give  way  and  let 
them  up  to  vote,  which  was  done. 

Previous  tp  the  election,  warrants  had  been  sworn  out  for  the  arrest  of  Niblack  and 
Ostend  fur  intimidating  these  colored  men,  and  warrants  were  in  my  hand  for  execu- 
tion. McNish  had  ttild  me  that,  about  October  14th,  Niblack,  Ostend,  and  two  Mc- 
Kinnys,  had  met  him  and  the  other  four  on  the  road  from  Lake  City  to  Mikesville, 
ariue^i  with  shot-guns,  and  compelled  them  to  go  off  the  road  into  a  swamp.  There 
they  njade  McNinh  put  a  rope  around  the  neck  of  one  of  the  others,  as  if  to  hang  him ; 
two  of  the  white  men  then  took  the  man  with  the  rope  around  his  neck  off  a  quarter 
of  a  mile;  he  begged  so  that  after  a  while  they  came  back,  and  a  compromise  was 
made  by  which  each  colored  man  was  to  go  and  join  a  democrat  club  and  vote  the 
democrat  ticket,  and  each  to  get  five  more  men  to  do  the  same,  and  told  them  if  they 
ever  told  of  this  they  would  kill  them  if  it  took  twenty  years.  On  this  statement  of 
McNisb,  I  had  sworn  out  the  warrants  against  Niblack  and  others.  As  deputy  United 
States  marshal,  I  arrested  Niblack  and  Osteud  November  9th,  and  took  them  before 
CommiNsiouer  Weeks,  at  Jacksonville,  and  they  waived  examination  and  were  bound 
over.  The  colored  men  t.old  the  above  st-ory  to  the  commissioner  and  district  attorney, 
J.  B.  Stick ney,  and  also  told  it  to  me  as  McNish  had  told  me  as  above.  They  said  that 
Niblack  and  Ostend  had  made  repeated  threats  of  killing  them  before  the  compromise 
by  which  they  were  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Beside  the  tive  colored  men  I  saw  voting  the  democratic  ticket  hve  other  colored 
men  who,  McNish  told  me,  they  had' procured  to  vote  it  in  consequence  of  the  compro- 
mise with  Niblack  and  Osteud. 

ALEX  JOHNS. 

State  op  Florida,  Columbia  Connty  : 

Personally  came  before  the  undersigned,  Alex  Johns,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
the  statement  made  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  which  was  read  over  to  him,  was  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HENT>EESON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Columbia  County. 

VOTED  THE  DEMOCRATIC  TICKET  TO  SAVE  LIFE. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Charles  Thompson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Columbia  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  at  the  late  elec- 
tion was  one  of  the  republican  candidates  in  said  county  for  assembly  of  the  Stat«  of 
Florida.  That  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  William  MoWish, 
Stephen  Thomas,  Joseph  King,  Thomas  Boyd,  and  Joseph  Simmons,  all  citizens  of  said 
county,  informed  this  deponent  that  they  could  not  vote  for  him  nor  support  him  at 
said  election.  And  upon  being  asked  why  they  could  not  support  this  deponent  as  such 
candidate,  they  informed  this  deponent  that  to  save  their  lives  that  they  had  agreed  to 
join  and  had  joined  a  democratic  club«  and  had  agreed  to  vote  for  and  to  work  for  the 
democratic  ticket. 

Deponent  further  says  that  they,  the  parties  above  named,  then  and  there  disclosed  to 
deponent  the  facts  and  circumstances  set  forth  in  an  affidavit  made  by  them  at  Jacksou- 
ville,  Fla.,  beforw  O.  R.  Weeks,  United  States  commissioner,  on  the  16th  day  of  Novem- 
ber aforesaid,  which  affidavit  deponent  has  heard  read.  That  the  said  William  Mo- 
Wish  and  others,  the  parties  above  named,  exacted  a  promise  irom  deponent  at  the 
time  they  disclosed  the  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid  not  to  reveal  them  to  any  oue 
else,  as  they  had  been  warned  by  Joel  Niblack  and  others  that  if  they  told  anybody  tbey 
would  be  killed. 

Deponent  further  says  that  in  consequence  of  the  threats  of  violeuoe  and  intimida- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  white  democrats  in  said  county  many  of  the  colored  people  were 
afraid  to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  and  were  compelled  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
against  their  will  and  choice.  That  so  great  was  tne  terror  and  alarm  among  the  col- 
ored voters  in  the  vicinity  where  the  said  William  McWish  lived  that  the  republican 
club  there  was  almost  broken  up,  and  it  was  Impossible  to  get  the  members  together 
for  the  purpose  of  a  meeting.  That  the  result  was  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  republicans  in  said  county,  in  order  Ik)  secure  their  personal  safety,  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  at  said  election  in  said  ,  at  the  polls  opened  at  Jadge  Holfs 

store  and  at  the  court-house  iu  Lake  City  in  said  county. 
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This  deponent  farther  says  that  Colombia  Conuty  is  a  repnblican  county ;  that  he 
has  twice  been  elected  a  meuiber  of  the  assembly  from  said  county  by.the  republicans 
since  the  war ;  that  the  repnblicans  have  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  that  county  at  any 
free  and  fair  election  ;  that  the  late  election  in  said  count}^  was  carried  by  systematic 
and  preconcerted  terrorism  on  the  part  of  the  democrats,  which  prevailed  so  generally 
that  republican  speakers  were  afraid  to  travel  and  speak  freely  in  the  county  precincts. 

Deponent  solemnly  says  that  not  only  colored  men^  but  some  of  the  white  men  in  the 
county  voted  at  said  election  a  democratic  ticket  cx)utrary  to  their  wishes  and  con- 
victions oat  of  fear  of  personal  injury  or  of  social  or  of  business  discriminations  against. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned,  Charles  Thompson,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  aflfidavit,  which  was  read  over  to 
him.  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Columbia  County. 

FRAUDULENT  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  W.  H.  Watkius, 
who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  ho  is  twenty-four. 
years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with 
Darling  Driver,  who  left  the  State  of  Florida  during  the  month  of  November,  1875, 
and  removed  to  the  State  of  Texas,  and,  as  this  affiant  is  informed  and  believes  the 
same  to  be  true,  has  resided  m  said  State  of  Texas  ever  since  until  within  a  few  davs 
prior  to  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  President,  &c.,  he  returntd  to  said  Columbia  County,  and  falsely  and  fraudu- 
lently represented  himself  to  the  registering  officer  of  said  county  as  a  citizen  and  re- 
sident thereof,  and  did  then  and  there  falsely  and  fraudulently  and  knowingly  cause 
and  procure  himself  to  be  registered  in  said  county. 

Affiant  further  says  that  the  said  Darling  Driver  did  knowingly  and  fraudulently,  at 
precinct  No.  4,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City,  in  said  county,  on  the  said  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  being  the  said  general-election  day,  vote  the  democratic  ticket  in  violation 
of  law,  be  being  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Texas  aforesaid ;  and  further  affiant  says  n  >t. 

W.  H.  WATKINS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  ^    A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Columbia  County,  State  of  Florida. 

THE  VOTERS  INTIMIDATED,  ETC. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  on  the  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  William  Reason,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is 
twenty -six  years  of  age,  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  7t[]  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  general-election  day  for  the 
election  of  President,  &c.,  this  affiant  saw  one  Joseph  Downing,  a  democrat,  and  a 
citizeD  and  resident  of  the  said  county,  driving  towards  the  town  of  Lake  City,  in  said 
county,  and  that  said  Downing  had  seven  or  eight  guns  wrapped  in  a  bed-quilt  in  the 
back  part  of  his  wagon,  and  affiant  afterwards  saw  said  Downing  in  said  town  of  Lake 
City,  on  the  aforesaid  day  of  election.  Affiant  further  says  that  said  Downing  had 
live  colored  men  with  him  in  the  aforesaid  wagon,  and  affiant  knows  of  his  own 
knowledge  that  said  Downing  did  willfully,  and  in  violation  of  the  law,  force  said  five 
men  by  intimidation  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  Probate  Office  precinct.  No.  4,  in 
Lake  City  aforesaid,  the  same  being  contrary  to  the  will  and  wishes  of  the  five  men 
aforesaid,  who  if  left  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  judgment  would  have  voted  the 
republican  ticket. 

WILLIAM  REASON. 

Attest:  J.  E.  FrrcH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  a.  a.  HOYTE, 

Cleik  of  Circuit  Court  of  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  on  this  28th  day  of  November.  A ,  D. 
1876,  Andrew  Johnson,  who,  being  duly  swoj;^  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that,  he 
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18  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  oonntv,  and  that  he 
knows  that  the  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  which  has  be«n  read  over 
to  him,  to  be  true  of  his  own  knowledge,  having  seen  them  himself;  and  further  ablaut 
suys  not. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
Attest:  J.  E.  Fitch. 

Sabscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November.  

[8KAL.]  A.  A.  HOYTE, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

EXTORTION  OP  AN  AFFIDAVIT  THROUGH  FEAR. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  on  this  28th  day  of  November,  A* 
l).  1876,  Solomon  Wright,  w^ho,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that 
he  is  forty- three  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county  ;  that  on  Sat- 
urday, the  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  one  Michael  Whetstone,  a  democrat  and 
citizen  of  said  county,  rode  up  to  affiant's  house  and  told  affiant  to  go  to  Mikesville 
(the  same  being  a  town  in  said  county)  to  swear  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  that  he 
(Wright)  had  voted  according;  to  his  own  Judgment  and  not  through  fear  of  intimida- 
tion ;  and  said  affiant,  being  in  fear  of  his  life,  did  go  to  said  town  of  Mikesville  and 
swear  before  on^  Haiti wauger,  a  Justice  of  rhe  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  that  ha 
had  voted  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  and  of  his  own  free  will,  at  the 
same  time  knowing,  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  he  would  have  voted  the  republican 
ticket  if  he  had  been  forced  and  intimidated  against  his  own  free  will  and  judg- 

ment by  said  Joel  Niblack ;  and  affiant  further  savs  that  he  is  now  leaving  the 
county,  not  daring  to  go  back  to  his  home,  through  fear  of  violence  to  his  life.  Aud 
further  affiant  says  not. 

hl8 

SOLOMON  H-  WRIGHT, 
mark. 

Attest: 

J.  E.  Fitch. 
William  Rkeson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HOYTE, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

solicited  bt  a  double-barreled  gun. 
State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  on  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Solt 
omon  Wright,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath,  says  that 
he  is  forty-three  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county,  and  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1876,  one  Joel  Niblack,  a  deoiocra- 
and  citizen  of  said  county,  rode  up  on  horseback,  carrying  a  double-barreled  shot- 
gun in  his  hands  and  stopped  before  affiant's  house,  where  said  affiant  was  working. 
The  said  Niblack  then  asked  said  Wright  if  he  wonid  vote  the  democratic  ticket  and 
help  beat  these  damned  radicals;  and  when  said  Wright  answered  that  he  had  always 
voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  wonld  like  to  vote  it  again,  said  Niblack  told  said 
Wright  that  if  he  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  he  could  not  live  in  said  connty, 
and  did  willfully,  and  in  violation  of  the  law,  compel  said  Wright  to  promise  that  he 
would  vote  ihe  democratic  ticket,  the  said  Wright  being  in  fear  of  his  life  if  he  did 
not  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Affiant  further  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  general  election-day  for  the  election  of  President,  &c., 
that  the  aforesaid  Joel  Niblack  met  said  affiant  in  the  town  of  Lake  City,  in  said  county, 
before  said  Wright  had  voted,  and  asked  said  Wright  if  he  had  vot«d  the  democratic 
ticket,  and  said  Wright  did  then  go  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  probate-office, 
precinct  No.  4,  Lake  City  aforesaid,  against  his  will,  and  being  in  fear  of  his  life;  and 
further  affiant  s^ys  not. 

SOLOMON  WEIGHT,  his  x  mark. 
Attest: 

Jesse  Harden, 

J.  E.  Fitch. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HOYTE, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County,  Florida. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHANGING   TICKETS.  93 

TICKET  CHAXOED  Br  AX  INSPECTOR. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  D aval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Benjamin  Jordan  and  Downing  Harris,  who,  being 
doly  swnrn,  depose  and  say  that  they  were  present  at  poll  No.  2,  in  Lake  City,  Colnm- 
bia  Connty,  Florida,  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  day  of  a 
general  election ;  that,  while  watching  the  election  at  poll  No.  2,  they  saw  a  colored 
man  who  had  a  repnblicao  ticket,  to  wit,  a  ticket  upon  which  were  the  regular  Hayes 
and  Wheeler  electors  and  the  republican  State  and  county  nominees  for  office ;  they 
also  depose  and  say  that  they  saw  the  said  colored  man  give  his  ticket  or  ballot  to  one 
Joseph  Daugherty,  inspector,  to  be  put  into  the  ballot-box.  They  further  say  that 
the  said  Daugherty,  instead  of  putting  said  ballot  in  the  ballot-box,  changed  the 
said  ticket,  which  was  a  republican  ticket,  and  put  a  different  ticket  in  said  ballot-box 
than  the  one  given  him  by  the  said  colored  man. 

Your  affiants  further  depose  and  say  that  said  Daugherty  is  a  prominent  demo- 
crat in  Columbia  County ;  and  that  they  have  good  reason  to  believe  the  said  Dough- 
erty put  a  democratic  ballot  in  the  ballot-box  in  place  of  the  republican  ticket  which 
was  handed  him  by  the  colored  voter. 

Your  deponents  say  that  upon  the  day  of  election  they  were  acting  as  deputy  United 
States  marshals. 

BENJAMIN  JORDAN,  his  x  mark. 

Attest:  Joseph  £.  Leb. 

DOWNING  HARRIS,  his  x  mark. 

Attest:  Joseph  £.  Lee. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

ALVA  A.  KNIGHT, 

Notary  Public. 

A  MII70R  VOTES. 

State  of  Florida,  Connty  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Benjamin  Jordan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  was  present  at  Lake  City,  Columbia 
County,  Florida,  the  same  being  the  day  of  a  general  election  ;  that  one  George  Robin- 
son attempted  to  vote  at  precinct  No.  2,  in  Lake  City,  Columbia  County,  but  when  asked 
by  some  of  the  inspectors  at  said  poll  if  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  replied  he 
was  not,  whereupon  he  left  said  poll  without  voting.  After  leaving  said  poll  No.  2,  the 
said  Robinson  met  with  one  Edge,  a  leading  democrat  in  Columbia  County.  The  said 
Kdge  then  asked  the  said  Robinson  if  he  bad  voted,  when  said  Robinson  replied  he 
bad  tried  to  vote  at  poll  No.  2,  but  as  he  was  under  age  he  was  not  allowed  to  at  said 
poll.  Whereupon  the  said  Edge  handed  the  said  Robinson  a  ticket,  and  told  him  if  he 
would  vote  said  ticket  he.  Edge,  would  see  he,  Robinson,  had  the  opportunity  to  vote. 
Whereupon  the  said  Robinson  and  the  said  Edge  went  together  to  poll  No.  1,  where 
yonr  affiant  saw  him  vote  the  identical  ballot  that  had  been  given  him  by  the  said 
E<lge. 

Deponent  further  says  that,  while  he  is  unable  to  state  the  kind  of  ballot  the  said 
Edge  gave  the  said  Robinson,  he  does  know  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  said  Edge 
was  busy  ail  day  distributing  democratic  tickets,  and  he  has  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  a  democratic  ticket  the  said  Robinson  received  from  the  said  Edge,  and 
which  the  said  Robinson  voted. 

BENJAMIN  JORDAN,  his  x  mark. 

Attest: 

Joseph  E.  Lee. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

ALVA  A.  KNIGHT, 

Notary  Public. 

GUANOING  A  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1H76,  Howard  Nelson,  (the  same  having  been  deputy  United  States  marshal  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  being  the  day  of  election,)  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
on  oath  says  that,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  genera 
election-day  for  the  election  of  President.  &c.,  at  precinct  No.  4,  probate-office,  in  the 
town  of  Lake  City,  in  the  said  county,  ana  about  noon  of  said  day,  this  affiant  saw  one 
Daugherty,  who  was  then  and  there  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct, 
take  from  the  hands  of  a  colored  man  (whose  name  to  affiant  is  unknown)  a  republican 
ticket  to  be  placed  as  a  vote  in  the  ballot-box,  but  that  the  said  Dougherty,  in  viola- 
tion of  his  oath  as  such  inspector,  slyly  slipped  the  said  republican  ticket  to  one  side  and 
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substituted  another  ticket  therefor,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot-box  at  said 
precinct :  and  further  affiant  says  not. 

HOWARD  NELSON,  his  x  mark. 
Attest: 

J.  E.  Fitch. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  thi?  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.1876. 

A.  A.  HOYT, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

DISCHARGED  FOR  VOTING  THE  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigrnedfOn  this  29th  day  of  November,  A 
D.  1876,  Annison  Burris,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  be 
is  fifty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county,  and  lately  in  the 
employ  of  Bryant  Gurganns  and  C.  Bi  McClenney,  mannfacturers  of  turpentine,  in  Co- 
lumbia County  ;  and  this  affiaut  says  that,  on  Saturday,  the  4th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  one  Louis  Harrison,  agent  for  the  aforesaid  Gurganns  &.  McClenney,  called 
the  employes  together  in  front  of  the  store  of  the  aforesaid  firm,  at  Mount  Carrie,  Co- 
lumbia County,  State  aforesaid,  and  read  to  the  said  employes  two  letters,  one  from 
each  member  of  the  aforesaid  firm,  stating  that  all  of  said  employ^  who  should  vote 
the  republican  ticket  at  the  coming  election  would  be  publicly  discharged  from  their 
employ.  Affiant  further  says  that  he  and  a  large  number  of  said  employes  of  said  firm 
did  vote  the  republican  ticket  at  the  election  held  at  Lake  City,  Columbia  County,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  bein^  the  general  election-day  for  the 
election  of  President,  drc,  and  said  employes,  after  having  voted  the  republican  ticket 
at  aforesaid  election,  were  discharged  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  being 
the  day  after  election,  in  accordance  with  aforesaid  letters  of  the  firm  aforesaid,  viz, 
that  the  employes  should  leave  the  houses  of  said  firm  on  the  day  after  election  if  they 
voted  the  republican  ticket :  and  further  affiant  saith  not. 

ANNISON  BURRIS. 

Attest : 

J.  E.  Fitch. 

Sn Inscribed  and  sworn  to  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

tSKAL.]  A.  A.  HOYTE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  on  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  Richard  Wilson,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he 
is  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  and  a  resident  of  said  county ;  that  he  is  one 
of  the  employ^  of  the  firm  of  Gurganns  &.  McClenney,  turpentine  manufacturers,  in 
Columbia  County,  State  of  Florida,  at  Mount  Carrie,  mentioned  in  foregoing  affidavit ; 
that  he  has  heard  the  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  which  has  been  read 
to  him,  and  knows  the  same  to  be  true,  as  he  was  one  of  the  employ^  of  said  firm,  and 
was  dischcurged  on  said  8th  day  of  November,  for  having  voted  the  republican  ticket ; 
and  further  affiant  says  not. 

RICHARD  WILSON. 

Attest: 

J.  E.  Fitch. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HOYTE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

HONEY  FOR  VOTERS. 

StAte  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss  : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  John 
Anderson  and  Benjamin  Jordan,  who  are  both  of  la\y^ful  age,  who  being  duly  sworn,  on 
oath  say  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  one  Harney  Amzie,  and  TOlieve  him  to  be 
a  reliable  man  as  to  truth,  and  that  he  acknowledged  and  told  these  affiants  that  he 
was  paid  the  sum  of  $50  by  the  democrats  to  procure  and  cause  twelve  colored  men  to 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  on  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A  D. 
1876,  for  President,  &.o. 

These  affiants  further  say  that  they  talked  to  and  advised  said  Harney  Amzie  not  to 
do  so,  but  that  he  replied  that  he  intended  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  also  in- 
tended to  get  all  he  could  to  vote  that  ticket,  as  he  was  paid  the  said  sum  of  money 
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for  that  parpoee,  and  that  be  intended  to  earn  the  money  in  that  manner,  and  then 
kave  the  State :  and  further  they  say  not. 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  his  x  mark. 
BEN  JORDAN,  his  x  mark. 
Attest: 

Geo.  p.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  CONVICT  VOTED. 

state  of  Florida,  Colambia  Connty,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  25th  day  of  Ntvember,  A.  D  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  the  undersigued,  a  ja»tice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  Alfred  D. 
Holland,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  twenty-eight  years  of  age  and 
a  native  of  said  county ;  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  one  Peter  Murphy;  that 
about  six  years  ago  to  the  knowledge  of  this  affiant  said  Murphy  was  tried  and  con- 
victed in  this  Columbia  County  for  the  crime  of  grand  larceny,  and  was  committed  to 
the  State  penitentiary  for  said  crime,  and  did  serve  his  time  in  said  penitentiary  and 
was  never  pardoned.  Affiant  further  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  the  same  being  the  general  election-day  for  the  election  of  President,  &c.,  at 

erecioct  No.  1,  court-house,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City  in  said  connty,  the  said  Peter 
farphy  was  brought  to  the  polls  by  democrats,  and  did  then  and  there  knowingly 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  instance  and  request  of  democrats ;  and  bis  said  vote 
as  such  was  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  at  said  precinct.  And  further  deponent  saith 
Dot. 

A.  D.  HOLLAND. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Colnmbia,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for 
Colnmbia  County,  on  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  A.  Hoyte,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
in  ard  for  Columbia  Connty,  who,  being  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he 
is  fifty-one  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  saia  county  ;  and  that  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  j^neral  election-day  for  the  election 
of  President,  &.O.,  the  inspectors  and  clerk  of  precmct  No.  4,  probate  office,  Lake  City, 
Colnmbia  Connty,  Florida,  did  fail  to  transmit  to  said  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and 
for  said  connty,  the  poll-list  of  said  precinct  as  required  by  law ;  and  said  clerk  has 
not  yet  received  the  aforesaid  poll-list  of  said  precinct.    And  further  affiant  saith  not. 

A.  A.  HOYTE, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

NON-RESIBENT  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  Connty,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  on  this  29th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  Biathew  Lee,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he 
is  twenty-nine  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  and  resideut  of  said  connty ;  that  one  Doc 
Mills,  a  white  democrat  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Suwannee  County,  did,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  general  election-day  for  the  elec- 
tion of  President,  &c,,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City,  Columbia  Connty,  State  aforesaid, 
at  precinct  No.  1,  willfully,  corruptly,  and  fraudulently  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
in  violation  of  the  law,  knowing  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  a  vote 
in  aforesaid  Columbia  County.  And  affiaut  further  says  that  he  remonstrated  with 
•aid  Mills  for  unlawfully  voting  said  democratic  ticket.  And  further  affiant  saith  not. 

MATHEW  LEE,  his  x  marie. 

Attest: 

J.  A.  FrrcH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HOYTE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Murphy  Dixon,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  is  a  registered  voter  in  Columbia  County,  Florida  *•  that  he  was  present 
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at  Lake  City,  in  Colambia  Connty,  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A  D  1876. 
the  same  being  a  day  of  a  general  election  ;  that  on  that  day  he  saw  one  James  Francis 
vote  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  said  Lake  City  ;  that  in  December,  1875,  in  conversation  with 
the  said  James  Francis,  the  said  Francis  told  your  affiant  that  he  was  only  eighteen 
(18)  years  of  age.  Your  affiant  was  well  acquainted  with  the  said  Francis,  having 
worked  with  said  Francis  some  four  (4)  months,  and  he  further  says  he  was  working 
with  said  Francis  at  the  time  said  Francis  told  your  affiant  that  he  was  but  eighteen 
(18)  years  of  age.  Your  affiant  further  says  that  he  knows  the  said  James  Francis  was 
and  is  a  demiKsrat  in  politics.  The  said  Francis  often  told  affiant  that  he  was  a  Drew 
and  Hull  man. 

MURPHY  DIXON,  his  x  mark- 
Attest:  • 

Joseph  E.  Lee. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  the  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[8EAL.J  ALA  A.  KNIGHT, 

Notary  Public. 

DISCHARGED  FOR  VOTING  THE  "REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss: 

Be  it  rembered  that  on  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  the  undersigned,  a  jnstice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  Alfred  Hick- 
land,  colored,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  and  a  day  or  two  previons 
to  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D,  1876,  one  K.  D.  Edge,  a 
farmer,  of  said  county,  with  whom  this  affiant  is  hired  as  a  farm-laborer,  said  to  this 
affiant,  "Alfred,  I  want  you  to  vot«  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  election,  and  unless 
you  do  vote  that  ticket,  you  nor  any  other  man  who  does  not  do  it  shall  do  any  work 
for  me  nor  stay  on  my  place."  Affiant  says,  notwithstanding  the  threats  of  said  Edge, 
he  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  precinct  No.  2,  in  said  county,  and  at  said  general 
election,  and  immediately  returned  home  t^  the  farm  of  said  Edge  in  order  to  go  to  work, 
but  thar.  said  Edge,  well  knowing  how  this  affiant  had  voted,  ordered  him  off  bis  place 
and  would  not  give  hiui  any  further  employment  for  the  cause  aforesaid.  And  affiant 
further  says  not. 

ALFRED  HICKLAND,  his  x  mark. 

Attest : 

George  P.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  USE  OF  money. 

Stat«  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Benjamin  Gordon,  who,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  was  present  as  a  United  States  deputy  marshal  at  Lake  City,  Fla.,  oo  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  the  day  of  the  general  election ;  that  on  that  occasion  he 
heard  one  Vincent,  a  resident  of  said  county,  say  that  he  was  a  democrat ;  that  he  had 
fifty  dollars  given  hioi  by  his  party  ;  that  with  it  he  intended  ij  get  twelve  (12)  niggers 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  as  the  money  was  given  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  he  was  bound  to  vote  them.  Whereupon  affiant  told  him  he  wonld  get  himself 
into  trouble  if  he  did  this;  he  said  ho  didn't  care;  that  if  Florida  got  too  hot  for  him 
his  party  would  raise  mouey  to  send  him  away  with. 

BENJ.  GORDON,  his  x  mart^. 

Attest: 

Joseph  E.  Lee. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL]  ALA  A.  NIGHT, 

Not4iry  Public. 
non-resident  voter. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss  : 

Brt  it  remembered  that  on  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  the  nndersigned,  a  juHtice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  «M>unty,  Isaac 
£.  Douglass,  of  lawful  age,  to  wit,  twenty>one  years  of  a^^  and  a  citieen  aud.resident 
of  said  county,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he 
Ih  Well  acquainted  with  one  W.  D.  Bellamy,  and  have  knoMru  him  intimat«ly  for  three 
years  last  past;  that  he  is  a  white  man,  and  resides  in  the  county  of  Hamilton, in 
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said  State  of  Florida,  and  bas  resided  there  daring  the  last  three  voars  ;  that  he  is  not 
a  registered  voter  of  this  Colnmhia  Connty,  but  that  be,  the  said  W.  D.  Bellamy,  did 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  Lake  City,  in  said  Colombia  County,  at  the  general  elec- 
tion held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  the  said  Bellamy  is  a  citizen 
and  resident  of  said  Hamilton  County,  and  was  not  entitled  to  vote  in  said  Colnmbia 
County ;  that  this  affiant  challenged  the  vote  of  said  Bellamy  for  the  cause  aforesaid, 
but  that  the  inspectors  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  said  county,  received  his  vote,  and  the 
same  was  then  and  there  duly  deposited  in  the  ballot*box.   And  further  saith  not. 

ISAAC  DOUGLASS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SKAL.]  A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TICKETS  EXCHANGED  BY  THE  INSPECTOR. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  sa : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  Andrew  Johnson,  of 
lawful  age,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  general  election-day  for  President,  <&o.,  at  precinct  No. 
4,  probate  office,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City  in  said  county,  affiant  saw  a  colored  man, 
whose  name  to  him  is  unknown,  step  up  to  the  polls  and  give  his  ticket  to  one  Joseph 
A.  Dangherty,  inspector  of  election  at  said  precinct ;  and  affiant  positively  says  that  ne 
saw  said  Dangherty,  who  is  a  strong  democrat,  slyly  slip  said  ticket  away  and  substi- 
tute another  ticket  (democratic)  in  its  place,  and  then  place  the  same  in  the  ballot-box 
at  said  precinct.   And  further  says  not. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  his  x  mark. 

Attest : 
Geo.  p.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
inspector's  denial. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Joseph  A.  Dangherty,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 
That  he  has  heard  read  the  affidavits  of  Benjamin  Jordan  and  Sawney  Harris,  and 
that  this  deponent  positively  denies  that  he  was  an  inspector  of  the  election  held  in 
Columbia  County  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1676,  at  box  No.  2.  This  deponent  further 
says,  that  he  has  heard  read  the  affidavits  of  Frank  Small,  Peter  Taylor,  Howard  Nelson, 
and  Andrew  Johnson,  and  says  the  statement  made  in  said  affidavits,  that  this  depo- 
nent was  an  inspector  of  the  election  held  in  Columbia  County  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  1876,  at  probate  office,  box  No.  4,  is  true ;  but  that  this  deponent  does  most 
positively  and  emphatically  deny  that  while  acting  as  such  inspector,  or  in  any  other 
capacity  or  respect,  he  received  a  republican  vote  or  ticket,  or  votes  or  tickets,  from 
colored  or  white  voters,  and,  after  receiving  the  same,  slyly,  dexterously,  or  otherwise, 
drop  said  ticket  or  tickets,  and  substitute  a  democratic  ticket  in  the  place  of  said  re- 
publican ticket,  in  the  ballot-box  at  said  precinct  No.  4. 

This  defendant  further'  says,  that  he  did  honestly,  faithfully,  and  impartially  dis- 
charge his  duty  as  an  inspector  of  said  election  at  said  precinct  No.  4 ;  and  that  the 
charge  made  a^inst  him  by  Frank  Small,  Peter  Taylor,  Howard  Nelson,  and  Andrew 
Johnson  in  their  said  affidavits  read  to  this  deponent,  in  respect  to  this  deponent's 
substitating  democratic  tickets  in  place  of  republican  tickets,  are  absolutely  and  un- 
qualifiedly false,  and  that  said  charge  is  a  base  and  infamous  slander  against  this 
deponent. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  said  election  held  at  said  precinct  was  conducted  in 
all  respects  in  strict  compliance  with  law,  and  that  perfect  quiet  and  good  humor  pre- 
vailed ;  that  no  violence,  threat-s,  or  acts  of  intimidatiou  were  used  at  said  precinct, 
but  that  every  elector  voting  at  said  precinct  done  so  freely,  and  without  interference 
on  the  part  of  any  other  person. 

JOSEPH  A.  DAUGHERTY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

certificate  of  the  RESULT  OF  THE  ELECTION  IN  PRECINCT  NO.  1. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerks  of  an  election  bold  at  court-house  in 
the  county  of  Columbia,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the|7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
7  FLA  ^  . 
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ander  and  by  virtae  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  rej|[istration  of  electors 
and  the  holding;  of  elections/'  approved  Aagnst  6,  1868,  and  an  acl  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  February  27, 187*2,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  waa 
as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor— QeoTf^e  F.  Drew  (490)  received  four  hundred  and  ninety  votes  ;  Mar- 
cellus  L.  Steams  (23)  received  twenty-three  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor — ^Noble  A.  Hull  (490)  received  four  hundred  and  ninety  vot^; 
David  Montgomery  (23)  received  twenty- three  votes. 

For  presidential  electors — Wilkinson  Call  (4{?9)  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  (489)  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  votes ;  Robert 
B.  Hilton  (489)  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  (489) 
received  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  (24)  received  twenty- 
four  votes;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-four  votes;  W.  H.  H jlden  (21)  received 
twenty-four  votes ;  T.  W.  Long  (24)  received  twenty-four  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congre8a--Je68e  J.  Finley  (488)  received  four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  votes;  Horatio  Bisl>ee,  jr.  (23)  received  twenty-three  votes. 

For  State  8enator--GeoTge  B,  Ellis  (490)  received  four  hundred  and  ninety  votes; 
Alonzo  A.  Hoyte  (23)  received  twenty-three  votes. 

For  member  of  the  aesemblg — William  A.  L.  Townsend  (488)  received  four  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  votes ;  Charles  Thompson  (23)  received  twenty-three  votes ;  John  T. 
Moffora  (488)  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  votes;  George  G.  Keen  (23)  re- 
ceived twenty-three  votes. 

For  oonstahles.—AmoB  Jerry,  jr.,  7  votes;  Caleb  Moncrief,  1  vote;  Harry  Stay,  1- 
vote;  D.  J.  Crouiley,  1  vote;  D.  D.  Murry,  I  vote ;  Lem  Mundee,  1  vote;  V.  E.  Wat- 
son received  one  vote ;  C.  P.  F.  Thompson  received  one  vote ;  John  C.  C.  Roberts 
received  eleven  votes;  Jasper  Harrington  received  twenty-three  votes;  John  Boni- 
well  received  128  votes  ;  Wm.  Mcintosh  received  four  votes ;  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
received  285  votes;  John  Smith  received  124  votes;  V.  E.  Wadsworth  received  :J94 
votes;  O.  P.  Luster  received  one  vote;  Tom.  T.  Winkle  one;  W.  W.  Moore  received 
two  votes;  T.  M.  Mickler  received  229  votes;  G.  Champion,  one  vote  ;D.  L.Moore, 
275  votes;  Tom.  Fielding, one ;  L.  Marcum,238  votes;  J.  Funk, one;  R.  L.  Marcan  , 
238  votes;  Joe  Smith,  11  votes;  C.  P.  Farnell,:J28  votes;  W.  W.  Herring, 270  votes ; 
Jas.  White,  301  votes;  L.  Fulder,  301  votes;  G.  Pottsdamer,  1  vote;  W.  H.  Harvid,2 
votes;  D.  Bufford,  1  vote;  J.  C.  Miller,  130  votes;  T.  C.  Carroll,  12  votes;  White,  1 
vote;  JBuck  Floyd,  5  votes ;  J.  C.  Henry, 2  votes ;  J.  Raymon,  3  votes;  Max  Williams, 2, 

Witness  our  hands  at  Lake  City,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  8th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876. 

W.  M.  IVES,  Jr., 

Inspector  of  Election. 
A.  D.  HOLLAND, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  S.  HARDEN, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
T.  S.  WOLTZ. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

I,  A.  A.  Hoyte,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  third  judicial  circuit  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of  the  returns  made  by  the 
inspectors  of  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  now  on  file  in  my 
office. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  the  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[seal.]  ,  A.  A.  HOYTE,  Clerk, 

By  A.  A.  HENDERSON,  D.  C. 

CHANGING  PAPERS  TO  VniATE  VOTES  FOR  ELECTORS. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  Alfred  D.  Holland  and 
Jesse  Harden,  both  inspectors  of  election  at  precinct  No.  1^  Conrt-House,  and  Amos 
Jerry,  jr.,  United  States  supervisor  of  election  at  said  precinct  in  the  town  of  Lake 
City,  county  and  State  aforesaid,  all  of  lawful  age,  who  by  me  being  duly  sworn  ac- 
cording to  law,  on  oath  say,  that  they  and  each  or  them  were  duly  appointed  officers 
of  election  held  at  said  precinct  as  above  set  forth,  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
the  same  being  the  general  election  for  the  election  of  President,  Vice-President,  gov- 
ernor, members  of  Congress,  &c.,  and  well  know  of  our  own  knowledge  that  all  the 
tickets  voted  at  said  election  at  said  precinct  for  republican  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  had  the  name  of  each  elector  printed  in  full,  but  when  said  votes  were 
counted  and  the  inspectors  were  ready  to  make  up  their  retams,  one  A.  B.  Hagao, 
chairman  of  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  said  county,  produced  a  roll  of 
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blanks,  and  said  they  were  the  proper  blanks  for  said  returns,  and  the  said  inspectors 
and  supervisor  of  election  not  suspecting  any  trick  or  fraud  accepted  said  blanks,  and 
the  returns  of  said  election  were  made  thereon  ;  that  they  have  since  discovered  that 
the  bringing  of  said  blanks  by  said  Hagan  was  a  trick  and  a  fraud,  for  the  reason  that 
in  said  blanks  the  names  of  presidential  electors  and  electors  for  Vice-President  of  the 
republican  party  were  all  printed  in  initials,  and  all  the  names  of  the  electors  for  the 
democratic  party  were  printed  in  full ;  and  that  no  votes  were  oast  for  republican 
electors  but  what  had  all  the  names  printed  in  full.  Affiants  further  state  that  they 
verily  believe  from  all  facts  and  circumstances  that  the  said  Hagan  and  others  aiding 
and  abetting  him  procured  the  blanks  aforesaid  and  had  the  same  used  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  republican  electors  and  to  deprive  all  persons  who  voted  for  them  to 
lose  their  votes:  that  these  affiants,  inspectors,  and  supervisor  aforesaid  are  ignorant 
colored  men  and  did  not  suspect  the  trick  of  said  Hagan  ;  that  this  statement  is  no  t 
made  for  the  purpose  of  vexation  or  delay,  but  that  justice  may  b^  done  the  total  re- 
publican vote  cast  at  said  precinct  for  said  electors  was  twenty-four,  as  follows  : 

Frederick  C.  Humphries,  (i4,)  twenty-four  votes. 

Charles  H.  Pearce,  (24,)  twenty-four  votes. 

William  A.  Holden,  (24,)  twenty-four  votes. 

Thomas  W.  Long,  (24,)  twenty-four  votes. 

While  the  returns  as  made  were : 

F.  C.  Humphries,  (24,)  twenty- four  votes. 

C.  H.  Pearce,  (24,)  twenty-four  votes. 

W.  H.  Holden,  (24,)  twenty-four  votes. 

T.  W.  Long,  (24,)  twenty-four  votes. 

Amos  Jerry,  jr.,  supervisor  aforesaid,  further  deposes  and  says  that  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  said  county  had  previously  furnished  said  board  of  inspectors  with  the 
proper  blanks  to  make  their  said  returns,  and  this  affiant  saw  Washington  W.  Ives,  jr., 
the  democratic  inspector  at  said  precinct,  throw  this  bundle  of  blanks  under  a  box  out 
of  sight,  and  that  this  affiant  did  not  suspect  anything  to  be  wrong  at  that  time,  but 
has  since  discovered  that  it  was  done  intentionally. 

Jesse  Harden  further  deposes  and  says  that  the  statement  made  by  the  above  super- 
visor, Amos  Jerry,  jr.,  is  correct,  and  that  he  asserts  the  same  of  his  own  knowledge. 

AMOS  JERRY,  Jr., 

Supervisor. 
JESSE  HARDEN, 

Inspector. 
A.  D.  HOLLAND, 

Inspector* 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  ct£  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,        [skal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Columbia  County. 

VOTERS  PAIJ8ELY  SWORN  IN. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Jesse  Harden,  aged  23  years,  a  citizen  of  Columbia  County,  Florida,  makes  oath 
that  he  was  an  inspector  of  election,  regularly  appointed  by  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners, for  the  election  held  on  the  7  th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Lake 
City,  county  of  Columbia,  State  of  Florida,  at  precinct  No.  1,  for  presidential  electors, 
members  of  Congress,  and  State  officers;  and  that  on  the  above-named  day  the  follow- 
ing persons  did  offer  to  vote  at  the  above-named  precinct,  viz :  Green  A.  McElroy, 
Owen  Simpson,  Sims  McElmore,  Andrew  J.  Martin,  William  B.  McElroy,  Robert 
Stewart,  A.  Peeler,  Thomas  J.  Luke,  David  Witt,  Allen  Sauls,  James  J.  Hunt. 
J.  H.  Wilson,  and  David  Oquinn;  and  that  upon  searching  the  list  of  ragisterea 
voters  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  their  names  could  not  be  found. 
Whereupon  they  each  for  himself  swore  that  their  names  had  been  illegally  erased 
from  the  list  of  registered  voters  of  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  that  they  were  law- 
fully entitled  to  vote.  Upon  their  taking  such  oath  their  votes  were  received  and 
placed  in  the  box  prepared  by  the  county  commissioners  for  receiving  votes,  and  were 
counted  in  the  returns  made  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers. 

JESSE  HARDEN. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  Jesse  Harden,  who  made  oath  that 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  which  was  read  to  him,  was  true  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

This  the  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[seal.  ]  A .  H.  HENDERSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Columbia  County. 
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State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County: 

I,  A.  A.  Hoyte,  olerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  above-named  county,  do 
hereby  certify  I  have  examined  the  original  registration-list  now  on  file  in  ray  office, 
and  do  not  find  the  names  in  the  forecfoing  affidavit,  to  wit :  Green  A.  McElroy,  Owen 
Simpson,  Sims  McElmore,  Andrew  J.  Martin,  William  B.  McElroy,  Robert  Stewart,  A. 
Peeler,  Thomas  J.  Luke,  David  Witt,  Alien  Sauls,  James  J.  Hant,  J.  H.  Wilson,  and 
David  Oqninn. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HOYTE, 

Clerk 

By  A.  H.  HENDERSON' 

Deputy  Clerk. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  B.  W.  Grant,  who,  being 
by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  he  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  a 
resident  of  said  county ;  says  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  one  Wiley  Barr,  citizen 
and  resident  of  Alachua  County ;  that  said  Barr  is  a  white  man  and  a  democrat,  and  to 
the  knowledge  of  affiant  has  resided  in  said  Alachua  County,  Florida,  for  the  last  three 
years ;  that  at  the  election  held  at  precinct  No.  1,  (court-house,)  in  said  town  of  Lake 
City,  in  said  county,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  ror  President,  &c.,  said 
Barr  cast  his  vote,  and  it  was  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  at  said  precinct;  that  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  affiant  said  Barr  is  and  was  a  non-resident  of  said  Columbia  County 
for  full  three  years  prior  to  said  election ;  and  further  savs  not. 

B.  W.  GRANT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  NovemberjA.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,    [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Be  it  remembered  that  at  the  same  time  and  place  appeared  Isaac  McCussle^,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  resides  in  said 
Columbia  County ;  that  he  has  heard  the  foregoing  affidavit  read,  and  well  knows  the 
contents  thereof^  and  knows  the  same  to  be  true,  for  he,  this  affiant,  was  present  and  saw 
said  Barr  cast  his  ballot  at  said  election,  and  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  that  he  is 
a  citizen  and  resident  of  Alachua  County,  Florida,  and  that  he  was  such  at  said  time ; 
and  further  says  not. 

N  hill 

ISAAC  -♦-  McCUSSLE  Y. 
mark. 
Attest: 

Geo.  p.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,    [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ELECTION  TO  BE  CARRIED  AT  ALI.  HAZARDS. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  api>eared 
before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  B.  W.  Grant,  who,  beins 
dul^  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  savs  that  he  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and 
a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  one  W.  H.  L. 
Townsend,  a  citizen  of  said  county,  and  democratic  candidate  for  the  State  assembly 
from  said  county  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
for  President,  &c.,  held  in  the  town  of  Lake  City  in  said  county.  Affiant  says  that 
about  fifteen  days  before  said  election  he  had  quite  a  lengthy  conversation  with  said 
Townsend,  and  that  he  in  said  conversation  was  very  bitter  and  vindictive  toward  the 
republican  party,  and  said  to  affiant,  among  other  things,  that  they,  the  democrats, 
intended  to  carry  the  said  election  at  all  hazards,  let  it  cost  what  it  would  either  in 
blood,  corruption,  and  other  words  too  vile  and  filthy  to  be  herein  set  forth ;  that  from 
the  language  and  demeanor  of  said  Townsend  affiant  is  well  satisfied  that  he  expressed 
his  full  sentiments  and  determination  as  the  representative  of  his  party,  and  their 
avowed  mouth-piece,  to  carry  out  his  and  their  threats  made  as  aforesaid,  and  from 
what  he  has  since  seen  and  heard,  and  believes  to  be  true,  said  threats  and  intimida- 
tions  were  carried  out  and  used  at  said  election  by  said  Townsend  and  the  democratic 
party  toward  the  colored  people  of  said  Columbia  County.    Affiant  farther  says  that 
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in  said  conversation  said  Townsend  farther  said  that  they  (meaning  the  democrats) 
intended  to  take  their  guns,  and  that  they  had  also  ordered  five  hundred  pistols  and 
intended  to  use  the  same  to  carry  said  election ;  that  this  a^ant  farther  says  that  this 
affidavit  is  not  made  ont  of  malice  or  ill-will,  hnt  that  justice  may  be  done ;  and  further 
says  not. 

B.  W.  GRANT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,    [seal.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Be  it  remembered  that  at  the  same  time  and  place  also  appeared  Andrew  Johnston, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  twenty-seven 
years  of  age :  that  he  has  heard  the  foregoing  affidavit  read,  and  kuows  the  contents 
thereof,  and  knows  the  same  to  be  true ;  that  he  was  present  at  said  conversation  with 
said  Townsend,  and  heard  the  language  and  threats  as  set  forth  in  said  affidavit,  and 
further  says  not. 

his 
ANDREW  -f  JOHNSTON, 
mark. 
Attest : 

Geo.  p.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,    [seal.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

acknowledgment  of  repeating. 
State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Personally  came  Dennis  Alexander,  colored,  aged  twenty-five  years,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  one  Allen  Barber  did  acknowledge  in  his  presence  that  he,  the  said 
Allen  JBarber,  voted  twice  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  one  vote  being  oast  at  the  Court-House  precinct,  No.  1,  and  the  other  vote  be- 
ing cast  at  the  Probate-Office  preciuct.  No.  4,  in  the  town  of  Lake  City,  Columbia 
County,  State  of  Florida. 

DENNIS  ALEXANDER,  his  x  mark. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigued,  Dvsnn is  Alexander,  who  made  oath 
to  the  facts  set  lorth  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  which  was  read  to  him,  was  true  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,    [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

NON-RESIDENT  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Columbia : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Andrew  John- 
ston, who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1876,  the  same  being  the  general  election-day  for  the  election  of  President, 
&c.,  he  saw  one  Leon  Gwin,  a  white  man  and  democrat,  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of 
Alachua  County,  with  whom  he  is  well  acquainted,  come  into  the  town  of  Lake  Citv, 
in  Columbia  County,  at  precinct  No.  1,  court-house,  and  willfully  and  fraudulently 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  in  direct  violation  of  the  law.  Affiant  further  says  that  one 
John  Shepherd,  a  republican  and  resident  and  citizen  of  said  county,  openly  objected 
to  said  Leon  Gwin  being  allowed  to  vote.  But  the  said  Gwin  did,  in  spite  of  the  op- 
position of  said  Shepherd,  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  knowing  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  casting  a  fraudulent  vote :  and  further  affiant  says  not. 

ANDREW  JOHNSTON. 

Attest : 

J.  E.  Fetch. 

Subscribed  and  sWorn  to  before  me  this  23th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  a.  a.  HOYTE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  Robert  Shepard,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  says  that  he  is 
thirty-nine  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county ;  that  ho  kuows 
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that  the  Btatemeuts  made  io  the  foregoing  afiQdavit  (which  has  heen  read  over  to  him) 
to  he  true,  having  witnessed  the  same  himself,  and  being  well  acquainted  with  said 
Gwiu :  aud  further  affiant  says  not. 

ROBERT  SHEPABD. 
Attest : 

J.  E.  'Fetch. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
[SEAL.]  A.  A.  HOYTE, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court,  Columbia  County,  Florida. 

DEMOCRATIC  REPLY  TO  OBJECTIONS. 

Ist. 


testimony  < 

W.  S.  Dudl  .„.„,, 

No.  5  ;  Robert  Brown,  No.  8 ;  Joseph  Doughty,  inspector,  No.  9 ;  Duncan  McLaan,  sn- 

pervisor,  No.  10,  showing  fairness  and  regularity  of  election;  no  intimidation,  force,  or 

coercion. 

2d.  Specification  second,  same  testimony  referred  to,  with  remarks  in  respondent's 
answer. 

3d.  Specification  third,  board  are  referred  to  the  affidavits  of  Henry  Smith,  H.  Amyn, 
Henry  McClenan,  and  others,  marked  No.  1,  voted  democratic  ticket  freely  and  volnn- 
tarily,  and  of  choice;  were  not  intimidated  on  account  of  threats  to  themselves  or  to 
any  one  else. 

4th.  Specification  fourth,  board  Referred  to  remarks  in  respondent's  answer. 

5th.  Specification  fifth,  board  referred  to  remarks  in  respondent's  answer. 

Court-house,  No.  1,  specification  sixth,  board  are  referred  to  the  affidavit  of  B.  C. 
Martin,  No.  2;  Shepperd  French,  No.  3 ;  W.  S.  Dudley  and  eighty-eight  others,  No.  4 ; 
W.  T.  Niblack  and  thirty-seven  others,  No.  5 ;  George  C.  Mattox,  supervisor.  No.  6 ; 
and  W.  M.  Ives,  jr.,  inspector.  No.  7  ;  and,  also,  to  the  affidavit  of  R.  W.  Broome,  with 
correspondence  thereto  attached,  No.  11. 

RESPONDENTS'  ANSWER. 

In  answer  to  the  specifications  presented  by  the  republican  objectors,  praying  tha^ 
the  votes  cast  at  the  probate  office,  precinct  No.  4,  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  be 
deducted  from  the  vote  of  said  county  as  returned  by  the  county  canvassers,  counsel 
for  democratic  electors  respectfully  submit : 

First.  That  the  facta  alleged  in  the  first  specification  are  untrue ;  which  they  will 
sustain  by  the  introducing,  as  a  witness  before  the  board,  Joseph  A.  Doughty,  the 
democratic  inspector,  who  is  charged  with  having  committed  the  fraud  alleg^  in  said 
specification,  and  Duncan  McLaine,  United  States  supervisor  on  democratic  side,  at 
said  precinct  No.  4.  The  board  is  also  referred  to  the  affidavits,  submitted  herewith, 
of  Henry  Smith  and  eleven  others,  colored  men ;  Shepperd  French,  W.  S.  Dudley,  and 
eighty-eight  others,  white  and  colored ;  W.  T.  Niblack  and  thirty-seven  others,  inclad- 
ing  United  States  supervisors.  United  States  deputy  marshals,  town  marshals,  dem- 
ocratic challengers,  and  citizens ;  the  affidavit  of  Robert  Brown,  democratic  challenger, 
Joseph  A.  Doughty,  democratic  inspector  of  election,  and  Duncan  McLaine,  democratic 
United  Stiites  supervisor  at  said  probate  office,  all  of  which  go  to  show  and  establish 
the  regularity,  fairness,  and  strict  compliance  with  law  which  characterized  the  con- 
duct of  the  election  and  said  precinct  No.  4. 

Respondents  call  the  att-ention  of  the  board  to  the  character  of  the  affidavits  which 
objectors  present  in  support  of  said  specification.  The  affidavits  of  Frank  Small, 
Peter  Taylor,  aud  Howard  Nelson  are  signed  with  a  -f-,  showing  the  ignorance  and 
illiteracy  of  the  parties  by  whom  they  were  made;  while  those  of  Andrew  JohnsoD, 
Benjamin  Jordon,  and  Sawney  Harris  have  not  even  the  cross-mark  of  the  affiants 
attached,  and  have  no  evidence  of  even  having  been  signed  at  all.  These  affiants, 
none  of  them  say  that  they  at  the  time  called  attention  to  or  took  any  notice  of  the 
gross  fraud  which  they  charge  to  have  been  so  flagrantly  and  openly  committed,  and 
the  specifications  and  proof  carry  their  own  denial  upon  their  face. 

Second.  To  the  second  specification,  respondents  say  that  if  it  be  true,  as  charged, 
that  twelve  persons  were  permitted  to  vote  at  said  precinct  No.  4,  upon  taking  the 
oath  that  their  names  were  improperly  stricken  from  the  registration-list,  and  that 
said  twelve  voters  had  never  been  registered  as  alleged,  it  does  not  appear  from  any  of 
the  proofs  submitted  by  the  objectors  that  the  ballots  cast  by  said  twelve  voters  were 
democratic  ballots ;  that,  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence,  there  bein^  a  doubt  as  to 
how  these  men  voted,  the  presumptions  are  against  the  parties  presentmg  the  proofe, 
and  the  board  must  hold  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket.  Respondents  claim, 
therefore,  that  if  these  twelve  votes  are  to  be  deducted  from  the  votes  cast  at  said  pre- 
cinct, which  is  as  far  as,  under  any  circumstances,  the  objectors  can  go,  they  shoold 
be  taken  from  the  votes  cast  for  the  republican,  and  not  the  democratic,  votes  at  said 
precinct. 
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Respondents  say  further,  in  answer  to  this  specification,  that  there  is  no  proof  suh- 
mitted  by  the  objectors  that  the  twelve  men  named  were  not  registered  voters. 

The  clerk  certifying  that  he  has  examined  the  original  list  now  on  file  in  his  office, 
and  does  **  not  find"  the  names,  &c.  He  does  not  certify  that  the  names  are  not  upon 
the  list.  Besides  which,  as  will  appear  by  the  evidence  of  witness  who  will  be  intro- 
duced before  the  board,  the  original  registration -list  for  Columbia  County,  up  to  18 — , 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  evidence  of  such  registration  now  on  file  in  said  clerk's 
office  is  a  list  established  from  copy  made  iust  prior  to  the  election  in  18—,  and  not  an 
original,  and  does  not  show  the  names  of  such  voters  as  were  stricken  from  the  list 
prior  to  that  time ;  nor  does  the  clerk  certify  that  he  examined  this  established  copy. 
Be«pondents  further  submit  that  the  oath  for  challenged  voters  having  been  taken  by 
these  twelve  electors,  the  presumptions  are  all  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  their  votes 
unless  the  converse  is  clearly  shown. 

Third.  In  answer  to  the  third  specification,  respondents  respectfully  submit  that  this 
board  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  matters  ana  things  therein  contained.  Should 
the  board  take  cognizance  thereof,  respondents  deny  the  truth  of  the  charges  as  therein 
set  forth  and  alleged,  and  refer  the  board  to  affidavits  which  have  been  submitted  to 
refute  the  first  specification,  and  more  particularly  to  the  affidavits  of  Henry  Smith, 
H.  Aragie,  Henry  McClue,  and  others,  colored  men,  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  of  whom  Moses  Griffin,  Claborn  Green,  Hugh  Guggy,  H.  Aingie,  Isaac  Chesalm, 
and  Solomon  Wright  are  among  those  who  are  alleged  to  have  been  intimidated  into 
voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  who  state  on  oath  that  they  voted  the  democratic 
ticket  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  without  any  intimidation  or  fear  or  apprehension  of 
danger,  and  that  they  were  not  induced  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  on  account  of 
any  threats  to  or  against  them  or  either  of  them,  or  any  threats  against  any  other 
colored  person  or  persons,  but  that  they  voted  said  democratic  ticket  of  their  own 
choice  and  preference,  believing  the  same  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

Respondents  will  also  submit  iu  refutation  of  the  charges  in  said  specifications  con- 
tained, if  the  time  limited  for  the  introduction  of  proof  suffice,  the  affidavits  of  Joel 
K.  Niblack,  Elias  Osteon,  Johnson  McKinney,  and  Zack  McKinney,  the  persons  who 
are  charged  with  having  forced  by  intimidation  said  colored  voters  to  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  denying  the  same. 

Respondents  further  state  that  a  telegram  and  messenger  have  been  dispatched  to 
obtain  the  affidavits  of  the  parties  last  above  named,  that  they  reside  more  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  this  place,  and  at  least  twenty -five  miles  from  any  rail- 
road or  telegraphic  communication,  but  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  have  their  affi- 
davits before  the  board  within  the  time  limited  for  the  introduction  of  proof. 

Respondents  further  show  that  many  of  the  affidavits  produced  by  the  objectors  in 
support  of  said  third  specification  are  made,  not  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  affiant, 
bnt  upon  the  information  of  others,  and  are  worthless  for  any  purpose. 

Fonrth.  In  answer  to  the  fourth  specification  respondents  say  that  the  charges 
therein  made,  if  true,  do  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  validity  of  the  election  at  said  pre- 
cinct No.  4 ;  that  respondents  are  not  informed  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  charges 
made  against  Dorling  Driver,  and  have  not  time  now  to  produce  information  regard- 
ing the  same. 

The  affidavit  of  Dennis  Alexander,  who  signs  his  mark,  does  not  say  whethe  Allen 
Barber,  who  it  is  alleged  admitted  that  he  voted  twice  at  said  election,  voted  for  the 
republican  or  democratic  electors,  and  the  presumption  is  that  he  voted  the  former.  Re- 
spondents suggest  that  an  admission  thus  loosely  proved  of  so  grave  an  offense  should 
be  received  with  great  caution. 

Respondents  have  sent  for  James  Francis,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  produce  him  in  per- 
son before  the  board  to  disprove  the  charges  that  he  voted  under  age.  That,  as  to  the 
vote  of  W.  D.  Bellany,  these  respondents  are  not  informed  and  have  not  the  time  to 
procure  proof. 

Fittb.  In  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  fifth  specification  contained,  respondents  say 
that  the  affidavits  of  John  Anderson  and  Benjamin  Jordan  contain  only  hearsay  and 
prove  nothing;  nor  is  the  affidavit  made  by  Benjamin  Jordan  alone  signed  by  him. 
That  if  Eddy  Watson  paid  James  Hampton  five  aollars  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket, 
as  alleged  by  Emanuel  Wright,  they  should  both  be  brought  before  the  criminal  court 
to  answer  for  the  offense ;  but  it  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  issue  now  before  this 
board. 

Sixth.  To  the  sixth  specification  respondents  say  that  the  allegations  there  contained 
if  true  do  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  validity  of  the  election  held  at  said  precinct  No.  1, 
nor  canvass  and  return  thereof. 

That  the  affidavits  of  Jesse  Harden,  in  which  it  is  charged  that  certain  persons  therein 
named  voted  at  said  precinct  No.  1  who  were  not  registered,  does  not  set  forth  whether 
the  said  persons  voted  the  republican  or  democratic  ticket,  and,  as  before  maintained, 
if  said  votes  are  deducted  at  all  from  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct,  they  should  be 
taken  from  the  republican  and  not  the  democratic  candidates.    The  board  will  also 
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notice  that  the  clerk's  certificate  does  not  state  that  these  persons  were  not  registered 
voters  in  said  county. 

Respondents  have  no  information  as  to  the  voting  of  Levi  Gwynn,  nor  of  Wiley  Barr^ 
though  it  is  not  alleged  that  Barr  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  That  Benjamin  Jor- 
dan's affidavit  that  one  George  Robinson,  a  minor,  voted,  is  not  signed  by  said  Jordan ; 
the  greater  part  of  the  contents  thereof  is  hearsay,  and  it  is  not  alleged  that  Robioaon 
voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  that  the  affidavit  uf  Alfred  D.  Holland  is  no  evidence 
that  Peter  Murphy  has  been  convicted  of  grand  larceny  as  therein  alleged.  Nor  is 
there  any  snch  offense  as  grand  larceny  known  to  the  criminal  code  of  this  State. 

That  the  affidavit  of  Jesse  Harden,  A.  D.  Holland,  and  Amos  Terry,  in  which  they 
allege  that  A.  B.  Hagen  induced  them,  with  fraudulent  design,  to  use  blank  returns 
with  the  initials  only  of  the  Christian  names  of  the  republican  candidates  for  electors, 
is  wholly  without  foundation  and  false.  That  no  effort  has  been  made  by  the  democrats 
to  avail  themselves  of  any  such  alleged  defects,  nor  was  there  any  such  design,  and  the 
blanks  were  handed  said  inspectors  by  said  Hagen  because  they  were  far  more  reliable 
and  complete  than  the  official  blanks  furnished  to  the  inspectors,  which  will  be  estab- 
lished by  the  evidence  of  A.  B.  Hagen  and  others  if  the  board  should  consider  it  neces- 
sary. That  the  same  answer  is  made  to  the  affidavit  as  to  that  of  Emanuel  Wright, 
regarding  Eddy  Watson  having  paid  James  Hampton  five  dollars  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.  That  Alfred  D.  Holland  in  his  affidavit,  in  which  he  states  that  Green  E.  Mc- 
Elroy  and  others  voted  at  said  precinct  after  swearing  their  votes  in,  fails  to  say 
whether  they  voted  the  democratic  or  republican  ticket. 

Respondents  further  refer  the  board  to  the  affidavits  of  R.  C.  Martin,  democratic 
challenger  at  the  court-house  or  No.  1  precinct,  to  that  of  Shepperd  French,  a  citizen 
of  Lake  City,  and  to  the  affidavits  of  W.  S.  Dudley  and  eighty-eight  others,  W.  T. 
Niblack  and  thirty-seven  others,  George  C.  Mattox,  United  States  supervisor,  and  W. 
M.  Ives,  jr.,  inspector,  which  are  submitted  herewith. 

Respondents  also  submit  a  correspondence  between  R.  W.  Broome  and  one  George  G. 
Keen,  who  was  the  republican  candidate  for  the  legislature  from  said  county,  sworn  to 
by  said  Broome,  in  which  said  Keen  concedes  that  there  was  a  fair  and"^  peaceable 
election  in  said  county. 

Respondents  further  claim  generally  that  there  is  nothing  in  any  of  said  specifica- 
tions or  affidavits  contained  which,  if  true,  would  vitiate  the  election  at  said  pre- 
cincts No.  1  and  No.  4,  or  either  of  them,  but  that  the  same  should  be  sustaiued,  and 
the  votes  cast  thereat  counted  by  the  board. 

GEO.  P.  RANEY, 

For  democrats. 

FURTHER  AFFIDAVITS. 

Respondents  for  democratic  electors,  in  reply  to  objection  on  the  part  of  republican 
electors,  ask  to  file  the  following  affidavits: 

At  probate  office,  precinct  No.  4. 

Joseph  A.  Daiigherty,  inspector; 
Duncan  McLaurin,  supervisor; 
George  M.  Whetstone,  citizen  ; 
George  M.  Whetstone  and  five  others. 

THE  CHANGED  ELECTION  BLANKS. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County: 

Before  me  personally  came  Joseph  A.  Daugherty,  who  being  duly  sworn,  says :  I  acted 
as  an  inspector  of  election  at  the  probate  office,  precinct  No.  4,  in  Lake  City,  Colnmbia 
County,  Florida,  at  the  general  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in- 
stant. I  was  a  regularly-appointed  inspector.  It  was  a  fair  election.  The  polls  were 
opened  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  sundown  on  that  day.  The  poll-list^  oaths  of 
inspectors,  and  a  duplicate  of  result  and  tally-sheet  were  put  into  an  envelope,  sealed 
up,  and  sent  to  A.  A.  Hoyt,  clerk  of  circuit  court,  by  Cato  Carter,  one  of  the  inspectors 
of  election  at  that  precinct.  George  Cole,  Cato  Carter,  aud  I  were  inspectors,  and  Cal- 
houn Jones  was  clerk  at  that  precinct.  George  Cole  and  I  delivered  the  ballot-box, 
sealed  up,  with  the  ballots  and  registration-book  used  at  that  poll  in  it,  to  A.  A.  Hoyte, 
clerk  of  circuit  court,  at  the  clerk's  office,  in  Lake  City,  on  Wednesday  morning,  No- 
vember 8,  instant,  and  A.  A.  Hoyte  swore  George  Cole  and  I  as  to  the  box  at  the  time» 
The  inspectors  and  clerk  were  sworn  before  the  polls  were  opened,  by  \.  B.  Hagan,  a 
notary  public.  We  acted  under  the  laws  of  Florida,  which  we  referred  to  repeatedly, 
and  which  we  carried  out  in  every  particular.  I  do  not  know  of  a  minor  or  convict 
who  voted  there.  There  was  no  fraud,  violence,  or  intimidation  used,  and  I  saw  no 
one  coerced  into  voting  j  all  voted  with  full  liberty.  The  ballot-boxes  were  not  shut 
up  and  excluded  from  view  during  the  election.  The  board  of  inspectors  did  not  ad- 
journ during  the  count ;  the  count  ceased  only  to  permit  two  inspectors  to  obey  nature, 
not  exceeding  two  minutes.    It  was  a  peaceable,  quiet,  and  lair  election.    All  who 
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were  challenged  were  sworn  and  a  note  thereof  made ;  the  oath  was,  in  each  case,  read 
from  the  laws  of  Florida,  and  no  one  challenged  was  permitted  to  vote  withont  taking 
the  oath  applicable  by  law  to  each  case.  I  ^now  of  no  illegality  in  the  conduct  of 
the  election,  and  all  and  each  of  the  inspectors,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  count,  agreed 
that  it  was  legal,  fair,  and  that  we  were  satisfied.  None  were  permitted  to  vote  whose 
names  were  not  upon  the  registration-list,  withont  taking  the  registration  oath  and 
further  swearing  that  their  names  were  improperly  stricken  from  the  list  of  registered 
voters  of  Columbia  County. 

J.  A.  DAUGHERTY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  15,  1876. 

W.  M.  IVES, 
Notary  Public,  Columbia  County. 

IN  REGARD  TO  INTIMIDATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  George  M.  Whetstone,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  I 
have  heard  an  affidavit  read,  dated  November  16, 1876,  sworn  before  A.  R.  Meek,  United 
States  commissioner,  by  William  McNish,  Stephen  Thomas,  Joseph  King,  Thomas  Boyd, 
and  Joseph  Simons,  charging  Joel  Niblack,  Elias  Osteon,  Johuson  McKiuny,  and  Zack 
McKinny,  on  the  17th  October,  1876,  with  compelling  them  to  pledge  to  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket.  I  know  William  McNish,  Thomas  Boyd,  Stephen  Thomas,  Joseph  King, 
and  Joseph  Simons ;  they  are  colored  men,  living  in  Columbia  County,  Florida.  Wil- 
liam McNish,  Stephen  Thomas,  and  Thomas  Boyd  did,  over  one  month  preceding  the 
election  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  tell  me  voluntarily  that  they  intended  to  vote 
the  conservative  ticket.  McNish  and  Boyd  told  me  so  often.  They  joined  a  conserva- 
tive club  before  the  election.  I  am  positive  it  was  long  before  the  17th  day  of  October 
last  that  they  told  me  so,  both  at  my  store  and  at  their  own  plaoes.  Joseph  King  is 
not  twenty-one  years  of  age,  by  common  report,  on  the  day  of  election,  November  7, 
1876.  Several  colored  men  came  voluntarily  to  me  in  Lake  City  and  asked  me  to  give 
them  democratic  tickets.  I  gave  them  the  tickets,  but  don't  know  how  they  voted. 
I  saw  Thomas  Boyd,  William  McNish,  and  Stephen  Thomas  vote.  They  vot-ed  volun- 
tarily, in  the  line,  as  other  voters  did. 

About  the  1st  of  October  I  received  a  letter  from  Stephen  Sherman,  a  cblored  man 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  regard  to  his  affiliating  with  the  democratic  party.  I 
saw  him  afterwards,  and  he  acknowledged  that  he  wrote  the  letter,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently talked  politics  with  me  since,  telling  me  that  he  would  swear  at  any  time  that 
he  joined  the  democratic  party  of  his  own  tree  will,  withont  command  or  solicitation. 
He  gave  me  his  name  for  the  club  before  the  17th  of  October.  Hugh  Gregg  made  a 
speech  in  my  presence  in  the  club,  saying  that  he  joined  on  account  of  roguery ;  that 
he  wanted  to  put  down  stealing ;  that  he  would  be  better  off  if  thieves  were  put  down. 
Harvey  Anrgiah  is  a  preacher.  I  have  heard  him  in  a  speech  declare  that  no  man  per- 
Boaded  him  to  join  the  democrats.  Isaac  Chisholm  told  me,  on  or  about  the  1st  of 
October,  that  he  would  vote  with  the  democrats  to  put  down  thieves,  and  that  no  one 
persuaded  him— that  it  was  his  wish.    I  am  a  registered  voter  of  Columbia  County. 

About  the  middle  of  September  William  McNish  told  me^  at  his  uncle's  place,  that 
he  would  vote  the  conservative  ticket,  but  was  afraid  to  join  a  club,  as  too  many  col- 
ored men  were  being  knocked  on  the  head  for  it,  and  that  Bill  Hawkins  at  Newnans- 
viUe  had  been  killed  for  proclaiming  himself  a  democrat,  and  Joe  McKay  and  Dick 
Jordan  had  been  whipped  for  voting  that  ticket. 

GEORGE  M.  WHETSTONE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

DENIAL  OF  FRAUD  OR  INTIMIDATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Geo.  M.  Whetstone,  Geo.  C.  Mattox,  Silas  L.  Niblac, 
Duncan  McLanrin,  James  A.  Daugherty,  W.  M.  Ives,  jr.,  and  Sheppard  French,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  say,  ei^h  for  himself,  that  I  have  heard  the  affidavit  of  Charles 
Thompson,  filed  by  the  republican  candidates  for  presidential  electors  with  the  board 
of  State  canvassers,  carefully  read,  and  that  the  contents  thereof,  so  far  as  said  Thomp- 
son alleges  intimidation,  fraud,  or  violence  or  the  threat  there  of,  toward  colored  repub- 
lican voters  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  prior  to  or  at  the  late  election,  is  untrue  and 
£b^  in  every  particular,  so  far  as  it  is  within  our  knowledge,  and  we  believe  it  false ;  and 
that  we  are  well  acquainted  with  the  people  of  said  county,  and  that  public  political 
meetings  ddring  the  canvass  preceding  the  election  were  frequent,  and  we  verily  be- 
lieve that  no  republican,  either  white  or  black,  in  said  county,  was  compelled  to  vote 
the  democratic  ticket  against  his  will  or  consent ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  very  many 
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colored  men  who  desired  to  vote  tbe  democratic  ticket,  we  believe,  were  deterred  from 
doing  so  by  threats  and  actual  violence  by  repablicaus. 

That  the  utmost  freedom  of  speech  daring  said  canvass  and  election  prevailed ;  that 
Dot  only  were  republican  speakers  not  intimidated,  or  not  permitted  to  speak,  bat  in 
several  instances  they  were  invited  to  take  part  with  democrats  in  discussing  the 
issues. 
The  election  was  marked  for  its  utmost  fairness,  quietness,  and  good  order. 
There  was  a  large  number  of  United  States  and  State  officials  present  at  the  elec- 
tion, and  had  there  been  intimidation  it  could  easily  have  been  prevented  by  them,  as 
these  officials  were  nearly  equally  divided  as  to  the  political  parties,  and,  as  far  as  we 
know,  were  anxious  to  discharge  their  duties. 

That  the  desire  of  all  persons  on  election-day  appeared  to  be  for  a  fair  andqniet 
election. 

GEO.  M.  WHETSTONE. 

GEO.  C.  MATTOX. 

S.  L.  NIBLACK. 

D.  McLAURD^. 

J.  A.  DAUGHERTY. 

W.  M.  IVES,  Jr. 

S.  FRENCH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

ALL  FAIR  AND   PEACEABLE. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Personally  came  before  me  Duncan  McLaurin,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says:  I  was  a  United  States  supervisor  at  the  probate-office  precinct  in  Lake 
City,  Columbia  County,  Florida,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876, 
instant ;  that  Joseph  A.  Daugherty,  Cato  Carter,  and  George  Call  were  inspectors  oi 
election,  and  Calhoun  Jones  clerk.  I  paid  the  strictest  attention,  and  saw  no  violation 
of  law,  either  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  or  in  the  count,  or  in  the  behavior  of  the 
people.  It  was  a  fair,  peaceable  election,  and  the  inspectors  were  sworn  in  my  pres- 
ence by  A.  B.  Hagin,  a  notary  public, 

Had  I  seen  any  illegality  I  should  have  ordered  the  party  committing  it  arrested.  I 
never  saw  more  particularity  in  obeying  the  law.  A  copy  of  the  laws  of  Florida  was 
kept  on  the  table  and  continually  referred  to  by  the  inspectors.  I  saw  the  count,  and 
saw  the  box  sealed  up  by  the  inspectors.  I  had  a  printed  instructions  and  I  complied 
strictly  with  them,  and  during  the  count  there  was  no  adjournment. 

The  ballot-box  was  never  taken  from  public  view.  A  recess  was  taken  for  about  fif- 
teen minutes,  but  inspectors  were  present  with  the  box  all  the  time,  (at  about  two 
o'clock.) 

There  was  no  intimidation,  violence,  fraud,  or  coercion. 

D.  McLAURlN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  15th,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  M.  IVES,  Jr., 
Notary  Public,  C.C. 

DIDN'T  SEE  TICKETS  CHANGED. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Duncan  McLaurin,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
he  was  United  States  supervisor ;  that  as  such  he  attended  at  the  precinct  number 
four,  in  Columbia  County,  Florida,  held  at  the  probate  office ;  that  he  was  present  at 
the  opening  of  the  polls  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A  D. 
1876 ;  that  he  was  present  from  the  time  of  the  opening  to  the  closing  of  said  |x>lls ; 
that  he  was  close  to  the  ballot-box  daring  the  whole  of  that  time ;  that  his  position 
with  regard  to  said  ballot-box  was  such  that  Joseph  A.  Daughty  could  not  have  sub- 
stituted a  democratic  for  a  republican  ticket,  as  charged  in  the  affidavits  of  Frank 
Small,  Peter  Taylor,  Howard  Nelson,  and  Andrew  Johnson,  which  deponent  has  read, 
without  his  knowledge ;  and  this  defiant  further  says,  that  from  his  position  and  op- 
portunity of  observation,  that  said  Joseph  A.  Daughtry  did  not  substitute  one  ticket 
for  another,  either  slyly,  dexterously,  or  in  any  other  manner,  as  charged  in  the  above- 
mentioned  affidavits.  Affidavit  further  says  that  all  the  tickets  (with  the  exception  of 
about  two,  which  were  democratic)  were  folded  in  such  a  manner  that  were  dem- 
ocratic, were  folded  in  such  manner  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  know  whether 
said  tickets  were  cast  for  the  democratic  or  republican  party. 

D.  McLAURIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
For  the  State. 

G.  D.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
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AFFIDAVIT  OF  GEORGE  C.  MATTOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Colainbia  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  George  C.  Mattox,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  :  1  was  present  as  UnitSi  States  supervisor  at  the  court-house  precinct  in 
Lake  City,  Columbia  County,  Florida,  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  from  before  the  polls  were  opened  until  the  whole  election  was 
completed,  which  was  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  8th  instaut.  Wash.  M.  Ives,  jr.,  was 
chairman  of  the  inspector**,  and  Jesse  Harden  and  Alfred  Holland  were  the  other  two 
inspectors.  F.  S.  Waltz  was  chosen  clerk.  The  inspectors  were  sworn  by  S.  P.  Sher- 
man, justice  of  the  peace;  the  clerk  was  sworn  by  W.  M.  Ives,  jr.,  a  notary  public. 
These  were  the  regular  appointed  inspectors  of  election.  The  polls  were  opened  pre- 
cisely at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  precisely  sundown.  There  were  no  illegal  votes 
received  or  counted.  All  who  were  challenged  were  properly  sworn  or  withdrew  with- 
out voting.  There  was  no  intimidation,  force,  fraud,  or  coercion  used.  All  voted  as 
they  pleased,  and  good  humor  prevailed.  The  clerk's  list  and  ballots  do  correspond, 
except  that  in  the  four  hundred  and  eighty  to  four  hundred  and  ninety,  I  think  you 
will  see  the  clerk  made  an  error  of  ten  in  numbers,  which  he  corrected,  so  that  the 
votes  were  five  hundred  and  thirteen,  while  the  clerk's  sheet  says  five  hundred  and 
twenty-three;  an  examination  will  show  where  the  error  was;  and  all  the  inspectors 
consented  to  let  the  figures  remain.  As  we  all,  who  were  present,  understood  it  and 
can  explain  it.  the  list  was  left  unchanged ;  as  following  the  column  of  numbers 
shows  where  the  clerical  error  was  made  and  how  made.  No  person  was  allowed  to 
vote  whose  name  was  not  found  upon  the  registration-list,  without  taking  the  proper 
oath  in  each  case.  A  copy  of  the  laws  of  Florida  was  kept  on  the  table,  and  used 
whenever  a  question  was  raised.  And  the  words  of  the  law  were  strictly  carried  out, 
and  each  oath  was  read  from  the  book.  No  one  who  was  not  a  registered  voter  of  the 
county  was  permitted  to  vote. 

There  were  qnite  a  number  of  old  citizens  of  the  county,  with  whom  I  am  personally 
acquainted,  whose  names  were  not  upon  the  book,  but  each  took  the  registration-oath, 
and  swore  that  their  names  were  improperly  stricken  from  the  reffistration-list  of  Colum- 
bia County  before  they  were  permitted  to  vote.  Both  parties  (political)  had  challen^^ers 
present,  and  every  challenge  was  regarded  by  the  inspectors.  I  never  saw  a  fairer 
election.  Every  republican  who  was  present  who  expressed  an  opinion,  and  Amos 
Jerry,  jr.,  (colored,)  a  United  States  supervisor,  and  Alfred  Holland  aud  Jesse  Haidon, 
each  republicans,  the  colored  inspectors,  did,  at  the  conclusion  of  making  up  the 
retnms,  declare  in  my  presence  that  it  was  a  perfectly  fair  election,  and  that  all  did 
their  dnty.  There  was  one  ballot  in  excess  of  the  clerk's  list,  and  a  ballot  was  found 
where  two  conservative  ballots  were  voted  by  one  man,  but  the  folding  thereof  showed 
that  no  fraud  was  intended  by  the  voter.  This  ballot  was  destroyed  according  to  law. 
I  never  saw  officers  attempt  to  comply  more  strictly  with  the  law.  I  saw  the  ballot- 
box  sealed  up.  It  contained  the  ballots  and  registration-book  used.  I  went  with  W. 
M.  Ives,  jr.,  and  Alfred  Holland,  inspectors,  and  saw  Alfred  Holland  deliver  the  box  to 
A.  A.  Hoy  te,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  about  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Wednesday,  November 
8.  Holland  did  not  put  the  box  out  of  his  hand  till  he  delivered  it.  W.  M.  Ives,  jr., 
delivered  to  said  A.  A  Hoyte  at  the  same  time  a  sealed  envelope,  and  informed  him  of 
its  contents.  I  saw  Ives  seal  up  the  envelope  containing  the  oaths  of  inspectors  and 
clerks,  the  clerk's  list  and  tally-sheet,  and  a  duplicate  return  of  the  result ;  and  I  after- 
ward saw  A.  A.  Hoyte  deliver  the  same  envelope  to  P.  A.  Holt,  county  judge,  at  the 
canvass  that  day.  I  saw  W.  M.  Ives,  jr.,  deliver  a  duplicate  return  to  P.  A.  Holt,  county 
judge  ;  it  was  sealed  up  in  an  envelope.  I  saw  it  done.  It  was  the  most  quiet  election 
I  ever  saw  ;  it  was  a  legal  election,  and  if  I  had  seen  any  illegality  or  fraud  I  should 
have  ordered  the  party  arrested.  There  wei-e  no  illegal  voters  allowed ;  if  they  did 
they  swore  to  lies  to  do  it.  No  convict  or  minor  voted  there.  I  saw  each  man  who 
voted,  and  am  personally  acquainted  with  almost  every  one.  There  was  no  threats, 
fraud,  violence,  intimidation,  or  coercion  used.  The  ballot-box  was  never  excluded 
from  public  view.  There  was  no  recess  at  noon  ;  there  was  a  rest  taken  about  two 
o'clock,  but  inspectors  remained  with  the  box  all  the  time ;  I  do  not  consider  it  an 
adjournment.  There  was  no  adjournment  or  recess  during  the  counting  the  votes, 
nor  did  I  see  an  attempt  at  fraud  or  a  chance  to  perpetrate  it. 

G.  C.  MATTOX. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  16,  1876. 

W.  M.  IVES,  Jr., 
Notary  Public,  C.  C. 
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A  PEACEABLE  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  H.  S.  Harris,  R.  B.  Roberts,  L.  F.  Walker,  J.  F.  Baya, 
R.  H.  Parish,  J.  L.  Parish,  W.  H.  Cone,  deputy  United  States  marshal,  J.  Potsdamer, 
deputy  United  States  marshal,  W.  M.  Duke,  Jonathan  Robertson,  W.  R.  Moore,  United 
States  supervisor  at  No.  2,  Jno.  V.  Brown,  B.  F.  Brannen,  James  P.  Farrell,  W.  N.  Bnck- 
hannan,  Geo.  M.  Cline,  L.  A.  Keegam,  Justice  of  peace  and  notary  public,  D.  McLanrin, 
supervisor  No.  4  precinct,  E.  M.  Parish,  W.  H.  White,  J.  J.  Grooms,  H.  I.  Henry,  deputy 
United  States  marshal,  J.  B.  Burkett,  H.  I.  Kirly,  Wm.  Donlvertty,  Wm.  Limmons, 
S.  M.  Roberts,  R.  R.  Strange,  B.  W.  Grant,  W.  W.  Williamson,  W.  S.  Dudley,  G.  M.  Whet- 
stone, P.W.Goodwin,  Joseph  P.Terry,  J. A. Betha,  (colored,)  E.  P.  Hawkings,  S.  P. 
Brime,  deputy  sheriflf,  Joseph  Harrington,  J.  H.  P.  Hunter,  W.  H.Caldwell,  J.  G.  Cald- 
well, T.  A.  Huchinson,  P.  B.  Moore,  W.  A.  Hunt,  Benjamin  Bell,  D.  J.  Rivers,  James  E. 
Young,  H.  D.  Dougherty,  W.  R.  Chatham,  Gile  Tompkins,  P.  House,  D.  L.  Geer,  J.  D. 
Means,  W.  H.  C.  Collins,  W.  M.  Hunder,  W.  A.  Sheffield,  Jno.  W.  Jones,  Parker  R. 
Adams,  Jacobb  Hitt,  Thomas  L.  Cox,  Henry  H.  Allen,  Francis  N.  Vamgant,  E.  F.  Brown, 
Alexander  Hunt,  sr.,  James  F.  Farwell,  C.  H.  Finley,  W.  C.  Lee,  Rev.  P.  Cason,  H. 
Qninn,  Robert  Tayler,  O.  M.  Tayler,  T.  B.  Bethem,  H.  M.  Simmons,  George  Vamgant, 
Jno.  M.  Brown,  Joe  McRay,  John  Williams,  S.  E.  Philips,  K.  D.  Edge,  James  M.  Keen, 
Rev.  Christopher  Keene,  W.  R.  Keen,  D.  J.  Crowley,  William  Martin,  R.  W.  Keen, 
white  voters  of  said  State  and  county,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  are 
and  were  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  diuy  registered  aud  qualified  voters  of 
Columbia  County,  and  that  they  were  present  at  the  general  election  held  in  said 
county,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  Lake  City  ;  that  there  were  four  pre- 
cincts or  voting-places  in  said  city,  and  that  they  were  during  the  day  of  election  fre- 
quently at  the  different  voting-places  in  the  city,  and  that  they  neither  saw  or  heard 
of  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  democrat-s  with  the  colored  people  of  Linden,  or 

Srevent  them  by  intimidation  or  otherwise  from  voting  the  republican  ticket ;  and  th^e 
eponents  furtuer  say  that  they  are  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances  attending  said 
election,  and  that  no  illegal  means  used  whatever  to  cause  a  single  voter  to  vote 
against  his  wishes. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

STEPHEN  P.  SHUMAN,    [skal.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

W.  S.  Dudly,G.  W.  Whetstone,  Jas.  P.  Terry,  J.  H.  Bethea,  Amos  Gerry,  x,  (colored.)  E. 
P.  Harkins,  8.  P.  Brine,  Joseph  Harrington,  T.  H.  P.  Hunt,  E.  W.  Caldwell,  T.  P. 
Caldwell,  x,  T.  A.  Uchingson,  P.  G.  Moore,  W.  N.  Hunt,  Benjamin  Bell,  D.  P.  Rivers, 
Jos.  G.  Young,  A.  Dougherty  ,W.  R.  Chalker,  Giles  Thompkins,  P.  House,  D.  L.  Geer,  H. 
D.  Means,  W.  H.C.  Collins,  W.  H.  Hunter,  W.  A.  Sheffield,  John  W.  Jones,  Parker  R. 
Adams,  R.  8.  Harris,  R.  B.  Roberts,  L.  F.  Walker,  J.  F.  Baya,  R.  H.  Parish,  J.  L.  Parret, 
W.  H.  Cone,  deputy  United  States  marshal ;  J.  Pottsdamer,  United  States  marshal ; 
W.  M.  Durke,  Johnathan  Robersen,  W.  R.  Wilcox,  United  States  supervisor  at  precinct 
No.  2 ;  John  V.  Brown,  B.  S.  Braimon,  James  T.  Farrell,  W.  W.  Buckingham^  Geo.  W. 
Cline,  precinct  challenger,  custom-house ;  D.  M.  Lanier,  supervisor ;  Josepn  Smith,  R.  H. 
Church,  A.  Daughterey,  at  Drefen  precinct ;  J.  C.  Memnan,  £.  P.  Parish,  W.  H.  White,  J. 
J.  Guvans,  A.  J.  Henry,  deputy  United  States  marshal ;  J.  B.  Burkett,  N.  J.  Kirby,  Will- 
iam Douberry,  William  Summers,  S.  M.  Robins,  Jacob  Witt,  Thomas  L.  Cox,  Henry 
Allen,  Henry  M.  Vinsant,  E.F.Brown,  Alexander  Hunt,  sr.,  James  F.  Payne,  C.A. 
Finley ,W.  C.  Leve,(Rev. ;)  P.  Cason,  H.  Quinn,  Robt.  Tayler,  E.  M.  Tayler.  T.  P.  Bethee, 
H.  M.  Summers,  Gy  Renzart,  John  M.  Branner,  Joe  Maokay,  John  Williams,  S.  E. 
Phillips,  K.  D.  Edge,  Carsen  H.  Keen,  (Rev. ;)  Qhristopher  Keen,  D.  J.  Crowly,  Wm. 
Martin,  R.  M.  Keen,  A.  G.  Bigelow. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  STEPHEN  P.  SHUMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  COLORED  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Henry  Smith,  H.  Arnzie,  Henry  McLure,  Isaac  Chis- 
holm,  Solomon  Wright,Clabom  Green,  Joseph  Jenkins,  Charles  Bush,  Charles  Aain,  Mack 
Wells,  Moses  Griffin,  Hugh  Gregg,  colored,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  reside 
in  the  southern  portion  of  Columoia  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  at  a  distance  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  from  Lake  City,  and  that  they  are  and  were  qualified  voters 
of  said  county  and  State  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876,  and  that  as  such  qualified  voters  they  did  vote  in  said  county  at  said  election ;  aud 
that  in  the  exercise  of  said  right  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  they  done 
so  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  without  intimidation  or  fear  or  apprehension  of  danger; 
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that  they  were  not  iudQced  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  on  account  of  any  threats 
made  to  or  against  them,  or  either  of  them,  or  any  threats  against  any  other  colored 
person  or  persons ;  bnt  that  they  voted  said  democratic  ticket  of  their  own  choice  and 
preference,  believing  it  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  county. 

JOHN  SMITH.  his 

his  JOSEPH  +  JENKINS. 
PEPLER  +  NAFHY.  m»rk. 

mark.  his 

H.  ARZIE.  CHARLES  +  BUSH, 
his  ™«k. 

^^^^^+^^<'^^^^-  CHARLES^/AIN. 

lSAACj!^CHISHOLM.  MACK  +  W^LLS. 

his  »«?. 

SOLOMON^H-  WRIGHT.  ^^^^^  ^|»  ^^^^^^^ 

his  mark. 

CLABORNE^+^GREEN.  jjUGH  +  GREGG. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  the  25th  day,  A.  D.  1876. 

LEVI  HALTIW ANGER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

PERFECTLY  FAIR. 

Robert  C.  Martin,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  says:  I  was  present  as  a  conservative 
challenger  at  the  Court-House  precinct,  in  Lake  City,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876. 
W.M.Ives,  jr.,  Jesse  Hardon,  and  Alfred  Holland  were  inspectors;  F.S.  Waltz  was 
clerk ;  George  C.  Mattox  and  Amos  Jerry,  jr.,  were  supervisors.  I  was  present  almost 
the  whole  time.  There  was  no  violence,  fraud,  intimidation,  or  coercion.  It  was  a 
perfectly  fair,  legal,  peaceable  election,  and  the  people  and  officers  aU  seemed  deter- 
mined to  do  ^eir  duty. 

There  was  no  recess  during  the  count ;  there  was  no  chance  for  fraud ;  all  of  the 
republican  inspectors,  and  Amos  Jerry,  jr.,  a  supervisor,  did,  at  the  conclusion  of  mak- 
ing up  the  returns,  declare  in  my  presence  that  it  was  fair,  that  they  were  satisfied, 
and  had  done  their  duty.  No  one  was  permitted  to  vote  whose  vote  was  challenged, 
without  first  taking  the  proper  oath.  I  saw  no  one  under  age  vote;  nor  did  a  convict 
oflfer  to  vote.  Nearly  every  young  man  had  to  pr6ve  his  age,  as  the  challengers  were 
very  prompt,  and  the  inspectors  performed  their  duties  so  promptly  and  correctly  that 
there  was  no  wrangling  or  dissatisfaction  produced  by  a  single  decision.  No  one  who 
was  not  a  voter  in  the  county  was  permitted  to  vote.  I  am  personally  acquainted 
with  over  half  who  voted  there. 

I  helped  seal  np  the  ballot-box.  Alfred  Holland  sealed  it.  I  saw  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  any  one  to  commit  fraud,  and  the  inspectors  used  the  laws  of  Florida  for 
their  guide. 

The  clerk's  list  shows  an  error  of  ten  votes,  but  it  explains  itself,  and  any  fair  man 
can  see  it  at  a  glance.  The  inspectors  consented  to  let  its  figures  remain  unchanged 
because  it  was  so  plain. 

R.  C.  MARTIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Lake  City,  Fla.,  November  16,  1876. 

W.  M.  IVES,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  C.  C. 

NO   INTIMIDATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  appeared  the  under- 
signed, who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  were  present  in  Lake  City  in  capacity  as 
audersigned,  at  the  election  held  ou  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  were  present 
during  the  day  at  the  precincts  stated  below,  and  that  every  elector  who  voted  at  the 
several  precincts  did  so  with  the  fullest  freedom  and  liberty ;  that  no  violence,  threats, 
or  intimidation  iu  any  respect  whatever  was  used  to  prevent  a  full  and  free  exercise 
of  the  right  of  franchise.  That  there  were  no  armed  persons  present  at  any  of  the 
precincts,  or  within  the  town  of  Lake  City,  that  we  saw  or  heard  of.  That  said  elec- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  quiet  and  peaceable  elections  we  ever  witnessed,  and  that 
every  act  of  the  inspectors  and  other  officers,  and  of  the  people,  was,  as  far  as  we  had 
opportunity  to  see,  in  strict  accordance  with  law;  that  we  were  in  a  position  to  have 
seen  any  violation  of  law,  or  other  illei^ality,  had  any  such  occurred.  And  depo- 
nents further  says  that  both  political  parties  manifested  a  desire  and  disposition  (and 
uo  other)  to  have  a  fair  and  honest  election. 
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W.  T.  Niblack ;  J.  C.  Marter,  deputy  United  States  marHhal ;  D.  McLaarin,  super- 
visor No.  4,  probate  office :  M.  M. T.  Huchingson  ;  Wm.  M.  Duke;  J.  Potsdamer,  deputy 
United ,  States  marshal;  W.S.Dudley,  deputy  United  States  marshal;  A.J. Henry» 
depnty'United  States  marshal;  J.  D.  Taylor,  challenger  at  box  No.  3.  T.  M.  Mickler, 
city  marshal,  Lake  City ;  W.  M.  D.  Richard,  deputy  city  marshal ;  John  F.  Niblack, 
challenger;  P. House,  Uuited  States  deputy  marshal;  Wash. M. Ives,  jr.,  chairman  of 
inspectors  at  court-house  precinct,  Lake  City,  Florida ;  W.F. Luther;  J.F.  Baya,A. 
A.  Pons ;  J.  J.  Young  ;  H.  Bates ;  A.  Davidson  ;  J.  E.  Henry ;  John  McLaurin,  United 
States  deputy  marshal ;  E.  E.  Cleaveland  j  W.  R.  Chalker,  United  States  deputy  mar- 
shal ;  W.  J.  Sheppard ;  W.  G.  Bigelow,  United  States  deputy  marshal ;  J.  S.  Wood,  dep- 
uty, United  States;  Alexander  Young;  W.  A. Cline,  deputy  United  States  marshal; 
Geo.  M.  Cline,  challenger  court-house  precinct  No.  1 ;  William  Martin,  his  x  mark. 
United  States  mail-carrier ;  S.  L.  Niblack,  G.  H.  Hunter,  F.  McLeod,  W.  M.  Ives. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  foregoing  persons  before  me  this  13th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  at  Lake  City,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  as  v^itnees  my 
hand  and  official  seal. 

[SEAL.]  A.  B.  HAGAN, 

Notary  Public. 

NO  VIOLENCE. 

state  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  an  acting  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  Shep- 

Sard  French,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  in  Lake  City  on  the  7th  day  of 
bvember,  A.  D.  1876,  and  visited  precincts  Nos.  1  and  4,  at  the  court-house  and  pro- 
bate office,  repeatedly  through  the  day,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  judging,  the 
election  at  both  precincts  was  conducted  in  a  regular  and  legal  manner ;  that  he  be- 
lieves no  illegal  votes  were  received  when  he  was  present,  and  he  was  at  one  precinct 
or  the  otlier  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

That  neither  violence  nor  intimidation  were  employed  by  either  party  in  his  pres- 
ence, and  from  his  position  he  does  not  believe  it  could  have  been  employed  without 
his  knowledge.  Deponent  further  states  that  he  saw  no  one  coerced  into  voting  for 
either  party.  Deponent  further  says  he  was  at  the  probate  office  at  the  time  the  polls 
were  closed,  according  to  law,  by  proclamation  ;  that  the  ballots  were  counted  in  his 
presence,  and  corresponded  with  the  poll-list  in  number. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  remamed  all  night  at  the  precinct  at  the  probate  office^ 
with  the  exception  of  about  one  hour,  when  he  went  to  supper ;  that  there  was  no  ad- 
journment whilst  he  was  present,  nor  was  there  any  cessation  of  counting  the  votes, 
save  a  few  minutes,  on  two  occasions,  ^hen  some  of  the  inspectors  were  obliged  from 
natural  calls  to  retire.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  election,  as  far  as  he  was  able 
to  see,  was  conducted  fairly  and  legally,  and  the  returns  expressed  the  voice  of  the 
public  as  fully  as  it  could  be  obtaiued  at  any  election. 

S.  FRENCH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  I6th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  a.  B.    HAGEN, 

Notary  Public. 

COMPLIED  WITH  THE  LAW. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Wash.  M.  Ives,  jr.,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  says :  I  was  one  of  the  regularly-ap- 
pointed inspectors,  and  acted  at  court-house  precinct  No.  4,  at  Lake  City,  on  the  7th 
instant.  Alfred  Holland  and  Jesee  Hardon  were  also  inspectors.  We  were  sworn  by 
S.  P.  Sherman,  a  iustice  of  the  peace,  and  Lswore  F.  S.  Waltz  as  clerk.  We  complied 
as  strictly  witn  the  law  in  every  particular  as  I  think  it  possible  for  men  to  do.  Both 
parties  had  challengers,  who  were  prompt,  and  I  administered  the  oath,  as  required  by 
the  laws  of  Florida,  in  every  case  where  challenges  were  made  and  in  every  case  where 
the  names  were  not  upon  the  registration-lists.  The  clerk's  list  shows  that  five  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  votes  were  cast.  By  examining  it  you  can  see  a  clerical  error  show- 
ing five  hundred  and  twenty-three.  By  looking  at  the  side  numbers  you  can  see  where 
the  error  occurred,  and  we  agreed,  as  inspectors,  that  it  explained  itself,  and  left  the 
numbers  unchanged  so  that  it  would  not  be  questioned.  One  vote  in  excess  was  found ; 
we  found  one  double  vote,  (a  reform  ticket,)  so  we  destroyed  it,  which  made  ^he  vot-es 
and  list  correspond.  All  officers  present  did  their  duty  to  the  best -of  their  abilities. 
I  opened  the  polls  at  eight  a.  m.  and  closed  them  at  sundown.  We  did  not  take  a 
regular  adjournment,  and  the  ballot-box  was  kept  in  public  view.  All  persons  present 
wore  in  good  humor ;  no  fraud,  intimidation,  or  coercion  was  used  in  my  presence.  It 
was  a  fair,  peaceable  election.  I  delivered  a  duplicate  return  to  P.  A.  Holt,  county 
judge,  and  a  duplicate  result  poll-book,  tally-sheet,  and  oaths  to  A.  A.  Hoyt,  clerk  circuit 
court;  Alfred  Holland  sealed  the  ballot-box  containing  the  ballots  and  registration- 
book  used,  and  we  went  together,  and  I  saw  him  deliver  it  to  A.  A.  Hoyte,  clerk,  «fec» 
G.  C.  Mattox  and  A.  Jerry,  jr.,  were  United  States  supervisors.    I  know  of  no  convict 
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who  offered  to  vote.  It  .was  a  legal  election,  because  we  had  the  laws  of  Florida  pres- 
ent and  complied  with  them.  We  did  not  adjourn  during  the  counting  of  the  votes. 
I  did  not  leave  the  ballot-box,  except  to  obey  nature,  and  it  was  then  in  charge  of 
Alfred  Holland,  in  the  day,  and  at  night — which  I  left  it  about  one  and  a  half  min- 
utes— J,  Hardin,  A.  Jerry,  and  G.  C.  Mattox  remained  with  it.  I  saw  no  attempts  at 
fraud,  and  do  not  believe  any  was  attempted.  I  saw  A.  A.  Hoyte,  on  Wednesday,  8th 
instant,  deliver  the  envelope,  sealed,  which  contained  the  papers  I  have  stated,  to 
Judge  P.  A.  Holt  at  the  couuty  canvass.  Jessee  Hardon,  Alfred  Holland,  as  inspectors, 
and  G.  C.  Mattox,  and  A.  Jerry,  jr.,  as  United  States  supervisors,  each  in  my  presence, 
at  conclusion  of  count,  stated  to  me  that  it  was  fair;  that  they  were  satisfied 
that  all  had  done  our  duty.  There  was  no  wrangling  or  disputing  during  the  time  of 
the  whole  election.  All  was  pleasant  and  peaceaole,  and  all  present  appeared  anxious 
to  do  their  duty  as  good  citizens. 

W.  M.  IVES,  Jr. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  16,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  B.  HAGEX, 
Notary  Public,  C.  C. 

NO  OBJECTION  TO  THR  MANNKR  OF  ELKCTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  Robert  Brown,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  was 
present  at  the  Probate  Office  precinct  in  Lake  City,  Columbia  County,  Florida^- 
on  7th  November,  instant,  at  the  general  election  held  that  day;  the  polls  were 
opened  at  8  a.  m.  A.  B.  Hagen,  notary  public,  swore  the  inspectors.  I  was  a  chal- 
lenger; daring  the  whole  election  I  was  not  absent  from  it  half  an  hour.  Everything 
was  conducted  according  to  law,  and  there  was  no  objection  by  any  one  to  the  man- 
ner the  election  was  conducted.  I  saw  the  ballot-box  sealed  up  after  the  count.  The 
officers  were  very  particular  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  It  was  a  peaceable, 
fair  election.  There  was  no  regular  adjournment.  The  inspectors  did  not  leave  the 
ballot-box.  There  was  no  adjournment  during  the  counting.  Minors  and  convicts 
were  not  permitted  to  vote.  The  oath  was  administered  to  all  whose  names  were  not 
upon  the  registration-book.    There  was  no  R.  Brown. 

Both  political  parties  had  challengers  present. 

The  ballots  and  clerk-list  corresponded. 

No  one  was  permitted  to  vote  who  did  not  reside  iu  the  county.  The  ballot-box 
was  never  hidden  from  public  view. 

A  copy  of  the  law  of  Florida  was  present,  and  was  repeatedly  referred  to  during 
the  election. 

ROBERT  BROWN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  16, 1876. 

W.  N.  IVES,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  C.  C. 

CHANGING  A   RETURN. 

State  of  Florida,  Columbia  County : 

Before  the  subscriber  personally  appeared  the  nndetsigned,  who,  each  being  duly 
sworn,  say  that  they  were  present  at  the  clerk's  office,  precinct  No.  — ,  iu  Lake  City, 
Florida,  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  when  P.  A.  Holt,  judge  of  probate, 
John  W.Thompson,  sheriff,  and  Levi  Haltiwanger,  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county, 
composing  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  *'  proceeded  to  canvass  the  votes  given  for 
the  several  officers  and  persons,  as  shown  by  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court,"  and  that  the  returns  from  said  clerk's  office,  precinct  No.  — ,  did 
not  show  that  any  votes  were  cast  at  said  precinct  for  presidential  electors,  and  that 
said  canvassing-board  allowed  said  return  to  be  corrected  by  the  inspectors  of  said 
precinct,  by  inserting  the  vote  for  presidential  electors  on  said  return,  as  shown  by  the 
tally-sheet  which  accompanied  said  return. 

F.  M.  WEEKS. 
P.  A.  HOLT, 

County  Judge,  Columbia  County. 
W.  B.  KNIGHT, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
WILLIAM  H.  C.  COLLINS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

The  above  was  sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  the  parties  whose  names 
appear  above,  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  B.  HAGEN, 
Notary  Public. 
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CORRKSPOXDKNCE. 

Lake  City,  Fla.,  November  25, 1876. 
Hon.  George  G.  Keen  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Being  an  old  reBident  in  onr  county  and  a  candidate  on  the  republican 
ticket  for  member  of  the  assembly,  I  would  ask  of  you,  if  consistent  with  your  sense 
of  proprietj',  that  you  frankly  say  whether  it  be  your  intention  to  contest  your  seat  in 
the  assembly,  and  also  that  you  give  me  a  full,  free,  and  frank  expression  of  your 
views  and  feelings  in  reference  to  any  fraud,  violence,  fear,  and  intimidation  which 
may  have  come  credibly  to  your  knowledge,  or  otherwise,  prior  or  during  the  day  of 
election.  Your  long  and  well-known  residence  among,  and  identity  of  interest  with 
us,  induces  this  request  at  my  hands.  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  your  views  in  full. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  very  truly, 

R.  W.  BROOME. 

Lake  City,  Xovember  27, 1876. 
Col.  R.  W.  Broome: 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  25th  instant  to  hand  and  contents  uoted.  Yes  ;  I  was  a  candi- 
date on  the  republican  ticket,  and  claim  no  political  allegiance  with  the  democratic 
party ;  consequently  I  did  everything  in  my  power  for  the  success  of  the  republican 
party  from  Hayes  down  to.  Keen. 

I  was  on  the  streets  of  Lake  City  from  gray  daylight  in  the  morning  until  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night  on  the  7th  instant,  (day  of  election.) .  I  saw  no  one  forced  to  vote  con- 
trary to  his  wishes,  and  there  was  but  very  little  dissatis&ction  manifested,  and  what 
little  there  was  was  on  the  part  <^  the  democratic  p^ttv.  That  dissatisfaction  was 
brought  about  by  some  of  the  colored  men  voting  twice  tnat  day,  when  they  were  only 
entitled  to  vote  once.  And  I  don't  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  any  one  voted 
more  than  once  that  day.  As  to  contesting  Mr.  Wofford's  seat,  I  shall  do  no  such  thing, 
unless  it  is  proven  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  I  was  swindled  out  of  my  election. 
If  there  was  any  fraud  perpetrated  by  the  democratic  party  in  this  election  it  did  not 
come  under  my  observation,  nor  neither  has  it  come  to  my  knowledge  yet. 

GEORGE  G.  KEEN. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Robert  W.  Broome,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  tiiat 
the  annexed  letter,  dated  Lake  City,  Fla.,  November  25, 1876,  and  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  George  G.  Keen,  and  signed  by  himself^  is  the  original  letter  written  by  him  to 
said  Keen,  said  letter  being  marked  "Exhibit  A;"  deponent  further  says  that  the  an- 
nexed letter,  marked  "Exhibit  B,"  dated  Lake  City,  November  27, 1876,  and  signed  by 
Geor^  G.  Keene^  was  received  by  him  with  the  return  of  the  original  letter  written 
by  him  to  said  Keen,  and  marked  "  Exhibit  A; "  that  this  deponent  is  well  acquaint-ed 
and  familiar  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said  George  G.  Keen,  and  that  said  letter, 
marked  "  Exhibit  B,"  is,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  in  the  handwriting  of 
said  Keen,  and  that  the  signature  of  George  G.  Keen  is  the  handwriting  of  tiie  aaid 
George  G.  Keen. 

R.  W.  BROOME. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  the  30th,  A.  D.  1876. 

w.  M.  Mcintosh, 

Notary  Public. 
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CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Daval  Coanty : 

We,  the  aDderaigned,  William  A.  McLean ,  judge  of  the  coaQty  court  of  the  coanty 
stated,  and  Edwin  Hig^nsi  clerk  of  the  circait  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
John  li.  Edwards,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting 
the  board  of  ceuntv  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  10th 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  three  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the 

county  of ,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seventy -six,  under  and  bv  virtue 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding 
of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Feb- 
raary  27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  thirty-eight  hun- 
dred, (3,800,)  as  follows,  viz: 

Marcellns  L.  Steams  received  twenty-two  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  (2,298.) 
Oeorge  F.  Drew  received  fifteen  hundred  and  two,  (1,502.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  thirty-seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four,  (3,774,)  as  follows,  to  wit : 
David  Montgomery  received  twenty-two  hundred  and  seventy-six,  (2,276.) 
Noble  A.  Hull  received  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  (1,498.) 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  thirty-eight  hundred  and  four,  (3,804,)  of  which — 
Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (2,367)  votes. 
William  H.  Holden  received  tweuty-ttiree. hundred  and  sixty-seven  (2,367)  votes. 
Charles  H.  Pearce  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-six,  (2,366.) 
Thomas  W.  Long  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-six,  (2,366.) 
James  E.  Youge  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  (1,437.) 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  (1,437.) 
Bobert  Bullock  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  (1,437.) 
WUkinson  Call  received  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  (1,436.) 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  thirty- 
eight  hundred  and  three,  (3,803,)  as  follows,  viz : 
Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  twenty-three  hundred  and  thirty-one,  (2,331.) 
Jesse  J.  Fiuley  received  fourteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  (1,468.) 
J.  Willis  Menard  received  four,  (4.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  thirty-eight  hun- 
dred and  four,  (3,804,)  as  follows,  viz  : 
Alfred  Grant  received  twenty-two  hundred  and  ninety,  (2,290.) 
Joseph  E.  Lee  received  twenty-two  hundred  and  eighty-six,  (2,286.) 
Columbus  Drew  received  fifteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  (1,514.) 
Joshna  L.  Burch  received  fifteen  hundred  and  seven,  (1,507.) 
Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one,  (1.) 
Jessee  Oxendyne  received  one,  (1.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office  at  ,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  

day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  . 

[COUNTY  SEAL.]  , 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of County. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Duval  County. 

JNO.  L.  EDWARDS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Duval  County. 

We,  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  and  county  courts  of  Duval  County,  Fla., 
and  John  L.  Edwards,  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  and  members  of  the  can- 
vassing-board,  do  hereby  further  certify  that  William  A.  McLean,  judge  of  the  county 
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court  in  and  for  said  connty,  was  present  daring  the  entire  canvass  of  tbe  retoms  of 
election,  the  result  of  which  is  contained  in  the  foregoing  certificate,  and  that  be 
refused  to  sign  the  said  certificate.  We  also  certify  that  the  said  Wm.  A.  McLean 
has  made  no  objection  to  the  correctness  of  said  certificate. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  at  Jacksonvillei  in  said  county,  this  11th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1876. 
[COUNTY  SEAL.]  EDWIN  HIGGINS, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Duval  Connty,  Fla. 

JNO.  L.  EDWARDS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Duval  County,  Fla. 

Canvassed  the  return,  after  comparing  it  with  the  certified  precinct  returns. 

SAML.  B.  McUN, 

Chairman. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  RECORD. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  187(>,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m., 
I,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  connty,  have  duly  recorded  the  foregoing 
certificate  of  county  canvassers  in  the  public  records  of  said  county  in  the  book  re> 
quired  by  law  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  pages  16, 17,  16,  19,  20,  21,  and  22. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  nand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  this  day 
and  year  above  writen. 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  HIGGINS,  Clerk. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval,  ss : 

I,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby*oertify  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  connty  canvassers  with  certificate  of  said  clerk  and  John  L.  Edwards,  justice 
of  the  peace  of  said  county,  members  of  the  canvassiJig-board  of  said  countv,  and  cer- 
tificate of  record  thereto  attached,  are  true  and  correct  copies  of  the  originals  recorded 
in  my  office  in  the  book  required  by  law  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  of  recording  the 
certificates  of  the  county  canvassers,  pages  16, 17, 18, 19,  20,  21,  and  22. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  HIGGINS,  Clerk. 

By  H.  JENKINS,  Jr.,  D.C. 

PROTEST  OF  JUDGE. 

To  Edwin  Hiogins, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Duval  County,  Florida : 
Sir:  I  protest  against  a  canvass  of  the  election-returns  of  the  election  held  in  thi» 
county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  being  made  by  yon  and  a  justice  of  the 
peace  not  consented  to  by  me.  I  have  not  and  do  not  consent  to  the  calling  in  of 
John  L.  Edwards,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  make  said  canvass,  I  having  nominated 
Judson  W.  Whitney,  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  to  assist  in  said  canvaas.  I 
still  adhere  to  said  nomination  and  am  ready  and  willing  to  proceed  with  said  canvass 
with  yourself  and  him  as  a  board. 

W.  A.  McLEAN, 
Connty  Judge  for  Duval  County^  Florida. 
November  10, 1876.  , 

State  of  Florida,  Connty  of  Duval : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  now  on  file  in  my 
office. 

Novemher  16,  1876. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS. 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
protest  of  democrats. 

Whereas  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Duval  County,  Florida,  with- 
out the  consent  and  against  the  protest  of  the  Hon.  William  A.  McLeian,  judge  of  the 
county  court  for  said  county,  has  assumed  to  call  in  to  his  aid  one  John  L.  Edwards, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  and  illegally  and  fraudulently  to  organize,  or 
attempt  and  pretend  to  orj^anize,  a  board  of  canvassers  comoosed  of  the  t<aid  Edwin 
Higgins,  clerk,  and  the  said  John  L.  Edwards,  justice  of  tne  peace,  and  proceed  to 
count  and  canvass  the  vote  cast  at  the  election  in  said  county  of  Duval,  held  on  Tues- 
day last,  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ; 

And  whereas  said  action  is  contrary  to  law,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
intended  to  defraud  and  deprive  thn  citizens  of  said  county  and  State  and  of  th© 
United  States  of  tbe  legitimate  and  honest  results  of  said  election  in  said  county  oa 
said  day : 
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Now  we,  the  andersigned,  do  make  and  pablish  this  oar  solemn  declaratiou  aud  protest 
against  the  aforesaid  unlawful  and  fraudulent  action  of  said  Higgins  aud  Edwards  in 
the  premises,  and  will  maintain  the  same  as  the  occasion  may  require. 
Jacksonville,  Duval  County,  State  of  Florida,  November  10, 1676,  —  o^clock  a.  m. 

J.  J.  DANIELS, 
Chairman  of  the  Conservative-Democratic  Committee  for  the 
Second  Congressional  District  of  Florida,  for  the 
County  of  Duval,  in  the  State  of  Florida. 
JAMES  M.  BAKER. 
Member  of  County  and  State  Central  Executive  Committee. 

J.  J.  FINLEY,, 
Democratic  Candidate  for  Congress,  Second  Congressional  District  of  Florida. 

WILKINSON  CALL, 
Elector  for  the  State  at  large  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks. 

JAMES  H.  PAINE, 
Treasurer  State  Executive  Committee. 

CERTIFICATB  OP  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION,  EAST  JACKSONVILLE. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  East  Jacksonville, 
precinct  No.  1,  in  the  county  of  Duval,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and 
the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  February  27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was 
as  follows: 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  Marcellns  L.  Stearns  received  two  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  votes;  George  Y.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State  David  Montgomery  received  two  hundred 
ftDd  forty-eight  votes ;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  votes. 

For  Representatives  in  Congress  Horatio  Bisbee  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-one 
votes ;  Jessie  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-one 
votee;  of  which  Alfred  Grond  received  two  hundred  and  fifty  votes ;  Colum.  Drew  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  thirty-five  votes ;  Joshua  L.  Brush  received  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five.  * 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  votes ;  of  which  James  E.  Tonge  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
votes ;  of  which  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  onebundred  and  thirty-two  votes ;  of  which 
Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  votes:  of  which  Frederick  C. 
Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  votes ;  of  which  Charles  H.  Peacre  re- 
ceived two  hundred  and  fifty-one  votes ;  of  which  William  H.  Holden  received  two 
hundred  and  fifty-one  votes }  of  which  Thomas  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  East  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seveuty-six. 

RAY  P.  MOODY, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
A.  G.  ROUSE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
RICHARD  L.  BROWN. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
M.  N.  F.  WALL, 

•  Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATB  OF  TDB  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  IN  JACKSONVILLE,  EAST  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Jacksonville,  in  the 
oonnty  of  Duval  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872, 
do  nereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  George  F.  Drew  received  five  hundred  aud 
eighteen  (518)  votes ;  Maroellus  L.  Steams  received  eighty  (80)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State  Noble  A.  Hull  received  five  hnudrod  and 
twenty-eight  (528)  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  seventy  (70)  votes. 
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For  RQpreeentative  in  Congress  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  five  hundred  and  twelve 
(512)  votes :  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr. ,  received  ninety  (90)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly  Colnmbas  Drew  received  five  hundred  and  twenty -eight 
(528)  votes;  Joshua  L.  Bnrch  received  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  (528)  votes; 
Joseph  E.  Lee  received  seventy-one  (71)  votes;  Alfred  Grant  received  sixty-nine  (69) 
votes;  Horatio  Bisbee,  Jr.,  received  one  (1)  vote;  Jessee  Oxendyne  received  one  (1) 
vote. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
six  hundred  and  two,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  five  hundred,  (500;)  James  £. 
Yonge  received  five  hundred,  f 500 ;)  Robert  B.  Hnlton  received  five  hundred,  (500 ;)  Rob- 
ert Bullock  received  five  hundred,  (500 ;)  Frederick  C.  Humphres  received  one  hundred 
and  two,  (102;)  C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  two,  (102;)  W.  H.  Holden  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  two,  (102;)  T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  two,  (102.) 
Witness  our  hands,  at  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

THOS.  S.  ELLS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  W.  ARCHIBALD, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  M.  BOSTWICK, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  F.  TINKER, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

CKRTIFICATB  OF  THK  RESULT  OF  ELECTION,  JACKSONVILLE,  WEST  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  of  an  election  held  at  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  of 
Duval,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,*'  ap- 
proved August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1672, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz. : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  sixty-seven  (67) 
votes ;  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (288)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State  David  Montgomery  received  sixty-two  (62) 
votes;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  hundred  and  ninety  (290)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  eighty-one  (81)  votes; 
Jesse  J.  Finley  received  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  (274)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly  Jqseph  E.  Lee  received  sixty  (60)  votes ;  Columbus 
Drew  received  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  (294)  votes;  John  L.  Burch  received  two 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  (289)  votes  j  Alfred  Grant  received  sixty-six  (66)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
three  hundred  and  fifty-six  (356)  votes,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphreys  received 
eighty-eight  (88)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  eighty-eight  (88)  votes ;  William 
H.  Holden  received  eighty-eight  (S8)  votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  eighty-eight 
(88)  votes ;  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (268)  votes ;  RoWt 
B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (268)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received 
two  hnndred  and  sixty-eight  (268)  votes;  James  E.  Tonge  received  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  (268)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

JNO.  D.  EDWARDS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

S.  B.  STEWART,  ♦ 

Inspector  of  Election. 

M.  M.  ZALINSKI, 

*  Inspector  of  Election. 

J.  O.  BOAG, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  IN  NORTH  JACKSONVILLLE. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  North  Jacksonville, 
in  the  county  of  Duval  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  bv  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRECINCT   RETURNS.  117 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (691))  votes ;  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  re- 
ceived six  hundred  and  eighty-six  (6d6)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  six  hundred 
and  eighty-six  (686)  votes;  William  H.  Holden  received  six  hundred  and  eighty -six 
(686)  votes  ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  (685)  votes;  Wil- 
kinson Call  received  thirteen  (13)  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  thirteen  (13)  votes; 
Robert  B.Hilton  received  thirteen  (13)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  thirteen  (13) 
votes. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  six  hundred  and 
eighty-one  votes  ;  George  F.  Drew  received  seventeen  (17)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  David  Montgomery  received  six  hundred  and 
eighty-one  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  six  hundred  and 
eighty-three  (683)  votes ;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  fifteen  (15)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  six  hundreil  and  eighty-one 
(681)  votes;  Alfred  Grant  received  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  ((>81)  vut<?s  ;  Columbus 
Drew  received  seventeen  (17)  votes ;  Joshua  L.  Burch  received  sixteen  votes,  (16.) 

Witness  onr  handn,  at  North  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

J.  J.  HOLLAND, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
A.  M.  JONES, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JACOJB  BURKHIM, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
HUGO  ROBINSON, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  RESULT  CP  ELECTION  IN  LA. VILLA  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County,  88 : 

We,  the  andersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Lavilla,  in  the 
coanty  of  Duval,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  Angust  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872, 
do  nereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  five  hundred  and  forty-six,  (546,)  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  five 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  (532,)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  five  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
(53ip  William  H.  Holden  received  five  hundred  andJbhirty-two,  (532,)  Thomas  W.  Long 
received  Ave  hundred  and  thirty-two,  (532,)  Wilkinson  Call  received  fourteen,  (14,) 
James  E.  Yonge  received  fourteen,  (14,)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  fourteen,  (14,)  Rob- 
ert Bullock  received  fourteen. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  five  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  (532;)  George  F.  Drew  received  fourteen,  (14.) 

For  lieut^ant-govemor  ot  said  State,  David  Montgomery  received  five  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  (532  ;J  Noble  A.  Hull  received  fourteen,  (14.) 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  ;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  fourteen,  (14.) 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  five  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
(531 ;)  Alfred  Grant  received  five  hundred  and  thirty-two,  (532  j)  Columbus  Drew  re- 
ceived thirteen,  (13;)  Joshua  L.  Burch  received  fifteen,  (15.) 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Lavilla,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

JOHN  R.  SCOTT, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
F.  C.  CLAIBONE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
H.  W.  ARPEN, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
NICHOLAS  ARPEN, 
Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  IN  BROOKLYN    PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida^  Duval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Brooklyn  pre- 
cinct, in  the  county  of  Duval  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
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holding  of  elections/'  approved  Angust  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  ap- 
proved Fehrnary  27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as 
follows,  viz : 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  oast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  three  hnndred  and  eighty-six  (3^^)  votes ;  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  re- 
ceived two  hnndred  and  ninety-two  (29^)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  two  hnn- 
dred and  ninety -two  (292)  vot^s;  William  H.  Holden  received  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  (292)  votes;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  (292)  votes; 
Wilkinson  Call  received  ninety-four  (94)  votes;  James  E.  Yonge  received  niuety-foar 
(94)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  ninety-four  (94)  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received 
ninety-four  (94)  votes. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  (283)  votes;  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  three  (103) 
votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State.  David  Montgomery  received  two  hundred 
and  eighty-one  (281)  votes ;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  four  (104)  votes. 
For  Representative  in  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  two  hnndred  and  eighty- 
four  (284)  votes;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hnndred  (100)  votes;  J.  Willis  Menard 
received  two  (2)  votes. 

For  member  of  assembly,  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  (285) 
votes;  Alfred  Grant  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  (285)  votes;  Columbus 
Drew  received  one  hundred  and  two  (102)  votes;  Joshua  L.  Burch  received  one  hun- 
dred and  two  (102)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Brooklyn  precinct,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six 

F.  E.  LITTLE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
HENRY  A.  L.  ENGLE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
AUBUI&  ERWIN, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
GEO.  A.  DE  COTTES, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  AT  REED'S  LANDING  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Reed's  L  anding  voting- 
precinct,  in  the  county  of  Duval  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  piovide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  Angust  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  vis : 

That  the  whole  number  or  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  one  hundred  and  tifty-eight  votes,  (158.)  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received 
one  hnndred  and  thirty-one  votes,  (131 ;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  votes,  (131 ;)  William  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  thirt.^-one  vot«s, 
(131;)  Thomas  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  votes,  (131 ;)  Wilkinson 
Call  received  twenty-seven  votes,  (27;)  James  E.  Yonge  received  twenty-seven  votes, 
(27;)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-seven  votes,  (27;)  Robert  BuUook  received 
iwenty-seven  votes,  (27.) 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hnndred  and 
twenty-nine  votes,  (129;)  George  F.  Drew  received  twenty-nine  votes,  (29.) 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  David  Montgomery  received  one  hnndred  and 
twenty-eight  votes,  (128 ;)  Noble  A.  Hull  received  twenty-nine  votes,  (29.) 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  hundred  and  thirty 
votes,  (130 ;)  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  twenty-eight  votes,  (28.) 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes, 
(130  ;)  Alfred  Grant  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes,  (130 ;)  Columbus  Drew  re- 
ceived twenty-eight  votes,  (28 ;)  Joshua  L.  Burch,  received  twenty-eight  votes,  (28.) 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Reed's  Landing  voting-precinct,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Loard  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  six. 

M.  BOWER, 

JOHN  R.  WILLIAMS, 

URIAH  BOWDEN, 

Inspectors  of  Election. 
RILEY  M.  MERRICE, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
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CERTIFICATK  OF    THK    RESULT  OF  ELECTION  AT  POTTSBURGII  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Dnval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerks  of  an  election  held  at  Pottsbnrgh,  No.  8 
precinct,  in  the  county  of  Duval,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,^  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 

,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  twenty  (20)  votes;  James  E.  Yonge  received 

twenty  (20)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty  (20)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  re- 
ceived twenty  (20)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes ;  C.  H. 
Pearce  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden  received  seventy-seven  (77) 
votes;  T.  W.  Long  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  (Jeorge  F.  Drew  received  twenty  (20)  votes ; 
Marcelfus  L.  Stearns  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  twenty  (20)  votes ;  Da- 
vid Montgomery  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  twenty  (20)  votes ;  Horatio 
Bisbee,  jr.,  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Columbus  Drew  received  twenty  (20)  votes;  Joshua  L. 
Bnrch  received  twenty  (20)  votes;  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes  ; 
Alfred  Grant  received  seventy-seven  (77)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Pottsburgh,  No.  8  precinct,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  sev- 
•enth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-six. 

F.  M.  RICHARD, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
A.  H.  PHILLIPS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ABRAM  P.  BROWN, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ELY  SAMMIS. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OP  ELECTION  IN  MAYPORT. 

€tate  of  Florida,  Dnval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Mayport,  in  the 
<;oun  ty  of  Dnval,  and  State  afdresaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 

entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
^,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and 
«ixty-six  votes ;  Maroellns  L.  Steams  received  thirty-8ix>  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
«ix  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  thirty-five  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
votes;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  thirty-seven  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Columbus  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
votes ;  Joshua  L.  Burch  received  one  hundred  and  sixt^-four  votes ;  Joseph  E.  Lee  re- 
ceived thirty-six  votes ;  Alfred  Grant  received  thirty-six  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  vot-es  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
t^o  hnndred  and  three,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-four 
votes ;  James  E.  Tonge  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton 
received  one  hnndred  and  sixty -four  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  votes;  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  thirty-eight  votes;  Charles  H. 
Pearoe  received  thirty-eight  votes;  William  H.  Holden  received  thirty-eight  votes ; 
Thomas  W.  Long  received  thirty-eight  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Mayport,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

JOHN  F.  ROLLINS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
C.  SHREE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  F.  KEELER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
FRANCIS  E.  WESTERN, 

Clerk  of  Election, 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  IN  BfANDARIN. 

State  of  Florida,  Daval  Coanty  : 

We,  the  nDdersi^n^ed,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  MandariD,  in  the 
county  of  Duval,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundr^  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,** 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and 
six  votes ;  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  one  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and 
six  votes ;  Noble  H.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  one  votes. 

For  Eepresentative  in  Congress,  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  hundred  and  nine 
votes  ;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  ninety-eight  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Joseph  E.  Lee  received  one  hundred  and  six  votes ; 
Alfred  Grant  received  one  hundred  and  six  votes ;  Columbus  Drew  received  one  hun- 
dred and  one  votes ;  Joshua  L.  Burch  received  one  hundred. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  two  hundred  and  seven,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  ninety-six  votes ; 
James  E.  Yonge  received  ninety-six  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  ninety-six  votes ; 
Robert  BuUock  received  ninety-six  votes ;  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  eleven  votes ; 
William  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  eleven  votes  ;  Thomas  W.  Longieceived 
one  hundred  and  eleven  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Mandarin,' in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

JAS.  H.  DOVE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
THOMAS  BROADER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
WM.  A.  SUMMERCALL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
MOSES  J.  BROWN. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  Ol^  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION  IN  BALDWIN  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Baldwin,  in  the 
county  of  Duval,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'* 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  ten, 
(110;)  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  fifty-eight,  (58.) 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  ten ; 
David  Montgomery  received  fifty-eix,  (56.) 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  nine,  (109;) 
Horatio  Bisbee  received  fifty-seven,  (57;)  J.  Willis  Menard  received  two,  (2.) 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Columbus  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  tan,  (110  ;> 
John  L. Burch  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  (111;)  Joseph  E.Lee  received  fifty- 
eight,  (58;)  Alfred  Grant  received  fifty-seven,  (57.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  ,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  nine,  (109;)  James  E^ 
Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  nine,  (109;)  Robert  B.Hilton  received  one  hundred 
and  nine,  ( 109  ;)  Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  nine,  (109;)  F.  C.  Humphries 
received  fifty-nine,  (59 :)  C.  H.  Pearce  received  fifty-nine,  (59  ;)  W.  H.  Holden  received 
fifty-nine,  (59 ;)  T.  W.  Long  received  fifty-nine,  (59.) 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Baldwin,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

EDWARD  B.  KELLOGG, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
GEORGE  W.  FORD, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
EDW.  W.  STETSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JAS.  A.  MARVIN, 

Clerk  of  Election: 
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PROTEST  AGAINST  CANVASSING  THE  VOTE. 

Statement  of  the  objections  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  rote  from  Daval  Coonty  for 
electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  as  announced  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
State  canvassers  apon  the  preliminary  examination  of  the  retnms  from  said  connty  : 

First.  There  has  been  no  lawfully-constituted  board  of  county  canvassers  in  said 
county  of  Duval,  and  the  papers  purporting  to  be  returns  from  said  county  from  which 
the  vote  has  been  announced  are  illegal  aud  void.  In  this,  that  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  for  said  county,  did,  on  the  10th  day  of  the  present  month,  (Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1676,)  being  the  third  day  after  said  election,  assume  to  call  to  his  assistance, 
against  the  protest  and  without  the  consent  of  the  county  judge  of  said  county,  one 
John  L.  Edwards,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  said  clerk  and  justice  did  thereupon 
proceed,  notwithstanding  the  readiness  of  said  county  judge  to  unite  with  said  clerk  iu 
organizing  a  legal  board  of  canvassers  for  the  said  county  and  the  continued  protests 
of  said  judge  and  of  the  democratic  candidates  for  presidential  electors  and  others  of 
the  people  of  said  county,  on  the  10th  and  11th  days  of  said  month  of  November,  to  can- 
vass and  count  the  votes  cast  in  said  connty  for  presidential  electors  as  they  appeared 
upon  the  precinct  returns  in  the  hands  of  said  clerk,  and  to  certify  the  results  thereof 
to  the  governor  and  secretary  of  state  as  the  true  and  lawful  returns  from  said  county 
of  Duval ;  all  of  which  will  be  sustained  by  producing  the  protests  aforesaid  and  the 
statement  under  seal  of  Hon.  W.  A.  McLean,  judge  of  the  county  court  for  said  county 
of  Dnval. 

Second.  That  there  were  a  large  number  of  illegal  votes  cast  for  the  republican  elect* 
toral  candidates  at  said  election  in  said  county  of  Duval,  among  others  fifty-three  re- 
publican votes  were  cast  by  persons  whose  names  have  never  been  registerea  as  voters 
m  said  county  as  required  by  law;  which  will  be  established  by  the  affidavits  of  J.  E. 
Allen  and  the  certificate  of  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  said  county. 
Thirty-eight  republican  votes  were  cast  oy  persons  who  had  previously  on  the  same  day 
and  at  the  same  election  voted  at  other  and  different  precincts  in  said  county  of  Duvai, 
which  will  be  made  to  appear  by  the  sworn  statements  of  Aaron  W.  Ba  Costa  and  F.  F. 
L.  Eogle. 

Seventeen  votes  were  cast  for  the  republican  candidates  for  electors  aforesaid  by 
persons  under  disability  by  reason  of  conviction  in  the  courts  of  the  State  of  Florida- 
of  certain  of  the  offenses  named  in  class  3,  section  six  (6)  of  the  act  of  August  6,  A. 
D.  1868,  to  establish  which  will  be  introduced  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  for  said  county  and  the  affidavits  of  J.  M.  Faucett,  Lawrence  Harris,  J.  E.  Allen, 
and  A.  W.  Da  Costa. 

Sixteen  votes  were  cast  for  said  republican  electoral  candidates  by  persons  confined 
in  the  county  jail  of  said  county  of  Duval,  who  were,  as  belonging  to  the  first  class 
mentioned  in  said  section  six  (6)  of  the  act  of  18(>8,  disqualified  by  reason  of  their  being 
under  guardianship  at  the  time  of  said  voting,  in  snpport  of  which  will  be  presented 
the  affidavits  of  C.  J.  Kenworthy  and  S.  F.  Doggett.  One  vote  was  cast  by  a  minor 
and  idiot.    (See  affidavit  of  E.  A.  Fernandez  thereto.) 

Four  votes  were  cast  for  said  republican  candidates  by  persons  who  were  not  resi- 
dents of  the  county  of  Duval,  and  therefore  not  qualified  to  vote  at  the  election  in 
said  county,  to  substantiate  which  the  board  will  be  referred  to  the  affidavits  of  D.  L. 
Denham  and  A.  W.  De  Costa ;  the  board  will  also  be  referred  to  the  affidavits  of  James 
H.  Paine  and  J.  Warren  Scott,  jr.,  showing  that  eight  or  ten  votes  were  cast  at  said 
election  in  said  county  by  colored  men  whose  names  were  not  on  the. registration -list, 
and  were  sworn  in  at  the  dictation  and  comuiaud  of  a  republican  inspector  of  election 
without  having  been  previoubly  challenged.  The  illegal  votes  which  it  is  proposed  thua 
specifically  to  prove  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  in  all,  which,  deducted  from  the 
total  vote  for  the  republican  candidates  for  electors  from  said  county  of  Daval  a* 
announced,  will  leave  the  true  vote  as  cast  in  said  county  for  said  electors  as  follows : 
For  F.  C.  Humphreys,  2,237  :  for  0.  H.  Pearce,  2,236  :  for  W.  H.  Holden,  2,237  ;  for  T. 
W.  Long,  2,236. 

Third.  In  support  of  the  second  objection  above  taken  and  the  points  made  there- 
under, the  contestants  submit  in  the  third  place  that  there  was  a  concerted  design 
formed  and  carried  into  execution  by  the  republican  officials  of  said  county  to  prevent 
and  defeat  the  full,  fair,  and  free  expression  of  the  voice  of  the  people  through  the 
ballot-box  at  said  election,  to  which  end  the  official  machinery  of  the  county  was 
largely  used,  )ind  which  culminated  in  the  perpetration  of  extensive  frauds  on  the  day 
of  election,  of  which  those  enumerated  in  the  second  objection  are  but  a  small  part. 
That  the  only  democrat  upon  the  board  of  county  commissioners  was  removed,  and 
the  board  so  constituted  as  to  obey  implicitly  the  partisan  behests  of  their  party 
leaders. 

That  the  voting-precincts  were  so  arranged  as  to  concentrate  them  in  those  portions 
of  the  county  where  the  republican  voters,  consisting  chiefly  of  negroes,  were  massed^ 
and  depriving  the  democratic  or  country  neighborhoods  of  every  facility  aud  con- 
venience for  voting.    That  the  registration-lists  were  packed  with  the  names  of  large 
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nnmbers  of  non-residents  and  otherwise  disqualified  negro  voters,  all  of  which  will  be 
fully  and  sufficiently  established  by  the  sworn  statements  of  J.  J.  Daniels  and  Thomas 
C.  Bucknian,  and  by  the  affidavits  of  Aaron  W.  De  Costa  and  F.  T.  L^Eugle,  and  also 
will  be  substantiated  by  the-  last  official  census  of  said  county  of  Duval,  to  which 
'reference  is  made  as  of  tile  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  aad  of  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  for  said  county  of  Duval,  and  by  a  private  census  made  since  said 
•election,  corroborating  the  same,  the  results  of  which  will  l>e  presented  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  board  if  received  within  the  period  limited  for  the  admission  of  proofs. 

D.  W.  SELLERS, 
GEO.  P.  RAINEY, 
For  Call,  Yonge,  Hilton,  and  Bloxham,  Contestanta. 

UXEGAL  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County  : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Francis  F.  L. 
Engle,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said, 
county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  the  following-named  colored  men  did  illegally 
vote  the  republican  ticket,  to  wit :  Stephen  Batey,  William  Delifus,  and  James  Long. 
Deponent  further  states  that  he  has  carefully  examined  the  records  of  the  connty  court, 
and  finds  that  the  said  Stephen  Batey  was  convicted  of  larceny  in  said  court  on  the 
18th  day  of  February,  1871,  as  appears  of  record  in  the  minutes  on  page  2:^1 ;  that 
William  Delifus  aforesaid  was  convicted  of  larceny  before  the  same  court  on  the  23d 
day  of  April,  1873,  as  appears  of  record  page  216,  and  that  said  James  Long  was  con- 
victed of  larceny  before  said  conrt  on  the  22d  of  Octolx*r,  1872,  as  recorded  on  page 
203  of  said  minutes  of  the  said  county  court  of  Duval  County,  Florida. 

F.  F.  L.  ENGLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL]  SAML.  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public. 

'State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Edwin  A.  Fer- 
nandez, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in 
said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Eugene  King  did  illegally  vote  for 
the  republican  candidates  on  the  republican  ticket  at  Pottsburg  precinct,  in  said 
•county,  in  this,  that  the  said  Eugene  Kin^  was  at  the  time  of  said  voting  not 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  is  an  idiot,  and  not  entitled  under  the  constitn- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida  to  vote  at  said  election. 

E.  A.  FERNANDEZ. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL]  SAML.  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public,  Dnval  County. 

ALLEGED  KEPEATERS. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  repeaters  who  vot^d  at  one  and  more  precincts  at  an  election 
iheld  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  Duval  County,  Florida,  to  wit : 

1.  Abercrombie,  Mitchell,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  8. 

2.  Brown,  Henderson,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  8. 

3.  Bruce,  Elisha,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  1,  No.  3,  and  No.  6. 

4.  Coleman,  David,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  5. 

5.  Clarke,  Charles,  challenged  and  voted  at  Ko.  1  and  No.  5. 

6.  Dixon,  William,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  1,  No.  4,  and  No.  8. 

7.  Fielding,  Andrew,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  5  and  No.  9. 

8.  Grant,  William,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  5. 

9.  Hall,  Henry,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  6. 

10.  Harrison,  Henry,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  3,  No.  4,  and  No.  5. 

11.  Harrington,  Miugo,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  5  and  No.  9. 

12.  Hicks,  Nathaniel,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  5  and  No.  10. 

13.  Jones,  William,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  5. 

14.  Jones,  S.  R.,  challenged  aud  voted  at  No.  3  and  No.  4. 

15.  Johnson,  David,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  5. 

16.  Johnson,  Jerry,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  5. 

17.  Johnson,  N.,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  1  and  No.  9. 

18.  Miller,  John,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  1  and  No.  7. 

19.  Neal,  Henry,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  5  and  No.  6. 

20.  Paine,  Charles,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  7. 
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2L  Polite^  Samael,  challenged  and  voted  No.  4  and  No.  9. 
22.  Roberts,  Henry,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  3  and  No.  5. 
2^).  Robinson,  Gilbert,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  1  and  No.  6. 

24.  Robinson,  Moses,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4,  No.  7,  and  No.  8. 

25.  Robinson,  Peter,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  6. 

26.  Thomas,  Joseph,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4,  No.  5,  and  No.  6. 

27.  Travers,  Paal,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  10. 

28.  Tomer,  Thomas,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  5  and  7. 

21).  Williams,  Benjamin,  challenged  and  voted  at 'No.  1  and  No.  10. 

30.  Williams,  Tony,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  1,  No.  4,  and  No.  6. 

31.  Wilson,  Thomas,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  7. 

32.  Young,  Jack,  challenged  and  voted  at  No.  4  and  No.  5. 

Note. — For  convenience  of  tabulating  and  reference  in  the  foregoing  tables,  the 
precinct  known  as  East  Jacksonville  is  known  as  precinct  No.  1 ;  Jacksonville,  eastern 
precinct,  is  designated  as  precinct  No.  2;  Jacksonville,  western  precinct,  is  known  as 
precinct  No.  3 ;  Jacksonville,  northern  precinct,  as  precinct  No.  4 ;  La  Villa  precinct  as 
No.  5 ;  Brooklyn  precinct  as  No.  6 ;  Reed's  Landing  as  precinct  No.  7 ;  Pottsburgh  pre- 
cinct as  No.  8 ;  Mayport  precinct  as  No.  9  ;  Mandarin  precinct  as  No.  10. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  appeared  Francis  F.  L. 
Engle  and  A.W.  Da  Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  were  challengers  and 
clerks  appointed  by  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  the  county  of  Duval,  in 
said  State,  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November  in- 
stant ;  that  they  kept  accurate  list«  of  the  names  of  all  men  who  voted  at  the  various 
precincts  of  said  county  on  said  election-day ;  that  they  have  carefully  compared  the 
lists,  or  tally-sheets,  so  kept,  one  with  the  other,  and  find  that  the  names  of  the  men 
which  appear  on  the  accompanying,  or  examined  lists,  do  appear  on  several  of  the  lists 
kept  by  them,  as  noted  on  said  lists,  and  charge  that  said  voters  voted  more  than  once 
at  said  election,  as  appears  upon  said  lists;  that  they  were  all  colored  men,  and  that 
said  deponents  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  said  colored  nien  all  voted 
for  the  nominees  of  the  republican  party  at  said  election  on  the  day  aforesaid. 

F.  F.  L.  ENGLE. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  J.  H.  NORTON, 

Notary  Public,  Duval  County. 

PRISONERS  WHO  VOTED, 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  appeared  A.  W.  Da 
Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  at  a  general  election  held  in  said 
county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Joseph  Bradley,  a  colored  man,  did  fraudu- 
lently vote  for  the  republican  candidates  on  the  republican  ticket  at  La  Villa  precinct, 
in  the  county  of  Duval,  in  this,  that  the  said  Joseph  Bradley  had,  prior  to  said  election, 
to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1875,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  an  assault 
with  intent  to  kill,  and  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  in  the  county  lail,  which 
sentence  appears  upon  the  records  of  proceeding  of  circuit  court  of  Duval  County ; 
and  deponent  further  says  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  said  Joseph  Brad- 
ley has  been  pardoned  for  said  offense  by  the  pardoning-board  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  SAML.  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public,  Duval  County. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  C.J.  Ken  worthy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
is  a  resident  of  and  a  registered  voter  of  said  county,  and  was  appointed  by  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida  a  supervisor  of  election  for  the 
eastern  precinct  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  State  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  attended  and  remained  at  said  precinct  from  the 
opening  of  the  x>olls  in  said  morning  until  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  thereat  was 
completed  after  the  closing  of  said  poll ;  that  the  following-named  men,  who  were  pris- 
oners held  in  the  county  jail  of  said  county,  were  brought  out  of  said  iail  by  the  deputy 
sheriff  of  said  connty  to  the  said  precinct,  and,  after  being  challengea  and  sworn,  were 
permitted  to  deposit  their  votes  at  said  precinct,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  said 
deponent  as  such  supervisor,  to  wit : 
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Thomas  Allen,  (colored,)  accased  of  stealing  vefjetables;  Edward  Braddock,  (col- 
ored,) accused  of  sfealiu^  orange-trees ;  William  Bratldock,  (colored,)  charged  wjth 
murder;  Ji-rry  Barber,  (colored,)  charged  with  stealing  a  watch;  Henrj-  Deli- 
phas,  (colored,)  charged  with  stealing  sugar-cane;  John  S.  Deliphas,  (colored.) 
charged  ^ith  assault  and  battery;  Fi-ank  Davis,  (colored,)  charged  with  stealing 
cloths;  J(»hn  Green,  (colored,)  charge  unknown  ;  John  H.  Hodges,  (colored,) charged 
with  stealing  cloths;  Augustus  Harper,  charged  with  stealing  a  razor;  Henry  D. 
Floyd,  charged  with  stealing  orange- trees ;  Edward  Robinson,  (colored.)  charged  with 
stealing  corn ;  Ladsou  Ramsey,  (colored,)  charged  with  stealing  money ;  John  H. 
Smith,  charged  with  stealing  a  boat;  Edward  Small,  charged  with  rape;  Lyrans 
Thomas,  charged  with  selling  stolen  goods. 

The  said  deponent  further  says  that  he  has  reason  to  believe,  and  does  believe,  that 
all  of  the  said  prisoners  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  instance  of  the  said  deputy 
sheriff,  who  was  and  is  a  prominent  partisan  of  that  party,  and  had  the  said  prison- 
ers under  his  control  and  guardianship  when  so  voting. 

CHARLES  J.  KENWORTHY. 

Sworn  and  sabscribed  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  THOS.  HINAXY, 

Notary  Public. 
didn't  know  them. 
State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me»  county  judge,  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W.  Da  Costat 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  State  and  county 
aforesaid ;  that  he  has  resided,  in  said  county  continually  for  nearly  twenty-three 
years ;  that  he  has  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county;  that  he 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace  and  notary  public  in  said  county  for  many  years,  and 
also  marshal  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  and  is  entirely  familiar  with  the  people  of  said 
county,  both  white  and  black.  That  from  the  5th  day  of  October  last  until  the  closing 
of  the  registration-book  on  the  31st  day  of  the  same  month  deponent  was  present  in 
the  clerk's  office  in  said  county  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  each  day;  that  said 
office  was  open  for  business,  and  carefully  scrutinized  and  examined  those  persona  who 
presented  themselves  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  or  his  deputies  for  registration.  Depo- 
nent further  says  that  his  presence  at  the  office  of  registration  aa  aforesaid  was  at  and 
by  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  Duval  County ; 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  colored  men  who  presented  themselves  for  registration 
were  entirely  unknown  to  deponent  and  seemed  to  be  strangers ;  that  there  were  also 
many  persons  who  registered  that  appeared  to  be  minors,  some  of  boys  apparently  not 
more  than  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age.  Deponent  further  says  that  there  were 
several  colored  leading  politicians^  to  wit,  John  H.  Brown,  Abram  Grant,  and  Emannel 
Fortune,  as  well  as  others,  who  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  bringing  in  colored  men  to 
register,  and  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  as  to  wlio  could  bring  m  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  men.  And  deponent  further  says  that  he  verily  believes  that  there  was  sys- 
tematic plan  arranged  to  swell  the  republican  vote  in  said  countv. 

AARON  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  A.  McLEAN, 

County  Judge. 

ALLEGED  CONVICTS. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W. 
De  Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  county 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Romeo  Fashs,  a  colored  man,  did  illegally  vole 
for  the  republican  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  at  the  La  Villa  precinct,  in 
said  county,  in  this,  that  the  said  Romeo  Fashs  had  previous  to  said  election,  to  wit, 
on  the  7th  day  of  December,  180y,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  an  assault  with  in- 
tent to  kill,  and  had  never  been  pardoned  for  said  crime  by  the  pardon ing-board  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  as  this  deponent  believes,  the  evidence  of  said  conviction  being 
in  the  proceeding  of  the  circuit  court  of  Duval  Couuty,  State  of  Florida. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  SAML.  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public,  Dnval  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W.  De 
Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said 
countv  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  one  Alfred  Jellerson,  a  colored  man,  did 
illegally  vote  the  republican  ticket  at  La  Villa  precinot,  he,  the  said  Alfred  Jefferson, 
having  been,  previous  to  said  election,  convicted  of  the  crime  of  larceny,  as  will  appear 
by  the  records  of  the  circuit  court  for  Duval  County,  and  that  said  Alfred  Jefferson  has 
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never  been  pardoned  for  said  offense  by  the  pardoning-board  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
as  this  dep<inent  believes. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAi..]  SAML.  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public,  Duval  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Duval  Couuty : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W.  De 
Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn  says  that  a  general  election  held  in  said  county  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Jesse  William,  a  colored  man,  did  illegally  vote  fot 
the  republican  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket,  at  a  precinct  known  as  Jacksonville 
Northern,  in  this,  that  the  said  Jesse  Williams  bad,  previous  to  said  election-day,  to 
wit,  on  the  day  of  December,  1870,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  larceny,  as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  proceedings  of  the  circuit  court  of  Duval  County,  Fla.,  and  that 
the  said  Jesse  Williams  has  never  been  pardoned  for  said  offense  by  the  pardoning- 
board  of  the  State  of  Florida,  as  this  deponent  verily  believes. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  J.  H.  NORTON, 

Notary  Public,  Duval  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W.  De 
Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  county  on 
the  7th  da^  of  November,  1876,  one  Edward  Dennis,  a  colored  man,  did  illegally  vote 
the  republican  ticket ;  that  said  Edward  Dennis  had,  previous  to  the  day  of  said  elec- 
tioo,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  larceny,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  records 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Duval  County,  and  tnat  the  said  Edward  Dennis  had  not  been 
pardoned  for  said  offense  by  the  pardoning-board  of  the  State  of  Florida,  as  this  depo- 
nent verily  believes. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAJL.]  SAMUEL  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public,  Duval  County. 

ALLEGED  REPEATERS  WHO   DID  NOT  REPEAT. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Horatio  Jenkins,  jr.,  a  deputy 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Duval,  State  of  Florida,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  examined  the  list  of  names  of  alleged  i:epeaters  whom  it 
is  charged,  in  the  affidavit  of  F.  F.  L.  Engle  and  A.  W.  Da  Costa,  voted  at  one  and  more 
precinct  at  an  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  Duval  County,  Florida, 
and  that  he  has  examined  some  of  the  poll-lists  that  were  kept  by  the  regularly-elected 
clerks  of  said  election  and  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  said  county  of  Duval,  and  also 
the  registration-list  of  said  county  of  Duval,  and  that  he  finds  by  such  examination, 
and  hereby  states,  that  twenty  of  said  alleged  repeaters  did  not  vote  at  more  than  one 
precinct  in  said  county  at  said  election,  as  alleged.  That  as  to  the  remaining  twelve 
names  in  said  list  of  alleged  repeaters,  he  states  that  he  has  not  had  time  to  examite 
them  and  compare  with  poll-lists  since  said  list  of  alleged  repeaters  was  filed.  And 
said  affiant  further  states  that  the  said  A.  W.  Da  Costa,  one  of  the  affiants  herein  re- 
ferred to,  was  present  at  the  La  Villa  precinct,  in  said  county  of  Duval,  and  remained 
there  continuously  during  the  said  election-day,  the  said  affiant,  Horatio  Jenkins,  jr., 
aforesaid,  being  present  with  the  said  Da  Costa  at  said  precinct  on  said  election-day, 
and  that  the  said  Da  Costa  could  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  anything  that  trans- 
pired at  oiher  precincts  in  said  county  on  said  day  of  election. 

HORATIO  JENKINS,  Jr. 

Sworn  to  and  suliscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
The  word  November  erased  on  the  first  and  second  pages  before  signing,  and  Decem- 
ber substituted. 

[SEAL.]  JO.  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 

VOTERS  NOT  REGISTERED. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Before  me  personally  came  J.  Edward  Allen,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
is  a  citizen  of  said  county  and  State,  and  is  book-keeper  and  clerk,  employed  in 
office  of  Col.  J.  J.  Daniel,  of  the  firm  of  Flemming  &  Daniel ;  that  he  has  carefully  ex- 
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amined  the  old  registration-list  in  the  clerk's  offioe  of  said  county,  which  list  he  is  in- 
formed by  the  said  clerk  is  the  fii^t  and  original  list  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  compliance  with  the  law  jof  the  State  providing  for  the  registration  of  voters ; 
that  he  has  also  examined  the  new  registration-list  in  the  said  office,  which  he  is  in- 
formed by  said  clerk  is  a  continuation  and  in  part  a  transcript  of  the  old  registration- 
list,  said  list  comprisiug  the  names  of  all  the  registered  voters  in  said  county,  and  that 
the  names  of  the  following  colored  voters  do  not  appear  upon  either  or  any  of  said 
registration-list ;  that  the  following  voters  were  challenged  as  unregistered  voters  at  a 

general  election  held  in  said  oouuty  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  by  the 
emocratic  challenger,  at  the  several  precincts  set  opposite  their  names,  and  took  the 
oath  prescribed  in  such  cases  and  voted  at  said  election,  as  this  deponent  is  informed 
and  believes,  the  republican  ticket,  to  wit : 

Anderson,  James,  (colored.)  Pottsbury. 

Arend,  Nic  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Berrell,  Samuel,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Northern. 

Blake,  Matthew,  (colored,)  Brooklyn. 

Boston,  Antonio,  (colored,)  Bastern  Jacksonville. 

Bomet,  Andrew,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Western. 

Brown,  A.  J.,  (colored.)  Mandarin. 

Brown,  Anderson,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Western. 

Cooper,  Cain,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Cooper,  Robert,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Collins,  Johnson,  (colored,)  La  ViUa. 

Caldwel,  Samuel,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Cooper,  James,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Colby,  Lewis,  (colored,)  Brooklyn. 

Davis,  Andrew,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

English,  Julius,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Northern.  • 

Fnrgeson,  A.  J.,  (colored,)  Eastern  Jacksonville. 

Greene,  Hazard,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Genimons,  Joseph,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Haywood,  Mc,  (colored.) 

Hardy,  Albert,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Henderson,  Peter,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Western. 

Joshua,  Parmer,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Northern. 

Jones,  Fr{uik,  (colored,)  Reid's  Landing. 

Eernell,  Jacob,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Moore,  Charlie,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Myzell,  Sandy,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Mcintosh,  Joke,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Monson,  (Charley,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Maxell,  George,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Moody,  Noble,  (colored.)  La  Villa. 

Murphy,  T.,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Richards,  .John,  (colored,)  Brooklyn. 

Raokett,  Howard,  (colored,)  East  Jacksonville. 

Roloo,  Haywood,  (colored,)  Reid's  Landing. 

Rett,  Albert,  (colored,)  Mayport. 

Snraringer,  Peter,  (colored,)  Jacksdnville  Northern. 

Singleton,  Henry,  (colored,)  Brooklyn. 

Solomon,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Western. 

Shaw,  February,  (colored,)  Reid's  Landing. 

Stringfellow,  Henry,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Smith,  Bristow,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Sammis,  James,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Sams.  Samuel,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Startling,  Frank,  (colored  J  La  Villa. 

Thoma%  Riley,  (colored,)  Reid's  Landing. 

Van,  Ham.  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Van  Haugnam,  Charley,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

White,  Adam,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Wilson,  York,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Western. 

Williams,  Josiah,  (colored,)  La  Villa. 

Woodward,  C,  (colored,)  Jacksonville  Western. 

Sursner,  Albert,  (colored,)  Brooklyn. 

J.  EDWARD  ALLEK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1P76. 
[SEAL.]  THOS.  MIXEY, 

Notary  Public 
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State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Persoually  appeared  before  me  J.  Edward  Alleo  and  Francis  F.  L.  Eugle,  who,  beio^ 
duly  Bworn,  say  that  tbey,  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  1876,  personally  applied  to 
Edwin  Higgins,  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county;  requested  him 
to  examine  the  registration-books  in  his  office  and  verify  the  affidavit  above,  made  by 
J.  Edward  Allen,  tendering  him  whatever  fees  he  might  demand  for  said  examination 
and  certificate  of  verification ;  that  the  said  clerk,  in  answer  to  such  request,  replied 
that  he  would  make  su^h  examination,  but  could  not  complete  the  same  so  as  to  make 
a  certificate  as  to  the  result  thereof  until  the  Saturday  following,  to  wit,  the  23d  day  or 
November.  Whereupon  the  said  deponents  left  a  C4jpy  of  the  above  list  of  fraudulent 
voters  with  the  said  olerk  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

F.  F.  L.  ENGLE. 

J.  EDWAKD  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2-2d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

TH08.  H.  MAXEY, 

Notary  Public. 

COULD  NOT  CONTROL  THE  CLERK. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Francis  F.  L.  Engle,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
he  is  an  attorney  at  law  and  well  acquainted  with  the  laws  governing  the  registration 
of  voters  in  this  State ;  that  his  business  as  an  attorney  at  law  requires  him  to  visit 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county;  that  on  one  occasion 
while  in  said  office,  just  previous  to  the  late  general  election  in  said  county,  he  saw  a 
colored  man  offer  his  name  to  the  said  clerk  for  registration  as  Prince  Albert;  that  the 
man  was  duly  registered  by  said  clerk,  whereupon  the  said  affiant  exhibited  to  the 
clerk  the  Dame  of  said  colored  man  already  recorded  on  the  register  as  Albert  Prince, 
and  requested  the  clerk  to  make  a  note  thereof  on  the  mar^n  of  the  register  to  prevent 
the  appearance  of  the  said  name  in  two  places  upon  the  printed  lists  Ti^en  tbey  should 
be  prepared  for  use  at  the  election-precincts  of  said  county,  which  the  said  clerk  re- 
fused positively  to  do.  The  said  affiant  further  says,  under  his  said  oath,  that  upon 
another  occasion,  when  in  the  said  office,  he  saw  a  colored  man  offer  his  name  to  said 
clerk  for  registration  as  Gilbert  Caswell,  and  was  duly  registered  by  said  name,  and 
that  he,  the  said  affiant,  at  once  recognized  the  said  Gilbert  as  a  prisoner  whom  he,  the 
said  affiant,  had  defended  before  the  circuit  court  in  said  county  against  a  charge  of 
larceny  under  and  by  the  name  of  Gilbert  Anderson,  and  the  said  affiant  then  and  there 
charged  the  safd  Gilbert  with  the  said  fraudulent  registration,  and  demanded  of  the 
said  clerk  that  the  said  Gilbert  be  refused  registration  under  the  said  assumed  name  of 
Gilbert  Caswell,  he  having  been  previously  registered  by  the  name  of  Elbert  Anderson ; 
bat  that  the  said  clerk  refused  to  correct  said  fraudulent  registration  or  to  make  any 
ioqnirv  into  said  fraud;  and  the  said  affiant  charges  that  the  names  Gilbert  Caswell 
and  Elbert  Anderson  both  appear  upon  the  printed  copies  of  the  register  used  at  the 
polls  in  said  county,  and  both  refer  to  the  same  man. 

F.  F.  L.  ENGLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  '  THOS,  H.  MAXEY, 

Notary  Public 

AS  TO  ALLEGED  REPEATERS. 

State  of  Florida,  connty  of  Leon : 

On  this — day  of  December,  1876,  personally  appeared  before  me  Edwin  Higgins,  who 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  he  is  olerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for 
Duval  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  has  held  such  office  since  April,  1875 ;  that  aa 
such  clerk  he  has  charge  of  the  registration  of  electors  of  said  county,  and  the  regis- 
tration list  of  the  same.  That  he  has  carefully  examined  the  affidavit  made  by  J. 
Edward  Allen,  in  regard  to  the  names  of  persons  voting  in  said  county,  at  the  election 
held  therein  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  which  do  not  appear  upon  the  registra- 
tion-list of  said  connty.  That  the  said  list  of  names  mentioned  in  said  affidavit, 
amounting  to  fifty-three  in  number,  was  not,  nor  was  copy  of  said  list,  left  with  him 
fmr  examination  by  said  Allen  and  one  F.  F.  L.  Engle ;  but  that  a  copy  of  a  list  of 
names,  fortv-eight  in  number,  was  left  with  him,  forty-seven  of  which  names  appear 
in  the  said  list  of  fifty-three  names.  That  the  deponent  did  examine  said  list  so  left 
with  him  with  the  registration -books  in  his  office  and  found  the  names  of  eight  persons^ 
whose  names  appear  upon  said  list,  upon  the  registration-books  of  said  county,  to  wit, 
the  names  of  Nick  Arend,  Julius  English,  Ja^e  Mcintosh,  Noble  Moody,  S.  Henry 
Stringfellow,  Briston  Smith,  James  Lammis,  and  Frank  Starliup; ;  and  this  deponent 
further  states  that  upon  further  examination  and  comparison  of  said  list  of 
names  so  furnished  him  with  the  said  registration-books,  he  found  three  of  said  names 
on  said  list  to  have  been  struck  off  from  said  books,  to  wit,  the  names  of  Billy  Thomas, 
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Peter  Henderson  and  Frank  Jones.  And  this  deponent  f  artber  states  that  be  compared 
the  list  of  names  so  famished  him  with  the  poll-lists  of  the  various  preoiocts,  on  file 
in  his  office,  and  finds  that  the  names  of  eight  persons,  on  said  list  so  famished  him, 
do  not  appear  npon  the  poll-lists  of  the  precincts  at  which  it  is  alleged  said  persons 
voted,  to  wit,  the  names  of  A.  J.  Brown,  Anderson  Brown,  Peter  Swearinger,  Har^ 
Singleton,  Joseph  Solomon,  York  Wilson,  C.  Woodward,  and  Lewis  Colby.  And  this 
deponent  farther  states,  that  npon  said  examination  he  found  the  names  of  eleven  per- 
sons npon  the  registration-books  of  said  connty,  which  closely  resembled  the  names  of 
eleven  persons  whose  names  appear  npon  said  list  of  names  fumished  by  said  Allen,  to 
wit,  the  names  of  James  Anderson,  Samuel  Caldwell,  A.  J.  Ferguson,  MoHayward, 
Palmer  Joshua,  Jacob  Kemell,  Charlie  Monroe,  Charlie  Monson,  George  Maxall« 
Cheney  Van  Hnghn,  and  Lewis  Colby. 

And  this  deponent  farther  states  that  he  knows  of  only  one  person  who  was  arrested 
for  illegal  voting  in  said  county  of  Duval  at  said  election,  on  aooount  of  having  been 
previously  convicted  of  a  felony,,  and  that  said  person,  who  was  a  colored  repanlican, 
was  brought  before  Justice  Whitney  for  examination,  whereupon  he  exhibited  a  par- 
don for  the  crime  of  which  he  had  been  convicted,  and  was  discharged. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  large. 

AFFIDAVm  OF  J.  J.  DANIKL. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Section  9  of  the  general  election-law  'of  the  State  of  Florida  provides  that  the 
county  commissioners  shall,  within  thirty  days  preceding  the  day  on  which  any  elec- 
tion shall  be  held,  designate  as  many  voting-places  in  the  county  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  electors. 

Previous  to  the  12th  of  last  October  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  were, 
and  for  several  months  had  been,  N.  K.  Sawyer,  M.  Bowes,  T.  Hartridge,  (white,)  and 
£.  Fortune  and  Abram  Grant,  (colored.)  In  political  affiliations  these  commissioners 
were  divided  thus :  Sawyer,  independent ;  Hartridge,  democrat ;  Bowes,  Fortune,  and 
Grant,  republican. 

It  was  believed  that  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  constituted  as  it  then  was, 
would  carry  out  the  law  in  good  faith  and  execute  their  duties  in  connection  with  the 
pending  election  honestly  and  impartially. 

But  as  it  was  not  intended  bv  those  inofficial  authority  superior  to  the  commis- 
sioners that  *^  the  convenience  of  electors"  should  be  consultea  in  designating  the 
voting-places,  but  that  party  expediency  only  should  rule,  it  was  necessary  to  make  a 
change  in  the  members  of  the  board,  and  T.  Hartridge,  who  had  been  elected  as  chair- 
man bv  the  board,  was  selected  as  the  one  to  be  removed,  he  being  considered  the  main 
obstacle  to  the  perversion  of  the  powers  of  the  board  to  partisan  political  purposes. 

The  secretary  of  state  accordingly  addressetl  him  a  letter  asking  for  his  resignation, 
which  he  declined  to  give. 

The  governor  thereupon  issued  an  order  removing  T.  Hartridge  from  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  **  for  reasons  deemed  sufficient  by  him,"  no  other  cause  of  re- 
moval being  assigned,  and  appointing  C.  D.  Brigham,  an  active  partisan  of  the  gov- 
ernor's, to  fill  Hartridge's  place. 

The  constitution  allows  the  governor  to  remove  county  commissioners,  "  when  in  his 
judgement  the  public  welfare  will  be  advanced  thereby  :  Provide  no  officers  shall  be 
removed  except  for  willfnl  neglect  of  duty,  or  a  violation  of  the  criminal  laws  of  this 
State,  or  for  incompetency." 

The  executive  order  removing  Hartridge  was  therefore  invalid,  inasmuch  as  it  did 
hot  fill  the  constitutional  requirement.  But  Hartridge,  declining  to  make  any  contest 
to  retain  an  office  in  which  he  had  no  personal  interest,  and  which  was  a  burden  to 
him,  quietly  vacated,  and  Brigham  was  installed. 

The  board  thus  reorganized,  met,  and  on  the  12th  of  October  abolished,  or  rather  re- 
fused to  re-designate  the  two  voting-places  known  as  Geiger's  and  Yellow  Bluff,  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  county,  distant,  by  the  usual  routes  of  travel,  about  twelve 
and  sixteen  miles  respectively  from  Jacksonville,  the  county-town  ;  in  which  northern 
portion  of  said  county  at  least  one  voting-place  existed  for  more  than  twenty-five  years : 
one  of  the  reasons  assigned  through  the  said  Brigham  for  such  refusal  as  to  one  of 
the  said  voting-places  being  that  there  had  not  been  a  single  republican  vote  cast 
there  at  the  last  election. 

The  board  also  refused  to  grant  an  application  for  the  designation  of  three  other 
voting-places,  to  enable  large  numbers  of  democratic  electors  to  conveniently  cast 
their  votes ;  these  voting-places  asked  for  and  refused  being  each  many  miles  distant 
from  any  other  voting-place. 

But  the  board,  for  the  convenience  of  the  electors  of  the  republican  party,  and,  as  is 
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beliered,  to  aid  them  in  oarryiog  the  election,  established  a  new  voting-place  in  the 
town  of  Jacksonville,  thus  concentrating  in  and  around  said  town  six  of  the  eleven 
votin^^-places  in  the  connty,  only  two  of  the  six  being  a  mile  apart. 

Besides  these  six  voting-places  two  others  were  within  three  miles  of  Jacksonville, 
leaving  but  three  voting-places  for  the  convenience  of  the  remaining  electors,  who 
are  chiefly  democratic,  in  a  large  connty  divided  by  the  river  St.  Johns,  more  than  a 
mile  wide,  and  by  several  other  navigable  streams  tributary  to  said  river. 

J.  J.  DANIEL, 
T.  E.  BUCKMAN. 
State  of  Florida, County: 

Before  me  personally  came  J.  J.  Daniel,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  daly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  that  he  has  read  the  foregoing  statement,  and  knows  the  contents 
thereof,  that  all  of  the  facts  stated  therein  are  trae  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  in  so  far 
as  it  states  that  the  secretary  of  state  requested  T.  Hartridge  to  resign,  and  that  said 
Hartridffe  refused  to  do  so,  and  that  the  governor  issued  an  order  removing  said  Hart- 
ridge and  appointing  C.  D.  Bri^ham  in  his  stead ;  that  said  excepted  facts  are  stated  on 
information  which  affiant  believes  to  be  true.  Affiant  further  says  that  he  is  the 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  democratic  party  of  said  county ;  was 
present  before  the  board  of  connty  commissioners  of  said  county  when  the  applica- 
tions for  the  redesignatlon  of  the  voting-places  called  Geiger's  and  Yellow  Bluff,  and 
for  the  designation  of  the  three  new  voting-places  in  said  connty,  mentioned  in  the 
above  statement,  were  considered  by  said  board,  and  urged  the  granting  of  said  appli- 
cations, and  knows  that  the  proceedings  thereupon  of  said  board  are  correctly  stated 
above. 

J.J.DANIEL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  November,  1876. 

W.  A.  McLEAN, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Before  me,  the  connty  judge  in  and  for  said  county  and  State,  this  day  personally 
came  Thomas  E.  Buckman,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  said  county  and  State,  and  a  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  conservative-democratic  party  of  said  county ;  that  he  has  read  the  fore- 
going statement  subscribed  by  him,  and  knows  the  contents  thereof;  that  the  matters 
therein  stated  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 

T.  E.  BUCKMAN. 
Sworn  to  and' subscribed  before  me  this  27th  November,  1876. 

W.  A.MCLEAN, 

Connty  Judge. 

STATKBCBin'  OF  W.  A.  MCLBAN. 

Sate  of  Florida,  County  of  Dnval : 

To  the  State  board  of  canvassers  of  the  return  of  the  election  held  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 : 
Whereas,  by  provision  of  law,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  county  Jodge  and  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  several  counties  of  said  State  to  meet  at  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  on  the  sixth  day  after  a  general  election,  unless  the  returns  shall  have 
been  sooner  received,  and  caU  to  their  assistance  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and 
publiclv  canvass  the  returns  of  election  held  in  such  county,  and  certify  the  result 
thereof  to  the  governor  and  secretary  of  state ;  and  whereas  a  general  election  was 
held  in  the  several  counties  of  said  State,  including  the  county  of  Duval,  in  which 
said  connty  of  Dnval  the  said  election  was  held  on  said  day  for  electors  of  President 
and  Yice-Fresident  of  the  United  States,  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  a  Representative  in  the  Con  jpress  of  the  United  States  from  the  second 
congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Florida,  two  representatives  in  the  general 
assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida  from  the  county  of  Duval,  and  twelve  constables  in 
and  for  the  said  connty  of  Duval :  and  whereas  the  returns  from  all  the  precincts  of  said 
county  of  Duval,  the  connty  judge  and  the  clerk  of  the  circoit  court  of  said  county, 
met  at  the  office  of  said  clerk  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  ten  o'cIock 
a.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  board  of  canvassers  to  canvass  the  returns  of 
said  election  as  provided  by  law,  at  which  time  the  county  judge  nominated  and 
proposed  to  call  to  their  assistance  as  the  third  member  of  said  canvassing-board, 
Juoson  W.  Whitney,  esq.,  a  dul^  commissioned  and  qualified  justice  of  the  peace  of 
said  county,  to  which  said  nomination  the  said  clerk  would  not  assent,  but  refused  to 
call  in  the  said  Judson  W.  Whitney,  as  aforesaid,  or  to  assign  a  reaflon  for  such  refusal ; 
whereupon,  on  motion  of  said  county  ludge,  an  adjournment  was  had  until  ten  o'clock 
the  next  day^  November  10th,  A.  D.,  1876,  at  which  said  time,  pursuant  to  adjourn- ' 
ment,  the  said  county  judge  and  the  clerk  aforesaid  met  at  the  office  of  said  clerk 
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Vheii  the  said  ooanty  Judge  renewed  hU  motion  and  proposed  to  call  to  their  assist 
ance  as  the  third  memher  of  said  oanvassinff-board  the  said  Jndson  W.  Whitney,  jas 
tice  of  the  peace  aforesaid,  to  which  the  said  clerk  would  not  assent  nor  assign  a  reason 
for  snch  refnsal,  and  as  the  said  canvass  could  not  be  made  in  the  absence  of  a  ihird 
member  of  said  board,  the  said  county  Judge  made  an  adjournment  to  the  next  day, 
to  which  the  said  clerk  would  not  assent,  but,  contrary  to  law,  without  the  consent  of 
the  said  county  judge,  and  against  the  protest  of  said  county  judge,  the  said  Edwin  Hig- 
gins,  clerk  aforesaid,  called  to  his  assistance  one  John  L.  Edwards,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
of  said  county,  and  attempted  to  proceed  with  said  canvass,  the  solemn  protest  of  the  said 
county  judge  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  the  said  county  judge,  in  order  to 
secure  the  citizens  of  said  county  of  Duval,  as  well  as  all  the  people  of  said  State  of 
Florida  and  of  the  United  States,  in  their  rights,  to  the  end  that  an  illegal  canvass 
might  be  prevented  and  full  iustice  be  done  in  the  premises,  continued  to  protest 
against  the  said  John  L.  Edwaros  being  called  in  as  the  third  member  of  said  board 
without  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  county  judge  aforesaid,  and  against  the 
said  illegal  proceeding  of  the  said  clerk,  the  county  judge  aforesaid  entered  his  solemn 
protest  in  writing,  a  duly  certified  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  exhibit 
**  A,"  and  made  a  part  hereof,  but  the  said  Edwin  L.  Higgins,  clerk  aforesaid,  disre- 
garding the  written  and  verbal  protests  of  the  said  county  judge,  proceeded  to  canvass 
or  pretended  to  canvass  what  the  said  clerk  claimed  to  be  returns  of  said  election  from 
papers  then  in  the  possession  of  said  clerk,  which  said  papers  the  county  judge  did  not 
inspect,  but  has  reason  to  believe,  and  does  verily  believe,  that  said  papers  then  in  the 
possession  of  said  clerk  were  not  the  true  and  correct  returns  from  each  and  all  the 
precincts  in  said  county  of  Duval,  and  whatever  canvass  or  pretended  canvass  may 
have  been  made  by  the  said  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk,  and  the  said  John  L.  Edwards,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  is  hereby  declared  to  nave  been  without  the  consent  and  against  the 
solemn  protests  of  the  county  judge  of  the  said  county  of  Duval. 

On  the  nth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  Ii*t76,  the  county  Judge  of  the  aforesaid  county 
again  appeared  at  the  office  of  said  clerk  and  notified  the  said  clerk  that  he,  the  said 
county  judge,  was  ready  to  proceed  to  organize  a  canvassing-board,  and  to  canvass 
the  returns  of  said  election,  but  the  said  clerk  refused  to  assist  in  organizing  a  board 
of  canvassers  and  making  such  canvass. 

On  Monday,  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  being  the  sixth  day  after  said 
election,  the  county  judffe  of  said  county  appeared  at  the  office  of  the  derk  aforesaid, 
and  notified  the  said  clerk  that  the  said  13th  day  of  November  was  the  day  on  which 
a  legal  canvass  could  be  made,  and  requested  the  said  clerk  to  assist  in  organizing 
a  board  of  canvassers  and  proceed  to  canvass  the  returns  of  said  election ;  all  which 
the  said  clerk  refused  to  do,  then  and  there  pretending  that  a  canvass  had  already 
been  made,  which  said  refusal  of  the  clerk  ubresaid,*  rendering  the  said  county  judge 
powerless,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  county  judge,  intended  to  deprive  the  citizens 
of  said  county  and  State,  and  of  the  United  States,  of  the  legitimate  results  of  said 
election  in  said  county  of  Duval,  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  W.  A.  McLean,  county  judge,  in  and  for  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  do  enter  this,  my  solemn  protest,  against  the  assumption  of  authority  at- 
tempted to  be  exercised  by  the  said  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  aforesaid,  and  against  all 
and  singular  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  clerk  in  the  premises,  and  a^nst  all  and 
singular  the  acts  and  doings  or  the  said  clerk  and  the  said  John  L.  Hig^ms,  assuming 
to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers  as  aforesaid ;  and  I  do  further  protest  and  publish  this, 
my  declaration,  that  the  result  of  the  pretended  canvass  of  said  election  in  said  county 
by  the  said  clerk  and  the  said  Edwards,  assuming  to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers,  as 
the  same  appears  of  record  in  the  office  of  said  clerk,  is  cast  in  said  county  of  Duval 
at  the  election  held  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  as  appears  by  the  returns, 
certified  by  precinct  inspectors,  and  delivered  to  tiie  county  Judge  of  said  county  of 
Duval,  and  as  may  be  further  shown  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  precinct  inspectors  and 
other  persons  of  the  highest  respectability  who  were  present  and  voted  at  said  election 
on  said  day. 

And  1  do  further  protest  and  publish  this  my  declaration  that  the  certificate  made 
and  signed  by  the  said  Higgins  and  Edwards,  appended  to  the  certificate  of  the  pre- 
tended and  illegal  canvass,  under  or  pretended  to  be  made  by  them,  assuming  to  act 
as  a  board  of  canvassers,  as  the  same  appears  of  record  in  the  office  of  said  clerk,  to 
the  efiect  that  the  county  judge  of  said  county  was  present  as  a  niember  of  said  board 
during  the  whole  of  the  time  of  such  pretended  and  illegal  canvass  and  refused  to 
sign  the  certificate  of  result  of  said  election,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  without  founda- 
tion in  truth,  and  is,  in  the  opinion  of  said  county  judge,  intended  to  deceive  and  mis- 
lead the  State  board  of  canvassers,  and  thereby  deprive  the  citizens  of  said  county  and 
State  and  of  the  Uiyted  States  of  the  honest  and  legitimate  result  of  the  election  held 
in  said  county  of  Duval  on  said  day  ;  and,  further,  that  the  county  judge  aforesaid  was 
at  no  time  present  consenting  to  or  concurring  in  the  pretended  and  illegal  canvass 
attempted  to  be  under  as  aforesaid  ;  but  the  said  county  judge  did  protest  and  object  and 
continued  to  protest  against  and  object  to  all  and  singular  the  acts  and  doings  o(  tbe 
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said  clerk  in  the  premises,  and  against  all  and  singular  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said 
Higgins  and  the  said  Edwards  in  assuming  to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers  as  aforesaid 
witboat  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  county  judge  of  the  county  aforesaid. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  this  15th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W,  A.  McLEAN, 
County  Judge  for  Duval  County,  Florida. 

To  Edwin  Higgins,  derk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Duval  County,  Florida : 

Sir  :  I  protest  against  a  canvass  of  the  election-returns  of  the  election  held  in  this 
county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  being  made  by  yon  and  a  justice  of  the  peace 
Dot  consented  to  by  me.  I  have  not  and  do  not  consent  to  the  calling  in  of  John  L. 
Edwards  as  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  make  said  canvass,  I  having  nominated  Judson 
W.  Whitney,  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  ooonty,  to  assist  in  said  canvass.  I  still  ad- 
here to  said  nomination,  and  am  ready  and  willing  to  proceed  with  said  canvass  with 
yourself  and  him  as  a  board. 
November  10, 1876. 

W.  A.  McLEAN, 
County  Judge  for  Duval  County,  Florida. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  originaL 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  15th  day  of  November,  1876. 

W.  A.  McLEAN, 
County  Judge  for  Duval  County,  Florida. 

PROTESTS  OF  DEMOCRATIC  CANDIDATES. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Now  come  James  M.  Baker,  James  H.  Paine,  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  conservative  democratic  party  of  the  State  of  Florida ;  J.  J.  Daniels, 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  said  party,  for  the  second  congressional 
district,  and  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  said  party  for  the  county  of 
Duval,  and  Wilkinson  Call,  a  candidate  of  said  party  in  said  State  for  presidential 
and  vice-presidential  elector,  who  was  voted  for  at  an  election  held  on  the  seventh 
day  of  this  November,  in  said  county,  all  citizens  of  said  State  and  county,  who  say 
that  on  the  ninth  day  of  this  November  the  Hon.  William  McLean,  county  judge 
of  said  county,  and  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  said  county,  all  the 
returns  of  said  election  having  been  received,  met  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  to  organize 
the  board  for  canvassing  the  votes  cast  at  said  election  in  said  county ;  that  the  said 
W.  A.  McLean,  judge  aforesaid,  proposed  to  call  in  Judson  W.  Whitney,  esq.,  a  duly- 
qualified  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  as  the  third  member  of  the  board 
of  canvassers;  that  the  said  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  aforesaid,  refused  to  consent  to  the 
said  Whitney  as  justice  of  the  peace  acting  upon  said  board,  assigning  as  reason  for 
such  refusal  that  said  Whitney  was  not  iu  good  standi-ng  in  the  republican  party ;  that 
said  Higgins  then  nominated  and  pronoseid  W.  W.  Sampson,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
said  county,  as  the  third  member  ot  the  board  of  canvassers,  to  which  the  said 
McLean  refused  to  accede,  unless  a  good  and  substantial  reason  be  assigned  why  the 
nomination  of  the  said  Whitney  should  not  be  accepted  by  the  said  Higgins. 

The  said  McLean  and  the  said  Higgins  then  adjourned  further  proce^ings  in  respect 
to  the  organization  of  said  board  until  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  next  day. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  November  the  said  Edwin  Higgins  and  W.  A.McTjean  again  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  and  the  said  Higgins  again 
nominated  the  said  W.  W.  Sampson  as  the  third  member  of  the  board,  and  the  said 
McLean  again  nominated  the  said  Judson  W.  Whitney  as  the  third  member  of  the  said 
board ;  to  which  nominations  neither  would  accede. 

The  said  McLean  then  proposed  an  adjournment  until  next  day  at  ten  o'clock,  to 
which  the  said  Higgins  refused  to  accede. 

The  said  Higgins  then  nominated  and  called  to  his  aid  John  L.  Edwards,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  said  county,  to  be  a  member  of  said  board  of  canvassers. 

The  said  W.  A.  McLean  refused  to  accede  to  said  nomination,  or  consent  that  the 
said  Edwards  should  act  as  a  member  of  said  board. 

Whereupon  the  said  Higgins  called  the  said  Edwards  to  the  table,  told  him  to  be 
eeat«d,  and  announced  that  he  and  the  said  Edwards,  as  the  canvassing  board,  would 
canvasB  and  count  the  returns  and  votes  of  said  county  cast  at  said  election,  which 
they  then  proceeded  to  do,  against  and  notwithstanding  the  objection  and  protest  of 
the  said  McLean. 

Whereupon  the  said  James  M.  Baker,  James  H.  Paine,  J.  J.  Daniels,  and  Wilkinson 
Call  did  protest  agratinst  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Edwin  Higgins, 
clerk  aforesaid,  and  the  said  John  L.  Edwards ;  and  not  in  any  wise  consenting  or  com- 
mitting themselves  to  the  validity  of  said  proceedings,  did  demand  that  they,  the  said 
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HiggiDB  and  Edwards,  who  were  a^framing  to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers  of  said  elec- 
tion, should  produce  and  permit  to  be  inspected  the  ballot-boxes  used  and  the  baHots 
cast  at  said  election,  and  tne  poll-books  nsed  therein,  and  all  notices,  protests,  and  other 

5apers  and  documents  filed  or  delivered  with  them.  And  the  said  James  M.  Raker, 
ames  H.  Paine,  J.  J.  Daniels,  and  Wilkinson  Call  did  then  and  there  charge  that  the 
returns  of  said  election  were  incorrect  and  did  not  truly  give  the  votes  which  were 
cast  at  said  election,  and  that  to  determine  truly  the  result  thereof  it  was  necessary  to 
count  the  ballots  and  compare  them  with  the  poU-lists  ;  but  the  said  Edwin  Higffins 
and  John  L.  Edwards,  assuming  to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers  aforesaid,  refused  to 
comply  with  said  demand,  or  any  portion  thereof. 

Whereupon  the  said  James  M.  Baker,  J.  H.  Pain^and  J.J.Daniels,  for  themselves 
and  those  whom  they  represent,  and  Ij  Wilkinson  Call,  for  myself  and  for  the  other 
candidates  of  said  party  for  presidential  and  vice-presidential  electors,  who  with  me 
were  voted  for  at  said  election,  and  for  those  who  cast  their  votes  for  us,  did  then  and 
there  protest,  and  do  now  protest,  against  all  and  singular  the  said  assumptions  and 
refusals  of  the  said  Edwin  Higgins,  and  of  the  said  John  L.  Edwards,  and  against  all 
their  acts  and  doings  in  the  assumed  capacity  of  a  board  of  canvassers  of  the  said  elec- 
tion ;  and  we  demand  that  this  our  written  protest  be  filed  by  the  said  Higgins  as  clerk 
of  the  said  court,  and  be  preserved  with  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  said  election. 

JAMES  M.  BAKER, 
JAMES  H.  PAINE, 
Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Conservative 
Democratic  party  of  the  St-ate  of  Florida. 
J.  J.  DANIELS, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  said  party  for  the  Second 
Congressional  District,  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  said  party  for  the  county  of  Duval. 
WILKINSON  CALL, 
Candidate  of  said  party  in  said  State  for  Presidential 
and  Vice-Presidential  Elector. 

Signed  before  me,  a  notary  public  of  said  county,  on  the  11th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1«76. 

THOMAS  W.  MAXEY, 

Notary  Public 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  on  file  in  my  oflSce. 

November  16, 1876. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Now  came  Jesse  J.  Finley,  a  citizen  of  said  county,  and  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of 
this  month,  and  previous  thereto,  he  was  a  candidate  for  election  to  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  from  the  Second  district  of  Florida,  and  at  the 
election  held  on  that  dav  was  voted  for  for  said  office  in  the  county  aforesaid. 

That  on  the  9th  day  of  the  same  November  the  Hon.  William  A.  McLean,  county 
judge  of  said  county,  and  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  said  county,  all 
the  returns  of  said  election  having  been  received,  met  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  to  organise 
the  board  for  canvassing  the  votes  cast  at  said  election  in  said  county.  That  the  said 
W.  A.  McLean,  Judge  aforesaid,  proposed  to  call  in  Jndson  W.  Whitney,  esq.,  a  dnly- 
qnalified  justice  of  the  pneace  in  and  for  said  county,  as  the  third  member  of  the  board 
of  can vassers.  That  said  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  aforesaid,  refused  to  consent  to  the 
said  Whitney,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  acting  upon  said  board,  assigning  for  reason  for 
such  refusal,  that  said  Whitney  was  not  in  good  standingin  the  republican  ^arty. 

That  said  Higgins  then  nominated  and  proposed  W.  W.  Sampson,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  said  county,  as  the  third  member  of  the  board  of  can  vassers,  to  which  the  said 
McLean  refused  to  accede  unless  a  good  and  substantial  reason  be  assigned  why  the 
nomination  of  the  said  Whitney  should  not  be  accepted  bv  said  Higgins. 

The  said  McLean  and  the  said  Hig^ns  then  adioumed  nirther  proceedings  in  respect 
to  the  organization  of  said  board  until  ten  o^dock  a.  m.  of  the  next  day. 

On  the  10th  day  of  November  the  said  Edwin  Higgins  and  W.  A.  McLean  a^in  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  and  the  said  Higgins  again 
nominated  the  said  W.  W.  Sampson  as  the  third  member  of  said  canvassing-board, 
and  the  said  McLean  again  nominated  the  said  Judson  W.  Whitney  as  the  third  mem- 
ber of  said  canvassing-board ;  to  which  nomination  neither  would  agree.  The  said 
McLean  then  proposed  an  acyonrnment  until  next  day  at  ten  o'clock,  to  which  the  said 
Higgins  refused  to  accede. 

The  said  Higgins  nominated  and  called  to  his  aid  John  L.  Edwards,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  said  county,  to  be  a  member  of  said  board  of  canvassers.  The  said  W.  A. 
McLean  refused  to  accede  to  said  nomination  or  consent  that  the  said  Edwards  should 
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act  as  a  member  of  said  board.  Wberenpoii  the  said  Higffins  called  the  said  Edwards 
to  the  table,  told  him  to  be  seated,  and  announced  that  ne  and  the  said  Edwards  as 
the  canvassing-board  would  canvass  and  count  the  returns  and  rotes  of  said  county 
cast  at  said  election,  which  they  then  proceeded  to  do,  against  and  notwithBtanding 
the  objection  and  protest  of  the  said  McLea^i.  Whereupon  the  safd  Jesse  J.  Finley  did 
protest  against  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Edwin  Higgins,  cleric  afore- 
said, and  the  said  John  L.  Edwards;  and  not  any  wise  consenting  or  committing  him- 
self to  the  validity  of  their  proceedings,  did  demand  that  the  said  HiiCgins  an4 
Edwards,  who  were  assuming  to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers  of  the  said  election, 
should  produce  and  permit  to  be  inspected  the  ballot-boxes  used  and  the  ballots  cast 
at  said  election,  and  the  poll-books  used  therein,  and  all  notices,  protests,  and  other 
papers  and  documents  filed  or  delivered  with  them.  And  the  said  Jesse  J.  Finley 
did  then  and  there,  by  and  through  his  counsel  and  attorney,  charge  that  the  returns 
of  said  election  were  incorrect  and  did  not  truly  give  the  votes  which  were  cast  at 
said  election;  and  that  to  determine  truly  the  result  thereof,  it  was  necessary  to  count 
the  ballots  and  compare  them  with  the  poll-lists;  but  the  said  Edwin  Higgins  and 
John  L.  Edwards,  assuming  to  act  as  a  board  of  canvassers  aforesaid,  refus^to  com- 
ply with  said  demand,  or  any  portion  thereof. 

wherefore  I,  the  said  Jesse  J.  Finley,  for  myself  and  for  those  who  cast  their  votes 
for  me,  did  there  and  then  protest,  and  do  now  protest,  against  all  and  singular  the 
said  assumptions  and  refusals  of  the  said  Edwin  Higgins  and  of  the  said  John  L. 
Edwards,  and  against  all  their  acts  and  doings  in  the  assumed  capacity  of  a  board  of 
canvassers  of  the  said  election ;  and  I  demand  that  this  my  written  protest  be  filed 
by  the  said  Higgins  as  clerk  of  the  said  court  and  be  preserved,  with  all  the  papers 
connected  with  the  said  election. 

JESSE  J.  FINLEY. 

Signed  before  me,  a  notary  public  of  said  county,  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876. 

[8BAL.]  J.  H.  H.  B0UR8, 

Notary  Public. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  my  office. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

November  16, 1876. 

STATEMENT  OP  THE  COUNTY  CLERK. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

On  this  1st  day  of  December,  1876,  i>er8onally  appeared  before  me  Edwin  Higgins,  who 
deposes  and  says  that  he  is  the  county  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  conntv 
of  Duval,  in  said  State,  and  has  held  said  position  since  April,  1875 ;  that  as  such  clerk 
he  has  had  charge  of  the  registration  of  tne  voters  in  said  county,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  canvassing-board  of  said  county ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  day  of  November, 
1876,  the  Hon.  William  A.  McLean,  Judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  county,  appeared 
at  his  office  at  Jacksonville  to  organize  a  canvassing-board  to  canvass  the  returns  of 
the  election  held  in  said  county  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876,  the  returns  of  said  election 
being  all  in  and  on  file  in  hisoffice ;  that  he  then  proceeded  with  said  Judge  to  organize  the 
canvassing-board  as  required  by  law;  that  the  said  Judge  nominated  as  the  Justice  of 
the  peace  to  assist  at  said  canvass  one  J.  W.  Whitney,  and  that  he,  the  said  clerk, 
nominated  one  W.  W.  Sampson,  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county;  that 
they  failed  to  agree  upon  the  justice  to  be  called  in,  and  therefore  adjourned  to  the 
next  rooming  ;  tnat  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  confidentially  received  informa- 
tion that  the  democratic  party  expected  to  have  two  democrats  upon  said  county  can- 
vassing-board, and  that  certain  irregularities  would  be  made  to  appear  in  the  papers 
concerning  said  election,  whereby  he  feared  the  tme  vote  of  the  county  would  not  be 
canvassed ;  that  he  was  also  informed  and  believed  that  the  said  Judge  and  the  said 
J.  W.  Whitney  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  lOth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  the  said  judge  again  came  into  his  office,  and  after  meeting  to  organize  the 
canvassing-board,  the  said  judge  again  nominated  the  said  Whitney  and  this  deponent 
again  nominated  the  said  Sampson,  to  which  nomination  the  said  Judge  would  not 
agree,  and  moved  again  to  acHouro ;  that  this  deponent  would  not  consent  to  an  ad- 
journment, and  asked  the  saidjudge  if  he  would  name  any  other  justice,  to  which  the 
said  judge  replied  that  *'Mr.  Whitney's  nomination  had  not  been  disposed  of  yet.'' 

That  this  deponent  then  called  to  their  assistance  one  John  L.  Edwards,  a  justice  of 
the  peac^  in  said  county,  who  was  present,  and  who  took  his  seat  at  the  table :  and  he 
this  said  deponent  then  proceeded  to  canvass  the  returns  of  said  election  on  file  In  his 
office,  the  said  judge  refusing  to  assist  in  making  said  canvass,  but  again  moved  to 
acUoum ;  that  this  deponent  and  the  said  Edwards  then  proceeded  to  canvass  and  did 
canvass  the  returns  of  said  election.  That  the  said  judge  was  present  during  the 
whole  time  said  canvass  was  in  progress;  that  after  the  return  of  said  canvass  was 
made  oat  he  presented  it  to  the  judge  for  his  signature,  but  that  the  said  judge 
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refused  to  sign  the  same ;  that  the  said  Judge  made  no  objections  to  the  correctneae  of 
said  retam  to  the  State  canTassiug-boara.  And  this  deponent  farther  states  that  the 
said  return  represents  the  true  vote  cast  in  said  county  at  said  election,  as  appears 
from  the  precinct  retnrns  on  file  in  this  office. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS. 
Sworn  to  and  snheoribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 
[8BAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public 

ANSWER  BT  THB  RSPUBUCAN  CANDIDATES. 

In  answer  to  specification  first,  respondents  say  that  there  was  a  legally-organized 
body  of  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  of  Duval,  and  by  such  board  the  canvass  of 
the  vote  of  that  countv  was  duly  and  properly  made  and  certified  to  the  secretary  of 
state  and  governor  o€  the  State,  as  required  by  law ;  respondents  allege  relative  to 
the  &cts,  the  truth  to  be  that  the  clerk  and  judge  of  said  county  met  at  said  clerk's 
office  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1876,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  canvass ;  that 
said  clerk  and  judge  could  not  agree  upon  the  justice  of  the  peace,  one  Judson  W. 
Whitney:  but  that  said  clerk  was  willing  to  have  any  other  justice  but  Whitney, and 
suggested  Justice  W.  W.  Sampson  ;  that  the  said  judge  would  not  consent  to  Sampson, 
whereupon  the  said  clerk  called  in  J.  W.  Edwards,  a  jnstice  of  the  peace,  an  intelli- 
gent, competent,  and  honorable  man,  against  whose  character  the  said  judge  made  no 
objection. 

In  answer  to  second  specification,  respondents  allege  that  said  specification  is  untme ; 
that  of  the  fifty-three  persons  named  and  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  J.  E.  Allen  and 
certificate  of  the  clerK,  and  alleged  to  be  not  registered,  eight  are  duly-registered 
voters,  and  their  names  are  now  on  the  registration-books  of  said  county ;  and  throe 
have  been  duly  repstered,  but  their  names  were  stricken  ofi"  by  county  commissioners, 
and  the  names  of  eight  of  said  fifty-three  persons  do  not  appear  on  and  are  not  on  the  poll- 
lists  at  the  precincts  where  complainants  allege  they  voted ;  and  respondents  allege  that 
said  eight  persons  did  not  vote  at  said  election ;  that  six  other  of  said  fifcy-three  names 
were  never  presented  to  the  clerk,  Edwin  Higgins,  as  complainants  aver ;  and  he  has  had 
no  opportunity  to  examine  the  registration-h^oks  to  determine  whether  they  are  regis- 
terea  or  not,  and  the  presumption  remains  that  if  they  voted  they  are  duly  registered, 
or  have  been  so.  That  of  the  remaining  twenty-eight  of  said  fifty-three  names,  re- 
spondents allege  that  they  believe  complainants  have  mistaken  or  misspelt  their  namas, 
and  as  a  ground  for  such  belief  allege  the  fact  that  the  said  clerk,  Edward  Higeins, 
in  looking  over  said  registration,  has  discovered  eleven  names  so  nearly  alike  in  spelling 
or  sound — eleven  of  the  said  twenty-eight  names — that  they  would  easily  be  mistaken 
for  them,  and  in  all  probability  have  b^n  so  mistaken  by  complainants'  witnesses  in 
their  hurried  examinations. 

In  answer  to  specification  third,  respondents  say  that  it  is  not  true,  as  alleged,  that 
there  were  thirty-eight  repeaters  in  said  county ;  that  there  were  but  thirty-two  names 
upon  the  list  they  furnish.  That  respondents  nave  made  a  careful  examination  of  some 
of  the  poll-lists,  and  find  that  from  said  poll-lists  it  conclusively  appears  that  twenty 
of  said  electors  accused  bv  complainants  of  having  voted  more  than  once  did  not  vote 
but  once  at  said  election  in  said  county;  as  to  the  remaining  twelve  electors,  respond- 
ents say  that  they  have  not  had  time  to,  nor  opportunity  to,  examine  the  poll-lists,  bat 
aver  that  the  foot  that  twenty  out  of  thirty-two  did  not  repeat,  as  alleged,  throws  dis- 
credit upon  the  entire  specification  and  affidavits  in  support  thereof,  and  render  them 
totally  unreliable  as  proof  of  the  facts  alleged. 

Bes[>ondents  allege  that  the  greater  part  of  the  affidavits  filed  by  complainants 

Srove  illegal  voting  are  made  by  Aaron  W.  DaCosta ;  that  said  DaCosta  swears  that 
ivers  electors  voted  at  various  precincts  in  the  county,  and  yet,  in  one  of  the  eight 
affidavits  made  by  him,  he  distinctly  swears  that  he  was  challenger  at  Lavilla  precinct, 
and  remained  there  continuously  the  entire  day. 

In  answer  to  specification  fourth,  respondents  allege  that  complainants  allege  that 
the  only  legal  evidence  of  such  alleged  conviction  is  the  record  or  a  certified  copy  of 
the  record  thereof,  which  complainants  do  not  furnish.  But  a  certificate  of  the  clerk 
that  they  were  convicted  of  certain  ofienses  is  not  evidence  under  the  laws  of  this  State. 
That  in  the  certificate  there  are  but  thirteen  names,  eight  persons  mentioned  as  having 
been  convicted  of  any  offense,  and  that  five  of  them  are  certified  as  having  been  con- 
victed of  offenses  which  are  not  made  by  law  infamous  crimes.  That  at  the  instanoe 
of  colored  democrats  one  elector  of  said  countv  was  arrested  for  voting  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  been  convicted,  and  he  produced  his  pardon,  and  was  discharged  by  said 
parties  uniting.  Respondents  therefore  submit  that,  without  legal  evidence  of  such 
•conviction,  none  of  the  thirteen  votes  should  be  deducted. 

In  answer  to  specification  fifth,  that  (16)  sixteen  prisoners  voted,  respondents  allege  that 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida  the  fact  that  a  citizen  has  been  charged  with  a 
crime  and  is  under  guard  awaiting  his  trial  does  not  disqualify  him  to  vote.  Being 
under  guard  is  not  l^ing  under  guardianship,  the  affidavit  of  C.  J.  Kenwortby  and  S, 
>F.  Daggett  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

In  answer  to  specification  sixth,  that  Eugene  King  is  a  minor  and  an  idiot  and  voted  at 

Digitized  by  "s^jkjkjwik^ 


DISFBANCHISED    VOTERS. 


135 


said  election,  respondeDts  allege  that  complainants  famish  no  proof  of  this  averment 
bat  affidavits  of  £.  A.  Hernandez,  ^hich  amounts  to  nothing  bat  his  opinion,  withoat 
any  facts  or  circamstance  showing  any  knowledge  on  the  subject.  Complainants  do 
not  aver,  as  in  their  other  specifications  they  do,  what  sort  of  a  ticket  this  alleged 
idiot  voted,  but  respondents  presume  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

In  answer  to  specification  seventh,  that  four  persons  voted  who  were  non-residents  of 
the  county  of  Duval,  these  respondents  have  not  had  time  since  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1876,  when  said  objection  was  made,  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsity  thereof  accnratelv ; 
that  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  a  large  number  of  colored  men  who  are  employed  on  the 
steamers  on  the  Saint  John's  Biver  consider  their  residence  in  Jacksonville,  Duval 
County— Jacksonville  being  one  terminus  of  the  route  of  such  steamers,  and  the  largest 
city  on  the  said  river — and  the  families  of  such  colored  men  do  not  remain  continuously 
in  the  same  county. 

In  answer  to  this  specification  eight — ^for  the  proof  of  which  complainants  refer  to  affi- 
davits of  James  H.  Paine  and  Warren  Scott,  jr. — respondents  say  the  affidavits  do  not 
give  any  of  the  names  of  the  eight  or  ten  colored  men  therein  mentioned,  and  do  not 
state  that  they  had  not  been  registered,  and  state  no  fact  whatever  to  show  that  they 
are  not  qualified  electors ;  and  if  it  is  true  that  they  swore  in  their  votes  at  the 
instance  of  the  inspector,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  such  votes  are  in  any  wise 
illegal.  In  answer  to  the  general  complaint  of  the  establishing  of  precincts,  respond- 
ents allege  that  the  county  commissioners  established  precincts  in  the  same  localities 
where  they  have  been  established  at  prior  elections,  except  that  they  established  one 
new  precinct  at  North  Jacksonville,  and  did  not  establish  any  at  Yellow  Bluffer  at 
Geiger's  settlement,  for  the  reason  that  peace  and  good  order  on  election-day  would 
be  promoted  by  not  having  any  precincts  at  these  places.  The  remaining  general 
averments  of  complainants  are  too  trifling  to  require  notice,  and  are  doubtless  the 
result  of  disappointment  at  the  result  of  election  in  said  county,  and  that,  instead  of 
a  design,  as  complainant  avers,  to  defeat  a  free,  fair,  and  full  expression  of  the  voice 
of  the  people,  the  said  election  in  Duval  County  was  quite  too  full,  free,  and  fair  to 
suit  the  democratic  designs  to  prevent  it. 

DISFRANC3U8ED  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Francis  F.  L.  Engle,  J.  M.  Fauoett,  Lawrence  Haines, 
J.  Edward  Allen,  Aaron  W.  Da  Costa,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  were  chal- 
lengers and  clerks  appointed  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  democratic  party  for 
the  above  county,  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  State  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876,  and  remained  at  several  precincts  on  the  said  election-day,  and  kept  accurate  lists 
of  all  men  who  voted  at  the  same  and  who  were  challenged  and  permitted  to  vote 
npon  taking  the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  officers  conducting  said  election.  The  said 
deponents  further  say,  under  their  oaths  aforesaid,  that  they  have  carefully  examined 
the  lists  of  said  voters  so  kept  by  them,  and  find  that  the  following-named  men  did 
vote  at  said  election  after  being  challenged  by  democratic  challengers  and  sworn,  and 
had  been  previously  convicted  of  crime  in  the  county  court,  and  the  circuit  court  held 
in  said  county,  as  shown  on  the  following  list.  The  said  deponents  further  say,  under 
their  oaths  aforesaid,  that  the  men  whose  names  appear  on  said  list  were  all  colored 
men,  and  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  and  do  believe  that  they  all  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  at  said  election. 


Precinct. 


Name. 


Offense. 


Date. 


Sentence. 


Kortli  Jackaonville 
LaVUla 

Do 

Beed's  Landing 

La  Villa 

Do 

Beed'a  Landing ... . 

Do 

Went  Jacksonrjlle  . 

La  Villa 

Pottabnrgh 

Do..:. 

La  Villa    

Nortb  Jacksonville 

Do 


Joseph  Bradley . 

Jim  Cook 

Romeo  Fasho... 
Frank  Jones — 
Alfred  Jefferson 
Thomas  Jackson . . 
Thomas  Jenkins 
William  Jenkins.. 

James  Long 

James  Lee 

Joseph  Lee 

John  Lewis 

Charles  Robinson 
Jesse  Williams  . . 
HtephenBatey... 


Assault  with  intent,  See 

Larceny 

Assault  with  intent,  &o 

Larceny 

do 

...do 

...do 

Manslaughter,  3d  deg . 

Burglary 

Forgery 

Larceny 

...do.: 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Dec.  8,1675 
Dec  10,1870 
Dec  7, 1869 
Dec  8, 1870 
May  95, 1876 
May  39, 1870 
May  36, 1876 
May  37, 1873 
May  8,1873 
May  30, 1873 
Dec  4,1875 
Dec  7,1809 
Nov.  39, 1870 
Dec    7,1870 


County  Jail,  6  months. 
State-prisoUf  4  years. 
State^rison,  5  years. 

County  lail,  60  days. 
State-prison,  3  years. 

State-prison,  7  years. 


State-prison,  7  years. 
State-prison,  4  years. 


F.  F.  L.  ENGLE. 
J.  M.  FAUCETT, 
LAWRENCE  HAYNES. 


J.  EDWARD  ALLEN. 
AARON  W.  DA  COSTA. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  Noyember,  1876. 

J.  H.  NORTON, 
Notary  Public  for  Florida  at  Large. 
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I,  Edwin  HigffinB,  clerk  of  the  oonnty  conrt  in  and  for  the  county  of  Dnyal,  State 
of  Florida,  hereby  certify  that  the  following-named  persons  appear  to  have  been  con- 
Ticted  in  said  court,  as  follows : 

Stephen  Batey ,  convicted  of  stealing  in  a  building,  and  sentenced  February  18, 1871, 
to  pay  a  flue  oi  $10  and  costs  of  action  and  stand  committed  until  paid. 

William  De  Lefas,  convicted  of  larceny  April  18, 1873,  and  sentenced  to  county  jail 
for  sixty  days,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  fSO  and  costs,  and  stand  committed  until  paid, 
April  23, 1«73. 

James  Long,  convicted  of  larceny  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $25  and  stand  com- 
mitted until  paid.    October  22, 1872. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D,  187& 

r SEAL.  ]  EDWIN  H1GGIN8,  Clerk. 

I,  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Duval,  State  of 
Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following-named  persons  appear  to  have  been  cod- 
victed  in  said  court,  as  follows : 

Joseph  Bradley,  convicted  on  information  December  8, 1875.  of  assault  wiUi  intent  to 
kill,  and  sentenced  to  county  Jail  for  six  months  from  December  15, 1875. 

Alfred  Jefierson,  convicted  on  information  May  25, 1876,  of  larceny,  and  sentenced  to 
county  jail  for  sixty  days  from  July  7,  1876. 

William  Jenkins,  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  second  degree,  June  14, 1872,  and 
sentenced  to  State  prison  for  seven  years. 

James  Lee,  convicted  of  forgery  May  30, 1872,  and  sentenced  to  State  prison  for  five 
years  from  June  14, 1872. 

Joseph  Lee,  convicted  on  indictment  for  larceny  December  4, 1875,  and  sentenced  to 
State  prison  for  one  year  fh>m  December  4,  1875. 

Jim  Cook,  convicted  on  indictment  for  larceny,  December  10, 1870,  and  sentenced 
to  State  prison  for  four  years  from  December  17, 1870. 

Frank  Jones,  convicted  on  indictment  for  stealing  in  a  building  December  6, 1870, 
and  sentenced  to  State  prison*  for  five  years  from  December  17, 1870. 

John  Lewis,  convicted  on  indictment  for  stealing  in  a  building  November  24, 18G9, 
and  sentenced  to  State  prison  for  five  years  from  December  7, 18&  . 

Charles  Robinson,  convicted  on  indictment  for  stealing  in  a  building  November  S9, 
1870.    Sentenced  to  State  prison  for  four  years  from  December  17, 1870. 

Jesse  Williams,  convicted  for  stealing  in  a  building  December  8, 1870,  and  sentenced 
to  State  prison  for  four  years  from  December  17, 1870. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  mOGINS,  Clerk. 

COLORED  DEMOCRATS. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County,  ss: 

The  undersigned,  colored  citizens  of  the  county  of  Duval,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  at  the  general  election  held  in  said  countv  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  they  voted  fredy  and  voluntarily  for  the  Tilden 
and  Hendricks  electoral  ticket,  for  George  F.  Drew  for  governor,  and  for  Noble 
A.  Hull  for  lieutenant-governor,  and  for  Jesse  J.  Finley  for  member  of  Cougreaa. 
They  further  depose  ana  say,  that  neither  intimidation  or  reward  was  offered  them  by 
any  members  of  the  democratic  i>arty  to  iofiuence  their  votes,  and  that  they  voted  the 
democratic  national,  State,  and  congressional  ticket,  for  the  sole  and  only  reason  that 
they  had  become  convinced  that  the  republican  party  were  false  to  their  promises  to 
the  colored  men  and  that  its  leaders,  generally,  were  selfish  and  deceitful ;  and  that 
the  best  interest  of  the  colored  men,  and  the  citizens  generally  of  the  State  and  the 
nation,  demand  an  entire  change  of  administration.  They  farther  depose  and  say 
that  they  were  continuously  and  repeatedlv  threatened  by  colored  and  white  repaln 
licans  in  said  county  of  Duval,  before  the  holding  of  the  said  election,  on  account  of 
their  avowed  purpose  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket  as  aforesaid,  and  verily  believe 
themselves  in  jeopardy  of  their  lives  from  such  threats,  and  that  since  the  said  election 
they  have  been  subjected  to  similar  threats  for  having  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ti 
aforesaid.  They  further  depose  and  say  that,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, more  than  three  hundred  colored  voters  were  deterred  from  voting  the  democratio 
ticket  at  said  election,  by  threats  and  intimidation  from  members  of  the  republican 

Sarty,  and  they  know  of  their  own  knowledge  that  lar^e  numbers  of  colored  voters 
eclared  that  they  would  prefer  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  said  election,  if  they 
were  not  afraid  of  incurring  the  ill-will  and  enmity  of  white  and  colored  republicans. 
They  farther  depose  and  say,  that  they  verily  believe  that  several  hundred  illegal 
votes  were  cast  at  said  election,  in  said  county  of  Duval,  for  the  republican  ticket  by 
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colored  men  who  were  disonalified  from  voting  by  reason  of  being  nnder  age,  non- 
re^dents,  non-registered,  or  having  been  convicted  of  felony. 

his 
POWEL  H-  LULEN. 

mark. 
JESSE  H.  OXENDEYNE. 

E.  S.  FRANCIS, 

President  of  the  Dnval  Fire  Company. 
JOSEPH  G.  FRANCIS. 
AARON  MARTIN. 
PAUL  LEE. 
his 
HENRY  H-  WILLIAMS, 
mark. 

F.  P.  HOPKINS. 
R.  J.  HURD. 

Witness :  Hbnry  A.  L.  Enole. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  the  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SKAU]  H.  M.  MOODY, 

Notary  Public. 

ALLEGED  ILLEGAL  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Dnval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W. 
Dacosta,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  couDty  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Frank  Jones^  a  colored  man,  did  vote  illegally  for 
the  republican  candidates  on  the  republican  ticket,  at  the  precinct  in  said  county 
known  as  Reed's  Landing,  in  this,  that  the  said  Frank  Jones  had,  previous  to  said 
election-day,  to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1870,  been  convicted  of  the  crime 
of  laroeny,  as  will  appear  by  the  records  of  the  circuit  court  of  Dnval  County,  Florida, 
and  that  said  Frank  Jones  had  never  been  pai-doned  for  said  crime  by  the  pardonlng- 
boaid  of  the  State  of  Florida,  as  deponent  believes. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

J.  H.  NORTON, 
Notary  Public,  Dnval  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  caipe  Aaron  W- 
Dacosta,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said  county  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Jim  Cook,  a  colored  man,  at  La  Villa  precinct,  did 
illegally  vote  for  the  republican  candidates  on  the  republican  ticket.  In  this,  that  the 
said  Jim  Cook  had  previous  to  the  day  of  said  election  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
larceny,  to  wit :  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1870,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the 
records  of  the  circuit  court  of  Duval  County,  and  that  the  said  Jim  Cook  had  never 
been  pardoned  for  said  offense  by  the  pardoning-board  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

A.  W.  DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22nd  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  SAML.  W.  FOX, 

Notary  Public,  Duval  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

James  H.  Payne,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident  of  and  a 
tax-payer  in  said  county  of  Duval,  and  by  occupation  president  of  the  Florida  Savings- 
Bank,  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  in  said  county ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  he  was  present  as  a  challenger  at  the  election  precinct  of  East  Jacksonville, 
in  said  county,  during  the  entire  day,  until  the  closing  of  the  polls  on  said  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  while  so  present  he  was  witness  to  the  fact  that  eight  or 
ten  colortMl  men  offered  their  votes  whose  names  did  not  appear  on  the  registration- 
lists,  and  who  were  strangers  to  this  deponent  and  to  other  residents  of  the  East  Jack- 
sonville precinct  aforesaid,  who  were  also  witnesses  that  the  aforesaid  colored  men  so 
offering  to  vote,  upon  being  informed  that  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  regis- 
tration-lists, were  about  to  move  away  from  the  polls,  when  one  of  the  republican  in- 
spectors of  election,  without  any  challenge  having  been  made,  directed  the  aforesaid 
eight  or  ten  colored  men  to  hola  up  their  hands  and  swear  that  their  names  had  been 
improperly  omitted  from  the  registration-listo,  and  that  they  were  legally  entitled  to 
vote ;  and  the  aforesaid  eight  or  ten  colored  men,  at  the  dictation  and  command  of  the 
republican  inspector  of  election  as  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  hold  up  their  hands 
and  swear  as  aforesaid ;  and  this  deponent  verily  believes  that  the  aforesaid  eight  or 
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ten  colored  men,  wbose  votes  were  thus  sworn  in  at  the  dictation  and  command  of  the 
republican  inspector  of  election  as  aforesaid,  without  having  been  challenged,  were 
non-residents  of  said  couuty  of  Duval,  and  not  legally  entitled  to  vote  at  said  election. 

JAMES  H.  PAINE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  H.  M.  MOODY, 

Notary  Public. 

State  of  Florida,  county  of  Duval : 

»  Before  me  personally  appeared  J.  Warren  Scott,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that 
they  are  citizens  and  voters  of  said  county  and  State ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876,  they  were  present  attheelection-precinct  of  East  Jacksonville,  in  said  county 
and  State,  the  election -day,  nntil  the  closing  of  the  polls ;  that  they  have  read  the  fore- 
going affidavit  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Paine,  and  know  the  facts  therein  stated  to  be  true. 

J.  W.  SCOTT,  Jr. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  November,  1876. 

THOS.  H.  MACKEY, 

Notary  Public. 

MADE  TO  VOTE  A  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Frazier,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is 
a  colored  citizen  of  the  above  county  and  State,  and  has  been  for  many  years ;  that  he 
was  duly  registered  previous  to  the  late  general  election  in  this  Stace ;  that  he  vras 
present  at  the  election-precinct  of  Mandarin,  and  held  in  his  hand  a  ballot  for  the  nom- 
inees of  the  democratic  party,  which  he  was  about  to  deposit  in  the  ballot-box;  that 
before  he  could  reach  the  said  ballot-box  he  was  accosted  by  C.  D.  Brigham,  at  the 
head  of  a  number  of  men  who  seemed  to  be  under  his  orders,  and  were  all  armed  with 
clubs,  as  was  also  the  said  C.  D.  Brigham ;  that  the  said  C.  D.  Brigham  took  away 
from  deponent  the  ballot  which  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  intended  to  vote, 
and  said  to  him,  the  said  deponent,  *'  This  is  a  democratic  ticket  and  you  can't  vote  it 
here ;  take  this  one/'  handing  to  deponent  a  republican  ticket,  "  and  go  and  vote  it :" 
that  deponent  attempted  to  remonstrate,  and  said  that  the  democrats  were  his  friends 
and  he  wanted  to  vote  with  them,  but  that  the  said  C.  D.  Brigham  turned  to  the  men 
who  were  following  him,  and  armed  as  aforesaid,  and  said  to  them,  "Boys,  surround 
him  and  take  him  up  and  make  him  put  that  ticket  in  ;"  and  that  being  so  forced  and 
Intimidated  by  the  said  C.  D.  Brigham  and  his  armed  followers,  he,  the  said  deponent, 
was  marched  up  to  the  ballot-box  and  required,  under  such  force  and  intimidation,  to 
deposit  a  vote  ror  the  republican  candidates,  when  it  was  his  intention  and  design  to 
vote  for  the  democratic  candidates. 

JOHN  FRAZIER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November.  1876. 

H.  M.  MOODY, 
Notary  Public 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  we  are  citizens  of  Duval  County,  Florida,  and  are  well 
acquainted  with  C.  D.  Brigham,  and  know  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  republican  party, 
a  county  commissioner  of  said  county,  appointed  by  the  j[ovemor  of  Florida,  viceTbeo. 
Hartridge,  removed,  and  a  gentleman  of  influence  and  high  standing  among  his  politi- 
cal partisans,  and  apparently  a  man  of  large  property. 

F.  F.  L.  ENGLE. 

J.  D.  FERNANDES. 

AARON  MARVIN. 

J.  EDWARD  ALLEN. 

L.  L  FLEBiMING. 

State  of  Florida,  county  of  Duval : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  David  L.  Dunham,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  county  of  St.  John's,  state  aforesaid,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  beMi 
a  resident  of  said  county  all  of  his  life  ;  that  he  has  at  various  times  within  the  last 
three  years  held  the  offices  and  performed  the  duties  of  deputy  clerk,  deputy  sheriff, 
census-taker,  and  clerk  of  elections,  and  is  at  this  time  a  Justice  of  the  peace;  that  he  is 
familiar  with  the  registration-list  of  said  county,  and  acquainted  with  a  mjgority  of  the 
citizens  of  said  couuty,  and  that  he  is  particularly  acquainted  with  the  following-named 
men,  who  are  residents  and  registered  voters  of  said  county,  and  were  living  in  said 
county  within  two  months  prei^ing  the  general  election  held  in  said  State,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  and  laave  always  declared  themselves  attached  to  the 
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republican  party,  to  wit :  Mitchel  Aberorombie,  who  refpstered  in  St.  John's  County 
in  October  or  September.  1876 ;  Robert  Faehio,  or  Robert  F.  Fashie,  who  registered 
in  8t*  John's  County  in  September  or  October  last;  has  a  homestead  near  Julington 
Creek,  in  said  county,  and  has  been  living  there  with  his  family  for  seven  years  past ; 
Richard  Davidson,  who  registered  in  St.  John's  County,  and  made  a  crop  in  said  county 
last  year,  his  name  being  now  on  said  list  as  a  registered  voter ;  William  Deliphus, 
who  registered  in  St.  John's  in  September  or  October,  1876,  affiant  not  being  person- 
ally acquainted  with  the  last-named  man,  nor  with  David  Turner,  who  registerea  in  St. 
John's  County  in  September  or  October  listst. 

DAVID  L.  DUNHAM. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

H.  M.  MOODY, 
Notary  Public. 

State  of  Florida,  Duval  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Aaron  W.  Da- 
coeta,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors  appointed  by  the 
democratic  committee  of  said  county,  at  a  general  election  held  on  the  7th  da^  of 
November,  instant,  and  was  stationed  at  the  precinct  in  said  county  known  as  Lavilla, 
and  remained  there  all  day  as  a  challenger.  That  Richard  Davidson,  one  of  the  men 
named  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  did  vote  for  the  candidates  on  the  republican  ticket 
at  said  election  a^resaid.  Deponent  further  savs  that  he  has  carefully  examined  the 
tally-sheets  kept  by  the  inspectors  appointed  by  the  democratic  committee  of  said 
oonnty  for  the  various  precmcts  thereof,  and  finds  that  Mitchell  Abercrombie  and 
David  Turner,  who  are  named  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of  D.  L.  Dunham,  voted  on 
said  day  at  the  precinct  known  as  North  Jacksonville,  in  said  county;  and  that 
William  Delifas,  also  named  in  said  affidavit,  was  taken  from  the  couuty  jail  and  did 
vote,  after  being  challenged  at  precinct  known  as  East  Jacksonville  precinct. 

A.W.DA  COSTA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

J.H.NORTON, 
Notary  Public. 

NON-RESIDENT  VOTER. 

United  States  of  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Morris  W.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  is  a  registered  voter  in  Bradford  County,  State  of  Florida ;  that  he  was 
present  at  Baldwin,  in  Duval  County,  at  the  election  held  there  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  from  sunrise  to  about  10  o'clock  a.  m. ;  that  he  saw  one  Henry  Toung 
vote  a  democratic  ticket  or  ballot  at  Baldwin  on  the  day  aforesaid;  that  this  deponent 
knows  of  his  own  knowledge  that  said  Young  was  not  then  a  citizen  of  Duval  County  : 
that  he  had  not  been  in  said  county  one  month  prior  to  said  election,  and  that  saia 
Toung  came  from  Baker  County  into  Duval  County  about  one  month  prior  to  the  elec- 
tion. 

MORRIS  M.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SEAL,]  PHYLIS  WALTER, 

Clerk  United  States  Court. 

We,  the  undersigned,  W.  A.  McLinn,  county  judge,  and  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Duval  County,  Florida,  met  this  day,  November  9,  A.  D.  1876,  to  or- 
ganize a  board  of  county  canvassers  to  canvass  the  returns  of  the  election  held  in  the 
said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  All  the  returns  of  said  election 
having  been  received  by  each  of  us,  and  failing  to  agree  upon  a  justice  of  the  peace  to 
be  called  to  our  assistance,  we  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  at  the  clerk's  .office,  Jacksonville,  Florida,  November 
9,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  A.  McLINN, 

County  Judge. 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  HIGGINS, 

CouDty  Clerk. 

DISCHARGE  FOR  VOTING  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

United  States  of  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Benjamin  Niblock,  (colored,)  who,  being  sworn  by 
me,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  registered  voter  in  Duval  County,  State  of  Florida ; 
that  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  H.  B.  McCallum,  of  the  Jacksonville  Sun,  a  news- 
paper published  in  said  county,  for  the  last  four  years,  in  the  capacity  of  a  pressman ; 
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that  preyioas  to  the  election  held  on  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  on  the  day  of 
election,  the  said  McCallnm  endeavored  to  peranade  deponent  to  vote  at  said  election 
a  democratic  ticket,  and  on  the  day  of  said  election  handed  deponent  a  straight  demo- 
cratic ballot  or  ticket,  marked  with  the  number  (100)  one  hundred  in  figures,  aod  urged 
deponent  to  vote  the  same,  which  deponent  refused  to  do.  Upon  the  8th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  aforesaid,  deponent  was  discharged  from  employment  by  the  said 
McCallum,  and  deponent  knowing  of  no  cause  of  such  discharge  save  the  fact  that  be 
refused  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Deponent  says  that  the  said  McCallum  assigned 
no  cause  for  such  discharge,  but  remarked  that  deponent  had  gone  back  on  them. 

B.  NIBLACK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  PHILIP  WALTER, 

Clerk  United  titotes  Circuit  Court 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Duval,  ss : 

Personally  app^red  before  me  8.  Faber  Daffgett,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
and  saith  that  he  is  a  duly  registered  and  qualified  voter  of  the  county  and  State  afore- 
said ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  during  the  progress  of  an  election 
held  in  said  county  and  State,  at  the  eastern  precinct  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  the 
prisoners  confined  in  the  county  jail  were  taken  out  of  said  Jail  and  brought  to  the 
polls  at  the  precinct  aforesaid,  and  offered  their  votes;  that  this  deponent  imme- 
diately challenged  and  protested  against  said  prisoners  being  allowed  to  vote,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  under  guu^ianship ;  that  this  deponent  does  not  know  of  his 
own  knowledge  the  number  of  prisoners  that  voted  at  said  precinct,  but  has  been  in- 
formed and  believes  that  sixteen  or  seventeen  voted. 

And  said  deponent  further  saith  that  he  believes  that  said  prisoners  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket. 

And  deponent  further  saith  not. 

a  FABER  DAGGETT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[8KAL.]  J.  H.  NORTON, 

Notary  Public  for  Florida. 

DEMOCRATS  TO  BE  EMPLOYED. 

Northern  district  of  Florida,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  R.  Week,  a  United  States  commissioner,  Robert 
White,  who,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  regular  voter  in  the  oounty  of 
Duval,  State  of  Florida ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  the  city  of 
Jacksonville,  in  said  county,  one  Stockton,  a  clerk  in  Henry  L.  Engle's  drug-store  in 
said  city,  requested  deponent  to  vote  the  straight  democratic  ticket  at  the  election 
held  in  said  county  on  that  day,  and  handed  deponent  a  democratic  ticket  or  ballot 
containing  the  names  of  the  democratic  candidates  for  presidential  electors,  for  gov- 
ernor, and  member  of  Congress;  that  said  ballot  or  ticket  also  had  the  number  forty- 
seven  in  figures  stamped  upon  it  with  some  kind  of  stamp.  The  said  Stockton  and 
Henry  L.  Engle,  at  the  time  snch  ballot  was  polled,  told  deponent  that  the  oolored 
men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  be  furnished  with  employment  aod  work, 
but  that  those  who  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  would  not  be  furnished  with 
employment,  and  at  the  time  stated  to  deponent  that  they  would  know  what  oolored 
men  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Henry  L.  Eogle 
put  deponent's  name  down  on  a  memorandum-book,  and  also  the  names  of  other  cku- 
ored  men  who  were  expected  by  him  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

ROBERT  WHITE,  his  x  mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  a.  R.  week, 

United  States  Court,  Northern  District  of  Florida. 

MARKED  TICKETS. 

United  States  of  America,  Northern  Djstrict  of  Florida,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Simon  Baer,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  deposes 
and  says  that  at  the  election  held  in  Duval  County  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  it  came  under  his  obaervation  and  notice,  while  acting  as  supervisor  of  the  elec- 
tion at  the  precinct  known  as  East  Jacksonville  in  said  county,  that  some  of  the  dem- 
ocratic electors  who  were  acting  in  the  interest  of  that  party  caused  to  be  distributed 
to  some  of  the  colored  electors  who  were  under  the  influence  of  their  democratic  em- 
ployers a  democratic  ticket,  with  a  certain  number  in  figures  stamped  upon  it-  Depo- 
nent further  says  that  a  number  in  figures  was  stamped  upon  such  tickets  or  ballots  to 
enable  the  democrats  to  know  whether  or  not  the  colored  voters  to  whom  they  were 
distributed  voted  the  democratic  ticket  and  kept  their  promise  and  pledge,  which  de- 
ponent understood  was  exacted  from  quite  a  number  of  colored  voters  prior  to  the  elec- 
tion, to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.    This  deponent  further  says  that  it  is  within  bid 
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own  knowledge  that  abont  thirty  of  the  straight  democratic,  stamped  with  a  fignre 
number  as  a^resaid  were  voted  by  colored  men  at  said  precinct.  That  a  close  watch 
was  kept  of  the  colored  men  to  whom  snch  tickets  were  given,  to  see  that  they  voted 
them,  and  when  the  ballots  were  conn  ted  at  said  precinct,  one  James  H.  Paine,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  democratic  State  committee,  was  present,  and  when  a  ballot  so  stamped  with 
a  namber  was  foand,  the  said  Paine  made  a  note  or  memorandum  of  the  fact  for  the 
purpose,  as  this  deponent  understood,  of  detecting  whether  or  not  said  colored  voter 
who  nsuiilly,  when  left  to  their  choice,  vote  the  republican  ticket,  had  kept  faith  with 
the  democrats  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  This  deponent  says  the  fact  that  such 
tickets  were  used,  stamped  with  a  number  as  aforesaid,  is  notorious  in  the  city  of  Jack- 
sonville. Deponent  says  that  he  is  quite  positive  that  the  number  of  straight  demo- 
cratic tickets  stamped  with  a  number  as  aforesaid  is  exactly  thirty ;  but  that  he  can- 
not say  with  absolute  certainty  that  the  number  may  not  be  one  or  two  more  or  less ; 
deponent  further  says  that  in  all  other  respects  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  well 
condocted,  and  no  illegal  votes  were  cast  other  than  those  above  mentioned,  to  the  best 
deponent's  knowledge  and  belief. 

SmON  BAEB. 

Subfloribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

A.  R.  MEEK, 
United  States  Commissioner  District  of  Florida. 

VOTERS  INTIMIDATED  BY  BLAJIKED  TICKETS. 

United  States  of  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Roy  J.  Moody^  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  precinct  of  East  Jacksonville,  Duval 
County,  at  the  election  held  in  said  county  November  7,  1876;  that  when  that 
ballot  was  counted  by  the  inspectors  there  was  found  among  them  certain  democratic 
ballots,  containing  aU  the  democratic  candidates  for  presidential  electors,  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  and  members  of  Congress,  with  a  certain  number  in  stamped  fig- 
ures upon  them ;  that,  as  such  ballots  were  counted,  one  Thomas  V.  Caskin  and  Jo- 
seph Carr  and  James  H.  Paine,  who  are  democrats  and  supported  the  democrats  in  the 
late  election,  took  the  numbers  of  such  ballots  and  made  a  note  or  memoranda  of  the 
same. 

This  deponent  says  that  he  understood,  and  it  was  generally  understood,  that  such 
ballots  were  so  numbered,  and  numbers  taken  as  aforesaid,  in  order  to  detect  whether 
or  not  the  electors  to  whom  they  were  given  had  voted  them. 

Deponent  further  says  that  it  is  no  secret  in  Jacksonville  and  suburbs,  but  a  fact  of 
general  notoriety,  that  certain  democratic  ballots  were  stamped  or  numbered  with 
some  kind  of  stamp,  made  of  metal  or  other  hard  material,  and  distributed  to  certain 
colored  men  who  were  expected  by  the  democrats  to  vote  this  ticket,  and  that  this 
was  done  to  enable  the  democrats  to  detect  whether  or  not  such  colored  voters  voted 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  is  quite  positive  that  there  were  cast  in  said  precinct 
thirty  straight  democratic  tickets  stamped  with  a  number  as  aforesaid,  but  that  there 
may  have  been  one  or  two  more  or  lees  than  thirty.  Deponent  further  says  that 
the  election  at  this  precinct  was  fair,  and  no  illegal  votes  were  polled  to  his 
knowledge,  other  than  above  stated. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  ballots  cast  at  this  precinct,  after  being  counted^ 
were  strung  upon  a  string,  and  those  stampe<l  with  a  stamp  and  numbered  were 
strung  together  upon  the  same  string,  and  the  exact  number  can  be  easily  ascertained 
by  an  actual  count  of  said  ballots. 

ROY  P.  MOODY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21  st  day  of  November,  1876. 

A.  R.  WEEK, 
United  States  Court,  Northern  District  of  Florida. 

GIVEN  A  MARKED  TICKET. 

United  States  of  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Simon  Forester,  colored,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poses and  says  tnat  for  some  time  prior  to  the  election  held  in  Duval  County,  Novem- 
ber 7, 1876,  one  John  Stockton  endeavored  to  persuade  and  importune  him  to  vote  a 
democratic  ticket  at  said  election,  much  to  his  annoyance ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th  of  November,  aforesaid,  the  said  John  Stockton  called  deponent  into  the  drug-store 
of  Henry  L.  Engle,  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  and  again  endeavored  to  persuade  depo- 
nent to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  told  deponent  that  if  the  colored  voters  would 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  the  democrats  would  find  work  for  them,  but  if  the  colored 
men  would  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  they  would  not  give  them  any  work  or  em- 
ployment at  al).  Deponent  says  that  the  said  Stockton  held  in  his  possession  and 
showed  to  deponent  a  roll  of  democratic  tickets  with  the  impression  of  some  sort  of  a 
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Btamp  of  blnish  color  npon  the  back  of  snch  tickets,  and  tried  to  indace  deponeoi  to 
Tote  one  of  such  tickets,  which  deponent  refused  to  do.  Deponent  farther  says  that 
the  said  Stockton  also  had  a  book  with  the  names  of  colored  men  written  in  it — who  he 
expected  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  also  had  deponent's  name  in  said  book. 
This  deponent  says  that  the  said  Stockton  states  that  a  colored  man  named  Martin 
would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  he  expected  a  large  number  to. 

SAMUEL  FORESTER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  * 

HORATIO  JENKINS,  Jr., 
Notary  Public,  Duval  County,  Florida. 

WHAT  WAS  TO  BB  GAINED  BY  MABKED  TICKETS. 

United  States  of  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Almon  R.  Week,  United  States  commissioner,  Philip 
Walter,  esq.,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  and 
resident  of  Duval  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  a  qualified  elector  in  said  county;  that 
about  the  5th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  became  engaged  in  conversation  with 
some  of  the  members  of  the  democratic  party  of  this  State  npon  the  snbject  of  the  col- 
ored electors  voting  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  election  then  to  be  held  on  the  7th  day 
of  November  just  past ;  this  deponent  reminded  the  democratic  members  aforesaid  that 
at  the  election  in  1872  in  this  State  the  democrats  relied  npon  obtaining  a  large  colored 
vote  for  their  ticket,  and  that  the  result  of  the  election  showed  that  they  were  mistaken ; 
whereupon  they  then  said.members  of  the  democratic  party  states  that  they  have  nam- 
bered  their  tickets  which  they  would  distribute  to  the  colored  electors  that  they  relied 
npon  to  vote  their  ticket,  and  that  they  would  have  challengers  at  the  polls  when  the 
votes  were  counted,  and  they  would  notice  whether  the  tickets  so  numbered  were  voted, 
and  in  that  manner  they  would  positively  know  what  colored  men  voted  this  ticket 

This  deponent  further  says  that  after  the  election  held  in  said  county  and  State  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he  heard  Thomas  V.  Cashen,  who  was  present  at 
the  counting  of  the  ballots  at  the  precinct  of  East  Jackson vUle,  say  that  he  knew  some 
colored  men  had  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  for  the  reason  that  he  saw  some  of  the 
democratic  ballots  come  out  of  the  ballot-box  which  he  himself  had  given  to  colored 
electors. 

PHILIP  WALTER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  1876.    

A.  R.  WEEK, 
United  States  Court,  Northern  District  of  Florida. 

ILLEGAL  VOTES. 

Philip  Walter,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  during  the  month  of  October,  A.  D.  1876 
one  William  Monroe  came  to  me,  as  clerk  of  the  United  States  circuit  court,  and  wanted 
to  declare  his  intentions  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  asked  him  how 
long  he  had  been  in  the  State  of  Florida,  when  he  told  me  that  he  came  here  aboot  one 
year  ago,  expecting  to  settle  in  Jacksonville,  but  that  soon  after  he  got  here  be  was 
dissatisfied  and  went  back  to  Key  West,  with  the  Intention  of  settling  at  Key  West, 
but  got  dissatisfied  at  Key  West  and  came  back  here  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  told  him  that 
he  could  not  vote  legally,  whereupon  he  did  not  delare  his  intentions.  Some  days 
after  said  Monroe  declared  his  intentions  before  the  clerk  of  the  State  circnit  court, 
and  on  election-day,  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  voted  the  democratic  ticket 

PHILIP  WALTER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  1876. 

A.  R.  WEEK, 
United  States  Conrt,  Northern  District  of  Florida. 

CERTIFICATE. 

I,  Edwin  Higgins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  conrt  in  and  for  Duval  County,  Florida,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  following  names  do  not  appear  to  have  been  entered  in  any  of 
the  books  of  registration  in  my  ofiQce : 

Samuel  Bursell,  Robert  Cooper,  Albert  Hardy,  February  Shaw, 

Mathew  Blak,  Johnson  Collins,  Sandy  Mygell,  Adam  White, 

Antoine  Boston,  James  Cooper,  T.  Murphy,  York  Wilson, 

A.  J.  Burnett,  Andrew  Davis,  Peter  Swearingin,        Josiah  Williams, 

Anderson  Brown,        Haygood  Green,  Henry  Singleton,         C.  Woodward, 

Cain  Cooper,  Joseph  Ginsmous,       Joseph  Solomon,  A.  J.  Brown. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  25th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876. 

EDWIN  HIGGINS,  Clerk. 
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MARKED  TICKETS. 

Unitod  states  of  America,  Northern  District  of  Florida,  ss : 

Persoaally  appeared  before  me  James  W.  Archibald,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election  held  in  Duval  County  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  the  precinct  at  the  old  clerk's  office,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  in  said  county;  that  a  few  colored  electors  voted  at  said 
precinct,  and  that  as  the  votes  or  ballots  were  counted  he  noticed  two  straight 
democratic  ballots  with  a  number  in  figures  stamped  upon  them  by  members  of  the 
demooratio  party,  to  enable  the  democrats  to  detect  whether  or  not  thie  colored  men 
to  whom  such  ballots  were  delivered  did  in  fact  vote  the  same  ;  deponent  further  says 
that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  fairly  and  impartially  conducted,  and  that  no 
illegal  votes  were  cast  other  than  those  two  above  mentioned  to  his  knowledge. 

J.  W.  ARCHIBALD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  167G. 

PHILIP  WALTER, 
Clerk  of  the  United  States  Court. 

REPUBLICAN  PETITION  FOR  REJECTION  OF  ftLARKED  BALLOTS. 

To  the  board  of  State  canvassers : 

The  republican  candidates  respectfully  ur^i^e  that  thirty-four  democratic  ballots  and 
Yotes  cast  in  Duval  County  at  tne  late  election  be  deducted  from  the  democratic  vote 
of  that  county,  on  the  following  grounds: 

First.  That  thirty-two  colored  republican  voters  in  said  county  were  coerced  by 
threats  of  discharge  from  employment  to  vote  democratic  ballots  with  a  certain  num- 
ber marked  or  stamped  upon  them.  The  ballots  were  marked,  and  the  numbers  on  the 
ballots  were  taken  down  in  a  memorandum-book  by  leading  democrats,  who  told  the 
colored  men  to  whom  these  marked  ballots  were  distributed  that  they  would,  know 
whether  or  not  they,  the  colored  men,  voted  such  ballots ;  and  stated  to  such  colored 
voters  that  there  would  be  a  democrat  at  each  poll  or  precinct  to  see  if  such  marked 
ballots  came  out  of  the  ballot-box  when  the  ballots  were  counted ;  we  further  allege 
that  there  were  democrats  at  the  precincts,  and  made  a  memorandum  of  the  ballots 
numbered  as  aforesaid  as  they  were  counted. 

We  further  allege  that  in  case  when,  by  the  above  system  of  ^pionage,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  colored  voters  to  whom  such  marked  ballots  did  not  vote,  then  they 
have  been  discharged  by  their  democratic  employers. 

First.  In  support  of  which  we  submit  the  affidavit  of  Philip  Walter,  esq.,  the  clerk 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court;  Simon  Bair,  United  States  supervisor  of  election; 
Roy  R.  Marks,  inspector  of  election ;  James  W.  Archibald,  inspector  of  election ;  Robert 
White,  Benjamin  Niblack,  and  Simeon  Fonsesta. 

Second.  That  one  Henry  Young  voted  a  democratic  ticket  at  Baldwin  precinct,  and 
that  said  Henry  Toung  had  not  been  a  resident  of  Duval  County  but  about  one  month 
prior  to  election.  In  support  of  which  we  submit  the  affidavits  of  Philip  Walter  and 
Morris  M.  Mooie. 

DEMOCRATIC  ANSWER. 

In  reply  to  the  affidavits  introduced  by  the  republicans,  charging  iutioHdation  of 
colored  voters  in  Duval  County,  by  the  use  of  marked  ballots  counted  for  the  demo- 
cratic electors,  viz : 

1.  That  this  board  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  said  affidavits,  and 
should  not  consider  the  same. 

2.  That  said  affidavits  are  loose  and  general  in  their  terms ;  that  several  of  them 
present  only  ordinary  statements,  and  no  proof  is  presented  that  any  one  democratic 
ballot  was  cast  in  consequence  of  the  stamping  of  said  ballots. 

3.  That,  admitting  that  said  ballots  were  numbered  or  stamped  as  alleged,  it  does 
not  in  any  wise  affect,  either  the  validity  of  the  election  in  said  county  nor  the  legal 
power  and  effect  of  the  ballots  thus  stamped  or  numbered. 

4.  That  in  point  of  fact,  marked  ballots  were  put  into  the  hands  of  many  colored 
voters  in  said  county  with  their  consent,  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  show  to 
their  democratic  friends  that  they  voted  the  conservative  or  democratic  ticket  at  said 
election  without  subjecting  themselves  to  the  insults,  persecution,  and  annoyance  from 
the  republicans  of  their  own  race  and  color  which  inevitably  follows  any  open  or  pub- 
lic demonstration  of  their  sympathy  with  the  democratic  cause ;  that  it  is  not  alleeed 
in  any  of  said  affidavits  that  a  colored  voter  either  received  or  voted  a  marked  ballot 
against  his  will,  nor  was  such  the  case;  but  on  the  contrary,  scores  of  colored  men 
who  desired  and  would  otherwise  have  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  were  deterred  from 
doinff  so  by  republican  threats  and  intimidation. 

5.  That  every  man,  whether  he  be  a  democrat  or  a  republican,  has  a  right  to  select 
his  own  agents  and  laborers ;  and  if  a  democrat  prefers  to  employ  thof^e  who  are  in  po- 
litical sympatliy  with  him  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do  so,  and  is  only  following  the  ex- 
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ample  set  by  the  State  and  National  Qovemment  in  the  appointment  of  them  to  office 
who  are  in  political  BTmpathy  with  the  administration. 

To  show  nom  which  side  the  intimidation  proceeded,  the  board  refers  to  the  affi- 
davits of  John  Nagin,  a  colored  elector  of  Duval  County,  who  swears  that  C.  D.  Big- 
ham,  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county,  surrounded  him  with  a  body  of 
men  armed  with  clubs,  and  forced  him  to  vote  a  republican  ballot,  have  first  taken  s 
democratic  ticket  out  his  pocket ;  and  of  C.  S.  Francis,  a  resident  of  the  Duval  Col- 
ored Fire  Company,  Jesse  Hozeudym  and  some  others,  colored  voters  of  said  county, 
all  but  two  of  whom  sigmed  their  own  names  in  full,  in  which  they  state  that  neither 
intimidation  nor  rewaras  were  offered  them  by  any  member  of  the  democratic  party 
to  influence  their  votes ;  that  they  voted  the  democratic  national  and  congressional 
tickets  for  the  sole  and  only  reason  that  they  had  become  convinced  that  the  republi- 
can party  were  false  to  their  promises  to  colored  men,  and  that  its  leaders  generally 
were  selfish  and  deceitful,  and  that  the  best  interests  of  the  colored  men  and  the  citi- 
zens generally  of  the  State  and  nation,  demanded  an  entire  change  of  the  administra- 
tion; that  they  were  continually  and  repeatedly  threatened  bv  colored  and  white 
republicans  in  said  county  of  Duval,  before  the  holding  of  said  election  on  account  of 
their  avowed  purpose  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket  as  aforesaid,  and  verily  believed 
themselves  in  jeopiu^y  of  their  lives  from  such  threats,  and  that  since  said  election, 
they  have  been  subjected  to  similar  threats  for  having  voted  the  democratic  ticket  as 
aforesaid ;  that  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  l)elief,  more  than  three  hundred 
colored  voters  were  detained  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  at  said  election  by 
threats  and  intimidation  from  members  of  the  republican  party ;  and  they  know  of 
their  own  knowledge  that  such  numbers  of  colorea  voters  declared  that  they  would 
prefer  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  said  election  if  they  were  not  afraid  of  incurring 
the  ill-will  and  enmity  of  white  and  colored  republicans. 

GEORGE  P.  RANET. 
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OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BT  CLEBK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

Stftte  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

I,  the  nnderaigned,  Jno.  Eigo,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Pensacola,  in  the  oonnty 
of  Escambia  -and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,^  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before- 
mentioned  election  accordin^r  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  frauds 
deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

JNO.  RIGO, 
Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this day  of A.  D.  1876. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

I  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true  and  perfect  copy  of  the  paper  purporting  to  be 
the  oath  of  the  clerk  of  election,  as  the  same  was  returned  to  my  office  by  the  inspect- 
ors of  election  at  an  election  held  at  polls  No.  3,  precinct  No.  1,  Pensacola,  Escambia 
County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  28th  day  of  November,  1876. 

E.  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  Ct  Court 

I  further  certify  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  my  office  as  shown  by  the  returns  or  in 
any  other  way  that  inspector  of  election.  Albert  Reiva,  who  served  as  such  at  polla 
(No.  3)  three,  Pensacola  precinct,  Escambia  County,  was  sworn  as  such  inspector  by 
having  the  oath  required  by  law  administered  to  him  before  entering  upon  his  dntiea 
as  such  inspector.  - 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  28th  November,  1876. 

R.  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  Ct.  Court* 

NAMES  NOT  ON  REGISTER. 

The  following  list  of  names  appear  upon  the  clerk's  list  now  on  file  in  my  office  a» 
having  voted  at  a  general  election  held  at  precinct  No.  5,  Bluff  Springs,  on  Tuesday  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  to  wit: 

A.  H.  Bradley,  W.  B.  Vaughn,  M.  J.  Scaige,  H.  R.  Merchant,  Owen  Donelly,  W.  J.  Wren^ 
J.  G.  Lashley,  D.  M.  Stone,  Thadeus  Boynton,  M.  Shepard,  and  Zack  Burroughs.  And  I 
hereby  certify,  that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  registration-list  of  said  county  on 
file  in  my  office,  and  find  that  none  of  said  names  appear  upon  said  list,  and  have  no 
evidence  that  they  ever  were  registered  as  voters  in  said  county. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  28th  November,  1876. 

R.  A.  STEARNS, 

Clerk  Ct.  Court. 

ALLEGED  REPEATERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County  : 

I  hereby  certify  that  upon  examination  and  comparison  of  the  several  registration- 
lists  as  they  were  returned  and  filed  in  my  office  by  the  inspectors  at  the  general  elec- 
tion held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  liS'6,  the  following-named  persons,  as  appeara 
by  said  lists,  voted  at  said  election  at  each  of  the  following-named  precincts^  to  wit : 

Thomas  P.  Brown,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  3. 

Edward  Grady,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  3. 

Henry  Johnson,  white,  at  prednct  Nos.  I  and  3. 
10  FLA 
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August  Kastroan,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  3. 
Jaroes  Kelly,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  3. 
F.  B.  Lee,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  I,  2,  and  3. 
Jesse  Mackey,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  3. 
Charles  Wilson,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  I  and  3. 
John  Nalor,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  3  and  5. 
John  D.  Weekly,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  3  and  4. 
George  Williams,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  5. 
James  Lee,  white,  at  precinct  Nos.  1  and  5. 
Charles  Ward,  white,  at  precinct  *Nos.  1  and  5. 
Lafayette  Jones,  colored,  at  precinct  Nos.  4  and  5. 
Witness  my  hand  this  28th  November,  1876. 


A.  STEARNS, 
Cleik  Ct.  Court 


THE  LOCATION  OF  POIX  NO.  2. 

state  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

I  hereby  certify  that  precinct  No.  2,  (Nix*8,)  said  county,  as  established  by  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  on  the  7th  day  of  October,  1876,  and  at  which  the  election 
was  held  on  the  7th  November,  is  located  about  three  miles  from  the  village  of  War- 
rington, upon  the  property  of  Benjamiri  Binley,  (formerly  the  property  of  William 
Nix,)  and  is  the  identical  place  at  which  elections  have  been  held  for  years,  both  before 
and  since  the  war,  and  is  at  least  one  mile  from  the  limits  of  uaval  reserve. 

Given  ander  my  hand  and  seal  this  27th  November,  1876. 

R.  A.  STEARNS, 

County  Clerk. 

RKPEATEKS  BY  RAILROAD. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambi  a  County : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  Royal  Putnam,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says,  that  he  was  an  inspector  of  election  at  Bluff  Springs  precinct,  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  at  a  general  election  held  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876; 
that  he  was  on  duty  at  the  polling-place  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid  all  day :  that 
on  the  train  which  arrived  at  Bluff  Springs  about  12  o'clock  m.,  on  the  day  and  date 
aforesaid,  from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  a  large  number  of  white  men  came  who  voted 
at  the  precinct  aforesaid ;  that  later  in  the  day,  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  special  train 
arrived  at  Bluff  Springs  from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  having  on  board  about  sixty 
white  men  ;  that  as  soon  as  the  train  stopped  the  men  got  off  and  came  to  the  polling- 
place  and  demanded  the  right  to  vote.  lu  the  mean  time  the  chairman  of  board  of  in- 
spectors received  a  telegram  from  Pensacola  announcing  that  said  special  train  had  left 
Pensacola,  and  that  the  men  on  board  had  already  voted  at  some  one  of  the  polling- 
places  in  the  city  of  Pensacola.  Acting  upon  this  information  the  board  decided  to 
administer  the  oath  to  each  one  offering  to  vote.  That  the  first  person  who  offered  to 
vote,  Chester  QrifiQn,  refused  to  put  in  bis  ballot  after  hearing  the  oath  read,  notwith- 
standing he  was  repeatedly  urged  to  do  so  by  the  crowd  who  came  on  the  train.  Af- 
ter considerable  urging  three  of  the  party  who  came  on  the  train  took  the  required 
oath  and  their  ballots  were  received,  but  the  rest  of  the  crowd  declined  to  be  sworn. 

INTIMIDATED  VOTERS. 

That  at  said  Bluff  Springs  precinct,  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid,  there  were  only 
four  republican  votes  cast  out  of  a  total  of  over  two  hundred  votes  cast ;  that  at  said 
precinct  thirty-one  colored  men  voted,  all  but  one  of  whom  voted  the  straight  demo- 
cratic ticket ;  that  whenever  a  colored  man  came  to  the  polls  to  vote  they  were  al- 
ways accompanied  by  one  white  man,  and  in  some  instances  by  two  or  three  white 
men  who  remained  beside  the  colored  man  while  he  was  depositing  his  vote.  In  most 
instances  this  duty  was  performed  by  a  policeman  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  who  was 
apparently  on  duty  at  Bluff  Springs  for  this  purpose.  Bluff  Spring  is  thirty-nine 
miles  from  Pensacola.  That  aside  from  this  action  on  the  part  of  white  democrats  in 
controlling  the  few  colored  men  at  this  precinct  in  the  manner  above  desmbed,  the 
election  at  said  precinct  was  conducted  and  held  in  a  perfectly  fair  and  l^g^  man- 
ner. 

ROYAL  PUTNAM. 

.fiwocn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  November,  1876. 

R.*  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  of  Ct.  Court. 

FOUR  RBPUBLICAK  TOTES. 

6tate  of  Florida,  Esoambia  County,  bs: 

Royal  Putnam,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  an  inspector  of  elec- 
tion at  Bluff  Springs  precinct  No.  5,  of  county  and  State  aforesaid,  at  a  general  election 
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held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  at  the  polls  of  the  said  precinct 
he  voted  a  repablican  ticket;  and  affiant  further  says  that  he  saw  S.  C.  Cobb  and  L 
D.  Cunningham  each  vote  republican  tickets,  said  Cobb  and  Cunningham  being  duly 
registered  electors  of  said  county  and  State ;  and  affiant  further  swears  that  he  was 
present  at  the  official  count  of  the  vote  at  said  precinct,  and  that  there  were  but  four 
repablican  ballots  cast  at  that  poll,  three  of  which  were  cast  by  the  aforesaid  affiabt, 
S.  C.  Cobb,  and  L.  D.  Cunningham. 

ROYAL  PUTNAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

THOMAS  L.  WATSON, 
No^ry  Public,  Escambia  County,  Florida. 

NO  CROWD  AT  THE  POLLS. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County  : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  Salvador  T.  Pons  and  A.B.  Wheelock,  in- 
speetors,  and  John  Rigo,  clerk  of  election,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that 
they  were,  as  above  stated,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  election  at  polling- place  No.  3,  Pen- 
sacola  precinct,  State  and  county  aforesaid,  at  a  general  election  beld  on  Tuesday, 
November  7,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  at  said  polling-place  the  voting  was  mostly  done  in  the 
morning,  between  the  hours  of  8  a.  m.  and  1^  m.;  that,  from  12  m.  until  sunset,  when 
the  polU  closed,  there  was  but  little  voting  done«  and  at  no  time  during  the  afternoon 
was  the  polling-place  crowded ;  that  they  could  with  ease  have  polled  four  hundred 
more  votes  at  said  polling-place  if  electors  had  offered  themselves ;  and,  so  far  as  any 
crowd  was  concerned,  no  necessity  existed  for  sending  voters  to  the  country  to  vote  at 
other  precincts  by  either  political  party ;  that  at  no  time  while  the  polls  were  opened 
waa  there  any  disturbance  at  or  about  the  polling- place. 

A.  B.  WEEELOCK. 

JOHN  RIGO. 

S.  T.  PONS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  R.  A.  STEARNS, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

RAILROAD  REPEATERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  J.  W.  Hall,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  he  was  clerk  of  election  at  Bluff  Springs  precinct,  county  and  State  aforesaid,  at 
a  general  election  held  on  Tuesday,  the  7.th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  was 
on  doty  at  the  polling-place  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid,  all  day ;  that  on  the  train 
which  arrived  at  Blun  Springs  about  twelve  o'clock  m.,  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid, 
from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  a  large  number  of  white  men  came  who  voted  at  the  pre- 
cinct aforesaid ;  that  later  in  the  day,  at  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  special  train  arrived 
at  BInff  Springs  from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  having  on  board  about  sixty  white  men ; 
that  as  soon  as  the  train  stopped,  the  men  got  off  and  came  to  the  polling-place  and 
demanded  the  right  to  vote;  in  the  mean  time  the  chairman  of  board  ot  inspectors 
received  a  telegram  from  Pensacola  announcing  that  said  special  train  had  left  Pensa- 
cola, and  that  the  men  on  board  had  already  voted  at  some  one  of  the  polling-places  in 
the  city  of  Pensacola ;  acting  upon  this  information,  the  board  decided  to  administer 
the  oath  to  each  one  offering  to  vote ;  that  the  first  person  who  offered  to  vote  (Chester 
Griffin)  refused  to  put  in  his  ballot  after  hearing  the  oath  read,  notwithstanding  he 
was  repeatedly  urged  to  do  so  by  the  crowd  who  came  on  the  train.  After  consider- 
able urging,  three  of  the  party  who  came  on  the  train  took  the  required  oath,  and  their 
ballots  were  received,  but  the  rest  of  the  crowd  declined  to  be  sworn  ;  that  at  said 
Blnff  Springs  precinct,  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid,  there  were  only  four  repablican 
votes  cast  out  of  a  total  of  over  two  hundred  votes ;  that  at  said  precinct  thirty-one 
colored  men  voted,  all  but  one  of  whom  voted  the  straight  democratic  ticket ;  that 
whenever  a  colored  man  came  to  the  polls  to  vote  they  were  always  accompanied  by 
one  white  man,  and  in  some  instances  by  two  or  three  white  men,  who  remained  beside 
the  colored  man  while  he  was  depositing  his  vote ;  in  most  instances  this  duty  was 

S^rformed  by  a  policeman  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  who  was  apparently  on  duty  at 
luff  Springs  for  this  purpose.  Bluff  Springs  is  thirty-nine  miles  from  Pensacola. 
That  aside  from  this  action  on  tiie  part  of  white  democrats  in  controlling  the  few 
colored  voters  at  this  precinct  in  the  manner  above,  the  election  at  said  precinct  was 
conducted  and  held  in  a  perfectly  fair  and  legal  manner. 

JNO.  W.  HALL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  November,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  R.  A.  STEARNS, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
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NO  OCCASION  TO  8KND  VOTERS  TO  THE  COUNTRT. 

6tate  of  Florida,  Escambia  Connty : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  Thomas  L.  Watson  aod  Mark  White,  inspect- 
ors, and  E.  B.  Staples,  clerk,  and  John  W.  Wyatt,  United  States  supervisor  of  election, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  sav  that  they  were,  as  above  stated,  inspectOTs, 
clerk,  and  United  States  supervisor  of  election  of  poUinff-plaoe  No.  4,  Pensaoola  pre- 
cinct, State  aod  oonntv  aforesaid,  at  a  general  election  held  on  Tuesday,  November  7, 
A.  D.  1876 ;  that  at  said  polling-place  the  voting  was  mostly  done  between  the  hours  of 
8  a.  m.  and  1  p.  m. ;  that  at  no  time  from  1  p.  m.  till  the  polls  closed  at  sunset  was 
the  polling-place  crowded,  and  many  more  votes  might  have  been  polled  if  voters  pre- 
sented themselves  and  o£fered  to  vote ;  that  no  necessity  existed  for  sending  voters  to 
any  other  precinct ;  that  at  no  time  while  the  polls  were  open  was  there  any  trouble 
at  or  about  the  polls ;  that  all  the  inspectors  and  United  States  supervisors  expressed 
themselves  as  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  election  at  said  poUing- 
place. 

THOMAS  L,  WATSON. 

JOHN  W.  WTATT. 

EDWIN  B,  STAPLES. 

M.  S.  WHITE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  1876. 

K.  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

POLLING-PLACE  NO.  2. 

state  of  Florida,  Esciimbia  County : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  John  Ruling,  inspector,  Zebulon  Elgah, 
clerk,  and  William  W.  Cfarr,  United  States  supervisor  of  election,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  were,  as  above  stated,  inspector,  clerk,  and  United 
States  supervisor  of  election  at  polling-place  No.  2,  Pensacola  precinct.  State  and 
county  aforesaid,  at  a  general  election  held  on  Tuesday,  November  1.  A.  D.  1876 ;  that 
at  said  polling-place  the  voting  was  mostly  done  between  the  hours  or  8  a.  m.  and  2  p. 
m. ;  that  from  the  hour  of  2  p.  m.  and  to  the  time  of  closing  the  polls  at  sunset,  there 
was  little  voting  done,  and  at  no  time  from  2  p.  m.  was  the  polling-place  crowded,  and 
there  might  have  been  at  least  100  more  votes  polled  at  said  poUing-place  if  electors 
had  presented  themselves ;  and  no  necessity  existed  for  senaii^g  voters  to  any  other 
precinct  by  either  political  party ;  that  at  no  time  while  the  polls  were  open  was  there 
any  disturbance  at  or  about  the  polling-place. 

Z.  ELIJAH. 

WILLIAM  W.  CARR. 

JOHN  RULING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  November,  1876. 

R.  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court 

THE  TRAIN-LOAD  AT  MILLVIEW. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  ine  James  N.  Coombs,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  that  he  was  appointed  United  States  supervisor  of  election  at  Mill- 
view  precinct,  county  and  State  aforesaid,  and  that  he  acted  as  said  superviaer  at  said 
precinct  at  a  general  election  held  on  Tuesday  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1€76; 
that  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid,  a  special  train  arrived  at 
Millview,  over  the  Pensacola  and  Perdido  Railroad,  having  on  board  about  fiAy  white 
men;  that  upon  the  arrival  of  this  train  these  white  men  came  to  the  pollinip^-plaee 
and  o£fered  to  vote;  previous  to  the  arrival  of  this  train  from  Pensaoola,  I  received  a 
telegram  from  Geo.  E.  Wentworth,  of  Pensacola,  saying  that  a  train  was  to  leave  hav- 
ing men  on  board  who  had  already  voted  at  Pensacola.  Acting  npon  this  information 
I  challenged  the  first  man  who  offered  to  vote,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  already  voted, 
and  he  declined  to  take  the  oath  required  by  law,  and  I  challenged  all  of  this  party 
who  offered  to  vote,  and  but  three  of  them  voted ;  I  used  no  other  reason  for  challeni^- 
ing  except  that  the  parties  had  previously  voted  on  that  day ;  after  the  polls  closed 
the  men  returned  to  Pensacola  on  the  special  train  ;  also,  that  after  the  polls  closed  and 
while  the  canvass  was  being  made  the  general  expression  of  members  of  both  parties 
was  that  the  election  was  the  fairest  and  quietest  ever  held  at  that  precinct.  Also 
that  the  polls  were  opend  and  closed  as  the  law  directs,  and  that  every  effort  was 
made  on  the  part  of  both  parties  to  prevent  frauds. 

J.  N.  COOMBS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  November,  1876. 

R.  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  of  Circuit  Court 
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SUPSRVISOR  EXCLUDBD. 

State  of  Florida,  Esoambia  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876,  Charles  H.  Parlln 
who,  being  doly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  appointed  and  qnaUfied  as 
United  States  supervisor  of  election,  held  in  the  oonnty  of  Escambia,  State  of  Florida, 
on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  I  was  assigned  to  duty  at 
polling-place  No.  3,  in  the  precinct  No.  1,  known  as  Pensacola  precinct ;  that  at  eight 
o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  day  and  date  above  specified,  I  went  to  th^  polling-place  to 
assume  my  duties,  and  was  refused  admittance,  and  only  obtained  admittance  after  I 
had  gone  to  the  office  of  (George  E.  Wentworth,  chief  deputy  United  States  marshal, 
and  reouested  him  to  go  with  me  to  the  polling-place  and  demand  admission  for  me, 
which  be  done,  and  after  much  delay  I  was  allowed  to  take  my  place  inside  the  poll- 
ing-place, and  performed  my  duties;  I  was  selected  by  the  republican  party  as  a 
supervisor  to  act  at  the  polling-place  aforesaid. 

CHAS.  H.  PARLIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  S.  HALLMARK, 
Notary  Public,  Escambia  County,  Florida. 

▲  MAN  WHO  SAW  HIS  TICKET  OOUNTBD. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County,  ss : 

John  W.  Hall,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  clerk  of  election  a^ 
Bluff  Springs  precinct  No.  5,  of  Escambia  County,  State  aforesaid,  at  a  general  election 
held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  at  the  poUs  of  the  precinct  afore- 
said he  voted  a  republican  ticket.  That  he,  after  the  closing  of  the  said  polls,  saw  the 
votes  counted,  ana  that  there  were  but  four  republican  votes  among  those  polled,  one 
of  Sftid  votes  having  been  cast  by  affiant. 

JNO.  W.  HALL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

THOMAS  L.  WATSON. 
Notary  Public,  Escambia  County,  Fla. 

A  SPECIAL  TRAIN  FOR  REPEATERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

J.  A.  Parlin  de)>o8es  and  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  7tn  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  that  he  voted  at  the  pre- 
cinct held  in  the  city  of  Pensacola  j  and  deponent  further  says  that  at  about  two  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  the  day  and  date  aforesaid  he  received  information  that  a  special  train  was 
to  be  run  over  the  Pensacola  and  Perdido  Railroad,  from  the  city  of  Pensacola  to  the 
town  of  MiUview,  in  said  State  and  county,  to  take  voters  from  Pensacola  who  had 
alreadv  voted  to  vote  again  at  MiUview,  in  said  State  and  county ;  and  deponent  further 
says  tnat  he  took  a  horse  and  carriage  and  proceeded  to  the  said  town  of  MiUview, 
distance  about  eight  miles  from  the  said  city  of  Pensacola ;  that  he  arrived  at  MiUview 
about  thirty  minutes  before  said  special  train  arrived.  That  said  train  had  on  board 
about  fifty  white  men,  who,  immediately  upon  the  train  stopping,  came  to  the  polling- 

Slace,  as  if  to  vote,  headed  and  apparently  under  the  guidance  of  J.  E.  Tonge,  a  can- 
idate  on  the  democratic  ticket  for  presidential  elector,  but  upon  seeing  Mr.  William 
P.  Rice,  who  accompanied  me  to  MUlview,  and  myself  at  the  polls,  they  retired  a  short 
distance,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  consultation,  and  in  a  short  time  withdrew  from 
the  polls,  got  on  the  train,  and  returned  to  Pensacola  the  same  evening.  I  met  one  of 
the  party  who  went  to  MiUview  on  the  said  train,  and  he  informed  me  that  by  my 
presence  at  MiUview  the  democratic  party  had  lost  over  fifty  good  votes. 

J.  A.  PARLIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  December,  k^D,  1876. 

THOMAS  L.  WATSON, 
Notary  Public,  Escambia  County,  Fla. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  NIX'S  PRECIXCT. 

We,  the  undersigned,  voters  at  Nix's  precinct,  Escambia  County,  Florida,  hereby 
certify  that  we  attended  at  the  polls  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  no 
disturbance  occurred  at  the  polls  on  that  day,  and  that  the  election  was  conducted 
throughout  in  the  most  fair  and  friendly  manner ;  and,  further,  that  to  our  knowledge 
there  was  no  fraud  practiced,  and  that  there  were  no  complaints  thereof  at  or  around 
the  polls  on  the  day  aforesaid. 
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Witnese  onr  hands  this  Ist  day  of  Deoember,  1876. 


H.W.Heslin. 
I.  W.Jay,  jr. 
Toby  Fredericks. 
John  McCray. 
Charles  Gray, 
John  L.  Heam, 


James  D.  McDonald.  R.  Steams^  sr. 


W.W.Moore, 

B.  H.  Charles. 
Frank  Edmonds. 

C.  H.  Barkhardt. 
G.  W.  L.  Gallais. 


Thomas  Steams,  sr. 
C.  M.  Pierce. 
C.  E.  Baker. 
Richard  Morris. 
Nathan  Gwins. 


Frank  ElHah. 
William  Davis. 
Moses  White. 
Stephen  Kennedy. 
Philip  Johnson. 
John  Pepper. 


NO  CROWD  AT  POLL  NO.  1. 


state  of  Florida,  Escambia  County : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  John  £.  Callagham  and  Hiram  Foster,  in- 
spectors, and  Warren  M.  Abbott,  United  States  supervisor  of  election,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  were,  as  above  stated,  inspectors  and  United  States 
supervisor  of  election  at  polling-place  No.  1,  Pensacola  precinct.  State  and  county  afore- 
said, at  a  general  election  held  on  Tuesdav,  November  7,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  at  said  poll- 
ingoplace  the  voting  was  mostly  done  in  the  morning  between  the  hoars  of  8  a.  m.  and 
2  p.  m. ;  that  from  2  p.  m.  until  the  polls  cl<»sed  at  sunset  the  polls  were  not  crowded, 
and  more  votes  might  have  been  polled  if  electors  had  presented  themselves ;  that  at 
the  time  of  closing  the  polls  no  voting  was  being  done,  nor  was  there  any  votes  being 
offered,  and  no  necessity  existed  for  sending  voters  to  any  other  place  to  vote.  That 
while  the  polls  were  open  there  was  no  trouble  at  or  abont  the  polling-plaoe. 

WARREN  M.  ABBOTT. 

HIRAM  FOSTER. 

J.  E.  CALLAGHAM. 


Sworn  to  and  sabeoribed  before  me  this  30th  November,  1876. 


R.  A.  STEARNS, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
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CBBTIFICATB  OF  THB  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamiltoa  Connty : 

We,  the  nndersigned,  Thomas  N.  Belljadge  of  the  county  court  of  the  connty  stated, 
and  B.  £.  Ranlerson,  clerk  of  the  oircait  coart  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Stephen 
L.  Taylor,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  connty  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Hamilton,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy^four,  under  and  by  virtue  or  an 
act  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  cf  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,''  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatorv  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid,  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  goyernor  was  nine  hundred  and 
forty-one  (941  >  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Gleorge  F.  Drew  received  six  hundred  and  four- 
teen (614)  votes,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  (326) 
TOtcs,  David  S.  Walker  received  one  (1)  vote. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  (939)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  six  hundred  and  fifteen 
(615)  votes,  David  Montgomery  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  (324)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  nine  hundred  and 
forty-eeven  (947)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Wilkinson  Ci^l  received  six  hundred  and 
seventeen  (617)  votes,  James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  seventeen  (617)  votes, 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  seventeen  (617)  votes,  Robert  Bullock  re- 
ceived six  hundred  and  seventeen  (617)  votes,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  three  hundred 
and  thirty  (330)  votes,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  three  hundred  and  thirty  (3.30)  votes,  W. 
H.  Holden  received  three  hundred  and  thirty  (330)  votes,  T.  W.  Long  received  three 
hundred  and  thirty  (330)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  (943)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Jesse  J.  Finley  received  six  hundred  and  fourteen  (614)  votes,  Horatio  Bisbee,  Jr., 
received  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  (329)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  (929)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Nathaniel  I.  Patterson  received  five  hundred  and  ten  (510)  votes,  Thomas  N.  Bell  re- 
ceived four  hundred  and  nineteen  (419)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-one  (921)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :. William  J.  J.  Duncan  received  four  hundred 
and  forty-six  (446)  votes,  James  N.  Reid  received  three  hundred  and  ninety  (390)  votes, 
James  W    Gray  received  eighty-five  (85)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Jasper,  in  the  countv  aforesaid,  this  13th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

THOS.  N.  BELL, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Hamilton  County. 
B.  E.  RAULERSON, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Hamilton  County. 

S.  L.  TAYLOR, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Hamilton  County. 

Canvassed.  Eighty-three  votes  deducted  from  the  Tilden  electors,  fifty-eight  votes 
from  the  Hays  electors* 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 
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PreoiDot  No.  2,  Jasper,  not  canvassed ;  unanimoosly  mled  ont  by  the-  board ;  in  all 
three  hnndred  and  twenty-three  votes  for  Tilden  electors,  and  one  hundred  and  eio^ty- 
Ave  for  the  Hays  electors,  making,  with  the  other  mlinff  out,  six  hnndred  and  for^- 
nine  votes— two  hnndred  and  forty-three  votes  taken  m>m  Hayes  electors  andfonr 
hnndred  and  six  votes  from  the  Tilden  electors. 

8AHL.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

CHARGES  AND  SPECIFICATIONS. 

The  republican  candidates  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in 
the  county  of  Hamilton,  and  State  of  Florida,  charge  irregularities,  illegality,  and  il- 
legal voting  at  the  said  election,  and  specify  the  following  pa^iculars : 

1.  That  in  precinct  No.  2,  at  Jasper,  inspectors  of  said  election  did  not  remain  at  the 
close  of  the  polls  and  complete  the  canvass  and  return  of  the  vote  cast  at  said  precinct 
then  and  there,  and  without  adjournment ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  did  adjourn  be- 
fore completing  said  work,  two  of  the  inspectors  going  away  to  a  bar-room,  where  the 
ballot-box  was  left  all  night,  and  all  of  tnem  separating  from  each  other ;  and  that 
they  came  together  the  next  day,  the  ballot-box  having  Men  oat  of  their  costody  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  pretended  to  resume  the  canvass  and  complete  the  work,  and  to  oer- 
ti^  to  the  result  of  the  election ;  all  in  violation  of  the  statutes  in  such  case  made  and 
provided. 

2.  That  said  canvass  and  return  of  votes  was  not  made  by  nor  controlled  by  the  said 
inspectors;  but  the  same  was  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  other  parties,  who  counted 
the  ballots,  while  two  of  the  inspectors  were  loafing  around  on  the  street — at  one  time 
for  a  whole  hour-— out  of  the  sight  and  control  of  the  box.  And,  further,  that  said  can- 
vass was  so  incorrect  that  on  the  next  day,  when  the  work  was  resumed,  it  re- 
qnired  the  assistance  of  two  lawyers  to  finish  the  canvass  and  prepare  the  retami 
and  that  thereupon  the  said  inspectors,  on  the  day  after  the  election,  signed  the  said 
pretended  return  without  knowing  its  contents  or  being  satisfied  of  its  correctness. 

3.  That  a  number  of  persons  voted  at  said  precinct  for  the  democratic  candidates, 
who  were  not  legal  voters  at  said  place  of  votinj^. 

Contestants  file  the  following  affidavit  as  to  said  specifications : 

1.  Affidavit  of  George  F.  Smithson,  an  inspector,  showing  how  the  canvass  was  con- 
ducted at  said  polls,  and  in  support  of  specifications  2  and  3. 

2.  Certificate  of  inspectors  of  election  No.  2  precinct,  showing  the  number  of  votes 
cast  at  said  election.    There  was  511  in  all. 

3.  Affidavit  of  S.  L.  Taylor,  justice  of  the  peace,  same  as  Smithson,  and  showing  votes 
in  precinct  No.  2. 

That  at  the  county  canvass  of  said  county  on  the  13th  of  November,  1876,  it  appeared 
from  the  inspectors'  return  of  precinct  No.  3,  White  Spring  that  no  votes  were  cast  for 
the  office  of  elector  for  President  and  Vice-President  or  United  States,  and  thereupon  the 
said  county  canvassers  made  up  their  certificate  of  result  of  said  canvass  accoi^ing  to 
said  return,  and  thereupon  the  said  county  canvassers,  one  week  after  the  election,  re- 
ceived from  said  former  inspectors,  then  and  there  out  of  office  and  no  longer  author- 
ized by  law  to  make  any  certificate  or  return  of  the  vote  of  said  precinct,  a  pretended 
return  then  and  there  made  by  said  ex-inspectors,  but  which  was  then  and  there  a 
piece  of  worthless  paper,  no  more  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  evidence  than  a  last  year's 
almanac,  which  said  worthless  paper  stated  that  the  Tilden  electors  had  received  83 
and  the  Hayes  electors  58  votes,  and  the  said  canvassers  entered  said  vote  on  their  cer- 
tificate of  the  county  canvass  ot  said  county  of  Hamilton,  then  and  there  already  made 
out  and  certified. 

PROOF. 

4.  Official  returns  of  Hamilton  County  ou  file  in  secretary  of  state's  office,  showing 
erasures  and  interlineations  and  the  addition  of  said  votes. 

5.  Certified  copy  of  inspector's  original  return,  showing  that  no  votes  were  oast  for  the 
electors  of  President  and  Vice-President. 

6.  Affidavit  of  Judge  Thomas  N.  Bell,  county  judge  of  said  county,  and  one  of  the 
board  of  canvassers,  snowing  that  a  paper  was  handed  in  by  the  gentlemen  who  wers 
inspectors  of  the  election  seven  days  thereafter,  in  which  they  proceeded  to  set  forth 
that  votes  were  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President. 

7.  Affidavit  of  S.  L.  Taylor,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  one  of  the  county  canvassers, 
corroborating  the  statement  ot  Judge  Bell. 

8.  Affidavit  of  B.  £.  Raulerson,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Hamilton  County,  and 
one  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  corroborating  the  statement  of  Judge  Bell. 

The  said  candidates  ask  that  the  entire  vote  as  returned  by  precinct  No.  2  be  deducted 
from  the  return  of  said  county — ^from  democratic  candidates,  323 ;  from  republican  can- 
didates, 185.  Also  that  said  illegal  vote  be  deducted  from  the  vote  of  the  person  to 
whom  they  were  given. 

Also,  that  there  be  deducted  from  the  Tilden  electors  83  votes,  and  from  the  Hayes 
electors  58  votes. 

W .  M.  AMPT, 
For  Republican  Candidates. 
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IBRBGULAR  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

Stephen  L.  Taylor,  being  first  doly  sworn,  says  he  is  twenty-eight  years  of  age ;  that 
he  is  a  fanner,  and  resides  two  miles  from  Jasper,  in  said  county,  and  that  he  is  now 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  and  at  the  last  election  he  acted  as 
depntv  United  States  marshal,  and  was  on  duty  at  Jasper  precinct,  No.  2,  on  said  day. 

He  further  says  that  he  was  present  at  said  voting-place  all  of  said  day,  and  one 
hour  after  dark  went  home,  got  his  supper,  and  returned  to  the  polls,  and  found,  upon 
his  return,  the  inspectors  of  said  election  engaged  in  counting  the  ballots.  Affiant  says 
he  got  back  about  B  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  remained  there,  off  and  on,  until  2  in  the 
morning.  The  ballots  were  first  taken  from  the  box,  that  is,  counted  one  by  one  into 
a  trunk.  There  was  511  ballots  and  515  names  on  the  poll-list.  Mr.  W.  H.  Bevnolds, 
one  of  the  supervisors  of  election,  took  the  ballots  out  a  part  of  the  time  and  called  the 
namee  of  the  persons  voted  for  and  passed  it  to  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  part  o£  the 
time  to  outsiders,  who  folded  them  up  and  put  them  in  the  box. 

Mr.  Patterson,  son  of  a  candidate  for  senator  of  the  same  name,  a  democratic  candi- 
date for  the  senate,  also  took  a  part  in  the  handling  the  tickets  in  taking  them  fh>m 
the  tmnk  and  calling  off  the  names  on  the  ballot.  I  also,  not  an  inspector,  nandled  the 
ballots,  taking  them  out  of  the  tmnk,  and  I  gave  them  to  Mr.  Reynolds  to  read  the 
names  off.  Neither  Patterson  nor  Reynolds  were  inspectors  of  the  election.  The  in- 
spectors were  J.  £.  Tooten.  sr.,  David  Friar,  George  F.  Smithson.  While  I  was  takinjB^ 
the  ballots  out  of  the  trunk  I  opened  some  and  started  them  out,  separating  republi- 
can from  democratic  tickets.  This  I  could  do  by  the  feel  of  them.  The  republican 
ticket  was  piinted  on  fine  paper.  James  H.  Anchrem,  Jr.,  assisted  in  the  count  and 
canvass  by  keeping  tally.  Bishop  B.  Blackwell  also  helped  to  keep  the  tally;  he  is  a 
democratic  lawver.  Anchrem  and  Patterson  were  also  democrats.  J.  C.  Lees,  demo- 
cratic sheriff  of  the  county,  also  mixed  in  and  helped  in  the  canvass,  keeping  a  third 
tally.  Friar  and  Smithson,  two  of  the  inspectors,  were  outdoors  with  me,  the  affiant, 
for  a  while,  and  I  went  back  in  the  house  where  the  count  was  going  on,  but  they  re- 
mained out  for  some  time,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  they  came  back  together  or  not. 
Each  of  these  inspectors  went  out  several  times  while  the  count  was  going  on,  and 
while  the  inspectors  were  away  the  outsiders  I  have  named  were  doing  the  counting, 
and  they  continued  to  do  so  and  to  mix  in  even  after  the  inspectors  returned,  and 
while  thev  were  present.  J.  £.  Tooten,  one  of  the  inspectors,  complained  several  times 
because  the  other  inspectors  were  neglecting  their  business  and  leaving  the  place,  and 
spoke  to  them  about  it.  They  would  ask  him  to  go ;  he  would  refiise,  but  they  would  go 
any  way.  Tooten  did  nothing  at  all  by  way  of  assisting  in  the  canvass,  and,  while  the 
other  two  were  out,  he  was  standing  by  looking  on  but  not  assisting  either  in  keeping 
tally,  or  calling  names,  or  doing  anything,  while  outsiders  were  running  the  business 
and  monopolizing  the  work.  In  this  way  it  continued  off  and  on  until  2  a.  m.  next 
morning,  when  the  canvass  was  still  incomplete,  and  there  was  a  disagreement  in  the 
ooant.  The  inspectors  then  separated,  leaving  the  canvass  nnfinish^.  Mr.  Tooten 
went  home,  and  I  went  along  with  him  to  my  home  and  saw  hira  go  home. 

The  other  two  inspectors  also  left  the  room  where  the  canvass  was  going  on,  but  affi- 
ant cannot  say  if  they  took  the  ballot-box  with  them  or  not.  Next  morning  about  nine 
o'clock  affiant  went  back  to  the  court-house  and  found  Tooten  there,  but  neither  one  of 
the  other  two  inspectors  was  there  when  I  arrived,  but  came  afterward.  I  went  into  the 
room  where  the  canvass  was  resumed,  and  found  Mr.  Blackwell  fixing  up  the  returns, 
and  while  he  was  doing  this  the  inspectors  were  going  in  and  out,  but  neither  was 
looking  over  Mr.  Blackwell's  work,  nor  assisting  in  it.  I  was  in  and  out  from  time  to 
time.  Blackwell  was  working  at  them  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  Mr.  Reynolds,  already  named,  was  helping  him.  During  all  the  time 
affiant  was  there  none  of  the  inspectors  did  anything  with  the  papers  except  finally 
to  sign  them  after  Blackwell  and  Reynolds  had  fixed  them  up,  and  affiant  will  not 
swear  that  they  even  signed  them.  Affiant  savs  he  may  be  mistaken  about  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds being  there.    He  was  there  the  night  bemre. 

Affiant  rarther  says  he  was  one  of  the  county  canvassers  of  said  countv,  acting  in 
said  capacity  with  reluctance,  and  that  they  met  to  canvass  the  vote  of  said  county  on 
the  13tn  of  November,  1876,  and  that  on  said  day  the  certificate  from  precinct  No.  3. 
White  Spring,  contained  no  names  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  voted 
for. 

The  democrats  sent  for  the  inspectors  of  precinct  3,  and  had  them  make  a  statement 
on  said  day,  to  the  effect  that  theTilden  electors  had  received  eighty-three  votes,  and 
the  Hayes  electors  fifty-eight  votes.  And  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  by  a  majority 
ef  one,  decided  to  insert  tnose  figures  in  the  return  already  prepared  from  the  secre- 
tary of  state  and  governor.  Mr.  Raulersou,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  one  of  the  can- 
vassers, objected  to  doin^  this.  The  democrats,  about  three  or  four  in  number,  wanted 
me  to  coont  these  votes  in,  and  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  right  or  not,  and  so  they 
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Jromised  me  that  if  I  was  arrested  and  got  into  trouble  about  it,  and  was  taken  to 
acksonville  under  arrest,  they  would  see  me  out  and  pay  my  expenees. 

8TEPHEN  L.  TAYLOR. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  —  day  of  December,  1876. 
.[8KAL.]  L.  W.  OSBURN, 

Notary  Publio. 

PBBCINCT  RETURN  DOCTORED. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

B.  £.  Baulerson,  being  sworn,  says  he  is  the  olerk  of  the  oirooit  ooort  of  Hamilton 
County,  and  on  the  1.3th  of  November,  1876,  acted  as  one  of  the  county  canvasstfa  of 
the  election  held  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876,  that  the  return  then  on  file  in  his  office 
f^om  precinct  No.  3,  White  Sprinss,  did  not  certify  to  any  votes  cast  for  electors  of 
President  and  Yice-PresideDt,  and  this  fact  was  not  ascertained  until  November  13, 
1876,  at  2  p.  m.,  when  said  return  was  opened  for  the  first  time  by  the  canvassers ;  tliat 
on  said  day  democrats  hunted  up  the  inspectors  of  said  election,  and  they  prepared  a 
certificate  stating  that  the  Tilden  electors  had  eighth-three  votes,  and  the  Hayes  elect- 
ors had  fifty-eight  votes,  and  said  board,  affiant  ob^ting,  decided  to  erase  the  votes 
as  written  in  the  official  return,  and  insert  the  said  additional  votes,  and  the  same 
was  done  there  in  preclnt  No.  2,  for  precinct  No.  3,  said  precincts  being  eighteen  miles 
apart,  and  said  certificate  being  niade  &ix  days  after  the  election. 

B.  E.  RAULEBSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  December,  1876. 
[SEAL.  ]  T.  W.  OSBUEN, 

Notary  Public. 

NEGLECTFUL  OFFICERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

George  F.  Smithson,  being  sworn,  says  be  is  twenty-four  years  of  age ;  resides  in 
Hamilton  County,  four  miles  from  Jasper ;  born  and  raised  there;  was  an  inspector  of 
election  at  Jasper  precinct  No.  2  of  said  county  at  the  election  held  there  November 
7^  1876. 

The  other  inspectors  were  John  E.  Tooten  and  David  Friar.  Affiant  says  polls  were 
opened  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  sundown,  and  then  the  canvass  of  votes  be^au 
and  continued  until  2  a.  m.  the  next  morning.  The  poll-list  had  515  names  and  tliere 
were  511  ballots  in  the  box. 

During  the  count,  which  began  at  sundown  and  continued  until  2  a.  m.  next  morn- 
ing, I  was  out  of  the  room  where  the  count  was  going  on,  and  remained  oat  at  one 
time  upward  of  an  hour.  I  was  out  from  five  to  ten  minutes  on  three  or  four  other 
occasions.  David  Friar,  one  of  the  other  inspectors,  was  away  from  the  count  for  one 
hour  at  the  same  time  that  I  was  away  for  that  period  of  time.  The  count  went  on 
in  our  absence,  but  I  cannot  say  who  counted. 

I  asked  Stephen  L.  Taylor  to  take  my  place.  Three  or  four  other  parties  assisted  ia 
the  counting,  one  of  whom  was  Hugh  Patterson,  one  of  the  democratic  candidates  for 
senator.  Another  was  William  Reynolds,  supervisor.  I  don't  know  the  names  of  otlier 
parties. 

The  result  of  the  whole  thing  was  that  the  tally-sheet  did  not  agree,  and  the  can- 
vass was  not  completed  that  night,  and  the  inspectors  separated  and  went  home  with- 
out completing  the  canvass,  certifying  to  the  result,  or  signing  an^  paper. 

The  tally-sheets  were  left  in  the  sheriff's  office  that  night  by  official  Ftiar  and  Foster, 
and  the  ballot-box  was  taken  to  Friar  Vanvern. 

Next  morning  at  nine  o'clock  I  met  the  sheriff,  who  was  looking  for  me,  and  he  told 
me  to  come  to  the  sheriff's  office.  The  inspectors  then  all  met  at  the  sheriff^s  office  to 
finish  their  canvass,  and  then  and  there  finished  it  and  signed  the  certificates  of  resolt 
of  the  precinct. 

When  I  came  to  the  sheriff's  office,  Mr.  Tooten  asked  me  to  sign  the  certificate,  which 
was  already  completed  when  I  got  there.  There  were  two  lawyers  in  the  room  when 
affiant  got  there,  and  they  were  in  charge  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  election,  having 
prepar^  them  for  signature,  and  then  the  three  inspectors  signed  them.  Affiant  says 
that  he  cannot  say  wliether  the  return  of  result  of  precinct  was  correct  or  not  AiBant 
further  says  he  is  acquainted  with  Bom,  now  a  resident  of  the  second  pre- 

cinct ;  have  known  him  since  March  last,  and  has  resided  since  that  time  in  said  pre- 
cinct. He  is  said  to  have  voted  at  White  Springs,  third  precinct,  where  he  never  re- 
sided, having  come  to  the  Jasper  precinct  fix>m  Georgia. 

GEORGE  F.  SMITHSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[8RAL.]  JOSEPH  PURVIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  large. 
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DOCTOBSD  RBTURN8* 

tate  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

Thomas  N.  Bell,  conn ty  judge,  and  one  of  the  board  of  oonnty  canvassere  of  eleetion- 
retoms  held  on  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  the  connty  and  State  aforesaid, 
being  dnly  sworn,  says  that  when  the  board  met  for  the  purpose  of  oanvassing  the 
returns  of  election  held  in  said  connty,  on  examination  it  was  Jiscovered  that  the 
certificates  or  retoms  from  the  third  precinct  did  not  show  that  there  were  any  votes 
polled  at  said  precinct  for  presidential  and  vice-presidential  electors.  The  managers 
of  said  precinct  were  notified  of  the  fact,  wherenpon  they  made  out  and  filed  a  second 
certificate  showing  the  nnml>er  of  votes  polled  for  presidential  electors  only,  and 
second  return  or  certificate  was  incoiporated  with  the  first  returns  handed  in.  On 
motion  of  the  said  inspectors,  by  a  m^rity  of  the  board,  said  conntv  canvass  was 
held  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  at 
said  precinct  for  presidential  electors  was  one  hundred  and  forty-one,  as  follows : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  ei^hl^-three  votes ; 

James  £.  Tonge  received  eighty-three  votes ; 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  eighty-three  votes ;  and 

Robert  B.  Bullock  received  eigbty-three  votes ; 

F.  C.  Humphries  at  said  precinct  received  fifty-eight  votes; 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  fif^-eight  votes; 

W.  H.  Holden  received  fifty-eight  votes ;  and 

T.  W.  Long  received  fifty-eight  votes. 

THOS.  N.  BELL, 
Judge  Connty  Court,  Hamilton  Connty. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  E.  RAULERSON, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Hamilton  Connty. 

I,  Stephen  L.  Taylor,  do  certify  that  the  within  certificate  is  true  in  every  respect, 
and  that  I  wish  to  make  the  same  aifidavit. 

STEPHEN  L.  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  1876. 

W.  M.  McINTOSH, 

Notary  Public. 

DEMOCRATIC  REJOINDER. 

The  counsel  for  the  democratic  el^tors,  in  reply  to  the  objections  to  the  return  for 
Hamilton  County,  say  that  nothing  therein  impairs  the  validity  of  said  returns,  inas- 
much as  there  is  no  pretense  that  the  votes  returned  were  not  cast.  In  support  of  said 
return,  the  exemplification  of  the  precinct  returns  are  submitted. 

And  they  further  state  that  all  of  the  officers  conducting  said  election  and  making 
said  canvass  were  republicans. 

They  also  file  a  certified  copy  of  the  recorded  county  return,  showing  a  full  and 
accurate  canvass. 

DAVID  W.  SELLERS. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  Connty : 

We,  the  undersized,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  precinct  No.  1,  in 
the  county  of  Hamilton  ana  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  bv  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,''  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows, 
viz: 

For  Representative  in  Congress^  Jessee  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
(138)  votes;  Horatio  Bisbee  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Nathaniel  Q.  Patterson  received  one  hundred  twenty-eight  (128) 
votes ;  Thos.  N.  Bell  received  ninety-seven  (97)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Jas.  N.  Reid  received  one  hundred  twenty-two  (122) 
votes ;  W.  I.  J.  Duncan  received  ninety-five  (95)  votes. 

For  governor,  €^rge  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135)  votes ; 
MaroelTns  L.  Stearns  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes;  D.  S.  Walker  received  one  (1) 
vote. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135) 
votes;  David  Montgomery  leceived  eighty-four  (84)  votes. 

Whole  number  ofvotes  cast  for  President  and  Vice-President  electors  was  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  (239.) 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135) 
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Totes;  James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hnndred  and  thirty-five  (135)  votes;  Robert  B. 
Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135)  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  (135)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes; 
C.  H.  Pearoe  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden  received  eighty-four  (84) 
votes;  T.  W.  Long  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes. 

Witness  our«hands,  at  precinct  No.  1,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  seventy-six. 

A.  B.  TURNAQE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
CLAIBONE  BEVILL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
HENRY  HAWKINS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
I.  O.  JOHNSON  and 
A.  W.  SMITH, 

Clerks  of  Election. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

Jasper,  Clerk's  Office,  Nov,  25, 76. 
I,  B.  E.  Raulerson,  certify  that  the  within  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  returns  from  first 
district,  i>recinct  No.  1,  excepting  the  names  and  votes  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  Thos. 
A.  Hendricks,  which  are  the  same  as  electors 

This  blank  having  no  place  for  them  prevented  them  fh>m  being  placed  on  this 
•opy. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  the  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  E.  RAULERSON,  C.  C.  C.  H.  C, 
By  W.  F.  BURNAN,  D.  C. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  the  fourth  district 
precinct,  in  the  county  of  Hamilton  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,''  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto  approved 
February  27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  seventy-four  (74)  votes, 
MarcelTus  L.  Steams  received  two  (2)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hall  received  seventy-four  (74)  votes, 
David  Montgomery  received  two  (2)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jessee  J.  Finley  received  seventy-three  (73)  votes, 
Horatio  Bisbee  received  three  (:))  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Nathaniel  J.  Patterson  received  seventy-one  (71)  votes,  Thomas  N. 
Bell  received  four  (4)  votes. 

For  member  of  tne  assembly.  J.  N.  Reed  received  thirty-four  (34)  votes,  William  J.  J. 
Duncan  received  forty-one  ^41)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  seventy-six  (76)  votes,  James  E. 
Yonge  received  seventy-six  (76)  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seventv-six  (76)  votes, 
Robert  Bullock  received  seventy-six  (76)  votes,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  three  (3)  votes, 
C.  H.  Pearce  received  three  (3)  votes,  W.  H.  Holden  received  three  (3)  votes,  T.  W.  Long 
received  three  ^3)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  fourth  precinct,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

J.  S.  HAGAN8, 
Inspector  of  Election. 

T.  J.  HUNTER, 
Lispector  of  Election. 

J.  P.  CHISHIN. 
Inspector  of  Election. 
f,  T.  COOPER, 
Clerk  of  Election. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

I,  B.  E.  Raulerson,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  retoms  of 
fourth  district  precinct. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at  Jasper  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  E.  RAULERSON,  Clerk, 
By  W.  F.  BURNAN,  D.  C. 
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CERTEPICATB  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  SLBCTIOX. 

State  of  Florida,  HamiltoD  County : 

We,  the  nDdersigned,  inspeotors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  White  Springs,  in 
the  county  of  Hamilton  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eighfc  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27,  1872,  do  hereby/  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 
For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jessee  J.  Finley  received  eighty-three  (83)  votes ; 

received  fifty-eight  (58;  votes.       • 
For  State  senator, NatbanielJ.  Patterson  received  seventy-six (78)  Totes;  Thomas N. 
Bell  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  James  N.  Reid  received  sixty-seven  (67)  votes ;  William 
J.J.  Duncan  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

For  governor, George  F.  Drew  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes;  MarcellusXj.  Steams 
received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes ;  David  Mont- 
gomery received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  ;  James  £.  Tonge  received 

;    Robert  B.  Hilton  received  ;  Robert  Bullock  received ;  F.  C.  Hum- 
phries received ;  C.  H.  Pearce  received ;  W.  H.  Holden  received ;  T.  W. 

Lon^  received . 

Witness  our  hands,  at  White  Springs,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

ROBERT  W.  ADAMS,       . 
Inspector  of  Election. 
JAMES  W.  MULY. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
SAMPSON  TARVELL, 

Inspeotor  of  Election. 
BEN.  F.  JACKSON. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

I,  B.  E.  Raulerson,  clerk  of  the  court,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of 
the  first  returns  of  White  Spring  precinct,  as  on  file  in  this  office.  ' 

Witoess  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  Nov.  27th,  1876. 

B.  E.  RAULERSON,  C. 
By  W.  F.  BURNAM,  D.  C. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Jasper,  second  pre- 
cinct, in  the  county  of  Hamilton  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  ap- 
proved February  27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  a» 
foUows,  viz : 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jessee  J.  Fineley  received  three  hundred  and  twenty 
(320)  votes ;  H.  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  huudred  and  eighty-four  (184)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Nathaniel  J.  Patterson  received  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  (235) 
votes ;  Tbos.  N.  Bell  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (257)  vot^. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Jas.  N.  Reid  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (167) 
votes ;  Wm.  J.  J.  Duncan  received  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  (295)  votes ;  Jas.  W. 
Gray  received  twenty-nine  (29)  votes. 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  (321)  votes; 
Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  (183)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor.  Noble  A.  Hull  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  (322) 
votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  (181)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-three 
(323)  votes;  James  £.  Tonge  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  (323)  votes; 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  uiree  hundred  and  twenty-three  (323)  votes ;  Robert  Bul- 
lock received  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  (3*23)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  (185)  votes;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five(185)  votes:  W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  add  eighty-five  (185) 
votes;  T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  (185)  votes. 
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Witnefle  onr  bands,  at  Jaaper,  in  th«  county  aforesaid,  tbiB  seventh  (7)  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventv-six. 

DAVID  FRYOR. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JNO.  E.  INTEN, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
GEO.  F.  SMITHSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
E.  T.  SMITH, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

Jasper,  Clerk's  Office, 
November  20,  J.  D.  1876. 
I,  B.  E.  Raulerson,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Hamilton  County,  hereby  certify  that 
the  within  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  returns  of  election  held  at  precinct  No.  2,  at  Jasper, 
on  7th  of  November,  187o,  on  file  in  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  E.  RAULERSON,  Clerk, 
Per  W.  Q,  BURNAM,  D.  C. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

8tate  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

We,  the  undersized,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  White  Springs,  in 
the  county  of  Hamilton  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  tbe  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions/' approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Qeorge  F.  Drew  received  eighty-four  (84)  votee; 
MarcelTus  L.  Stearns  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  eighty -four  (84)  votes; 
David  Montgomery  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votee. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  I.  Finley  received  eighty-three  (83)  votes; 
Horatio  Bisbee  received  fifty-eight  (58)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Nathaniel  I.  Patterson  received  seventy-six  (76)  votes  j  Thomas 
N.  Bell  received  sixty-one  (61 )  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  James  N.  Reed  received  sixty-seven  (67)  votee ;  Will- 
iam L  L  Duncan  received  sixteen  (16)  votes;  James  W.  Gray  received  fifty-six (56) 
votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received ;  James  E.  Yonge  received 

;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received ;  Robert  Bollock  received ;  F.  C.  Humphries 

received ;  C.  H#  Pearce  received ;  W.  H.  Holden  received ;  T.  W.  Long 

received . 

Witness  our  hands  at  White  Springs,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 
(Signed)  ROBERT  W.  ADAMS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
(Signed)  JAMES  W.  MULLIS, 

Inspector  of  Eleotioo. 
(Signed)  SAMPSON  TORRELL, 

Inspector  of  ElectioD. 
(Signed)  BENJ.  F.  JACKSON. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

State  of  Florida^  Hamilton  County : 

Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Court,  November  25, 1876. 
I,  B.  E.  Raulerson,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  first  retarn  from 
White  Spring  precinct,  No.  3. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

B.  E.  RANLERSON, 
Clerk  of  C.C.H.C. 
By  W,  F.  BURNAM,  D.C. 

certificate  of  the  result  of  election. 

State  of  Florida,  Hamilton  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  White  Spring?  in 
the  county  of  Hamilton  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  ander  and  by  virtae  of 
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an  aet  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registratioD  of  electors  and  tbe  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6,  I6dti,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febra- 
ary  27, 1872,  ao  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Qeorge  F.  Drew  received ;  Maroellns  L. 

Steams  received . 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received ;  David  Mont- 
gomery received . 

For  Representative  in  Congress, received  ; re- 
ceived   . 

Sor  State  Senator. ; received 1 received . 

For  member  of  tne  assembly  ^■^— received ; received 


For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  eighty-three  (83)  votes ;  James E. 
Yonge  received  eighty-three  (83)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  eighty-three  (83) 
votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  eighty-three  (83)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received 
fifty-eight  (58)  votes;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  fifty-eight  (58)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden re- 
ceived fifty-eight  (58)  votes ;  T.  W.  Long  received  fifty-eight  (58)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  White  Springs,  in  tbe  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  W.  ADAMS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
(Signed)  J,  W.  MULLIS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
( Signed)  SAMPSON  TORVELL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
(Signed)  B.  F.  JACKSON, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Clerk's  Office,  Jasper,  November  25,  ^76. 
I,  B.  E.  Ranlerson,  clerk  of  the  circnit  court  of  Hamilton  County,  certify  that  the 
within  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  later  or  last  return  from  White  Spring  precinct,  No.  3. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  the  day,  &c.,  above  written. 

B.  E.  RANLERSON, 
Per  BURNAM.  D.  C. 

REPLY  OF  REPUBLICAX  COUNSEL. 

First.  As  to  precinct  No.  2,  Jasper.  That  the  mode  of  counting  the  votes  of  said 
precinct,  not  by  the  inspectors,  who.  from  the  testimouy,  are  shown  to  be  careless, 
mexperienced,  and  unskillful  men,  but  by  outsiders,  one  of  whom  was  the  son  of  a 
democratic  candidate  at  said  election  for  senator,  and  in  tbe  absence  of  said  inspectors 
for  nearly  an  hour  at  one  time,  and  at  other  times,  and  the  mode  of  preparing  their 
official  returns,  to  wit,  by  aid  of  democratic  lawyers  who  filled  out  the  blanks,  after  it 
was  ascertained  the  count  was  noc  right,  and  induced  and  persuaded  tbe  said  inspect- 
ors to  sign  the  same  without  first  reading  it  over  or  being  informed  of  its  contents, 
except  that  it  was  an  election  return,  and  all  this  being  done  and  completed  after  an 
adjoummeni  and  separation  of  tbe  inspectors  for  nearly  ten  hours,  and  at  a  place  differ- 
ent from  the  place  of  voting  ;  that  all  this  raises  the  presumption  that  the  *^  false  count" 
was  in  the  interest  of  "reform  and  retrenchment," (of  the  republican  vote,)  and  there- 
fore in  favor  of  democrats  and  not  of  republicans,  and  justifies  the  exclusion  of  the 
entire  vote  of  the  precinct  as  tainted  with  fraud  aud  irregularity,  and  as  being  no  indi- 
cation of  the  true  vote  of  said  precinct. 

Democratic  vote 323 

Republican  vote ^ 185 

PROOF. 

As  to  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  see  exhibit  of  democrats  on  file  showing  the  same, 
and  testimony  filed  by  republicans. 

Second.  As  to  precinct  No.  3,  White  Springs,  that  the  paper  filed  on  the  day  of  can- 
vass by  county  board  by  the  men  who  acted  as  inspectors,  being  prepared  by  them  at 
another  place  and  in  another  precinct,  eighteen  miles  from  the  place  of  voting,  and  six 
days  after  the  election,  as  shown  by  the  testimony  of  every  member  of  the  canvassing- 
board  on  file  in  the  contest,  said  paper  returned  being  antedated  six  days,  as  shown 
by  the  testimony  of  every  member  of  the  canvassing-board,  to  wit,  dated  November  7, 
*76,  when,  in  fact,  made  November  13,  76,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  a  certified 
copy  of  said  paper,  filed  by  democrats,  is  invalid,  because  made  by  men  no  longer  em- 
poioered  to  make  it,  and  false  because  antedated  and  improperly  filed  with  the  clerk  of 
court  and  was  improper'  included  in  the  count  of  the  county  board.  Republicans 
further  say  that  said  papers  here  introduced  by  the  democrats  in  the  shape  of  a  return 
of  the  electoral  vote  for  said  precinct,  being  invalid  and  unofficial,  and  the  mere  state- 
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ment  of  so  many  men  nnswom  is  not  testimony  in  the  contest,  being  in  violatton  of 
rule  Sth  of  the  board,  whioh  requires  testimony  to  be  oral,  by  affidavit  or  by  sndi  official 
certificates  as  are  made  evidenoe  by  law,  and  that  the  certiHed  copy  of  said  paper  is 
not  proof  of  the  tmth  of  i  to  contents  and  assertions ;  only  of  ito  existence  as  a  proper  or 
official  certificate  attesting  the  existence  of  a  paper  improper  to  be  filed,  neither  estsb- 
lishes  the  oontento  of  it  nor  makes  it  ndid  for  any  porpose  if  before  it  was  inyalid. 

Democratic  vote 83 

Republican  vote 58 

Whole  vote  asked  to  be  dedncted  from  return — 

Democratic 406  votes. 

Republican • 243  votes. 

W.  M.  AMPT, 
Of  Counsel  for  Republictns. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CAI5VASSER8. 

State  of  Florida,  Hernando  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  B.  Center,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  John  C.  Law,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  George 
W.  Geiger,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforei^id,  on  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember, the  same  being  three  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of 
Hernando  and  State  aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled,  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1&72.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  afore- 
said— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  seven  hundred  and  eighteen 
(718)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

George  F.  Drew  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-three  (583)  votes. 

Maroellus  L.  Stearns  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-four,  (184.) 

Ivando  Frierson  received  one  (1)  vote. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  seven  hundred  and 
seventeen  (717)  votes,  as  follows,  viz: 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  (579)  votes. 

David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-three  (723)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  five  hundred  and  seventy  nine  (579)  votes. 

James  E.  Yonge  received  five  hundred  and  seventy -nine  (579)  votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (578)  votes. 

Robert  Bullock  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  (579)  votes. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes. 

T.  W.Long  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Represeutative  in  Congress  was  seven  hun- 
dred.and  nineteen  (719)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  five  hundred  and  eighty  (580)  votes. 

W.  J.  Purman  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  six  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  (698)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

W.D.  Enbanks  received  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (557)  votes. 

Arthur  St.  Clair  received  one  hundred  and  forty-one  (141)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Brooksville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
tenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six. 

W.  B.  CENTER, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Hernando  Countj\ 
JOHN  C.  LAW, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Hernando  County. 

GEORGE  W.  GEIGER, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Hernando  County. 

Canvassed.    Five  votes  deducted  from  the  democratic  electors. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 
11  FLA 
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RKPUBLICAX  SPECIFICATION. 

The  republican  candidates  charge,  that  at  the  election  of  November  7,  at  the  BrookB- 
ville  precinct,  in  Hernando  County,  the  following  perHons  illegally  voted  for  the  Tildeu 
electors  and  other  deraocratic  candidates : 

David  Heisler,  James  Heisler,  James  Chapman ,  George  Montgomery ;  and  that  Charlce 
Rogers  illeg^ly  voted  at  said  precinct. 

In  supportrof  this  charge  are  submitted  the  affidavits  of  (1)  Arthur  St  Clair,  (2) 
Benjamin  Saxon,  and  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

They  also  charge  irregularities  in  the  registration  of  said  county,  and  in  notifyin;;. 
holding,  and  returning  the  results  of  said  election,  proof  of  which  will  be  snbmitttd 
hereafter. 

NON-RESIDENTS  VOTED. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss : 

Arthur  St.  Clair,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  Brooksville. 
in  the  county  of  Hernando,  in  said  State  of  Florida ;  and  that  at  the  general  electiou 
held  in  said  county  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876,  for  electors  of  President  and  Victs 
President,  he  acted  as  supervisor  of  election  under  the  law  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Brooksville  precinct ;  that  he  saw  David  Heisler,  James  Heisler,  and  James  Chapman 
vote  a  ballot  at  said  precinct  for  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors,  and  that  he  exam- 
ined the  poll-list  of  said  precinct  and  saw  their  names  thereupon. 

And  deponent  further  says  that  he,  of  his  own  knowledge,  knew  when  the  said  David 
Heisler,  James  Heisler,  and  David  Chapmau  came  to  Brooksville,  to  wit,  the  said  David 
Heisler,  James  Heisler,  early  in  January,  1676,  and  the  said  Chapman  at  a  later  day  in 
January  ;  and  that  the  said  David  and  James  Heisler,  immediately  after  their  arrival 
at  said  Brooksville,  told  deponent  that  they  had  just  come  from  Thomasville,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  that  they  had  previously  been  residents  in  the  said  State  of 
Georgia ;  and  deponent  further  says  that  the  said  James  Chapman  stated  repeatedly, 
very  soon  after  his  coming  to  Brooksville,  that  he  had  immediately  previous  to  said 
coming  been  residing  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and  deponent  therefore  charj^es 
that  the  said  David  Heisler,  James  Heisler,  and  James  Chapman  were  not  legal  voters 
in  the  said  county  of  Hernando,  because  they  had  not,  nor  had  any  one  of  them  bad 
his  habitation,  domicile,  home,  and  place  of  permaneut  abode  in  Florida,  one  year  next 
preceding  the  said  7th  day  of  November. 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss  : 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  •23d  dav  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

E.  M.  CHENEY, 
Notary  Public  at  Large. 

TWO   VOTERS  FROM   GEORGIA. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss : 

Benjamin  Saxon,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  Brooksville, 
Hernando  County,  in  said  State  of  Florida,  and  that  he  is  the  sheriff  of  said  county ; 
that  he  knows  George  Montgomery  and  Charles  Rogers,  of  said  Brooksville;  that  he 
knows  when  they  came  to  reside  in  said  Brooksville ;  and  that  the  said  Montgomery 
came  in  January,  1876,  and  the  said  Charles  Rogers  as  late  as  February,  1876 ;  that  the 
said  Montgomery  has  repeatedly  told  this  deponent  that  he  was  raised  in  Georgia,  and 
has  always  resided  there  until  he  came  to  Hernando  County,  in  this  State,  in  the  month 
of  January ;  that  the  said  Rogers  has  lived  in  the  same  house  with  this  deponent  for 
three  or  four  months  last  past ;  that  immediately  after  his  coming  to  Brooksville  the 
said  Rogers  has  stated  to  this  deponent  that  he  came  to  said  Brooksville  directly  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  where  he  had  lived  for  many  years  ;  that  the  said  Rogers,  after 
he  had  registered  as  a  voter  at  the  late  general  election  on  the  7th  day  of  November 
instant,  said  to  this  deponent  that  he  had  been  persuaded  so  to  register  by  a  man 
named  Willson,  and  that  the  said  Rogers  had  not  resided  one  year  in  the  State  of 
Florida.  And  deponent  further  says  that  he  knows  of  another  Charles  Rogers,  and  of 
no  other  George  Montgomery  than  the  one  above  named  in  the  county  of  Hernando. 

BEN.SAXOX. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.D.  1876. 

E.  M.  CHENEY, 
Notary  Public  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss: 

Arthur  St.  Clair,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  GJeorge  Montgomery  and 
Charles  Rogers  referred  to  in  the  above  affidavit  of  Ben.  Saxon ;  that  he  saw  the  said 
(ieorge  Montgomery  deposit  his  ballot  at  the  Brooksville  precinct,  in  said  Hernando 
County,  at  the  general  election  on  the  7th  of  November  instant  for  electors  of  Preai- 
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dent  and  Vice-PresideDt ;  that  he  was  present  at  the  nolling-place  in  said  precinct  in 
the  capacity  of  inspector  of  election,  and  that  the  ballot  so  cast  by  said  Montgomery 
for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  for  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  candi- 
dates for  the  office  of  electors.  And  deponent  farther  says  that  he  did  not  see  the 
above-named  Charles  Rogers  Tote  at  said  election,  bnt  that  he  has  examined  the  poll- 
list  in  said  precinct  and  that  the  name  of  Charles  Rogers  appears  thereon. 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR, 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

E.  M.  CHENEY, 
Notary  Public  at  Large. 

DEMOCRATIC  REPLY. 

The  counsel  for  the  democratic  electors,  in  reply  to  the  objections  to  the  retarn  for 
Hemaudo  County,  say  that  they  have  no  knowledge,  only  hearsay,  stated  in  the  affi- 
davit of  St.  Clair,  but  they  presume  if  the  facts  are  so,  that,  as  the  persons  came  from 
South  Carolina  and  were  in  communication  with  St.  Clair,  a  well-known  republican, 
that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  said  Montgomery  voted,  and  that 
he  voted  the  democratic  ticket;  that  the  disqualilication  of  the  said  Montgomery 
is  dependent  on  an  alleged  affidavit  of  Benjamin  Saxon,  who  was  not  sheriff  of  said 
county,  but  one  Ben.  W.  Saxon,  who  was  then  ill,  died  November  28,1876,  and  the 
signature  to  said  affidavit  is  worthless  in  their  belief. 

S.  PASCO. 
Counsel,  &c. 

IDENTIFICATION   OF  SIIEKIFF's  SIGNATURE. 

The  state  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Joseph  Bowes,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  afore- 
said, James  T.  Maghee,  citizen  of  fampa,  county  of  Hillsborough,  and  State  aforesaid, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  sheriflf  of  Hernando  County  :  that  the 
said  sheriff  died  at  the  hotel  Warwick  last  week ;  that  the  said  sheriff  is  known  by 
the  name  of  Ben.  Saxon,  and  so  signs  his  name  to  letters  and  official  documents.  De- 
ponent further  says  that  he  has  seen  the  said  sheriff,  Ben.  Saxon,  write,  and  has  exam- 
ined his  signature  to  his  affidavit  taken  before  E.  M.  Cheney,  notary  public,  ou  the  2^^ 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  concerning  the  election  in  Hernando  County,  and  from 
his  knowledge  of  said  Saxon's  handwriting  he  says  that  Ben.  Saxon,  signed  thereto,  is 
the  signature  of  the  sheriff  of  Hernando  County. 

JAMES  T.  MAGHEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribel  before  me  this  3d  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

fsEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY   CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

We,  the  underHi^ned,  William  H.  Milton,  jndgo  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  John  N.  Staley,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Wash- 
ington Chapman,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  oonstitutiDg 
the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  three  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the 
county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  hold- 
ing of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  186:^,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved 
February  27,  1-^72.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  twenty-six  hund- 
red and  ninety-two,  (2,6i>2,)  as  follows,  viz  :  George  F.  Drew  received  thirteen  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  (1,397  ;)  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  (1,295.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  tweoty-six  hund- 
red and  ninety-three,  (2,693,)  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  thirteen  hundred 
and  ninety -six,  (1,396:)  David  Montgomery  received  twelve  hundred  and  nlBety-seveu, 
(1,297.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  twenty-six 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  (2,688,)  as  follows,  viz :  Robert  H.  M.  Davidjson  received 
thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  (1,395;)  William  J.  Purmau  received  twelve  hund- 
red and  ninety-three.  (1,293.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  (2,784,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call 
received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  (1,397  ;)  James  E.  Yonge  received  thirteen 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  (1,397  ;)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  thirteen  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  (1,397 ;)  Robert  Bullock  received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
(1,397;)  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  (1,299;) 
Charles  H.  Pearce  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  (1,299 ;)  William  H.  Hol- 
den  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  (1,299;)  Thomas  W.Long  received 
twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  (1,299.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  twenty-six  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  (2,689.)  as  follows :  William  D.  Barnes  received  thirteen  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  (1,392  ;)  Fuller  White  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  (1,297.) 

That  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  eight  thousand 
and  thirty-seven,  (8,037,)  as  follows,  viz:  James  T.  McClellan  received  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-live,  (1,375  ;)  Whitman  Kimbell  received  thirteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  (1,3^.5;)  John  H.  McKenne  received  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  (1,393:) 
William  II.  Parker  received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-one,  (1,291  ;)  Jesse  Robinson 
received  twelve  hundred  and  ninety- seven,  (1,297  ;)  John  Gilbert  received  twelve  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six,  (1.296.)  ^ 

Witness  our  bands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Marianna,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  tenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Jackson  County. 
J.  N.  STALEY 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  Countv  Courts  of  Jackson  County. 
WASHINGTON  CHAPMAN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Jackaon  County. 

Friendship  chnreh,  r«jected  145  forTilden  electors  and  44  for  Hayes  electors;  Camp- 
bellton,291  for  Tilden  electors  and  77  for  the  Hayes  electors. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

phairnian. 
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AFFIDAVITS  IX  REGARD  TO  ELECTION   AT  SNEED^S  STORE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  State  and  county,  personally  came 
Alexander  Merritt,  Robert  J.  Pitman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know 
William  K.  Robinson  and  Benjamin  Smith  ;  that  after  the  election  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  1876,  they  heard  said  Robinson  and  Smith  say,  in  Marianna,  that  they  at- 
tended the  election  at  Sneed's  store  precinct,  in  said  county ;  that  they  reached  there 
soon  after  the  voting  commenced  and  remained  there  all  day,  and  until  the  ballots 
were  counted  out  and  returns  made  up ;  that  they  watched  the  election  and  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  of  it  and  the  counting  of  the  votes  closely,  and  that  they  believed 
that  said  election  and  counting  of  the  ballots  was  fair  and  free  from  fraud ;  that  they 
had  no  objection  to  make  against  said  precinct,  except  that  they  thought  the  polls 
were  opened  before  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  though  they  did  not  know  the  time. 

R.  J.  PITMAN. 

A.  MERRITT. 

Sworn  before  me  November  2,5,  187r». 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State,  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Armsted  Banks,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the 
election  at  Sneed^s  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  da^  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
and  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable, 
quiet,  and  free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats ;  that  the 
election  at  said  precinct  was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  frauds.  Every  one 
voted  as  he  desired  ou  the  day  of  election.     /  am  a  colored  man, 

ARMESTEAD  BANKS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21  st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Larkin  Davis,  Anthony  B.  Lanier,  D.  H.  Player,  Jefferson  Griffin,  L.  L. 
Ellerbee,  C.  C.  Davidson,  W.  D.  Williams,  well  known  to  me,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
say  that  they  attended  the  election  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  Sneed's 
store  precinct,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  voted  there ;  that,  in  our 
opinion,  the  election  was  opened  shortly  after  8  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  sundown  ; 
that  all  present  had  voted  long  before  sundown  ;  that  said  election  was  quiet  and  free 
from  excitement.  There  was  no  disturbance,  no  intimidation,  directly  or  indirectly  ; 
all  voted  freely  and  as  they  pleased.    There  was  no  strangers  there. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  came  Daniel  A. 
Kemp  and  Sidney  R.  Kemp,  George  B.  Robinson  and  D.  Bassett,  citizens  of  Florida, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  were  present  at  Sneed^s  store  at  the  election  on  the 
7th  instant ;  they  saw  no  Alabnmians  or  Georgians  present  or  voting ;  everything  was 
quiet  and  peaceable ;  no  intimidation  that  we  know  of. 

DANIEL  A.  KEMP. 
SIDNEY  R.  KEMP. 
EDGAR  D.  BASSETT. 
GEORGE  B.ROBINSON. 
Sworn  before  me  November  20,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Alonzo  Lee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  election 
at  Sneed's  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  voted 
the  republican  ticket.  That  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiet,  and 
free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats ;  the  election  at  said 
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precinct  was  free  from  iutimidation  and  from  frauds  ;  every  one  voted  as  he  pleased 
on  the  day  of  election.    I  am  a  colored  man. 

ALONZO  LEE,  his  x  mark, 
Sworn  to  and  8ub:cribed  before  me  this  2'2d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  William  H.  Milton,  Joseph  Callaway,  Benjamin  F. 
Parker,  and  W.  Daveny,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  they  were 

£  resent  at  the  clerk's  office  in  Marianna,  Jackson  County,  Florida,,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
ovember,  when  the  canvassing-board  met,  William  H.  Milton,  as  county  judge,  and 
J.  N.  Staley,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  Washington  Chapman,  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  composed  said  board,  and  at  the  canva^ing  of  the  votes  of  the  different  pre- 
cincts, when  the  vote  of  Sneed's  store  precinct  was  being  examined,  one  William  K. 
Robinson  objected  to  the  counting  of  the  vote  of  said  precinct  upon  the  ground  that 
he  was  regularly  appointed  inspector  for  said  precinct,  and  that  he  thought  the  election 
was  declared  open  before  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  which  was  contrary  te  law;  but  he, Rob- 
inson, stated  that  he  had  no  watch,  only  judged  so;  that  the  election  was  peaceable 
and  fair ;  no  fraud  that  he  was  aware  of;  no  objection  could  be  had  to  the  election  at 
Sneed's  store,  except  as  to  the  time  it  was  opened. 

W.H.MILTON. 
W.  DAVENY. 
J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 
B.  F.  PARKER. 
Sworn  before  me  December  2d,  1676. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  Slate  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  W.  B. 
Robertson,  George  B.  Robertson,  sr.,  Wm.  Carpenter,  Moses  Conyers,  J.  H.  Watts,  John  J. 
Carpenter,  and  Henry  Carpenter,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  they  were  pres- 
ent at  Sneed^s  precinct  at  an  election  held  there  on  the  7th  instant ;  said  election  was 
quiet  and  peaceable,  as  far  as  we  know,  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  acte,  thai 
we  know  of,  and  no  undue  influence  used  to  secure  the  vote  of  any  one  that  we  know 
of.  We  have  resided  in  Jackson  County  many  years,  and  no  Alabamians  or  Georgians 
voted  to  our  knowledge  at  said  precinct. 

W.  R.  ROBERTSON. 
GEO.  B.  ROBERTSON. 
WILLIAM  CARPENTER,  his  x  mark. 
J.  H.  WATTS. 
MOSES  CONYERS. 
JOHN  J.  CARPENTER. 
HENRY  CARPENTER,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  before  me  this  23d  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Adam  C.  White,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  elected  as  clerk  at  the  precinct 
known  as  Sneed's  store,  by  the  inspectors,  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  was 
duly  sworn,  and  kept  a  true  list  of  the  voters,  and  the  returns  made  to  clerk  of  circuit 
court  and  county  judge  were  correct.  There  was  no  intimidation  by  word,  deed,  or 
gesture  to  influence  any  voter  that  I  know  of.  No  undue  influence  was  exercised  to 
influence  any  voter  that  I  know  of.    No  citizens  of  Alabama  or  Georgia  voted. 

ADAM  C.  WHITE. 
Sworn  before  me  November  20,  187C. 

W.  H.  MILTO^i, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Floridar,  Jackson  County : 

^  Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  came  Daniel 
Neal,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  duly  appointed  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
election  at.Neal's  Landing,  but,  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  County,  declined 
to  act  as  such  to  the  other  inspectors,  and  was  Dot  at  NeaPs  Landing  the  day  of  the 
election  until  after  S  o'clock  a.  m. ;  and  when  he  arrived  the  polls  were  open  and  voting 
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going  on.  Every  one  seemed  to  voie  as  tbey  pleased.  There  was  no  intimidation  that  I 
know  of  by  words  or  threats.  Everything  quiet,  and  no  votes  that  1  know  of  from 
Alabama  oV  Georj^ia  line. 

DANIEL  NEAL,  his  x  mark. 

November  23,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  .  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Jesse  Eppes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  election 
at  Sneed's  store.  In  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  voted 
the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiet,  and  free 
from  disturbance  in  any  way,  on  the  part  of  democrats ;  the  election  at  said  precinct 
was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  fraud  ;  every  one  voted  as  he  desired  on  the  day 
of  the  election.    I  am  a  colored  man. 

JESSE  EPPS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  nie  this  2lst  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

rOLL-LlST. 

Names  of  persons  voting  at  SneacCs  store  at  the  election  held  there  November  7,  1676,  puj'suant 
*    to  the  secretary  of  state's  notices  and  according  to  Jaw. 

Names. 


No. 


Namea. 


No. 


Names. 


1.  Littleton  King. 

2.  B.T.Samson. 
X  J.  F.  Joiner. 

4.  Charles  Davis. 

5.  J.  A.  Lanier. 

6.  W.  A.  J.  Ham.  * 

7.  Geo.  Taylor. 

8.  Sam  Morten. 

9.  T.  H.  Cook. 

10.  Geo.  Lanier. 

11.  James  Cook. 

l*i.  S.  N.  Beauchamp. 

13.  Lawson  Snead. 

14.  P.  R.  Green. 

15.  J.  W.  Green. 

16.  D.  Burnett. 

17.  Cole  SuUevan. 
16.  John  Edenfield. 

19.  Augustus  Beauchamp. 

20.  David  Ham. 
2L  B.  F.  Sims. 

22.  J.  R.  Vaunn. 

23.  F.M.Traylor. 

24.  C.  T.  Traylor.* 

25.  Charles  L.  Burnett. 

26.  ErwJn  Simpson,  jr. 

27.  R.  F.  Edenfield. 

28.  S.  L.  Ellenbee. 

29.  Jessie  Bradley. 

30.  T.  M.  Murrv. 

31.  W.H.DvkesJr. 

32.  W.  D.  Simpson 

33.  W.V.Jackson. 

34.  Samuel  Simpson. 

35.  Guss  Simpson. 

36.  John  M.Allen. 

37.  L.  C.  Armstead. 
3-'.  Thomas  Simpson. 

39.  Lawrence  Lanier. 

40.  Charles  Sims. 

41.  Isaiah  Bradley. 

42.  J.  E.  Snljivan. 

43.  E.  R.  McCartv. 


46. 
47. 


51. 
52. 


44.  J.  W.  L.  Jenkins. 

45.  Madison  Heath. 

A.  B.  Lanier. 

J.  H.  King. 

48.  Thomas  Sims. 

49.  J.  T.  Bryan. 

50.  B.Roberts.* 
J.  B.  Hindersou. 
Peter  McFarlin. 

5.3.  W.  H.  Napp.  * 

54.  Moses  Dees. 

55.  Silas  Welch. 

56.  Wm.Gubhs. 

57.  T.  R.  Jordan. 

58.  John  Carrell. 

59.  W.  D.  McDaniel.* 

60.  Larkin  Davis. 

61.  J.  A.  Hoovar. 

62.  J.  McFarlin. 

63.  Thos.  L.  Mears. 

64.  John  B.  Lockey. 

65.  J.H.Stone. 

66.  James  Carpenter. 

67.  James  McMillan. 

68.  Jesse  Durdon. 

69.  John  Durdon. 

70.  Henry  G.  Sims. 

71.  Jesse  Plair. 

72.  G.  R.  Hamalton. 

73.  Joe  Dudley. 

74.  Juby  Cowen.* 

75.  A.  J.  Sims.* 

76.  Redin  Hill. 

77.  John  O.  Sullivan. 

78.  John  R.  Scott. 

79.  Ebensger  Fanier. 

80.  John  Samson. 

81.  Isaac  Simmons. 

82.  H.  H.  Strickland. 

83.  James  Simpson. 
81.  W.H.Marshall. 
85.  J.L.McMillen. 
S6,  Armstead  Banks. 


No. 

87.  John  P.  Mears. 
HS.  David  Dial.* 

89.  Fotor  Lightfoot. 

90.  D.  H.  Plair. 

91.  Jefferson  Griffin. 

92.  Joshua  Money. 

93.  Albert  Dixion. 

94.  Lawrence  White. 

95.  J.  J.  Carpenter. 

96.  Andrew  Donald. 

97.  Lewis  Donald. 

98.  Adan  Donald.  * 

99.  Mathew  Grinsley. 

100.  P.  Hurn. 

101.  Greenbury  Cook. 

102.  Geo.  Hill. 

103.  Allen  Dudley. 

104.  J.  M.  Wailer. 

105.  John  S.  Carroll.* 

106.  James  Bnckhannan. 

107.  William  Dudley. 

108.  Sam  Russ. 

109.  Jesse  Stephens. 

110.  Wm.  Bray. 

111.  J.  R.  Scott. 

112.  J.P.Lanier. 

113.  Joseph  Mercer. 

114.  Moses  Conger. 

115.  J.  F.  Watts. 

116.  W.D.Owens. 

117.  Henry  Dukea. 

118.  Amos  Dawson. 

119.  Jesse  Epps. 

120.  C.  W.  Edenfield. 

121.  Martin  Waldrop. 

122.  Wiley  Alfred. 

123.  Jack  Solomon. 

124.  Peter  Fluelleu. 

125.  Dempsey  Hill. 

126.  J.  C.  Kemp. 

127.  Asa  Mercer. 

128.  J.  L.  Powell. 

129.  Cornelius  Stephens. 


*  Not  on  hst— sworn. 
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130.  McGallsbury  Scott. 

131.  H.  D.  MuskVovcs. 
I2rz.  Jonathan  Hill. 

133.  William  Hill. 

134.  Michael  Saunders, 
i:^.  Step  Griffin. 

136.  Charlton  Banks. 

137.  Geo.  Wilson. 

138.  Nelson  Smith, 
i:^.  Dennis  Holmes. 

140.  Henry  Hewitt. 

141.  Nathan  Hawkins. 

142.  Willis  Dukes. 

143.  Lewis  Carr. 

144.  James  Nealy. 

145.  John  Reed. 

146.  Sandy  Smith. 


PoU'list — Continued. 

147.  G.B.Robinson. 

148.  D.H.Kemp. 

141).  Galloway  Johnson. 

150.  Wm.  Carpenter. 

151.  Zechled^e  Johnson. 

1 52.  Wm .  B.  Kobi  nsou . 

153.  Frank  Walken. 

154.  Alonza  Lee. 
15.5.  Geo.  Hill. 

156.  John  Darby. 

157.  Henry  Carpenter. 

158.  Geo.  Robinson,  jr. 
151).  Green  Ladbetter. 

160.  Sam  Kelly. 

161.  James  Car. 

162.  Sampso  Moonny. 

163.  C.  H.  Davidson. 


164.  D.W.Williams. 

165.  J.  T.  Thigpen. 

166.  A.  C.  White. 

167.  W.  S.  Pope. 

168.  W.P.Snead. 

169.  Eli  Whiddor. 

170.  Ben  Smith. 

171.  J.  P.  King. 

172.  Richard  Mills. 

173.  Mike  Smith. 

174.  W.R.  Robinson. 

175.  John  P.  Lackey. 

176.  Aaron  Harden. 

177.  Newton  Bryan. 

178.  James  Griffin. 

179.  C.  H.  Mercer. 

180.  Oscar  Scott. 


OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLEK  BEF-QRE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

I,  the  nndersigned,  Adam  C.  White,  clerk  of  an  election  held  atJSnead's  store,  in  the 
county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holdiDg 
of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  l';^!^,  and  an  act  amendatoiy  thereof,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 27,  187*2,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before- 
mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud, 
deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

ADAM  C.  WHITE, 

Clerk  of  Election. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before 


nie  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

J.  T.  THIGPEN,  Inspector. 
W.  R.  SNEAD,  Inspector. 
WM.  S.  POPE,  Inspector. 


OATH  TO   BE  TAKEN   BV  THE  INSPECTORS   BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Countj* : 

We,  the  nndersigned,  J.  T.  Thigpen,  W.  S.  Pope,  W.  R.  Snead,  inspectors  of  w 
election  held  at  Snead's  store,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  th  e 
seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  an  d 
seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  Augnst  6,  1668,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
form the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  beforementioned  election  according  to  law,  aud 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

J.  T.  THIGPEN, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  S.  POPE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  R.  SNEAD, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  SNEED'S  STORE. 


State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  for  Jackson  Connty^  personally  came  C.  C 
Sullivan,  W.  R.  Sneed,  John  W.  Green,  William  Bray,  L.  E.  Weston,  P.  R.  Green,  GeorR* 
W.  Taylor,  J.  T.  Thigpen,  J.  P.  King,  W.  S.  Pope,  B.  T.  Lauson,  A.  C.  W^hite,  and  P. 
Ham,  who  being  sworn  say  that  they  were  present  at  the  election  held  at  *Sneeii*s  store 
in  said  county,  on  the  7th  of  this  month ;  that  the  polls  were  not  opened  before  :i^ 
o'clock  a.  m.  ;  that  the  two  inspectors  Sneed  and  Pope  were  chostn  by  the  cjualifted 
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voters  present  to  serve  as  such,  after  the  bonr  of  8  a.  m.;  that  the  other  inspectors, 
Robinson  and  Dixon,  did  not  arrive  at  the  polls  nntil  after  8  o'clock  a.  ni.^  and  one  of 
them,  to  wit,  Dixon,  not  till  late  in  the  afternoon;  that,  the  election  was  qniet  and 
fair,  so  far  as  they  know ;  that  there  was  no  distarbance  of  any  kind  ;  that  no  voters 
from  Alabama  voted  at  that  precinct,  as  they  are  aware  of;  that  they  are  well  ac- 
qaainted  with  the  people  of  the  neighborhood,  having  resided  in  that  neighborhood  a 
number  of  years,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  voters  who  attended  that 
precinct ;  that  they  heard  no  complaint  during  the  day  of  illegal  or  improper  voting, 
and  they  mingled  freely  with  the  people  of  both  parties.  Said  William  K.  Robinson, 
one  of  the  inspectors,  did  not  arrive  at  the  precinct  until  17  minutes  of  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
There  was  between  seventeen  and  twenty  electors  who  voted  for  William  S. 
Pope  and  Walter  R.  Sneed  to  act  as  inspectors  in  place  of  those  not  present,  and  they 
were  sworn  and  acted  as  such. 

C.  C.  SULLIVAN.  W.  R.  SNEED. 

JOHN  W.  GREEN.  WM.  BRAY. 

8.  E.  WOSTER.  P.  R.  GREEN. 

GEORGE  W.  TAYLOR.  J.  C.  THIGPEN,  his  x  mark. 

J.  P.  KING.  WM.  S.  POPE. 

B.  T.  LAUSON.  P.  HAM. 

A.  C.  WHITE. 
Sworn  before  me  November  22, 1676. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  Couuty. 

ELECTION   OF   INSPKCTORS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Walter  R.  Sneed  and  Adam  C.  White,  who,  being  severally 
sworn,  sshj  that  they  acted  at  the  election  at  Sueed's  store  on  the  7th  of  November  last 
in  an  official  manner ;  the  said  Walter  R.  Sneed  was  elected  by  the  electors  present  as 
an  inspector,  and  was  qualified  and  sworn  to  act  as  such  by  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of 
the  peace  ;  said  Adam  C.  White  was  selected  as  clerk  by  the  inspectors  and  sworn  by 
said  Green  to  act  as  clerk;  that  the  polls  at  said  precinct  were  opened  after  eight 
o'clock  a.  m. ;  that  J.  T.  Thigpen  and  C.  C.  Sullivan  had  watches,  and  there  was  not 
five  minutes'  difference  in  their  time;  that  they  consulted  both  watches  before  tho 
polls  were  opened,  and  before  the  inspectors  were  elected ;  that  after  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
the  qnalified.  voters  present  selected  W.  R.  Sneed  and  W.  S.  Pope,  to  serve  as  iuspector^ 
in  the  place  of  W.  K.  Robinson  and  Abner  Dixon,  who  had  not  arrived  ;  that  William 
K.  Robinson,  who  had  b^u  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  as  an  inspector  at 
Sneed's  store,  did  not  present  himself  at  the  polls  till  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  when  ' 
the  said  Robinson  came  he  was  asked  the  question  why  he  came  so  late ;  he  replied 
that  they  were  slow  in  getting  him  oflf  from  where  he  stopped  the  night  before.  Said 
Abner  Dixon,  the  other  party  who  was  duly  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners^ 
did  not  arive  at  the  polls  till  after  I  o'clock  p.  m.  Said  affiants  further  say  that  said 
William  K.  Robinson  was  not  denie<l  admittance  to  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was, 
but  when  he  asked  the  inspector  if  he  could  come  in  he  was  permitted  to  do  so,  and 
remained  in  the  room  nntil  the  election  was  closed,  and  kept  a  tally-sheet  of  the  vote 
as  it  was  being  counted ;  that  said  W,  K.  Robinson  had  no  watch,  and  persons  who  re- 
sided seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  precinct  (Sneed's)  arrived  there  before  said  Robin- 
son. Said  William  K.  Robinson,  ana  one  Benjamin  B.  Smith,  who  was  United  States 
supervisor,  remained  there  from  near  9  o'clock  a.  m.  nntil  election  closed  There  was 
present  at  said  precinct  with  said  Robinson  and  Smith,  one  Richard  Mills,  who  was 
United  States  deputy  marshal,  and  these  parties  expressed  themselves  as  satisfied  that 
the  election  at  said  precinct  was  fair  and  free  from  fraud. 

W.  R.  SNEED. 

A.  C.  WHITE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  for  said  county  and  State,  personally  came 
J.  T.  Thigpen,  W.  R.  Sneed,  and  W.  8.  Pope,  well  known  to  me,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  they  acted  as  inspectors  of  the  general  election  held  at  Sneed's  store,  in  Jack- 
son County,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  they  were 
duly  sworn  as  inspectors  of  said  election  by  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  that 
J.  T.  Thigpen  was  duly  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  and 
State,  and  that  Walt  R.  Sneed  and  William  S.  Pope  were  elected  by  the  qualified  voters 
present  after  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  the  place  of  W.  K.  Robinson  and  Abner  Dixon,  who 
bad  been  also  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  inspectors,  but  failed  to  appear 
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at  said  precinct  until  after  eight  o'clock  on  the  day  of  said  election  ;  that  said  election 
was  conducted  fairly,  peacefully,  and  regularly ;  that  there  was  no  fraud  or  intimida- 
tion used  at  said  election,  as  far  as  we  know ;  that  Adam  C.  White  was  chosen  as  clerk 
at  said  election  and  duly  sworn ;  that  there  were  two  United  States  supervisors  pres- 
ent, Benjamin  Smith  and  Isaac  P.  King,  who  had  free  access  to  the  place  of  voting,  and 
to  the  ballot-box  at  all  times,  and  the  said  ballot-box  was  in  full  view  of  the  citizens 
at  all  times,  and  they  bad  free  access  to  the  room  wbere  the  ballot-box  was  at  all 
times  at  said  election  ;  that  each  and  every  elector  voted  freely  and  voluntarily  as  far  as 
deponents  know;  that  there  was  only  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes  cast  at  said  elec- 
tion at  said  precinct,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  county  judge  and  clerk  of  the  circnit 
court  was  in  accordance  with  said  votes  and  correct  in  every  particular  as  we  know 
of;  that  the  said  polls  were  not  open  until  twenty-seven  minutes  after  eight  o'clock 
a.  m.,  the  regular  inspector  waiting  for  those  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners 
as  inspectors,  they  not  coming  at  the  time.  Said  Sneed  and  Pope  were  elected  by  the 
electors  present,  there  being  some  eighteen  or  twenty.  The  polls  were  opened  by  proc- 
lamation as  soon  as  the  election  of  inspectors  and  clerk  took  place.  There  was  no 
intimidation  by  words,  acts,  or  gestures  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  elector  that  we 
know  of,  and  no  undue  influence  exercised  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  one  ;  that  there 
was  no  Alabamians  or  Georgians  that  voted  at  said  precinct  that  we  know  of,  and  we 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  electors  that  voted ;  that  said  polls  were  closed  by  proc- 
lamation at  sundown. 

JAMES  T.  THIGPEN. 

W.  R.  SNEED. 

WILLIAM  S.  POPE. 


Sworn  before  me  November  22d,  1870. 


W.  H.  MILTON, 

Co.  Judge,  J.  C. 


THE   POLLS   OPKNCD   OX   TIMK. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  Walter  R.  Snead  and  Adam  C.  White,  who,  being  sever- 
ally sworn,  that  they  acted  at  the  election  at  Snead's  store,  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber last, in  an  official  manner;  the  said  Walter  R.  Snead  was  elected  by  the  electors 
present  as  an  inspector,  and  was  qualified  and  sworn  to  act  as  such  by  P.  R.  Green,  a 
justice  of  the  peace;  said  Adam  C.  White  was  selected  as  clerk  by  the  inspectors,  and 
sworn  by  said  Green  to  act  as  clerk ;  that  the  polls  at  said  precinct  were  opened  after 
eiglit  o'clock  a.  m. ;  that  J.  T.  Thigpen  and  C.  C.  Sullivan  had  watches,  and  there  was 
not  five  minutes'  difference  in  their  time ;  that  they  consulted  both  watches  before  the 
,  polls  were  opened,  and  before  the  inspectors  were  elected ;  that  aft«r  eight  o'clock 
a.  m.  the  qualified  voters  present  selected  W.  R.  Snead  and  W.  S.  Pope  to  serve  as 
inspectors  in  the  place  of  W.  K.  Robinson  and  Abner  Dixon  who  had  not  arrived ;  that 
William  K.  Robinson,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  as  an 
inspector  at  Snead's  store,  did  not  present  himself  at  the  polls  till  about  nine  o'clock 
a.  ni. ;  and  when  the  said  Robinson  came,  he  was  asked  the  question  why  he  came  so 
late,  and  he  replied  that  they  were  slow  in  getting  him  off  from  where  he  stopped  the 
night  before;-  said  Abner  Dickson,  the  other  party  who  was  duly  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners,  did  not  arrive  at  the  polls  until  after  one  o'clock  p.  m.  Said  affi- 
ants further  say  that  said  William  K.  Robinson  was  not  denied  admittance  to  the  room 
where  the  ballot-box  was;  but  when  he  asked  the  inspectors  if  he  could  come  in,  he 
was  permitted  to  do  so,  and  remained  in  the  room  until  the  election  was  closed,  and 
kept  a  tally-sheet  of  the  vote  as  it  was  being  counted ;  that  said  W.  K.  Robinson  had 
no  watch ;  and  persons  who  resided  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  precinct  (Snead's) 
arrived  there  before  said  Robinson.  Said  W^illiani  K.  Robinson  and  one  BeiUAmui 
B.  Smith,  who  was  a  United  States  supervisor,  remained  there  from  near  nine  o'clock 
a.  m.  until  election  closed;  there  was  present  at  said  precinct  with  said  Robinson  and 
•Smith,  one  Richard  Mills,  who  was  United  States  deputy  marshal,  and  these  parties 
expressed  themselves  as  satisfled  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  fair  and  free 
from  fraud. 

W.  R.  SNEAD. 

A.  C.  WHITE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

THE  ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  for  said  county  and  State,  personally  came 
J.  T.  Thigpen,  W.  R.  Sneed,  and  W.  S.  Pope,  well  known  to  me,  who,  being  duly 
sworn y  say  that  they  acted  as  inspectors  of  the  general  election  held  at  Sneed's  store, 
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in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876  ;  that 
they  were  duly  8worn  as  inspectors  of  said  election  by  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the 
peace;  that  J.  T.  Thigpen  was  duly  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of  said 
county  and  State,  and  that  Walter *R.  Sneed  and  William  S.  Pope  were  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  present  after  6  o'clock  a.  m.  in  the  place  of  William  K.  Robinson  and 
Abner  Dickson,  who  had  been  also  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  inspectors, 
but  failed  to  appear  at  said  precinct  until  after  eight  o'clock  on  the  day  of  said  elec- 
tion ;  that  said  election  was  conducted  fairly,  peacefully,  and  regularly ;  that  there  was 
no  fraud  or  intimidation  used  at  said  election  as  far  as  we  know ;  that  Adam  C.  White  was 
chosen  as  clerk  at  said  election  and  duly  sworn ;  that  there  were  two  United  States  super- 
visors present,  Benjamin  Smith  and  Isaac  P.  King,  who  had  free  access  to  the  place  of 
voting  and  to  the  ballot-box  at  all  times,  and  the  said  ballot-box;  was  in  full  view  of 
the  citizens  at  all  times ;  and  they  had  free  access  to  the  room  where  the  ballot-box 
was  at  all  times  at  said  election  ;  that  eaeh  and  every  elector  voted  freely  and  volun- 
tarily as  far  as  deponents  know ;  that  there  was  only  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes 
cast  at  said  election  at  said  precinct,  and  the  returns  made  to  county  judge  and  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  was  in  accordance  with  said  votes  and  correct  in  every  particular 
as  we  know  of;  that  the  said  polls  were  not  open  until  twenty-seven  minutes  after 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  regular  inspector  waiting  for  those  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners  as  Inspectors.  They  not  coming  at  the  time,  said  Sueed  and  Pope  were 
elected  by  the  electors  present,  there  being  some  eighteen  or  twenty.  The  polls  were 
opened  by  praclamation  as  soon  as  the  election  of  inspectors  and  clerk  took  place. 
There  was  no  intimidation  by  words,  acts,  or  gestures  to  influence  the  vote  of  any 
elector  that  we  know  of,  and  no  undue  influence  exercised  to  influence  the  vote  of  any 
one ;  that  there  was  no  Alabamians  or  Georgians  that  voted  at  said  precinct  that  we 
know  of,  and  we  are  well  acquainted  with  the  electors  that  voted ;  that  said  polls 
were  closed  by  proclamation  at  sundown. 

JAMES  T.  THIGPEN. 

W.  R.  SNEED. 

WILLLVM  S.  POPE. 
Sworn  before  me  November  22,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  J.  C. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Adam  C.  White,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  elected  as  clerk  at  the  precinct 
known  as  Sneed's  store,  by  the  inspectors  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  was  duly 
sworn,  and  kept  a  true  list  of  the  voters,  and  the  returns  made  to  clerk  of  circuit  court 
and  connty  judge  were  correct ;  there  was  no  intimidation,  by  word,  deed,  or  gesture, 
to  influence  any  voter,  that  I  know  of.  No  undue  influence  was  exercised  to  influence 
any  voter  that  I  know  of.    No  citizens  of  Alabama  or  Georgia  voted. 

ADAM  C.  WHITE. 
Sworn  before  me  November  20, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 
County  Judge,  J.  C. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  appeared  I.  P.  King,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  appointed  and  qualified  as  a  United  States  supervisor 
for  the  precinct  known  as  Sneed's  precinct  in  said  county  ;  that  I  was  present  at  the 
opening  and  closing  of  the  polls ;  that  the  election  was  quiet ;  no  intimidation  by 
threats,  words,  or  acts  that  I  know  of  to  influence  the  vote  or  voting  of  any  one  ;  there 
were  no  citizens  of  Georgia  or  Alabama  that  voted  to  my  knowledge,  only  citizens  of 
Jackson  Connty,  Florida,  I  having  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sneed's  store  about 
ten  years.  I  am  40  years  old,  and  I  consider  it  as  peaceable  election  as  I  ever  attended  ; 
no  uudne  influence  used  to  aftect  the  vote  of  any  one. 

I.  P.  KING. 
Sworn  before  me  November  22,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge. 

THE  ELECTION   LAWFUL  AND   PEACEABLE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  person- 
ally came  Larkin  Davis,  Anthony  B.  Lanier,  D.  H.  Player,  Jefterson  Griflin,  S.  L.  Elerlee, 
C.  C.  Davidson,  W.  D.  Williams,  well  known  to  me,  who,  being  duly  sworn^  say  that 
they  attended  the  election  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  Sneed's  Store 
precinct,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  and  voted  there  ;  that,  in  our  oninion, 
the  election  was  opened  shortly  after  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  sundown  ;  tna*;  all 
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present  had  voted  long  before  sandown  ;  that  said  election  was  qaiet  and  free  from 
excitement ;  there  was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind ;  no  intimidation  directly  or  indi- 
rectly.    All  voted  freely  and  as  they  pleased.    There  was  no  strangers  there. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21rtt  day  of  Xovember,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEX, 
Justice  of  the  Peace, 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  P.  R,  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Jesse  Epps,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  election  at 
Sneed's  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  voted 
the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiet,  and  free 
from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats ;  the  election  at  said  pre- 
cinct was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  fraud  ;  every  one  voted  as  he  desired  on  the 
day  of  election.    I  am  a  colored  man. 

JESSE  EPPS,  bis  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l9t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  COUNTY  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  William  H.  Milton,  Joseph  Calloway,  and  Benjamin 
F.  Parker,  and  W.  D.  Barnes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  says  that  they  were 
present  at  the  clerk's  office  in  Marianna,  Jackson  County,  Florida,  on  the  10th  day  of 
November,  when  the  canvassing  board,  to  wit,  William  H.  Milton,  as  county  judge,  and 
J.  W.  Staley,  clerk  of  circuit  court,  and  Washington  Chapman,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
composed  said  board,  and  at  the  canvassing  of  the  votes  of  the  different  precincts,  when 
the  vote  of  Sneed's  store  precinct  was  being  examined  one  William  K.  Robinson  ob- 
jected to  the  counting  of  the  vote  of  said  precinct,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  a  reg- 
ularly appointed  inspector  for  said  precinct,  and  that  he  thought  the  election  was 
declared  open  before  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  which  was  contrary  to  law,  but  he,  Robinson, 
stated  that  he  had  no  watch,  only  judged  so ;  that  the  election  was  peaceable  and  fair; 
no  fraud  that  he  was  aware  of.  No  objection  could  be  had  to  the  election  at  Sneed's 
store  except  as  to  the  time  it  was  opened. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 

W.  D.  BARNES. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

B.  F.  PARKER. 
Sworn  before  me  December  2,  Ie76. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 

[l.  s.]  Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

PEACEABLE   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County ; 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Mitchel  Sanders,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  elec- 
tion at  Sneed's  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and 
voted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiets 
and  free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats ;  the  election  at 
said  precinct  was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  fraud;  every  one  voted  as  he  de- 
sired on  the  dav  of  election.    I  am  a  colored  man. 

MITCHEL  SANDERS,  hisx  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2 1st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN. 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county, 
personally  came  Green  Leadbetter  and  Henry  Matthis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  they  attended  the  election  at  Sneed's  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1676,  and  voted  there ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peace- 
able, quiet,  and  free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats.  The 
election  at  eaid  precinct  was  free  from  intimidation  and  rrom  fraud;  every  one  voted 
as  he  desired  on  the  day  of  election.    We  are  colored  men. 

GREEN  LEADBETTER,  his  x  mark. 
HENRY  MATl^HIS,  bis  x  mark. 

Sworn  ta  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  21st  day  of  November,A.  D  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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A  PEACEABLE   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Coanty : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Armstead  Banks,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  elec- 
tion at  Sneed's  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and 
Yoted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiet, 
and  free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats.  The  election  at 
said  precinct  was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  fraud  ;  every  one  voted  as  he  desired 
on  the  day  of  election.    I  am  a  colored  man.- 

ARMSTEAD  BANKS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  H.Milton,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  State  and  county, 
L.  C.  Armistead,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  he  attended  the  election  at  Sneed's  store,  in  said  State  and  county, as  a  voter; 
that  the  polls  had  been  opened  when  he  reached  there  about  nine  o'clock ;  that  Will- 
iam K.  Robinson  did  not  appear  there  till  after  I  reached  there  ;  that  I  remained  on 
the  ground  till  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  voting  appeared  pretty  much  over ;  that 
while  I  was  there  everybody  was  peaceable  and  quiet.  I  am  confident  there  was  no 
intimidation,  or  an  effort  at  intimidation.  Every  one  deposited  their  ballots  freely^ 
and  voluntarily.  The  election  was  conducted  in  a  most  fair  and  orderly  manner,  and 
free  from  all  fraud  or  unfairness. 

DR.  L.  C.  ARMISTEAD. 

Sworn  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Alonzo  Lee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  eiection 
at  Sneed's  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  voted 
the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiet,  and  free 
from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats ;  the  election  at  said  pre- 
cinct was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  frauds  ;  every  one  voted  as  he  desired  on 
the  day  of  election.    I  am  a  colored  man. 

ALONZO  LEE,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2*2d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  jud<ie  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  W. 
B.  Robertson,  George  B.  Robertson,  sr.,  William  Carpenter,  Moses  Conyers,  J.  H.  Watts, 
John  J.  Carpenter,  and  Henry  Carpenter,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  they 
were  present  at  Sneed's  precinct  at  an  election  held  there  on  the  7th  instant.  Said 
election  was  quiet  and  peaceable  as  far  as  we  know ;  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words, 
or  acts  that  we  know  of,  and  no  undue  influence  used  to  secure  the  vote  of  any  one 
that  we  know  of.  We  have  resided  in  Jackson  County  many  years,  and  no  Alabamians 
or  Georgians  voted  to  our  knowledge  at  said  precinct. 

W.  B.  ROBERTSON. 

GEO.  B.  ROBERTSON. 

WILLIAM  CARPENTER,  his  x  mark. 

J.  H.  WATTS. 

MOSES  CONYERS. 

JOHN  J.  CARPENTER. 

HENRY  CARPENTER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  this  23d  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  came  Daniel 
A.  Kemp,  Sidney  R.  Kemp,  George  B.  Robertson,  and  E.  D.  Bassett,  citizens  of  Florida, 
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who,  beiDK  duly  sworn,  say  they  were  present  at  Sneed's  store  at  the  election  on  the 
7th  instant.  They  saw  no  Alabamians  or  Georgians  present  and  voting;  ever>*thing 
was  quiet  and  peaceable:  no  intimidation  that  we  know  of. 

DANIEL  A.  KEMP. 
SIDNEY  R,  KEMP. 
EDGAR  D.  BASSETT. 
GEORGE  B.  ROBERTSON. 
Sworn  before  me  November  20, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Jndge  of  Jackson  County. 

VIOLATION   OF  THE   ELECTION  LAW. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  pnblic  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally 
appeared  \Vm.  K.  Robinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  bom 
in  Jackson  County,  Florida;  that  he  is  thirty-one  years  of  age;  that  he  has  always 
resided  and  now  resides  in  the  said  county  aforesaid ;  that  he  is  familiar  with  every 
section  of  the  connty  aforesaid  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  The  deponent  farther 
says  that  he  was  regularly  appointed  an  inspector  of  elections  at  precinct  No.  7  at 
Sneed's  store,  in  the  said  county  of  Jackson  aforesaid ;  that  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
day  of  November,  1876,  he  visited  the  family  of  Samnel  Morning,  residing  a  distance  of 
three  miles  from  Sneed's  store  aforesaid,  and  remained  over  night ;  that  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  November  7, 1876,  in  company  with  Samuel  Morning,  Benjamin  B.  Smith, 
and  Richard  Mills,  this  deponent  proceeded,  in  a  hack  drawn  by  two  horses,  to  the  said 
precinct  No.  7,  at  Sneed's  store  aforesaid ;  that  the  party  left  the  residence  of  Samuel 
Morning  aforesaid  a  little  before  seven  oVlock  in  the  morning,  when  the  sun  was  half 
an  hour  high :  that  they  proceeded  directly,  and  without  stopping  anywhere,  to  the 
said  polling-place  No.  7  at  Sneed's  Store,  and  that  not  more  than  thirty  minutes  were 
occupied  in  making  the  transit.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  resides  six  miles 
from  Sneed's  store  aforesaid,  and  that  his  object  in  going  to  the  house  of  the  said  Sam- 
uel Morning  aforesaid,  on  the  evening  before  the  election,  was  for  the  purpose  of  being 
nearer  the  polls  in  order  that  he  might  not  be  prevented  from  arriving  at  the  said 
polling-place  No. 7  at  Sneed's  store  before  the  time  appointedfor  the  opening  of  the  polls. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  said  polling- place  No.  7  at 
Sneed's  store  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  day  of  November. 
1876,  he  found  the  polls  already  open  and  in  charge  of  J.  T.  Thigpen,  Wm.  S.  Pope, 
and  Wm.  R.  Sneed,  inspectors,  and  Adam  C.  White,  who  was  acting  as  clerk,  all  of 
whom  were  professed  democrats,  and  J.  P.  King,  supervisor,  also  a  democrat.  This 
deponent  further  says  that  he  approached  the  said  J.  P.  King,  supervisor,  aforesaid,  who 
said  to  the  deponent  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  too  late ;  that  it  was  after  eight  o'clock ; 
that  the  polls  were  open  and  over  half  of  the  men  present  had  voted.  The  deponent 
further  says  that  he  then  proceeded  to  count  the  men  present,  and  counted  eighty-one 
men ;  that  he  again  counted  them,  and  again  found  the  nnmber  to  be  eighty-one.  *  The 
deponent  further  says  that  all  of  the  eighty-one  men  aforesaid  were  white  men,  and 
that  most  of  them  were  strangers  to  and  were  never  before  seen  by  the  deponent.  This 
deponent  further  says  that  he  and  his  three  companions  aforesaid  were  the  first  colored 
men  who  arrived  at  the  polls ;  that  when  he  arrived  he  found  a  large  number  of  men 
in  the  room  where  the  voting  was  taking  place  and  surrounding  the  ballot-box,  and 
the  entrance  to  the  room  so  crowded  with  men  that  he  could  not  gain  admittance* 
although  he  attempted  to  do  so.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  saw  the  crowd  in 
the  room  and  surrounding  the  ballot-box  by  looking  through  a  crack  three  inches  wide 
in  the  east  side  of  the  building.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  was  not  admitted 
into  the  room  where  the  voting  was  taking  place  nntil  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  he  made  a  further  request  of  the  said  J.  P.  King,  supervisor,  afore.said,  to  be 
allowed  to  go  in ;  that  the  said  J.  P.  King,  aforesaid,  replied  as  follows:  "  Wait  a  min- 
ute and  I  will  see;"  that  King  thereupon  turned  away  and  in  a  short  time  re-appeared, 
and  ordered  the  crowd  of  men  who  stood  in  the  door-way  to  disperse,  and  the  deponent 
was  permitted  for  the  first  time  during  the  day  to  enter  the  room,  where  he  remained 
until  the  canvass  was  completed.    And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

W.  K.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Pnblic,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss  : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  I^dwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Benjamin  B.  Smith,  supervisor,  and  Richard  Mills,  deputy  United  States  mar- 
shal, at  precinct  No.  7,  at  Sneed's  store,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  de^wses  and 
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pays,  each  for  himself,  that  the  statements  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  signed 
by  W.  K.  Robinson,  except  those  statements  appertaining  personally  to  the  said  Robin- 
son, are,  to  our  own  knowledge,  true  and  correct  in  every  particular.  And  further  the 
deponents  saith  not. 

BENJ.  B.  SMITH,  his  x  mark. 

RICUARD  MILLS,  bis  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS,        [seal.] 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

OBJECTIOX  TO  CAMPBELLTON    PRECINCT. 

The  pretended  election  at  Campbellton  precinct.  No.  — ,  Jackson  County,  Florida, 
held  November  7, 1876,  for  representation  in  Congress,  for  presidential  electors,  and 
State  and  county  officers,  and  the  returns  thereof,  are  contested  and  objected  to  for 
the  following  reasons  : 

1.  Beeanse  the  ballots  in  the  ballot-box  at  the  close  of  said  election  in  «aid  precinct 
were  not  counted  by  the  inspectors,  as  required  by  law — that  is  to  say,  they  were  not 
coonted  before  they  were  canvassed,  nor  in  such  manner  that  a  correct  tally  could  be 
kept  of  them ;  nor  was  their  number  compared  with  the  number  of  names  on  the  poll- 
lists  kept  by  the  clerk,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  herewith  exhibited  of  John  Speight 
and  Armstrong  Pardee,  inspectors  of  the  election. 

2.  Because,  at  the  adjournment  by  the  inspectors,  at  I  o^clock  on  the  day  of  the  said 
election,  for  dinner,  the  ballot-box  was  earned  from  the  room  in  which  the  election 
was  being  held  to  an  adjoining  room  used  for  a  store,  and  there  left  by  the  inspectors, 
nnsealed  and  concealed  from  the  public,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  Armstrong 
Pardee,  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  Martin  McKay  and  another. 

3.  Beeanse  durine  said  adjournment  for  dinner,  and  while  the  ballot-box  was  in  the 
store-room  nnsealed  and  out  of  view  of  the  public,  unknown  persons  who  had  been  left 
in  the  room  for  the  purpose,  or  who  entered  it  after  the  departure  of  the  election- 
officers,  took  out  all  the  republican  ballots  which  had  been  cast,  and  deposited  therein 
before  dinner,  and  left  nothing  but  democratic  ballots;  that  is  to  say,  the  inspectors 
arranged  that  the  white  men  should  vote  one  hour  and  the  colored  men  one  hour,, 
alternately,  and  the  arrangement  was  continued  until  one  o'clock,  when  adjournment 
was  had  as  above  stated  for  dinner.  After  dinner  the  colored  men  resumed  voting, 
and  seventy -six  of  them  voted  republican  tickets  in  full ;  when  the  box  was  opened 
for  counting  the  republican  tickets  lay  on  top,  and  were  first  counted  and  canvassed, 
and  are  shown  by  the  certified  returns  to  number  seventy-seven  in  all,  the  number 
within  one  of  republican  ballots  cast  after  dinner  as  aforesaid  ;  whereas,  in  fact,  there 
were  actually  cast  at  the  said  precinct,  including  those  cast  before  and  after  dinner, 
at  least  thirtv-three  full  republican  votes ;  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  Lewis  God- 
win, one  of  the  supervisors ;  also  by  the  separate  affidavits  of  James  Gaston,  and  the 
joint  affidavit  of  said  Gaston  and  one  hnndred  and  thirteen  others,  together  with  a 
certified  list  of  voters  returned,  all  of  which  are  herewith  exhibited.  Wherefore, 
because  of  the  said  irregularities,  and  the  manifest  fraudulent  intent  of  said  inspectors, 
coopled  with  fraud  actually  committed,  it  is  charged  that  the  said  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion are  so  false,  and  the  election  itself  so  grossly  illegal  and  fraudulent,  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  ascertain  the  true  vote  of  the  precinct  or  purge  the  returns. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  J.  W.  Shnmaker,  olerk*of  an  election  held  at  Campbellton,  in  the 
county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  t^e 
year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  February 
27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before-men- 
tioned election  according  to  law,  and  that  l|will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,, 
and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

J.  R.  SHUMAKER, 
Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

BENJ.  F.  BARKER, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FLORIDA — JACKSON   COUNTY. 


Names  of  persons  voting  at  Camphellton  at  election  there  held  on  the  7th  day  of  KovembeTf  A 
D.  1676,  jiursicatU  to  the  secretary  of  staU^s  noUceand  according  to  law. 


1  F.  M.  E.  Leyphrett. 

2  John  Harvard. 

3  H.G.D.Yawn. 

4  James  J.  Parker. 

5  F.  M.  Leyphrett. 

6  John  Phips. 

7  N.B.Hargrove. 

8  J.  L.  Vickers. 

9  Jacob  Camley, 

10  Joseph  L.  Ball. 

11  J.  H.  Brooknis. 

12  M,  D.  Conant. 

13  M.  C.  Elmore. 

14  John  Dudly. 

15  Henry  Glisson. 

16  Joseph  Refi^ister. 

17  H.J.Miller. 

18  Felix  Harden. 

19  J.  W.  Johnson. 

20  Lanrin  Brewer. 

21  Jefferson  Grant. 

22  George  Haines. 

23  Henry  Carter. 

24  Lewis  Godwin. 

25  Ben.  Myrick. 

26  Robert  Godding. 

27  Samuel  Thomas. 

28  Jim  Wynns. 

29  John  Colter. 

30  Plumur  McKinn. 

31  Jim  Simmons. 

32  Seaborn  Jones. 

33  Stephen  McKiun. 

34  Ned  Pitman. 

35  William  Chipman. 
:i6  Alex.  Bellamy. 

37  Eli  Harris. 

38  Silas  Austin. 

39  Ned  Sutton. 

40  Isaac  Wynns. 

41  Henry  Bornes. 

42  Kin^  Brett. 

43  W.  W.  Parker. 

44  J.  J.  Adams. 

45  W.  H.  Everlith. 

46  J.  J.  Ellmore. 

47  Jesse  Dudly. 

48  Alex.  Christmas. 

49  W.  A.  Ellmore. 

50  W.  F.  Forehand. 

51  J.  W.  Mvrus. 

52  J.  S.  Beard. 

53  J.  C.  Collins. 
.54  P.O.Dukle. 

55  Willotby  Miles. 

56  Daniel  Register. 

57  Charles  Newsome. 
.58  F.  J.  Parker. 

59  Joe  B.  Lookey. 

60  A.  S.  Merritt. 

61  Josiah  Morton. 

62  George  W.  Howard. 

63  Charles  Bnell. 

64  Charles  Colton. 

65  Tony  Young. 

66  George  Pett. 

67  Nick  Honns. 


68  Milton  Wynn. 

69  Lewis  Duncan. 

70  R.  T.  Davis. 

71  E.N.Cooper. 

72  W.  E.  Comley. 

73  Stephen  Pennington. 

74  E.J.Barkley. 

75  B.  D.  Comley. 

76  J.  Miller. 

77  G.  W.  Lvphrett. 

78  Wright  Miles. 

79  Council  Jamun. 

80  J.  W.  Hicks. 

81  Richard  Braner. 

82  Jefferson  Convarter. 

83  A.  T.  Leveat. 

84  Silas  Murphy. 

85  John  Miller. 

86  William  Bradley. 

87  Moses  Christmas. 

88  Richard  Milton. 

89  Phillip  Forehand. 

90  King  White. 

91  Frank  Tate. 

92  William  Nash. 

93  N.  E.  Bell. 

94  E.  H.  Hardwich. 

95  James  Brown. 

96  Aaron  Dudly. 

97  W.J.Adams. 

98  Nelson  Adams. 

99  Henry  Davis. 

100  J.  J.  Stiniion. 

101  J.  S.  W.  Connelly. 

102  B.  A.  Hinson. 

103  Joseph  White. 

104  R.  A.  Street. 

105  J.  M.  Adams. 

106  J.  H.  White. 

107  Thomas  Cruthfield. 

108  J.  F.  Franklin. 

109  J.  M.  Ruelly. 

110  George  Ball. 

111  John  Crutchfield, 

112  S.  Davis. 

113  W.  A.  (^ook. 

114  Miles  H.  R.  York. 

115  G.  B.  J.  Yawn. 

116  W.B.Burkley. 

117  C.  K.  Jones. 

118  Martin  Cawthorn. 

119  Moses  Wadell. 

120  Esop  Wvmiss. 

121  Elbert  Daniel. 

122  Wade  Curry. 

123  Tane  Smith. 

124  Collins  Robinson. 

125  Edmon  Hill. 

126  B.  F.  Faircloth. 

127  Frank  Wynns. 

128  Henderson  Wynns. 

129  Antony  Thomas. 

130  Martin  McKay. 

131  Clem  Register. 
1.32  Jim  Gillis. 

133  Frank  Linsev. 

134  William  Hodge. 


135  Alford  WiUiams. 

136  Eleo  Godwin. 

137  Henry  Patterson. 

138  William  Brown. 
159  Jim  Key. 

140  Harry  McKinne. 

141  Simpson  Brown. 

142  Moses  Roberts. 

143  Henry  CUy  Hall. 

144  Henry  Chambers. 

145  William  Sampson. 

146  Ober  M  vnch. 

147  George  Mynch. 

148  Tom  Hall. 

149  Ed.  Braxton. 

150  James  Davis. 

151  William  Daniel. 

152  Jamee  Colton. 

153  Nelson  Watford. 
1.54  I^vi  Smith. 

155  J.  W.  Hart. 

156  WilUam  Kirkland. 

157  E.  J.  Register. 

158  John  Tanner. 

159  Isaac  Eason. 

160  W.  H.  Lott. 

161  Zion  Smith. 

162  S.  Daniel. 

163  G.  W.  Phillips. 

164  James  Bailey. 

165  J.  R.  Cooper. 

166  Abraham  Yearton. 

167  W.  W.  Brown. 

168  D.  M.  Harder. 

169  E.F.Lee. 

170  Alfred  Cooley, 

171  Cnllen  Curl. 

172  F.M.Tye. 

173  E.  Register. 

174  Theodore  Halliday. 

175  R.  B.  Bellemy. 

176  C.  H.  Hhann. 

177  W.J.Austin. 

178  M.  B.  Hort. 

179  James  A.  Berry. 

180  J.  H.  McKinn. 

181  Austin  McFadder. 

182  Aaron  Wise, 

183  W.H.Taylor. 

184  C.H.  Hatcher. 

185  E.  C.  Daniel. 

186  Moses  Christmas. 

187  A.  B.  Harail|on. 

188  N.  G.  Sutton. 

189  H.  E.  Davis. 

190  J.  B.  Hinson. 

191  C.  J.  Whitehurst. 

192  F.  D.  Morvill, 

193  A.B.Taylor. 

194  Y.  R.  Folsom. 

195  J.  T.  Whitaker. 

196  J.  T.  Brantley. 

197  Jerry  AV.  Christmas. 
19H  Thomas  Berry. 

199  Frank  Lorey. 

200  Alfred  Curry. 

201  Isaac  Curry. 
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202  Justin  Davis. 

203  George  Kirkland. 

204  Dampsey  Snelling. 

205  Reuben  McMath. 
2(H3  William  Bellamy. 

207  Sam  Aplin. 

208  Edward  Wynn. 

209  Wade  Carry. 

210  Stephen  Smith. 

211  George  Brown. 

212  Henry  Cotton. 

213  Falton  MoKinn. 

214  Mike  Berkley. 

215  George  Wisley. 

216  Wash.  Bordden. 

217  Joseph  Walford. 

218  Ben.  Watson. 

219  Millege  Andrews. 

220  Robert  Ashley. 

221  A.  L.  Borkley. 

222  Sim.  Brown. 

223  WiUis  Brett. 

224  Mike  Brantley. 

225  W.  R.  Hodges. 

226  Gaines  Braxton. 

227  G.  B.  L.  Bush. 

228  George  Brown. 

229  John  Hinson. 

230  Angnstin  Cort ledge. 

231  Mitchel  Daniel. 

232  Marco  Dudley. 
23:5  O.  H.  P.  Driggers. 

234  John  Darden. 

235  G.A.Dekle. 

236  Daniel  Fountain. 

237  J.  Hancock. 

238  Rnssel  Justice. 

239  Albert  Kershaw. 

240  O.  P.  Lon^. 

241  James  M%jor. 

242  Peter  Malroy. 

243  J.  B.  May. 

244  George  W.  Madd. 

245  Jim.  Ming. 

246  Henry  Melton. 

247  Peter  Monroe. 

248  Jim.  Monroe. 

249  Sion  Morris. 

250  John  F.  McElvin. 

251  Robert  Morris. 

252  John  Morris. 
25:3  Wm.  Morgan. 

254  Henry  Mikes. 

255  George  Mi  eg. 

256  Taylor  Moore. 

257  Boston  Mathews. 


258  Richard  Maddox. 

259  J.  T.  Mann. 

260  Jackson  Mortin. 

261  Reuben  Nix. 

262  David  N^el. 

263  Tom.  Neel. 

264  George  Newton. 

265  W.J.Perkins. 

266  Isaac  Otis. 

267  Griffin  Owens. 

268  Lawrence  Gutter. 

269  Henry  Fleming. 

270  Owen  Roberts. 

271  IsaacFleming. 

272  Charles  Walkup. 

273  Griffin  Mvnch. 

274  George  McKinn. 

275  William  Wynns. 

276  John  Thomas. 

277  Charles  Mathews. 

278  William  Long. 

279  Edward  Thomas. 

280  George  Lee. 

281  Tom.McBair. 

282  Hampshire  Wynn. 

283  T.  E  Clark. 

284  J.  M.  Wicker. 

285  G.  J.  Robinson. 

286  R.  J  Barnes. 

287  J.  N.  Williams. 

288  Walter  Robinson. 

289  D.S.Gauff. 

290  R.  H.  Calloway. 

291  John  A.  Daniel. 

292  M.  C.  Tanner. 

293  W.  G.  Daniel. 

294  B.F.Barnes. 

295  C.L.  Tanner. 

296  E.  N.  Delk. 
2>7  J.W.Carter. 

298  R.  C.  Knight. 

299  D.  Watford. 

300  John  Clark. 

301  G.M.Grace. 

302  Noah  Grace. 

303  H.  B.  Grace. 

304  T.  J.  Davis. 

305  W.  D.  Williams. 

306  W.  A.  Hatcher. 

307  J.  D.  Brantly. 

308  D.  C.  Berry. 

309  C.  A.  Hawkins. 

310  John  Evans. 

311  J.E.Davis. 

312  B.  h\  Parker. 

313  J.  P.  Knight. 


314  Jim.  McKion. 

315  Nathan  Hazzard. 

316  W.  J.  Register. 

317  Scvphus  Silas. 

318  wUlis  Waddell. 

319  Tony  Olive. 

320  Walker  Goodwin. 

321  Henry  Hamilton. 

322  Amos  Register. 

323  Spencer  Brown. 

324  David  Wynn. 

325  Jackson  StoUand. 

326  Jack  Buel. 

327  D.  G.  Boner. 

328  Henry  Jones. 

329  Jacob  Wynn. 

330  Ben  Daniel. 
3.31  Bob  Johnson. 

332  Billy  Williams. 

333  Squire  Everette. 

334  William  Watford. 

335  Robert  Gray. 

336  Wesley  Jackson. 

337  Josiah  Austin. 

338  Gilford  Pett. 

339  Hill  Waddell. 

340  Alford  Minck. 

341  Hay  ward  Ward. 
.342  Thomas  Hall. 

343  William  Thompson, 

344  Wesley  Ward. 

345  Fed  Homes. 
.346  Phillip  Cotton. 

347  Arthur  Smith. 

348  Abner  Knox. 

349  Rent  Cain. 

350  Henry  Knox. 

351  Joshua  Young. 

352  Franklin  Hoover. 

353  Peter  Ward. 

354  John  Daniel. 

355  Henry  Olds. 

356  Peter  Barnes. 

357  Joseph  Hamilton. 

358  Joe  Richardson. 

359  Crump  Bull. 

*iGO  Simon  Chambers. 
361  George  Adams. 
.362  Jack  Blunt. 

363  James  Gaston. 

364  Green  Chambers. 

365  J.  W.  Callway. 

366  J.  R.  Shumaker. 

367  Armstrong  Purdy. 

368  John  Speight. 


OATH  TO   BE  TAKEN  BY  THE   INSPECTOKS   BEFORE  OPENING   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County: 

We,  the  undersigned,  J.  W.  Calloway,  John  Speight,  Armstrong  Purdee,  inspectors  of 
au  election  held  at  Campbelltou,  iu  the  county  of  Jackson,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will 
perform  the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law, 
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and  that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the 
same. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  SPEIGHT, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  F.  PARKER,  J.  P. 

THE  CANVASS  AT  CAMPBELLTON. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Refore  me  personally  came  J.  W.  Calloway,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  wa.-* 
an  inspector  of  the  election  at  Campbellton  precinct,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of 
Florida,  held  November  7,  1H76 ;  that  the  ballots  there  were  counted  before  they  were 
canvassed  and  compared  with  the  poll-list  or  roll,  and  found  to  correspond  therewith. 
That  the  election  was  held  in  a  room  selected  for  the  purpose  by  the  inspectors;  that 
when  they  adjourned  for  dinner,  fhe  ballot-box  was-  left  in  the  room  where  it  was 
when  the  voting  was  going  on ;  left  upon  the  table  the  clerk  wrote  upon,  with  the 
registration-book  and  poll-book  upon  it ;  locked,  and  the  key  left  in  possession  of  John 
Speight,  an  inspector.  This  room  had  two  doors  to  it,  one  of  them  barred  on  inside: 
all  windows  closed  and  fastened.  The  key  of  the  other  door  was  in  his  possession, 
although  he  oflfered  it  to  S.  Purdee,  the  other  inspector,  who  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
box.  That  he  has  no  knowledge  of  any  one  being  in  the  room  when  they  left  it.  or 
while  thev  were  absent,  or  of  any  one  touching  the  box,  for  upon  their  return  the  box 
was  found  as  they  left  it ;  that  no  charge,  insinuation,  or  reference  was  made  by  Lewi*; 
Godwin,  John  Speight,  A.  Purdee,  or  any  one  else,  that  the  box  had  been  t-ampered  or 
molested  in  any  way.  Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Bair  were  upon  the  ground!  bnt 
neither  of  them  spoke  a  word  about  the  ballot-box  or  anything  connected  therewith. 
'  The  inspectors  and  clerk,  upon  returning  from  dinner,  entered  the  room  together,  and 
the  box  was  jnst  as  left.  I  am  sure,  very  certaiu,  that  no  one  was  left  in  the  room  or 
house  where  the  ballot-box  was  left  at  the  dinner-hour,  and^that  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  room  being  entered  by  any  one  while  at  dinner,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  that  the 
box  was  tampered  with  at  any  time  by  ballots  being  taken  out  and  others  put  in.  Thai 
when  the  ballots  were  counted  from  the  box  they  came  out  pretty  well  mixed  as  to  poli- 
tics; that  he  knows  and  believes  that  many  colored  men  voted  the  democratic  ticket  there: 
that  some  of  them  were  ontepoken  about  it,  and  others  quietly;  that  after  dinner  the 
white  and  colored  electors  were  mixed  up  as  much  as  before  dinner,  except  the  first  and 
third  hours'  voting,  which  was  more  fully  white,  or  the  white  was  the  more  numerous: 
that  he  has  no  idea  that  any  other  than  the  vote  as  canvassed  was  cast.  Then  there  was 
upon  the  tickets  for  assemblymen  several  scratched  ballots ;  and  I  saw  nothing  in  the 
way  the  ballots  came  out  of  the  box  to  awaken  suspicion  that  the  box  had  been  tam- 
pered with,  nor  was  that  suggestion  made  by  any  one  on  the  day  of  election,  or  till  the 
tiling  of  the  specifications  l^lbre  the  State  canvassing-board  ;  that  be  was  informed 
that  colored  men  were  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  he  could  see  that  colored  men 
were  voting  democratic  ballots  as  they  were  handed  in  at  the  place.  He  further 
deposes  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  many  of  the  colored  men  who  have  filed,  or 
who,  it  is  claimed,  have  ma<le  aiUdavits  before  the  State  board,  and  whose  names  pur- 
port to  be  signed  to  the  affidavit ;  that  many  of  them  were  not  able  to  write  their 
names,  and  could  not  do  other  than  make  their  mark.  He  further  says,  that  as  an 
inspector  of  the  election  at  the  Campbellton  precinct  on  November?,  1876,  he  knows  he 
committed  no  fraud,  nor  did  he  permit  others  to  do  so  in  anything  touching  the  ballot- 
box  or  ballots,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever;  but  he  saw  that  the  ballots  were  pron- 
erly  received,  properly  kept,  and  properly  canvassed,  and  that  he  discharged  his  full 
duty  free  from  fraud,  or  intention  to  do  so,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  that  a  single 
charge  made  as  to  the  ballot-box  or  the  ballots  therein  being  tampered  with,  ba0  any 
foundation  in  truth. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  Dicember,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

THE  LAW  COMl'LIKD  WITH. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  .judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appf*f^j 
Benjamin  F.  Parker,  who,  beini^  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  duly  appointed  and  qualitied 
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as  one  of  the  United  States  snpervisors  for  the  Campbellton  precinct,  in  the  State  and 
coontv  aforesaid,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that 
said  election  was  quiet  and  peaceable.  No  intimidation  by  words  or  threats  came  to 
my  knowledge  by  which  the  votes  of  any  citizens  could  be  influenced.  The  ballot-box* 
was  properly  kept  in  charge  of  the  inspectors  of  election,  and  the  law  was  fully  and 
fairly  complied  with  as  far  as  my  knowledge  is  concerned.  That  I  and  Lewis  Godwin, 
the  other  supervisor,  was  present  and  with  the  box,  and  attended  to  the  counting  of 
the  votes,  and  they  were  lairly  and  squarely,  and  return  made  out  fairly  aud  in  ac- 
cordance with  law. 

B.  F.  PARKER, 
Supervisor  at  Campbellton  Precinct. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  18,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County  and  State  aforesaid,  per- 
sonally appeared  John  R.  Shomaker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  elected  clerk 
hy  inspectors  at  the  election  held  at  Campbellton  precinct  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber. A.  D.  1876 ;  that  said  election  was  properly  conducted ;  there  was  no  threats  or 
violence  used  to  influence  any  of  the  votes ;  everything  passed  oflf  quietly  aud  peace- 
ably.   The  voting  was  fair,  and  the  counting  was  correct  and  just. 

.     JOHN  R.  ?$IIOMAKER. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  18, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jacksou  County. 

AN  AFFIDAVIT  NOT  SUBSCRIBED. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  perdonally  came 
John  Speight,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he,  together  with  Armstrong  Purdeo 
and  J.  W.  Calloway^  were  appointed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  as  in- 
spectors at  an  election  held  at  Campbellton  precinct  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1E576  ;  that  said  inspectors  met  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m., 
to  hold  said  election  ;  that  we  were  duly  sworn  by  B.  F.  Parker,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
to  hold  said  election  according  to  law;  that  said  polls  were  opened,  and  that  every 
voter  present  voted  before  the  sunset:  that  they  voted  as  they  pleased ;  that  no  force 
was  used  to  make  or  prevent  any  one  from  voting  as  he  wished ;  that  the  utmost  good 
feeling  existed  during  the  day ;  that  there  was  no  armed  band  present  or  about  as  he 
beard  or  knows  of ;  that  the  supervisors  were  at  the  polls — challenged  votes  that  they 
suspected  of  improperly  voting ;  that  in  all  instances  when  a  voter  was  challenged 
he  was  permitted  to  vote  upon  taking  the  oath  required  by  law  ;  that  after  the  polls 
were  closed  and  sunset  the  supervisors,  together  with  the  inspectors,  proceeded  to  count 
the  votes,  each  supervisor  carefully  examining  each  ballot;  that  the  count  was  certi- 
fied to  by  all,  both  inspectors  and  supervisors,  to  be  correct,  and  so  made  out,  and 
transmitted  under  their  hand  and  seals  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  county  judge  before 
adjournment;  that  perfect  harmony  aud  good  feeling  existed  during  the  day  and 
count,  aud  that  I  was  a  republican  voter  at  said  election ;  that  I  have  never  been 
offered  nor  received  a  bribe  or  fee  from  any  party,  side,  or  person  in  connection  with 
the  election. 

Sworn  to,  but  not  subscribed,  before         this  20th  day  of  November,  1876. 

B.  F.  PARKER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

I,  B.  F.  Parker,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that 
John  Speight,  whose  name  appears  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  Was  actually  sworn,  and 
says  the  contents  are  true,  but  refused  to  sign  the  same  on  the  grounds  of  fear  from 
the  colored  people  and  his  church. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  B.  F.  PARKER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  R.  C. 
Knight,  C.  D.  Newsome,  John  D.  Brantly,  R.  H.  Calloway,  W.  Calloway,  and  J.  R.  Shoe- 
maker, who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  were  present  when  the  annexed  affidavit 
was  read  to  John  Speight;  that  lie  swore  to  the  truth  of  the  contents  of  the  same  in 
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every  particular,  but  refused  to  sign  said  affidavit  ou  tlie  ground  that  his  cbnrch,  of 
which  he  is  pastor^  had  found  fault  with  him,  and  accused  him  of  being  bribed ;  and 
that  it  would  ruin  him  with  his  people  and  the  colored  people  generally  to  annex  his 
name  to  a  paper. 

R.  C.  KNIGHT. 
CHA8.  D.  NEWMAN. 
JOHN  D.  BRANTLY. 
R.  H.  CALLOWAY. 
J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 
J.  R.  SHOEMAKER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  F.  PARKER, 
Justice  of  Peace. 

A  CERTIFICATE  OF  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Floiida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Benjamin  F.  Parker,  John  H.  McKinne,  and  J.  W.  Callo- 
way, who,  being  each  severally  sworn,  do  each  say  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  general  reputation  of  Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Bine  in  the  neighborhood  where 
they  ,  for  truth  and  veracity,  and  it  is  very  bad,  and  from  that  general  reputation 

I  would  not  believe  either  of  them  upon  their  oath.  The  character  of  both  of  them 
for  honesty  is  bad,  especially  Martin  McKay.  Deponents  further  say  that  very  few  of 
the  colored  persons  whose  affidavits  are  filed  as  to  their  voting  the  republican  ticket 
at  Campbellton  on  November  7, 1876,  can  either  write  or  read  print';  that  many  whose 
names  purport  to  be  signed  to  said  affidavit  cannot  write  or  read  either  print  or  manu- 
script. 

B.  F.  PARKER. 

J.  H.  McKINNE. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  the  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

DEMOCRATS  INTIMIDATED. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Simpson 
Brown,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  person  of  color,  and  that  he  was  at  Camp- 
bellton precinct  on  the  day  of  the  recent  election  in  this  county  and  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  that  he  distributed  tickets  among  the  colored  people  there;  that 
many  of  them  voted  that  ticket,  and  most  of  them  preferred  that  it  should  not  be 
known  that  they  did  vote  that  ticket;  that  they  were  afraid  of  their  own  color,  and 
he  is  satisfied  that  a  large  portion  of  them  would  not  acknowledge  under  any  circnm- 
stances  that  thev  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

SIMPSON  BROWX. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  ,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  L.  ROBINSON, 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 


NO  INTIMIDATION. 


state  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  county  and  Stat«,  personalis 
came  Armstrong  Pardee,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  board 
of  commissioners  for  Jackson  County  of  the  inspectors  of  election  for  the  Camp- 

bellton precinct,  in  said  county,  at  the  election  held  ou  the  7th  day  of  November,  1^6: 
that  he  served  as  such  inspector  of  said  election ;  that  he  was  present  during  the 
whole  day  ;  that  the  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet,  and  without  any  intimidation 
thereat,  or  violence  of  any  charactar  whatever ;  that  the  election  and  count  was  fair, 
and  that  no  man  was  prevented  from  voting  as  he  pleased,  and  that  deponent  was  a 
republican  voter  at  said  eleceiou. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 
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COLORED  DEMOCRATS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  connty  jndge  of  said  State  and  connty,  Armstrong  Par- 
dee, who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  an  inspector  of  the  election  at  Campbell- 
ton  precinct  on  November  7, 1876.  I  know  that  many  colored  voters  of  said  precinct 
voted  the  democratic  ballot,  according  to  the  outside  appearance  of  the  ballot  they 
voted.  I  think  as  many  as  thirty-five  or  forty  did  this.  Then  Henderson  Wynns,  Aesop 
Wynns,  Alfred  Williams,  Benjamin  Daniels,  James  McKenzie,  George  Adams  voted 
a  split;  Bill  Long,  Charley  Matthews,  and  Bill  Wynns  I  can  name  also.  The  dem- 
ocratic ballot  used  at  said  precinct  was  a  much  shorter  and  smaller  ballot  than 
the  republican  ballot  used  there,  and  it  was  easier  to  tell  them  and  distinguish  the 
one  from  the  other  by  their  outside  appearance. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  25,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Jndge  of  Jackson  County. 

PEACEABLE  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jaokson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.Milton,  county  judge  in  and  for  Jackson  County,  personally  ap- 
peared Joseph  W.  Calloway,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  appointed  by 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Jaokson  County  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election 
for  the  Campbellton  precinct,  in  said  county  and  State,  the  election  held  on  the  7th 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  served  as  such  inspector  at  said  election  ;  that  he  was 
present  during  the  whole  day ;  that  the  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet  and  without  any 
intimidation,  threat,  or  violence  of  any  character  whatever  ;  that  the  election  and 
coant  was  fair,  and  that  no  man  was  prevented  from  voting  as  he  pleiised  ;  and  there 
was  no  citizen  of  Alabama  voted  at  said  precinct,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  par- 
ties goes ;  and  I  have  resided  in  this  neighborhood  for  twenty-seven  years. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

Sworn  before  me  this  18th  of  November,  1876. 

W.  II.  MILTON. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  B.   F.   PARKER.    * 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  came  B.  F. 
Parker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  appointed  by  Judge  Locke  a  super- 
visor at  the  Campbellton  precinct.  No.  3,  in  Jackson  County  ;  that  he  appeared  at  said 
election-precinct  and  acted  as  such  supervisor  during  said  election ;  that  at  the  close  of 
the  polls  he,  together  with  Lewis  Godwin,  who  claimed  to  be  a  supervisor,  entered  the 
room  where  the  inspectors,  J.  W.  Calloway,  John  Speight,  and  Armstrong  Purdee,  ami 
J.  R.  Shoemaker,  clerk  of  said  election,  were  ;  that  they  arranged  themselves  around 
the  ballot-box,  where  each  one  could  perceive  the  box  and  ballots  and  what  was  going 
on,  and  proceeded  to  count  and  verify  said  ballots  by  opening  the  box,  and  J.  W.  Cal- 
loway taking  them  out  one  by  one  and  handed  them  to  B.  F.  Parker,  and  Lewis  God- 
win, who  opened  them  and  examined  each  ballot  and  called  it,  democrat  or  republican, 
and  that  the  count  was  made  by  Armstrong  Purdee  and  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  laying  the 
split  or  scratched  tickets  aside  until  the  tickets  were  all  counted  out  the  box, 
when  the  board  proceeded  to  add  the  republican  and  the  democratic  tickets,  together 
with  the  split  or  scratched  ones,  and  compared  the  number  with  the  list  of  votes  on 
the  poll-list  as  kept  by  the  clerk,  and  found  them  to  agree  exactly,  after  which  the 
canvass  took  place  and  the  result  was  ascertained,  all  ot  which  was  done  fairly  and 
sqaarely,  without  adjournment,  until  the  returns  were  fully  made  out  and  sealed,  and 
a  copy  each  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  judge  of  probate  of  said  county. 
That  during  the  day,  while  said  election  was  progressing,  he  mixed  freely  with  the 
colored  men  around  the  polls,  and  saw  many  of  them  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  on  two  or  three  occasions  was  informed  of  colored  men  who  were  known  to  me  to 
be  repnblicans,  that  I  had  no  idea  how  many  darkies  were  voting  democratic,  and 
called  my  attention  to  a  wagon-load  of  them  that  were  leaving,  and  said  they  had  all 
voted  democratic;  and  that  after  the  election  was  over  and  the  canvass  completed, 
Pordee,  one  of  the  republican  inspectors,  said  to  me  that  no  one  need  tell  him  any 
more  that  colored  men  would  not  vote  democratic,  for  he  had  seen  at  least  forty  do  it 
that  .day.  Pnrdee  was  a  stranger  to  me.  I  had  never,  to  my  knowledge,  seen  him  be- 
fore the  day  of  election. 

That  on  the  25th  of  November  last,  nearly  three  weeks  after  the  election  held  on  the 
7th  of  November  as  aforesaid,  he  was  present  at  Jerusalem  church,  three  miles  from 
Campbellton,  Fla. ;  that  there  were  present  a  squad  of  Federal  troops  with  an  officer^ 
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outside  of  the  little  log  obarch  at  that  plaoe,  and  a  party  of  stranipers  in  JackBon 
County,  who,  he  was  informed,  were  taking  testimony  on  the  inside ;  that  from  every 
appearance,  the  closing  of  the  doors  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  soldiers,  th»t 
what  affidavits  were  taken  were  preooncocted  and  made  under  duress ;  that  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  colored  people  in  and  around  Jerusalem  and.  Campbellton,  having 
for  the  last  ten  years  had  mercantile  transactions  with  nearly  all  of  them,  and  that  he  has 
seen  the  affidavits  of  the  one  hundred  and  twelve  taken  by  one  Edwards  as  notary 
public ;  that  the  entire  list  purports  to  be  signed  by  their  own  hands;  that  he  knows 
full  well,  from  his  knowledge  as  aforesaid,  that  not  over  one-fourth  of  said  parties 
purporting  to  sign  said  affidavit  as  to  how  they  voted  can  read  printed  manuscript  or 
write  their  names. 

B.  F.  PAEKEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

DEMOCHATIC  TICKETS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  came  James  P.  Coker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  on  the  night  of 
November  6,  1876,  he  delivered  several  hundred  democratic  tickets  to  James  Gaston,  a 
colored  man,  who  said  he  was  going  to  Campbellton  the  next  day  to  the  election;  that 
Le  had  sixty-three  colored  men  who  would  vote  with  him  the  democratic  ticket,  and 
that  he  Would  use  said  tickets  in  that  way ;  that  he  the  next  day  saw  said  Gaston  at 
Campbellton  ;  that  since  said  election  said  Gaston  has  told  me  that  he  had  distributed 
the  democratic  tickets  I  gave  him,  and  that  they  were  voted  at  Campbellton  by  his 
colored  friends,  and  that  I  should  not  have  told  his  colored  republican  friends  what  he 
had  done ;  that  they  were  down  on  him ;  that  he  knows  Martin  McKay  and  Cmuip 
Buis,  from  what  their  neighbors  say  about  them  for  truth  and  veracity,  and  from  that 
he  would  not  believe  them  on  their  oaths. 

JAS.  P.  COKER; 

Sworn  to  ard  subscribed  before  me  December  2,  1876. 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  J.  F.  McClellan,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  he  knows  James  Gaston,  who  resides  near  Campbellton,  in  Jackson 
County,  Florida ;  that  on  the  night  before  the  election  the  said  Gaston  he  had  folly 
determined  to  support  the  democratic  ticket  the  next  day  by  his  vote  and  inlluence; 
that  he  then  had  sixty-three  colored  voters  camped  out,  awaiting  his  return  to  know 
whether  they  should  stay  home  from  the  election  or  go  to  Campbellton  and  vote;  that 
they  would  vote  just  as  he  said,  and  that  he  had  fully  determined  to  vote  them  demo- 
cratic, and  democratic  tickets  were  then  given  him  iu  my  presence  to , the  extent  of 
two  hundred,  and  he  promised  that  he  would  have  them  or  a  large  number  of  them 
voted.  Since  the  election  he  has  told  me  that  he  did  distribute  them  among  colored 
voters  at  Campbellton.  This  was  about  two  miles  from  Jerusalem  church,  Jackson 
County,  that  I  had  this  conversation  with  Gaston  ;  and  his  colored  friends  living  in  the 
Campbellton  precinct  were  dissatisfied  with  the  republican  party  because  Gaston  had 
not  received  the  nomination  for  the  legislature,  either  senator  or  assemblyman.  I  am 
acquainted  with  the  reputation  of  Martin  McKav,  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives, 
for  truth  and  veracity  ;  it  is  bad,  and  from  that  character  I  would  not  believe  him  upon 
his  oath.  I  am  acquainted  with  many  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirteen  persons  who 
signed  the  affidavit  with  James  Gaston,  or  who  reports  to  have  signed  said  affidavits, 
and  know  they  cannot  write  their  names,  although  they  purport  to  have  signed  these 
affidavits. 

J.  F.  McCLELUX. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  December  2,  1376. 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

TUK  BAUX)T-BOX  AT  NOON. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  nio,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Arm- 
stroiij^  Pardee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  present  at  the  room  when  the  In- 
f^l)ectors  adjourned  for  dinner  ;  that  the  key  of  the  ballot-box  was  delivered  to  Jolin 
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Speight^  one  of  the  itaspectors^  who  is  a  repablican ;  the  ballot-box  was  placed  in  a 
room  ;  that  the  doors  to  the  same  were  bolted  and  barred  from  the  inside  of  the  same, 
so  no  one  could  enter,  except  by  one  door,  when  in  adjournment  for  dinner ;  this  one 
door  was  looked  by  Mr.  Joseph  Calloway,  one  of  inspectors,  and  he  carried  the  key 
with  him.  I  remained,  at  the  adjournment,  near  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was. 
I  staid  there  to  see  that  said  box  was  not  interfered  with,  and  am  satisfied  no  one  ap- 
proached it  during  said  adjournment.  Before  the  votiag  commenced  in  the  morniug 
the  box  was  publicly  opened  and  exhibited,  to  show  that  there  was  nothing  in  it. 
When  the  other  inspectors  returned  from  dinner  we  found  the  ballot-box  just  where 
we  left  it,  and  had  no  appearance  of  being  interfered  with.  I  remained  all  the  time 
during  recess  near  the  door  where  the  ballot-box  was  left. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 
Sworn  before  me  November  25,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 

COLORED  DKMOCRATS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  H  McKinney,  a  citizen  of  Jackson  County, 
Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  at  Campbollton  precinct,  on 
the  7ch  day  of  November,  at  the  election  held  at  said  place ;  that  Henry  Olds, 
one  of  the  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Lewis  Godwin  as  having  voted  the 
republican  ticket,  voted  the  entire  democratic  ticket;  that  said  Henry  Olds 
handed  his  ticket  to  this  deponent  to  examine,  and  afterwards  immediately  handed 
the  same  very  identical  ballot  to  the  inspector,  Armstrong  Purdee,  who  I  saw 
put  it  in  the  box ;  that  there  were  a  large  number  of  colored  voters  who  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  at  said  precinct ;  that  James  Gaston,  who  made  affidavit  that  he 
voted  republican  ticket,  told  this  affiant  on  the  day  of  election,  at  Campbellton,  that 
he  had  by  his  influence  voted  a  large  number  of  colored  men  the  democratic  ticket ;  he 
further  told  this  deponent  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  that  a 
large  number  of  colored  men  at  Campbellton  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  This  depo- 
nent further  says,  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Plowman  McKinne,  King  Britt,  Cephns 
Silas,  Dempsey  SouUing,  Joshua  Young,  Robert  Gooding,  who  it  is  claimed  made  an 
affidavit  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  it  appears  that  they  signed  their 
names  to  the  same ;  that  neither  of  above-mentioned  persons  can  read  or  write,  and 
conld  not  read  the  ticket  they  did,  or  it  is  claimed  they  voted. 

This  deponent  further  says,  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Martin  McKay  and 
Cramp  Buie :  that  he  knows  their  general  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  live  ;  that  said  reputation  is  bad ;  that  from  that  general 
reputation  he  would  not  believe  either  of  them  upon  their  oaths. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  be  saw  the  canvass  of  the  vote  at  Campbellton  after 
the  polls' had  closed  ;  the  box  was  opened  in  the  presence  of  all  the  inspectors.  J.  W. 
Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors,  proceeded  to  take  all  the  ballots  out  of  the  box  one 
by  one,  and  handed  them  to  B.  F.  Parker  and  Lewis  Godwin,  who  opened  them  and 
called  democrat  or  republican,  as  the  case  may  be ;  that  the  count  was  made  by  Arm- 
strong Purdee,  inspector,  and  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  clerk ;  the  split  tickets,  or  scat^hed 
tickets  were  laid  aside  until  the  whole  tickets  were  all  counted,  then  the  board  pro- 
ceeded to  add  all  together  and  compared  it  with  the  poll-list,  which  was  found  all 
correct.  The  canvass  then  proceeded  until  the  result  was  ascertained,  which  was  done 
fairly  and  correctly  without  any  recess  or  adjournment. 

This  affiant  further  states  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  Armstrong  Purdee  and 
John  Speight,  inspectors,  and  Lewis  Godwin,  supervisor,  immediately  after  the  can- 
vass in  Campbellton,  each  of  whom  said  that  it  was  one  of  the  fairest  elections  they 
ever  attended,  and  that  they  were  beat  by  their  own  color  voting  the  democratic 
ticket. 

J.  H.  McKINNEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  dav  of  December,  1870. 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Notary.  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX   LEFT  AT  NOON. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  county  of  Jackson,  personally  ap- 
peared Hill  Waddell,  who  is  a  republican,  and  was  duly  appointed  deputy  United 
States  marshal  at  the  prexint  at  Campbellton,  in  said  county  and  State,  and  I  attended 
said  precinct  as  said  marshal  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1870,  and  was  present 
from  8^  a.  m.  until  the  election  closed  and  votes  counted ;  that  said  election  was  con- 
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daoted  in  a  peaceable  manner.  There  was  no  intimidation,  directly  or  indirectly,  bjr 
words,  gesture,  or  otherwise.  There  was  no  frand  or  irregularity  in  the  manner  sail 
election  was  conducted.  There  were  two  United  States  supervisors  present  at  and 
around  the  polls.  I  saw  the  connt  made,  and  it  was  fair  and  regular.  It  was  the  mos"; 
peaceable  election  had  in  Campbellton  precinct  since  1865.  I  have  been  deputy  mar- 
shal (United  States)  at  every  election  since  1865. 

HILL  WADDELL,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Buie,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  each  for  himself,  that  I  am  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  county  of  Jackson  and 
State  aforesaid  ;  that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at 
precinct  No.  3,  at  Campbellton,  in  said  county.  The  deponents  further  say  that  aboat 
the  middle  of  the  day  I  heard  Mr.  Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  said  election, 
announce  that  the  board  would  now  adjourn  for  dinner.  I  then  saw  the  three  inspect- 
ors— J.  W.  Calloway,  John  Speight,  and  Armstrong  Purdee — and  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  clerk, 
come  out  of  the  building  through  the  back  door,  pass  around  toward  tho  front  of  the 
building,  and  out  of  my  sight.  Deponents  further  say  that  the  front  part  of  the  build- 
ing, known  as  the  store,  is  approached  by  steps  running  the  entire  length  of  the  piazza; 
the  back  door  is  also  approached  by  a  flight  of  four  or  tive  steps ;  that  immediately 
after  the  inspectors  and  clerk  left  the  room  and  walked  away,  I  sat  down  on  the  top 
steps  of  the  tlight  approaching  the  back  door,  with  my  back  leaning  against  the  door, 
which  was  locked.  While  sitting  there  I  heard  persons  moving  about  and  talking  in 
whispers  inside  the  building,  when  Martin  McKay,  one  of  the  deponents,  said,  "Crump, 
somebody  is  in  the  store  doing  something,"  to  which  Crump  Buie,  the  other  deponent, 
replied,  **  Yes ;  somebody  is  breaking  the  law — drinking  whisky,  I  reckon,"  whereupon 
the  noises  ceased  for  a  while.  I  soon  heard  it  again,  and  also  heard  something  which 
sounded  like  the  shutting  of  a  door,  or  of  something  falling  upon  the  floor.  Deponents 
further  say  that  I  remained  sitting  on  the  steps  until  the  board  of  inspectors  returned 
and  the  polls  were  re-opened,  which  was  about  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  De- 
ponents further  say  that  when  adjournment  was  had  for  dinner,  the  window  through 
which  the  ballots  were  received  was  closed  or  remained  closed  during  adjournment  by 
means  of  wooden  shutters.  Deponents  further  say  that  I  was  requested  to  sit  on  the 
steps  by  Lewis  Godwin,  one  of  the  supervisors  of  the  said  election,  in  order  that  he 
might  know  where  to  find  me  in  the  event  of  any  disturbance.  And  further  the  deponent 
8aith  not. 

MARTIN  McKAY,  his  x  mark. 
CRUMP  BUIE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness :  Z.  L.  Tidball. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

THE  CAls'VASS  OF  THE  VOTE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss: 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared John  Speight,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qaAl- 
ified  elector  of  Jackson  County  and  State  of  Florida  aforesaid ;  that  he  was  regularly 
appointed  inspector  of  election  at  precinct  No.  \i  at  Campbellton,  in  the  said  Jackson 
County,  and  duly  qualified  for  the  said  office ;  that  he  attended  the  election  held  No- 
yember  7, 1876,  at  precinct  No.  3,  at  Campbellton,  and  acted  as  one  of  the  inspectors  ; 
that  he  was  present  at  the  closing  of  the  polls  at  said  election  on  said  day ;  that  the 
votes  were  canvassed  without  first  counting  the  ballots  in  the  box  and  comparing  the 
nnmber  with  the  number  of  names  appearing  on  the  ]K)ll-]i8t  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the 
said  election.  And  this  dep»onent  further  says  that  after  the  canvass  was  completed 
the  ballots  were  thrown  intio  a  box,  and  left  in  the  building  where  the  election  was 
held.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  SPEIGHT. 

i    Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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IDENTIFICATION  OF  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Loou,  88 : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Lewis  Godwin,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector 
of  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  was  duly  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned as  a  supervisor  of  election  at  precinct  No.  3,  at  Campbellton,  in  said  county  of 
Jackson ;  that  he  attended  the  election  at  said  precinct,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876 ;  that  he  was  refused  admittance  into  the  room  where  the  election  was  held, 
and  was  not  admitted  therein  during  said  election ;  that  he  took  a  position  near  the 
window  through  which  the  votes  were  received,  and  was  near  the  saia  window  during 
said  election  aftor  he  arrived  at  the  polls.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  is  well  and 
personally  acquainted  with  Charlie  Cotton,  Martin  Cawthorn,  Philip  Cotton,  Green 
Chambers,  John  A.  Daniels,  Squire  Everette,  B.  F.  Faircloth,  Alex.  Godwin,  Joseph 
Hamilton,  Wesley  Jackson,  Wm.  Kirkland,  George  Lee,  Harry  McKinnie,  Griffin 
Myrick,  Henry  Olds,  Moses  Roberta,  Joe  Richardson,  Wm.  Sampson,  and  Arthur 
Smith,  all  of  whom  are  duly-qualified  electors  of  the  said  Jackson  County  and  State 
aforesaid ;  that  he  saw  each  and  every  one  of  the  aforesaid  nineteen  voters  cast  their 
votee  at  precinct  No.  3,  at  Campbellton,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876 ;  that  he  saw  the  ticket  of  each  and  every  one  of  the  said 
voters,  and  they  were  republican  tickets,  and  contained  the  names  of  the  following 
candidates,  to  wit :  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C. 
Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long;  for  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  first  district,  William  J.  Purman ;  for  governor,  Marcellus  L. 
Steams ;  for  lieutenant-governor,  David  Montgon^ery ;  for  senator,  third  district,  Fuller 
White ;  for  the  assembly,  Jackson  County,  Wm.  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse 
fiobinson. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  saw  the  aforesaid  tickets  just  prior  to  their 
delivery,  by  the  voters  aforesaid,  to  the  inspectors  of  the  election  at  the  said  precinct, 
and  said  tickets  were  delivtpred  to  Armstrong  Pardee,  one  of  the  inspectors,  by  the 
said  voters,  in  the  presence  of  the  deponent.    And  farther  the  deponent  saith  not. 

LEWIS  GODWIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  publio-for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
the  undersigned  one  hundred  and  twelve  duly-qualified  electors  of  the  county  of  Jack- 
son and  State  of  Florida  aforesaid,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says, 
each  for  himself,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  I  attended  the 
election  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  3,  at  Campbellton,  in 
said  county  of  Jackson  aforesaid ;  that  I  then  and  there  cast  my  vote  for  the  following- 
named  candidates,  to  wit:  For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C. 
Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  WiHiam  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long ;  for  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  first  district,  William  J.  Purman ;  for  governor,  Marcellus  L. 
Steams ;  for  lieutenant-governor,  David  Montgomery ;  for  senator  third  district.  Fuller 
White;  for  the  assembly,  Jackson  County,  William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and 
Jesse  Robinson ;  that  the  names  of  the  foregoing  candidates  were  printed  on  a  paper 
ballot,  and  1  delivered  mv  ballot  to  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  aforesaid,  who 
received  the  same;  and  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


186 


FLORIDA — ^JACKSON   COUNTY. 


Names  of  electors. 


Residence. 


Witness  to  sig- 
natares. 


James  Gaston 

John  Speight 

Isaac  Wynd 

Frank  Sorey , 

John  Cotton », 

Charles  Jordan 

Stephen  W.  Rinne 

Geo.  Pitt 

Gnilford  Pelt 

Henry  F.  Cinnay  . . 

Alex.  Bellauy 

Charles  Bf  itt . 
Irvin  Robert . 
Kd.  Braxton . 
Henrv  Carter. 
Ned  Pittraan 
Lane  Thomas.  . 
Aleck  llolroer 
Willis  Waddell . 
William  Bellimy. 

Robt.  Johnson ,, 

Hay  ward  Ward. 

Wade  Curry 

Abner  Myrick , 

Rent  Cain 

Alford  Myrick 

Milton  Wyns 

Ben  Myrick 

William  Thompson 

Amos  Register 

Henry  Cotton , 

James  Wyn 

William  Brown 

Dempsy  Snelling  . . 

Toney  Young 

Tom  McBain 


■Ward. 


John  Simmont 

Wade  Curry .. 

Clem  Register  ... . 

Justin  David 

Joshua  Young  .... 

Isaac  Curry 

Robert  Gooding. .. 
Seaborn  J. Nile  ... 
Henry  Chambers  . 

Jackson  Brul 

Antony  Thomas  .. 

Thomas  Buis 

George  House  .... 

Joe  Wadford 

Charles  Walkup  . . 
Edward  Thomas . . 
Mose  Waddell  .... 
Fulton  McKinne.. 

Henry  Jones 

Eli  Hares , 

Stephen  Smith.... 
George  Wesley  . . , 

Jerry  Keay , 

Collins  Robinson .. 

Elbert  Davis 

George  Brown  .... 

Isaac  Fleming 

Franklin  Hoover 


Jerusalem. .. 
Campbell  ton 
Jerusalem... 
Campbell  ton 

do 
Jerusalem 
Campbellton 

do 

do 

do 

Waddell  place 

Campbellton 

do 

do 

do 
Jerusalem 
Campbellton 

do 
Springfield 
Jerusalem 

Campbellton 

John  Knight's  plantation 

Widowhood's  plantation 

Cullin  Corens's  plantation 

William  Daniels's  plantation  .... 
Three  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

Waddell  plantation 

Bob  Young's  place 

John  Brantley's  place 

Four  miles  northwest  of  Campbellton 

Campbellton... 

do 

Brown  place,  seven  miles  from  Campbellton 
Snelling,  eleve'n  miles  from  Campbellton.. 

West  of  Campbelton 

Four  miles.south  of  Campbellton 

Five  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

Two  miles  northeast  of  Campbellton 

Three  miles  southeast  of  Canipbellton 

One  and  a  hilf  miles  east  of  Campbellton  . 

Two  miles  south  of  Campbellton 

One  mile  north  of  Jerusalem 

Four  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

One  mile  east  of  Campbellton 

Between  Cul wines  and  McRemon.  ...• 

Six  miles  east 'of  Campbellton 

Waddell  place 

Four  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

Three  miles  west  ot  Campbellton 

Jerusalem 

Campbellton 

Two  miles  from  Campbellton,  south 

One  mile  east  of  Webbville 

Four  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

Waddell  plantation 

Five  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

Two  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

do 

Three  miles  north  of  Campbellton 

Six  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

Two  miles  north  of  Campbellton .- 

Four  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Campbellton 
One  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Campbellton 

Five  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

Jerusalem 

Two  miles  northeast  of  Campbellton 
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Names  of  electors. 


Residence. 


Witness  to  sig- 
natures. 


John  Thomas 

William  Hodger 

George  Kirkland . . . . 

Henry  Hamilton 

Peter  Barnes 

Edward  Wynn 

Tom  Smith 

Thomas  Hale 

Abner  Knox 

Is'artson  Haggard  . . . 

Ned  Sutton 

J  ackson  Holland . . . . 

Peter  Ward 

Jacob  Wynn 

Tanin  Gillis 

Toney  Allie 

William  Chnpsum  .. 

Jonah  Anqtin 

Ben  Daniels 

Edward  Hill 

Billy  Williams 

Frank  Wynn 

Hampshire  Wynn . .. 

Cy  Austin 

Andrew  Nelson 

Henry  Knox , 

Wm.  Woodford 

Martin  McKay , 

David  Wynn 

Henry  Barnes 

King  Brett 

George  My  rick 

Sam  Aplin 

Plonrowen  McKinn 

Spencer  Brown 

Ben  W^atsoii 

MikeBarkley , 

Jack  Blunt 

Walker  Godwin 

Robert  Gray 

Simon  Chambers 

HillW^addell 


Crump  Bruce 

Frank  Lindsay 

Cephas  Silas 

Armstrong  Barder. 


Three  miles  northwest  of  Campbellton  .. 

Half  a  mile  east  of  Campbellton 

Two  miles  northeast  of  Campbellton 

Five  miles  west  of  Campbellton ' 

Jerusalem j 

Five  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

Jerusalem ? [ 

Baker  place,  Jerusalem j 

Two  miles  northeast  of  Campbellton 

Five  miles  east  of  Jerusalem 

Jerusalem ' 

Three  miles  north  of  Campbellton | 

Five  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

Five  miles  east  of  Campbellton 

Jerusalem 

Long's  plantation 

Two  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

Jerusalem 

Campbellton  j 

Register's  plantation 

Jerusalem 

Wynnes  plantation ; 

Foqr  miles  east  of  Campbellton ' 

Jerusalem 

Former  Big  River ' 

Two  miles  northeast  of  Campbellton , 

Jertftalera i 

do 

Cedar  Hill  settlement | 

Jerusalem , 

do 

Four  miles  west  of  Campbellton 

Two  miles  east  of  Jerusalem 

One  mile  east  of  Campbellton 

Jerusalem 

do 

One  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Campbellton  ; 

One-half  mile  south  of  Campbellton | 

Jerusalem ■ 

do I 

One  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Campbellton 
Bethlehem  settlement,  eleven   miles  from. 

Campbellton ' i 

Jerusalem I 

Two  miles  west  from  Jerusalem , 

At  Campbellton 1 

Near  Mariauna ' 


L.  Tidball. 
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Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

DIVISION   01    TIME. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss  : 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
James  Gaston,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  a  deputy  United 
States  marshal,  and  served  in  his  oificial  capacity  as  such  at  precinct  No.  3,  Campbell- 
ton, in  Jackson  County  and  State  aforesaid,  during  the  election  held  November  7, 
l.**7H ;  that  the  polls  at  said  precinct  opened  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morniug;  that,  by 
an' arrangement  made  by  the  board  of  inspectors,  the  white  men  voted  one  hour  and 
then  the  colored  men  voted  one  hour,  and  they  continued  thus  voting,  taking  turns 
about  of  one  hour  each,  until  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  board  of  inspect- 
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ors  adjonrned  for  dinner,  at  which  time  the  white  men  had  voted  three  honrs  and  the 
colored  men  two  hoars.  Deponent  further  says,  after  dinner  the  colored  men  com- 
menced to  vote  and  he  commenced  to  count,  and  continued  to  count  there  until  the 
polls  closed,  and  he  connted  seventy-six  colored  men,  all  of  whom  are  known  to  de- 
ponent as  heing  republican,  and  that  they  then  and  there  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
Deponent  farther  says,  that  after  dinner  the  white  men  and  colored  men  did  not  take 
hours  about  in  voting  by  the  hour,  for  the  reason  that  all  the  white  men  pre.<^Dt  at 
the  polls,  with  the  exception  of  four  or  five,  had  voted,  before  dinner.  Deponent 
further  says  that  he  is  well  and  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  the  colored  meu 
who  are  democrats  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  election  hold  at  said  pre- 
cinct on  said  day,  and  they  do  not  exceed  eighteen  in  number,  and  that  they  all  voted 
in  the  morning  prior  to  the  adjournment  for  dinner.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  is 
thirty-seven  years  of  age ;  that  he  has  resided  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  of 
Florida  during  the  last  nineteen  years,  and  for  the  last  past  thirteen  years  he  has  re- 
sided three  miles  south  of  Campbellton,  where  the  said  election  was  held,  concerning 
which  he  hereby  testifies.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JAMES  GASTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida, 

OFFICER  DEBARRED  FROM  THE  POLIOS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss; 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Lewis  Godwin,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs  that  he  was  duly  ap- 
pointed and  qualified  as  a  supervisor  of  elections  on  behalf  of  the  republicans  at  pre- 
cinct No.  3,  Campbellton,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  went 
to  the  said  polling-place  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876.  On  his  arrival  there  the  polla 
were  open  and  the  voters  were  voting ;  that  he  immediately  entered  the  building,  and 
as  he  approached  the  door  of  the  room  where  the  election  was  held  he  met  Mr.  B.  F. 
Parker,  the  democratic  supervisor,  who  said  to  deponent,  ^*  Lewis,  I  am  just  a  minnte 
too  late,  and  you  are  also  too  late.  I  have  not  qualified  as  a  supJervisor."  Deponeot 
replied,  "Well,  I  have  qualified  and  I  must  go  in — my  business  is  inside ;"  to  which  the 
said  Parker  replied,  "No,  Lewis  ;  they  will  not  let  me  in,  and  they  are  not  going  to  let 
ougoin."  Deponent  then  went  to  the  door  of  the  room  where  the  election  was  held,  and 
nocKed,  when  the  door  was  opened  by  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  the  clerk  of  the  election.  De- 
ponent said  to  the  said  Shoemaker,  "  Mr.  Shoemaker,  I  must  go  inside ;  my  business  is 
there ;"  to  which  the  said  Shoemaker  replied,  "  No,  Lewis ;  you  can't  come  in ;  we  have 
as  many  men  in  here  as  we  want  ]"  and  immediately  shut  the  door  and  locked  it.  De- 
ponent then  went  round  to  the  window  outside,  where  the  votes  were  received,  and 
endeavored  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  inspectors  to  the  fact  that  he  was  there  as  a 
supervisor,  and  requested  to  be  admitted  into  the  room,  to  which  request  no  attention 
whatever  was  given  by  any  of  the  inspectors.  Deponent  further  says  that  shortly 
thereafter  he  made  a  further  request  to  be  admitted  into  the  room,  whereupon  Arm- 
strong Pardee,  one  of  the  inspectors,  sitting  at  the  window,  inside,  said,  "The  ma- 
jority rules,''  and  this  deponent  was  not  admitted  into  the  room  during  the  time  of 
voting.  Deponent  further  says  that  some  time  previous  to  the  adjournment  for 
dinner  there  was  some  disturbance  near  the  polls,  and  during  the  adjournment  for 
dinner  deponent  requested  Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Bine  to  sit  on  the  steps  at 
the  back  door  of  the  building  in  order  that  he  would  know  where  to  find  them  in 
the  event  of  further  difficulty,  which  he  anticipated ;  that  during  said  adjournment, 
while  the  door  was  locked  and  the  window  closed  with  a  wooden  shutter,  the  depo- 
nent saw  the  said  McKay  and  Bine  sitting  on  the  said  steps  leaning  against  the 
door.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  is  twenty-six  years  of  age;  that  he  resided 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Campbellton,  where  the  said  election  was  held, 
during  the  past  six  years.  Deponent  further  says,  that  during  said  election  he  occu- 
pied a  position  on  the  outside  of  the  building,  near  the  window  where  the  ballots  were 
received,  and  remained  there  during  the  said  election.  Deponent  further  says,  that,  by 
an  arrangement  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  the  whito  men  voted  one  hour  and  then  the 
colored  men  voted  one  hour,  and  they  continued  thus  voting,  taking  turns  about  of 
one  hour  each,  until  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  board  of  inspectors  ad- 
journed for  dinner,  up  to  which  time  the  white  men  had  voted  three  hours  and  the 
colored  men  two  hours.  Deponent  further  says,  that  after  dinner  the  colored  men 
commenced  to  vote,  and  he  commenced  to  count  them,  and  continued  to  count  tbem 
until  the  polls  closed,  and  he  counted  seventy-six  colored  men,  all  of  whom  are  known 
to  deponent  as  being  republicans,  and  that  they  then  and  there  voted  the  republican 
ticket.  Deponent  further  says,  that  after  dinner  the  white  men  and  colored  raeo  did 
not  take  turns  about  in  voting  by  the  hour,  for  the  reason  that  all  of  the  white  men 
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present  at  the  polls,  with  the  exception  of  four  or  live,  had  voted  before  dinner.  De- 
ponent further  says,  that  after  the  polls  closed  he  was  permitted  to  enter  the  room  and 
be  present  dnring  the  canvass  of  the  votes  ;  that  be  did  enter  the  room  and  remained 
during  the  canvass ;  that  J.  W.  Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors,  commenced  taking 
the  ballots  out  of  the  box,  one  at  a  time,  and  all  of  the  republican  tickets  came  out  of 
the  box  first,  and  the  democratic  tickets  came  out  last.  Deponent  further  says,  that 
B.  F.  Parker,  who  was  appointed  supervisor  and  did  not  qualify,  was  also  admitted 
into  the  room  at  the  same  time  the  deponent  was  admitted,  and  the  deponent  and  the 
said  Parker  took  seats  together  at  a  table,  and  remained  there  dnring  the  canvass  ; 
that  an  Mr.  Calloway  took  a  ballot  from  the  box  he  banded,  it  to  Mr.  Parker,  who 
opened  the  same,  and  deponent  and  said  Parker  examined  each  and  every  ballot.  And 
fuither  deponent  saith  not. 

LEWIS  GODWIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EPWARDS,    [SEAL.] 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

TAMPERING  WITH  THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Armstrong  Pnrdee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depos6»and  says :  That  be  is  a  duly-qualified 

elector  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  is years  old ;  that  he  resides 

about  one  mile  from  Marianna :  that  he  was  appointed,  qualified,  and  served  as  one  of 
the  inspectors  of  the  general  election  held  in  said  county,  at  precinct  No.  3,  Campbell- 
ton,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  the 
board  of  inspectors  at  the  said  precinct  was  composed  of  J.  W.  Calloway,  John  Speight, 
and  this  deponent ;  that  one  J.  R.  Shoemaker  qualified  and  acted  as  clerk  of  the  said 
election.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  the  board  of  inspectors  adjourned  for  dinner  and  conveyed  the  ballot-box  from 
the  room  in  which  the  election  was  held  and  deposited  and  left  it  in  an  adjoining  room 
used  as  a  store  for  the  sale  of  merchandise,  and  kept  by  a  person  whose  name  is  un- 
known to  this  deponent ;  that  the  front  door  of  said  store  was  barred,  and  the  inspectors 
passed  out  at  the  back  door  and  locked  it,  leaving  the  box  inside.  This  deponent  further 
Bays  that  he  did  not  see  auv  person  in  the  store  at  the  time  the  ballot-box  was  deposited 
there.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  objected  to  taking  the  box  into  the  store 
and  out  of  sight  of  the  voters,  when  Mr.  Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors,  said  to  depo- 
nent, ^*  It  is  all  right."  This  deponent  further  says  that  the  adjournment  for  dinner 
occupied  about  half  an  hour :  that  while  the  other  inspectors  were  at  dinner,  at  a  place 
about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the  store  aforesaid,  be,  the  deponent,  remained  with- 
out taking  dinner,  at  a  distance  of  about  twenty  yards  from  the  back  part  of  the  store. 
The  deponent  further  says^  that  although  he  did  not  see  any  other  person  in  the  store 
when  tho  board  of  inspectors  left  it,  he  cannot  swear  that  there  was  no  person  in  the 
said  store.  This  deponent  further  says,  that  he  resided  about  eighteen  miles  from  the 
store  aforesaid,  and  is  not  familiar  with  the  said  store  or  surroundings  thereof. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  the  board 
of  inspectors  commenced  to  canvass  the  votes  without  first  counting  the  ballots,  and 
comparing  the  number  with  the  number  of  names  appearing  on  the  poll-list  kept  by 
the  clerk.  This  deponent  further  says  during  the  canvass  Mr.  Calloway,  one  of  the  in- 
spectors, took  each  ticket  from  the  box,  and  the  count  was  made  by  announcing  whether 
it  was  a  republican  ticket  or  a  democratic  ticket,  deponent,  at  the  same  time,  keeping 
tally  as  the  tickets  were  thus  as  aforesaid.  This  deponeot  further  says  that  he  was 
sitting  at  the  table  in  such  a  position  that  he  did  not  see  the  face  of  the  tickets  as 
they  were  announced  as  aforesaid.  This  deponent  further  says  that  after  the  canvass 
had  been  completed,  he  suggested  that  the  ballots  be  returned  to  the  county  clerk's 
ofiice,  whereupon  Mr.  Calloway,  the  inspector  aforesaid,  remarked  that  that  was  not 
necessary,  and  the  ballots  were  left  in  a  box  in  the  room  where  the  election  was  held. 
The  deponent  further  says  that  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  since  the  election,  he 
was  approached  by  W.  D.  Barnes,  of  said  county,  who  requested  deponent  to  sign  an 
affidavit  setting  forth  that  the  late  election  at  precinct  No.  3,  at  Campbelltou,  was  all 
fair,  so  far  as  deponent  knew.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  signed  an  affidavit  to  the 
effect  aforesaid,  but  at  the  time  he  bigned  said  affidavit,  deponent  had  forgotten  that 
the  ballot-box  was  out  of  sight  of  the  voters  and  out  of  the  possession  of  the  board  of 
inspectors  during  the  half-hour  of  adjournment  for  dinner  as  aforesaid,  during  which 
time  the  ballot-box  and  ballots  might  have  been  tampered  with  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  deponent.    And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  thi*  *27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public  State  at  Large. 
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•  PEACEABLE   ELKCTIOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  ooanty  judge  in  and  for  Jackson  County,  personally  ap- 
peared Joseph  W.  Calloway,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  4ie  was  appointed  by 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  Count  y  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election 
for  the  Campbelltown  precinct,  in  said  county  and  State,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th 
of  November,  A.  D.  187G ;  that  he  served  as  such  inspector  at  said  election ;  that  it  was 
peaceable  and  quiet,  and  without  any  intimidation,  threat,  or  violence  of  any  charac- 
ter whatever ;  that  the  election  and  count  was  fair,  and  that  no  man  was  hindered 
from  voting  as  he  pleased,  and  there  was  no  citizen. of  Alabama  voting  at  said  precinct 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  parties  goes.  I  have  resided  in  this  neighborhood  for 
twenty-seven  years. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  18,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

CAMPBELLTON   PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  came  B.  F. 
Parker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  appointed  by  Judge  Locke  a  super- 
visor at  the  Campbellton  precinct  No.  3,  in  Jackson  County;  that  he  appeared  a|;  said 
election-precinct  and  was  supervisor  during  said  election;  that  at  the  close  of 
the  polls  he,  together  with  Lewis  Godwin,  who  claimed  to  be  a  supervisor, 
entered  the  room  where  the  inspectors,  J.  W.  Calloway,  John  Speight,  and  Armstrong 
Purdee,  and  John  Shoemaker,  clerk  of  said  election,  were ;  that  they  arranged  them- 
selves around  the  ballot-box  where  each  one  could  perceive  the  box  and  ballots,  aud 
what  was  going  on,  and  proceeded  to  count  and  verify  said  ballots  by  opening  the  l)0x. 
and  J.  W.  Calloway  taking  them  out  one  by  one  and  handed  them  to  B.  F.  Parker  and 
Lewis  (iodwin,  who  opened  them  and  examine<l  each  ballot,  and  called  it  democrat 
or  republican,  and  that  the  count  was  made  by  Armstrong  Purdee,  inspector,  and  J. 
K.  Shoemaker,  clerk,  laying  the  split  or  scratched  tickets  aside  until  the  tickets  were 
all  counted  out  of  the  box,  when  the  board  proceeded  to  add  the  republican  and  the 
democratic  tickets  together  with  the  split  or  scratched  ones  and  compared  the  nnm- 
ber  with  the  list  of  voters  on  the  poll-list  as  kept  by  the  clerk,  and  found  them  to  a^ree 
exactly,  after  which  the  cauvass  took  place  and  the  result  was  ascertained,  all  of  which 
was  done  fairly  and  squarely,  and  without  adjournment  until  the  returns  were  fully 
made  out  and  sealed,  and  a  copy  of  each  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  judge 
of  probate  of  said  county. 

That  during  the  day,  while  the  election  was  progressing,  he  mixed  freely  with  the 
colored  men  around  the  polls,  and  saw  many  of  them  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  on  two  or  three  occasions  was  informed  by  colored  men  who  were  known  to  me  to 
be  republicans  that  I  had  no  idea  how  many  darkies  were  voting  democratic,  and 
called  my  attention  to  a  wagon-load  of  them  that  were  leaving,  and  said  they  had  all 
voted  democratic ;  aud  that  after  the  election  was  over  and  the  canvass  completed, 
Purdee,  one  of  the  republican  inspectors,  told  me  that  no  one  need  tell  him  any  more 
that  the  colored  men  would  not  vote  democratic,  for  he  had  seen  forty  of  them  do  it 
that  day,  Purdee  was  a  strauger  to  me.  I  had  never  to  my  knowledge  seen  him  be- 
fore the  day  of  election. 

That  on  the  25th  of  November  last,  nearly  three  weeks  after  the  election  held  on  the 
7th  of  November  aforesaid,  he  was  present  at  Jerusalem  church,  three  miles  from 
Campbellton,  Fla.  ;|there  were  present  a  squad  of  Federal  troops  with  an  officer  outside 
the  little  log  church  at  that  place,  aud  a  party  of  strangers  in  Jackson  County,  who. 
he  was  informed,  were  taking  testimony  on  the  inside ;  that  from  every  appearance, 
the  closing  of  the  doors,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  soldiers,  that  what  affi- 
davits were  taken  were  preconcocted  and  taken  under  duress. 

That  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  colored  people  in  and  around  Jerusalem  and 
Campbellton,  having  for  the  last  ten  years  had  mercantile  transactions  with  nearly  all 
of  them,  and  that  he  has  seen  the  affidavits  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  tAken  by  one 
Edwards  as  notary  public ;  that  the  entire  list  purports  to  be  signed  by  their  own 
hands ;  that  he  knows  full  well  from  his  knowledge,  as  aforesaid^  that  not  over 
one-fourth  of  said  parties  puri>orting  to  sign  said  affidavits  as  to  how  they  voted  can 
read  print  or  manuscript  or  write  their  names. 

B.  F.  PARKEI?. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

[seal.]  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public 
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FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH. 

State  of  Florida,  Connty  of  JacksoD,  ss : 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  pablic  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Peter  Anderson  and  Henry  Freeblood,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they 
are  registered  voters  of  Jackson  Coanty,  Florida ;  that  they  attended  the  election  on 
the  7tn  day  of  November,  1876,  at  polling-place  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  in  said 
coanty  aforesaid ;  that  they  were  present  when  the  polls  were  opened  and  remained  at 
the  polling-place  until  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  deponents  further  say 
that  they  voted  at  the  said  poll  aforesaid,  and  saw  others  vote  there ;  that  their  own 
and  the  ballots  of  other  voters  were  handed  to  a  person  sitting  on  the  window-sill, 
above  their  heads ;  that  they  did  not  see  their  ballots  deposited  in  the  ballot-box ;  that 
there  was  no  ballot-box  in  view  of  the  voters  during  the  time  they  were  at  the  polls;. 
and  farther  the  deponents  saith  not. 

PETER  ANDERSON. 
HENRY  FREEBLOOD. 

Witness  to  signatures : 

Z.  L.  TiDBAU. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  2.3d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.J  C.  H.  PEARCE, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

B^ore  me  personally  came  Ransome  McKay,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was 
present  at  the  election  held  at  Friendship  church  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  one  of  the  precincts  in  said  county;  that  he  is  a  republican  and  voted  that  ticket 
on  that  day  ;  that  he  watched  every  act  done  that  day  by  the  inspectors,  supervi.«iors, 
and  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and  saw  nothing  irregular  or  wrong ;  that  there 
was  no  intimidatiou  by  threats,  words,  acts,  or  ge<«ture3.  It  was  as  peaceable  an  elec- 
tion as  I  ever  saw  ;  not  a  word  or  act  that  was  objectionable. 

RANSOM  McKAY,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  before  me  this  20th  of  November,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County,  Florida. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  John  B.  Anderson,  Edmund  Hayes,  and  J.  H.  Stevens,  inspect- 
ors of  an  election  held  at  Friendship  (Jhurch,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State 
aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide 
for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 
1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  we  will  perform  the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conduct- 
ing the  same. 

J.  B.  ANDERSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
EDMUND  HAYES, 

Inspectorof  Election. 
J.  H.  STEPHENS, 

Inspector  of  election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  L.  ROBINSON, 

J.  P..  for  J.  C. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  C.  C.  Gunn,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Friendship  Church,  in 
the  connty  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
19, 1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  bofore-men- 
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tioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  frand,  deceit, 
and  abuse  in  conducting^tbe  eame. 

C.  C.  GUNN, 
Clerk  of  Election. 


Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this day  of  • 


-,  A.  D.  18 


N.  B. — The  above  oath  must  be  taken  by  the  clerk  previous  to  receiving  any  votes. 
It  may  be  taken  before  any  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 
It  must  be  returned  with  the  poll-list  and  the  returns  of  the  election  to  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court. 


Names  of  persona  voting  at  Friendship  Church  precinct  at  (he  election  there  held  Xovemhtr 
f^       *  7f  1876,  pursuant  to  the  secretary  of  state's  noticCj  and  according  to  late. 


1  Clay  Robinson. 

2  £.  S.  Robinson. 

3  Peter  Taylor. 

4  Peter  Allen. 

5  Henry  Krupps. 

6  Richard  Spnng. 

7  Harris  Gun. 

8  David  William. 

9  John  B.  William. 

10  David  Baxter. 

1 1  Andrew  Blank. 

12  David  Collins. 

13  Thomas  Smith. 

14  Middleton  Stephens. 

15  John  M.  Stephens. 

16  Emond  Holliday. 

17  Louis  Pollock. 
IH  Philip  Pettark. 

19  W.  R.  Pettway. 

20  W.  E.  Pettway. 

21  Charles  Brunson. 

22  George  M.  Pittway. 

23  George  Athersou. 

24  Thomas  Askin. 

25  March  Anderson. 

26  I*eter  Anderson. 

27  J.  W.  Anderson. 

28  Solomon  Anderson. 

29  R.Anderson. 

30  Henry  Everett. 

31  David  Howe 
:^2  Petteray,  L.  R. 

33  George  Guun. 

34  Joe  Glare. 

35  David  McWilliams. 

36  James  B.Pitterows. 

37  Theophilus  Baxter. 

38  James  C.  Brown. 

39  I.  T.  W.  Baxter. 

40  John  Baxter. 

41  James  Baily. 

42  Dolphin  Hearu. 

43  Seuel  Kelly. 

44  -Nelson  Browuson. 

45  Jack  Brownson. 

46  David  Bratlberry. 

47  David  Bellany. 

48  Ciesar  Blackom,  sr. 

49  Hevy  Blackwell. 

50  Joe  Blanks. 

51  Levy  Baldwin. 

52  Ben  Brunson. 

53  Joseph  Baker. 


54  JohnCutras. 

55  L.  C.  Culver. 

56  A.  M.  Coonrod. 

57  J.  Cullbrith. 

58  Jesse  Collins. 

59  Jack  Claris. 

60  George  Cox. 

61  Littleton  Dickie. 

62  Foster  Dansby. 

63  William  Dickson. 

64  Corbitt  Duncan. 

65  Abram  Dickson. 

66  Epperson  Daniels. 

67  Thomas  D.  Evans. 

68  Benjamin  Floyd. 

69  W.  H.  Floyd. 

70  Richard  Floyd. 

71  Isham  Floyd. 

72  W.  G.  Floyd. 

73  William  Floyd. 

74  John  Farmer. 

75  Ed.  D.  Ferguson. 

76  Harry  Garritt. 

77  N.  T.  Granger. 

78  Samuel  Goius. 

79  A.  S.  Grace. 

80  Chas.  Gums,  (sworn.) 

81  J.  T.  Granger. 

82  Gus  Garrison. 

83  Moses  Garrison. 

84  George  W.  Goodson. 

85  Houston  Gilbert. 

86  Nathan  Grice. 

87  Joseph  Glenn. 

88  Thomas  Halliday. 

89  George  Heam. 

90  Ben.  Hall. 

91  AUen  Hall. 

92  A.  H.  Hall. 

93  Lewis  Haves. 

94  G.  D.  Haghes. 

95  Harry  Hayes. 

96  Andrew  Hays. 

97  Samson  Hays. 

98  Thomas  Hait. 

99  R.  H.  Hancock. 

100  J.  Hancock. 

101  W.  D.  Hull". 

102  W.H.Hi tts. 

103  Handy  Hart. 

104  Peter  James. 

105  James  Jones. 

106  T.  J.  Jones. 


107  Mathew  Jones. 

108  Richard  Jacobs. 

109  James  Jacobs. 

110  Reuben  Johnson. 

111  J.  M.  Knowles. 

112  Chas.  Knowles. 

113  H.W.  Knowles. 

114  J.  8.  F.Lee. 

115  W.S.Lee. 

116  Isaac  Lightfoot. 

117  Divs  Locklort. 

118  Gray  Locklort. 

119  W.  Lewis. 

120  Calvis  Lewis. 

121  Ebmz  Long. 

122  Henry  Long. 

123  W.  R.  W.  Daniel. 

124  Joe  Rings. 

125  W.  T.  Mathew. 

126  John  Mathew. 

127  H.  C.  McMillan. 

128  John  W.  McDaniel 

129  C.  T.  McDaniels. 

130  J.  H.  D.  MoCullers. 

131  C.  J.  McCullers. 

132  Jackson  McDaniels. 

133  Everett  McDaniels. 

134  Chast  Mathew. 

135  W.E.A.Moyley. 

136  Ranse  McKeog. 

137  A.  H.  Wheely. 

138  Lewis  Glover. 

139  J.J.Molerd. 

140  J.  N,  Pacick. 

141  James  Paulk. 

142  T.  D.  Pounck. 

143  J.  M.  Pittmau. 

144  R.  P.  Paulk. 

145  W.  J.  Peanck. 

146  Frank  Peanck. 

147  J.  W.  Pittman. 

148  J.J.  Paulk. 

149  Wiley  Roberson. 

150  Henry  Roberson. 

151  Joshua  Rioberson. 

152  Handy  River. 

153  American  River. 

154  James  Rogers. 

155  J.  C.  Rogers. 

156  Ned  Rgister. 

157  J.  A.  Sills. 

158  Lewis  Shellfar. 

159  Simon  Sanders. 
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160  W.  W.  Seevey.  171  J.  W.  West.  180  Jim  R.  McCardle. 

161  Jacob  Shelfer.  172  SaDborn  Walder.  181  Robt.  McCloDg. 

162  David  Sa miners.  173  David  Calln.  182  Iverson  Davis. 
.  163  John  B.  Sawyer.  174  Warren  Lair.  183  J.  Ridley. 

1^  Jae.  H,  Smith.  175  Frank  Glover,  (Ch.  &    184  J.  B.  Anderson. 

165  Henry  Tmeblood.  sworn.)  185  C.  C.  Gunn. 

166  8,  Taylor.  176  Jas.  W.  Daniels.  186  J.  H.  Stephens. 

167  J.  R.  Whilehurst.  177  John  Webb.  187  J.  R.  Mazeley. 

168  Jasse  White.  178  JohnH.  Calloway.  188  Edward  Hays. 

169  Jis  Blrellin,  jr.  179  George  Brown.  189  W.  Vaun. 

170  Albert  West. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Connty : 

I,  J.  M.  Staley,  clerk  circnit  conrt  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  trne  and  correct  copy  of  the  poll-list^  oath  of  clerk  and  inspectors, 
as  returned  by  the  inspectors  from  Friendship  Church  precinct,  with  the  ballot-box, 
and  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  herewith  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Marianna, 
Fla.,  this  November  22,  1876. 

J.  W.  STALEY, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Jackson  County. 

COLORED  DEMOCRATS  CAMPED  OUT. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County ; 

Before  me  personally  came  J.  F.  McClellan,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  dnly 
sworo,  says  that  he  knows  James  Gaston,  who  resides  near  Campbelltou,  in  Jackson 
County,  Florida  ;  that  on  the  night  before  the  election  the  said  Gaston  said  he  had 
fully  determined  to  support  the  democratic  ticket  the  next  day  by  his  vote  and  influ- 
ence ;  that  he  then  had  sixty-three  colored  voters  camped  out  awaiting  his  return  to 
know  whether  they  should  stay  home  from  the  election  or  go  to  Campbelltou  and 
vote ;  that  they  would  vote  just  as  he  said,  and  that  he  had  inlly  determined  to  vote 
them  democratic ;  and  democratic  tickets  were  then  given  him  in  my  presence  to  the 
extent  of  two  hundred,  and  he  promised  that  he  would  have  them,  or  a  large  number 
of  them,  voted.  Since  the  election  he  has  told  me  that  he  did  distribute  them  among 
colored  voters  at  Campbelltou.  This  was  about  two  miles  from  Jerusalem  Church, 
in  Jackson  County,  that  I  had  this  conversation  with  Gaston.  Gaston  and  his  colored 
friends,  being  in  the  Campbelltou  precinct,  were  dissatisfied  with  the  republican 
party,  because  Gaston  had  not  received  the  nomination  for  the  legislature,  either  sen- 
ator or  aseemblv.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  reputation  of  Morton  McKav,  in  the 
neighborhood  where  he  lives,  for  truth  and  veracity ;  it  is  bad,  and,  from  that  char- 
acter, I  would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath. 

I  am  acquainted  with  many  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirteen  persons  who  signed  the 
affidavits  with  James  Gaston,  or  who  appeared  to  have  signed  said  affidavits,  and  know 
they  cannot  write  their  names,  although  they  purport  to  have  signed  these  affidavits. 

J.  F.  McCLELLAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  Dec.  2, 1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

A  FAIR  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  Connty : 

Before  me  personally  came  J.  W.  Calloway,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was 
an  inspector  of  the  election  at  Campbelltou  precinct,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of 
Florida,  held  November  7, 1876 ;  that  the  ballots  voted  there  were  counted  before  they 
were  canvassed  and  compared  with  the  poll-list  or  roll  and  found  to  correspond  there- 
with ;  that  the  election  was  held  in  a  room  selected  for  the  purpose  by  the  inspectors ; 
that  when  they  adjourned  for  dinner  the  ballot-box  was  left  in  the  room  where  it  was 
when  the  voting  was  going  on,  left  upon  the  table  the  clerk  wrote  upon,  with  the 
register-book  and  poll-book  upon  it,  locked,  and  the  key  left  in  possession  of  John 
Speight,  an  inspector.  This  room  bad  two  doors  to  it,  one  of  them  barred  upon  inside; 
an  windows  closed  and  fastened.  The  key  to  the  other  door  was  in  his  possession, 
although  he  offered  it  to  A.  Purdee,  the  other  inspector,  who  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
box.  That  he  has  no  knowledge  of  any  one  being  in  the  room  when  they  left  it  or 
while  they  were  absent^  or  of  any  one  touching  the  dox,  for  upon  their  return  the  box 
was  found  as  they  left  it.  That  no  charge,  insinuation,  or  reference  was  made  by  Louis 
Godwin,  John  Speight,  A.  Purdee,  or  any  one  else,  that  the  box  had  been^tampered  or 
13  FLA 
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molested  in  any  way.  Morton  McKay  and  Cnimp  Baie  were  npoo  the  Kround,  but 
neither  of  them  ever  spoke  a  word  about  the  ballot-box  or  anything  conaected  there- 
with. The  inspectors  and  clerk,  upon  returning  from  dinner,  entered  the  room  together 
and  the  box  was  just  as  lefk^. 

I  am  sure,  very  certain,  that  no  one  was  left  in  the  room  or  house  when  the  ballot- 
box  was  left  at  the  dinner  hour,  and  that  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  room  being  en- 
tered by  any  one  while  at  dinner,  and  that  be  does  not  believe  that  the  box  was  tam- 
pered with  at  auy  time  by  ballots  being  taken  out  and  others  put  in.  That  when  tha 
ballots  were  counted  from  the  box,  they  came  out  pretty  well  mixed  as  to  politics. 
That  he  knows  and  believes  that  many  colored  men  voted  the  democratic  ticket  there 
that  day,  some  of  them  outspoken  about  it  and  others  quietly.  That  after  dinner  tbe 
white  and  colored  electors  were  mixed  up  as  mucb  as  before  dinner,  except  the  firet 
and  third  hours'  voting,  which  was  more  fully  white,  as  the  whites  was  the  more  nnm- 
erous.  That  l^e  has  no  idea  that  any  other  than  the  votes  as  canvassed  was  cast.  Then 
there  was  upon  the  tickf^ts  for  assemblymen  several  scratched  ballots,  and  I  saw  nothing 
in  the  way  the  ballots  came  out  of  the  box  to  awaken  suspicion  that  the  ben  had  beeo 
tampered  with.  Nor  was  that  suggestion  made  by  any  one  on  the  day  of  election,  or 
since,  till  the  filing  of  the  specifications  before  the  State  canvassing- board.  That  he 
was  informed  that  colored  men  were  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  be  could  see 
that  colored  men  were  voting  democratic  ballots  as  they  were  handed  in  at  the  poll 
He  further  deposes  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  many  of  the  colored  men  who 
have  filed  or  who  it  is  claimed  have  made  afiSdavits  before  the  State  board  and  whose 
names  purport  to  be  signed  to  the  affidavits;  that  many  of  them  were  not  able  to 
write  tneir  names  and  could  not  do  other  than  make  their  mark.  He  further  says  that 
as  an  inspector  of  the  election  at  the  Campbellton  precinct,  on  November  7, 1876,  he 
knows  he  committed  no  fraud,  or  permitted  others  to  do  so  in  anything  touching  the 
ballot-box  or  ballots,  or  in  an v  manner  whatever,  but  that  he  saw  that  the  ballote  weie 
properly  received,  properly  kept,  and  properly  counted,  and  that  he  discharged  hie 
full  duty  free  from  fraud  or  intention  to  do  so,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  that  a  suigls 
charge  made  as  to  the  ballot-box  or  the  ballots  therein  being  tampered  with,  has  aay 
foundation  in  truth. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florid^ 

INTDtflDATIOM  OF  COLO&KD  PEOPLE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County: 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  State  and  county,  personally  came  £. 
J.  Williams  and  Mack  Hawkins,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  since  the  United 
States  soldiers  came  to  Marianna  last  week  it  has  been  freely  circulated  among  the 
colored  people  that  all  colored  men  in  Jackson  County  who  voted  the  deinocratic 
ticket  on  November  7, 1876,  would  be,  by  United  States  powers,  arrested  and  put  upon 
the  chain-gang  for  life ;  that  they  believe  that  many  colored  men  who  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  have  been  so  intimidated  by  this  report  that  they  would  deny  thst 
tbey  voted  a  democratic  vote. 

MACK  HAWKINS,  his  x  mark. 

E.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  before  me  November  27, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County: 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Ben- 
jamin F.  Parker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  savs  he  was  duly  appointed  and  qualified  as 
one  of  the  United  States  supervisors  for  the  Campbellton  precinct,  in  the  State  and 
county  aforesaid,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novemuer,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  said 
election  was  quiet  and  peaceable ;  no  intimidation  by  words  or  threats  came  to  my 
knowledge  by  which  the  votes  of  any  citizen  could  be  influenced ;  the  ballot-box  was 
properly  Kept  in  charge  of  the  inspectors  of  election,  and  the  law  was  fully  and  fairly 
complied  with  as  far  as  my  knowledge  is  ooncemed ;  that  I  and  Lewis  Godwin,  the 
other  supervisor,  were  present  with  the  box,  and  attended  to  the  counting  of  the  votee, 
and  they  were  fairly  and  squarely  counted,  and  returns  made  out  fairly  and  in  accord- 
ance with  law. 

B.  F.  PARKER, 
Supervisor  at  Campbellton  Precinct 
Sworn  before  me  this  November  18, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTOK 

County  Judge. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  ooantv  Judge  of  Jackson  County  and  State  aforesaid,  per- 
sonally appeared  John  R.  Shoemaker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  elected  clerk 
by  the  inspeotois  at  the  election  held  at  Campbellton  precinct  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
▼ember,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  said  election  was  properly  conducted ;  there  were  no  threats 
or  violence  need  to  influence  any  of  the  voters;  everything  passed  otf  quietly  and 
peaceably.    The  voting  was  fair  and  the  counting  was  correct  and  junt. 

J.  6.  SHOEMAKER. 


Sworn  before  me  this  November  18, 1876. 


W.  H.  MILTON 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 


OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  J.  W.  Calloway,  John  Speight,  Armstrong  Pardee,  inspectors 
of  an  election  held  at  Campbellton,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
aeventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  regis- 
tration of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,''  approved  August  6^  1868,  and  an  act 
amefidatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
fotm  the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  beforementioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

,J.  W.  CALLOWAY, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ARMSTRONG  PURDEE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

B.  F.  PARKER,  J.  P. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLBRK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Campbellton,  in  the 
county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
oar  L^rd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions,'' approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
19,  1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  beforemen- 
tioned election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit 
and  abuse  in  conductiDg  the  same. 

J.  R.  SHOEMAKER, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

BENJ.  F.  PARKER,  J.  P. 


Name$  of  percent  voting  at  CampbelltOHj  election  there  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novfrnher, 
A.  D.  1876,  pHreuani  to  the  Bec^y  of  state's  notice^  and  according  to  laWf 


1  F.  M.  E.  Sayphrett. 

2  John  Haward. 

3  H.G.D.Yawn. 

4  James  J.  Parker. 

5  F.  M.  Scyphrett. 

6  John  Shipes. 

7  N.  B.  Hargrov. 

8  J.  L.  Yichers. 

9  Jacob  Camby. 

10  Joseph  L.  Ball. 

11  J.  H.  Brookins. 

12  M.  D.  Conaid. 

13  M.  C.  Elmore. 

14  John  Dudley. 

15  Henry  Gllsson. 

16  Joseph  Register. 


17  H.J.Maier. 

18  Felix  Harden. 

19  J.W.Johnson. 

20  Samier  Brewer. 

21  Jefferson  C.  Grant. 

22  George  Hawes. 

23  Henry  Carter. 

24  Lewis  Godwin. 

25  Ben.  Myrick. 

26  Robert  Godding. 

27  Samuel  Thomas. 

28  Jim  Wynoa. 

29  John  Cotton. 

30  Plowman  McKime. 

31  Jim  Simmons. 

32  Claboru  Jones. 


33  Stephen  MeKlnns. 

34  Ned  Pittman. 

35  William  Chapman. 

36  Alex.  Bellamy. 

37  Ely  Harris. 

38  Silas  Austin. 

39  Isaac  Wymis. 

40  Henry  Barnes. 

41  KingBuett. 

42  W.  W.  Parker. 

43  J.J.Adams. 

44  W.  H.  Everett. 

45  J.  J.  Ellmore. 

46  Jesse  Dudley 

47  G.  W.  Syphrett  j 

48  Wright  Miles. 
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49  Conncil  Jarman. 

50  J.  W.  HickB. 

51  Richard  Samer. 

52  Je£fenon  Commander. 

53  A.  T.  Leveat. 

54  Silas  Marphy. 

55  John  Miller. 

50  WUliam  Bradly. 

57  Moses  Christmas. 

58  Richard  Milton. 

59  Phillip  Forehand. 
61  King  White. 

02  Frank  Tate. 

63  William  Noah. 

64  N.E.Bell. 

*)6  E.  H.  Hardricks. 

66  James  Bmmer. 

67  Aaron  Dudley. 

68  W.J.Adams. 

69  Calson  Adams. 

70  Henry  Davis. 

71  J.  J.  Stinson. 

72  J.  8.  W.  Connelly. 

73  B.  A.  Hinson. 

74  Joseph  White. 

75  R.  A.  Street. 

76  J.  M.  Adams. 

77  J.  H.  White. 

78  Thomas  Couchfield. 

79  J.  T.  Frankton. 

80  J.  M.  Revelly. 

81  George  Ball. 

82  John  Couchtield. 

83  S.Davis. 

84  W.  A.  Cook. 

85  Miles  St.  R.  Yark. 

86  G.B.J. Yawn. 

87  W.B.Barkley. 

88  C.R.Jones. 

89  Martin  Cawthor. 

90  Moses  Waddell. 

91  Esop  Wynns. 

92  Elbert  Danniel. 

93  Wade  Curry. 

94  Tom  Smith. 

95  Collins  Robinson. 

96  Edmon  Hill. 

97  B.  F.  Fairoloth. 

98  Frank  Wynns. 

99  Henderson  Wynns. 

100  Anthony  Thomas. 

101  Maiton  McKoy. 

102  Clem  Register. 

103  Jim  Gillis. 

104  J.  B.  Hinson. 

105  C.J.Whiteherst. 
106 

107  T.  D.  Marrett. 

108  A.  B.  Taylor. 

109  Y.  R.  Folsom. 

110  J.T.Whitaker. 

111  A.F.Brantley. 

112  Jerry  M.Christmas. 

113  Thomas  Bnie. 

114  Frank  Sorcy. 

115  Alfred  Curry. 

116  Isaac  Curry. 

117  Justin  David. 

118  George  Kirkland. 

119  Dimpsey  Snelling. 


120  Reuben  McMath. 

121  William  Billamy. 

122  Sam  Aplin. 

123  Edward  Wynn. 

124  Wade  Curry. 

125  Stephen  Smith. 

126  George  Brown. 

127  Henry  Cotton. 

128  Talton  McKinne. 

129  Mike  Barkley. 

130  George  Wtsley. 

131  Joseph  Watford. 

132  Ben.  Watson. 

133  Milledge  Anderson. 

134  Robert  Ashley. 

135  A.  L.  Barkley. 

136  Sim  Borann. 

137  Milnis  Brett. 

138  Meke  Brantley. 

139  W.R.  Hodges. 

140  James  Braxton. 

141  G.  B.  L.  Bush. 

142  John  Hinson. 

143  Angnster  Cartledge. 

144  Michel  Daniel. 

145  Malcom  Dudley. 

146  O.  H.  P.  Driggers. 

147  John  Dnrder. 

148  G.  H.  Dekle. 

149  Daniel  Fountain. 

150  J.  Hancock. 

151  Rnssele  Justice. 

152  Albert  Kerdhair. 

153  O.  P.  Long. 

154  James  Major. 

155  Peter  Maloy. 

156  J.  B.  May. 

157  George  W.  Madd. 
I.i8  Jim  Ming. 

159  Harry  Milton. 

160  Peter  Munroe. 

161  Frank  Linsey. 

162  William  Hodge. 

163  Alfred  Williams. 

164  Ellio  Godsin. 

165  Henry  Pettiman. 

166  William  Brown. 

167  Jim  Key. 

168  Harry  MoKinne. 

169  Simpson  Brown. 

170  Moses  Roberts. 

171  Henry  Clay  Hall. 

172  Henry  Chamber. 

173  William  Sampson. 

174  AbnerMyriok. 

173  Tom  Hall. 

174  Ed.  Braxton. 

175  James  Davis. 

176  William  Danniel. 

177  James  Colton. 

178  Nelson  Watford. 

179  Levi  Smith. 

180  J.  W.  Hart. 

181  William  Kinkland. 

182  Ed.  Register. 

183  John  James. 

184  W.  H.  Late. 

185  Isaac  Eason. 

186  Zom  Smith. 

187  S.  Danviel 


188  G.W.Phillips. 

189  James  Bailey. 

190  J.  K.  Cooper. 

191  Abraham  Yearta- 

192  W.  W.  Brown. 

193  D.  M.  Harden. 

194  E.F.Lee. 

195  Alfred  Cooley. 

196  CuUen  CarL 

197  F.M.Tye. 

198  E.  Register. 

199  Theodore  HoUiday. 

200  R.  B.  Bellamy. 

201  C.H.Rhanu. 

202  W.J.Austin. 

203  M.  B.  Hart. 

204  James  A.  Bine. 

205  J.  H.  McKinn. 

206  Austin  McFaller. 

207  W.  H.  Taylor. 

208  Aaron  Wise.    • 

209  C.  H.  Hatohel. 

210  E.  C.  DamieL 

211  A.  B.  Hamilton. 

212  Moses  Christmas. 

213  N.G.Sutton. 

214  H.  E.  Davis. 

215  J.  D.  Brantley. 

216  D.  C.  Bnel. 

217  C.  A.  Hawkins. 

218  John  Evains. 

219  J.  E.  Davis. 

220  B.  F.  Parker. 

221  J.  P.  Knight. 

222  Jim  McKinne. 

223  Nathan  Hazzard, 

224  W.  J.  Register. 

225  Stephen  Silas. 

226  Wifiis  Waddell. 

227  Tony  Olive. 

228  Walker  Godwin. 

229  Harry  Hamilton. 

230  Amos  Register. 

231  Spewer  Brown. 

232  David  Wynn. 

233  Jackson  Slatlandr 

234  Jack  Buel. 

235  D.  G.  Brnnn. 

236  Harry  Jones. 

237  Jacob  Wynn. 

238  Ben  Daniel. 

239  Bob  Johnson. 

240  Billie  Williams. 

241  Squire  Everette. 

242  William  Watford. 

243  Robt  Gray. 

244  Wesley  Jackson. 

245  Josiah  Austin. 

246  Grilford  Pelt. 

247  Hill  WaddeU. 

248  Alford  Myrick. 

249  Maywood  Ward. 

250  Thomas  Hall. 

251  William  Thompaoo. 

252  Wesley  Ward. 

253  Fred  Thomas. 

254  Phillip  Cotton. 

255  Author  Smith. 

256  Abnox  Knox. 

257  Rent  Cain. 
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^258  Henry  Koox. 
^9  Joshua  Yonng; 

260  FraDklio  Hoover. 

261  8ioii  Moriss. 

^2  JohD  F.  MoEMo. 
9^3  Robert  Morrisa. 
264.  John  Moriss. 
2^  Wm.  Morgan. 

266  Henry  Miles. 

267  George  Ming. 

268  Taylor  Moore. 
5^9  Boston  Mathews. 

270  Richard  Maddox. 

271  J.  T.  Mann. 

272  Jackson  Martin. 

273  Renbin  Nix. 

274  David  Neel. 

275  George  Newton. 

276  W.  J.  Parkins. 

277  Isaac  Otes. 

278  Griffin  Owans. 

279  Lawrence  Oatter. 

280  Henry  Fleming. 
231  Erwin  Roberts. 

282  Isaac  Fleming. 

283  Charles  Walkip. 

284  Griffin  Mynett. 

285  George  McKinne. 

286  William  Wynns. 

287  John  Thomas. 

288  William  Long. 

289  Edward  Thomas. 

290  George  Lee. 

291  Tom  McBain. 


292  Hampshire  Wynn. 

293  T.E.Clarke. 

294  J.  M.  Wicker. 

295  G.J.Robinson. 

296  R.  J.  Barnes. 

297  J.N.WiUiams. 

298  Walter  Robinson. 

299  D.S.Ganff. 

300  R.  H.  Calaway. 

301  John  A.Daniel. 

302  M.C.Terver. 

303  W.  J.  Daniel. 

304  B.  F.  Barnes. 

305  C.  L.  Tanner. 

306  E.N.Dekle. 

307  J.  W.  Carter. 
.308  R.C..Knight. 

309  D.  Watford. 

310  John  Clarke. 

311  G.  M.  Grace. 

312  Noah  Grace. 

313  H.  B.  Grace. 

314  T.  J.  Dain. 

315  W.D.Williams. 

316  W.  A.  Hatcher. 

317  Alex.  Christmas. 

318  W.A.EUmore. 

319  W.  F.  Forehand. 

320  J.W.Myers. 

321  J.  8.  Beard. 

322  J.C.Collin. 

323  P.O.Dokle. 

324  WUlaby  Miles. 

325  Daniel  Register. 


326  Charles  Newsome. 

327  T.J.Parker. 

328  Joe  B.  Lookey. 

329  A.L.MerriU. 

330  Josiah  Morton. 

331  George  W.  Howard. 

332  Charles  Brett. 
334  Charles  Cotton. 
3.35  Tony  Young. 

336  George  Pitt. 

337  Nick  Homes. 
3.38  Lewin  Duncan.' 

339  R. F.Davis. 

340  E.N.Cooper. 

341  W.E.Carnley. 

342  Stephen  Penington. 

343  E.  J.  Barkley. 

344  B.  G.  Cambley. 

345  J.  Miller. 

346  Peter  Ward. 

351  John  Daniel. 

352  Henry  Olds. 

353  Joseph  Hamilton. 

354  Joe  Richardson. 

355  Crump  Buie. 

356  George  Adams. 

357  Jack  Blunt. 

358  J.  Simon  Chambers. 

359  James  Gaston. 

360  Green  Chambers. 

361  J.W.Calloway. 

362  J.  R.  Thomoker. 

363  Armstrong  Pnrdy. 

364  John  Speight. 


LETTER  FROM  GOVERNOR  STEARNS. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  December  2,  1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  an  affidavit  of  B.  F.  Parker  and  other 
citizens  of  Jackson  County,  in  this  State,  submitted  to  the  State  canvassing-board  now 
in  session  in  this  city,  canvassing  the  vote  for  presidential  electors,  the  recent  presence 
•f  a  detachment  of  your  command  in  that  county  is  termed  an  invasion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  colored  voters  to  make  affidavits  through  your  armed  soldiers. 

In  view  of  this  charge  I  have  to  request  that  you  willallow  to  be  submitted  to  the 
canvassing-board  a  statement  from  the  proper  source  showing  the  orders  under  which 
the  detachment  acted  while  in  the  county,  and  what  its  action  was  in  regard  to  the 
subject  attended. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  8TEARNS, 

Governor. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Branxan, 

r.  S.  A,,  Commanding  Postf  Tallahassee. 

colored   democratic   VOTKR8. 


State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  James  P.  Coker,  who,  being  duly  sworu,  says  :  That  on  the  night 
of  November  6,  1876,  he  delivered  several  hundred  democratic  tickets  to  James  Gaston, 
a  colored  man,  who  said  he  was  going  to  Campbellton  the  next  day  to  the  election ; 
that  he  had  sixty-three  colored  men  who  would  vote  with  him  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  that  he  would  use  said  tickets  in  that  way ;  that  he  the  next  day  saw  the  said 
GastOD  at  Campbellton ;  that  since  said  election  said  Gaston  has  told  me  that  he  had 
distributed  the  democratic  tickets  I  gave  him,  and  that  they  were  voted  at  Campbell- 
ton by  his  colored  friends,  and  that  I  should  not  have  told  his  colored  republican 
friends  what  he  had  done ;  that  they  were  down  upon  him ;  that  he  knows  Martin 
McKay  and  Brump  Buie,  and  from  what  their  neighbors  say  about  them  for  truth  and 
"veracity,  and  from  that  he  would  not  believe  them  upon  their  oaths. 

JAMES  P.  COKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

[seal.]  GEO.  LEWIS,  Notary  Public. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  CouDty : 

Before  me,  a  Jostice  of  the  i>eace  in  and  for  said  county,  pereonallv  came  Simp^B 
Brown,  who,  being  sworn,  says :  That  he  is  a  person  of  color,  and  that  he  was  at  Camp- 
bellton  precinct  on  the  day  of  the  recent  election  in  this  ooanty  and  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket ;  and  that  he  distributed  tickets  among  the  colored  people  there ;  thst 
many  of  them  voted  that  ticket,  and  most  of  them  preferred  that  it  should  not  be 
known  that  they  did  vote  that  ticket ;  that  they  were  afraid  of  their  own  color.  And 
he  is  satisfied  that  a  large  portion  of  them  wonld  not  acknowledge  under  any  circum- 
stances that  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

SIMPSON  BROWN. 

L.  ROBINSON. 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th,  A.  D.  1876. 

[8KAL.]  W.  L.  ROBINSON. 


COLORED  DEMOCRATS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  H.  MoKinne,  a  citizen  of  Jackson  County.  Flor* 
ida.  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  at  Campbell  ton  precinct  on  the  7  th  day 
of  x^ovember,  1876,  at  the  election  held  at  said  place ;  that  Henry  Olds,  one  of  the 
persons  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Lewis  Gk^wm  as  having  voted  the  repabheaii 
ticket,  voted  the  entire  democratic  ticket ;  that  said  Henry  Olds  handed  his  ticket 
to  this  deponent  to  examine,  and  afterwards  handed  the  same  very  identical  ballot  to 
the  inspector.  Anthony  Purdee,  who  I  saw  put  it  in  the  box ;  that  there  were  a  large 
number  of  colored  voters  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  said  precinct ;  that  Jodm 
Gaston,  who  made  affidavit  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  told  this  affiant  on  tbe 
day  of  election  at  Campbellton,  that  he  had  voted  by  his  influence  a  large  number  of 
colored  men  the  democratic  ticket ;  he  further  told  this  deponent  on  Thursday  of 
this  week,  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  that  a  large  number  of  colored  men  at  Camp- 
bellton voted  the  demo<»ratio  ticket. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Plowman  McKione, 
Talton  McKinne,  Stephen  McKinne,  King  Britt,  Cephns  Silas,  Dempeey  Snelliog, 
Joshua  Young,  and  Robert  Qoodin^,  who  it  is  clairaea  made  an  affidavit  that  tb^ 
voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  it  appears  that  they  signed  their  names  to  tbe 
same ;  that  neither  of  the  above-mentioned  persons  can  r^d  or  write,  and  could  Dot 
read  the  ticket  they  did  or  it  is  claimed  they  voted. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Martin  McKay  aod 
Clump  Buie :  that  he  knows  their  general  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  in  tbe 
neighborhooa  in  which  they  live ;  that  said  reputation  is  bad,  and  that  from  tbat 
general  reputation  he  would  not  believe  either  of  them  on  oath. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  he  saw  tbe  canvass  of  the  vote  at  Campbellton ; 
after  the  polls  had  closed  the  box  was  opened  in  presence  of  all  the  inspectors.  J.  W. 
Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors,  proceeded  to  take  all  the  ballots  out  of  the  box  one 
by  one  and  handed  them  to  B.  F.  Parker  and  Lewis  Goodwin,  and  called  democrat  or 
republican,  as  the  case  may  be ;  that  the  count  was  made  by  Armstrong  Purdee,  io- 
spector,  and  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  clerk ;  the  split  tickets  or  scratched  tickets  were  laid 
aside  until  the  whole  tickets  were  counted  ;  then  the  board  proceeded  to  add  all  to- 
gether and  compare  it  with  the  poll-list,  which  was  found  all  correct.  The  cauTa* 
then  proceeded  till  the  result  was  ascertained,  which  was  done  fairly  and  correctly 
without  any  recess  or  adjournment. 

This  affiant  further  states  that  he  had  a  'conversation  with  Armstrong  Purdee  and 
John  Speight,  inspectors,  and  Lewis  Goodwin,  supervisor,  immediately  after  tbe  can- 
vass in  Campbellton,  each  of  whom  said  that  it  was  one  of  the  fairest  elections  tbey 
ever  attendeil,  and  that  they  were  beat  by  their  own  color  voting  the  democratic  ticket. 

J.  H.  McKINNEY. 

Sworn  to  and  ^ub8c^ibed  before  me  this  2d  dav  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  "  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  FlonHa. 

ALTKKNATE  VOTING. 

State  of  Florida,  County  «f  Leon,88: 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  *Pj;f^ 
James  Gaston,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  be  was  a  deputy  UnitM 
States  marshal,  and  served  in  his  official  capacity  as  such  at  precint  No.  3,  Campbell- 
ton, in  Jackson  County  and  State  aforesaid,  during  the  election  held  November?,  1876: 
that  the  polls  at  said  precinct  opened  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning;  that  by 
an  arrangement  made  by  the  board  of  inspectors,  the  white  men  voted  one  boor  und 
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then  the  colored  men  Yoted  one  bonr,  and  they  oontinned  thas  votings  taking  turns 
about,  of  one  hour  each  nntU  one  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon,  when  the  b^mrd  of  inspect- 
ors  adjourned  for  dinner,  at  which  time  the  white  men  had  voted  three  honrs  and  the 
colored  men  two  honrs. 

Deponent  forther  says  afber  dinner  the  colored  men  commenced  to  Yot«,  and  he  com- 
menced to  count  and  continued  to  count  them  nntil  the  polls  closed,  and  he  counted 
seventy-six  colored  men,  all  of  whom  are  known  to  deponent  as  being  republicans, 
and  that  they  then  and  there  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Deponent  further  says  that  after  dinner  the  white  men  and  colored  men  did  not 
take  tnms  about  in  voting  by  the  hour  for  the  reason  that  all  the  white  men  present 
at  the  polls,  with  the  exception  of  four  or  five,  had  voted  before  dinner. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  is  well  and  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  the 
colored  men  who  are  democrats  and  voted  the  democratic  ticset  at  the  election  held 
at  said  precinct  on  said  day,  and  they  do  not  exceed  eighteen  in  number,  and  that 
they  all  voted  in  the  morning  prior  to  the  adjournment  for  dinner. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  is  thirty-seven  years  of  age ;  that  he  has  resided  in 
the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid  during  the  last  nineteen  years,  and  for  the 
last  past  thirteen  years  he  has  resided  three  miles  south  of  Campbellton,  where  the 
said  election  was  held  concerning  which  he  hereby  testifies. 

And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JAMES  GASTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  roe  this  30th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Armstrong  Purdee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  present  at  the  room  when  the 
inspectors  adjourned  for  dinner ;  that  the  key  of  the  ballot-box  was  delivered  to  John 
Speight,  one  of  the  inspectors,  who  is  a  republican,  the  ballot-box  was  placed  in  a 
room  ;  that  the  doors  to  the  same  were  bolted  and  barred  from  the  inside  of  the  same, 
so  no  one  could  enter  except  by  one  door  when  we  adjoui'ned  for  dinner.  This  one 
door  was  bolted  by  Mr.  Joseph  Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors,  abd  he  carried  the  key 
with  him.  I  remained  at  the  adjournment  near  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was.  I 
staid  there  to  see  that  said  box  was  not  interfered  with,  and  am  satisfied  no  one  ap- 
proached it  during  said  adjournment.  Before  the  voting  commenced  in  the  morning 
the  box  was  publicly  opened  and  exhibited,  to  show  that  there  was  nothing  in  it.  When 
the  other  inspectors  returned  from  dinner  we  found  the  ballot-box  just  where  it  was  left, 
and  had  no  appearance  of  being  interfered  with.  I  remained  all  the  time  during  recess 
near  the  door  where  the  ballot-box  was  left. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Sworn  before  me  November  25, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 

PEACEABLE  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County, Ss: 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  county  of  Jackson,  personally  appeared 
Hill  Waddell,  who  is  a  republican,  and  was  duly  appointed  depntv  United  States  mar- 
shal at  the  precinct  at  Campbellton,  in  said  county  and  State,  and  I  attended  said  pre- 
cinct as  said  marshal  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  was  present  from 
half  past  eight  a.  m.  until  the  election  closed  and  votes  counted ;  that  said  election 
was  conducted  in  a  peaceable  manner ;  there  was  no  intimidation,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, by  word,  gesture,  or  otherwise ;  there  was  no  fraud  or  irregularity  in  the  man- 
ner said  election  was  conducted ;  there  were  two  United  States  supervisors  present  at 
and  aronnd  the  polls ;  I  saw  the  count  made,  and  it  was  fair  and  regular :  it  was  the 
most  peaceable  election  had  in  Campbellton  precinct  since  1865 ;  I  have  been  deputy 
marshal  (United  States)  at  every  election  since  1865. 

HILL  WADDELL,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  Jackson  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  William  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  county  and  State,  personally 
eame  Armstrong  Purdee,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  for  Jackson  County  one  of  the'  inspectors  of  election  for  the  Campbell- 
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ton  precinct  in^said  connty,  at  the  election  held  on  the 7th  of  this  month;  that  ha 
served  as  snch  inspector  at  said  election ;  that  he  was  present  dnrin^  the  whole  day ; 
that  the  election  was  peaceable  and  qniet,  and  without  any  intimidation,  threat,  ot 
Tiolenoe  of  any  character  whatever ;  that  the  election  and  count  was  fair,  and  that  no 
man  was  prevented  from  voting  as  he  pleased,  and  that  deponent  was  a  r^nbUcsD 
voter  at  said  precinct. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Swom'to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  I6th  day  of  November.  1876. 

WM.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 

A    BAD   KKPUTATIOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Leou  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  Benjamin  F.  Parker,  John  H.  McKinne,  and  J.  W.  Callowtj, 
^ho,  being  each  severally  sworn,  do  each  severally  say  that  they  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  general  reputation  of  Martin  McKay  aud  Crump  Buie,  in  the  neighborhood 
where  they  live,  for  truth  and  veracity,  aud  it  is  very  bad,  and  from  that  general  repa- 
tation  I  would  not  believe  either  of  tbem  upon  their  oath.  The  character  of  both  of 
them  fur  honesty  is  bad,  especially  Martin  McKay.  Depouents  further  say  that  very 
few  of  the  colored  persous  whose  affidavits  are  filed  as  to  their  voting  the  republican 
ticket  at  Campbelltou  on  November  7,  1876,  can  either  write  or  read  print ;  that  many 
whose  names  purport  to  be  signed  to  said  affidavits  cannot  write  or  read  either  priat 
or  manuscript. 

B.  F.  PARKER. 

J.  H.  McKINNE. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  the  20th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  SUte  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H,  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  State  aud  county,  came  Armstrong  Par* 
dee,  who,  beingduly  sworn,  says :  That,  as  inspector  of  the  election  at  Campbellton  pre- 
cinct on  November  7,  l87o,  I  know  that  many  of  the  colored  voters  at  said  precinct 
voted  the  deroocratio  ballot,  according  to  the  outside  appearance  of  the  ballot  they 
voted ;  I  think  as  many  as  thirty-five  or  forty  did  this.  Then  Henderson  Wynns. 
Desop  Wynns,  Alfred  Williams,  Benjamin  Daniels,  James  McKinnie,  George  dams  voted 
a  split  ticket  Bill  Long,  Charley  Mathew,  and  Bill  Wynns  I  can  name  who  cast  th« 
democratic  ballot  by  the  outside  appearance.  The  democratic  ballot  used  at  said  pre- 
cinct was  a  much  shorter  and  smaller  ballot  than  the  republican  ballot  u.sed  there,  and 
it  was  easy  to  tell  them  and  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other  by  the  outside  appear- 
ance. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  25, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 
Judge  of  Jacksou  Coouty. 

THE  BALLOT-BOX  AT  NOOX. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally 
appeared  Armstrong  Purdee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  aud  says  that  he  is  a  duly- 
qualified  elector  ot  the  county  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  is years  old; 

that  he  resides  about  one  mile  from  Marianna;  that  he  was  appointed,  qualified,  and 
served  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  general  election  held  in  said  county,  at  precinct 
No.  3,  Campbelltown,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876 ;  and  this  deponent  further 
says  that  tne  board  of  inspectors  at  the  said  precinct  was  composed  of  J.  W.  Callo- 
way, John  Speight,  and  this  deponent ;  that  one  J.  R.  Shoemaker  qualified  and  acted 
as  clerk  of  the  said  election  ;  and  this  deponent  further  says  that  between  the  boors 
of  twelve  and  one  o'clock  the  board  of  inspectors  adjourned  for  dinner,  and  conveyed 
the  ballot-box  from  the  room  in  which  the  election  was  held,  and  deposited  and  left  it 
in  an  adioining  building,  used  as  a  store  for  the  sale  of  merchandise,  and  kept  by  a 
X>erson  whose  name  is  uuknown  to  this  deponent ;  that  the  front  door  of  said  store 
was  barred,  and  the  inspectors  passed  out  of  the  back  door  and  locked  it,  leaving  the 
box  inside  ;  this  depoueut  further  says  tbat  he  did  not  see  any  person  in  the  store  at 
the  time  the  ballot-box  was  d«»po8ited  there;  this  deponent  further  says  that  he 
objected  to  taking  the  box  into  the  store  aud  out  of  the  sight  of  the  voters,  when  Mr. 
Calloway,  one  of  the  inspectors,  said  to  depoueut,  *'  It  is  all  right." 
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Tbis  deponent  further  says  that  the  adjournment  for  dinner  occupied  about  half  an 
lionr;  that  while  the  other  inspectors  were  at  dinner  at  a  place  about  thirty  or  forty 
yards  from  the  store  aforesaid,  he,  the  deponent,  remained,  without  taking  dinner,  at  a 
distance  of  about  twenty  yards  from  the  back  part  of  the  store.  This  disponent  fur- 
ther says  that  although  he  did  not  see  any  other  person  in  said  store  when  the  board 
of  inspectors  left  it,  he  cannot  swear  that  there  was  no  person  in  said  store.  This 
deponent  further  says  that  he  resides  about  eighteen  miles  from  the  store  aforesaid, 
and  is  not  familiar  with  the  said  store  or  the  surroundings  thereof.  This  deponent 
further  says  that  immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  the  board  of  inspectors 
commenced  to  canvass  the  votes  without  first  counting  the  ballots  and  comparing  the 
number  with  the  number  of  names  appearing  on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk.  This 
deponent  further  says  that  during  the  canvass  Mr.  Callaway,  one  of  the  inspectors, 
took  each  ticket  from  the  box,  and  the  count  was  made  by  announcing  whether  it  was 
a  republican  ticket  or  a  democratic  ticket,  deponent  at  the  same  time  keeping  tally  as 
the  tickets  were  thus  announced  as  aforesaid.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he 
was  sitting  at  the  table  in  such  a  position  that  he  did  not  see  the  face  of  the  tickets  as 
they  were  announced  as  aforesaid.  This  deponent  further  says  that  after  the  canvass 
Lad  been  completed,  be  suggested  that  the  ballots  be  returned  to  the  county  clerk's 
office;  whereupon  Mr.  Callaway,  the  inspector  aforesaid,  remarked  that  that  was  not 
necessary,  and  the  ballots  were  left  in  a  box  in  the  room  where  the  election  was  held. 
This  deponent  further  says  that  during  the  past  two  weeks,  aud  since  the  election,  he 
was  approached  by  W.  D.  Barnes,  of  said  county,  who  requested  said  deponent  to 
sign  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  the  late  election  at  precinct  No.  3,  Cauipbellton, 
was  fair  so  far  as  deponent  knew.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  signed  an  affidavit 
to  the  effect  aforesaid ;  that  at  the  time  he  signed  said  affidavit  deponent  had  for- 
gotten that  the  ballot-box  was  out  of  sight  of  the  voters  aud  out  of  possession  of  the 
board  of  inspectors  during  the  half  hour  of  adjournment  for  dinner  as  aforeaaid,  during 
which  time  the  ballot-box  aud  ballots  might  have  been  tampered  with  without  the 
knowledge  of  deponent;  and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

ARMSTRONG  PURDEE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

OBtlECTIOXS — FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH  PRECINCT. 

The  pretended  election  at  Friendship  Church,  precint  No.  11,  Jackson  County,  Florida, 
held  November  7, 1876,  for  Representative  in  Congress,  presidential  electors,  and  State 
and  county  officers,  and  the  returns  thereof,  are  contested  and  objected  to  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  to  wit : 

1.  Because  of  the  palpable  fraudulent  intent  and  conduct  of  the  democratic  officers, 
being  the  m^ority,  in  charge  of  the  election  at  said  precinct ;  that  is  to  say,  one  of  them, 
Stevens,  an  inspector,  by  menancing  orders,  drove  Henry  Long,  the  only  republican 
supervisor,  from  the  election-room  and  compelled  him,  until  the  close  of  the  voting,  to 
deaist  from  performance  of  his  duty;  they  also  set  the  ballot-box  in  the  room  on  a 
bench  about  eighteen  inches  from  the  floor,  and  below  the  sill  of  the  window  through 
which  the  ballots  were  being  received,  while  the  sill  of  the  window  itself  was  six  feet 
above  the  ground  where  the  voters  were  required  to  stand  when  voting,  by  which  con- 
trivance the  ballot-box  was  wholly  concealed  from  the  public  throughout  the  day,  and 
every  ballot,  when  delivered  to  a  person  perched  in  the  window  overhead,  was  lost  to 
the  voters'  view.  One  of  the  said  democratic  inspectors,  (Stevens,)  during  the  voting, 
had  and  consulted  a  list  of  names  other  than  that  of  the  proper  registry-list  of  voters, 
and  compelled  his  republican  associate  (Hays)  to  perform  his  orders  in  connection  with 
their  performance  of  duty ;  compelling  him,  among  other  things,  to  get  down  from 
the  window  at  which  he  was  receiving  ballots  and  give  place  to  one  Mosley,  a  demo- 
cratic supervisor,  who  continued  thereafter  to  receive  tickets  and  pass  them  to  Stev- 
ens; the  said  Stevens  also,  when  the  counting  began,  took  a  number  of  ballots  from 
the  box  and  put  them  in  his  vest  pocket ;  the  ballot-box,  over  the  protest  of  the  said 
republican  inspector.  Hays,  was  carried  by  Stevens  and  Moseley  to  Moseley's  residence, 
a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  precinct,  and  the  canvass  completed  there  in  a  bed- 
room. Ui>on  arrival  at  Moseley's  house  Stevens  produced  tickets  from  his  pockets  and 
canvassed  them  with  other  tickets  found  in  the  box.  The  ballots  were  not  counted 
prior  to  canvassing  them,  nor  were  they  compared  as  to  number  with  the  poll-list  by 
the  clerk ;  finally,  after  the  canvass  was  completed,  the  ballots  were  turned  out  upon 
a  bed  and  there  left.  All  which  appears  by  affidavit  of  Edmond  Hays,  one  of  the  in- 
spectors, and  the  affidavit  of  Henry  Long,  a  supervisor,  together  with  tne  affidavits  of 
Clay  Robinson  and  twelve  others ;  the  affidavits  of  W.  T.  Henderson  and  W.  E.  Cooper, 
the  affidavit  of  Peter  Anderson  and  Henry  Trueblood,  and  the  affidavits  of  William 
Davis  and  lifty-one  others. 
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Wherefore,  it  is  charged  that  the  election  at  the  said  precinct  is  bo  tainted  with  fraud 
and  miscondnct  as  to  make  the  tme  vote  at  that  poll  impossible  of  ascertainment,  and 
the  purging  the  returns  equally  impossible. 

THE  ELECTION    AT  FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss: 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Henry  Long,  colored,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  born  in 
Jackson  County,  Florida,  is  thirty  years  of  age,  and  at  present  resides  on  Longhill 

Plantation,  on  the  United  States  road,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Greenwood, 
ackson  County,  Florida;  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  the  said  County  of  Jack- 
son aforesaid  ;  that  he  was  regularly  appointed  a  supervisor  of  elections  by  the  United 
States  court  for  precinct  No.  fl,  located  at  Friendship  Church,  Jackson  County,  afore- 
said, and  that  he  duly  Qualified  for  the  said  office  of  supervisor;  that  on  the  seventh  (7) 
day  of  November.  1876,  he  attended  the  polls  at  the  said  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendshia 
Church,  and,  in  his  official  capacity  as  supervisor  of  election,  entered  the  room  in  which 
the  polls  were  held,  and  where,  at  the  same  time,  were  assembled  John  B.  Anderson, 
Jacob  Stevens,  and  Edniond  Hays,  (colored,)  all  of  whom  were  inspectors,  and  Jack 
Moseley,  supei-visor,  and  C.  C.  Gunn,  clerk  of  the  election.  That  at  the  opening  of  the 
polls  he  (Long)  was  ordered  by  Jacob  Stevens,  inspector,  aforesaid,  to  leave  the  room ; 
the  said  Stevens  asserting  that  be  (Long)  had  no  business  there ;  that  he  (Long)  insisted 
that  he  had  a  lawfnl  right  to  be  present ;  but  fearing  from  the  manner  and  expression  of 
the  said  Stevens  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  danger  of  personal  iigury,  and  that  vio- 
lence would  be  resorted  to  if  he  remained,  he  withdrew  to  the  outside  of  the  building;. 
That  he  occupied  a  position  near  the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were  passed ; 
that  the  sill  of  the  window  was  at  least  six  feet  from  the  ground  where  the  electors 
stood;  that  the  ballots  were  handed  to  a  person  stationed  at  the  window  to  receive  them, 
after  which  the  ballots  passed  out  of  the  sight  of  the  elector,  who  was  nnable  to  tell 
whether  or  not  the  ballot  was  deposited  in  the  box ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  in  the  room 
on  a  bench  about  eighteen  inches  from  the  floor  and  below  the  sill  of  the  window,  and 
completely  out  of  sight  of  the  person  voting.  That  for  about  the  space  of  one  honr  after 
the  polls  were  opened  Edmond  Hays,  inspector  aforesaid,  stood  at  the  window  and  took 
the  ballots  as  they  were  passed  up  and  banded  the  same  to  Jacob  Stevens,  inspector,  to 
be  deposited  in  the  box ;  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  mentioned,  by  some  arrange- 
ment unknown  to  the  deponent,  Edmond  Hays,  inspector,  was  relieved  from  the  dnty  of 
takinfc  the  ballots  from  the  hands  of  the  electors,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  registry- 
list  with  John  B.  Anderson,  inspector  aforesaid,  and  that  Jack  Moseley,  supervisor, 
was  substituted  in  his  stead ;  that  the  said  Moseley  thereafter  climbed  up  and  sat  in  the 
window  through  which  the  ballots  were  passed,  took  the  ballot  from  the  hands  of  the 
electors  and  passed  them  in  the  direction  of  the  said  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid  and  oot 
of  sight  of  the  elector ;  that  the  said  Jack  Moseley  continued  to  receive  the  ballots,  as 
before  described,  until  near  the  closing  of  the  pulls,  which  occurred  shortly  after  six 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  that  immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  the  deponent 
went  into  tbe  room  where  the  ballot-box  was  located,  and  very  soon  thereafter  sa^ 
the  said  box  opened  by  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid,  who  began  taking  the  ballots  ont  of 
the  box,  some  of  which  he  put  into  his  vest  pocket ;  that  after  a  number  of  ballots  bad 
been  taken  from  the  box  it  was  decided  to  take  the  ballot-box  to  the  residence  of 
Jack  Moseley  aforesaid,  located  about  a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  place  designated 
by  the  proper  authorities  as  polling-place,  or  precinct  No.  II,  at  Friendship  Cbnrch, 
where  the  ballots  were  received,  and  there  complete  the  canvass. 

That  thereupon  the  ballot-box  was  locked  and  conveyed  to  the  said  residence  of  the 
said  Jack  Moseley,  aforesaid;  that  upon  arrival  at  the  said  Mosi^ley's  residence,  the 
said  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid  drew  from  his  vest-pocket  four  ballots,  three  of  which 
were  democratic  ballots,  and  the  other  a  republican  ballot,  and  remarking  to  the  de- 
ponent that  they  were  the  ballots  that  he  had  taken  from  the  ballot-box  before  leav- 
ing the  polling-place  at  Friendship  Church,  proceeded  to  canvass  the  said  four  ballots, 
and  did  actually  canvass  them  with  the  other  ballots  found  in  the  box.  And  this  de- 
ponent further  says  that  the  ballots  deposited  at  precinct,  or  polling- place  No.  11,  at 
Friendship  Church,  at  the  election  held  November  7,  1876,  were  not  counted  by  the 
inspectors  prior  to  canvassing  the  votes,  but  that  the  inpectors  proceeded  to  canvass 
the  vote  without  first  having  first  counted  the  ballots  and  comparing  the  number  with 
the  number  of  names  that  appeared  on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk  ;  that  after  the 
canvass  had  been  completed,  the  ballots  were  thrown  upon  a  bed  in  the  residence  of 
the  said  Jack  Moseley  aforesaid,  where  they  remained  at  the  time  this  deponent  left 
the  premises ;  and  this  deponent  further  says  that  during  the  election,  from  the 
time  the  polls  were  opened  until  they  closed,  the  ballot-box  was  kept  out  of  view  of 
the  voters ;  that  at  no  time,  from  the  opening  of  the  polls  until  the  closing  of  the  same, 
was  the  ballot-box  in  a  position  to  be  seen  by  the  voters.  And  this  deponent  further 
says  that  the  canvass  of  the  votes  polled  at  the  said  polling-place  No.  11,  at  Friend- 
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•hip  Chnrch^  at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876,  wm  made  io  a  private  room  at  the 
remdenoe  of  the  said  Jack  Moeeley  aforesaid ;  that  the  room  was  closed,  and  that  no 
persons  bnt  the  inspectors,  the  supervisors,  and  the  clerk  of  the  election  were  present 
or  permitted  to  be  present  during  the  time  occupied  in  the  canvassing  the  said  votee> 
aforesaid.    And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

HENRY  LONG. 
Sworn  and  sabscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

HEIGHT  OF  WINDOW. 

state  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  State  of  Florida,  personsUy  appeared 
W.  T.  Henderson  and  W.  C.  Cooper,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says- 
that  on  the  26th  day  of  November,  1876,  they  proceeded  to  Friendship  Church,  in  the 
said  county  of  Jackson,  where  the  election  was  held  at  precinct  No.  11,  on  the  7th  day 
of  November,  1876,  and  measured  the  distance  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  sill  of 
the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were  received  at  the  said  election,  and  found,, 
by  actual  measurement  that  the  distance  was  6  feet  precisely.  And  farther  the  depo- 
nents saith  not. 

WM.  T.  HENDERSON. 

W.  C.  COOPER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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I^Ute  of  Florida,  Jackson  Connty : 

'  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoini?  abstract  is  a  tme  and  correct  statement  of  the 
Totes  polled  at  the  several  precincts  in  said  connty  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in 
•aid  connty,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election  on  file  in  my 
office  and  canvassed  by  the  county  canvassers  of  said  county. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Marianna,  thi» 
27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

J.  W.  STALEY, 
Clerk  Court,  Jackson  County. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  IKSPKCTOKS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  John  B.  Anderson,  John  R.  Moseley,  and  Jacob  H.. 
Stephens,  who,  bein^r  sworn,  say  that  they  were  inspectors  and  supervisor  at  Friendship 
Cboreh  precinct  at  toe  late  election  held  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  and  gave  close 
attention  to  the  election  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the  same ;  that  the  ballot-box 
was  placed  in  as  public  a  position  as  it  could  be  in  the  house  where  the  election  was 
held ;  that  there  was  no  attempts  to  conceal  the  ballot-box  from  the  voter  when  he 
dei>osited  his  vote ;  that  there  were  three  open  windows  besides  the  one  in  the  end  of  the- 
hoQse  where  the  ballots  were  received,  and  an  open  door  in  the  rear ;  that  these  windows 
were  on  the  side  of  the  house  and  admitted  of  a  full  and  fair  view  of  the  box  the  whole 
day ;  that  persons  frequently  stood  at  those  windows  and  looked  on,  which  they  could 
easily  do;  that  no  one  was  prevented  or  hindered  from  scrutinizing  the  election  as 
cloeely  as  they  desired ;  that  both  Supervisor  Moseley  and  Supervisor  Long  thought 
they  could  better  discharge  their  duties  under  the  box  on  the  outside  of  the  house  to 
tee  that  the  election  was  impartial,  and  Supervisor  Moseley  remained  outside  until  the 
voting  had  been  going  on  some  time,  when  at  the  instance  of  many  of  the  colored 
people  he  went  inside  to  assist  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  voting,  and  thou,  did 
receive  the  votes  at  the  window.  That  while  Inspector  Stephens  expressed  tlie  opinion 
that  the  supervisor  could  be  of  more  service  on  the  outside  of  the  window,  he  did  not 
menace  the  said  Long,  and  did  not  object  to  his  remaining  in  the  room ;  that  at  sun- 
down the  noils  were  closed,  and  there  being  no  fire  there  and  no  lights  and  no  paper 
upon  which  to  keep  the  tally,  Supervisor  Long  and  Inspectors  Hayes  and  Anderson 
pkt>p08ed  that  the  box  should  be  taken  to  the  house  of  Supervisor  Moseley,  not  far  dis- 
iant,  and  there  have  the  count  and  make  up  the  returns ;  to  this  Inspector  Stephens 
objected  for  some  time,  but  finally  consented,  and  the  box  was  placed  m  the  possession 
of  Inspector  Hayes,  and  by  him  taken  along  with  Inspector  Stephens  in  the  buggy  of 
the  latter;  while  Moseley,  Anderson,  and  Long  went  in  company  with  them  to  the  house 
of  the  said  Mosely  and  Supervisor  Long  having  the  key  to  the  box,  which  was  locked 
At  Moeeley's  honse  the  ballots  were  counted  and  canvassed,  and  finding  on  the  count  that 
there  were  two  more  ballots  than  names  on  the  poll-list  two  ballots  were  drawn  out  bv 
lot  and  destroyed.  It  is  not  tme  that  any  ballots  were  counted  or  canvassed  whicb 
were  not  drawn  from  the  box,  and  it  is  not  tme  that  Inspector  Stephens  counted  any 
ballots  which  he  had  conoealed  in  his  pockets.  The  counting  was  done  in  a  room  open 
to  the  access  of  any  person  or  persons,  and  there  were  present  and  assisting  all  of  the 
snpervisors  and  inspectors  appointed  for  that  precinct ;  that  it  is  true  that  Inspector 
Stephens  did  occasionally  refer  to  a  list  he  had  during  the  voting,  but  that  was  a  list 
of  illegal  voters  furnished  him  for  challenge.  We  were  not  furnished  with  the  laws  and 
instmctions  in  regard  to  the  holding  of  elections ;  and  when  the  ballots  were  counted,, 
believing  there  was  no  fhrther  need  of  them,  they  were  left  on  the  bed  in  the  room 
where  the  counting  was  done.  If  there  be  any  irregularity  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
election  was  conducted,  it  was  owing  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  laws,  and  not  frt>m 
any  fraudulent  intent  on  the  part  of  affiants.  The  election  and  returns  made  fair  and 
impartial. 

J.  R.  MOSELEY. 

J.  H.  STEPHENS. 

J.  B.  ANDERSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[8KAL.]  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

AFFIDAVITS  AS  TO  PEACEABLB  ELECTION, 

Jackson  County,  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Edward  Hays,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he- 
was  a  manager  of  the  election  at  Friendship  church  on  the  election  on  7th  November, 
1976,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  in  that  neighborhood  and  with  the  voters  who 
voted  there ;  that  there  were  greatly  more  white  men  than  colored  people  at  that  pre- 
eimct,  and  that  the  election  was  conducted  quietly  and  fairly;  that  among  the  colored 
voters  there  were  but  three  who  could  read  and  write  and  three  or  four  more  who  could 
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read,  and  that  those  who  could  not  read  and  write  of  ooorBe  did  not  know  and  cpoU 
not  know  bow  they  voted,  except  as  they  Vere  informed,  and  could  not  teafci^onoatk 
for  whom  they  voted. 

He  further  states  that  the  affidavits  taken  by  United  States  Deputy  BCarshal  Oxyper, 
,in  the  presence  of  United  States  soldiers,  on  Saturday  last,  25th  instant,  were  made  by 
penons  who  could  not  read  or  write  except  as  above  stated. 

EDWARD  HA113. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  thi?  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  Judge  of  Jacksou  County,  personally  appeared 
W.  R.  McDaniel,  W.  S.  Lee,  C.  F.  McDaniel,  W.  £.  Mozeley.  and  Warren  Law»  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  say  they  were  present  at  the  election  held  at  Friendship  ohoicb,  a 
precinct  in  said  county,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876 :  that  said  election  waa  peaceaUa 
and  quiet,  there  was  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  acts ;  that  we  voted  at  said 
precinct,  and  every  one  was  free  to  vote  as  he  saw  proper ;  the  ballot-box  was  erima^ 
to  the  view  of  the  voters  and  not  concealed  in  any  manner  during  the  eleotiony  aad 
said  election  conducted  openly  and  in  full  view  of  the  public. 

W.  R.  McDANIEL. 
W.  S.  LEE. 
•    C.  F.  McDANIEL. 
WM.  E.  A.  MOZBLEY 
WARREN  LAW,  bU smack. 
Sworn  before  me  20th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL]  W.  H.  MILTON; 

County  Judge  Jackson  Ooonty. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County: 

Before  me,  W.  U.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personallv  came  Joha 
Mathews,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  present  at  Friendship  church  at  the  elec- 
tion held  there  on  the  7th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  said  county 
and  State,  and  voted  at  said  precinct :  said  election  was  quiet  and  peaoeabls.  I  bave 
lived  in  about  three  miles  of  Frieuoship  church  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  am  well 
acquainted  in  said  neighborhood,  and  there  was  no  citizens  of  Alabama  that  voted  at 
aaid  election  at  Frien£hip  church.  No  intimidation  by  words  or  acts  to  influence  the 
votes  of  any  one. 

JOHN  MATHEWa 
Sworn  before  me  20th  of  November,  A.  D.  ld7G. 
[8BAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge  Jackson  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  Jas.  P.  Coker,  George  A.  Baltzell,  J.  H.  McKinne,  and  W.  L.  Rob- 
inson, of  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  s>re 
well  acquainted  with  one  Henry  Long,  who  act«d  as  a  supervisor  of  the  election  at 
Friendship  Church  precinct,  in  Jackson  County ;  that  they  know  his  general  reputa- 
tion in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lives  for  truth  and  veraoitv ;  that  aaid  rspata- 
tion  is  bad :  that  from  said  general  reputation  they  would  not  b^eve  him  upon  his 
oath. 

JAMES.  P.  COKBR. 
GEORGE  A.  BALTZELL. 
J.  H.  McKINNE. 
W.  L.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  GEORGE  LEWIS. 

Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Ransom  McCay,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  pres- 
ent at  the  election  held  at  Friendship  Church  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
one  of  the  precincts  in  said  county ;  that  he  is  a  republican,  and  voted  that  ticket  oo 
that  day ;  that  he  watched  every  act  done  that  day  by  the  inspectors,  supervisors,  and 
deputy  United  States  marshals,  and  saw  nothing  irregular  or  wrong;  that  thero  was 
no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  acts,  or  gestures ;  it  was  as  peaceable  an  eleotioa  as 
I  ever  saw ;  not  a  word  or  act  that  was  objectionable. 

RANSOM  McKEV,  hia  x  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  this  20th  of  November,  1876. 

[8KAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

Co.  Judge  Jackaon  Connty,  Florida. 
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State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Theophilus  Baxter,  who,  bein|r  duly  sworn,  says  he  is 
a  citizen  of  JacKson  Connty,  Florida,  and  that  he  voted  at  Friendship  Church  on  7tli 
November,  1876 ;  that  there  were  a  great  many  more  white  men  at  said  precinct  than 
colored,  and  that  a  number  of  the  colored  men  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  that  the 
aaid  election  was  conducted  quietly  and  fairly,  as  far  as  deponent  knows,  and  there 
was  no  disturbance  or  dissatisfaction. 

THEOPHILUS  BAXTER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
November  29,  1876.    Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Abraro  Dickson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
voted  at  Friendship  Church  precinct  on  the  7th  of  November  last,  and  that  he  can 
neither  read  nor  write,  and  does  not  know  how  he  voted,  except  that  he  was  told  by 
another  colored  man  that  it  was  a  repbulican  ticket.  That  when  he  made  affidavit  on 
the  25th  instant,  before  Jnstice  Alfred  Barnes,  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  he 
only  meant  to  say  that  he  thought  that  he  had  so  voted,  and  that  be  has  no  absolute 
knowledge  on  the  subject.  He  further  states  that  many  of  his  race  who  voted  at  said 
precinct  could  not  read,  and  that  they  were  as  liable  to  be  mistaken  as  himself. 

ABRAM  DICKSON,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

INTIMIDATED  DEMOCRATS. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county  and  State,  Amo^ 
H»ys  and  others,  whose  names  appear  below,  citizens  and  residents  of  Jackson  County » 
FlcMida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  previous  to  the  late  election  on  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1H76,  and  during  the  said  election,  the  colored  democrats  of  the  said  county  were 
greatly  intimidated  by  threats  of  personal  injury  if  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket; 
tbat  Bubseqnently  to  the  said  election,  and  within  the  last  few  days,  United  States 
troope  have  been  quartered  in  the  said  county  and  detachments  mustered  from  point  to 
point,  apparently  under  the  orders  of  radical  politicians  whenever  the^  desired  to  pro- 
cure affidavits,  greatly  to  the  terror  of  the  colored  people ;  that  the  impression  was 
made  that  they  were  m  search  for  those  colored  persons  who  had  voted  the  democratic 
ticket,  for  the  purpose  of  arrest  and  punishment — some  expressing  the  fear  that  they 
would  be  put  in  the  chain-gang.  We  further  state  that  we  are  acquainted  with  many 
of  those  whose  affidavits  were  made  on  Saturday,  the  25th  instant,  before  Justice  Alfred 
Barnes,  some  of  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Oscar  Damby,  Henry  Black  well,  Henry 
Bobinson,  Geor^  Gnnn,  Charles  Gunn,  Charles  Bounin,  Davy  Bellauiy,  Abram  Dick- 
son, Ed.  Long,  Henry  Long,  Ransom  McKay,  and  others,  and  from  our  knowledge 
of  their  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  we  do  not  believe  the  affidavits  made  by  them 
that  they  nad  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  late  election  under  the  influences 
surrounding  them  are  entitled  to  credit,  and  we  do  believe  that  under  the  pressure  and 
fear  under  which  the  said  affidavits  were  made  that  the  United  States  marshal  could 
have  procured  almost  any  statements  to  be  sworn  to  that  he  may  have  dictated. 

AMOS  HAYS. 

M.  B.  ALSMART. 

Sworn  to  and  subsciibed  before  me  this  29ch  November,  1876. 

A.  LEWIS. 

DAVID  BEAUCHAMP. 
P.  G.  ALFOKD. 
JOHN  R.  STUD. 
RICH'D  LEWIS. 
N.  B.  LONG. 
W.  H.  TAYLOR. 
BOLYN  B.  BARKLJBY. 
LEWIS  TAYLOR. 
CHAS.  C.  LIDDON* 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  November,  1876,  at  Greenwood,  in 
Jackson  County,  Florida.  ,  . 

ALFRED  BARtfES, 
Jnsiice  of  the  Peace. 
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REQUESTED  TO  ATTACK  THE   VOTE 

8tat«  of  norida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  Jacob  H.  Stephens,  'who,  being  sworn,  says  that  soon 
after  the  election  lately  held  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  Edmond  Hayes,  who  was  aa 
inspector  of  election  at  Friendship  Church  in  said  county  and  who  has  made  an  affida- 
vit for  the  republican  electors  against  the  regularity  of  the  election  at  said  precinct^ 
went  with  amant  to  the  town  of  Marianna  to  carry  the  poll-box  of  said  precinct ;  and 
that  on  their  return  from  Marianna,  on  the  Friday  after  the  election,  said  Hayes  told 
alBant  that  one  William  H.  Parker,  who  had  been  a  republican  candidate  for  the  legis- 
lature from  said  county,  had  approached  him  to  induce  him  to  make  some  charge 
against  the  election  at  said  precinct;  that  said  Parker  told  him  (Hayes)  that  he  most 
bring  some  charge  against  said  poll;  but  that  he  (the  said  Hayes)  replied  that  he 
knew  of  nothing  that  could  be  said  against  the  fairness  or  legality  of  said  election,  and 
was  unwilling  to  make  any  charge  against  it.    • 

J.  H.  STEPHENS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A,  D.  1876. 
[8KAL.]  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

THE   ELECTION  FAIR. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Edmond  Hayes,  a  man  of  color,  who,  being  duly  sworn,, 
says  that  be  was  one  of  the  inspectors  duly  appointed  by  the  board  of  commissioners- 
for  said  county,  for  the  precinct  known  as  Friendship  Church,  in  said  county,  and 
served  as  such  inspector  at  the  late  election  held  there ;  that  the  election  was  con- 
ducted fairly  and  without  any  fraud,  violence,  or  intimidation ;  that  at  the  close  of  the 
polls  at  said  election,  by  the  consent  of  all  the  inspectors  and  supervisors  serving  at 
said  election,  the  poll-box  was  removed  therefrom  to  the  house  of  J.  R.  Moseley  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  vote ;  that  this  was  done  because  there  were  no  lights  at  the 
church,  and  no  fire,  and  it  was  very  cold ;  that  he  accompanied  the  said  box  all  the 
way  to  said  house ;  that  the  box  was  carried  in  a  buggy  with  himself  and  J.  H.  Ste- 
phens, one  of  the  inspectors ;  that  Henry  Long,  the  republican  supervisor,  had  the  key 
to  the  box  during  this  time ;  that  when  they  arrived  at  the  house  of  the  said  Moseley, 
who  was  also  a  supervisor,  that  the  said  Henry  Long  retained  the  key  to  said  box,  and 
locked  the  same  up  in  a  room,  which  said  room  he  also  locked  and  kept  the  key,  while 
they,  to  wit,  himself,  Jacob  H.  Stephens,  John  B.  Anderson,  the  other  two  inspectors^ 
land  J.  R.  Moseley  and  Henry  Long,  the  two  supervisors^  ate  supper  in  another  room,  al 
in  presence  of  each  other ;  that  as  soon  as  they  had  finished  supper  the  said  Henry 
Lon^  unlocked  the  room,  and  they  all  together  proceeded  to  canvass  the  vote  of  the 
precinct ;  that  the  removal  of  said  box  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  committing  fraud, 
and  that  no  fraud  was  committed  thereby.    He  further  says  that  he  voted  the  repab> 
lican  ticket  at  said  election,  and  that  he  knows  that  most  of  the  republican  voters 
and  most  of  the  colored  people  who  voted  at  that  precinct  are  unable  to  read  the 
English  language  or  to  write  their  names. 

EDMOND  HAYS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  1st  day  of  December,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

I,  Alfred  Barnes,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  was 
requested  by  Jesse  Robinson  to  go  to  Friendship  Church  precinct,  on  25th  November, 
and  went;  where  I  met  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  Cooper  and  one  Captain  Hen- 
derson, and  was  by  them  requested  to  take  the  affidavits  of  sundry  colored  persons, 
alleged  to  be  voters  at  said  precinct,  at  election  on  7th  November  past,  and  that  at 
their  request  about  sixty-five  afiidavits  were  made  before  me,  to  the  effect  that  they 
had  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  said  precinct ;  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  though  the 
more  intelligent  of  said  affiants  knew  how  they  voted,  that  only  three  of  them  could 
read  or  write  and  a  large  number  of  them  were  wholly  ignorant  how  they  voted  at 
said  election,  whether  for  the  democrats  or  republicans.  I  (nrther  certify  that  Abram- 
Dickens,  one  of  the  said  affiants,  has  this  day  made  oath  that  he  did  not  know  how  be 
had  vot^d  at  said  election,  though  he  had  sworn  that  he  voted  republican. 

(liven  under  my  baud  and  seal  this  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[8KAL.]  ALFRED  BARNES. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  L.  Robinson,  jastioe  of  the  peace  of  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Edmond  Hays,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  as  inspector  of  the  election  held  at  the 

Srecinct  known  as  Friendship  Chnroh,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th 
ay  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  helped  to  conduct  said  election,  together  with 
Jacob  H.  Stephens  and  John  B.  Anderson,  the  other  two  inspectors  thereat ;  that  they 
all  were  dnly  sworn ;  that  C.  C.  Gunn  was  chosen  clerk  at  said  election,  and  duly 
sworn;  that  said  election  was  oondnoted  in  the  most  peaceable  and  quiet  manner. 
There  was  no  intimidation  directly  or  indirectly,  by  words,  gesture,  or  otherwise ;  that 
there  was  no  fraud  or  irregularity  in  the  manner  said  election  was  conducted ;  that 
there  were  two  United  States  supervisors  present  at  said  election — Henr^  Long  and 
John  R.  Mosely — who  had  iree  access  to  the  ballot-box  and  place  of  voting ;  that  I 
saw  the  count  made,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  fair  election  in  all  things. 

EDMOND  HAYS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  l(Sth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAI.]  W.  L.  ROBINSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DOBS  NOT  BEUSVB  IT  A  FAIK  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County,  ss : 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Edmond  Hayee,  (colored,)  who,  being  duly  sworn,  denoees  and  says :  That  he  was  bom 
in  Early  County,  Georgia,  September  7, 18G1 ;  that  ne  is  twenty-five  years  old ;  and, 
since  1868,  has  resided  and  at  present  resides  at  the  plantation  of  Amos  Hayes,  on  the 
United  States  road,  five  miles  from  Greenwood,  Jackson  County.  Florida ;  that  he  is  a 
duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jackson  aforesaid ;  tnat  he  was  regularly 
appointed  au  inspector  of  election  for  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  and  that 
he  dnly  qualified  for  the  said  office  of  inspector;  that  on  the  seventh  (7th)  day  of 
November,  1876,  he  attended  the  polls  at  the  said  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church; 
that  he  was  nresent  when  the  polls  were  opened,  and  occupied  a  position  in  the  room 
where  the  ballot-box  was  located ;  that  he  heard  Jacob  Stevens,  one  of  the  inspectors 
at  the  said  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  order  Henry  Long,  one  of  the  super- 
visors at  the  said  precinct  aforesaid,  to  leave  the  room,  remarking  that  hid,  the  said 
Long's,  place  was  outside  of  the  building;  that  the  deponent  felt  alarmed  by  the  man- 
ner and  expression  of  the  said  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid,  and  feared  that  personal  injury 
was  intended  toward  the  said  Long ;  that  the  said  Long  exhibited  signs  of  alarm,  and,  evi- 
dently fearing  personal  injury,  left  the  room  in  obedience  to  the  said  command  of  the 
said  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid.  This  deponent  further  says  that  the  ballot-box  at  the  said 
precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church  aforesaid,  was  located  on  a  bench  about  eighteen 
inches  in  height  from  the  floor,  and  below  the  sill  of  the  window  through  which  the 
ballots  were  received ;  that  the  sill  of  the  said  window  aforesaid  was  about  six  feet 
from  the  ground  where  the  voters  stood,  and  that  from  the  position  occupied  by  the 
voters  the  ballot-box  was  wholly  and  entirely  out  of  view ;  that  the  ballots  were 
passed  up  from  the  voter  to  a  person  stationed  at  the  window  to  receive  them,  after 
which  the  ballot  passed  out  of  sight  of  the  voter  and  beyond  the  possibility  of  the 
voter  to  see  whether  the  ballot  was  deposited  in  the  box ;  that  for  the  space  of  about 
one  hour  immediately  following  the  opening  of  the  polls,  he,  the  deponent,  stood  at 
the  window  and  received  the  ballots  from  the  hana  of  the  voters  and  passed  them  ' 
to  Jacob  Stevens,  inspector  aforesaid,  to  be  deposited  in  the  box ;  that  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  above  mentioned  the  said  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid  directed  the 
deponent  to  look  over  and  check  the  registry-lists ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  expressed  a 
desire  to  continue  to  act  in  his  then  present  capacity  of  receiver  of  the  votes,  and  re- 
quested that  he,  the  said  Stevens,  should  look  over  the  lists  himself;  that  the  said 
Stevens  thereupon  remarked  that  he  had  another  list  to  look  over  and  could  not  exam- 
ine the  registry-list,  and  further  said  that  if  he,  the  deponent,  could  not  examine  the 
registry-list  he  could  not  do  anything ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  fearing  a  disturbance 
and  possible  personal  injury,  complied  with  the  orders  of  the  said  Jacob  Stevens,  in- 
spector aforesaid,  and  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  polls  continued  to  examine 
the  registry-list.  This  deponent  further  says  that  as  soon  as  he  had  deponent  from  the 
window  and  assumed  the  duty  of  examining  the  registration-lists,  one  Jack  Mosely,  a 
supervisor  of  election  at  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  climbed  up  and  sat  in 
the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were  passed,  and  received  the  ballots  from  the 
hands  of  the  voters  and  passed  them,  the  said  ballots,  into  the  room  in  the  direction  of 
the  said  Jacob  Stevens,  inspector  aforesaid ;  but  in  consequence  of  having  his  attention 
employed  in  the  examination  of  the  registry-list,  he,  the  deponent,  did  not  see,  and  is 
unable  to  tell,  what  disposition  was  made  of  the  said  ballots  after  they  were  put  into 
the  hand  of  the  said  Jack  Mosely,  supervisor  aforesaid;  that  the  said  Ja^k  Mosely,  su- 
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pervisor  aforesaid,  cootinaed  to  receive  the  ballots,  as  before  described,  from  the  time 
ne  climbed  into  the  window  until  near  the  closing  of  the  same,  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  This  deponent  fnrther  says  that  when  the  polls  were  closed,  Henry  Lone* 
supervisor  aforesaid,  was  admitted  into  the  room ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  immediately 
thereafter  opened  by  the  said  Jacob  Stevens,  inspector  aforesaid,  who  began  counting 
the  ballots ;  that  after  taking  ont  a  number,  which  he  put  into  his  vest-pocket,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  ballot-box  be  carried  to  the  residence  of  Jack  Mosely,  two  miles 
distant  from  the  place  where  the  votes  were  received,  and  there  complete  the  canvass; 
that  he,  the  deponent,  protested  against  the  removal  of  the  ballot-box  and  contents 
until  after  the  count  was  made :  but  that  John  B.  Anderson,  inspector,  and  Jack  Moeely, 
supervisor  aforesaid,  and  C.  C.  Gunn,  clerk  of  the  election,  assuming  that  they  had  au- 
thority to  act  in  the  premises,  decided  that  the  ballot-box  should  be  taken,  and  it  was 
actually  taken  to  the  residence  of  the  said  Jack  Mosely,  aforesaid,  where  the  canvass  was 
completed ;  that  upon  arrival  at  the  residence  of  Jack  Mosely  aforesaid,  the  said  Jacob 
Stevens,  inspector  aforesaid,  produced  from  his  pocket  four  ballots,  three  of  which  were 
democratic  ballots  and  the  other  a  republican' oallot,  and  remarking  that  they  were 
the  same  he  had  taken  from  the  ballot-box  at  the  polling-place,  proceeded  to  canvass 
them,  and  actually  did  canvass  them  with  the  other  ballots  found  in  the  box.  This 
deponent  further  says  that  the  ballots  deposited  at  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship 
church,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  were  not  counted  by  the  inspectors  prior 
to  canvassing  the  votes,  but  that  the  inspectors  proceeded  to  canvass  the  votes  without 
first  having  counted  the  ballots  and  comparing  the  number  with  the  number  of  the 
names  that  appeared  on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk ;  that  after  the  canvass  had  been 
completed,  the  ballots  were  thrown  upon  a  bed  in  residence  of  Jack  Moeely  afore- 
said :  that  this  deponent  protest-ed  against  this  act,  and  insisted  that  the  ballots 
should  be  returned  to  the  box  and  returned  to  the  county  clerk ;  that  his,  this  depo- 
nent's, protest  was  not  heeded,  and  that  at  the  time  this  deponent  left  the  said  resi- 
dence of  Jack  Mosely  aforesaid  the  ballots  were  still  lying  upon  the  bed ;  and  this 
deponent  fnrther  says  that  the  canvass  of  the  votes  polled  a^  the  said  poUing-place 
No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  at  the  election  held  November  7,  1876,  was  made  in  a 
private  room  at  the  residence  of  the  said  Jack  Mosely  aforesaid  ;  that  the  room  was 
closed,  and  that  no  persons  but  the  inspector  and  supervisors  and  clerk  of  the  election 
were  present  or  permitted  to  be  present  during  the  time  occupied  in  canvassing  the 
said  votes  aforesaid.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

EDMOND  HAYES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676, 
[seal.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Pablio,  State  at  Large. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  VOTERS. 

state  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss  : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Barnes,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  the  undersigned  thirteen  dnly-f|ualified  electors  of  the 
county  of  Jackson,  and  State  of  Florida  aforesaid,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  as  follows,  to  wit:  I  am  a  duly- qualified  elector  of 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  in  said  county  of  Jackson 
aforesaid ;  that  I  then  and  there  cast  my  vote  for  the  named  candidates,  to  wit :  For 
electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearoe, 
William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long ;  for  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district, 
William  J.  Purman ;  for  governor,  Marcellus  L.  Steams ;  for  lieutenant-governor,  David 
Montgomery;  for  senator,  third  district,  FuUer  White;  for  the  assembly,  Jackson 
County,  William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse  Robinson  ;  that  the  names  of 
the  foregoing  candidates  were  printed  on  a  paper  ballot,  and  I  delivered  my  ballot  to 
Edmund  Hayes,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  aforesaid,  who  received  the  same. 
I  did  not  see  the  ballot-box  during  the  election  after  the  polls  were  proclaimed  opened. 
The  sill  of  the  window  on  which  Edmund  Hayes  was  sitting  during  the  time  he  received 
the  ballots  was  higher  than  my  head,  and  about  six  feet  high.  When  the  said  Edmund 
Hayes  received  my  ballot  he  passed  it  into  the  room  through  the  open  window,  and  I 
could  not  and  did  not  see  what  disposition  he  made  of  it. 

Clay  Robinson,  his  x  mark.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

Peter  Anderson,  his  x  mark.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

Hany  Hays,  his  x  mark.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

Lewis  Qlover,  his  x  mark.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

March  Anderson,  his  x  mark.     Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

Lewis  Jalle,  gave  ballot  to  J.  H.  Stevens.     Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

Philip  Pallock,  his  x  mark ;  gave  ballot  to  J.  H.  Stevens.  Witness,  William  T. 
Henderson. 
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Edmoud  Hays,  gave  ballok  to  J.  H.  Stevens.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

George  Gum,  hia  x  mark ;  gave  bltUot  to  J.  H.  Stevens.  Witness,  William  T.  Hen- 
derson. 

Charlefii  Bonrse,  bis  x  mark;  gave  ballot  to  J.  H.  Stevens.  Witness,  William  T. 
Henderson. 

Peter  Allen,  bis  x  mark.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

Daniel  Williams,  his  x  mark.    Witness,  William  T.  Henderson. 

L.  Taylor,  his  x  mark ;  gave  ballot  to  J.  H.  Stevens. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BARNES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

BALLOT  BOX   CONCEALED. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Peter  Anderson  and  Henry  Trueblood,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that 
they  are  registered  voters  of  Jackson  County,  Florida ;  that  they  attended  the  election 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  polling-place  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  in 
said  county  aforesaid ;  that  the^  were  present  when  the  polls  were  opened,  and  re- 
mained at  the  polling-place  until  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  the  deponents 
farther  say  that  they  voted  at  the  said  polls  aforesaid,  and  saw  others  vote  there ;  that 
their  own  and  the  ballots  of  other  voters  were  handed  to  a  person  sitting  on  the  win- 
dow-sill above  their  heads ;  that  they  did  not  see  their  ballots  deposited  in  the  ballot- 
box;  that  there  was  no  ballot-box  in  view  of  the  voters  during  the  time  they  were  at 
the  polls.    And  further  the  deponents  saith  not. 

PETER  ANDERSON. 

HENRY  TRUEBLOOD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Largo. 
Witness  to  si^atures : 

Z.  L.  TiDBALL. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Barnes,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  the  undersigned  fifty-two  duly-qualified  electors  of  the 
county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  each  for  himself,  as  follows,  to  wit :  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  in  the  said  county  of 
Jackson.  I  then  and  there  did  cast  my  vote  for  the  following-named  candidates,  to 
wit: 

For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President— Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H. 
Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district — William  J.  Purman. 

For  governor — Marcellus  L.  Steams. 

For  fieutenant-^overnor — David  Montgomery. 

For  senator,  third  district — Fuller  White. 

For  the  assembly,  Jackson  County— William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse 
Robinson. 

The  names  of  the  foregoing  candidates  were  printed  on  a  paper  ballot,  and  I  deliv- 
ered my  ballot  to  one  Jack  Moseley,  a  supervisor  of  said  election,  who  was  sitting  on 
the  window-sill  receiving  the  ballots  from  the  voters.  I  did  not  see  the  ballot-box 
during  the  election  after  the  polls  were  proclaimed  open.  The  sill  of  the  window  on 
which  the  said  Jack  Moseley  Was  sitting  during  the  time  he  receiv^  ballots  was  higher 
than  my  head,  and  about  six  feet  high.  When  the  said  Jack  Moseley  received  my 
ballot  he  passed  it  into  the  room  through  the  open  window,  and  I  could  not  and  did 
not  see  what  disposition  he  made  of  it. 

William  Lewis,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Jackson  McDaniel,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Joshua  Robinson,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Henry  Robinson,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

David  Bellamy,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Henry  Trueblood,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Lewis  Hays,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 
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William  DicksoD, 
Joe  Blanks, 
Frank  Glun, 
Warren  Law, 
Andrew  Blanks, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Abraham  Dickson, 
Dolphin  Heam, 
Geor||^  Hean, 
Calvin  Lewis, 
Joseph  Baker, 
Leroy  Baldwin, 
George  Cox, 
Albert  West, 
Cflssar  Blackind, 
Charles  Gnmn, 
Jackson  Clark, 
Jesse  Collins, 
Richard  Shwery, 
Nelson  Brenser, 
Solomon  Anderson, 
Simon  Sanders, 
Henry  Blackarll, 
Joseph  Glan, 
David  Bradberry, 
LawBon  Hays, 
Daniel  Coker, 
Ben  Bmnson, 
Samuel  Goins, 
Joseph  Glenn, 
David  Horn, 
Epperson  Daniels, 
Hasten  Gilbert, 
Joe  Keys, 
Ned  Register, 
Jake  Branson, 
Aminos  Rivers, 
Moses  Garison, 
Foster  Dansby, 
Hardy  Rivers, 
Gus  Garrison, 
Rause  McKay, 
Henry  Lay, 
Ebenezer  Lonjc, 
Reuben  Johnson, 


bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper. 

Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  W.  C.  Cooper, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson, 

bis  X  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson, 

his  X  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BARNES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Henry  Long,  colored,  wbo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  Iwm  in 
Jackson  County,  Florida,  is  thirty  years  of  age,  and  at  present  resides  on  LonghiU 
plantation,  on  the  United  States  road,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Greenwood, 
Jackson  County,  Florida ;  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  said  county  of  Jack- 
son, aforesaid  ;  that  be  was  regularly  appointed  a  supervisor  of  elections  by  the  United 
States  court  for  precinct  No.  11.  located  at  Friendship  church,  in  Jackson  County  afore- 
said, and  that  be  duly-qualifiea  for  the  said  office  of  supervisor ;  that  on  the  seventh 
(7th)  day  of  November,  1876,  he  attended  the  polls  at  the  said  precinct  No.  11,  at 
Friendship  Church,  and  in  bis  official  capacity  as  supervisor  of  election  entered  the 
room  in  which  the  polls  were  held,  and  where,  at  the  same  time,  were  assembled  John 
B.  Anderson,  Jacob  Stevens,  and  Edmond  Hayes,  (colored,)  all  of  whom  were  inspectirs  | 
Jack  Moseley,  supervisor,  and  C.  C.  Gunn.  clerk  of  the  election  ;  that  at  the  opening  oi 
the  polls  he  (Long)  was  ordered  by  Jacob  Stevens,inspectoraforeBald,  to  leave  the  room, 
the  said  Stevens  asserting  that  he  (Long)  had  no  business  there ;  that  he  (Lon^)  in- 
sisted he  had  a  lawful  right  to  be  present,  out  fearing  from  the  manner  and  expression  of 
the  said  Stevens  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  danger  of  personal  injury,  and  that  vio- 
lence would  be  resorted  to  if  he  remained,  be  withdrew  to  the  outside  of  the  building; 
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that  he  occapied  a  position  near  the  window  thronji^h  which  the  ballots  were  passed  ; 
that  the  sill  of  the  window  was  at  least  six  feet  from  the  ground  where  the  electors 
stood ;  that  the  ballots  were  handed  to  a  person  stationed  at  the  window  to  receive 
them,  after  which  the  ballot  passed  ont  of  the  sight  of  the  elector  who  was  unable  to 
tell  whether  or  not  the  ballot  was  deposited  in  the  box ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  in  the 
room  on  a  bench  about  eighteen  inches  from  the  floor  and  below  the  sill  of  the  window, 
and  completely  out  of  sight  of  the  persons  voting ;  that  for  about  the  space  of  one 
hour  after  the  polls  were  open,  Edward  Hayes,  inspector  aforesaid,  stood  at  the  win- 
dow and  took  the  ballots  as  they  were  passed  up,  and  handed  them  to  the  same  to  Jacob 
Stevens,  inspector,  to  be  deposited  in  the  box ;  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  before 
mentioned,  by  some  arrangement  unknown  to  the  deponent,  Edward  Hayes,  inspector, 
was  relieved  from  the  daty  of  taking  the  ballots  from  the  hands  of  electors  and  placed 
lu  charge  of  the  registry-lists  with  «^hn  B.  Anderson,  inspector  aforesaid,  and  that  Jack 
Moeeley,  supervisor,  was  substituted  in  his  stead ;  that  the  said  Moseley  thereupon 
climbed  up  and  sat  in  the  window,  through  which  the  ballots  were  passed,  took  the 
ballots  from  the  hands  of  the  electors,  and  passed  them  in  the  direction  of  the  said  Jacob 
Stevens  aforesaid  and  out  of  sight  of  the  elector ;  that  the  said  Jack  Moseley  continued 
to  receive  the  ballots  as  before  described  until  near  the  closing  of  the  polls,  which  oc- 
curred shortly  after  six  o^clock  in  the  afternoon ;  that  immediately  after  the  closing  of 
the  polls  the  deponent  went  into  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was  located,  and  very 
soon  thereafter  saw  the  said  box  opened  by  Jacob  Stevens  aforesaid,  who  began  taking 
the  ballots  out  of  the  box,  some  of  which  he  put  into  his  vest  pocket ;  that  after  a  num- 
ber of  ballots  had  been  taken  from  the  box  it  was  decided  to  take  the  ballot-box  to  the 
residence  of  Jack  Moseley  aforesaid,  located  at  a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  place 
designated  by  the  proper  authorities  as  polling-place  or  precinct  No.  11  at  Friendship 
church,  where  the  ballots  were  received  and  there  completed  the  canvass;  that  there- 
upon the  ballot-box  was  locked  and  conveyed  to  the  said  residence  of  the  said  Jack 
Moseley  aforesaid ;  that  upon  arrival  at  the  said  Moseley's  residence  the  said  Jacob 
Stevens  aforesaid  drew  from  his  vest  pocket  four  ballots,  three  of  which  were  demo- 
cratic ballots  and  the  other  a  republican  ballot,  and  remarking  to  the  deponent  that 
they  were  the  ballots  that  he  had  taken  from  the  ballot-box  before  leaving  the  polling- 
place  at  Friendship  Church,  pix>ceeded  to  canvass  the  said  four  ballots,  and  did  actually 
canvass  theih  with  the  other  ballots  found  in  the  box.  And  this  deponent  further  says 
that  these  ballots  deposited  at  precinct  or  polling-place  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church, 
at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876,  were  not  counted  by  the  inspectors  prior  to  can- 
vassing the  votes,  but  that  the  inspectors  proceeded  to  canvass  the  votes  without  first 
having  counted  the  ballots  and  comparing  the  number  with  the  number  of  names  that 
appeared  on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk ;  that  after  the  canvass  had  been  completed 
the  ballots  were  thrown  upon  a  bed,  in  the  residence  of  the  said  Jack  Moseley  aforesaid, 
where  they  remained  at  the  time  this  deponent  left  the  premises.  And  this  deponent 
farther  says  that  during  the  election,  from  the  time  the  polls  were  opened  until  they 
closed,  the  ballot-box  was  kept  out  of  view  of  the  voters ;  that  at  no  time,  from  the 
opening  of  the  polls  until  the  closing  of  the  same,  was  the  ballot-box  In  a  position  to 
be  seen  by  the  voters.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  the  canvass  of  the  votes 
polled  at  the  said  polling-place  No.  11,  at  Friendship  Church,  at  the  election  held 
November  7,  187(5,  was  mi^e  in  a  private  room  at  the  residence  of  the  said  Jack  Moseley 
aforesaid ;  that  the  room  was  closed,  and  that  no  persons  but  the  inspectors,  the  super- 
Tisors,  and  clerk  of  the  election  were  present  or  permitted  to  be  present  during  the 
time  occupied  in  the  canvassing  the  said  votes  aforesaid.  And  further  this  didponent 
saith  not. 

HENRY  LONG. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SKAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss: 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared W.  T.  Henderson  and  W.  C.  Cooper,  each  of  whom  being  duly  sWorn,  deposes 
and  says  that  on  the  26th  day  of  November,  1876,  they  proceeded  to  Friendship  Church, 
in  the  said  county  of  Jackson,  where  the  election  was  held  at  precinct  No.  11,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  measured  the  distance  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of 
the  sill  of  the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were  received  at  the  said  election, 
and  found  by  actual  measurement  that  the  distance  was  six  feet  precisely.  And  further 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

WM.  T.  HENDERSON. 

W.  C.  COOPER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SBAi-1  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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QUIET   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Coaoty  of  Jaokson : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Tbeophilns  Baxter,  who,  belDj^  dnly  sworn,  says  he  is 
a  citizen  of  JacKSon  Connty,  Florida,  and  that  be  voted  at  Friendship  church  on  7th 
November,  1876 ;  that  there  were  a  great  many  more  white  men  at  said  precinct  than 
colored :  and  that  a  number  of  the  colored  men  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  that  the 
said  election  was  conducted  quietly  and  fairly,  as  far  as  deponent  knows,  and  there 
was  no  disturbance  or  dissatisfaction. 

THEOPHILUS  BAXTER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF   VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Barnes,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  couhty  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  the  undersigned  thirteen  duly-qualified  electors  of  ^e 
county  of  Jackson  ana  State  of  Florida  aforesaid,  each  of  whom,  being  dnly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  as  follows,  to  wit :  I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  seventh  day 
of  Noventber,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  11,  at  Friendship  church,  in  said  county  of  Jack- 
son aforesaid ;  that  I  then  and  there  cast  my  vote  for  the  following-named  candidates, 
to  wit : 

For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H. 
Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Lons. 
For  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  William  J.  Purman. 
For  governor,  Marcellus  L.  Stearns. 
For  lieutenant-|povernor,  David  Montgomery. 
For  senator,  third  district,  Fuller  White. 

For  the  assembly,  Jackson  County,  William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jessa 
Robinson. 

That  the  names  of  the  foregoing  candidates  were  printed  on  a  paper  ballot,  and  I 
delivered  my  ballot  to  Edmond  Hayes,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  aforesaid, 
who  received  the  same.  I  did  not  see  the  ballot-box  during  the  election — after  the 
polls  were  ])roclaimed  opened.  The  sill  of  the  window  on  which  the  said  Edmond 
Haves  was  sitting  during  the  time  he  received  the  ballots  was  higher  than  my  head, 
and  about  six  feet  high.  When  the  said  Edmond  Hayes  received  my  ballot  he  passed 
it  into  the  room  through  the  open  window ;  and  I  could  not,  and  did  not,  see  what  dis- 
position be  made  of  it. 

Clay  Robinson,    his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Peter  Anderson,  his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Harry  Hayes,      his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Lewis  Glenn,       his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

March  Anderson, his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Lewis  Pollet,       his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Philip  Pollock,*  hisx  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Edmund  Hayes,*  his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

George  Gunn,*    his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Charles  Brison,*  his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Peter  Allen,*       his  x  mark.  Witness,  Wm.  T.  Henderson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BARNES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

OBJECTION   rO  PORT  JACKSON. 

The  pretended  election  at  Port  Jackson  precinct,  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  held 
November  7, 1876,  for  Representative  in  Congress,  presidential  electors,  and  State  offi- 
cers, and  the  returns  were  contested  and  objected  to  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit: 

1st.  Because  the  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct,  without  authority  or  cause 
known  to  the  law,  refused  to  receive  and  deposit  in  the  ballot-box  the  several  tickets 
of  seven  qualified  and  registered  electors  entitled  to  vote  at  said  precinct,  their  tickets 
btsing  republican  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  all  the  republican  candidates  for  tiie 
difiTerent  offices  at  the  time  to  be  filled,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  Mansfield  Smith 
and  another ;  also  by  the  affidavits  of  Peter  Mayner  and  three  others ;  also  by  the  affi- 
davit of  C.  H.  Edwards,  all  herewith  tiled. 

2d.  Because  of  the  palpable  manifestation  of  fraudulent  intent  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  of  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct  in  the  arrangement  of  the  polls,  that  is  to 

*  Each  of  these  gave  their  ballots  to  J.  H.  Stevens. 
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aay,  because  the  ballot-box  was  placed  on  a  bench  two  and  one-half  feet  above  in 
height;  sitnated  six  feet  from  the  receiving- window,  toward  the  center  of  the  room,  at 
the  time  occupied ;  while  the  sill  of  the  window  through  which  the  ballot  was  taken 
was  seven  feet  above  the  groand  on  which  the  voters  stood  when  in  the  act  of  voting, 
leaving  the  ballot-box  wholly  concealed  from  view  of  the  public,  and  making  it  im- 
possible  for  a  voter  to  see  what  became  of  his  ballot  when  taken  from  him  by  an  in- 
spector perched  upon  the  sill  of  the  window  above  his  head ;  all  which  appears  by  the 
affidavit,  herewith  exhibited,  of  Brackston  Gilbert,  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  I.  W. 
Robinson.  A  certified  list  of  persons  voting  at  the  precinct  is  also  exhibited  herewith. 
Wherefore  it  is  charged  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  is  so  tainted  as  to  make  it 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  true  vote  of  that  poll,  and  the  purging  of  the  returns  equally 
imposBible.  Attention  of  the  board  is  called  to  certified  list  of  naqies  of  voters  here- 
with exhibited,  in  which  there  is  an  unexplained  jump  from  the  number  of  130  to  140, 
re(^uiring  a  reduction  from  the  total  of  nine  votes.  The  manipulation  is  self-apparent, 
as  18  the  fact  that  the  mistake  was  designed  to  increase  the  majority  by  increasing 
the  number  of  ballots  cast. 

KEJECTED  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared 
Peter  Wagner,  Green  Bull,  King  Kary,  and  John  Barkley,  each  of  whom,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  seventh  day  of 
November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county,  and  attempted  to 
vote  by  presenting  my  ballot  to  Brackston  Gilbert,  one  of  the  board  of  inspectors. 
Deponent  further  says  that  I  was  told  by  the  board  of  inspectors  that  I  was  not  reg- 
istered and  could  not  vote ;  and  the  said  board  of  inspectors  then  and  there  refused  to 
bXIow  me  to  vote.  Deponent  further  says  that  I  am  a  registered  voter  of  said  county 
and  my  name  fully  appears  on  the  registration  of  said  county.  And  further  depo- 
nent saith  not. 

PETER  WAGNER,  his  x  mark. 

GREEN  BULL,  his  x  mark. 

KING  KARY,  his  x  mark. 

JOHN  BARKLEY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness:  Z.  T.  Tidball. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLEKK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County :  ^ 

I,  the  undersigned,  Richard  Lewis,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Port  Jackson,  in  the 
coanty  of  Jackson,  and  said  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eif|[ht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by 
virtne  of  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereof,  ap- 
proved February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of 
the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all 
frand,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

RICHARD  LEWIS, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  M.  COMPTON, 

Inspector. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  C.  M.  Compton,  John  W.  Sellman,  Braxton  Gilbert,  inspectors 
of  an  election  held  at  Port  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
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form  the  da  ties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

C.  M.  COMPTON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  W.  SELLERS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
BRAXTON  GILBERT, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

MOSES  DYKES,  J.  P. 

Names  of  persona  voting  at  Port  Jackson,  at  election  there  held  on  the  7ih  day  of  Norewkhtf^ 
A,  D,  1876,  pursuant  to  secretary  state  notice  and  according  to  law. 


1  Richard  Lewis. 

2  J.  W.  Robinson. 

3  Braxton  Gilbert. 

4  J.  W.  Sellman. 

5  C.  M.  Compton. 

6  Ed.  Mitchel. 

7  H.  S.  Green. 

8  Geo.  W.  McNealy. 

9  Isaac  Conally. 

10  W.  S.  Sheppard  (sworn.) 

11  Samuel  Thorp. 

12  W.  H.  Holliston. 

13  8.  W.  McCorter. 

14  Henry  Green. 

15  J.B.Jackson. 

16  Bad  Hewitt. 

17  Aaron  Bee  (sworn) 

18  James  Grant. 

19  Charles  Davis  (swum) 

20  Jim  Wootin. 

21  J.  W.  Coster  (sworn  aa  to 

age.) 

22  A.S.Whiddon. 

23  Ben  Williams. 

24  Elbert  Jackson. 

25  John  Weeks. 

26  Berry  Bradly  (sworn.) 

27  Bryant  Messer. 

28  Jacob  H.  Dykes. 

29  Douglas  Ha  vis. 

30  Daniel  Bee  (sworn.) 

31  John  Bassford. 

32  Thomas  B.  Siddon. 

33  Hardy  Grace. 

34  James  Cloud  (sworn.) 

35  John  Cloud. 

36  Ben  Jones  (sworn.) 

37  Alfred  Mickly. 

38  Daniel  Robinson. 

39  J.  H.  Robinson. 

40  Berry  Tison. 

41  Taylor  Moore. 

42  C.  M.  Misser. 

43  Ed.  Bowsis. 

44  G.  M.  Bassford. 

45  Lumpkin  McDaniel. 

46  John  W.  Lawson. 

47  George  Lee. 

48  Lewis  Green. 

49  Silas  Coker. 

50  E.  W.  Hewitt. 

51  Edward  Smith. 

52  J.  M.  Hewitt. 


.53  James  Berryman. 

54  A.  Rogers. 

55  Richard  Bassett. 

56  Ephraim  Lister. 

57  Z.  Hamilton. 

58  Daniel  Bee  (sworn.) 

59  George  W.  Messer. 

60  F.L.8helfer. 

61  Joseph  F.  Allen. 

62  W.  H.  Nobles. 

63  S.  S.  Scott. 

64  W.F.  Messer. 

65  F.T.Allen. 

66  Erwin  Jones. 

67  Thomas  Harr. 

68  Isaac  Jones. 

69  Anderson  Tyass. 

70  J.  M.  Daniels. 

71  Josh  Lewis. 

72  W.  E.  Fulgham. 

73  Lewis  Daniels. 

74  George  Jones. 

75  Joseph  E.  Lewis. 

76  Allen  Hays. 

77  Isaac  Hernil. 

78  Edward  Stanly. 

79  Silas  J.  Freeman. 

80  Lewis  Messer. 

81  Silas  S.  Freeman. 

82  Henry  Miller. 

a*)  Daniel  Hamilton. 

84  F.  J.  Weeks. 

85  Hamlet  Grace. 

86  Christerfield  Bassford. 

87  Squire  Wilson. 

88  F.  M.  Simson. 

89  Joseph  Williams. 

90  Bennet  F.  Neal. 

91  Decatur  Malory. 

92  King  Coker. 

93  P.  F.  Messer. 

94  Green  Leak. 

95  Jesse  Grant. 

96  George  Robinson,  2d. 

97  Robert  McDaniel. 

98  Moses  Dykes. 

99  Jerry  Webb. 

100  John  P.  McDaniel. 

101  Joe  Thoms. 

102  Ben  Thomas. 

103  Daniel  Neal. 

104  Anderson  Parramoro. 

105  J.  T.  Neal. 


106  Tobe  Edwards. 

107  J.  W.  Bassford. 

108  William  Anderson. 

109  John  Whiddon. 

110  Elisha  McAllister. 

111  F.P.Hamilton. 

112  8.  M.  Dunwoody. 

113  John  Freeman. 

114  Charles  C.  Owens. 

115  Amos  Humphries(8worD.) 

116  William  Hoskins. 

117  A.  Lewis. 

118  Moses  Pope. 

119  Washington  Rhody. 

120  J.  E.  Stripling. 

121  James  Rogers. 

122  F.M.Sims. 

12:^  Louis  Williams. 

124  Adam  Fason. 

125  John  Howel  (sworn.) 

126  H.W.Neal. 

127  Daniel  Stephens. 

128  B.H.Neal. 

129  Robert  Thomas. 

130  Frank  Langley. 

140  Claewbom  NichilsoD. 

141  Henry  Green. 

142  Mack  Barkley. 

143  Ed.  Travis. 

144  Solomon  Haines. 

145  EUIb  Chavies  (sworn.) 

146  Gray  Nelluns. 

147  J.  E.  Malory. 

148  Nelson  Nellans. 

149  J.  C.  Robinson. 

150  Jerry  Pope. 

151  Samuel  W.  Rains. 

152  Nathan  Freeman. 

153  Buck  Lewis. 

154  Floyd  Cummins. 

155  Isaac  Cobb. 

156  John  B.  Owens. 

157  Patrick  Whiddon. 

158  John  Justice. 

159  Ad.  Borrdun. 

160  William  Sherman. 

161  T.  A.  Parramore. 

162  Moses  Daughtry. 

163  George  Robinson. 

164  Stev.  Cobb. 

165  George  W.  Roberts. 

166  Peter  Baker  (sworn.) 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

I,  J.  M.  Staley,  clerk  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  poll-list  and  oaths  of  clerk  and 
inspectors,  as  returned  by  the  inspectors  from  Port  Jackson  precinct  with  the  ballot- 
box,  and  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Marianna,  Fla.,  this 
22d  November,  1876. 

J.  W.  STALEY, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Jackson  County. 

AFFIDAVITS  OF  QUIET  ELECTIONS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 
Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  jud^e  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  J. 


W.  Selman,  who  was  appointed  as  an  inspector  of  the  election  held  on  the  7th  of 
present  month  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  County  for  the  precinct  known 
as  Port  Jackson  ;  that  he  was  duly  sworn  and  acted  as  one  of  said  inspectors  at  said 
precinct ;  that  said  election  was  quiet  and  peaceable;  nothing  done  by  word,  deed,  or 
gesture  to  intimidate  any  voter  at  said  precinct  that  I  know  of.  There  was  no  votes 
cast  by  Georgians  or  Alabamians  that  I  know  of;  know  of  no  undue  influence  used 
by  either  party  to  influence  voters.  The  polls  were  duly  opened  about  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
and  closed  at  sunset.  The  counting  and  returns  of  votes  as  made  to  clerk  of  circuit 
court  and  judge  of  probate  was  correct. 

JOHN  W.  SELMAN. 
Sworn  before  me  November  20,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  State  and  county,  per^n- 
ally  appeared  Isaac  C.  Robinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  is  a  cit- 
izen of  Jackson  County,  and  State  of  Florida,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  said  State  and 
county  for  forty  years,  and  has  lived  in  four  miles  of  Port  Jackson,  the  precinct  known 
by  that  name,  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  present  at  said  precinct  at  the  election  held 
there  on  the  7th  instant  as  an  elector  and  as  justice  of  the  peace ;  he  swore  in  some 
of  the  inspectors.  I  remained  at  the  polls  during  the  day  until  the  polls  was  closed. 
The  voting  waa  regular  and  the  election  quiet.  I  saw  nothing  that  indicated  anything 
like  intimidation  either  by  words,  acts,  or  gesture ;  every  one  appeared  to  vote  as  they 
pleased.  There  was  no  voters  who  lived  in  Georgia  or  Alabama  that  cast  their  votes 
at  said  precinct  to  my  knowledge.  There  was  two  United  States  supervisors  and  two 
or  one  United  States  deputy  marshals  present ;  I  don't  remember  exactly.  Election 
appeared  fair  in  every  respect. 

J.  C.  ROBINSON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Sworn  before  me  November  21, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

AFFIDAVITS  AS   TO  PORT  JACKSON. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Moses  Dykes,  a  justice  of  peace,  who  was  present  at 
Port  Jackson,  at  the  election  on  the  7th  instant.  1  swore  in  some  of  inspectors ;  the 
election  was  fair  and  peaceable,  as  far  as  I  saw  ;  no  intimidation  by  words,  threats,  or 
acts ;  no  Georgians  or  Alabamians  present  that  I  know  of,  and  I  knew  nearly  all  the 
white  voters.  » 

MOSES  DYKES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Sworn  before  me  November  23, 1876. ' 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  John  Wesley  Robinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he 
was  duly  appointed  as  a  United  States  supervisor  for  the  precinct  known  as  Port  Jack- 
son, in  said  county ;  that  he  was  qualified  as  said  supervisor,  and  acted  as  such.  Said 
election  was  fair  and  quiet  as  far  as  I  know ;  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or 
gesture  that  I  know  of,  and  no  undue  influence  used  that  I  know  of  to  influence  the 
votes  of  any  one.  I  was  present  from  opening  until  polls  were  closed  and  votes  counted. 
Election  was  on  the  7th  of  this  month. 

J.  W.  ROBINSON. 
Sworn  before  me  November  22, 1876 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Coanty : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  MiltoD,  connty  jud^e  of  Jackson  Coanty,  personally  appeared 
Hinton  J.  Watson,  James  £.  Malory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  they 
were  present  at  Port  Jackson,  an  election-precinct  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day 
of  the  present  month,  and  said  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet ;  nothing  said  to  intim- 
idate any  voter  except  by  some  republican  colored  men,  who  said  any  colored  man 
who  voted  the  democrat  ticket  they  would  either  kill  them  or  compel  them  to  move 
oat  of  neighborhood ;  and  we  think  their  remarks  may  have  influenced  some  par- 
ties to  vote  against  the  democratic  nominee ;  otherwise  nothing  to  intimidate  by  word, 
action,  or  gesture. 

H.  J.  WATSON. 
JAS.  MALORY. 

Sworn  before  me  November  22, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackaon  Coanty. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Coanty : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Ar- 
thur Lewis,  an  elector  of  Jackson  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
he  was  present  at  the  election  held  at  Port  Jackson  on  the  7th  dav  of  November,  A 
D.  1876.  That  said  election  passed  off  quietly.  There  was  no  intimidation  by  threats, 
words,  or  action  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  one  that  deponent  knowa  of.  The  ballot- 
box  was  in  full  view  of  the  voters  daring  the  election,  and  the  inspectors,  clerk,  and 
supervisors,  and  deputy  United  States  marshals  did  their  duty  as  far  as  deponent  knows, 
and  said  deponent  was  present  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the  polls. 

A.  L£WIS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  20th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

♦  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  connty  judge  of  Jackson  County,  appeared  T.  A.  Parramore, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  appointed  and  qualified  as  a  United  States  inspector 
for  the  precinct  known  as  Port  Jackson,  in  said  connty.  That  I  was  present  at  the  open- 
ing and  closing  of  the  polls.  That  the  election  was  quiet ;  no  intimidation  by  threats, 
words,  or  acts  that  I  know  of  to  influence  the  votes  or  voting  of  any  one.  There  was 
no  citizens  of  Georgia  or  Alabama  that  voted  to  my  knowledge,  only  citizens  of  Jack- 
son Connty,  Florida.  I  have  been  living  in  this  neighborhood  of  Port  Jackson  abont 
nine  years. 

T.  A.  PARRAMORE, 
United  States  Supervisor. 

Sworn  before  me  November  21, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

Coanty  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Coanty : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  coanty  judge  of  Jackson  Coanty,  personally  appeared 
Charles  M.  Compton,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  was  appointed  as  an 
inspector  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  Coanty  for  the  precinct  known  as 
Port  Jackson,  in  said  coanty,  and  was  duly  sworn  to  act  as  such ;  that  he  was  present 
at  said  polls  from  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  until  said  polls  were  closed  at  sunset ;  said  elec- 
tion was  fair  and  quiet ;  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  gesture  that  I  know  of; 
every  one  seemed  to  vote  as  they  pleased.  The  returns  of  said  election  was  fairly  made 
up  and  signed  as  per  instruction,  and  forwarded  to  the  judge  of  county  court  and  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Jackson  Connty  and  State  of  Florida. 

C.  M.  COMPTON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Isaac  Cobb  and  George  Robinson,  George  Robinson,  2d,  Guy  Nelons,  Edward  Travis, 
Green  Allen,  Adam  Pharen,  colored  citizens  of  Jackson  County  and  electors  in  said 
county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  they  were  present  at  Port  Jackson,  a 
precinct  in  said  county,  at  the  election  on  the  7th  instant ;  that  said  election  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORT  JACKSON  PRECINCT.  219 

peaceable  and  quiet,  and  nothing  done  or  said  that  we  know  of  to  intimidate  or  in- 
lluence  unjustly  the  vote  of  any  one  ;  every  one  voted  as  they  saw  proper.  The  polls 
was  closed  about  sunset ;  the  ballot-box  was  open  to  the  view  of  the  voters* 

ISAAC  COBB,  his  x  mark. 

GEORGE  ROBINSON,  his  x  mark. 

GEORGE  ROBINSON,  2d,  his  xmark. 

GUY  NELONS,  his  x  mark. 

EDWARD  TRAVIS,  his  x  mark. 

GREEN  ALLEN,  his  x  mark. 

ADAM  PHAREN,  his  x  mark. 


Sworn  before  me  22d  November,  1676. 


W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Jndge,  Jackson  County. 


A  CEUTIFICATE  OF  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  William  G.  Robinson,  of  Jackson  County,  Florida,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  John  Barklev,  the  person 
which  is  claimed  made  an  affidavit  that  he  appeared  to  vote  at  said  election  at  the 
precinct  known  as  Port  Jackson,  in  Jackson  County,  but  was  refused  the  same ;  that 
said  John  Barkley  left  Jackson  County  several  years  ago  with  his  wife,  who  was 
charged  with  larceny  ;  that  said  John  Barkley  did  not  return  to  said  county  but  a 
short  time  before  said  election,  to  wit,  much  less  time  than  one  year. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  election  held  at  precinct  known  as  Port  Jaokson  was 
at  the  usual  place  where  the  election  has  been  conducted  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
in  the  only  house  where  said  election  could  have  been  held ;  that  the  said  John  Bark- 
ley is  a  man  of  bad  character  and  totally  unworthy  of  credit  or  belief,  and  from  his 
general  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  among  his  neighbors  he  would  not  believe 
nim  upon  his  oath.  That  said  Green  Bull,  who  it  is  claimed  made  a  similar  affidavit  to 
that  of  John  Barkley,  was  a  fugitive  from  justice,  having  been  indicted  in  circuit 
court  of  Jackson  County  for  a  felony  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  fled  to  parts  unknown. 

This  deponent  further  says  Crump  Buie,  who  made  affidavit  respecting  Campbellton 
precinct,  told  this  deponent  in  city  of  Tallahassee,  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  that  he 
was  paid  by  the  republican  party  one  dollar  per  day  for  being  here,  and  fed  well. 
Crump  Buie  is  the  same  person  who  made  affidavit  with  one  Martin  McKay  that  they 
heard  some  person  In  store  at  Campbellton  when  ballot-box  was  left  in  said  store  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  inspectors. 

W.  G.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  t5  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

REJECTED  VOTERS. 

state  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss  : 

Before  me,  C.  H  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
I>eared  Budd|Jones  and  Mansfield  Smith,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
sa^s,  each  for  himself,  that  I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  county  ana  State  afore- 
said ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876, 1  attended  the  election  held  at  precinct 
No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county,  and  attempted  to  vote,  by  presenting  my  ballot 
to  the  board  of  inspectors  at  the  said  election,  who  refused  me  the  privilege  of  voting, 
informing  me  that  I  had  been  convicted  and  was  not  eligible  as  a  voter.  Deponents 
further  say,  that  I  have  never  been  convicted  of  any  crime,  neither  have  I  been  im- 
prisoned for  any  crime  committed  in  this  or  any  other  State ;  deponents  further  say 
that  my  name  appears  on  the  registration-list  of  the  said  county. 

BUDD  JONES,  his  x  mark. 

MANSFIELD  SMITH. 
Witness:  Z.  T.  Tidball. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  large. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Peter  Mayner,  Green  Bull,  King  Kary,  and  John  Barkley,  each  of  whom,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  seventh  day 
of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson  in  said  county,  and  attempted  to 
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vote  by  preseDtiug  my  ballot  to  Braxton  Gilbert,  one  of  the  board  of  inspectors;  de- 
ponents further  say  that  I  was  told  by  the  board  of  inspectors  that  I  was  not  regis- 
tered and  conld  not  vote,  and  the  said  board  of  inspectors  then  and  there  refused  to 
allow  me  to  vote ;  deponents  further  say  that  I  am  a  registered  voter  of  said  county, 
and  my  name  fnlly  appears  on  the  registration  of  said  county.  And  further  deponents 
saith  not. 

PETER  MAYNER,  his  x  mark. 

GREEN  BULL,  his  x  mark. 

KING  KARY,  his  x  mark. 

JOHN  BARKLEY,  bis  x  mark. 
Witness:  Z.  L.  Tidball. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23th  day  of  November,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS. 
Notary  Public,  State  at  large. 

REJECTED  VOTES  AT  PORT  JACKSON. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss : 

Before  me,  Samuel  Walker,  county  judge  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid, 
personally  appeared  William  T.  Henderson,  Zan  L.  Tidball,  and  William  C.  Cooper, 
each  of  whom,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  eaoh  for  himself,  that  I  was  at  the  hoase 
of  J.  W.  Robinson,  near  Port  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid, 
on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  I  then  and  there  saw  Peter  Maynor,  Green 
Bull,  King  Karey,  John  Borkley,  Budd  Jones,  and  Mansfield  Smith  make  affidavit  to 
the  e£fect  that  they  attempted  to  vote  and  that  their  votes  were  refused  at  the  Port 
Jackson  precinct  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  the  said  county 
of  Jackson  ;  that  at  the  time  the  said  affidavit  was  made  the  aforesaid  affiants,  Peter 
Maynor,  Green  Bull,  King  Kary«  John  Barkley,  Budd  Jones,  and  Mansfield  Smith,  said 
that  they  were  republicans  and  that  the  tickets  they  offered  for  voting  at  the  said  Port 
Jackson  precinct,  bnt  which  were  refused,  were  republican  tickets,  containing  in  fall 
the  names  of  all  of  the  republican  candidates  for  the  several  offices  at  that  time  to  be 
filled,  and  further  deponents  saith  not. 

WM.  T.  HENDERSON. 

ZAN  L.  TIDBALL. 

W.  C.  COOPER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAMUEL  WALKER, 
County  Judge,  Leon  County,  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me,  Samuel  Walker,  county  jndffe  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid, 
personally  appeared  Charles  H.  Edwards,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  the  notary  public  who  took  the  affidavits  of  Peter  Maynor,  Green  Bull,  Kary, 
John  Barkley,  Budd  Jones,  and  Mansfield  Smith,  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  of 
State  canvassers ;  that  by  inadvertence  the  said  affidavits  do  not  contain  a  statement 
of  the  politics  of  the  said  affiants  above  named,  but  he  heard  the  said  affiants  say  at  the 
time  or  making  their  said  affidavits  that  they  were  republicans,  and  that  the  tickets 
they  offered  for  voting  at  the  Port  Jackson  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  in  said 
State,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  but  which  were  refused,  were  republieao 
tickets,  containing  in  full  the  names  of  all  the  republican  candidates  for  the  seTeral 
offices  at  that  time  to  be  filled. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAMUEL  WALKER, 
County  Judge,  Leon  County,  Florida. 

THE  SITUATION  OF  THE  BALTX)T-BOX. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Braxton  Gilbert,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly- 
qi\^ified  elector  of  said  county ;  that  he  resides  on  nis  own  property,  about  four  milei 
southwest  from  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county ;  that  he  was  appointed,  qualified,  and 
served  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876, 
at  precinct  No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county.  Deponent  further  says  that  the 
board  of  inspectors  of  said  election  consisted  of  C.  M.  Compton,  J.  W.  Sellman,  and 
this  deponent,  with  Richard  Lewis  as  clerk ;  that  Compton,  Sellers,  and  Lewis  afore- 
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said  were  democrats,  and  this  deponeDt  a  repablican.  Deponent  farther  says  that  the 
election  at  said  precinct  was  held  in  a  room  used  as  a  bed-room  by  C.  M.  Compton, 
aforesaid,  in  the  same  building  where  the  said  Compton  keeps  his  store.  Deponent 
further  says  that  the  ballot-box  was  placed  on  a  bench  about  two  and  a  half  feet  in 
height,  situated  about  six  feet  from  the  window  toward  the  center  of  the  room,  and  out 
of  sight  of  the  voters ;  the  ballots  were  received  through  the  window,  the  sill  of  which 
was  about  seven  feet  high  from  the  ground  where  the  voters  stood  to  vote.  Deponent 
further  says  that  he  sat  at  the  window  and  received  the  ballots  from  the  voters  and 
delivered  them  to  J.  W.  Sellman,  inspector  aforesaid.  Deponent  further  says  that  the 
polls  were  proclaimed  closed  about  sundown,  and  they  immediately  commenced  to 
canvass  the  votes  by  taking  the  tickets,  one  at  a  time,  from  the  ballot-box,  unfolding 
it,  and  announcing  the  names  of  the  candidates  thereon.  After  continuing  to  do  so  for 
the  space  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  Richard  Lewis,  clerk  of  the  said  election,  remarked 
that  he  was  hungry,  and  proposed  that  the  board  adjourn  for  supper ;  that  imme- 
diately thereafter  supper  was  brought  into  the  room,  and  this  deponent  and  Wesley 
Robinson,  supervisor  of  said  election  for  the  republicans,  then  left  and  went  out  of 
doors,  and  walked  a  few  steps  from  the  building,  remaining  out  five  or  ten  minutes, 
when  deponent's  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  republican  in  the 
room  witn  the  ballot-box,  by  one  George  Robinson,  a  republican.  Deponent  thereupon 
returned  to  the  room  and  found  C.  M.  Compton,  J.  W.  Sellman,  and  Richard  Lewis, 
aforesaid,  in  the  room  and  eating  supper ;  that  no  other  persons  were  present  in  said 
room.  Deponent  further  says  that  when  supper  was  finished  the  canvass  of  the  votes 
was  continued  until  completed.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  ballots  were  not  counted 
by  the  inspectors  prior  to  canvassing  the  votes,  and  no  comparison  was  made  by  the 
said  inspectors  of  the  number  of  bulots  found  in  the  box  with  the  number  of  names 
that  appeared  on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk.  Deponent  further  says  that  after  the 
canvass  was  completed  he  remarked  that  he  thought  the  ballots  ought  to  be  placed 
back  in  the  ballot-box,  but  it  was  not  done,  and  the  ballots  were  left  scattered  about 
the  room ;  and,  further,  the  deponent  says  that  during  the  canvass  of  the  votes  Rich- 
ard Lewis,  clerk  aforesaid,  was  the  only  person  who  Icept  a  tally  of  the  votes  until 
the  canvass  was  nearly  completed,  when  C.  M.  Compton  commenced  to  tally  on  another 
sheet,  while  Mr.  Lewis,  the  clerk,  was  engaged  in  computation  of  the  tally  he 
bad  kept  up  to  that  time.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  did  not,  during  the  election 
aforesaid,  examine  the  clerk's  poll-list,  neither  did  he  hear  it  announced  how  many 
names  there  were  on  said  poll-list,  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

BRAXTON  GILBERT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared J.  W.  Robinson,  who,  being  diUy  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  appointed, 
qualified,  and  served  as  supervisor  of  election  at  precinct  No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson,  during 
the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  he  was  in  the  room  with 
the  board  of  inspectors  from  the  opening  of  the  pioUs  until  closing  of  the  same,  and 
until  the  canvass  of  the  votes  was  completed,  except  for  a  few  minutes  during  the 
adjournment  for  supper.  Deponent  farther  says  that  the  statements  set  forth  m  the 
foregoing  afiidavit  signed  by  Braxton  Gilbert,  except  those  statements  appertaining 
personally  to  the  said  Gilbert,  are  to  his  own  knowledge  true  and  correct  in  every 
particular ;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  W.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Pablic,  State  at  Large. 

PEACl^lDLE   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  John  Westly  Robinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
he  was  duly  appointed  as  a  United  States  supervisor  for  the  precinct  known  as  Port 
Jackson, in  said  county;  that  he  was  qualified  aH  said  supervisor,  and  acted  as  such. 
Said  election  was  fair  and  quiet  as  far  as  I  know ;  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words, 
or  gesture  that  I  know  of,  and  no  undue  influence  used  that  I  know  of  to  influence  the 
votes  of  any  one.  I  was  present  from  opening  until  polls  were  closed  and  votes  counted. 
Election  was  on  the  7th  of  this  month. 

J.  W.  ROBINSON. 
Sworn  to  before  me  November  22,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  ooanty  jadge  of  Jackson  Conn ty,  personally  appeared 
Isaac  Cobb  and  George  Robinson,  George  Robinson,  2d,  C^rge  Nelson,  Edward  Travis, 
Green  Allen,  Adam  Pbaro,  colored  citizens  of  Jackson  County  and  electors  in  said 
connty,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  they  were  present  at  Port  Jackson,  a 
precinct  in  said  connty,  at  the  election  on  the  7th  instant ;  that  said  election  waa 
peaceable  and  just,  and  nothing  done  or  said  that  we  know  of  to  intimidate  or  indaence 
unjustly  the  vote  of  any  one.  Every  one  voted  as  thej'  saw  proper.  The  poll  was 
closed  about  sunset.    The  ballot-box  was  opened  to  the  view  of  the  voters. 

ISAAC  COBB,  his  x  mark. 

GEORGE  ROBINSON,  his  x  mark. 

GEORGE  ROBINSON,  2d,  his  x  mark. 

GEORGE  NELSON,  his  x  mark. 

EDWARD  HARRIS,  his  x  mark. 

GREEN  ALLEN,  his  x  mark. 

ADAM  PHARO,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  22d  November,  1S76. 

[SEAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON. 

County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Charles  M.  Comptom,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  was  appointed  as 
an  inspector  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  County  for  the  precinct  known 
as  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county,  and  duly  sworn  to  act  as  such ;  that  he  was  present 
at  said  poll  from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  until  said  polls  were  closed  at  sunsets  Said  election 
was  fair  and  quiet.  No  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  gesture  that  I  know  of 
Every  one  seemed  to  vote  as  they  pleased.  The  return  of  said  election  was  fairly 
made  up,  signed  as  per  instructions,  and  forwarded  to  the  judge  of  connty  court  and 
clerk  01  the  circuit  court  of  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida. 

C.  M.  COMPTON. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge  Jackson  County. 
State  of  Horida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  judge  of  Jackson  Connty,  appeared  T.  A.  Parramore,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  appointed  and  qualified  as  a  United  States  inspector  for 
the  precinct  known  as  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county ;  that  he  was  present  at  the  opening 
and  closing  of  the  polls ;  that  the  election  was  qniet ;  no  intimidation  by  threats, 
words,  or  oaths  that  I  know  of  to  influence  the  vote  or  voting  of  any  one.  There  were 
no  citizens  of  Georgia  or  Alabama  that  voted  to  my  knowledge ;  only  citizens  of  Jack- 
son County,  Florida.  I  have  been  living  in  the  neighborh<K>d  of  Port  Jackson  aboot 
nine  years. 

T.  A.  PARRAMORE, 
United  States  Supervisor. 
Sworn  before  me  November  21,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Arthur 
Lewis,  an  elector  of  Jackson  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  was 
present  at  the  election  held  at  Port  Jackson  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876; 
that  said  election  passed  off  quietly;  there  was  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words, or 
violence  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  one  that  this  deponent  knows  of:  the  ballot-box 
was  in  full  view  of  the  voters  during  the  election,  and  the  inspectors,  clerk,  and  super- 
visors, and  deputy  United  States  marshals  did  their  duty  as  far  as  deponent  knows, 
and  said  deponent  was  present  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the  polls. 

A.  LEWIS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  20th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

PEACEABLE  AND  QUIET  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Connty  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Hin- 
ton  J.  Watson  and  James  E.  Maloy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  they  were 
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present  at  Port  Jackson,  an  election-precinct  in  Jackson  Coanty,  on  ttie  7tb  day  of  the 
present  month,  and  said  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet ;  nothing  said  to  intimidate 
any  voter  except  by  some  republican  colored  men,  who  said  any  colored  men  who  voted 
the  democratic  ticket  they  would  either  kill  them  or  compel  them  to  move  out  of  the 
nei ji^hborhood ;  and  we  think  these  remarks  may  have  influenced  some  parties  to  vote 
against  the  democratic  nominee;  otherwise  nothing  to  intimidate, by  word,  action,  or 
gestore. 

H.  J.  WATSON. 

JAMES  E.  MALOY. 

Sworn  before  me  November  22, 1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge,  Jackson  County.  ^ 

didn't  know  of  GEORGIANS  OR  ALABAMIANS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  John 
W.  Selman,  who  was  appointed  as  inspector  of  the  election  held  on  the  7th  of  present 
month  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  County  for  the  precinct  known  as  Port 
Jackson  ;  that  he  was  duly  sworn  and  acted  as  one  of  said  inspectors  at  said  precinct ; 
that  said  election  was  quiet  and  peaceable,  nothing  done  by  word,  deed,  or  gesture  to 
intimidate  any  voter  at  said  precinct  that  I  know  of ;  there  was  no  votes  cast  by  Geor- 
gians or  Alabamians  that  I  know  of;  no  undue  influence  used  by  either  party  to  influ- 
ence votes ;  the  polls  were  duly  opened  about  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  sunset ; 
the  oonnting  and  returns  of  votes  as  made  to  clerk  of  circuit  court  and  judge  of  pro- 
bate was  correct. 

JOHN  W.  SELMAN. 

Sworn  before  me  November  20, 1876. 

[SKAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge  of  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  State  and  county,  person- 
ally appeared  Isaac  C.  Robinson,  who«  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  is  a  citi- 
zen of  Jackson  County,  and  State  of  Florida,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  said  State  and 
county  for  forty  years,  andjtias  lived  in  four  miles  of  Port  Jackson,  the  precinct  known 
by  that  name  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  present  at  said  precinct  at  the  election  held 
there  on  the  7th  instant  as  an  elector,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace  be  swore  in  some  of 
the  inspectors.  I  remained  at  the  polls  during  the  day  until  the  polls  was  closed. 
The  v^oting  was  regular,  and  the  election  quiet.  I  saw  nothing  that  indicated  any- 
thing like  intimidation,  either  by  words,  oaths,  or  gesture.  Every  one  appeared  to 
vote  as  they  pleased.  There  was  no  voters  who  lived  in  Georgia  or  Alabama  that  cast 
their  votes  at  said  precinct  to  my  knowledge.  There  was  two  United  States  super- 
visors and  two  or  one  United  States  deputy  marshals  present ;  I  don't  remember  ex- 
actly.   Election  appeared  fair  in  every  respect. 

J.  C.  ROBINSON, 
A  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 
County  Judge  of  Jackson  County,  Fla. 

Stats  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Moses  Dykes,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  was  present 
at  Port  Jackson  at  the  election  on  the  7th  instant.  I  swore  in  some  of  the  inspectors. 
The  election  was  fair  and  peaceable  as  far  as  I  saw ;  no  intimidation  by  words,  threats, 
or  oaths;  no  Georgians  or  Alabamians  present  that  I  know  of,  and  I  know  nearly  all 
the  white  voters. 

MOSES  DYKES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Sworn  before  me  November  23, 1876. 
[SEAL]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

AN  INSPECTOR  TOO  LATE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  H.  Milton,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  State  and  county, 
L.  C.  Armistead,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
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1876,  he  attended  the  election  at  Sneed's  store,  in  said  State  and  connty,  as  a  Toter. 
That  the  polls  had  been  opened  when  he  reached  there  abont  nine  o'clock.  That 
William  R.  Rohinson  did  not  appear  there  till  atter  I  reached  there.  That  I  remained 
on  the  gronnd  till  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  voting  appeared  pretty  much  over.  That 
while  I  was  there  everybody  was  peacefal  and  qniet.  I  am  confident  there  was  no  in- 
timidation or  any  effort  at  intimidation ;  every  one  deposited  their  ballots  freely  and 
volnntarily.  The  election  was  cooduoted  in  a  most  fair  and  orderly  manner,  and  free 
from  all  frandor  nn  fairness. 

L.  C.  ARMISTEAD. 

Sworn  before  me  this  IGth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
Jodge,  Jackson  County,  Florida. 

REJECTED  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Budd  Jones  and  Mansfield  Smith,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
savs,  each  for  himself,  that  I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  county  and  State  afore- 
said ;  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876, 1  attended  the  election  held  at  precinct 
No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson,  in  said  countv,  and  attempted  to  Yote  by  presenting  my  ballot 
to  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  said  election,  who  refused  me  the  privilege  of  voting, 
informing  me  that  I  had  been  convicted  and  was  not  eligible  as  a  voter.  Deponents 
further  say  I  never  have  been  convicted  of  any  crime,  neither  have  I  been  imprisooed 
for  any  crime  committed  in  this  or  any  other  State.  Deponents  further  say  that  my 
name  appears  on  the  registration-list  of  the  said  connty. 

BUDb  JONES,  his  x  mark. 
MANSFIELD  SMITH,  his  x  mark. 

Witness:  Z.  L.  Tidbaix. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2dth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

didn't    know    any   GEORGIANS  OR  ALABAMIANS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  appeared  I.  P.  King, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  appointed  and  (][ualified  as  a  United  States  super 
visor  for  uie  precinct  known  as  Sneed's  precinct  in  said  county.  That  I  was  present  at 
the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls ;  that  the  election  was  quiet;  no  intimidation  by 
threats,  words,  or  acts,  that  I  know  of,  to  influence  the  vote  or  voting  of  any  one. 
There  were  no  citizens  of  Georgia  or  Alabama  that  voted  to  my  knowledge,  only  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  County,  Florida.  I  have  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Soeed's  store 
abont  ten  years;  I  am  forty  years  old ;  and  I  consider  it  as  peaceable  election  as  I 
ever  attended;  no  undue  influence  used  to  affect  the  votes  of  any  one. 

L  P.  KING. 
Sworn  before  me  November  22d,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

Connty  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Connty : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Zack.  T. 
Passamore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of 
Jackson  County  as  one  of  the  inspectors  for  the  election  which  took  place  on  the  7tht 
and  that  he  was  duly  sworn  and  acted  as  such  with  Jesse  J.  Williams,  the  other  in- 
spector appointed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners ;  that  the  other,  David  Neal, 
did  not  arrive  there  until  after  8  a.  m.,  and  the  electors  present  elected  R.  E.  Fanist 
to  act  as  the  third  inspector ;  said  election  was  quiet  and  peaceable ;  no  intimidation 
by  words,  threats,  or  acts  that  I  know  of;  everv  voter  voted  as  he  pleased,  as  £ar  as  my 
knowledge  goes ;  the  number  of  votes  shown  oy  the  precinct  returns  to  the  clerk  of 
circuit  court  and  county  judge  were  correct,  and  show  the  number  of  votes  cast  and 
how  and  who  for ;  no  violence  and  improper  means  resorted  to  to  secure  votes ;  no  cit- 
izen of  Georgia  or  Alabama  voted  that  I  know  of. 

Z.  T.  PASSAMORE. 

Sworn  to  this  2l8t  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 
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NO  DEMOCRATIC  DISTURBANCE. 

State  of  Florida^  Jackson  Coanty : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  jnstice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  coanty,  per- 
sonally came  Green  Leadbetter  and  Henry  Matthis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
they  attended  the  election  at  Sneed's  Store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  voted  there.  That  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peace- 
able, quiet,  and  free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats.  The 
election  at  said  precinct  was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  fraud ;  every  one  voted 
as  he  desired  on  the  day  of  election.    We  are  colored  men. 

GREEN  LEADBETTER,  his  x  mark. 

HENRY  MArrHlS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  the  2l3t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Horida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  P.  R.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  State  and  county,  per- 
sonally came  Mitchel  Sauders,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  attended  the  elec 
tion  at  Sneed^s  store,  in  Jackson  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and 
voted  the  republican  ticket.  That  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  peaceable,  quiet, 
and  free  from  disturbance  in  any  way  on  the  part  of  the  democrats.  The  election  at 
said  precinct  was  free  from  intimidation  and  from  fraud ;  every  one  voted  as  he 
desired  on  the  day  of  election.    I  am  a  colored  man. 

MITCHEL  SANDERS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

P.  R.  GREEN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TIIK  CANVASS  OP  THE  VOTE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Brackston  Gilbert,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly- 
qu^ified  elector  of  said  county ;  that  he  resides  on  his  own  property,  about  four  miles 
southwesD  from  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county ;  that  he  was  appointed,  qualified,  and 
served  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876, 
at  precinct  No.  6  at  Port  Jackson,  in  said  county. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspectors  of  said  election  consisted  of  C. 
M.  Compton,  J.  W.  Sellman,  and  this  deponent,  with  Richard  Lewis  as  clerk;  that 
Compton,  Sellman,  and  Lewis  aforesaid  were  democrats,  and  this  deponent  a  republi- 
can. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  election  at  said  precinct  was  held  in  a  room  used  as 
a  bed-room  by  C.  M.  Compton  aforesaid,  in  the  same  building  where  the  said  Compton 
keeps  his  store. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  ballot-box  was  placed  on  a  bench  two  and  a  half  feet 
in  height,  situated  about  six  feet  from  the  window,  toward  the  center  of  the  room,  and 
out  01  sight  of  the  voters.  The  ballots  were  received  through  the  window,  the  sill  of 
which  was  about  seven  feet  high  from  the  ground  where  the  voters  stood  to  vote. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  sat  at  the  window  and  received  the  ballots  from  the 
voters,  and  delivered  them  to  J.  W.  Sellman,  inspector  aforesaid. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  polls  were  proclaimed  closed  about  sundown,  and 
immediately  commenced  to  canvass  the  vot«,  by  taking  the  tickets  one  at  a  time  from 
the  ballot-box,  unfolding  it,  and  announcing  the  name  of  the  candidates  thereon.  After 
continuing  to  do  so  for  the  space  of  ten  or  mteen  minutes,  Richard  Lewis,  clerk  of  the 
said  election,  remarked  that  he  was  hungry,  and  proposed  that  the  board  adjourn  for 
supper ;  that  immediately  thereafter  supper  was  brought  into  the  room,  and  this  depo- 
nent and  Wesley  Robinson,  supervisor  of  said  election  for  the  republicans,  then  left  and 
went  out  of  doors,  and  walked  a  few  steps  from  the  building,  remaining  out  five  or 
ten  minutes,  when  deponent's  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  repub- 
lican in  the  room  with  the  ballot-box  but  one  George  Robinson,  a  republican.  Depo- 
nent thereupon  returned  to  the  room,  and  found  C.  M.  Compton,  J.  W.  Sellman,  and 
Richard  Lewis  aforesaid  in  the  room,  and  eating  supper;  that  no  other  persons  were 
present  in  said  room. 

Deponent  further  says  that  when  supper  was  finished  the  canvass  of  the  votes  was 
continued  until  completed. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  ballots  were  not  counted  by  the  inspectors  prior  to 
canvassing  the  votes,  and  no  comparison  was  made  by  the  said  inspectors  of  the  num- 
ber of  baUots  found  in  the  box  with  the  number  of  names  that  appeared  on  the  poll- 
list  kept  by  the  clerk. 

15  FLA* 
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Deponent  further  says  thftt  after  the  canvass  was  completed  he  remarked  that  he 
thought  th«  ballots  ought  to  be  placed  back  in  the  ballot-box;  but  it  was  not  done, 
and  the  ballots  were  left  soattei^  about  the  room ;  and  further,  the  deponent  says 
that  during  the  canvass  of  the  votes  Richard  Lewis,  clerk  aforesaid,  was  the  only  per> 
son  who  kept  a  tally  of  the  votes  until  the  canvass  was  nearly  completed,  when  C.  M. 
Compton  commenced  to  tally  on  another  sheeti  while  Mr.  Lewis,  the  clerk,  engaged  m 
making  computations  of  the  tally  he  had  kept  up  to  that  time. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  did  not  during  the  election  aforesaid  examine  the 
clerk's  poll-list ;  neither  did  he  hear  it  announc^  how  many  names  there  were  on  said 
poll-list ;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

BBACKSTON  GILBERT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2dth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
LSEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  Stat«  of  Florida ,  personally  appeared 
J.  W.  Robinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  appoint^,  qaaU 
ified,  and  served  as  supervisor  of  election  at  precinct  No.  6,  at  Port  Jackson,  daring 
the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  he  was  in  the  room  with 
the  board  of  inspectors  from  the  opening  of  the  polls  until  the  closing  of  the  said, 
and  until  the  canvass  of  the  votes  was  completed,  except  for  a  few  minutes  during  the 
adjournment  for  supper.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  statements  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing  affidavits  signed  by  Brackston  Gilbert,  except  thote  statements  appertaining 
personally  to  the  said  Gilbert,  are  to  his  own  knowledge  true  and  correct  in  every  par- 
ticular ;  and  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  W.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

OBJECTION  TO  NEAL^S  LANDING. 

The  pretended  election  at  Neal's  Landing,  precinct  No.  5,  Jackson  County,  Florida, 
held  November  7, 1876,  for  Representative  in  Congress,  presidential  electors,  and  State 
and  county  officers,  and  the  returns  thereof,  are  contested  and  objected  to  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  to  wit : 

1.  Because  of  the  palpable  manifestation  of  fraudulent  intent  and  action  on  the  part 
of  the  majority  of  the  officers  of  election  at  said  precinct,  they  being  democrats ;  that 
is  to  say,  requiring  each  voter  to  give  his  ballot  to  a  person  perched  in  a  window*  six 
feet  from  the  ground,  where  the  voter  was  compelled  to  stand  when  in  the  act  of  voting 
while  the  box  was  inside  the  house,  below  the  sill  of  the  receiving- window ;  by  which 
contrivance  the  box  was  concealed  all  day  from  the  public,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
the  voter  to  see  what  became  of  his  ballot  after  its  delivery.  All  which  appears  by 
the  affidavits  of  Z.  T.  Parramore,  John  Humphries,  and  John  Hartsfield  and  four  others, 
herewith  exhibited. 

2.  Because  the  inspectors,  with  the  clerk  of  election,  after  the  polls  were  proclaimed 
closed,  left  the  room  and  bnilding  in  which  the  election  had  been  held,  leaving  the  bal- 
lot-box unsealed  and  exposed,  and  wholly  without  care  of  any  person ;  and  half  an 
hour  afterward  the  inspectors  returned  and  began  the  canvass,  without  first  counting 
the  ballots,  and  without  comparing  the  number  of  ballots  with  the  number  of  names 
on  the  poll- list  kept  by  the  clerk  ;  as  appears  by  the  affidavits,  herewith  exhibited,  of 
Y.  T.  Paramore,  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  John  Hartsfield,  also  an  inspector. 

3.  Because  the  returns  of  the  said  election  at  said  precinct  show  that  there  were  7 
ballots  in  all  cast  for  the  republican  tickets,  whereas  in  fact  there  were  11  ballots  east 
for  the  said  candidates,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  of  said  returns,  and  the  affidavita 
herewith  exhibited  of  John  Heartsfield  and  four  other  voters,  and  the  affidavit  of  Hnb- 
bard  Roach.  Wherefore  it  is  charged  that  the  returns  of  the  election  at  the  said  pre- 
cinct are  so  false,  and  the  election  itself  so  grossly  fraudulent  and  illegal,  that  it  is  not 

possible  to  ascertain  the  true  vote  of  the  precinct  or  purge  the  returns. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  John  R.  Ely,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  NeaPs  Landing,  in  the 
county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  Novemb<^,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtne 
of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEAL  S   LANDING   PBECINCT. 


227 


of  elections,"  approved  Aagust  6, 1868,  and  ad  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  Feb 
raary  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  oi  the  before- 
mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  de- 
ceit, and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

JOHN  R.  ELY, 
Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

Z.  T.  PARAMORE,  Inspector. 
J.  J.  WILLIAMS,  Inspector. 
R.  E.  FARISH,  Inspector. 

Xame3  of  persons  voting  at  XeaVs  Landing  at  the  election  there  held  November  7, 1876,  pur- 
suant  to  the  secretary  of  staters  notice  and  according  to  law. 


1  Jones  Spires. 

2  Sam.  Reese. 

3  S.  T.  Shirley. 

4  Henrv  Solomon. 

5  A.  D.  Martin. 

6  William  Robinson. 

7  Jack  P.  Martin. 

8  J.  B.  Martin. 

9  J.  L.  Anderson. 

10  T.  J.  Boone. 

11  Marion  Oswald. 

12  Charley  Arnold. 

13  W.  A.  Boon. 

14  Ned  Baker. 

15  James  Blockman. 

16  Charles  Coonrod. 

17  C.  A.  Boon. 

18  J.  6.  Jones. 

19  O.  K.  Glover. 

20  L.  B.  Pooser. 

21  J.  M.  Coonrod. 

22  Jarrett  A.  Boon. 

23  Thos.  J.  Bell. 

24  T.  M.  Simmons. 

25  Thomas  Strickland. 

26  William  Avery. 

27  Jas.  A.  Kinghton. 

28  J.  C.  Tidwell. 

29  W.  J.  Ford. 

30  J.  8.  Ditty. 

31  J.  P.  Bevis. 

32  J.  D.  Johnson. 

33  Henry  Cloud. 

34  W.  W.  Tidwell. 

35  H.  A.  Ditty. 

36  J.  R.  Robinson. 

37  J.  R.  Lockhart. 

38  J.  J.  Ditty. 

39  F.  M.  Grant. 

40  W.  C.  Grant. 

41  Heniy  E.  Brooks. 

42  Frank  Brooks. 

43  John  R.  Ronndtree. 

44  D.  M.  Hewitt. 

45  Isaac  Perkins. 

46  William  Glisson. 

47  E.  I.  Moody. 


48  J.  B.  Cox. 

49  Randall  Hyatt. 

50  Alexander  Johnson. 

51  W.  J.  Rodgers. 

52  Lewis  Hyatt. 

53  G.  W.  Whitfield. 

54  G«orge  Scannel. 

55  John  Grant. 

56  T.  F.  Coonrod,  sr. 

57  Samuel  Scott. 

58  F.  A.McAnthy. 

59  J.  T.  Stevens. 

60  B.  A.  Grant. 

61  John  Coonrod. 

62  Henry  Applewhite. 

63  C.  C.  Avery. 

64  John  Johnson. 

65  Abram  Skipper. 

66  W.  H.  Pike. 

67  William  Hand. 

68  I.  W.  Moody.  ' 

69  Solomon  Grant. 

70  James  M.  Coonrod. 

71  W.  J.  Tidwell. 

72  S.  C.  Cloud. 

73  S.  D.  McGee. 

74  Joseph  Malloy. 

75  Arthur  Anderson. 

76  G.  B.  Kirkland. 

77  Jesse  Brogden. 

78  Hiram  Oswald. 

79  B.  H.  Stephens. 

80  H.C.Bell. 

81  Rutledge  Roberts. 

82  Hubbard  Roach. 

83  Benjamin  Dickens. 
64  Alexander  Lawson. 

85  J.  W.  McAnulty. 

86  W.  G.  Furguson. 

87  D.  N.  Simmons. 

88  W.  R.  Hodges. 

89  Joseph  H.  Hawley. 

90  John  Williams. 

91  R.  P.  Daniel. 

92  Dennis  Robertson. 

93  Harrison  Holland. 


94  B.  T.  Belser. 

95  Enoch  Irvin. 

96  Emanuel  Sherman. 

97  Alex.  Jennings. 

98  C.  E.  Bazzell. 

99  T.F.  Coonrod,  jr. 

100  Joe  Baker. 

101  Wm.  Berry. 

102  William  Worthington. 

103  W.  H.  Sanford. 

104  Granbury  Yarbrough. 

105  W.  J.  Belser. 

106  I.  N.  Simmons. 

107  Emanuel  Long. 

108  M.  N.  Dickson. 

109  Henry  Sherfield. 

110  Richard  Worthington. 

111  John  Hartsfield. 

112  J.  C.  Jones. 

113  Lewis  R.  MoLeRoy. 

114  Wm.  M.  C.  Neal. 

115  I.  W.  Pooser. 

116  Edward  Dickerson. 

117  John  R.  McGaughey. 

118  Manus  Stone.  * 

119  James  Bradberry. 

120  William  Boddiford. 

121  Wm.  A.  Belser. 

122  Joseph  T.  Horn. 

123  H.  C.  Neal. 

124  Adam  Belser. 

125  Alexander  Frazer. 

126  John  Butler. 

127  Z.  T.  Paramore. 

128  R.  E.  Parish. 

129  J.  J.  Williams. 

130  John  R.  Ely. 

131  Summer  Floyd. 

132  John  Smith. 

133  Albert  Paris. 

134  T.  A.  Godwin. 

135  Rawls  Wynns. 

136  Luke  Grace. 

137  Charley  Baker. 

138  George  Stewart. 

139  Joseph  M.  Lockhart. 


OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Zach.  T.  Paramore,  Jesse  J.  Williams,  R.  E.  Parish,  inspectors 
of  an  election  hela  at  Neal's  Landing,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seyenty-sixy  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
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tion  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  Feoruary  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  perform 
the  dnties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that 
we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

Z.  T.  PARAMORE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
R.  E.  FARISH, 

Insftector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A  D.  187  . 

beats:?  for  voting  toe  democratic  ticket. 
Stat^  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Emaonel 
Sherman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  man  of  color,  and  resides  in  Jackson 
County  ;  and  that  he  was  present  at  the  recent  election  held  at  the  Neal's  Landing  pre- 
cinct, in  said  county;  and  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  although  be  was 
beaten  and  severely  cut  previous  to  the  election  by  colored  republicans,  because  he 
dared  to  express  his  democratic  principles ;  and  that  he  now  considers  his  life  in 
danger,  as  there  have  been  threats  made  concerning  him  in  the  neighborhood  where  he 
lives;  and  he  further  testifies,  that  he  knows  of  a  good  many  colored  men  who  would 
have  voted  the  democratic  ticket  had  it  not  been  for  threats  against  their  lives  made 
by  colored  republicans.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  knows  of  colored  men  who 
voted  the  democratic  ticket,  but  kejep  the  fact  concealed  for  fear  of  some  injury  being 
done  to  their  persons  or  property.  He  states  that  he  knows  of  no  intimidation  except 
that  brought  to  bear  by  the  colored  republicans  against  the  colored  democrats. 
Deponent  furthermore  says  that  in  many  localities  it  was  almost  worth  a  colored  man's 
life  to  express  any  interest  in  or  sympathy  for  the  democratic  party  in  the  presence  of 
colored  republicans. 

bis 

EMANUEL  +  SHERMAX. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
LsEAL.]  W.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

FAIR  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public,  personally  appeared  John  C.  Jones,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  he  was  present  at  Neal's  Landing  at  the  election  held  there  on  the  7tb 
of  November,  A.  D.  1676 ;  that  he  was  a  United  States  supervisor,  and  attended  said 
election  at  NeaVs  Landing  in  that  capacity ;  that  the  lower  part  of  window-sill  was 
four  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  ballot-box  was  placed  upon  a  table  in  full  view 
of  every  voter,  in  fact  was  not  concealed  in  any  way  from  the  view  of  the  electors  pres- 
ent ;  the  box  was  open  to  public  view  and  any  voter  could  see  the  inspector  place  his 
ballot  in  the  box  if  ne  desired  to.  Said  election  was  peaceable  and  cj^niet  and  nee  firom 
fraud ;  the  ballot-box  at  said  precinct  was  at  no  time  left  by  all  the  inspectors,  nor  did 
two  of  them  leave  at  once  the  ballot-box  in  the  possession  of  only  one  inspector,  nor 
did  the  inspector  and  clerk,  after  the  election  and  polls  was  closed,  leave  the  room  and 
ballot-box  for  half  an  hour  alone ;  said  box  at  no  time  was  out  of  the  possession  of 
some  of  the  inspectors :  and  says  it  is  untrue  that  the  returns  from  said  precinct  shows 
that  there  was  eleven  ballots  cast  for  the  republican  ticket,  but  on  contrary  Governor 
Stearns  received  seven  votes  for  governor ;  for  lieutenant-governor,  Montgomery  re- 
ceived eight ;  that  the  republican  electors  received  nine  votes ;  the  democratic  electors 
received  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes. 

J.  C.  JONES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

[L.  8.  FOR  THE  STATE.]  GEO.  LEWIS. 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Zack  T.  Paramore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  appointed  by  the  county  com- 
missioners of  Jackson  County  as  one  of  the  inspectors  for  the  election  which  took 
place  on  the  7th  instant ;  that  he  was  duly  sworn  and  acted  as  such  with  Jesse  J. 
Williams,  the  other  inspector  appointed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners;  that 
the  other,  David  Neal,  did  not  arrive  there  until  after  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  the  elect- 
ors present  elected  R.  E.  Farrish  to  act  as  the  third  inspector.     Said  election  i^as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEAL's   LAKDING   P2ECINCT.  229 

quiet  and  peaceable ;  no  intimidation  by  words,  threats,  or  acts  that  I  know  of;  every 
voter  voted  as  he  pleased,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes ;  the  namber  of  votes  shown 
by  the  precinct-returns  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  county  judge  were  correct 
and  shows  the  number  of  votes  cast  and  how  and  who  for.  No  violence  and  improper 
means  resorted  to  to  secure  votes.  No  citizens  of  Georgia  or  Alabama  voted  that  I 
know  of. 

Z.  T.  PARAMORE. 
Sworn  to  this  21st  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

NO  GEORGIANS  OR  ALABAMIANS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  John  C.  Jones,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he 
was  United  States  supervisor  at  Neal's  Landing,  a  precinct  in  said  county,  on  the  7th 
day  of  the  present  month,  at  election ;  that  I  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  polls, 
and  remained  during  the  day  at  them  until  they  were  closed,  and  was  also  present 
when  votes  were  counted.  There  was  nothing  irregular  or  unfair  that  I  know  of; 
everything  was  quiet  and  peaceable ;  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  deeds  to 
influence  any  voter ;  every  one  entitled  exercised,  or  seemed  to  do  so,  that  privilege  as 
they  pleased.  No  citizens  of  Alabama  or  Georgia  voted  at  said  precinct ;  none  but  cit- 
izens of  the  county.    I  have  resided  here  for  over  forty  years. 

JOHN  C.  JONES, 
United  States  Supervisor. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  21,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

•  County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  John  R.  Ely,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was 
duly  and  legally  elected  clerk  of  the  election  held  at  Neal's  Landing,  a  precinct 
in  said  county,  on  the  7  th  day  of  the  present  month.  I  was  present  at  the  opening 
of  the  polls,  and  remained  during  the  day  at  them  until  thev  were  closed,  and  was 
also  present  when  the  votes  were  counted.  There  was  nothing  irregular  or  unfair  that 
I  know  of;  everything  was  quiet  and  peaceable;  no  intimicuition  by  threats,  words, 
or  deeds  to  influence  any  voter ;  every  one  entitled  exercised  the  privilege  to  vote  as 
they  pleased.  No  citizen  of  Alabama  or  Georgia  voted  at  said  precinct ;  none  but  citi- 
zens of  this  county.    I  have  resided  in  this  county  and  State  over  thirty-seven  years. 

JNO.  R.  ELY, 
Clerk  of  Election  at  Neal's  Landing  Precinct. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  21,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared 
Robert  E.  Farrish  and  Jesse  J.  Williams,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs 
that  said  Jesse  J.  Williams  was  duly  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jack- 
son Connty  as  an  inspector  at  Neal's  Landing,  to  serve  at  the  election  on  the  7th  of  the 
present  month,  and  that  he  was  qualified  and  sworn  to  serve  as  such ;  that  other 
afiftant  was  chosen  in  place  of  David  Neel,  one  of  the  other  inspectors,  who  declined  to 
act ;  that  said  Farrish  was  elected  by  the  electors  present  to  serve,  and  was  sworn  to 
act  and  did  act  as  such.  The  polls  were  opened  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  The  election 
was  quiet  and  peaceable.  No  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  acts  to  influence  any 
voter  that  we  know  of.  The  number  of  votes  shown  by  the  precinct-returns  of  the 
election  at  Neal's  Landing  is  correct  and  true.  Election  was  fair;  no  violence  or 
improper  means  of  securiog  votes  was  resorted  to  that  we  know  of,  and  no  voters 
from  States  of  Georgia  or  Alabama. 

JESSE  J.  WILLIAMS, 
One  of  the  Inspectors,  Neal's  Landing. 

R.  E.  FARRISH. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  21, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Jackson  Connty: 

Before  m^  personally  appeared  B.  A.  Grant,  W.  M.  C.  Neal,  F.  A.  McAnulty,  J.  A. 
Knighton,  Enoch  Irvin,  E.  Dickerson,  C.  C.  Avery,  D.  P.  Daniels,  R.  L.  Worthington, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


230  FLQBIDA — ^JACKSON   COUNTY. 

who  are  citizeDS  of  Jackson  Coanty,  and  were  present  at  Neal's  precinct,  in  JaclcsoD 
county,  at  the  election  held  there  on  the  7tb  of  the  present  month.  Said  election  wa» 
qniet  and  peaceable.  There  was  a  United  States  supervisor  present  and  one  United 
States  marshal.  There  was  nothing  done  to  intimidate  any  voter  by  word,  deed,  or 
pcestnre  that  we  know  of.  There  was  no  citizens  of  Alabama  or  Greorgia  that  voted, 
that  we  know  of,  at  said  precinct,  only  the  citizens  of  Jackson  County. 

B.  A.  GRANT. 
W.  M.  C.  NEEL. 
F.  A.  MoANULTY. 
J.  A.  KNIGHTON. 
ENOCH  IRVTN,  his  x  mark. 
E.  DICKERSON. 

C.  C.  AVERY,  his  x  mark. 
R.  P.  DANIELS. 

R.  L.  WORTHINGTON. 

£wom  before  me  2l8t  of  November,  1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 
Green  B.  Kirkland. 
W.  J.  Bblskr. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  Judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  appeared  Hub- 
bard Roach,  W.  A.  Belser.  republicans, who  was  present  at  Neat's  Landing  on  the  7th  day 
of  the  present  month  at  tne  election  held  there  on  that  day.  Said  election  was  quiet  and 
peaceable,  and  nothing  done  by  word  or  deed  to  intimidate  any  voter  that  I  know  of. 
Every  one  voted  as  he  pleased.  The  election,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  regular.  Th^ 
was  United  States  supervisors  present,  and  also  one  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

HUBBARD  ROACH. 

W.  A.  BELSER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  this  November  21, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  William  A.  Belser,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
attended  the  election  held  at  NeaFs  Landing  precinct,  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  that  the  election  was  qniet  and  peaceable;  that 
there  was  no  intimidation,  either  directly  or  indirectly ,  used  to  influence  the  action  of 
any  voter :  that  all  deposited  their  ballots  freelv  and  without  any  compulsion  or  con- 
straint ;  tnat  he  is  very  well  acquainted  with  the  citizens  living  near  Neal's  Landing, 
and  that  there  were  no  Alabamians  or  Georgians  or  citizens  from  any  other  State  pres- 
ent at  said  election,  and  that  he  believes  said  election  was  conducted  fairly  and  £ree 
from  fraud,  and  that  no  persons,  except  properly  qualified  electors  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  voted  at  said  election.  The  deponent  further  says  that  be  is  a  colored  man 
and  a  republican,  and  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  election  above  men- 
tioned at  NeaPs  Landing  precinct. 

WILLIAM  A.  BELSER,  his  x  mark. 

Swom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

L  N.  STALEY, 

Clerk  Court 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  came  David 
Neal,  who,  being  dulv  sworn,  says  he  was  duly  appointed  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  election  at  NeaTs  Landing,  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  County,  hat 
declined  to  act  as  such  to  the  other  inspectors,  and  was  not  at  Neal's  Landing  the  dav 
of  the  election  until  after  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  when  he  arrived  the  polls  were  oi>en  ana 
voting  going  on.  Evei^  one  seemed  to  vote  as  they  pleased ;  there  was  no  intimidation 
that  I  MOW  of  by  words  or  threats;  everything  quiet ;  and  no  voters  that  I  know  of 

from  Alabama  or  Georgia.  

DAVID  NEAL,  his  x  mark. 

Swom  November  23, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON. 
Coanty  J«dge,  Jackson  County. 
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REPUBLICAN  VOTERS. 

state  of  Florida,  County  ot  Jackson : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  poblio  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared the  nndersicned  five  daly-qaalined  electors  of  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State 
of  Florida  aforesaid,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  him- 
self^ as  follows,  to  wit :  I  am  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  county  and  State  afore- 
saia ;  that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876.  at  pre- 
cinct No.  5,  at  Neal's  Landing,  in  said  county  of  Jackson  aforesaid ;  that  I  then  and 
there  c^st  my  vote  for  the  following-named  candidates,  to  wit : 

For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H. 
Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  William  J.  Pnrman. 

For  governor,  Marcellus  L.  Stearns. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  David  Montgomery. 

For  senator,  third  district,  Fuller  White. 

For  the  assembly,  Jackson  County,  William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse 
Robinson. 

That  the  names  of  the  foregoing  candidates  were  printed  on  a  paper  ballot,  and  I  de- 
livered my  ballot  to  Jesse  WiUiams,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  aforesaid,  who 
received  the  same.  I  did  not  see  the  ballot-box  during  the  election  after  the  polls  were 
proclaimed  open.  The  sill  of  the  window,  on  which  the  said  Jesse  Williams  was  lean- 
ing during  the  time  he  received  the  ballots,  was  about  as  high  as  my  head,  and  about 
six  feet  high.  When  the  said  Jesse  Williams  received  my  ballot  he  passed  it  \nto  the 
room  through  the  open  window,  and  I  could  not  and  did  not  see  what  disposition  was 
made  of  it. 

John  Heartsfield,  his  x  mark,  lives  five  miles  from  Greenwood,  at  Pine  Level, 
Jackson  County,  Fla. 

Hubbard  Roach,  Godwin's  place,  near  NeaPs  Landing. 

Dennis  Robinson,  Bateer  place,  near  Neal's  Landing. 

Henry  Sherfield,  Widow  Neal's  place,  near  Neal's  Landing. 

Adam  Belser,  two  miles  from  Neal's  Landing. 

Witness  to  the  five  above  signatures  : 

Z.  L.  TlDBALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seau]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Pablic,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Hubbard  Roach,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  attended  the 
election  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  ld76,  at  precinct  No.  5, at  Neal's  Landing;  that 
he  stood  near  the  window  where  the  votes  were  received ;  that  he  examined  the  tickets 
held  by  the  following-named  voters,  just  prior  to  their  delivery  to  the  inspector  at  the 
said  election,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  said  electors  were  not  deceived  in  cast- 
ing their  vote,  as  they  could  not  read,  viz :  Joseph  H.  Hawley,  John  Williams,  Dennis 
Robertson,  John  Heartsfield,  William  A.  Belser,  Adam  Belser,  Joseph  T.  Horn,  L.  R. 
McLeroy  and  Henry  Sherfield.  The  deponent  further  says  that  the  said  tickets  were 
all  republican  tickets,  and  the  names  of  the  following  candidates  were  printed  thereon : 
for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce, 
William  H.  Holdea,  and  Thomas  W.  Long ;  for  representative  in  Congress,  first  dis- 
trict, William  J.  Purman ;  for  governor,  Marcellus  L.  Stearns;  for  lieutenant-governor, 
David  Montgomery ;  for  senator,  third  district,  Fuller  White ;  for  the  assembly,  Jack- 
son Conntj,  William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse  Robinson.  The  deponent 
ftirther  says  that  he  saw  the  same  tickets  which* he  examined  delivered  by  the  aforesaid 
voters  to  the  inspector,  Jesse  Williams. 

HUBBARD  ROACH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public  for  State  at  Large. 

THE  CANVASS  OF  THE  VOTE. 

tate  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap 
p  eared  John  Heartsfield,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  duly 
appointed,  qualified,  and  served  as  a  deputy  United  States  marshal  at  the  general  elec- 
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tion  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  5,  at  NeaVs  Landing,  in  the 
said  county.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  was  present  at  the  said  polling-place 
No.  5,  at  NeaVs  Landing,  before  the  polls  opened,  and  remained  nntil  after  they  were 
closed ;  that  during  the  time  of  the  election,  from  the  opening  of  the  polls  to  the  dos- 
ing of  the  same,  he  did  not  see  the  ballot-box,  and  that  during  all  of  time  aforesaid 
the  ballot-box  was  out  of  sight  of  the  voters ;  deponent  further  says  that  the  sill  of 
the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were  received  was  about  6  feet  from  the  groond 
where  the  vot«r  stood ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  located  inside  the  room,  and  below  the 
surface  of  the  window-sill  aforesaid ;  that  the  ballots  were  handed  to  a  person  sitting 
at  the  window  aforesaid,  after  which  they  were  passed  out  of  sight  of  the  vo^rs,  and 
beyond  the  possibility  of  their  seeing  whether  they,  the  said  ballots,  were  deposited  in 
the  ballot-box  aforesaid.  Deponent  farther  says  that  when  the  polls  were  proclaimed 
closed  he  asked  Jesse  Williams,  one  of  the  board  of  inspectors  at  the  said  election  al 
the  precinct  aforesaid,  whether  he  was  then  going  to  count  the  votes ;  to  which  inqairy 
Mr.  Williams  replied  as  follows,  to  wit :  **  No,  John ;  we  are  not  going  to  count  them 
until  after  supper.  I  am  tired  of  sitting  here,  and  we  are  going  to  walk  about  a  while 
and  stretch  ourselves.  You  are  done  here  now  and  can  go  nome;  you  have  no  farther 
business  here."  Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspectors,  consisting  of  Jesse 
Williams,  R.  £.  Farish,  and  Z.  T.  Paramore,  with  John  R.  Ely,  clerk  of  the  election,  and 
Richard  Wellington,  clerk  in  the  said  W^illiams's  store,  then  left  the  room  in  which  the 
ballot-box  was  located,  and  which  communicated  with  the  store-room  of  the  said  Jesse 
Williams  by  means  of  door  in  the  partition  between  the  two  rooms,  leaving  the  ballot- 
box  and  contents  in  the  room  where  the*election  was  held.  Deponent  further  says  that 
he  does  not  know  that  any  person  remained  in  either  of  the  rooms  aforesaid  daring  the 
time  the  board  of  inspectors  were  absent,  or  that  any  person  entered  daring  their  ab- 
sence ;  neither  can  he  swear  that  no  person  remained  in  or  entered  either  of  the  roomi 
during  the  absence  of  the  board  of  inspectors  aforesaid.  Deponent  farther  says  that 
after  the  board  of  inspectors  left  the  building  he  conversed  with  them  for  some  min- 
utes, after  which  Jesse  Williams,  R.  £.  Farish,  and  John  R.  Ely,  the  clerk,  walked  down 
to  Dickinson's  store,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards ;  that  the  deponent  re- 
mained at  the  polling-place  aforesaid  at  least  fifteen  minutes  after  the  departure  of  the 
said  Williams,  Ely,  and  Farish  from  the  polling-place  aforesaid,  when  he  started  for 
his  home,  and  that  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  for  his  home  the  said  Williams,  Ely, 
and  Farish.    And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  HEARTSFIELD,  his  x  mark. 
Witness : 

Z.  S.  TiDBALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  ^  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

CORRECTION  OF  AN  AFFIDAVIT. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Be'bre  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notaiy  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Z.  T.  Paramore.  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  regu- 
larly appointed,  qualified,  and  served  as  inspector  at  the  general  election  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  5,  at  Neal*s  Landing,  in  the  said  county. 
Deponent  further  says  that  be  assist^^  in  finding  the  names  of  the  electors  on  the  reg- 
istration-list during  said  election ;  that  the  said  election  was  held  in  a  room  a4join- 
ing  a  store-room,  and  connected  therewith  by  a  door  in  the  partition  between  the  said 
rooms,  and  which  partition  did  not  extend  to  the  ceiling ;  that  the  store-room  afore- 
said was  occupied  and  used  by  J.  J.  Williams,  one  of  the  inspectors  at  the  said  election, 
for  the  sale  or  general  merchandise.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspects 
ors  consisted  of  J.  J.  Williams,  R.  E.  Farish,  and  the  deponent,  with  J.  R.  Ely  as  cleric 
Deponent  further  says  that  the  ballot-box  was  inside  the  room,  near  the  window 
through  which  the  ballots  were  received,  and  in  such  a  position  that  the  vot-ers  oonld 
not  see  their  ballots  deposited  therein,  the  window-sill  being  about  six  feet  from  the 
ground.  Deponent  further  says  that  J.  J.  Williams,  inspector  aforesaid,  received  the 
ballots  from  the  voters  during  said  election.  Deponent  further  says  that  when  the 
polls  of  the  said  election  were  proclaimed  closed,  one  John  Heartsfield,  acting  as  depu^ 
United  States  marshal  at  said  election,  approacned  the  board  of  inspectors  and  asked 
whether  they  were  going  to  count  the  votes  now,  to  which  inquiry  Mr.  Williams, 
inspector  aforesaid,  repli^  as  follows,  to  wit :  "  No,  John ;  we  are  not  going  to  connt 
them  until  after  supper :  I  am  tired  oi  sitting  here,  and  we  are  going  to  walk  awhile 
and  stretch  ourselves.  You  are  done  here  now  and  can  go  home ;  you  have  no  further 
business  here."  Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspectors,  clerk  of  election, 
and  one  Richard  Wellington,  clerk  in  the  store  aforesaid,  all  left  the  building  imme- 
diately after  the  conversation  between  John  Heartsfield  and  said  inspectors,  leading 
the  ballot-box  in  the  room  locked  but  not  sealed.    Deponent  farther  says  that  aft^ 
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leaving  tbe  building  we  had  some  conversation  for  a  few  minutes,  when  we  separated, 
and  I  sat  on  the  steps  of  the  building  about  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  when  the  other 
members  of  the  board  returned  and  we  re-entered  the  building  and  commenced  can- 
vassing the  votes ;  that  the  votes  were  canvassed  without  first  counting  the  ballots 
and  comparing  the  number  with  the  number  of  the  names  of  the  voters  that  appeared 
on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk.  Deponent  further  says  that  since  the  said  election 
he  was  approached  by  Judge  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  county,  who  asked  deponent 
if  he  was  willing  to  subscribe  to  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  at  the  said  election 
there  was  no  intimidation  of  voters,  no  voting  by  men  from  Alabama,  and  that  the 
election  was  fair  so  far  as  the  deponent  knew.  Deponent  replied  that  be  would,  and 
did  subscribe  to  an  affidavit  to  the  effect  expressed  aforesaid.  Deponent  further  says 
that  at  the  time  of  subscribing  to  the  said  affidavit  he  had  forgotten  that  the  ballot- 
box  and  contents  were  out  of  the  possession  of  the  inspectors  when  left  during  the 
twenty  or  thirty  minut^es  that  the  board  of  inspectors  were  absent  from  the  building, 
and  while  he  was  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the  building.  Deponent  further  says  that 
after  the  canvass  was  completed,  the  ballots  were  burned  by  the  inspectors.  And 
further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Z.  T.  PARAMORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

ALL  QUIET  AT  NEAL'S  LANDING. 

State  of  Florida,  Jacksou  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  William  A.  Belser,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  at- 
tended tbe  election  held  at  Neal's  Lauding  precinct  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  on  the 
7tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  the  eleetion  was  quiet  and  peaceable ;  that  there 
was  no  intimidation,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  used  to  influence  the  action  of  any 
voter ;  that  all  deposited  their  ballots  freely  and  without  any  compulsion  or  constraint ; 
that  he  is  very  well  acquainted  with  the  citizens  living  near  NeaVs  Landing,  and  that 
there  were  no  Alabamians  or  Georgians  or  citizens  from  any  other  State  present  at  said 
election ;  and  that  he  believes  said  election  was  conducted  fairly  and  free  from  fraud, 
and  that  no  person  exeept  properly  qualified  electors.  The  deponent  further  says  that 
he  is  a  colored  man  and  a  republican,  and  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the 
election  above  mentioned  at  Neal's  Landing  precinct. 

WILLIAM  A.  BELSER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  J.  N.  STALEY. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Bef(»re  me,  W.  H.  Milton,oounty  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally'appeared  Hub- 
bard Roach,  W.  A.  Belser,  republicans,  who  was  present  at  Neal's  Landing  on  the  7th 
day  of  the  present  month,  at  the  election  held  there  on  that  day ;  said  election  was  quiet 
and  peaceable,  and  nothing  done  by  word  or  deed  to  intimidate  any  voter  that  I  know 
of— every  one  voted  as  he  pleased.  The  election,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  regular ;  there 
was  United  States  supervisors  present  and  also  one  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

HUBBART  ROACH. 

W.  A.  BELSER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  H.  MILTON, 

Couuty  Judge,  Jackson  County. 

BEATEN  FOR  VOTING  THE  DEMOCRATIC  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Emanuel 
Sherman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  man  of  color  and  resides  in  Jackson 
County,  and  that  he  was  present  at  the  recent  election  held  at  the  J.  NeaPs  Landing  pre- 
cinct in  said  county,  and  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  although  he  was  beaten  and 
severely  cut  previous  to  the  election  by  colored  republicans  because  he  dared  to  express 
his  democratic  principles,  and  that  he  now  considers  his  life  in  danger,  as  there  have 
been  threats  made  concerning  him  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives ;  and  he  further 
testifies  that  he  knows  of  a  good  many  colored  men  who  would  have  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  had  it  not  been  for  threats  against  their  lives  made  by  colored  republicans. 
Deponent  further  says  that  he  knows  of  colored  men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket, 
but  kept  the  fact  ccfncealed  for  fear  of  some  injury  being  done  to  their  persons  or  prop- 
erty ;  be  stated  that  he  knows  of  no  intimidation  except  that  brought  to  bear  by  the 
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colored  repnblicaDS  against  the  colored  democrats;  deponent  furthermore  says  that  in 
nany  localities  it  was  almost  worth  a  colored  man's  life  to  express  any  interest  or 
sympathy  for  the  democratic  party  in  the  presence  of  colored  repablicans. 

EMANUEL  8HERMAN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[8KAL.]  W.  L.  ROBINSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  FAIR  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  Connty : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public,  personally  appeared  John  C.  Jones,  who,  being  ^v 
sworn,  saTB  he  was  present  at  Neal's  Landing  at  the  election  held  there  on  the  7tb 
of  November,  A.  D.  1S76;  that  he  was  a  United  States  supervisor  and  attended  said 
election  at  Neal's  Landing  in  that  capacity.  That  the  lower  part  of  window-«iU  wa» 
four  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  ballot-box  was  placed  upon  a  table  in  full  view  of 
every  voter,  in  fact  was  not  concealed  in  any  way  from  the  view  of  the  electors  present ; 
the  box  was  open  to  public  view,  and  any  voter  conld  see  the  inspector  place  his  htl- 
lot  in  the  box  ii  he  desired  to.  Said  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet,  and  free  from  traad ; 
the  ballot-box  at  said  precinct  was  at  no  time  left  by  all  the  inspectors,  nor  did  two  of  them 
leave  at  once  the  ballot-box  in  the  possession  of  only  one  inspector,  uor  did  the  in- 
spector and  clerk  after  the  election  and  polls  was  closed  leave  the  room  and  baUot-box 
for  half  an  hour  alone.  Said  box  at  no  time  was  out  of  the  possession  of  some  of  the 
inspectors,  and  says  it  is  untrue  thai  the  returns  from  said  precinct  show  that  there 
was  eleven  ballots  cast  for  the  republican  ticket,  but  in  contrary  Grovemor  Stearns 
received  seven  votes  for  governor ;  for  lieutenant-governor  Montgomery  received  eight; 
that  republican  electors  received  nine  votes ;  the  democratic  electors  received  one 
hundrea  and  thirty  votes. 

J.  C.  JONE& 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

Nawkes  of  persons  voting  at  NeaVs  Landing  at  the  election  there  held  2^ov^mher  7, 1876,  p«r- 
suant  Uf  the  secretary  of  statt^s  notice,  and  according  to  law. 


Jonas  Spires. 
Sam  Reese. 
I.  T.  Shirley. 
Henry  Solomon. 
A.  S.  Martin. 
William  Robinson. 
Jack  P.  Martin. 
J.  B.  Martin. 
J.  S.  Anderson. 
T.  J.  Boone. 
Morrison  Oswald. 
Chisley  Armsted. 
W.  A.  Boon. 
Ned  Baker. 
James  Blackman. 
Charles  Coonrod. 
C.  A.  Boon. 
J.  Q.  Jones. 
G.  K.  Glover. 
S.  B.  Pooser. 
J.  M.  Coonrod. 
Jarett  A.  Boon. 
Thomas  J.  Bell. 
F.  M.  Simmons. 
Thomas  Strickland. 
William  Avery. 
Jas.  A.  Knighton. 
J.  C.  Tidwell. 
W.  J.  Ford. 
J.  S.  Ditty. 
J.  P.  Bevis. 
J.  D.  Johnson. 
Henry  Cloud. 
W.  W.  Tidwell. 
H.  A.  Ditty. 


J.  R.  Robinson. 
J.  R.  Sockhart 
J.  J.  Ditty. 
J.  R.  Robinson. 

F.  M.  Grant. 
W.  C.  Grant. 
Henry  £.  Brooks. 
Frank  Brooks. 
John  R.  Rountree. 

D.  M.  Hewitt 
Isaac  Perkins. 
William  Glisen. 

E.  J.  Moody. 
J.  B.  Cox. 
Randall  Hyale. 
Alexander  Johnson. 
W.  J.  Rodgers. 
Lewis  Hyatt. 

G.  W.  Whitfield. 
George  Scammel. 
John  Grant. 

T.  F.  Coonrod,  sr. 
Samuel  Scott. 

F.  A.  McHuntly. 
J.  T.  Stevens. 

B.  A.  Grant. 
John  Coonrod. 
Henry  Applewhite. 

C.  C.  Avery. 
John  Johnson. 
Abram  Skepper. 
W.  H.  Pike. 
William  Hand. 
J.  W.  Moody. 
Solomon  Grant. 


James  M.  Coonrod. 
W.  J.  Tidwell. 
S.  C.  Cloud. 
S.  D.  McGee. 
Joseph  Maloy. 
Arther  Anderson. 
G.  B.  Kirkland. 
Jesie  Brayden. 
Hiram  Oswald. 

B.  H.  Stephens. 
H.  C.  Bell. 
Rutledge  Roberts. 
Hurbara  Roach. 
Benjamin  Dickens. 
Alexander  Ijowsou. 
J.  W.  M.  Amutley. 
W.  G.  Furguson. 
D.  M.  Simmons. 
Joseph  H.  Harley. 
John  Williams. 

R.  P.  Daniels. 
Dennis  Robinson. 
Harrison  Holland. 
S.  Z.  T.  Belsor. 
Enoch  Irvin. 
Emanuel  Sherman. 
Alex.  Jemmison. 

C.  E.  Bazzell. 

T.  F.  Coonrod,  jr. 
Joe  Baker. 
William  Berry. 
Wm.  Worthington. 
W.  H.  Sanford. 
Granbnry  Yarborgh. 
W.  J.  Bester. 
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J.  M.  Simmons. 
Emanuel  Lerg. 
M.  N.  Dikson. 
Henry  Sherfold. 
RichardWorthingtoD. 
John  Hortsfield. 
J.  C.  Jones. 
Lewis  R.  McCray. 
William  M.  C.  Neal. 
J.  Pooser. 
Edward  Dickson. 
John  R.  McGoaghey. 
Manns  Stone. 
James  Bradbarv. 
William  Baddiford. 
William  A.  Belsoo. 
Joseph  T.  Horn. 
H.  C.  Neal. 
Adam  Belsey. 
Alexander  Frazer. 
John  Butler. 
y.  T.  Paramore. 
R.  E.  Forist 
J.  J.  Williams. 
John  R.  Elvy. 
Simmons  Floyd. 
John  Smith. 
Albert  Pains. 
T.  A.  Godwin. 
Rawls  Wynn. 
Luke  Grace. 
Charley  Baker. 
George  Stewart. 
Joseph  M.  Lockbart. 
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state  of  Florida,  Jackson  Coanty  i 

I,  J.  N.  Staley,  clerk  of  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  State  and  oonnty,  do  hetebv  cer- 
tify that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  polMist  and  oath  of  clerk  and 
inspectors,  as  returned  by  the  inspectors  from  NeaPs  Landing  precinct,  with  ballot- 
box,  and  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  herewith'set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Marianna,. 
Fla.,  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

J.  n.  staley, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Jackson  County. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY   THE  INSPECTORS  BFFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned.  Jack  T.  Paramore,  Jesse  J.  Williams,  R.  E.  Farish,  inspectors  of 
an  election  held  at  Neal's  Landing,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
form the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

J.  T.  PARAMORE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
R.  E.  FARISH, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 


OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  John  R.  Ely,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Neal's  Landing,  in  the 
coanty  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  ^ousand  eiffht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,^'' 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  19, 1870, 
do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  tne  before-mentioned  elec> 
tion  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse 
in  conducting  the  same. 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

T.  J.  PARAMORE. 
J.  J.  WILLIAMS. 
R.  E.  FARISH. 

IRREGULAR  PROCEEDINGS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally 
appeared  Z.  T.  Parramore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  regularly 
appointed,  qualified^  and  sworn  as  inspector  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day 
or  November,  1876,  m  the  said  county. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  assisted  in  finding  the  names  of  the  electors  on  the 
registration-list  during  said  election ;  that  the  said  election  was  held  in  a  room  adjoin- 
ing a  store-room  and  connected  therewith  by  a  door  in  the  partition  between  the  said 
rooms,  and  which  partition  did  not  extend  to  the  ceiling ;  that  the  store-room  aforesaid 
was  occnpied  and  used  by  J.  J.  Williams,  one  of  the  inspectors  at  the  said  election,  for 
the  sale  of  general  merchandise. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspectors  consisted  of  J.  J.  Williams,  R.  E. 
Farrish,  and  the  deponent,  with  J.  R.  Ely  as  clerk. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  ballot-box  was  inside  the  room  near  the  window 
through  which  the  ballots  were  received,  and  in  such  a  position  that  the  voters  could 
not  see  their  ballots  deposited  therein,  the  window-sill  being  about  six  feet  firom  the 
ground. 

Deponent  further  says  that  J.  J.  Williams,  inspector  aforesaid,  received  the  ballots 
from  the  voters  during  said  election. 
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Deponent  further  says  that  when  the  polls  of  said  election  were  proclaimed  closed, 
one  John  Heartstield^  acting  as  depaty  United  States  marshal  at  said  election,  ap- 
proached the  board  of  inspectors  and  asked  whether  they  were  going  to  count  the 
votes  now,  to  which  inquiry  Mr.  Williams,  inspector  aforesaid,  replied  as  follows,  to 
wit :  "No,  John,  we  are  not  going  to  count  them  until  after  supper.  I  am  tired  of  sit- 
ting here,  and  we  are  going  to  walk  about  awhile  and  stretch  ourselves.  Yon  are  do&e 
here  now,  and  can  go  home.    You  have  no  further  business  here.'' 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspectors,  clerk  of  election,  and  one  Richard 
Wellington,  clerk  in  the  store  aforesaid,  all  left  the  building  immediately  after  the  con- 
versation between  John  Heartfield  and  said  deponent,  leaving  the  ballot-box  in  the 
room,  locked,  but  not  sealed. 

Deponent  further  says  that  after  leaving  the  building  we  had  some  conversation  for 
a  few  minutes,  when  we  separated,  and  I  sat  on  the  steps  of  the  building  about  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes,  when  the  other  members  of  the  board  returned  and  we  re-entered 
the  building  and  commenced  canvassing  the  votes ;  that  the  votes  were  canvassed 
without  first  counting  the  ballots  and  comparing  the  number  with  the  number  of  the 
names  of  the  voters  tnat  appeared  on  the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerk. 

Deponent  further  says  that  since  the  said  election  he  was  approached  by  Judge  Mil- 
ton, county  judge  of  said  county,  who  asked  deponent  if  he  was  willing  to  subscribe  to 
an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  at  the  said  election  there  was  no  intimidation  of  voters, 
no  voting  by  men  from  Alabama,  and  that  the  election  was  fair,  so  &r  as  the  deponent 
knew.  Deponent  replied  that  he  would,  and  did  subscribe  to  an  affidavit  to  the  effect 
expressed  aforesaid. 

Deponent  further  says  that  at  the  time  of  subscribing  to  the  said  affidavit  he  had 
forgotten  that  the  ballot-box  and  contents  were  out  of  the  possession  of  the  inspectors 
when  left  during  the  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  that  the  board  of  inspectors  were  absent 
from  the  building,  and  while  he  was  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the  building.  Deponent 
further  says  that  after  the  canvass  was  completed  the  ballots  were  burned  by  the  in- 
spectors.   And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Z.  T.  PARRAMOEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28ih  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

MAXY  STRANGE  MEX  AT  THE  POLL. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared William  K.  Robinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was 
bom  in  Jackson  County,  Florida ;  that  he  is  thirty-one  years  of  a^e ;  that  he  has 
always  resided  and  now  resides  in  said  county  aforesaid.  That  he  is  famili^  with 
every  section  of  the  county  aforesaid  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  The  deponent  fur- 
ther says  that  he  was  regularly  appointed  an  inspector  of  elections  at  precinct  No.  7, 
at  Sneed's  store,  in  the  said  county  of  Jackson  aforesaid.  That  on  the  evening  of  tiie 
6th  day  of  November,  1876,  he  visited  the  family  of  Samuel  Morning,  residing  a  dis- 
tance of  three  miles  from  Sneed's  store  aforesaid,  and  remained  over  ni^ht.  That  on 
the  following  mominff,  November  7, 1876,  in  company  with  Samuel  Mommg,  Beigamin 
B.  Smith,  and  Richard  Mills,  this  deponent  proceeded  in  a  hack,  drawn  by  two  horses,  to 
the  said  precinct  No.  7,  at  Sneed's  store  aforesaid.  That  the  party  left  the  residence 
of  Samuel  Morning  aforesaid  a  little  before  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  son 
was  half  an  hour  high.  That  they  proceeded  directly,  and  without  stopping  anywhere, 
to  the  said  polling-place.  No.  7,  at  Sneed's  store,  and  that  not  more  than  thirty  minutes 
were  occupied  in  making  the  transit.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  resides  six 
miles  from  Sneed's  store  aforesaid,  and  that  his  object  in  going  to  the  house  of  the  said 
Samuel  Morning  aforesaid  on  the  evening  before  the  election  was  for  the  purpose  of 
being  nearer  the  polls,  in  order  that  he  might  not  be  prevented  from  arriving  at  the 
said  polling-place  No,  7,  at  Sneed's  store,  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  opening  of 
the  polls.  This  deponent  further  says  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  said  poll- 
ing-place, No.  7,  at  Sneed's  store,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1870,  he  found  the  polls  already  open  and  in  charge  of  J.  T. 
Thigpen,  William  S.  Pope,  and  W.  R.  Sneed,  inspectors,  and  Adam  C.  White,  who 
was  acting  as  clerk,  all  of  whom  were  professed  democrats,  and  I.  P.  King,  super- 
visor, also  a  democrat.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  approached  the  said  L  P. 
King,  supervisor,  aforesaid,  who  said  to  the  deponent  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  too 
late ;  that  it  was  after  eight  o'clock ;  that  the  polls  were  open  and  over  half  of  the 
men  present  had  voted ;  the  deponent  further  says  that  he  then  proceeded  to  count  the 
men  present  and  counted  eighty-one  men ;  that  he  again  counted  them  and  again  found 
the  number  to  be  eighty-one.  The  deponent  further  says  that  all  of  the  eighty-one  men 
aforesaid  were  white  men,  and  that  most  of  them  were  strangers  to,  and  were  never 
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before  seen  by  the  deponent.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  and  his  three  com- 
panions aforesaid  were  the  first  colored  men  who  arrived  at  the  polls ;  that  when  he 
arrived  he  found  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  room  where  the  voting  was  taking  place 
and  surrounding  the  ballot-box.  and  the  entrance  to  the  room  so  crowded  with  men  that 
he  could  not  gain  admittance,  although  he  attempted  to  do  so.  The  deponent  further  says 
that  he  saw  tne  crowd  in  the  room  and  surrounding  the  ballot-box  by  looking  through 
a  crack  three  inches  wide  in  the  east  side  of  the  building.  The  deponent  further  says 
that  he  was  not  admitted  into  the  room  where  the  voting  was  taking  place  until  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  made  a  further  reouest  of  the  said  I.  P.  King, 
supervisor  aforesaid,  to  be  allowed  to  go  in ;  that  the  said  I.  P.  King,  aforesaid,  replied 
as  follows :  "  Wait  a  minute,  and  I  will  see ;"  that  King  thereupon  turned  away  and 
in  a  short  time  re-appeared  and  ordered  the  crowd  of  men  who  stood  in  the  doorway  to 
disperse,  and  the  deponent  was  permitted  for  the  first  time  during  the  day  to  enter  the 
room,  where  he  remained  until  tne  canvass  was  conapleted ;  and  mrther  the  deponent 
saith  not. 

W.K.  ROBINSON. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  thii  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.H.EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Benjamin  B.  Smith,  supervisor,  and  Richard  Mills,  deputy  United  States  mar- 
shal at  precinct  No.  7,  at  Sneed's  store,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  each  for  himself,  that  the  statement  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  signed 
by  W.  K.  Robinson,  except  those  statements  appertaining  personally  to  the  said  Rubin- 
son,  are,  to  our  knowledge,  true  and  correct  in  every  particular ;  and  further  the  depo- 
nents saith  not. 

his 
BENJ.  B.  +  SMITH, 
mark, 
his 
RICHARD  +  MILLS, 
mark. 
AVituess  to  signatures  : 

Z.  L.  TlDBALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.H.EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

REPUBUCAN  VOTERS. 

state  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me,  Samuel  Walker,  county  judge  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid, 
personally  appeared  Charles  H.  Edwards,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  the  notary  public  who  took  the  affidavits  of  Peter  Mayner,  Green  Buel,  King 
Kary,  John  Barkley,  Budd  Jones,  and  Mansfield  Smith,  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  of 
State  canvassers ;  that  by  inadvertence  the  said  affidavits  do  not  contain  a  statement 
of  the  politics  of  the  said  affiants  aboTe  named,  but  he  heard  the  said  affiants  say  at 
the  time  of  making  their  said  affidavits  that  they  were  republicans,  and  that  the 
tickets  they  offered  for  Toting  at  the  Port  Jackson  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Jackson, 
in  said  State,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  but  which  were  refused,  were  republi- 
can tickets,  containing  in  full  the  names  of  all  the  republican  candidates  for  the  several 
offices  at  that  time  to  be  filled. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  WALKER, 

.  County  Judge,  Leon  County,  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss : 

Before  me,  Samuel  Walker,  county  judge  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  per- 
Bonally  ai>peared  WUliam  T.  Henderson,  Zan  L.  Tidball,  and  William  C.  Cooper,  each  of 
whom,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  I  was  at  the  house  of  J.  W. 
Robinson  near  Port  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  26th 
dav  of  November,  1876,  and  I  then  and  there  saw  Peter  Mayner,  Green  Bull,  King  Kary, 
John  Barkley,  Budd  Jones,  and  Mansfield  Smith  make  affidavits  to  the  effect  that  they 
attempted  to  vote,  and  that  their  votes  were  refused  at  the  Port  Jackson  precinct  at  the 
election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  the  said  county  of  Jackson ;  that  at 
the  time  the  said  affidavits  were  made  the  aforesaid  affiants,  Peter  Mayner,  Green  Butt, 
King  Kary,  John  Barkley,  Budd  Jones,  and  Mansfield  Smith  said  that  they  were  re- 
publicans, and  that  the  tickets  they  offered  for  voting  at  the  said  Port  Jackson  pre- 
cinct, but  which  were  refused,  were  republican  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  all  the 
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republican  oandidatee  for  the  several  offices  at  that  time  to  be  filled ;  and  fdither  de 
ponent  saith  not. 

WM.  T.  HENDERSON. 

ZAN  L.  TIDBALL. 

W.  C.  COOPEE. 

Svvorn  to  and  sabacribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1876. 

SAMUEL  WALKER, 
County  Judge,  Leon  County,  Florida. 

FAIR  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  Connty,  personally  aopeared 
Robert  E.  Farrish  and  Jessee  J.  Williams,  who,  beingduly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  said 
Jesse  J.  Williams  was  duly  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Jackson  Coanty 
as  an  inspector  at  NeaVs  Landing,  to  serve  at  the  election  on  the  7th  of  the  present 
month,  and  that  he  was  qualified  and  sworn  to  serve  as  such ;  that  other  affiant  wm 
chosen  in  place  of  David  Neal,  one  of  the  other  inspectors,  who  declined  to  act ;  tiut 
said  Farrish  was  elected  by  the  electors  present  to  serve,  was  sworn  to  act,  and  did  act 
as  such.  The  polls  were  opened  at  eignt  o'clock  a.  m.  The  election  was  quiet  and 
peaceable,  no  intimidation  by  threats,  words,  or  acts  to  influence  any  voter,  that  we 
know  of.  The  number  of  votes  shown  by  the  pfecinct-retums  of  the  edection  at  Neal^s 
Landing  is  correct  and  true.  Election  was  fair ;  no  violence  or  improper  means  of 
securing  votes  was  resorted  to,  that  we  know  of,  and  no  votes  from  States  of  Georgia 
or  Alabama. 

JESSE  J.  WILLIAMS, 
One  of  Inspectors,  Neal's  Landing. 
R.  E.  FARRISH. 
Sworn  to  before  nie  this  November  21, 1876. 

W.  H.  MILTON, 

County  Jodge. 

BALLOT-BOX  CONCEALED. 

•State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared John  Hartsfield,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  duly  ap- 
pointed, qualified,  and  served  as  a  deputy  United  States  marshal  at  the  general  Sec- 
tion held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  iy76,  at  precinct  No.  5,  at  Neal's  Landing,  in 
the  said  connty.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  was  present  at  the  said  polling- 
place  No.  5,  at  Neal's  Landing,  before  the  polls  opened,  and  remained  until  after  tbey 
were  closed ;  that  during  the  time  of  the  election,  from  the  opening  of  the  polls  till 
the  closing  of  the  same,  he  did  not  see  the  ballot-box^  and  that  daring  all  of  the  time 
aforesaid  the  ballot-box  was  out  of  sight  of  the  voters. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  the  sill  of  the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were 
Teceived  was  about  six  feet  from  the  ground  where  the  voters  stood ;  that  the  balloi- 
box  was  located  inside  the  room  and  below  the  sarfaoe  of  the  window-sill  aforesaid ; 
that  the  ballots  were  handed  to  a  person  sitting  at  the  window  aforesaid,  after  which 
they  were  passed  out  of  sight  of  the  voters  and  bevond  the  possibility  of  tJ^eir  seeing 
whether  they,  the  said  ballots,  were  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  aforesaid.  D^>onent 
further  says  that  when  the  polls  were  proclaimed  closed  he  asked  Jesse  Williams,  one 
of  the  board  of  inspectors  at  the  said  election  at  the  precinct  aforesaid,  whether  he 
was  then  going  to  count  the  votes,  to  which  inquiry  Mr.  WilUams  replied  as  follows, 
to  wit :  "  No,  John ;  we  are  not  going  to  count  them  until  after  supper.  I  am  tired  of 
sitting  here,  and  we  are  going  to  walk  about  awhile  and  stretch  ourselves.  Yon  are 
done  here  now  and  can  go  home.    Yon  have  no  farther  business  here.'' 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  of  inspectors,  consisting  of  Jesse  Williams,  B. 
•E.  Farrish,  Z.  T.  Paramore,  with  John  R.  Ely,  clerk  of  the  election,  and  Richard  Wil- 
lington,  clerk  of  the  said  Williams's  store,  then  left  the  room  in  which  the  ballot-box 
was  located,  and  which  commnnicated  with  the  store-room  of  the  said  Jesse  Williams 
by  means  of  door  in  the  partition  between  the  rooms,  leaving  Uie  ballot-box  in  the 
room  where  the  election  was  held. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  does  not  know  that  any  person  remained  in  either  of 
the  rooms  aforesaid  during  the  time  the  board  of  inspectors  were  absent,  or  thi^  any 
person  entered  during  their  absenoe ;  neither  can  he  swear  that  no  person  remained  in 
or  entered  either  of  the  rooms  during  the  absence  of  the  bouxi  of  inspectors  aforesaid. 

Deponent  further  says  that  after  tne  board  of  inspectors  left  the  bnllding  he  con- 
versed with  them  for  some  minutes,  after  which  Jesse  Williams,  R.  E.  Farrish,  and  John 
R.  Ely,  the  clerk,  walked  down  to  Dickerson's  store,  a  distance  of  aboat  one  handred 
yards ;  that  the  deponent  remained  at  the  polling-place  aforesaid  at  least  fifteen  min- 
utes after  the  departure  of  the  said  Williams,  Ely,  and  Farrish  from  the  polling-place 
aforesaid,  when  he  started  for  Jiis  heme,  and  that  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  ror  hia 
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home  the  said  Will ians,  Ely,  and  Farmh  had  not  retomed;  and  farther  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

JOHN  HARTSFIELD.  his  x  mark. 
Witness : 

Z.  L.  TiDBALL. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscrihed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Pnblic  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson,  ss : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  pnblic  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap> 
peared  the  nnderslKned  five  duly  qnalified  electors  of  the  county  of  Jackson  and  State 
of  Florida  aforesaid,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  him- 
self, as  follows,  to  wit :  I  am  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  the  county  and  State  aforesud ; 
that  I  attended  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  5, 
at  Neal's  Landing,  in  said  county  of  Jackson  aforesaid;  that  I  then  and  there  east  my 
vote  for  the  following  named  candidates,  to  Wit : 

For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President — Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H. 
Pearce.  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long. 
For  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district — ^William  J.  Purman. 
For  governor— Marcellns  L.  S (earns. 
For  lieutenant-governor — David  Montgomery . 
For  senator,  third  district — Fuller  White. 

For  assembly,  Jackson  County — William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse  Rob- 
inson. 

That  the  names  of  the  foregoing  candidates  were  printed  on  a  paper  ballot,  and  I 
delivered  my  ballot  to  Jesse  Williams,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election  aforesaid, 
who  received  the  same.  I  did  not  see  the  ballot-box  during  the  election  after  the 
polls  were  proclaimed  opened.  The  sill  of  the  window,  on  which  the  said  Jesse  Wil- 
liams was  leaning  during  the  time  he  received  the  ballots,  was  about  as  high  as  my 
head,  and  about  six  feet  high.  When  the  said  Jesse  Williams  received  my  ballot  he 
passed  it  into  the  room  through  the  open  window,  and  I  could  not  and  did  not  see 
what  disposition  he  made  of  it. 

JOHN  HARTSFIELD,  his  x  mark, 
Lives  five  miles  from  Greenwood,  at  Pine  Level,  Jackson  County,  Fla. 

HUBBARD  ROACH, 
Goodwin's  place,  near  NeaPs  Landing. 
DENIS  ROBINSON, 
Batsen  place,  near  Neal's  Landing. 
HENRY  SHERFIELD, 
Widow  NeaPs  place,  near  Neal's  Landing. 
ADAM  BELSER, 
Two  miles  from  Neal's  Landing. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
W^itness  to  the  five  above  signatures^ — 

Z.  L.  TiDBALL. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  ap- 
peared Hubbard  Roach,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  attended  tbe 
election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  5,  at  NeaFs  Landing  ; 
that  he  stood  near  the  window  where  tbe  votes  were  received ;  that  he  examined  the 
tickets  held  by  the  following  named  voters  just  prior  to  their  delivery  to  the  inspector 
at  the  said  election,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  said  electors  were  not  deceived 
in  casting  their  vot.e,  as  they  could  not  read,  viz,  Joseph  H.  Hawley,  John  Williams, 
Denis  Robertson,  John  Heartsfield,  William  A.  Belson,  Adam  Belson,  Joseph  T.  Horn, 
L.  R.  McEoy,  and  Henry  Sherfield.  The  deponent  farther  says  that  the  said  tickets 
were  all  republican  tickets,  and  the  names  of  the  following  candidates  were  printed 
thereon : 

For  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President — Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H. 
Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district— William  J.  Purman. 

For  governor— Marcellns  L.  Stearns. 

For  lieutenant-governor — David  Montgomery. 

For  senator,  first  district — ^Fuller  White. 

For  the  assembly,  Jackson  County— William  H.  Parker,  John  H.  Gilbert,  and  Jesse 
Robinson. 
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The  deponent  further  says  that  he  saw  the  same  tickets,  which  he  examined,  deliv- 
ered hy  the  aforesaid  voters  to  the  inspector,  Jesse  Williams. 

HUBBARD  ROACH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

AS  TO  MEN  TAKING   AFFIDAVITS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  J.  F.  McClellan,  of  Jackson  County,  Florida,  and  he  being  duly 
sworn,  savs  that  he  saw,  in  Jackson  County  aforesaid,  on  the  20th  day  of  NoTember, 
A.  D.  1876,  a  man  who  told  affiant  that  his  name  was  Linden.  Affiant  saw  said  man  in 
said  county  frequently  dnrini;^  the  past  week  associating  princinally  with  colored  peo- 
ple, and  he  has  seen  the  same  man  in  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  within  the  past  few  days,  pass- 
ing, as  deponent  is  informed,  under  the  name  of  Z.  L.  Tidball.  The  eyes  of  said  man 
are  dark,  and  so  is  his  hair.  Said  man  told  affiant,  as  said  man  was  going  into  said 
Jackson  County,  that  he  was  on  a  visit  to  Jackson  County  in  behalf  of  the  democratic 
party,  to  ascertain  all  about  the  election,  and  asked  affiant  if  he  (said  man)  could 
not  get  on  the  soft  side  of  Bill  Robinson  and  B.  F.  Livingston,  and  get  all  out  oif  them 
about  the  election.  And  deponent  thinks  this  is  the  same  man  making  affidavit  with 
W.  T.  Henderson  and  one  Cooper  filed  by  republican  party. 

J.  F.  McCLELLAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  2,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

AFFIDAVIT  AS  TO  AFFIDAVITS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  Benjamin  F.  Parker  and  others,  citizens  of  Jackson 
County,  whose  names  are  subscribed  hereto,  and  who,  being  severally  sworn,  say  tha( 
a  large  number  of  affidavits  purporting  to  have  been  made  by  republican  voters  of 
Jackson  County,  as  to  the  character  of  the  votes  they  cast  at  the  late  election  in  Jack- 
son County,  to  wit,  at  Friendship  Church  precinct  and  at  Campbellton  precinct ; 
that  said  affidavits  or  most  of  them  were  made  by  colored  persons  under  duress;  that 
is  to  say,  they  are  informed  and  believe  from  their  own  personal  knowledge  and  from 
actual  observation  that  one  Cooper,  a  United  States  deputy  marshal,  and  one  Ed- 
wards and  one  Tidball,  alias  Linden,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  armed  soldiers  of  the 
United  States,  went  about  the  county  from  place  to  place  taking  with  them  a  notary 
public  or  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  assembling  the  colored  voters  at  different  poinU, 
then  and  there  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gk>vemraent,  and  in  the 
presence  and  under  the  fear  of  these  armed  soldiers,  said  colored  people  were  induced 
to  assent  to  the  affidavits  presented  to  them,  whereas  many  of  them  were  incapable 
of  reading  and  writing  and  were  consequently  unable  to  determine  the  character  of 
the  ballot  they  voted ;  that  reports  had  been  generally  circulated  in  said  county,  pre- 
vious to  and  about  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  county  by  said  soldiers,  that  all 
colored  men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  be  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
chain-gang  for  life,  and  one  Ransom  McKay,  a  colored  man,  and  one  Warner  Bntt  a 
colored  man,  declining  to  meet  at  the  appointed  places  and  make  the  required  affida- 
vits, were  sent  for  and  were  threatened  with  arrest  and  punishment  if  they  did  oot 
come  forward  and  make  the  affidavits  required,  and  it  is  well-known  to  manv  of  affiants 
that  many  of  the  colored  voters  who  purport  to  have  subscribed  to  said  affidarita 
did,  at  either  one  or  the  other  of  the  precincts  above  named,  vote  the  democratic  tick- 
et, and  that  many  of  them  did  so  secretly,  they  being  afraid  of  injury  from  their  own 
party  if  it  were  known  that  they  voted  such  a  ticket. 

B.  F.  PARKER,  as  to  Campbellton,  Florida.    J.  H.  STEPHENS. 

JAS.P.COKER.  AMOS  HAYS. 

J.  W.  CALLOWAY.  A.  C.  WHITE. 

J.  H.  McKINNIE.  J.  B.  ANDERSON. 

J.  C.  JONES.  J.  T.  McCLELLAN. 

R.  R.  PENDER.  W.  R.  SNEAD. 

J.  R.  MOZLEY.  W.  D.  BARNES. 

GEO.  A.  BALTZELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS. 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
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SOME   HEARSAY  EVIDENCE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  uie,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  State  and  county,  personally  came  Al- 
exander Merritt,  Robert  J.  Pittuian^  who,  bein^  dulj  sworn,  say  that  they  know  Wil- 
liam K.  Robinson  and  Benjamin  Smith  ;  that  after  the  election  on  the  7tii  day  of  No- 
vember, 1^76,  they  heard  said  Robinson  and  Smith  say  in  Mariana  that  they  attended 
the  election  at  Sneed's  Store  precinct,  in  said  county ;  that  they  reacht-d  there  soon 
after  the  voting  had  commenced,  and  remained  there  all  day  and  until  the  ballot's 
were  counted  out  and  returns  made  up ;  that  they  watched  tlie  election  and  manner 
of  conducting  it  and  the  counting  of  the  votes  closely,  and  that  they  believed  that  said 
election  and  counting  of  the  ballots  were  fair  and  free  from  fraud  ;  that  they  had  no 
objection  to  make  against  said  precinct,  except  that  they  thought  the  polls  were  open 
before  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  though  thev  did  not  have  the  time. 

R.  J.  PITTMAN. 
A.  MERRITT. 

Sworn  bet<»rf  me  November  'Jo,  l^STf*. 

W.  U.  MILTON,  Co.  .Tudge,  J.  C. 

A   PERSECITKI)  CHRISTIAN,    f  ''^ 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

Personally  api>eared  before  me  Alfred  Christian,  who,  being  duly  swoni,  says  that  h© 
is  a  democrat  of  the  colored  race,  and  desired  to  vote  the  democratic  at  the  late 
election  in  Jackson  County,  being  a  legal  and  qualihed  voter,  but  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  the  opiK)sition  and  threats  of  colored  republicans;  that  on 
account  of  his  adhering  to  the  democrats  he  has  been  discarded  by  the  colored  people 
of  the  county,  and  is  now  afraid  to  attend  church  or  other  gatheringv^  of  his  race ; 
that  his  home  has  on  several  occasions  been  attacked  by  colored  republicans,  and  he  is 
constantly  subject  to  abu6e  by  them  when  he  meets  them  in  the  public  road  or  else- 
where ;  tnat  he  is  not  alone  in  these  subjects,  but  that  colored  democrats  generally  in 
this  county  are  treated  in  the  same  way.  Affiant  further  states  that  it  was  and  is  un- 
derstood by  the  colored  people  of  the  county  that  the  United  States  troops  recently 
brought  to  the  county  were  brought  here  to  get  affidavits  from  them ;  that  they  voted 
the  republican  ticket,  and  that  those  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  were  to  be  ar- 
rested and  put  in  the  chain-gang. 

ALFRED  CHRISTL^N,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  beA»re  me  this  *Jl*th  November,  1^^T6. 

ALFRED  BARNES. 
Juijtice  of  the  Peace. 

KEI'LV   TO   CHARdE.s. 

To  the  huijurable  board  of  cauvii<ssers : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  affidavit  of  B.  F.  Parker  and  fourteen 
other  person.s,  exhibited  by  the  contestees  in  support  of  their  answer,  and  averring 
among  other  things  that  a  Mr.  Cooper,  United  States  deputy  marshal,  with  others,  ac- 
companied by  a  squad  of  United  States  soldiers,  went  about  the  county  of  Jackson, 
and  assembling  the  colored  voters  at  dilferent  points ;  that,  in  fear  of  said  soldiers,  said 
colored  persons  were  induced  to  assent  to  the  affidavits  presented  to  them  ;  that  reports 
had  been  generally  circulated  in  said  county,  previous  to  and  about  the  time  of  the 
invasion  (the  language  of  the  affidavit  is  here  used)  of  the  county  by  said  soldiers,  that 
all  colored  men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  be  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
chain-gang  for  life;  that  certain  persons  who  had  declined  to  meet  at  the  appointed 
pjacea  and  make  the  required  affidavits  were  sent  for  and  threatened  with  arrest  and 
punishment  if  they  did  not  come  forward  and  make  the  affidavits  required ;  that  the 
said  affidavits  were  made  with  wanton  recklessness  of  statement.  Your  attention  is 
respectfully  invited  to  the  inclosures  herewith  attached,  being  the  correspondence  be- 
tween his  excellency  Governor  Stearns  and  General  Brannan,  the  reports  of  several 
officers  of  the  United  States  Army  on  duty  in  Jackson  County  at  the  time  covered  by 
the  said  affidavits,  and  the  affidavit  of  Messrs.  Tidball,  Henderson,  Cooper,  and  Ed- 
wards. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  ^.  C.  EMMONS, 
Of  Counsel  for  Contestants. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  said  State  and  county,  personally  came 
E.  J.  Williams' and  Mack  Hawkins,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that,  since  the  Uu  ted 
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)liliers  came  to  Mariaona  last  week,  it  has  been  freely  circulated  amoni;  the 
people  that  all  colored  men  in  Jackson  County  who  vote<l  the  democratic 
1  November  7,  1876,  would  be  by  United  States  powers  arrestotl  and  put  npon 
n-gang  for  life.  That  they  believe  that  many  colored  men  who  voted  the 
tic  ticket  have  been  so  intimidated  by  this  report  that  they  would  deny  that 
:ed  the  democratic  vote. 

MACK  HAWKINS,  his  x  mark. 

E.  L.  WILLL\MS. 
I  before  me  November  '27,  1)^70. 

W.  H.  MILTON 

County  Jntlge. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County  : 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  abstract  is  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  the 
votes  polle<l  at  the  several  precincts  in  said  county  on  the  7th  dajr  of  November,  1876, 
in  saitf  county,  as  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election,  on  file  in 
my  office,  and  canvassed  by  the  county  canvassers  of  said  county.  In  testimony 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  ray  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Marianna,  this  27th  day  of 
Novi'iuber,  A.  D.  l::^7r>. 

J.  N.  STALKY, 
Clerk  Court  J.  C. 

AFFIDAVIT   AS  TO   AFFIANTS. 

?!>tut(*  of  Florida,  Leon  County: 

IVrnon.illy  appeared  J.  F.  McClellan,  of  Jackson  County,  Florida,  and  he,  being  dnly 
sworu,  says  that  he  saw  in  Jackson  County  atbresaid,  on  the  2Uth  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  l'57t>,  a  man  who  told  affiant  that  his  name  was  Linden.  Affiant  saw  said  man 
in  said  county  frequently  during  the  past  week,  associating  principally  with  colored 
people,  and  has  seen  the  same  man  in  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  within  the  last  few  days,  pass- 
ing, as  deponent  is  informed,  under  the  name  of  Z.  L.  Tidball.  The  eyes  of  said  man 
are  dark,  and  so  is  his  hair.  Said  man  told  affiant,  as  said  man  was  going  into  said 
Jackson  County,  that  he  was  on  a  visit  to  Jackson  County  on  behalf  of  the  democratic 
party,  to  ascertain  all  about  the  election,  and  asked  affiant  if  he  (said  man)  could  not 
get  on  the  soft  side  of  Bell  Kobinson  and  B.  F.  Livingston  and  get  all  ont  of  them 
about  the  election  ;  and  deponent  thinks  this  is  the  same  man  making  affidavit  with 
\V.  F.  Henderson  and  one  Cooper,  filed  bv  republican  party. 

J.  F.  McCLELLAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  2,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SKAL  FOR  THE  STATE.]  GEO.   LEWIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

S  ate  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  Benjamin  F.  Barker  and  others,  citizens  of  Jackson 
County,  whose  names  are  subscribed  hereto,  and  who,  being  severally  sworn,  say  that 
a  large  number  of  affidavits,  purporting  to  have  been  made  by  repablican  voters  of 
Jackson  County,  as  to  the  character  of  the  votes  they  cast  at  the  late  election  in  Jack- 
son County,  to  wit,  at  Friendship  Church  precinct,  and  at  Campbellton  precinct ;  that 
said  affidavits,  or  most  of  them,  were  made  by  colored  persons  nnder  duress— that  is 
to  say.  they  are  informed  and  believe  from  their  own  personal  knowledge  and  from 
actual  observation,  that  one  Cooper,  a  United  States  deputy  marshal,  and  one  Edwards, 
and  one  Tidball,  (alias  Linbo,)  accompanied  by  a  squad  of  armed  soldiers  of  the  United 
States,  went  about  the  county  from  place  to  place,  taking  with  them  a  notary  public 
or  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  assembling  the  colored  voters  at  different  points,  then 
and  there,  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence and  under  the  fear  of  those  armed  soldiers,  said  colored  people  were  induced  to 
as-sent  to  the  affidavits  presented  to  them,  whereas  many  of  them  were  incapable  of 
rend  ill*;  and  writing,  and  were  consequently  unable  to  determine  the  character  of  the 
ballot  they  voted  ;  that  reports  had  been  generally  circulated  in  said  county  previong 
to  and  about  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  county  by  said  soldiers  that  all  colored 
men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  be  arrested  and  placed  in  the  chain-gang 
for  life,  and  one  Ransom  McKay,  a  colored  man,  and  one  Warren  Britt,  a  colored  man, 
de(  lining  to  meet  at  the  appointed  places  and  make  the  required  affidavits,  were  sent 
for  and  were  threatened  with  arrest  and  punishment  if  they  did  not  come  forward  and 
make  the  affidavits  required;  and  it  is  well  known  to  many  of  affiants  that  many  of 
the  colored  voters  who  purport  to  have  subscribed  to  said  affidavits,  did  at  either  one 
or  the  other  of  the  precincts  above  named  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  many 
of  them  did  so  secretly,  they  being  afraid  of  injuries  from  their  own  party  if  it  were 
kn  »wu  that  they  voted  such  a  ticket. 

B.  F.  PARKER,  GEO.  BALTZELL. 

(As  to  Campbellton.)  J.  H.  STEPHENS. 

JAMES  P.  KOKER.  AMOS  HAYS. 

J.  W.  CALLAWAY.  A.  C.  W^HITE. 

J.  H.  McKINNON.  J.  B.  ANDERSON. 

I.  C.  JONES.  J.  F.  McCLELLEK. 

R.  R.  PENELUS.  WM.  R.  SNEAD. 

J.  R.  MOZELY.  W.  D.  BARNES. 

Sworn  to  an  1  sulscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florid*. 
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AFFIDAVIT  OF  JACOB  H.   STEVENS 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Beforerme  personally  carae  Jacob  H.  Stephens,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  soon  af- 
ter the  election  lately  held  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  Edmond  Hayes,  who  was  in- 
spector of  election  at  Friendship  Church  in  said  county,  and  who  has  made  an  affida- 
vit for  the  republican  electors  against  the  regularity  of  the  election  at  said  precinct, 
went  with  affiant  to  the  town  of  Marianna  to  carry  the  poll-box  of  said  precinct,  and 
that  on  their  return  from  Marianna  on  the  Friday  after  the  election,  said  Hayes  told 
affiant  that  one  H.  Parker,  who  had  been  a  republican  candidate  for  the  legislature 
from  said  county,  had  approached  him  to  induce  him  to  make  some  charge  against  the 
election  at  said  precinct ;  that  said  Parker  told  him,  Hayes,  that  he  must  bring  some 
charge  against  said  election ;  but  that  he,  the  said  Hayes,  replied  that  he  knew  of  noth- 
ing that  could  be  said  against  the  fairness  or  legality  of  said  election,  and  was  un- 
willing to  make  anv  charge. 

J.  H.  STEPHENS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notaiy  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

CHKTIFICATE  OF  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  James  P.  Coker,  George  A.  Baltzell,  J.  H.  McKinne,  and  W.  L. 
Robinson,  of  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that 
they  are  well  acquainted  with  one  Henry  Long  who  acted  as  a  supervisor  of  the  elec- 
tion at  Friendship  Church  precinct  in  Jackson  County ;  that  they  know  his  general 
reputation  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lives  for  truth  and  veracity  ;  that  said 
reputation  is  bad ;  that  from  said  general  reputation  they  would  not  believe  him  upon 
his  oath. 

JAMES  P.  COKER. 

GEO.  A.  BALTZELL. 

J.  H.  McKINNE. 

W.  L.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  *2 1  diy  of  Daceniber,  A.  D.  1876. 
[»>EAL.]  GEO,  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

A  QUIET  ELECTION. 

Jackson  County,  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Edmond  Hays,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
was  a  manager  of  the  election  at  Friendship  Church  at  the  election  on  7th  November, 
1876,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  in  that  neighborhood,  and  with  the  voters  who 
voted  there :  that  there  were  jointly  more  white  men  than  colored  people  at  that  pre- 
cinct, and  that  the  election  was  conducted  quietlv  and  jointly ;  that  among  the  col- 
ored voters  there  were  but  three  who  could  read  and  write,  and  there  are  four  more 
who  could  read,  and  those  who  could  not  read  and  write  of  course  did  not  know  and 
could  not  know  how  they  voted  except  as  they  were  informed,  and  could  not  testify  on 
oath  for  whom  they  voted.  He  further  states  that  the  affidavits  taken  by  United 
States  Deputy  Marshal  Cooper  in  the  presence  of  United  States  soldiers  on  Saturday 
last,  25th  instant,  were  made  by  persons  who  could  not  read  or  write  except  as  above 
stated. 

EDMOND  HAYS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Alfred  Chartean,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
is  a  democrat,  of  the  colored  race,  and  desired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket' at  the  late 
election  in  Jackson  County,  being  a  legal  and  qualified  voter,  but  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  the  opposition  and  threats  of  colored  republicans ;  that  on 
account  of  his  adhering  to  the  democrats  he  has  been  discounted  by  the  colored  people 
of  the  county,  and  is  now  afraid  to  attend  church  or  otherwise  go  the  ways  of  his 
race ;  that  his  house  has  on  several  occasions  been  attacked  by  colored  republicans, 
and  he  is  constantly  subjected  to  abuse  by  them  when  he  meets  them  on  the  public 
road  or  elsewhere ;  that  he  is  not  alone  in  these  respects,  but  that  colored  democrats 
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generally  in  this  county  are  treated  in  the  sarae  way.  Affiant  further  states  that  it 
was  and  is  understood  by  the  colored  people  of  the  county  that  the  United  States 
troops  recently  brought  to  the  county  were  brought  here  to  get  affidavits  from  them 
they  voted  the  republican  ticket^  and  that  those  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket 
were  to  be  arrested  and  put  in  the  chain-gang. 

ALFRED  CHARTEAX,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
■State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  W.  H.  Milton,  county  judge  of  Jackson  County,  personally  came  John 
Mathews, who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  was  present  at  Friendship  Church  at  the  elec- 
tion held  on  the  7tn  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  said  couDt/ 
and  State  and  voted  at  said  precinct ;  said  election  was  qniet  and  peaceable.  I  bare 
lived  in  about  three  miles  of  Friendship  for  over  fifteen  years  and  am  well  acquainted 
in  said  neighborhood,  and  there  was  no  citizen  of  Alabama  that  voted  at  said  election 
at  Friendship  Church,  no  intimidation  by  words  vt  acts  to  influence  the  votes  of  an? 
one. 

JOHN  MATHEWS. 
Sworn  before  me  20th  of  November,  A.  D.  Ic^TU. 

\V.  H.  MILTON, 
County  Judge,  Jackson  County. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Abram  Dickson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  tiiat  be 
voted  at  Fnendship  Church  precinct  on  the  7th  November  last,  and  that  he  caa  neitber 
read  or  write,  and  does  not  know  how  he  voted,  except  that  he  was  told  by  another 
colored  man  that  it  was  a  republican  ticket.  That  when  he  made  affidavit  on  the25tb 
instant,  before  Justice  Alfred  Barnes  that  he  voted  the  republican,  he  only  meant  to 
say  that  he  thought  he  had  so  voted,  and  that  he  has  no  absolute  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  He  further  states  that  many  of  his  men  who  voted  at  said  precinct  could  not 
read,  and  that  they  ^ere  as  liable  to  be  mistaken  as  himself. 

ABRAM  DICKSON,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

COLORED  DEMOCRATS  INTIMIDATED. 

Jackson  County,  Florida : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county  and  State,  Amos 
Poys  and  others,  whose  names  appear  below,  citizens  and  residents  of  Jackson  County, 
Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  previous  to  the  late  election  on  7tb 
November,  1876,  and  during  the  said  election,  the  colored  democrats  of  the  said  eoanty 
we're  greatly  intimidated  oy  threats  of  personal  injury  if  they  voted  the  democratic 
ticket ;  that  subsequently  to  the  said  election,  and  within  the  last  few  days,  Unified 
States  troops  have  been  quartered  in  the  said  county,  and  detachments  mustered  from 
point  to  point  apparently  under  the  orders  of  the  radical  politicians  whenever  they 
desired  to  procure  affidavits,  greatly  to  the  terror  of  the  colored  people. 

That  the  impression  was  made  that  they  were  in  search  of  those  colored  persons  who 
had  voted  the  democratic  ticket  for  the  purpose  of  covert  and  punishment,  some  express- 
ing the  fear  that  they  would  be  put  in  the  chain-gang.  We  further  state  that  we  are 
acquainted  with  many  of  those  whose  affidavits  were  made  on  Saturday,  the  Soth 
instant,  before  Justice  Alfred  Barnes,  some  of  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Oscar 
Darnsby,  Henry  Black  well,  Henry  Robinson,  George  Gunn,  Charles  Gnnn,  Charles 
Boeman,  Davy  Bellamy,  Abram  Dickson,  Ed.  Long,  Henry  Long,  Ransom  McKay,  and 
others,  and  from  our  knowledge  of  their  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  we  do  not 
believe  the  affidavits  made  by  them  that  they  4iad  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the 
late  election  under  the  influences  surrounding  them  are  entitled  to  credit;  and  we  do 
believe  that  under  the  pressure  and  fear  under  which  the  said  affidavits  were  made 
that  the  United  States  marshal  could  have  procured  almost  any  statement  to  be  sworn 
to  that  he  may  have  dictated. 

AMOS  HAYES.  RICHARD  LOUIS. 

M.  B.  ALUMARTHY.  W.  B.  LONG. 

A.  LOUIS.  W.  H.  TAYLOR 

DAVID  BEAUCHAMP.  BOLYN  B.  BARKLEY. 

P.  G.  ALFORD.  LEWIS  TAYLOR, 

JOHN  R.  STEED.  CHAS.  C,  LIDDON. 

Sw  >rn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  of  November,  1876,  at  Greenwood,  in  Jack- 
son County,  Florida. 

ALFRED  BARNES, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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AFFIDAVIT  OF  ALFRED  BARNEb. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jackson  : 

If  Alfred  Barnes,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  ^o  hereby  certify  that  I  was 
requested  by  Jesse  Robinson  to  go  to  Friendship  Church  precinct  on  25th  November 
present,  when  I  met  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  Cooper  and  one  Captain  Penderson, 
and  was  by  them  requested  to  take  the  affidavits  of  sundry  colored  persons  alleged  to 
be  voters  at  said  precinct  at  election  on  7th  November  inst.,  and  that  at  their  request 
abont  sixty-five  affidavits  were  made  before  me  to  the  effect  that  thev  had  voted  the 
republican  ticket  at  said  precinct.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  though  the  more  intelli- 
gent of  said  affiants  knew  how  they  voted,  that  only  three  of  tnem  could  read  or 
write,  and  a  large  number  of  them  were  wholly  ignorant  how  they  voted  at  said  elec- 
tion, whether  for  the  democrats  or  republicans.  I  further  certify  that  Abram  Dicker- 
son,  one  of  the  said  affiants,  has  this  day  made  oath  that  he  did  not  know  bow  he  voted 
at  said  election,  though  he  had  sworn  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BARNES. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  EDMOND  HAYS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jackson  County : 

Before  me,  William  L.  Robinson,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  of  said  State  and  county, 

Eersonally  came  Edmond  Hays,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  dulv  sworn,  says  that 
e  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  as  inspector  of  the  election  held  at  the 
precinct  known  as  Friendship  Church,  in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  helped  conduct  said  election,  together  with 
Jacob  H.  Stephens  and  John  B.  Anderson,  the  other  two  inspectors ;  that  they  all  were 
daly  sworn  ;  that  C.  C.  Gunn  was  chosen  clerk  at  said  election,  and  duly  sworn ;  that 
aaid  election  was  conducted  in  the  most  peaceable  and  quiet  manner.  There  was  no 
iDtimidation,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  words,  gestures,  or  otherwise ;  that  there  was 
no  fraud  or  irregularity  in  the  manner  said  election  was  conducted.  That  there  were 
two  United  States  supervisors  present  at  said  election,  Henry  Long  and  John  R. 
Moseley,  who  had  free  access  to  the  ballot-box  and  place  of  voting ;  that  I  saw  the 
count  made,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  fair  election  in  all  things. 

EDMOND  HAYS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  W.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  William  L.  Robinson,  of  Jackson  County,  Florida,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  John  Barkley,  the  person  who 
it  is  claimed  made  an  affidavit  that  he  offered  to  vote  at  said  election  at  the  precinct 
known  as  Port  Jackson,  in  Jackson  County,  but  was  refused  the  same ;  that  said  John 
Barkley  left  Jackson  County  several  years  ago  with  his  wife,  who  was  charged  with 
larceny ;  that  said  John  Barkley  did  not  return  to  said  county  but  a  short  time  before 
said  election,  to  wit,  much  less  time  than  one  year  ;  deponent  further  says  that  the 
election  held  at  the  precinct  known  as  Port  Jackson  was  at  the  usual  place  where  the 
election  has  been  conducted  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  the  only  house  where  said 
election  could  have  been  held ;  that  the  said  John  Barkley  is  a  man  of  bad  character 
and  totally  unworthy  of  credit  or  belief,  and  from  bis  general  reputation  for  truth  and 
veracity  among  his  neighbors  he  would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath  ;  that  said  Green 
Bull,  who  is  claimed  made  a  similar  affida^t  to  that  of  John  Barkley,  was  a  fugitive 
from  justice,  having  been  indicted  in  the  circuit  court  of  Jackson  County  for  a  lelony 
more  than  a  year  ago  and  fled  to  parts  unknown.  This  deponent  further  says  that 
Crump  Buie,  who  made  affidavits  respecting  Campbellton  precinct,  told  this  deponent  in 
the  city  of  Tallahassee  on  Thursday  of  this  week  that  he  was  paid  by  the  republican 
party  one  dollar  per  day  for  being  here  and  fed  well ;  said  Crump  Buie  is  the  same  person 
who  made  affidavit  with  one  Martin  McKay  that  they  heard  some  person  in  the  store 
at  Campbellton  when  ballot-box  was  left  in  said  store  during  the  recess  of  the  inspectors. 

W.  L.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  dav  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
[SKAL.]    For  the  State. 

TAKING  DEPOSITIONS  IN  JACKSON  COUNTY. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me,  Samuel  Walker,  county  judge  of  Leon  County  and  State  aforesaid^per- 
aonally  appeared  William  T.  Henderson,  Z.  L.  Tidball,  Charles  H.  Edwards,  and  W.  C. 
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Cooper,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  sworn,  npon  oath  say  that  they  have  been  engaged  in 
taking  the  affidavits  of  sundry  persons  in  Jackson  Coanty,  State  of  Florida,  the  said  affi- 
davits to  be  used  as  evidence  before  the  board  of  canvassers  of  said  State,  at  their  meeting 
to  canvass  the  election  returns  for  presidential  electors  and  State  officers  in  said  State: 
that  they  obtained  the  signatures  of  a  large  number  of  persons  to  affidavits  now  exhib^ 
ited  before  said  board  ;  that  in  every  instance  before  the  signature  was  affixed  to  th« 
affidavit  and  the  person  sworn  thereto  his  own  statement  was  obtained  from  him  and 
taken  down  substantially  as  given ;  that  the  instrument  which  he  was  to  sign  was 
first  read  and  explained  to  him  fully  and  carefully  ;  that  each  and  every  person  so 
signing  was  asked  previous  to  signing  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  its  being  made 
public  how  he  voted ;  that  if  he  had  any  such  objection  his  signature  was  not  desirwl : 
that  if  they  expressed  a  willingness  to  give  their  affidavit,  all  such  as  conld  write  tbeir 
names  did  so ;  when  the  signature  was  by  mark  it  was  taken  in  the  usual  manner  and 
invariably  attested,  the  attestation  appearing  on  the  paper. 

The  affiant  Tidball,  speaking  for  himself,  says  that  he  wrote  the  names  of  a  large 
number  of  persons  for  them,  at  their  request,  they  holding  the  pen  while  he  wrote: 
that  in  all  such  cases  the  affiant's  name  appears  on  the  affidavit  opposite  the  names  of 
the  persons  so  subscribing. 

The  affiant  Edwards,  speaking  for  himself,  says  that  in  the  case  of  every  such  affidavit 
where  he  has  certified  that  he  administered  the  oath,  such  oath  was  actually  admin- 
istered in  correct  and  proper  form,  and  each  affiant  was  fully  aware  that  he  was  taking 
an  oath  to  the  truthfulness  thereof 

Affiants  say  further,  that  all  the  affidavits  obtained  by  them  were  given  freely,  vol- 
untarily, and  without  any  threat  or  improper  inducement  ofi'ered  ;  that  in  no  case  was 
any  means  of  intimidation  used  to  obtain  the  said  affidavits. 

Affiants  further  say  that  they  were  attended  by  a  detachment  of  soldiers  to  the  sev- 
eral places  to  which  they  went  to  obtain  said  affidavits ;  that  the  object  of  the  soldien 
was  simply  for  the  protection  of  affiants  against  lawless  interference  and  not  for  tbe 
intimidation  of  anybody ;  and  affianta  further  say  that  they  have  reason  to  and  do 
verily  believe  that  in  no  instance  did  the  soldiers  occasion  any  fear  on  the  part  of  any 
person  to  coerce  him  into  giving  his  affidavit;  and  that  if  there  were  reports,  calon- 
lat«d  to  intimidate  the  colored  people  and  induce  them,  against  their  wills,  to  give 
affidavits,  such  reports  were  originated  by  persons  other  than  these  affiants  or  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  accompanied  them ;  and  further  these  affiants  saith  not. 

WM.  T.  HENDERSON. 

Z.  L.  TIDBALL, 

C.  H.  EDWARDS. 

W.  C.  COOPER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

SAMUEL  WALKER, 
County  Judge,  Leon  County,  Florida. 

COKRESPONBENCK. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  December  *2, 1^6. 

Brevet  Major-GeueraJ  J.  M  Brannax,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Poaty  Tallahassee : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  an  affidavit  of  B.  F.  Parker  and  oth^r 
citizens  of  Jackson  County,  in  this  State,  submitted  to  the  "  State  canvassing-board'' 
now  in  session  in  this  city  canvassing  the  vote  for  presidential  electors,  the  recent 
presence  of  a  detachment  of  your  command  in  that  county  is  termed  an  invasion  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  colored  voters  to  make  affidavits  through  fear  of  armed  soldierf . 
In  view  of  this  charge  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  allow  to  be  submitted  to  the 
*' canvassing-board "  a  statement  from  the  proper  source  showing  the  orders  under 
which  the  detachment  acted  while  in  the  county,  and  what  its  action  was  in  regard  to 
the  subject  alluded  to. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfollv,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  STEARNS, 
Gorernof. 

Headquarters  United  States  Troops, 

Tallahassee,  rlonda,  Decemlm-  3, 187G. 
Governor  M.  L.  Stearns,  Tallahassee,  Florida : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday^s  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
official  copies  of  the  reports  of  officers  accompanying  the  detachment  of  troops  sent  to 
Jackson  County  on  November  20th,  1876. 

The  reports  embrace,  I  think,  all  the  information  asked  for  in  your  letter. 
I  am,  governor,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Major  First  Artillery,  Brevet  Major-General  U.  8-  Army,  Commanding. 


Digitized  Dy  ^ 


ioogk 


MILITARY    REPORTS.  249 

REPORTS. 

Camv  of  Infantry  Battalion,  Tallahassee,  Fla., 

December  3, 1876. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  post  orders  No.  4,  C.  S.,post  of 
Tallahassee,  Fla.,  I  left  this  post  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  '20th  of  November,  1876,  with  Com- 
pany A,  Second  Infantry,  (3  commissioned  officers  and  30  enlisted  men,)  and  proceeded 
by  rail  to  Chattahoochee,  Fla.,  and  from  thence  marched  to  Marian na,  Jackson  Connty, 
Fla.,  where  I  arrived  and  went  into  camp  on  the  '23d  day  of  November,  187G,  at  3  p.  m. 
During  my  stay  at  Mariauna,  Fla.,  the  verbal  instructions  given  me  by  the  department 
commander — which  were,  to  furnish  escorts  from  my  command  to  Mr.  Edwards  and 
others  who  were  engaged  in  the  county  in  taking  testimony  in  regard  to  the  late  elec- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their  molestation  while  engaged  in  the  duties-;- 
were  carried  out,  and  all  the  duty  performed  b^  my  command  while  in  Jackson  Connty  is 
set  forth  in  the  inclosed  report  of  Second  Lieut.  J.  R.  Waring,  Second  Infantry,  the 
officer  sent  by  me  in  command  of  the  escorts  furnished. 

Pursuant  to  letter  of  instructions  sent  me  from  department  headquarters,  dated 
Tallahassee,  Fla.,  November  25,  1876,  on  the  2dth  day  of  November,  1876, 1  left  Mari- 
aona,  Fla.,  with  my  command  and  arrival  at  Chattahoochee  station  on  the  iiOth  of 
November,  1876,  at  noon  ;  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  30th  ultimo  I  took  the  train  and  arrived  at 
this  post  at  11  a.  m.  that  day. 
The  total  distance  traveled  was  80  miles  by  rail  and  60  miles  marched. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MILLS, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commandiug  Company  A. 
First  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Wheeler,  First  Artillery,  Post  Adjutant. 

Official  copy. 

E.  D.  WHEELER, 
First  Lieutenant  First  Artillery,  Post  Adjutaiit. 

Camp  United  States  Troops, 

Mariannaj  Fla,,  Xavemher  25,  1876. 
Second  Lieutenant  John  K.  Waring,  Second  Infantry,  with  a  detail,  one  sergeant  and 

four  privates  of  Company  A,  Second  Infantry,  will  to-day,  at  8  a.  m.,  accompany 

Edwards,  county  clerk  of  Leon  County,  Florida,  to  such  places  in  Jackson  County, 
Florida,  as  he  may  desire  to  visit.  It  will  be  Lieutenant  Waring's  duty  to  see  that 
Mr.  Edwards  is  not  molested  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  he  is  engaged  in. 

WM.  MILLS, 
Captain  Second  Infantry.  Commanding. 
A  true  copy. 
L.  S.  Ames. 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 

Official. 

E.  D.  WHEELER, 
First  Lieutenant  Artillery,  Post  Adjutant. 

Tallahassee,  December  3,  1870. 
Sir:  I  havetthe  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  of  orders  hereto  attached,  I  on 
the  25tti  day  of  November  proceeded  with  a  detachment  of  sergeant  and  four  privates 
of  Company  A,  Second  Infantry,   from  Marianna,  Jackson  County,   to  Jerusalem 

Church,  same  county,   accompanying  Mr.  Edwards  and  Tidball.     W^e  left 

Marianna  at  about  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  the  church  about  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  at 
which  place  the  above-named  gentlemen  proceeded  to  take  affidavits  of  certain  parties. 
We  remained  at  the  church  until  about  half  past  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  we  returned 
to  Marianna,  arriving  at  that  place  about  9^  o'clock.  I  would  respectfully  state  that, 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  we  traveled,  the  soldiers  being  in  a  wagon  and  Mr, 
T.,  E.,  and  myself  in  buggies,  that  the  soldiers  did  not  arrive  at  said  church  until 
about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  or  until  the  gentlemen  had  nearly  completed  their  work ;  that 
the  gentlemen  aforesaid  completed  their  work  without  interference  from  any  one,  and 
that  the  soldiers  were  kept  withont  the  building  during  the  time  they  were  at  the 
place.  On  the  27th  of  November  I,  with  two  soldiers,  proceeded  with  the  same  gentle- 
men to  the  neighborhood  of  Neal's  Landing,  same  county,  at  which  place  they  pro- 
ceeded to  take  affidavits  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  2Sth  we  went  to  Port  Jack- 
son, same  county,  and  affidavits  taken  in  the  same  manner. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


250  FLORIDA ^JACKSON    COUNTY. 

I  would  rtsjicrt fully  fetate  that  the  soldiers  were  at  no  time  present  in  the  room  when 
the  affidavits  were  taken,  and  that  no  intimidation  or  interference  with  any  parties  on 
the  part  of  the  soldiers  occurred. 

I  would  also  respectfully  state  that  I  myself  was  personally  present  when  nearly 
«very  affidavit  was  taken,  and  I  can  positively  state  that  no  intioiidation  or  force  wm 
used  in  having  any  affidavit  signed  or  sworn  to;  on  the  contrary,  each  and  every  per- 
son was  asked  after  having  the  affidavit  read  to  him  and  before  signing  it,  if  he  under- 
6t<>od  the  purport  of  it  and  whether  he  would  sign  it  of  his  own  free  will;  and  none 
signed  it  otherwise.  Every  affidavit  was  given  in  a  perfectly  free  and  fair  manner. 
We  proceedeil  to  Chattahoochee,  arriving  at  that  place  on  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
where  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  company. 

I  am,  sir.  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHX  K.  WARING, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 
To  Captain  William  Mills.  Second  Infantry, 

Commanding  United  States  Troops. 

A  true  copy. 
E.  D.  Wheklkr. 
First  Lieutenant  First  Artillery,  Post  Adjutant. 

THE  MILITARY. 

Camp  of  Infantry  Battalion, 

Tallahassee,  Fla.^  December  3, 1876, 

First  Lieut.  E.  D.  Wheeler,  First  Artillery,  Post-Adjutant : 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  post-orders  No.  4,  current 
series,  post  of  Tallahassee,  Florida,  I  left  this  post  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1876,  with  company  A,  Second  Infantry,  (3  commissioned  officers  and  30  enlisted  men,) 
and  proceeded  by  rail  to  Chattahoochie,  and  from  thence  marched  to  Marianna,  Jackson 
County,  Florida,  where  I  arrived  and  went  into  camp  on  the  20th  day  of  November, 
1876,  at  3  p.  m. 

During  my  stay  at  Marianna,  Fla.,  the  verbal  instructions  giveu  me  by  the  depart^ 
nient  commander,  which  were  to  furnish  escorts  from  my  command  to  Mr.  Edwards 
and  others,  who  were  engaged  in  the  county  in  taking  testimony  in  regard  to  the  late 
election,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  theiV  molestation  while  engaged  in  their  duties, 
were  carried  out,  and  all  the  duty  performed  by  my  command  while  in  Jackson 
County  is  set  forth  in  the  inclosed  reply  of  Second  Lieut.  J.  K.  Waring,  Second  Infan- 
try, the  officer  sent  by  me  in  command  of  the  escorts  furnished,  pursuant  to  letter  of 
instruction  sent  me  from  department  headquarters,  dated  at  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
November  25th,  1876.  On  the  28th  day  of  November,  1876,  I  left  Marianna,  Florida, 
with  my  command  and  arrived  at  Chattahoochie  Station  on  the  29th  of  November. 
1*^6,  at  noon  ;  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  30th  ult.  I  took  the  train  and  arrived  at  this  post  at  11 
a.  m.  that  day.  The  total  distance  traveled  was  80  miles  by  rail  and  66  miles  marched. 
Verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

WM.  MILLS, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 

Official  copv. 

WM.  MILLS, 
Captain  St'cond  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A 

REQl'EST  OF  COUN.SEL. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Canvassers : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  affidavit  of  B.  F.  I'arker  and  fourteen 
other  persons,  exhibited  by  the  contestees  in  support  of  their  answer,  and  averring, 
among  other  things,  that  a  Mr.  Cooper,  United  States  deputy  marshal,  with  others,  ac- 
companied by  a  squad  of  United  States  soldiers,  went  about  thecounty  of  Jackson,  and 
assembling  the  colored  voters  at  dififerent  points ;  that  in  fear  of  said  soldiers  said  col- 
ored people  were  induced  to  assent  to  the  affidavits  presented  to  them  that  reports  had 
been  generally  circulated  in  said  county  previous  to  and  about  the  time  of  the  inva- 
sion—the language  of  the  affidavit  is  here  used — of  the  county  by  said  soldiers  ttiat  all 
colored  men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  be  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
chain-gang  for  life ;  that  certain  persons  who  had  declined  to  meet  at  the  appointed 
place  and  make  the  required  affidavits  were  sent  for  and  threatened  with  arrest  and 
punishment  if  they  did  not  come  forward  and  make  the  affidavits  required. 

That  said  affidavit  was  made  with  wanton  recklessness  of  statement,  your  attention 
is  respectfully  called  to  the  inclosnre  herewith  attached,  being  the  correspondence  be- 
tween his  excellency  Governor  Stearns  and  General  Brannan,  the  reports  of  several 
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oflQcerh  of  the  United  States  Army  on  duty  in  Jackson  County  at  the  time  covered  by 
the  said  at!idavit,  and  the  affidavit  of  Messrs.  Tidbal!,  Henderson,  Cooper,  and  Edwardb. 
Very  respec t  full  v . 

J.  P.  C.  EMMONS, 
Of  Counsel  for  Contestants . 

INSTIJUCTIONIJ  TO  ESCOIH . 

Camp  Uxitkd  States  Ti^ooi's, 

Marianutty  Fla.^  Sovembtr  2.'),  lrf7G. 
Second  Lieut.'  J^hn  K.  Waring,  Second  Infantry    with  a  detail    of  one  sergeant 
and  foor  privates  of  Company  A,  Second  Infantry,  will  to-day,  at  8  a.  in.,  accompany 
Charles  H.  Edwards,  county  clerk  of  Leon  Connty,  Florida,  to  such  places  in  Jackson 
County ,  Florida,  as  he  may  desire  to  visit. 

It  will  be  Lieutenant  Waring's  duty  to  see  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  not  molested  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  he  is  engaged  in. 

\VM.  MILLS, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commanding. 
A  tnie  copy. 
L.  S.  Ames, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 

Official. 

E.  D.  WHEELER, 
First  Lieutenant  First  Artillery,  Post-Adjutant. 

ACTION  OF  ESCORT. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  December  3, 1876. 
Capt.  William  Mills,  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  United  States  troops: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  in  compliance  with  orders  hereto  attached, 
I,  on  the  25th  day  of  November,  1876,  proceeded  with  a  detachment  of  one  sergeant 
and  four  privates  of  Company  A,  Second  Infantry,  from  Marianna^  Jackson  County, 
Florida,  to  Jerusalem  Church,  same  county,  accompanying  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Tid- 
1)all.  We  left  Marianna  at  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  arrived  at  the  church  at  about  I 
o'clock  p.  m.,  at  which  place  above  named  gentlemen  proceeded  to  take  affidavits  of 
certain  persons.  We  remained  at  the  church  till  about  5^  p.  m.,  when  we  returned  to 
Marianna,  arriving  at  that  place  at  about  9^  o'clock  p.  m. 

I  will  respectfully  state  that  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  we  traveled,  the  sol- 
diers being  in  a  wagon,  and  Mr.  T.,  E.,  and  myself  in  buggies,  that  the  soldiers  did  not 
arrive  at  said  church  till  about  4  o'clock  p.m.,  or  until  these  gentlemen  had  nearly  com- 
pleted their  work;  that  the  gentlemen  aforesaid  completed  their  work  without  inter- 
ference from  any  one,  and  that  the  soldiers  were  kept  without  the  building  during  the 
time  they  were  at  the  place. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1876,  I,  with  two  soldiers,  proceeded  with  the  same 
gentlemen  to  the  neighborhood  of  Neal's  Lauding,  same  county,  at  which  place  they 

Proceeded  to  take  affidavits  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  28th  we  went  to  Port 
ackson,  same  county,  and  affidavits  taken  in  the  same  manner. 
I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  soldiers  were  at  no  time  present  in  the  room 
where  the  affidavits  were  taken,  and  that  no  intimidation  or  interference  with  any 
parties  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  occurred. 

I  would  also  respectfully  state  that  I  myself  was  personally  present  when  nearly 
every  affidavit  was  taken,  and  I  can  positively  state  that  no  intimidation  or  force  was 
use^l  in  having  any  affidavit  signed  or  sworn  to;  on  the  coutrary,  each  and  every  per- 
son was  asked  after  having  the  affidavit  read  to  him  and  before  signing  it,  if  he  under- 
stood the  purport  of  it,  and  whether  he  would  sign  it  of  his  own  free  will,  and 
none  eignea  it  otherwise.  Every  affidavit  was  given  in  a  perfectly  free  and  fair 
manner. 

We  proceeded  to  Chat  tab  oochie,  arriving  at  that  place  on  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
where  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  company. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  WARING. 
Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry- 
A  true  copy : 

E.  D.  Wheeler, 

First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Post-Adjutant. 
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ARGUMENT  OF  DEMOCRATIC  COUNSEL. 

The  nply  of  iht  ikmnratic electors  to  the  specificaiions  of  ike  repuhlkan  clettore  as  to  tkt  rt" 
turns  of  election  from  said  county. 

Port  Jackson  prtcinct. — As  to  the  specifications  and  charges  as  to  this  precioct,  demo- 
cratrfsay  as  follows: 

As  to  the  refusal  to  permit  Bnd  Jones  and  Mansfield  Smith  to  vote,  we  say  thattbcir 
affidavits  do  not  show  that  they  were  not  told  or  informed,  npon  heiug  so  refused  or 
challenged,  what  the  qaalifications  of  an  elector  are,  (section  16,  election-law;)  nor 
that  the  inspectors  did  not  offer  to  administer  the  oath  prescribed  by  section  16  of  the 
election-law;  or  that  they  asked  to  have  snch  oath  administered;  nor  that  tbey,  or 
either  of  tbeni,  would  have  taken  the  oath;  nor  do  they  swear  they  were  qualiiieil 
voters  of  said  county  in  their  affidavit  filed  by  contestants.  Such  affidavits  do  not 
show  that  their  names  were  on  the  lists  of  registered  voters  had  or  used  by  saidin- 
bpectors.  We  deny  that  the  name  of  Mansfield  Smith  appears  on  the  re£istratioii-list 
of  said  county  as  of  day  of  election,  a  certified  copy  of  which  copy  is  tiled,  aud 
deny  that  either  of  them  was  a  qualified  voter. 

As  to  Peter  Mayner,  Green  Bull,  King  Kary,  and  John  Barkley,  we  say  that  ihe 
name  of  Peter  Mayner  does  not  appear  on  the  registration-list,  and  as  to  King  Kary. 
we  say  his  name  does  not  appear  on.the  registration-list.  As  to  John  Barkley,  we.  ^y 
that  this  John  Barkley  was  not  a  quali6ed  voter  of  said  county.  He  fled  this  county 
several  years  ago  with  his  wife,  who  was  charged  with  larceny,  and  did  not  retuiu  till 
shortly  before  the  election,  within  a  few  months — much  less  than  a  year  as  appears  by 
the  affidavit  of  W.  L.  Robinson,  filed  herewith.  The  names  of  several  John  Barkleys 
appear  on  this  list  of  voters  of  said  county,  but  they  are  different  persons  and  vot^d 
at  other  precincts  in  said  county. 

As  to  Green  Bull,  he  was  not  a  registered  voter  of  said  county  on  said  election-day. 
and  his  name  did  not  appear  on  said  list  as  shown  by  said  copy  thereof.  He  was 
indicted  in  Jackson  circuit  court  for  a  felony  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  fled  the  State 
to  parts  unknown.  The  only  Green  Bull  whose  name  appears  on  said  list  is  the  father 
of  the  deponent  and  not  deponent.  The  affidavits  of  these  parties  do  not  show  that 
they  were  not  told  or  informed  npon  being  refused  to  vote,  or  challenge4v  what  the 
qualifications  of  a  voter  or  elector  are ;  nor  doe«  it  show  or  charge  that  their  naates 
were  on  the  list  furnished  to  said  inspectors  ;  nor  that  the  inspectors  did  not  offer  to. 
administer  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  or  that  they  or  either  of  them  applied  to  have 
such  oath  administered  ;  nor  that  either  of  them  would  have  taken  such  oath  if  it  bad 
been  offered  ;  nor  that  they  are  qualified  or  legal  voters  of  said  county. 

As  both  charges  upon  the  subject  of  the  ballot-box  and  its  location,  there  is  no  proof 
tending  to  show  that  there  was  any  improper  or  fraudulent  conduct  connected  there- 
with ;  there  is  no  proof  that  its  location  was  used  as  a  means  of  changing,  substituting, 
or  suppressing  any  ballots.  The  following  is  the  only  one  at  said  polling-place  ia 
which  the  poll  could  have  been  held,  and  is  the  building  in  which  the  poll  has  been 
commonly  held  at  the  elections  for  the  last  several  years,  as  appears  by  the  affidavit  of 
W.  L.  Robinson,  filed  herewith. 

The  affidavit  of  Braxton  Gilbert,  an  inspector,  filed  by  contestant,  shows  that  he  was 
with  the  ballot-box  the  whole  time,  except  a  few  minutes  after  the  close  of  the  election. 

The  affidavits  of  John  W.  Selman,C.  M,  Couplin,  inspectors,  shows  that  the  election 
was  free  of  fraud  and  fair.    They  are  filed  herewith. 

The  affidavit  of  T.  A.  Parramore  and  J.  W.  Rjbinson,  supervisors,  and  of  Isaac  Cobb, 
Isaac  Robinson,  H.  I.  Watson,  Arthur  Lewis,  aud  others  herewith  filed,  shows  that  the 
election  was  fair  and  free  from  fraud. 

As  to  the  variance  between  the  number  of  ballots  found  in  the  ballot-box  and  the 
number  of  votes  reported  on  the  poll-list,  we  claim  that  the  poll-list  cannot  be  claimed 
to  be,  and  is  not,  conclusive  evidence  that  only  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes  were 
cast  instead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  votes.  There  is  no  testimony  from  any  in- 
spector to  show  that  the  poll-list  is  correct,  or  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  voters 
did  not  vote.  The  affidavit  of  the  inspector,  Braxton  Gilbert,  whom  "republicans 
had  doubtless  been  faithful  in  at  least  permitting  to  testify  to  the  best  of  his  capacity, 
shows  no  such  thing.  The  testimony  of  the  other  inspectors  is  in  support  of  there  hav- 
ing been  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  votes  duly  cast ;  and  the  return  of  all  the  inspect- 
ors and  of  the  above-named  persons  is  in  support  of  there  being  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  votes  legally  cast.    They  all  show  that  the  election  was  fair. 

We  claim  that  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Edwards,  the  notary  public  before 
whom  the  affidavits  of  Manur  and  others,  filed  by  contestants,  were  made,  is  the 
most  perfect,  unqualified,  and  unadulterated  hearsay.  This  person,  who  is  a  notary 
public,  and  went  to  Jackson  County  to  take  their  affidavits,  although  he  has  stated 
what  he  heard  them  say,  does  not  state  that  would,  in  his  opinion,  swear  to  whifc 

he  says  they  said.    We  submit  that  what  Mr.  Edwards  heard  other  people  say  is  not 
evidence,  particularly  when  he  was  sent  to  Jackson  County  to       the  affidavit  of  repnh- 
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JicaQ  witnesses,  and  that  the  same  nile  is  to  be  applied  to  and  condemns  and  excludes 
the  affidavits  of  W.  T.  Henderson,  W.  O.  Cooper,  and  that  of  Z.  L.  Tidball,  alias  as  Mr, 
Linden,  who  represented  himself  as  Linden  in  Jackson  County,  as  appears  by  affidavit 
of  I.  F.  McClellan,  filed  herewith. 

We  respectfully  claim  that  the  vote  of  said  precinct  should  remain  and  be  taken  as  can- 
vassed by  the  county  canvassers,  and  that  if  the  State  board  do  not  do  this  they  can  under 
no  circumstances  do  more  or  any  other  thing  than  prorate  the  nine  votes  among  the 
two  sets  of  candidates  for  electors,  by  deducting  them  on  a  pro-rata  basis  from  such 
candidates.  The  157  votes  which  are  unquestioned  should  not  be  thrown  away,  and 
these  voters  deprived  of  their  franchise  by  an  error  of  this  kind — if  there  has  been  any 
error,  which  at  most  is  probably  clerical,  and  could  be  explaiued  by  the  clerk  and  in- 
spectors, if  time,  permitted  them  to  be  reached. 
*  Sneed's  store. — As  to  the  specification  and  chargesof  the  republicans  as  to  this  precinct, 
we  say  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  polls  at  this  precinct  were  improperly  taken  possession 
of  by  three  democrats  calling  themselves  inspectors;  and  that  it  is  not  true  that  the 
polls  were  opened  fifteen  minutes  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  election ;  and 
that  it  ii>  not  true  that  a  large  number,  to  wit,  about  forty  white  men,  were  voted  before 
eight  o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for  opening  the  polls,  but  they  aver  that  the  said 
p<»lls  at  the  said  Sneed's  store  precinct  were  opened  after  eight  o'clock  a.m.  on  the  day 
of  election,  by  J.  T.Thigi>en,  a  regularly-appointed  inspector,  and  Walter  R.  Sneedand 
William  S.  Pope,  who  were  duly  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  there  assembled,  in  the 
place  and  stead  of  William  K.  Robinson,  Abram  Dixon,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
l»oard  of  county  commissioners  inspector  for  that  precinct,  but  who  had  failed  to  appear  at 
the  hour  of  eight  o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for  opening  the  polls — the  said  Robinson 
not  appearing  at  the  polls  till  near  nine  o'clock,  and  the  said  Dixon  not  till  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  said  day ;  that  said  Thigpen  and  Sneed  and  Pope  were  duly  sworn  in  as 
wich  inspectors  by  P.  K.  Green,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  of  Jackson ; 
and  that  said  inspectors  electe<l  Adam  White  as  their  clerk,  who  was  also  sworn  as  such 
clerk  :  that  Isaac  P.  King  was  appointed  supervisor  by  the  United  States  district  court 
for  said  precinct,  and  served  as  such.  They  further  aver  that  no  one  voted  at  that 
precinct,  either  white  or  black,  till  after  eight  o'clock ;  and  that  such  white  voters  as 
voted  at  said  precinct  were  well  known  in  and  about  said  precinct,  and  belonged  to 
that  and  the  adjoining  precinct  of  Masgrove's  Mills,  which  latter  precinct  had  been 
abolished  by  the  republican  board  of  county  commissioners  immediately  before  the  re- 
cent election. 

In  support  of  this  answer  we  bee:  leave  to  refer  to  the  affidavits  of  C.  C.  Sullivan 
and  twelve  others;  L.  C  Armistead,  W.  B.  Robertson,  and  others;  Larkin  Davis  and 
others;  I.  P.  King,  Adam  C.  White,  Green  Led  better,  and  others;  J.  P.  Thigpen,  M. 
.Saunders,  Jesse  Eppes.  Alonzo  Lee,  D.  A.  Kemp,  and  others ;  A.  Banks,  and  to  the  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  affidavits  of  inspectors  and  clerks  of  said  election. 

And  for  answer  to  the  second  specification,  we  say  that  it  is  untrue  that  William 
K.  Robinson,  who  had  been  disqualified  as  an  inspector  for  that  precinct,  was  forcibly 
excluded  from  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was  kept,  or  that  he  was  forcibly  pre- 
vented from  the  discharge  of  his  duties  by  the  inspectors  and  clerks  of  said  election  or 
by  any  other  persons;  that  it  is  not  true  that  he  reached  said  precinct  at  or  before  8 
o'clock  a.  m. ;  that  after  he  reached  there  he  was  treated  as  any  other  voter,  and  voted 
at  said  precinct.  That  ho  and  Benjamin  B.  Smith,  supervisors,  and  Richard  Mills, 
United  States  deputy  marshal,  all  remained  at  the  polls  till  they  were  closed,  and  the 
vote  counted,  and  returns  made  up,  and  Robinson  assisted  in  the  count,  and  they  each 
of  them  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  the  election  was  conducted. 
And  the  said  William  K.  Robinson  afterward  said  to  others,  and  before  the  canvass- 
i!ig-board  in  Marianna,  on  10th  of  November,  that  the  election  at  Sneed's  store  was 
conducted  fairly  and  quietly,  and  that  he  had  no  objection  to  make  thereto,  except  as 
to  the  time  of  opening  the  polls,  and  said  in  regard  to  that  that  he  was  not  certain, 
but  thought  that  he  would  be  able  to  prove  that  the  polls  were  opened  before  eight 
o'clock :  and  when  the  said  William  K.  Robinson  reached  said  precinct  he  was  asked 
why  he  was  so  late,  and  he  replied  that  he  was  detained  by  a  Late  start  from  where  he 
had  stopped  the  previous  night. 

In  support  of  this  answer  we  herewith  file  affidavits  of  W.  R.  Sneed,  W.  D.  Bams, 
W.  H.  Milton.  A.  C,  White,  B.  T.  Parker,  and  others,  and  the  other  affidavits  referred 
to  ID  support  of  our  answer  to  first  specification. 

XeoVs  Landing  precinct, — As  to  the  specifications  and  charges  of  republicans  as  to  this 
precinct,  we  say,  in  answer,  that  it  is  untrue  that  the  election  at  Neal's  Landing  pre- 
cinct was  held  m  a  house  at  the  window  where  the  ballot-box  was  below  the  window- 
sill  and  6  feet  from  the  ground ;  that  the  window-sill  was  about  4  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  the  ballot-box  was  placed  upon  a  table  in  front  of  the  window,  In  full  view  of 
every  voter  as  he  voted,  and  of  all  who  looked  into  the  window,  and  that  every  voter 
could  see,  if  he  desired  it,  the  ins^ctor  place  his  ballot  in  the  box ;  that  the  manner 
M  conducting  said  election  was  fair  and  free  from  all  fraud. 

In  support  of  this  answer  they  refer  to  affidavit  of  I.  C,  Jones,  the  United  States  super- 
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visor  in  charge  of  saitl  election,  who  oould  read  and  write,  and  to  affidavits  of  Y.T.  Por- 
amore,  J.  J.  Williams,  .f.  R.  Ely,  R.  E.  Farish,  Herbert  Roche,  W.  A.  Belsa,  B.  A.  Grant  and 
others,  herewith  tiled.  To  the  two  Bpecihcations  they  answer  that  it  is  antme  that  the 
ballot-box  at  said  precinct  was  at  any  time  left,  either  before  or  after  the  polls  were 
closed,  by  all  the  inspectors  or  any  two  of  them,  solely  in  the  custody  of  one ;  that  all 
the  inspectors  and  clerk  did  not,  after  the  polls  were  closed,  leave  the  room  and  ballot- 
box  for  half  an  hour  wholly  without  the  care  of  any  person  ;  that  they  are  informed 
and  believed  that  the  ballots  were  compared  with  the  poll -list  and  found  to  oorre- 
spond,  and  they  refer  to  affidavits  of  J.  J,  Williams,  I.  R.  Ely,  Z.  T.  Poramore,  J.  C.  Jonea, 
to  sustain  this  answer. 

And  for  answer  to  the  third  specification,  they  say  that  it  is  untrue  that  theretnrns 
from  said  precinct  show  that  there  were  eleven  ballots  cast  for  the  republican  ticket, 
but  upon  the  contrarj'  the  returns  show  that,  for  governor,  Stearns  received  seven 
votes;  for  lieutenant-governor, Mongoroery  eight  votes;  that  the  republican  electors 
received  nine  votes,  and  the  democratic  electors  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes,  aggre- 
gating one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  votes,  the  whole  number  cast  at  said  precinct,  as 
shown  by  the  poll  book  or  list ;  that  the  affidavit  of  the  electors  should  not  be  received 
to  impeach  the  return,  and  in  support  of  this  they  refer  to  the  certiticate  of  said  poll 
tile<l  by  the  republicans. 

They  a«k  that  the  vote  as  oast  and  canvassed  by  the  county  canvassers  be  counted 
upon  this  canvass  by  your  honorable  board. 

FHendship  Church  precinct — As  to  the  specifications  and  charges  of  the  republicans 
as  to  this  precinct,  we  say,  in  answer  thereto,  that  it  is  untrue  that  Inspector  Stephens 
by  menacing  orders  drove  republican  Supervisor  Henry  Long  from  the  election-room, 
and  compelled  him  until  the  close  of  the  voting  to  desist  from  the  performance  of  bis 
duty ;  that  it  is  untrue  that  any  means  were  taken  or  contrived  to  conceal  the  ballot^ 
box  from  the  voter  when  he  deposited  his  ballot,  or  from  all  other  persons  present  who 
desired  to  see  the  ballot-box;  but  that  the  box  was  as  public  as  it  oould  be  at  said 
church ;  that  said  election  was  held  at  a  church,  and  at  a  window  of  said  charch,  and 
that,  during  all  the  time  said  election  was  going  on,  there  were  two  other  windows  and 
a  dot>r  of  the  church  in  which  the  ballot-box  was  placed  wide  open,  that  expired  the 
ballot-box  to  the  view  of  all  who  desired  to  look  at  it ;  that  both  of  the  supervisors  at 
said  precinct  had  free  access  to  the  church  and  ballot-box  during  the  whole  day. 

That  the  list  it  is  charged  that  Inspector  Stephens  held  was  a  list  of  names  to  be 
challenged ;  that  Inspector  Hays  did  sit  in  the  window  and  receive  the  ballots  and 
pass  them  to  Inspector  Stephens  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth  of  the  ballots  or  more: 
that  Supervisor  Mo:!jeley  rtlioved  Inspector  Hays  from  the  window  at  the  suggestion  of 
many  of  the  republican  voters,  to  facilitate  the  voting;  that  it  is  nn true  that  Stephens, 
one  of  the  inspectors,  when  the  conntiug  began,  took  ballots  from  the  box  and  put  tbem 
in  his  vest-pocket ;  that  it  is  untnie  that  the  ballot-box  was  carried  by  Stephens  and 
Moseley  two  miles  to  Moseley's  house,  but  that  after  sundown  and  after  the  election  was 
closed,  Supervisor  Long,  a  republican,  and  Inspector  Hays,  a  republican,  and  J.  B. 
Anderson,  a  democratic  inspector,  proposed  to  carry  the  box  to  Moseley 's  house  before 
the  canvas  of  the  ballots  commenced,  to  canvass  the  ballot  there,  where  they  could 
have  a  good  light  and  fire,  and  to  procure  paper  to  keep  the  tally  on,  none  of  these 
necessary  articles  being  furnished  or  present  at  the  church.  Inspector  Stephens  pro- 
tested against  the  removal  of  the  box  from  the  church,  but  finally  all  cousentetl  to  the 
removal  except  Stephens,  all  the  voters  present  were  invited  to  go  with  tlie  box,  and 
all  went;  that  the  box  was  locked,  the  key  given  to  Supervisor  Long,  the  box  place<l 
in  Inspeet-or  Hays'  possesHiou,  and  he  with  the  box  got  into  the  buggy  of  Stephen^, 
with  Inspector  Stephens,  Supervisor  Moseley,  Inspector  Anderson  and  Supervisor  Lods, 
following  the  buggy  that  had  Stephens  and  the  box  in  it  to  Moseley's  house.  When  all 
the  partitas  reacHed  Moseley's  house.  Long  unlocked  the  box  and  the  canvass  of  the  vote 
commenced  by  Inspectors  Arderson,  Stephens,  and  Hays,  the  clerk,  C.  C.  Gunn,  and 
Supervisors  Long  an<l  Moseley,  all  being  present,  and  closely  observing  the  canvass. 
Inspector  Hays  taking  the  tickets  from  the  box,  reading  them,  then  handing  them  u* 
Inspector  Stephens,  who  reread  them ;  the  clerk,  C.  C  Gunn,  keeping  the  tally,  ard 
thus  the  canvass  progressed  to  the  end. 

The  room  in  which  the  canvass  was  made  was  open  to  the  access  and  presence  of 
any  one  who  desired  to  witness  the  canvass.  The  inspe^jtors  were  not  furnished  with 
the  law  governing  the  conducting  of  the  elections  in  Florida.  It  is  untrue  that  In- 
spector Stephens,  before  the  counting  began,  took  ballots  from  the  box  and  put  theni 
in  his  vest-pocket.  It  is  untrue  that  Inspector  Stephens,  upon  arrival  at  Moseley 's 
house,  tx)ok  tickets  from  his  vest-pocket  and  canvassed  them  with  other  tickets  fouud 
in  the  box  ;  that  the  ballots  were  counted  and  correaponded  with  the  poll-list,  and 
there  was  two  in  excess  of  the  poll-list,  and  two  were  drew  out  by  lot  and  deetroye^i : 
that  it  is  true  that  the  ballots  were  left  on  a  bed  and  not  destroyed,  the  inspectors  not 
believing  that  there  was  any  law  requiring  a  difierent  disposition  of  them  ;  and  that, 
•as  said  t^hiction  ha<l  been  conducted  free  from  all  fraud,  they  were  considered  of  no 
further  use;  and  the  parties  present  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  whole  manner 
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of  conducting  said  election  was  fair  and  free  from  all  fraud  or  intention  on  the  part  of 
any  one  to  commit  a  fraud  or  do  any  wrong.  They  allege  that  the  character  of  Super- 
visor Henry  Long  is  bad,  and  that  he  is  wholly  unworthy  of  belief;  that  they  were 
obliged  to  remove  the  ballot-box  and  count  of  the  ballots  to  where  there  was  light,  or 
where  lights  could  be  procured. 

In  support  of  this  answer  we  herewith  file  aflidavits  of  J.  B.  Anderson,  an  inspector, 
E.  Hays,  an  inspector,  J.  H.  Stephens,  inspector,  J.  R.  Moseley,  supervisor,  John  Mather^ 
W.  R.  McDaniel,  Roman  McKay,  Thomas  Bexter,  Alfred  Chustiu,  Abe  Dickson,  Alfred 
Bomes,  Swas  Heys,  and  others. 

Campbellton  pi-€cinct. — In  answer  to  the  specifications  and  charges  of  the  republicans 
as  to  this  precinct,  we  say  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  ballots  in  the  ballot-box  were 
not  counted  at  the  close  of  the  election  by  the  inspectors,  as  required  b^^  law.  They 
were  counted  before  they  were  canvassed  and  found  to  correspond  with  the  poll-list, 
and,  to  sustain  this  answer,  refer  t,o  the  affidavits  of  Joseph  W.  Calloway,  inspector, 
B.  F.  Parker,  supervisor,  and  John  H.  McKimm,  and  others. 

In  answer  to  second  specification  we  say  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  ballot-box  waft 
removed  from  the  room  where  the  election  was  held  when  the  inspectors  adjourned 
for  dinner,  but  that  the  box  was  placed  upon  the  table  the  clerk  wrote  upon,  and 
was  locked,  and  the  key  given  Inspector  John  Speight,  and  one  door  of  the  room  barred 
by  the  inspectors,  and  the  other  was  locked  and  the  key  given  to  Inspector  Joseph  W. 
Calloway,  and  Inspector  Armstrong  Purdy  was  placed  by  the  door  to  guard  it  duiing 
their  absence,  and  the  key  of  the  locked  door  of  the  room  at  which  he  was  placed 
was  tendered  to  Inspector  Purdy,  but  he  declined  to  take  it.  The  box  was  not  sealed 
during  this  short  absence,  because  the  inspectors  thought  it  was  unnecessary.  The 
poll-book  and  registration- book  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the  box.  After  the  recess  for 
dinner,  the  room  was  entered  by  the  inspectors  and  clerk,  all  together,  and  the  box 
and  books  were  found  just  as  they  had  left  them.  [See  affidavits  of  J.  W.  Calloway, 
Armstrong  Purdy,  inspectors.] 

In  answer  to  the  third  specification  we  say  that  we  have  no  knowledge  of  any  persons 
being  left  in  or  entering  the  room  where  the  box  was  during  the  dinner  recess,  that 
there  was  no  person  in  the  room  when  the  doors  were  barred  and  locked,  and  the  room 
was  lefb  in  the  charge  of  Armstrong  Purdy,  a  republican  inspector,  and  we  have  no 
knowledge  of  republican  baUots  being  taken  out,  and  democratic  ballots  being  put  in 
the  box,  as  no  complaint  of  that  character  was  made  on  that  day,  and  not  at  any  time 
that  we  have  been  advised  of  before  the  filing  of  these  specifications. 

And  we  deny  that  the  last  seventy-six  voters  who  voted  at  this  precinct  were,  with 
the  exception  of  four  or  five,  colored  men ;  but  aver  that  there  were  twenty-five  of  them 
white  men,  and  that  several  of  the  colored  men  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  as  it  is 
well  proven. 

It  is  true  that  there  was  an  agreement  made  by  the  inspectors  on  both  sides  that  the 
white  and  colored  voters  should  have  one  hour  each  in  turn,  but  it  is  not  claimed  that 
any  voter  was  deprived  of  his  vote  thereby,  as  all  finished  voting  before  sunset.  But  it 
is  nntrne  that  when  the  box  was  opened  for  counting  that  the  republican  tickets  were 
exclusively  on  the  top,  but  they  were  mixed,  though  more  of  the  colored  votes  weie 
on  top,  because  the  first  hour  in  the  morning  was  allowed  to  the  white,  as  there  were 
no  colored  voters  present  early  in  the  day. 

That  the  allegation  that  133  republican  votes  were  actually  cast  is  wholly  untrue,  and 
we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  any  more  cast  than  was  actually  counted  out 
of  the  box.  It  is  well  known  that  a  large  number  of  democratic  tickets  were  distributed 
among  the  colored  men  by  Simpson  Brown,  James  Gaston,  and  others, and  it  is  well  known 
that  a  large  number  of*  colored  men  of  said  precinct  did  vote  the  democratic  tickets 
That  since  the  election  a  force  of  United  States  troops,  under  a  United  States  marshal^ 
has  been  sent  into  the  county  to  procure  the  affidavits  of  colored  people  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  their  voting,  and  that  a  report  was  made  prevalent  at  the  same  time  that  all  col- 
ored men  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  would  be  arrested  by  said  troops  and  placed 
in  the  chain-gang.  That  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  affidavits  of  the  colored  people  as  to 
their  voting  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  said  United  States  marshal  and  his  armed 
soldiery.  That  these  affidavits  are  not  entitled  to  any  weight  before  your  honorable 
board,  because  they  were  made  under  duress ;  because  (as  it  appears  from  many  of  the 
affidavits  themselves)  they  were  made  by  persons  who  were  unable  to  read  and  write, 
and  are  not  capable  of  knowing  how  they  voted,  because  many  of  them  have  subscribed 
to  the  affidavits,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  signatures  purporting  to  be  made  by  them,  but 
which,  in  the  main,  are  in  a  uniform  handwriting,  and  many,  indeed  most  of  them,  are 
nnable  to  write  their  names,  and  because  many  of  the  affidavits  are  made  by  persons- 
who  are  wholly  destitute  of  character  and  who  should  not  be  believed  on  their  oaths. 
That  Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Rowe  are  of  notoriously  bad  characters  and  unworthy 
of  belief. 

In  sapport  of  this  answer  they  file  herewith  the  affidavits  of  J.  W.  Calloway,  B.  F. 
Parker,  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  Hill  Waddle,  Armstrong  Purdee,  Mack  Hawky,E.  L.  Williams, 
SimpsoB  Brown,  J.  F.  McClellan,  J.  P.  Coker.  J.  H.  McKee,  and  others,  and  they  claim 
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that  all  of  the  allt  {Rations  aj^ainst  said  precinct  are  disproved.  And  the  respondeoi* 
pray  that  all  of  the  objections  to  the  countinf^  and  canvassing  Vhe  return  a«  made  from 
Jackson  County  be  overruled  and  denied,  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  vote  as  can- 
vassed and  returned  by  the  county  board  of  canvassers. 

REPLY  OF  REPUBLICAN  COUNSEL. 

The  contestants,  for  reply  to  the  answer  of  the  contestees  in  the  matter  of  objection 
to  the  election  at  certain  precincts  in  Jackson  County,  Florida,  respectfully  submit 
the  following  to  the  board  of  canvassers : 

Contestants  deny  generally  every  material  allegation  in  the  said  answer,  and  say 
there  is  not  sufficient  proof  of  the  same. 

More  particularly  they  say — 

I.  Port\Jarkson praincij  So.  — .  First.  As  to  so  much  of  said  answer  and  affidavits  as 
pertains  to  those  witnesses,  Budd  Jones  and  Mansfield  Smith,  the  board  will  take  no- 
tice that  the  specifications  of  contestants  charge  that  the  ballots  of  Budd  Jones  and 
Mansfield  Suiith  were  refused  on  the  ground  that  they  were  convicts;  the  best  proof 
that  they  were  convicts  would  be  the  record  of  their  conviction,  but  as  that  they 
swear  they  were  not  convicted,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  superior  to  their 
sworn  dechiration.  As  to  Peter  Mayner,  Green  Bull,  King  Kary,  and  John  Barkley, 
who  are  said  not  to  have  been  registered  voters,  the  registration-list,  certified  under 
the  hand  of  J.  N.  Staley.  clerk  of  Jackson  County,  exhibited  herewith,  shows  that 
they  were  tluly  registered. 

The  other  allegations  in  the  answer  pertaining  to  them  are  unworthy  of  notice, 
because  they  seek  to  impose  upon  them  as  voters  duties  imposed  by  the  law  upon  the 
inspectors,  and  not  necessary  to  establish  the  allegations  in  the  contestants'  objectiona 

Second.  Tlie  joint  affidavit  of  William  T.  Henderson  and  Z.  L.  Tidball,  to  whom 
reference  is  made  in  the  said  answer,  is  not  denied  in  noiuc  of  truth  and  fact,  under 
the  explanati<m  given  by  the  said  W.  T.  Henderson  and  Z.S.  Tidball,  and  forming  part 
of  their  affidavit.  It  is  not  thought  the  board  will  reject  their  testimony  because  of 
the  technicality. 

Tliird.  The  allegations  in  the  answer  touching  John  Barkloy  do  not  amount  to  a 
denial  that  he  was  a  lawful  voter,' or  that  the  refusal  to  receive  his  ballot  was  justifi- 
able. The  averment  that  there  were  others  of  the  same  name  in  the  county,  and  who 
voted  elsewhere  than  at  the  said  precinct,  considered  in  the  form  it  is  charged  in  the 
answer,  is  not  so  traversed  as  to  require  further  proof  of  his  right  to  vote. 

Fourth.  The  affidavit  of  T.  A.  Parramore  is  simply  to  the  effect  that  the  election  was 
peaceable  and  free  from  intimidation,  and  therefore  not  responsive  to  any  allegation 
contained  in  contestants'  specifications.  The  same  reply  applies  to  the  affidavits  of 
J.  \V.  Robinson  and  A.  Lewis,  referred  to  in  said  answer. 

Fifth.  The  joint  atlidavit  of  H.  J.  Watson  and  J.  Maloy,  to  the  effect  that  colored 
men  were  intimidated  by  colored  men  is  flatly  contradicted  by  the  affidavits  of  T.  A. 
Paramore,  J.  W.  Kobinson,  and  A.  Lewis,  above  cited,  to  the  effect  that  there  "was  no 
intimidation  whatever  at  said  precinct. 

Sixth.  The  affidavit  of  J.  C.  Kobinson  simply  asserts  that  there  was  no  intimidation 
at  said  precinct,  and  is  therefore  not  responsive  to  any  of  the  allegations  of  the  con- 
testants' objections. 

Seventh.  The  joint  affidavit  of  Isaac  Cobb,  George  Robinson,  George  Robinson  2d. 
(ieorge  Nelson,  Edward  Travers,  Green  Allen,  and  Adam  Phosa,  referred  to  in  the 
answer,  tend  to  prove  that  there  was  no  intimidation  at  the  polls  at  the  said  precinct, 
and  are  not  res|>onsive  to  any  allegation  of  the  contestants'  objections.  So  also  as  to 
the  separate  affidavits  of  Charles  M.  Compton  and  John  W.  Sell  man. 

II.  SneatC 8  store^  precinct  Xo. — Contestants  deny  severally  all  the  material  averment* 
contained  in  the  said  answer,  and  affidavits  exhibited  in  support  of  the  same,  toacbing 
the  said  precinct. 

First.  More  particularly  contestants  say  that  the  affidavit  of  L.  C.  Armistead,  saying 
he  arrived  at  the  polling-place  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  day  of  election,  and  that  W. 
K.  Robinson,  one  of  the  inspectors,  did  not  arrive  until  after  Annistead,  is  purely  neg- 
ative in  statement,  while  Robinson's  statements  on  the  same  point  are  purely  affirma- 
tive.    By  the  rule  of  law  this  affirmation  must  be  received  and  govern. 

W.  K.  Robinson  makes  reference  to  Armistead,  and  asserts  that  he  bad  been  on 
the  ground  and  twice  counted  all  the  persons  present  before  Armistead  arrived. 

Second.  The  affidavit  of  C.  C.  Sullivan,  and  others,  on  its  face  contradicts  Robinson 
only  as  to  the  time  he  (Robinson)  arrived  at  the  polls  ;  but  it  is  also  discredited  on  the 
face  by  the  signatures  of  the  deponents  as  snbsoribed,  and  also  by  the  seal  so  imprinted. 
It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  county  of  which  it  purports  to  be  the  proltate  seal : 
bus  as  well  as  it  can  be  made  out,  it  is  not  the  present  seal  of  the  Jackson  probate 
o#nrt. 

-  It  is  not  averred  in  the  specification  that  Alabamians  voted  at  the  precinct;  the 
averment  is  that  strangers  voted,  and  the  affidavits  do  not  deny.  Neither  is  it  averred 
in  the  specification  of  objections  that  the  election  was  peaceable;  that  might  have 
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been,  and  yet  RobinsoD,  as  is  charged  and  as  he  swears,  had  been  forcibly  excluded 
from  performance  of  his  official  doty. 

Third.  The  affidavits  of  Pittman  and  Merritt,  as  appears  in  the  jurat  attached 
thereto,  was  not  subscribed  by  the  affiants. 

The  date  of  the  affidavit  appears  to  have  been  changed  in  the  jnrat.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  the  statements  were  made  are  not  stated,  and  they  might  have 
been  given  through  duress,  actual  or  moral,  and  therefore  their  mere  statements 
should  not  be  permitted  to  outweigh  his  most  solemn  assertions  or  averments  under 
oath. 

Third.  The  said  affiants,  if  credence  is  to  be  given  them,  corroborate  Robinson  and 
Smith,  in  that  they,  the  affiants,  say  that  they,  Robinson  and  Smith,  did  except  that 
the  polls  were  open  before  8  o'clock. 

Fourth.  The  affidavits  of  James  T.  Thigpen,  W.  R.  Snead,  and  William  S.  Pope  on  their 
face  contradict,  in  terms  of  positiveness,  but  one  point  of  averment  in  the  specifica- 
tions of  contestants'  objections,  and  that  is  as  to  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  polls. 
All  the  other  statements  in  the  affidavit  of  any  materiality  relate  to  points  foreign  to 
said  specifications.  They  are  also  destroyed  as  evidence  by  the  divers  and  sundry 
qoalityiog  words  annexed  to  them,  such  as  the  following:  **As  far  as  we  know,"  "as 
far  as  deponents  know,"  **  as  we  know  of,"  &c.  All  averments  so  qualified  are  merely 
negative  evidence,  not  to  be  weighed  against  affirmative  evidence. 

Fifth.  The  affidavit  of  Arraistead  Banks  is  wholly  irrelevant  to  any  issue  of  fact 
tendered  by  any  specification  in  the  objections  of  contestants.  It  is  not  averred  in  said 
specifications  that  there  was  any  disturbance  of  the  peace  or  attempt  at  intimidation, 
sacceesful  or  otherwise  ;  that  Robinson  gives  the  manner  of  the  exclusion  circumstan- 
tially, showing  the  manner  of  his  exclusion  to  have  been  by  the  crowd  at  the  door  and 
in  the  room,  who  deterred  him  from  going  in  without  personal  violence  inflicted  upon 
bim. 

Sixth.  The  affidavit  of  I.  P.  King  is  of  no  importance  or  consequence,  because  it  is 
in  substance  and  form  purely  negative,  being  qualified  in  all  its  averments  by  the 
phrase,  **  that  I  know  of,"  &c. 

Seventh.  The  affidavit  of  Adam  C.  White  is  liable  to  the  objections  taken  to  the 
affidavit  of  I.  P.  King. 

Eighth.  The  affidavit  of  Alonzo  Lee  is  of  effect  simply  that  the  election  was  peace- 
able and  without  intimidation,  and  is  not  responsive  to  the  specifications  of  the  con- 
testants. 

Ninth.  The  affidavits  of  Daniel  A.  Kemp,  Sidney  R.  Kemp,  Edgar  D.  Bassett,  and 
George  B.  Robertson  are  of  the  same  effect  as  those  of  White  and  Lee,  and  liable  to  the 
same  objection. 

Tenth.  The  joint  affidavit  of  Larkin  Davis,  Anthony  B.  Lanier,  D.  H.  Player,  Jeffer- 
son Griffin,  S.  L.  EUerlee,  C.  C.  Davidson,  and  W.  D.  Williams  appears  upon  its  face 
not  to  have  been  subscribed  by  the  affiants  named,  and  the  whole  form  of  the  affidavit, 
as  to  time  and  place  of  signature,  in  difference  of  ink  between  text  and  jurat,  must 
operate  its  rejection. 

Eleventh.  The  affidavit  of  Jesse  Epps  asserts  simply  that  the  election  was  peace- 
able and  without  intimidation,  and  there  is  no  averment  to  the  contrary  in  the  speci- 
fications of  the  contestants. 

Twelfth.  The  affidavit  of  Mitchell  Sanders  is  to  the  effect  simply  that  there  was  no 
intimidation  at  said  election,  and  that  the  election  was  peaceful,  and  traverses  no  al- 
legation whatever  in  the  specifications  of  the  contestants. 

Thirteenth.  The  joint  affidavit  of  W.  B.  RoberteoiK  George  B.  Robertson,  William 
Carpenter,  J.  U.  Watts,  and  Moses  Conyers  is  to  the  effect  that  the  election  was  peace- 
able and  without  intimidation,  and  that  no  Alabamians  and  Georgians  voted  at  the 
said  precinct,  and  traverses  no  allegation  whatever  in  the  specifications  of  the  con- 
testants. 

Foarteenth.  The  joint  affidavit  of  Green  Leadbotter  and  Henry  Mathers  is  to  the 
effect  simply  that  the  election  was  peaceable,  and  without  intimidation,  and  traverses 
no  allegation  whatever  in  the  specifications  of  the  contestants. 

Fifteenth.  The  joint  affidavit  of  W.  H.  Milton,  W.  D.  Barnes,  J.  W.  Colloway,  and 
B.  F.  Parker,  if  entitled  to  credit  at  all,  must  be  taken  to  corroborate  Robinson,  Mills, 
and  Smith  on  the  point  that  the  polls  were  opened  before  eight  o'clock,  as  is  averred  in 
the  specifications  of  the  contestants,  to  which  the  earnest  attention  of  the  board  is 
respectfully  invited.  The  board  will  also  take  notice  that  Robinson  in  his  affidavit  is 
fully  supported  by  his  associates  Smith  and  Mills ;  and  that  the  statement  of  the  three 
18  in  the  nature  of  affirmative  testimony,  and  not  to  be  overcome  by  negative  testimony. 

III.  NeoTs  Landing. — ^It  is  true  the  answer  as  respects  this  precinct  contradicts  the 
specification  of  the  conteetant€  ;  but  the  board  will  observe,  when  they  come  to  read 
toe  affidavits  referred  to  in  snpport  of  the  answer,  that  they  do  not  sustain  the  denials. 

First.  The  joint  affidavit  of  B.  A.  Grant  and  others  is  to  the  effect  merely  that  there 
was  no  intimidation  at  the  polls,  and  that  no  Georgians  or  Alabamians  voted  there,  and 
therefore  traverse  no  allegation  in  the  specifications  of  the  contestants. 

17  FLA* 
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The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  the  affidavits  of  W.  H.  Belser,  John  C.  Jones, Bab- 
bard  Roach,  John  R.  Ely,  David  Nicol,  J.  J.  Williams,  R.  £.  Fariuh,  aod  Z.T.  Paramon. 

Second.  The  affidavit  of  £maDuel  Sherman  is  to  the  effect  that  be  is  a  colored  man 
and  a  democrat,  and  that  there  were  other  colored  men  who  voted  the  demoeratk 
ticket,  all  which  has  no  connection  with  the  allegations  in  the  specifications  of  contest- 
ant-8. 

Third.  The  affidavit  of  J.  C.  Jones,  one  of  the  exhibits  in  support  of  the  answer^  as- 
serts that  the  lower  part  of  the  sill  of  the  window  through  which  the  ballots  were  passed 
was  about  4  feet  from  the  ground,  and  denies  that  the  box  was  concealed  from  the  vo- 
ters, if  they  wanted  to  see  it.  The  board  will  observe  that  this  is  not  a  denial  that  the 
top  of  the  window-sill  was  6  feet  from  the  ground ;  but  if  it  were  such  a  denial,  he  is 
but  one  witness  swearing  in  contradiction  of  a  fact  substantiated  by  John  Hartsfield, 
Adam  Belser,  and  Z.  T.  Paramore,  who  swear  positively  that  the  sill  of  the  window 
through  which  the  ballots  were  passed  was  6  feet  from  the  ground  on  which  the  voter 
stood  when  in  the  act  of  voting.  It  then  becomes  self-apparent  that  the  voter  standing 
ootiiide  could  not  see  the  ballot-box  placed  inside  unless  he  was  tall  enough  to  look 
over  the  window-sill. 

IV.  Friendship  Church, — The  answer,  as  respects  this  precinct,  admits  the  carrying 
the  ballot-box  from  the  polling-place  to  Moseley's  residence,  two  miles  distant,  but  en- 
deavors by  explanations  to  excuse  the  violation  of  the  law.  It  says  the  going  to  Hose- 
ley's  bouse  was  to  get  light,  paper,  and  fire.  It  is  suggested  that  it  was  quite  as  easj 
to  bring  light  and  paper  to  the  church  as  to  carry  the  ballot-box  two  miles  away,  and 
it  is  not  shown  in  the  affidavit  that  it  was  ao  cold  as  to  interfere  with  the  counting  aoil 
canvassing  or  endanger  the  health  of  the  officers.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  necedtuty  shovo 
for  the  removal  of  the  ballot-box  from  the  polling-place. 

First.  The  affidavit  of  Theophilus  Baxter  is  wholly  irrelevant  to  any  isane  of  faol 
tendered  by  the  specifications  of  contestants ;  it  is  to  the  effect  merely  that  there  were 
more  white  men  at  said  precinct  than  colored  men  ;  that  a  number  of  the  latter  voted 
the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  the  election  was  quiet  and  fair  "so  fitr  as  he  knew." 

Second.  The  joint  affidavit  of  James  P.  Coker  and  three  others  contains  the  asser- 
tion that  they,  the  affiants,  would  not  believe  Henry  Long  upon  his  oath.  Tbissfaoold 
not  give  the  board  of  canvassers  much  trouble,  as  Long  is  corroborated  throughout  his 
statement  by  Edmond  Hays,  one  of « the  inspectors  of  said  election,  whose  credit  is  not 
attacked. 

Third.  The  joint  affidavit  of  Amos  Hays  and  ten  others  is  immaterial  t«  t-he  isso© 
and  too  silly  for  notice.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  the  colored  people  were  intimidated  by 
United  States  troops;  that  for  fear  of  arrest  they  made  oath  that  they  voted  the  re- 
publican ticket,  when  in  reality  they  voted  the  democi'atic,  and  that  some  of  the  col- 
ored men  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  are  not  to  be  believed  on  oath. 

Fourth.  Abram  Dickson  makes  affidavit  that  he  cannot  read,  and  that^vheD  he  made 
affidavit  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket,  he  meant  to  say  that  he  thought  be  so 
voted  because  another  colored  man  told  him  his  ticket  was  republican ;  the  imper- 
tinency  of  the  affidavit  is  self-apparent. 

Fifth.  The  affidavit  of  Alfred  Barnes  is  equally  trifling.  He  swears  that  he  does  nol 
believe  the  majority  of  colored  men  who  made  affidavits  (referred  to  by  contestants) 
that  they  voted  at  Friendship  church  knew  how  they  voted. 

Sixth.  There  are  two  affidavits  of  Edmund  Hays,  one  of  which,  pertaining  to  tb« 
removal  of  the  ballot-box  to  Moseley's  house,  has  the  appearance  of  being  a  foigery, 
and  the  board  are  respectfully  asked  to  make  comparative  inspection  of  hia  signatares 
to  bis  several  affidavits.  On  this  subject  evidence  will  be  furnished  if  time  permits. 
His  other  affidavit  is  to  the  effect  merely  that  the  election  was  fair  and  free  from  ia- 
timidation. 

Seventh.  As  to  the  joint  affidavit  of  John  B.  Anderson,  John  R.  Mosely ,  and  Jacob  H. 
Stevens,  it  is  remarked,  Ist,  the  affiants  aver  that  the  ballot-box  was  set  in  a  placets 
public  as  the  house  would  admit.  Thereupon  they  confess  that  there  was  a  door  to 
the  church,  and  give  no  reason  why  the  polling  should  not  have  been  had  there  instead 
of  the  window.  They  state  that  there  were  three  open  windows,  without  explaining 
that  they  were  not  also  six  feet  from  the  ground,  like  that  through  which  the  ballots 
were  taken.  If  the  then  open  windows  alluded  to  by  affiants  were  lower  than  the  one 
used,  why  was  not  one  of  them  taken  ?  That  they  chose  the  higher  one  is  proof  of  an 
unfair  intent.  There  is  no  satisfactory  showing  in  the  affidavit  of  a  necessity  for 
taking  Hayes,  the  inspector,  out  of  the  receiving-window,  and  putting  Mosely,  a  super- 
visor, in  it.  There  is  no  denial  in  the  affidavit  that  Long,  the  supervisor,  was  ordered 
out  of  the  room — simply  an  evasion  of  the  point.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  importance  who 
proposed  going  to  Mosely^s  bouse  to  count  and  canvass  the  ballots,  as  it  was  Jostsi 
gross  a  violation  of  the  law  if  done  at  the  instance  of  a  republican  as  of  a  democrat. 
Whether  Stephens  took  ballots  out  of  the  box  and  put  them  in  his  pocket  is  made 
subject  of  dispute.  The  board  will  take  notice  that  the  testimony  of  Hays  and  Lon^ 
is  affirmative,  and  that  of  their  affiants  is  negative.  They  say  that  the  room  at  Mose- 
ly's  was  accessible  to  all  who  wished  to  soe  the  counting ;  that,  however,  does  not  make 
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the  place  in  which  the  conating  was  done  less  forbidden  by  the  law,  while  it  i^  hard  to 
believe  that  au  indiscriiuinate  multitude  of  whites  and  blacks  would  feel  tbeuiselves 
invited  there.  As  to  a  iinsapprebension  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  these  three  affiants, 
they  certainly  were  intelligent  enough  to  know  that  the  law  would  not  tolerate  the 
removal  of  the  ballot-box  from  the  public  polling-place  to  a  bed-room  for  the  purpose 
of  canvass  and  counting. 

Eighth.  The  separate  affidavits  of  John  Matthews  and  Ransom  McKay  are  simply  to 
the  dfect  that  the  election  was  peaceable  and  that  Alabamians  did  not  vote  there. 

Ninth.  The  affidavit  of  J.  H.  Stephens  is  an  attempt  to  contradict  Edmund  Hays, 
aod  for  that  purpose  says  that  Hays  told  affiant  that  W.  H.  Parker,  a  candidate,  had 
askedhim,  Hays,  to  make  some  charge  against  Friendship  Church  precinct,  but  that 
Hays  said  he  did  not  know  of  any.  The  point,  if  true,  is  immaterial,  and  therefore 
does  not  make  a  contradiction  in  the  law. 

Tenth.  As  to  the  joint  affidavit  of  W.  R.  McDaniels  and  four  others,  it  is  chiefly  to 
theeifect  that  the  election  was  quiet ;  that  the  voting  was  open,  (which  is  not  denied,) 
and  that  the  ballot-box  was  exposed  to  full  public  view  ;  bnt  he  does  not  say  at  what 
time  it  was  exposed  to  pnblic  view ;  especially  he  does  not  say  that  it  was  so  exposed 
while  the  voting  was  going  on. 

Eleventh.  Another  affidavit  of  Edmund  Hays  of  trivial  importance  is  put  in  to  sup- 
port the  answer.  It  goes  merely  to  the  point  that  the  election  was  quiet  and  peace- 
able, and  that  the  men  who  signed  the  affidavits  in  the  presence  of  United  States  sol- 
diers could  not  read  and  write. 

Twelfth.  Is  an  affidavit  from  one  Alfred  Christian,  who  says  that  he  is  a  democrat 
of  the  colored  race,  in  consequence  of  which  he  has  been  discarded  by  colored  men,  a 
subject  truly  of  lamentation.  Probably  he  will  find  consolation  in  the  arms  of  his 
democratic  friends  of  the  white  race. 

V.  CampbelUon  precinct — The  answer  as  to  this  precinct  in  the  first  place  avers  that 
the  ballots  were  counted  before  they  were  canvassed,  and  to  support  the  proposition, 
reference  is  made  to  the  affidavits  of  Joseph  Calloway,  inspector,  B.  F.  Parker,  supervisor, 
and  John  H.  McKinne,  and  others.  If  reference  is  had  by  the  board  to  the  affida> 
vita  of  the  said  persons,  it  will  be  found  that  neither  of  them  swears  in  support  of  this 
part  of  the  answer ;  that  Calloway  is  the  only  person  who  swears  in  support  of  that 
part  of  the  answer,  and  that  Parker  and  McKinne  contradict  him  by  describing  the 
proceeding,  and  making  it  a  canvass,  not  a  count. 

Second.  The  answer  to  the  second  specification  says  it  is  not  true  that  the  ballot- 
box  was  removed  from  the  room  where  the  election  was  held  when  the  inspectors  ad- 
joomed  for  dinner.  Reference  is  then  had  to  the  affidavits  of  Joseph  Calloway  and 
Armstrong  Pardee.  Now  if  the  board  will  turn  to  Armstrong  Pardee's  affidavits,  the 
one  exhibited  by  contestants  and  the  three  exhibited  by  the  contestees,  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  the  first  he  expresaly  states  that  the  ballot-box  was  removed  from  the  room  in 
which  the  election  was  held  during  the  adjournment  for  dinner,  and  makes  no  asser- 
tion to  the  contrary  in  either  of  the  latter.  It  is  then  on  this  point  Inspector  Pardee 
versus  Inspector  Calloway  ;  but  the  board  will  take  notice  further  that  Calloway  ad- 
mits ill  his  affidavit  that  the  ballot-box,  wherever  it  was  left  upon  the  adjournment, 
was  bid  away  unsealed  in  a  darkened  room.  That  the  box  was  not  sealed  is  expressly 
admitted  in  the  answer. 

Third.  The  answer  as  to  the  contestants'  third  specification  says  that  they  have  no 
knowlc4lge  of  any  person  being  left  in  or  entering  the  room  where  the  ballot-box  was  , 
left  during  the  dinner- recess.  It  says  that  the  room  was  left  in  charge  of  Armstrong 
Pardee  ;  but  as  the  doors  were  barred  and  locked  against  him,  he  must  have  been  on 
the  outside,  and  he  so  swears  he  was  in  his  affidavit.  It  is  further  stated  in  the  answer 
that  they  have  no  knowledge  of  republican  ballots  being  taken  out  and  democratic 
ballots  being  put  in,  which  does  not  amount  to  a  denial  of  the  fact.  The  answer  then 
denies  that  the  last  seventy-six  votes  were  those  of  colored  men  ;  immediately  after- 
ward it  admits  the  arrangement  to  vote  alternate  hours  by  the  white  and  colored  vot- 
ers, and  it  being  admitted  that  the  colored  men  voted  lastu  it  follows  necessarily  that 
their  ballots  luust  have  been  on  top.  Then  follows  a  denial  of  the  allegation  that  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  republican  votes  were  actually  cast,  and  there  is  an  intent  to 
ar^e  away  the  affidavits  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  voters  who  swear  they 
voted  the  republican  ticket  at  that  precinct.  We  will  not  waste  words  upon  the  at- 
tempt. The  assertion  that  United  States  troops  and  a  United  States  marshal  have 
been  in  the  county  since  the  election,  and  the  idle  reports  that  followed  their  going, 
are  not  sufficient  to  impeach  the  solemn  oaths  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-throe 
voters ;  neither  is  the  further  fact,  admitting  it  to  be  such,  that  their  names  were  at- 
tached to  the  affidavits  by  a  person  writing  while  they  touched  the  pen.  In  reference 
to  this  latter  point  the  board  are  referred  to  the  additional  affidavits  of  C.  H.  Edwards 
and  Z.  L.  Tidball,  herewith  exhibited. 

An  analysis  of  the  several  affidavits  leaves  all  material  allegations  in  the  answer 
wholly  nnsnpported  by  proof,  except  the  statements  of  J.  W.  Calloway,  and  he  is  over- 
whelmed by  the  preponderance  against  him. 
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First.  There  is  an  affidavit  porportiDg  to  have  been  execated  by  Jobn  Spcizlet,  ex- 
hibited for  the  pnrpose  of  making  the  man  contradict  himself,  he  beio^  one  of  the 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  whoso  joint  affidavit  is  filed  for  contostants.  It  is  enough 
that  the  man  referred  to  subscribes  thereto. 

Second.  The  affidavit  of  B.  F.  Parker  deals  chiefly  with  the  method  of  canvassiDg 
the  ballots  at  the  close  of  the  election.  It  also  has  something  to.say  about  a  sqoad  m 
Federal  troops  and  a  party  of  strangers  in  the  county,  who,  he  is  informed,  were  taking 
testimony,  and  he  "  thinkSj  from  the  general  appearance  of  the  soldiers,  that  the  affi- 
davits were  preconcerted,  and  taken  under  duress." 

Third.  The  affidavit  of  J.  W.  Calloway  is  a  mixture  of  denials  and  admissions,  which 
make  it  important  to  the  contestants  and  the  contestees.  It  relates  chiefly  to  the  deal- 
ing with  the  ballot-box  upon  the  adjournment  for  dinner. 

Fourth.  The  affidavit  of  John  H.  McKinne  is  an  attempt  to  show  that  certain  ne- 
groes therein  named  voted  the  democratic  instead  of  the  republican  ticket ;  that  cer- 
tain other  negroes  could  not  read  and  write ;  that  Martin  McKay  and  Crump  Biiil 
are  of  bad  reputation.  It  uas  also  something  to  say  touching  the  manner  of  making 
the  canvass  of  the  ballots  at  the  said  precinct ;  all  of  little  importance. 

Fifth.  The  affidavit  of  James  P.  Coker  exposes  his  operations  with  one  Gaston,  a 
colored  man,  the  object  of  which  was  to  use  Gaston  in  the  distribution  of  democratic 
tickets  for  voting  by  colored  men.    It  is  of  no  importance  to  any  issue  involved. 

Sixth.  The  true  affidavit  of  Armstrong  Pardee  does  not  conflict  in  any  important  mat- 
ter with  the  affidavit  from  him  exhibited  by  the  contestants. 

Seventh.  Hill  Waddell,  in  his  affidavit,  says  he  saw  no  fraud  perpetrated ;  that  th^i* 
-was  no  intimidation  used,  and  that  the  election  was  the  most  peaceable  he  had  seen 
since  1865. 

Ei'ghth.  J.  M.  Calloway's  affidavit  is  to  the  effect  simply  that  the  election  was  peace- 
able, free  from  intimidation,  and  that  no  Alabamian  voted  at  said  precinct.  The 
affidavit  of  J.  R.  Shoemaker  is  the  same  purport  that  of  Calloway. 

Ninth.  Mark  Hawkins  and  £.  L.  Williams  are  made  to  swear  in  their  joint  affidavit 
that  since  the  United  States  soldiers  came  to  Marianna  it  has  been  freely  circulated 
amongst  the  colored  people  that  all  colored  men  in  Jackson  County  who  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  were  to  be  put  upon  the  chain-gang  for  life  ;  therefore,  they  think 
that  many  colored  men  were  intimidated  to  deny  that  they  voted  the  democrttic 
ticket. 

Tenth.  J.  F.  McClellan  in  an  affidavi  t  tells  what  James  Gaston  told  him  about  his  get- 
ting colored  men  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  democratic  tickets  were  given 
to  Gaston  for  distribution  among  his  people ;  and  that  Gaston  was  greatly  dissatisfied 
with  the  republican  party  because  be,  Gaston,  failed  to  got  republican  nomination  for 
the  legislature,  and  more  to  the  like  effect. 

The  object  of  this  analytic  reference  of  the  several  affidavits  exhibited  in  support  of 
the  answer,  is  to  save  the  board  from  being  imposed  upon  by  the  idea  that  the  affida- 
vits support  the  averments  in  the  answer,  and  make  their  frivolity  and  irrelevancy 
apparent. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  answer  is  insufficient  to  save  the  several  pre- 
cincts attacked  or  accomplish  a  purging  of  the  returns  of  the  election  thereat^ 

J.  P.  C.  EMMONS, 

For  Contestants. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSEUS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  James  Bell,jndge  of  the  county  courtof  the  county  stated,  and 
Moses  J.  Taylor,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  William  Beazley, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  ahove  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county 
canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  oflBce  of 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  eleveuth  day  of  November, 
1876,  the  same  being  four  days  af*:er  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Jeffer- 
son and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6, 186b,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872. 
We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid, 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  thirty-three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  (3,396)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (2,659)  votes ;  George 
F.Drew  received  seven  huudred  and  thirty-seven  (737)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  thirty-four  hun- 
dred and  one  (3,401)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

David  Montgomery  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (2,657)  votes;  Noble 
A.  Hull  received  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  (744)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  thirty-four 
huudred  and  one  (3,401)  votes,  as  follows,  viz: 

William  J.  Purman  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (2,658)  votes;  Robert 
H.  M.  Davidson  received  seven  hundred  and  forty-three  (743)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (13,588)  votes,  of  which  Fred- 
erick C.  Humphries  received  twenty-six  huudred  and  sixty  (2,660)  votes;  Chas.  H. 
Pearce  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  sixty  (2.660)  votes;  William  H.  Ilolden 
received  twenty-six  hundred  and  sixty  (2,660)  votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  twenty- 
six  hundred  and  sixty  (2,660)  votes;  James  E.  Yonge  received  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  (737)  votes;  Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (737) 
votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (737)  votes;  Robert 
Bullock  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (737)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  Sftnator  was  thirty-three  hundred  and 
ninety-four  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Robert  Meachum  received  twenty -six  hundred  and  fifty-five  (2,655)  votes;  Samuel  J. 
Tumbull  received  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (738)  votes;  J.  D. Cole  received  one 
(1)  vote. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  ten  thousand  one 
htindred  and  ninety -two  (10,192)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

G.  W.  Witherspoon  received  twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (2,658)  votes ;  W.  R. 
Lion|;  received  twenty -six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (2,657)  votes;  Green  B.Tillman 
received  twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty-two  (2,652)  votes;  Wallace  S.Jones  received 
seven  hundred  and  forty-three  (743)  votes;  Dr. S. C.  Emory  received  seven  hundred 
and  forty-three  (743)  votes;  Arcliibald  Lacy  received  seven  hundred  and  forty  (740) 
votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Monticello,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

fSEAi,.]  JAMES  BELL, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Jefferson  County. 
MOSES  J.  TAYLOR, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Jefferson  County. 

WM.  BEAZLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Jefferson  County. 

Canvassed.  Deducted  sixty  votes  from  the  republican  electors,  and  one  vote  from 
the  democratic  electors. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 
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DEMOCRATIC  OBJECTIONS. 

The  contestants,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  Ballock,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  James  E. 
Youge,  object  to  the  returns  from  JefTerson  Coonty,  read  before  the  board,  and  the 
election  or  vote  of  said  county  upon  the  ground  that  the  said  election  or  vote,  with  the 
return  thereof,  was  and  is  so  irregular,  false,  and  fraudulent  that  the  board  cannot  de- 
termine a  true  result  therefrom,  and  they  base  their  objections  upon  the  foUovriog 
grounds : 

1.  The  registration  was  false,  fraudulent,  and  irregular,  and  included  at  least  1,^ 
more  names  upon  its  face  than  there  were  legal  voters  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  the 
said  election. 

2.  There  were  at  least  322  more  persons  voted  at  the  said  election  than  there  w^e 
legal  voters  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  the  said  election. 

3.  The  county  canvassera  of  tUe  said  election,  who  signed  the  said  returns,  were  dis- 
quali/ied  to  act  as  such  canvassers,  because  they  and  every  one  of  them  had  acted  as 
inspector  or  clerk  of  said  election,  at  different  precincta  in  the  county,  to  wit:  James 
Bell,  county  judge,  as  clerk  at  Waukeenah  precinct  No.  7;  Moses  J.Taylor,  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court,  as  inspector  at  Monticello  precinct  No.  l,and  William  Beasley,  justice 
of  the  peace,  as  clerk  at  precinct  No.  5,  near  Lickskillet,  and  they  could  not  properly 
sit  in  judgment  upon  their  own  act. 

4.  It  includes  in  its  general  statement  and  results,  canvasser  and  returns  from  pre- 
cinct No.  1  at  Monticello,  precinct  No.  2  at  Monticello,  precinct  No.  3  at  Monticello, 
precinct  No.  5  near  Lickskillet,  precinct  No.  7  at  Waukeenah,  precinct  No.  8  at  Long's 
store,  precinct  No.  9  at  Ulmer's,  which  should  properly  have  been  purged  or  excluded 
in  cousequence  of  fraud,  irregularity,  or  other  ground  of  objection  hereinafter  more 
fully  set  forth. 

5.  There  was  a  premeditated  purpose  and  design  upon  the  part  of  leading  members 
of  the  republican  party  to  carry  the  election  by  force  and  fraud,  and  a  conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  the  republican  office-holders  of  the  county  controlling  the  elective  machio- 
ery  to  bring  about  a  false  and  fraudulent  vote  and  result  and  a  larger  majority  for  the 
republicau  candidates  for  election  by  many  hundred  than  a  fair  and  honest  clectioo 
would  have  given. 

They  submit  in  evidence,  to  sustain  those  objections,  the  following  proofs  and  doca- 
ments  : 

L  A  statement  of  the  official  census  of  the  voters  of  the  county  taken  under  theaet 
approved  February  24,  1875,  marked  1,  containing  2,920  names. 

2.  A  statement  of  a  census  of  the  voters  of  said  county  taken  later  than  the 
official  census  during  the  present  year,  by  citizens  of  the  county,  with  affidavits  of 
different  persons  who  assisted  in  taking  the  census  last  mentioned  to  prove  its  correct- 
ness, marked  2,  containing  3,075  names. 

3.  A  map  of  the  county,  with  affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield,  showing  how  it  was  sab- 
divided  by  the  county  executive  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  censas, 
marked  3. 

4.  A  certified  copy  of  the  registration-list  of  county,  containing  4^1  namee, 
marked  4. 

5.  A  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  disqualified  to  vote,  that  the  county  com- 
missioner ordered  (upon  the  application  of  the  democratic  county  executive  committee) 
to  be  stricken  from  the  registration-list,  but  which  the  clerk  failed  to  do,  marked  5. 

6.  The  bill  of  exceptions  taken  at  the  county  canvass  of  the  election. 

7.  Affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield,  in  proof  of  an  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  republican 
majority  of  the  county  commissioners  to  exclude  all  democrats  from  representation 
upon  the  different  boards  of  election  inspectors,  and  also  in  proof  of  the  removal  or 
abolishng  of  all  precincts  where  polls  were  opened  at  the  last  and  preceding  elec- 
tions, where  democratic  mtyorities  were  formerly  given. 

8.  Agreement  made  by  leading  members  of  the  republican  and  democratic  parties  in 
the  county  to  secure  a  peaceful  and  quiet  election. 

9.  Report  of  William  Scott,  T.  S.  Clark,  and  Daniel  H.  Bryan,  supervisors,  proving 
that  this  agreement  was  violated. 

10.  Affidavit  of  Richard  B.  Whitfield,  proving  that  the  county  judge,  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court,  collector  of  revenue,  tax  assessor,  Benjamin  Dilworth,  a  county  commis- 
sioner, William  Beazley,  justice  of  the  peace,  all  republicans  and  office-holders,  deriv- 
ing their  appointments  from  the  present  governor,  participated  in  the  election  u 
election-officers. 

The  contestants  further  object  to  the  return  from  Monticello  precinct  No.  1,  and  to 
the  vote  therefrom,  upon  the  following  grounds  : 

1.  There  was  a  miscount  of  the  vote  in  counting  at  least  five  democratic  ballots  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  contestants  as  electors,  as  if  cast  for  the  Hayes  elecEors^as 
proved  by  bill  of  exceptions  marked  6.  containing  an  admission  of  one  of  the  inspect- 
ors at  said  precinct,  and  supervisor's  report,  marked  9,  and  affidavits  hereinafter 
mentioned. 
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2.  Tbe  exclusion  of  democratic  cballengers  contrary  to  agreement  already  set  forth. 

3.  Tbe  voting  of  improper  persons  for  the  republican  ticket  for  electors  and  other 
officers. 

4.  The  staffing  of  the  ballot-box  with  fifty  or  more  full  republican  votes  more  than 
there  were  names  checked  off  upon  the  list  of  voters. 

5.  Misconduct  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  election  in  their  turbulent,  disorderly, 
and  fraudulent  management,  offering  to  bet  upon  the  result,  &C' 

6.  Failure  to  make  the  canvass  in  public  as  required  by  law. 

7.  That  the  election  was  so  fraudulent  and  irregular  that  the  true  vote  could  not  be 
determined. 

In  proof  of  the  above  matters  at  No.  1  they  offer  the  following  papers:  11-20,  affida- 
vits of  ten  voters  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  precinct  No.  1 ;  21-27,  affidavits 
of  D.  S.  Oakley,  William  Scott,  H.  S.  Weller,  J.  W.  Jordan,  et  al. 

They  object  to  the  return  and  vote  from  precinct  No.  2,  Monticello,  upon  the  folio w- 
gronndd : 

1.  Tbe  exclusion  of  democratic  challengers  contrary  to  agreement  already  set  forth. 

2.  The  voting  of  improper  persons  for  the  republican  ticket  for  electors  and  other 
officers. 

3.  Tbe  misconduct  of  the  officers  of  the  election  in  failing  to  explain  to  the  chal- 
lenged persons  offering  to  vote,  the  qualifications  of  electors  as  required  by  law  and 
other  acto.  . 

4.  The  failure  to  make  the  canvass  in  public  as  required  by  law. 

In  proof  of  which  they  refer  to  the  report  of  T.  S.  Clarke,  supervisor,  marked  28. 
They  object  to  the  return  and  vote  from  precinct  No.  5,  which  was  ordered  by  the 
oonnty  commissioners  to  be  located  at  Beazley's  store,  upon  the  following  grounds: 

1.  There  were  no  notices  of  the  designation  of  the  place  and  of  the  appointment  of 
inspectors  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  said  place  as  required  by  law. 

2.  The  removal  of  said  poll  from  Beazley's  store  to  a  place  beyond  Lickskillet,  about 
half  or  three-fourths  of  a  mile  distant  from  said  Beazley's  store,  and  about  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  Madison  County  line,  being  nearer  said  line  than  said  Beazley's  store. 

3.  The  voting  of  improper  persons  for  the  republican  ticket  for  electors  and  other 
officers. 

4.  Misconduct  of  William  Beazley,  clerk  of  election,  in  inducing  a  non-registered 
person  to  vote,  which  person  voted  the  full  republican  ticket.  In  proof  of  which  they 
refer  to  the  report  of  Thomas  Douglass,  supervisor,  marked  29,  the  affidavit  of  R.  B.Whit- 
field with  accompanying  diagram,  marked  32,  as  well  as  No.  7,  above  referred  to,  which 
shows  where  this  poll  was  fixed  by  county  commissioners. 

They  object  to  return  and  vote  from  precinct  No.  8,  at  Long's  store,  on  the  following 
grounds : 

1.  The  exclusion  of  democratic  challengers,  contrary  to  agreement,  as  already  set 
forth. 

2.  The  voting  of  improper  persons  for  the  republican  ticket  for  electors  and  other 
officers. 

3.  The  misconduct  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  election  in  abusing  and  insulting 
democratic  voters,  and  other  acts. 

4.  The  failure  to  make  the  canvass  in  public,  as  required  by  law. 

5.  Miscount  of  the  vote;  there  being  two  more  democratic  votes  cast  than  were 
connted,  which  were  counted  as  republican  votes.  In  proof  of  which  they  offer 
affidavits  of  J.  H.  Sanders,  marked  33-3C;  report  of  D.  H.  Bryan,  supervisor,  marked 
39;  affidavits  of  George  Snead,  William  Uartsfield,  et  al.;  J.  D.  Anderson  et  al.,and 
Stephen  Aokinson  et  al.,  marked  38. 

They  object  to  the  return  and  vote  from  precinct  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah,  upon  the 
following  grounds: 

1.  There  were  no  notices  of  the  designation  of  the  place  and  of  the  appointment  of 
inspectors  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  said  place,  as  required  by  law. 

2.  The  votiuia:  of  improper  persons  for  the  full  republican  ticket  for  electors  and 
other  officers ;  m  proof  of  which  they  offer  the  affidavits  of  William  Bellinger,  marked 
No.  42. 

They  object  to  the  return  and  vote  from  poll  No.  9,  at  Ulmer,  upon  the  folio  >^  ing 
groands : 

1.  The  voting  of  improper  persons  for  the  full  republican  ticket  for  eleciors  and 
other  officers. 

2.  Tbe  misconduct  of  the  officers. 

3.  There  was  a  miscount  of  the  vote,  there  being  five  more  democratic  voies  cast  at 
said  precinct  than  were  counted  for  these  contestants,  which  were  connted  for  the 
Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors.  In  proof  of  which  they  file  herewith  the  affidavits  of  W. 
W.  Gelzer,  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct;  Wallace  S.  Jones,  and  John  Par- 
ker, on  paper  marked  118. 

They  further  object  to  the  result  as  announced  because — 

1.  It  includes  the  votes  of  twenty-two  persons  disqualified  to  vote  by  the  judgment 
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of  a  competent  coart,  and  who  bave  never  been  pardoned,  all  of  wbom  voted  the  fall 
republican  ticket.  In  proof  of  which  they  offer  the  affidavits  of  R.  B.  Whitfield,  A. 
Dunham^  and  T.  W.  Rakner,  marked  43,  A,  B,  and  C,  jespectively. 

2.  It  includes  the  votes  of  fortv-one  persons  who  voted  twice  and  each  time  the  fall 
republican  ticket.  In  proof  of  which  they  offer  an  affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield,  marked 
44. 

3.  It  includes  the  votes  of  seventy-seven  persons  under  the  aj^  of  twenty-one  years, 
non-re8idents  of  the  State  of  Florida,  persons  who  had  not  resided  in  the  State  twelve 
months,  persons  who  had  not  resided  in  the  county  six  months,  all  of  whom  voted  the 
Inll  republican  ticket. 

4.  It  includes  the  votes  of  sixty-five  persons  who  had  never  registered  accordinj^to 
law,  all  of  whom  voted  the  republican  ticket.  In  proof  of  which  they  offer  affidavits 
marked  45-105. 

5.  It  includes  four  hundred  and  thirty  republican  votes  cast  under  names  which, 
though  appearing  on  the  registration-list,  are  not  on  the  ceusus-list  taken  by  the  dem- 
ocrats of  the  county,  which  names  are  fictitious,  and  are  not  the  names  of  qualified 
voters  of  baid  county.  In  proof  of  which  they  submit  the  affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield, 
marked  107. 

C\  The  most  favorable  result  th<it  can  be  declared  for  the  republican  electors,  gi?iO}^ 
them  the  benefit  of  the  undetected  frauds  and  errors,  is  to  exclude  the  entire  Lick- 
skillet  vote,  and  the  votes  of  all  disqnalitied  persons  at  other  precincte,  and  to  make 
proper  allowance  for  the  miscounts,  which  will  make  a  reduction  of  the  pretended  re- 
publican majority  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two,  (952,)  as  will  appear  from  a  state- 
ment hereto  attached,  marked  113. 

1.  The  said  contestants  pray  that  the  said  return  from  Jefferson  County  be  wholly 
rejected  and  disregarded  in  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  for  electors  of  I^neifident  aod 
Vice-President;  or  (2)  that  the  returns  from  polls  numbered  I,  5,  7,  and  »*,  in  said 
county,  certified  or  duplicate  copies  of  which  are  hereto  attached,  marked  109, 110,  111, 
and  112,  respectively,  from  which  the  number  of  votes  claimed  to  have  been  cast  at 
said  polls,  included  in  the  return  from  said  county,  can  be  ascertained,  may  be  de- 
ducted from  the  vote  as  already  announced ;  or  (3)  that  the  return  from  Lickbkillet^  desig- 
nated as  poll  No.  5,  where  no  election  was  ordered,  a  duplicate  copy  of  which  said  return 
is  hereto  attached,  marked  110,  from  which  the  vote  there  claimed  to  have  been  csst  can 
be  ascertained,  may  be  deducted  from  the  vote  already  announced  ;  and  that  the  said 
return  from  Jeflerson  County  may  be  purged  by  adding  to  the  votes  for  these  electori 
the  5  votes  cast  for  them  at  precinct  No.  1,  and  the  three  votes  cast  for  them  at  pre- 
cinct No.  8,  and  the  5  votes  cast  for  them  at  precinct  No.  9  and  counted  for  tJie  Hajres 
and  Wheeler  electors,  and  by  deducting  them  from  the  vote  announced  for  the  Hayes  and 
Wheeler  electors,  and  also  by  deducting  from  the  number  of  votes  announced  for  Hayes 
and  Wheeler  electors  the  fifty  fraudulent  votes  stuffed  into  the  ballot-box  at  No.  1,  aod 
all  cast  by  infants,  felons,  and  other  disqualified  already  referred  to,  so  that  the  tnie 
result  may  be  announced  as  1,679  votes  for  the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors,  instead  of 
2,660,  as  given  in  the  return  read,  and  as  709  for  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks  electors,  in- 
stead of  737,  as  given  in  the  return  read.  The  contestants  offer  to  introduce  K.  B. 
Whitfield,  esq.,  of  Monticello,  Fia.,  who,  as  secretary  of  the  democratic  county  executive 
couiuiittee  of  Jefi'erson  County,  has  prepared  a  large  part  of  this  evidence  in  this  ciose, 
and  the  list  of  disqualified  voters  herein  referred  to,  as  a  witness  to  explain  the  lists, 
tables,  and  results  herein  referred  to  if  the  board  at  any  time  should  so  desire.  And 
they  are  also  rea<ly  to  produce  all  other  witnesses,  whose  affidavits  are  herewith  filed 
for  examination,  before  the  board,  should  it  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  contestants  have  a  large  mass  of  testimony  as  to  the  violence,  duress,  and  force 
Buccessiully  used  by  the  republicans  to  induce  and  compel  democrats  to  voto  with  them 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  extinguish  the  apparent  republican  majority  and  entirely  re- 
verse it,  but  the  boanl  not  having  signified  its  intention  to  assume  jurisdicnon  over 
this  matter,  and  the  contestants  not  recognizing  the  existence  of  such  jurisdiction, 
they  for  the  present  withhold  it. 

S.  PASCO, 
D.  W.  SELLERS, 
Counsel,  &c.,  for  Contestants. 

ALLEGED  REPEATERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  A\Tiitfield,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  from  an  examina- 
tion and  comparison  of  the  clerk's  lists  and  check-lists  used  and  made  at  nine  (9)  of  the 
polls  where  election  was  held  in  said  county  November  7,  A.  D.  1876,  it  appears  that 
Jim  Anderson  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  9,  Charles  Anderson  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  2, 
Binco  Bell  voted  at  polls  Nos.  9  and  2,  Daniel  Brooks  voted  at  polls  Nos,  1  and  5, 
Moses  Brooks  voted  at  polls  Nos.  2  and  3,  Jim  Cook  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  9,  Xe«l 
Edwards  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  6,  John  Fisher  voted  at  polls  Nos.  7  and  9,  Frank 
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Goodman  voted  afc  polls  Nos.  3  aud  7,  Richard  Hall  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  7,  William 
HaU  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  7,  Aleck  Harrison  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  6,  Charles 
Hicks  voted  at  polls  Nos.  9  and  7,  Wade  Hampton  voted  at  ])olls  Nos.  2  and  3,  Isaac  In- 
man  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  5,  Reuben  James  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Peter  Jones 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  2  and  3,  Sam  Kmchell  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  7,  Hillmau  Ledbetter 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Henry  Martin  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  %  Spencer  Mathers 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  2,  Sylvester  Mcintosh  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  7,  Charles  Mc- 
Kinnoy  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  9,  Dave  McKinney  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Anthonv 
Minor  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  4,  Richard  Ponder  voted  at  polls  Nos.  I  and  2,  Aliok 
Lain  vote^  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Toll  Raymond  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Jim  Reed 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  2  and  9,  Sandy  Robertson  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Arthur  Scott 
voted  fit  polls  Nos.  I  and  3,  Prince  Seabrooks  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Thos.  Smith 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  2  aud  3,  Georj^e  Treels  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  2,  Obey  Tillman 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Samuel  Wigjjins  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  2,  Ed.  Williams 
voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  10,  Hamilton  Williams  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3,  Nelson 
Williams  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  3  ;  Nelson  Williams  voted  at  polls  Nos.  1  and  9,  and 
that  Sam  Yonn|2;  voted  at  polls  Nos.  3  and  7  in  said  county  at  the  election  held  Novem- 
ber 7,  1876;  and  he  further  says  that  from  his  familiarity  with  the  organization  of  the 
democratic  party,  which  is  very  thorough  and  complete  in  said  connty,  and  the  report 
made  to  him  as  the  secretary  of  the  county  executive  committee  of  said  county  before 
aud  since  said  election  through  said  organization,  and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  negro 
character,  and  the  modes,  schemes,  lies,  threats,  and  intimidation  used  by  the  repub- 
lican party  in  said  county  to  influence,  prevent,  and  intimidate  the  negroes  from 
voting  as  they  desired  and  their  judgments  dictated,  and  to  compel  them  to  vote  the 
republican  ticket,  he  believes  that  each  and  every  one  of  said  ballots  cast  by  the  afore- 
said parties  were  republican  ballots. 

That  he  believes  he  could  have  detected  and  discovered  that  a  great  many  more  per- 
sons voted  more  than  once  at  said  election  had  he  been  able  to  examine  the  clerk's  list 
of  the  poll  known  as  No.  8,  at  Long's  store  in  said  county,  and  the  registration-list 
used  in  checking  the  names  of  voters  at  said  poll,  which  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
of  said  county  says  was  never  sent  or  delivered  to  him  after  the  said  election,  and 
which  J.  E.  Smythe,  one  of  the  republican  inspectors  of  said  poll,  says  he  locked  in  the 
ballot-box  used  ac  said  poll  with  the  ballots,  clerk's  list,  oaths  of  inspectors  and  clerk, 
ard  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  poll,  and  gave  to  one  who  to 
yon,  after  said  result  had  beeu  ascertained,  (and  retained  the  key  thereof,)  to  keep  all 
night  and  deliver  to  the  said  clerk  the  next  day,  but  which  the  said  clerk  says  he  never 
received,  but  admitted  the  receiving  of  the  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election, 
the  ballot-box,  ard  the  ballots.  Aud  this  affiant  further  says  that  he  believes  that  the 
said  registration-list  and  clerk's  list  have  been  stolen,  suppressed,  or  destroyed  by  the 
said  Smythe,  Wynn  Taylor,  or  the  sheriff  of  said  couuty,  to  whom  said  clerk  says  he, 
soon  after  receiving  said  ballot-box,  delivered  it,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  de- 
tection of  others  who  repeated  or  voted  more  than  once  at  said  election,  and  those  who 
voted  there  without  the  right  to  vote,  and  other  frauds  and  gross  irregularities  that 
this  affiant  is  informed  and  believes  abounded  at  said  poll,  all  of  which  the  affiant  be- 
lieves were  arranged  with  deliberation  and  premeditation  before  the  election  by  and 
between  the  republicans  and  the  republican  inspectors  at  said  poll. 

R.  B.  WHITPIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ALLEGED  ILLEGAL  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  Jesse  A.  Walker,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says: 

That  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  one  Bryan  Kinsey,  who  now  resides  about  three 
miles  northwest  of  Willlamsbnrgh,  Florida,  aud  that  he  knows  that  the  said  Kinsey 
moved  from  this  county  last  winter,  about  nine  or  ten  months  since,  and  did  not  return 
to  this  county  until  about  one  month  prior  to  the  general  election  held  in  the  State  on 
the  7th  day  of  November  last,  and  that  he  did  not  remain  in  the  county  but  a  few  days 
before  he  moved  over  into  Madison  County,  Florida,  where  he  lived,  had  his  trunk,  &c., 
there,  and  did  not  move  said  trunk  of  clothing  into  this  county  till  after  the  election 
held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876. 

JESSE  A.  WALKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

WM.  BEASLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  Henry  Landers,  a  registered  voter  of  said  county,  who, 
after  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

That  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  one  Bryan  Kinsey,  and  that  he  saw  him  vote 
a  democratic  ticket  at  Elizabeth  Church,  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  at  the  general 
election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876. 

HENRY  LANDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

WILLIAM  BEASLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ALLEGED  MINORS  ARE  OF  LAWFUL  AGE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  StAte  of  Florida,  George  Nor- 
ton, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qniUitied  elector  of 
Jefferson  County,  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  is  forty-one  years  old ;  that  he  is  a 
married  man,  and  has  a  son,  whose  name  is  Joe  Norton,  who  was  born  in  the  month  of 
August,  1855,  and  is  now  twenty-one  years  old ;  that  said  son  Joe  is  a  duly-qualified 
elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  there  for  the  period  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  said  son  Joe  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county  at 
precinct  No.  7,  Waukeonah. 

GEORGE  NORTON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  William  Taylor,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposea  and 
says  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  and  for  about  twenty-five  years  has  been  a 
resident  of  Jefferson  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  knows  that 
the  alle^tions  made  against  one  Arthur  Allen,  that  he,  the  said  Allen,  is  under  the  age 
of  twenty -one  years  on  the  day  of  the  recent  general  election  held  in  said  county  of 
Jefferson  the  7th  day  of  November,  instant,  is  false  and  untrue;  that  his,  the  depo- 
nent's, daughter  Patsy,  who  is  twenty-two  years  old  this  November,  was  nursed  at  the 
same  time  as  the  said  Arthur  Allen,  and  that  there  is  not  more  than  six  mouths  between 
his  daughter  Patsy's  and  the  said  AUou's  age. 

\  WILLIAM  TAYLOR,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge,  Jefferson  County,  Florida, 

Mr.  Pasco,  Jefferson  County.    Objects  to  vote  of  county : 

1 .  Registration  false,  1,286  too  many  names ;  2.  322  votes  more  than  legal  votes ;  3. 
Board  of  canvassers  of  the  county  disqualified  ;  4.  Precincts  Nos.  1, 2,  and  3,  Monticello, 
&.C.,  should  have  been  excluded  for  illegality  ;  5.  Premeditated  designs  of  republicans 
to  carry  election  by  fraud. 

Papers :  1.  Census  voters  of  the  county  2,920  names ;  2.  Later  census  of  the  county, 
3,075  names  of  citizens;  3.  Map  of  county;  4.  Registration  list  4,361  names;  5.  Names 
ordered  stricken  off  but  kept  on  ;  6.  Protest;  7.  Whitfield's  affidavit  as  to  exclusion  of 
democratic  officers ;  8.  Agreement  as  to  quiet  election  ;  9.  Report  of  Scott  and  others. 

Monticello,  No.  1,  miscount  as  to  five  ballots ;  voting  improper  persons ;  skipping 
fifty  ballots;  misconduct  of  officer;  pretense  to  make  canvass  in  public;  eleven  to 
twenty  affidavits  of  voters.  No.  2,  illegal  votes  and  similar  to  No.  1.  No.  5,  Beaaly's 
store,  removed  to  Lick-skillet;  improper  voting;  improper  conduct  of  Beasly.  No.  8, 
Long's  store,  improper  voting,  and  as  No.  1 ;  miscount  as  to  the  democratic  votes. 

Waukeenah  precinct,  illegal  voting.  No.  9,  Alwies,  illegal  voting ;  miscount  of  5 
democratic  votes.  22  persons  disqualified  by  conviction ;  R.  B.  Whitfield's  affidavit. 
41  persons  voted  twice ;  R.  B.  Whitfi.eld.  70  persons  under  twenty -one  years  and  Don> 
residents.  65  persons  never  registered.  45  and  106  affidavits.  130  votes  of  men  not 
on  democratic  census  list;  R.  B.  Whitfield's  affidavit.  Lick-skillet  vote  should  be  en- 
tirely thrown  out;  majority  should  be  reduced  902.  1,  5,  7,  and  8  should  be  thrown 
out  or  majority  reduced  1  to  113.    Papers  tiled. 

Li$t  of  convicts  in  the  circuit  court  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida, 

ORBBR-BOOK  B. 

1.  state  of  Florida  t'8.  Anthony  Johnson.    Spring  term,  Jefferson  circuit  court.    Rob- 
bery.   Pages  481  and  482.    Guilty.    Convicted. 
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2.  State  of  Florida  vs.  James  Gille,  alias  Reed  Walker,  (voted.)    Spring  term,  1868. 

Stealing  mule.    Guilty.    Pa^es  484  and  485.    Convicted. 

3.  State  of  Florida  vs,  Alfred  Williams.    Spriug  term,  1868.    Larceny.    Guilty.    Page 

486.    Convicted. 

4.  State  of  Florida  vs,  Frank  Brooks,  (voted.)    Spring  term,  1868.    Larceny.    Guilty. 

Pages  522,  603,  and  607.    Convicted. 

5.  State  of  Florida  vs.  John  Moore.     Fall  term,  1868.     Larceny.     Guilty.     Pages 

522-568.    Convicted. 

6.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Stephen  Israel.    Fall  term,  1868.    Larceny.    Guilty.    Pages 

522-564.    Convicted. 

7.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Abe  General.    Fall  term,  1868.     Larceny.     Guilty.     Pages 

522-580.    Convicted. 

8.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Morgan  Burnet.    Spring  term,  1869.    Sodomy.    Guilty.    Page 

568.    Convicted. 

9.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Andrew  Fell.    Spring  term,  1869.    Larceny.    Pages  574-580. 

Convicted. 

10.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Andrew  Reid.    Spring  term,  1869.    Larceny.    Page  580.     Con- 

victed. 

11.  State  of  Florida  vs.  James  Thomas.    Fall  term,  1869.    Stealing  from  a  building. 

Page  601.    Convicted. 

12.  State  of  Florida  va.  Richard  Senior.    Fall  term,  1869.    Larceny.    Page  601.    Con- 

victed. 

13.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Albert  Turner.    Fall  term,  1869.    Stealing  in  a  building.    Page 

603.    Convicted. 

14.  State  of  Florida  vs.  Richard  Broxy.    Fall  term,  1869.    Manslaughter.    Page  616. 

Convicted. 

ORDER-BOOK  C. 

state  of  Florida  vs.  Henry  Johnson,  (voted.)  Fall  term,  1876.  Larceny.  Pago  484. 
Convicted. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  Aaron  Pinkney.  Fall  term,  1876.  Assault  with  intent  to  kill. 
First  degree.    Page  484.    Convicted. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  Chambers  Butler.  Fall  term,  1876.  Larceny.  Page  400.  Con- 
victed. 

State  of  Florida  r«.  Dave  Sararais.    Fall  term ,  1876.    Larceny.    Page  491.    Convicted. 

State  of  i^orida  vs.  Henry  Drew,  (voted.)  Fall  term,  18?6.  Larceny.  Page  491.  Con- 
victed. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me  came  T.  W.  Palmer,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  foregoing  list  of 
convicts,  in  the  circuit  court  of  Jefferson  County,  was  taken  by  him  from  the  records 
of  said  court  and  is  correct  and  true,  and  that  he  believes  that  none  of  them  have  ever 
been  pardoned. 

T.  W.  PALMER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1, 1876. 

D.  CAMERON,    [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whitfield,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  from  an  examination  of 
the  clerk*8  and  check  lists  made  and  used  at  nine  of  the  precincts  or  polls  in  Jefferson 
County,  Florida,  at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876,  it  appears  that  five  of  said  per- 
sons and  convicts  (marked  voted)  voted  at  said  election. 

List  of  persons  convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County  court. 

State  of  Florida  tJ«.  William  Powell.  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  No- 
vember 1,  1869. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  Sam  William,  (voted.)  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 
November  1,  1869. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  George  Moss.  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  Novem- 
ber, 1869. 

State  of  I-lorida  vs.  Ford  Cambridge.  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  No- 
vember 1869. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  Antony  Hall,  (voted.)  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 
November,  1869. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  Luke  Butler.  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  Novem- 
ber, 1869. 

State  of  Florida  vs.  Wade  Mack,  (voted.)  Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 
1870,  March. 
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State  of  Florida  r«.  Peter  Will  iams^  (voted.)    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 

June,  1H70. 
State  of  Florida  r«.  Jonas  Davis,  (voted.)    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  Connty, 

December,  1870. 
State  of  Florida  vs,  Matison  or  Madison  James.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson 

County,  December,  1870. 
State  of  Florida  v8,  Toby  Young.    Convicted  twice  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 

1871  and  1872. 
State  of  Florida  r«.  Nelson  Smith,  (voted.)   Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 

1871. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Marshall  Morris.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  1871. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Kansome  Hunter.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  Connty,  1871. 
State  of  Florida  rs.  Jim  Bailey,  (voted.)    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County, 

October,  1871. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Israel  Whitus.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  October, 

1871. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  William  Austin,  (voted.)      Convicted   of  larceny   in  Jefferson 

County,  October,  1871. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Ben.  Hall.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  October,  1871. 
State  of  Florida  r9.  Hector   Jenkins,  (voted.)      Convicted  of    larceny   in  Jefferson 

County,  1872,  February. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Pliauce  Simkins.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  Connty,  April, 

1873. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Henry  Johnson,    (voted.)      Convicted    of   larceny  in    Jeffeison 

County,  April,  1873. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Ceaser  Fawcett.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  Connty,  April, 

1874. 
State  of  Florida  rs.  Waters  or  Waters  Grant,  (voted.)    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  April,  1874. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Ezekiel  Regan,  (voted,)  and  Ben.  Washington,  (voted.)    Convicted 

of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  April,  1874. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Reuben  Dawkius.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  Connty,  Jane, 

1874. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Waters  Williams.    Convicted  of  larceny  in  Jefferson  County,  Fla., 

December,  1874. 
State  of  Florida  vs.  Scipio  Dallas,  (voted,)  and  Jackson  Robertson.    Convicted  of  lar- 
ceny in  Jefferson  County,  December,  1874. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  »  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  came  Andrew 
Denham,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  persons  whose  names  are  on  the  fore- 
going list  were  convicted  of  larceny  in  the  courts  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  as  ap- 
5 ears  from  the  records  of  said  court,  and  the  reason  why  he  did  not  i^et  the  clerk  of 
efferson  County  to  certify  to  the  foregoing  as  a  list  of  persons  convictetl  of  larceny, 
as  shown  by  the  records  of  his  office,  is,  that  Moses  J.Taylor,  clerk  of  said  court,  ia 
absent  from  Jefferson  County  and  has  been  for  some  time,  and  before  leaving  said 
county,  as  this  affiant  is  informed  and  believes,  annulled  the  appointment  of  hisdeputy 
clerk,  BO  that  there  is  no  person  in  said  county  authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of  said 
clerk. 

ANDR.  DENHAM. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  187R. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me  came  R,  B.  Whitefield,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
ftx>m  an  examination  of  the  clerk's  and  check  list  used  and  made  at  nine  (9)  of  the 
polls  or  precincts  at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876,  in  Jefferson  Connty,  Florida, 
made  by  himself,  he  finds  that  the  fffteen  persons  on  the  foregoing  list  of  convicts 
marked  .voted,  voted  at  said  election,  and  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  none 
of  them  have  ever  been  pardoned  :  that  they  all  voted  the  repnbtican  ticket. 

R.  B.  WHITEFIELD. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1, 1876. 

D.  CAMERON,  [skat-] 
Justice  of  the  Peace, 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whitefield,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Jeff.  Edwards, 
Zeke  Reagan,  Ben.  Washington,  Frank  Brooks,  Ben.  Thompson,  who  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  State  of  Florida,  at  the  election  bold  November 
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7,  A.  D.  1876,  were  convicted  of  infanions  crimes  and  disqaalified  to  vote  by  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  before  said  election,  and  have  never  been 
pardoned  ;  that  he  is  familiar  with  the  records  of  the  courts  of  Jefi'erson  County,  and 
of  his  own  knowledge  knows  of  son^e  of  said  convictions,  and  knows  of  others  of  them 
by  the  records  of  said  courts;  that  Jeff.  Edwards  was  convicted  in  Leon  circuit  court. 

R.  B.  WIIITEFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEOR.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public. 
State  of  Florida;  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  mo  came  R.  B.  Whittield,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
applied  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county  for  certified  copy  of  ihe  census 
of  187.5  of  male  adults ;  a  certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  two  meetings  of  the 
county  commissioners  of  said  county  held  within  thirty  days  of  the  late  election,  at 
which  they  ought  to  have  revised  the  registration-list  but  did  not,  and  at  which  they 
arranged  for  holding  said  election,  and  for  certified  copies  of  all  the  clerk's  lists,  oaths 
of  inspectors  and  clerks  of  said  election  made,  used,  and  had  at  said  election  that  had 
been  returned  to  him  according  to  law  and  received  by  him ;  and  tendered  him,  as 
clerk,  to  write  under  his  direction,  free  of  charge,  and  told  him  that  as  soon  as  the  work 
was  done  that  he  should  be  paid  his  fees  for  the  work :  that  he  declined  the  use  of  the 
clerk  and  postponed  and  delayed  the  work,  and  did  otner  work  not  connected  with  his 
office,  instead  of  this  work,  for  several  days,  and  then  left  the  county,  first  withdraw- 
ing the  power  delegated  to  deputies  there,  and  remained  away  from  said  county  till 
yesterday,  leaving  no  deputy  there ;  and  the  said  affiant  has  been  informed  by  a  repub- 
lican of  prominence  in  said  county  that  it  has  a  political  aspect,  and  that  he  thought 
it  very  probable  that  the  clerk  had  been  instructed  so  to  do ;  all  of  which  this  affiant 
believes  ;  that  in  consequence  of  said  action  on  the  part  of  said  clerk  he  has  not  been 
able  to  get  said  certified  copies,  but  that  he  has  examined  said  census,  and  finds  that 
the  total  number  of  such  persons  thereon  is  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty, 
an  will  appear  by  examining  said  census  on  file  in  the  office  of  ^aid  cleik  ;  that  he  has 
also  repeatedly  tried  to  get  from  the  office  of  said  clerk  a  certified  list  of  all  persons 
disqualified  to  vote  by  the  judgment  of  the  courts  of  that  county,  and  has  failed  to 
do  so  for  the  aforementioned  reasons. . 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public. 
rRECINCT  NO  1. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  nndersigued  George  W.  Turner,  a  resident 
of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November  last, 
that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  John  Anderson,  colored,  voted  the  republi- 
can ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as 
precinct  No.  1,  court-house;  that  the  said  John  Anderson  is  to  affiant  well  known, 
and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he 
the  said  ;  and  that  the  said  John  Anderson  is  a  resident  of  Georgia,  having  moved  from 
thence  to  Florida  on  or  about  the  15th  of  January,  A.  D.  1876,  and  since  having  moved 
back  to  Georgia  previons  to  said  election. 

G.  W.  TURNER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGK  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  nndersigned  J.D.Scott,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  Richard  Tate  and  May  Seymour  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling 
place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  polls  1  and  2,  at  the  court- 
house ;  that  the  said  Richard  Tate  and  May  Seymour  are  to  affiant  well  known,  and 
are  not  now,  nor  were  they  at  said  time,  qualified  voters  in  the  State  of  Florida,  they, 
Richard  Tate  and  May  Seymour,  having  recently  moved  to  this  county  from  the  State 
of  Georgia;  and  not  having  resided  in  the  State  of  Florida  twelve  months,  as  required 
by  law. 

J.  D.  SCOTT. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Connty : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county 
W.  Capers  Bird,  a  citizen  resident  of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  one 
Nelson  Coleman,  to  him,  deponent,  well  known,  is  not  now,  and  was  not  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  and  that  said  Coleman  was,  by  reason  thereof,  disqualified  to  vote  at  said 
election. 

W.  C.  BIRD. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

R.  B.Whitfield,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  name  of  Nelson  Coleman  does  not 
appear  upon  the  census  of  qualified  electors  of  Jefferson  Connty,  Florida,  taken  by  the 
conservative-democratic  party  of  said  connty,  since  the  opening  of  the  political  cam- 
paign of  1870,  and  that  it  appears  by  the  checks  on  the  registration -list  there  used 
that  he  voted  at  poll  No.  1,  in  said  county,  at  said  election. 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD, 
Sec.  Dem.  Ex.  Com.,  Jefiferson  Co.,  Fla. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  14, 1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me,  the  undersigned,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  connty,  came  R.  T  . 
Hurst,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Edward  Morris,  who  voted  at 
the  election  held  in  said  county  and  State,  November  7,  A.  D.  1876,  at  poll  No.  1,  ia 
Monticello,  in  said  county,  had  not  at  that  time,  and  has  not  now  been  residing  in  the 
State  of  Florida  for  tbe  period  of  one  year,  or  twelve  months,  and  that  he  has  no  rigkt 
to  vote  at  said  election. 

R.  T.  HURST. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  14,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Connty  of  Jefferson  ; 

Before  the  undersigned,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  connty,  came  John  W. 
White,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Aaron  Cooks,  who  voted' at  the 
election  held  in  said  county  and  State,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  poll 
No.  1,  at  the  court-house  in  Monticello,  Florida,  is  now,  and  was  at  the  time,  of  caatini^ 
said  vote,  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Thomas  and  State  of  Georgia,  and  haa  not  then, 
and  has  not  now,  the  right  to  vote  in  the  State  of  Florida. 

J.  W.  WHITE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  14th,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  8.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  tbe  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Connty  of  Jefferson  : 

Personally  before  the  undersigned  this  day  came  Charles  Hay,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  William  Henry,  a  colored  boy,  who  voted  at  the  clerk*s  office,  pre- 
cinct No.'l,  in  Monticello,  at  the  election  there  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Novemlnir,  A.  D. 
1876,  was  born  in  Jefterson  County,  Florida,  on  the  26lh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18.')8,  and  is 
DOW,  and  was  at  the  time  he  voted  at  the  aforesaid  election,  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years. 

C.  E.  HAY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Connty  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  nndersigned  J.  T.  Council,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  one  Jim  Bozeman  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct 
in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  1,  at  the  court-house  ;  that  the  said 
Jim  Bozeman  is  to  this  atfiaut  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  that  time,  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Jim  Bozeman,  being  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  afilant  well  knows  and  now  swears. 

J.  T.  CONNELL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida  at  large, 
this  November  16th,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public  for  tbe  State  at  Laige. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  W.  C.  Bird,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  elec- 
tion, one  Tom  Chace  voted  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and 
designated  as  poll  No.  l,at  the  court-house ;  that  the  said  Tom  Chace  is  to  affiant  well 
known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
he,  the  said  Tom  Chace,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

W.  C.  BIRD. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  George  W.  Turner,  who,  being 
dnly  svrorn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  one  Thomas  Oberton,  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or 
precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  1,  at  the  court-house ;  that 
the  said  Thomas  Oberton  is  to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said 
time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Thomas  Oberton,  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears. 

G.  W.  TURNER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this         day  of  November,  A.  D.  1S76. 

JAMES  BELL, 

Cc.  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned.  Chandler  S.  Emery,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  came  .lames  F.  Tucker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  informed  and 
believes  that  Wesley  Woods  voted  at  precinct  No.  1,  at  the  court-house  in  Monticello, 
at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  the  source 
of  bis  information  was  the  said  Wesley  Woods  himself,  who  told  him  on  the  day 
of  election  that  he  had  voted  at  the  precinct  above  mentioned,  and  bis  name 
being  checked  on  the  list  at  said  poll ;  that  the  said  Wesley  Woods  has  not  been  a 
resident  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  one  year  immediately  preceding  said  election,  and 
was  a  qualified  elector  at  said  electiou  as  required  by  the  laws  of  said  State. 

JAMES  F.  TUCKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Witness :  J.  H.  Tucker. 

REPORT  OF  WM.  SCOTT. 

Monticello,  FLA.,^orein6er,  1876. 
To  A.  R.  Meek,  esq.,  chief  United  States  supervisor  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida  : 

The  undersigned,  Wm.  Scott,  United  States  supervisor  of  election  for  the  clerk's 
office.  No.  1  precinct,  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  within  the  northern  district  of  Florida, 
duly  appointed  by  his  honor  James  W.  Locke,  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court, 
at  a  special  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit 
and  northern  district  of  Florida,  began  and  hold  at  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  ou 
the  10th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1876,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  supervisors  of  elec- 
tions, makes  this  report  as  such  supervisor  of  the  violations  of  the  law  at  said  pre- 
cinct No.  1,  clerk's  office,  iu  the  town  of  Monticello,  Fla. 

The  inspectors  at  this  precinct  were  two  republicans,  viz,  M.J.Taylor,  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  and  Benjamin  Dil worth  ;  and  one  demo- 
crat, viz,  D.  L.  Oakley.  Before  proceeding  to  mention  specifically  the  violations  of 
the  law  of  which  the  two  inspectors  M.  J.  Taylor  and  Benjamin  Dilworth  were  guilty, 
I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  certain  facts,  which,  in  my  opinion,  throw  much 
light  upon  the  object  and  intention  of  the  said  inspectors  in  the  acts  hereiuafter  de- 
tailed. Two  or  three  days  before  the  election  of  the  7th  of  November,  instant,  in 
accordance  with  the  written  suggestions  of  M.  L.  Stearns,  acting  governor  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  there  was  a  coufereuoe  held  by  the  leading  men  of  the  rtjpublicau  aud 
democratic  parties,  the  object  of  which  was  to  insure  a  fair  and  quiet  election. 
The  names  of  the  parties  composing  the  conference  committee,  aud  the  resolutions  as 
to  the  appointment  of  challengers  for  each  precinct  in  said  county,  are  correctly  set 
forth  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  party  were  Dr.  T.  M.  Palmer,  S.  Pasco, 
William  Scott,  T.  L.  Clarke,  and  R.  B.  Whitfield,  esqs. :  on  the  part  of  the  republicans 
there  appeared  Robert  Meacham,  S.  B.  Baldwin,  G.  W.  Witherspoon,  J.  D.  Cole,  Beu. 
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Dilwortb,  James  Bell,  C.  A.  Ridout,  and  J.  D.  Thompson ;  and  the  following  resolatioo, 
among  others,  were  adopted  : 

"  Besolved,  That  two  challengers  from  each  of  the  two  political  parties  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  polling-room,  and  be  allowed  to  take  their  positions  in  snch  part  of 
the  room  as  will  best  enable  them  to  see  the  voters  and  discharge  their  duties  as 
challengers,"  &c. 

This  agreement  was  refused  to  be  carried  out  at  Clark's  office,  No.  1  precinct,  wid  I 
believe  at  all  the  other  precincts  in  the  county  except  one.  When  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  republican  inspectors  would  not  permit  challengers  within  the  poll  or  voUug- 
room,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  above  referred  to  and  set  forth,  1  demanded 
of  the  inspectors  to  be  permitted  to  introduce  into  the  room  a  person  to  act  as  my 
clerk,  to  take  down  the  names  of  the  persons  voting.  This  reasonable  request  was 
peremptorily  or  insolently  refused. 

Again,  some  time  before  the  election  it  was  ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt  that  there  were  many  persons  registered  who  were  not  eu titled  to  registry,  and 
that  there  were  more  names  on  the  registry  by  about  one  thousand  than  should  right- 
fully have  been  there.  I  will  also  state  that  il.  J.  Taylor,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Jefferson  County,  Florida,  and  ac-officio  register  for  said  county,  has,  time  and  again 
admitted,  before  and  since  the  said  election,  that  he  believed  that  many  persons  had 
registered  who  were  not  qualified  voters  of  said  county  in  consequence  of  being  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  This  evidence  we  were  possessed  of,  that  large  numbers 
of  fraudulently-registered  names  were  upon  the  registry-list,  coupled  with  the  fact 
■  that  a  persistent  and  determined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  republicans  to  obtain 
entire  control  of  the  management  of  the  election,  by  procuring  the  county  commis- 
sioners to  appoint  as  inspectors  or  managers  of  the  said  election  individuals  belonging 
to,  or  members  of,  the  political  party  known  as  republican,  induced  the  conservative 
democratic  executive  committee  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  names  believed  to  have  been 
improperly  registered. 

This  list  of  names  of  persons  believed  to  have  been  improperly  registered  was  fur- 
nished to  me  by  said  county  executive  committee,  and  I  informed  the  inspectors  at 
said  precinct  No.  1  that  1  was  possessed  of  said  list,  and  they  well  knew  of  ray  pur- 
pose to  challenge  any  and  all  persons  offering  to  vote  under  such  names  as  disclosed  by 
such  list. 

The  window  was  raised,  and  the  voting  commenced  at  this  precinct  at  about  B 
o'clock  a.  m.,  and  virtually  was  concluded  at  or  before  12  m. 

There  were  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  republican  ballots  s^nd  ten  conservative  dem- 
ocratic ballots  polled  at  this  precinct,  of  which  number  there  were  not  more  than 
twenty-five  polled  after  twelve  o'clock,  (12  m. ;)  from  which  yon  will  see  that  the  vot- 
ing was  done  with  unprecedented  rapidity.  In  ten  minutes  after  the  voting  com- 
menced, I  felt  convinced  that,  for  causes  hereafter  mentioned,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  discharge  my  duties  with  any  satisfaction  to  myself  or  benefit  to  the  county, 
and  so  stated  in  effect  to  the  inspectors,  and  urged  them  to  remove  the  obstacles. 

To  my  request  and  remonstrance  the  inspectors  paid  no  heed,  and  I  charge  and  allege 
that  I  was  unable  to  discharge  my  duties  of  supervisor  for  causes  known  to  the  in- 
.  spectors,  which  they  created  or  knowingly  suffered  to  exist  aud  continue,  though  in 
their  power  and  was  their  duty  to  abate  or  have  removed. 

I  now  proceed  to  state  the  obstacles  in  my  way  to  a  proper  and  satisfact-ory  discharge 
of  my  duties  as  supervisor  at  said  precinct. 

These  were  the  tumultuous  disorder  at  and  around  the  window  of  the  polling-room, 
the  unnecessary  noise  within  the  polling-room,  and  the  extreme  and  altogether  un- 
necessary rapidity  with  which  the  ballots  were  received,  passed  into  the  ballot-box, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  checked  and  put  upon  the  check-list.  So  great  was  the 
noise  and  confusion  at,  around,  and  within  the  polling-room,  that  I  was  unable  to  make 
the  inspectors  understand  or  hear  me  when  I  challenged  persons  oft'ering  to  vote. 
Another  result  of  the  disorder  allowed  to  exist  and  continue  against  my  remoustrances, 
and  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  election  was  persistently  conducted,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  me,  even  with  the  assistance  of  the  democrats'  inspector,  to  make  any 
beneficial  use  of  the  list  furnished  me  by  the  said  county  executive  committee  contain- 
ing the  names  of  persons  believed  to  be  fraudulently  registered.  When  a  voter  pre- 
sented himself  to  vote  his  bidlot  was  received,  his  name  checked,  and  the  ballotdropped 
into  the  box  before  the  name  could  be  found  on  the  said  list,  although  every  effort  was 
made  to  be  as  quick  as  possible  in  searching  for  the  name  on  said  list.  I  further  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  report  and  authentically  charge  that  the  returns  made  by  inspectors  at 
clerk's  office,  No,  1  j^recinct,  fs  false,  in  this :  that  while  the  fact  is  that  there  were  live 
hundred  and  sixty-hve  votes  cast  and  deposit-ed  in  the  box  for  the  republican  candidates 
for  presidential  electors,  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  members  of  Congress  and 
State  legislature,  and  ten  votes  for  the  democratic  candidates  for  the  same  offices  or  posi- 
tions, the  said  inspectors,  in  their  returns  made  to  the  county  canvassers,  state  that 
there  were  five  hnndred  and  seventy  votes  cast  for  the  republican  candidates  for  the 
positions  above-named,  and  five  votes  for  the  conservative  democratic  candidates  for 
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the  same  poidtions.  The  canvasa  by  the  said  inflpectors  was  made  in  my  presence,  bat 
I  was  not  able  to  detect  the  fi-und  or  mistake,  whatever  it  was.  The  maaner  in  which 
I  detected  the  fraad  or  mistake  was  the  folI<iwin){:  It  was  soua  asoertaiaed  apon  the 
street  dariof^  the  night  after  the  oiectton  that  there  was  bat  five  votes  retarned  by  the 
inspectors  as  having  been  voted  by  democratic  voters  for  the  democratic  candidates. 
This  report  soon  sot  to  the  ears  of  more  than  five  persons  who  had  voted  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket,  and  by  the  following  day  we  found  there  were  ten  persons  who  were 
willing  to  swear  that  they  had  vo^  at  the  said  clerk's  office,  No.  1  precinct,  and  that 
the^  bad  voted  for  the  democratic  candidates. 

I  informed  M.  J.  Taylor,  county  clerk  and  one  of  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct,  of 
the  fact  above  stated,  that  there  were  ten  persons  who  were  willing  to  swear  tnat 
they  had  voted  at  the  aforesaid  precinct.  Upon  receiving  this  information  the  said 
M.  J.  Ta.vlor  seemed  very  mnch  startled,  and  himself  with  my  assistance  counted  ap 
more  than  five  democrats  whom  he  remembered  to  have  voted  at  precinct  No.  1,  (one. ) 
I  then  demanded  a  recount  of  the  votes  polled  at  said  precinct  No.  1.  To  tbid  said 
Taylor  at  once  assented,  and  we  proceeded  to  invite  J.  D.  Cole,  white  repablican,  and 
J.  If.  Clark,  and  John  W.  Jordan,  white  democrats,  to  be  prHsent  to  witness  the  open- 
ing of  the  said  box  and  the  counting  of  the  said  ballots.  The  said  M.  J.  Taylor  pro- 
duced the  key  of  the  said  ballot-box,  and  the  said  box  was  opened  in  onr  presence,  and 
the  said  Ta.vlor  counted  the  ballots  and  found,  as  above  stated,  that  there  were  five 
hundred  and  sixty-five  republican  ballots  or  vot«s  cast  for  the  republican  candidates, 
and  ten  ballots  or  votes  cast  for  the  democratic  candidatt*s.  After  concluding  the 
count  as  aforesaid,  the  said  M.  J.  Taylor  asked  what  we  would  suggest,  and  when  we 
declined  making  any  suggestion  at  all,  the  said  M.  J.  Taylor,  who  was  one  of  the 
inspectors  at  precinct  No.  1,  and  by  virtue  of  bis  office  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Jefferson  Connty  one  of  the  county  canvassers,  made  to  me  tlie  infamous  proposition 
that  with  our  approval  he,  the  said  Tajlor,  wonld  then  and  there  do  anything  to  cor- 
rect the  said  return  that  we  would  advise,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  the  returns  of 
said  precinct  were  in  his  hands  and  had  not  been  filed.  I  report  this  as  illustrating 
the  willingness  of  the  man  to  commit  an  illegal  act  by  altering  records  in  his  hands  as 
a  public  officer. 

it  mast  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  this  M.  J.  Taylor  is,  by  virtneof  his  office  as  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Jefferson  County,  the  registrar  of  the  voters  of  said  county,  and 
that  he  has  admitted  that  he  believes  that  there  are  many  persons  registered  in  said 
county  who  are  not  legally  qualified  to  vote  in  said  county. 

I  farther  report  that  after  the  greater  part  of  the  voters  had  cast  their  votes  and 
after  12  o'clock,  I  heard  the  said  M.  J.  Taylor  remark  that  he  wonld  bet  one  thousand 
dollars  on  the  success  of  the  republican  candidates ;  but  I  do  not  remember  whether 
it  was  the  State  or  national  ticket  he  referred  to,  or  both. 

I  also  report  that  the  number  of  names  checked  on  the  polMist  does  not  correspond 
with  the  n amber  of  names  on  the  clerk's  list  at  said  precinct  No.  1,  there  being  up- 
ward of  fifty  more  names  on  the  clerk's  list  than  there  were  names  checked  on  the  poll- 
list 

I  also  report  that  the  dem^'cratic  inspector,  D.  L.  Oakley,  informed  me  that  he  is 
ready  to  swear,  and  will  swear,  that  the  clerk  of  said  precinct  was  detected  by  him  in 
patting  on  the  list  the  name  of  a  person  who  had  not  voted  or  offered  to  vote  at  said 
precinct. 

I  also  report  that  I  attended  and  witnessed  the  canvass  by  the  connty  canvassers, 
and  then  and  thure  insisted  upou  the  correctioa  of  the  fraud  or  mistake  made  by  the 
inspectors  at  precinct  No.  1,  (  clerk's  office ;)  but  the  said  canvassers  peremptorily  re- 
fused to  correct  the  said  error,  although  the  said  M.  J.  Taylor  theu  and  there  admitted 
that  an  error  had  been  made.  I  also  report  that  all  of  the  county  canvassers  had  been 
in  some  capacity  engaged  in  conducting  the  said  election  in  said  county — James  Bell, 
county  judge,  having  been  clerk  at  precinct  No.  7,  at  Waakeenah,  and  William  Beasly, 
the  Justice  of  the  peace  called  in  by  the  clerk  and  connty  Jndge,  was  clerk  at  precioct 
No.  5,  where  it  is  claimed  an  election  was  held.  O  jections  were  made  to  the  compe- 
tencv  of  each  of  the  connty  canvassers  upon  these  grounds;  but  the  same  were  over- 
mled,  and  the  canvass  was  proceeded  with,  and  returns  made  to  the  State  canvassers 
to  the  general  effect  that  the  republican  candidates  received  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two  minority.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  sabmitted. 

WM.  SCOTT. 

Witness  my  hand  and  great  seal  of  the  State  this  December  26th,  1876* 


Secretary  of  State. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  BEN.  DILWORTH. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Benjamin  Dil worth,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  thirty-two  years  of  age;  that  for  the  pa^t  sixteen  years  he  has 
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resided  at  Monticello,  Jefferson  Coanty,  Florida ;  that  be  is  a  legal  and  qnalified  toUk 
of  said  county:  that  at  the  recent  general  election  held  on  th«  7th  day  of  N«F«nih«r, 
instant,  in  saia  county  of  Jefferson,  he  was  duly  appointed  and  acted  as  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  election  at  clerk's  office,  precinct  No.  1,  of  said  county ;  that  the  polls  of 
said  precinct  were  duly  opened  and  closed  according  to  law ;  that  before  the  Totiog 
commenced  at  said  precinct  the  ballot-box  was'opeaed  and  exposed  to  pnblio  view, 
then  locked,  the  key  given  to  D.  L.  Oakly,  democratic  innpeotor  at  said  precinct,  and 
not  again  nnlooked  or  opened  until  the  cl<ise.of  said  election ;  that  William  Scott,  esq., 
was  anpoint-ed  and  acted  as  democratic  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct,  and 
stood  in  the  room  where  said  election  was  held  next  to  said  ballot-box,  close  by  the 
window  where  the  ballots  were  received,  and  acted  as  democratic  cballencer,  and 
challenged  a  number  of  republican  voters,  who  were  sworn  by  M.  J.  Taylor,  the  other 
republican  inspector  of  said  at  said  precinct,  in  accordance  with  law ;  the  partie- 

nlar  oath  administered  in  each  instance  being  the  one  suggested  by  said  Soott,  sod 
was  read  from  the  printed  instructions  furnished  to  inspectors  of  said  election  by  the 
secret-ary  of  state. 

That  the  deponent  fnrther  deposes  and  says  tbat  immediately  on  closing  the  poll  »t 
said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election  that  the  canvass  of  the  vote  wa^  made  publicly, 
in  full  view  in  front  of  the  window  where  the  election  was  held,  as  required  by  Uw,  a 
large  number  of  persons  remaining  at  and  in  front  of  said  window  viewing  the  said 
canvass ;  tbat  deponent  further  cteputMM  and  tuiys  tliafci  tliure  wna  no  dibturbiuice  of 
any  kind  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election ;  that  all  the  iuspectors  of  said  elec- 
tion at  said  precinct  expressed  themselves  as  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  manner 
in  which  said  election  was  conducted ;  and  at  close  of  said  canvass  the  returns  w«s 
signed  by  all  the  said  inspectors  and  the  clerk  of  said  election. 

BENJAMIN  DILWOBTH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL. 
County  Judge. 

AFFIDATrr  OF  JkQK  OF  ALLEGED  MINOR. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Will- 
iam Henry,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  be  is  a  duly-qualified  elector 
of  the  county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  he  is  fifty-four  yeara  old ;  tbat  he 
is  a  married  man,  and  has  a  sou  whose  name  is  William  Henry ;  that  bis  said  son  WOl- 
iam  was  buru  iu  the  muutL  of  A  pi  II,  1855,  and  id  now  t\^eutv-one  years  old  ;  that  laid 
son,  William,  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county,  and  has  resided  there  for  a  pe- 
riod of  twenty-one  years ;  and  this  son,  William,  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  Noveml«r, 
1876,  at  precinct  No.  1  in  said  county  at  Monticello. 

WILLIAM  HENRY,  his  x  mack. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4tb  day  of  December,  1876. 

CHAS.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public  State  at  Large. 

DEMOCRATIC  YOTERAb 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  justice  of  the  peace  for  Jefferson  County,  came  H.  Laee 
Weller,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  tbat,  at  an  election  held  at  the  court-honse,  pte- 
cinct  No.l,  at  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  he  being  a  daly  registered  and 
qualified  voter  of  said  county  and  State,  cast  his  vote  for  the  nominees  o?  tbe  demo- 
cratic party,  which  nominees  are  as  follows,  to  wit :  for  electors  of  Plresideot  and  Ties- 
President.  James  £.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call.  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock  }  for  gov- 
ernor of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison ;  for  lieutenant-governor.  Noble  A.  Hollf 
of  Orange }  for  Representative  iu  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of 
Gadsden ;  for  senator  from  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samuel  J.  Tumbnil ;  for  the  as- 
sembly from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archibald  Laev. 

H.  L,  WELLEB. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  belbre  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLET, 

Justice  of  tbeP^ace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson ; 

Before  the  undersigned;  judge  of  Jeffereon  County  cotfrt,-  came  Rlcbard  Tarabnn, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  at  an  election  held  at  the  eonrt-house,  precinct  No.  I, 
at  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  be  being  a  duly  ^aalified  and  registeiad  voter 
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of  said  connty  and  State,  cast  his  vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  democratic  party,  which 
nominees  are  as  follows,  to  wit:  Ft»r  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  James 
£.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bnllock  ;  for  governor  ot  Flor- 
ida, George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison ;  for  lien  tenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange  ; 
for  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  G:ulsden  ;  for 
senator  from  the  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samnel  J.  Tumbnll :  for  the  assembly  from 
Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archibald  Lacy. 

R.  TURNBULL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1B76. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  C.  S.  Emmery,  a  jnstice  of  the  x^ace  in  and  for  said  county, 
came  personally  John  W.  Jordon,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  an  election  held 
at  the  court-house,  precinct  No.  1,  at  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  he  being 
a  duly  qualified  and  registered  voter  of  said  county  and  State,  cast  his  vote  for  the 
nominees  of  the  democratic  party,  which  nominees  are  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  electors 
of  President  and  Vice-President,  James  E.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton, 
and  Robert  Bullock ;  for  governor  of  Florida,  Goorge  F.  Drew,  of  Madison ;  for  lieuten- 
ant-governor, Noble  A.  Hnll,  of  Orange;  for  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district, 
Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden ;  for  senator  from  the  ninth  senatorial  district, 
Samnel  J.  TnrnbnU;  for  the  assembly  from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S. 
C.  Emery,  Archibald  Lacy. 

J.  W.  JORDON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  November,  1876. 

CHANDLER  8.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  came  William 
Scott,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  at  an  election  held  at  the  court-house,  precinct 
No.  one,  (1,)  at  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  being  a  duly  rt'gistered  and  quali- 
fied voter  of  said  county  and  State,  cast  bis  vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  cooservative- 
democratic  party, which  nominees  are  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  electors  of  President  and 
Vioc-PresideiJt,  James  E.  Yuuge,  Wilkinjsou  Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robort  Ballook  ;  for 
governor  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison :  for  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A. 
Hull,  of  Orange;  for  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson, 
of  Gadsden ;  for  senator  from  the  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samnel  J.  Turnbull ;  for  the 
assembly,  from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  J.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archibahl  Lacy. 

WILLIAM  SCOTT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  8.  EMERY, 
^  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  came  William 
Z.  Bailey,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says' that,  at  an  election  held  at  the  conrt-house,  pre- 
cinct No.  one,  (1,)  at  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  he  being  a  duly  registered 
and  qnalified  voter  of  said  county  and  State,  cast  his  vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  con- 
servative-democratic party,  which  nouiioees  are  as  follows,  to  wit:  For  electors  of 
President  and  Vice-Pi«sident,  James  E.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Rob- 
ert Bollock ;  for  governor  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison  ;  for  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange ;  for  Representative  in  Congress,  Robert  H.  M.  David- 
eon,  fk  Gadsden;  for  senator  from  the  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samuel  J. Turnbull ; 
for  the  assembly,  from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archibald 
Lacy. 

WILLIAM  Z.  BAILEY. 

8 worn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  8.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  connty,  came  Joel  H. 
Tncker,  who,  lieing  duly  sworn,  says  that,  at  an  election  held  at  the  court-house,  pre- 
Gtact  namber  one,  at  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  he  being  a  duly  qualified  and 
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registered  voter  of  said  coDnty  and  State,  cast  bis  vote  for  the  nominees  of  tbe  demo- 
cratic party,  which  nominees  are  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
Presideiit,  Ja'mes  E.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton, and  Robert  Bollock;  for 
governor  of  Florida,  George  F.Drew, of  Madison;  for  lientenant-govemor.  Noble  A. 
Holl,  of  Orange;  for  representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson, 
of  Gadsden ;  tor  senator  from  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samael  J.  Tiirnball ;  for  the 
assembly  from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  8.  £.  Emery,  Archibald  Laov. 

J.  H.  TUCKER. 

Sworn  to  and  snbecribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1*^6. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  Daniel  Morgan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  an  election  held 
at  the  conrt-house,  precinct  number  one,  at  Montioello,  in  said  coonty  and  State,  be 
being  a  duly-qualified  elector  and  duly  registered  as  a  vot«r  of  said  county  and  State, 
oast  his  vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  democratic  party,  which  nominees  were  asfollowt, 
to  wit: 

For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  James  £.  Yonge,  WilhinsoD  Call,  Robert 
B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock. 

For  governor  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden. 

For  senator  from  the  ninth  senatorial  district, Samu«4l  TurnbuU. 

For  the  assembly,  from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archi- 
bald Lacy. 

DANIEL  MORGAN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  15, 1876. 

M.  J.  TAYLOR, 
Clerl#<Jeff.  Co.  Court,  Fla. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned  came  D.  L.  Oakley,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  an 
election  held  at  the  court-house,  precinct  No.  1,  at  Monlicello,  in  said  county  and 
State,  he  being  a  duly  registered  and  qualified  voter  of  said  county  and  State,  cast  liis 
vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  conservative-democratic  party,  which  nominees  areas 
follows,  to  wit :  For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  James  E.  Yonge,  Wilkin- 
son Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock ;  for  governor  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew, 
of  Madison  ;  for  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange ;  for  Rt^presentative  tm 
CongreHs,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden ;  tor  senator  from  the  niatk 
senatorial  district,  Samuel  J.  Tumbull ;  for  the  assembly  from  Jefferson  County,  Wal- 
lace S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emory,  Archibald  Lacy. 

D.  L.  OAKLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  as  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida  at  large, 
this  November  16,  A.  D.  1876.  ' 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  the  undersigned  came  Edward  Walker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  an 
election  held  at  the  court-house,  precinct  No.  1,  at  Montioello,  in  said  coonty  and  State, 
he  being  duly  registered  and  a  qualified  voter  of  said  county  and  State,  cast  his  vole 
for  the  nominees  of  the  conservative-democratic  party,  which  said  nominees  are  as 
follows,  to  wit:  For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  James  E.  Yonge,  Wilkin- 
son Call,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock ;  for  governor  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew, 
of  Madison  County;  for  lieutenant-governor.  Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange  County;  for 
Representative  in  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden ;  for  sen- 
ator from  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samuel  J.  Tumbull ;  for  the  assembly  from  Jeffer- 
son County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  and  Archibald  Lacv. 

EDWARD  WALKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  17,  1876. 

»  GEORGE  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  l?lorida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned  came  D.  B.  Bird,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says  that,  at  an  elec- 
tion held  at  the  court-house,  precinct  No.  1,  at  Mouticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  be 
Ijeing  aduly  registered  and  qualified  voter  of  said  county  and  State,  caat  his  vote  for  the 
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nominees  of  the  conservatiye-demooratio  party,  which  said  nominees  are  as  follows,  to 
wit:  For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  James  E.  Yonjje,  WiHiinson  Call, 
Robert  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock ;  for  f^ovemor  of  Florida,  Greorge  F.  Drew,  of  Madison 
Coonty ;  for  lieutenant-governor.  Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Oranee  Connty ;  for  Representative 
in  Congress,  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden  County ;  for  senator 
from  the  ninth  senatorial  district,  SamuelJ.  Tumbull  |  for  the  assembly,  from  Jefferson 
County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  £mery,  and  Archibald  Lacy. 

D.  B.  BIRD. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18, 1676. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

A  MISCOUNT. 

state  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Connty: 

Personally  before  the  undersigned  cime  William  Scott,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poses and  sa\s  that  he  was  the  duly  appointed  and  qualified  United  states  supervisor, 
at  the  clerk's  otBce,  number  one  (No.  1)  preciiict,  at  the  late  election  held  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  he  served  as  such  at  the  late  election  held  as  aforesaid. 
Deponent  says  that  in  addition  to  the  facts  heretofore  sworn  to,  as  to  the  misconduct  of 
the  inspectors  at  said  election-precinct  number  one,  (No.  1,)  he  will  now  state  that  one 
and  sometimes  two  were  absent  from  the  room  where  the  box  was  kept,  without  th^said 
box  being  sealed  and  left  in  the  keeping  of  one  of  the  inspectors,  who,  fur  all  this  depo- 
nent knows  to  the  contrary,  might  have  been  in  possession  of  the  key  to  the  same. 

This  deponent  further  says  at  sundown  the  p<»ll  was  closed  and  the  inspectors  pro- 
ceeded to  canvass  or  count  the  votes  and  make  their  return  to  the  county  canvassers. 
In  making  this  count,  the  votes  were  handed  out  of  the  box  by  one  of  the  inspectors 
and  ounuted  by  the  other  two.  In  making  the  canvass,  the  republican  ballots  were 
professedly  placed  to  themselves  and  the  democratic  ballots  to  themselves. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  more  haste,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  in  this  proceed- 
ing than  was  at  all  necessary :  at  the  close  of  the  canvass  it  was  announced  that  there 
were  five  hundred  and  seventy  republican  ballots  and  only  five  democratic  ballets ; 
whereas  there  was  of  said  ballots  only  five  hpndred  and  sixty-five  republican  and  ten 
democratic  ballots.  This  mistake,  if  such  it  was,  would  not  have  been  made,  in  the 
opinioi\of  this  deponent,  if  the  canvass  had  been  conducted  with  more  deliberation. 
This  deponent  further  says  that  he  witnessed  a  recount  by  M.  J.  Taylor,  one  of  the 
aforesaid  inspectors,  made  upon  the  following  day,  and  himself  saw  and  connted  ton 
democratic  votes  taken  from  the  said  box,  and  further,  that  he  knows  the  persons  who 
cast  the  said  ten  ballots,  and  has  seen  the  affidavits  signed  by  seven  of  said  voters.  De- 
ponent further  says  that  the  said  M.  J.  Taylor  has  admitted  the  miscount  of  the  bal- 
lots in  said  box,  but  has,  nevertheless,  as  one  of  the  county  canvassers,  signed  and  cer- 
tified to  a  return  made  to  the  State  board  of  canvassers,  wherein  and  whereby  the 
republican  candidates  get  the  credit  of  five  hundred  and  seventy  ballots  received  at 
this  box  or  precinct,  whereas,  as  above  stated,  they  should  only  have  had  the  credit  of 
fkve  hnndred  and  sixty-five,  and  the  democratic  candidates  the  credit  of  ten  votes  in- 
stead of  but  five.  This  deponent  further  says  that  in  making  their  canvass,  the  in- 
spectors at  clerk's  office,  precinct  No.  J,  had  the  door  closed  and  two  of  the  windows 
doeed  and  the  blinds  shut,  and  but  one  window  the  s'ish  of  which  was  down,  through 
which  persons  standing  outside  upon  the  ground  could  have  seen  anything  going  on 
in  the  room ;  and  that  no  one  of  those  standing  outside  of  said  window  could  nave 
possibly  exercised  any  supervision  over  what  was  going  on  inside  the  room — that  is, 
over  the  canvass — although  the  law  requires  that  the  canvass  made  by  the  inspectors 
shall  be  public. 

In  conclusion  I  will  state,  as  an  evidence  of  animus,  which  governed  one,  at  least,  if 
Dot  both  the  republican  inspectors,  that  M.  J.  Taylor,  addressiug  himself  to  me, 
in  effect,  about  these  words:  "Colonel,  the  democrats  of  Florida  £>  not  know  how 
to  organize  victory ;  if  they  will  pay  me  I  will  show  them  how.^ 

Sworn  to  aud  subseribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County: 

Before  the  nndersigned  personally  came  William  Scott,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  that  ne  was  the  only  apnointed  and  qualified  United  States  supervisor 
at  the  clerk's  office,  No.  1  precinct,  and  tnat  he  served  as  such  at  the  election  held  on 
November  7, 1876. 

Deponent  further  says  that  there  were  but  ten  democratic  votes  polled  at  precinct 
No.  1,  clerk's  office,  and  that  the  names  of  said  persons  voting  said  democratic  votes  or 
casting  said  democratic  ten  votes  for  the  reform  or  conservative  democratic  candidates 
Hot  presidential  electors,  governor,  and  lieatenant-goveroor,  and  members  of  the  State 
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egislatnre,  as  this  deponent  is  iDformed,  and  believes  as  follows :  William  Scott,  D.L. 
Oakley,  H.  L.Weller,  Joel  H.  Tucker,  R.  Turnball,  John  W.  Jordan,  Daniel  B.  Bird, 
William  Z.  Baily,  Daniel  Morgan,  Ed.  Walker ;  that  eight  of  these  voters  have  made 
oath  that  they  voted  at  said  precinct,  and  for  the  demooratio  candidates  as  aforesaid ; 
that  he  saw  the  ten  persons  above  named  vote  at  said  precinct ;  and  that  he  verily 
believes  it  to  be  certain  that  no  other  persons  voted  at  said  precinct  No.  1  for  the  dem- 
ocratic conservative  candidates  on  the  said  November  7, 1876. 

WILLIAM  SCOTT. 

Sworn  to  and  aabaoribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November.  1H76. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

FURTHER  AFFIDAVIT  BY  WM.  800TT. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  before  the  undersigned  came  William  Scott,  who ,  being  dnly  sworn,  sajs 
that  he  was  duly  appointed  and  legally  qualified  as  supervisor  of  election  for  the  cierk^s 
oiBce,  No.  1  precinct,  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  within  the  northern  district  of  Florida, 
and  that  he  served  as  such  at  the  election  for  Representatives  ^  Congress  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1676;  that  in  aooonlance  with  his  instructions,  and  according 
to  sections  2017  and  2019  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  Slates,  he  att«'nded  at 
said  precinct  aforesaid  at  the  hour  appointed  by  law  for  opening  said  election,  and 
took  such  a  position  with  reference  to  the  ballot-box  as  in  his  Judgment  best  enabled 
him  to  see  tne  nersons  offering  to  vote,  and  best  conduce  to  his  scrutinizing  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  voting  should  be  done,  and  at  the  closing  of  the  polls  would  enable 
him  to  engage  in  the  work  of  canvassing  the  ballots,  ^o. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  was  provided  with  a  list  of  persons  registered  and 
likely  to  attempt  to  vot«,  who  were  believed  to  be  without  the  requisite  qnalificatioos 
of  voters  at  said  election.  The  inspectors  at  said  precinct  well  knew  of  the  use  that 
this  deponent  intended  to  make  of  8aid  list  of  names,  i.  e,,  to  ascertain  from  the  same 
whether  it  was  proper  to  challenge  persons  offering  to  vote,  and  to  let  such  persons 
pass  without  challenge  if  their  names  should  not  be  found  thereon. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  he  saw,  very  soon  after  the  voting  commenced^  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  nim  to  discharg**  his  duties  as  supervisor  with  any  s»tisfoc' 
ti  on  to  himself  or  benefit  to  the  country.  The  reasons  for  his  inability  to  discharge  his 
duty  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  were  as  follows  : 

First,  the  noise,  disorder,  and  confusion  among  the  voters  themselves ;  the  anxiety  to 
vote  seemed  mo^t  intense,  and  the  voters  pressed  upon  each  other,  and  a^  near  the 
window  as  they  could  get,  shouting  to  the  inspectors  to  receive  their  votes  ;  the  inspec- 
tor himself  who  received  the  votes  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  increase  thenoiM 
and  confusion.  Secondly,  the  extreme  rapidity  of  the  inspectors  in  riMM-iving  and 
checking  and  depositing  the  ballots  in  the  box.  From  these  causes  ocmibined,  I  was, 
even  with  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  democratic  inspector,  nnalde  to  find  upon 
my  list  the  names  of  the  voters  offering  to  vote  before  the  ballot  had  been  received, 
checked,  and  deposited  in  the  box  by  the  other  inspectors. 

This  deT>onent  further  states  that* he  warmly  aud  frequently  remonstrated  with  the 
two  repnblican  innpeotors  for  the  unseemly  and  altogether  unnecessary  baste  with 
which  they  were  conducting  the  election  and  for  permitting  the.dioorder  at  the  polls^ 
The  democratic  inspector  at  said  precinct  also  entered  his  protest  against,  the  aforesaid 
outrages.  This  deponent  further  says  that  even  when  he  had  abandoned  the  att*  nn>t 
to  use  the  challenge-list  above  referred  to,  and  determined  to  challenge  such  as  migbt, 
from  his  own  knowledge  of  them  or  from  their  appearance,  be  deemed  disqualified  as 
electors  or  voters,  the  extreme  rapidity  with  which  the  election  was  proceeded  with, 
and  the  noise  and  disorder  that  prevniled  in  ami  around  the  polling-place,  m  some  in- 
stances rendered  the  challenge  nneatory  and  ineffectual,  the  ballot  being  received, the 
voter's  name  checked,  and  the  ballot  dep<isited  in  the  box  before  I  could  gain  the 
inspectois'  atttntion  to  the  fact  that  I  had  challenged  the  voter's  right  to  vot4*. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  the  said  ins|»ectors  failed  in  abont  every  instance 
first,  and  before  administering  the  oath,  to  inform  and  instruct  the  pers^^n  challenged 
as  to  what  were  the  qualifications  of  voters  under  the  laws  of  Florida,  and  fr-quentlr 
only  a  p«*rti<)n  of  the  oath  itself  was  aduiinistered  to  the  person  challenged.  The  oath 
was  in  every  instance  read  very  rapidly,  and  deponent  believes  that  very  seldom,  if 
ever,  did  the  voter  nnderstand  what  he  was  swearing  to. 

One  of  the  inspectors  has,  since  the  said  election,  admitted  to  deponent  that  he  him* 
self  believes  as  dep«>neDt  does,  that  there  were  several  persons  voted  at  this  precinct 
without  tl  6  l<  gal  qualifications,  and  con  nry  to  law. 

Deponent  fuither  says  that  the  two  ri^publicsn  inspectors  seemed,  during  the  trving 
which  he  had  ai*  above  set  forth,  perf«  ctiy  indifferent  and  reirardless  of  obstacles  which 
by  their  rapidity  in  conducting  the  election  they  were  throwing  in  hia  way  iu  the  dia- 
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charge  of  his  sworn  duty  as  supervisor;  that  the  poll-list  beinp;  printed  and  alphabet- 
ically arranged,  it  mast  have  been  evident  to  the  inspectors,  as  it  was  to  this  deponent, 
would  at  the  rate  they  were  proceeding  be  throngh  with  by  twelve  o'clock ;  and,  in  fact 
there  were  not  fifty  votes  polled  after  twelve  o'clock  on  said  day. 

WM.  SCOTT, 
United  States  Supervisor. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS. 

A  RECOUNT. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  before  the  undersigned  this  day  came  William  Scott,  Thomas  L.  Clarke, 
and  John  W.  Jordan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  on  the  morning  after 
the  late  election,  to  wit,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  they 
by  request  attended  at  the  clerk's  oflSoe,  in  Mentioello,  Florida,  and  saw  M.  J.  Taylor, 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Jefferson  Couuty,  Florida,  produce  the  ballot-box  of  poll 
(No.  1)  nnmber  one,  and  take  the  key  thereof  from  his  pocket  and  attempt  to  unlock 
said  box ;  but  finding  it  diflScnlt  to  unlock,  one  of  these  aflSants,  J.  W.  Jordan,  at- 
tempted and  sncceedeid  in  unlocking  and  opening  the  said  ballot-box. 

The  said  M.  J.  Taylor  then  proceeded  to  remove  the  ballots  or  votes  from  the  said 
box  and  put  them  upon  the  table  arranged  by  him  for  the  purpose,  and  then  proceeded 
to  count  the  said  ballots  one  by  one;  of  these  affiants,  T.  L.  Clarke  counting  the  ballots 
first  and  passing  them  to  said  Taylor  to  count  them.  The  result  of  this  count  was 
then  announced  by  the  said  Taylor,  which  was,  that  there  were  in  the  said  ballot-box 
five  hundred  and  seventy-five  (575)  votes,  of  which  number  there  were  five  hundred 
and  sixty-five  (565)  republican  ballots  and  ten  demociratic  ballots,  (10,)  (five  hundred 
and  sixty- five  republican  and  ten  democratic.)  Before  proceeding  to  open  the  said  bal- 
lot-box and  count  the  said  ballots,  the  said  Taylor  seemed  a'lxious  and  took  every 
precaution  to  prevent  the  proceeding  being  witnessed  from  the  outside  of  the  room. 
The  door  was  locked  by  him ;  a  sheet  of  paper  carefully  hung  over  the  key-hole ;  the 
large  iron-safe  door  swung  back  so  as  to  exclude  the  view  of  his  proceeding  through 
the  window,  Ao, 

We  have  aUo  heard  the  said  Taylor  admit  that  there  was  a  miscount  of  the  votes 
polled  a«  preci«ct  nnmber  one  (No.  I)  at  the  clerk's  office,  and  that  he  would  remedy 
the  mistake  thus  made  if  it  could  be  done. 

T.  S.  CLARKE, 
J.  W.  JOURDAN, 

WM.  scorr. 

United  States  Supervisor,  Precinct  No.  1,  Clerk's  Office. 

Sworn  to  and  subseribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

OMISSION  TO  MARK  CHECK-LIST. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personallv  before  the  undersigned  came  William  Scott,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1876,  the  day  after  the  election  fur  presidential  elect- 
ors, Congressmen,  Sm,,  he  ex>imi  led  carefully  the  checked  list  kept  at  said  pre- 
cinct (No.  I)  number  one,  clerk's  office,  and  that  he  found  that  the  clerk's  list  c<intAined 
Awe  hundred  and  seven ty-five  names,  and  that  only  five  hundred  and  eighteen  or 
twenty  names  were  checked  upon  the  poll  or  registry  Ust;  that  the  inspectiir  who  at- 
tended to  cheeking  the  names  has  admitted  to  this  deponent  that  he  omitted  t^  enroll 
opon  the  said  poll-list  and  check  them  the  names  of  persons  who  voted  Ijeing  unreg- 
istered and  sworn  that  their  names  had  been  improperly  erased  from  the  registry- 
list. 

WILLIAM  SCOTT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

NOMB  AND  COKFCSIOK. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Jefferson  County,  came  Horace  L. 
Welter,  who,  being  duly  sw<irii.  says  that  he  in  a  duly-registered  and  qualified  vot«r  of 
said  county  and  State,  and  that  he  was  at  precinct  number  one  ( No.  1,)  rourt-lionse,  in  said 
county  and  State  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  when  there  was  held  an 
election  for  presidential  electors,  governor,  lieutenaut-goveruor  of  Florida,  Bdpresen la- 
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• 
tive  in  Cnn^n^ees  from  the  first  oon^i^ressiona]  district,  seDator  from  the  ninth  (9)  t 
torial  district,  and  assembly  for  Jefferson  County ;  and  said  Weller  farther  says  that 
he  was  a  special  policeman  for  that  day  in  the  town  of  Montioello,  said  coanty  and 
State ;  that  in  performing  his  duties  he  endeavored  to  enforce  order  and  snppreas  the 
noise  and  coufnsion  at  said  precinct  number  one,  (No.  1,)  which  noise  and  confusion 
was  so  great  that  be  was  unable  to  distinguish  or  understand  the  words  or  nature  of 
the  oath  administered,  althooffh  he  was  as  close  as  and  often  much  nearer  the  window 
where  the  votes  were  receivetf  than  the  party  swearing;  and  he  is  firmly  of  the  belief 
that  in  no  single  instance  did  the  person  know  or  understand  what  he  was  being  sworn. 

And  he  further  says  that  the  qualifications  of  a  voter  were  not  read  or  told  the  voter 
as  required  by  law  before  being  sworn ;  and  that  the  rapid  voting  and  great  noise  and 
confusion  prevented  the  challenging  of  such  persons  a,n  were  known  to  be  disqualified 
or  illegal  voters,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  William  Scott,  esq.,  Uuited  States 
supervisor  at  said  precinct,  did  often  call  upon  the  inspectors  to  preserve  more  order 
and  quiet  in  their  proceedings,  and  did  often  and  earnestly  protest  with  them  agaiost 
their  unfair  and  illegal  conduct. 

H.  L.  WELLER. 

Sworn  to  and  subaoribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  MONTICELLO. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  mo  came  D.  L.  Oakley,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  aays  that  he 
was  an  inspector  of  election  at  poll  No.  1,  lield  in  the  clerk's  office,  at  the  eourt-hoase  in 
said  county,  and  acted  as  such  at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876  ;  and  that  Ben. 
Dil worth,  a  colored  man,  and  Moses  J.  Taylor,  who  is  clerk  of  the  county,  were  the 
other  inspectors  at  said  poll,  and  one  I.  H.  Slater,  a  colored  man,  (who  I  have  been  in- 
formed has  been  acting  as  depnty  clerk  of  the  county,)  was  the  clerk  of  the  election  at 
said  poll ;  that  the  poll  was  opened  about  the  time  prescribed  by  law  ;  that  from 
the  moment  of  opening  the  poll  till  about  11^  o'clock,  during  which  time  the  greater 
number  of  votes  cast  at  this  poll  were  received,  there  was  great  noise  and  confusion 
among  the  voters  at  the  window,  pressing  forward  to  vote  in  a  confused  and  disorderly 
mass,  which  noise  was  largely  contributed  to  by  th^  inspector,  Dilworth,  who  received 
the  ballots  at  the  window,  talking  in  a  loud  and  boisterous  tone,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  great  noise  was  being  made  overhead  in  the  court-room,  which  was  distinctly 
heard  in  the  polling-room,  making  the  confusion  so  great  that  it  was  almost  impoeaible 
to  hear  the  inspect^trs  calling  the  names  of  voters  even  after  several  repetitions  of  a 
name,  and  this  affiant  even  then  failed  to  hear  many  of  them.  That  be  and  the 
United  States  supervisor,  William  Scott,  esq.,  protested  against  the  noise  and  confn- 
sion,  warmly  and  repeatedly,  but  their  protestations  were  utterly  disregarded  by  the 
other  inspectors,  and  the  confusion  continued  ;  that  during  this  time  ballots  were  re- 
ceived in  a  most  rapid  manner ;  that  he  detected  the  clerk  writing  down  a  name  npon 
his  list  of  persons  who  had  not  been  called  out  as  having  voted  by  the  inHpeotora  re> 
ceiving  them,  which  he  did  not  deny,  but  virtually  admitted,  and  it  is  possible  that 
he  may  have  written  other  names  in  the  same  way  without  being  detected,  as  the  list 
was  kept  on  blank  sheets  of  loose  paper^  npon  which  the  lines  were  not  numbered  and 
the  sheets  not  pasted  together,  and  in  consequence  it  was  rendered  ea&y  to  place  a 
sheet  filled  up  with  names  among  them  and  avoid  detection  amidst  this  confosion 
and  terrible  din;  that  Inspector  Taylor  hft  the  room  several  times,  and  ballots 
were  received  in  his  absence  in  cousideralle  numliers;  that  be  came  back  once 
and  whispered,  with  his  hands  to  his  month,  which  was  close  to  the  ears  of  the 
other  republican  inspector  and  the  clerk,  who  is  also  a  republican,  in  a  suspicions 
manner,  or  at  least  in  a  manner  that  aroused  the  suspicions  of  this  affiant ;  that  at  one 
time  a  man,  who  was  a  stranger  in  the  community  and  to  this  affiant,  whom  this  afi9- 
ant  has  heard  was  named  Sherwin,  and  of  whom  he  has  heard  it  reported  was  a  pro- 
fessed ballot-box  stuffer  and  election  jobber  from  Philadelphia,  or  some  other  nortbem 
city,  who  went  into  a  corner  of  the  polling-room  with  the  said  Taylor,  and  conversed 
with  the  said  Taylor  in  a  low  tone,  so  that  this  affiant  could  not  hear  them  ;  that  this 
affiant  was  obliged  to  leave  the  polling  room  for  a  few  minutes,  leaving  both  of  the  other 
insf/ectors  in  the  room ;  that  on  his  return  Inspector  Dilworth  was  alone,  and  the  bal- 
lot-box was  not  sealed ;  that  the  certificate  signed  by  the  inspector  does  not  show  the 
true  result  of  the  election  at  said  poll,  as  this  inspector  believed  at  the  time  he  signed 
it  it  did,  of  which  fact  he  is  now  convinced  by  the  presence  of  ten  democratic  bsdlots 
in  the  box  when  it  was  examined  next  morning,  being  five  more  than  are  shown  by  the 
above-mentioned  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  poll,  and  bv  the  afida- 
vits  of  ten  men  that  they  voted  each  a  democratic  ticket  at  said  poll ;  and  he  believes, 
from  the  nforestated  facts,  that  the  said  certificate  may  be  false  or  incorrect  in  other 
respects;  that  be  did  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  undue  haste  and  confusion  and  irreg- 
tdarities  and  frauds,  but  he  believes  that,  amid  the  noise  and  oonfnsioa  and  undue  haat« 
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francls  may  have  been  soceossfblly  committed  witbont  bis  detecting  tbem,  and  tbis 
conld  tbe  more  readily  bave  been  done  becanse  tbis  affiant  cannot  read  or  write  with- 
out tbe  nse  of  glassen;  that  he  objected  to  the  admission  of  men  not  connected  with 
this  poll  into  the  poUin^^-room,  bnt  his  objections  were  unheeded :  that  the  man  named 
Sherwin  appeared  in  this  community  just  before  the  election,  and  lefb  immediately  after 
the  same ;  that  Inspector  Taylor  swore  in  about  twenty  men  who  were  not  registered, 
and  their  votes  were  received ;  that  in  tbe  poll-room,  and  while  tbe  election  was  pro- 
gressing, tbe  said  Taylor  offered  to  bet  a  Mr.  Onsly  from  one  thousand  dollars  to  a  chew 
of  tobacco  that  the  republican  ticket  would  be  elected  in  this  State,  and  he  related  the 
circumstances  to  this  affiant  and  the  other  officers  of  tbe  said  election  at  the  said  poll ; 
that  many  times,  when  votes  were  challenged,  tbe  name  was  called,  the  ballot  put  in  the 
box,  and  tbe  person  voting  gone  beyond  recall  before  the  challenger  could  get  the  said 
Taylor,  who  was  chief  manager  of  the  poll,  to  pay  any  attention  to  him,  and  the  affiant 
caught  the  said  Inspector  Taylor  motioning  the  challenged  voter  away  from  the  win- 
dow. The  ballot  was  placed  m  the  hands  of  the  receiving  inspector,  Dil worth,  before 
be  could  be  sworn  in.  That  a  great  many  votes  were  challenged  at  said  poll,  and  the 
persons  offering  them  were  sworn  and  voted,  but  in  very  few  (if  any)  instances  were 
*tbe  qualifications  of  a  voter  even  declared  and  explained  to  the  pt^rsons  whose  votea 
were  challenged,  as  required  by  law,  and  when  tbe  oath  was  read  to  them  it  was  done 
in  such  a  rapid  manner  be  does  not  believe  that  even  one  to  whom,  it  was  administered 
understood  it  or  heard  it  distinctly. 

That  a  great  many  names  on  tbe  clerk's  list  at  said  poll  were  illegible,  even  to  the 
clerk  himself  who  wrote  them,  and  the  inspector,  T&ylor^  claimed  it  made  no  difference 
and  amounted  to  nothing  if  they  did  not  correspond  with  tbe  names  checked  on  tbe 
registration -list  there  used  and  were  not  legible ;  that  affiant  protested  against  all 
these  irregulariti  s  and  violations  of  the  law,  bnt  bis  protests  were  entirely  unheeded, 
and  all  bis  suggestions  as  to  the  proper  method  of  management  of  said  election  at  said 
poll  were  disregarded,  and  the  election  was  managed  entirely  by  tbe  republican  in- 
spectors as  they  wished  ;  that  the  republican  inspectors  refused  the  solicitations  of  tbe 
affiant  that  the  challengers  might  be  allowed  inside  the  room ;  that  the  room  was  badly 
lij^hted,  so  that  the  affiant  was  not  able,  on  account  of  defective  sights  to  detect  the 
misoonnt  of  the  ballots  aforestated,  and  that  it  did  not  oome  to  his  knowledge  until 
the  certificate  had  been  delivered  to  the  county  clerk  and  connty  judge ;  that  tbe  affi- 
ant conceives  it  to  be  almost  impossible  to  receive,  check,  and  list  ballots  at  the  rale 
of  nearly  three  to  a  minute,  which  must  bave  been  done  if  the  election  was  not  fraud- 
ulent at  this  poll,  and  tbis  also  includes  the  time  occupied  in  swearing  those  votes  that 
were  challenged. 

D.  L.  OAKLEY, 
Inspector  poll  No.  1,  Jefferson  County. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLY, 
Justice  of' the  Peace. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  clerk's  office,  poll 
No.  1,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  ,  under  and 

by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved 
February  27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  tbe  said  election  was  as  follows, 
viz: 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  five  hundred  and 
seventy  votes.  (570;)  George  F.  Drew  received  five  (5)  votes. 

For  lientt-nant-govemor  of  said  State,  David  Montgomery  received  ii\e  hundred  and 
seventy  (570)  votee;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  five  (5)  votes. 

For  Representatives  in  Congress,  William  J.  Punuan  received  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty (570)  votes;  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  five  (5)  votes. 

That  tbe  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
two  thousand  three  hundred,  (2,300,)  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  five 
hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  five  hundred  and  seventy 
C^70)  votes ;  William  H.  Holden  received  five  hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votes ;  Thomas 
W.  Long  received  five  hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votes;  James  £.  Yonge  received  five 
(5)  vot4's;  Wilkinson  Call  received  five  (5)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five  (5) 
votes  ;  Robert  Bullock  received  five  (5)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Robert  Meacham  received  five  hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votes ; 
Samuel  J.  Turnbull  received  five  votes. 

For  members  of  the  assembly,  G.  W.  Witberspoon  received  five  hundred  and  seventy 
(570)  votes;  Green  B.  Tillman  received  five  hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votes;  W.  R. 
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Long  received  five  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votee;  WallAce  8.  Joiies  received  five  (5) 
votee;  Arehibald  Lacy  received  five  (5)  votee;  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery  received  five  (5)  votes. 
For  eoodtableii,  A«  B.  tticks  received  five  hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votee ;  Eli  DiU- 
worth  received  five  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votes;  Albert  James  received  five  han- 
dred aad  seventy  (570)  votee ;  John  Lamb  received  Ave  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votes; 
Richard  Newman  received  five  hundred  and  seveoty  (570)  votes;  Henry  Black  received 
^ve  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votes;  James  Smith  received  five  handred  and  seventy 
(570)  voien;  l-Vank  Richardson  received  five  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votes ;  Thomsa 
Greenwood  received  Ave  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votes;  John  W.  Uall  received  fi?a 
hundred  and  seventy  (570)  votes;  Alonzo  Henry  received  five  handred  and  seventy 
(570)  votes;  Spencer  Redich  received  five  handred  and  seventy  (570)  votee. 

Witness  oar  hands  at  derk^s  ofllce,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  Novem- 
her^  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  aod  seventy-six. 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  L.  OAKLEY, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
BENJ.  DILWORTH, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  H.  SLATER, 

Ck»f k  of  Eleotioa. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foreg^ins  is  a  tme  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  certifl- 
eate  of  the  result  of  election  of  clerk^s  office,  now  on  file  in  my  office. 
Witness  my  official  signature  and  seal  this  November  14.  Ic^'-. 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR. 
Clerk  Jefferson  Circait  Court,  Floridap 

A  REGULAR  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  roe,  a  notary  public,  Moses  J.  Taylor,  who,  being  doly 
flworn,  de|M)s^'aad  says  that  he  is  thirty-five  years  of  age;  that  he  is  a  qualified 
elector  of  Jefferson  County;  and  that  be  has  resided  in  Jefferson  County  since  March, 
1875.  That  he  was  appointed  inspector  at  precinct  No.  t,  in  the  town  of  MonticeUo, 
county  of  Jefferson,  and  acted  as  such  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  1876.  That  he  acted  as  inspector  of  election  at  said  precinct  No.  I 
on  said  7rh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  That  the  poll  at  said  prneinct  was  duly 
opened  and  closed  in  accordance  with  the  law.  That  Benjamin  Dilworth  and  D.  L. 
Oakley  were  the  other  inspectors  at  said  poll.  That  said  Dilworth  was  by  vote  made 
chairman  of  said  board  of  inspectors,  and  acted  during  the  entire  day,  receiving  the 
votes  ;  that  D.  L.  Oakley,  the  demoratic  inspector  at  said  precinct,  had  the  key  to  the 
ballot-boK  during  the  entire  day ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  not  opened  after  the  voting 
commenced,  unless  during  the  necessary  short  absence  of  this  affiant.  Deponent  far- 
ther says  that  for  about  one  hour  from  the  opening  of  said  poll  in  the  morning  the 
door  to  the  room  was  locked,  but  after  that  time  it  was  unlocked,  and  remained  so  dar- 
ing the  rest  of  the  day.  The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company's  office  was  in  said 
preciner.  rooms,  and  several  messages  were  sent  and  received  on  said  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  several  parties  being  in  the  room  once  or  twice  on  said  day  on  telegraph 
Imsiness;  of  these  parties  were  Mr.  Onsly  and  Mr.  Sherwin.  This  deponent  says  that 
he  has  no  knowledge  of  ballots  being  illegally  deposited  in  the  ballot-box 
during  said  election.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  discrepancy  existing  be- 
tween the  number  of  names  on  the  poll  or  clerk's  list  and  the  number  of  names 
checked  on  the  rt^gist ration-list  is  due  to  the  absence  of  the  names  of  many  persons 
whose  votes  were  received  upon  their  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law;  that  their 
names  were  improperly  erased  from  the  registration-book.  Deponent  farther  says  that 
William  Scott  ae<e4l  at  said  precinct  as  democratic  United  States  supervisor,  and  stood 
next  to  the  window  where  the  votes  were  received,  having  the  most  prominent  place 
in  the  room,  and  acted  as  challenger,  eveiy  person  being  so  challenged  being  sworn  by 
deponent,  according  to  law,  theoatti  in  each  instance  being  ri*ad  from  the  printed  in- 
etractions  furntHhed  to  inspectors  by  the  secretary  of  state.  That  the  canvass  of  the 
vote  was  public  and  in  full  view  of  the  multitude,  a  Lirge  number  of  voters  viewing 
said  canvasH.  D.^poneut  further  says  that  J.  W.  Jordan  was  Uiited  S^'-ates  supervisor 
and  T.  B.  Simpkins  was  the  chief  of  police  of  the  town  of  MonticeUo  on  the  said  7tb  dty 
of  Noveml»er,  lr<76.  That  said  Jordan  and  Siinpkins  have  repeat«;dly  t'dd  affiant 
since  said  electi<»a  that  they  had  ra;i  le  it  their  particular  busiaa^ii  on  said  November 
7th  to  visit  the  four  polling-places  in  MonticeUo,  and  that  there  was  lefts  confusion  and 
noise  in  front  of  said  precinct  No.  1  than  at  any  of  the  other  three  precincts.    Depo* 
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nent  further  says  that  some  persong  from  the  conntry  gaiaed  acoese  to  the  oonrt 
oyer  said  preciuct-room,  bnt  on  request  of  affiant  (soon  after  the  pulls  were  opened) 
said  Joordan  was  appealed  to  to  have  the  persons  in  the  conrt-rooni  removed,  in  order 
that  the  noise  of  their  walking  overhead  bhonld  not  be  heard,  and  that  the  said  Jour- 
dan  had  the  parties  removed  and  the  door  locked.  Deponent  further  says  that  there 
was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  at  said  election  at  said  precinct  on  said  7th  day  of 
November,  1876. 

That  all  of  the  inspectors  and  United  States  supervisors  expressed  themselves  as 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  canvass  when  the  same  was  signed  on  the 
night  of  said  November  7,  1876.  Deponent  further  says  that  at  no  time  at  said  elec- 
tion, on  said  November  7,  1876,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  goes,  were  any  two  of  the  said 
inspectors  absent  from  the  room  at  the  same  time. 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR,  Jr. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscrihed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  November,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  large. 

PRECINCT  NO.  2. 

MoNTiCBLLo  Court-house,  Precinct  No.  2, 

Jefferson  County,  Fla,y  November  7, 1876. 
To  Hon.  A.  R.  Mrek, 

United  States  commissioner  and  chief  supervisor  of  election  for  Florida. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  appointed  and  qualified  supervisor  of  the  election  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  at  Monticello  Court- 
Honse,  precinct  No,  2,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

That  he  has  examined  carefully  the  registration-list  prepared  by  the  clerk  of  said 
connty  of  Jefferson,  and  purporting  to  be  lists  of  persons  qualified  to  /ote  nnder  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Florida  at  said  election, 
and  is  sati»fied,  from  such  examination,  that  said  lists  are  in  many  respects  incorrect 
and  erroneous,  and  contain  the  names  of  a  large  number  of  persons  who  are  not  quali- 
fiiMi  eh  ctors,  being  under  the  age  of  21  years,  or  not  being  residents  of  said  county  ot 
Jefferson,  or  not  having  residea  therein  for  the  space  of  six  months,  or  in  said  State  for 
the  space  of  one  year  next  preceding  this  election,  or  having  died  or  removed  from  said 
county,  or  been  disqualified  by  conviction  before  the  oonrts  of  the  county,  or  of  ficti- 
tious names,  or  persons  registering  twice  under  the  same  or  different  names;  that  he 
haa  compared  the  registration-lists  made  out  by  said  clerk  with  the  census  or  enumer- 
ation of  male  persons  above  the  age  of  21  years,  taken  in  said  county  of  Jefferson 
during  the  year  A.  D.  1875,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida,  by 
James  W.  Johnson,  a  citissen  of  said  county,  appointed  to  make  such  enumeration  of 
the  persons,  and  has  also  compared  said  registration-lists  with  a  sworn  census  or  enn- 
raeration  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  in  said  county,  taken  by  persons  appointed  and 
selected  for  that  purpose  by  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  said  county  during 
the  pret^ent  year,  A.  D.  1876,  and  immediately  preceding  this  election,  and  that  the 
number  of  names  appearing  on  said  registration-list,  useaby  inspectors  of  this  election, 
exceed  the  number  appearing  on  the  census  of  1875  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  by 
about  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  exceed  the  number  appearing  fVom  the  enu- 
meration taken  by  persons  appointed  by  the  democratic  executive  committee,  immedi- 
at-el^  preceding  this  election,  by  about  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-six.  And  the  nn* 
dersigned  wonld  further  report,  that  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  November^  the  day 
next  preceding  this  election,  at  the  request  and  snggestion  of  his  excellency  M.  ll 
Steams,  governor  of  Florida,  *Mn  order  to  prevent  dinturbanoe  on  the  day  of  election 
and  secure  an  orderly,  fair,  and  quiet  election,"  a  number  of  the  leading  men  of  both 
political  parties  in  said  county  held  a  meeting  and  conference,  and  agreed  upon  and 
unanimously  adopted  the  resolutions  appearing  in  a  copy  of  the  proceeilings  of  said 
meeting  attached  to  this  report,  among  which  resolutions  is  the  following: 

Besolvedf  '*  That  four  challengers,  two  from  each  political  party,  for  each  precinct  in 
the  county,  be  selected,  and  that  we  notify  the  inspectors  at  each  preoiuct  of  said 
appointments,  sai«l  challengers  to  be  stationed  before  or  behind  the  ballot-box,  as  may 
beet  suit  their  convenience  and  subserve  the  purposes  in  view,** 

That,  in  acoordance  with  the  above  resolution,  Messrs.  J.  T.  Bodd  and  A.  0.  Whitner 
Were  selected  as  the  two  challengers  from  the  democratic  party  for  this  precinct, 
''Court-house  No.  %"  and  the  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct,  Messrs.  C.  J.  Gar- 
wood, J,  D.  Thompson,  and  Jackson  Junius,  were  notifie<l  of  their  selection,  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  conference  aforesaid  by  the  chairman  of  said  meeting.  That  at  the 
opening  of  the  polls  at  said  precinct  No.  2,  on  the  morning  of  said  election,  the  said 
J.  T.  Budd  and  A.  C.  Whitner,  challengers  selected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  came 
into  the  room  where  said  election  was  being  held,  when  two  of  said  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion, to  wit,  J,  D.  Thompson  and  Jack^n  Junius,  both  republicans,  objected  to  their 
Sresence,  Said  challengers  and  the  undersigned  insisted  that  they  were  entitled  to 
B  present  in  said  room  under  the  agreement  and  reaolation  aforesaid ;  butt  contrary  to 
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said  reeolation,  and  agalDst  all  remonstraiice,  the  said  challengers  were  ejected  from 
said  room  and  not  allowed  to  remain  at  or  near  the  ballot-box  so  as  to  discbarge  tbeir 
dnties  as  challengers  under  said  resolution ;  to  which  action  of  said  board  of  inspectors 
the  nndersigned  then  protested  and  .now  protests,  as  illegal  and  unfair  and  contrary  to 
the  solemn  agreement  and  resolution  entered  into  between  the  two  political  parties  as 
aforesaid,  and  as  supporting  the  presumption  that  said  election  was  not  to  be  con- 
ducted fairly  and  in  accordance  with  the  express  suggestion  and  request  of  the  gor- 
emor  of  the  State,  but  that  the  door  should  be  opeuM  to  fraud  and  the  challengeis 
deprived  of  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  suspected  persons  to  vote. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  CLARKE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  T.  S.  Clarke,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  the  above  and  foregoing  \s  a  true  copy  of  the  report  made  byliim  as  United 
States  supervisor  at  precinct  No.  2,  and  that  the  facts  therein  set  forth  are  true. 

T.  8.  CLARKE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

ALLEGED  ILLEGAL  Y0TEB8. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

PersoDTally  came  and  appeared  before  the  nndersigned  J.  D.  Turner,  jr.,  a  citizen  resi- 
dent of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November 
last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Sam  Fleming  voted  the  republican 
ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  Court- 
house No.  2.  That  the  said  Sam  Fleming  is  not  now  nor  was  he  at  that  time  a  quali- 
fied voter  in  the  county  of  Jefterson,  he  being  at  that  time  a  citizen  of  Leon  County, 
Florida. 

J.  D.  TURNER,  Jb. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  Novemlier,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLY, 
*  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County: 

Before  me,  Chandler  F.  Plmery,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  person- 
ally came  T.  S.  Clarke,  to  me  known,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  a  United 
States  supervisor  at  p<ill  No.  2,  at  court-house  m  Monticello,  Fla.,  at  the  election  held 
on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  and  was  present  at  said  voting-place  daring 
said  election  ;  that  one  Hi  1 1  man  Ledbetter,  a  colored  man  well  known  to  this  deponent, 
in  the  presence  of  this  deponent  presented  his  ballot  and  voted  at  said  noil  at  said  elec- 
tion on  said  day ;  that  said  deponent  saw  said  llillman  Ledbetter,  and  knew  him  when 
lie  cast  said  vote,  and  saw  said  ballot  deposited  in  the  ballot-box. 

T.  S.  CLARKE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY. 

J  ustice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  Alexander  Waters,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Virgil  Thomas, 
who  voted  at  poll  No.  2,  in  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  November  7,  A  D. 
1876,  was  not  at  the  time  of  such  votin|^  and  is  not  ncrw,  twenty -one  years  old,  and  bad 
uo  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  was  not  then  'and  is  not  now  a  qualified  elector 
of  said  county  and  State;  that  in  1874  he  and  his  father  both  stated  that  he  was  not 
then  eighteen  years  old,  and  was  not  subject  to  road-duty  under  the  statutes  of  Flor- 
ida; and  that  Hardy  Thomas,  who  voted  at  the  same  poll  and  the  same  election,  bad 
not  had  at  the  time  of  such  voting  resided  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  period  of 
twelve  months,  or  one  year,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  was 
not  then,  and  is  not  now,  a  qualitied  elector  of  said  county  and  State. 

ALEXANDER  WATERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16, 1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
Coimty  JndgSi 
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State  of  FIoridB,  Jefferson  Connty : 

Before  roe  came  Jacob  Hart,  to  me  known,  wbo,  being  dniy  sworn,  says  that  Moses 
Johnson,  who  voted  at  poll  No.  2,  in  Monticello,  in  said  connty  and  State,  at  the  election 
held  November  7,  lr76,  is  not  now,  and  was  not  at  the  time  of  said  voting,  twenty-one 
yean  old,  and  had  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  was  not  then,  and  is  not  now, 
a  qualified  voter  of  said  connty  and  State. 

JACOB  HAKT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  15, 1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

Stat«  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Connty : 

^  Before  the  undersigned,  a  Jastice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  connty,  came  Wil- 
liam J.  Smith,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Cans  Rouse,  who  voted 
at  poll  No.  2,  at  the  court-house,  in  said  county  and  State,  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876,  moved  from  the  State  of  Georgia  into  the  State  of  Florida  in  the  month  of 
January,  1876,  and  had  not  resided  in  ijie  State  of  Florida  for  the  period  of  twelve 
months,  or  one  ^ear,  and  had  not  yet  resided  in  Florida  for  that  length  of  time,  and 
that  he  had  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election  at  said  poll,  and  that  he  is  not  a  qualified 
elector  of  said  county. 

W.J.SMITH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  14, 1876. 

CHANDLER  P.  EMRY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  W.  C.  Bird,  a  resident  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  Isaac  Huggins,  a  colored  roan,  who  voted  at  poll  No. 
2  in  Monticello,  Florida,  on  the  7tb  day  of  November,  1876,  at  the  election  held  on  that 
day ;  that  said  Isaac  Hoggins  admitteid  while  in  conversation  with  this  deponent  that 
he  was  living  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  married  there  during  Cbristroan  last ;  that 
he,  the  said  Isaac  Huggins,  did  not  design  residing  in  Florida,  and  that  he  was  not  a 
qualified  elector  at  the  election  held  as  aforesaid  on  account  of  said  non-residence. 

W.  C.  BIRD. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  J.  F.  Tucker,  who,  being 
daly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last^  that  being  the  day  of  the 
late  election,  one  Eldred  Stephens  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or 
precinct  in  said  conuty  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  2,  at  the  court-house ;  that 
the  said  Eldred  Stephens  is  to  this  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at 
that  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Eldred  Stephens, 
being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears, 
upon  information  derived  from  the  mother  of  said  Eldred  Stephens,  she  having  in  the 
spring  of  the  present  year  hired  him  to  affiant  as  a  minor,  and  stated  his  age  to  be 
about  eighteen  years  old.  His  father  confirmed  said  information  by  forbidding  affiant 
to  settle  with  him  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  a  minor. 

JAMES  F.  TUCKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18, 1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss  : 

J.  D.  Thompson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  and  for  about  one  and  one-half  years  has  resided  at  Monticello,  Jefferson 
County,  in  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  he  is  a  practicing  attorney  in  said  county ;  that 
at  the  recent  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  in  said  county 
of  Jefferson,  he  was  duly  appointed  and  acted  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election 
in  the  precinct  No.  2  of  saia  county ;  that  there  was  present  in  the  room  when  the  bal- 
lots were  polled  one  democratic  and  two  repiiblioaa  inspectors,  one  democratic  United 
States  supervisor;  that  said  democratic  United  States  supervisor  was  and  is  a  prac- 
ticing attorney  of  said  county  of  Jefferson.  That  the  ballot  box  at  said  precinct  was 
opened  and  exposed  to  the  public  view  before  the  voting  commenced ;  was  then  locked, 
the  key  given  to  one  of  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct;  and  said  ballot-box  was  not 
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again  opened  or  unlocked  niitil  the  close  of  said  election,  as  reqnired  by  law.  That 
said  democratic  supervisor  and  democratic  inspector,  particularly  the  latter,  exprccsed 
themselves  as  beinf(  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  said  election  at  said 
precinct  was  conducted ;  nor  was  complaint  made  during  the  day  of  said  electioD  on 
the  part,  of  any  one  present ;  that  dnring  said  election  several  persons  applied  at  said 
precinct  for  the  purpose  of  voting  and  were  challenged,  and  whenever  it  manifestly 
appeared  that  any  one  so  challenged  was  not  a  legal  voter,  he  or  they  were  pt^rempto- 
rily  refused  such  right. 

Deponent  further  says  that  so  far  from  anything  wrong  being  done  or  attempted  to 
be  done,  that  whenever  any  person  or  persons  were  challenged,  the  person  challenging 
was  allowed  doe  and  ample  opportunity  to  make  good  such  challenge. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  does  not  believe  any  frivolous  or  reckless  challengas 
were  made,  but  that  all  the  challenges  that  were  niaoe  were  made  in  good  faith. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  canvass  of  the  vote  was  made  publicly,  in  full  view, 
in  the  front  of  the  window,  where  the  election  was  held  as  required,  by  a  large  number 
of  persons  remaining  at  and  in  firont  of  said  window  viewing  said  canvass. 

J.  D.  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge. 

nXBOAL  VOTKR8. 

state  of  Florida,  Jeflferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  R.  Shnman,  who,  being  dnij 
awom,  says  that  on  the  7tn  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  elec- 
tion, one  Ben  Shuman  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in 
said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  3,  at  the  Jail.  That  the  said  Ben  Sha- 
man is  to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  atsaid  time,  a  qualified  voter 
ill  the  State  of  h  lorida,  because  he  was  at  that  time  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  not  of  Florida. 

R.  SHUMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  cauie  John  W.  Jordan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  l8a:ic  Bro^ro,  tiie 
son  of  Glass  Brown,  a  resident  of  said  county  and  State,  was  born  on  the  l2thdayof 
Jnly,  A.  D.  185S,  and  that  he  is  not  now  and  was  not  twenty^one  years  of  age  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  his  mother  was  the  property  of  Mrs.  J.  A 
Fennel  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the  said  Isaac  Brown,  and  that  the  said  Isaac  Brown 
was  the  property  of  the  said  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Fennel  from  his  birth  to  the  time  of  his 
liberation  or  emancipation. 

J.  W.  JORDAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  14, 1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

R.  B.  Whitfield,  being  sworn,  says  it  appears  from  examination  of  the  check  on  r^ps- 
tration-list  used  at  poll  3  in  said  oountyi  at  said  election,  that  the  within-named  Isaac 
Brown  voted  at  said  poll. 

R,  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20, 1876, 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  John  Anderson,  a  citixen  resident  of  said 
county,  who,  beinj^duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  one  B«rry  Crumley  well,  and  that 
the  said  Berry  Crumley  was  disqualified  to  vote  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of 
November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  for  the  reason  that  the  said 
Berry  Crumley  was  not  at  the  date  of  said  election  qualified  to  vote  thereat,  he,  the 
said  Berry  Crumley,  not  having  resided  in  the  State  of  Florida  twelve  months  previoits 
to  said  election. 

JOHN  ANDERSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
Coiiuty  Judge* 
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R.  B.' Whitfield,  beins  sworn,  says  it  appears  bj  examinatloD  of  tbe  ebeck-list  used 
and  made  at  poll  Nq.  3,  id  said  ooanty  at  said  eleckioD,  that  the  above-named  Crnmlej 
Toted  at  said  polL 

K.  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscribed  before  me  this  Norember  20, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Jostiee  of  the  Peaee. 

State  of  Florida,  JeflTerson  County: 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  tbe  nndersff^ned  L.  Q.  C^Linf^o,  who, being  dnly 
sworn,  says  that  on  tbe  7ih  day  of  November  last^  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  elec- 
tion, one  Everitt  Jackson  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct 
in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No. 3,  at  the  Jail ;  that  the  said  Everitt 
Jackson  is  to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified 
voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Everitt  Jackson,  being  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years;  and  that  his  father  and  himself  both  admitted  that  he' was  not 
twenty-one  years  old  about  August,  1875,  and  asserted  that  he  was  not  eighteen  years 
old,  and  got  him  excused  from  road  duty  then  on  that  ground. 

L.  Q,  a  LINGO- 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY. 

Justice  of  the  Peaee. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Chandler  8.  Emery,  a  jostiee  of  the  peaee 
in  and  for  said  eounty,  William  Z.  Bailey,  a  citizen  resident  of  said  county,  who,  being 
daly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  election, 
at  tbe  polling-place  in  Mouticeilo  known  and  designated  as  Jail,  No.  3,  one  Wade  Bemey 
oflered  to,  and  actnally  did  vote ;  and  that  the  said  Wade  Berney  now  is,  and  at  the 
time  aforesaid,  t^  wit,  the  7t]i  day  of  November  aforesaid,  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age ;  tbe  said  Bemey,  as  deponent  knows,  and  now  swears,  having  been  bom  in  the- 
year  1857. 

W.  Z.  BAILEY, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

.fuHtiee  of  tbe  Peace, 
Witnesses: 
W.  Z.  Bailet. 
JuuA  B.  Mathers. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  i 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  tbe  undefBigned  R.  Tnmbnll^  wba,  bef ng  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  tbe  seventh  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  later 
election,  Kiah  Hall  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said 
eosnty  known  and  designat-ed  as  poll  No.  3,  at  the  Jail ;  that  the  said  Kiah  Hall  istv 
the  affiant  well  known,  and  be  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  that  time,  a  qualified  voter  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Kiah  Hall,  being  vnder  tbe  ager  of  tweutyKme  years^ 
as  the  affiant  well  kuows  and  now  swears,  and  that  his  father  admitted  his  minority  to 
affiant  a  short  time  before  the  said  election. 

R.  TUKNBULL< 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1870. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge, 
State  of  Florida, Jefferson  County; 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  nndersfgned  Bnrt.on  W.  Bellamy,  wha^ 
being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November  last,  that  being  tbe  day 
af  late  election,  one  Peter  Jones  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or 
precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  polls  Nos.  2  and  3,  at  Montlcello,  ther 
one  at  the  court-house  and  the  other  at  the  Jail ;  that  tbe  said  Peter  lodeB  is  to  the 
affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now^  nor  was  he  at  that  tioie^  a  qualified  voter  in  ther 
State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Peter  Jones^  being  under  the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  aa 
the  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears,  and  that  he  bas  admitted  his  minority  to  aflGk 
ant  since  the  election,  and  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

BURTON  W.  BELLAMY. 

Sworn  to  and  swbsoribed  before  me  tbis  — '  day  of  ^-»,  A.  D.  1^6. 

JAMES  BELL, 

Couuiy  Judge* 
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8tate  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Coanty  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  tbe  nndersigned  G.  8.  Meaoham,  who,  being 
dniy  Hwom,  sa^s  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  tbe 
late  ek»etmn,one  Jeff  Marks  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  pre- 
cinct in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  jail  No.  3 ;  that  the  said  Jeff  Marks  is  to 
affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  Id  the 
State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Jeff  Marks,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  sb 
this  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears. 

G.  S.  MEACHAM. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  187(>. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  the  undersigned  G.  W.  Turner,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  he  knows  Moses  Brook,  who  voted  at  precinct  No.  3,  at  the  jail,  in  Jefferson 
County,  Florida,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and,  as  depo- 
nent believes,  voted  the  republican  ticket  for  the  candidates  for  governor  and  lieuten- 
ant-governor. Representative  in  Congress,  and  presidential  'electors,  members  of  tbe 
assembly  and  senate  from  Jefferson  County,  and  constables,  and  that  he,  the  said  Mo- 
oes Brooks,  was,  on  the  said  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  disqualified  as  a  voter, 
for  the  cause  that  he  was  at  that  time  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

G.  W.  TURNER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  — ,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge. 

NON-RESIDBNT. 

State  of  Florida,  Coanty  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  came  R.  T.  Hurst, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Buwall  Williams,  who  voted  at  the  election  held  Np- 
Yember  7,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  couuty  and  Stat-e,  at  poll  No.  3,  in  Moiiticello,  in  said 
county,  is  now,  and  was  at  the  time  of  said  voting,  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Thomas 
County,  State  of  Georgia,  and  had  not  then,  and  has  not  now,  the  right  to  vote  in  tbe 
State  of  Florida. 

R.  T.  HL'EST. 

Sworn  to  and  subeoribed  before  m«  this  November  14, 1B76. 

CHANDLER  8.  EMERY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

FLLEGAL  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  B.  F.'Bames,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Gus  Young,  who 
voted  at  poll  No.  3,  at  the  jail  in  the  town  of  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  is  not  now,  was  not  at  the  time  of  said  voting, 
twenty-one  years  of  age ;  that  he  had  not  then,  and  has  not  now,  any  rigKt  to  vote  in 
the  State  of  Florida.  And  he  farther  swears  that  Gabe  Larry,  who  voted  at  the  same 
poll  at  the  same  eleotion,  is  not  now,  and  was  not  at  the  time  of  said  voting, 
tw«nty-on«  years  of  age,  and  that  he  had  not  then,  and  has  not  now,  the  right  to  vote 
in  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  in  the  year  1874  the  father  of  the  said  Gabe  Larry  swore 
that  tbe  said  Gabe  Larry  was  not  eighteen  years  old,  and  not  subject  to  road-daty 
under  the  laws  of  Florida. 

B.  F.  BARNES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  ^fore  me  November  14, 1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  County  and  State. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County: 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  nndersigned  J.  P.  Connell,  who,  being 
dnly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  one  Riley,  or  Ryal,  or  Royal,  or  William  ».  Gatewood  voted  the  republican 
ticket  at  the  fK>Ilingplace  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll 
No.  3,  at  the  jail ;  that  the  said  Riley  or  Ryal,  or  Royal,  or  William  R.  Gatewood  is  lo 
this  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  that  time,  a  qualified  voter  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Riley,  Royal,  Ryal,  or  William  R.  Gatewood  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears ;  that 
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hiB  father,  Harrison  Gate  wood,  swore  this  year  (1876)  that  he  was  not  only  not  twenty- 
one  years  old,  but  that  he  was  not  eighteen  years  old,  and  for  that  reason  he  was 
excQsed  from  road-duty. 

J.  P.  CONNELL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16,  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County :  ^ 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  I.  F.  Connell,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the 
late  election,  one  Sam  Williams  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or 
precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  precinct  No.  3,  at  the  jail  in  Monti- 
cello;  that  the  said  Sam  Williams  is  to  this  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  and 
was  not  at  that  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  because  he  had  not  and 
has  not  resided  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  x>eriod  of  twelve  months  immediately 
preceding  said  election. 

I.  F.  CONNELL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  as  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida  at  large, 
this  November  16,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  William  A.  W.  Simmons,  a  cit- 
izen resident  of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Gus  Whitehurst  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as 
poll  No.  3,  at  the  jail ;  that  the  said  Gns  Whitehurst  is  to  affiant  well  known,  and  is 
not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  the  said 
Gus  Whitehurst  having  moved  to  Duval  County  and  resided  there  till  a  period  within 
less  than  six  months  of  said  election,  and  that  be  had  not  resided  within  the  county 
of  Jefferson  for  the  period  of  six  months  immediately  preceding  said  election ;  and 
that  his  residence  is  now  in  Duval  County,  aud  he  has  returned  there  since  said  elec- 
tion ;  and  he  is  informed  and  believes  was  furnished  free  transportation  here  to  vote. 

WM.  A.  W.  SIMMONS. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  17, 1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned  justice  of  the  peace  came  R.  B.  Whitfield,  to  me  known,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Colonel  Hebry  and  Isaac  Hambry,  who  voted  at  poll  No. 
3  in  Monticello,  in  said  county  and  State,  at  the  election  held  November  7,  A.  D. 
1876,  were  not  at  the  time  of  such  voting  entitled  to  vote  in  this  State,  and  that  they 
had  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election ;  that  they  had  not  at  that  time,  and  t.iey  have 
not  now,  resided  in  this  State  for  the  period  of  twelve  months,  or  one  year ;  that  they 
moved  from  Georgia  into  this  State  since  January  1,  A.  D.  1^76. 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  November  14, 1876.    ' 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

CLAOIS  A  LEGAL  RESIDENCE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Thomas  Adams, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  Jefferson 
County  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  has  resided  in  said  county  of  Jefferson  for  the  past  twa 
years ;  that  he  made  a  crop  in  Georgia,  just  over  the  line,  but  his  wife  remained  in  said 
county  and  State  of  Florida,  where  he  claimed  his  home ;  that  he  has  never  relinquished  bis 
citizenship  from  the  State  of  Florida  during  the  past  ten  years. 

THOMAS  ADAMS,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

OF  LEGAL  AGE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Gloss  Brown 
wbo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  aud  says  that  he  is  a  duly-quahfiod  elector  of  Jefferson 
County  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  be  is  fifty-six  years  old ;  that  he  is  a  married  man  and  has 
a  son  whose  name  is  Isaac  Brown ;  that  his  said  son  Isaac  was  born  in  the  month  of 
July,  the  11th  day,  in  the  year  1855 ;  and  he  is  now  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  and  is  a  duly- 
qaaii£ed  elector  of  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  in  said  county  during  his 
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whole  life :  that  said  son  Isaac  voted  at  the  eleetiou  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876, 
at  precinct  No.  3,  Monticello,  in  said  county  of  Jefferson. 

GLOSS  BROWN,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  daj  of  December,  A.  D.  187fi. 
[8KAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  lirge. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personallv  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Limbrick  Sher- 
man, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  Jefferson 
County,  Florida;  that  be  is  fifly-ei^ht  years  of  age;  that  he  is  a  married  man,  and  has  a 
son  whose  name  is  Benjaimin ;  that  his  said  son  Benjamin  was  bom  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1853.  and  is  now  twenty-three  years  old ;  that  said  son  Beniamin  is  a  duly-qualified 
elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  there  for  a  period  of  seven  years  next  pre- 
ceding the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  and  that  said  son  Benjamin  voted  on  the  7th  daj 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  county,  at  precinct  No.  3,  Monticello. 

LIMBRICK  SHERMAN,  hib  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Ptoblic  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

A   LEGAL  AND   FAIR   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  S.  B.  Baldwin,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  of  the  age  of  thirty-four  years ;  that  for  the  past  eight  years  he  has  resided  in  Monti- 
cello, Jefferson  Countj,  Florida;  that  he  is  the  tax-assessor  for  said  coun^  of  Jefferson: 
that  at  the  recent  general  election  held  in  said  county  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  be, 
the  deponent,  was  an  inspector  of  said  election,  at  the  prison  precinct.  No.  3,  of  said  county, 
by  appointment  of  the  commissioners  of  said  county.  The  deponent  further  deposes  and 
says  that  the  ballot-box  was  open  and  exposed  to  public  view  before  the  voting  commenced 
at  said  precinct,  according  to  law,  was  then  locked,  the  key  given  to  the  democratic  inspei^r 
at  said  precinct,  and  said  ballot-box  was  not  again  opened  or  unlocked  until  the  close  of 
said  election  ;  that  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  voters  assembled  at  said  precinct  en 
the  morning  of  said  day  of  election,  but  thirty  or  forty  voters  were  admitted  to  the  prison- 
yard  at  one  time,  so  as  to  prevent  too  great  a  crowd  about  the  polling-window,  said  window 
being  inside  the  prison- wall ;  said  arrangement  was  assented  to  by  an  the  election-officers  at 
said  precinct ;  that  from  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  until  sundown  the  outside  prison-gates  re- 
mained unlocked  and  wide  open ;  that  no  convict  confined  in  said  prison  was  allowed  to 
vote  at  said  general  electiun. 

The  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  the  canvass  of  the  vote  was  made  publicly, 
in  full  view,  in  front  of  the  window  where  the  said  election  was  held,  as  required  by  law, 
a  number  of  persons  remaining  at  and  in  front  of  said  window  viewing  said  canvass  ;  that 
J.  B.  Christie,  jr.,  was  the  democratic  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct  and  stood 
in  the  room  where  said  election  was  held,  next  to  tlie  ballot-box,  close  to  the  window,  and 
acted  as  democratic  challenger,  and  challenged  a  number  of  republican  voters,  who  were 
sworn  by  the  deponent  in  accordance  with  l^vv  ;  the  particular  oath  administered  in  each 
instance  being  the  one  suggested  by  said  Christie,  and  was  read  from  the  printed  instruc- 
tions furnished  to  inspectors  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  there  was  no  disturbance  of  any  nature  what- 
ever at  said  precinct  on  the  said  day  of  election ;  that  everything  passed  off  in  a  quiet, 
peaceable  manner* 

S.  B.  BALDWIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge. 
Precinct  No.  4. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County,  ss  : 

A.  J.  Eston,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  thirty  years  old,  and  a  resident 
of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  and  has  resided  in  said  countv  ten  years,  and  at  the  last  gen- 
eral election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Francis  Parcells  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  at  precinct  No.  4,  at  the  school-house  in  Monticello,  Fla.,  precinct  set  apart  fbt 
and  selected  by  the  democrats  as  their  voting-place  on  the  said  day  of  the  last  general  elec- 
tion, and  that  the  said  Francis  Parcells  had  neen  disfranchised  by  having  been  convicted  ot 
larceny,  and  under  said  conviction  served  out  his  time  or  sentence  in  the  penitentiary  of  thii 
State  ;  and  that  the  democrats  who  urged  him  to  vote  said  democratic  ticket  know  that  he, 
the  said  Francis  Parcells,  had  been  disqualified  as  aforesaid. 

A.  J.  ESTON.    [L.  8.] 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

CooQ^  Judge. 
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Precinct  No.  5. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  before  me  Jesse  A.  Walker,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  be 
is  a  native-bom  county  Floridian,  and  that  be  is  a  registered  voter  of  this  county  ;  that  be 
is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  location  of  the  school-house,  or  democratic  club-ball,  or 
the  place  known  as  the  place  or  house  in  which  the  general  election  was  held  at  *'  Beasley 
poll.  No.  5,"  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  he  knows  the  said  house  to 
be  generall;^^  known  as  a  house  at  Beasley's  formerly  occupied  by  a  merchant  of  Beasley  by 
the  name  of  J.  B.  Carroll ;  that  the  said  house  is  not  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty 
yards  from  the  place  where  the  old  Beasley  or  Anderson  store  stood  :  that  the  old  Beasley 
store  has  been  burnt,  and  that  the  little  village  around  about  where  the  old  Beazley  store 
stood  is  known  and  generally  called  by  the  name  of  Beasley's  Store. 

JESSE  H.  WALKER.  [l.s.\ 
Sworn  before  me  this  December  2,  A.  D.  ]d7<>. 

WM.  BEASLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  J.  L.  Neily,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Richard  Moore,  who  voted 
the  republican  ticket  at  poll  No.  5,  in  Jefferson  County,  November  7,  1H76,  had  not  then, 
and  haa  not  now,  the  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  because  he  had  not  been  in  sard  county 
for  six  months,  and  had  not  been  a  resident  and  citizen  thereof  for  six  months  preceding 
said  election. 

J.  L.  NEILY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21,  1S76. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ILLEGAL   VOTEKS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  A.  F.  P.  Douglass,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  dav  of  the  election,  Peter  Damon, 
Montrose  Monroe,  August  McCardy,  Israel  McCagy,  Frank  Stephens,  Barah  Monroe,  and 
Griffin  Clair,  and  Gilbert  Davis  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct 
in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  No.  5  ;  that  the  said  parties  above  named  are  to  the 
affiant  well  known,  and  are  not  now,  nor  was  they  at  said  time,  qualified  voters  in  said  State 
of  Florida,  the  said  parties  above  named  being  under  twenty -one  years  of  age. 

A.  F.  P.  DOUGLASS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  ]4th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me.  Chandler  S.  Emery,  a  justice  of  the  pe&ce  in 
and  for  said  county,  William  Z.  Bailey,  a  citizen  resident  of  said  county,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election, 
at  poll  No.  5,  in  said  county,  one  Jerry  Monroe,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one,  (21,)  offered  to 
and  actually  did  vote ;  that  the  said  Jerry  Monroe  is  not  now,  and  was  not  at  the  time  and 
place  aforesaid,  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  the  said  Jerry  Monroe,  as  this  deponent  knows 
and  now  swears,  having  been  bom  during  the  year  1857. 

W.  Z.  BAILEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  13rh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  8.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Witnesses : 

W.  Z.  Bailey, 
Julia  B.  ^Uther. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  Asa  May,  who,  being  duly  sworn > 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  Novenaber  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Dick 
Montiaree  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known 
and  designated  as  poll  No.  5;  that  the  said  Dick  Montiaree  is  to  affiant  well  known,  and 
is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said 
Dick  Montiaree,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty -one  years.  He  was  born  after  my  son  Eliott, 
who  IB  not  yet  of  age,  and  was  my  slave. 

ASA  MAY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
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Wt^st 


State  of  Florida,  Leon  County: 

Personally  came  before  me,  M.  J.  Taylor,  a  notary  pnblio,  William  Beaaley,  J.  C.  Beasley,  J-  D.  Cole, 
and  A.  J.  Pollock,  registered  electors  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  «« 
say  that  the  above  diafi^ram  is  a  trae  and  correct  map  of  the  settlement  known  as  **  Beasley *s  Store, 
in  Jefferson  Coonty,  Florida. 

WILLIAM  BEASLEY.  J.  D.  COLE. 

J.  C.  BEASLEY.  A.  J.  POLLOCK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  4tb  day  of  December,  1876. 

M.  J.  TAYLOR,  yoUtry  PrthHe,  ^kridtt. 
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LOCATION  OF  BEASLEY^S  STORE. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Connty  : 

Benjamin  Dih^orth,  being  dalj  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  thirty-two  years  of 
h^,  and  is  a  resident  of  Monticello,  Florida,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  said  county  and 
State  for  more  than  sixteen  years ;  that  he  is  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county 
and  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  at  the  time  of  desifl^nating  or  fix- 
ing the  precinct  or  polling-places  in  said  county  for  the  general  election  holden  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  the  said  board,  in  fixing  the  precinct  at  Long's  store  and 
Beaaley's,  intended  the  polls  to  be  held  in  the  settlements  known  by  said  names  as  the  stores 
or  buildings  from  which  the  said  settlements  derived  their  names  were  or  had  been  burned 
down,  and  all  of  the  members  of  said  board  of  county  commissioners  knew  that  the  said 
buildings  had  been  burned  at  the  time  of  fixing  said  polling-places. 

The  said  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  tnat  he  is  the  county  surveyor  in  and  for  said 
county.  He,  with  one  William  R.  Long,  measured  the  distance  between  the  site  or  place 
where  the  building  known  as  Beasley's  store  formerly  stood  and  the  building  where  the 
polls  or  voting-place,  where  the  inspectors  of  election  for  that  precinct  or  polling-place 
selected  for  that  purpose,  and  found  the  distance  to  be  exactly  ten  chains,  or  660  fee',  meas- 
ured from  the  foundation  of  the  building  burned  as  aforesaid  and  the  foundation  of  the 
building  used  as  the  place. 

This  deponent  further  says  that  the  building  selected  by  the  said  inspectors  as  aforesaid 
and  used  as  the  polling  place  at  the  said  late  general  election  was  in  full  view  of  the  place 
where  the  building  known  as  Beasley's  store  formerly  stood. 

BENJAMIN  DILWORTH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL. 

County  Judge. 

BEASLEY'S  STOKE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

J.  'D.  Cole,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  of  ace,  of  years, 

and  for  about  six  years  has  been  a  resident  of  Jefferson  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida  ; 
that  at  the  recent  general  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  in  said  county 
of  Jefferson,  he  was  duly  appointed  and  acted  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election  in  the  No. 
5  precinct  of  said  county  ;  that  prior  to  the  said  seventh  day  of  November,  in  accordance  with 
law,  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  of  Jefferson  fixed  upon  and  duly  appointed  a 
place  known  as  Beasley's  store  for  the  polling-place  of  said  precinct ;  that  for  about  four  years 
prior  to  the  year  1874,  one  Beasley  by  name  had  owned  and  occupied  as  a  store  certain 
premises  in  said  county,  which,  by  reason  of  his  said  ownership  and  occupation,  had  acquired 
the  name  of  and  was  generally  knowu  in  the  neighborhood  as  Ueasley's  store  and  Beasley^s ; 
that  in  the  month  of  March,  1875,  the  said  premises  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  that  since 
the  said  fire  occurred,  and  unto  this  day,  the  locality  where  the  said  store  had  formerly  been 
has  been  commonly  known  and  s^Ied  as  Beasley's,  and  Beasley*s  store ;  that  there  being  no 
building  in  existence  known  as  Beasley*s  store  in  said  county  of  Jefferson  at  the  time  of 
holding  the  said  election,  the  election  was  holden  in  a  house  owned  by  one  Joseph  B.  Car- 
roll^;  that  the  said  house  was  within  not  more  thau  three  hundred  yards  at  the  most  from 
the  place  where  the  said  Beasley 's  store  had  formerly  been,  and  was  the  nearest  place  to 
the  site  of  said  store  that  could  be  obtained  by  the  inspectors  of  election  for  a  polling-place ; 
that  in  selecting  said  house  as  the  locality  in  closest  possible  compliance  with  the  place 
fixed  by  said  county  commissioners,  there  was  no  disagreement  whatever  between  the 
republican  and  democratic  inspectors,  nor  was  there,  to  theknowledge  of  this  deponent,  any 
complaint  whatever  on  the  part  of  any  voter  of  either  political  party  as  to  the  selection  of 
said  polling-place. 

And  deponent  further  says  that  the  place  where  the  election  was  actually  held  was  in 
plain  view  from  the  site  where  the  saio  Boasley's  store  had  formerly  been,  ana  during  all  the 
day  of  election  there  were  large  numbers  o(  people  in  closest  vicinity  to  said  polling-place, 
so  that  if  any  person  had  come  to  the  place  where  the  said  Beasley's  store  had  K»rmerly 
been  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  it  would  have  been  inevitable  that  he  would  have  been  in- 
stantly made  aware  of  the  place  where  the  said  election  was  held.  The  deponent  further 
deposes  and  says  that  the  polls  of  said  precinct  were  opened  and  closed  as  required  by  law ; 
that  two  democratic  challengers  were  allowed  in  the  room  where  the  votes  were  polled  at 
said  precinct ;  that  the  democratic  inspector  at  said  precinct  was  a  practicing  attorney,  and 
that  it  was  submitted  both  by  democrats  and  republicans  generally  that  the  election  at  said 
precinct  was  conducted  fairly  and  impartially ;  and  this  deponent  does  not  know  of  any 
illegal  ballots  having  been  polled  at  saia  precinct. 

J.  D.  COLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
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LIST  OF  DEMOCRAXrC  VOTERS. 


Rafas  Hall 
A.  A.  Chester 
Berry  Sbeppard 
N.  B.  Monroe 
R.  N.  Griffis 
C.  A.  Atkinson 
T.  H.  Douglas 
8.  C.  Bott 
H.  C.  Croom 
Andrew  Denbara 
W.  J.  Vason 


A.  C.  Croom 
J.  W.  Calahan 
W.  W.  Dow 
A.  W.  Kajson 
G.  W.  Donaldson 
M.  V.  Smith 
J.  A.  Odum 
£d  Campbell 
A.  P.  Douglass 
\V.  B.  Caria 


Mathew  Jones 
Kicbaid  Hill 
Vard  Decausy 
Bob  Davis 
John  J.  Walker 
\V.  VV.  Campbell 
T.  M.  Sheppard 
Drayton  Ueames 
W.  H.  Cash 
Samuel  Garbet 


Elisba  Garbet 
William  WhiUock 
N.  W.  Strickland 
J.  P.  Strickland 
J.  J.  Hamilton 
J.  H.  Hamilton 
Willis  Sheppard 
George  A.  Croom 
J.  R.  Atkinson 
J.  T.  Bagmore 


State  cf  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  Thos.  H.  Douglas,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  list  of  names 
hereto  attached  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  who  voted  the  democrat  ticket  at  poll  No. 
5,  in  said  county,  at  the  election  held  November  7th,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  two  of  the  said  men 
voted  the  whole  democrat  ticket,  with  the  exception  that  the  name  of  George  F.  Drew  was 
cut  off  of  it,  and  that  all  the  rest  voted  the  full  democratic  ticket 

T.  H.  DOUGLASS. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  day,  November  25,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  LOCATION  OF  BEASLKY'S  STORE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whitfield,  who,  being  sworn,  savs  that  he  is  now  and  has  been  for 
twenty  years  a  citizen  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida ;  that  he  has  examined  the  diagram 
hereto  attached,  and  says  that  it  is  substantially  a  correct  map  of  the  portion  of  the  said 
county  that  it  purports  to  be  a  map  of;  that  he  has  known  said  portion  of  the  county  and 
visited  it  occasionally  for  ten  years  past ;  that  he  has  during  that  period  known  that  por- 
tion of  said  county  in  the  forks  of  the  road  represented  on  the  diagram  at  the  St.  Augnstioe 
road  and  the  Monticello  road  as  **Beasley's;"  that  he  has  never  known  the  place  marked 
on  said  diagram  as  *•  polling-place,  Nov.  7,  76,"  as  "Beaslev's,"  or  **  Beasley's  Store ;" 
that  said  place  has  never  been  used  as  a  store ;  that  it  is  an  abandoned  dwelling ;  that  be 
believes  that  it  is  fuUv  one-half  of  a  mile  from  the  place  he  has  always  known  as  **  Bess- 
leys,"  and  that  it  is  the  same  distance  from  what  he  knows  as  "  Beasley's  Store,"  which  is 
designated  on  said  diagram  as  **  Beasley's  court-house  and  store ;"  that  he  has  known  no 
other  place  as  '*Beasley's  Store"  for  some  years,  and  that  Beasley  has  owned  no  otbtf 
store  in  said  county  for  more  than  two  years,  and  during  that  time  has  done  a  mercantile 
business,  or  any  other  business  requiring  a  store  in  no  other  than  the  place  designated  on 
said  map  a  ^'Beasley's  court-house  and  store,"  in  said  countv;  that  he  was  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  when  they  finally  fixed  and  desir- 
nated  the  voting  or  polling  place  in  said  county  for  holding  the  election  November  7,  li^S, 
and  heard  the  order  made  aesignating  *'  Beasley's  Store  **  as  one  of  said  places,  and  from 
that  time  till  after  the  election  thought  and  believed  that  the  place  designated  on  said  dia- 
gram as  **  Beasley's  court-bouse  and  store"  was  the  place  where  the  election  was  to  be 
held  and  where  it  was  held  ;  that  he  knows  that  said  place  is  and  was  a  suitable  place  for 
holding  said  election ;  and  he  has  heard  and  cannot  (though  he  has  tried)  learn  any  sufficient 
reason  why  the  election  was  not  there  held. 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLET, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AS  TO  LOCATION. 

Before  the  undersigned  came  Samuel  Pasco,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  ssys 
that  the  building  refened  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Ben  Dilworth  relating  to  the  Lickskillel  vole 
as  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  was  jjenerally  known  in  the  neighborhood  for  many  years 
as  Anderson's  store,  it  having  been  built  by  and  for  one  .James  E.  Anderson,  and  owned  by 
him  for  many  years,  and  was  not  the  Beasley^s  store  where  the  election  was  ordered  to  b« 
held ;  that  the  said  Beasley's  store  is  situated  on  land  belonging  to  the  Beasley  family,  near 
Mrs.  Beasley's  house,  the  place  where  elections  have  been  held  for  many  years  before  sod 
since  the  war ;  that  the  house  where  the  election  was  actually  held  was  on  another  road,  sod 
more  than  half  a  mile  from  the  old-established  voting-place,  in  the  neighborhood  koovm  as 
Lickskillet ;  that  the  affiant  has  been  a  citizen  of  said  county  of  Jefferson  f*fr  more  than 
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seventeen  years,  knows  the  neighborhood  where  the  said  voting  occurred  well,  owns  property 
there,  and  had  an  interest  in  the  Anderson  store-bailding,  and  still  has  an  interest  in  the 
land  npon  which  it  stood.  He  further  says  that  there  is  an  apparent  color  for  the  affidavit 
of  said  Dil worth,  because  one  W.  Beasley  purchased  the  Anderson  store  and  had  an  interest 
in  it  at  the  time  it  was  destroyed,  but  the  election  was  directed,  during  the  present  year,  as 
in  former  years,  to  be  held  at  Beasley's  store,  at  the  old  Beasley  precinct,  and  not  at  Lick- 
skillet,  where  the  election  was  attempted  to  be  held. 

S.  PASCO. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  5th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  B.  STICKNEY, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

Diagram  of  the  locality  of  Beazley's  Store,  and  the  place  where  an  election  was  held  No- 
vember 7,  1876,  known  as  poll  No.  5,  in  Jefferson  County,  Florida. 


PolllDg  place,  Nov.  7,  76. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  A.  F.  P.  Douglas  who,  being  dnlv  sworn,  says  that  he  has  known  the 
neighborhood  where  Beasley's  store  is  located  in  saia  county,  and  the  neighborhood  where 
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the  election  was  held  November  7,  A.  D.  1876,  for  about  seventeen  years.  That  the  place  where 
Beasley's  store  is  located  is  aboat  one-half  of  a  mile  from  the  place  where  the  election  was 
held ;  that  Beaslcj  has  owned  no  other  store  in  said  county  for  at  least  two  years ;  that 
the  place  where  the  election  was  held  never  did  belong  to  any  one  named  Beasley ;  was 
never  known  as  Beasley's,  and  was  never  known  as  Beasley's  store ;  that  no  store  was  ever 
there, and  none  is  there  now;  that  the  bailding  was  a  residence  or  dwelling-hoose,  and 
never  has  been  used  as  a  store. 

A.  F.P.DOUGLAS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  7,  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS. 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida, 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Jefferson  County,  came  Andrew 
Denhani,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  J.  D.  Cole,  Dan  Dixon,  and  himself  were  appointed 
inspectors  of  an  election  to  be  held  at  Beasley^s  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of 
Jefferson  County,  Florida ;  that  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  day  of  Novembcor,  A-  D. 
1876,  the  day  on  which  said  election  was  advertised  to  be  held,  he  went  in  company  with  J.  D. 
Cole,  as  he  thotkght,  to  the  place  where  said  precinct  or  voting-place  was  located ;  a  poll  was 
opened,and  William  Beasley,  clerk.  The  election  proceeded  until  between  ten  and  eleven 
o  clock  a.  m-,  when  he  discovered  from  remarks  made  by  the  electors  of  said  voting-place  that 
the  poll  or  voting-place  was  not  located  at  Beasley  *8,  the  plsce  advertised  by  the  boardof  county 
commissioners,  out  at  a  place  known  as  Lickskillet,  distant  about  three- fourths  or  a  mile  from 
Beasley's.  He  then  notified  the  other  inspectors  and  clerk  of  election  that  the  election  was  not 
held  at  Beasley,  the  place  advertised,  but  was  overruled  by  the  other  inspectors,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  one  of  the  other  inspectors,  Dan  Dixon,  said  that  the  place  where  said  election 
was  being  held  had  always  be^n  known  as  Lickskillet,  and  clerk, William  Beasley.  ad- 
mitted that  said  precinct  had  been  moved.  That  during  the  progress  of  said  election  one  Will- 
iam Paine  attempted  to  vote  at  said  precinct  and  was  challenged,  and  when  asked  whether 
or  not  he  had  re^stered  this  year,  answered  promptly  and  positively  that  he  had  not ;  be 
was  then  told  that  under  these  circumstances  he  was  not  a  qualified  elector,  and  had  no  right 
to  vote.  After  some  time  had  elapsed  he  presented  himself  again  and  offered  to  vote,  and 
when  asked  by  William  Beasley,  clerk  of  said  election,  if  he  had  not  registered  before  him 
(Beasley)  as  deputy  clerk  at  Williamsburgh,  Paine  replied  that  he  believed  he  had,  and 
thereupon  he  swore  he  had  registered  this  year,  and  voted,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
just  previously  he  had  stated  positively  that  he  had  not  registered  this  year.  And  the  said 
Andrew  Denham  further  says  that  he  has  examined  carefully  the  original  registration-list  for 
Jefferson  County,  and  the  name  of  William  Paine  does  not  appear  thereon. 

A.  DENHAM. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  12th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

MONTICELLO,  Florida,  Nowmber  8,  1876. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  printed  instructions  transmitted  to  me  with  my  appoint- 
ment as  United  States  supervisor,  dated  the  2dth^day  of  October,  1876,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

I  attended  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  day  of  November,  at  the  precinct  designated  as 
Beasley's,  and  numbered  5,  and  found  the  poll  or  voting-place  had  been  changed  from  the 
place  advertised  and  where  it  was  originally  intended  to  hold  it,  and  located  at  a  place 
known  as  Lickskillet,  distant  about  one-half  of  a  mile  therefrom.  This  change  was  made 
without  any  good  reason,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  and  was  contrary  to  law.  There 
was  no  notice  posted  at  Lickskillet,  the  place  where  said  election  was  held,  for  the  information 
of  the  electors  m  the  vicinity  as  required  by  law.  And  in  fact  there  was  absolutely  no  notice 
given  that  said  election  was  to  be  held ;  nor  was  any  notice  of  an  election  to  be  held  at 
Beasley's  posted  in  the  neighborhood.  While  the  election  was  progressing,  many  fraudulent 
votes  were  cast ;  among  others,  seven  minors  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  nineteen 
other  persons  voted  the  same  ticket  whose  names  could  not  be  found  on  the  poll-list,  and 
who,  I  am  informed,  and  believe,  never  registered  in  this  county. 

T.  H.  DOUGLASS, 
United  States  Supervisor  Precinct  No.  5. 

The  Hon.  A.  R.  Meek, 

Chief  Supervisor  and  United  States  Commissioner  for  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  Thomas 
Greenwood,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  thirty-four  years  of  age, 
and  is  a  qualified  and  registeired  voter  of  said  county  ;  that  he  was  duly  appointed  deputy 
United  States  marshal  to  serve  at  the  general  election  held  at  Elizabeth  Church  precinct. 
No.  6,  in  said  county,  November  7,  1^76 ;  that  the  deponent  further  deposes  and  says 
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that  be  saw  one  John  Hodge  come  to  the  poll  at  said  precinct  and  vote  what  he  knew  to  be 
the  democratic  ticket,  on  said  day  of  election. 

THOMAS  GREENWOOD,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D>  1876. 

WM.  BEAZLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Poace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF   WILLIAM  BEASLEY. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss  : 

William  Beasly,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years,  and  for  about  eighteen  years  has  been  a  resident  of  Jefferson  County  in  the  State 
of  Florida :  that  at  the  recent  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  in  the  said 
county  of  Jefferson,  he  was  duly  cho<3on  as  clerk  by  the  inspectors  at  precinct  No.  5,  known 
aa  Beasly^s  store,  in  said  county  ;  that  prior  to  the  said  7th  day  of  November,  in  accordance 
with  law,  the  county  commissioners  oi  said  county  of  Jefferson  fixed  upon  and  duly  ap- 
pointed a  place  known  as  Beasly's  store  for  the  polling-place  of  said  precinct ;  that  for 
about  four  years  prior  to  the  year  1874  this  deponent  had  owned  and  occupied  as  a  store 
certain  premises  in  said  county,  which  bv  reason  of  his  said  ownership  and  occupation  had 
acqnired  the  name  of  and  was  generally  known  in  the  neighborhood  as  Beaslv's  store  and 
Beasly's  ;  that  in  the  month  of  March,  1875,  the  said  premises  were  destroyed  by  fire.  But 
since  the  said  fire  occurred  and  unto  this  day  the  locality  where  the  said  store  had  formerly 
been  has  been  commonly  known  and  styled  as  Beasly's  aud  Beasly^s  store;  that  there  being 
no  building  in  existence  known  as  Beasly's  store  in  said  Jefferson  County  at  the  time  of 
holding  the  said  election,  the  election  was  holden  in  a  house  owned  by  one  Joseph  B. 
Carroll ;  that  the  said  house  was  within  not  more  than  two  hundred  of  the  most  from  the 
place  where  this  deponent*s  store  had  formerly  been,  and  was  the  nearest  place  to  the  site 
of  said  store  which  could  be  obtained  by  the  inspectors  of  election  for  a  polling-place;  that 
in  selecting  said  house  as  the  locality  in  closest  possible  compliance  with  the  place  fixed  by 
said  county  commissioners,  there  was  no  disagreement  whatever  between  the  republicans 
and  democratic  inspectors,  nor  was  there,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent,  any  complaint 
whatever  on  the  part  of  any  voter  of  either  political  party  as  to  the  selection  of  said  polling- 
place.  And  deponent  further  says  that  the  place  where  the  election  was  actually  held  was  in 
plain  view  from  the  site  where  bis  said  store  had  formerly  been,  and  that  during  all  of  the 
day  of  election  there  wore  large  numbers  of  people  in  close  vicinity  to  said  polling-place,  so 
that  if  any  person  had  come  to  the  place  where  this  deponent's  store  had  formerly  oeen  for 
the  purpose  of  voting,  it  would  have  been  inevitable  that  he  would  have  been  instantly  made 
aware  of  the  place  where  the  said  election  was  being  held.  The  deponent  further  says  and 
deposes  that  the  allegation  made  by  the  democratic  attorneys  before  the  canvassing-board 
of  said  county  that  one  William  Payne  voted  illegally,  not  having  been  registered  accord- 
ing to  law,  is  false,  he,  the  deponent,  knowing  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  said  Payne 
was  a  qualified  and  registered  voter. 

WM.  BEASLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  187f>. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

FAIR  ELECTION- 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  notary  public  for  said  State,  personally  came  Israel  Sciplin, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  over  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  was  bom  and 
raised  in  Jefferson  County  in  said  State ;  that  he  is  a  registered  and  legal  voter  in  said 
county  of  Jefferson  in  said  State ;  and  that  he  was  appointed  and  duly  qualified  supervisor 
of  election  precinct  at  Long's  store,  and  acted  as  sucn  at  the  last  general  election  held  at 
said  precinct  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Jefferson  County  in  said  State  ; 
and  he  says  that  said  election  was  a  peaceable,  fair,  and  honest  election;  that  everv  elector 
was  allowed  to  vote  as  he  saw  proper,  without  any  hinderance  or  intimidation  ;  and  he  says 
positively,  of  his  own  personal  knowledge,  that  Sam  Simmons  was  not  intimidated,  but 
that  he  voted  freely  and  voluntarily,  of  his  own  volition,  as  he  pleased,  and  so  did  every 
other  voter  at  said  precinct. 

ISRAEL  SCIPLIN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

A.  J.  Easton,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  thirty  years  old,  and  a  resident 
of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  and  has  resided  in  said  county  two  years ;  and  at  the  last 

feneral  election,  held    on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Francis  Parcells  voted  the 
emocratic  ticket  at  precinct  No.  4,  at  the  school -house  in  Monticello,  the  precinct  set  apar 
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for  and  selected  bj  the  democrato  as  their  votine-place  on  the  said  day  of  the  last  general 
election^  and  that  the  said  Francis  Parcells  hnd  l)een  disfranchised  bj  having  been  conricted 
of  larceny,  and  under  said  conviction  served  out  bis  time  or  sentence  in  the  penttentiaiy  of 
this  State,  and  that  the  democrats  who  urged  him  to  vote  said  democratic  ticket  knew  that 
lit,  the  said  Francis  Parcells,  had  been  disqualified  as  aforesaid. 

A.  J.  ESTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida.  Frank  Alkn* 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  and  deposes  that  he  is  a  dulv-qualified  elector  of  Jefferson 
Couutv  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  prior  to  the  late  election  held  on  the  7th  of  November, 
1876,  he  received  from  George  Monroe  some  poster  or  notice  of  election  to  be  posted ;  said 
Monroe  is  and  wad  the  sheriff  of  Sdid  countv  of  Jefferson.  Deponent  further  says  that  he 
did  post  up  said  notices  of  election  at  the  Waukeenah  precinct  about  three  weeks  prior  to 
said  election ;  that  he  saw  said  notices  seven  times  subsequent,  and  they  were  posted  in 
such  a  position  at  Butlefs  store-house  so  that  they  could  .be  seen  by  all  who  wished  to  look 
at  and  read  said  notice. 

FRANK  ALLEN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS. 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  William  Walden,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  be  is  of  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  and  for  about  twenty-four  years  has  been  a  lesideat 
of  Jefferson  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  the  allegation  made  that  his  son,  Mi^or 
Walden,  is  under  or  was  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  day  of  the  recent  general  elec- 
tion held  in  said  county  November  7  instant,  is  false ;  that  the  said  Mi^or  Walden  was  bora 
the  7th  day  of  October,  18.55,  a  record  of  the  same  having  been  kept  by  the  deponent  in  his 
Bible.  The  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  his  son,  the  said  Major  Walden,  was  a 
legal  and  registered  voter  of  said  county  of  Jefferson  on  said  day  of  general  election  a^ore- 
SHid. 

WILLIAM  WALDEN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

List  of  democratic  voters  at  poll  No,  7,  at  fTauleenahy  Jtjjerson  County ^  Florida,  Sotembcr7r 

A.  D.  1876. 


1  J.  A.  Edwards 

26  J.  R.  Sanders 

51  Hez.  Tucker 

2  James  M.  Naturis 

27  Jas.  Boland 

52  J.  S  Russell 

3  Thomas  P.  Cooksey 

28  J.  A.  Granger 

53  J.  P.  McCall 

4  J.  M.  Kilpatrick 

5  John  C.  Nichols 

29  C.  E.  McClellaa 

54  J.  F.  Oanthan 

30  J.  T.  Hariey 

55  T.J. Hawk 

6  C.  L. Wolfe 

31  H.  E.  Bailey 

56  Wilson  Barrington 

7  Jno.  H.  Page 

32  P.  F.  Wethington 

33  J.  B.  Wolfe 

57  James  Duncan 

8  F.  Russell 

58  W.  T.  Davis 

9  Josh.  Duncan 

34  W.  A.  Wethington 

59  A.  J.  Boland 

10  Job  Floyd 

35  S.  B.  McLellau 

60  James  Liggins 

11  B.  C.  Harpley 

36  C.  J.  Porter 

61  W.  L.  Jones 

12  J.  W.  Wethington 

37  W.  W.  Mabrey 

38  J.  L.  Faircloth 

62  J.  C.  Grango- 

13  E.  K.Howe 

63  J.J.  Mixon 

14  Wm.  Lipperd 

39  Amos  Wheeler 

64  J.  H.  Brittle 

15  A.  L.  Granger 

40  J.  B.  Lacy 

65  Thomas  Coggins 

66  Robert  Gratlan,  (colM) 

16  J.  C.  Austin 

41  J.  L.  Mabrey 

17  E.  M.  Proctor 

42  W.  H.  Braden 

67  Erwin  Granger 

18  Alvin  May 

43  J.  P.  Barrington 

68  A.  Lacy 

19  P.  J.  Lacy 

44  J.  W.  Clark 

69  C.  P.  Wheeler 

20  Baptist  Brumley 

45  Dan'l  Wheeler 

70  D.  G.  Connell 

21  T.  J.  Moore 

46  E.  P.  Barrington 

71  J.J.Rogers 

22  J.  E.  Blackburn 

47  0.  H.  Gadsden 

72  W.  C.  Thomas 

2;i  Rufus  Davis 

48  R.  H.  Hourau 

73  F.  J.  Scruggs 

24  J.  S.  May 

49  J.  B.  McCan 

74  Thomas  Connell 

25  Jas.  Brumley 

50  J.  Q.  Wethington 

75  8.  B.  Alexander 
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List  of  demoo'atic  voters  at  poll  Xo.  7 — Continued. 


76  James  Copgins,  jr 

77  Julius  Hiffh 
73  Ed.  E.  Hill 
79  W.  H.  Clark 
60  R.B.Walker 

81  J.  W.  Taylor 

82  R.  B.  Hightower 

83  Thomas  K.  Oder 

84  Jas.  A.  Morris 

85  Wm.  L.  Murphy 
88  H.  D.Thompson 

87  Frank  Duncan 

88  Wesley  Thompson 

89  W.  F.  Bortle 

90  Jas.  Doteor 

91  Thomas  O.  Oder 

92  W.  L.  Granger 

93  Jos.  Lewis 

94  Harmon  High 

95  W.  R.  High 

96  W.  S.  Hay 

97  W.  J.  Bradshaw 

98  J.  T.  Bradshaw 

99  W.  H.  Floyd 

100  John  Osborne 

101  J.  B.  Lever 


102  Jos.  Reid 

103  R.  H.  Floyd 

104  G.  H.  High 

105  Cornelius  Lever 
I  Of)  Alex.  Alligood 

107  Wm.  Williams 

108  J.  P.  Grantham 

109  Perry  Granger 

1 10  Manon  Seeley 

111  A.  R,  MCollum 

112  Wade  McPherson 

113  J.N.Casady 

1 14  Enoch  Lever 

115  S.  V.  Neeley 

116  Wm.  Brooks 

117  S.W.  Neeley 

118  Geo.  A.  May 

119  C.A.Sloan 

120  John  K.  High 

121  Joe  P.  High 

122  J.  L.  Neeley 

123  Wm.  R.  Grantham 

124  John  Brooks 

125  J.  J.  Lewis 

126  W.  E.  Moore 

127  L.  A.  WethiDgton 


128  Eph.  Williams 

129  John  A.  Haines 
i:?0  L.Wooten 

131  C.G.Arendell 

132  Jesse  Gay 

133  J.  J.  Gay 

134  G.  F.  Harris 

1 35  John  Armstrong 

136  David  Richardson 

137  O.C.Edwards 

138  Jas.  Brooks 

139  Jas.Hodder 

140  Geo.  C.  Floyd 

141  Asa  May 

142  Hillary  Sprat 

143  T.H.Edwards 

144  J.  Strong 

145  Silas  Snyder 

146  R.P.Clark 

147  William  Bellinger 

148  Sam.  Wagner 

149  W.  H.  Arendell 

150  J.  B.  Roach 

lol  Jesse  Hightower 

152  R.G.Hothers 

153  Alex.  Sprat 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  Wm.  Billinger,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  and  acted  a» 
United  States  supervisor  at  the  election  held  in  said  county  November  7,  1876,  at  poll  No. 
9,  at  Waukeenab,  and  is  familiar  with  the  people  and  their  political  sentiments,  and  the  fore- 
going and  attached  list  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket 
at  said  poll  except  one  whose  name  he  does  not  know  certainly,  but  that  many  colored 
men  claim  to  have  voted  it;  that  he  lives  very  near  said  poll, and  keeps  a  store  within  fifty 
feet  of  the  poll,  and  never  saw  or  heard  of  any  notice  of  the  election  being  posted  in  the^ 
neighborhood  of  said  poll,  and  swears  that  none  was  posted  in  such  place,  as  the  law  requires, 
preceding  said  election. 

WM.  BILLINGER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  28,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  Slate  of  Florida. 

A  FAIR  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Penonallv  appeared  before  me  William  P.  Green,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says^ 
that  he  is  of  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  and  for  about  twenty  years  has  been  a  resident  of 
Jefferson  County,  in  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  at  the  recent  election,  held  on  the  7th  day 
of  November  instant,  in  said  county  of  Jefferson,  be,  the  deponent,  was  duly  appointed  and 
acted  as  United  States  supervisor  at  Waukeenah,  precinct  No.  7,  in  said  county  ;  that  dur- 
ing said  election  at  said  precinct,  there  was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind ;  that  everything^ 
^as  conducted  in  a  fair  and  equitable  manner;  that  both  the  democratic  supervisor  and  in- 
spector 4it  said  precinct  expressed  themselves  as  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
said  election  had  passed  off:  that  Dr.  William  Bellinger,  the  said  democratic  supervisor  at 
said  precinct,  stated  that  said  election  could  not  be  anvthing  else  but  fair  while  he  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it ;  that  the  said  Dr.  Bellinger  stated  in  the  presence  of  several  witnesses 
that  he  was  willing  to  stake  his  plantation  that  the  canvass  of  the  vote  of  said  precinct  was 
correct ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  further  deposes  and  says  that  there  were  two  United  States 
deputy  marshals,  one  democratic  and  one  republican,  at  said  precinct,  who  kept  perfect 
order  and  allowed  the  voters  to  come  up  to  the  window,  where  the  ballots  were  received, 
one  at  a  time ;  that  the  democrats  had  two  challengers  close  by  said  window,  who  challenged 
a  number  of  republican  voters,  who  were  duly  sworn  according  to  law ;  that  the  said  Dr. 
Bellinger  was  given  ample  time  to  examine  his  challenge-list  and  write  down  the^  names  of 
every  man  who  voted  at  said  precinct,  both  democrat  and  republican ;  that  the  list  written 
by  the  said  Dr.  Bellinger  and  the  clerk's  list  corresponded  with  the  number  of  ballots  found 
in  the  ballot-box  on  close  of  said  election. 

WM.  P.  GREEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
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That  J.  S.  Batler,  beio||^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  of  the  ajp^e  of  fifty  •three, 
and  for  about  —  years  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida ;  that,  at  the  recent  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  in  the 
said  county  of  Jefferson,  he  was  duly  appointed  and  acted  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election 
in  precinct  No.  7  of  said  county  ;  that  the  deponent  has  read  the  foreg^oiufr  statement,  and 
understands  the  same,  and  knows  it  to  be  true  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the  age 
of  the  said  Wm.  P.  Green,  which  he  believes  to  be  true. 

J.  S.  BUTLER, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
ALLEGED  MINORS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  C.  £.  McClellan,  who,  being  daljr 
sworn,  says  th^t,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  that  bein^^  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  Joe  Green,  Jeff  Williams,  jr.,  Vemer  Clark  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  poll- 
ing place  or  precinct  in  said  county  Known  and  designated  as  precinct  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah ; 
that  the  said  Joe  Green,  Jeff  Williams,  and  Vemer  Clark,  all  well  known  to  this  affiant,  and 
are  not  now,  nor  were  they  at  that  time,  qualified  voters  in  the  State  of  Florida,  they  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  thid  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears. 

C.  E.  McCLELLAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  as  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida  at  large,  this 
November  — ,  A,  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  Sute  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  J.  S.  Bussell,  to  me  well  knowD. 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  savs  that  Major  Walden,  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  poll  7, 
at  Waukeenah,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  county,  is  the  son  of  Bill  . 
or  William  Walden,  of  said  county,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election  ;  that 
William  Walden,  in  the  year  of  18()7,  told  affiant  that  his  wife  had  died  and  left  him  with 
five  or  six  children,  and  the  oldest  of  them  was  six  or  seven  years  old,  and  that  from  his  per- 
sonal appearance  Major  Walden  does  not  appear  to  be  twenty-one  years  old. 

JAMES  S.  RUSSELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  28,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  A.  F.  P.  Douglas,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  bwing  the  day  of  the  late 
«^lection,  one  Henrv  Howard  voted  the  radical  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said 
county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah ;  that  the  said  Henry  Howard  is 
to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State 
of  Florida,  because  he  was  at  that  time  and  is  now  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

A.  F.  P.  DOUGLAS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  23,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ALLEGED  NON-RBSrOENT. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County,  ss: 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  J.  T.  Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
«ays  that  on  the  7th  aay  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one 
Isaac  Choice  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  coant? 
known  and  designated  as  poll  7,  at  Waukeenah  ;  tnat  the  said  Isaac  Choice  is  to  affiant  wmI 
known,  and  is  not,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  becaose 
iie  was  not  at  that  time  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  State  of  Florida. 

J.  T.  MOORE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  22,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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ALLEGED  MINORS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Connty,  ss : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  F.  Rnssellf  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one 
Peter  Bums  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county 
known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  7,  at  Waukeenan  ;  that  the  said  Peter  Burns  is  to  affiant 
well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida, he,  the  said  Peter  Bums,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  weU 
knows  and  swears. 

F.  RUSSELL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16.  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  O.  11.  Gadsden,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Joe 
Norton  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county,  known 
and  designated  as  poll  7,  at  Waukeenah ;  that  the  said  Joe  Norton  is  to  the  affiant  well 
known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  of  said  Stete,  he,  the  said 
Joe  Norton,  being  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  1857,  and  was  the  prop- 
erty of  James  Gadsden,  my  brother. 

O.  H.  GADSDEN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  O.  H.  Gadsden,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  elec- 
tion, one  Ed  Laurens  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  following  nlace  or  precinct  lb  said 
county,  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah  ;  that  the  said  Ed  Laurens  is 
to  this  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  that  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the 
State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Ed  Laurens,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as 
this  affiant  well  knows,  and  now  swears  he  was  born  October  6,  1857,  and  was  my  property 
till  his  emancipation.    I  have  a  record  of  his  birth,  made  at  the  time. 

O.  H.  GADSDEN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Stete  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  O.  H.  Gadsden,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  vth  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  elec- 
tion, one  Jacob  Pinkney  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  following  place  or  precinct  in 
said  county,  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah ;  that  the  said  Jacob 
Pinkney  is  to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  that  said  time,  a  qualifi'^d 
voter  in  the  Stete  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Jacob  Pinkney,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  bom  September  2,  1859,  and  was  my  property  till  his  emancipation.  I 
have  a  record  of  his  birth,  made  at  the  time. 

O.  H.  GADSDEN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  AlvinMay,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  ono 
Sam  Broxy,  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  nrecinct  in  said 
county,  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah ;  that  the  saia  Sam  Broxy  is 
to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  that  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State 
of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Sam  Broxy,  being  under  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well 
knows  and  now  swears;  that  he  was  bora  in  the  year  1861,  and  was  at  his  birth  and  till 
his  emancipation  the  property  of  this  affiant. 

ALVIN  MAY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notery  PubUc,  Stete  of  Florida. 
Sworn  before  me  this  November  28,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notery  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
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ALLEGED  ILLEGAL  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Coantj  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  Asa  May,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  oi  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Jay 
Gibson  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  aod 
designated  as  poll  No.  7,  at  Waukeenan  ;  that  the  t^aid  Jay  Gibson  is  to  the  affiant  well 
known  and  is  not  now  nor  was  he  at  that  time  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida, he. 
the  said  Jay  Gibson,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows  and 
now  swears. 

ASA  MAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  l8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Fioridai. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  Asa  May,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  7th  dav  of  November  last, 
that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Scott  Brown  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the 
polling-place  known  as  No.  7,  at  Waukeenah,  in  said  county ;  that  he  is  well  known  to 
nim,  and  that  he  is  not  now  and  was  not  then  a  qualified  voter  and  elector  of  said  county 
and  State,  he  being  under  the  age  of  twenty -one  years. 

ASA  MAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  IS,  lS7fi. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Floiida, 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  Asa  May,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  dav  of  the  late  election,  one  Dol- 
phin Anderson  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  following  place  or  precinct  in  said  county, 
known  and  designated  as  poll  7,  at  Waukeenah ;  that  the  said  Dolphin  Anderson  is  to  affi- 
ant well  known,  and  is  not  now  nor  was  he  at  said  time  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of 
Florida ;  he,  the  said  Dolphin  Anderson,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  that  he. 
Jay  Gibson,  and  Scott  Brown  are  younger  than  my  sou  Eliot,  who  is  not  of  age. 

ASA  MAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18,  A.  D.  1W6. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  sa : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Frank  Allen,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  is  of  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  and  for  about  thirty  years  has  been  a  resident  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  m  the  State  of  Florida :  that  the  allegation  made  that  his  (the  deponent's)  son, 
Arthur  Allen,  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  recent  general  election  held  the  7th  day 
of  November,  instant,  in  said  county,  was  not  of  the  age  of  twentv-one  years  on  said  day  of 
election,  is  false  and  untrue;  that  the  said  Arthur  having  been  bom  the  11th  day  of  Hay, 
1855,  and  was  on  the  day  of  said  general  election  a  duly-qualified  and  legal  voter  of  said 
county  of  Jefferson. 

FRANK  ALLEN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  THE   RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Waukeenah,  in  the  county 
of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  actto 
provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  ti, 
1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  t872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  fifly-three  ( 153)  votes ;  Marcellaa 
L.  Stearns  received  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  votes,  ( 148. ) 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  (153)  votes; 
David  Montgomery  received  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  (448)  votes. 
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For  Representative  in  Congfress,  R.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
(153)  votes;  AVm.  J.  Purman  received  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  (447)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Robt. Meacbam  received  four  hnndred'and  forty-seven  (447)  votes; 
S,  J.  TunibuU  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  (152)  votes. 

For  members  of  the  assembly,  W.  S.  Jones  received  one  hundred  and  fifty- three  ( 153)  votes ; 
8.  C.  Emery  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  (153)  votes ;  Arch  Lacy  received  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  ( 152)  votes ;  G.  W.  Witherspoon  received  four  hundred  and  forty-eijfht 
(448)  votes ;  W.  R.  Long  received  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  (447)  votes;  Green  B.  Till- 
man received  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  (447)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  fifty- three  ( 153)  votes ; 
John  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  (153)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  (153)  votes  ;  Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  (153)  votes  ;  F.  C.  Humphries  four  hundred  and  forty-eijrht  (448)  votes ;  C.  H.  Pearce 
received  four  hundred  and  forty-eijrht  (448)  votes;  W.  H.  Ho Iden  received  four  hundred 
and  forty-eight  (448)  votes  ;  T.  W.  Long  received  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  (448)  votes. 
Witness  our  hands,  at  Waukeenah  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  seveutv-six. 

W.  H.  ARENDELL, 

Inspector  ol  Election. 
J.  S.  BUTLER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOS.  RAINS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JAMES  BELL, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

ATTEMFr  TO   PIKCHASE   AFFIDAVITS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Peter  Thomas,  jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  of  tlie  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  or  thereabouts ;  that  for  the  last  twenty  six  or  seven  years  he  has  resided  in 
the  county  of  Jefi'erson,  in  the  State  of  Florida  ;  that  at  the  recent  general  election  held  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  187C,  he  was  a  duly  qualified  and  registered  voter  at  said  election  ; 
that  he  voted  at  precinct  known  as  Long's  Store,  No.  8,  and  that  be  voted  the  republican 
ticket ;  that  on  Sunday,  the  19th  day  of  November,  inst.,  one  R.  D.  Johnson,  a  duly 
qualified  democratic  voter  in  said  county,  sent  one  Heurts  Johnson,  an  employ 6  of  said 
K.  D.  Johnson,  to  him,  the  said  deponent,  requesting  him,  the  said  denoneut,  to  come  to 
see  him,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson ;  tnat,  according  to  said  request,  he,  the  said  deponent, 
with  James  Panil  aud  Toby  Cooper,  went  to  see  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson,  as  requested ; 
that  the  said  Panil  and  Cooper  mentioned  above  had  also  been  requested  to  go  to  see 
the  said  R.  D.  Johnson ;  that,  at  a  conference  held  between  said  R.  D.  Johnson,  this  de- 
ponent, said  Panil,  and  Cooper,  before  mentioned,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson  requested  this 
deponent,  with  said  Panil  ana  Cooper,  to  go  to  Monticello.the  county-seat  of  Jefferson  County, 
and  there  swear  before  some  juoicial  officer  that  the  deponent  and  said  Panil  and  Cooper 
had  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  Long's  Store,  precinct  No.  8,  when,  in  truth  and  in  fact, 
said  deponent  had  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson  then  proposed 
that  if  said  deponent  and  Panil  and  Cooper  would  so  swear,  he,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson, 
woold  sell  the  deponent  and  said  Panil  and  Cooper  bacon  at  ten  cents  per  pound  and  corn 
at  ^{iy  cents  per  bushel,  but  if  the  said  deponent  and  said  Panil  and  Cooper  did  not  so 
swear,  he,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson,  would  charge  them  twenty-five  cents  per  pound  for 
bacon,  and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel  tor  corn.  Deponent  further  says  that  said 
Panil  refused  to  go^  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and 
would  not  perjure  himself,  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  said  R.  D.  Johnson  then  said  to 
said  Panil,  *'  Get  out  of  my  yard,  you  son  of  a  bitch ;  "  that  he  did  not  want  any  damned 
radicals  in  his  yard ;  that  after  said  Panil  had  gone,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson  invited  this  de- 
ponent and  said  Cooper  to  take  a  glass  of  whisky,  which  they  did  ;  that  said  Panil  aud 
Cooper  refused  to  go  to  Monticello,  as  requested  by  said  R.  D.  Johnson,  but  that  this  de- 
ponent came  and  was  strongly  urged  by  said  R.  D.  Johnson  to  swear  that  he  voted  the 
democratic  ticket,  but  that  this  deponent  steadfastly  refused  to  do  so ;  that  said  R.  D. 
Johnson  accompanied  said  deponent  to  the  town  of  Monticello,  and  carried  him  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  democratic  executive  committee  for  the  county,  and,  to  the  best  of  this  de- 
ponent's belief,  sent  for  a  magistrate,  but  when  magistrate  came  this  deponent  left  said 
headquarters ;  that  said  deponent  resides  about  from  nine  to  ten  miles  northeast  of  Monti- 
cello. about  from  one -half  to  one  mile  from  the  Grooverville  road. 

PETER  THOMAS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL. 
County  Judge  aud  Ex-Officio  Justice  of  the  Peaoe. 
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A  DEMOCRATIC  VOTE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  George  Sneed,  who,  beinfi^  duly  aworn,  says  that  he  voted  the  dem!>cratic 
ticket  at  the  late  election  held  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1?^6,  a  copy  of 
which  ticket  is  hereto  attached,  at  poll  No.  8,  Long's  store,  in  said  county  ;  that  he  never 
tried  to  get  others  to  vote  said  ticket  before  said  election  or  at  the  election,  and  never  let  it 
be  known  that  he  was  going  to  vote  it,  because  he  was  afraid  that  the  republicans  would 
mob  him  ;  that  threats  of  that  sort  were  common  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lived. 

GEORGE  SNEED,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18,  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

REFORM  TICKET. 

For  President,  Samuel  J.  Tilden. 

For  Vice-President,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks. 

For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  James  E.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert 
B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock. 

For  governor  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange. 

For  representative  in  first  district,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden. 

For  senator  from  the  ninth  senatorial  district,  Samuel  J.  Tumbull. 

For  the  assembly  from  Jefferson  County,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archibald 
Lacy. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
said  county,  William  Hartsfield,  a  citizen  resident  of  said  c(»unty,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  the  fol- 
lowincr  persons,  to  him,  affiant,  well  known,  citizens  of  said  county,  to  wit,  William  Harts- 
field,  William  Sparks,  William  Reichert,  James  Brookins,  Thomas  Brookins,  Stephen  At- 
kinson, R.  D.  Jonnson,  James  Larks,  William  Haughton,  James  Holoke,  William  Howell, 
Osborne  Evans,  J.  E.  Johnson,  S.  J.  Tumbull,  and  D.  H.  Bryan,  voted  each  a  ballot  or  ticket 
for  the  regular  conservative-democratic  candidates.  State,  county,  and  national,  similar  to  the 
ballot  hereto  attached,  sixteen  ( 16)  ballots  in  all,  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said 
county  known  and  designated  as  Long's  store,  No.  — ,  and  that  he,  affiant;  saw  all  of  said 
ballots  deposited  in  the  oallot-boz. 

WILLIAM  HARTSFIELD,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  Novenwer,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  D.  H.  Bryan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  sayA  that  he  has  read  the  within  affi- 
davit, and  that,  in  addition  to  the  parties  named  therein,  he  knows  that  Winfieid  Andersoo, 
John  D.  Anderson,  James  H.  Sanders,  and  John  A.  Cuthburt,  and  Aldrige  Bellamy  voted  a 
similar  ballot  to  the  one  thereto  attached  at  the  poll  therein  mentioned  at  said  election. 

DANIEL  H.  BRYAN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  16,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  Slate  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personallv  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  a  notary  public  at  large  in  and  for 
said  State,  L.  T.  Brookins,  W.  Anderson,  J.  D.  Anderson,  Jas.  Sparlu,  William  Sparks,  W.  S. 
Reichert,  citizens  resident  of  said  county  and  State,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  on 
the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  election,  they  voted,  each  of  them,  • 
one  ballot  or  ticket  (of  which  the  printed  ballot  hereto  attached  is  a  true  copy)  for  the  regu- 
lar conservative-deiiiocratic  candidates,  national.  State,  and  county,  (in  all  ballots  or 
votes, )  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  Long's  store, 
poll  No.  8,  and  that  tne  said  ballots  were  duly  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  at  said  poll. 

L.  T.  BROOKINS,  his  x  mark. 
W.ANDERSON. 
J.  D.  ANDERSON,  his  x  mark. 
JAMES  SPARKS. 
WILLIAM  SPARKS. 
W.S.  REICHERT. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18,  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
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State  o   Florida,  Coonty  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  Stephen  Adkison,  who,  beine  sworn,  says  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket 
at  poll  No.  8,  at  Long*s  store,  in  said  county,  l^vember  7,  A.  D.  1876,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  attached,  and  that  he  believes  twenty -five  colored  men  voted  the  same  ticket  at  said 
poll,  besides  eiehleen  white  men. 

STEPHEN  ADKISON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  November  17,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  LEWIS, 
NoUry  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

CERTIFICATE  OF   THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

We,  the  mndersig^ned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Long's  store,  in  the 
county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
*'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,**  approved 
August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  nereby 
certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  nineteen  votes,  (19;)  Marcellus  L.  Steams  re- 
ceived four  hundred  and  ninety- three  votes,  (493.) 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  nineteen  (19)  votes  ;  David  Montgomery 
received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  ^William  J.  Purman  received  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  (493)  votes. 

For  Representatives  in  Confess,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  nineteen  ( 19)  voteit. 

For  State  senator,  Robert  Bieacham  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  (492)  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Samuel  J.  Turnbull  received  nineteen  (19)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  G.  W.  Witherspoon  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three 
(493)  votes;  W.  R.  Long  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes;  Green  B. 
Tillman  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes ;  Wallace  S.  Jones  received 
nineteen  (19)  votes;  S.  C.  Emery  received  nineteen  (19)  voles;  Archibald  Lacy  received 
nineteen  (19)  votes. 

Constable,  Saml.  Alexander  received  twenty-five  (25)  vote?. 

Scattering,  (3)  three  votes. 

State  senator,  J.  D.  Cole  received  one  (1)  vote. 

For  constables,  A.  B.  Hicks  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes :  Eli  Dil- 
worth  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes  ;  Albert  James  received  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  (493)  votes;  John  Lamb  received  four  hundred  and  ninety -three 
(493)  votes;  Richard  Newman  received  four  hundred  and  fifty -one  (451)  votes;  Henry 
Black  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes  ;  James  Smith  received  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  (493)  votes ;  Frank  Richardson  received  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  (493)  votes ;  Thomas  Greenwood  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes  ; 
John  W.  Hall  received  four  hundred  and  nioety-three  (493)  votes;  Aloiizo  Henry  received 
four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes;  Spencer  Rvdick  received  four  hundred  and 
ninety- three  (493)  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  nineteen  (19)  votes  ;  James  E.  Yonge 
received  nineteen  (19)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  nineteen  (19)  votes;  Robert  Bul- 
lock received  mneteen  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  four  hundred  and  ninely-three 
(493)  votes  ;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes  ;  W.  H.  Hol- 
den  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  (493)  votes ;  T.  W.  Long  received  four  hundred 
and  ninety-three  (493)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Loners  store,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

JAMES  C.  SMYTHE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  E.  JOHNSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
B.  C.  GIBBS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
DAVID  JEWITT, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
supervisor's  report. 

.  Precinct  No.  8,  Long's  Store,  Jefferson  County,  Florida, 

November  7,  1876. 
Sir  :  As  United  Stat<»s  supervisor  for  this  precinct,  No.  8,  Long's  store,  Jefferson  County, 
Florida,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  touching  the  late  election  at  that 
place: 
1.  Burton  Glbbs.one  of  the  inspectors  at  said  poll,  intimidated  and  threatened  one  Al- 
20  FLA* 
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dred  Bellamy,  a  colored  citizen,  when  he,  Bellamy,  offered  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  tell- 
ing him  (l^Uamy)  that  if  he  (Bellamy)  voted  that  ticket,  his  (BeUamy^a)  friends  woold 
alltorn  against  him.  Bellamy  replied  that  he  was  a  free  man  and  would  vote  as  he  pleased. 
Gibbs  then  told  him  that  he  (Bellamy)  must  not  come  into  his  (Gibbs')  house  if  he  (Bel^ 
lamy)  voted  that  ticket. 

2.  At  this  poll  also  one  Brandy  Bellamy  made  a  violent  speech  denunciatory  of  and  in- 
timidatinf;^  all  persons  who  proposed  to  vote  as  he  (Bellamy)  did  not  wish  them.  This  man 
Brandy  Bellamy  declared  that  Aldred  Bellamy,  the  voter  above  mentioned,  was  now  dis- 
carded by  his  (Aldred's)  friends,  because  he  (Aldred)  had  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  This 
violent  speech  and  these  threats  created  great  excitement  and  disorder  among  the  voten 
surrounding  the  poll,  intimidating  and  deterring  many  of  them  from  voting  as  they  pleased. 
I  saw  men  who  were  threatened  and  made  to  change  their  ballots  by  these  men,  Gibbs,  the 
inspector,  and  Brandy  Bellamy.  Others  united  in  this  intimidation.  Gibbs  was  the  in- 
spec;tor  who  received  the  ballots  as  they  were  offered  by  the  voters.  The  excitement  and 
violence  thus  existing  around  the  poll  created  a  terrorism  and  a  mob.  The  voting  was  ex- 
ceedinglv  disorderly  and  rapid.  All  the  occurrences  above  related  took  place^  aod  coa- 
tinued,  despite  my  protest  and  every  exertion  I  could  make  to  prevent  them. 

3.  In  the  canvass  of  the  vote  the  clerk's  list  and  poll-list  showed  514  names  as  checked 
and  voted  ;  only  504  ballots  were  found  in  the  ballot-box.  When  these  ballots  were  counted 
in  the  canvass  two  were  found  to  be  blanks,  and  two  others  were  found  to  have  been  voted 
by  the  same  person  (being  folded  together)  for  the  republican  candidates.  The  two  last- 
named  votes  or  ballots  were  counted.  I  protested,  but  one  of  the  inspectors,  James  C. 
Smvthe,  declared,  with  an  oath,  that  they  must  be  counted,  for  he  would  make  the  number 
of  ballots  correspond  with  the  names  on  the  clerk's  and  poll- lists. 

4.  As  supervisor  I  was  outrageously  obstructed  and  prevented  by  the  inspectors  from  car- 
rying out  my  instructions  and  discbarg'vng  my  duties.  I  demand^  a  clerk.  They  would 
not  allow  me.  I  insisted  that  the  challengers,  as  agreed  upon  by  both  political  parties  under 
written  agreement,  should  be  admitted  into  the  poll-room.  They  refused  this  also.  Against 
all  this  I  protested  as  unfair  and  illegal.  It  was  indeed  agreed  between  said  James  C. 
8mythe,  inspector,  and  myself,  that  he,  the  said  Smythe,  should  and  would  note  for  fatore 
reference  all  challenges  made.  Mr.  Smythe  says  he  did  make  and  keep  such  a  list  of  cbal- 
leugos,  and  that  he  hied  it  with  the  election-returns  from  this  poll.  I  searched  for  said  list 
in  the  clerk's  office,  where  the  returns  were  deposited,  but  it  was  not  to  be  found. 

I  am,  therefore,  unable  herewith  to  furnish  the  clearest  evidence  of  many  illegal  votes 
cast  at  this  precinct ;  am  constrained  to  believe  that  the  said  challenge-list  has  beeu  im- 
properly abstracted  from  the  returns  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  and  defeating  said 
testimony. 

In  conclusion  I  have  only  to  say  that,  with  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  I  protested 
against  the  returns  from  this  poll  as  unfair,  fraudulent,  and  illegal,  and  I  do  now  officially 
protest  that  the  same  was  and  is  a  fraud  upon  the  ballot-box  and  an  outrage  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  county  and  State. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  H.  BRYAN, 
United  States  Supervisor,  Long's  Store,  Precinct  No.  6,  Jefferson  County,  Fl*. 
Hon.  A.  R.  Meek, 

United  States  Commissioner  and  General  U.  S.  Supervisor  for  Florida. 

Before  the  undersigned  came  Daniel  H.  Bryan,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  he  has  read  the  foregoing  document,  and  that  the  same  is  a  true  and  correct  copy 
of  his  report  as  supervisor  at  the  precinct  therein  named,  sent  to  Hon.  A.  R.  Meek,  Uni- 
ted States  commissioner  and  general  supervisor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  that  the  mat- 
ters therein  stated  are  true. 

DANIEL  H.  BRYAN. 

Swovn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HALLY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
A   MARKED  TICKET  MISSED. 

State  of  Florida,.  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  can'.e  and  appeared  before  me  James  H.  Sanders,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  gays 
that  on  the  seventh  day  uf  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  at  the 
polling-place,  or  precinct,  in  said  county,  as  Long's  store,  (No.  8,)  he  voted  a  cont^erra- 
tive-democratic  ticket  marked  with  a  blue  pencil-mark,  and  that  when  the  ballots  or  votes 
were  counted  out  of  the  ballot-box  said  conservative-democratic  ticket,  so  marked,  could  not 
be  found ;  it  was  not  in  the  ballot-box. 

JAMES  H.  SAUNDERS. 

Sv\orn  to  and  subscribed  bef^^re  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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OBJECTION  TO  THE  COUNT. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Coanty: 

Personallj  came  and  appeared  before  me  Jaraes  H.  Saunders,  a  citizen  resident  of  said 
county,  who,  he'ing  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  that 
being  the  day  of  the  late  election  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and 
designated  as  Long's  store.  No.  8,  he  saw  the  ballots  counted  by  the  inspectors  during  the 
canvass  of  the  vote;  four  ballots  were  found,  two  each,  folded  together,  the  entire  four  appear* 
ing  to  be  only  two  ballots  or  votes,  each  appearing  to  have  been  voted  by  one  man.  That 
the  said  ballots  were  not  thrown  out  and  rejected,  but  counted  in  the  canvass  by  the 
inspectors  at  said  precinct  notwithstanding  the  protests  of  deponent  and  Daniel  H.  Bryan,  one 
of  the  United  States  supervisors  at  said  precinct,  and  the  number  of  ballots  being  six  less 
than  the  number  of  names  on  the  clerk's  list,  six  republican  ballots  were  added  and  counted 
by  the  inspectors. 

JAMES  H.  SAUNDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS. 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

INTIMIDATED  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  James  H.  Saunders,  a  citizen  resident  of  said 
county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November  last, 
that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election  at  the  polling-place,  or  precinct,  in  said  county  known 
and  designated  as  No.  8,  Long*s  store,  one  Samuel  Simmons  endeavored  to  vote,  but  was 
surrounded  by  a  mob  of  republicans  and  intimidated  and  driven  off,  and  ordered  by  them  not 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  he  came  back  afterwards  and  voted  the  republican  ticket,  as 
this  deponent  believes,  under  the  intimidation  of  said  mob,  who  at  the  time  surrounded 
him. 

JAMES  H.  SAUNDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  J7tb  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

DOUBLE    VOTING. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  James  Saunders,  a  citizen  resident  of  said  county, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the 
late  election  at  the  polling- place,  or  precinct,  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as 
Long's  store,  No.  8,  he  saw  two  colored  men,  names  to  him  unknown,  who  at  the  polling- 
place,  er  precinct,  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  Long's  store,  No.  8,  voted  twice 
apiece,  once  in  the  morning  and  once  in  the  evening,  during  said  election-day,  and  that  he,  de- 
ponent, believes,  indeed  feels  certain,  that  the  said  parties  voted  thus  with  the  full  knowledge 
of  one  B.  C.  Gibbs.  one  of  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct. 

JAMES  H.  SAUNDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

THE  ELECTION  AT  LONG'S  STORE. 

State  op  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss :       , 

James  C.  Sroythe,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  forty  years  of  age,  and  a 
resident  of  the  county  and  State,  and  has  been  for  the  last  eighteen  years;  that  at  the  re- 
cent general  election  held  in  the  said  county  of  Jefferson  the  7th  day  of  November  instant, 
he  was  duly  appointed  and  acted  as  inspector  at  said  general  election  held  at  Long*8  store, 
precinct  No.  8 ;  that  the  polls  were  opened  and  closed  as  required  by  law  ;  that  the  ballot- 
box  was  opened  and  exposed  to  public  view,  in  accordance  with  law,  then  locked. 

That  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.  he,  the  said  deponent,  gave  said  key  to  Burton  C.  Gibbs,  the 
other  republican  inspector  at  said  precinct. 

That  he  was  compelled  to  absent  himself  from  said  room  for  a  few  moments  about  3  o'clock 
p.  ra.,  and  on  return  to  said  room  saw  the  said  Gibbs,  with  the  key  inserted  in  the  lock  of 
said  ballot-lK)x,  in  the  act  of  unlocking  the  same,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Daniel  H. 
Bryant,  democratic  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct,  and  James  E.  Johnson,  demo- 
cratic inspector  at  said  precinct,  they  in.sisting  that  the  ballots  could  be  counted  partially 
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before  closing:  said  polls ;  that  the  deponent  peremptorily  refused  to  have  said  ballot-box 
opened  before  closinjr  of  the  polls,  it  being  a  violation  of  law. 

That  in  order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  said  attempt  to  open  said  ballot-box.  as  afbreeud, 
the  deponent  took  possession  of  said  key  and  retained  possession  thereof  until  the  close  of 
said  poll.  The  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  the  said  Daniel  H.  Bryant,  demo- 
cratic United  8tates  supervisor  at  said  precinct,  stood  in  the  room,  when  said  election 
MtM  held,  next  to  the  ballot-box,  close  by  the  window,  and  acted  as  democratic  ohallenger, 
and  challenged  a  number  of  republican  voters,  who  were  duly  sworn  by  the  deponent  in,  in 
accordance  with  law,  the  particular  oath  administered  in  each  instance  being  the  one  sug- 
gested hj^  said  Bryant,  and  was  read  from  the  printed  instructions  furnished  to  inspectors  of 
said  election  by  the  secretary  of  state.  That  the  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  im- 
mediately after  closing  the  poll  at  said  precinct,  as  required  by  law,  the  canvass  of  the 
vote  was  made  publicly,  in  full  view,  in  front  of  the  window  where  the  ballots  were  re- 
ceived, a  larg^  number  of  persons  remaining  in  front  of  said  window  viewing  said  canvass ; 
that  on  commencing  said  canvass,  Samuel  J.  Tnmbull,  democratic  candidate  for  State  sen- 
ator, insisted  upon  being  in  the  room  where  said  canvass  was  being  made ;  that  the  depo- 
nent refused  to  allow  said  Turnbull  to  be  present  in  said  room.  That  the  deponent  farther  de- 
poses andsa^s  that  there  was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  whatever  at  said  precinct  on  said 
day  of  election ;  that  there  were  no  females,  dressed  in  male  attire,  as  alleged,  voted,  or  at- 
tempted to  vote,  at  said  precinct;  that  just  previous  to  closing  the  polls  at  said  preeinet, 
James  H.  Sanders  was  admitted  as  a  clerk  for  the  said  Daniel  H.  Bryant,  Unit^  States 
supervisor,  at  his  the  said  Bryant^s  earnest  request  and  by  and  with  the  consent  of  all  the 
election-officers  at  said  precinct,  he,  the  said  Bryant,  alleging  that  he  could  not  see  and  was 
sick. 

JAMES  C.  SMYTHE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge  and  ex-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ELKCTION  AT  LONG'S  STORE. 

State  of  Horida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me,  C,  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  of  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  came  B. 
C.  Gibbs  and  J.  C.  Smythe,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  are  residents  of  Jefferson 
County,  State  aforesaid,  and  are  legal  and  registered  voters  of  said  county.  The  said  B.  C. 
Gibbs  says  that  he  is  over  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  was  born  and  raised  in  the  said 
county  of  Jefferson,  in  said  State.  The  said  J.  C.  Smythe  says  that  he  has  resided  in  the 
said  county  of  Jefferson,  in  said  State,  over  seventeen  years  ;  that  his  age  is  over  thirty-nioe 
years,  and  that  he  is  a  legal  and  registered  voter  of  said  county  of  Jefferson  in  said  State. 
And  the  said  B.  C.  Gibbs  and  the  said  J.C.  Smythe  do  severally  swear  that  each  of  tbem 
were  duly  appointed  inspectors  of  the  election  held  at  Long's  store,  in  the  said  county  of 
Jefferson  and  State  of  Florida,  aud  that  each  of  them  were  sworn  in  according  to  law,  and 
acted  as  such  inspectors  of  election,  at  the  said  precinct,  held  at  Long's  store,  in  the  said 
county  of  Jefferson,  at  the  said  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  and 
that  the  count  of  the  vote  at  said  precinct  was  fairly  and  honestly  made,  and  that  each  oi 
them  emphatically  deny  that  six  republican  ballots  were  added  at  the  canvass  to  correspond 
with  the  number  of  names  on  the  clerk's  list. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  number  of  votes  counted  at  said  precinct  were  two  less 
than  the  clerk's  list,  which  occurred  as  follows  :  On  one  paper  found  in  the  ballot-box  was 
printed  *'  O.  N.  T.,Clark'8  thread,  I.  Massy,  &c"  The  other  was  a  receipt  from  J.  D.  Tanner 
&  Co.,  for  cotton ;  these  papers  were  not  counted. 

That  said  electioh  was  peacefully  and  quietly  conducted  at  said  precinct,  and  was  con- 
ducted and  the  ballots  counted,  and  the  returns  were  made  strictly  in  accordance  to  the 
statutes  of  the  State. 

B.  C.  GIBBS. 
JAMES  C.  SMYTHE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1*376. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

ILLEGAL  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  James  J.  Wiggins  and  Robert  Dickinson,  both  citizens  of 
Madison  County  aud  State  of  Florida,  each  of  whom,  being  duly  and  severally  sworn,  says, 
each  for  himself,  that  they  and  each  of  them  are  personally  acquainted  with  one  John 
Hodges,  and  known  him  to  have  been  a  citizen  of  Madison  County,  Florida,  for  the  year 
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1876  up  to  about  one  month  prior  to  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876 ;  that  they  and  each  of  them  live  onlj  about  one  mile  from  where  said  Hodge  did  live 
up  to  the  date  above  mentioned,  and  know  that  he  (Hodfife)  made  a  crop  in  Madison 
County,  lived,  ate,  drank,  and  had  his  washing,  mending  of  clothes,  &c.,  done  in  Madi- 
son County ;  and  furthermore,  that  they  and  each  of  them  have  heard  said  Hodge  claim 
Madison  County  as  his  home,  and  have  never  heard  him  express  himself  to  the  contrary  up 
to  date  above  mentioned. 

JAMES  WIGGINS,  his  x  mark. 

ROBERT  DICKINSON,  bis  x  nark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

WILLIAM  BEASLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

OF   LAWFUL  AGE. 

€t«te  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notarv  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Nero  Brown,  who 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  no  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  the  county  of  Jef- 
ferson and  State  aforesaid :  that  he  is  46  years  old ;  that  he  is  a  married  man  and  has  a  son 
whose  name  is  Scott;  that  his  son  Scott  was  born  in  the  month  of  March,  1855,  and  is  now 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  the  said  son  Scott  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in 
said  county,  at  precinct  No.  7. 

NERO  BROWN,  his  x  mark 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  "State  at  Lage. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  George  B>)X6y, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  Uie  county  of 
Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid.  That  he  has  a  brother  whose  name  is  Sam  B6xfiy ;  that  Sam 
was  bom  on  the  4th  of  February,  1854,  tuid  is  now  twenty-two  years  old ;  that  said  Sam  is 
«  duly- qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876,  at  precinct  No.  7,  Waukeena. 

GEORGE  BOXEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1874. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Moses  Williams,  who,  beiuff  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  Jefferson  County,  and  State 
foresaid.  That  he  was  bom  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1855,  as  appears  in  the  record  kept 
in  the  Bible  of  the  children  of  Mary  Ann  Williams  ;  that  he  is  now  twenty-one  years  old, 
and  voted  at  precinct  No.  8,  Long's  store,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county. 

MOSES  WILLIAMS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subseribod  before  me  this  4  th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  camo  B.  C. 
"Gibbs  and  J.  C.  Smythe,  who,  being  auly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  tney  reside  in  Jefferson 
County,  Florida,  and  are  registered  and  legal  voters  of  said  county,  and  that  they  were  at 
Long's  store  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  they  say  of  their  own  personal  knowL- 
•edge  that  Sam  Simmons  was  not  intimidated  at  the  election  held  on  said  day  at  said  place, 
but  that  he  voted  freely  and  voluntarily,  as  he  pleased  to  vote,  and  for  such  persons  as  he 
pleased  to  vote  tor. 

B.  C.  GIBBS. 

JAS.  C.  SINGLETON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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IKTIBODATED. 

State  of  Florida,  Conntj  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personallr  appeared  before  me  Fred  Ellis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  andssjs 
that  he  is  of  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  that  he  has  alwajrs  lived  in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  and 
State  of  Florida ;  that  for  the  past  year  he  has  resided  on  the  plantation  known  as  the 
Widow  P.  Bird's  plantation ;  tnat  at  the  recent  general  election,  held  in  said  county  the 
7th  day  of  Noyember  instant,  he,  the  deponent,  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  school- 
house  precinct  No.  4  in  said  county :  the  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  he  voted 
said  democratic  ticket  at  the  said  general  election,  because  one  Lynton  Bird,  a  son  oi 
the  sai  i  Widow  Bird,  told  him  that  if  he,  the  deponent,  did  not  vote  the  said  democratic 
ticket,  that  he,  the  said  Lynton  Bird,  would  take  everything  from  him,  that  he,  the  depo- 
nent had,  and  see  that  he,  the  deponent,  perished ;  that  on  account  of  said  threat,  made  oj 
the  said  Lynton  Bird,  he,  the  deponent,  was  deterred  from  voting  the  republican  ticket  tt 
the  said  general  election,  as  he  wished  and  intended  to  do;  that  be,  the  said  deponent,  hsd 
always  voted  the  republican  ticket  prior  to  said  general  election,  had  it  not  been  for  sud 
threat  made  by  the  said  Lynton  Bird. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 

PROPERLY  REGISTERED. 


FRED  ELLIS,  his  x  mark. 


JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge. 


State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss : 

On  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Thomas  W. 
Osborn,  a  notary  public  at  large  of  the  State  of  Florida,  William  Beasley,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  a  duly-quali6ed 
elector  in  said  State  ;  that  he  resides  at  Beasley  *s  precinct,  in  Jefferson  County  of  said  State ; 
that  he  was  clerk  of  the  election  or  of  the  poll  at  said  Beasely's  precinct  in  said  county  at 
the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  one  William  Payne, 
a  citizen  of  said  Jefferson  County,  did  vote  at  said  precinct  on  said  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876 ;  that  said  William  Payne  was  properly  and  lawfully  registered  as  a  qualified 
elector  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  Octol)er,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  said  William  Payne 
was  registered  on  said  day  by  this  affiant,  who  was  at  that  time  lawfully  authorized,  as  a 
deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Jefferson  County,  to  register  voters  in  said  county;  and 
that  this  affiant  took  the  oath  of  office  as  such  deputy  clerk  as  required  by  law  *,  and,  rartiter- 
more,  that  of  my  own  certain  knowledge  the  said  William  Payne  then  was,  and  now  ii^  a 
citizen  and  resident  of  said  Jefferson  County,  and  has  been  such  for  at  least  three  years. 

WM.  BEASLEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[L  8.]  T.  W.  OSBORN, 

Notary  Public 

NOT  ONE  TNKIND  WORD. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Henry  Riser,  who,  being  duly  sworn«  deposes  and  sajs 
he  is  of  the  age  of  about  fifty  years  ;  that  he  has  resided  nine  years  at  Wiliiamsburgb,  Jef- 
ferson County,  Florida ;  that  at  every  election  held  in  said  county  of  Jefferson  since  be,  the 
deponent,  has  had  the  right  to  vote  he  has  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  that  he  has  never 
been  threatened  in  any  way  by  any  republican  for  voting  said  democratic  ticket ;  that  at  the 
recent  general  election  held  in  said  county  the  7th  day  of  November  instant  he  voted  the 
democratic  ticket ;  that  not  a  harsh  or  unkind  word  or  act  was  said  or  done  to  him  on  ac- 
count of  bis  voting ;  that  he  has  always  been  treated  with  kindness  by  every  republican, 
both  white  and  colored,  in  the  said  county. 

HENRY  RISER 

2S  BELL. 
County  Jadge. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.l  JAMES  BELL 


A    FAIR  COUNT. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Joseph  Dallas,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years ;  that  he  has  always  resided  in  the  town  of  Monticello,  Jefferson  County,  Florida ; 
that  at  the  recent  general  election  held  on  the  7th  November  instant  he  was  a  duly-qualified 
and  registered  voter  at  said  election ;  that  he  voted  precinct  No.  1,  clerk*8  office;  that  after 
the  closing  of  the  polls  this  deponent  stood  at  the  window  of  the  voting-room  and  saw  the 
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ballots  taken  oat  of  the  ballot-box  and  publicly  caDTassed ;  that  the  ballots  were  counted 
bj  M.  J.  Taylor,  and  then  handed  to  D.  L.  Oakley^  another  of  the  inspectors,  who  recounted 
and  handed  back  to  said  M.  J.  Taylor ;  that  said  canvass  was  closely  watched  by  William 
Scott,  esq.,  the  democratic  United  States  supervisor  present,  as  well  as  the  republican  super- 
visor, Anthony  Mills ;  that  there  were  present  a  ereat  number  of  persons  besides  this  depo- 
nent, and,  as  this  deponent  verily  believes,  saw  the  whole  canvass. 

JOSE  DALLAS,  his  +  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judgfe. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Alexander  Rains,  bein(]f  dulv  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  has  heard  the  readinjj^  of  the 
foregoinflf  affidavit,  and  that  the  same  is  true. 

ALEXANDER  RAINS,  his  +  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

EXCLUDED  FROM  THE  POLLS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefforson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  fur  said  county  and  Stata 
aforesaid,  Dennis  Heath,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  about  twenty- 
eigfht  years  of  age,  and  for  the  past  twenty  yearn  has  resided  in  said  county  ;  that  at  the  re- 
cent general  election,  held  on  7th  day  of  November  instant,  he  was  duly  appointed  and 
acted  as  a  deputy  United  States  marshal  at  Long*8  store,  precinct  No.  d,  on  said  day  of 
election. 

The  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  on  opening  the  polls  at  said  precinct  on  day 
of  election  aforesaid,  William  Hartsfield,  democratic  United  States  marshal  at  said  precinct, 
and  one  James  Sanders,,  insisted  on  remaining  in  the  room  where  said  election  was  held ; 
that  at  the  request  of  James  C.  Smythe,  one  of  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct,  the  deponent 
compelled  the  said  William  Hartsfield  and  the  said  James  Sanders  to  leave  said  room ;  that 
during  the  day  of  said  election  there  was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  at  said  precinct ;  that 
everything  passed  off  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner. 

DENNIS  HEATH,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  Burton  W.  Bellamy,  a  citizen,  resident  of  said 
county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being 
the  day  of  the  late  election,  at  the  polling  place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and  de- 
signated as  Long's  store.  No.  8,  one  Jake  Middleton,  who  is  a  non-resident  and  not  entitled 
or  qualified  to  vote,  offered  to,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  did  actuMly  vote. 

BURTON  W.  BELLAMY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
Witnesses : 

B.  W.  Bkllamy. 

S.  J.  TURNBCLL. 

ALLEGED  ILLEGAL  VOTING. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  the  undersigned  came  S.  J.  TumbuU,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
Bethel  Bellamy ,  Tilman  Francis,  Armstead  Madre,  and  Elbert  Simpo  voted  at  poll  No.  8,  at 
Long*s  store,  at  the  election  held  in  said  county  and  State  November  7,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that 
they  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  they  were  not  at  that  time,  and  they  are  not  now, 
twentv-one  years  of  ago ;  that  each  and  every  of  them  is  under  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  and 
that  they  bad  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  were  disqualified  to  vote  at  said  election. 

S.  J.  TURNBULL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  15,  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMERY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Bute  of  Florida,  Coantj  of  Jefferson : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  James  H.  8ander8,  a  citizen  of  said  conntj, 
who,bein(^  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  Norember  last,  that  beinjf  the  day  of 
the  late  election,  at  the  pollings-place  or  precinct  in  said  coanty  known  and  designated  as 
Long*s  store,  No.  8,  one  Morris  Williams,  by  his  own  (Williams*s)  admission  only  ei{rhteen 
years  of  age  last  August,  offered  his  vote,  which  was  received  unchallenged,  and  that  he 
voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  that  the  said  Williams  was  not  sworn. 

JAMES  H.  SANDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
Witnesses : 

J.  H.  Sanders. 
Martin  Williams. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  James  H.  Sanders,  a  citizen,  resident  of  said 
county  and  State,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  one  Thomas  Adams,  to  deponent  well 
known,  moved  from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  this  county  about  four  weeks  ago :  that  on  the 
7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  dav  of  the  late  election,  at  the  polling-place  or 
precinct  in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  Long*s  store,  No.  6,  he,  the  said  Adams, 
offered  his  vote,  which  was  accepted ;  that  he,  the  deponent  Sanders,  challenged  the  said 
vote,  which  was  disregarded,  and  the  said  Adams  voted  without  being  sworn;  and  that  he, 
the  said  Sanders,  is  satisfied  the  said  Adams  voted  the  republican  ticket 

JAMES  H.  SANDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS. 
Notary  Public-,  State  of  Florida. 
Witnesses : 

J.  H.  Sanders. 
O.  F.  Bacon. 
A.  J.  Hamilton. 
Humphreys  Snead. 

OF  lawful  age. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Loon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  theStato  of  Florida,  Gloster  Redmond, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  Jefferson 
County,  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  is  —  years  old  ;  that  he  is  a  married  man  and  has  a  eon 
whose  name  is  Richard  Redmond ;  that  his  said  son  was  bom  in  December,  A.  D.  1854,  and  is 
now  *^  years  old  ;  that  said  son  Richard  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson, 
and  has  resided  there  for  a  period  of  18  years  next  preceding  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876 ;  and  that  said  son  Richard  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  county, 
at  precinct  No.  9,  Ulmor^s. 

GLOSTER  REDMOND,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS,  [l.  s.] 
Notary  Public  for  Flprida. 

alleged  illegal  voters. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whitfield,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  from  an  examination 
of  the  clerk^s  and  check  lists  made  and  used  at  nine  of  the  polls  in  Jefferson  County,  Florida, 
and  of  lists  of  voters  at  each  of  said  polls,  he  finds  that  sixty-five  persons  voted  at  said  elec- 
tion who  were  not  on  the  registration  list  of  said  county,  and  who,  he  believes,  after  an  ex- 
amination of  said  list,  had  never  registered  according  to  law.  That  all  of  said  persons  were 
republicans  and  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  said  election  at  said  polls  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  end  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1,  IR76. 

D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  Coanty : 

Before  me  came  J.  B.  Sanders,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  Richard  Redmond,  who  voted 
the  republican  ticket  at  Ullmer's,  (poll  9,)  at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876,  in  said 
oonnty,is  a  minor,  and  had  no  right  to  vote  at  said  election.  Richard  Redmond  was  born 
December  12, 1857;  was  the  property  of  the  mother  ot  this  affiant  till  his  emancipation;  that  this 
affiant  made  a  record  at  the  time  of  his  birth  and  now  has  it  in  his  possession. 

J.  R.  SANDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  28, 1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  W.  W.  Abbott,  ^rho,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  (7th)  seventh  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  one  Stephen  Adams  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in 
said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  9,  at  Ullmer's ;  that  the  said  Stephen  Adams 
is  to  affiant  well  known,  ana  is  not  now,  nor  wa^  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the 
State  of  Florida,  because  he  had  not  resided  in  said  county  and  State  for  one  year. 

W.  W.  ABBOTT. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  W.  W.  Abbott,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election, 
one  Eljah  Alston  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  county 
known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  9,  at  UUmefs  ;  that  the  said  Elijah  Alston  is  to  affiant 
well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said  time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
because  he  was  not,  and  is  not  now,  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

W.  W.  ABBOTT. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  G.  W.  Patterson,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  beine  the  day  of  the  late  gen- 
eral election,  one  Mike  Simpson,  or  Mike  Jordan,  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling- 
place  or  precinct  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  9,  at  Ullmer's;  that  the  said  Mike 
Simpson,  or  Mike  Jordan,  is  to  the  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now,  nor  was  he  at  said 
time,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  Mike,  being  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

G.  W.  PATTERSON. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Before  me  came  F.  Russell,  to  me  known,  who,  beintr  duly  sworn,  says  that  Barney 
Simms  and  Spencer  Reddick,  who  voted  at  poll  No.  9,  at  Ullmer's,  in  said  county  and  State, 
at  the  election  held  in  said  county  and  State  November  7,  1876,  are  both  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  are  not  qualified  electors  of  said  county  and  State,  and  that  they  had 
no  right  to  vote  at  said  election. 

F.  RUSSELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  O.  H.  Gadsden,  who,  being  sworn, 
says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one 
Prince  Gethers  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  known  and  desig- 
nated as  poll  No.  9,  at  Ullmer's ;  that  the  said  Prince  Gethers  is  to  the  affiant  well  known 
and  is  not  now  nor  was  he  at  that  time  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said 
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Prince  Gethers,  beiofr  under  the  af^e  of  twentj-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows,  and 
now  swears,  and  that  he  is  the  same  person  as  J.  Priestly  Gethers. 

O.  H.  GADSDEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  IGth  day  of  November,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersifi^ned  Thos.  W.  Sturgis,  who,  beine  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late 
election,  one  Marcus  Taylor  voted  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  in  said  county  known  and 
designated  at  poll  No.  9,  at  Ullmer's ;  that  the  said  Marcus  Taylor  is  to  afliant  well  known, 
and  is  not  now  nor  was  heat  that  time  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said 
Marcus  Taylor,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows 
and  now  swears. 

T.  W.  STURGES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  November,  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned  Mrs.  I.  K.  Edwards,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  dav  of  November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  Isite 
election,  one  Wm.  Williams  voted  the  republican  ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct 
in  said  county  known  and  designated  as  poll  No.  9,  at  Ulmer*s ;  that  the  said  William  Wil- 
liams is  to  affiant  well  known,  and  is  not  now  and  was  not  at  the  time  of  said  election  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  State  of  Florida,  he,  the  said  William  Williams,  being  under  the  ag« 
of  twenty-one  years,  as  this  affiant  well  knows  and  now  swears. 

ISA  K.  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  17,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peaca. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Before  me  came  Jno.  W.  Freeman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of 
November  last,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  election,  one  Wattie  Green  voted  the  republi- 
can ticket  at  the  polling-place  or  precinct  known  as  poll  No.  9,  at  (Timer's,  in  said  county  ; 
that  he  is  well  known  to  affiant,  and  that  he  is  not  now  and  was  not  then  a  qualified  voter 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  because  the  said  Wattie  Green  was  then  and  is  now  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  that  the  said  Wattie  was,  on  or  about  the  lOth  day  of  Septeml^r 
of  the  present  year,  excused  from  road  duty  on  the  plea  that  he  was  under  the  age  ot 
eighteen  years,  as  represented  to  this  affiant  by  one  Wm.  Kennedy,  to  whom  the  said  Green 
is  apprenticed  during  his  minority. 

J.  W.  FREEMAN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  17,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


List  of  persons  tcho  voted  the  ticket  hereto  attached  at  poU  So,  9,  ai  lJUmtr*s,  in  Jejferswn 
County^  Florida^  sworn  to  by  Wm,  W,  Gelxtr, 


1  Jos.  Bishop 

2  J.  W.  Edwards 

3  W.  W.  Gelzer 

4  Alfred  Henderson 

5  F.  C.  Henry 

6  D.  G.  Horn 

7  J.  T.  Horn 

8  D.  E.  Horn 

9 Johnston 

10  W.  S.  Jones 

11  J.S.Lee 

12  W.  O.  Lee 

13  James  Lewis 

14  J.  P.  Lewis 

15  W.F.Lloyd 

16  Allen  Mills 

17  B.  A.  Morris 

18  Fen  ton  Newmans 


19  J.  A.  Page 

20  G.  W.  Patterson 

21  T.  A.Reese 

22  J.  J.  Ritter. 

23  J.  E.  Ritter 

24  R.  H.  Stanford 

25  T.  W.  Stinger 

26  F.  B.  Taylor 

27  J.  W.  Thompson 

28  John  Ulmer 

29  B.  H.  Ward,  sr. 

30  B.  H.  Ward 

31  E.  A.  Willis 

32  John  Windom 

33  A.  Winch 

34  J.  E.  Winch 

35  Geo.  Wood 

36  Arthur  Williams 


37  Jas.  Baugh 

38  T.  J.  Baugh 

39  W.  O.  Bishop 

40  W.  W.Abbott 

41  A.  Whilldon 

42  W.J.Blake 

43  R.  N.  Griffin 

44  Jas.  P.  Adams 

45  J.  L.  Edwards 

46  C.  A.  Ferryman 

47  Henry  Thompson 
AH  Isaac  Fenix 

49  Edward  Ward 

50  Henry  Bolen 

51  H.  G.  Bond 

52  W.  A.  Willis 

53  B.  Ward 

54  S.  D.  Bleachington 
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REFORM  TICKET. 

For  President — Samnel  J.  Tilden. 

For  Yice'Presiilent — Thomas  A.  Hendricks. 

For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President— James  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Robert  E 
Hilton,  Robert  Bullock. 

For  ffovernor  of  Florida— George  F.  Drew,  of  Madison. 

For  lieutenaDt-governor — ^Noble  A.  Hull,  of  Orange. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  1st  district — RoWt  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Gadsden. 

For  senator  from  the  9th  senatorial  district — Samuel  J.  TurnbuU. 

For  the  assemblj,  from  Jefferson  Countj — Wallace  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery,  Archibald 
Lacy. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  John  Parker,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  be  voted  a 
ticket  exactly  like  the  one  [democratic]  hereto  attached,  at  poll  9,  at  Ulmer's,  in  said  county, 
at  the  election  held  November  7,  lti7G. 

JOHN  PARKER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  W.  W.  Gelzer,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  persons  whose  names 
are  upon  the  list  hereto  attached  voted  the  democratic  ticket  in  said  county  at  poll  No.  9,  at 
Ulmer's,  on  the  7th  day  ofNovember,  A.  D.  1876,  and  is  informed  that  Jim  Hamilton,  John 
Parker  also  voted  the  same  ticket,  at  the  same  election,  at  the  same  poll ;  and  that  he,  the 
a£5ant,  was  and  acted  as  United  States  supervisor  at  said  poll  at  said  election. 

W.  W.  GELZER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18, 1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  W.  S.  Jones,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  read  the  foregoing 
list  and  affidavit,  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  said  list  as  voting  the 
democratic  ticket  at  said  poll  at  said  election,  ne  knows  that  Robert  Evens,  Demper  Russ, 
Madison  Ames,  jr.,  John  rride,  Frank  Davis,  Jerry  Conliu,  Joe  Thompson,  Lewis  Williams, 
Robt.  Habersham,  Jackson  Bemier,  and  Tom  Elliott  voted  the  same  ticket  at  the  said  poll  at 
said  election,  t.  e.,  that  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

WALLACE  S.  JONES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  20, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Ulmer*s,  in  the  county 
of  Jefferson,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,* 'approved  August 
6,  1866,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes,  Marcellus  L.  Steams  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  sixty -seven. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  sixty- two  (62)  votes,  David  A.  Mont- 
gomery received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Robt.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes, 
William  J.  Purman  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Samuel  J.  TurnbuU  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes,  Robert  Meacham 
received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Wallace  S.  Jones  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes.  Dr.  S.  C. 
Emery  received  sixty -two  votes,  Archibald  Lacy  received  sixty-two  votes,  G.  W.  With- 
erspoon  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes.  Green  B.  Tillman  received  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  votes,  W.  R.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes. 

For  constables,  A.  B.  Hicks  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Eli  Dilworth 
received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Albert  James  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  votes,  John  Lamb  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Richard  Newman 
received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Henry  Black  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
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seren  rotes,  James  Smith  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Frank  Richardson 
received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Thomas  Qreenwood  received  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  votes,  John  W.  Hall  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Alooso 
Henry  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  Spencer  Redich  received  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  sixty-two  (63)  votes,  James  E.  Yon^ 
received  sixty-two  (62)  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  sixty  two  (62)  votes,  Robeit 
Bullock  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes,  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  votes,  C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  W.  H.  Hoi- 
den  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes,  T.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  UllmerV,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  November,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

JOHN  ULLMER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Inspector  of  Election. 


Inspector  of  Election. 


Clerk  of  Election. 

I,  William  W.  Gelzer,  supervisor  of  election  at  poll  herein  named,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  within  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  official  returns  as  made  out  at  said  precinct  by 
the  inspectors,  one  of  said  returns  being  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Jefferson 
county,  and  one  being  sent  to  the  judge  of  probate  in  and  for  said  county,  both  of  which  said 
returns  contained  the  names  of  candidates  to  be  voted  for,  and  thenumber  of  votes  polled  at 
said  precinct  for  each  candidate  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  W.  GELZER. 

SHOT  FOR  VOTING  THE  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  county  judge  and  ex-officio  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  Lewis  Gardner,  and  he,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  sayS  that  that  at  several  times 
prior  to  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  the  i;epublicans  in  and  around 
Waukeenah  were  threatened  by  democrats  with  great  bodily  barm  or  death  if  they  persisted 
in  their  political  opinions.  Deponent  says  that  he  was  repeatedly  threatened,  and  particularly 
by  one  Frank  Russell ;  that  he  persisted  in  voting  the  republican  ticket,  and,  as  he  verily 
believes,  was  the  cause  of  him  oeing  seriously  shot  on  the  day  subsequent  to  the  election, 
by  said  Russell.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  has  never  had  any  personal  or  business  mat- 
ters with  any  one  in  said  neighborbo<>d  or  anywhere  else,  the  consequence  of  which  woald 
lead  to  such  a  result. 

LEWIS  GARDNER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribe  1  bofore  mo  this  29Lh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1376. 

JAMES  BELL,     ' 
County  Judg^,  and  ex>officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

LIBERAL  OFFER  FOR  AFFIDAVITS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County,,  ss : 

James  Payne,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  about  ttventy-two  years  of  age ;  has 
resided  in  said  county  and  State  for  the  last  twelve  years ;  that  at  the  recent  gener^  elec- 
tion held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  instant,  deponent  was  a  duly  qualified 
and  registered  voter  at  said  election  ;  that  he  voted  at  precinct  known  as  Long*8  store.  No. 
8,  and  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket;  that  on  Sunday,  November  19th  instant,  one  B. 
D.  Johnson,  a  duly  qualified  and  registered  democratic  voter  in  said  county,  sent  one  Hun- 
ter Johnson,  an  employ^  of  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson,  to  him,  the  said  deponent,  requesting 
him,  the  said  deponent,  to  come  to  see  him,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson ;  that  said  deponent, 
with  Peter  Thomas,  jr.,  and  Tobey  Cooper,  who  had  also  been  invited,  went  to  see  said  B. 
D.  Johnson,  as  requested  ;  that  at  a  conference  held  between  said  R.  D.  Johnson,  this  depo- 
nent, Peter  Thomas,  jr.,  and  Tobey  Cooper,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson  requested  this  deponent, 
with  said  Thomas  and  Cooper,  to  go  to  Monticello,  the  county-seat  of  Jefferson  County,  and 
there  swear,  before  some  notary  public,  or  other  judicial  officer,  that  this  deponent,  said 
Peter  Johnson,  jr.,  and  Tobey  Cooper  had  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  when  in  truth  and 
in  fact  the  said  deponent  had  voted  the  republican  ticket ;  that  said  R.  D.  Johnson  then 
proposed  if  the  deponent  would  swear  that  he  had  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  Uiat  b^  ^ 
saia  R.  D.  Johnson,  would  sell  deponent  bacon  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  com  at  fi^ 
cents  per  bushel ;  but  if  the  deponent  did  not  so  swear,  that  he,  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson, 
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woald  charge  deponent  and  aU  others  twentj-five  cents  per  pound  for  bacon,  and  $1.50  per 
bushel  for  com ;  that  deponent  refused  so  to  do,  and  was  peremptorily  driven  with  an  oath 
from  &e  premises  of  the  said  R.  D.  Johnson  ;  that  deponent  resides  about  from  nine  to  ten 
miles  northeast  of  Monticello,  about  one-half  of  one  mile  right  of  the  GroYerville  road,  on 
the  plantation  of  one  R.  D.  Johnson. 

JAMES  PAYNE,  bis  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge  and  ex-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

OF  LAWFUL  AGE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Pickens  Tillman, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-analified  elector  of  Jefferson 
County,  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  is  twenty-eieht  years  old,  ana  that  he  is  well  and  person- 
ally acquainted  with  one  Prince  Gathers  of  said  county  of  Jefferson ;  that  said  Prince  Geth- 
ers  is  over  Uiirty  years  old ;  that  deponent  has  known  said  Prince  Gethers  for  over  seven 
years,  and  when  he  first  became  acquainted  with  said  Gethers  he  was  then  a  grown  man 
and  had  three  children ;  that  said  Gethers  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jeffer- 
son, and  voted  at  precinct  No.  9,  at  Ulmers,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county 
of  Jefferson. 

PICKENS  TILLMAN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4  th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

A  LEGAL  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  Joseph  Bowes,  a  notary  public  at  large  for  the  State  aforesaid,  personally  ap- 
peared Ed  DiUlas,  Willie  Young,  Charles  Scott,  jr.,  Aleck  Raines,  Isaac  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  A.  J.  Eston,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  each  for  himself,  deposes  and  says  that  they 
are  qualified  electors  of  Jefferson  County  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  they  were  present  at  the 
precinct  known  as  precinct  No.  1 ,  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  located  in  the  town 
of  Monticello,  and  county  of  Jefferson,  on  the  day  of  the  holding  of  the  general  election  for 
presidential  electors  and  State  officers,  to  wit,  the  7th  of  November,  1876  ;  that  they  witnessed 
the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct,  by  the  inspectors ;  that  the  said  canvass  was 
conducted  in  the  presence  of  the  electors,  openly,  as  required  by  law.  Deponents,  each  of 
them,  say  further  that  at  no  time  during  the  progress  of  said  canvass  was  it  performed  out 
of  sight  of  the  voters  present,  nor  was  any  elector  debarred  from  witnessing  the  count  of  the 
votes  cast  at  said  precinct.  Deponents  further  say  that  besides  said  deponents  the  canvass 
was  witnessed  by  at  least  fifty  others,  and  that  all  allegations  as  to  the  canvass  having  been 
conducted  in  secret  are  false,  and  without  any  foundation  in  fact. 

CHARLES  SCOTT,  Jr. 

ISAAC  WILLIAMS. 

A.J.ESTON. 

WILLIS  YOUNG. 

NATHAN  WILLIAMS. 
Witness:  O.B.Armstrong.  ED  DALLAS,  his  x  mark. 

Witness :  O.  B.  Armstrong.  ALEX.  RAINS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscnbed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  Decembar,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

Also  personally  appeared  Rufus  White,  George  Strows,  Andrew  Jackson,  Wade  White, 
James  Harrington,  Sherwin  Brooks ;  each  of  them,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
they  are  qualified  voters  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  State  of  Florida ;  that  the  foregoing  affi- 
davit has  been  read  to  them,  and  that  it  is  true  in  every  particular. 

JAMES  HARRINGTON,  his  x  mark. 

GEORGE  STROWS,  his  x  mark. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  his  x  mark. 

SHERWIN  BROOKS,  his  x  mark. 

WASH.  WHITE,  his  x  mark. 
Signed  by  mark  in  presence  of  O.  B.  Armstrong. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public.  State  at  Large. 
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A  ^UICT  ELCCTIOIC. 

State  of  Florida,  Coontj  of  Jefferson  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  W.  W.  Wynn«  who,  being  dnij  sworn,  deposes  and  stjs 
that  he  is  of  the  age  of  thirty -eight  years,  and  for  about  ten  years  has  been  a  resident  of 
Jefferson  County,  m  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  at  the  recent  general  election  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November  instant,  in  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  he  was  duly  appointed  and 
acted  as  one  of  the  inspectors  uf  election  at  Tillman*s  Church  precinct,  No.  10,  of  stid 
county  ;  that  the  polls  at  said  precinct  on  day  of  election  aforesaid  were  duly  opened  and 
closed  in  accordance  with  law  ;  that  the  ballot-box  at  said  precinct  was  opened  and  exposed 
to  the  public  view  before  voting  commenced,  was  then  locked,  the  key  given  to  this  depo- 
nent, an  inspector  aforesaid  at  said  precinct,  and  said  ballot-box  was  not  again  unlocked  or 
opened  until  the  close  of  said  election.  The  deponent  further  deposes  and  says  that  tha 
canvass  of  the  vote  was  made  publicly,  in  full  view,  in  front  of  the  window  where  said  elec- 
tion was  held,  as  required  by  law,  a  large  number  of  persons  remaining  at  and  in  front  of 
said  window  viewing  said  canvass ;  that  James  F.  Tucker,  esq.,  was  the  democratic  United 
States  supervisor  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election ;  that  he,  the  said  Tucker,  appointed 
John  Finlason  as  his  deputy,  withont  authority  of  law,  who  acted  as  democratic  challen^rer 
and  challenged  a  number  of  republican  voters,  who  were  duly  sworn  by  the  deponent  in  ac- 
cordance with  law ;  the  particular  oath  administered  in  each  instance  being  read  from  the 
printed  instructions  furnished  to  inspectors  by  the  secretary  of  state ;  that  there  was  no  dis- 
turbance of  any  kind  at  said  precinct  on  the  day  of  election  a5  aforesaid ;  everything  passed 
offin  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner. 

W.  W.  WYNN. 

Snrom  and  subscribed  to  this  Isl  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1376. 

JAMES  BELL. 

County  Judge. 

FEMINISE  INTIMIDATORS. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County  : 

Personally  appeared  Catherine  Holeman,  Susan  Kennedy,  Sirena  James,  and  Mary  Fell, 
who,  being  severally  sworn.  May  that  they  are  about  from  twenty  to  tweniy-three  years  ot 
age  ;  that  they  reside  about  fifteen  miles  east  of  Monticello,  on  the  plantation  of  B.  W.  Bel- 
lamy. That  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  the  assault  and  intimidation  impated 
to  and  alleged  against  them  are  as  follows ^  That  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, instant,  these  deponents  were  standing  in  the  quarters  of  the  plantation  of  B.  W.  Bel- 
lamy; that  while  standing  there  the  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  came  along  with  Simon  Willis. 
Samuel  Harrison,  Joseph  Evens,  Cudge  Bellamy,  John  Bellamy,  Anthony  Bellamy,  James 
Finlayson,  And  Cudge  Bellamy,  sr.,  James  Wright,  and  his  brother,  all  mounted  ;  when  the 
party  passed,  deponents  and  some  other  women  began  to  laugh  and  make  fun  of  the  par- 
ties aforesaid  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  and  for  having  been  bought  for  a  hole 
whisky,  and  also  for  saying  he  had  been  whipped  by  some  Georgians  the  night  previoas, 
these  deponents  believing  the  same  to  have  been  false,  as  no  marks  of  violence  appeared  on 
his  person.  The  parties  aforesaid  being  in  a  drunken  condition,  began  to  curse  and  swear 
at  these  deponents.  B.  W.  Bellamy  tola  them  (the  men)  to  go  on  and  pay  no  attention  to 
the  remarks  made  by  deponents.  Deponents  further  say  that  they  continued  to  laugh,  wben 
the  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  dismounted  and  threatened  them  with  an  iron  rod  which  he  carried 
in  his  hand ;  that  the  party  of  men,  headed  by  the  said  B.  W.  Bellamy,  then  repaired  to  the 

Elace  of  voting,  as  the  deponents  verily  believe ;  that  after  the  space  of  one  hour  and  a 
alf  the  party  of  men  returned  with  two  men  claiming  to  be  officers  sent  by  the  United  States 
supervisors  at  the  voting- place.  No.  10,  known  as  Tillman*s  church  ;  that  the  persons  claimiDg 
to  be  officers  were  in  conversation  with  the  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  when  assault  was  made 
by  Cudge  Bellamy  and  others  upon  one  Frank  Douglass,  a  boy  about  eighteen  years  of  ace; 
tnat  these  deponents  were  arrested  by  said  persons  claiming  to  be  officers  and  carried  be&re 
a  United  States  supervisor,  at  the  request  of  said  B.  W.  Bellamy,  and  after  a  hearing  were 
discharged ;  that  for  the  timely  interference  of  the  persons  claiming  to  be  officers  that  tbe 
said  Frank  Douglass  would  have  been  killed ;  that  these  deponents  did  not  use  any  riuleuce 
against  said  parties  at  the  time  alleged,  nor  at  any  other  time. 

CATHERINE  HOLEMAN,  her  x  mark. 
SUSAN  KENNEDY,  her  x  mark. 
SERENA  JAMES,  her  x  mark. 
MARY  FELL,  her  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge  and  ex- officio  Justice  of  lie  Veace. 
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ALLEGED  INTIMIDATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Jeflferson  County : 

Personallj  appeared  before  me,  a  judicial  officer  for  said  State  and  county,  John  Robin- 
son, and  he,  beinc:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  twenty-eight  years  of  age  and 
resides  on  the  plantation  known  as  the  Finlayson  plantation,  in  said  county ;  that  on  the 
(7th)  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  the  general  election  held  in  and  for  Jefferson 
County,  in  said  State,  he  voted  at  precinct  known  as  Gillman's  church,  No.  10  ;  that  at  such 
election  there  was  not  any  intimidation  or  fraud  used  on  the  part  of  the  republicans  at 
such  precinct ;  that  each  and  every  person  voting,  or  offering  to  vote,  were  treated  fairly 
and  honestly,  according  to  law  ;  that,  so  far  from  using  any  intimidation,  every  person  offer- 
ing to  vote  was  particularlv  requested  to  vote  as  he  thought  best ;  that  this  deponent  was 
a  qualified  and  registered  voter  at  such  election ;  that  deponent  is  well  acquainted  with 
Dan.  Crooms,  Simeon  Wilier,  Anthony  Bellamy,  John  Bellamy,  Cudge  Bellamy,  and  Sam- 
uel Harrison  ;  that  they  are  colored  men,  and  offered  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  said 
precinct,  and  were  allowed  so  to  vote  without  molestation  or  hinderance  from  any  one  or 
Kind  soever;  that  the  said  parties  were  employed  by  one  B.  W.  Bellamy,  and  were  brought 
by  him  to  said  precinct  in  a  body,  and  there  voted  the  ticket  given  them  by  said  B.  W. 
Bellamy,  which  ticket  this  deponent  knows  to  be  a  democratic  ticket  on  account  of  its  size, 
being  smaller  than  republican  tickets ;  that  no  remarks  were  made  against  them  for  so 
doing  by  anv  republican  present ;  that  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  arrived  at  the  polling-place 
about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  voted  ;  that  after  voting,  the  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  requested  the 
United  States  supervisor  present  to  send  some  person  to  inquire  into  an  accusation  of  intim- 
idation used  against  several  parties  on  the  plantation  of  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  on  account  of 
their  intending  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  to  bring  before  such  supervisors  the  par* 
ties  accused ;  that  this  deponent  went  and  inquired  into  such  accusation,  and  found  the 
charge  to  be  against  four  women  and  one  boy  about  fifteen  years  of  age ;  that  said  parties 
were  brought  before  the  United  States  supervisor  at  such  polling-place,  and  after  a  careful 
investigation  of  said  matters,  the  said  supervisors  refused  to  demand  the  holding  of  said  par- 
ties by  the  United  States  marshals  present.  The  deponent  further  says  that  the  plantation 
of  said  B.  W.  Bellamy  is  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  polling-place,  or  thereabouts. 

JOHN  ROBINSON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 
County  Judge,  and  ex-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 
We  having  heard  the  reading  of  the  above  affidavit,  do  attest  to  its  truthfulness. 

CHRISTOPHER  MUNROE.his  x  raaik. 
DAVID  GUOLUCH,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Slst  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 
The  affidavit  in  the  main  interlined  before  signing. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE   RESULT  OF   ELECTION. 

Slate  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Beazley*s  store,  in  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
**An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved 
August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1672,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  thirty-nine  votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received 
three  Lundred  and  fourteen  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  forty-two  votes ;  David  Montgomery 
received  three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  forty-one  votes  ;  Wil- 
liam J.  Purm an  received  three  hundred  and  fourteen  votes. 

For  State  senator,  Samuel  J.  Turnbull  received  forty-two  votes  ;  Robert  Meacham  received 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Wallace  S.  Jones  received  forty-one  votes ;  Dr.  S.  C.  Emery 
received  forty-ihree  votes;  Archibald  Lacy  received  forty- one  votes  ;  W.  R.  Long  received 
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three  hundred  and  fonrteen  votes :  G.  W.  Witherspoon  received  three  handred  and  fourteen 
votes :  Green  B.  Tillman  received  three  handred  and  twelve  votes. 

For  constables,  A.  B.  Hicks  received  three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes ;  Eli  Dilworth 
received  three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes ;  Albert  James  received  three  handred  and  thirteoi 
votes ;  John  Lamb  received  three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes  ;  Richard  Newman  received 
three  handred  and  thirteen  votes ;  Henrv  Black  received  three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes ; 
James  Smith  received  three  hundred  and  thirteen  votes  ;  Frank  Richardson  received  three 
hundred  and  thirteen  votes  ;  Thomas  Greenwood  received  three  handred  and  thirteen  votes ; 
John  W.  Hall  received  three  handred  and  thirteen  votes  ;  Alonzo  Henrj  received  three  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  votes ;  Spencer  Red  wick  received  three  hundred  Hud  thirteen  votes. 

For  presidential  electors,  Wilkinson  Call  received  forty-one  votes:  James  £.  Tonge 
received  fbrtj-one  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  fortj-one  votes ;  Robert  BuDo^ 
received  forty-one  votes  ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  three  hundred  and  fourteen  votes  ;  C. 
H.  Pearce  received  three  handred  ana  fourteen  votes ;  W.  H  Holden  received  three  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  votes  ;  T.  W.  Lon^  received  three  hundred  and  fonrteen  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Beazlej's  store  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

A.  DENHAM, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  D.  COLE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
DANIEL  DIXON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
WM.  BEAZLEY, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

RECORDS  OF  COUNT V  COMMISSIONERS. 

At  a  meetiofif  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  held  in  the  court-house  in  Montieelle 
Tuesday,  the  JOth  day  of  October,  1876,  there  were  present  B.  Dilworth,  John  Mays,  and  J. 
Taylor.  The  reg^istration-list  was  revised,  and  the  followinji^  persons  were  appointed  in- 
spectors at  the  next  election,  and  the  following  places  appointed  for  polls.  The  followiog- 
named  persons  were  appointed  inspectors  of  election  at  places  mentioned,  and  the  following 
places  for  voting  were  e^itablished : 

Poll  No.  1,  clerk*8  office.  For  inspectors,  Benjamin  Dilworth,  Augustus  Tillman,  and 
John  Mays. 

Poll  No.  2,  court-house.     Inspectors,  J.  E.  Hill,  Jackson  Junious,  and  J.  D.  Thompson. 

Pull  No.  3,  jail.     D.  M.  Pembroke,  Samuel  Shaws,  and  Jessee  W.  Galewood. 

Poll  No.  4,  school-bonse.     Lafayette  McCray,  J.  J.  Sawyer,  and  John  Bozeman. 

Poll  No.  5 ;  Daniel  Dixon,  Moaos  McCardy,and  J.  B.  Carroll;  at  Beasley's  store. 

Poll  No.  6,  at  Elizabeth  church.    B.  C.  Gibbs,  C.  C.  Murdock,  and  Daniel  DeWitu 

Poll  No.  7,  at  Wahkeenah.     James  Bell,  John  Butler,  and  Thomas  Denson. 

Poll  No  rt,  at  Long's  store.     AV.  W.  Wynn,  Benjamin  Stebbins,  and  T.  W.  Cobb. 

Moved  that  the  board  do  now  adjourn. 

BEN  DILWORTH, 

Churman. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whit6eld,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  within  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners  of  Jefierson  County  held 
October  10,  1876 ;  that  he  made  said  copy  himself  from  the  book  containing  them  that  day; 
and  that  by  said  action  the  democratic  precincts  of  said  county  were  discontinued  and  they 
were  never  re-established  ;  that  the  members  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  prasent 
at  said  meeting  are  all  negroes  and  republicans  ;  and  that  they  met  at  an  unusual  hour  and 
without  giving  notice  to  this  affiant,  as  had  been  promised  him,  and  before  the  only  demo- 
cratic member  of  the  board  could  get  to  town  from  his  home  in  the  country;  that  he  makes 
this  affidavit  because  the  clerk  of  said  county  failed  to  furnish  copy,  as  requested  and 
promised. 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1,  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,     [«eal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

COL' NT Y  OFFICrCRS  AS  INSPECTORS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whitfield,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  M.  J.  Twytor,  who 
was  inspector  of  election  at  poll  No.  1  at  an  election  held  in  Jefferson  County,  Fia,,  is  and 
was  then  a  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county ;  that  Ben  Dilworth,  who  was  an  in- 
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spector  at  the  same  election,  was  thea  and  is  now  county  commissioner  of  said  county  ; 
that  James  Bell,  who  was  clerk  of  election  at  poll  7  in  said  county  at  said  election,  was  then 
and  is  now  judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  county;  that  William  Beasley,  who  was  clerk 
of  election  at  poll  5  in  said  county  at  said  election,  was  then  and  is  now  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  said  county;  that  W.  W.  Wynn,  who  was  clerk  of  election  at  poll  10  in  said  county 
at  said  election,  was  then  and  is  now  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county ;  that  George  H. 
Hadley,  who  was  clerk  of  election  at  poll  6  in  said  county,  was  then  and  is  now  a  justice  of 
the  peace  of  said  county ;  that  J.  D.  Cole,  who  was  inspector  of  election  at  poll  5  at  said 
election  in  sa'd  county,  was  then  and  is  now  collector  of  revenue  of  said  county ;  that  8.  B. 
Baldwin,  who  was  inspector  of  election  at  poll  3  in  said  county  at  said  election,  was  then 
and  is  now  assessor  of  revenue  of  said  county;  that  said  election  was  held  November  7,  A. 
D.  J  876;  that  all  of  the  aforenamed  persons  are  republicans  and  hold  their  said  offices  by 
Tirtue  of  appointment  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  or  of  the  now  acting  governor, 
'who  is  also  a  republican  and  was  at  said  election  a  candidate  for  election  to  the  office  of 
governor,  by  nomination  of  the  republican  party  in  said  State. 

R.  B.  WHITFIELD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public. 

VOTED  UNDER  COERCION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  bs  : 

Persooally  appeared  before  nie  Phillips  Chester,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
eays  that  he  twenty-one  years  of  age  the  25th  day  of  August  last  past,  and  for  about 
four  years  be  has  resided  in  Jefferson  County,  iu  the  State  of  Florida ;  that  at  the  re- 
cent general  election,  held  the  7th  day  of  November,  instant,  in  said  county,  the  depo- 
nent voted  the  democratio  ticket,  at  school-house  precinct  No.  4,  in  said  county ;  that 
he  voted  said  democratio  ticket  by  reason  of  threats  made  by  his  employer,  D.  Wil- 
liams, sr.,  who  said  he,  the  said  Williams,  would  give  him,  the  deponent,  no  more  work ; 
that  none  but  democrats  oould  work  with  him,  tne  said  Williams;  that  the  deponent 
fully  intended  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  at  said  general  election,  and  woula  have 
done  so  had  not  said  threats  been  made. 

PHILLIPS  CHESTER,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  BELL, 

County  Judge. 

OP  LAWFUL  AGE. 

Stat-e  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Peter  Dayuiont,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  nays  thac  he  is  a 
<]nalified  elector  of  said  county;  that  he  is  fifty-two  years  old,  and  has  a  son  named 
Peter  L.  Daymont,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county  ;  that  said  son, 
Peter  L.,  was  born  in  the  month  of  September,  1854,  and  resides  in  said  county,  and  is 
now  twenty-two  years  old. 

PETER  DAYMONT,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HEADLY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and 
State  afuresaid,  Campbell  McCordy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
is  about  fifty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  duly-quswitied  elector  of  said  county.  That  he 
has  a  son,  August  McCordy,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county.  That 
said  son  August  was  born  in  the  month  of  December,  1854,  and  resides  in  said  county, 
and  is  now  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

CAMPBELL  McCORDY,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1^76. 

GEO.  H.  HEADLY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

LEGAL  RESIDENCE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss: 

Parris  Rouse,  being  duly  sworp,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
a  duly-qualified  elector  ol  Jefferson  County,  Florida  ;  has  resided  in  said  county ^.and 
21  FLA* 
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State  for  the  last  ten  years,  exceptiDS  an  absence  of  a  few  months,  to  wit :  from  the 
first  day  of  Febmary,  A.  D.  1875,  until  the  first  or  about  the  first  day  of  October,  1875, 
when  he,  the  said  deponent,  resided  in  Thomas  County,  Georgia.  That  he,  the  said 
deponent,  returned  to  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  before  the 
first  day  of  November,  1875,  as  aforesaid,  and  he  has  ever  since  resided  in  said  county, 
which  time  was  more  than  one  year  prior  to  the  last  general  election,  holden  on  the 
7th  day  of  November  last  past,  and  that  the  allegation  that  he  had  not  resided  in  this 
State  twelve  months  prior  to  said  last  general  election  is  untrue. 

PAKRIS  ROUSE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.1  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

OF  LEGAL  AGE. 

state  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid.  Agnus  Soon,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  she  is  of  the 
age  of  about  tnirty-eight  years,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  resided  in  said  coanty. 
Tnat  she  has  a  nephew  named  Jeff.  Markes,  who  is  a  qualified  elector  of  said  county. 
That  the  said  Markee  was  born  on  the  Ist  day  of  November,  1855.  That  he  resides  in 
said  county,  and  is  now,  and  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  over  on  the  day  of  the 
recent  general  election,  held  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  in  said  county. 

AGNUS  SOON,  her  X  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  this  4th  day  of  December, 
1876. 

GEO.  H.  HEABLEY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  Peter  Jackson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  about  fi^fty- 
four  years  old,  and  is  a  duly-qualifi^  elector  of  said  county ;  that  be  has  a  son  named 
Everett  Jackson,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county ;  that  said  sod 
Everett  was  born  in  the  month  of  August,  (10,)  1855,  resides  in  said  county,  and  is  now 
twenty- one  years  (and  over)  of  age. 

PETER  JACKSON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HEADLEY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  George  Opleton,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
about  the  ago  of  forty-six  years,  and  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county  ;  that  he 
has  a  son  named  Tom  Opleton,  who  is  alsoa  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  connty ;  that 
said  son  Tom  Opleton  was  born  in  the  month  of  April,  1855,  resides  in  said  county,  and 
is  now  twenty-one  and  a  half  years  of  age. 

GEORGE  OPLETON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HEADLY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DEMOCKATIC  INSPECTORS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Benjamin  Dil worth,  John  Mays,  each  of  whom,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  he  is  a  resident  of  the  county  of 
Jefierson  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  member  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  for  the  said  county  where  the  inspectors  of  election  were  ap- 
pointed to  act  at  the  several  precincts  in  the  county  designated  as  polling-places  in  the 
late  general  election  ;  that  at  said  meeting  of  said  board  two  republicans  and  one  dem- 
ocrat were  appointed  to  act  as  inspectors  at  the  several  precincts  in  the  county;  that 
due  notice  of  such  appointments  was  given  by  posting  notices  of  such  appointments  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  several  polling-places,  according  to  law.  Deponents  further  sav 
that  all  democrats  appointed  as  inspectors  served  as  such  inspectors  at  the  several  poll- 
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iDg-places  to  which  they  were  asaigned ;  that  all  allegations  to  the  contrary  are  with- 
out foandation  in  fact. 

BENJ.  DILWORTH. 

JOHN  MAYS,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  :  W.  H.  Hicks. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscribed  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  December,  1876. 
[SKAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

AFFroAvrr  by  ci.erk. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Moses  J.  Tay- 
lor, who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  is  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Jefferson  and  Stat^  of  Florida.  Deponent  further  says  that  since  the  last  day  of 
July,  A.  D.  1876,  Sturges  B.  Baldwin  has  been  his  legal  deputy,  and  has  constantly 
acted  in  that  capacity  till  the  present  time ;  that  for  the  last  ten  days  affiant  has  not 
been  in  said  county  of  Jefferson,  said  absence  having  been  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
a  member  of  affiant's  family,  to  wit,  his  only  child;  that  at  no  time  since  the  7th  of 
November,  1876,  or  at  any  other  time,  has  he  refused  to  give  certified  copies  of  any  pa- 
pers on  file  in  his  office  upon  application  with  the  fee  fur  the  same ;  that  any  and  all 
public  documents  have  been  open  for  inspection  to  any  who  desired  to  see  them,  and 
that  without  charge.  ^ 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

OF  LAWFUL  AGE. 

state  of  Florida.  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared  Stephen 
Bumey,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  • 
the  county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  is  forty-six  years  old ;  that  he  is  a 
married  man  and  has  a  son  whose  name  is  Wade  Burney ;  that  said  son  Wade  was 
born  in  the  mouth  of  August,  1855,  and  he  is  now  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  that  said 
son  Wade  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  said  county  of  Jefferson  and  has  resided 
there  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  and  said  Wade  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  at  precinct  No.  3,  Monticello,  in  said  county  of  Jefferson. 

STEPHEN  BURNEY,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Before  me  personally  came  James  J.  Wiggins  and  Robert  Dickinson,  both  citizens 
of  Madison  County  and  State  of  Florida,  each  of  whom,  being  first  duly  and  severally 
sworn,  says,  each  for  himself,  that  they  and  each  of  them  are  personally  acquainted 
with  one  John  Hmlge,  and  know  him  to  have  been  a  citizen  of  Madison  County, 
Florida,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  (1876,)  up  to  about  one  month 
prior  to  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  they  and  each 
of  them  live  only  about  one  mile  from  where  said  Hodge  did  live  up  to  date  above 
mentioned,  and  know  that  he  (Hodge)  made  a  crop  in  Madison  County,  hired,  eat, 
drank,  and  had  his  washing,  mending  of  clothes,  &c.,  done  in  Madison  County;  and 
furthermore,  that  they  and  each  of  them  have  heard  said  Hodge  claim  Madison  as  his 
home,  and  have  never  heard  him  express  himself  to  the  contrary  up  to  date  above 
mentioned.  / 

JAMES  WIGGINS,  his  x  mark. 

ROBERT  DICKINSON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

WILLIAM  BEASLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid.  Hector  Monrow,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  and  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county ;  that  he 
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has  a  80D,  Barrick  Monrow,  who  is  also  a  duly-qaalified  elector  of  said  county;  that 
said  son  Barrick  was  born  ia  the  month  of  December,  (10th,)  1853,  and  resides  in  said 
coanty,  and  is  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

HECTOR  MONRO W,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

QUALIFIED  ELECTORS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Hardy  Thomas,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
about  twenty-six  years  of  age;  that  on  the  day  of  the  recent  general  election,  held 
the  7th  dav  of  November  instant,  in  said  connty,  he,  the  deponent,  was  a  duly-qualified 
■ud  lawful  elector  of  said  county  ;  that  for  the  past  eight  or  nine  years  he  has  been  a 
<i8ident  of  said  county  ;  that  in  the  fall  and  summer  of  1875  he  was  absent  from  said 
1  ounty  about  three  or  two  months  on  a  visit,  his,  the  deponent's  £amily,  remaining  in 
biid  county. 

HARDY  THOMAS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid.  Hector  Monrow,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
about  the  age  of  fifty-five  years ;  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county,  and 
has  a  son,  Montrose  Monrow,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county :  that 
said  son  Montrose  was  born  in  the  month  of  October,  (15th,)  1855 ;  that  he  resides  in 
said  county,  and  is  now  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

HECTOR  MONROW,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  aad 
State  aforesaid,  Womer  Williams,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
of  the  age  of  about  forty-six  years ;  that  he  is  a  duly-qualifiea  elector  of  said  eounty; 
that  he  has  a  son  named  George  Williams,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said 
county ;  that  the  said  son  George  was  born  in  the  month  of  Sfarch,  (^d,)  1;^,  resides 
in  said  county,  and  is  over  twenty-one  years  of  age.  ' 

WORNER  WILLIAMS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Isaac  De  Lancy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
about  seventy-three  years  of  age  and  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county ;  that  he 
has  a  son,  named  Jacob  De  Lancy,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county, 
and  that  he,  the  said  son  Jacob,  was  bom  in  the  month  of  May,  1855,  and  resides  in 
said  county,  and  is  now  twenty-one  years  old. 

ISAAC  DE  LANCY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  dav  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of 
Florida,  Prince  Stiliman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  can  read 
and  write ;  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  county  of  Jefferaon,  and  hxis  resided 
in  said  county  of  Jefferson  for  the  past  ten  years ;  that  he  is  well  and  personally 
acquainted  with  WiUiam  Royal  Gaitwood,  and  has  examined  the  record  of  the  birtli 
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of  said  William  Royal  in  the  family  Bible  at  bis  father's  honse,  and  it  is  there  recorded 
that  said  William  Royal  was  born  on  the  3d  day  of  July.  1655. 

PRINCE  STILLMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subucribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Lar^j^. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  jostice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Danoan  McCray,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a 
duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county,  and  is  about  forty-one  years  old ;  that  he  has  a 
8on,name<l  Isaiah  McCray,  who  is  also  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said  county;  that 
said  son,  Isaiah  McCray,  was  bom  in  the  month  of  September,  (16,)  1855,  resides  in  said 
county,  and  is  now  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

DUNCAN  McCRAY,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  George  Broxy 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-quali6ed  elector  of  Jeffer- 
son County  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  be  has  a  brother  whose  name  is  Sam  Broxy ;  that 
said  Sam  was  born  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1854,  and  is  now  twenty-two  years  old  ; 
that  said  Sam  is  a  duly-qualified. elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  voted  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  7,  Waukeenah,  in  said  county  of  Jefferson. 

GEORGE  BROXY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  William 
Henry,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector 
of  the  county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  he  is  fifty-four  years  old;  that  he 
is  a  married  man  and  has  a  son  whose  name  in  William  Henry  ;  that  his  said  son  Will- 
iam was  born  in  the  month  of  April,  1855,  and  is  now  twenty-one  years  old ;  that  said 
son  William  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided 
there  for  the  period  of  twenty-one  years,  and  this  said  son  William  voted  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county,  at  precinct  No.  1,  Monticello. 

WILLIAM  HENRY,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
fSEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Morris  Will- 
iams, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualitied  elector  of 
the  county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  was  bom  the  17th  day  of  May, 
1^5,  as  appears  from  the  record  kept  in  the  Bible  of  the  children  of  Mary  Ann  Will- 
iams, that  he  is  now  Ul  years  old,  and  voted  at  precinct  No.  8,  Long's  store,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county. 

MORRIS  WILLIAMS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public^  State  at  Large. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Thomas 
Adams,  who,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  Jeffer- 
son County  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  has  resided  in  said  county  of  Jefferson  for 
the  past  two  years ;  that  he  made  a  crop  in  Georgia,  just  over  the  line,  but  his  wife 
remained  in  said  county  and  State  of  Florida,  where  he  claims  his  home ;  that  he  has 
never  relinquished  his  citizenship  from  the  State  of  Florida  during  the  past  two  years. 

THOMAS  ADAMS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  tbe  State  of  Florida,  Pickens  Till- 
inan,  wbo,  beiiif^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly-qnalified  elector  of 
Jefierson  County  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  he  is  28  ^ears  old,  and  that  he  is  well  and 
personally  acquainted  with  one  Prince  Qethers,  of  said  county  of  Jefiferson ;  that  said 
Prince  Qethers  is  over  thirty  years  old ;  that  dej^onent  has  known  said  PriDoe  Qetb^s 
for  seven  years,  and  when  he  first  became  acquainted  with  said  Gethers  he  was  then  a 
man  jp*own  and  had  three  children  ;  that  said  Gethers  is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  said 
county  of  Jeflersou,  and  voted  at  precinct  No.  9,  at  Ulmer's,  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  iu  said  county  of  Jefierson. 

PICKENS  TILLMAN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Rotary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Loon  : 

Before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared  Stephen 
Bumey,  who,  bein^  dulv  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  qualified  elector  of  the 
county  of  Jefferson  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  ne  is  forty-six  years  old:  that  be  is  a 
married  man,  and  has  a  son  whose  name  is  Wade  Bumey ;  that  said  son  Wade  was  bom 
in  the  month  of  August,  1855,  and  he  is  now  twenty-one  years  old ;  that  said  son  Wade 
is  a  duly-qualified  elector  of  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  there  for  the 
period  of  twenty-one  years,  and  said  Wade  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November^  1876, 
at  precinct  No.  3,  Monticello,  in  said  county  of  Jefferson. 

STEPHEN  BURNEY,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Parris  Rouse,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  sajrs  that  he  is  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
a  duly-qualified  elector  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida ;  has  resided  in  said  ooiiDty  and 
State  for  the  last  two  years,  excepting  an  absence  of  a  few  months,  to  wit,  from  the 
Ist  day  of  i'ebrnary,  A.  D.  1875,  until  the  1st  or  about  the  1st  day  of  October,  1875, 
when  he,  the  said  deponent,  resided  in  Thomas  County,  (Georgia ;  that  he,  the  said  de- 
ponent, retumed  to  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  in  the  said  State  of  Florida,  before  the 
1st  day  of  November,  1876,  as  aforesaid,  and  has  ever  since  resided  in  said  county, 
which  time  was  more  than  one  year  prior  to  the  last  general  election  holden  on  the  7th 
day  of  November  last  past,  and  that  the  allegation  that  he  had  not  resided  in  the 
State  twelve  months  prior  to  said  last  general  election  is  untrue. 

PARRIS  ROUSE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Glass  Brown, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  ne  is  fifty-six  years  old ;  that  he  is  a  married 
man,  and  that  he  has  a  son  whose  name  is  Isaac  Brown j  that  his  said  sou  Isaac  was 
bom  in  the  month  of  July,  the  11th  day,  in  the  year  1855,  and  he  is  now  twenty-one 
years  old,  and  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  in 
said  county  during  his  whole  life ;  that  said  son  Isaac  voted  at  the  election  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1876,  at  precinct  No.  3,  Monticello,  in  said  conuty  of  Jefferson. 

GLASS  BROWN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  Eubscribed  lefore  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS. 

Notary  Public. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Georg^ 
Norton,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector,  o' 
Jefferson  County  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  is  forty-one  years  old;  that  he  is  a 
married  roan,nud  has  a  son  whose  name  is  Joe  Norton;  was  bom  in  the  month  of 
August,  1855,  and  is  now  twenty-one  years  old  ;  that  said  son  Joe  is  a  duly  qualified 
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elector  of  the  said  county  of  JeffersoD,  and  has  resided  there  for  the  period  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  his  said  son  Joe  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county, 
at  precinct  No.  ly  Wankeenal^. 

GEORGE  NORTON,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[seal.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Larfi^e. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Limbrich 
Sherman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector 
of  Jefferson  County,  Florida ;  that  he  is  fifty-eight  years  of  age ;  that  he  is  a  married 
man,  and  has  a  son  whose  name  is  Benjamin ;  that  his  said  son  Benjamin  was  bom  iu 
the  month  of  November,  1853,  and  is  now  twenty-three  years  old  ;  that  said  son  Ben- 
jamin is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  there  for  a 
period  of  seven  years  next  preceding  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  said 
son  Benjamin  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county,  at  precinct 
No.  3,  Monticello. 

LIMBRICH  SHERMAN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Floiida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Nero  Brown; 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  Jefferson 
Connty,  State  aforesaid  ;  that  he  is  forty-six  years  old ;  that  he  is  a  married  mau,  and 
has  a  son  whose  name  is  Scott ;  that  his  son  Scott  was  born  in  the  month  of  March, 
1855,  and  now  is  twenty-one  years  old  ;  that  said  Scott  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of  the 
said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  there  for  the  period  of  twenty-one  years ;  and 
the  said  son  Scotl  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  said  county,  at  precinct 
No.  7,  Waukeenah. 

NERO  BROWN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  aud  subscribed  1>efore  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Gloster 
Redman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  elector  of 
Jefferson  County,  State  aforesaid,  that  he  is  —  years  old;  that* he  is  a  married  man, 
and  has  a  son  whose  name  is  Richard  Redman ;  that  his  said  son  Richard  was  born  in  the 
month  of  December,  1854,  and  is  now  twenty-two  years  old  ;  that  son  Richard  is  a 
duly  qualified  elector  of  said  county  of  Jefferson,  and  has  resided  there  for  a  period  of 
eighteen  years  next  preceding  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  that  said  son 
Richard  voted  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  county,  at  precinct  No. 
9,  Ulmer's,  in 

GLOSTER  REDMAN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[L.  s.]  C.  H.  EDWARDS, 

Notary  Public  for  Florida. 

AGREEMENT  FOR  PJtESERVIXG  ORDER. 

St^te  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson,  ss : 

James  Bell,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  thirty-three  years  of  age  ; 
that  he  has  resided  iu  the  town  of  Monticello,  aud  county  of  Jefferson,  for  more  than  three 
years,  and  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  last  eight  years;  that  he  is  the  county  judge 
m  and  for  said  county  ;  that  a  few  days  prior  to  the  late  general  election  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  instant,  he,  with  one  Samuel  Turubull,  the  democratic  candi- 
date for  the  State  senate  from  said  county,  called  on  Governor  Stearns,  in  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  to  request  him,  the  said  governor,  to  assist  and  use  his  Infiueuoe  in  bringing 
about  some  arrangement  which  would  prevent  any  trouble  in  said  couuty  on  the  day 
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of  election ;  that  the  said  governor,  at  the  iDBtance  and  request  of  the  said  Tnrnlmllf 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  said  Tnrabnll,  suggesting  that  the  leading  men  of  both  politi- 
cal parties  hold  a  conference  in  said  county,  and  come  to  some  understanding,  and 
make  such  arrangements  as  vonld  prevent  any  difficulty  on  the  said  day  of  election; 
the  said  Turn  bull  then  and  there  remarking  that  if  the  leading  republicans  would 
instruct  their  people  to  leave  their  weapons  at  home,  and  come  unarmed  to  the  polls, 
that  he,  the  said  Turnbull,  would  guarantee  that  the  democrats  would  do  the  same. 
He,  the  said  Tumbull,  also  said  that  if  the  democrats  could  have  one  of  the  polling- 
places  assigned  them  in  the  town  of  Monticello,  where  they  could  vote  by  themselves, 
that  they  would  be  satisfied ;  that,  in  accordance  with  the  statement  of  Governor 
Steams,  that  it  depended  entirely  npon  the  people  of  each  county  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  would  best  promote  peace  and  quiet  on  the  day  of  election.  A  con- 
ference was  called  on  the  6th  day  of  T^ovember ;  this  conference  was  composed  of  six 
democrats  and  six  republicans ;  and  it  was  then  agreed  upon  that  the  democrats 
should  have  one  precinct  in  the  town  of  Monticello ;  that  there  should  be  appointed 
by  the  sheriff  five  men  from  each  political  party,  for  each  precinct,  to  act  as  deputy 
sheriffs,  each  party  to  make  their  own  selection  ;  and  that  messengers  should  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  each  precinct,  notifying  the  people  of  the  said  arrangement,  and  that 
they  must  come  to  the  polling-places  unarmed,  and  return  to  their  homes  immediately 
after  voting.  A  motion  was  then  made  and  carried  that  a  special  committee  of  three 
from  each  political  party  be  appointed  to  draught  resolutions  and  agreements  as  afore- 
said, and  report  the  same  by  11  o^clock  the  next  day  to  the  said  conference  committee. 

That  Dr.  T.  M.  Palmer,  chairman,  S.  Pasco,  and  F.  L.  Clark,  on  the  part  of  the 
democrats ;  Robert  Meacham,  secretary,  M.  R.  Long,  and  this  deponent,  on  the  part  of 
the  republicans,  were  selected  as  such  special  committee;  that  the  said  deponent  hav- 
ing to  hold  court  at  the  time  appointed,  requested  Benjamin  Dillworth,  another  mem- 
ber of  the  said  conference  committee,  to  represent  him. 

That  at  the  time  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  conference  committee  met  to 
receive  the  report  of  the  said  special  committee.  The  said  report  and  reJW>lutions,  as 
framed  by  them,  were  then  read  and  were  unanimously  agreed  upon  and  adopted,  with 
one  exception,  that  of  allowing  two  challengers  from  each  political  party  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  room,  on  the  day  of  election,  where  the  votes  were  cast.  This  was  at  first 
opposed  by  the  republican  members,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  uncalled  for  and  with- 
out precedent,  yet  it  was  insisted  upon  by  the  democrats ;  that  this  deponent  and 
other  republican  members  snggestt'd  that  one  democratic  challenger  be  admitted,  to 
which  the  democratic  n  embers  again  objected,  and  declared  their  intention  to  break 
off  the  conference  unless  they  were  allowed  two  challengers^  as  demanded  by  them, 
whereupon  this  deponent  consentf  d  to  their  demands  and  agreed  to  sign  the  said  reso- 
lutions and  agreements,  hoping  thereby  to  avoid  the  trouble  which  seemed  imminent 
After  some  further  discussion  all  the  members  of  said  conference  committee  signed  the 
said  resolutions  and  agreements,  excepting  Benjamin  Dilworth,  one  of  the  republican 
members,  who  absolutely  refused  to  sign,  and  withdrew.  About  two  hours  subse- 
quently he,  this  deponent,  learned  that  tiie  said  agreement  to  allow  ch^lengers  inside 
the  poUs  during  the  election  was  creating  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  republicans, 
and  that  the  inspectors  of  election  had  met  and  decided  among  themselves  not  to  allow 
any  challengers  of  either  party  inside  the  polling-places  during  the  election,  and  defied 
this  deponent,  who  was  deputy  United  States  marshal  for  the  county  aforesaid,  to 
admit  said  challengers.  As  the  said  deponent  had  promised  the  democratic  committee 
that,  as  said  United  States  marshal,  he  would  see  that  the  conditions  and  agreements  of 
said  conference  committee  were  carried  out,  and  knowing  that  he  had  no  legal  right  to 
compel  the  said  inspectors  to  admit  said  challengers  as  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  deponent, 
sent  for  the  republican  members  of  said  committee  for  consultation  as  to  the  course  to 
pursue;  that  if  this  agreement  was  not  carried  out  the  democratic  members  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  at  once  notified  of  the  fact;  that  when  some  of  said  republican 
members  met  at  this  deponent's  office,  the  said  Dr.  T.  M.  Palmer  and  Colonel  W.  Scott 
also  came  in  and  inquired  if  what  we  had  signed  was  not  to  be  carried  out,  as  they 
heard  we  were  not  going  to  allow  the  said  challengers.  Several  of  the  inspectors  oif 
the  election  were  present,  and  then  and  there  told  the  said  Doctor  Palmer  that  they 
would  not  allow  so  many  men  in  the  polling-room ;  that  the  committeo  had  no  right 
to  make  such  an  agreement  for  them:  that  they  would  consent  to  one  democrat 
challenger — to  no  more ;  that  Doctor  Palmer  then  and  there  said  that  unless  they,  the 
democrats,  could  have  two  challengers  they  would  have  none,  and  after  bitter! v  de- 
nouncing republicans  for  the  want  of  faith,  and  said  attempt  to  deceive,  or  words  to 
that  efi'ect,  declared  that  the  entire  contract  was  at  an  end;  the  democrats  would 
wash  their  hands  of  the  whole  affair  and  would  hold  the  republicans  responsible  for 
any  trouble  which  might  occur  at  said  election.  The  said  Palmer  and  Scott  then  with- 
drew, and  the  republican  members,  supposing  that  the  said  Palmer  and  Scott  had  fall 
power  to  speak,  and  had  spoken,  for  the  democratic  party  of  said  county,  considered 
hat  the  agreements  between  them  and  the  democrats  were  ended  ;  yet  the  republicans 
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granted  one  precinct  to  the  democrats  in  Monticello ;  they  came  to  the  polls  nnarmed, 
and  after  votini;  retarne<l  immediately  to  their  houses,  as  instructed.  This  deponent 
farther  says  he,  as  special  depaty  United  States  marshal  for  said  county,  appointed 
one  John  W.  Jordan  (democrat)  as  deputy  United  States  marshal)  and  placed  him  in 
command  of  all  the  deputy  marshals,  (ahont  twenty  in  number,)  and  appointed,  at  his 
instance  and  request,  who  were  to  act  and  have  charge  of  the  United  States  troops,  which 
were  also  instructed  to  assist  the  said  Jordan,  if  necessary,  to  keep  order ;  that  the 
said  Jordan  was  appointed  marshal  and  placed  in  charge  as  aforesaid,  as  he  is  known 
as  one  of  the  most  efficient,  impartial,  and  honorable  men  in  the  county,  and  one  who 
wonld  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  and  also  to  show  the  said  democrats  of  said 
county  that  the  republicans  desired  nothing  but  fair  play.  This  deponent  further  says 
the  mayor  of  said  town  of  Monticello,  who  is  also  a  democrat,  appointed  several  special 
police,  who,  with  said  United  States  marshal,  had  absolute  control  of  the  four  precincts 
in  the  said  town  of  Monticello,  or  the  democratic  supervisors  of  said  precincts ;  that 
the  said  J.  W.  Jordan^  marshal  as  aforesaid,  reported  to  this  deponent  after  said  elec- 
tion, that  he  was  not  called  upou  by  any  one  during  the  day,  and  that  the  most  perfect 
order  prevailed. 

JAMES  BELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  beMre  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1870. 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR, 

Notary  Public. 

PKOCKKDINGS  OF  CONFERENCE  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  conference  committee  of  republicans  and  a  committee  of  detn> 
ocrats  of  Jefferson  County,  select/cd  respectively  by  the  county  executive  committal?* 
of  each  party,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  leaders  on  each  side 
in  the  adoption  and  execution  of  such  measures  as  would  prevent  disturbance  on  f  lie 
day  of  election,  and  secure  an  orderly,  quiet,  and  fair  election,  met  at  the  office  of  T. 
L.  Clarke,  in  Monticello,  Florida,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.,  1876  : 

On  the  part  of  the  conservatives,  Dr.  T.  M.  Palmer,  William  Scott,  S.  Pasco,  R.  B. 
Whitfield,  and  T.  L.  Clarke ;  on  the  part  of  the  republicans.  Judge  James  Bell,  J.  D. 
Cole,  S.  B.  Baldwin,  Robert  Meacham,  W.  R.  Long,  Benjamin  Dilworth,  and  C.  A. 
Bidout. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  selection  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Palmer,  chairman,  aud 
Robert  Meacham  secretary. 

After  a  friendly  and  full  interchange  of  views  upon  the  part  of  the  two  committers, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  both  political  parties  to  secure  a  fair  and  honest  electiou 
on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  and  to  prevent  any  disturbance  or  breach  of  the 
public  peace  in  Jefferson  County  ;  and  whereas  the  leaders  of  both  parties  are  anxious 
to  co-operate  for  this  purpose :  Therefore, 

Besolved,  That  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  insure  a  peaceful  and  quiet  election  on 
the  7th  instant,  and  that  no  guns  shall  be  used  or  displayed  in  or  about  the  town  of 
Monticello,  or  the  other  voting-precincts,  on  that  day  or  the  day  before. 

That  a  committee  from  each  political  party  be  appointed  to  agree  upon  a  course  «  f 
action,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  leading  men  of  both  political  parties  fur 
peace,  harmony,  and  a  quiet  election,  and  to  insure  a  fair  election. 

Under  the  above  resolution  the  following  committee  was  appointed: 

Democrats,  Dr.  T.  M.  Palmer,  S.  Pasco,  and  T.  L.  Clarke ;  republicans,  R.  Meacham, 
James  Bell,  and  W.  R.  Long. 

Besolved,  That  we  select  and  agree  upon  forty  citizens  of  the  county,  twenty  to  be 
taken  from  each  political  party,  to  be  recommended  to  the  mayor  of  Monticello,  to  be 
appointed  as  special  policemen  to  serve  on  the  day  of  election. 

Besolredf  That  the  sheriff  of  Jefferson  County  be  requested  to  appoint  ten  deputies 
for  Long's  store.  No.  — ,  Wankeenah  and  Beasley's,  No.  — ,  each,  and  four  deputies  at 
Ulnier's,  No.  — ,  Elizabeth  Church,  No.  — ,  and  Tillman's  Church,  No.  — ,  each  one-half 
of  said  depnties  at  each  of  said  precincts  to  be  taken  from  each  political  party. 

Eesolvedj  That  four  challengers,  two  from  each  political  party  for  each  precinct  in 
the  county,  be  selected,  and  that  we  notify  the  inspectors  at  each  precinct  of  said 
appointments ;  said  challengers  to  be  stationed  before  or  behind  the  ballot-box  as  may 
best  suit  their  convenience,  and  subserve  the  purposes  in  view. 

Resohedy  That  the  voters  of  the  county  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  advised  to  vote  at 
their  nearest  precinct,  and  that  they  immediately  return  to  their  homes  after  voting. 

Resolved^  That  the  precinct  No.  4,  at  the  school-house  in  Monticello,  be  reserved  for 
the  democratic  voters ;  but  if  they  get  through  voting  before  the  polls  close,  the  repub- 
lican voters  shall  have  the  use  of  the  polls :  Proriaedy  however,  That  any  democratic 
voter  desiring  to  vote  after  that  time  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so  in  preference  to  a 
republican  voter,  without  waiting  for  his  turn ;  and  there  shall  be  the  same  under- 
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standing  in  regard  to  the  other  three  precincts  which  are  reserved  for  the  republican 
woteis. 

J.  M.  PALMER,  Chairman. 

ROBT.  MEACHAM,  Secretary. 


c. 

A. 

RIDOUT. 

G. 

W 

.  WITHERSPOON. 

J. 

D. 

COLE. 

J. 

D. 

THOMPSON. 

T. 

L. 

CLARKE. 

WM. 

SCOTT. 

8. 

B. 

BALDWIN. 

JAS. 

BELL. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 

^tate  of  Florida,  Leon  Connty : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Benjamin  Dilworth  and  John  Mays,  each  of  whom, 
lieing  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  each  for  himself,  that  he  is  a  resident  of  the  coonty 
•of  Jefferson  and  State  of  Florida ;  that  he  is  a  daly-qualified  member  of  the  board  of 
•county  commissioners  for  the  said  county  of  Jeffersoa ;  that  he  was  present  at  ^e 
•neetine  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  Jefferson  County  when  the  inspect^ 
-ors  of  election  were  appointed  to  act  at  the  several  precincts  in  the  connty  designated 
-as  polling-places  in  the  late  general  election  ;  that  at  said  meeting  of  said  board  two 
republicans  and  one  democrat  were  appointed  to  act  as  inspectors  at  the  several  precincts 
ill  the  connty ;  that  due  notice  of  such  appointments  was  given  by  posting^  notice  of 
«ach  appointment  in  the  vicinity  of  the  several  polling-places  according  to  law.  De- 
ftonents  further  say  that  all  democrats  appointed  as  inspectors  served  as  such  inspeot- 
<•  8  at  the  several  polling-places  to  which  they  were  assigned;  that  all  allegations  to 
<lUti  contrary  are  without  loundation  in  fact. 

BENJAMIN  DILWORTH. 
JOHN  MAYS,  his  x  mark. 

AVitness :  W.  W.  Hicks. 

^wom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

JOSEPH  BOWS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida  at  Large. 

REPUBLICAN  DKNIAL. 

Respondents  deny  all  and  singular  the  material  allegations  contained  in  the  state- 
ment of  contestants,  and  say  that  the  return  of  election  from  Jefferson  County  is  reg- 
ular, true,  and  in  accordance  both  with  law  and  the  facts. 

And  further  answering  respondents  say  : 

U  That  the  registration  in  said  county  was  not,  as  charged,  '*  false,  fraudulent^  and 
irregular,'^  and  that  no  more  names  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  registration-list  than 
there  are  legal  voters  in  said  county. 

2.  No  more  persons  voted  in  said  county  than  had  a  legal  right  so  to  do,  unless  such 
ftcrsons  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  the  facts  regarding  which  are  within  the  knowl- 
eilge  of  the  contestants. 

;i.  Respondents  deny  that  the  county  canvassers  who  signed  the  returns  were  dis- 
'(qualified  to  act,  but  say  that  they,  and  all  of  them,  were  competent  under  the  law. 

4.  In  response  to  item  fourth  of  contestants'  statement,  respondents  deny  that  there 
was  ^'  fraud,  irregularity,  or  other  ground  of  objection ''  in  the  precincts  enumerated 
IB  said  item  4  on  the  part  of  the  republican  electors  or  election-officers. 

5.  Respondents  specifically  deny  auy  premeditated  purpose  or  design  on  the  part  of 
the  republican  party  or  its  members,  and  deny  all  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  repobli- 
can  omce-holders  in  said  county  to  bring  about  a  false  and  fraudulent  vote  or  resnlt, 
as  charged. 

6.  Respondents,  further  ausweriug,  say,  generally,  that  there  was  neither  fraud, 
corruption,  illegality,  or  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  republican  party  or  its  mem- 
^bers  and  officers  in  any  of  the  precincts  of  said  county  complained  of  by  the  contest- 
ants, but,  on  the  contrary,  respondents  say  that  the  election  in  said  county  and  the  re- 
turn thereof  were,  so  far  as  the  republican  party  is  concerned,  fair,  honest,  legal^  and 
fegnlar,  and  that  the  republican  majority  returned  from  said  county  was  not  so  great 
as  the  party  was  fairly  and  honestly  entitled  to  have.  In  proof  of  all  which  respond- 
ents will  hereafter  produce  satisfactory  evidence. 

J.  P.  C.  EMMONS, 
Of  Counsel  for  Respondents. 
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THE  REGISTRATION  AND  DEMOCRATIC  CENSUS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  bs  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  pablic  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Moses  J. 
Taylor,  who,  being  duly  awom,  deposes  and  says  that  about  four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred names  appear  on  the  registration-list  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  but  that  only 
about  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  (3,410)  votes  were  cast  at  the  last  general 
election  on  November  7, 1876,  leaving  nearly  thirteen  hundred  more  names  on  the  reg- 
istration-book than  there  were  votes  oast  in  said  county  of  Jefferson,  on  said  November 
7, 1876 ;  that  about  nineteen  hundred  and  four  names  were  stricken  from  the  regis- 
tration-list by  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county,  because  said  names  did  not  . 
appear  on  the  census-list  of  Jefferson  County ;  that  only  about  eighteen  hundred  per- 
flons  registered  in  said  county  of  Jefferson  thereafter  before  said  election ;  that  many 
men  whose  names  were  improperly  spelled  or  written  on  said  registration  list  or  book, 
afterward  had  their  names  put  on  said  list  but  spelled  correctly ;  that  many  men,  to 
the  number  of  several  hundred,  deponent  thinks,  who  re-registered,  expressed  surprise 
at  the  absence  of  their  names  from  tne  said  census-list,  saying  the  census-taker  had  eaten 
or  slept  at  their  houses  while  taking  said  census,  and  they  had  every  reason  to  think 
he  had  their  names  properly  enrolled ;  deponent  further  says  that  said  census-taker 
was  several  times  wnile  taking  said  census-list  grossly  int-oxicated,  and  has  admitted 
to  this  afQant  that  he  may  have  lost  some  of  the  names  already  so  enrolled  by  him. 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida. 

Interlineation  of  Moses  J.  Taylor  in  the  foregoing  made  before  signing.  Sworn  to 
and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  4,  A.  D.  1876. 

[seal.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Fla. 

ARGUMENT  OK  REPUBLICAN  COUNSEL. 

In  respect  to  the  democratic  charges  against  Jefferson  County,  we  submit  as  follows : 

We  submit  the  objection  that  the  several  members  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers 
had  acted  as  election-officers  in  several  precincts,  and  hence  could  not  sit  in  judgment 
on  their  own  acts,  should  be  overruled. 

The  connty  canvassers  perform  a  simple  ministerial  dnty,  and  the  fact  that  they 
act-ed  as  precinct  inspectors  in  no  wise  disqualifies  them.  If  it  should  be  held  to  have 
this  effect,  the  result  will  be  that  there  could  be  no  county  canvass,  and  the  whole 
people  of  a  connty  wonld  lose  their  votes. 

In  almost  every  State,  (as  in  South  Carolina,  New  York,  and  many  others,)  State 
officers  canvass  the  votes,  even  when  they  are  candidates. 

The  duties  being  only  ministerial,  no  exception  is  ever  taken  to  it,  and  it  is  in  some 
States  the  same,  even  when  the  canvassers  act  judicially. 

That  the  vote  cast,  3,397,  exceeds  the  census  returns  of  males  over  21,  (as  taken  in 
1875.)  which  is  2,920,  cannot  have  the  result  of  throwing  out  the  whole  vote  of  the 
connty ;  and  if  it  is  to  have  any  effect,  no  other  one  can  be  suggested. 

There  is  this  same  excess  of  votes  in  several  of  the  counties  in  which  the  party  rais- 
ing the  objection  have  a  majority,  and  the  rule  would  work  both  ways  if  it  existed. 

But  we  would  apply  it  to  neither.  Thus,  in  the  following  counties  giving  a  demo- 
craf  ic  majority,  the  vote  exceeds  the  total  male  population,  according  to  the  census  of 
1K7.'>.    In  some  cases  the  excess  is  only  slight,  and  in  others  it  is  larger : 

Calhoun,  Columbia,  Clay,  Hernando,  Levy,  (total  vote  695.  while  over  21,  as  per 
census,  495.)  Orange,  Volusia,  and  Washington. 

As  for  the  private  census  taken  by  the  democratic  executive  committee  since  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  of  1876,  we  submit  for  the  same  rea'^ons  that  it  should  not  be 
given  the  effect  of  rejecting  the  whole  vote  of  the  county,  and  we  know  of  no  effect 
wh  ch  could  be  given  to  it  short  of  that. 

This^was  a  private  and  party  census,  and  it  is  absurd  to  claim  that  the  fact  that  it 
does  not  agree  with  the  vote  should  cause  the  rejection  of  the  whole  vote  of  the 
connty. 

AVe  make  the  same  remarks  as  to  the  point  that  the  registry-list  is  4,361 ;  it  may  be 
excessive,  but  the  total  vote  fell  1,000  below  it,  and  the  whole  county  cannot  be  rejected 
by  reason  of  the  excess.  The  so-called  bill  of  exception  taken  to  the  decison  of  the 
county  canvassers  is  only  allegation,  and  not  proof,  and  it  can  have  no  effect,  except 
as  it  is  supported  by  theproofs.  The  admission  stated  in  it  (not  sworn  to  have  been 
made)  by  the  county  clerk,  who  was  also  an  inspector,  that  on  the  recount,  five  votes 
cast  for  the  democratic  ticket  were  counted  for  the  republican  ticket,  can  have  no 
effect. 

The  admission  is  not  sworn  to  have  been  made,  and  an  admission  made  by  an  inspect- 
or after  the  day  of  election  can  have  no  weight  whatsoever. 
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j^d  a  reooonfe,  when  the  ballots  are  not  required  by  law  to  be  preserved,  (as  in  this 
State,)  can  have  but  little  weight,  and  it  is  not  stated  that  the  hole  in  the  box  was 
sealed  in  the  interval. 

At  all  events,  this  cannot  be  proved  by  admissions  after  the  fact.  It  will  appeio-, 
however,  below,  that  on  other  proof  we  would  add  these  ^ve  votes  to  the  democratic 
sitle. 

So  of  the  admission  of  County  Clerk  Taylor,  that  there  were  50  more  ballots  In  tiM 
box  than  names  on  the  poll-list.  The  admission  after  the  fact  proves  nothing.  So  the 
assumption  that  these  50  ballots  were  republican  is  unfounded.  Who  can  say  what 
ballots  represented  the  50  names  in  excess?  And  this  fact,  even  if  proved,  would  be 
unavailing  without  further  proof.    (See  50  N.  H.,  140.) 

But  the  perfect  answer  to  all  this  part  of  the  case  is  that  "  the  bill  of  exception  "  is 
not  proof  but  only  allegation. 

The  **  a^eement  of  leading  men  of  both  parties  "  as  to  having  challengers  at  the 
polls,  and  its  alleged  violation  by  the  republicans,  cannot  have  the  result  of  throwing 
out  the  vote  of  the  county,  and  no  result  short  of  that  can  be  suggested.  It  was  a  pri> 
vate  agreement,  neither  adding  to  nor  detracting  from  the  force  of  the  legal  require- 
ments in  the  premises. 

So  of  the  allegation  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  republican  majority  of  the  couniy 
commissioners  to  exclude  democrats  from  representation  in  election  boards,  and  the 
removal  or  abolishing  of  precincts  (the  board  having  full  power  so  to  do)  cannot 
seriously  be  claimed  to  be  a  reason  why  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  vote  should  be 
rejected. 

So  of  the  allegation  that  various  republican  office-holders  took  part  in  the  election. 

In  respect  to  specific  charges  of  illegal  voting,  and  the  affidavits  by  which  it  is  sought 
to  be  proved,  we  respectfully  submit  that  the  board  should  lay  down  the  following 
rule :  We  submit  that  it  is  not  wise  to  regard  or  give  any  weight  to  ex-parte  affidavits 
stating  generally  that  a  voter  was  not  "  a  resident  of  the  State  or  county,"  or  was  not 
**21  years  of  age,"  or  the  like,  when  some  grounds  for  or  particulars  of  the  assertion, 
as  that  the  man  resides  in  Georgia,  or  in  another  county,  or  came  into  the  State  on  a 
date  named,  or  that  he  was  born  on  such  a  date,  or  the  like,  are  state^,  we  think  the 
affidavit  should  be  received,  but  not  the  bare  general  statement ;  so  we  are  induced  to 
accept  the  affidavit  when  it  states  admissions  on  these  points  by  the  vot«r  or  his 
family,  (though  not  strictly  legal  residents,)  especially  when  coupled  with  acU,  as, 
getting  excused  from  road-duty  by  reason  of  non-age,  or  when  some  other /arte  are 
stated  and  the  whole  does  not  rest  in  mere  general  assertion. 

This  rule  should  be  fairly  applied  to  the  affidavits  on  both  sides. 

But  bare  assertions  that  a  man  was  not  21  years  old,  we  think  dangerous,  as  it  is 
often  a  mere  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  affiant.  So  an  assertion  of  non-residence,  merely, 
is  unreliable,  as  in  many  cases  it  may  merely  mean  that  the  affiant  does  not  know  the 
fact,  not  that  he  does  know  it  to  be  as  stated. 

Tne  only  exception  which  occurs  to  us  is  where  it  is  stated  that  a  "  legal  voter,^  or 
"  qualified  voter,"  or  "  registered  voter ; "  these  assertions  in  common  understanding 
mean  that  he  has  the  requisite  residence  and  is  duly  registered,  and  such  an  assertion 
is  usually  treated  as  a  statement  of  fact  rather  than  as  a  conclusion  of  law.  Also, 
when  a  man  is  proven  to  have  been  an  unqualified  voter  we  do  not  think  that  the  tes- 
timony of  a  witness  that  there  is  a  check  against  a  man's  name  on  the  registry-list 
sufficiently  proves  that  he  voted,  nothing  else  being  shown.  Also,  we  submit  that  the 
board  should  adopt  the  how  recognized  rule  that  when  a  man  is  proved  to  have  voted 
illegally  and  it  is  not  shown  how  he  voted,  the  vote  is  to  be  deducted  proportionately 
from  both  sides.  For  the  rule,  see  McCrary  Election  Law,  298;  2  Brewster  R.,  138; 
Finley  vs.  Walls,  44th  Cong.,  1st  session ;  Piatt  vs.  Goode,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  session. 

We  proceed  to  apply  these  rules  to  the  democratic  charges  of  illegal  voting. 

POLLS  1  AND  2,   COURT-HOUSB. 

Deduct  3  from  repuhlioan  vote. 

We  deduct  from  republican  vote  Richard  Tate,  Mfgor  Seymour,  John  Anderson. 

Deduct  2,  generally. 

We  deduct  from  the  whole  vote,  proportionately,  it  not  appearing  for  whom  the  il- 
legal voters  voted,  Aaron  Cooks,  William  Henry. 

POLL  NO.  2. 

Deduct  2  from  r^Micans, 

Deduct  from  republican  vote  Sam  Fleming,  Eldred  Stephens. 

Deduct  3,  generally. 

Deduct,  generally,  Virgil  ThomW;  Con's  Rouse,  Isaac  Higgins. 
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POLL  XO.  3. 

Deduct  r€puhlican,6. 

Deduct  from  republicans  Ben  Schuman,  Everett  Jackson,  Kiall  Hiill,  P^iter  Jones^  R. 
Gatcwood,  Gu9  Whitehurst. 

Deductf  generally^  6. 

Deduct,  generally,  Wade  Berney,  Burral  Williams,  Gas  Young,  Gabe  Tony,  Colonel 
Hebry,  Isaac  Hembry. 

POLL  NO.  7. 

Deduct  repuhlicansj  5. 

Deduct  republicans,  Joe  Norton,  Ed.  Laurens,  Jacob  Pinkney,  Sam  Broxey,  Dolpbus 
Anderson. 

Deduct  generally. 

Major  Walden  is  swonrby  bis  fatber  to  bave  been  born  on  October  7,  1855,  and  be 
was  therefore  of  age  November  7,  1876.    This  affidavit  of  his  father  is  conclusive. 

At  poll  6  Bryan  Kinsey  is  shown  to  have  been  a  non-resident  of  the  county,  and  to 
have  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  (See  affidavits  of  Walker  Zenders.)  His  ballot 
should,  therefore,  be  deducted  from  the  democratic  vote. 

POLL  5. 

Deduct  republican f  1. 

Deduct  republican,  Dick  Martrose. 

Deduct  y  generally  y  1. 

Deduct,  generally,  Jerry  Montrose. 

POLL  NO.  9. 

Deduct  republican  J  2, 

Deduct  republican.  Rich  Redman,  Wattie  Green. 

POLL  8. 

Deduct  republican  J 1. 

Deduct  republican,  William  Morris. 

Generally,  1. 

Deduct  generally,  Thomas  Adams. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield  tending  to  show  bts  inability  to 
procure  from  the  clerk's  office  certain  certified  copies  of  the  census,  &o.,  does  not  aid 
OS  in  any  way  in  ascertaining  the  true  vote.  So  of  the  mass  of  figures  and  lists  of 
names  of  the  census  taken  by  the  d^^mocratic  executive  committee. 

No  bearing  of  this  upon  particular  cases  of  illegal  voting  is  pointed  out,  and  with 
every  desire  to  give  to  it  all  proper  weight,  we  are  utterly  unable  to  derive  any  aid 
from  it. 

Conceding  that  it  tends  to  show  that  the  actual  vote  exceeded  the  true  one,  (which 
we  are  not  prepared  to  admit,)  we  are  unable  to  deduce  from  this  fact  the  conclusion 
that  we  should  reject  the  whole  county,  (it  being  an  ex-parte  statement  of  the  partv  op- 
posed to  political  majority  in  the  county,)  or  that  any  particular  vote  is  illegal.  If  this 
so-called  census  shows  that  any  particular  vote  cast  was  illegal,  this  should  be  pointed 
out  by  the  party  seeking  to  make  the  proof. 

An  affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield  and  F.  Q.  Clarke  is  produced,  stating  that  they  pre- 
sented to  the  county  commissioners  a  list  of  about  three  hundred  names,  **  whom  de- 
ponents had  good  reason  to  believe,  and  proposed  to  produce  evidence  before  said 
county  commissioners  to  prove,  were  not  entitled  to  vote,  to  the  end  that  said  commis- 
sioners neglect  to  purge  the  list. 

That  said  commissioners  waived  said  proof  and  agreed  to  erase  said  names  and  failed 
to  do  so,  and  that  deponents  and  their  party  were  deceived  and  misled  thereby,  and 
failed  to  challenge,  &,o. 

It  is  stated  that  the  number  who  voted  illegally,  and  who  should  have  been  so 
stricken  ofl*  as  agreed,  was  thirty,  and  that  beside  this  some  more  may  have  voted  at 
poll  No.  8. 

It  is  not  shown  that  any  particular  persons  voted  who  were  not  entitled  to  vote, 
and  we  are  unable  to  see  what  relief  can  be  granted  in  the  premises  if  these  allega- 
tions be  true. 

It  will  hardly  be  contended  that  you  should  throw  out  at  random  the  number  of 
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"  about  three  handred,  whom  said  affidavits  had  gtiod.  reason  to  suppose  not  voters  ;'*  tnd 
short  of  this  we  are  onable  to  see  what  sort  of  discrimination  we  can  grant,  assaming 
the  charges  to  be  trne. 

So  of  the  affidavit  of  said  Whit6eld,  that  the  connty  commissioners  were  all  ne- 
groes and  republicans,  and  that  they  discontinued  precincts  which  had  bad  a  demo- 
cratic majority  I  and  that  they  did  not  wait  for  the  only  democratic  member  to  attend 
or  give  affiant  an  opportunity  to  be  present.  If  all  these  things  occurred,  we  are  una- 
ble to  see  what  relief  we  can  grant,  and  these  allegations  seem  out  of  place  before  the 
board. 

The  long  communication  of  William  Scott  does  not  contain  one  single  fact  upon 
which  any  one  would  claim  that  we  can  act  in  purging  the  poll  or  otherwise,  exec  pi 
that  it  states  that  ten  democratic  ballots  were  ioond  in  the  box ;  but  as  it  does  not 
appear  what  treatment  the  box^had  undergone,  or  what  opportunities  for  tampering 
with  it  had  been  afforded,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  act  upon  the  statement. 

The  so-called  bill  of  exception  does  contain  a  statement  that  the  clerk,  Taylor,  said 
that  he  had  kept  the  box  securely ;  but  while  it  is  stated  that  it  was  locked,  it  do^ 
not  appear  that  the  voting-holes  were  closed;  and  as  above  shown,  we  cannot  niter 
the  vote,  as  declared  by  the  return,  upon  vague  statements  of  admission  made  by 
the  clerk ;  but,  as  elsewhere  stated,  we  think  the  five  votes  should  be  allowed  the 
democrats  on  other  proof. 

We  submit  that  we  are  justified  in  speaking  with  some  severity  of  this  report  of 
Supervisor  Scott,  (as  also  of  some  of  the  other  affidavits  and  papers  submitted,)  for  the 
reason  that  it  cannot  be  supposed  by  the  competent  lawyers  in  charge  of  the  contestant^ 
case  that  it  affords  any  basis  ui)on  which  the  board  can  act,  and  its  only  purpose  is 
an  appeal  to  the  outside  world. 

It  appears  by  sufficient  affidavits  that  duly  qualified  and  registered  voters  cast  their 
votes  for  the  democratic  ticket  to  the  number  of  ten  votes  at  poll  No.  1,  at  Monticella 
This  is  the  case  in  which  Scott  says  only  five  democratic  votes  wei'e  counted.  As  only 
five  votes  were  allowed  while  there  were  ten  cast,  five  votes  should  be  added  to  the 
democratic  vote ;  but  we  do  not  think  it  in  accordance  with  the  settled  rules  of  law, 
upon  any  proof  submitted  to  do  anything  more  than  allow  said  votes  to  the  democrats. 

The  report  of  T.  Q.  Clark,  United  States  supervisor  at  poll  2,  does  not  contain  a  single 
fact  upon  which  the  board  can  act. 

The  report  of  Daniel  H.  Bryant,  United  States  supervisor  at  poll  8,  does  not  state 
any  facts  which  can  or  ought  to  change  a  single  vote.  This  so-called  intimidation  by 
speeches  is  no  legal  evidence,  and  the  fact  that  two  ballots  were,  in  his  opinion,  folded 
together  and  cast  by  one  person  is  of  no  consequence,  as  the  law  leaves  to  the  in- 
spectors the  decison  of  this  question. 

'That  ho  demanded  a  clerk  and  the  inspector  would  allow  none  is  of  no  legal  effect. 
To  the  alleged  failure  of  one  of  the  inspectors  to  keep  a  list  for  Bryan,  as  it  is  said  he 
wa$  to  do,  so  of  the  fact  that  the  names  on  the  poll-list  were  five  hundred  and  fourteen 
and  the  votes  were  five  hundred  and  four.    (See  50  M.  H.,  140.) 

So  of  the  affidavit  of  James  H.  Sanders.  It  belongs  to  the  inspectors  to  decide  on 
what  shall  be  done  with  two  ballots  folded  together. 

The  fact  sworn  to  by  Sanders,  that  the  ballots  fell  six  short  of  the  names  on  the  poll- 
list,  tends  strongly  to  show  that  the  inspectors  were  right  as  counting  them  ab  cast 
separately. 

iiryan  says  they  were  ten  less — showing  a  discrepancy  between  the  two. 

Sanders  says  that  six  republican  ballots  were  added  at  poll  8  to  make  the  ballots 
equal  the  poll-list,  although  we  are  far  from  placing  credit  in  these  looso  affidavits. 
We,  in  onr  desire  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  would  deduct  them  from  the  republican  vote. 

The  affidavit  of  Sanders  as  to  Paul  Simous  being  compelled  to  vote  tlie  republican 
ticket  at  poll  8,  we  cannot  consider  as  stating  legal  intimidation,  and  hence  we  make 
no  correction  in  this  respect. 

Sanders  again  swears  that  he  voted  a  democratic  ticket  marked  by  a  blue  pencil,  and 
that  it  was  not  found  or  counted;  we  would  allow  it.  Sanders  again  swears  that  two 
colored  men  voted  twice ;  for  whom  they  voted  he  does  not  say;  the  rest  of* the  affi- 
davit is  worthless. 

The  two  voted  are  to  be  deducted  generally.  The  affidavit  of  George  Severn,  made 
by  mark,  is  worthless,  and  proves  no  material  fact. 

William  Hartsfi<*ld  (by  mark)  swears  that  he  saw  16  persons  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  at  poll  8,  Levy's  store. 

Daniel  H.  Bryan  swears  to  5  more  as  having  voted  the  same  way. 

Five  of  the  aforesaid  say  that  they  voted  as  Toby  Hartsfield  and  Bryan. 

Stephen  Adkinson  also  says  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  that  makes  22  dem- 
ocratic votes  proved. 

None  of  the  above  have  been  stated  to  be  registered  or  qualified  voters,  but  assuming 
that  fact,  it  would  appear  that  21  democratic  votes  were  cast  and  only  19  returned,  and 
here  add  3  democratic  votes. 

William  Bellinger  swears  that  no  notice  of  the  election  was  posted  at  or  near  poll 
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No.  7.    And  also,  that  150  persons  named  voted  the  democratic  ticket.    The  mere  Bu^ 
are  to  post  the  notice  cannot  vitiate  the  poll. 

As  to  the  150  democratic  votes  proved,  it  is  not  stated  that  they  were  registered  or 
qualified  voters.  Bat  assuming  this  to  be  the  fact,  no  relief  is  needed.  As  150  voters 
vfere  actually  counted  for  the  democratic  ticket,  it  is  by  no  means  satisfactorily  proved 
that  this  affiant  had  personal  knowledge  of  how  these  150  voters  voted.  It  seems^ 
strange  that  he  should  know  how  each  one  of  this  large  number  voted. 

But  that  number  of  votes  and  three  more  having  been  allowed  the  democratic  tiek«t^ 
the  insnfficiencv  of  this  proof  need  not  be  insisted  on. 

R.  B.  Whitfield  gives  a  list  of  41  persons  whom  he  says  voted  twice.  His  opinion  a» 
to  bow  they  voted  is  of  no  value.  It  is  not  evidence,  and  especially  is  it  not  in  view 
of  the  fact  claimed  by  contestants,  that  numerous  negroes  voted  the  democratic  ticket.. 
The  rest  of  his  affidavit  is  worthless.  There  are  on  the  registry-list  o£fered  in  evidencer 
by  the  contestants  two  Jim  Andersons,  two  Charles  Andersons,  two  Brisco  Bells,  tw» 
Daniel  Brookses,  two  Charles  Hickses,  two  Sylvester  Moln toshes,  two  Thomas  Smiths^ 
two  Ed.  Williamses,  two  Nelson  Williamses,  and  two  Sam.  Youngs. 

Therefore  as  to  these  10  names,  the  mere  fact  of  their  appearing  on  two  poll-lists  doe» 
not  prove  double  voting,  and  the  number  of  illegal  votes  shown  by  Whitfield  is  there- 
fore only  31,  which  are  to  he  deducted  from  each  party  proportionately,  as  it  does  not- 
appear  in  any  legal  or  sufficient  way  how  they  voted. 

R.  B.  Whitfield  makes  another  affidavit  that  at  poll  9  65  persons  voted  without  bein^ 
registered,  and  be  says  they  voted  the  republican  ticket.  As  he  does  not  give  their 
names,  and  hence  gives  no  opportunity  to  the  other  side  to  verify  his  statements,  we* 
submit  that  no  correction  can  be  made  as  to  these  voters. 

Mr.  Whitfield  again  swears  that  at  9  precincts  he  finds  that  430  persons  voted  w.hose^ 
names  are  not  on  the  democratic  census. 

This  affidavit  is  worthless  so  far  as  enabling  any  correction  of  the  poll  to  be  made» 
and  by  its  looseness  brings  discredit  upon  ail  the  testimony  of  this  witness.  Ht» 
**  believes  they  were  republican  voters  because  he  had  traced  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  dem- 
ocratic ballots  polled  at  said  election  to  the  men  who  voted  them,''  thus  begging  tlid 
very  question  which  he  assumes  to  swear  to. 

John  Parker  swears,  by  mark,  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  poll  9. 

W.  W.  Gilger  swears  that  54  persons  named  in  annexed  list  voted  the  democratic- 
ticket  at  poll  9,  and  he  is  informed  two  more  did. 

Wallace  S.  Jones  swears  to  11  more  (at  same  poll)  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  these  66  pereons  mentioned  by  Parker,  Gilger,  and  Jones^ 
were  registered,  qualified  voters. 

Mere  lack  of  time  makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  examine  the  long  registration-list 
famished  us,  and  the  fact  should  have  been  stated.  But  if  it  appear  that  these  6i 
voters  were  registered,  and  that  that  number  (66)  were  not  returned  as  demooratie^ 
voters  at  their  precinct,  then  they  should  be  allowed,  or  the  excess  over  the  number 
returned  should  be  allowed.  We  have  not  the  precinct- vote  of  poll  No.  9  among  th* 
papers. 

The  additional  affidavits  of  William  Scott,  Oakley  Weller,  &c.,  contain  suspicion* 
and  suggestions  of  evil,  and  show  various  trifling  irregularities ;  but  nothing  what- 
ever which  we  submit  would  justify  the  board  in  making  any  change  in  tlie  veto 
except  the  adding  5  democratic  votes  miscounted  in  poll  1,  which  addition  has  alread  j 
been  made. 

It  is  charged  that  one  polling-place,  being  fixed  at  Beasley's  Store,  was  illegally  and 
without  cause  removed  to  a  place  called  Lickspittle  or  Lickskillet,  some  half-mile  away* 
It  appears  that  the  election  was  regularly  held  at  the  latter  place,  and  there  is  no  sug- 
gestion that  any  one  was  kept  away  by  the  change  or  prevented  from  voting. 

And  the  republican  affidavits  of  Benj.  Dillworth,  one  of  the  county  commissioners^ 
shows  that  Beasley^s  Store  did  not  mean  a  building  merely,  but  a  place  or  hamlet ; 
and  further,  that  Beasley's  Store  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  polls  were  held  in 
the  nearest  vacant  building  in  sight  of  the  store,  the  intermediate  buildings  being 
dwelling-houses  and  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  And  said  building  in  which  the  polls 
were  held  being  in  full  view  of  the  site  of  Baasley's  Store,  and  only  660  feet  distant, 
(see  affidavit  of  Dillworth,)  we  submit  that  the  poll  should  not  be  rejected  for  that 
reason. 

One  Dunham  swears  that  William  Paine  at  first  said  that  he  *'  had  not  been  registered 
this  year,"  but  afterward  came  and  swore  in  his  vote,  and  deponent  says  that  said 
Paine  *'  does  not  appear  in  the  registry."  It  is  not  shown  for  whom  he  voted.  This  is 
not  sufficient  to  reject  his  vote.  He  need  not  have  been  registered  'Hhis  year"  to  en- 
able him  to  vote,  and  the  fact  that  his  name  *^  does  not  appear  in  the  registry ''  does 
not  show  that  his  name  had  not  been  on  the  list,  and  been  improperly  erased,  in  which 
ease  he  might  rightfully  swear  in  his  vote.  We  do  not  deduct  it.  In  many  of  the 
above  cases  in  which  illegal  votes  have  been  proved,  without  its  being  shown  for  whom 
they  were  caet.  it  is  proper,  as  above  shown,  to  deduct  them  generally,  that  is,  from 
each  party  proportionately,  and  in  some  oases  such  votes  to  be  deducted  are  one  or  twd 
or  three  only,  and  hence  cannot  be  proportioned. 
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f  We  submit  that  it  U  best  to  aggregate  all  votes  which  are  to  be  deducted  generally* 
and  to  dednct  them  accordingly  from  the  vot«  of  the  whole  coanty,  instead  of  the  SdT- 
«ral  precincts.  Otherwise  small  lots  of  votes  which  cannot  be  proportioned  cannot  be 
deducted  at  all. 

As  to  the  varions  irregularities  sworn  to  by  Scott  and  others,  we  submit  that  they 
are  not  sufficient  to  cause  the  rejection  of  the  whole  poll  or  any  precinct. 

It  is  well  settled  that  a  whole  poll  should  not  ordinarily  be  rejected  unless  upon 
proof  of  such  violation  of  law,  or  such  misconduct  upon  the  part  of  election-oflScen 
as  will  raibe  a  presumption  in  the  minds  of  fair  men  that  the  result  has  been  tampered 
with,  or  that  there  has  been  fraud. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  of  the  irregularities  proved  in  this  county  show  any  in- 
tentional misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  election-officers,  or  bring  the  case  within  the 
proper  rule. 

We  have  thus  criticized  the  democratic  charges  against  the  oonnty  npon  their  face, 
and  without  the  opposing  affidavits,  (except  in  the  one  case  of  Beasley's  Store,)  and 
some  of  the  facts  proved  may  be  contradicted  by  the.  other  side.  But  upon  the  face 
of  the  democratic  case,  we  would  correct  the  poll  as  follows,  subject  to  further  correc- 
tion after  the  republican  proof  is  all  in  : 

Vote  as  per  returns,  republican 2,660     Democratic 739 

Dednct   as  above  from  republican 
vote 26     Add  democratic  vote 9 


2,634  746 

Deduct  the  republican  proportion 
of  46  votes  as  to  which  it  is  not 
shown  how  they  voted 34     Deduct  proportion  of  said  46  votes.         9 

Republican  vote 2,600  737 

Democratic  vote 736     Deduct  1  nonresident  vote  in  poll  6.  1 

Republican  majority 1,864  736 

The  republican  affidavits  fully  rebut  the  story  of  Scott  and  others  as  to  the  unfair- 
ness and  irregularity  of  the  election,  and  they  fully  explain  the  alleged  change  of  the 
polling-place  at  Beasley^s  Store. 

The  foregoing  is  submitted  from  the  face  of  the  democratic  specifications  and  exhib- 
its.   In  further  answer  we  say : 

First.  The  affidavits  of  William  Beasley  and  Benj.  Dillworth  effectually  dispose  of 
the  objection  to  the  location  of  the  poll  at  Beasley's  Store.  They  show  how  the 
change  came  about,  and  particularly  that  the  name  Beasley^s  Store  had  reference  to  a 
locality,  not  a  house.    To  the  same  effect  see  the  affidavit  of  J.  D.  Cole. 

Second.  As  to  the  general  allegation  by  the  contestants  of  a  republican  conspiracy 
to  perpetrate  fraud  in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  the  charge  is  disposed  of  by  the 
affidavits  of  James  Bell,  judge  of  the  county  court ;  M.  J.  Taylor,  clerk  of  tbe  circuit 
court;  S.  B.  Baldwin,  deputy  clerk;  Benjamin  Dilworthy,  John  Hays,  S.  B.  Baldwin, 
county  commissioner;  J.  D.  Cole,  collector  of  revenue ;  Robert  Meachem,  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction. 

Third.  That  the  election  at  precinct  No.  2  was  fairly  conducted  is  shown  by  affida- 
vits of  J.  D.  Thompson,  an  inspector  at  that  precinct. 

Fourth.  That  the  election  at  precinct  No.  3,  Monticello,  was  held  in  conformitV  to 
law,  and  fairly  conducted,  is  established  by  the  affidavits  of  J.  M.  Gaitwood  and  S.  B. 
Baldwin,  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct. 

Fifth.  That  the  election  at  precinct  No.  1.  Monticello,  was  properly  and  legally  coo- 
ducted  in  every  res)>ect  is  shown  by  the  affidavits  of  Moses  J.  Taylor,  Benjamin  Dil- 
worthy, inspectoi's  at  the  said  preciut,  and  Joseph  Dallis,  Alexander  Rames,  Charles 
Scott,  and  elevei^  others. 

Sixth.  The  complaints  that  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  could  not  be  ob- 
tained to  certain  pretended  lists  of  persons  alleged  to  be  convicted  of  crimes,  but  who 
were  allowed  to  vote,  according  to  the  allegation  of  contestants,  is  assumed  by  the  affi- 
davits of  Moses  J.  Taylor,  clerk,  aad  Stur^ess  B.  Baldwin,  his  deputy,  by  which  it  is 
made  to  appear  that  there  was  not  a  day  since  the  election  when  the  clerk's  certificate 
was  not  obtainable  upon  request  to  any  matter  of  record  iu  the  office  of  tbe  clerk. 

Seventh.  It  is  charged  by  the  democratic  electors  that  a  large  number  of  minors  were 
allowed  to  vote  at  several  precincts,  of  whom  a  pretended  list  of  names  is  given."*^ 

In  answer  the  contestants  say  that  of  those  so  charged  by  name  the  following  are 
proven  to  have  been  of  full  age,  to  wit: 

Precinct  No.  7,  Joseph  Norton,  by  the  affidavit  of  his  father,  George  Norton  ;  Sam- 
uel Boxey,  by  the  affidavit  of  George  Boxey,  his  brother;  Nero  Brown,  by  affidavit  of 
himself;  Major  Walden,  by  affidavit  of  his  father,  William  Walden. 
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Precinct  No.  3. — Isaac  Brown,  by  affidavit  of  his  father.  Glass  Brown ;  Ben.  Sherman, 
by  affidavit  of  his  father,  Limbrick  Sherman ;  Wade  Barney,  by  affidavit  of  his  father, 
Stephen  Barney. 

Precinct  No.  7. — Arthur  Allen,  by  affidavit  of  his  father,  Frank  Allen. 

Precinct  No.  8. — William  Morris,  by  his  own  affidavit. 

Precinct  No.  9.— Richard  Redmond,  by  affidavit  of  his  father,  Pickens  Redmond ; 
Prince  Gcthner,  by  affidavit  of  Pickens  Lillman ;  William  Henry,  by  affidavit  of  his 
father ;  Joseph  Delancy,  by  affidavit  of  his  father ;  Angus  McCarthy,  by  affidavit  of  his 
father ;  Joseph  McCrary,  by  affidavit  of  his  father ;  Geo.  Williams,  by  affidavit  of  his 
father ;  Everett  Jackson,  by  affidavit  of  his  father ;  Montrose  and  Bamett  Monroe,  by 
affidavit  of  their  father ;  Jeff.  Marks,  by  affidavit  of  Agnes  Leon ;  Tem.  Appleton,  by 
affidavit  of  his  father ;  Peter  L.  Damont,  by  affidavit  of  his  fother ;  William  Royal  Gate- 
wood,  bv  affidavit  of  Prince  Tillman. 

In  aU*23. 

^^^A.— As  to  the  charges  that  at  precinct  No.  3,  Monti  cello.  6ve  Georgians  illegally 
voted.  This  is  disposed  of  by  the  affidavits  of  I.  W.  Gillwood  and  S.  B.  Baldwin,  in- 
spectors at  said  precinct,  they  swearing  particularly  that  no  illegal  voting  was  done 
there,  and  stating  how  they  knew  it. 

Alnf  A.— The  contestees  show  next  that  John  Hodge  and  Bryan  Einsay  voted  at  pre- 
cinct No.  6,  Elizabeth  church,  they  being  non-residents;  appears  by  affidavits  of  James 
Wiggins,  Robert  Dickinson,  Thomas  Greenwood,  Jesse  A.  Walker,  and  Henry  A.  San- 
ders. 

Tenth, — It  is  charged  that  seven  Georgians  voted  at  precinct  No.  1,  Monticello.  This 
is  effectually  answered  by  the  affidavits  of  Moses  J.  Taylor  and  Benj.  Dil worth,  inspect- 
ors at  said  precinct. 

Wherefore  the  contestees  claim  that  there  should  be  deducted  from  the  list  of  minors 
alleged  to  have  voted  the  republican  ticket,  twenty-three. 

The  contestees  also  claim  a  deduction  from  the  total  democratic  vote  of  two  non-res- 
idents alleged  to  have  voted  at  precinct  No.  6,  and  seven  Georgians  alleged  to  have 
voted  at  precinct  No.  1. 

Total  deduction  asked  by  contestees,  thirty-seven,  (37,)  leaving  in  behalf  of  contest- 
ants a  total  deduction  of  twenty- two  (22)  from  whole  republican  vote  on  account  of 
minority  and  non-residence. 

22   FLA* 
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List  of  regUtared  electors — Jefferson  County. 


Aaron,  Flandy 
Aaron,  Prince 
Aaron,  Prince 
Aaron,  Temaa 
Aaron,  Tom 
Aaron,  William 
Aaron,  William  W 
Ackeridge,  Henry 
Ackerman,  Ned 
Adams,  James  P 
Adams,  Phillip 
Adams,  Samnel 
Adams,  Stephen 
Adams,  Tom 
Adams,  Tom 
Adams,  Tom 
Adkins,  Ephraim 
Adkins,  Green 
Adkins,  Governor 
Adkins,  Isaac 
Adkins,  Jim 
Adkins,  Lisbon 
Adkins,  Minns 
Adkins,  Washington 
Adkinson,  Alex 
Adkinson,  Stephen 
Adkinson,  John 
Adkinson,  Henry 
Aikens,  Wilson 
Aikens,  Isaih 
Aikens,  Prince 
Aldridge,  John  M 
Aldridge  John 
Alexander,  Amos 
Alexander,  Arch 
Alexander,  Caifray 
Alexander,  Calhoun 
Alexander,  Carlton 
Alexander,  Clem 
Alexander,  Cudge 
Alexander,  Curtis 
Alexander,  Clem 
Alexander,  Edmond 
Alexander,  Ellis 
Alexander,  Elmore 
Alexander,  England 
Alexander,  Frank 
Alexander,  Henry 
Alexander,  Henry 
Alexander,  Jerry 
Alexander,  John 
Alexander,  John 
Alexander,  John 
Alexander,  John 
Alexander,  John 
Alexander,  Joseph 
Alexander,  Kersey 
Alexander,  Robert 
Alexander,  S.  B. 
Alexander,  Sam 
Alexander,  Temple 
Alexander,  Wilson 
Allen,  Arthur 
Allen,  Archie 
Allen,  Baltimore 
Allen,  Bill 
Alien,  Bob 
Alleu,D.H. 


Allen,  Frank 
Allen,  George 
Allen,  Gilbert 
Allen,  John 
AUen,J.T. 
Allen,  Louis 
Allen,  Perry 
Allen,  Perry 
Allen,  Peter 
Allen,  Randall 
Allen,  Robert 
Allen,  Soott 
Allen,  W.M. 
Alman,  Jeff. 
Alston,  Anson 
Alston,  Arthur 
Alston,  Bob 
Alston  Charles 
Alston,  Elijah 
Alston,  Eliiah 
Alston,  Luke 
Alston,  Robert 
Alston,  W. 
Ambers,  John 
Ambrose,  John 
Ambrose,  Whiston 
Ammons,  William 
Amos,  Madison 
Anderson,  Abe 
Anderson,  Albert 
Anderson,  Ben 
Anderson,  Berry 
Anderson,  Charles 
Anderson,  Charles 
Anderson,  C.  C. 
Anderson,  Cook 
Anderson,  David 
Anderson,  Dolphus 
Anderson,  E.  W. 
Anderson,  Gage 
Anderson,  Garrett 
Anderson,  George 
Anderson,  George 
Anderson,  George 
Anderson,  Henry 
Anderson,  Henry 
Anderson,  James 
Anderson,  James 
Anderson,  J.  D. 
Anderson,  Jim 
Anderson,  Jim 
Anderson,  Joe 
Anderson,  Joe 
Anderson,  Joseph 
Anderson,  Joseph 
Anderson,  John 
Anderson,  John  W. 
Anderson,  John 
Anderson,  Judge 
Anderson,  Mitchell 
Anderson,  Mingo 
Anderson,  Mose 
Anderson,  Morris 
Anderson,  Moses 
Anderson,  Thomas 
Anderson,  Tom 
Anderson,  Tom 
Anderson,  Washing'n 


Anderson,  Win  field 
Anderson,  William 
Andrews,  Absalom 
Andrews,  Enoch 
Andrews,  James 
Andrews,  James 
Andrews,  J.  J. 
Andrews,  Lewis 
Andrews,  Nero 
Andrews,  Richard 
Anthony,  John 
Anthony,  Madison 
Appenzeller,  Charles 
Applewhite,  Berry 
Applewhite,  Berry 
Applewhite,  Benj. 
Applewhite,  Benj. 
Applewhite,  Mike 
Arendell,  C.  G. 
Arendell,W.H. 
Arman,  Jack 
Armstead,  Lucius 
Armstrong,  (^eorge 
Armstrong,  John 
Armstrong,  Watson 
Ataly,  Jim 
Atkins,  Isaac 
Atkins,  James 
Atkins,  John 
Atkinson,  C.  A. 
Atkinson,  Henry 
Atkinson,  Levy 
Atkinson,  James 
Atkinson,  Jesse  R. 
Atkinson,  Levi 
Atkinson,  Levi 
Atkinson,  Asa 
Augustine,  Ctesar 
Augustine,  John 
Augustus,  Jerry 
Austin,  Anderson 
Austin,  John  C. 
Austin,  Wm. 
Adams,  Isaac 
Alexander,  Adam 
Alexander,  Clement 
Allegood,  Alloc 
Amos,  Madison 

B. 

Bagley,  Berry 
Bailey,  Allen 
Bailey,  Ansell 
Bailey,  B.W. 
Bailey,  Burton  B. 
Bailey,  Cfesar 
Bailey,  E.  B. 
Bailey,  Henry 
Bailey,  H.  C. 
Bailey,  Jackson 
Bailey,  Jeff. 
Bailey,  John 
Bailey,  Jim 
Bailey,  Moses 
Bailey,  H.  J. 
Bailey,  Wm. 
Bailey,  W.B. 
Bains,  Levi 


Baker,  Antony 
Baker,  B.L. 
Baker,  Charley 
Baker,  Gus 
Baker,  John 
Baker,  William 
Baldwin,  T.B. 
Ball,  Alexander 
Ball,  Alexander 
Ballard,  Isaac 
Ballard,  Reuben 
Banks,  Bella 
Banks,  Harry 
Banks,  Henj^ 
Banks,  M^jor 
Barber,  Scipio 
Barkus,  Johu 
Barnes,  B.  F. 
Barnes,  Jesse 
Barnes,  Mack 
Barnes,  Sam 
Barrington,  A.  W. 
Barrington,  A.  F. 
Barrington,  Ed.  P. 
Barrington,  Frank 
Barrington,  J.  R. 
Barrington,  Richard 
Barrington,  Scipio 
Barrington,  Wilson 
Barton,  Fred 
Barwick,  Wiley  A. 
Basch,  Herman 
Basse tt,  Robert 
Bassy,  Jim 
Bassy,  James 
Bates,  Henry . 
Baugh,  James 
Baugh,  Thomas 
Bazemore,  Josiah  T. 
Beady,  Nero 
Beady,  John 
Beatty,  John 
Beatty,  Nero 
Beatty,  Sheppard 
Beazley,  A.  A. 
Beazley,  Adam 
Beazley,  C.  J. 
Beazley,  Mose 
Beazlev,  William 
Bedrock,  Robin 
Bell,  Andrew 
Bell,  Ben 
Bell,  Billy 
Bell,  Brisco 
Bell,  Dick 
Bell,  Brisco 
Bell,  Jack 
Bell,  James 
Bell,  Jim 
Bell,  Joe 
Bell,  Joseph 
Bell,  John 
Bell,  March 
Bell,  Moses 
Bell,  Sam 
Bell,  Samuel 
Bell.Wm.K 
Bell,  Wm. 
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Bell,  Wm. 
Bellamy,  Aldridge 
Bellamy,  Antony 
Bellamy,  Asa 
Bellamy,  Ben 
Bellamy,  Bethel 
Bellamy,  B.W. 
Bellamy,  Caesar 
Bellamy,  Cfesar 
Bellamy,  Csesar 
Bellamy,  Coraelios 
Bellamy,;Codjoe,  sen. 
Bellamy,  Cart 
Bellamy,  Daniel  S.  D. 
Bellamy,  Emannel 
Bellamy,  Friday 
Bellamy,  Gabe 
Bellamy,  George 
Bellamy,  Gibbs 
Bellamy,  Henry 
Bellamy,  Henry 
Bellamy,  Jim 
Bellamy,  Joe 
Bellamy,  Joseph 
Bellamy,  John 
Bellamy,  John 
Bellamy,  John 
Bellamy,  John 
Bellamy,  Maxey 
Bellamy,  Mingo 
Bellamy,  Mose 
Bellamy,  Morris 
Bellamy,  Nero 
Bellamy,  Page 
Bellamy,  Pi^e 
Bellamy,  Prince 
Bellamy,  R.  A. 
Bellamy,  Randall 
Bellamy,  Richard 
Bellamy,  Robert 
Bellamy,  Robinson 
Bellamy,  Samnel 
Bellamy,  Soipio 
Bellamy,  Snrry 
Bellamy,  Tony 
Bellamy,  William 
Bellamy,  Wm. 
Bellinger,  Dick 
Bellinger,  William 
Benjamin,  Isaac 
Bently,  Albert 
Bently,  Cleff 
Bemhard,  Henry 
Berry,  EUick 
Berry,  H  H 
Berry,  Richard 
Beville,  May 
Beville,  R  R 
Bevens,  Aleck 
Beverly,  Fred 
Bingham,  James 
Bird,  Charles 
Bird,  Daniel 
Bird,  Ishmael 
Bird,  Jacob 
Bird,  Jacob 
Bird,  James 
Bird,  Jim 
Bird,  Mathew 
Bird,TL 


Bird,  W  A 
Birce,W  C 
Bisbee,  Joseph 
Bishop,  Calvin 
Bishop,  David 
Bishop,  George 
Bishop,  Hillary 
Bishop,  Hillary 
Bishop,  Lanseme 
Bishop,  Martin 
Bishop,  Oliver 
Bishop,  Wm  V 
Black,  Henry 
Black,  Carolina 
Blackburn,  Ben  L 
Blackbnrn,  Joe  E 
Blackbnrn,  Lewis 
Blackburn,  Wm.  A 
Black,  Mingo 
Blackledge,  Moses 
Blacksdear,  Wm. 
Blake,  Abe 
Blake,  David 
Blake,  John 
Blake,  Joseph,  sr. 
Blake,  Marshare 
Blake,  Monday 
Blake,  Nelson 
Blake,  Prince 
Blake,  Reuben 
Blake,  Wm. 
Blake,  W 
Blake.  J 

Blackington,  John 
Bleachington,  8  D 
Blitch,  K  S    . 
Blocher,  Chanes 
Blocher,  Charles 
Blecher,  Class 
Blecher,  Jesse 
Blecher,  John 
Blecher,  Meredith 
Blecher,  Wm. 
Blood,  Dan 
Bloodwith,  Abram 
Bloodwith,  Bethel 
Bloodwith,  Butler 
Bloodwith,  Butler 
Boatman,  Ciesar 
Boatman,'  Elijah 
Boatman,  Lewis 
Boatright,  John 
Bodow,JC 
Boer,  Everett 
Bolden,  John 
Bolen,  Henry  S 
Bolen,A  J 
Bolen,  James 
Boman,  Eaton 
Boman,  Wm. 
Boman,  Morris 
Bond,  Aleck 
Bond,  Jesse 
Bonds,  Alexander 
Bonds,  H  J 
Bonham,  Eain 
Bonner,  Daniel 
Booker,  Wm 
Booky,  John 
Bookey,  Joe 


Booth,  Wm.G 
Boone,  Jesse 
Bose,  Edward 
Bose,  Guy 
Bosen,  Anderson 
Boss,  Thomas 
Bostick,  Hilton 
Bostick,  W  W 
Bostwick,  Adam 
Bott,SC 
Bonn,  Simon 
Bowen,Wm.,  sr. 
Bowman  Bill 
Bowman,  Eaton 
Bowman,  Edward 
Bowman,  Heniy 
Bowman,  Morris 
Bowie,  Everett 
Boyd,  Racy 
Bozeman,  Isaac 
Bozeman,  Jack 
Bozeman,  Jack 
Bozeman,  James 
Bozeman,  Jim 
Bozeman,  Wm. 
Braden,  Robert 
Braden,  W  H 
Bradley,  Adison 
Bradley,  C  A 
Bradley,  Charles 
Bradley,  Dnrant 
Bradley,  Henry 
Bradley,  Henry 
Bradley,  Hobert 
Bradley,  Jeff. 
Bradley,  John 
Bradley,  Nero 
Bradley,  Newry 
Bradley,  Robert 
Bradley,  Sharper 
Bradley,  Wm 
Bradshaw,  W  J 
Bramlet,  W  L 
Branch,  Anthony 
Branch,  Isaiah 
Branch,  John 
Branch,  Silas 
Bramford,  Gia 
Brannon,  Bishop 
Brannon,  Henry 
Brantly,  Spencer 
Braswell,  T  J 
Braswell,  G  W 
Braswell,  T  N 
Brickie,  Richard 
Bridger,  Emanuel 
Bridger,  Wm 
Bright,  Dennis 
Bright,  Joe 
Brimon,  M 
Brittle,  G  F 
Brittle,  John 
Brittle,  John  H 
Brittle,  W  F 
Brockenborongh,Nel- 

son 
Brooken borough 

Mitchell 
Brocken borough 

Shad'h 


Brodie,  Wm 
Bronson,  Benjamin 
Brookey,  Joe 
Brookin,  Allen 
Brookim,  Benjamin 
Brookim,  James  M 
Brookim,  Rafe 
Brookim,  Simon 
Brookim,  Singleton 
Brookim,  Thomas 
Brooks,  Abram 
Brooks,  Abram 
Brooks,  Aaron 
Brooks,  Alexander 
Brooks,  Allen 
Brooks,  Allen 
Brooks,  Andrew 
Brooks,  Andrew 
Brooks,  Bugess 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Daniel 
Brooks,  Daniel 
Brooks,  Dave 
Brooks,  Edward 
Brooks,  Frank 
Brooks,  Frank 
Brooks,  George 
Brooks,  George 
Brooks,  Henry 
Brooks,  Henry 
Brooks,  Henry 
Brooks,  Irvin 
Brooks,  James 
Brooks,  James 
Brooks,  Jerry 
Brooks,  Jesse 
Brooks,  John 
Brooks,  John 
Brooks,  John  Tyler 
Brooks,  Jordan 
Brooks,  Joseph 
Brooks,  Jordan 
Brooks,  J.  A. 
Brooks,  K.  W. 
Brooks,  J.  W. 
Blocks,  Lncien 
Brooks,  Milton 
Brooks,  Moses 
Brooks,  Ned 
Brooks,  Nat 
Brooks,  Noffler 
Brooks,  Romeo 
Brooks,  R.  W. 
Brooks,  Shannon 
Brooks,  Virgil 
Brooks,  Whitfield 
Brooks,  Willis 
Brooks,  Willis 
Brooten,  Abram 
Brown,  Abram 
Brown,  James 
Brown,  A.  J. 
Brown,  Albert 
Brown,  Andrew 
•  Brown,  Anthouy 
Brown,  Armstead 
,  Brown,  Bob 

Brown,  Byard 
,  Brown,  Caleb 
Brown,  Clydus 
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BrowD,  Cane 
Brown,  Doaglass 
Brown,  Emanuel 
Brown,  Garrison 
Brown,  Glass 
Brown,  Hardy 
Brown,  Henry 
Brown,  Henry 
Brown,  Henry 
Brown,  Isaac 
Brown,  Isaiah 
Brown,  Jackson 
Brown,  James 
Brown,  Jerry 
Brown,  Joe 
Brown,  John 
Brown,  Lewis 
Brown,  Louis 
Brown,  March 
Brown,  Nero 
Brown,  Oliver 
Brown,  Prince 
Brown,  Peter 
Brown,  Paul 
Brown,  Peter 
Brown,  Robert 
Brown,  Rivers 
Brown,  Shach 
Brown,  Sam 
Brown,  Storey 
Brown,  Scipio 
Brown,  Scott 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tom 
Brown,  Tom 
Brown,  Toney 
Brown,  Wash 
Brown,  Wilson 
Brown,  William 
Brown,  W.  H. 
Broxoy,  Brown 
Broxey,  Brown 
Broxey,  George 
Broxey,  Hall 
Broxey,  Paul 
Broxey,  Richard 
Broxey,  Samuel 
Brunson,  Ben 
Brunson,  Mansfield 
Bryan,  Jackson 
Bryao,  J.  C. 
Bryan,  Jim  B. 
Bryan,  John  L. 
Bryant,  N.  C. 
Bryant,  Aaron 
Bryant,  Albert 
Bryant,  Calvin 
Bryant,  Daniel  H. 
Bryant,  Ellis. 
Bryant,  George 
Bryant,  John 
Bryant,  Moses 
Bryant,  Pinckney 
Bryant,  Pleas 
Bryant,  R.  B. 
Brvant,  Wesley 
Brnden,  Abram 
Brum  ley.  Baptist 
Brnmley,  Jim 
Buchanan,  F.  T. 


Buchanan,  F.  T. 
Buck,  Freeman 
Buck,  Henderson 
Buck,  Thornton,  sr. 
Bucky,  Bryan 
Buckey,  Joe 
Buckner,  Ephraim 
Budd,  James 
Budd,  J.  T.,  sr. 
Budd,  J.  T. 
Buggs,  Bob 
Buggs,  Ephraim 
Buggs,  George 
Buggs,  Isaac 
Buggs,  Joseph 
Buggs,  Richard 
Buggs,  Roberts 
Buggs,  Stanley 
Bugbee,  B.  M. 
Bunt,  W.  E. 
Burcb,  Robert 
Burdorf,  Mahlon 
Bush,  Charley 
Bushes,  Sam 
Berkert,  Sam 
Bennett,  Charles 
Beuhett,  Giles 
Burkett,  Prince 
Burnett,  Ceaser 
Burnett,  Edward 
Burnett,  Levi 
Burney,  Abram 
Bumey,  Arthur 
Burney,  Allen 
Bumy,  Ceaser 
Bnmy,  Frank 
Bumey,  Gabe 
Bumey,  George 
Burney,  Henry 
Bumey,  Henry 
Bumey,  Horace 
Bumey,  Jacob 
Bumey,  Jim 
Burny,  John 
Bumey,  Lee 
Burny,  Richmond 
Bumey,  Robert 
Burney,  Sandy 
Bumey,  Stephen 
Bumey,  Thomas 
Burney,  Wade 
Bums,  Kit 
Bums,  Lee 
Bums,  M.  C. 
Burns,  Peter 
Burton,  Charles 
Bush,  E.  B. 
Butts,  Aberdeen 
Butler,  Abram 
Butler,  Ben 
Butler,  Ben 
Butler,  Capus 
Butler,  Chambers 
Butler,  Columbus 
Butler,  Clem 
Butler,  Dick 
Butler,  Eph 
Butler,  Gabe 
Butler,  Gabriel 
Butler,  Henry 


Butler,  Billiard 
Butler,  John 
Butler,  Joseph 
Butler,  J.  S. 
Butler,  Davy 
Butler,  Luke 
Butler,  Mack 
Butler,  Mat 
Butler,  Mark 
Butler,  Michael 
Butler,  Napoleon 
Butler,  Pickum 
Butler,  Simon 
Butler,  Solomon 
Butler,  Sol 
Butler,  Thomas 
Butler,  W^ashiugton 
Butler,  W^esley 
Butler,  William 
Bngbee,  B.  M. 
Bysbot,  John 
Byshot,  Joseph 
By  thewood.  Marshal 
By  the  wood,  Toney 
Bargam,  Jackson 
Blake,  Hewey 
Blake,  W.  R. 
Bond,  Samuel 
Bracher,  J.  T. 
Brookin,  Thomas 
Brown,  Harry 
Brown,  H.  B. 
Brown*  Pearoe 
Brooks,  Jeft' 


Correll,  Hiram 
Cozens,  William 
Cox,  Toney 
Craddock,  P  O 
Craney,  Providence 
Crarey,  B  D 
Cresswell,  William 
Crier,  Andrew 
Cromady,  Allen 
Cromady,  Daniel 
Cromady,  Mose 
Croom,  A  C 
Croom,  Bryant 
Croom,  Cyrus 
Croom,  George  A 
Croom,  Daniel 
Croom,  Dick 
Croom,  G  A 
Croom,  Hardy  C 
Croom,  Joseph 
Croom,  Josiah 
Croom,  Mose 
Croom,  Ned 
Croom,  Richard 
Croom,  Simon 
Crosby,  Tom  W 
Crumley,  Berry 
Cummings,  Cesar 
Cummings,  Dick 
Cummings,  Isaac 
CummincFs,  J 
Gumming,  Joshua 
Culpeper,  Cassius 


Culpeper,  Cornelias 
Culpeper,  Nathan 
Culver,  Levi 
Cuthbert,  Isaac  J 
Cuthbert,  John  A 
Cuthbert,  Oscar 
Curtis,  Henry 
Curtis,  Spenoer 
Cuyler,  Cesar 
Cuyler,  Dawkins 
Cuyler,  Dublin 
Cuyler,  Dublin 
Cuyler,  George 
Cuyler,  Sam 
Cuyler,  Paul 
Campbell,  Ed 
Campbell,  Thomas 
Carlton,  Peter 
Cassiday,  J  N 
Centre,  Oliver 
Chaplin,  Paul 
Chester,  Philip 
Clair,  Griffin 
Colman,  George 
Colman,  Henry 
Colman,  Jackson 
Colman,  Jamee 
Colman,  Lnndy 
Colman,  Nelson 
Colman,  Nelson. 
Colman,  Philip 
Colman,  Richard 
Colman,  Sandy 
Colman,  Wesley 
Colman,  William 
Collins,  Adram 
Collins,  Billiard 
Collins,  Henry 
Collins,  Jim 
Collins,  J  B 
Collins,  John 
Collins,  Morris 
Collins,  Robert 
Collins,  Wilson 
Colson,  Bird 
Colson,  G  W 
Commodore,  Stephen 
Cone,  Arnold,  sr. 
Cone,  Arnold  jr. 
Conej,  W  B 
Conifie,  Patrick 
Connell,  D  G 
Connell,  J  T 
Connell,  W  J 
Connell,  WUliam  T. 
Conoway,  Gabe 
Conoway,  Joe 
Conoway,  Rafe 
Conoway,  Thomas 
Conoway,  Williaui 
Cook,  Isaiah 
Cook,  Jim 
Cooks,  Aaron 
Cooks,  Pestns 
Cooks,  Ralph 
Cooksey,  J  P 
Cooney,  Albert 
Cooper,  Augustus 
Cooper,  Abram 
Cooper,  Eben 
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Cooper,  John 
Cooper,  John 
Cooper,  J  F 
Cooper,  Jonas 
Cooper,  Mathifts 
Cooper,  Nick 
Cooper,  Tobe 
Cooper,  W.  B 
Corbitt,  York 
Clayton,  G  B 
Clayton,  John  J 
Clayton,  J  B 
Clayton,  Levi 
Clayton,  Thomas 
Clayton,  Randall 
Clayton,  Samnel 
Clayton,  David 
Clond,  Albert 
Clond,  Charles 
demons,  Edward 
demons,  Georse 
Clinton,  Ephranam 
Coachman,  Lawrence 
Cobb,  David 
Cobb,  J  V  W 
Cobb,  Jim 
Cobb,  Jim 
Cobb,  Lee 
Cobb,  Oscar 
Cobb,  Levi 
Cobb,  Richmond 
Cobb,  Richard 
Cobb,  Samnel  A 
Cobb,  Tampa 
Cobb,  Turner 
Cobb,  Richard 
Cochran,  H  A 
Coe,  Richard 
Coggins,  William 
Coggins,  James 
Cogger,  Ben 
Coggs,  Eke 
Cook,  Ned 
Cole,  Anthony 
Cole,  Anthony 
Cole,  Davy 
Cole,  Doc 
Cole,  Doctor 
Cole,  Harrison 
Cole,  James 
Cole,  J  D 
Cole,  Nathan 
Coles,  Harrison 
Coles,  Richard 
Coles,  Theodore 
Coles,  James 
Coles,  Tacker 
Coleman,  Archie 
Coleman,  Ben 
Coleman,  Ben 
Coleman,  Caleb 
Coleman,  Dan 
Coleman,  Dave 
Coleman,  David 
Coleman,  George 
Channy,  Jerry 
Chaplin,  Pan! 
Chapman,  R  C 
Chapman,  William 
Chappell,  James 


Charles,  Isaac 
Charles,  Manders 
Chase,  Lewis 
Chase,  Martin         * 
Chase,  Thomas 
Chase,  Thomas  J 
Chason,  R  C 
Chasteen,  J  M 
Chasteen,  Pierce 
Chandoin,  Leander 
Cherry,  Comelious 
Cherry,  Elijah 
Cherry,  Elijah 
Cherry,  Floyd 
Cherry,  Morris 
Chesner,  Daniel 
Chester,  A  A 
Chestnut,  John 
China,  Isaac 
Chism,  Anthony 
Chism,  Emanuel 
Chism,  Joe 
Chism,  Simon 
Christie,  J  B 
Christopher,  Irvin 
Clair,  Nelson 
Clair,  Richard 
Clark,  Abram 
Clark,  Ed 
Clark,  Ed 
Clark,  George 
Clark,  G  K 
Clark,  Cyrus 
Clark,  Henry 
Clark,  Henry 
Clark,  James 
Clark,  Jerry 
Clark,  J  M 
Clark,  J  W 
Clark,  Joshua 
Clark,  Leon  B 
Clark,  Lewis 
Clark,  M  J 
Clark,  Nathan 
Clark,  Ned 
Clark,  Robert 
Clark,  R  P 
Clark,  W  H 
Clarke,  T  L 
Clay,  A  R 
Clay,  Henry 
Cainrow,  William 
Calahan,  James 
Calhoun,  Doctor 
Calhoun,  Jim 
Calhoun,  James 
Canada,  Chancy 
Canaga,  Henry 
Cane,  Charles 
Cane,  John 
Cambric,  Lewis 
Cambridge,  Ford 
Cambridge,  John 
Cambridge,  Lewisi 
Cambridge,  Peter 
Cambridge,  Wright 
Campbell,  Ben. 
Campbell,  Peter 
Campbell,  Sandy 
Campbell,  Waddy 


Campbell,  Walter 
Campbell,  W.W. 
Cardie,  Henry 
Carlisle,  W.M. 
Carman,  J.  M 
Carmichael,  H. 
Carmine,  J.  R. 
Carr,  Edward 
Carr,  Elias 
Carr,  George 
Carr,  George 
Carr,  Joe 
Carr,  Ned 
Carr,  Wash 
Carroll,  C.  T. 
Carroll,  J.  B. 
CarroU,Ned 
Carson,  William 
Carter,  Chambers 
Carter,  C.  A. 
Carter,  Dick 
Carter,  Friday 
Carter,  Friday 
Carter,  Isaac 
Carter,  Ipsom 
Carter,  James  F. 
Carter,  William 
Cary,  William 
Cash,  William  H. 
Cash,  William  L. 
Cason,  Cubit 
Cason,  William 
Cason  n.  Handy 
Cato,  Washington 
Caves,  W.  H. 
Chambers,  Dick 
Chambers,  Edward 
Clair,  Thomas 
Coggins,  Thomas 
Cooper,  July 
Cooper,  WiUis 
Cowgill,  James 
Coggins  James 

p. 

Daily,  David 
Dallas,  Albert 
Dallas,  Albert 
Dallas,  Anthony 
Dallas,  Felix 
Dallas,  Joe 
Dallas,  Joe 
Dallas,  Joseph 
Dallas  Mose 
Dallas,  Ned 
Dallas,  Robert 
Dallas,  Scipio 
Damon,  Joe 
Damon,  Lawrence 
Damon,  Peter 
Darby,  John 
Daniel,  Henry 
Daniel  Irwin 
Daniel,  Ransome 
Daniels,  Colman 
Daniels,  Irvin 
Daniels,  Jackson 
Daniels,  Dennis 
Damon,  Joe 


Damon,  Lawrence 
Damon,  Peter 
Darby,  John 
David,  John 
Davis,  Aaron 
Davis,  Adam 
Davis  Adam 
Davis,  Albert 
Davis,  Alfred 
Davis,  Allen 
Davis,  Bill 
Davis,  Bob 
Davis,  Charles 
Davis,  Clemon 
Davis,  Clemon 
Davis,  Elbert 
Davis,  Elijah 
Davis,  Err 
Davis,  Frank 
Davis,  George 
Davis,  Gilbert 
Davis,  Gns 
Davis,  Hamilton 
Davis,  Hampton 
Davis,  Henry 
Davis,  Hezekiah 
Davis,  Isaac 
Davis,  Jeffrey 
Davis,  John 
Davis,  Jonas 
Davis,  Lewi  s 
Davis,  Mingo 
Davis,  Nathan 
Davis,  Prince 
Davis,  Prince 
Davis,  Ruf  us 
Davis,  Squire 
Davis,  Thomas 
Davis,  Tom 
Davis,  William 
Davis,  William 
Davis,  William 
DaviSjW.  T. 
Daw,  W.  W. 
Dawkins,  Archie 
Dawkins,  T. 
Dawkins,  Tomah 
Dawkins,  W.  E.  F. 
Dawkins,  William  H. 
Dawkins,  William 
Day,  Sylvester 
Dean,  John 
Dear,  H.  G. 
Decoursey,  Ard 
Delafield,  George 
Delanoy,  Anthony 
Delancy,  Fred 
Delancy,  Isaac 
Delancy,  Isaac 
Delancy,  Jacob 
Delane,  Fred 
Demps,  Andrew 
Domps,  Andrew 
Demps,  Henry 
Demps,  Shade 
Dempsen,  E. 
Devard,  William  M. 
Devard,  Levi 
Denmark,  Jim 
Denmark,  Andrew 
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Denmark,  James  S. 
Denmark,  J.  M. 
Denmark,  W.  B. 
Denmark,  W.  G. 
Dennis,  George  £. 
Denson,  Thomas 
Depass,  J.  P. 
Devine,  Jacob 
Devine,  John  T. 
Dewin,  William 
Dewitt,  Ben. 
Dewitt,  Daniel 
Dewitt,  William 
Dickson,  Alexander 
Dickson,  Harrison 
Dickson,  Nelson 
Dickson,  Nelson 
Dickson,  Prince 
Diggs,  Daniel 
Diggs,  Henry 
Diggs,  Tom 
Diggs,  Aleck 
Dig^,  Daniel 
Dilliard.  James 
Dilwortn,  Ben. 
Dil worth,  Bosen 
Dilworth,  Eli 
Dilworth,  Jack 
Dilworth.  William 
Dixon,  Aleck 
Dixon,  Daniel 
Dixon,  Isaiah 
Dixon,  J.  W. 
Dixon,  Labau 
Dixon,  Leonard 
Dixon,  Nathan 
Dixon,  Paul 
Dixon,  Sam 
Dixon,  Wash 
Dixon,  Washington 
Dixie,  Wash. 
Dodgen,  W.  H. 
Donaldson,  G.  H. 
Donaldson,  Theodore 
Dotson,  G.  W. 
Dotson,  James 
Douglass,  A.  F.  P. 
DonglasS)  George 
Douglass,  Lucius 
Douglass,  M.  F. 
Douglass,  T.  F. 
Douglass,  T.  H. 
Doyle,  Edmond 
Dossier,  Israel 
Dozier,  Henry 
Dozier,  Peter 
Dozier,  Sam. 
Drake,  William 
Drayton,  Isaac 
Drew,  Eli 
Drew,  Henry 
Drew,  Samuel 
Duncan,  Francis 
Duncan,  James 
Duncan,  Joshua 
Dunlap,  Edmond 
Dnnlap,  Edward 
Dunlap,  Edward 
Dunlap,  George 
Dunlap,  George 


Dnnlap,  Moses 
Dnnlap,  Ned 
Duyall,  Abe 
Duvall,Cook 
Dnyall,  George 
Duvall,  George 
Duvall,  Jim 
Duvall,  London 
Dnyall,  Prince 
Duvall,  Thomas 
David,  Clemon 


Eagle,  Bob 
Eagle,  Dandy 
Eagle,  Sam 
Eagle,  Sam 
Edwards,  Amma 
Edwards,  Bob 
Edwards,  Dan 
Edwards,  E.  W. 
Edwards,  Frank 
Edwards,  Henry 
Edwards,  J.  W. 
Edwards,  Jeff. 
Edwards,  J.  E. 
Edwards,  J.  A. 
Edwards,  Jim 
Edwards,  John 
Edwards,  Mack 
Edwards,  Ned 
Edwards,  Oscar  C. 
Edwards,  Robert 
Edwards,  Robert 
Edwards,  Sam 
Edwards,  Sandrus 
Edwards,  Silas 
Edwards,  T.  H 
Edwards,  Toney 
Ellick,  Charles 
EUick,  Henry 
Ellick,  Lucien 
Ellick,  Mathew 
Ellick,  Moses 
Ellick,  Peyton 
Ellick,  Washington 
Elliott,  Thomas 
Elliott,  Nat 
Ellis,  Fred 
Ellis,  Gabriel 
EUis,  Lewis 
Ellis,  Nat 
Ellis,  Richmond 
Ellis,  Richard 
Ellis,  Scipio 
Emory,  C.  S. 
Emory,  S.  C. 
Engleman,  E. 
Engleman,  S. 
Erving,  Governor 
Erwin,  Nathan 

England, 

Eston,  A.  J. 
Evans,  Abram 
Evans,  Adam 
Evans,  Albert 
Evans,  Augustus  A. 
Evans,  Bob 
Evans,  Cooper 


Evans,  Daniel 
Evans,  Dan 
Evans,  Goin 
Evans,  Griffin 
Evans,  John 
Evans,  Joseph 
Evans,  Osborne 
Evans,  Robert 
Evans,  Silas 
Everett,  Benjamin 
Everett,  Eiyah 
Everett,  Fernando 
Everett,  Green 
Everett,  Houston 
Everett,  Jerry 
Everett,  Jim 
Everett,  Peter 
Everett,  Randall 
Everett,  Winster 
Ewens,  Wm. 
Edwards,  Allen 
Edwards,  Lot 
Elliott,  Jnpiter 
Ellis,  HaU 
Evans,  Daniel 
Evans,  Peyton 


Finlayson,  John 
Fishburn,  Charles 
Fisher,  John 
Fisher,  Joseph 
Fishman,  Cyrus 
Fleming,  Alfred 
Fleming,  Alfred 
Fleming,  George 
Fleming,  James 
Fleming,  James 
Fleming,  Sam 
Fleming,  Samuel 
Fletcher,  John 
Fletcher,  John 
Florida,  John 
Flowers,  Brass 
Flowers,  Farm 
Flowers,  John 
Flowers,  Leonard 
Flowers,  Stephen 
Floy,  G.  C. 
Floyd,  James 
Floyd,  Jerry 
Floyd,  Joshua 
Floyd,  R.  H. 
Floyd,  Simon 
Floyd,  W.  H. 
Follions,  Jerry 
Folsam  Israel 
Folsam  N.  B. 
Folsam,  W.  T. 
Footman,  Ellis 
Footman,  t^dward 
Footman,  Nat 
Footman,  Richard 
Forbs,  E.  H. 
Ford,  Abraham 
Ford,  George 
Ford,  Jake 
Ford,  Lewis 
Ford,  L.  L. 


Ford,  Samnel 
Ford,  Wallace 
Forest,  Sneer 
Foreman,  Ansel 
Foreman,  Emery 
Fort,  Adam 
Foster,  Dan 
Foster,  David 
Foster,  Jeff 
Foster,  Maryland 
Foster,  Mat 
Foster,  Sam 
Foster,  Sam 
Fossett,  Ceaser 
Fox,  James 
Francis,  Charles 
Francis,  Isbam 
Francis,  Isem 
Francis,  Lucien 
Francis,  Nero 
Francis,  Tillman 
Francis,  Willis 
Franklin,  Aleck 
Franklin,  Lewis 
Franklin,  Thomas 
Frazer,  Augnstn:) 
Frazer,  Bob 
Frazer,  Charles 
Frazer,  Dan 
Frazer,  Gus 
Frazer,  Jack 
Frazer,  John 
Frazer,  Lee 
Frazer,  Leonida^ 
Frazer,  Miles 
Frazer,  Nelson 
Frazer,  Relus 
Frazer,  Robert 
Frederick,  Jesse 
Freeman,  Jame^ 
Freeman,  J.  W. 
Freeman,  T.  J. 
Fnlford,  Jordan 
Fnll,  Edward 
Fuller,  Elijah 
Futch,  Eli 
I^tch,  Nathaniel 
Fair,  Z.  T. 
Findley,  J.  N. 
Franklin,  Austin 
Frazer,  George 

a 

Gadsden,  Fred 
Gadsden,  George 
Gadsden,  O.  H. 
Gadsden,  Sandy 
Gains,  Aleck,  jr. 
Gaines,  Aleck,  sr. 
Gaines,  Henry 
Gaines,  Newton 
Gaines,  Thaddeus 

Gales, 

Gallard,  Bolen 
Gallon,  Daniel 
Gallon,  Edward 
Gallon,  Vernon 
Gallon,  Wash 
Gamble.  Allen 
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Ganey,  Nelsnn 
Oangy,  Lewis 
Gaot,  Lewis 
Gant,  Ellis 
Garbett,  Elisha 
Gardner^  Butler 
Gardoer,  Ephraitn 
Gardner,  Jim 
Gardner,  Jolly 
Gardner,  Mack 
Gardner,  Simon 
Gamer,  Batler 
Garnet  t,  Linn 
Gamey,  Lewis 
Garrett,  Richard 
Garwood,  C.  J. 
Garwood,  John  W.  . 
Gaskins,  John 
Gasoway,  Henry 
Gatewood,  Harrison 
Gate  wood,  J.  W. 
Gatewood,  Jesse 
Gatewood,  Martin 
Gatewood,  Wm. 
Gatewood,  Wm.  R. 
Geddes,  Adam 
Geddes,  Frank 
Geddes,  Greorge 
Geddes,  Steve 
Gee  tor,  Claborn 
Gelzer,  H.  C. 
Gelzer,  W.  W. 
Genrolls,  James 
Gethers,  Alich 
Gethers,  Dick 
Gethers,  Ephraim 
Gethers.  George 
Gethers,  Prince 
Gethers,  Stephen 
Gethers,  Wm. 
Gibbs,  Abram 
Gibbs,  Ben 
Gibbs,  Ben 
Gibbs,  Benton  C. 
Gibbs,  Emory 
Gibbs,  Frank 
Gibbs,  Hardee 
Gibbe,  Hardy 
Gibbs,  Jameison 
Gibbs,  John 
Gibbs,  Lawson 
Gibbs,  Reed 
Gibbs,  Sandy 
Gibbs,  Tony 
Gibbson,  Andrew 
Gibson,  Andrew 
Gibson,  Bob 
Gibson,  Daniel 
Gibson,  Dawson 
Gibson,  Dorsey 
Gibbson,  Edward 
Gibbson,  Green 
Gibbson,  Jay 
Gibson,  Ned 
Gibson,  Richard 
Gibson,  Thomas 
Gibson,  Tony 
Gilbert,  R.  M. 
Gilbert,  Ross 
Giles,  Edwards 


Giles,  Martin 
Giles,  L.  P. 
Giles,  W.W. 
Gillet,  Janions 
Gillmore,  Dick 
Gillmore,  Jefferson 
Gillmore,  Parker 
Ginlach,  David 
Ginlach,  John 
Ginlach,  Zaoh 

Ginlach, 

Girardeau,  J.  H. 
Girardean,  W.  H. 
Givens,  James 
Givens,  Henry 
Givens,  PincKney 
Givens,  Pinckney 
Glasgow,  Noah 
Glasgow,  David 
Glasgow,  Moses 
Glasgow,  Moses 
Glasgow,  Peter 
Glenn,  David 
Glenn,  Moses 
Glenn,  Peter 
Gleves,  Henry 
Glover,  Dennis 
Glover,  James 
Glover,  Jim 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goff,  Joe 
Goodall,  Smith 
Goodall,  Wm. 
Goodall,  W.  L. 
Goodin,  Ben 
Goodin,  Frank 
Goodin,  Frank 
Goodin,  F.  J. 
Goodin,  Prince 
Goodin,  Steven 
Goodin,  Yancy 
Goodman,  Frank 
Goodwin,  Primer 
Goolsby,  Hal 
Gordan,  Yancy 
Gould,  J.  W. 
Gould,  J.  M. 
Graham,  Alfred 
Graham,  Alenzo 
Graham,  Arthnr 
Graham,  Arthur 
Graham,  Frank 
Graham,  Henderson 
Graham,  Henderson 
Graham,  Henry 
Graham,  John 
Graham,  Lewis 
Graham,  Louie 
Graham,  Major 
Graham,  Noah 
Grainer,  Alech 
Grainer,  Alech 
Granger,  A.  L. 
Granger,  Irwin 
Granger,  I.  A. 
Granger,  I.  P. 
Granger,  J.  P. 
Granger,  Kit 
Granger,  Matthew 
Granger,  W.  L. 


Grant,  Bazelia 
Grant,  George 
Grant,  Juo. 
Grant,  Tony 
Grant,  Walter  C. 
Grantham,  J.  P. 
Grantham,  W.  R. 
Grattan,  Adam 
G  rattan,  Bob 
Grattan,  Nelson 
Graves,  George 
Graves,  Harry 
Graves,  Thomas 
Graves,  Thomas 
Gray,  Gabriel 
Gray,  J.  J. 
Gray,  Jeremiah 
Gray,  W.W. 
Green,  Abraham 
Green,  Addich 
Green,  Alech 
Green,  Alexander 
Green,  Benjamin 
Green,  Ben 
Green,  Bill 
Green,  Brass 
Green,  Burton 
Green,  Caeser 
Green,  Christopher 
Green,  Chris 
Green,  Dave 
Green,  Dennis 
Green,  Dennis 
Green,  Dozie 
Green,  Edmund 
Green,  Edward 
Green,  Edward 
Green,  Fleming 
Green,  Frederick 
Green,  George 
Green,  Jackson 
Green,  Jacob 
Green,  James 
Green,  James 
Green,  Jim 
Green,  Joe 
Green,  John 
Green,  Jno, 
Green,  Joseph 
Green,  Joseph 
Green,  Lewis 
Green,  Mace 
Green,  Mace 
Green,  Macy 
Green,  Mountain 
Green,  Nece 
Green,  Peter 
Green,  Peter 
Green,  Primus 
Green,  Richard 
Green,  Richmond 
Green,  Robert 
Green,  Robert 
Green,  Samuel 
Green,  Samuel 
Green,  Sandy 
Green,  Sandy 
Green,  Simon 
Green,  Wattie 
Green,  William 


Green,  William 
Green,  William  P. 
Green,  William 
Green,  William 
Green,  William,  sen. 
Green,  William,  sen. 
Green,  William,  sen. 
Greene,  William 
Greene,  William 
Greene,  William 
Greene,  Wright 
Greenwood,  Thoma*» 
Gregor,  Edwards 
Gregor,  James 
Gregor,  Romeo 
Griffin,  Cyrus 
Griffin,  Aaron 
Griffin,  R.N. 
Griffin,  Siah 
Griffin,  T.J. 
Griffiths,  R.  N. 
Gross,  Hammond 
Gross,  Nathan 

Grooms, 

Gribbs,  R.  B. 
Grubbs,  Thomas 
Grnsh,  James 
Gruver,  Miles 
Grier,  James 
Guy,  Jim 
Guy,  Levi 
Gainer,  John 
Garbeth,  Samuel 
Gibbs,  Sandy 
Gooken,  Guy 
Grantham,  J.  F. 
Green,  Herod 
Green,  Nat 
Green,  Oscar 
Griffin,  Aaron 
Gusta,  Garrit 

H. 

Habersham,  Robert 
Hadley,  Dennis 
Hadley,  George 
Hadley,  George  H. 
Hadley,  Peter 
Hagans,  George 
Hagans,  Gabriel 
Hagans,  Hagans 
Hagans,  Irvm 
Hagans,  Moses 
Hagin,  Daniel 
Hagin,  Emanuel 
HaU,  Albert 
Hall,  Andrew 
Hall,  Anthony 
Hall,  Bednego 
Hall,  Charles 
Hall,  Cuffy 
Hall,  Dick 
Hall,  Eyans 
Hall,  Frank 
Hall,  Fred 
Hall,  Fred 
Hall,  George  W. 
Hall,  Glenn 
Hall,  Harry 
Hall,  Harry 
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Hall,  Henry 
Hall,  Henry 
Hall,  Jack 
Hall,  Jack 
Hall,  Jamee 
Hall,  Jim 
Hall,  J.  J. 
Hall,  J.  W. 
Hall,  Kiah 
Hall,  Lewis 
Hall.  Lewis 
Hall,  Mack 
Hall,  May 
Hall,  Morris 
Hall,  Nat 
Hall,  Ransom 
Hall,  Richard 
Hall,  Rafus 
Hall,  Samoel 
Hall,  Simon 
Hall,  Sorry 
HaU,  T.  J. 
Hall,  Tillman 
Hall,  Thomas 
Hall,  Thomas 
Hall,  William 
Ham,  Abram 
Ham,  Redmond 
Hammens,  Newton 
Hamelton,  A.  J. 
Hamelton,  Ben 
Hamelton,  Edmond 
Hamilton,  EUison 
Hamilton,  James 
Hamilton,  Joseph  J. 
Hamilton,  Lncios 
Hamilton,  Sam 
Hamilton,  Lncins 
Hamilton,  William 
Hamilton,  William 
Hamilton,  Willis 
Hampton,  Andrew 
Hampton,  Bob 
Hampton,  Jackson 
Hampton,  Lewis 
Hampton,  John 
Hampton,  Nathan 
Hampton,  Wade 
Hampton,  Willis 
Hampton,  William 
Hampton,  William 
Hamrioh,  D.  J. 
Hamrich,  J.  N. 
Hamrioh,  W.  A. 
Haney,  William 
Hawkins,  Ned 
Hanks,  Peter 

Harbert, 

Hardee,  Payton 
Harley,  W.  H. 
Harley,  J.  T. 
Harley,  William 
Hargrove,  Ebenezer 
Hargrove,  Jane 
Hargrove,  March 
Harrington,  James 
Harris,  Anthony 
Harris,  Bob 
Harris,  Ben 
Harris,  Augastns 


Harris,  Charles 
Harris,  Charles 
Harris,  Charles 
Harris,  Charley 
Harris,  Ellick 
Harris,  G^rge 
Harris,  Gas 
Harris,  James 
Harris,  Jeff 
Harris,  Jim 
Harris,  Lewis 
Harris,  London 
Harris,  Peter 
Harris,  Simon 
Harris,  Stephen 
Harris,  Thomas 
Harris,  Thomas 
Harris,  Wallace 
Harris,  Willis 
Harris,  William 
Harrison,  A.  B. 
Harrison,  Aleck 
Harrison,  Alexander 
Harrison,  David 
Harrison,  Henry 
Harrison,  Limos 
Harrison,  Obediah 
Harrison,  Richard 
Harrison,  Robert 
Harrison,  Samuel 
Harrison,  Shed 
Harrison,  Stephen 
Hart,  B.  F. 

Hart, 

Hart,  Jacob 
Hart,  Mack 
Hart,  S.  B. 
Hart,  Solomon 
Hart,  Theophilas 
Hartsfield,  J.  F. 
Hartsfield,  William 
Hately,  Temas 
Harvey,  Thomas 
Hawes,  Ben 
Hawes,  Isaac 
Hawk,  Jared 
Hawk,  H.  A. 
Hawkj  T.  J. 
Hawkins,  Benjamin 
Hawkins,  Ben 
Hawkins,  Charles 
Hawkins,  Cornelias 
Hawkins,  Cornelias 
Hawkins,  Gradiron 
Hawkins,  Harvey 
Hawkins,  Jeff 
Hawkins,  Ned 
Hawkins,  Ned 
Hawkins,  Peter 
Hawkins,  Seaborn 
Hawkins,  Si 
Hawkins,  Thomas 
Hawkins,  W.  B. 
Hawkins,  Whitton 
Hay,  C.  E. 
Hay,  Tamer 
Hays,  Mack 
Hays,  Richard 
Hays,  Hydas 
Haynes,  John 


Haywood,  Jone 
Haywood,  Adam 
Haywood,  Charles 
Haywood,  Charles 
Haywood,  Ceaser 

Haywood, 

Haywood,  Jane 
Haywood,  Lewis 
Haywood,  L^mns 
Haywood,  Richard 
Haywood,  Willis 
Heathe,  Dennis 
Helry,  Colonel 
Hembry,  Isaac 
Henderson,  Alfred 
Henderson,  Ben 
Henderson,  Edward 
Henderson,  George 
Henderson,  John 
Henderson,  John 
Henderson,  Joshaa 
Henderson,  Nathan 
Henderson,  Peter 
Henry,  Aaron 
Henry,  Amos 
Henry,  Alonzo  B. 
Henry,  A.  J. 
Henry,  C.  W. 
Henry,  Daniel 
Henry,  David 
Henry,  Eli 
Henry,  Frank 
Henry,  F.  C. 
Henry,  Holly 
Henry  J.F. 
Henry,  Jess 
Henry,  J.  R, 
Henry,  John 
Henry,  Jonas 
Henry,  M.F. 
Henry,  Richard 
Henry,  William 
Henry,  William 
Herring,  Elias 
Herring,  Henry 
Herring,  John 
Herring,  J.  O. 
Herring,  Monday 
Herring,  Peter 
Herring,  Sidney 
Herring,  Sqnire 
Herring,  William 
Herring,  William 

Heron 

Hescott,  Daniel 
Hewett,  Tom 
Hewett,  William 
Hicks,  Abram 
Hicks,  Abram 
Hicks,  Chapman 
Hicks,  Chapman 
Hicks,  Charles 
Hicks,  Charles 
Hicks,  Clemnions 
Hicks,  Dennis 
Hicks,  J.  J. 
Hicks,  James 
Hicks,  James 
Hicks,  Jim 
Hicks,  Peter 


Hicks,  Robert 
Higdon,  Simon 
High,G.M. 
High,  Harmon 
High,  John  K. 
High,  Joseph 
High,  Jolios 
High,V.R. 
Hightower,  Jeesee 
Hightower,  R.  B. 
Hightower,  8.  D. 
Hiu,  Adam 
Hill,  Dick 
Hill,  E.E. 
Hill,  Joseph 
Hill,  Joseph 
Hill,  Leonard 
Hill,  Nathan 
Hill,  Nelson 
Hill,  Richard 
Hill,  Richard 
Hill,  Richard 
Hills,  Nelson 
Hillary,  Henry 
Hilleny,  Randall 
Hiner,  H.  B. 
Hines,  Manael 
Hines,  Mingo 
Hines,  Nathan 
Hobbe,  Alfred 
Hodder,  James 
Hodges,  John 
Hogan,  Peter 
Hogans,  Charles 
Hogans,  Henry 
Hogans,  Nat 
Hogans,  Nat 
Hogans,  Renben 
Holden,  Josiah 
Holoway,  Peter 
Holoway,  Lewis 
Holly»  Lewis 
Holly,  Tom 
HoUy,WiUiam 

Holly, 

Holmes,  Alexander 
Holmes,  Joseph 
Holmes,  Elgah 
Holmes,  Lawrence 
Holmes,  Philip 
Holmes,  William 
Holmes,  William 
Holsendon,  John 
Hooks,  Geor^ 
Hooks,  Martin 
Hooks,  Nathan 
Hooten,  Charles 
Hooten,  Newton  D.C. 
Hope,  Charles 
Hopkins,  Allen 
Hopkins,  James 
Hopkins,  Morris 
Hopp,  Mitchell 
Horn,  Campbell 
Horn,  D.  E. 
Horn,  D.  G. 
Horn,  F.  P. 
Horn,  J.  T. 
Horton,  Berry 
Horton,  Norridge 
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HortoD,  William 

HoQche,  A.  W. 

Honohe,  J.  T. 

Hoach,  James 

Hoaston,  Alfred 

HoastoDy  Charles 

Honston,  George 

HoastoD,  Jack 

HonstoD,  John 

Uoaston,  John 

Honston,  S.  J. 

HoaatoD,  Thomas 

Howard,  Charles 

Howard,  Henry 

Howard,  Henry 

Howard,  Isaac 

Howard,  Jeff 

Howard,  John 

Howard,  Solomon 

Howell,  Aaron 

Howell,  Bram 

Howell,  Bram 

Howell,  Nathan 

Howell,  Noah 

Howell,  Philip 

Howell,  Robert 

Howell,  Thomas 

Howell,  Tom 

Howell,  WUliam 

Ho  wren,  J.  C. 

Howran,  R.  H. 

Hubbard,  James 

Hndson,  Jack 

Hudson,  Mingo 

Huger,  John 

Haggins,  Adam 

Hnggins,  Dennis 

Huggins,  Isaac 

Hughes,  April 

Hughes,  Gabe 

Hughes,  James 

Hughes,  Jamei 

Hughes,  Peter 

Hughes,  Reed 

Hughes,  Tom 

Hughes,  Wm.  Eng- 
land. 

Hughes,  Wallace 

Humphries,  Colum- 
bus. 

Humphries,  Jim 

Humphries,  Matthew 

Hunter,  Martin 

Hunter,  Thomas 

Hunter,  Warner 

Hurd,  Anderson 

Hurd,  Dick 

Hurd,  Henry 

Hurd,  Jim 

Hurst,  H.  F. 

Hurst,  J.  D. 

Hurst,  J.  M. 

Hurst,  R.  T. 

Hyatt,  Nero 

Hogan,  J.  H. 

Han,  Watson 

Hall,  Zan 

Hamilton,  J.  T. 

Harris,  Elliok 

Harrison,  Tom 


Hawkins,  Harry 
Hayes,  James 
Hicks,  Cornelius 
Hill,  J.  E. 
Hilliard,  Isaac 
Hitch,  James 
Hogan,  Essex 
Hogan,  Thomas 
Holman,  George 
Howell,  Isaac 
Howell,  John 
Huggins,  Gabe 


Ingram,  Prince 
I  Oman,  Ellis 
Inman,  Isaac 
Inman,  Jack 
Isaacs,  Edward 
Isaacs,  Henry 
Isaacs,  Henry 
Isaacs,  Robert 
Isaacs,  Samuel 
Irwin,  Lester 
Irwin,  Nathan 
Irwin,  Peter 
Ivins,  Robert 
Ivy,  William 
Ivans,  Joe 


Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 
Jackson, 


Aaron 

Aaron 

Allen 

Anderson 

Andrew 

Andrew 

Andrew 

Buck 

Charles 

Charles 

Charles 

Charley 

Daniel 

David 

Eb 

Edward 

E.P.jjr. 

Einah 

Ephraim 

Ephraim 

Everitt 

Floyd 

Frank 

Frank 

Gabriel 

Green 

Henry 

Henry 

Jacob 

James 

James 

Jeremiah 

Jerry 

Jerry 

Jim 

John 

John 


Jackson,  Johnson 
Jackson,  Henry 
Jackson,  Henry 
Jackson,  Lewis 
Jackson,  Martin 
Jackson,  Moses 
Jackson,  Peter 
Jackson,  Pickens 
Jackson,  Richard 
Jackson,  Robert 
Jackson,  Sandy 
Jackson,  Sandy 
Jackson,  Scip 
Jackson,  Scipio 
Jackson,  Scott 
Jackson,  Spencer 
Jackson,  Thomas 
Jackson,  Wash'gt'n 
Jackson,  William  ' 
Jackson,  Willis 
Jackson,  York 
Jacob,  Muro 
James,  Adam 
James,  Albert 
James,  Alfred 
James,  Chancey 
Janies,  Isaac 
James,  Joseph 
James,  Joseph 
James,  Joseph 
James,  Isaiah 
James,  Martin 
James,  Reuben 
James,  Sam 
James,  Samuel 
James,  Samuel 
James,  Thomas 
Jameson,  Andrew 
Jason,  Sam 
Jason,  Sam 
Jefferson,  Abram 
Jefferson,  Henry 
Jefferson,  Henry 
Jefferson,  Nelson 
Jefferson,  Thomas 
Jeffry,  William 
Jelks,  Henry 
Jenkins,  Abe 
Jenkins,  Ambrose 
Jenkins,  Ambrose 
Jenkins,  Carolina 
Jenkins,  Charles 
Jenkins,  Edmund 
Jenkins,  Neck 
Jenkins,  Henry 
Jenkins,  Henry 
Jenkins,  Hesekiah 
Jenkins,  Jerry 
Jenkins,  Jim 
Jenkins,  Joseph 
Jenkins,  Joseph 
Jenkins,  Joe 
Jenkins,  Mack 
Jenkins,  Ned 
Jenkins,  Thomas 
Jenkins,  Thomas 
Jenkins,  Willis 
Jennings,  Ben 
Jennings,  Benjamin 
Jennings,  Bill 


Jennings,  Henry 
Jennings,  James 
Jenning,  Jim 
Jennings,  Thomas 
Jerks,  Henry 
Jerks,  Moses 
Jesse,  William 
Jewett,  Charles 
Jewitt,  Daniel  • 
Jewitt,  Isaac 
Jewitt,  Samuel 
Johns,  Charles 
Johnson,  Alford 
Johnson,  Allen 
Johnson,  B.  W. 
Johnson,  Ben 
Johnson,  Ben 
Johnson,  Bob 
Johnson,  Bowen 
Johnson,  Brutus 
Johnson,  Bryant 
Johnson,  C.  £. 
Johnson,  Charles 
Johnson,  Charles 
Johnson,  Cupid 
Johnson,  Dan 
Johnsan,  Davis 
Johnson,  Edmund 
Johnson,  Frank 
Johnson,  Frank 
Johnson,  Frank 
Johnson,  Glasgow 
Johnson,  Glasgow 
Johnson,  Hardy 
Johnson,  Hardy 
Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Hinson 
Johnson,  Isaiah 
Johnson,  Jack 
Johnson,  Jacob 
Johnson,  Jacob 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  J.  E. 
Johnson,  Jarvis 
Johnson,  Joe 
Johnson,  J.  R. 
Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Jerry 
Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Joe 
Johnson,  John 
Johnson,  John 
Johnson,  John 
Johnson,  Louis 
Johnson,  Mack 
Johnson,  Marcus 
Johnson,  Mark 
Johnson,  Moses 
Johnson,  Moses 
Johnson,  Moses 
Johnson,  Martin 
Johnson,  Oliver 
Johnson,  Peter 
Johnson,  R.  D. 
Johnson,  Reuben 
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Johnson,  Reuben 
Johnson,  Richmond 
Johnson,  Robert 
Johnson,  Robert 
Johnson,  Ro  wen 
Johnson,  Romeo 
Johnson,  Samuel 
Johnson,  Taylor 
John^n,  Taylor 
Johnson,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Tom 
Johnson,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Tom 
Johnson,  F.  S. 
Johnson,  T.F. 
Johnson,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Wade 
Johnson,  Wash. 
Johnson,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.J. 
Johnson,  William 
Johnson,  William 
Johnson,  W.  8. 
Johnson,  Wiley 
Johnson,  York 
Joiner,  L.  L. 
Joiner,  Madison 
Joiner,  H.G. 
Joliett,  J.  C. 
Jones,  Abram 
Jones,  Alexander 
Jones,  Anderson 
Jones,  Anderson 
Jones,  Arnold 
Jones,  Caleb 
Jones,  Cane 
Jones,  Charles 
Jones,  Charles 
Jones,  Charles 
Jones,  Clark 
Jones,  David 
Jones,  Edward 
Jones,  Elijah 
Jones,  Elijah 
Jones,  Elijah 
Jones,  Elijah 
Jones,  Ellis 
Jones,  Emery  . 
Jones,  Essick 
Jone8,;G.  W.  L. 
Jones,  Gabe 
Jones,  George 
Jones,  George 
Jones,  George 
Jones,  Henderson 
Jones,  Henry 
Jones,  Henry 
Jones,  Henry 
Jones,  Henry 
Jones,  Hewett 
Jones,  Hewett 
Jones,  Hudson 
Jones,  Hughey 
Jones,  Isaac 
Jones,  Isaac 
Jones,  Jones 
Jones,  John 
Jones,  Jack 
Jones,  Levi 


Jones,  Levi 
Jones,  Lewis 
Jones,  Mack 
Jones,  Mack 
Jones,  Major 
Jones,  Mathew 
Jones,  Parker 
Jones,  Peter 
Jones,  P.  H. 
Jones,  Robert 
Jones,  Richard 
Jones,  Richard 
Jones,  Robert 
Jones,  Stockton 
Jones,  Stockton 
Jones,  Tennie 
Jones,  Tom 
Jones,  Thomas 
Jones,  W.  S 
Jones,  Washington 
Jones,  William 
Jones,  William 
Jones,  William 
Jones,  W.  N 
Jordan,  Cane 
Jordan,  Edmund 
Jordan,  Henry 
Jordan,  Jack 
Jordan,  James 
Jordan,  John 
Jordan,  John 
Jordan,  J.  W 
Jordan,  Mike 
Jordan,  Newton. 
Jordan,  Newton 
Jordan,  Newton 
Jordan,  Silas 
Jordan,  Silas 
Jordan,  Soloman 
Joyce,  Abram 
Judge,  Abram 
Judge,  Alexander 
Judge,  Henry 
Jud^,  John 
Junior,  Henry 
Junius,  Jackson 
Junius,  Jackson 
Junius,  Jake 
Junius,  Martin 
Jackson,  Jeremiah 
Jackson,  Ned 
Jackson,  Rause 
James,  Adam 
James,  Isaac 
Johnson,  Dick 
Johnson,  J.  C 
Jones,  Charley 
Jones,  Wilson 
Joyce,  Jasper 
Jasper,  Moses 

K. 

Kason,  William 
Kearney,  George 
Keeton,  Alfred 
Keeton,  Jack 
Keeton,  Henry 
Keil,  Joseph 
Kellock, 


Kelly,  Denis 
Kelly,  Denis 
Kelly,  Jesse 
Kemp,  Isaac 
Kendrick,  Isom 
Kendrick,  John 
Kendrick,  Isham 
Kendrick,  James 
Kenny,  William 
Kenedy,  Alfred 
Kennedy,  William 
Kennedy,  William 
Kersey,  Cooper 
Kersey,  E.  J. 
Kersey,  J.  A. 
Kersey,  Jackson 
Key  West,  Abram 
Key  West,  Lymns 
Keys,  Saudis 
Keys,  Sandy 
Key,  Charles 
Key,  Lewis 
Key,  Lovons 
KilUx,  William 

Kilpatrick, . 

Kilpatrick,  Choate 
Kilpatrick,  Council 
Kilpatrick,  Green 
Kilpatrick,  James 
Kilpatrick,  James 
Kilpatricl^  J.  M. 
Kilpatriclr;  Mathew 
Kilpatrick,  Mathew 
Kilpatrick,  Miles 
Kilpatrick,  Miles 
Kilpatrick,  Myers 
Kilpatrick,  William 
Kilpatrick,  Wm. 
Kilpatrick,  Wm. 
Kinchen,  Sam 
King,  Alexander 
King,  Casey 
King,  David 
King,  Edward 
King,  Ed. 
King,  Frank 
King,  Henry 
King,  Mitchel 
King,  Nathan 
King,  Samuel 
King,  William 
King,  Willis 
Kinsey,  Bill 
Kinsey,  Elliott 
Kinsey,  John 
Kinsey,  John 
Kinsey,  John 
Kinsey,  Martin 
Kinsey,  S.  T. 
Kinsey,  S.  W. 
Kinsey,  William 
Kinsey,  William 
Kinsey,  W.  D. 
Kirben,  John 
Kirbys,  Gloucester 
Kirbys,  John 
Kirby,  John 
Kirkland,  Henry 
Kirksey,  Joe 
Kirksoy,  James 


Kittrell,  John 
Knighton,  A.  R. 
Knox,  Walter 
Knox,  Walter 
Kainedy,  Peter 
Key,  C.  A- 
Keniry,  William 
Kirsey,  Bryan 


Lacy,  Arc 
Lacy,  J.  B. 
Lacy,  P.  J. 
Laman,  Jackson 
Lamar,  Baltimore 
Lamar,  Henry 
Lamar,  Henry 
Lamar,  Jerry 
Lamar,  Jerry 
Lamar,  Randall 
Lamar,  Pompey 
Lamar,  W.  B. 
Lamb,  J.  H. 
Lamb,  N.N. 
Lane,  Hubbard 
Lang,  Edmond 
Lang,  Robert 
Larkins,  Aaron 
Larkins,  Austin 
Larkins,  Esau 
Larkins,  Esau 
Larkins,  Frank 
Larkins,  George 
Larkins,  Paul 
Lastinger,  Eliaa 
Lastinger,  J.  E. 
Lastly,  Ned 
Lastly,  William 
Law,  Ben 
Law,  David 
Law,  Dan 
Law,  Dick 
Law,  Henry 
Law,  Yanty 
Lawrence,  Alfred 
Lawrence,  Ben 
Lawrence,  Caleb 
Lawrence,  Edward 
Lawrence,  Elias 
Lawrence,  Jim 
Lawrence,  John 
Lawrence,  Phillip 
Lawrence,  Scipio 
Lawrence,  Sebe 
Lawrence,  Siah 
Lawton,  Armstead 
Lawson,  Daniel 
Lawton.  Daniel 
Lebrana,  William 
Ledbitter,  Hillman 
Lee,  Alexander 
Lee,  Alfred 
Lee,  Alfred 
Lee,  David 
Lee,  Jack 
Lee,  James 
Lee,  Jim 
Lee,  James  S. 
Lee,  John 
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Lee,  W.  O. 
Lee,  Lewis 
Lee,  Hamer 
Lee,  Sylvester 
Lee,  Thomas 
Lemons,  Absalom 
Lemons,  Moses 
Leonard,  Ellis 
Leonard,  Sbach 
Leonard,  Thomas 
Leonard,  Turner 
Leonard,  William 
Leonard,  William 
Leonard,  Lack 
Leopard,  Millege 
Leopard,  Newton 
Letehworth,  Fred. 
Letchworth,  G.  W. 
Letehworth,  T.  G. 
Leverett,  T.  J. 
Levi,  Ciesar 
Lofton,  Bob 
Levi,  David 
Levi,  Davy 
Levi,  Reabin 
Levi,  William 
Levi^  William 
Lewis,  Anthony 
Lewis,  Bob 
Lewis,  Charles 
Lewis,  Charley 
Lewis,  Dudley 
Lewis,  Edmund 
Lewis,  Edward 
Lewis,  Francis 
Lewis,  Frank 
Lewis,  Harry 
Lewis,  Harvy 
Lewis,  Jesse 
Lewis,  J.  O. 
Lewis,  J.  P. 
Lewis,  J.  J. 
Lewis,  Phillip 
Lewis,  Robert 
Lewis,  Surry 
Lewis,  William 
Lewis,  William 
Lewis,  William 
Lightsey,  F.  P. 
Light8ey,G.H. 
Lightsey,  Henry 
Lindsay,  H.  F. 
Lindsay,  J.  M. 
Lindsay,  W.  A. 
Lindsay,  Frederick 
Lingo,  L.  O.  C. 
Lingo,  Robert 
Linton,  Ben. 
Linton,  Ben. 
Linton,  Samuel 
Linton,  Sam. 
Lipford,  Wm.  W. 
Little,  Jim 
Livingston,  Edmond 
Livingston,  James 
Livingston,  Willis 
Lloyd,  W.F. 
Llovd,  James 
Locker,  Stephen 
Lofton,  Charles 


Lofton,  Charley 
Lofton,  Silas 
Logan,  Ephraim 
Logans,  Ben 
Logans,  Isaiah 
London,  Richard 
Long,  Alexander 
Long,  Henry 
Long,  Jim 
Long,  Peter 
Long,  Robert 
Long.W.R. 
Long,  Waller 
Long,  Wm. 
Lord,  Umphries 
Lord,  Wm. 
Love,  Enoch 
Love,  Henry 
Love,  John 
Love,  Lloyd 
Love,  Madison 
Love.  Sherrod 
Loveil,  Henry 
Lovein,  Abram 
Lovett,  Edward 
Lovett,  Green 
Lovett,  Green 
Lovett,  John 
Lovett,  Thomas 
Lowry ,  Thomas 
Lowry,  Prince 
Lundy,  Richard 
Lurry,  Tom         ^ 
Lyons,  Alfred 
Lyons,  Arthur 
Lyons,  B.  F. 
Lyons,  Frank 
Lyons,  G.  W. 
Lyons,  Washington 
Larkins,  George 
Larry,  Gabe 
Lige,  Aleck 
Liby,  Lavis 
Linkhom,  Bill 
Linton,  Sam. 
Lundy,  Richard 

M. 

Mabin,  Frank 
Mabin,  Sam 
Mabin,  George 
Mabrey,  J.  L. 
Mabrey,  Wm.  W. 
Mack,  Wade 
Macon,  Edward 
Macon,  George 
Macon,  Henry 
Macon,  Hiram 
Macon,  Peter 
Macon,  Sam. 
Macon,  Tom. 
Madison,  Isaac 
Madox,  W.  W. 
Madox,  G.  W. 
Madox,  W.B. 
Madox,  Jake 
Madison,  Daniel 
Madison,  Miles 
Madison,  Morris 


Madison,  Morris 
Manning,  Noah 
Markham,  Henry 
Marks,  David 
Marks,  Henry 
Marks,  Jeff 
Marks,  Lewis 
Marks,  William 
Marshall,  Dan 
Marshall,  Wash 
Marshall,  William 
Martin,  Abraham 
Martin,  Aleck 
Martin,  Adrew 
Martin,  Edenboro 
Martin,  Henry 
Martin,  Kelly 
Martin,  Nathaniel 
Martin,  Perrv 
Martin,  Randall 
Martin,  Russell 
Martin,  Sam 
Martin,  Samuel 
Martin,  Stephen 
Marvin,  W.  P. 
Mason,  Anthony 
Mason,  Isom 
Mason,  William 
Massy,  Allen 
Massy,  Henry 
Massy,  J.  S. 
Mathers,  Bill 
Matters,  Chester 
Mathers,  James 
Mathers,  Jim 
Mathers,  Spencer 
Mathers,  William 
Mathews,  Alfred 
Mathews,  Henry 
Mathews,  Mack 
Mathews,  Miles 
Mathews,  Mingo 
Mathews,  Ned 
Mathews,  Robert 
Mathews,  R.  G. 
Mathews,  Sike 
Mathews,  William 
Mathis,  Alfred 
Mathis,  Mack 
Mathis,  Ned 
Mathis,  Sikes 
Mathis,  William 
Mattox,W.W. 
Maxey,  Mark 
May,  Asa 
May,  Asa 
May,  Alvin 
May,G.A. 
May,  Henry 
May,  Henry 
May,  Jacob 
May,  J.  S. 
May,  John 
May,  Lemuel 
May,  William 
May,  W.  S. 
Mays,  Bill 
Mays,  D.  H. 
Mays,  Henry 
Mays,  John 


Mays,  Shade 
Mayo,  David 
McCall,  J.  B. 
McCall,J.P. 
McCall,  Moses 
McCall,  W.J. 
McCally,  Sam 
McCann,  A.  H. 
McCann,  Jackson 
McCann,  Jackson 
McCardy,  August 
McCardy,  Elijah 
McCardy,  Campbell 
McCarty,  Campbell 
McCarty,  Mose 

McCarty, 

McClendon,  Wiley 
McClelland,  C.E. 
McClelland,  Charles 
McClelland,  H.Y. 
McClelland,  J.  L. 
McClelland,  S.  D. 
McCoy,  Aleck 
McCoy,  Allen 
McCrea,  Duncan 
McCrea,  Elijah 
McCrea,  Jim 
McCrea,  Josiah 
McCrea,  Lafayette 
McCrea,  Stephen 
McCrea,  Stephen 
McCrea,  William 
McCullough,  Wm. 
McDaniel,  Aaron 
McDaniel,  Fred 
McDaniel,  Hezekiah 
McDaniel,  Jordan 
McDaniel,  King 
McDaniel,  Mack 
McDaniel,  Peter 
McDaniel,  Spencer 
McDowell,  Jim 
McField,  Robert 
McGuire,  Israel 
McGuire,  Richard 
McGuire,  William 
McGriflf,  William 
Mcintosh,  Sylvester 
Mcintosh,  Sylvester 
Mclntyre,  Patrick 
McKay,  Peter 
McKee,  Bull 
McKee,  Jack 
McKee,  Limns 
McKee,  Peter 
McKinney,  Charley 
McKinney,  Daniel 
McKinney,  David 
McKinney,  Dave 
McKinney,  Sam 
McKinnon  Richard 
McKinnon,T.  J. 
McKinnon,  Daniel 
McMillan,  Edward 
McMillan,  Meredith 
McMillan,  L.  N. 
McMullen,  Clinton 
McPherson,  Clinton 
McPherson,  Aiken 
McPherson,  York 
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McQueen,  Henry 
McQueen,  Henry 
McQueen,  John 
McQueen,  Phillip 
McQueen,  Samnel 
McQueen,  Solomon 
McKea,  John 
Meacham,  G.  8. 
Meaohani,  Robert 
Meeks,  Moees 
Melton,  Cator 
Merritt,  Willis 
Merrynian,  G.  H. 
Messer,  Amerionii 
Meeser,  Joseph 
Messer,  John 
Messer,  Maior 
Messer,  William 
Mickens,  Haley 
Mickins,  Isaac 
Mickens,  James 
Middleton,  David 
Middleton,  Harkless 
Middleton,  Jake. 
Middleton,  Robert 
Middleton,  Tarqnin 
Mikell,  F.  A 
Mikell,  J.  W. 
Mikell,  G.  J. 
Mikell,  Reuben 
Mikell,  Willis 
Miles,  Dick 
Miles,  Henry 
Miles,  Moses 
Miles,  Mose 

Miller, 

Miller,  Bob. 
Miller,  Charles 
Miller,  Charley 
Miller,  Charles 
Miller,  Essex 
Miller,  Frederick 
Miller,  G^rge 
Miller,  Giles 
Miller,  Hackett 
Miller,  Harry 
Miller,  Henry 
Miller,  Irvin 
Miller,  James 
Miller,  Jim. 
Miller,  John 
Miller,  John 
Miller,  J.  L. 
MiUer,  N.  F. 
Miller,  Peter 
Miller,  Peter 
Miller,  Robert 
Miller,  Robert 
Miller,  Samuel 
Miller,  Scipio 
Miller,  Spencer 
Miller,  Tandy 
Miller,  Thomas 
Millett,  Prince 
Mills,  Anthony 
Mills,  Allen 
Mills,  Edward 
Mills,  Frank 
Mills,  Jack. 
Mills,  Ruf  us 


Mills,  W.  H. 
Mincy,  Peter 
Miner,  Anthony 
Minitum,  Anthony 
Mitchell,  Dick. 
Mitchell,  Bill. 
Mitchell,  George 
Mitchell,  G.  w! 
Mitchell,  Hardee 
Mitchell.  Isaac 
Mitchell.  Joseph 
Mitchell,  Jacob 
Mitchell,  Maroy 
Mitchell,  Peter 
Mitchell,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Sam. 
Mitchell,  Tom. 
Mixon,  James 
Mo,  Abram 
Moer,  Joshua 
Molan,  Jessee 
Molten,  Thomas 
Molton,  George 
Monroe,  Abe. 
Monroe,  Backus 
Monroe,  Barrak 
Monroe,  Daniel 
Monroe,  Garrett 
Monroe,  G.  W. 
Monroe,  Horace 
Monroe,  Harris 
Monroe,  Hector 
Monroe,  Jack. 
Monroe,  John 
Monroe,  Jack.' 
Monroe,  James 
Monroe,  Jerry 
Monroe,  N.  B. 
Monroe,  Robert 
Monroe,  Scipio 
Monroe,  Tom. 
Monroe,  Tony 
Montford,  T.  J. 
Montgomery,  Abram 
Monticree,  Dick. 
Moore,  Aleck. 
Moore,  Charles 
Moore,  Charle 
Moore,  Charles 
Moore,  E.  K. 
Moore,  Green 
Moore,  Hillian 
Moore,  Joe. 
Moore,  Joseph 
Moore,  Joshua 
Moore,  Lerick 
Moore,  Phillip 
Moore,  Robert 
Moore,  Sam. 
Moore,  Simon 
Moore,  Stephen 
Moore,  Stephen 
Moor,  Stephen 
Moore,  T.  J. 
Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Tolbert 
Moore,  W.  E. 
Moorer,  Thomas 


More,  Phil. 
Morrell,  Edward 
Morrell,  John 
Morrell,  Perry 
Morgan,  — ^ 
Morgan,  Daniel 
Morgan,  George 
Morris,  Aaron 
Morris,  Albert 
Morris,  Albert 
Morris,  B.  A. 
Morris,  Dan 
Morris,  Dan 
Morris,  Edward 
Morris,  George 
Morris,  G.  F. 
Morris,  Henry 
Morris,  H.  W. 
Morris,  Harry 
Morris,  Jake 
Morris,  Jeff 
Morris,  J.  A. 
Morris,  James 
Morris,  J.  M. 
Morris,  J.  G. 
Morris,  Nat 
Morris,  Ned 
Morrison,  Anthony 
Morrison,  Ben 
Morrison,  H^iry 
Morrison,  Morse 
Morrison,  Sam 
Morrison,  Samuel 
Morrison,  Tandy 
Morrison,  Wm. 
Morrison,  Wm. 
Morse,  Tandy 
Morse,  Henry 
Mosely,  Charles 
Mosely,  Charley 
Mosely,  Henry 
Mosley,  John 
Mosley,  Nat 
Mosley,  Prince 
Mosley,  Sam 
Mosley,  Turner 
Mosley,  Willis  J. 
Moss,  Henry 
Moss,  Tandy 
Muggridge,  C.  M. 
Mullet,  Prince 
Mumford,  J.  S. 
Mumford,  Standup 
Mnngen,  Christopher 
Mungen,  Peter 
Munro,  N.  B. 
Munro,  John 
Munro,  Luck 
Munier,  John 
Murder,  John 
Murdock,  C.  P. 
Murry,  Dandy 
Murry,  Emrick 
Murry,  Green 
Murry,  John 
Murry,  Lewis 
Murry,  Milton 
Murry,  Mose 
Murry,  Samson 
Murry,  W.  R. 


Murphy,  B.  P. 
Murphy,  James 
Murphy,  W.S. 
Myers,  Moses 
Mardee,  R.  B. 
Mardee,  Olmsted 
McCoy,  Albert 
McKniry,  George 
Mickens,  Frank 
Millage,  Hector 
Mills,  F.  S. 
Milton,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Wright 
Monroe,  Ben 
Monroe,  Guy 
Monroe,  Montrose 
Moore,  Andrew 
Moore,  Richard 
Marat,  Alfred 

N. 

Nally,W.W. 
Nathan, 


Nathan,  Betgamin 
Nathan,  Colwell 
Nathan,  Scipio 
Neal,  Ben 
Neal,  Ben 
Neal,  Dan 
Neal,  Gardner 
Neal,  George 
Neal,  Robert 
Neal,  Tom 
Neals,  Dan 
Nealy,  Abram 
Nealy,  Adam 
Nealy,  Ben 
Nealy,  Daniel 
Nealy,  George 
Nealy,  Henry 
Nealy,  Isaac 
Nealy,  J.  L. 
Nealy,  J.  Z. 
Nealy,  Joseph 
Nealy,  Page 
Nealy,  Samnel  W. 
Nealy,  S.V. 
Nealy,  Simon 
Nelson,  A.  P. 
Nelson,  Bob 
Nelson,  Cato 
Nelson,  Edward 
Nelson,  Isham 
Nelson,  James 
Nelson,  Joe 
Nelson,  Joe 
Nelson,  R.  B. 
Nelson,  Robert 
Nelson,  William 
Nelson,  William 
Nellcliffe,  Dick 
Nettles,  Rafd 
Newmans,  Paul 
Newman,  Charies 
Newman,  Fentoo 
Newman,  Richard 

Newsome, 

Newton.  John 
Nichols,  J.  C. 
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NickersoD,  Abraham 
NickersoD,  Alf 
NickersoD,  Arthur 
NiokersoD,  Nelson 
Xickerson,  Solomon 
NickersoD,  Thad 
Nix,  Tom 
Nix,  Bandall 
Noble,  John 
Norcue,  Wm. 
Norman,  Melville 
Norris,  Edward 
Norris,  Capers 
Norris,  Jacob 
Norris,  W.  S. 
Norton,  Damascns 
Norton,  George 
Norton,  George 
Norton,  Harry 
Norton,  Joe 
Norton,  Joseph 
Norton,  Mack 
Nealey,  John 
Nealy,  Sammy 
Nelson,  Frederick 
Nelson,  Jackson 
Nelson,  Moses 
Nelson,  W. 
Nipper,  Sabey 

O. 

Oakley,  D.  L. 
Odorm,  J.  A. 
Odom,  John 
Odor,  Thomas  O. 
Odor,  Thomas  R. 
Oliver,  Henry 
Oliver,  Pete. 
Oliver,  Pompey 
O'Neil,  Prince 
Onry,  Othy 
Overton,  George 
Overton,  George  W. 
Owens,  Richard 
Osbom,  John 
Obertou,  Thomas 

P. 

Page,  Henry 
Page,  J.  A. 
Page,  J.  H. 
Page,  Joshua 
Page,  S.  A. 
Page,  Scipio 
Page,  Simon 
Page,  Tom 
Pa^e,  Thomas 
Pame,  Jesse 
Paine,  Jim 
Paine,  John 
Paine,  Lemuel 
Palmer,  Andrew 
Palmer,  Augustus 
Palmer,  B.F. 
Palmer,  Henry 
Palmer,  J.  L. 
Palmer,  J,  D, 
Palmer,  John  M. 
Palmer,  Joseph 


Palmer,  J.  R. 
Palmer,  Martin 
Palmer,  T.  M. 
Palmer,  T.  W. 
Palmer,  Wm. 
Palmer,  Wm. 
Palmer,  W.  D. 
Parden,  Augustus 
Parker,  Arthur 
Parker,  Edmund 
Parker,  Henry 
Parker,  Jacob 
Parker,  John 
Parker,  Joseph 
Parker,  Mose 
Parker,  Spencer 
Parker,  Thomas 
Parker,  Wm. 
Parkhill,  Nary 
Parish,  Ben 
Parish,  Charles 
Parish,  Charles 
Parish,  Charles 
Parish,  Charles 
Parish,  Frank 
Parish,  Harry 
Parish,  Henry 
Parish,  Hope 
Parish,  Jesse 
Parish,  Jim 
Parish,  Ned 
Parish,  Scipio 
Parish,  Warren 
Parish,  William 
Parish,  Charles 
Parton,  Gus. 
Patrick,  Preston 
Partridge,  B.  W. 
Partridge,  R.  H. 

Paschal, 

Pasco,  Samuel 

Patton, 

Patterson,  Fav 
Patterson,  G.  W. 
Patterson,  Jacob 
Patterson,  Sam 
Paul,  Allen 
Paul,  Toby 

Payne,  

Peacock,  Jackson 

Peek, 

Peck,  Mack 
Peck,  Marcus 
Peepler,  Charles 
Pembroke,  D.  M. 
Pender,  Adam 
Pender,  Seaborn 
Pendleton,  Bill 
Pendleton,  William 
Perkins,  Colonel 
Perkins,  Simon 
Perry,  Abe 
Peiry,  Charles 
Perry,  Charles 
Perry,  Nero 
Perry,  Oliver 
Perry,  Sam 
Perry,  Wm. 
Ferryman,  Howard 
Ferryman,  John 
Ferryman,  Oliver 


Persons,  Henry 
Persons,  Judge 
Persons,  Mike 
Persons,  Sandy 
Peterman,  Abram 
Peters,  Judge 
Peters,  Mike 
Peters,  Sandy 
Peterson,  Dick 
Peterson,  Hiram 
Peterson,  Jake 
Peterson,  Mat 
Peterson,  Samuel 
Peterson,  Silas 
Peterson,  Starling 
Peterson,  Sterling 
Pettus,  Aleck 
Fettus,  B.  S. 
Fettus,  Samuel 
Fettus,  Solomon 
Pettus,  Thomas 
Philips,  Tom 
Finer,  Edmund 
Piny,  Edmund 
Finkney,  Aaron 
Pinkney,  Jacob 
Finkney,  James 
Finkney,  Jerry 
Pinkney,  Jerry 
Finkney,  Wm. 
Pinkton,  Robert 
Pitman,  Squire 
Flair,  Samuel 
Plant,  Mike 
Piatt,  James 
Piatt,  Wm.  E. 
Pleasant,  Charles 
Pleasant,  Peyton 
Flummer,  Richmond 
Ponder,  Austin 
Ponder,  Fred 
Ponder,  Henry 
Ponder,  Jake 
Fonder,  Peter 
Fonder,  Richard 
Pollock,  A.  J. 
Pollard,  Joshua 
Poole,  Peter 
Poole,  Sam 
Popple,  J.  W. 
Porter,  C.  J. 
Porter,  Edmund 
Porter,  Henry 
Porter,  J.  C. 
Porter,  J.  T. 
Porter,  John 
Porter,  M.  A. 
Porter,  Thomas 
Porter,  Thomas 
Potter,  J.  A. 
Powell,  H.C. 
Powell,  Henry. 
Powell,  J.G. 
Powell,  J.M. 
Powell,  Jesse 
Preston,  Bob. 
Preston,  Mack 
Price,  Simon 
Pride,  Jesse 
Pride,  John 
Pride,  Nelson 


Pride,  Thomas 

Prince, 

Prince,  Warren 
Proctor,  B.  S. 
Proctor,  Bahama 
Proctor,  E.M. 
Proctor,  Edward 
Proctor  John, 
Proctor,  John  M. 
Proctor,  Hector. 
Proctor,  Sam. 
Proctor,  Simon 
Prophet,  Mose. 

Proso, 

Pruden,  Calvin 
Purcell,  Francis 
Fnsha,  June  ' 
Push  a,  Samuel 
Parish,  Dick 
Parish,  Moses 
Parish,  Thomas 
Patterson,  Fay 
Parton,  Hal 
Perrimore,  C.  J. 
Perrimore,  Nathan 
Peterson,  Giles 
Piatt,  James 
Poole,  Miles 
Parker,  Harrison 


Qninten,  Jackson 

R. 

Rachels,  J.  S. 
Radford,  Kinchen 
Radford,  Isaac 
Rain,  Aleck 
Rain,  Archie 
Rain,  David 
Rain,  Dean 
Rain,  Joseph 
Rain,  Joe 
Rain,  Henry 
Rains,  Henry 

Raleigh, 

Ramsev, 

Randall,  Joseph 
Randall,  Joseph 
Randall,  Thomas 
Randolph,  Cnyler 
Randolph,  David 
Randolph,  Gus 
Randolph,  Henry 

Randolph, 

Randolph,  Jeff. 
Randolph,  Jo. 
Randolph,  Noah 
Randolph,  Peny 
Randolph,  Squire 
Randolph,  Tarlton 
Randolph,  Tarlton 
Randolph,  Thomas 
Randolph,  Toney 
Randolph,  Tyler 
Randolph,  William 
Randolph,  William 
Randolph,  William 
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Randolph,  William 
Range,  Henry 
Ray,  E.  L. 
Ray,  Bill 
Raymond,  Joshua 
Raymond,  Toll 
Rajrmond,  Robert 

Rayne, 

Raysor,  A.  W. 
Raysor,  George 
Raysor,  G.  D. 

Ratch, 

Reams,  Drayton 
Reams,  Josiah 
Reffan,  Zeke 
Readich,  Aaron 
Reddich,Renben 
Reddich,  Simon 
Reddicb,  Spencer 
Reddick,  Willis 
Redding,  Moses 
Redding,  Isaac 
Redding,  Thomas 
Redding,  Tony 

Redmond, 

Redmond,  Gloster 
Redmond,  Jesse 
Redmond,  Madison 
Redmond,  Richard 

Reed, 

Reed,  Amos 
Reed,  Andrew 
Reed,  Benjamin 
Reed,  Frank 
Reed,  Frank 
Reed,  James 
Reed,  Jim 
Reed,  Joseph 
Reed,  Lewis 
Reed,  Lewis 
Reed,  Peter 
Reed,  Peter 
Reed,  Robert 
Reed,  Warren 
Reeds,  Philip 
Reese,  Adam 
Reese,  Anerons 
Reese,  Carter 
Reese,  Cassar 
Reese,  Frederick 
Reese,  John 
Reese,  Lewis 
Reese,  Frank 
Reese,  Peter 
Reese,  T.  A. 
Reese,  Peter 
Reese,  Stephen 
Reese,  Warren 
Reehs,  Philip 
Reese,  Anderson 
Reeves,  R.  G. 
Register,  Robert 
Reichert,  C.  F. 
Reichert,  Gotleib 
Reichert,  J.  D. 
Reichert,  J.  L. 
Reichert,  W.  S. 
Redvist,  Ceaser 
Rewis,  John 
Rhodes, 


Richs,  Philip 
Rice,  Granville 
Rice,  Jake 
Rich,  Tom 
Richard,  Frank 
Richard,  James 
Richard,  Thomas 
Richards,  Austin 
Richardson,  Anderson 
Richardsou,Ander8on 
Richardson,  David 
Richardson,  Dick 
RichardHon,  Ed. 
Richardson,  Frank 
Richardson,  George 
Richardson,  Henry 
Richardson,  Henry 
Richardson,  Isham 
Richardson,  Isaac 
Richardson,  Isom 
Richardson,  Jim 
Richardson,  Moses 
Richardson,  Peter  R. 
Richardson,  Richm'd 
Richard,  Thomas 
Richardson,  Wm. 
Richardson,  Wm, 
Richie,  Tony 
Richie,  Wade 
Riche,  Philip 
Ridout,  C.  A. 
Riley,  J.  D. 
Rilev,  William 
Ritch,  Tom 
Rittie,  J.  J. 
Rittie,  J.  E. 
Riser,  Henry 
Rivers,  August 

Rivers, 

Rivers,  Jake 
Rivers,  Joseph 
Rivers,  Richard 
Roach,  C.W. 
Roach,  J.  B. 
Roan,  John 
Robertson,  Adolphus 
Robertson,  Amos 
Robertson,  Anthony 
Robertson,  Coy 
Robertson,  China 
Robertson,  Cornelius 
Robertson,  Corty 
Robertson,  Daniel 
Robertson,  Daniel 
Robertson,  David 
Robertson,  David 
Robertson,  Edmund 
Robertson,  Emory' 
Robertson,  fYank 
Robertson,  Frank 
Robertson,  James 
Robertson,  George 
Robert,  Jackson 
Robertson,  Gus 
Robertson,  Hampton 
Robertson,  Hampton 
Robertson,  John 
Robertson,  Johu 
Robertson,  Joseph 
Robertson,  Madison 


Robertson,  Ned 
Robertson,  Peter 
Robertson,  Peter 
Robertson,  Philip 
Robertson,  Randome 
Robertson,  Sandy 
Robertson,  Samuel 
Robertson,  Simon 
Robertson,  Tony 
Robertson,  Wash 
Robertson,  Wash'ton 
Robertson,  Wm. 
Robertson,  Wm. 
Robertson,  Wm. 
Roberts,  Adam 
Roberts,  Adam 
Roberts,  Abel 
Roberts,  Aleck 
Roberts,  Amos 
Roberts,  Benjamin 
Roberts,  Bristol 
Roberts,  Bob 
Roberts,  Cain 
Roberts,  David 
Roberts,  Edward 
Roberts,  Edward 
Roberts,  Elmore 
Roberts,  Elmore 
Roberts,  Esop 
Roberts,  Frank 
Roberts,  Henry 
Roberts,  J.  G. 
Roberts,  John  . 
Roberts,  J.  L. 
Roberts,  Richard 
Roberts,  Romeo 
Roberts,  Bristol 
^gers,  Benjamin 
Rogers,  Charles 
Rogers,  J.  J. 
Rogers,  Robert 
Rogers,  Sandy 
RoUin,  Wallace 
Ross,  Amos 
Ross,  Daniel 
Ross,  John 
Rose,  Stephen 
Rountree,  Anthony 
Rountree,  Lewis 
Rountree.  Simon 
Rouse,  Alien 
Rouse,  Jake 
Rouse,  Paris 
Rouse,  Philip 
Rouse,  Philip 
Rowe,  Billy 
Rowe,  David 
Rowe,  Jim 
Rowell,  William 
Russell,  Frank 
Russell,  J.  L. 
Russell,  Jim 
Russell,  Jim 
Rustin.Moees 
Ryan,  Joseph 
Ryan,  W.  P. 
Regan,  Charles 
Richardson,  George 
Robert,  Henry 
Russ,  Demps 


Simmons,  Ricard 
Simmons,  Saby 
Simmons,  Saby 
Simmons,  Samuel 
Simmons,  Thomas 
Simmons.  W.  A.  W. 
Simons,  Simon 
Simpo,  Albert 
Simpson,  Biarion 
Simpson,  Richard 
Singleton,  C.  C. 
Singleton,  Joe 
Singleton,  John 
Singleton,  Wm. 
Skinner,  Anderson 
Slater,  Adam 
Slater,  Cain 
Slater,  George 
Slater,  Gus 
Slater,  J.  H. 
Slater,  J.  H. 
Slater,  Jack 
Slater,  Jeff 
Slater,  Joe 
Slater,  W.  M. 
Slanter,  J.  H. 
Sloan,  C.  A. 
Sloan,  Elias 
Sloan,  T.  M. 
Small,  Adam 
Small,  Alfred 
Small,  Asa 
Small,  Ben 
Small,  Dick 
Small,  Henry 
Small,  H.  C. 
Small,  Henry  Eiah 
Small,  Jim 
Small,  Miller 
Small,  Peter 
Small,  Richitfd 
Small,  Shack 
SmaU,  W.  M. 
Smith,  Andy 
Smith,  Ben 
Smith,  Cary 
Smith,  Daniel 
Smith,  Dick 
Smith,  Ed 
Smith,  Edward 
Smith,  Frank 
Smith,  George 
Smith,  Geoi^ 
Smith,  Jackson 
Smith,  James 
Smith,  Joseph 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  Joshua 
Smith,  Joshua 
Smith,  J.  W. 
Smith,  Lewis 
Smith,  Loudon 
Smith,  L.  S. 
Smith,  M.  V. 
Smith,  March 
Smith,  Morris 
Smith,  Nelson 
Smith,  Richard 
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Bmitb,  Richard 
Smith,  Riley 
Smith,  Robert 
Smith,  Samuel    ■ 
Smith,  Sam 
Smi:h,  Simon 
Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Tom 
Smith,  Warren 
Smith,  William 
Smith,  W.  P. 
Smith,  W.J. 
Smy  the,  J.  C. 
Sneed,  Anthony 
Sneed,  Bell 
Sneed,  George 
Sneed,  Joseph 
Sneed,  Jerry 
Sneed,  Richard 
Sneed,  Will 
Snider,  Silas 
Snipes,  W.  M. 
Soon,  George 
Soon,  Jeff- 
Soon,  Sam 
Sparks,  James 
Sparks,  Sidney 
Sparks,  William 
Spencer,  Frederick 
Spencer,  Freeman 
Spratt,  Alexander 
Spratt,  L.  H. 
Stanford,  R.  H. 
Standland,  John 
Stanley,  Beauford 
Stanley,  Philip 
Stanley,  W.  E. 
Stanley,  William 
Starling,  Bur  well 
Stebbins,  Berry 
Stebbins,  Elijah 
Stebbins,  Henry 
Stebbins,  Randall 
Stebbins,  Wade 
Stebbins,  Wade 
Steele,  Daniel 
Steele,  Israel 
Steele,  T. 
Stein,  Dock 
Stein,  Prince 
Steen,  Dick 
Steen,  Gustine 
Steen,  Prince 
Stephens,  Berry 
Stephens,  Bob 
Stephens,  EUred 
Stephens,  Frank 
Stephens,  George 
Stephens,  Lewis 
Stephens,  Simon 
Stephens,  Toney 
Stephen,  Wallace 
Stuart,  Alexander 
Stuart,  Asa 
Stuart,  Lafayette 
Stokes,  Anthony 
Stokes,  Ben 
Stakes,  Hanover 
Stokes,  Henry 
Stokes,  Henry 


Stokes,  Joe 
Stokes,  Peter 
Story,  Isaac 
Straws,  Claibom 
Straws,  David 
Straws,  David 
Straws,  George 
Straws,  Samuel 
Strickland,  George 
Strickland,  J.  P. 
Strickland,  N.  W. 
Strickland,  S.  C. 
Stringer,  James 
Stringer,  Peter 
Stringer,  Robert 
Stroman,  James 
Stiles,  B.  A. 
Stiles,  David 
Stnrges,  D. 
Sturges,  T.  W. 
Summersglll,  W.  M. 
Surles,  Bright 
Swann,  John 
Swann,  John 
Swann,  Luke 
Swann,  Sam 
Sutton,  Loudon 
Salter,  H.  G. 
Stewart.  George 
Seabrook,  Prince 
Sessions,  Abner 
Sewell,  Charles 
Seymour,  Ben 
Seymour,  Isaac 
Seymour,  Isaac 
Seymour,  John 
Seymour,  July 
Seymour,  Robert 
Seymour,  Robert 
Seymour,  Stephens 
Shackleford,  A.  W. 
Shackleford,  W.  H. 
Shade,  Thomas 
Shaw,  Thomas 
Sheffield,  Aaron 
Sheffield,  C.  H, 
Sheffield,  Henry 
Sheffield,  Isham  ' 
Sheffield,  Richard 
Sheffield,  Stephen 
Sheppard,  Berry 
Sheppard,  Dempsey 
Sheppard,  F.  M. 
Sheppard,  Gad 
Sheppard,  James  E. 
Sheppard,  Lewis 
Sheppard,  Willy 
Shorter,  Fred. 
Shaler,  Henry 
Shaler.  W.  M. 
Shuman,  Ben 
Shuman,  Charley 
Shuman,  Josiah 
Shuman,  Limback 
Shuman,  Rutherford 
Shuman,  Sam 
Shy.  Gabriel 
Simkins,  Dallas 
Simkins,  Doctor 
Simkins,  Henry 


Simkins,  Henry 
Simkins,  Joseph 
Simkins,  J.  L. 
Simkins,  March 
Simkins,  Smith 
Simpkins,  Solomon 
Simkins,  T.  B. 
Simms,  Barney 
Simms,  Hilliard 
Simms,  Waters 
Simmons,  Adam 
Simmons,  Bemamin 
Simmons,  Buck 
Simmons,  George 
Simmons,  May 
Simmons,  Peter 
Slater,  Henry 
Slater,  Horace  G. 
Sampson,  Marion 
Sampson,  Stephen 
Samuel,  Prince 
Sanders,  Bently 
Sanders,  Burrell 
Sanders,  Ebbert 
Sanders,  Garrett 
Sanders,  Harbert 
Sanders,  James 
Sanders,  James 
Sanders,  J.  H. 
Sanders,  Jesse 
Sanders,  Jim 
Sanders,  Joseph 
Sanders,  Joe 
Sanders,  John 
Sanders,  J.  H.  D. 
Sanders,  J.  R. 
Sanders,  Mack 
Sanders,  Martin 
Sanders,  Morris 
Sanders,  Morris 
Sanders,  Sandy 
Sanders,  Samuel 
Sanders,  Theopbilns 
Sanders,  W.  D. 
Sauls,  J.  A. 
Sauls,  John 
Sauls,  Pinckney 
Sauls,  Raymond 
Savage,  Simon 
Sawney,  Matt 
Sciplin,  Cornelius 
Sciplin,  Fred 
Sciplin,  George 
Sciplin,  Israel 
Sciplin,  Milo 
Sciplin,  Morris 
Sciplin,  Peter 
Sciplin,  Peter 
Sciplin,  Washington 
Sciplin,  Williams 
Sciplin,  Willis 
Sciplin,  Withers 
Scott,  Adams 
Scott,  Alfred 
Scott,  Arthur 
Scott,  Charles 
Scott,  Charles 
Scott,  Charles 
Scott,  C.  W. 
Scott,  Daniel 


Scott,  Daniel 
Scott,  Elijah 
Scott,  E.  G. 
Scott,  Jack 
Scott,  James 
Scott,  Joe 
Scott,  Joe 
Scott,  J.  D. 
Scott,  Lewis 
Scott,  Moses 
Scott,  Robert 
Scott,  Robert 
Scott,  Shack 
Scott,  Solomon 
Scott,  William 
Scriven,  T.  L. 
Scruggs,  Henry 
Scruggs,  J.  F. 
Scruggs,  S.  M. 
Scruggs,  Richard 
Scruggs,  Samuel 
Scruggs,  W.  H. 
Scurry,  Andy 
Scurry,  Ben 
Scurry,  Cudgoe 
Scurry,  Grant 
Scurry,  Green 
Scurry,  Isham 
Scurry,  Jack 
Scurry,  Jeff 
Scurry,  Richard 
Scurry,  Sam 
Scurry,  Tom 
Seabrooks,  Aaron 
Seabrooks,  Henry 
Seabrooks,  Nat 
Seabrooks,  Neptune 
Seabrooks,  Prince 
Seabrooks,  Richard 
Seaver,  Enoch 
Seaver,  Cornelius 
Seaver,  J.  A. 
Seaver,  John 
Seaver,  W.  H. 
Seely,  Marion 
Seldon,  Jeny 
Selma,  Lewis 
Sempo,  Tasso 
Senior,  Adam 
Senior,  Adam 
Senior,  Charley 
Senior,  Doctor 
Senior,  Doctor 
Senior,  Doctor 
Senior,  Owen 
Senior,  Richard 
Senior,  Tasso 
Sawyer,  J.J 
Shackleford,  Samuel 
Scoggnes,  William 
Singleton,  Amos 
Shirre,  Frank 
Simkins,  William 
Seymour,  Huck 
Salter,  Ashley 


Tabb,  W.  A 
Talbert 


Digitized  by 


Google 


362 


FLORIDA — ^JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 


Tabot,  Cyrns 

Tanner,  Jacob 

Tanner,  Jake 

Tanner,  J.  B 

Tanner,  Vincent 

Tate,  Richard 

Tate,  Joseph 

Taylor,  Anthony 

Taylor,  Arthur 

Taylor,  Beverly 

Taylor,  Brack 

Taylor,  Braxton 

Taylor,  B.  W 

Taylor,  C.  B 

Taylor,  Dennis 

Taylor,  F.  B 

Taylor,  George 

Taylor,  George 

Taylor,  O.  W. 

Taylor,  Isaac 

Taylor,  Isaac 

Taylor,  Jackson 

I'aylor,  Jacks 

Taylor,  Jacob 

Taylor,  John 

Taylor,  John 

Taylor,  John 

Taylor,  J.  W. 

Taylor,  J.  L. 

Taylor,  J.  L. 

Taylor,  Joseph 

Taylor,  Limick 

Taylor,  L.  L. 

Taylor,  M.  J. 
Taylor,  Marcus 
Taylor,  Ned 
Taylor,  Peter 
Taylor,  Peter 
Taylor,  R.  G. 
Taylor,  R.  G. 
Taylor,  Solomon 
Taylor,  S.  P. 
Taylor,  Waah 
Taylor,  W.  M. 
Taylor,  W.  R. 
Taylor,  York 
Towusend,  Shadrach 
Townsend,  T.  J 
Tripling,  David 
Triplihg,  Richard 
Tripling,  Thomas 
Tripling,  Thomas 
Tripling,  T.  J 
Trivoll,  Jacob 
Tucker,  Charles 
Turner,  Bob 
Turner,  Bob 
Turner,  Frank 
Turner,  Friday 
Turner,  G.  W 
Turner,  Harry 
Turner,  Henderson 
Turner,  J.  C 
Turner,  J.  D 
Turner,  J.  D 
Turner,  Joseph 
Turner,  Nat 
Turner,  Robert 
Turner,  Robert 
Turner,  Samuel 


Turner,  Lias 
Turner,  Andy 
Turner,  Simon 
Turner,  Solomon 
Turner,  Thomas 
Turner,  Warren 
Turner,  Washington 
Turner,  Wright 
Tumey,  Jo 
Tucker,  J.  H 
Tucker,  Moses 
Tucker,  Charles 
Tucker,  Charley 
Tucker,  Hezekiah 
Tucker,  Isaac 
Tucker,  J.  E 
Tucker,  Henry 
Tucker,  Hezekiah 
Tumbull,  Hichard 
Tumbull,S.J 
Tull,  Edmond 
Tull,  George 
Tumbull,  Decimus 
Tumbull,  J.  E 
Tumbull,  Junuis 
Tolliver,  Haywood 
Tolliver,  Redmond 
Tolliver,  Stephen 
Toombs,  Ned 
Tosten,  Joseph 
Townsend,  Charles 
Townsend,  Shadrack 
Townsend,  T  J 
Tripling,  David 
Tripling,  Richard 
Tripling,  Thomas 
Tripling,  Thomas 
Tripling,  T.  H 
Trivoll,  Jacob 
Thompson.  Washing- 
ton 
Thompson,  Wiley 
Thompson,  W.M 
Thompson,  W.  M 
Thurman,  George 
Tillman,  Abram 
Tillman,  Abram 
Tillman,  Augustus 
Tillman,  D.W 
Tillman,  George 
Tillman,  Green 
Tillman,  Green 
Tillman,  Jim 
Tillman,  John 
Tillman,  Obey 
Tillman,  Pickens 
Tillman,  Pickens 
Thomas,  Lumas 
Thomas,  Peter 
Thomas,  Peter 
Thomas,  Peter 
Thomas,  Robert 
Thomas,  Robert 
Thomas,  Sandford 
Thomas,  Smart 
Thomas,  Solomon 
Thomas,  Thomas 
Thomas,  Tom 
Thomas,  Tom 
Thomas,  Tom 


Thomas,  Tom 
Thomas,  Virgil 
Thomas,  W.C. 
Thomas,  William 
Thomas,  William 
Thomas,  William 
Thomas,  Wynn 
Thomas,  W.  W. 
Thomas.  Abram 
Thomas,  Abram 
Thomas,  Adam 
Thomas,  A.  L. 
Thomas,  Austin 
Thomas,  Ben 
Thomas,  Calvin 
Thomas,  Dan 
Thomas,  Hamilton 
Thomas,  Handy 
Thomas,  Henderson 
Thomas,  Henry 
Thomas,  Henry 
Thomas,  Henry 
Thomas,  James 
Thomas,  John 
Thomas,  Jones 
Thomas,  Joseph 
Thomas,  July 
Thomas,  Leon 
Thomas,  Lewis 
Thompson,  Addison 
Thompson,  Abram 
Thompson,  Aleck. 
Thompson,  Andrew- 
Thompson,  Asa, 
Thompson,  B.  W. 
Thompsoe,  Ephraim 
Thompson,  George 
Thompson,  George 
Thompson,  George 
Thompson,  Harry 
Thompson,  Henry 
Thompson,  Henry 
Thompson,  Henry 
Thompson,  Henry 
Thompson,  Henry 
Thompson,  H.  D 
Thompson,  H.  R 
Thompson,  HiUiard 
Thompson,  Hyder 
Thompson,  James 
Thompson,  J.  W. 
Thompson,  J.  W. 
Thompson,  J.  D. 
Thompson,  Joseph 
Thompson,  Joe 
Thompson,  John 
Thompson,  Peter 
Thompson,  Reese 
Thompson,  Rieley 
Thompson,  Robert 
Thompson,  Sumter 
Thompson,  Syke 
Thompson,  Warren 
Thompson,  Wash't'n 
Thompson,  Solomon 
Tillman,  Lewis 
Tillman,  Prince 
Tillman,  Prince 
Tillman,  Redmond 
Tillman,  Robert 


Tillman,  Silas 
Tillman,  Warren 
Tindall,  Jeremiah 
Teat,' Austin 
Teat,  Green 
Teat,  Spencer 
Teat,  W.M. 
Terry,  John 
Terry,  July 
Tolbert,  Anthony 
Tolbert,  Cyms 
Tolbert,  Sanford 
Tyler,  George 
Tyson,  Allen 
TysoB,  George 
Tyson,  John 
Tyson,  Millviell 
Tyson,  Peter 

U. 

Ulmer,  Henry 
Ulmer,  John 
Ulmer,  Saofoel 
ITlmer,  Sam 
Usom,  David 
Utsey,  Joshua 


Vaun,  E.  A 
Vaun,  J.  H 
Vaun,  J.  K 
Vann,  J.  K 
Vanbnrnt,  John 
Vass,  Prince 
Verriott,  Anderson 
Vickers,  Boston 
Vickers,  Edmond 
Vickers,  Jet 
Vickers,  Samuel 
Vickers,  Spencer 
Vickers,  W.M.G 
Virgil,  Sol 
Van  Burnt,  John 

W. 

Waller,  Ira 
Waller,  R.  B. 
Ward,  Allen 
Ward,  B.  H. 
Ward,  B.  H. 
Ward,  E.  C. 
Ward,  E.  F. 
Ward,  Edward 
Ward,  James 
Ward,  PhiL 
Ward,  Samuel 
Ward,  W.  M. 
Ware,  Edmond 
Warren,  Gabriel 
Washington,  And*w 
Washington,  Ben 
Washington,  Clem 
Washington,  Charles 
Washington,  George 
Washington.  George 
Washington.  George 
Washington,  Green 
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Washington,    Hen- 
derson 
Washington,  Henry 
Washington,  Isaao 
Washington,  Jack 
Washington,  Jack 
Washington,  J.  I. 
Washington,  J.  H. 
Washington,  James 
Washington,  James 
Washington,  James 
Washington,  Lewis 
Washington,  Nathan 
Washington,  Ned 
Washington,  Thomas 
Washington,  Warren 
Washington,  W.  M. 
Washington,  York 
Waters,  Alexander 
Waters,  Gns. 
Water,  J.  S. 
Watson,  Joe 
Watson,  Joseph 
Weaver,  Lewis 
Weaver,  Thomas 
Webster,  Ben. 
Webster,  Henderson 
Woeden,  Mose 
Weeden,  Thomas 
Weil,  Joseph 
Weir,  J.  E. 
Waller,  H.  L. 
Wells,  Ephraim 
Wells,  Harry 
Wells,  Jerry 
Wells,  Robert 
Welters,  Himry  C. 
We^lters,  March 
Wescoe,  Solomon 
Wesley,  Dan 
West,  Abram 
West,  Derry 
West,  John 
West,  Lewis 
West,  Tom 
West,  William 
Wehington,  J.  W. 
Wehington,  J.  A. 
Wethington,  P.  F. 
Wethington,S. 
Wethington,  W.A. 
Wheedon,  Thomas 
Wheeler,  Abram 
Wheeler,  Adam 
Wheeler,  Amos 
Wheeler,  C.  P. 
Wheeler,  Daniel 
Wheeler,  E.  P. 
Wheeler,  Joe 
Wheeler,  Oscar 
Wheeler,  R.  C. 
Wheeler,  T.  P. 
Wheeler,  W.  C. 
White,  Ben 
White,  Ben 
White,  Ben 
White,  Burrell 
White,  Dick 
White,  George 
White,  Green 
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White,  H.  C. 
White,  Isaao 
White,  James 
White,  James 
White,  James 
White,  James 
White,  Tim 
White,  John 
White,  Joe 
White,  J.  W. 
White,  Leonard 
White,  Morris 
White,  Reese 
White,  Richard 
White,  Richard 
White,  Robert 
White,  Rufns 
White,  Smart 
White,  Smith 
Whitt,  Stephen 
Wade,  Cato 
Wad<le,  Peter 
Wadkins,  William 
Walden,  William 
Wald,  Peter 
Wa 

Walker,  Adam 
Walker,  Adam 
Walker,  Adam 
Walker,  Alfred 
Walker,  A.  J. 
Walker,  A.  D. 
Walker,  Andrew 
Walker,  Archer 
Walker,  Arthur 
Walker,  Ben 
Walker,  Benjamin 
Walker,  Ben 
Walker,  Dick 
Walker,  Edward 
Walker,  Edward 
Walker,  Hammond 
Walker,  Harry 
Walker,  Harry 
Walker,  Henry 
Walker,  Horace 
Walker,  Isham 
Walker,  Jackson 
Walker,  J.  A. 
Walker,  J.  I 
Walker,  J.  W. 
Walker,  James 
Walker,  Jas. 
Walker,  J.  A. 
Walker,  Joseph 
Walker,  Jack 
Walker,  J.  E. 
Walker,  J.  H. 
Walker,  J.  P. 
Walker,  1.  J. 
Walker,  J.  J. 
Walker,  L.  B. 
Walker,  Morris 
Walker,  Nelson 
Walker,  Paul 
Walker,  Reed 
Walker,  Reese 
Walker,  Solomon 
Walker,  Thomas 
Walker,  Thomas 


Walker,  Tobe 
Walker,  Wiley 
Walker,  Wiley 
Walker,  William 
Walker,  W.  A. 
Walker,  W.  B. 
Williams,  Darius 
Williams,  Dave 
Williams,  David 
Williams,  David 
Williams,  David 
Williams,  Dawson 
Williams,  Dennis 
Williams,  Dick 
Williams,  Dick 
Williams,  Ed. 
Williams,  Ed. 
Williams,  Edward 
Williams,  Fphraim 
Williams,  Ezra 
Williams,  Frank 
Williams,  Frisbee 
Williams,  George 
Williams,  George 
WiUianis,  George 
Williams,  George 
Williams,  Granville 
Williams,'  Gus 
Williams,  Hamilton 
Williams,  Hardy 
Williams,  Hardy 
Williams,  Hayward 
Williams,  Harry 
Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  Isaac 
Willianis,  Isaac 
Williams,  Isaac 
Williams,  Isaac 
Williams,  Israel 
Williams,  Isam 
Williams,  Jack 
Williams,  James 
Williams,  James 
Williams,  James 
Williams,  Jeff 
Williams,  Jeif 
Williams,  Jeff 
Williams,  Jeff 
Williams,  Jesse 
Williams,  Jesse 
Williams,  Jerry 
Williams,  Jim 
Williams,  Jim 
Williams,  Joe 
Williams,  Joe 
Williams,  J.  K. 
Williams,  Johns 
Williams,  John 
Williams,  John 
Williams,  John 
Williams,  Joseph 
Williams,  Joseph 
Williams,  Joseph 
Williams,  July 
Williams,  Levi 
Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  L.  E. 
Williams,  Lawrence 


Williams,  Lorenzo 
Williams,  Mack 
Williams,  March 
Williams,  Martin 
Williams,  Mathews 
Williams,  May 
Williams,  May 
Williams,  Mingo 
Williams,  Mitchell 
Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  Nelson 
Williams,  Nelson 
Williams,  Peter 
Williams,  Pet^r 
Williams,  Pharoh 
Williams,  Philip 
Williams,  Primus 
Williams,  Prince 
Williams,  Randall 
Williams,  Randall 
Williams,  R.  E. 
Williams,  Richard 
Williams,  Rienzi 
Williams,  Riley 
Williams,  Robert 
Williams,  Randolph 
Williams,  Samuel 
Williams,  Sampson 
Williams,  Sampson 
Williams,  Sanders 
Williams,  Sanders 
Williams,  Sandy 
Williams,  Scott 
Williams,  Spencer- 
Williams,  T.  C. 
Williams,  Thomas 
Williams,  Tim 
Williams,  Tom 
Williams,  Warner 
Williams,  Warren 
Williams,  Wash^gton 
Williams,  Wells 
Williams,  Wesley 
Williams,  Wm, 
Williams,  Wm. 
Williams,  Wm. 
Williams,  Willis 
Wolf,  J.  B. 
Wolf,  Robert 
Wooten,  Daniel 
Wooten,  E.  T. 
Wooten,  Lafayette 
Worldly,  Syke 
Wright,  Adam 
Wright,  A.  O. 
Wright,  Baltimore 
Wright,  CI  isby 
Wright,  Elroy 
Wright,  Elva 
Wright,  Dick 
Wright,  Frisby 
Wright,  George 
Wright,  J.  F. 
Wright,  Jake 
Wright,  James 
Wright,  Jesse 
Wright,  Levi 
Wright,  Moses 
Wright,  Richard 
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Wrijfht,  Sam 
Wright,  Sam 
Wright,  Sam 
Wright,  Samnel 
Wright,  Samuel 
Wright,  Thomr.  8 
Wright,  William 
Wright,  W.H. 
Wyatt,  Alfred 
Wj'nn,  AiulerHon 
W^ynn,  CharleH 
Wynn,RolH'it 
W^ynn,  Rol)€rt 
Wynn,  W.  W. 
Wuite,  G.  A. 
Whitehiin-'h,  Jef  y,  jr, 
Walk,  Beu 
White,  Hen 
White,  J.  C. 
White,  Gat 
Wig^ius,  Wilbeare 
Whiildon,  H.  A. 
Willi. I mH,  Edmund 
W^heeler,  (ireen 
Walker,  Benjamin 
W' ash  ington,  John 
Wright,  Abram 
WillianiH,  Adam 
Willi?*,  Simon 
Wanl,  Allen 
Williams,  C'harles 
AVilliaras  Edw. 
Wagner,  Sam 
Waldeu,  M.  J. 
Williams,  Zena 
Willianm,  Lucius 
Willie,  E.  A. 
W^illie,  J.  J. 
Willie,  Lewis 
Willie,  W.  A. 
Willis,  Alfred 
Willis,  John 
Wil8<m,  Adam 
Wilson,  Alfred 
Willis<m,  Hen 
Willi  son,  Benjamin 
Wilson,  Charles 
Wil8<m,  Charles 
Wilson,  D.  W. 
Wilson,  Edward 
Wilson,  Frank 
Wilson,  General 
Wilson,  Jack 
Wilson,  Jeffrey 
Wilson,  Jim 
Wilson,  John 


Wilson,  Marck 
Wilson,  Nat 
Wilson,  Peter 
Wilson,  Peta 
Wilson,  Prusiiis 
Wilson,  Rafe 
Wilson,  Smart 
Wilson,  Thomas 
Wilson,  W.  P. 
Wilson,  Washington 
Wilson,  W.  M. 
Wimberly,  Martin 
Windham,  John 
W^insor,  Edward 
Winsor,  Harrison 
Win 'hrop,  Peter 
Wirick,  Adam 
Wirick,J.  E. 
WitherspoOjG.W. 
Woo<l,  George 

Wooden, 

Woods,  Augustus 
Woo<1r,  p.  D. 
Woods,  R<^ed 
Woods,  W.  H.  A. 
Woods,  W.  J. 
Woo<ls,  Wesley 
Woodson,  Edmoud 
Woodson,  Harry 
Woodson,  Luke 
Woodward,  Bait* re 
Wood  w ard ,  York 
Wolf,  C.  L. 
Wolf,  Isaiah 

IS,  WMlliam 
IS,  Frisbee 
IS,  George 
IS,  Ge(»rge 
18,  Hubert 
IS,  Isaac 
IS,  John 
18,  Joseph 
IS,  Lewis 
18,  Nathan 
IS,  Nathan 
IS,  Robin 
IS,  Robin 
18,  Sam 
IS,  Samuel 
IS,  Thomas 
IS,  William 

..a,  F.M.T. 

Wilford,  Jerry 
Wilkins,  Gilbert 
Wilkius,  Henry 


Wilkerson.  Butler 
Wilkinson,  Thomas 
Williams,  Albert 
Williams,  Albert 
Williams,  Alfred 
Williams,  Allen 
Williams,  Amos 
Williams,  Andrew 
Williams,  Arthur 
Williams,  Arthur 
Williams,  Benjamin 
Williams,  Bill 
WMlliams,  Billy 
Williams,  Billy 
Williams,  Billy 
Williams,  Billy 
Williams,  Bob 
Williams,  Burrell 
Wiiliams,  Burrell 
Williams,  Butler 
Williams,  Cato 
Williams,  Cato 
W^illiams,  Charles 
Williams,  Charles 
Williams,  Charles 
Williams,  Charles 
Williams,  Charley 
Williams,  Charley 
Williams,  Chase 
Williams,  Clay 
Williams,  Clay 
Williams,  Cubit 
Williams,  Cuify 
Williams,  Dallas 
Williams,  Daniel 
White,  Stephen 
White,  Thomas 
White,  Washington 
White,  William 
White,  W.  H. 
White,  G.  A. 
Whitfield,  George 
Whitfield,  Hazard 
White,  R.  B. 
Whiteheanl,  Tony 
Whitehurst,  Jerry 
Whitehurst,  G. 
Whitus,  Gus 
Whitus,  Jerry 
Whitus,  Jerry 
Whitus,  Peter 
Whitus,  Tonv 
Whitlock,  W.  M. 
W^hilner,  A.  C. 
Whilton,  Archie 


\\'hilt<m,  Nathan 
Whiliou,  Ben 
Whilton,  H.  B. 
Whilton,  Richard 
Wiggins,  Alfred 
Wiggins,  Ben 
Wiggins,  Frank 
Williams,  Morerol 
Williams,  Homer 


Young,  Sam 
Yawn,  William 
Yant,  Ceasor 
Yates,  Handy 
Yates,  Jim 
Yates,  John 
Young,  Albert 
Young,  Bill 
Young,  Gus 
Young,  Henry 
Young,  Henry 
Young,  Jack 
Young,  Jack 
Young,  John 
Young,  Lrfiwis 
Young,  M.  B. 
Young,  Major 
Young,  Marth 
Young,  Murry 
Young,  Octavis 
Young,  Philip 
Young,  Sam 
Young,  Sam 
Young,  Sargant 
Young,  Simon 
Young,  Thomas 
Young,  Antoine 
Young,  William 
Young,  W^illy 
Youman,  Feutoo 
Ynln,  Stephen 


Zachariab,  Charley 
Zanders,  Alexander 
Zanders,  Clem 
Zanders,  Elias 
Zanders,  Henry 
Zanders,  Adam 
Zeigler,  Ben 
Zeigler,  Ben 
Zeke,  Aaron 


DEMOCRATIC  CENSUS. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jeflferson : 

Before  me  came  W.  W.  Abbott,  who,  being  dnly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  read  the 
affidavit  attached  to  the  census-list  hereto  attached,  and  that  the  persons  subscribinj; 
thereto  are  all  the  persons  who  were  allotted  to  take  the  said  census,  and  that  tbe 
districts  taken  by  them  cover  and  include  the  whole  of  said  Sardis  Church  districu 

W.  W.  ABBOTT. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

W.  V.  Bishop,  W.  Z.  Bailey,  J.  J.  Ritter,  J.  L.  Roberts,  W.  W.  Abbot,  F.  C.  Heory, 
J.  E.  Trumbull,  S.  Peltur,  Robert  H.  Floyd,  John  Lacy,  B.  L.  Blackburn. 
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JThile, 

d. 
C.  C.  Anderson,  d. 

A.  R.  KnigUter,  d. 
Win  field  Anderson,  d. 

C.  F.  Reichert,  d. 
£.  Anderson,  d. 
Sol.  Reichert,  d. 

D.  H.  Bryan,  d. 
J.  L.  Reichert,  d. 

B.  F.  Barnes,  d. 
J.  S.  Reichert,  d. 
W.  T.  Connell,  d. 
Tom.  Knighton,  d. 
Thomas  Connell,  d. 
Joseph  Council,  d. 
Arnold  Conen,  d. 
Wm.  Carson,  d. 
John  Faglie.  d. 
John  Hnrst,  d. 
Wm.  Hart,  d. 
Theo.  Hart,  d. 
T.  J.  Hall,  d. 
James  Hagan,  d. 
W.  H.  Hampton,  d. 
James  Houck,  d. 
Reaae  Hendsay,  d. 
John  Johnson,  d. 
R.  D.  Johnson,  d. 

d. 
Wm.  Lord,  d. 
L.  Q.  C.  Lingo,  d. 
Elia  Lastinger,  d. 
Isaac  Lastinger,  d. 
James  Masse v,  d. 
H.  Y.  McClellan,  d. 
Charles  McClellan,  d. 
Joseph  McClellan,  d. 
James  Odum,  d. 
Grant  Scarry,  d. 
J.  H.  P.  Sanders,  d. 
Raymond  Sanls,  d. 
John  Sauls,  d. 
Bright  Saals,  d. 
James  Sheppard,  d. 
Thomas  Sloan,  d. 
L.  S.  Smith,  d. 
J.  W.  Smith,  d. 
James  Sanders,  d. 
John  Sauls,  d. 
W.  H.  Mills,  d. 
John  K.  Vaun,  d. 

E.  H.  Vann,  d. 
James  Vann,  d. 
Samuel  Ward,  d. 
James  Ward,  d. 
Calvin  Ward,  d. 

d. 
John  K.  Williams,  d. 
Green  Teat,  d. 
Wm.  Teat,  d. 

The  three  names  left  blankRige  Everett,  r.,  u.  a. 
are  reported  as  uncertain.      Edmund  Everett. 

Ben  Goodwise  or  Goodwin,  r. 
Colored  voters,  Maryland  Foster. 

Matt  Foster,  r. 
Fillmore  Adam,  r.  Dan  Frazier,  r. 

Robert  Allen.  Emory  Foreman,  r. 

Scott  Allen.  Ciesar  Ilaset,  r. 

Alfred  Bond.  Porry  Fuller,  r.,  n.  a. 


Harvard  Bradley. 
Richard  Bradley,  5. 
Sharper  Bradley. 
Albert  Bently,  r. 
Masi  Crnmedy. 
Seger  Cuyler,  r. 
Perry  Alexander,  r. 
Frank  Adam  r.* 
Clement  Alexander,  r. 
Sam.  Almore,  r. 
Warren  Alexander,  r. 
Ike  Adams,  r. 
Randall  Adam,  r. 
Brandy  Bellamy,  r. 
Page  Bellamy,  r. 
Olsidge  Bellamy,  r. 
John  Butler,  r. 
Henry  Butler,  r. 
Dick  Bruuson,  r.* 
Richard  Brunson,  r.,  a.  a. 
Henry  Black,  r. 
Charlie  Burk,  r.,  u.  a. 
Frederick  Bevarly,  r. 
Wesley  Butler,  r. 
Cudge  Bellamey,  d. 
John  Bellamey,  d. 
John  Bellamey,  r. 
Greorge  Brooks,  r. 
John  Brooks,  r.  u.  a. 
Charles  Brooks,  u.  a. 
Robert  Bedrock,  r. 
Adam  Batick. 
Henry  Bradley,  r. 
Jim  Bailey,  r. 
Madison  Bailey,  r.,  u.  a. 
Butler  Blood. 
Abraham  Blood,  r. 
March  Brown. 
Allen  Crumedy. 
Albert  Cooney,  r. 
Ceasar  Cummiugs. 
Sandy  Coleman. 
Lawrence  Coachman,  r. 
Oscar  Cuthbert,  r. 
Nathan  Clark,  r. 
Louney  Brooks,  r. 
Elbert  Colemans,  r. 
Isaac  Charles,  r. 
Sanders  Charles,  r. 
Neil  Culpepper,  r.,  a.  a. 
Butt  Dauiels.  r.* 
Geo.  Dodson,  c.  r. 
Alfred  Dun  lap,  r. 
Sylvester  Day,  o.  d. 
George  Dunlap,  d. 
Prince  Dixon,  r. 
Robert  Edwards. 
Peter  Everett. 
Andrew  Ellin  wood,  r. 
Green  Everett,  r. 
Randall  Everett,  r. 


Harrison  Gat^wood,  r. 
Jesse  Gatewood,  r. 
Martin  Gatewood,  r. 
Rof  al  Gatewood,  r. 
Altred  Graham,  r. 
Gabe  Gray,  r. 
Sam  Green,  r. 
Dawse  Gibson. 
Richard  Gibson,  a.  a. 
Wm.  Green,  r. 
Edmund  Gallon,  r. 
James  Givins,  r. 
Miles  Groover,  r. 
Richard  Herd,  r. 

Herd,  r. 

Georgie  Hadley. 
Richard  Harrison. 
Bass  Hoacher,  r.* 
Jim  Hicks,  r. 
Mingo  Hines,  r. 
Manuel  Hi  ne8,r. 
Peter  Hollaway,  r. 
Bas  Hadley,  r.* 
Lymas  Hey wc  od,  r. 
Jack  Haywood,  r.,  u.  a. 
Daniel  Hagan,  r. 
Adam  Hill,  r. 
Ober  Hagan,  r. 
Ike  Humphries,  r.* 
Levy  Humphries,  r.* 
Levy  Hollaway,  r. 
Prince  Ingram,  r. 
Ed.  Isaac,  r. 
Arnold  Jones,  r. 
Mack  Jones,  r. 
Henry  Jones. 
Osl)om  Jones,  r. 
Parker  Jones. 

White  voters. 

Alec  Adkinson,  d. 

Stephen  Adkinson,  d. 

John  Boatwright,  d. 

James  Brookin,  d. 

Thos.  Brookin,  d. 

J.  M.  Chasteen,  d. 

V.  Futoh,  d. 

R.  M.  Gilbert,  d. 

Marion  Griffin,  d.,  not.  reg. 

John  Green,  d. 

Wm.  Hartfield,  d. 

Wm.  Johnson,  d. 

T.  J.  Leverett,  d. 

G.  Mugrage,  d. 

Warren  Mattox,  d. 

W.  Mattox,  d. 

J.  Mattox,  d. 

S.  Rachels,  d. 

R.  G.  Reaves,  d. 

Charles  Scott,  d. 

Edmund  Scott,  d. 

Wm.  Sparks,  d. 

James  Sparks,  d. 

Sidney  Sparks,  d. 

Isom  Sheffield,  d. 

R.  Shnman,  d. 

W.  Shu  man,  d. 

R.  G.  Taylor,  d. 

Vincent  Tanner,  d. 
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James  \Va<le,  d. 
Lewis  Ward,  d. 
ThoruaH  Wooton.d. 
Wiu.  Reichert,  d. 

Colored, 


Democrats,  black 6 

Underage 23 

Doubtful 43 

Not  here  long  enough..  19 

Colored, 


Levy  AdkinsoD,  r.  Henry  Sheffield. 

James  Anderson,  r.  Samuel  Sbuman. 

Antony  Brown,  r.  Cbarles  Shumau. 

Isaac  Collier,  r.  Warren  Smith. 

Jerry  Bryan,  r.,  in  the  State  Ben  Sbuman. 

less  than  12  mouths.  Lemerick  Sbuman,  r. 

Isaac  Davis,  r.  Si  Sbuman,  r. 

Wm.  BrooktT,  r.  Asa  Stuart,  r.,  u.  a. 

Isaac  Drayton,  r.  Geo.  Slater,  r. 

Lige  Fuller,  r.  Jack  Slater,  r. 

Jim  Floumoir,r.,  6  mouths  John  Swan,r. 

in  the  State.  Luke  Swan,  r. 

Jolly  Gardner,  r.  Peter  Stokes,  r. 

Cornelius  Rober8on,r.  Adam  Slater,  r. 

Lewis  Reed,  r.  George  Snea<l,  r. 

Shade  Harrison,  r.  Anthony  Stokes,  r. 

Allen  Paul,  r.  Dan  Stokes,  r. 

Dick  Williams,  r.  March  Stokes,  r. 

John  I^wls,  r.  John  Smith,  r.* 

Mose  Riiskin,  r.  Louis  Selmo,  r. 

Me rritt  Layman,  r.,  (>  months  Henry  Seabrook,  r.,  u.  a. 

in  State.  Burrell  Simons,  r.* 

McJones,  r.  Will  Smith,  r. 

Philip  Stanley,  r.  Ben  Smith,  d. 

Aaron  Loyd,  r.  Davis  Simmons,  r. 

Robert  Roundtree,  r.  Nat  Seabrook,  r. 

Redman  Ham,  r.  Miller  Small,  r. 

Billy  Sherwood,  r.  Aaron  Seabrook,  r. 

Gufl  Pardner,  r.  Anthony  Snead,  r. 

Henry  Sailer,  r.  Bill  Snead,  r. 

Richmon  Richardson,  r.  Jerry  Snead,  r. 

Qua  Tilmon,  r.  Will  Snead,  r. 

Squire  Randolph,  r.  Washington  Sipliq,  r. 

John  Jenkins,  r.  Lawrence  Simpkius,  r. 

Jeflf  Slater,  r.  Isaac  Sims,  r.* 

Albert  Morris,  r.  Wade  Stebbins,  r. 

Frank  Wooten,  in  the  State  Henry  Stebbins,  r. 

less  than  12  months.  Berry  Stebbins,  r. 

Alec  McCloud,  in  the  State  Wade  Stebbins,  r. 

less  than  12  months.  Lewis  Thomas,  r. 

Andrew  Hamilton,   in  the    Seaborn  Thompson,  r. 

State  less  than  12  mouths.  John  Tyler,  r. 
Frank  Israel,  u.  a.  Cain  Slater,  r. 

Scott  Williams,  r.  Geo.  Thompson,  r. 

Wallace  Roland,  r.  Harry  Thompson,  r. 

John  Stanley,  r.  Ellas  Turner,  r.* 

Bessy  Stanley,  r.  Geo.  Tillman,  r. 

Robert  Lingo,  r.  Bob  Turner,  r. 

Thomas  Parker,  r.  Mar  Tims,  r.* 

A.  S.  Hutchinson,  r.,  u.  a.         Perry  Taylor,  r.  * 
Richard  Woody,  in  State  less  Bob  Tuachen,  r. 

than  12  months.  Friday  Turner,  r. 

Columbus  Woody,  in  State  James  Thomas,  r. 

less  than  12  months.  Wm.  Thomas,  r. 

Geo.  W%»ody,  in  State    less  Solomon  Virgil,  r. 

than  12  months.  Mose  Wedon,  r. 

David  Woody,  in  State  less  Peter  Jackson,  r. 

than  12  months.  Everett  Jackson,  r.,  u.  a. 

Amos  Perkins,  r.  Abraham  Joice,  r. 

Jasper  Joice,  r.,  u.  a. 

Radicals,     white 00  Rubin  Johnson. 

Radicals,     black 259  Ben  Jumanus,  r. 

Democrats,  white 49  Peter,  or Kitter,  Jones,  r.,a.a. 


Hudson  Jones,  r. 

Alio  Jones,  r. 

Rans  Jackson,  r. 

Willis  Jones,  r. 

Thomas  Larry,  r. 

Wash.  Lyons. 

Francis  Lyons. 

Billy  Lemons,  r. ,  n.  & 

Wm.  Laster,  r. 

Doct<»r  Lenior,  r. 

Edmund  Lewis. 

Geo.  Larkins,  r. 

Ben  Linton,  r. 

Hapt  Floyd,  r. 

Kelly  Martin,  r. 

Hiram  Macon,  r. 

Tom  Macon,  r. 

Sam  Macon,  r. 

Peter  Macon,  r. 

Wm.  McGritt. 

John  Morell. 

Perry  Morell,  r. 

Anthony  Miner,  r. 

Handy  Mitchell,  r. 

Russell  Martin. 

Perry  Martin. 

Isaac  Neely,  r. 

Kay  to  Nelson. 

Robert  Neal,  r. 

Wm.  Perrj',  r. 

Starling  Peterson,  r. 

Dick  Phillips,  r.,  a.  a. 

Wad  Phillips,  r.,  u.  a. 

Parish  Pound,  r* 

Marcus  Peck,  r. 

Tom  Page,  r. 

Lem  Paiue,  r. 

Hector  Parker,  or  Larker,  r. 

u.  a. 
Osa  Onny,  r. 
Joshua  Raymond,  r. 
Madison  Ilobiusou,  r. 
Adam  Reese. 
Jim  Russell,  r. 
Madison  Redmond,  r. 
Jim  Robertson,  r.* 
Ned  Robertson,  r. 
Samuel  Rouutree,  r. 
Daniel  Scott,  r. 
Harry  Williams,  r. 
July  Williams. 
Archer  Whidden,  r. 
Rob  West,  r.,  a.  a. 
Joe  Webster,  r.,  n.  a. 
Henderson  Webster. 
Prince  Williams,  r. 
Harry  Woodson,  r. 
Edmund  Woodson,  r. 
Charley  Williams,  r. 
Charley  Williams,  r.* 
Billy  Williams,  r. 
W.  Williams,  r. 
John  Zander,  r. 
Tom  Wright,  r. 
Morris  Williams,  r.,  n.  a. 
Charley  Whigs,  r.* 
Frank  Wil»t>n,  r.* 
Andrew  Walker,  r. 
Isreal  Williams,  r.,  a.  a. 
Mose  Wright,  r. 
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Jesse  Williams,  r.*  Phil  Yoang,  r.  Ranee  Dauiel. 

Martin  Williams,  d.  Joshua  Yoang,  r.  Dan  Wooteu,  r. 

Alfred  Wyatt,  r.  John  Zanders,  r.  Henry  Roberts,  r. 

Wm.  Jeffries,  r.  Seaborn  Pindar,  r.  Adam  Pinder,  r. 

Edward  King,  r.  Sidney  Herring,  r.  Sam  Matane. 
Jesse  Kilby,  r. 

Note. — U.  A.,  under  age ;  bnt  those  marked  *  have  not  been  in  the  State  twelve 
months.    Those  names  that  are  marked  N.  V.  say  they  will  not  vote. 

Becapitulaiian, — ^Those  marked  *,  less  than  twelve  months  in  the  State.  Those 
marked  u.  a.,  under  age.    Those  names  left  blank  say  they  will  not  vote. 

White  voters,  49  democratic;  3  uncertain.  Colored  voters,  259;  democrats,  6;  un- 
certain, 43;  not  of  age,  23;  less  than  twelve  months  in  the  State,  19. 

TAKERS  OP  DEMOCRATIC  CENSUS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  William  J.  Woods,  L.  C.  Smith,  L.  Q.  C.  Lingo,  and  Daniel  H.  Bryant, 
'who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  reside  in  the  subdivision  of  Jeti'erHon  County, 
Florida,  made  by  the  democratic  party  of  said  couuty,  known  as  Barnes's  Mill  or 
Bethel ;  that  they  took  the  census  of  the  persons  in  said  district  who  would  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  the  election  held  November  7, 1876,  in  said  county  if  they  registered  as  required 
by  law,  and  that  in  taking  the  census  of  said  subdivision  it  was  divided  up  into  sub- 
divisions and  one  assigned  to  each  of  these  affiants,  and  each  for  himself  swears  that 
he  took  the  census  thereof  as  thoroughly  as  practicable  for  a  resident  of  so  small  a  dis- 
trict, and  he  firmly  lielieves  that  the  list  of  said  persons  hereto  attached,  containing 
the  names  of  all  persons  described  as  aforesaid  in  said  subdivision  known  as  Barnes's 
Mill  or  Bethel,  contains  every  person  in  said  beat  or  subdivision  so  taken  by  him  that 
had  the  right  to  vote  if  they  had  registered. 

WM.  J.  WOODS. 

L.  C.  SMITH. 

L.  Q.  C.  LINGO. 

DANL.  H.  BRYANT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  18, 1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson 
Before  me  came  James  Massey,  w! 
within  affidavit,  and  that  he  was  on 
said  census  was  allotted,  and  that  he  joins  in  the  said  affidavit. 


Before  me  came  James  Massey,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  read  the 
within  affidavit,  and  that  he  was  one  of  the  parties  to  whom  the  work  of  taking  the 


JAMES  S.  MASSEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21,  1*^6. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  D.  H.  Bryan,  to  me  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is 
the  president  of  the  democratic  club,  uoder  whose  supervision  the  census  hereto  at- 
tached was  taken,  and  that  the  districts  allotted  to  the  foregoing  affiants  covered  and 
included  the  whole  of  the  democratic  subdivision  of  said  county  known  as  Barnes's 
Mill  or  Bethel  district. 

DANIEL  H.  BRYAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Couuty  ot  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  T.  H.  Douglass,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  took  the  census 
of  the  district  of  said  county  known  as  Beasley's,  which  district  was  laid  off  by  the 
democratic  executive  committee  of  that  county,  which  is  hereto  attached;  that  said 
census  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  in  said  district  who  reside  there  that  would 
have  had  the  right  to  vote  at  the  election  held  November  7,  1876,  in  said  county,  if 
they  had  registered  according  to  law,  and  of  all  persons  that  then  resided  there. 

T.  H.  DOUGLASS. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  25,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FLORIDA ^JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 


1  Abbott.  W.W.,w.d. 

2  Adams,  J.  P.,  u .  d. 

3  Bishop.  Wm..  V.,  w.  d, 

4  Blackbuni,  W.  A..  W.d. 

5  Blackboru,  B.  L.,  w.  d. 

6  Barber,  A.  8.,  not  regis- 

tered, w.  r. 

7  Bisbop,  JoHepb  D.,  w.  d. 

8  Bailey,  W.  Z.,  w.  d. 

9  Baagb,  T.  J.,  w.  d. 

10  Bangh,  James^  w.  d. 

11  Cooksey,  J.  P.,w.  d. 

12  Cooper,  W.  B.,  w.  d. 

13  Cravy,  B.  8.,  w.  d. 

14  Chasou,  R.  C,  w.  d. 

15  Davis,  W.T.,w.d. 
Davis,  G.  N.,  not  in  8tate 

12  mouths,  w.  d. 

16  Edi^  ards,  Amma,  w.  d. 

17  Edwards,  J.  W.,  w.  d. 

18  Floyd,  J.,  w.  d. 

19  Floid,  R.  H.,  w.d. 

20  Folsome,  Israel,  w.  d. 

21  Getzer,  H.  C,  w.  d. 

22  Getzer,  W.  W.,  w.  d. 

23  Griffin.  R.  N.,  w.  d. 

24  Hay,  Turner,  w.  d. 

25  Hay,C.E.,  w.d. 

26  Henry,  F.  C,  w.  d. 

27  Horn,  D.  E.,  w.  d. 

28  Horn,  D.  G.,  w.  d. 

29  Johnson,  Jos.  A.,  w.  d. 

30  Jones, George  W.  L.,  w.  d. 

31  Keil,  Jos.,  doabtfiil,  w. 

32  Lacy,  Arch,  w.  d. 

33  Lacy,  John,  w.  d. 

34  Lee,  J.  8.,  w.  d. 

35  Lee,  W.  C,  w.  d. 

36  Linton,  8am,  w.  d. 

37  Morris,  B.  A.,  w.  d. 

38  Morris,  J.  A.,  w.  d. 

39  McClellan,  L.  D.,  w.  d. 

40  Mawbrey,  W.  W.,  w.  d. 

41  Mawbrey,  J.  L.,  w.  d. 

42  Neeley,  S.  W.,  w.  d. 

43  Neeley,  8.  V.,  w.  d. 

44  Neeley,  J.  L.,  w.  d. 

45  Nally,  Wm.  \V.,  w.  d. 

46  Newman,  Chns.,  w.  r. 

47  Oder,  Thomas  O.,  w.  d. 

48  Pettns,  B.  8.,  w.  d. 

49  Page,  John  A.,  w.  d. 

50  Page,  J.  H.,  w.  d. 

51  Quich,  Robert,  w.  d. 

52  Quich,  Willie,  w.  d. 

53  Ritt«r,  J.  J.,  w.  d. 

54  Ritter,  J.  E.,  w.  d. 

55  Roberts,  J  L.,  w.  d. 

56  Roberts,  David,  w.  d. 

57  Turnbull,  J.  E.,  w.  d. 

58  Turnbull,  Dec,  w.  d. 

59  Taylor,  Lewis,  L.,  w.  d. 

60  Ta^Nlor,  F.  B.,  w.d. 

61  Ulnier,  John,  w.  d. 

62  Wheeler,  Amos,  6,  w.  d. 

63  Wheeler,  Daniel,  w.  d. 

64  Wirick,  A.,  w.  d. 

65  Wirick,  J.  E.,  w.  d. 

66  Allstou,  Arthur,  b.  r. 

67  Allhtou,  AodersoD,  b.  r. 


68  Allston,  Luke,  b.  r. 

69  Allston,  Chas.,  b.  r. 

70  Allston,  Robert,  b.  r. 

71  Anderson,  Joseph,  b.  r. 

72  Anderson,  W^m.,  b.  r. 

73  Anderson,  James,  b.  r. 

74  Allen,  Perry,  b.  r. 

75  Allen,  Lewis  Girnee,  b.  r. 
Henderson,    Mite  hell, 

doubtful,  b.  r. 

76  Adkin,  Goveuur,  b.  r. 

77  Adkin,  Isaac,  b.  r. 

78  Adkin.  James,  b.  r. 

79  Armstead,  Lewis,  b.  r. 
Anthony,  John,  dis.  con- 
vict, b.  r. 

Adams,     8tephen,     dis. 
time,  b.  r. 

B. 

80  Bellamy,  Caeser,  b.  r. 

81  Bellamy,  Maxey,  b.  r. 

82  Bullamv,  Joseph,  b. r. 

83  Buggs,'Epbraim,b.  r. 

84  Buggs,  Isaac,  b.  r. 

85  Buggs,  Richard,  b.  r. 

86  Barton,  Alex.,  doubtful, 

b. 

87  Broxy,  George,  b.  r. 

88  Broxy,  Bram,  b.  r. 
Broxy,  8am,  n.  a.,  b.  r. 

89  Brown,  Glass,  b.  r. 
Brown,  Isaac,  u.  a.,  b.  r. 
Brown,  Miles,  time. 

90  Bumes,  Kit,  b.  r. 

91  Bose,  Guy,  b.  r. 

92  Bose,  Ed.,  b.  r. 

93  Bumey,  Stephen,  b.  r. 

94  Bumey,  Greorge,  b.  r. 

95  Buchous,  Ephraim,  b.  r. 

96  Buchet,  Jiles,  b.  r. 

97  Baker,  John,  b.  r. 

98  Baker.  Wm.,  b.  r. 

99  Biocher,  John,  b.  r. 

100  Biocher,  Mirita,  b.  r. 

101  Brooke,  Allen,  b.  r. 
Brooks,    Frank,    (con- 
vict,) b.  r. 

102  Brannon,     Bishop, 

(doubtful,)  b. 

103  Brannon,  Henry,  b.  r. 

104  Blake,  Ben,  b.  r. 

105  Butler,  Gabe,  b.  r. 
Butler,    Clem,    (doubt- 
ful.) b. 

Burns,  Tom,  u.  a.,  b.  r. 

106  Bacon,  John,  b.  r. 
Burnly,  Wade,  u.  a. 


107  Conway,  Joe,  b.  d. 

108  Conway,  Gabe,  b.d. 

109  Con V.' ay,  Wm.,  (doubt- 

ful,) b.  d. 

110  Conway,  Rafe,  b.  r. 

111  Cigler,  George,  b.  r. 

112  Cato,  Wash,  b.  r. 

113  Clark,  Robert,  b.  r. 


114  Cobb,  Eke,  b.r. 
Crochrau,   Wade,  time, 

b.r. 

115  Cooper,  Abram,  b.  r. 
Coojier,  Tyms,  n.  a.,  b.  r. 

116  Cobb,  Oscar,  b.r. 

117  Cuyler,  Dublin,  b.r. 

D. 


Daniels,  Mack,  n.  a.,  b.  r. 

118  Davis,  Eliza,  b.r. 

119  Davis,  Nathan,  b.  r. 

120  Duval,  Cook,  b.  r. 

121  Duval,  Thomaa,  b.r. 

122  Duval,  George,  b.  r. 

123  Duval,  Abe,  b.  r. 

124  Duval,  James,  b.  r. 

125  Dunlass,  Ed.,  b.  r. 

126  Davis,  (ieorge,  b.  r. 

127  Delwirth,  Boeen,  b.  r. 

128  Delwirth,  Wm.,  b.  r. 

129  Del  worth.  Jack,  b.d. 

130  Dankins,  Archer,  b.  d. 

131  Davis,  Thomas,  b.  r. 

132  Edwards,  Frank,  b.  r. 

133  Edwards,  Moses,  b.  r. 

134  Eagle,  Sam,  b.  r. 
Eagle,  Robert,  u.  a.,  b.  r. 

135  Fleming,  Jim,  b.  r. 

136  Felix,  Ephran,  b.  r. 
1*37  Fester,  Jeflf,  b.  r. 
i:W  Ford,  Sam,  b.  r. 

139  Frasier,  Robert,  b.  r. 

140  Frasier,  Miles,  b.  r. 

141  Field,  Thomas,  b.  r. 

142  Flonda,  John,  b.  r. 

143  Fleming,  Alf,  b.  r. 

144  Frasier,  Nelson,  b.  r. 
Frasier,  Gus,  a.  a.,  b.  r. 

145  Greene,  William,  b.  r. 

146  Greene,  William,  jr.,  b.  r. 

147  Greene,  Dozier,  b.  r. 

148  Greene,  Alex,  b.  r. 

149  Green,  Rich,  b.  r. 

150  Greene,  C.  B.,  doubtful, 

b.r. 

151  Grant,  George,  b.  r. 

152  Gordon,  Frank,  b.  r. 

153  Garner,  Nelson,  b.  r. 

154  Gardner,  Yancy,  b.  r. 

155  Gatewood,  William,  b.  r. 

156  Green,  William,  b.r. 

157  Green,  Simon,  b.r. 

158  Green,  Brass,  b.  r. 
Green,  Dave,  (de^d,)  b.  r. 

159  Gatewood,  William,  b.  r. 

160  Hope,  Charles,  b.  r, 

161  Hopkins,  Morris,  b.  r. 

162  Hall,  Mack,  b.  r, 

163  Hamilton,  Willis,  b.r. 

164  Henderson,  Nelson,  b.  r. 

14. 

165  Haywood,  Charles,  b.  r. 

166  Haywood,  Caesar,  b,  r. 

167  Hampton,  Tim,  r. 

168  Hampton,  Bob 

169  Hicks,  Charle**,  b.  r. 

170  Hicks,  James,  b.  r. 

171  Hicks,  Jeff,  b.  r. 
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172  Hicks,  Chatman,  b.  r. 

173  Hughes,  April,  h,  r. 

174  Hughes,  James,  b.  r. 

175  Hughes.  England,  b.  r. 

176  Hofi.v,  William,  b.r. 


227  Leonard,  William,  b.r. 

228  Leouard,  Shack,  b.  r. 

229  Love,  John,  b.  r. 

230  McCray,  Charles,  b.  r. 

231  Morgan,  George,  b.  r. 


177  Harwood,  Philips,  b.  r.    232  Mathus,  Alfred,  b.  r. 

178  Harley,  William,  b.  r.      233  McDaniels.  Kiah,  b.  r. 


179  Hall.  William,  b.  r. 

180  Hagans,  Nat,  b.  r. 

181  Hargrove,  June,  b.  r, 

182  Hargrove,  March,  b.  r. 

183  Hall,  Nat,  b.  r. 

184  Hall,  Anthony,  b.r. 

185  Hall,  Rich,  b.  r. 

186  Hagaiis,  Charles,  b.  r. 


234  Martin,  E(i.,  b.  r. 

235  Moseley,  Charles,  b.  r. 

236  Morcam,  Henry,  b.  r. 
2;^  Miles,  Moses,  b.  r. 

238  Miller,  Bob,  b.  r, 

239  Michem,  Jim,  b.  r. 

240  Monroe,  Jack,  b.  r. 

241  Monroe,  Colonel,  b.r. 


285  Street,  John,  b.  r. 
285  Steel,  Dan,  b.  r. 

Smith,     Nelson,    indict- 
ment, b.  r. 
28G  Spencer,  Freeman,  b.  r. 
*287  Scott,  Saul,  b.  r. 

288  Steward,  Aleck,  b.  r. 
Slater  Irvin,  twice,  b.  r. 

289  Scimon,  July,  b.  r. 
2li0  Simpkins,  Henry,  b.  r. 

291  Smith,  Rich,  b.  r. 

292  Simpkins,  Solomon,  b.r. 
Thompson,  Ben,  convict, 

b.r. 


^  ,  .  ,  Thompson,   Henry,  con- 

Heuly,  Ipaac,  time,  b.  r.  242  Monks,  William,'  b.  r.  vict,  b.  r. 

187  Henry,  William,  b.r.  Mozi  que,  Aaron,  con  vict  ,293  Thomas,  Adams 

188  Henry,  Elie,  b.r.  b.  r.  294  Turner,  Solomon,  b.  r. 
1>59  Hamilton,  Edward,  b.  r.         Montiqure,  Dichs,  u.  a.,295  Teate,  Austin,  b.r. 

190  Hicks,  Clem,  b.  r.  b.  r.  Tillghman,  Richers,  oon- 
Hudson, Charles, u.a,,b.r.243  Moore,  Steve  b.r.  vict,  b.r. 

191  Ha^^,  Mark,  b.  r.  244  Massee,  Allen,  b.r.  296  Tillman,  Prince,  b.r. 

192  Huddler,  Ben,  b.  r.  245  Nicherson,  Arthur,  b.  r.   297  Tillman,  Prince,  b.  r. 

193  Hanks,  Peter,  b.  r.  246  Nelson,  William,  b.  r.       298  Tillman,  Pickens,  jr.,  b.  r. 
Hughes,  J.  Wallace,  a.  a.,-47  Nelson,  Bob,  b.  r. 

b.  r.  248  Nelson,  Ischam,  b.  r. 

Johnson,  San,  time,  b.  r.249  Preston,  March,  b.  r. 
Johnson,  Scott,  time,  b.r.2o0  Parish,  Frank,  b.r. 
Johnson,   Richard,  con- 251  Parish,  Abe,  b.r. 

vict,  b.  r.  252  Parish,  Hope,  b.  r. 

194  Jackson,  Aaron,  b.  r.         2^)3  Peterson,  Nat,  b.  r. 

195  Johnson,  Edward,  b.  r.    254  Prince,  Tonie,  b.  r. 

196  Jonas,  b.  r.  255  Parker,  John,  b.  r. 

197  Jackson,  Ephram,  b.  r.     256  Parish,  Ned,  b.  r. 

198  Jackson,  Ephram,  jr.,b.r.257  Parish,  Ben,  b.  r. 

199  Johnson,  Ben,  b.  r.  258  Parish,  William,  b.  r. 

200  Johnson,  Rubin,  b.  r.        259  Pinkston,  Bob,  b.  r. 

260  Peterson,  Dick,  b.  r. 

261  Peterson,  Hiram,  b.  r, 
2o2  Peters,  Sol,  b.  r. 

263  Peters,  Aleck,  b.  r. 

264  Peters,  San,  b.  r. 

265  Parish,  Scipio,  b.  r. 


201  Johnson,  Glass,  b.  r. 

202  Johnson,  J«'rry,  b.  r. 

203  Jackson,  Henry,  b.  r. 

204  Jenkins,  Hick,  b.r. 

205  Johnson,  Wade,  b.  r. 

206  Johnson,  Brutus,  b.  r,  ... 

207  Jackson,  Ebonizet,  b.  r.   2t)6  Posha,  San,  b.  r 

208  Junious.  Martin,  b.  r.       267  Perry,  San,  b.  r. 

209  King,  Mitchell,  b.r. 
King,  David,  u.  a.,  b.  r. 

210  Kittrell,  John,  b.  r. 


211  Lamar,  John,  b.  r. 

212  Love,  Henry,  b.  r. 

213  Love,  Enoch,  b.  r. 

214  Love,  Hoyd,  b.  r. 

215  Lawrence,  Alf,  b.  r. 

216  Lawrence,  Lebe,  b.  r. 

217  Lawrence,  Cirus,  b.  r. 

218  Larkins,  Frank,  b.  r. 

219  Larkins,  Aaron,  b.  r. 

220  Loften,  Silas,  b.  r. 

221  Lee,  Lewis,  b.  r. 

222  Loften,  Charles,  b.r. 
22ii  Long,  Henry,  b.  r. 

224  Long,  Peter,  b.  r. 

225  Long,  Jim,  b.  r. 

226  Larkins,  Paul,  b.  r. 


2t)8  Perry,  Nero,  b.  r. 
2*i9  Proder,  Simon,  b.  r. 

270  Reid,  Aaron,  b.  r. 

271  Robinscm.  Coy,  b.  r. 

272  Rav,  William,  b.  r. 

273  Richardson,  Wm.,  b.  r. 

274  Robinson,  Ed.,  b.  r. 

275  Rivers, Ritch,  b.r. 

276  Richs,  Phil,  b.  r. 


299  Taylor,  Isaac,  b.  r. 

300  Taylor,  Dennis,  b.r. 

301  Thompkins,  Sumter,  b.  d. 
Taylor,  Robert,  (dead,) 

b.r. 
Thomas,  Blunt,  twice,  b.  r. 

302  Thomas,  Slied, 

303  Ulmer,  Henry,  b.  r. 

304  Walker,  Willie,  b.  r. 

305  Williams,  Bob,  b.  r. 

306  Willie,  Lewis,  b.r. 

307  Williams,  Gus,  b.  r. 

308  Watson,  Joe,  b.  r. 

309  Williams,  Frank,  b.  r. 

310  Wilson,  James,  b.r. 
3U  Williams,  Sand}',  b.r. 

312  Wilson,  Mat,  h.  r. 

313  Williams,  Arthur,  b.  r. 

314  Williams,  Nathan,  b.  r. 

315  Williams,  Willie,  doubt- 

ful, b.  r. 

316  Williams,  Jim.  b.  r. 

317  Williams,  William,  b.r. 

318  Whidden,  Nat,  b.  r. 

319  Williams,  Hardy,  b.  r. 

320  William,  John,  b.r. 

321  Wheeler,  Abe,  b.  r. 
Whether,  Oscar,  n.  a.  b.  r 

322  Wesley,  Dan,  b.  r. 


•.v^  x.,.vwcF,  ^  ui*,  ^.  ..  323  Williams.  Levi,  b.  r. 

277  Robinson,  William,  b.  r.  324  Wilson,  Uharles,  b.  r. 

278  Rivers,  Ritch,  b.  r.  325  Wilson,  Frank,  b.  r. 

279  Rivers,  Jack,  b.r.  326  Young,  Sam,  b.r. 

280  Roberts,  Ranee,  b.r.        327  Young,  Murray,  b.r. 
Reed,  Andrew,   convict,328  Young,  Lewis,  b.  r. 

b.  r.  329  Yulee,  Stephens,  indict- 

281  Reed,  Frank,  b.  r.  nient,  b.  r. 

282  Redmond,  Gloss,  b.  r.  Yantz,  Ceaser,  convict, 

283  Soon,  Jeff,  b.  r.  b.  r. 

284  Scott,  John,  b.  r.  330  Yulee,  Levy,  b.  r. 
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FLORIDA — ^JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 


BUNKER  HIIX  DISTRICT. 


Census  or  examination  of  (qualified  voters,  taken  by  din  oti  m  of  the  conservative- 
democratic  party  in  said  district : 

1  AnderHon,  John 

2  Andei^on,  Da\id 

3  Aldrich,  John 

4  AtkioH,  Ephriam 
6  Andrews.  AbHalom 

6  Andrews,  Richard 

7  Andrews,  Nero 
8 
9  Andrews,  Enoch 

10  Brooks,  Mills 

11  Brooks,  Irvin 

12  Brooks,  Milton 

13  Brooks,  Mose 

14  Brooks,  Jerry 

15  Brooks,  Dan 

16  Brooks,  Jos  A 

17  Barney,  Gal)e 
It^  Barney,  Allen 

19  Boxber,  Seip 

20  Bentley,  Chelse 

21  Brooks,  Sandy 

22  Bird,  D  B 

23  Barney,  Abe 

24  Booker,  Juhn 

25  Bryan,  R  R 

26  Brooks,  Jordan 

27  Barney,  Henry 

28  Brooks,  Allen 

29  Bentley,  Spencer 

30  Bradley,  J  B 

31  Blackshear,  William 

32  Ballord,  Isaac 

33  Brooks,  Richard 

34  Ballord,  Renben 

35  Bates,  llenry 

36  Brooks,  Aaron 

37  Briuson,  Mark 

38  Brinson,  Ben 

39  Brooks,  Aleck 

40  Bell,  Ben 

41  Brown,  Albert 

42  Brooks,  Andrew 

43  Bnnn,  Starley 

44  Brooks,  Lucius 

45  Bolson,  Anderson 

46  Blair,  Sam 

47  Ball,  Aleck 

48  Crooni,  Dick 

49  Cox,  Tony 

50  Coy,  Aleck 

51  Carmine,  Richard 

52  Coleman,  Henry 

53  Culpe per,  Cash 

54  Cobb,  David 

55  Carmichael,  Humphrit  s 

56  Croom,  Joseph 

57  Dixon,  J  W 

58  Dawkins,  William 

59  Dawkins,  W  E  F 

60  Dawkins,  John 

61  Daley,  David 

62  Dawkins,  Francis 

63  Daniels,  Jack 

64  Digjjfs,  Aleck 

65  Davis,  Henry 


66  Diggs,  Tom 

131  Houston,  Alfred 

67  Davis,  Ad«m 

132  Hawkins,  Charles 

68  Dixon,  Wash 

133  Hawkins,  Leaborn 

69  Davis,  Jeff 

I'M  Hays,  James 

70  Davis,  Err 

135  Hart,  Jacob 

71  Edwards,  Henry 

136  Havs,  Pet«r 

72  Edwards,  Mack 

i:^  Hawkins  Whiddon. 

73  Everitt  Houston 

138  Haart,  R  T 

74  Ellick,  Peyton 

l:i9  Howard,  Bob 

75  Evans,  Cooper 

140  Hooks,  George. 

76  Ferguson,  William 

141  Hall,  George 

77  Francis,  Isham 

142  Humphreys,  Monday 

78  Ford,  Zack 

143  Henry,  Mat 

79  Footman,  Prince 

144  Henry,  Charles 

80  Fredrick,  Jessee 

145  Howard,  John 

81  Footman,  Ellis 

146  Hall,  Lewis 

82  Franklin,  Aleck 

147  Henry,  James 

83  Francis,  Willis 

148  Hately,  Dennis 

84  Farmer,  Aleck 

149  Henry,  David 

85  Footman,  Ned 

150  Hall,  May 

86  Freeman,  James 

151  Hay  ward,  Lewis 

87  Futi*h,Eli 

152  Harrison,  Aleck 

88  Foster,  David 

153  Irvin,  Nathan 

89  Farmer,  John 

154  Irvin,  Peter 

90  Floyd,  Jerry 

155  Inman,  Ellis 

91  Forrest,  Sugar 

156  Joiner,  H  G 

92  Franklin,  Thomas 

157  Jackson,  John 

93  Fisher,  .ioe 

158  Jackson,  Scip 

94  Faison,  Kiah 

159  Johnson,  Hardy 

95  Foster,  Daniel 

160  Jordon,  Newton 

96  Ford,  Lewis 

161  Jones,  Henry 

97  Ford,  Abram 

162  Jenkins,  Ambrose 

98  Gaham,  Major, 

163  Jenkins,  Willis 

99  Gaines,  George 

164  Johnson,  Henry 

100  GabkLiS,  John 

165  Jackson,  Moses 

101  Gadsden,  Theodore 

166  Jackson,  James 

102  Gilmore,  Parker 

167  Jeter,  Claiborne 

103  Graves,  Harry 

168  Jordan,  Ben 

104  Gilmore,  Jefferson 

169  Johnson,  John 

105  Gaskins.  Sandy 

170  Johns4m,  Frank 

106  Graves,  George, 

171  Johnson,  Mose 

107  Gaines,  Newton 

172  Jones,  Richard 

108  Gaub,  Ellis 

173  Johnson,  William 

109  Glover,  Jim 

174  Jones,  Emery 

no  Gibson.  Dan 

175  Johnson,  Cupid 

111  Gilbert,  Ross 

176  Jackson,  Junious 

112  Guy,  James 

177  James,  Albert 

113  Guy,  Levi 

178  James,  Samuel 

114  Higdon,  Simon 

179  James,  Alfred 

115  Hart,  Soloman 

180  James,  Joseph 

116  Hays,  Mack 

181  Joiner,  Madison] 

117  Horn,  F  P 

J  82  Jones,  Major 
183  Johnson,  Joe 

118  Horvell.  W  H 

119  Horn,  Campbell 

184  Johnson,  Romeo 

120  Hyatt,  Newry 

185  Larkin,Esiah 

121  Hawkibs,  Ben 

1^  Lee,  Amos 

122  Howell,  Noah 

187  Lyons,  Alfred 

123  Howell,  Nathan 

188  Lee,  James 

124  Harring,  Elias 

189  Love,  Morrison 

125  Harris,  London 

190  Love,  Enoch 

126  Herring,  John  O 

191  Linton,  Sam 

127  Herring,  William  W 

192  MoCann,  A  H 

128  Herring,  Squire 

193  Mallet t.  Prince 

129  Hall,  James 

194  McLaudon,  Wiley 

130  Hooks,  Martin 

195  Mayo,  D  H 

Digitized  by  GoOQIc 

DEMOCRATIC    CENSUS. 


361 


196  Miller,  Giles  250 

197  Miller,  Sam  251 

198  Miller,  J  252 

199  Micheal,  F  A  253 

200  Morris,  Dan  254 

201  Mcintosh,  George  255 

202  Miller,  Scip  255 

203  Montford,  Thomas  J        256 

204  Morris,  George  257 

205  Miller,  Charles  258 

206  Miller,  W  F  259 

207  Monroe,  Guv  260 

208  McKinnon,  Daniel  261 

209  McKinnon,  Thomas  J      262 

210  Martin,  Heury  263 

211  Micheal,  Jones  264 

212  Micheal,  Willis  2<^ 

213  Micheal,  Guilford  266 

214  Mayo,  D.ivid  267 

215  Morton,  Thomas  268 

216  Mott,  William  269 

217  MeHser,  Americus  270 

218  Messer,  John  271 

219  Mease r,  Joe  272 

220  Messer,  Mnjor  273 

221  MoDJin,  Peter  274 

222  Miller,  Fred  275 

223  McMillan,  Meredith  276 

224  McElvin,  George  277 

225  Moore,  Joseph  278 

226  McGeh«-e,  Jack  279 

227  Marshall,  William  280 

228  Marshall,  Dan  281 

229  Nelson,  William  282 

230  Ne-ly,  Ben  283 

231  Oliver,  Pompey  2^4 

232  Oliver,  Jefferson  285 

233  O'Neal,  Pariner  286 

234  Ponder,  Fred  287 

235  Ponder,  Calvin  288 

236  Ponder,  Austin  289 

237  Powell,  H.  C.  290 

238  Page,  Scip  291 

239  Pouiler,  Henry  292 

240  Paine,  Jesse  293 

241  Prodder,  Mose  294 

242  Pembroke,  D.  M.  21)5 

243  Rogers,  Charles  296 

244  RuinM,  Joe  297 

245  Reed,  Warren  298 

246  Ree<le,  Coster  299 

247  Reede,  Ransom  300 

248  Reede,  Stephen  301 

249  Reede,  Ancona 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  -^— ,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  took  the  cen- 
sus of  all  persons  who  would  have  had  tUo  right  to  vote  at  che  late  election,  if  they 
had  registered,  in  the  district  laid  off  by  the  domocratio  executive  co  nmittee  of  said 
county,  and  designated  as  Bunker  Hill  dintrict;  that  they  did  said  work  thoroughly, 
and  that  the  foregoing  and  attached  list  contains  the  names  of  all  such  persons;  that 
each  took  a  part  of  said  district,  and  these  part«  include  the  whole  thereof,  and  each 
swear  that  said  list  contains  the  names  of  all  such  persons  that  reside  in  the  part  taken 
by  him,  and  to  that  only. 

J.  D.  TURNER. 

R.  T.  HURST. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  22,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Raymond,  Robert 
Reed,  James 
Randall,  Thomas 
Randall,  James 
Rouse,  Phillip 
Richards,  Austin 
Robinson,  Washington 
Rogers,  Sandy 
Robinson,  Austin 
Robertson,  Peter 
Register,  Bob 
Rogers,  Rob 
Robinson,  Frank 
Rains,  Heury 
Rains,  Abner 
Rains,  Dove 
Reese,  Ceasar 
Simpson,  Richard 
Sanders,  Morris 
Snipes,  William 
Scott,  J.  D. 
Sheffield,  C.  H. 
Small,  Giles 
Snead,  Richard 
Swan,  John  H 
Sessions,  Abner 
Smith,  Jack 
Sampson,  Steve 
Strickland,  Goo 
Shackleford,  San 
Saul,  Pink 
Smith,  Thos 
Slater,  Ed 
Scott,  Jim 
Scott,  Alfred 
Skinner,  Anderson 
Smith,  Frank 
Sampson,  Marion 
Smith,  Riley 
Shorter,  Fred 
Thompson,  Wm 
Thomas,  Jacob 
Thomas,  Lee 
Thomas,  Ton 
Tanner,  Jac  "b 
Thompson,  John 
TuU,  Ed 
Thomas,  Henry 
Thompson,  Bob 
Tanner,  Jjim 
Tanner,  J  D,  jr. 
Tison,  Mill 
Tull,  Geo 


302  Thompson,  Addison 

303  Tavlor,  Art 

304  Treanor,  G  W 

305  Thompson,  Reese 

306  Turney,  Joe 

307  Vickers,  Edward 

308  Vickers,  Spencer 

309  Vickers,  Sam 

310  Van  Brunt,  John 

311  Vickers,  W  Gif 

312  Vickers,  Boston 

313  Washington,  Green 

314  Whitehead,  G  W 

315  Walker,  E  E 

316  Washington,  York 

317  Williams,  Edgar 

318  Wiggins,  Sam,  sr. 

319  Wiggins,  Sam,  jr. 

320  Wiggins,  Fraiit 

321  Wiggins,  Geo 

322  Williams,  John 

323  Wheeler,  T  P 

324  Walker,  Ben 

325  Wheeler,  R  C 

326  Wilson,  Adam 

327  Whitehurst,  Peter 

328  Wheeler,  E  P 

329  Wright,  J  F 

330  Williams,  Dan 

331  Waters,  Aleck 

332  Winthrop,  Peter 

333  Williams,  Isaac 
3:J4  Williams,  Ben 

335  White,  John 

336  White  J  W 

337  Williams  Jesse 

338  Wright,  W  H 

339  Whittield,  Hazard 

340  Williams,  Riley 

341  Windsor,  Hairison 

342  Windsor,  Ned 

343  Woodward,  Baltimore 

344  Wilkins,  Henry 

345  Wilkins.  Gilbert 

346  Whitehurst,  Jerry,  sr. 

347  Whitehurst,  Jerry,  jr. 

348  Williams,  Jesse,  jr. 

349  Ward,  Allen 

350  West,  J<»hn 
:551  West,  William 

352  Walker,  Henry 

353  Williams,  Chas 

354  White,  J  C 
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FLORIDA ^JEFFFBSON   COUNTY. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Before  me  came  R.  B.  Whitfield,  who,  beia<j  duly  sworn,  savs  thaf.  h«  has  examined 
the  ceDHiiH-lists  hereto  attached,  and  numben^d  in  ink  all  th  >He  reports!  a«  bein<r 
her<*on  who  woald  have  been  entitled  to  vote  if  they  had  registerotl  iMJoordinjj  to  law, 
and  that  by  his  connt  they  nnmb-ar  in  all  3,075,  of  whom  he  finds  that  abjut  329  never 
registered ;  and  that  about  774  of  those  who  did  re^jister  did  not  vote  unless  th^^y 
voted  at  poll  Xo.  8,  at  Long's  store  in  Jetferson  County,  Florida,  at  the  election  held 
November  7,  IS76. 

The  foregoing  is  based  npon  examination  of  the  said  censns-list,  the  registrition-list 
of  said  county,  and  the  clerk's  lists  and  checks  made  on  the  registration-lists  used  and 
made  at  iiint)  of  the  polls  in  said  county,  aud  from  li»ts  of  the  persons  who  voted  at 
said  polls,  and  is  in  the  main  true. 

R.  R  WHITFIELD. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  1,  1876. 

[8KAL.] 


D.  CAMERON. 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


1  Anderson,  Cook,  c.  r. 

53 

2  Applewhite,  Berry,  c.  r. 

,^>4 

3  Bailey,  E.  B.,  c.  r. 

55 

4  Bell,  Andrew,  c.  r. 

56 

5  Bell,  Jos.,  w.  r. 

57 

6  Bemhot4l,  Hy.,  w.  d. 

58 

7  Berry,  H.H.,w.d. 

59 

8  Bird,H.C.,w.d. 

60 

9  Bird,LL.,w.d. 

61 

10  Bodow,J.C.,w.d. 

62 

11  Blood,  Daniel,  c.r. 

63 

Vi  Branch,  Antony,  c.  r. 

13  Bro<»kin8,Benj.,c.r. 

(>4 

14  Butler,  Caj)ers,  c.  r. 

65 

15  Butler,  Chambers,  c.  r. 

66 

16  Butler,  Hunt,  c.  r. 

67 

17  Butler,  Simon, c.r. 

68 

18  Brooks,  Whitfield,  c.r. 

69 

19  Brooks, Daniel, c.r. 

70 

20  Brooks,  A bram,  c.  r. 

71 

21  Brown,Lewis,  c.  r. 

72 

22  Buckert,  Prince,  c.  r. 

73 

23  Burney,  Jacob,  c.  r. 

74 

24  Burney,  Dick,  c.  r. 

75 

25  Burney, James, c.r. 

76 

26  Boswick,  Wiley,  w.  d. 

77 

27  Baker,  B.L.,w.d. 

78 

28  Butler,  Sampson,  w.  d. 

79 

29  Bradley,  C.  A.,  w.  d. 

30  Budd,  J.T.,  w.d, 

80 

Budd,J.T.,jr.,w.d. 

81 

31  Bryant,  Lee,  c.  r. 

82 

32  Brod, Jacob, c.r. 

83 

33  Bozeman,  John,  sr.,  c.  r. 

84 

34  Bolen, John, c.r. 

85 

35  Budd,  Joe,  c.  r. 

86 

36  Blood,  Daniel,  c.  r. 

87 

37  Bosch,  Herman,  w.  d. 

88 

38  Bird,  James,  c.  r. 

89 

39  Baker,  Charles,  c.  r. 

90 

40  Baldwin,  L.B.,w.r. 

91 

41  Beasley,  Moses,  c.  d. 

92 

42  Bott,S.C.,w.d. 

93 

43  Bozeman,  John, jr.,  c.  r. 

94 

44  Bryan,  Jack,  c.  r. 

95 

45  Brookins,  Thos.,  c.  r. 

96 

46  Brooks,  Shannon,  c.  r. 

97 

47  Brooks,  Phil, c.r. 

98 

99 

49  Barrington,  Frank,  c.  r. 

100 

50  Cain, John, c.r. 

101 

51  Cole,J.D.,w.r. 

l(^2 

52  CoHiu8,J.B.,w.d. 

103 

Cuyler,  Samuel,  c.  r. 
Chase,  I.  J.,  w.d. 
Clark,  G.  K.,  w.  d. 
Cra<ldock,  P.  O.,  w.  d. 
Clark,  M.  J.,  w.d. 
Clark,  J  no.  M.,  w.  d. 
Coleman,  Phil.,  c.  r. 
Coleman,  Orchy,  c.  r. 
Clark,  Cuft'ee,  c.  r. 
Cherry,  Elijah,  c.  r. 
Cherry,  Elijah,  jr.,  under 

age,  c.  r. 
Carter,  C.  A.,  w.  d. 
Carter,  J.  F.,  w.d. 
Croom,  Moses,  c.  r 
Curtis,  Spencer,  c.  r. 
Coson,  Wm.,  c.  r. 
Croom,  Brvaut,  c.  r. 
Carrall,  C.'T.,  w.d. 
Cooper,  John,  c.  r. 
Chase,  Lewis,  c.  r. 
Cox,  E.  A.,  w.  d. 
Clark,  T.  G.,  w.  d. 
Chrislie,  J.  B.,  w.  d. 
Clinn,  Isaac,  c.r. 
Dallas,  Scipio,  c.  r. 
Dallas  Ed.,  c.  r. 
Dallas,  Moses,  convict, 

c.  r. 
Daniels,  Dennis,  c.r. 
De  Pass,  J.  R.,  Rev.,  w.  d. 

Detrill, ,  w.  d. 

Dill  worth,  Benj.,  c.  r. 
Donaldson,  Toby,  c.  r. 
Drake,  Wm.,  w.  d. 
Daniels  Irving,  c.  r. 
Denham,  J.  S.,  w.  d. 
Deuham,  A.,  w.  d. 
Dilworth,  Eli,  c.  r. 
Dallas,  Robt.,  c.  r. 
Dallas,  All>ert,  c.  r. 
Davis,  Ham  p.,  c.r. 
Divisee,  Richard,  c.  r. 
Drew,  Eli,  c.r. 
Drew,  Harry,  w.  d. 
Dean,  John,  w.  d. 
Ellis,  Scipio.  c.  r. 
Edwards,  Wm.,  c.  r. 
Ellis,  Wash,  c.  r. 
Ellis,  Lewis,  c.  d. 
Eston,  Jack,  c.  r. 
Ellis,  Mat.,  c.  r. 
Ellis,  Fred.,  c.  r. 


104  Ellis,  Charles,  c  r. 

105  Ellis,  H.-nry,  c.  r. 

106  Engleman,  S,,  w.  d. 

107  Engleman,  E.,  w.  d. 

108  Fildes,  F.  R.,  w.d. 

109  Fulford,  Jordon,  w.  d. 

110  Floyd,  Simon,  c.  r. 
HI  Flowers,  Farm,  c.  r. 

112  Footman,  Richd.,  w.d, 

113  Footman,  Edwd.,  dead 

w.d. 

114  Flowers,  Lem.,  c  r. 

115  Foreman,  Ancil,  c  r. 

1 16  Garrett,  Richd.,  c.  r. 

117  Graham,  John,  e.  r. 

118  Gadsden,  Geo.,  c.r. 

119  Girardeau,  W.  M.,  w.d. 

120  Girardeau,  H.,  w.  d. 

121  Gredu,  Ceasar,  c.  r. 

122  Gibson,  Andrew,  c.  r. 
12:^  Garwood,  Jno.  W.,  w.  d. 

124  Goodall,  Wm..  c.  r. 

125  Graham,    Arthur,    con- 

vict, c.  r. 

126  Ganey,  Nelson,  c.  r. 

127  Green,  Jim,  c.  r. 

128  Green,  Burton,  c.r. 

129  Hawkins,  Harry,  c.r. 

130  Harris,  Simon,  c.  r. 

131  Hicks,  Abram,  c.  r. 

132  Harris,  Antony,  c.  r. 

133  Hall,  Benj.,  c.  r. 
I'M  Hall,  Albert, cr. 

135  Hall,  William,  cr. 

136  Ha^lley,  George,  c.  r. 

137  Herring,  Henry,  c.  r. 

138  Haixiy,  Pay  ton,  c.  r. 

139  Harris,  Thomas,  c.  r. 

140  Hills,  J.  E.,  c.  r. 

141  Hooten,  Charles,  c.  r. 

142  Hewill,  Bill,  c.r. 

143  Hook,  Isaac,  c.  r. 

144  Harrison,  Joshua,  c.  r. 

145  Houston,   Jim,  (under 

age,)  c.  r. 

146  Hayney,  William,  w.  d. 

147  Harrington,  Jim, c.r. 

148  Hawkins,  Gridison,  c  r. 

149  Harris,  Lewis,  cr. 

150  Hamilton,  Lucius, cr. 

151  Henderson,  Pete,  c  r. 
l.'>2  Henderson,  Ed.,  c.  r 
153  Hill,  Dick,  c.r. 
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154  Hnnter,  Thomas,  c.  r.  222 

155  Hill,  Nathan,  c.r.  223 

156  Herring,  Peter,  c.  r.  224 
•67  Hall, John, c.r.  225 

158  Hall,  Samnel,  c.  r.  226 

159  Hunter,  Martin,  c.  r.  227 

160  Haines,  Thomas,  o.  r.  228 

161  Hardv,  John,  c.  r.  229 

162  Houston,  Thomas,  c.  r.  230 

163  Houston, Jack, c.r.  231 

164  Harris,  Gas,  c.  r.  232 

165  Huggins,  Isaac,  c.  r.  233 

166  Howell,  Philip,  c.  r.  234 

167  Harrison,  Rev.  Dr.,  w.d.  235 

168  Hall,  Harvey,  c.  r.  236 

169  Holcomb,  Dick,  c.  r.  2:i7 

170  Henry,  William,  c.  r.  238 

171  Hager,  John.  239 
178  James,  Samuel,  c.  r.  210 

173  Jackson,  William,  c.  r.  241 

174  Jones,  Gabe,  c.  r.  242 

175  Jones,  George,  c.  r.  243 

176  Johnson,  Mark,  c.  r.  244 

177  Johnson,  B.  W.,  w.  d.  245 

178  Johnson,  J.  Robt.,  w.  d.  24H 

179  Jackson,  Andrew,  c.  r.  247 

180  Jackson,  And'w, jr.,  c.r.  24*5 

181  Jordan,  John,  c.d.  249 

182  Jacobs,  Monroe,  c.  r.  250 

183  Johnson,  Thos.  F.,  w.  d.  251 

184  Johnson,  Thos.  L.,  w.  d.  252 

185  Johnson,  Frank,  w.  d.  253 

186  Jordon,  Jno. ,  w.  d.  254 

187  Johnson, Ben,  c.r.  255 

188  Kimball,  Thos.,  c.  r.  256 

189  King,  Jos.,  c.  r.  257 

190  Kiughton,  A.  R.,  w.  d.  258 

191  Kilpatrick,  Jack,  c.  r.  259 

192  Kent,  Isaac.  260 

193  Lenord,  Ellis,  c.  r.  261 

194  Limby,  Lewis,  c.  r.  262 

195  Lawton,  Armstead,  c.  d.  263 

196  Livingston,  Edwd.,c.d.264 

197  Lee,  Alfred,  c.  d.  265 

198  Lyons,  Arthur,  c.  r.  266 

199  Lamar,  W.  B.,  w.  d.  267 

200  Lee, Jas.,  w.d.  268. 

201  Long,  W.  Ryal,  c.  r.  269 

202  Linsey,  H.  F.,  w.  d.  270 

203  Linsey,  Austin,  w.  d.  271 

204  Lee,  Newman,  c.  r.  272 

205  Lee,  Luke,  un.  age,  c.  r.  273 

206  Lee,  Jno.,  un.  age,  c.  r.  274 

207  Lemons,  Absolom,  c.  r.  275 

208  Lyons,  G.  W.,  w.  d.  276 

209  Joyous,  Frank,  w.  d.  277 

210  Marshall,    John,    under278 

age,  c.  r. 

211  Mathers, Jim,  c.r.  279 

212  Martin,  Stephen,  c.  r.  280 

213  Mathas,  Mingo,  c.  r.  281 

214  Mills,  Antony,  c.  r.  282 

215  Mitchell,  Geo.,  c.  r.  2«3 

216  Mitchell,  Joe,  (probably284 

can't  Vote  ?)  c.  r.  285 

217  Mathews,  Chester,  c.  r.  286 

218  Martin,  Samuel,  w.  d. 

219  Mays,  Jno.,  c.  r.  287 

220  Meachem,  Robt.,  c.  r.  2s8 

221  McCoy,  Albert,  c.  d.  289 


Miller,  Robt.,  c.r.  290 
Miller,  Hackett,  c.  r. 
Mouroe,  G.W.,  8heriff,c.r.29l 

Miller,  Henry,  c.  r.  292 

McMillan,  Samuel,  c.  r.  293 

Morsball,  Wash,  c.  d.  294 

Murray,  Wm.,  c.  r.  295 

McCall,  Wm.,w.d.  296 

McDaniels,  Peter,  c.  r.  297 

McKee,  Symas,  c.  d.  298 

McKee,  Abram,  c.  d.  299 

Mitchell,  Geo.,  c.  d.  300 

McCray,  S.W.B.,c.d.  301 

Mincey,  Peter,  c.  r.  302 

Marvin,  W.  P.,  w.  d,  303 

Marvin,  Robt.,  w.  d.  304 

Miller,  Samnel,  c.  r.  305 

Morgan,  Dan,  c.  r.  306 

McGuire,  Wm.,  o.  r.  307 

McGuire,  Richard,  c.  r.  308 

McGuire,  Israel,  c.  r.  309 

Marks,  Lewis,  c.  r.  310 

McDaniel,  Spencer,  c.r.  311 

McDaniel,  Jordon,  c.  r.  312 

McDaniel,  King,  c.  r.  313 

Meachem,  G.  S.,  c.  r.  314 

Nelson,  Robt.,  w.  d.  315 

Nelson,  A.  P.,  w.  d.  316 

Needeu,  Thos.,  c.  r.  317 

Oakley,  D.  S.,  w.d.  318 
Ogleton,  Geo.,  c.r. 

Prince,  Wade.  319 

Preston,  Robt.,  c.  r.  320 

Potter,  Jno.  A.,  c.  r.  321 

Parish,  Chas.,  jr.,  c.  r.  322 

Parish,  Chas.,  sr.,  c.  r.  323 

Parish,  Moses,  c.  r.  324 

Palmer,  Muuday,  c.r.  325 

Ponder,  Dick,  c.  r.  326 

Palmer,  Jas.,  w.  d.  327 

Palmer,  W.  D..  w.  d.  328 

Partridge,  R.  H.,  w.  d.  329 

Pasco.  S.,  w.  d.  .  330 

Phenix,  Isaac,  c.  r.  331 

Parish,  Warner,  c.  r.  332 

Parish,  Jim,  c.  r.  333 

Pinkney,  Wm.,  c.  r.  334 

Partridge,  B.  W.,  w.  d.  335 

Pilmau,  Squire,  c.  r.  336 

Pleasant,  Peyton,  c.  r.  3ii7 

Parker,  w.  r.  338 

Porter,  J.  T.,  w.  d.  339 

Porter,  J.  C,  w.  d.  340 

Powell,  w.d.  341 

Poole,  Pete,  c.  r.  342 

Palmer,  Patrick,  c.  r.  343 

Palmer.   Tom,    (at   Dr.  344 

Palmers,)  c.  r.  345 

Palmer,  Jno.  M.,  w.  d.  346 

Palmer,  Jno.  D.,  w.  d.  347 
Palmer,  T.  M.,  w.  d. 

Palmer,T.  W.,  w.d.  348 

Palmer,  J.  R.,  w.  d.  349 

Porter,  M.  A.,  w.  d.  350 

Palmer,  Augustus,  w.  d.  :^1 

Parish,    Chas.,    son    of  352 

Charles,  j r.,  c.  r.  353 

Pate,  Joe,  c.  r.  354 

Prichert,  J,  S.,  c.  r.  355 

Prichert,  Chas.,  c.  r.  356 


Prichert,  Gaudaloupe, 
c.r. 

Prichert,  Solomon,  c.  r. 

Robinson,  Sandy,  c,  r. 

Robinson,  Phil.,  c.  r. 

Robinson,  Sandy,  jr.,  c.  r. 

Roberts,  Jno.,  c.  r. 

Riley,  Wm.,  c.  r. 

Rains,  Dean,  c.  r. 

Rains,  Joe,  c.  r. 

Rains,  David,  c.  r. 

Randall,  Perry,  c.  r. 

Rains,  Archy,  c.  r. 

Ridcout,  C.  A.,  c.  r. 

Robertson,  Tony,  c.  r. 

Robinson,  Jackson,  c.  r. 

Robinson,  Antony,  c.  r. 

Richardson,  Moses. 

Roach,  Billy,  c.  r. 

Rose,  Amos,  c.  r. 

Randolph,  Randall,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  Theoph.,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  Jno.,  c.  r. 

Smith,  Samnel,  c.  r. 

Scott,  Robt.,  w.  d. 

Summergill,  Wm.,  w.  d. 

Simpkins,  T.  B.,  w.  d. 

Simpkins,  J.  S.,  w.  d. 

Simmons,  Pete,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  Harbard,  (un- 
der age,)  c.  r. 

Stiles,  B.  A.,  w.  d. 

Seymour,  Isaac,  c.  r. 

Scott,  Chas  ,  c.  r. 

Scott,  Charles,  jr.,  c.  r. 

Scott,  Arthur,  c.  r. 

Singleton,  Joe,  c.  r. 

Simmons, W.  A.W.,  w.  d. 

Simmons,  Thos.,  w.  d. 

Sawyer,  J.  J.,  Rev.,  c.  r. 

Singleton.  Jno.,  c.  r. 

Sinikins,  Smith,  w.  d. 

Scott,  Wm.,  w.  d. 

Shuler,  Wm.,  c.  r. 

Scott,  Lewis,  c.  r. 

Smith,  £.  L.,  c.  r. 

Straws,  David,  sr.,  c.  r. 

Straws,  David,  jr.,  c.  r. 

Straws,  Claborne,  c  r. 

Straws,  Geo.,  c.  r. 

Straws,  Saml.,  c.  r. 

Solomons,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  Jesse,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  W.  D.,  c.r. 

Seabrook,  Henry,  c.  d. 

Simon  Simon,  w.  d. 

Sanders,  Burwell,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  Elbert,  c.r. 

Sandy,  Dick,  c.  r. 

Sunday,  Prince,  under 
a^e,  0.  r. 

Smith,  Frank.,  c.  r. 

Sanders,  Joe.,  c.  r. 

Soon,  Saml.,  c.  r. 

Thomas,  Stewart,  o.  r. 

Thompson,  Edwd.,  c.  r. 

Taylor,  M.  J.,  w.  r. 

Trumbull,  Junius,  w.  d. 

Trumbull,  Richd.,  w.  d. 

Turner,  J.  C,  w.  d. 
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357  Tucker,  J.  H.,  w.  d.  375  White,  Henry  C,  o.  r.      392  Williams,  Albert,  c  r. 

358  Tboma»,  Tom,  c.  r.  37*i  Walker,  Sol  c.  r.  393  Williams,  Hamp,  c  r. 

359  Tillman,  Obe,c.  r.  377  Washington,  Jim.,  c.  r.    394  Williams,  Dave,cr. 

360  Thompson,  Sol,  c.  d.        378  White,  Green,  (bbwjk,)  395  Whitehuret,  GiiS,  c  r.      t 

361  Thomas,  Wm.,  c.  r.  c.  r.  396  Witherspoon,  G.  W.,c.r. 

362  Thompson,  Abe,  c.  r.        379  White,  Stephen,  c.  r.        397  White,  Rufus,  c.  r. 

363  Taylor,  C.  T.,  w.  d.  380  Williams,  Ezra,  c.r.         398  Washington,  Ned,c.r. 

364  Taylor,  J.  L.,  w.  d.  381  Williams,  Randall,  w.  d.  :J99  Washington,  Lewis,  c  r. 

365  Taylor,  G.  W.,  w.  d.         382  Wilson,  Pete,  c.  r,  400  Williams,  Joe,  c  r. 

366  Taylor,  Ned,  o.  r.  383  Whitfield,  R.  B.,  w.  d.       401  Whitfield,  Geo.,  w.  d. 

367  Taylor,  Lameoh,  c.  d.       384  Whitner,  A.  C,  w.  d.         402  Williams,  D.,  w.  d, 

368  Teal,  Speucer,  c.  r.  385  Washington.  Geo.,  c.  r.     403  Wright,  A.  O.,  w.  d. 

369  Turner,  J.  D.,  w.  d.  386  Woods,  Jeff",  c.  r.  404  Youug,  Toby,  (convict^) 

370  Taylor,  B.  W.,  w.  d.         387  Williams,  Isaac,  c.  r.  c.  r. 

371  Thomas,  July,  c.  r.  388  Wilson,  Dave,  w.  d.  405  Young,  Willis,  c.  r. 

372  Weller,  H.  8.,  w.  d.  389  Weil,  J.,  w.  d.  406  Young,  Henry,  c.  r. 

373  Walker,  W.  A.,  w.  d.        390  Williams,  Ed.,  c.  r.  407  Zigler,  Abram,  c  d. 

374  Walker,  Jackson,  c.  r.     391  Williams,  G.  S.,  c.  r.  408  J.  T.  Budd,  jr. 
Total— ^5.  (408.) 

White  denioc.ats 104 

Colored  democrats .         17 

White  radicals 6 

Colored  radicals 248 

375 

Convicts 3 

Underage 5 

Not  here  long  enongh I 

White  democrats 106 

Colored  democrats 18 

White  radicals 6 

Colored  radicals 269 

Disqualified 9 

389 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came , ,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  laid  off  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  democratic  party  and  designated 
as  Monticello,  was  divided  into  four  parts  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  census  of  per- 
sons who  resided  therein  who  would  be  qualified  voters  of  said  county  if  they  should 
register  according  to  law  ;  that  one  of  the  said  parts  was  allotted  to  each  of  the  under- 
signed for  the  purpose  of  taking  said  census  ;  that  they  took  said  census  in  a  thorough 
manner;  that  the  list  hereto  attached  contains  the  names  of  all  such  persons  in  the 
part  allotted  to  each  of  the  undersigned,  and  that  they  each  swear  only  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  part  taken  by  himself;  that  C.  T.  Taylor  took  the  northeastern  part,  T.  B. 
Simpkins  and  J.  B.  Christie,  jr.,  took  the  southwestern  part,  G.  W.  Taylor  and  T.  W. 
Palmer  took  the  northwestern  part,  T.  L.  Clarke  and  A.  C.  Whitner  took  the  south- 
eastern part. 

C.  T.  TAYLOR. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  22nd,  1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
iT.  W.  PALMER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribe  d  before  me,  as  notary  public  of  the  State  of  Florida  at  large* 
this  November  27  th,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  Stat<e  of  Florida. 
T.  B.  SIMPKINS. 
W.  M.  GIRARDEAU. 
J.  B.  CHRISTIE,  Jr. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
T.  L.  CLARKE. 
A.  C,  WHITNER. 
GEO.  W.  TAYLOR. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

Digitized  by  "s^jkjkjwik^ 


DEMOCBATIC    CENSUS. 


365 


w.  for  white ;  d.  for  democrat ;  b.  for  black ;  r.  for  nidical ;  x  signifies  not  registered. 


1  J.  B.  Mexander,  w.  d. 

2  J.  R.  McCall,  w.  d. 

3  J.  McCttll,  jr.,  w.  d. 

4  James  Co^gins,  sr.,  w.  d. 

5  James  Coggins,  w.  d. 

6  Thomas  Coggin8,w.  d. 

7  Stephen  Coggins,  w.  d. 
H  James  Boland,  w.  d. 

9  James  Bolan,  sr.,  w.  d. 

10  Isaac  Story,  w.  d. 

11  James  Lewis,  w.  d. 

12  Hillary  Sprat. 

13  Alexander  Sprat. 

14  P.  Barrington,  w.  d. 

15  John  Bnrrington,  w.  d. 

16  Wilson  Barrington,  w.  d. 

17  C.  E.  McClelau. 

18  J.  A.  Granger,  w.  d. 

19  Thomas  Hawk,  w.  d. 

20  C.  J.  Porter,  w.  d. 

21  John  C.  Nicols,  w.  d. 

22  W.  H.  Braden.  w.  d. 

23  James  Hodder,  w.  d. 

24  J.W.Alten,  w.  d. 

25  William  Bradsbaw,  w.  d. 

26  Thomas  Bradshaw,  w.  d. 

27  O.  H.  Gadsden,  w.  d. 

28  Enoch  Seaver,  w.  d. 

29  John  Seaver,  w.  d. 

30  Noble  Seaver,  w.  d. 

31  Not  registered,  w.  d. 

32  Alex.  Alligood,  w.  d. 

33  Wm.  Williams,  w.  d. 

34  Ephraim  Williams,  w.  d. 


35  Hosea  Williams,  w.  d. 

36  James  Brumbley,  w.  r. 

37  Baptist  Brumbley,  w.  r. 

38  John  High,  w.  r. 

39  Jas.  High,  w.  r. 

40  Jas.  Brooks,  w.  r. 

41  John  Brooks,  w.  r. 

42  William  Brooks,  w.  r. 

43  Silas  Snyder. 

44  Joshna  Duncan,  w.  r. 

45  David  Connell,  doubt. 

46  Jerry  Gray,  w.  r. 

47  James  Gray,  w.  r. 

48  Thos.  Connel,  w.  X. 

49  J.  C.  Hnstun,  w.  r. 

50  Joice  Mixom,  w.  r. 

51  Wm.  Moore,  w.  r. 

52  John  Osborn,  w.  r. 

53  Isaac  Williams,  c.  r. 

54  Lewis  West,  c.  r. 

55  George  Clark,  c.r. 

56  George  Clark,  sr.,  c.  r. 

57  Thos. John iston, c.r. 

58  West  Fields,  c.  r. 

59  Chatman  Fields,  c.  r. 

60  Jas.  Fields,  c.  r. 

61  Jeff  Williams,  c.r. 

62  Galec  Hnggins,  c.  r. 

63  Joe  Green, c.r. 

64  Scott  Green,  c.  r. 

Jeff.  Williams, jr., c.  X. 

65  Geo.  Hagan,  c.  r. 

66  Jas.  Richards,  c.  r. 

67  William  Denniss,  c.  r. 


68  Spencer  Jackson,  c.  r. 
Abrum  Lorett,  c.  X. 

69  Jacob  Johnston,  c.  r. 

70  Wm.  Johnston,  c.  r. 

71  James  Jordon,  c.  r. 

72  James  White,  c.  r. 

73  Frank  Lewis,  c.  r. 

74  Isham  Richards,  c.  r. 

75  Geo.  Jones,  c.  r. 

76  Benj.  Morrison,  c.  r. 

77  Jesse  Powell, c.r. 

78  Robert  Geathnr,  c.  r. 

79  Phil.  Lawrence, c.r. 

80  Adam  Roberts, c.r. 

81  Cato  Williams,  c.  r. 

82  York  Houston, c.r. 
Bristow  Williams,  c.  r. 

83  Dennis  Green,  c.  r. 

84  Primus  Green,  c.  r. 

85  Silas  Jordon,  c.  r. 

86  Henry  Jordon,  c.  r. 

87  Stephen  Ross,  c.  r. 

88  Allen  Hopkins,  c.  r. 

89  Peter  Richardson,  c.  r. 

90  Frank  Richardson,  c.  r. 

91  Watson  Hall,  c.  r. 

92  Thos.  Redden,  c.  r. 
Leonard  Applewhite,  c.  X 

93  Anderson  Moore,  c.  r. 

94  X  ?  supposed  not  to  be  old 

95  X  J  enough. 

96  Anderson  Richards,  c.  r. 

97  Jas.  Richards,  c.  r. 

98  Mose  Redding,  o.  r. 


Whites,  46;  blacks,  44— total,  90. 
qualified  already  deducted. 


Democrats,  45 ;  radicals,  45— total,  90.    Four  dis- 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  W.  C.  Thomas,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  district  laid  off 
by  the  executive  committee  of  the  democratic  party  of  said  county,  known  as  Caney 
Branch,  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  census  of  all  persons 
residing  therein  who  would  be  qualified  voters  of  said  county  if  they  should  register 
according  to  law ;  that  W.  C.  Thomas  took  the  southern  part  thereof  and  S.  A.  Weth- 
ington  took  the  northern  part  thereof;  and  the  said  Thomas  swears  that  he  took  the 
census  of  such  persons  in  the  southern  part  thereof  thoroughly,  and  that  the  list  of 
names  hereto  attached  contains  the  names  of  all  such  persons  residing  therein.  And 
said  Wethingtou  swears  that  the  list  hereto  attached  contains  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  residing  in  the  northern  part  thereof;  and  they  each  say  that  they  are  familiar 
with  the  whole  district,  and  they  believe  that  said  list  contains  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  residing  in  said  district. 

W.  C.  THOMAS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  22,  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

S.  A.  WETHINGTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  as  notary  public  at  large  for  the  State  of  Florida, 
this  November  27,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 
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1  Alexander,  Eflinond,b.  72 

2  Alexauder,  Eni^lish,  b.  73 

3  Alexander,  Wilfioii,  b.  74 

4  AlexHoder,  Sam.,  b.  75 

5  Alexan<ler,  Joe.,  b.  76 

6  Alexander,  Cotfee,  b.  77 

7  Alexander,  John,  b.d.  76 

8  Alexander,  John,  b.  r.  79 

9  Alexander,  Henry,  0.  80 

10  Andenson,  Wealey,  b.  81 

11  Anderson,  Alfred,  b.  82 

12  Andernon,  Joe.,  b.  83 

13  AuderHon,  George,  b.  84 

14  Arons,  Prince,  b.  85 

15  Arons,  Artemus,  b.  S6 

16  Arons,  Flanders,  b.  87 

17  Acaman,  Fred.,  b.  88 

18  Aiken,  Fortimon,  3,  b.  89 

19  Aiken,  Wilijon,  21,  b.  90 

20  Allen,  Lewis,  b.  91 

21  Archy,  Harry,  b.  92 

22  Adkins,  Governor,  b.  93 

23  Adkins,  Minor,  not  21,  b.  94 

24  Andrews,  James,  w.  95 

25  Bellamy,  Friday,  b.  96 

26  Bellamy,  Aaron,  b.  97 

27  Bellamy,  Ben.,  b.  98 

28  Bellamy,  Larrv,  b.  99 

29  Bellamy,  Bethel,  b.  100 

30  Bellamy,  Emanael,  b.  lOl 

31  Bellamy,  Cudge,  sr.,  b.  102 

32  Bellamy,  Cndge,  jr.,  b.  103 

33  Bellamy,  John,  b.  r.  104 

34  Bellamy, John,  b.d.  105 

35  Bellaqiy,  George,  b.  106 

36  Bellamy,  Page,  b.  107 

37  Bellamy,  Ceasar,  b.  108 

38  Bellamy,  Nero,  not  21,  b.l09 

39  Bellamy,  Daniel,  b.  J 10 

40  Brooks,  Notllu8,b.  Ill 

41  Brooks,  Nep,  b.  112 

42  Brooks,  Andersoii,  b. 

43  Brooks,  Edward,  b.  113 

44  Brooks,  Friday,  b.  114 

45  Brown,  Oliver,  b.  115 

46  Brown,  Thomas,  b.  116 

47  Branch,  Isaah,  b.  117 

48  Barton,  Fred.,  b.  118 

49  Butler,  Napoleon,  b.  119 

50  Butler,  Pick,  b.  120 

51  Bradley  John,  b.  121 

52  Burton,  Albert,  b.  122 

53  Bell,  Prince,  b. 

54  Bell,  Sam.,  b.  123 

55  Bell,  Richard,  b.  124 
•  56  Broxey,  Richard,  b.  125 

57  Briggs  Robert,  b.  126 

58  Blake,  Prince,  b.  127 

59  Blake,  Reubin,  b.  128 

60  Berry,  Lucius,  b.  129 

61  Busby,  Joseph,  b.  130 

62  Beazley,  Jas.  C,  w. 

63  Beazley,  Wm.,  w. 

64  Bell,  W.  R.,  w.  131 

65  Bums,  M.  C,  w.  132 

66  Bishop,  Geo.,  w.  i:« 

67  Bishop,  Martin,  w. 

68  Bishop,  Oliver,  w.  134 

69  Bishop,  Lot,  w.  135 

70  Bishop,  Calvin,  w.  136 

71  Bishop,  Hi  lory,  w.  137 


Bishop,  Dave,  w.  138 

Barrington,  Nut,^w.  139 
Buchanan,  F.  F.,  w. 
Braswell,  T.  M.,  w. 

Braswell,  Geo.,  w.  140 

Braswell,  Jasper,  w.  141 
Burton,  Chas.,  w. 

Car,  Ned,  b.  142 
Carter,  Friday,  b. 
Cherry,  Morris,  b. 
Cherry,  Floyd,  not  21,  b.l43 

Cherry,  Cornelius,  b.  144 

Comodon,  Stephen,  b.  145 

Coalman,  Archibald,  b.  146 

Coger,  Daniel,  b.  147 

Co^^er,  Beu.,  b.  148 

Craney,  Providence,  b.  149 

Christopher,  Irvin,  b.  150 

Chapman,  Wm.,  w.  151 

Chapman,  Richard,  w.  152 

Crosby,  Thomas,  w.  153 

Clayton,  J.  B.,  w.  154 

Clayton,  A.  B.,  w.  155 

Cobb,  I.  V.  W.,  w.  156 
Cobb,  S.  A.,  w. 
Cobb,  T.  M.,  w. 

Corniif,  Patrick,  w.  157 

Colson,  G.  W.,  w.  158 

Dozier,  Peter,  b.  159 

Dozier,  Israel,  b.  160 

Dozier,  Henry,  b.  161 

Dillafield,  George,  b.  162 

David,  John,  b.  163 

Dixon,  Prince,  b.  164 

Dixon,  Nelson,  b.  165 

Dixon,  Paul,  b.  166 

Dixon,  Daniel,  b.  167 

Dixon,  Harrison,  b.  168 

Dixon,  Isaiah,  b.  169 
Davis,  Prince,  b. 

Davis,  Allen,  b.  170 

Davis,  Remon,  b..  con.  171 

Delane,  Frederick,  b.  172 

Dawkins,  Rube,  b.  173 

Daniels,  Coalman,  b.  174 

David,  John,  b.  175 
Devius,  J.  T.,  w. 
Decorsey,  Vard,  w. 

Donaldson.  Gilbert,  w.  176 

Edwards,  Sam.  b.  177 

Edwards,  Sandy,  b.  178 

Ellis,  Richmond,  b.  179 
Ellis,  Mitchell,  not  21,  b.  180 

Emery,  L.  C,  w.  181 

Emery,  C.  S.,  w.  182 
Fennel,  Alfred,  b. 
Fitchalieu,  James,  b. 

Fitchalieu,  William,  b.  183 

Francis,  Lucien,  b.  184 

Francis,  Charles,  b.  185 

Francis,  Nero,  b.  186 
Francis,  Tilman,  not  21,187 

b. 

Foster,  William,  b.  188 

Fishman,  Charles,  b.  189 

Ficher,  Steve,  b.  190 
Frazier  Lee,  con.,  b. 
Felix,  Ephraim,b. 
Franklin,  Lewis,  b. 

Glover,  Morris,  b.  191 

Goodwin,  Prince,  b.  192 


Goodwin,  Bea,b. 

Goodwin,  Frank,  b. 

Goodwin,  Anderson,  not 
21,  b. 

Gallon,  Dan,  b. 

Gallon,  Wash,  b. 

Gallon,  Bolus,  not  21,  b. 

Gallon,  Varnon,  b. 

Gallon,  Governor,    not 
21,  b. 

Gibbs,  Abraham,  b. 

Gibbs,  Burt,  b. 

Gibbs,  Tony,  b. 

Gibbs,  Frank,  b. 

Gibbs,  Etead,  b. 

Gun  Emanuel,  b. 

General  Mose,  b. 

Greenwood,  Tom,  b. 

Green,  Sandy,  b. 

Green,  Herald,  b. 

Green,  Jackson,  b. 

Gramel,  Abram,  b. 

Gramel,  Simon,  b. 

Grant,  Tony,  b. 

Grant,  Watts,  b.,  not  21. 

Grant,  Brazilian,  b.,coD. 

Goff^  Thomas,  b. 

Groflf,  Joseph  us,  b. 

Goff,  Daniel,  b. 

Gross,  Nathan,  b. 

Gross,  Hanomon,  b. 

Gedis,  Adam,  b. 

Gedis,  ITrank,  b. 

Graham,  Frank,  b. 

Graham,  Louie,  b. 

Graham,  Arthur,  b. 

Graham,  Noah,  b. 

Greger,  Jim,  b. 

Greger,  Edward,  b. 

Gibson,  Rob't,  not  21. 

Gould,  Jas.  M.,  w. 

Grnbbs,  Sam,  w. 

Grubbs,  Robert,  w. 

Grnbbs,  Thomas,  w. 

Hall,Tunger,  b. 

Hall,  Charles,  b. 

Hall,  Robert,  b.,  not  2L 

Hall,  Kier,  b.,  not  21. 

Henderson,  Isaac,  b. 

Harrison,  Tom,  b. 

Harris,  Charley,  b. 

Hines,  Mingo,  b. 

Heath,  Dennis,  b. 

Hadley,  Pete,  b. 

Hall,  Ranoe,  b. 

Hadley,  Dennis,  b.,  not  in 
the  State  12  months. 

Henry,  Holly,  b. 

Homes,  Alex.,  b. 

Homes,  Wm.,  b. 

Homes,  Elijah,  b. 

Hughes,  Gib,  b. 

Hughes,  Jas.,  b.,  not  21. 

Hall,  Frederick,  b. 

Hall,  July,  b. 

Holmes,  Joe,  b. 

Holmes,  Lawrence,  b., 
left  in  March  and  re- 
turned in  October. 

Holmes,  Philip,  b. 

Henry,  Richard,  b. 
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193  Hill,  Lon,  b. 

194  Hicks,  Jim,  b. 

195  Huse,  Gibb. 

196  Hurei,  John,  w. 

197  Horton,  William,  w. 

198  Horton,  Berry,  w. 

199  Haniriok,  W.  A.,  w. 

200  Hamrick,  Jas.,  w. 
*201  Hamrick,  Jay,  w. 

202  Hartefield,  Jacob,  w. 

203  Henry,  Sandy,  w. 

204  Hiiggins,  George,  w. 

205  Howell,  Bill,  w. 

206  Hagan,  John,  w. 

207  Hawk,  Henry  A.,  w. 

208  Hawk,  J.,  w. 

209  luman,  Isaac,  b. 


254  Lamar,  Baltimore,  b. 

255  Lamar,  Henry,  b. 

256  Lamar,  Pomp,  b. 

257  Lamar,  Randall,  b. 
Lane,  Dan.,  not  21,  b. 

25rJ  Lane,  Hubbard,  b. 

259  Lewis,  Robert,  b. 

260  Lewis,  Bob. 

261  Lee,  Sylvester,  b. 

262  Logans,  Isaih,  b. 
26^i  Logans,  Benjamin,  b. 
264  Lang,  Ed.,  b. 

ogK   S  Loon^olib,  b.,  or 


Lun  Colib,  b. 
265  Logan,  Venerable,  b. 
2(>6  Litchworth,  Freder'k,w.  327  Roe,  Jim,  b. 
267  LiLchwortb,  Thomas,  w.  328  Reed,  Peter,  b. 


314  Powell,  John  G.,  b. 

315  Powell,  John  M.,  b. 

316  Randolph,  Falton,  b. 

317  Randolph,  Tyler,  b. 

318  Randolph,  Tom,  b. 

319  Randol[»h,  Touv,  b. 

320  Randolph,  William,  b. 

321  Robinson,  Love  or  Dave, 

b. 
Richard8on,Peter,(dead.) 

322  Resir,  Henry,  b. 

323  Ray,  Alex.,  b. 

324  Rich,  Toney,  b. 

325  Rich,  Thomas,  b. 

326  Reen,  John,  b. 


Johusou,Spencor,b.,  un-268  Litch worth,  George,  w.  329  Reed,  Benjamin,  b. 


der  age,  and  not  in  269  Lightsey,  F.  P.,  w. 
State  12  months.  270  Lightsey,  G.  H.,  w 

210  Johnson,  Tom,  b.  271  Lightsey,  Henry,  w. 
Johnson,  Scott,  b.,  not  272  Minton,  Anthony,  b 

in  Stat«  12  months.      273  McQuin,  Sol.,  b. 
Johnson,  Sam,  b.,  not  in  274  McC^uin,  Sam.,  b. 
State  12  mouths.  275  Mamford,  Stonp,  b. 

211  Johnson,  Charles,  b.         276  Murgau,  Jack,  b, 


330  Roberts,  Romeo,  b. 

Roberts,   Amos,  left  in 
June,  returned  in  No- 
vember. 
Ragan,  Zi*ke,  (con.) 
Raines,    John,    left    in 
June,  recur ned  in  No- 
vember. 
McRinney,  Charles,  not  331  Roach,  Charles,  w. 


212  Johnson,  Hardy,  b. 

213  Johnson,  Robert,  b. 

214  Jounson,  Dave,  b. 

215  Johnson,  Mose,  b. 

216  Johnson,  Wade,  b. 

217  Johnson,  Chas.,  b. 

218  Johnson,  Henry,  b. 
Jones,  Thomas,  b.,  not  21.        Madric,  Armstead,  not  21.  21" 

219  Jones,  Wash,  b. '  282  McRay,  Jim,  b.  338  Simon,  Adam,  b. 
283  McRay,  Providence,  b. 


21,  b. 

277  McKinney,  David,  b. 

278  McKinney,  Sam.,  b. 

279  McQueen,  Henry,  b. 
2e0  Middleton,  Larkin,  b. 
281  Maxie,  Tony,  b. 


332  Reichet,  William,  w. 

333  Rodgers,  Ben,  w. 

334  Raysor,  George,  w. 

335  Raysor,  William,  w. 

336  Simpo,  Tassan,  b. 

337  Simpo,   Elbert,  b.,  not 


220  Jones,  Hewitt,  b. 

221  Jones,  Dave,  b. 

222  Jones,  Clark,  b. 
22:^  Jones,  Ellis^  b. 

224  .Tones,  William,  w. 

225  Jones,  Charles,  b. 

226  Jones,  Wilson,  b. 

227  Junius,  John,  b. 

228  James,  Dillard,  b. 

229  Jame«,  Adam,  b. 
2  U)  James,  Jim,  b. 
2:U  Johnson,  Bt>b,  b. 
2>J2  Jefferson.  Nelson,  b. 
2:J3  Jenkins,  Edward,  b. 
2:M  Jenkins,  Joseph,  b. 
2:i5  Jenkins,  Hezekiah,  b. 

236  Junius,  Jacob,  b. 

237  Johnson,  Thomas,  w. 

238  Johnson,  J.  E.,  w. 


284  Martin,  Alex.,  b. 
2^  Mason,  Isham,  b. 
286  Mason,  Anthony,  b. 
2«7  Moore,  Tom,  b. 

288  Moore,  Joe,  b. 
2^  May,  Henry,  b. 

289  McPherson,  York,  b. 
Moon,  Josh,  not  21. 

290  Mays,  Jacob,,  w. 

291  McClenan,  Charles,  w. 

292  May,  Lem,  w. 

293  Murry,  Emmick,  w. 


339  Simon,  One,  b. 

340  Siplin,  Morris,  b. 

341  Siplin,  Cornelius,  b. 

342  Siplin,  Israel,  b. 

343  Skerry,   Coony,  b.,  not 

registered. 

344  Stein,  Richard,  b. 

345  Stein,  Gus,  b. 

346  Stein,  Prince,  b. 

347  Stein,  Ceasar,  b. 
Stein,  Dock,  (dead.) 
Stephens,  George,  (con.) 

348  Simmons,  Sam,  b. 


Mnrdock,  C.  P.,  (dog,)w.  349  Simmons,  So  by,  sr.,  b. 


294  Madison,  Dan.,  b. 

295  Madison,  Henry,  b. 

296  Madison  Morris,  b. 

297  Manning,  Noah,  b. 

298  Nathans,  Caldwell,  b. 

299  Nathans,  Ben.,  b. 


239  Knox,  Walter,  b. 
Koger,  James,  b.,  not  21.  300  Nathans,  Scipio,  b. 

240  Kinsey,  .John,  sr.,  w.        301  Norch,  Wra.,  w. 


241  Kinsey,  W.  D.,  w. 

242  Kinsey,  John,  jr.,  w. 

243  Kinsey,  Wra.,  w. 

244  Kinsey,  Martin,  w. 

245  Kinsey,  Samuel,  w. 

246  Kinsey,  W.  A.,  w. 
217  Kinsey,  Russell,  w. 

248  Kinsey,  Bryant,  w. 

249  Kersey,  Jack,  w. 

250  Kersey,  Cooper,  w. 

251  Kirkland,  Henry,  w. 
2.52  Lamar,  Jerry,  sr.,  b. 
253  Lamar,  Jerry,  jr.,  b. 


350  Simmons,  Soby,  jr.,  b. 

360  Seabrook,  Henry,  b. 

361  Seabrook,  Nep,  b. 

362  Smith,  Joshua,  b. 

363  Samuels,  Prince,  b. 
:^64  Stubbins,  Henry,  b. 
3()5  Stubbins,  Berry,  b. 
367  Stubbius,  Wade,  sr.,  b. 

Pari8h,Richard,not21,b.368  Stubb.ns,  Wade, jr.,  b. 


30^  Page,  Augustus,  w. 

303  Page,  Josh.,  b. 

304  Pitman,  Tom,  b. 

305  Peck,  Markus,  b. 

306  Piatt,  Robert,  b. 

307  Pasco,  Wm.,  b. 

308  Paine,  Charlie,  b. 
:^09  Peck,  Mack,  b. 

310  Pinkney,  Jerry,  b. 

311  Pollard,  Josh.,  b 


369  Simpkins,  March,  b. 
Simpkins,Jeasie,b,  (con- 
vict.) 

370  Simpkins,  Henry,  b. 

371  Stephens,  Ben.,  b. 

372  Shehe,  Ned,  b. 

373  Sanders,  Sandy,  b. 

374  Small,  Henry,  b. 

375  Small,  Henry,  b. 

376  Strnger.  Peter,  b. 


312  Pollock,  A.  J.,  (dog,)  b.   377  Scott,  Shock,  b. 

313  Poppill,  John,  b.  378  Scott,  Johnson,  b 
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412  Townsend,  T.  J.,  w. 

413  Townsend,  CharLs,  w. 

414  Tumbull,T.J.,w. 

415  Taylor,  John,  w. 

416  Thomas.  WiJey,  w. 

417  Va8on,W.J.,  w. 

418  Wabhin^toD,  Warner,  b. 
War^hingtoD,  Ben.,  con. 

419  Washington,  Bill,  b. 

420  Washington,  Inaac,  b. 

421  WillianiH,  Andrew,  b. 

422  Williams,  Henry,  b. 

423  Williams,  Thomas,  b. 

424  Williams,  Pot^r,  b. 

425  Williams,  Biirrell,  b. 

426  Williams,  Lncins,  b. 

427  Williams,  Cuffw,  b. 
Williams,       Randolph, 

(dead,)  b. 
Williams,  Daniel,  b. 
Williams,  Jobn,  b. 
Williams,  Isreal,  b. 
Williams,  Spencer,  b. 
Williams,  Nelson,  b. 
Williams,  William,  b. 
Williams,  Dennis,  b. 
Willirtms,  Choice,  b. 
Williams,  Charles,  b. 
Williams,   Wasley,    not 

21,  b. 
Williams,  iHham. 
Williams,  Randall,  b. 
Williams,  Richard,  b. 
Williams,  Henry,  b. 
Williams,  Randolph^  b. 
Walker,  Morris,  b 


379  Scott,  Jack,  b. 

380  Ski  lex,  Lifns,  b. 
.381  Scurry,  Samuel,  b. 

382  Scurry,  Cndge,  b. 

383  Slupanl,  Gad,  b. 
:W4  Shackleford,  William,  w 

385  Shackleford,  Augustus, 

w. 

386  Stewart,  Lafayette,  w. 

387  Slaughter,  Harris,  w. 

388  Singleton,  C.  C.  w. 

389  Stanlev,  William,  sr.,  w. 

390  Stanley,  William,  jr.,  w. 
.391  Stanlev,  Bufford,  w. 

392  Scruggs,  W.  H.,  w. 

393  Scruggs,  8.  M.,  w. 

394  Scruggs,  Richard,  w. 
Thompson,    Ben,    (con- 
vict,) b.  w. 

395  Thompson,  Hydro,  b. 

396  Tucker.  Mah«s  b. 

397  Tucker,  Charles,  b. 
.398  Tillman,  Abe,  b. 

399  Tillman,  John,  b. 

400  ThoiUjKson,  Peter,  b. 

401  Thomas,  William,  b. 

402  Triplin,  Tom,  b. 

403  Turner,  Friday,  b. 

404  Turner,  Wash.,  b. 

405  Thomas,  Sun  ford,  b. 

406  Triplet,  Dick,  b. 

407  Triplet,  Thomas,  b. 

408  Thomas,  Solomon,  b. 

409  Thomas,  Tom,  b. 
Thomiis  John,  not  21. 

410  Thomas,  Richard,  w. 

411  Thomas,  Anthony,  b. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  C.  C.  Singleton,  to  nie  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
to<»k  the  census  of  the  district  of  said  county,  laid  off  by  the  executive  committee  of 
said  county  of  the  democratic  party,  which  is  hereto  attached.  That  said  list  contains 
the  name  of  every  person  in  said  district  who  would  have  l>een  entitled  to  vote  at  tJio 
election  held  in  said  county  November  7, 1876,  if  they  had  registered  according  to  law. 

C.  C.  SINGLETON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1876. 

CHANDLER  S.  EMEREY, 

Justice  ot  the  Peace. 


428 

429 
430 
431 
4:52 

4:w 

434 
4:J5 
436 


436 
437 
4:W 
439 
440 


441  Walker,  Hanuon,  b. 

442  Wright,  Jake,  b, 

443  Wright,  Levi,  b. 

444  Wright,  Granville,  b. 

445  Wright,  Tom,  b. 

446  White,  Stephen,  b. 

447  Willis,  Jack,  b. 

448  Wescott,  Sol,  b. 

449  Wiggins,  John,  b. 

450  Wadkins,  May,  b. 

451  Ware,  Edward,  b. 

452  Walker,  Berry,  w. 

453  Walker,  Isham,  w. 

454  Walker,  J.  W.,  w. 

455  Walker,  Joel,  w. 

456  Walker,  James, w. 

457  Walker,  A.  D.,  w. 

458  W^alker,  J.  E.,  w. 
4.59  Walker,  W.  B.,  w. 

460  Walker,  John,  w. 

461  Walker,  Tom,  w. 

462  Walker,  A.  J.,  w. 

463  Walker,  J.  A.,  w. 

464  Walker,       Jessie       X^ 

(dog,)  w. 

465  Wolfe,  Isaih,  w. 

466  Wilford,  Frank,  w. 

467  Whidden,  B.  B.,  w. 
4<)8  Waters,  J.  S.,  w. 

469  Young  Jack,  b. 

470  Yates,  John,  b. 

471  Yam,  William,  b. 

472  Zanders,  Clem,  b. 

473  Zanders,  Elias,  b. 

474  Zanders,  Henry,  b. 
4".  5  Zanders,  Alex,  b. 


LIST  OP  VOTERS  IN  WAUKEKNAH   PRECINCT. 


1  Ambrose,  John,  b.  r. 

2  Anderson,  Adolphus,  b.  r. 

3  Allen,  Frank,  b.  r. 

4  Armstrong,  J.  H.,  w.  d. 
Allen,  Arthur,  b.  r. 

5  Arendell,  Wm.  H.,  w.  d. 

6  Arendell,  C.  G..  w.  d. 

7  Anderson,  Thomas,  b.r. 

8  Adams,  William,  b.  r. 

9  Armstrong,  George,  b.  r. 

10  Brown,  Nero,  b.  r, 

11  Brown,  Peter,  b.  r. 

12  Brockenborough,      Shad- 

rack,  b.  r. 

13  Bellinger,  William,  w.  d. 

14  Brown,  Henry,  b.  r. 

15  Burnett,  Ceasar,  b.  r. 

16  Burnett,  Levy,  b.  r. 

17  Burnett,  Sanders,  b.  r. 


18  Brown,  George,  b.  r.  34 
Burns,  Peter,  b.  r.  35 

19  Bridges,  William,  b.  r.       36 

20  Brockenborough,       Win-37 

ther,  b.  r.  38 

21  Brockenborough,  Nelson ,39 

b.  r.  40 

22  Buck,  Freeman,  b.  r.  41 

23  Buck,  Thornton,  jr.,  b.  r.  42 

24  Buck,  Thornton,  sr.,  b.  r.  43 

25  Buck,  Henderson,  b.  r.       44 

26  Banks,  Henry,  b.  r.  45 

27  Burns,  Mack,  b.  r. 

28  Brown,  Wilson,  b.r.  4^5 

29  Brown,  Jackson,  b.  r.         47 

30  Brown,  Thomas,  b.  r.         48 

31  Brown,  Sam,  b.  r.  49 

32  Brown,  Thomas,  b.r.         50 

33  Bird,  James,  b.  r.  51 


Bryant,  George,  b.  r. 
Bryant,  Wesley,  b.  r. 
Bryant,  Pink,  b.  r. 
Brown,  Henry,  b.  r. 
Brooks,  Jefi^  b.  r. 
Butler,  John,  b.  r. 
Brooks,  James,  w.  d. 
Blackburn,  J.  £.,  w.  d. 
Bailey,  H.  C,  w.  d- 
Coalson,  E.  B.,  w.  d, 
Chester,  A.  A.,  w.  d. 
Clark,  R.  P.,  w.  d. 
Cook,  Ben,  b.  r. 
Cole,  Theodore,  b.  r. 
Campbell,  Watty,  b.  n 
Campbell,  Peter,  b.  r. 
Campbell,  Ben,  b.  r. 
Carr,  George,  b.  r. 
Carr,  Wash,  b.  r. 
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52  Carr,  Elia«,  b.  r. 

53  ColliDS,  WilsoD,  b.  r. 

54  Collins,  Rob t.,b.r. 

55  Carter,  Isaac,  b.  r. 

56  Cooper,  Nick,  b.  r. 

57  Cooper,  Willis,  b.  r. 

58  Conway,  Wm.,  b.  r. 

59  Croom,  Ned,  b.  r. 
€0  Call,  Moses,  b.  r. 


112  Graham,  Aleck,  b.  r. 

113  Graham,  Henry,  b.  r. 

114  Griffin,  Geo.,  b.  r, 

115  Gi vens,  Henry,  b.  r. 

115  Howsea,  R.  H.,  w.  d. 

116  Hall,  Rafus,  w.  d. 

117  Harley  James,  w.  d. 

118  High,  Julias,  w.  d. 

119  High,  Harman,  w.  d. 


Cochran,    Renben,  froml20  High,  G.  M.,  w.  d. 
Ga.  in  January,  b.  r.     121  High,  Rufus,  w.  d. 


61  Donglas,  A.  F.  P.,  w.  d. 

62  Denmark,  Amos,  b.  r. 

63  Dallas,  Anthony,  b.  r. 

64  Dallas,  Joe,  b.  r. 

65  Denson,  Thomas,  b.'r. 

66  Dozier,  Sam,  b.  r. 

67  DamoM,  Joe,  b.  r. 

68  Diggs,  Henry,  b.  r. 

69  Doyle,  Edmuud,  b.  r. 

70  Davids,  Wm.,  b.  r. 

71  Davis,  Albert,  b.  r. 

72  Dorset,  Neptnne,  b.  r. 

73  Dodson, ,  w.  d. 

74  Edwards,  J.  A.,  w.  d. 

75  Edwards,  J.  H.,  w.  d. 


122  Hill,  E.  E.,  w.  d. 


171  Jackson,  Frank,  b.  r. 

172  Jackson,  Floyd,  b.  d. 

173  Jackson,  Henry,  b.  r, 

174  Jordan,  Henry^  b.  r. 

175  Jordan,  Silas,  jr.,  b.r. 

176  Jordan,  Silas,  sr.,  b.  r. 

177  Jordan,  Solomon,  b.  r. 

178  Jenkins,  Wm.,  b.  r. 

179  Jenkins,  Joe,  b.  r. 

180  Kilpatiick,  J.  M.,  w.  d. 

181  Kilpatrick,  Wm.,  b.  r. 

182  Kilpatrick,  Choate.  b.  r. 


123  Hawkins,  Cornelius,  b.  r.l83  Kilpatrick,  Council,  b.  r, 

124  Hawkins,  Cornelius,  b.  r.l84  Kilpatrick,  Green,  b.  r. 


125  Hawkins,  Andy,  b.  r. 

126  Hawkins,  Essex,  b.  r. 

127  Hawkins,  Peter,  b.  r. 

128  Hawkins,  Willis,  b.  r. 

129  Hawkins,  Thos.,  b.  r. 


185  Kilpatrick,  Miles,  b.  r. 

186  Kirby,  John,  b.  r. 

187  Kirby,  Gloecester,  b.  r. 

188  Key,  Sandy,  b.  r. 

189  Key,  C.  A.,  w.  d. 


Henderson,    John,    con-190  Keyton,  Henry,  b.  r. 
victed  of  felony,  b.  r.  191  Keyton,  Alfred,  b.  r. 
Henry,  Dan.,  b.  r.  192  King,  Casey,  b.  r.  | 

130  Henry,  John,  b.  r.  193  King,  Henry,  b.  r. 

H^l,  Ben.,  Jeflf.  Co.,  oon-194  Kinjj,  Sam,  b.  r. 


victed  of  felony. 
131  Hall,  James,  b.  r. 


Edwards,  Jeff.,  convictedl32  Hall,  Jack.,  b.  r. 
of  felony,  b.  r.  133  Hall,  Lewis,  b.  r. 

Edwards,Scott,conviotedl34  Hargrove  March,  b. 


of  felony^  b.  r. 

76  Everett,  Mike,  b.  r. 

77  Everett.  James,  b.  r. 

78  Floyd,  Goo.  C^  w.  d. 

79  Floyd,  Wm.  H.,  w.  d. 

80  Faircloth,  J.  S.,  w.  d. 

81  Fletcher  John.  b.  r. 

82  Fisher,  John,  b.  r. 

83  Flowers,  Brass,  b.  r. ' 

84  Granger,  A.  D.,  w.  d. 

85  Granger,  J.  P.,  w.  d. 

86  Granger,  E.  P.,  w.  d. 

87  Grantham,  W.  R.,  w.  d. 

88  Grantham,  J.  P.,  w.  d. 

89  Glen  men,  Mike,  w.  r. 

90  Grnsh,  James,  w.  r. 


135  Hicks,  Charles,  b.  r. 
Hicks,  Dennis,  b. 

der  age. 

136  Hicks,  Peter,  b.  r. 

137  Hicks,  A.  B.,  b.r. 

139  Harris  Willis,b.r. 

140  Harris,  Peter,  b.  r. 

141  Harris,  Geo.,  b.  r. 

142  Harris,  Charles,  b.  r. 

143  Howell,  Isaac,  b.  r 


195  Liptord,  Wm.,  w.  d. 

196  Librand,  Wm.,  b.  r. 
Lewis,  Dudley,  b.  r.,  con- 
victed of  felony. 

197  Lewis,  Harvey,  b.  r. 

198  Lewis,  John,  b.  r. 
r.  un-199  Leonard,  Turner,  b.  r. 

200  Lonvett,  Richard,  b.r. 

201  Linsay,  Fred,  b.r. 

202  Lipscomb,  Jack.,  b.  r. 

203  Murphey,  P.  B.,  w.  d. 

204  Murphey,  W.  S.,  w.  d. 

205  Morris,  G.  F.,  w.  d. 

206  Moore,  Thos.  J.,  w.  d. 

207  Moore,  E.  K.,  w.  d. 


144  Hargrove,  Wenezey,  b.  r.208  McDaniel,  J.  R  ,  w.  d. 

145  Hogan,  Henry,  b.  r.         209  McCollum,  A.  R.,  w.  d. 
Hogan,  Renben,  b.  r.,  un-210  May,  J.  8.,  w.  d. 


der  age. 

146  Hudson,  Jack.,  b.  r. 

147  Hill,  R  chard, b.r. 


91  Green,  Christopher,  b.  r.  148  Harris,  Peter  —  b.  r. 


92  Green,  George,  b.  r. 

93  Green,  John,  b.  r. 

94  Green,  Wm.  P.,.b.  r. 
%  Green,  Ned,  b.  r. 
96  Green,  Nat,  b.  r. 

Green,  Lewis,  convicted 

of  felony,  b.  r.  age. 

Green,  Mountain,  gone  tol54  Irvins,  Jonas,  b.  r. 


149  Howard.  Issac,  b.  r 

150  Irvins,  Griffin,  b.  r, 

151  Irvins,  John,  b.  r. 

152  Irvins,  Goin.,  b.  r. 

153  Irvins,  Abram,  b.  r. 


211  May,  Asa,  w.  d. 

212  May,  Alvin,  w.  d. 

213  May,  W.  S.,  w.  d. 

214  May,  G.A.,w.d. 

215  Mathers,  Gabriel,  w.  d. 

216  McQueen,  John,  b.r. 

217  Morrison,  Anthony,  b.  r. 

218  Morrison,  Ben,  b.  r. 

219  Milledge,  Hector,  b.  r. 


Irvins,  Silas,  b.  r.,  nnder220  Monroe,  Harris,  b.  r, 
221  Morse,  Tandy,  b.  r. 


Ga.,  b.  r. 

97  Green,  Wright,  b.  r. 

98  Green,  Ed.,  b.  r. 

99  Green,  Mace,  b.  r. 

100  Green,  James,  b.  r. 

101  Gooden,  Stepnen,  b.  r. 

102  Garrett,  Sim,  b.  r. 

103  Gratham,  Robt.,  b.  d. 

104  Gibson,  Jacob,  b.  r. 

105  Gibson,  Tony,  b.  r. 

106  Gibbs,  Jamison,  b.  r. 

107  Gibbs,  Hardy,  b.  r. 

108  Gibbs,  Ben,  b.  r. 

109  Glen,  Peter,  b.  r. 

110  Gustem,  John,  b.  r. 

111  Gamble,  Allen,  b.  r. 

24  FLA* 


155  Jones,  Matthew,  w.  d. 

156  Jones,  Wm.  N.,  w.  d. 

157  Johnson,  Oliver,  b.  d. 

158  Johnson,  Joe,  b.  d. 

159  Jones,  Charles,  b.  r. 

160  Jones,  George,  b.  r. 

161  Jones,  Elssex,  b.  r. 

162  Jones,  Levi,  b.  r. 

163  Jones,  Kinyon,  b.  r. 

164  Jones,  Elijah,  b.  r. 

165  Jones,  Peter,  b.  r. 

166  Jennings,  Ben,  b.  r. 

167  Jenniugs,  Jas.,  b.  r. 

168  Johnson,  John,  b.  r. 

169  Johnson,  James,  b.  r. 

170  Jackson,  Charles,  b.  r. 


222  Morse,  Henry,  b.  r. 

223  Mathews,  Robert,  b.  r. 

224  Mithew8,Wm.,b.r. 
Murray,  Andrew,  b.  r., 

convicted  of  felony. 

225  Monroe.  James,  b.  r. 
2^6  Maxwell,  Mark,  b.  r. 

227  Moore,  Sank,  b.  r. 

228  Mathews,  Ed.,  b.  r. 

229  Murray,  Dandy,  b.  r. 
Murray,  Sampson,  b.  r., 

under  age. 

230  Monroe,  Philip,  b.  r. 

231  Moore,  Hillard,  b.  r. 

232  Moore,  Charles,  b.  r. 
2:W  Morris,  Nat,  b.  r. 
234  Morris,  Jake,  b.  r. 
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235  Mathews,  Robert,  b.  r.  275  RobiQSon,  David,  b.  r.  'M4  Wooteu,  S.,  tt.  d. 

236  Miller,  Peter,  b.  r.  276  Reid,  Lewis,  b.  r.  315  Wooteu.  M.,  w.  d. 

237  Miller,  Gabriel,  b.  r.  277  Reid,  Andy,  b.  r.  316  Wolfe,  Joe,  w.  d. 

238  Nations,  James,  w.  d.  Reid,  Jim,   b.    r.,  East  317  Wolfe,  Charles  &,  w.  d. 

239  Newsom,  David,  b.  d.  Florida.  318  Wagner,  Sam.,  b.  r. 

240  Neely,  Simon,  b.  r.  278  Richardson,  Ed.,  b.  r.  Williams,  Homer,  b.  r., 

241  Nefly,  John,  b.r.  279  Richardson,  Henry,  b.  r.  Jefferson  County,  con- 

242  Neely,  Abram.  b.  r.  280  Sloan,  C.  A.,  w.  d.  victed  of  felony. 

243  Norton,  Geo.,  b.  r.  281  Strickland,  N.  W.,  w.  d.  319  Williams,  Monro,  b.  r., 

244  Nex,  Randall,  b.  r.  282  Scraggs,  F.  J^  w.  d.  convict. 

245  Oder,  T.  R.,  w.  d.  283  Saunders,  J.  R.,  w.  d.  320  Williams,  Thomas,  b.  r. 

246  Preston,  Pat,  b.  r.  284  Scurry,  Jack,  b.  r.  321  Williams,  Riley,  b.  r. 

247  Ferryman,  Oliver,  b.  r.  2a5  Scurry,  Ben,  b.  r.  322  Williams,  Phil.,  b.  r. 

248  Ferryman,  Geo.,  b.  r.  286  Scurry,  Thomas,  b.  r.  ^3  Williams,  Ma»h,  b.  r. 

249  Perry  man,  John,  b.  r.  287  Scurry,  Jeff,  b.  r.  324  Williams,  Cupid,  b.  r. 

250  Pendleton,  John,  b,  r.  288  Scuiges,  Sam,  b.  r.  325  Williams,  Ed.,  b.  r. 

251  Proctor,  Hector,  b.  r.  289  Smith,  Josh,  b.  r.  326  Williams,  Rienza,  b.r. 

252  Porcher,  June,  b.  r.  290  Simon,  Ben,  b.  r.  327  Williams,  Joe,  b.  r. 

253  Peoples,  Charles,  b.  r.  291  Seymour,  Stephen,  b.  r.  328  Williams,  Mingo,  b.  r. 

254  Perry,  Charles,  b.  r.  292  Sanders,  Joe,  b.  r.  329  Williams,  Primus,  b.  r. 

255  Peters,  Mike,  b.  r.  293  Seldon,  Jesse,  b.  r.  330  Williams,  Dawson,  b.i. 

256  Perkins,  Simon,  b.  r.  294  Smith,  Sam,  b.  r.  330  Williams,  Joe,  2,  b.  r. 

257  Perkins,  Wm.,  b.  r.  295  Smith,  Cary.  b.  r.  331  Walden,  W^ilUam,  b.r. 

258  Peacock,  Jack,  b.  r.  296  Taylor,  I.  W.,  w.  d.  332  Wimberly,  Martin,  b.  r. 

259  Perkins,  Mack,  b.  r.  297  Turner,  Robert,  b.  i.  333  Wilson,  Jeff.,  b.  r. 

260  Plummer,  Rich,  b.  r.  298  Turner,  Sara,  b.  r.  334  White,  Smart,  b.  r. 

261  Richardson.  David,  w.  d.  299  Thomas,  Jones,  b.  r.  335  White,  Jim,  b,  r. 

262  Russell,  J.  S.,  w.  d.  300  Thomas,  Calom,  b.  r.  336  White,  Robin,  b.  r. 
26:^  Roach,  J.  B.,  w.  d.  301  Tavlor,  Beverly,  b.  r.  337  White.  Ben.,  b.  r. 

264  Roberts,  J.  G.,  w.  d.  302  Taylor,  George,  b.  r.  338  White,  Ben.,  2,  b.  r. 

265  Rheam,  R.  Joseph,  w.  d.  303  Taylor,  William,  b.  r.  339  White,  Joe,  b.  r. 
2o6  Rheam,  Draydou,  w.  d.  304  I'umer,  Nat.,  b.  r.  340  Webster,  Ben.,  b.  r. 
267  Rheam,  Andrew,  w.  d.  305  Taylor,  Baxter,  b.r.  341  Wiggins,  Alfred,  b.  r. 
2o8  Reid,  Joseph,  w.  d.  306  Thomas,  Henry,  b.  r.  342  Wiggins,  Isaac,  b.  r. 

269  Redin,  Toney,  b.  r.  307  Thompson,  G.  W.,  b.  i.  34:J  Wiggins,  Lewis,  b.  r. 

270  Richardson,  Isham,  b.  r.  308  Humphrey,Stephen,  b.  r.  344  Young,  Sargent,  b.  r. 

271  Roe,  David,  b.  r.  309  Wethington.  J.  D.,  w.  d.  345  Young,  William,  b.  r. 

272  Roberts,  Cain,  w.  r.  310  Wethmglon,  J.  W.,  w.  d.  346  Hawkins,  Cy. 

273  Roberts,  Frank,  b.  r.  311  Wethington,  S.  A.,  w.  d.  347  Zeigler,  Ben.,  b.  r. 

274  Richardson,  Geo.,  b.  r.  312  Wethington,  P.  F.,  w.  d. 

Democrats,  whites 73 

colored 6 

T9 

Radicals,  whites 3 

colored 268 

271 

—  35e 

Convicts 7 

Under  age 3 

Lett  county 2 

Not  here  long  enough 3 

364 
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DEMOCRATIC  CENSUS  TAKERS. 


State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  had  allotted  to  each  of  them  a 
subdivision  of  the  district  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  laid  off  by  the  democratic 
executive  committee  of  said  county,  known  as  Waukeenah,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  census  of  said  district  and  subdivision;  and  each  for  himself  swears  that  the  list 
hereto  attached  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  in  the  district  or  subdivision  allotted 
to  him  that  would  have  had  the  right  to  yote,  if  they  had  registered  according  to  law 
at  the  late  election  ;  that  they  took  said  census  in  a  thorough  manner,  and  tney  be- 
lieve that  said  list  hereto  attached  contains  the  names  of  all  such  persons  residing  in 
the  said  district  known  as  Waukeenah. 

W.  H.  FLOYD. 

J.  A.  EDWARDa 
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Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this  November  22, 1876. 

GEO.  H.  HADLEY, 
J  astice  of  the  Peace. 

A.  F.  P.  DOUGLASS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  A.  F.  P.  DonslaRS  this  November  23, 1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Jastice  of  the  Peace. 


B.  P.  MURPHEY. 
S.A.WETHINGTON. 
J.  P.  GRANGER. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

J.  B.  SAUNDERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 

Before  me  came  William  Bellinger,  to  me  known,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he 
was  the  chairman  of  the  subcommittee ;  that  he  appointed  the  committee  to  take  the 
foregoing  census;  that  the  aforenamed  affiants  were  the  persons  so  appointed:  that 
the  territory  allotted  to  each  of  them,  taken  together,  cover  and  included  all  of  the  dis- 
trict known  as  Waukeenah ;  and  that  he  believes  said  list  attached  to  this  and  the 
foregoing  affidavits  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  in  said  district  that  would  have 
had  the  right  to  vote  if  they  had  registered  according  to  law. 

WM.  BELLINGER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  28, 1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public  lor  State  of  Florida. 

Cen9U8  of  all  male  inhahitanU  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  ugwarde^  living  in  Bailetfe 

milU  district,  1876. 

N.  B.  There  are  two  Graham  Alexanders  in  county ;  one  in  Bailey's  mills  district, 
and  one  in  Waukeenah. 


1  Austin,  William,  n. 

2  Amos,  Madison,  sr.,  n. 

3  Amos,  Madison,  Jr.,  n. 

4  Anderson,  Gage,  n. 

5  Blake,  W.  R.,  w. 

6  Blake,  W.  J.,  w. 

7  Bradley,  Jeff.,  n. 

8  Bell,  Joe,  n. 

9  Bell,Brister,n. 

10  Bell,  Billy,  n. 

11  Bell,  March,  n. 

12  Bell,  Jim,  n. 

13  Bassett,  n. 

Bellamy,  John,  not   12 
months  in  State, 

14  Butler,  Larry,  thief. 

15  Berrin,  Jackson,  n. 

16  Bolen,  H.  S.,  w. 

17  Bryant,  J.  L.,  w. 

18  Bond,  H  J.,  w. 

19  Brinkle,  John,  w. 

20  Brinkle,  G.F.,w. 

21  Brinkle,  H.,w. 

22  Brinkle,  John,  Jr.,  w. 

23  Brinkle,  Walter,  w. 

24  Bowers,  Billie,  n. 

25  Butler,  Aberdeen,  n. 


26  Brown,  Caleb,  n 

27  Bunt,W.E.,w. 

28  Bleachington,  S.,  w. 

29  Busbee,  R.  M.,  w. 

30  Brown,  Isaiah,  n. 

31  Brown,  Cain,  n. 

32  Blake,  Davy,  n. 

33  Blake,  Abram,  n. 

34  Blake,  Henry,  n. 

35  Brooks,  Romeo,  n. 

36  Clark,  Wesley  B.,  w. 

37  Clayton,  Thomas,  n. 

38  Clayton,  Geo.,  u. 

39  Clavton,  Mosee,  n. 

40  Cook,  Jim,  n. 

41  Clayton,  W.  J.,  w. 

42  Clark,  Gilyard,  w. 

43  Croom,Ned,  n. 

44  Dennis,  G.  £.,  w. 

45  Davis,  Rnf,  w. 

46  Dixon,  Sam,  n. 

47  Davis,  Frank,  n. 

48  Davis,  Claron,  n. 

49  Diggs,  Dan,  n. 

50  Denmark,  Jim,  n. 

51  Denmark,  Thomas,  n. 

52  Duncan,  James,  w. 


53  Duncan,  Frank,  w. 

54  Edwards,  C.  C,  w. 

55  Edwards,  J.  D.,  w. 

56  Eagle,  Dandy,  n. 

57  Ellin  wood,  Steven,  n. 

58  Elliot,  Tom,  n. 

59  Edwards,  Norige,  n. 

60  Evans,  Bob,  n. 

61  Evans,  Daniel,  n. 

62  Freeman,  J.  W.,  w. 

63  Fields,  Henry,  n. 

64  Fields,  Chat,  n. 

65  Fenix,  Sam.  sr.,  n. 

66  Fenix,  Sam,  Jr.,  n. 

67  Fenix,  Adam,  n. 

68  Grffiton,  Adam,  n. 

69  Grffitou,  Nelson,  n. 

70  Gethers,  John,  n. 

71  Gethers,  William,  n. 

72  Gethers,  Stephen,  n. 

73  Gethers,  George,  n. 

74  Gethers,  Lawrence,  n. 

75  Giles,  W.  W.,  w. 

76  Giles,  L.  P.,  w. 

77  Giles,  Martin,  n. 

78  Graham,  Alex.,  sr.,  n. 

79  Graham,  Alex.,  jr.,  n. 
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80  GaskioB,  Guy,  n.  129  Lovitt,  Green,  er.,  n.  179  Randolph,  Jeff,  n. 

81  Goodwin,  Primus,  n.  I'.iO  Liovitt,  Green,  jr.,  n.  180  Eichardson,  Bill,  n. 

82  Graham,  Edmon,  o.  131  Lawrence,  Elias,  o.  181  Reed,  William,  n. 

83  Gardner,  Mark,  n.  132  Lawrence,  Jim,  n.  1-^  Roberts,  Simon,  n. 

84  Glenn,  Mose,  sr.,  n.  IX)  Lewis,  Jesbe,  w.  1*^3  Robertiis  Abel,  n. 

85  Glenn,  Davies«  jr.,  n.  134  Lewis,  Jim,  w.  184  Reese,  8.  A.,  w. 

86  Granger,  Enoin,  w.  135  Lacy,  Pleasant,  w.  185  Sturgis,  Tom,  w. 

87  Granger,  W.  L.,  w.  136  Mitchell,  Bob,  n.  186  Stnrgis,  Dave,  w. 

88  Getbers,  Aleck,  n.  137  McKey,  Bull,  n.  I'Q  Simmons,  Ben,  d. 
■89  Geddes,  John,  n.  138  May,  Bill  n.  186  Stokes,  Hanove-,  n. 
QO  Geddes,  Ephraim,  an  id-139  Mattocks,  Jake,  n.  189  Sims,  Hilyard,  n. 

iot,  was  registered  by  140  Mosely,  Henry,  n.  190  Sanlter,  Horace,  n. 

Meaoham   recently  atl41  Mcintosh,  Sylvester,  n.  191  Sanlter,  Ashley,  n. 

Wankeenah.  142  McDowell,  Jimmy,  n.  192  Smith,  George,  n. 

91  Hightower,  H.  B.,  w.  143  Mills,  Frank,  n.  19.)  Simpson,  Mike,  n. 

92  Hightower,  S.  D.,  w.  144  McKinney,  Charles,  n.  194  Stanford,  R.  H.,  w. 

93  Hightower,  Jessie, w.  145  Mills,  Allen,  w.  195  Thompson,  H.  R,  w. 

94  Houston,  S.  J.,  w.  146  Norton,  Joe,  sr.,  n.  193  Thompson,  J.  W.,  w. 

95  Henderson,  Alfred,  n«  147  Norton,  Joe,  jr.,  n.  197  Thompson,  H.  D»w. 

96  Habersham,  Bob,  n.  148  Norton,  Harry,  n.  198  Thompson,  Jim  W.,  w. 

97  Howard,  Charles,  n.  149  Norton,  John,  n.  199  Thompson,  Sykes,  n. 

98  Howard,  Solomon,  n.  150  Norton,  Damasons,  n.  200  Thompson,  Joe,  n. 

99  Howell,  John,  n.  151  Norris,  Capers,  n.  201  Thompson,  Asa,  n. 

100  Hall,  Harry,  n.  152  Nellicliff,  Dick,  n.  202  Taylor,  Peter,  n. 

101  Hampton,  James,  n.  153  Nellicliff,  Jimmy,  n.  203  Tolliver,  Stephen,  n. 

102  Hampton,  Ben,  n.  154  Odum,  John,  n.  204  Tolliver,  Haywood,  n. 

103  Hampton,  Sam,  n.  155  Palmer,  Martin,  w.  205  Tucker,  H.,  sr.,  w. 

104  Hudson,  Mingo,  n.  156  Patterson,  G.  W.,  w.  206  Verritt,  Anderson,  n. 

105  Hall,  Morris,  n.  157  Pride,  John,  n.  207  Willie,  W.  A.,  w. 

106  Horton,  Norrige,  n.  158  Perlee,  Jerry,  n.  208  Willie,  J.  J.,  w. 

107  Holly,  Wm.,  w.  159  Paris,  Tom,  n.  209  Willie,  E.  A.,  w. 

108  Haines,  John,  w.  160  Pride,  Jesse,  n.  210  Wood,  George,  w. 

109  Haywood,  Willis,  n.  161  Pride,  Nelson,  n.  211  Windom,  John,  w. 

110  High,  Jade,  n.  162  Pinkney,  Ansel,  n.  212  Williams,  Lewis,  n. 

111  Hnghes,  Reid,  n.  163  Patterson,  Fay,  u.  213  Williams,  Joe,  n. 

112  JeuKins,  Carolina,  n.  164  Patterson,  Jake,  n.  214  Williams,  May,  n. 

113  Jordon,  Mike,  n.  165  Proctor,  E.  M.,  w.  215  Williams,  Isaac,  n. 

1 14  Johnson,  Thomas,  n.  166  Pinkney,  Aaron,  n,  con-  216  Wiggins,  Ben,  n. 

115  Johnson,  John  Henry,  n.  vict,  now  in  lail.  217  Wiggins,  Tom,  n. 

116  Johnson,  York,  n.  167  Quintance.  Jackson,  d.  218  Weivers,  Lewis,  n. 

117  Johnson,  William,  n.  168  Reddick,  Aaron,  n.  219  Wright,  Dick,  n. 

118  Jones,  W.  S,  w.  169  Reddick,  Reabin,  n.  220  Washington,  George,  n. 

119  Jones,  Robert,  n.  170  Reddick,  Willis,  n.  221  Williams,  Warren,  n. 

120  Jones,  Charles,  n.  171  Robberson,  Gas,  n.  222  Washington,  Isaac,  n. 

121  Jones,  Levy,  n.  172  Robberson,  Wash,  n.  223  Wheeler,  Pink,  n. 

122  Jackson,  Frank,  n.  173  Rivers,  Gus,  n.  224  Wheeler  William,  n. 

123  Kennedy,  Wm.,  n.  174  Roberts,  Elmore,  n.  225  Ward,  B.  F.,  sr.,  w. 

124  Key  West,  Abram,  n.  175  Roberts,  Esop,  n.  226  Ward,  B.  F.,  jr.,  w. 

125  Lawrence,  Levy,  n.  176  Roberts,  Alex.,  n.  227  Yeomans,  Fenton,  n. 

126  Lawrence,  Scipio,  n.  177  Rnss,  Demps,  n.  228  Yeomans,  Paul,  n. 

127  Levitt,  John,  n.  178  Richardson,  Jim,  n.  229  Yeomans,  Ephraim,  n. 

128  Loyd,  W.  F.,  w. 

The  following-named  parties  are  prepared  to  make  affidavits  as  to  correctness  of 
the  above  census :  W.  A,  Willie,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  J.  J.  Willie,  O.  C.  Edwards,  Frank 
Russell,  James  Duncan. 

Whites 58 

Blacks 170 

Total : 228 

Democratic,  white 58 

Democratic,  black 13 

Total 71 

Radical,  white i — 

Radical,  black 157 

Total 157 


226 
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State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  CoaDty : 

Personally  carae  and  appeared  before  me,  the  andersigned,  William  A.  Willie,  O.  C. 
Edwards,  J.  J.  Willie,  Wallace  S.  Jones,  Frank  Rassell,  and  James  Dnncau,  who,  beinff 
duly  sworn,  say  that  the  list  of  names  accompanying  this  affidavit,  and  thereto  attached, 
is  a  tme  and  correct  oensns  or  enumeration  ofpersons  qnalitied  to  vote,  who  reside  in  the 
Bailey's  Mills  neighborhood  or  district  in  Jefierson  Connty,  Florida ;  that  said  census  or 
ennmeration  was  made  and  taken  prior  to  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  and  durine 
the  present  year ;  that  to  each  one  of  these  affiants  was  allotted  the  duty  by  his  col- 
leagues iradersigned  in  taking  said  census  in  a  specified  portion  of  said  Bailey's  Mills 
district  or  neighborhood,  numbered  as  subdistrict  No.  1,2,3,  &c.,  of  said  vicinage  or 
neighborhood ;  that  said  duty  was  thoroughly  discharged  by  each  of  the  undersigned 
for  each  of  said  subdistricts ;  and  that  these  affiants  each  for  himself  and  for  the  sub- 
district  to  which  he  was  assigned  as  above  stated,  now  swears  and  well  knows  the  cen- 
sus or  enumeration  aforesaid,  hereto  attached,  to  be  true,  accurate.  Thorough,  and  com- 
plete ;  and  these  affiants  further  say  upon  oath  that  the  said  Bailev's  Mills  district  is 
one  of  the  districts  into  which  the  said  county  of  Jefferson  was  divided  by  the  conserv- 
ative democratic  executive  committee  of  Jefferson  County  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an 
accurate  census  or  enumeration  of  the  voters  in  the  entire  said  county. 

W.  A.  WILLIE. 

J.  J.  WILLIE. 

F.  RUSSELL. 

OSCAR  C.  EDWARDS. 

WALLACE  S.  JONES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson  : 

Before  me  came  W.  H.  Clark,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  member  of  the 
democratic  club  under  whose  supervision  the  foregoing  census  was  taken,  and  that 
he  and  the  affiants  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  affidavit  had  to  each 
of  them  allotted  a  district  of  the  subdivision  of  said  county  known  as  Bailey's  Mills, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  census  attached  to  said  affidavit,  find  that  the  district 
allotted  them  covered  and  included  the  whole  of  said  subdivision  of  said  county  known 
as  Bailey's  Mills,  and  that  said  census  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  entitled  to  vote 
in  the  district  allotted  to  him  if  they  had  registered  according  to  law. 

W.  H.  CLARK. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  27,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS. 
Notary  Public,  State  ol  Florida. 


BIOHTH  DISTRICT. 

w  for  white,  b  for  black,  d  for  democrat,  r  for  radical. 


Armstrong,  John,  w.  d. 
Atkinson,  C  A.,  w.  d. 
Atkinson,  J.  R.,  w.  a. 
Ache,  Handy,  b.  r. 
Allen,  Gilbert,  b.r. 
Alexander,  Jerry,  b.  r. 
Adkins,  Green,  b.  r. 
Beazley,  Stephen,  w.  d. 
Beazley,  William,  w.  r. 
Beazley,  C.  J.,  w.  r. 
Bazemore,  J.  T. ,  w.  d. 
Bowman,  Moses,  b.  r. 
Burton,  Abe,  b.  r. 
Brown.  Everett,  b.  r. 
Beazley,  Jerry,  o.  r. 
Brookey,  Joe,b.r. 
Blocker,  Class,  b.  r. 
Blocker,  Jesse,  b.  r. 
Blocker,  Charles,  b.  r. 
Barnes,  Jesse,  bl  r . 
Butler,  Mark,  b.  r. 
Butler,  Ben,  b.  r. 
Butler,  Wash,  b.  r. 
Bird,  Ishmeal,  b.  r. 


Bridger,  Emanuel,  b.  r. 
Bowman,  Wm.,  b.  r. 
Bell,  Jack,  b.r. 
Croom,  A.  C,  w.  d. 
Croom,  H.  C,  w.  d. 
Callahan,  Jas.,  w.  d. 
Caves,  W.  B.,  w.  d. 
Chester,  Able,  w.  d. 
Caeh.Wm.H.,  w.d. 
Campbell,  W.  W.,  w.  r. 
Carroll,  J. B.,  b.r. 
Carry,  William,  b.  r. 
Clark,  Jerry,  b.  r. 
Calhoun,  Jas.,  b.  d. 
Campbell,  Ed,  b.  r. 
ClarK,  Henry,  sr.,  b.  r. 
Clark,  Henry,  jr.,  b.  r. 
Chambers  Ed,  b.  r. 
Chambers,  Richard,  b.  r. 
Clair,  Nelson,  b.  r. 
Clair,  Richard,  b.  r. 
Car.  Joe,  b.  r. 
Collins,  Milliard,  b.  r. 
Cole,  Jas.,  b.  r. 


De  Lancy,  Antony,  b.  r. 
Daw,  W.  W..  w.  d. 
Douglas,  M.  F.,  w.  d. 
Douglas,  T.  H.,  w.  d. 
De  Lancy,  Isaac,  sr.,  b.  r. 
De  Lancy,  Isaac,  Jr.,  b.  r. 
Davis,  Robert,  b.  d. 
Davis,  Elbert,  b.  r. 
Davis,  William,  b.  r. 
Davis,  Gus,  b.  r. 
Darby,  John,  b.  r. 
Damon,  Peter,  b.  r. 
Davis,  Aaron,  b.  r. 
Everett,  Ben,  b.  r. 
Fishman,  Cyrus,  b.  r. 
Ferandez,  Tour,  b.  r. 
Foster,  Cuffee, b.r. 
Griffis,  R.  N.,  w.  d, 
Garbett,  Samuel,  w.  d. 
Garbett,  Elisha,  w.  d. 
Gregor,  Komeo,  b.  r. 
Gardner,  Ephraim,  b.  r. 
Gregor,  Ed,  b.  r. 
Gardner,  Sunar,  b.  r. 
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Oibbs,  Lawson,  b.  r. 
GuoniDgH,  Paul,  b.  r. 
Green,  Wm.,  b.  r. 
Green,  Addiok,  b.  r. 
Hall,  RafuB,  b.  r. 
Hamilton,  J.  J.,  b.  r. 
Haywood,  Chas.,  b.  r. 
Howell,  Bram,  b.  r. 
Hall,  Richard,  b.  r. 
Harlej,  Tour,  b.  r. 
Howell,  Tom,  b.  r. 
Hill,  Joe,  b.  r. 
Howell,  Wm.,  b.  r. 
Humphrey,  Rafns,  b.  r. 
Hill,  Richard,  b.  r. 
Harris,  Stephen,  b.  r. 
Harris,  Charles,  b.  r. 
Harris,  Ben,  b.  r. 
Harris,  Wm.,  b.  r. 
Hillory,  Isaac,  b.  r. 
Hillory,  Randal,  b.  r. 
Inman,  Jack,  b.  r. 
Jones,  Matthew,  w.  d. 
Jones,  Wm.,  w.  d. 
Jones,  Anderson,  b.  r. 
Jones,  Lewis,  b.  r. 
Johnson,  Jack,  b.  d. 
Jones,  Taylor,  b.  r. 
Jackson,  Jas.,  b.  r. 
Leopard,  Milledge,  w.  d. 
Leopard,  Robt.,  w.  d. 
Levy,  Rnben,  b.  r. 
Levy,  Davy,  b.  r. 
Love,  John,  b.  r. 
Lloyd,  Jim,  b.  r. 
Long,  Jake,  b.  r. 
Monroe,  N.  B.,  w.  d. 
Morris,  Gid,  w.  d. 
Mcintosh,  West,  b.  r. 
McCollum,  William,  b.  r. 
Moton,  George,  b.  r. 


Marry,  Milton,  b.  r 
Monroe,  Robert,  b.  r 
Monroe,  Hector,  b.  r. 
Monroe,  Garrett,  b.  r. 
McCardey,  Campbell,  b.  r. 
McCardey,  Mose,  b.  r. 
MoRea,  Danoan,  b.  r. 
More,  Green,  b.  r. 
McRea,  Stephen,  sr.,  b.  r. 
McRea,  Stephen,  Jr.,  b.  r. 
McRea,  Elisha,  b.  r. 
Monroe,  Antony,  b.  r. 
Monroe,  Tom,  b.  r. 
Middleton,  Robert,  b.  r. 
McRea,  William,  b.  r. 
Mathews,  Mack,  b.  r. 
Mathews,  Miles,  b.  r. 
McDanieis,  Fred,  b.  r. 
Masely,  Sam,  b.  r. 
Manning,  Asa,  b.  r. 
Mantling,  Levi,  b.  r. 
Nickleson,  Alfred,  b.  r. 
Nickloson,  Nelson,  b.  r. 
Nations,  J.  M.,  b.  r. 
Nickleson,  Thad,  b.  r. 
Nealy,  Henry,  b.  r. 
Odom,  J.  A.,  w.  d. 
Owens,  Richard,  b.  r. 
Peters,  Tom,  w.  d. 
Peters,  Jadge,  b.  r. 
Perkins,  Colonel,  b.  r. 
Plant,  Mike,  b.  r. 
Piney,  Edmund,  b.  r. 
PendletoD,  William,  b.  r. 
Peterson,  Giles,  b.  r. 
Raysor,  Georse  D.,  w.  d. 
Richardson,  Dave,  b.  r. 
Reams,  Antony,  w.  d. 
Reams,  David,  b.  r. 
Reams,  Josiah,  b.  r. 
Roberts  James,  b.  r. 


Rafers,  Isaac,  b.  r. 
Richardson,  Anderson,  b.  r. 
Read,  Peter,  b.  r. 
Scott  Lewis,  b.  r. 
Sanders,  Garrett,  b.  r. 
Sheppard,  Demy,  b.  r. 
Starling,  Burrell,  b.  r. 
Smith,  Jim,  b.  r. 
Stephens,  Simon,  b.  r. 
Stncklan,  J.  P.,  w.  d. 
Strioklan,  Ward,  w,  d. 
Sever,  J.  A.,  w.  d. 
Shepperd,  Berry,  w.  d. 
Smith,  W.  v.,  w.  d. 
Shepperd,  W.  D.,  w.d. 
Shepperd,  F.  M.,  w.  d. 
Taylor,  S.  P.,  w.  d. 
Taylor,  Joe,  b.  r. 
Thomas,  Tour,  sr.,  b.  r. 
Thomas,  Tour,  jr.,  b.  r. 
Thomas,  Robert,  b.  r. 
Thomas,  Henry,  b.  r. 
Walker,  J.  J.,  b.  r. 
Whitlock,  William,  b.  r. 
Walker,  Harry,  b.  r. 
Walker,  Joe,  b.  r. 
Warde,  Cato,  b.  r. 
White,  Jim,  b.  r. 
Williams,  Warner,  b.  r. 
Wiegins,  Nathan,  b.  r. 
Welters,  Henry,  b.  r. 
Waters,  Gus,  b.  r. 
Wells,  Robert,  b.  r. 
Walker,  Adam,  b.r. 
Walker,  Harry,  b.  r. 
Wilson,  Wash,  b.  r. 
Washington,  George,  b.  r. 
Whidden,  Ben,  b.  r.,  (not  in 

county  six  months.) 
Winn,  Anderson,  b.  r. 
Williams,  Isaac,  b.  r. 


LIST  OF  BLACKS  UNDER  AGE,  BUT  PROBABLY  REGISTERED. 


Butler,  Jim,  b.  r. 
Bell,  Moses,  b.  r. 
Clair,  Griffin,  b.r. 
DeLanoey,  Jake,  b.  r. 
Dandy,  Hump,  b.  r. 


Howell,  Isaac,  b.  r. 
Howell,  Aaron,  b.  r. 
Monroe,  Barrack,  b.  r. 
Monroe,  Montrose,  b.  r. 
McCardy,  August,  b.  r. 


Monroe,  Jerry,  b.  r. 
Lawrence,  Peter,  b.  r. 
Stephens,  Frank,  b.  r. 
Thomas,  Sun,  b.  r. 
Williams,  George,  b.  r. 


Total,  195 ;  whites,  42;  blacks,  153;  white  radicals,  3;  black  democrats,  4. 
Whites,  42 ;  blacks,  153.    Total,  195. 
Take  off  one  not  in  county  six  months. 

Radicals.    Demoormu. 


White 3 

BhM5k 149 


39 
4 


152 


43 


195 
State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  James  L.  Palmer,  Burton 
W.  Bellamy,  and  James  r.  Tucker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the  annex^Hl  list 
of  names  is  a  true  and  correct  list  or  census  of  all  the  lawful  and  qualified  voters,  both 
white  and  black,  living  and  having  their  residence  in  what  is  known  as  the  Fork  of 
the  Ancilla ;  the  said  Aucilla  neighborhood  or  vicinity  having  been  assigned  us  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  a  correct  census  of  all  legal  voters  having  a  legal  right  to  vote 
at  the  general  election  held  in  said  State  and  county  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876. 

(Signed)  JAMES  L.  PALMER. 

BURTON  W.  BELLAMY. 
JAMES  F.  TUCKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  22d  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W  W.  WYNN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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LIST  OF  VOTERS  AND  OTHERS  IN  THE  AUCILLA  PRECINCT. 

Abbreylatiors :  W.  for  white;  0.  for  colored;  d.  for  democrat;  r.  for  radical;  d.  for  neutral;  other 
remarka  opposite  namea. 

October  7,  1876. 


1  Allen,  Henry,  w.  d.  64 

2  Allen,  W.  W.,  w.  d.  65 

3  Allen,  D.  H.,  w.  d.  66 

4  AUeo,  J.  F.,  w.  d.  67 

5  Allen,  Aruh.,  o.  r.  68 

6  Alexander,  Temple,  0.  r.  69 

7  Averitt,  Fernando,  c.  r.  70 

8  Alexander,  Calhoun,  o.  r.  71 

9  Alexander,  Amos,  c.  r.  72 

10  Anderson,  Mose,  c.  r.  73 

11  Alexander,  Robert,  c.  r.  74 

12  Anderson,  Ben.,  c.  r.  75 

13  Anderson,  Moses,  c.  r.  76 

14  Alexander,  John,  o.  r.  77 

15  Alexander,  Clem.,  c.  r.  78 

16  Bellamy,  B.  W.,  w.  d.  79 

17  Broom,  Rivers,  c.  r.  80 

18  Bellamy,  Nelus,  c.  r.  81 

19  Beaty,  John,  c.  r.  82 

20  Baily,  Ancil,  c.  r.  a3 

21  Bell,  Sam.,  c.  r.  84 

22  Boatman,  Ceaser,  o.  r.  85 

23  Boatman,  Lewis,  c.  r.  86 

24  Boatman,  Elijah,  c.  r.  87 

25  Bostiok,  Melton,  c.  r.  88 

26  Bn»h,E.B.,w.d.  89 

27  Bryant,  John,  o.r.  90 

28  Brown,  Garrison,  c.  r.  91 

29  Bagsley,  Benny,  c.  n.  92 

30  Bryant,  Jim  Bob,  w.  d.  93 

31  Brown.Manuel,  w.  d.  94 

32  Bush,  Cardlina,  0.  r.  95 

33  Brown,  Bill,  o.r.  96 

34  Brown,  Edom,  c.  r.  97 

35  Bellamv,  Toney,  c.  d.  98 

36  Bailev,  B.  B.,  w.  d.  99 

37  Bradley,  Wm.,c.r.  100 

38  Bryant,  Ellis,  c.  r.  101 

39  Bryant,  Moky,  o.  r.  102 

40  Bryant,  Pleas,  c.  r.  103 

41  Brown,  Josepn,  o.  r.  104 

42  Barks,  Bella,  o.  r.  105 

43  Bright,  DeniiB,  0.  r.  106 

44  Bright,  Ive,  o.  r.  107 

45  Beadie,  New,  o.  r.  108 

46  Batler,  Luke  or  Lake,  c.r.l09 

47  Bellamy,  Richard,  o.  r.  110 

48  Bellamy,  William,  o.  r.  1 11 

49  Boatman,  Leigh,  o.  r.  112 

50  Bellamy,  Anthony,  0.  d.  113 

51  Blake,  Monday,  c.  r.  114 

52  Blake,  Marshall,  c.  r.  115 

53  Chisholm,  Manuel,  c.  r.  116 

54  Chisholm,  Anthony,  c  r.  117 

55  Chisholm,  Joseph,  o.  r.  118 

56  Cambridge,  Ford,  c.  d.  119 

57  Not  in  State  long  enoughl20 

to  vote.  121 

57  Cobbe,  James,  0.  r.  122 

58  Cobb,  Tansa,  o.  n.  123 

59  Cobb,  Lee.  o.  n.  124 

60  Cobb,  Richard,  o.  r.  125 

61  Cobb,  Ceasar,  o.  r.  126 

62  Cobb,  Turner,  c.  r.  127 

63  Coleman, Richard, en.  128 


Cousins,  William,  c.  r. 
Christopher,  Tom,  c.  r. 
Carlton,  Peter,  c.  r. 
Cason,  Cupid,  c.  r. 
Collins,  Morris,  c.  r. 
Cooper,  Dave,  c.  r. 
Collins,  John,  o.  r. 
Collins,  Abram,  c  r. 
Coleman,  Dave,  c.  r. 
Coleman,  George,  c.  r. 
Collins,  Henry,  c.  r. 
Coleman,  West,  c.  — 
Coleman,  Ben.,  jr.,  c.  r. 
Citlemau,  George,  jr.,  c.d. 
Crooms,  Dab.,  c.  r. 
Camming,  Richard,  c.  r. 
Cunthbnrt,  Isaac,  w.  d. 
Dram,  Sam,  c.  n. 
Dixon,  Alex.,  o.  r. 
Dallas,  Felix,  o.r. 
Donard,  W.  M.,  w.  d. 
Denard,  Levi,  w.  d. 
Dod^en,  Wilson,  w.  d. 
Davis,  Clemaut,  c.  r. 
DempB,  Henry,  c.  r. 
Demps,  Andrew,  c.  r. 
Demps,  Shade,  c.  r. 
Davis,  Kiah,  c.  r. 
Dixon,  Labon,  c.  n. 
Dixon,  Lemand,  o.  r. 
Dougles,  George,  c.  r. 
Douglas,  Luoias,  c.  r. 
Everett,  Whister,  c.  r. 
Evens,  Haden,  c.  d. 
Edwards,  John,  c.  r. 
Edwards,  Robert,  c.  r. 
Edwards,  Silas,  c.  r. 
Evans,  Joe,  c.n. 
Ferguson,  Hector,  c.  r. 
Ferguson,  Frank,  c.  r. 
Ferguson,  Green,  c.  r. 
Finlayson,  James,  c.  d. 
Franklin,  Oscar,  c.  r. 
Fell,  Dave,  c.  r. 
Finlayson,  John,  w.  d. 
Fell,  Barney,  o.  r. 
Feacbim,  Remer,  c.  r. 
Fnrg  son.  Green,  p.  r. 
Ford,  Wallace,  c.  r. 
Ford,  Jacob,  o.  r. 
Griffin,  Lias,  c.  r. 
Graham,  La  vis,  c.  r. 
Green,  Wm.,  c.  r. 
Green,  Mill,  o.  r. 
Green,  Fleming,  o.  r. 
Green,  Ive,  c.  r. 
Griffin,  T.  J.,  w  d. 
Gascom,  Noah,  c.  r. 

,  c.  r. 

Ginlat,  John,  o.  r. 
Ginlat,  Zach.,  c.  r. 
Gelsey,  Henry,  c.  r. 
Green,  Peter,  c.  d. 
Green,  John,  c.  r. 
Green,  Fred.,  c.  r. 


129  Granethan,  Car,  c.  r. 

130  Green,  Mnndy,  c.  r. 

131  Glover,  Denis,  c.  r. 
13;i  Glover,  Tom,  c.  r, 

133  Gorsby,  Hal,  o.  r. 

134  Gibbs,  Emery,  c.  r. 

135  HutcheDSon^eb8ter,o.r 

136  Howard,  Jeff.,  c.  r. 

137  Hampton,  Nathan,  o.  r. 

138  Hill.  Harris,  c.  d. 

139  Harley,  Lewis,  c.  n. 

140  Hamilton,  Wm..  c.  r. 

141  Humphrey,  Mavw,  w.  d. 

142  Hinds,  H.B.,w.d. 

143  Humphrey,  James,  o.  r. 

144  Hews,  Thomas,  c,  r. 

145  Hagaus,  Gabriel,  c.  r. 

146  Haugnns,  Mose,  c.  r. 

147  Hagaus,  Emanuel,  c.  r. 

148  Harrison,  Sam.,  c.  r. 

149  Hagaus,  William,  c  r. 

150  Hawk i us,  Ned,  c.  r. 

151  Hill,  Nelson,  c.  r. 

152  Hey  word,  Adam,  c.  r. 

153  Harrison,  Dan.,  o.  r. 

154  Harrison,  Lewis,  c.  r. 

155  Harriscm,  Henry,  c.  r. 

156  Irving,  Lester,  c.  r. 

157  Johnston,  Jim.  c.  r. 

158  Jackson,  Rich^d,c.  n. 

159  James,  Joe,  c.  n. 

160  Joener.  Lewis,  w.  d. 

161  Jelks,  Randall,  o.  d. 

162  Johnson,  Jake,  c.  r. 

163  Johnson,  Wiley,  c.  r. 

164  Judge,  Alex.,  c.  r. 

165  Jordan,  Ed.,  c.  r. 

166  Jenkins,  James,  c.  r. 

167  James,  Martin,  c.  r. 

168  Jackson,  Willis,  c.  r. 

169  Jewitt,  Daniel,  c.  r. 

170  Jewitt,  Isaac,  c.  r. 

171  Jackson,  Daniel,  c.  r. 

172  John  Johnson,  alias 

Stanley,  c.  r. 

173  Jenkins,  Mack,  c.  r. 

174  Jones,  Caleb,  o.  r. 

175  Johnson,  Peter,  c.  r. 

176  Johnson,  Jim,  c.  r. 

177  Jason,  Sain»  c.r. 

178  Kendriok,  Wm.,  c.  r. 

179  Kendrick,  Isam,  c.  r. 

180  King,  Alex.,  c.  r. 

181  King,  Frank,  c.  r. 

182  Kennedy,  China,  c.  r. 

183  Kennedy,  Peter,  c  r. 

184  Logan,  Eph,  c.  n. 

185  Law,  Ossanty.  c.  r. 

186  Lindsey,  J.  W.,  w.  d. 

187  Law,  Benjamin,  c.  r. 

188  Law,  Daniel,  c.  r. 

189  Lamb,  John,  c.  r. 

190  Tucker,  James  F.,  w.  d. 

191  Thomas,  Sam,  c.  r. 

192  Tyndall,  Jerry miah,w.d. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


376 


FLORIDA — ^JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 


193  Tison,  George,  c.  r. 

194  Terry,  Jaly^.  r. 

195  Thompson,  Willy,  o.  r. 

196  TiBon,  AUeo,  c.  r. 

197  ThompfloD,  Wash,  o.  r. 

198  ThompsoD,  Abram,  c.  r. 

199  Thompson,  Wham,  o.  r. 

200  Tulman,  Green,  c.  r. 

201  Walker,  Dick,  o.r. 
203  Walker,  Jack,  o.  r. 

203  Walker,  Paol,  c.  r. 

204  Washin^n,  Uinee,  o.  r. 

205  Wilson,  Ben,  o.  r. 

206  Wilton,  John,  o.  r. 

207  Wilson,  Pink,  c  r. 

208  Washington,  Henry,  o.r, 

209  Washington,  Horry,  0.  r. 

210  Washington,  W.,  c.  r. 

211  Washington,  Harrison, 

c.r. 

212  Washington,  Thomas,  o. 

r. 

213  Williams,  Mack,  o.  r. 

214  Williams,  Charles,  o.  r. 

215  Williams,  Allen,  c  r. 

216  Wheeler,  Joe,  o.  r. 

217  Wards,  P.  D.,  w.  d. 

218  Williams,  Granville,  o.r. 

219  Wright, Elvoy, c.r. 

220  Wiiliftms,  Prince,  c.  r. 

221  Wooldy,8ike,o.r. 

222  Williams,  Dave,  c.r. 

223  Wilkinson,  Tom,  c.  r. 

224  Wells, Jerry, c.r. 

225  Walker  Reed,  c.  r. 

226  Williams,  Zania,c.r. 

227  Williams, Pharaoh,  c.r. 

228  Williams,  John,  c.  d. 

229  Wilson,  Jack,  o.r. 

230  Williams,  Prince,  cr. 

231  Walker,  Ruse,  o.  r. 


232  Walker,  Tom,  c.  r. 

233  Williams, Jim, c.r. 

234  Yoange,  M.  B.,  w.  d. 

235  Yoange,  Alfred,  c.  r. 

236  Yoange,  Sam,  c.  r. 

237  Mosely,  Willis, cr. 

238  Miller, Jim, en. 

239  Miles,  Adam, en. 

240  Merritt, Willis, cr. 

241  May,Asa.w.d. 

242  Morris,  Joel  M.,  w.  d. 

243  Morris,  Harman,  w.  d. 

244  Morris,  John,  w.  d. 

245  Merriinan,  George,  w.  d. 

246  Morris,  8am,  c.  r. 

247  McMillan.  C.H.,w.d. 

248  Moore,  Lack,  c.  r. 

249  Moore,  Talbott,  c.  r. 

250  MnngLo, Chris, c.r. 

251  Mills,  Simon,  c.  r. 

252  Mickens,  Isaac,  c.  r. 

253  Mosely, Nat, cr. 

254  Mickens,  Hala,  c.  r. 

255  Miller, Charley, cr. 

256  Miller, John, cr. 

257  Norman  Melvin,  c  r. 

258  Norri8,W.R.,w.d. 

259  Mitchel,  Isaac,  c  r. 

260  Norris,  Ned,  c.  r. 

261  Noble  John,  c  r. 

262  Neily,Page,cr. 

263  Neil,  G«orge,  c  r. 

264  Neil,  Adam,  c  r. 

265  Parker,  Joseph,  w.  d. 

266  Person,  Henry,  c  r. 

267  Prosen,  Oliver,  c.n. 

268  Phillips,  John,  c.  r. 

269  Pleasant,  Charles,  c.  r. 

270  Pago,  Henry,  c.  r. 

271  Palmer,  Andrew,  c  r. 

272  Palmer,  Jas,,  w.  d. 


273  Ferryman,  Howard,  c  r. 

274  Proctor,  Bahamiah,  c  r. 

275  Parker,  Edmond,  c  r. 

276  Parker,  Arthur,  c  r. 

277  PhroOs,  Abraham,  c  r. 

278  Pane,Tobey,cr. 

279  Phillips,  Tom,  c  r. 

280  Poole,  Miller,  e.  r. 

281  Riley,  John  D.,n.d. 

282  Roan  tree.  Lake,  c  r. 

283  Ross,  John,  c  n. 

284  Ryan,  Ive,  c  r. 

285  Reed, Frank, cr. 

286  Richardson,  Isaac,  c  r. 

287  Robinson,  AdolphoSjCr. 

288  Ryan,  W.  P.,  w.  d. 

289  Ronntre,  Anthony,  c  r< 

290  Redman,  Jesse,  c  r. 

291  Radford,  Kinchen,  w.  d 

292  Reberson,  Chino,  c  r. 

293  Roberson,  John,  c  r. 

294  Randolph,  Dan,  c.  r. 

295  Richardson,  Dick,  c  r. 

296  Roberts,  Ben,  cr. 

297  Rains,  Henry,  c  r. 

298  Small,  Richard,  c  r. 

299  Small,  Jim,  o.  r. 

300  Sapp,  G.  M.,  w.  d. 

301  Sloan,  Elias,  c  r. 

302  Stevens.  Robert,  c  r. 

303  Small,  Ben,  c  r. 

304  Shines,  Frank,  c  d. 

305  Sissliu,  Peter,  c  r. 

306  SissliD,  Wilson,  c  r. 

307  Savage,  Simon,  c  r. 

308  Stroman,  Jim,  c  r. 
:)09  Stevens,  Wallace,  c  r. 

310  Samuel,  Rach,  c  r. 

311  Sisslin,  Wm.,  c.  r. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Whole  number  of  legal  votes 311 

Democrats,  marked  **d" 47 

Radicals,  marked ''r^ 249 

Nentrals,  marked  '^n" • 15 

311 

REBfARK8.~What  is  intended  by  neutral  is  that  they  will  not  vote  at  all. 

State  of  Florida,  Jefferson  County : 

Personally  came  and  appeared  befpre  the  undersigned  William  Z.  Bailey,  John  E.  Turn- 
bull,  William  Bishop,  and  Franklin  Henry,  citizens  resident  of  said  county  of  Jefferson, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the  list  of  names  accompanying  this  affidavit  and  there- 
to attached  is  a  true  and  correct  census  or  enumeration  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  who 
reside  in  the  Sardis  Church  neighborhood  or  district,  in  Jefferson  Coanty,  Florida;  that 
said  census  or  enumeration  was  made  and  taken  prior  to  the  seventh  day  of  November 
last,  and  dnring  the  six  months  next  preceding  said  date ;  that  to  each  of  these  affiants 
-was  allotted  the  duty,  by  his  coUea^es  undersigned,  of  taking  said  cenaas  in  a  speci- 
fied portion  of  said  Sardis  Church  district ;  that  said  daty  was  thoroughly  discharged 
by  each  of  the  undersigned  for  each  of  said  subdistricts,  and  that  these  affiants,  each 
for  himself  and  for  the  subdistrict  to  which  he  was  assigned,  as  above  stated,  now 
swear  and  well  know  the  census  or  enumeration  aforesaid  tnereto  attached  to  be  true, 
accurate,  and  complete ;  and  these  affiants  further  say,  upon  oath,  that  the  said  Sardis 
Church  district  is  one  of  the  districts  into  which  the  said  county  of  Jefferson  was  sab- 
divided  by  the  conservative  democratic  executive  committee  of  Jefferson  County  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  accurate  census  or  enumeration  of  the  voters  in  the  entire  county 
of  Jefferson  aforesaid. 

W.  Z.  BAILEY. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIST   OP   MINORS.  377 

Sworn  to  and  sabsoribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

J.  J.  RITTER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  J.  J.  Ritter  this  20, 1876. 

M.  J.  TAYLOR, 
Clerk  of  Jeflferson  Circuit  Court. 
G.  E.  TURNBULL. 
R.  8.  PETTU8. 
B.  8.  BLACKBURN. 
JOHN  L.  ROBERTS. 
W.  W.  ABBOTT. 
R.  H.  FLOYD. 
J.  L.  NEELEY. 
A.  LACY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  21, 1876,  by  S.  Pettus,  J.  E.  Turn- 
bull,  J.  L.  Roberts,  W.  W.  Abbott,  R.  H.  Floyd,  J.  L.  Neeley,  A.  Lacey, 

GEORGE  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

F.  C.  HENRY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  roe  this  November  23, 1876,  by  F.  C.  Henry. 

GEOlRGE  H.  HADLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Jefferson : 
Before  the  undersigned  personally  appeared  W.  Y,  Bishop,  W.  Z.  Bailey,  F.  C.  Hen- 

S,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  made  the  census  of  the  subdivision  made  by 
e  conservative-democratic  party  and  known  as  Sardis  precinct,  and  that  said  census 
contains  the  name  of  everv  adult  in  said  subdivision  that  was  entitled  to  vote,  had  he 
registered  as  required  by  law,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876. 

W.  V.  BISHOP. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida. 

LIST  OP  NAMES  OF  MINORS  SAID  TO  HAVE  VOTED  AT  POLL  NO.  1. 

Richard  Tate  and  May  Seymour,  voted  republican  ticket ;  have  not  lived  in  State 
welve  months. 

John  Anderson,  same  as  above. 

Nelson  Coleman,  not  a  citizen  ;  checked  at  poll  No.  1. 

Edward  Morris,  not  in  the  State  twelve  months. 

Aaron  Cooks,  poll  1 ;  William  Henry,  minor,  poU  1 ;  Jim  Bozeman,  minor,  xk>11  1,. 
republicans ;  Tom  Chase,  minor. 

Thomas  Oberton,  minor;  Wesley  Woods,  republican,  not  in  State  twelve  months, 
immediately  preceding  election. 

POLL  2. 

Sam  Fleming,  republican  ticket ;  lived  in  Leon. 

Hillman  Ledbitter,  voted  at  No.  2. 

Handy  Thomas,  not  in  State  twelve  months. 

Virgil  Thomas,  minor  age. 

Moses  Johnson,  minor. 

Paris  Rouse,  not  twelve  months  in  the  State. 

Isaac  Hugi^ns  admitted  that  he  lived  in  Georgia  to  McBird,  deponent.  Ed  Stephen 
voted  republican,  minor;  informed  of  age  by  mother  of  Stephen;  eighteen  years. 
Sworn  to  by  J.  F.  Tucker. 

POKL  NO.  3. 

Ben  Sherman,  republican  ticket,  non-resident.    Sworn  to  by  R.  Sherman. 

Isaac  Brown,  son  of  Glass  Brown^  minor. 

J.  N.  Jordan,  Barry  Crinley,  not  m  State  twelve  months. 

Everett  Jackson,  republican  ticket,  minor ;  admitted  by  his  father. 

L.  O.  C.  Lingo,  Wade  Bemey,  minor. 

Peter  Jones,  minor. 

Jeff  Marks,  minor. 

Moses  Brooks,  minor. 

Burrell  Williams,  non-resident. 

Gns  Young,  minor. 
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B.  F.  Barnes. 

Hiley,  or  Eloval.  or  Williara  R.  Qaitwood,  repablican  ticket,  minor. 

J.  T.  Comvill,  Sam  Williams,  repablican  ticKet,  not  resident  twelve  months. 

Gas  Whiteberst,  J.  T.  Cornvill,  Duval  Coaaty. 

Isaac  Hambry  and  Col.  Hemby ;  twelve  months. 

NO.  7,  WAUKBENAB. 

Jne  Green,  Jeff  Williams,  and  Verner  Clark,  repablican  ticket,  minors. 

Hf^or  Walden,  repablican  ticket,  don't  appear  to  be  twenty-one  years  old. 

Henry  Howard,  radical  ticket,  minor. 

If^atLC  Choise,  non-resident  at  the  time. 

Peter  Bams,  repablican  ticket,  minor,  or  Joe  Norton,  republican  ticket,  minor. 

Ed  La  wrens,  minor. 

O.  H.  Gadsden,  Jacob  Pinokney,  repablican  ticket,  minor. 

Sam  Broxy,  minor. 

Alvin  May,  Joy  Gibson,  republican  ticket,  minor. 

Asa  Biay,  Scott  Brown,  republican  ticket,  minor. 

Dolphas  Anderson,  repablican  ticket,  miuor,  No.  9,  Long's  store. 

Ulmers  Richard  Redwood,  republican  ticket,  minor. 

J.  R.  Launders,  Stephen  Adams,  repablican  ticket,  non-resident. 

W.  W.  Abbott,  Elijah  ^^ston,  republican  ticket,  minor. 

W.  W.  Abbott,  Mike  Simons,  or  Mike  Jordan,  republican,  minor. 

G.  W.  Patterson,  Bumey  Simons,  and  Spencer  Bedick,  minor. 

F.  Rnssel,  Prince  Gethers,  minor,  repablican. 

O.  H.  Gadsden,  Marcus  Taylor,  minor. 

J.  W.  Stnrges  and  Wm.  William,  minor. 

Ira  K.  Edwards,  Watty  Green,  minor. 

Republican  ticket,  J.  W.  Freeman. 

POLL  NO.   5. 

Richard  Moore,  not  six  months  in  the  county. 

Peter  Damon,  Montrose  Moore,  Augnst  McCardy,  Isaiah  McCony,  Frank  Stephen, 
Barsh  Monroe,  Griffin  Clair,  Gilbert  Davis,  ander  21,  Jerry  Monroe,  under  20,  all  voted 
republican  ticket. 

Dick  Montiaroi,  ander  21,  voted  repablican  ticket,  poll  No.  8. 

Jake  Middleton,  non-resident. 

Bethel  Bellamy,  Tillman  Francis,  Armstead  Bfadri,  Elbert  Snipe,  ander  age  and 
voted  republican  ticket. 

Morris  Williams,  minor,  and  voted  republican  ticket ;  admitted  himself. 

Thomas  Adams,  non-resident,  Georgia. 

DRMOGRATIO  CLAIMS  ON  ELBCTORAL  VOTK  OP  JKFFBRSON  COUNTY. 

HavM  and  Tild«D  ani 

STATKMSMT.                                                         Wheeler  Haadrieia 

electors,  elector*. 

Vote  as  announced 2,660  737 

Add  Tilden  and  Hendricks  votes  missing  and  not  counted  at  poll  1 5 

Add  Tilden  and  Hendricks  votes  missing  and  not  counted  at  poll  8 3 

Add  Tildeo  and  Hendricks  votes  missing  and  not  counted  at  poll  9 5 


750 
Deduct  votes  counted  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler,  polled  for  Til- 
den and  Hendricks,  as  above  set  forth :  poll  No.  1,  5 ;  poll 

No.  8,  3;  and  poll  No.  9,  5 13 

Deduct  votes  stuffed  in  ballot-boz  at  poll  No.  1 50 

Dednct  votes  of  felon 22 

Deduct  votes  of  repeaters 41 

Deduct  votes  of  infants,  non-residents,  and  persons  not  in 

State  12  months,  and  persons  not  in  county  6  months 77 

And  of  those  who  coald  not  be  found  when  census  taken  ....  430 

Persons  who  never  registered - 65 

Deduct  Hayes  and  Wneeler  votes  at  poll  5,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  illegal  votes  polled  there  in  above  statement.  283 

"^ 

Dednct  Tilden  and  Hendricks  votes  at  poll  5 41 

Deduct  from  Hayes  and  Wheeler  vote 981 

Electoral  vote 1,679  709 

709 

Majority  of  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors  970 
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AFFIDAVIT  OP  JAMES  C.   SMYTHE— INACCURACY  OF  DEMOCRATIC  CENSUS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss  : 

Before  me,  a  notary  pablic  for  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  appeared  James  C.  Smythe » 
who,  being  daly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  persons  who  took  the  censas 
of  Jefferson  Connty,  State  of  Florida,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1875,  and  that  one  D.  M.  Pem- 
broke was  the  other  person  who  aided  in  taking  the  census  of  said  county  of  Jefferson  in 
said  year,  1875.  The  manner  in  which  the  deponent  took  the  census  is  as  follows :  He  went 
to  the  house  of  the  owners  ol  plantations  and  inauired  of  those  owners  as  to  the  number  of 
persons  on  those  plantations.  The  owners  gave  him  the  numbers  of  persons  on  their  plan- 
tat^^ions,  but  many  very  reluctantly,  seeming  not  to  desire  the  deponent  among  their  hands. 
Deponent  not  desiring  to  be  offensive  to  the  owners  of  the  plantations  did  not  go  among  the 
hands,  and  after  he  had  completed  his  list,  much  to  his  astonishment  and  chagrin,  he  found 
that  many  of  them  had  not  given  the  true  and  correct  number  He  found  also,  after  he  had 
made  his  returns,  that  there  were  many  heads  of  families — colored  men — and  many  colored 
men  who  were  legal  voters  of  said  county  were  disconnected  with  the  plantations ;  and  he 
failed  to  take  them  in  the  census.  And  to  his  personal  knowledge  deponent  further  says 
that  there  were  many  white  persons  in  said  county  were  left  off  of  the  census-list,  and  he 
says  that  the  way  he  come  to  be  eng^g^  in  taking  the  census  was  that  Capt.  J.  W.  John- 
60  n,  who  had  charge  of  taking  the  census  of  that  county  of  Jefferson,  employed  deponent 
and  D.  M.  Pembroke  to  go  among  the  people  and  get  the  number  of  the  persons  in  said 
coanty  of  Jefferson,  and  the  evident  reason  of  persons  in  not  beiuff  particular  in  giving  the 
full  and  true  nuiiibcir  upon  their  plantations  (nearly  all  of  them  being  democrats)  was  to 
make  the  census-list  as  small  as  possible,  so  as  to  keep  the  said  county  of  Jefferson  from 
having  another  member  of  the  general  assembly,  it  being  a  republican  county ;  and  he  says 
that  it  comes  under  his  personal  knowledge  that  said  census-list  was  not  correct,  and  that  it 
did  not  give  as  many  white  and  colored  voters,  nor  the  number  of  their  families,  as  resided 
in  said  county  at  the  time  said  census  was  taken  ;  and  since  said  list  was  taken  there  has 
been  quite  an  emigration  to  the  county  of  Jefferson  of  whites  and  colored,  but  many  more 
of  the  latter-named. 

Deponent  says  that  he  resided  in  said  county  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  on  account  of 
his  taJring  the  census,  and  his  mind  beiug  directed  in  that  way,  thereby  he  has  become  very 
familiar  with  the  voting  population  of  said  county ;  and,  having  been  engaged  as  deputy  clerk 
of  said  county,  and  registering  the  voters  thereof,  gave  him  additional  advantages  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  voters  of  said  connty ;  and  he  was  at  one  time  clerk  of  the  Unitea 
States  registration  board  of  said  county,  and  he  can  safely  say,  from  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  that  there  are  more  legally  qualified  electors  in  the  said  county  of  Jefferson 
and  State  of  Florida  than  voted  in  said  county  at  the  general  election  on  the  7th  day  of 
November  last.  And  deponent  further  says  he  knows  one  Armstrong  made  an  offer  to  vote 
at  the  poll  held  by  deponent ;  that  he  was  challenged  on  account  of  minority.  A  legal  oath 
was  administered  to  said  elector,  who  swore  that  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  he 
was  allowed  to  vote. 

JAMES  C.  SMYTHE. 

Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  before  me  this  December  4,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  M.  J.  TAYLOR, 

Notary  Pablic  for  the  State  of  Florida. 
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CERTIFICATE  OP  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  Coanty : 

We.  the  Qodersigrned,  Samael  Walker,  judf^  of  the  county  coart  of  the  conn^  stated, 
and  Charles  H.  Edwards,  clerk  of  the  circait  court  of  the  coanty  aforesaid,  and  James  Page, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  ahove  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  can> 
▼ass^rs  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  connty  aforesaid,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  the  same  hmng 
two  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Leon  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tues- 
day, the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy- four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  fur  the  registration 
of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,*'  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory 
thereto,  approved  Februaiy  27,  1872.  We  ao  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Governor  of  Florida  was  four  thousand  and  forty 
r4,040^  as  follows,  viz :  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  three  thousand  and  twenty-nine 
(3,029)  votes;  George  F.  Drew  received  one  thousand  and  ten  (1,010)  votes,  and  blank  re- 
ceived, one  (1)  vote. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  four  thousand  and 
thirty-eight  (4,038) as  follows,  viz:  David  Montgemery  received  three  thousand  and  twenty- 
seven  (3,027)  votes;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  thousand  and  eleven  (1,011)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  six- 
teen thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  (16, 1 52,)  of  which — 

Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  three  Uiousand  and  thirty-five  (3,035)  votea. 

Charles  H.  Pearce  received  three  thousand  and  thirty-five  (3,035)  votes.  . 

William  H.  Holden  received  three  thousand  and  thirty-five  (3,035)  votes. 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  three  thousand  and  thirty-five  (3,035)  votes. 

James  £.  Tonge  received  one  thousand  and  three  (1,003)  votes. 

Wilkinson  Call  received  one  thousand  and  three  (1,003)  votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  thousand  and  three  (1,003)  votes. 

Robert  Bullock  received  one  thousand  and  three  (1,003)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  four  tbonsand 
and  twenty-five  (4,025)  as  follows,  viz : 

William  J.  Purman  received  three  thousand  and  seven  (3,007)  votes. 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  one  thousand  and  fifteen  (1,015)  votes. 

W.  U.  Saunders  reseived  one  ( I )  vote. 

John  E.  Proctor  received  two  (2)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  m^ber  of  assembly  was  seventeen  thousand 
and  ninety-nine  (17,099)  as  follows,  viz : 

Demard  Quarterman  received  three  thousand  and  twenty-seven  (3,027)  votes. 

William  T.  Thompson  received  three  thousand  and  twenty-four  (3,024)  votes. 

William  H.  Ford  received  three  thousand  and  thirty -five  (3,035)  votes. 

Edmund  C.  Weeks  reeeived  three  thousand  and  twenty-seven  (3,027)  votes. 

David  W.  Gwynn  received  one  thousand  and  six  (1,006)  votes. 

Richard  C  Parkhill  received  one  thousand  and  twenty-two  (1,022)  votes. 

Virgil  Harris  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  (984)  votes. 

Peter  Brown  received  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  (974)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Tallahassee,  in  the  C4>uiity  aforesaid,  this  dth  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundied  and  seventy-aix. 

[SEAL.]  SAMUEL  WALKER, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Leon  County. 

[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWARD, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Leon  County. 
JAMES  PAGE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Leon  Connty. 

Canvassed.    Two  illegal  republican  votes  deducted. 

SAMUEL  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 
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DEMOCRATIC  CHARGES. 

Gross  fraads  have  been  committed  in  the  general  election  held  in  the  countj  of  Leon,  and 
State  of  Florida,  for  presidential  electors,  a  member  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  in 
Congpress,  one  governor,  and  one  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  four  members  of  the 
hoase  of  representatives  in  the  legislature  of  said  State,  and  other  officers,  of  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876, 

Specification  first  is  that  the  several  voting-places,  at  precincts  No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3,  and 
No.  4,  in  Tallahassee,  were  closed  and  walled  up,  so  as  to  prevent  more  than  two  or  three 
voters  outside  of  the  house  from  seeing  the  ballot-box  at  any  one  time,  and  to  exclude  the 
large  mass  of  voters  present  at  each  of  said  precincts  from  seeing  who  voted,  and  from 
challenging  any  unlawful  votes  that  were  offered ;  that  the  republican  party,  acting  through 
its  ofiicialsy  had  this  done  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  an  open  and  free  election,  and  to 
further  their  fraudulent  designs  upon  the  will  of  the  people,  and  a  free  expression  thereof 
by  honest  voters. 

Siened,  Robert  Gamble,  G.  A.  Ball,  John  W.  Night,  M.  F.  Papy,  W.  R.  Wilson,  T.  H. 
Randolph. 

Specification  No.  2  is  that  three  persons  were  permitted  to  vote,  and  did  vote  illegally  at 
said  election,  for  the  repoblicAn  candidates  then  running  for  said  offices,  they,  the  said 
voters,  being  each  and  all  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  to  wit,  Henry  Thorn,  James 
Berry,  and  Norman  Gailiard. 

See  affidavits  of  Richard  B.  Bull,  N.  W.  Eppes,  and  Frank  Hawkins. 

Specification  No.  3  is  that  many  colored  democratic  voters  were  frijrhtened  and  intimi- 
dated at  said  election,  by  the  threats  and  menaces  of  their  own  color,  and  other  republicans, 
and  some  were  thereby  prevented  from  voting  for  all  of  said  democratic  candidates 

See  affidavits  of  John  P.  Roberts,  William  Harrington,  I.  P.  Roberts,  Gardiner  Williams, 
Jesse  Dennis,  T.  F.  Moore.  A.  Rouse,  L.  T.  Roberts. 

Specification  No.  4  is  that  the  polls  were  opened  and  the  voting  commenced  at  No.  13, 
Richardson  school-house  precinct,  one  of  the  precincts  and  voting-places  in  said  county 
before  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  so  as  to  exclude 
one  of  the  regularly-appointed  inspectors  of  said  election ;  and  in  his  absence,  and  in  the 
ttbsence  of  one  of  the  supervisors,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  two  democratic  challengers,  who 
had  been  previously  appointed  by  consent  of  the  committee  of  both  political  parties  to 
be  present  at  that  precinct,  a  large  number  of  republican  ballots  for  the  republican  can- 
didates for  presidential  electors  of  the  United  States  and  one  Representative  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  one  governor,  and  one  lieutenant-governor,  and  four  mem- 
bers of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  were  fraudulently  deposited  in  the 
ballot-box,  and  afterward  counted  out  for  said  candidates;  and  that  the  poll-books  and 
list  of  voters  at  said  prdcinct  was  so  made  and  altered  as  to  conain  a  number  of 
names  of  persons  or  voters  at  the  beginning  of  said  list,  amounting  to  about  fifty-five, 
and  also  sixteen  others  near  the  bottom  of  said  list,  and  some  otheis  scattered  through 
eaid  list,  that  were  not  present  and  did  not  vote  at  said  precinct,  and  that  where  two 
ballots  were  found  folded  together  they  were  not  thrown  out,  as  the  law  directs,  but  they 
were  counted  as  one  vote  for  the  republicans  in  two  or  more  instances,  so  that  about  one- 
half  of  the  votes  purporting  to  have  been  polled  at  said  precinct  for  said  republican  candi- 
dates at  the  said  election  were  either  not  present  and  did  not  vote  at  all  or  were  illegally  and 
fraudulently  given  and  polled.  (See  affidavits  of  A.  Rouse.  S.J.Fulton,  March  Golding, 
D.  B  Megiunis,  S.  J.  Fling,  Stephen  Griffin,  L.  F.  Roberts  ) 

Specification  No.  5. — ^Is  that  a  large  number  of  persons  voted  at  said  general  election  who 
had  not  registered  in  said  county,  and  were  not  leg^l  voters,  some  of  whom  are  known  to 
have  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  it  is  not  known  for  whom  the  others  voted.  (See 
affidavits  of  J.  M.  Carr,  Henry  N.  Felkel,  N.  W.  Eppes,  Walter  Gwynn.) 

PRECINCT  NUMBER  THREE. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Robert  Gamble* 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  acted  as  inspector  at  precinct  number  three,  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November  last ;  that  the  poll  was  completely  hid  from  the  view  of  all  except  those 
who  were  in  the  room  with  the  inspectors,  and  some  three  or  four  who  from  time  to  time 
stood  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ballot-box  during  the  deposition  of  their  ballots ;  that 
this  marking  was  caused  by  a  high  plaiik-fence  inclosure,  erected  immediately  in  front  of 
the  win  low  where  the  balloting  was  done,  this  inclosure  being  about  seven  feet  high  and 
twenty  long,  and  so  divided  by  a  partition  that  two  narrow  passages  were  made.  Along  one 
*  of  these  the  voter  was  permitted  to  approach  the  poll,  and  by  the  second  he  was  caused  to 
retire  after  depositing  his  vote.  The  masking  was  so  complete  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
electors  standing  on  the  outside,  in  the  street,  to  see  the  actions  of  those  who  entered  this 
hidden  passage.  The  deponent  says  that  often  during  the  seventh  of  November  persons 
came  into  this  then  hidden  passage  and  approached  the  ballot-box,  but  cast  no  vote,  and 
that  it  often  happened  that  not  more  than  a  single  inspector  was  present,  or  an  inspector  and 
one  other,  either  cleik,  supervisor,  or  challenger,  and  that  during  these  periods  the  ballot-box 
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was  wholly  nnder  charg^e  of  the  above  party  or  parties,  which  codld  never  have  happened 
had  the  polls  been  open  to  the  pablic 

ROBERT  GAMBLE. 

Sworn  to  and  tabscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,    Fseal  ] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Glover  A.  Ball, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  seventh  of  November,  IH76,  he  voted  at  precinct  No.  3, 
in  Tallahassee.  That  the  view  of  the  ballot-box  was  entirely  obstructed,  so  far  as  the  bystand- 
ers were  concerned,  by  a  structure  built  of  plank,  which  was  a  box  about  twenty  feet  long 
and  divided  longitudinally  by  a  plank  partition,  the  whole  being  about  seven  or  eight  feet 
high  ;  that  the  voters  were  admitted  two  or  three  at  a  time,  at  an  aperture  near  the  end  of  the 
structure  most  remote  from  the  ballot-box,  and  passing  on  came  in  front  of  the  inspectors 
and  the  ballot-box,  and  after  depositing  their  ballots,  returned  by  a  passage  parallel  to  the 
one  they  had  previously  traversed,  and  made  their  exit  bv  a  passage  near  the  end  of  the 
structure ;  that  nothing  could  and  did  pass  into  and  out  of  these  boxes  ad  libitam  ;  and  as 
voters  were  shut  out  from  the  view  of  the  bystanders,  there  was  no  means  of  detecting  par- 
ties who  mi^ht  attempt  to  vote  twice  or  oftener,  by  repairing  to  the  different  precincts  in 
town. 

(Signed)  G.  A.  BALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,     [seaL-I 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

PRECINCT  KUMBBR  POUR. 

State  of  Florida,  L«»on  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  nersonally  came  Jno.  W.Nash, 
who.  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  voted  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  the  basement  of  the 
capitol,  ou  the  seventh  of  November  last,  and  that  the  approach  to  the  window  at  which  the 
votes  were  handed  to  the  inspectors  was  barricaded  by  a  high  plank  fence,  some  seven  or 
eight  feet  high,  forming  a  long,  narrow  lane  with  a  division  running  lengthwise  between  the 
outer  walls.  That  the  ballot-box  was  thus  entirely  excluded  from  the  view  of  the  voters 
and  others.  That  the  approach  was  through  a  gateway  left  at  the  side  of  that  end  of  the 
boxing  most  remote  from  the  window.  Tnat  the  voters,  two  or  three  at  a  time,  were  ad- 
mitted through  this  gateway  and  approached  the  ballot-box.  That  after  voting  they  passed 
up  another  passage,  in  the  boxing,  and  made  their  exit  on  the  opposite  side  m»m  tlie 
gateway  through  which  they  entered ;  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  bystanders  to  see 
whether  those  that  entered  the  box  voted  or  not.  That  manv  did  enter  the  box,  and  retain » 
who  had  previously  voted  either  at  that  precinct  or  some  other,  and  that  in  coDsequenoe  of 
the  obstruction  offered  by  the  box  it  were  impossible  to  detect  any  attempt  at  repeating. 
(Signed)  JNO.  W.  NASH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1(^6. 

D.  CAMERON,     [seal  J 
Justice  of  Uie  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in,  and  for  said  countv,  personally  came  W.S. 
Wilson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  voted  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  Tallahassee,  oo 
the  7th  of  November  last,  and  that  complaint  was  made  that  the  precincts  were  all  ob- 
structed by  high  plank  inclosures,  which  effectually  masked  and  shut  out  from  view  the 
ballot-boxes ;  and  that  this  was  the  case  at  precinct  No.  4  ;  that  he  approached  said  predoct 
through  a  long  passage-way  constructed  of  plank,  entering  at  one  end,  with  a  wall  some  seven 
feet  high  excluding  all  view  of  the  surrounding  public ;  that  after  traversing  this  alley  be 
arrived  before  the  inspectors,  and  after  delivering  his  vote  was  caused,  to  pass  up  another  pas- 
sage which  had  its  exit  at  the  same  end  of  the  structure  where  he  had  entered ;  that  often 
during  the  day  the  ballot-box  was  under  no  supervision  of  the  public,  beyond  those  repre- 
sentatives personated  by  the  inspectors  and  clerk  ;  that  persons  were  permitt(*d  free  acce» 
to  the  polls  by  means  of  these  inclosures,  and  could  enter  them  a^in  and  again  at  their 
pleasure,  while  those  standing  around  were  precluded  by  the  planking  firom  knowing  what 
they  did  there. 

W.  R.  WILSON. 

Sworn  ani  subscribe!  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A. D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,  [sbal.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  Flori<1a,  Leon  Coanty : 

Before  me,  a  jnstice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  conntj,  personally  came  M.  F.  Papj,  who, 
being  dnlj  sworn,  says  that  ne  voted  at  precinct  No.  3,  in  Tallahassee,  at  an  election  held 
on  the  7t*h  of  November,  1876,  and  that  on  approaching  the  pull  he  fonnd  access  to  the 
ballot-box  only  through  an  oblong  passage-way  rormed  by  a  plank  stmctare  which  com- 
pletely shut  out  from  view  the  ballot-box,  and  inspectors,  so  far  as  the  voters  and  others 
standing  around  were  concerned :  the  said  structure  was  about  twenty  feet  long  and  seven 
or  eight  feet  high,  closely  planked  up,  and  divided  longitudinally  by  a  plank  division  ;  that 
the  voter  enters  this  structure  near  the  end  farthest  from  the  ballot-box,  and  passing  down 
a  narrow  passage,  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  the  inspectors.  After  depositmg  hia 
ballot  he  passed  through  a  second  passage  running  parallel  to  the  first,  and  left  the  structure 
at  an  entrance  opposite  to  the  one  he  first  entered.  Deponent  says  that  parties  had  free  ac- 
cess to  these  structures,  which  were  erected  at  each  polling- place,  and  that  as  they  were  hid- 
den from  view  after  entering,  the  public  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  they  voted 
on  such  occasions  or  not,  and,  therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  guard  against  the  act  of  repeat-^ 
ing  on  the  part  of  the  voters  in  Tallahassee. 

M.  F.  PAPY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  —  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

.  D.  CAMERON,  [seal.} 

Justice  of  the  Peace.. 
PRECINCT  NO,  5. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County: 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  countv,  personally  came  T.  H.  Randolph, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  poll  at  precinct  No.  5  was  shut  out  from  the  view  of 
electors  by  a  tall  plank  structure  about  seven  feet  high  and  twenty  feet  long,  having  nar- 
row passages  leaoing  from  the  farther  end  to  the  window  where  the  ballot-box  was  placed ;. 
that  ne  voted  at  this  precinct  on  November  7th  last ;  that  after  entering  one  of  these  said' 
passages  he  was  hidden  from  the  view  of  all  standing  around  the  poll  until  he  emerged  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  same  end  of  said  structure  by  a  second  passage;  that  the  utmost, 
focility  was  given  by  these  covered  ways  to  illegal  voting,  as  the  same  party,  if  unknown 
to  the  several  inspectors,  could  in  turn  enter  each  of  these  inclosures  set  around  the  several 
precjncts  and  vote  anew  at  each  without  fear  of  detection  by  those  standing  around,  inas- 
much as  they  could  not  see  whether  the  intruder  deposited  a  vote  or  not. 

S.  H.  RANDOLPH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1676. 
[SEAL.  J  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  tbe  Peace. 

MINORS  VOTED. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  jnstice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came 
Richard  B.Bnll,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  Henry  Thorn,  in  the  year  1674,  in  my 
presence  and  in  the  presence  of  others,  admitted  that  he  was  oply  seventeen  years  of  age. 
And  deponent  frirther  says  that  the  said  Henry  Thorn,  minor,  did,  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  at  Kerksev  school-house,  known  as  precinct  No.  12,  in  said  county,  did 
vote  a  republican  ballot,  which  ballot  was  received  and  counted  by  the  inspectors  at  said 
precinct. 

RICHD.  B.  BULL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County :  ' 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Nich- 
olas W.  Eppes,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says  that  Norman  Gallard,  a  minor,  did  vote  the 
republican  ticket  at  Dawkin^'s  Pond,  known  as  precinct  No.  11,  at  an  election  held  on  the 
7tn  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  said  county. 

N.  W.  EPPES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  IS76. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  the  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  before  me  person 
ally  came  Frank  Hawkins,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  did,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  that  being  the  day  of  the  late  general  election,  see  Ja  i  es 
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Berry,  to  him  well  known  to  be  a  minor,  belnfi^  not  more  than  nineteen  years  of  age*  vote 
the  republican  ticket  at  the  precinct  in  Leon  County  known  as  Shepard's  store.  No.  — . 

FRANK  HAWKINS,  his  z  maik. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

IKTIM1DATED,   BUT  VOTED. 

IState  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  came 
J.  P.  Roberts,  who,  beings  duly  sworn,  savs  that  he  was  present  at  precinct  No.  5,  known 
as  Pleasant  GroTe,  and  saw  much  intimidation  manifested  by  the  colored  YOters  towards  the 
colored  men  who  wished  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  Deponent  further  says  that  one 
Ed.  Moore,  a  colored  man,  wished  to  vote  tlie  democratic  ticket,  but  having  been  previ- 
ously threatened  by  republicans,  neffroes,  and  the  same  spirit  bein^  manifested  towara  him 
at  the  polls,  he  was  told  by  the  repuolicans  that  his  vote  would  assist  in  enslaving  his  raoe, 
and  that,  voting  for  Drew,  he  would  lose  his  vote,  for  if  Drew  was  elected  he  would  never 
take  his  seat.  Deponent  fiirther  says  that  the  said  Moore  was  so  frightened  and  alarmed 
by  all  these  violent  manifestations  that,  although  he  persisted  and  delivered  his  vote  for 
the  democrats,  he  was  trembling  in  eveiy  limb,  and  could  scarcely  hand  his  ballot  to  the 
inspectors. 

Deponent  further  saith  that  two  other  colored  men,  vis,  Sneed  Withington  and  Jacob 
Brown,  were  also  treated  in  the  same  way ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  violence  and  hissing, 
persevered  and  cast  their  ballots  tor  the  democratic  candidates. 

J.  P.  ROBERTS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 


DISCHARGED  FROM  EMPLOYMENT. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber  William  Barrington,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
savs  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676,  the  day  on  which  a  general  eleedon  was 
held  in  this  State,  he  was  at  the  precinct  known  as  ParkhiU*s,  No. — ,  and,  while  there,  pre- 
vious to  his  depositing  his  ballot,  he  was  approached  by  Mr.  Bnin,  a  republican,  acting  in 
harmooy  with  the  present  State  administration,  who  asked  said  Barrington  how  he  intended 
to  vote.  Barrington  replied  that  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Brun  then  said  that 
all  railroad  employ^,  of  whom  Barrington  was  one,  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  would 
be  discharged.  Barrington  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  and  on  November  20th  was  db- 
charged ;  and  he  is  satisfied  that  he  was  discharged  because  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket 

WILLIAM  BARRINGTON,  hU  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.  J  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida.  Leon  County : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county  aforesaid,  personally  came 
J.  P.  Roberts,  who,  being  dul^  sworn,  says  that,  being  present  at  the  precinct  at  Pleasant 
Grove,  No.  5,  and  that  disposition  to  prevent  colored  men  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  a  general  appearance  of  intimidation  existed.  Deponent  further  saith  that  a  colored  man, 
by  name  Stephen  I^berts.  who  desired  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  democratic  nominees,  was 
so  annoyed  by  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  colored  republicans  that  he  was  unable  to  vote 
at  the  precinct.  The  mob  gathered  around  him,  telling  him  he  could  not  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  so  oppressed  him  as  to  drive  him  fiom  the  polls.  He  retired  a  hundred 
yards  from  the  polls  and  sat  down ;  but,  being  still  molested  and  believing  himself  in  dan- 
ger if  he  voted  at  that  precinct,  he  at  last  left  the  place  and  walked  ten  miles  to  another 
precinct  where  he  knew  that  the  voters  were  mostly  white,  and  there,  viz,  at  Bethel,  No.  14, 
deposited  his  vote  for  the  democratic  nominees. 

J.  P.  ROBERTS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  November,  1876. 

"^■^""""~  —  > 

FEMALE  INTIMIDATORS  AT  A  PUBLIC  MEETING. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County. 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came 
Gardner  Williams,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  A.  D. 
1876,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  at  a  republican  meeting  held  at  Dawkins's  Pond,  ewtain 
women,  namely,  Kitty  Anderson,  Judy  Henry,  Lizzie  Washingtoc,  Lucius  Anderson,  and 
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others,  bef^n  abusing  the  colored  democrats.  Deponent  spoke  to  them,  and  said  thej  were 
abasing  him,  whereupon  the  said  Kitty  Anderson  ran  in  the  road  before  me,  accompanied 
by  the  said  Judj  Henry  and  her  brother,  the  said  Lncios,  and  assaalted  me  because  of  my 
democratic  principles  and  expressions,  nsing  the  following  language:  '* That  any  negro 
that  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ought  to  be  killed,  for  they  were  no  more  than  dogs." 
And  at  the  same  meeting,  and  previous  to  these  occurrences,  Mr.  A.  A.  Knight,  of  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  and  Joseph  Stripling,  of  Madison,  i^a.,  in  addition  to  many  other  violent  and 
inflammatory  remarks,  stated  to  the  women  present  that  if  their  husbands  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  they  ought  to  quit  them  and  must  quit  them^  and,  in  consequence  of  said  re- 
marks, some  of  the  women  did  quit  their  husbands. 

GARDNER  WILLIAMS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  'o  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  I).  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  CQunty  of  Leon : 

Before  the  subscriber  personally  came  Jesse  Dennis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1876,  he  was  at  Manning's  store,  in  this  county,  attend- 
ing a  conservative  political  meeting,  at  which  he  made  a  speech.  He  had  previously  been 
threatened  on  account  of  his  politics  by  republicans  and  ordered  to  leave  that  part  of  the 
country.  On  the  occasion  above  mentioned,  during  his  speech,  Amarge  Henry,  Windsor 
Henry,  Scott  Rollins,  Calvin  Wolfe,  and  many  others,  came  up  to  the  stand  and  ordered  him 
to  stop  speaking.  Afler  the  meeting  adjourned,  these  same  parties  assaulted  him  with  brick- 
bats and  sticks ;  struck  him  several  times,  and  would  have  killed  him  if  he  had  not  jumped 
behind  a  tree.  He  was  pursued  by  them  to  the  house  of  Dr.  Manning,  about  two  hundred 
vards  from  the  stand,  when  he  called  Dr.  Manning  to  his  assistance,  who  came  oat  with 
his  gun,  and  the  mob  retreated.  Deponent  further  states  that  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  August  of  this  year  he  went  to  Kirksey's  plantation,  in  this  countv,  and  held  a 
political  meeting  there.  While  there,  on  the  stand,  he  was  attacked  by  Albert  Hunter» 
Pete  Williams,  and  several  othenrepublicans,  for  the  only  reason  that  he  was  speaking  on 
the  democratic  side.  He  managed  to  escape  into  a  house,  and  remained  there,  fastened  up» 
until  the  next  dav.  At  another  time,  while  holding  a  meeting  at  Colonel  Bradford's  plan- 
tation, at  night,  he  was  attacked  bv  republicans,  and  would  have  been  killed  by  them  had 
he  not  succeed  in  escaping  in  the  aarkness,  and  running  to  his  own  house,  three  miles 
distant. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  was  repeatedly  threatened  with  death  by  republicans  solely 
on  account  of  his  political  opinions  to  such  an  extent  that  he  did  not  expect  to  live  to  see 
the  day  of  election.  That  he  is  a  peaceable,  law-abiding  man,  and  has  never  harmed  a 
man,  woman,  or  child  in  his  life.  He  further  states  that  he  heard  Ishan  Johnson,  a  repub- 
lican speaker,  tell  the  people  that  if  any  colored  man  attempted  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket,  thev  must  use  their  fists,  sticks,  or  pistols  to  prevent  him,  and  that  snch  teachings  as 
this  caused  violence  throughout  the  connty  on  the  part  of  republicans  against  conservative 
democratic  colored  men. 

JESSE  DENNIS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1876. 

COULD  NOT  VOTE  A  DEMOCRATIC  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  Connty: 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  came  T.F. 
Moore,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith.that  he  was  at  precinct  number  thirteen  in 
Leon  County,  at  the  election  held  on  seventh  day  of  November  last ;  that  Robert  Norwood 
asked  deponent  for  a  ticket ;  that  deponent  asked  said  Norwood  what  ticket  he  wanted,  to 
which  said  Norwood  replied  that  he  wished  to  have  a  democratic  ticket ;  thereupon  de- 
ponent says  that  he  handed  a  democratic  ticket  to  said  Norwood ;  deponent  further  says 
that  about  an  hour  afterward  said  Norwood  came  to  him  and  returned  the  ticket  to  deponent, 
saying  that  he  could  not  vote  it,  as  he  was  threatened  to  be  killed  if  he  did,  and  that  he  then 
proceeded  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  as  deponent  believes. 

T.  F.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  187G. 

D.  CAMERON,    [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

PRECINCT  NUMBER  THIRTEEN. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came 
Amos  Rouse,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  present  at  precinct  nambcr  thirteen 
25  FLA* 
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(13)  darine  the  balloting,  on  November  the  7th,  1876,  and  that  at  the  canvassio^  of  the  votes 
after  the  cloeiDg^  of  the  polls,  there  was  coanted  out  sixty-five  (65)  small  ballots,  measoring 
about  one  inch  and  a  half  (]|  inch)  bj  one  inch,  (1  inch,)  on  which  was  printed  in  miniature 
the  whole  republican  ticket ;  deponent  further  says  that  no  such  ticket  was  openly  proffnedby 
any  of  the  voters  to  the  inspectors  of  said  precinct,  and  were  not  seen  until  the  votes  were- 
canvassed,  when  they  were  counted  out  from  the  bottom  of  the  box,  they  having  counted  out 
seventy-two  of  the  regular-sized  tickets  before  any  of  the  small  tickets  were  counted  out ;  deoo 
.  nent  further  says  that  the  poll-list  was  not  compared  with  the  ballot  to  ascertain  whether  the 
number  of  the  names  on  the  poll-list  agreed  with  the  number  of  the  ballots  in  the  box ;  but  thit 
Inspector  Bowes,  before  he  announced  the  closing  of  the  polls,  rolled  up  said  clerk's  poll-list 
and  thrust  it  into  his  pocket,  and  to  the  inquiry  why  he  thus  removed  the  poll-list  he  n»lied 
there  was  no  further  use  for  it.  Deponent  further  says  that  after  closing  tne  count,  said  in- 
spector, Bowes,  went  to  the  comer  of  the  room  and  brought  out  two  double-barrel  guns  con- 
cealed in  a  blanket  and  handed  them  to  colored  men  standing  outside  the  door,  also  two 
single-barrel  guns  standing  in  another  comer  of  the  room  were  also  passed  by  him  through 
the  door  to  colored  men ;  that  he  then  handed  the  blanket  in  which  the  double-barrel  gwu 
were  concealed  to  deponent,  who  wrapped  in  it,  went  home  and  returned  it  two  days  afterward 
to  said  Bowes  at  his  house  at  his  request.  When  all  was  over  and  the  parties  had  started 
home,  the  deponenl  saw  many  guns  m  the  hands  of  colored  men,  there  being  only  nine  (9) 
conservative  voters,  all  white  men,  none  of  whom  displayed  any  arms,  ana  only  three  oif 
whom  were  present  at  this  juncture.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  saw  two  double  votes 
taken  from  the  ballot-box,  and  that  the  inspectors,  contrary  to  law,  destroyed  only  one  in 
each  case,  the  remaining  vote  in  each  case  being  ccunted  by  the  inspectors. 

AMOS  ROUSE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1676. 

D.  CAMERON,     [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came 
Leon  T.  Roberts,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he,  as  United  States  supervisor,  was  at 
precinct  number  thirteen  (13)  during  the  polling  of  votes  ob  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876.  At  the  closing  of  the  polls  the  inspectors  did  not  compare  the  poll-list  with  the  whoie 
number  of  votes  in  the  box,  but  that  Inspector  Joseph  Bowes,  prior  to  counting  the  ballots, 
rolled  up  the  registration-list  and  poll-list,  and  placing  a  string  about  the  package  passed  it 
to  Inspector  L.  K.  Booth.  Deponent  further  saith  that  the  clerk  and  one  inspector,  to  wit, 
the  said  Booth,  occupied  a  table  about  ten  fiBOt  to  the  rear  and  right  of  the  inspectors,  so  that 
the  supervisors  and  inspectors  watching  the  balloting  could  not  see  what  took  place  on  the 
clerk's  table.  Deponent  sdth  that  Inspector  Dent  received  the  ballots  at  the  hands  of  the 
V4>ters  and  deposited  them  in  the  box ;  deponent  further  saith  that  he  saw  two  double  ballott 
which  were  cast  for  the  republican  ticket  taken  from  the  box,  and  that  the  inspectors,  after 
destroying  one  ticket  in  each  of  the  said  double  ballots,  admitted  the  remaining  ticket  in 
each  case  to  be  counted.  Deponent  states  that  a  number  of  guns  were  conceded  in  the 
room  behind  a  detached  window-shutter  which  .leaned  against  the  wall.  That  Inspector  J. 
Bowes  passed  out  several  of  these  g^ns  through  the  door  to  colored  men  outside,  and  that  a 
number  of  colored  men  came  in  afterwards  ana  removed  others ;  that  deponent  saw  a  blanket 
under  which  something  was  concealed  lying  under  a  bench  against  the  wall,  but  did  not 
examine  to  see  what  was  under  it.  Deponent  further  saith  that  bo  arms  were  displayed  by 
democrats,  and  all  was  conducted  quietly  and  peaceably. 

L.  T.  ROBERTS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,     [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

SECOND  AFFIDAVIT  FROM  AMOS  ROUSE. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 
Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Amos 


Rouse,  who,  being  duly  swom,  says  that  he  lives  immediately  upon  the  road  leading  from 
Tallahassee  to  precinct  thirteen,  (No.  13, )  and  about  midway  between  those  points ;  uat  be 
was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Leon  County  as  one  of  the  inspectors  at  said 
precinct  No.  13  on  the  occasion  of  the  election  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.D. 
1876 ;  that  on  the  diay  previous  to  the  election  he  received  a  message  firom  Joseph  Bowes, 
whose  residence  is  in  Tallahassee,  and  who  had  also  been  chosen  an  inspector  at  same  pre- 
cinct, to  the  effect  that  said  Bowes  would  breakfast  with  him,  the  said  Rouse,  at  his  (Rouse's) 
house,  on  the  morain|^  of  the  7th  of  November ;  that  thereupon  deponent  was  induced  to 
await  the  arival  of  said  Bowes  until  it  became  obvious  that  said  Bowes  would  not  come, 
and  that  then,  taking  horse,  he  galloped  to  said  precinct,  and  arriving  ascert^ned  tbtt 
said  Bowes  had  organized  the  board  of  inspectors  by  electing  one  Dent  to  fill  the 
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place  of  said  Rouse;  that  deponent  thereupon  insisted  that  he  had  arrived  in 
due  time;  and  says  that  in  evidence  of  the  fiEict,  he  met  an  inspector  belonfirinff  to  the 
precinct  at  Pleasant  Grove,  fully  half-way  between  the  two  precincts,  and  that  this 
inspector,  to  wit,  8.  J.  Fiemmingr,  was  ridinfj^  at  a  moderate  pace,  while  he,  the  deponent, 
was  moving  on  the  gallop,  and  that  Inspector  Flemming  reached  his  precinct  in  due  time,  and 
served  as  inspector  as  deponent  has  been  informed ;  and  said  deponent  says  that  in  com- 
pany with  Supervisor  Leon  T.  Roberts  he  rode  up  to  the  polls  and  found  that  he  was  ex- 
cluded ;  and  to  a  demand  from  said  deponent  for  fMlmittance,  said  Bowes  said  that  deponent 
•could  not  come  in,  deponent  answering  that  he  came  for  that  purpose,  and  riding  off  a  few 
steps  and  hitching  his  horse,  found,  on  nis  return,  the  door  open  and  went  in.  That  a  few 
minutes  afterward  the  democratic  diallengers,  Messrs  .Beard  and  Mre  s,  a  rived  and  were 
refused  admittance  by  said  Bowes,  who  made  no  reference  to  the  otner  inspectors  for  their 
opinion.  Deponent  says  that  the  three  inspectors  and  the  clerks  were  all  republicans  and 
that  said  Bowes  was  the  only  white  man  of  their  number.  Deponent  states  that  he  was 
present  at  the  balloting  at  precinct  No.  13,  Richardson^s  school-house,  and  that  he  was  told, 
in  response  to  his  inquiring  as  to  the  number  of  votes  cast  prior  to  his  arrival,  that  about 
a  dozen  votes  had  been  cast  up  to  that  time.  Deponent  further  saith  that  at  the  counting 
of  the  votes  after  the  closing  of  the  polls,  there  were  counted  out  sixty-five  small  ballots, 
measuring  one  and  a  half  by  one  inch  in  size,  on  which  was  printed  in  miniature  the  repub- 
lican ticket,  with  the  exclusion  of  the  name  of  the  candidates  for  constables.  The  depo- 
nent further  saith  that  he  saw  no  such  ticket  openly  proffered  by  any  of  the  voters  to  the 
inspectors  at  said  precinct,  nor  were  any  of  them  seen  until  the  votes  were  canvassed,  when 
they  were  counted  out  from  the  bottom  of  the  box  containing  the  ballots ;  that  they  counted 
out  seventy-two  of  the  regular-sized  tickets  before  any  of  the  miniature  tickets  were  counted. 
Deponent  further  saith  that  the  poll-list  was  not  compared  with  the  ballots  in  the  ballot-box 
to  ascertain  whether  the  number  of  names  on  the  clerk's  poll-list  tallied  with  the  number  of 
"votes  in  the  ballot-box ;  that  Inspector  Bowes,  before  he  announced  the  closing  of  the  polls, 
rolled  up  the  said  clerk's  poll-list,  which  had  been  previously  rolled  up  and  tie^  about  with 
a  string,  together  with  the  registration-list,  wrapping  another  paper  about  them,  and  thrust 
them  into  his  pocket  To  the  inquiry  of  the  deponent  why  he  thus  removed  these  papers,  said 
Bowes  replied  there  was  no  further  use  for  them.  Deponent  further  saith  that  after 
the  voting  was  all  over,  and  before  the  announcement  of  the  closing  of  the  polls  at  precinct 
No.  13,  he,  the  deponent,  turned  to  the  clerk's  table,  which  stood  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  to 
the  right  and  rear  of  the  inspectors,  who  were  watching  the  ballot-box,  and  who,  conse* 
<mently,  could  not  see  what  was  going  on  at  the  clerk's  table  where  one  of  the  inspectors 
(Booth)  was  from  time  to  time  assisting  the  clerk,  and  this  deponent  examined  the  clerk's 

E oil-list  and  saw  that  three  names  had  been  added  after  the  name  of  D.  W.  Dortch,  who 
ad  come  with  several  voters  just  before  the  closing  of  the  poPs;  that  a  few  minutes  after- 
ward, the  polls  having  been  closed  and  no  other  ballot  deposited,  the  said  Bowes  rolled  up 
the  papers  as  aforesaid.  Deponent  further  saith  that  after  the  canvassing  of  the  ballots 
was  over  Inspector  Bowes  went  to  the  comer  of  the  room  and  brought  out  two  double-bar- 
reled g[uns,  which  were  concealed  under  a  blanket  belonging  to  said  Bowes,  and  handed  them 
to  colored  men  who  stood  outside  of  the  door ;  two  single-barreled  guns  standing  in  another 
part  of  the  room  were  also  handed  out  by  him  to  colored  men  through  the  door ;  that  said 
Bowes  then  handed  said  blanket  to  deponent,  who  wrapped  in  it,  went  home,  and  returned 
said  blanket  two  days  afterward  to  said  Bowes*  wife  at  the  house  of  said  Bowes,  as  he  had 
requested  deponent  to  do.  Deponent  further  savs,  that  when  all  was  over  and  the  voters 
started  homeward  he  saw  many  enns  in  the  hands  of  colored  men  ;  that  he  saw  no  arms  in 
the  hands  of  conservatives,  of  whom  only  nine  were  present  during  the  day  and  only  three 
of  whom  were  present  at  this  juncture.  Deponent  turther  saith  that  he  saw  two  double 
^otes  taken  from  the  ballot-box,  and  which  had  been  cast  for  the  republican  candidates,  and 
that  the  inspectors  destroyed  one  of  the  votes  in  each  case  and  admitted  the  two  remaining 
votes  to  be  counted. 

AMOS  ROUSE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,    [seal.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THE  INSPECTOR  ON   HORSEBACK. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  S.  J.  Fleming, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  saprs  that  he  was  an  inspector  at  precinct  No.  5,  Pleasant  Qrove,  at 
the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1K76  ;  and  deponent  says  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th,  on  his  way  to  his  precinct,  the  said  No.  5,  he  met  Amos  Rouse,  who  was  one 
of  the  inspectors  at  precinct  No.  13;  that  the  point  of  meeting  was  nearer  to  precinct  No. 
13  than  to  precinct  No.  5 ;  that  he  rode  at  an  ordinary  pace,  compared  at  the  pace  at  which 
^aai  1  Rouse  was  riding,  and.  that  he  arrived  at.precinct  No.  5  full  ten  minutes  before  the  open- 
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in^  of  the  poll.   I  remaiked  to  said  Rouse,  **  Harry  up/'  and  he,  said  Rouse,  pushed  on  at  a 
frallop.   I  nurried  said  Rouse  because  I  suspected  a  trick  at  precinct  No.  13. 

S.  J.  FLEMING. 

Sworn  to  and  subcribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  187^, 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

INCLOSED  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  tlie  subscriber,  a  iustice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Leon  County,  State  of  Florida, 
personally  came  March  Golden,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  voted  at  precinct  No. 
13,  in  said  county,  at  an  election  there  held  on  the  7Ui  day  of  Noyember,  A.  D.  1876; 
that,  some  time  before  he  voted,  some  person  to  him  unknown  handed  to  him  a  ticket,  which 
the  deponent  upon  opening  found  to  contain  a  small  piece  of  paper,  not  more  than  one- 
fourth  the  size  of  the  said  ticKet,  upon  which  small  piece  of  paper  was  printed  the  names  of  Mar- 
eellus  L.  Stearns,  David  Montg;omery,  William  «J.  Purman,  William  F.  Thompson,  William 
H.  Foorel,  Edward  C.  Weeks,  Denard  Quarteman,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H. 
Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  Thomas  W.  Long,  with  the  names  of  the  office  for  which  the 
above-named  persons  were  running  opposite  their  respective  names.  That  he  did  not  vote 
said  small  piece  of  paper  but  has  it  in  nis  possession. 

MARCH  GOLDEN,  his  z  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace 

APPREHENSION  OF  AN  ATTACK  ON  THE  POLLS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  D.  B. 
Meginnis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  I  was  appointed  for  precinct  No.  13  deputy 
United  States  marshal,  to  attend  that  precinct.  I  went  there  early  in  the  morning.  When 
within  half  a  mile  I  met  Colonel  Bead  and  Mr.  H.  Myers  returning  from  there.  They  stated 
that  Mr.  Bowes,  one  of  the  persons  appointed  for  inspector  for  that  precinct^  had  gone  there 
during  the  night,  and,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Rouse,  another  person  appointed  for  in- 
spector had  organized  by  appointing  an  outsider  to  act  in  his  place,  and  upon  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Rouse,  five  minutes  after,  refused  to  let  Mr.  Rouse  act,  and  also  refused  to  admit 
them  in  the  house  as  challengers,  for  which  purpose  they  had  gone  there,  and,  finding  they 
could  do  nothing,  were  returning  home.  Wnen  I  reached  there  I  think  there  were  nve  or 
six  white  persons  and  forty  or  fifty  colored ;  everything  quiet  and  orderly,  and  people  voting. 
During  the  morning  I  noticed  much  consultation  between  Mr.  Bowes,  the  inspector,  and  the 
other  deputy  United  States  marshals  and  the  deputy  sheriffs,  and,  in  passing  through  the 
crowd,  I  was  asked  by  a  colored  man  if  I  thought  that  those  two  men  who  left  there  in  Uie 
morning  in  a  buggy  were  coming  back  to  attack  the  polls.  I  replied  no  :  those  persons,  and 
no  others,  had  any  intention  of  committing  any  act  of  violence.  In  a  short  time  I  saw  Mr. 
Richardson,  one  of  the  persons  appointed  supervisor  by  the  United  States  court  to  attend  at 
that  precinct,  passing  among  the  persons  there  with  a  book  taking  names.  I  then  called 
deputy  United  States  marshal  Henry  Alexander  and  asked  what  it  meant.  He  stated  that 
some  persons  were  afraid  of  an  attack  on  the  polls,  and  they  were  summoning  a  guard  to 
accompany  the  ballot-box  to  town.  I  told  him  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
whites  to  do  any  unlawful  act,  and  if  Mr.  Bowes  thought  there  was  danger  intended  to  him 
or  the  ballot-box.  I  would  pledge  myself  to  see  him  and  the  box  safe  in  town.  I  then  called 
deputy  sheriff  Arch.  Crowell  and  made  the  same  statement  and  offer  to  him.  Both  the  dq»- 
uty  marshal  and  deputy  sheriff  expressed  to  me  their  disbelief  of  any  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  whites  to  commit  any  act  of  violence.  After  the  polls  were  closed,  a  number  of  col- 
ored men  came  around  with  their  double-barreled  guns  and  muskets ;  handed  them  around.  I 
suppose  they  were  a  part  of  the  guard  around  to  accompany  Bir.  Bowes  to  town.  There  was 
no  disorder  or  ill-feeling  manifested  during  the  day.  Only  nine  whites  there,  and  over  one 
hundred  colored  persons.  Mr.  Bowes  did  not  express  to  me  any  apprehension  of  safety,  and 
It  was  through  the  other  deputy  marshals  and  deputy  sheriff  that  I  learned  it. 

D.  B.  MEGINNIS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  S.  J.   FLEMING. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Samuel  J.  Flem- 
ing, who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  lives  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Ricbaid- 
fe  on 's  school-house,  precinct  No.  13,  in  Leon  County,   Florida,   where  said  deponent  says 
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be  has  resided  aboat  twenty  years  ;  tbat  be  bas  now  control,  and  has  had  for  several  yearp, 
of  the  plantations  of  Mrs.  LeBrerard  and  Mrs.  Ellen  C.  Long,  on  Lake  Jackson  and 
Orchard  Pond,  besides  his  own  plantation  on  Ockloceney  River,  which  offered  to  him  nn- 
usnal  facilities  for  coming^  in  contact  with  and  knowing  all  the  voters  in  the  vicinity,  and 
within  six  or  eight  miles  of  precinct  No.  13 ;  that  he  has  carefullv  examined  a  certified 
copy  of  the  polMist  of  precinct  No.  13,  certified  under  the  seal  of  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Leon  County,  by  E.  M.  West,  deputy  clerk,  and  that  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  the  following-named  persons  do  not  reside  in  that  neighborhood,  to  wit:  Daniel 
Williams,  Thomas  Lodo,  Andrew  Williams,  Jackson  Allen,  Samuel  Kent,  Moses  Meeks, 
Frank  Davis,  Bond  Meeks,  Giles  James,  Geo.  Williams,  Daniel  Payne,  York  Ross,  Simon 
Smith,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Walton  Lee,  Joe  Thompson,  Henry  Williams,  John  Wilson, 
Chrismas  Young,  John  Austin,  Jones  Davis,  William  Giles,  Sam  Lockman,  Andrew  Smith, 
Abram  Thomas,  Simon  Williams,  Daniel  Willis,  Tom  Reed,  Edmund  Robinson,  John  Baum, 
Peter  Carter,  Ben  Daniels,  James  Howell,  Henry  Jones,  Julius  Lee,  Austin  Long,  James 
Speans,  Alexander  Johnson,  James  Wallace,  Henry  Allen,  Wallis  Baker,  John  Henry, 
Richard  Johnson,  Nelson  Mosley,  Will  Rambo,  Frank  Simpson,  Benj.  Washington,  Mark 
Norris,  Simon  Williams,  George  Smith,  Wyly  Davis,  William  Jackson,  Alfred  Neal,  Jack 
Spencer,  Walker  Swann.  The  first  fifty-six  names  (except  that  pf  Jim  Reed,  who  voted 
at  precinct  No.  5,  where  deponent  was  one  of  the  inspectors)  do  not  live  in  said 
n  ighborbood,  and  that  the  last  eighteen  names  on  said  poll-list  except  two,  to  wit,  John 
Sherman  and  Saul  Watkins,  are  also  unknown  to  this  deponent ;  that  is  to  say,  he  does  not 
know  any  one  living  in  that  neighborhood  of  name  of  Jonn  Gibson,  Robert  Daniels,  Jack- 
son Jones,  Samuel  Johnson,  William  Lee,  Henry  Murray,  George  James,  James  Robinson, 
Nelson  Warker,  Harrison  Thomas,  John  Fisher,  Moses  Johnson,  Howell  Lewis,  James 
Bush,  July  Walker,  Alfred  Young ;  and  deponent  says  that  he  does  know  all  the  others  who 
voted  at  said  precinct  as  shown  by  said  poll-list,  except  six  or  eight.  Deponent  says  that 
the  election  to  which  the  above  refers  was  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
This  deponent  further  savs  that  he  has  partially  examined  the  poll-lists  at  the  precincts  in 
Tallahassee,  and  find  fifteen  of  the  names  mentioned  in  the  poll-lists  at  No.  13,  as 
having  voted  in  Tallahassee,  to  wit:  Daniel  Williams,  Andrew  Williams,  Christmas  Young, 
Abram  Thomas,  Samuel  Kent,  Henry  Williams,  George  Williams,  Ben  Washington,  Simon 
Smith,  Nelson  Mosely.  Simon  Willians,  Tom  Reed,  Frank  Simpson,  George  Smith,  and  Will- 
iam Jackson,  and  that  he  has  not  examined  any  other  poll-lists  to  see  that  any  other  of  the 
names  written  on  the  poll-list  of  precinct  No.  13  were  to  be  found  upon  them. 

S.  J.  FLEMING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  STLFIIEN  GRIFFIN. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and  State,  personally 
came  Stephen  Giiffin,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  voted  at  precinct  No.  13,  in 
said  county,  at  an  election  there  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  he  was 
present  at  said  precinct  or  polling-place  when  the  voting  commenced ;  that  there  were  but 
three  or  four  votes  polled  before  he  voted ;  that  among  those  who  voted  before  himself  was 
Joseph  Bowes,  Archie  Crowell,  and  Rodgers  O'Neile ;  that  he  saw  these  persons  vote,  and 
that  he  is  certain  that  they  voted  before  he  did. 

STEPHEN  GRIFFIN,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  L.   T.   ROBERTS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Leon  T. 
Roberts,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  United  States  supervisor 
at  precinct  No.  13,  in  Leon  County,  on  7th  of  November  last;  that  he  was  present  at 
the  voting  at*  said  poll  from  five  minutes  afler  they  were  opened  and  until  said  poll  was 
closed.  And  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  last  batch  of  voters  who  voted  at  that  precinct 
consisted  of  one  D.  W.  Dortch  and  two  or  three  colored  men  who  came  with  him.  Depo- 
nent further  saith,  that  he  has  examined  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  poll-list  of  said  pre- 
cinct, g^ven  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Leon  County,  attested  by  its 
seal,  as  returned  by  the  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct,  now  on  file  at  said  office,  and 
finds  thereon  the  names  of  sixteen  persons  after  the  name  of  said  Dortch,  as  having  voted  on 
said  7th  day  of  November;  the  names  of  said  persons  being  as  follows:  1.  John  Gibson, 
2.  Robert  Daniels,  3.  Jackson  Jones,  4.  Sam  Johnson,  5.  William  Lee,  6.  Henry  Makay, 
7.  George  James,  8.  James  Robinson,  9.  Nelson  Warker,  10.  Harrison  Thomas,  11.  John 
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Fisher,  12.  Moses  Johnson,  13.  Powell  Lewis,  14.  James  Bush,  15.  July  Walker,  16.  Alfred 
Yonnfi^.  * 

Deponent  further  saith  that  the  name  of  John  Sherman,  who  came  with  said  Dortch,  is 
written  on  said  poll-list  between  the  names  of  Alfred  Yoan^  and  Saul  Watkins,  leaving  space 
between  the  names  of  said  Dortch  and  said  Sherman,  in  which  are  written  the  abore  names, 
from  number  one  to  number  sixteen,  both  inclusive ;  that  said  persons,  to  wit,  the  above 
written,  from  number  one  to  number  sixteen,  both  inclusive,  did  not  vote  at  said  precinct  on 
the  seventh  day  of  November  last,  and  that  their  names  have  been  corruptly  adaed  to  said 
poll-list ;  and  that  said  official  return  is  false  and  fraudulent  in  this,  that  it  returns  an  excess 
of  at  least  sixteen  names  as  having  been  polled  at  said  precinct  on  said  day. 

L.  T.  ROBERTS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  BY  AMOS  ROUSE. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  Amos 
Rouse,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  at  precinct  number 
thirteen  (13)  he  turned  to  the  clerk*s  table,  which  stood  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  the  inspectors,  who  were  watching  the  ballot-box,  and  who  could  not  conse- 
quently see  what  was  going  on  at  the  clerk^s  table,  where  one  of  the  inspectors  (Booth,) 
Dent,  was  from  time  to  time  assisting  the  clerk,  and  examined  the  clerk's  list,  and  saw  that 
three  names  had  been  added  after  the  name  of  D.  W.  Dortch,  who  had  come  with  several 
voters  just  before  the  closing  of  the  polls,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  after,  the  polls  being 
closed.    In  the  mean  time  the  clerk  rolled  up  the  register  and  poll-list  and  laid  it  on  the  table. 

AMOS  ROUSE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

COPY    OF  POLL-BOOK  NO.  13. 


1  Daniel  Williams 

2  James  Todd 

3  Andrew  Williams 

4  Jackson  Allen 

5  Samuel  Kent 

6  Moses  Meeks 

7  Frank  Davis 

8  Bond  Meeks 

9  Giles  James 

10  Goe  Williams 

1 1  David  Payne 

12  York  Ross 

13  Simon  Smith 

14  Thomas  Jefferson 

15  Walton  Lee 

16  Joe  Thompson 

17  Henry  Williams 

18  John  Wilson 

19  Christmas  Young 

20  John  Austin 

21  Jones  Davis 

22  William  Giles 

23  Sam  Lockman 

24  Andrew  Smith 

25  Abram  Thomas 

26  Simon  Williams. 

27  Daniel  Williams 

28  Tom  Reed 

29  Edmund  Robinson 

30  John  Baum 

31  Peter  Carter 

32  Ben  Daniels 

33  James  Howell 

34  Harry  Jones 

35  Julius  Lee 

36  Austin  Long 

37  James  Spears 


38  Alexander  Jobnes 
30  James  Wallace 

40  Harry  Allen 

41  Willis  Baker 

42  John  Henry 

43  Richard  Johnston 

44  Nelson  Mosely 

45  Will  Rambo 

46  Frank  Simpson 

47  Benj.  Waahington 

48  Mark  Norris 

49  June  Reed 

50  Simon  Williams 

51  George  Smith 

52  Wiley  Davis 

53  William  Jackson 

54  Alfred  Neol 

55  Jack  Spencer 

56  Walker  Swam 

57  Abram  Paterson 

58  Hamilton  Evans 

59  B.  M.  Johnson 

60  Peter  Brown 

61  Bristow  Brown  . 

62  Jupiter  Newbum 

63  Allen  Newburn 

64  Henry  Saunders 

65  Tom  Larkina 

66  Daniel  Johnson 

67  David  Watkins 

68  Georgfe  Bayley 

69  Henry  Hackly 

70  Walker  Bailey 

71  Edward  Now  bum 

72  Tom  Hackly 

73  Cuffy  President 

74  Willis  Anderson 


75  Fraz  Lafotte 

76  Hommidy  McConnick 

77  Jefferson  Wilson 

78  Aleck  AUie 

79  Banie  Allen 

80  Gus  Golden 

81  George  Johnson 

82  George  Allen 

83  Mach  Golding 

84  Morde  Carmer 

85  Joe  Chambers 

86  Harkliss  Richardson 

87  Henry  Jackson 

88  Even  Herring 

89  Stephen  Griffins 

90  Roger  O.  Neol 

91  William  Price 

92  Peter  Ford 

93  Joseph  Bowes 

94  Isaac  Dent 

95  W.  A.  Richardson 

96  Daniel  Hall 

97  John  Simmons 

98  Robert  Conyers 

99  R. H.Fisher 

100  Michel  Jackson 

101  Wiley  Jones 

102  Lawrence  R.  Booth 

103  Danniel  Byrd 

104  Albert  Walker 

105  Jenkins  Moses 

106  Tony  Jenkins 

107  W.A.EUinor 

108  George  Norwood 

109  William  Wanser 

110  T.F.Moore 

1 1 1  Fred  Douglass 
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112  Tom  Charlton 

113  Richard  Green 

1 14  Harvey  Johnson 

J 15  William  Lawrence 

1 16  Gabriel  Powell 

117  Allick  Alexander 

118  Samuel  Horton 

119  Jack  Williams 

120  Robert  Norwood 

121  Philip  Henderson 

122  Edmund    Paterson, 

(sworn) 

123  Elias  D  Henderson 

124  William  Nathan 

125  JackMordfan 

126  Thomas  Brown 

127  Sam  Richardson 
J  28  John  Brown 

129  Henry  Brown 

1 30  Isaac  Brown,  jr. 

1 31  Isaac  Brown,  sr. 

132  Richard  President 

1 33  Edward  Dorsey 

134  Robert  Brown 

135  Green  Berry 

136  Noah  Bryant 


137  Henry  Alexander 

138  Charles  Grice 

139  Elijah  Johnson 

140  Jesse^  McKinsey 

141  Reubm  Jones 

142  General  Dabose 

143  Frank  Jenkins 

144  Hanon  Dickey 

145  Lenney  Dorsey 

146  Simon  West 

147  Daniel  Johnson 

148  William  Stanford 

149  Squire  Anderson 

150  Riley  Hawley 

151  Richard  Lnsis 

152  Jacob  Parker 

153  Robert  Dickey 

154  Haynd  Dickey 

155  D.  B.  Meffg^ines 

156  Shepert  Jackson 

1 57  Robert  Norwood ,  jr. 

158  Leon  S.  Roberts 

159  James  Write 

160  Amos  Rouse 

161  Steven  Allen 


162  Jack  Wadkins 

163  William  Hunter 

164  Jim  Potison 

165  James  Roberts 

166  Peter  Williams 

167  Randol  Queen 
163  D.W.  Dortch 

169  John  Gibson 

170  Robert  Daniels 

171  Jackson  Jones  . 

172  Sam  Johnson 

173  William  Lee 

174  Henry  Murray 

175  George  James 

176  James  Robinson 

177  Nelson  Warker 

178  Harrison  Tohmas 

179  John  Fisher 

180  Moses  Johnson 

181  Powell  Lewis 

182  James  Rush 

183  July  Walker 

184  Afred  Young 

185  John  Sherman 

186  Samuel  Watkins 


State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

I,  Charles  H.  Edwards,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  afore- 
said, do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  as  re- 
tamed  by  the  inspectors  of  election  at  precinct  No.  13,  filed  in  my  office  with  the  election- 
returns  n-om  said  precinct  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  herewith  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  county, 
this  17th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1876. 

[SEAL]  C.  H.  EDWARDS,  Clerk. 

AFFIDAVIT  OP  T.   F.  MOORB. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  T.  F.  Moore, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  voted  at  precinct  No.  13,  on  November  7,  1876 ;  that  he 
does  not  believe  that  over  one  hundred  votes  were  legally  polled  at  said  precinct;  that  he 
has  examined  a  certified  copy  of  the  poll-list  of  said  precinct  and  finds  a  very  large  number 
of  names  upon  said  poll-list  that  never  voted  at  said  precinct  as  he  believes.  Deponent 
says  that  he  has  Uvea  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  said  precinct  for  eleven  years,  and  that 
none  of  the  above  named  were  names  of  persons  living  in  that  vicinity  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief;  deponent  says  that  he  heard  W.  A.  Richardson  say  that  he,  Rich- 
ardson, Joseph  Bowes,  and  Bob  Convers  were  among  the  first  that  voted  at  said  precinct, 
and  that  said  Conyers  was  the  second  man  who  voted.  Deponent  further  says  that  said 
Richardson  was  the  republican  supervisor  at  said  precinct 

T.  F.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  L.    F.   ROBERTS. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  L.  F.  Roberts, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  United  States  super- 
visor at  the  precinct  No.  13,  in  Leon  County,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876;  that  he, 
said  deponent,  arrived  at  said  precinct  about  five  minutes  after  said  polls  were  opened,  and 
heard  Mr.  Amos  Rouse  ask  of  the  inspectors  the  number  of  voters  who  had  then  voted,  and 
that  he  heard  Joseph  Bowes,  one  of  tne  inspectors,  reply  that  he  could  not  tell  him  then,  but 
that  not  more  than  about  a  dozen  had  voted  at  that  time.  Deponent  further  saith  that  said 
Bowes,  together  with  Isaac  Dent  and  W.  A.  Richardson,  had  voted  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
said  deponent,  and  that  said  deponent  has  examined  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  poll-list 
of  said  precinct  given  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Leon  County,  at- 
tested by  its  seal,  as  returned  by  the  inspectors  of  election  at  precinct  No.  13,  now  on  hie  in 
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said  court,  andjfiads  that  there  are  ninety-two  names  written  as  having  voted  prior  to  the 
voting  of  said  fiowes. 

Deponent  further  saith  that  he  never  quitted  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  h&Uot-hox 
after  arriving  as  aforesaid  until  the  final  closing  of  the  polls,  and  that  the  said  Bowes,  Dent, 
and  Richardson  did  not  vote  after  his  arrival  at  said  polls  as  aforesaid. 

L.  F.  RORERTS. 

Sworn  to  and  suhscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1676. 
L8EAL.]  D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  HENRY  N.  FELHKL. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  notary  public  of  the  State  of  Florida,  personally  came  Henry  K. 
Felhel,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he,  in  pursuance  of  a  mutual  arrangement  made 
between  the  republican  and  democratic  executive  committees  of  this  county,  was  appointed 
a  challenger  on  the  part  of  the  democrats  at  precinct  No.  9,  and  that  during  the  voting  at 
said  poll  one  William  Brasley  presented  himself  to  vote,  but  whose  name  not  being  found 
on  the  registration-list,  he,  the  said  deponent,  then  asked  the  question,  '^Have  you  ever 
registered,"  and  in  reply  the  said  William  Brasley  stated  that  he  never  had,  whereupon  the 
said  deponent  challenged  his  vote  as  from  one  not  legally  registered ;  that  the  republican 
inspectors  at  said  poll  insisted,  notwithstanding  his  statement  that  he  had  never  registc^, 
that  the  oath  qualifying  those  to  vote  whose  names  had  been  improperly  stricken  from  tho 
registration-list  should  be  administered  to  him,  and  which,  after  protest  being  made  by  the 
democratic  inspector,  was  done,  after  which  the  said  William  Brasley  vot^  a  republican 
ticket  The  deponent  further  says  that  from  his  knowledge  of  the  character  of  said  William 
Brasley,  the  said  deponent  does  not  believe  that  the  said  William  Brasley  has  sufficient 
ability  to  understand  the  nature  of  an  oath  and  the  duties  of  an  elector. 

HENRY  N.  FELHEL 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  23th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  Sute  of  Florida. 

ALLEGED  GEORGIA  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came 
Nicholas  W.  Eppes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  James  Caldwell,  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  who  had  only  been  in  this  State  and  county  about  five  (5)  months,  voted 
the  republican  ticket  at  Dawkins  Pond,  known  as  precinct  No.  11,  at  an  election  held  in 
this  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

N.  W.  EPPEa 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

NOK-REGISTERED  VOTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personallf 
came  Julius  M.  Cam,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he,  by  agreement  between  the  demo- 
cratic and  republican  executive  committees  of  Leon  County,  was  appointed  a  challenger  on 
the  part  of  the  democratic  party  at  precinct  No.  9 ;  that  during  the  voting  at  said  poll,  one 
William  Brasley  presented  himself  to  vote  ;  but  whose  name  not  being  found  on  tne  regis- 
tration-list, he,  the  deponent,  heard  Henrv  N.  Felhel  ask  of  the  said  Brasley,  '*  Have  you 
ever  registered,*'  ana  in  reply  the  said  William  Brasley  replied,  that  he  never  had. 
Whereupon  his,  the  said  Brasley's,  vote  was  challenged  by  said  Felhel  as  of  one  not  legally 
registered. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  republican  inspectors  at  said  poll  insisted,  notwithstanding 
his  statement  that  he  had  never  registered,  that  the  oath  qualifying  those  to  vote  whose 
names  had  been  improperly  stricken  from  the  registration-list  should  be  administered  to  him, 
and  said  oath  was  administered,  notwithstanding  protest  by  the  democratic  inspectors.  After 
which  said  William  Brasley  voted  a  republican  ticket.  The  deponent  further  says  that, 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  character  of  said  William  Brasley,  he,  the  said  deponent,  does  not 
believe  that  the  said  William  Brasley  has  sufficient  ability  to  understand  the  nature  of  an 
oath  and  the  duties  of  an  elector. 

J.  M.  CABK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  lt?76. 

D.  CAMERON. 
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AFFIDAVIT  OF   WALTER  GWYNX. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Before  me,  D.  Cameron,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and  State,  personally 
appeared  Walter  Gwynn,  who,  beings  first  duly  sworn,  says  that,  together  with  tne  deputy 
clerk  of  Leon  County  court,  he  has  diligently  searched  the  registration-books  for  the  said 
county  of  Leon ;  and  the  following  names  of  persons  who  appear  on  the  copies  of  poll-books 
of  the  late  general  election,  which  was  held  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1876,  to  have  voted  for  presidential  electors  and  State  ofiBcers,  do  not  appear  ever  to  have 
registered,  to  wit,  Austin  Burton,  Henry  Bates,  Jim  Byrd,  Bolnum  Banks,  Owen  B.  Brown, 
N.  H.  Bumey,  Keah  Barnes,  Bryant  Boston,  Olmstead  Cbarleton,  Wiley  Clack,  Ben.  Cope- 
land,  James  Chestnut,  John  Conley,  Whit  Curry,  Thomas  Caswell,  Julius  Dewing,  Jack 
Dawkins,  Wilson  Forest,  Van  Franklin,  Wm.  Gurcy,  Irvin  Glover,  Alfred  Givens,  Samuel 
Green,  Charles  Hawkins,  Richard  Howard,  Buck  Hall,  Silas  Harrison,  Daniel  Hawes, 
James  Henshaw,  J.  C.  Hall,  Mac  Harrin,  Tom  Hardy,  Richard  Holmes,  Ball  Jackson, 
Peter  Jamison,  George  Edward  Jordan,  John  Kinny,  Cliff  King,  Augustus  Lee,  Turner 
Lazarus,  Fred.  Larkins,  Isaac  Melton,  Lum  Manor,  Henry  Newmans,  Will  Oliver,  Nathan 
Quales,  James  Ross,  Wm.  Ranies,  Reuben  Ring,  Jack  Richard,  HardyRoberson,  Frank 
Koberts,  Butler  Simmep,  Dick  Smith,  Budd  Spates,  Shoeman  Taylor,  W.  T.  Taylor,  Tom 
Terlim,  Leib  Vaughn,  Jonathan  Vanzant,  Wesley  Williams. 

WALTER  GWYNN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON.* 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

REPUBLICAN  ANSWER. 

The  republican  candidates  for  electors  reply  to  the  charge  of  the  democrats  concerning 
the  election  in  Leon  County, 

1.  They  deny  that  in  precincts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  in  Tallahassee,  the  voting-places  were 
so  constructed  as  to  prevent  the  challenging  of  unlawful  votes,  or  to  prevent  an  open  and  free 
expression  thereof  by  honest  voters  as  rhetorically  alleg^.  On  the  contrary,  the  polling- 
booths  were  constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  exclude  the  ballot-boxes  from  the  view  of 
the  electors,  and  were  constructed  in  the  form  of  those  hitherto  used  at  elections  in  the  county, 
with  only  suitable  and  proper  conveniences  for  facilitating  voting,  while  preventing  all 
great  crowds  at  any  one  time  ;  that  no  objection  has  hitherto  been  made  to  the  method  of  con- 
struction adopted,  and  no  complaints  hitherto  made  that  the  mothod  of  construction  excluded 
the  ballot-boxes  from  the  view  of  the  electiors,  or  interfered  or  prevented  challengers  from 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  support  of  this  denial  is  submitted  the  following  evidence :  Affidavit  of  John  N.  Stokes, 
sheriff  of  Leon  County. 

2.  The  republican  candidates  deny  that  James  Berry  and  Norman  Gailliard  are  minors, 
and  submit  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Wm.  Thomas  Cogswell,  who  states  that  he  has  known  them 
for  several  years,  and  believes  them  to  be  upward  of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

It  is  also  denied  that  Henry  Thom  is  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  affidavit  of 
Richard  B.  Bull  that  in  the  year  1874  Thom  admitted  that  he  was  only  seventeen  is  too  in- 
definite to  be  noticed.  The  evidence  that  the  above  three  men  voted  the  republican  ticket  is 
also  too  indefinite. 

3.  The  republican  candidates  deny  that  many  colored  democratic  voters  were  frightened 
and  intimidated  at  said  election  by  threats  and  menaces  from  men  of  their  own  color  and 
other  republicans,  or  that  any  were  thereby  prevented  from  voting  for  the  democratic  can- 
didates. In  every  case  but  one  referred  to  in  the  evidence  annexed  to  the  charges,  it  ap- 
pears that  every  person  therein  mentioned  who  desired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  did  so 
vote,  and  the  reason  for  attempting  to  prove  that  they  did  so  tremblingly  is  not  apparent, 
nor  the  reasons  for  showing  the  difficulties  which  Mr.  J.  Dennis  had  in  his  efforts  to  make 

Solitical  speeches.  The  omy  case  where  it  does  not  appear  that  the  alleged  intimidated 
emocratic  voter  actually  voted  the  democratic  ticket  with  safety  is  that  stated  by  T.  F. 
Moore,  who  says  that  Robert  Norwood  asked  him  for  a  democratic  ticket,  and  said  he  wished 
to  vote  it,  but  afterward  returned  it,  saying  he  could  not  vote  it,  because  he  was  threatened. 
This  affidavit  is  of  no  value,  because  merely  hearsay.  Norwood  is  accessible,  and  his  ev- 
idence could  easily  have  been  procured  if  desired.  He  undoubtedly  concluded  not  to  vote 
the  democratic  ticket,  because  of  the  evident  folly  of  doing  so,  and  not  because  of  any 
threats. 

4.  The  republican  candidates  assert  that  the  polls  at  Richardson  school-house  precinct. 
No.  13,  were  not  opened  before  eight  oVlock  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  Novem- 
ber, but,  on  the  contrary,  were  opened  at  the  proper  and  legal  hour ;  that  the  democratic 
inspector.  Rouse,  was  not  upon  the  ground  at  eight  o'clock,  but  came  late,  and  after  it 
had  been  found  necessary  to  open  the  polls  and  elect  in  due  and  legal  form  an  inspector 
to  take  his  place,  notwithstanding  which  he  was  allowed  all  the  privileges  of  an  inspector, 
except  signing  as  such,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  scrutinize  all  proceedings  had  during 
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the  progress  of  the  election,  and  said  at  the  close  thereof  that  he  was  satisfied  all  proceed* 
ings  were  fair  and  lawfal. 

It  is  denied  that  anj  illef^l  votes  were  cast  at  said  precinct ;  b«t,  on  the  contrarj,  it 
is  averred  that  all  the  votes  cast  were  bj  lawfal  respistered  voters,  present,  and  voting  to 
the  namber  of  188.  The  whole  foundation  for  the  democratic  charges  is  that  only  a  few 
persons,  as  is  alleged,  voted  prior  to  Joseph  Bowes,  while  a  very  much  larger  nambo'  of 
names  appear  preceding  his  upon  the  poll-list. 

The  valuelessness  of  this  fact  appears  when  it  is  shown  that  the  poll-lists  were  kept 
upon  loose  sheets,  not  numbered  and  not  put  together  at  the  close  of  the  balloting  in 
the  exact  order  in  which  the  names  had  been  written  upon  them. 

The  charge  that  sixteen  names  of  persons  who  did  not  actually  vote  were  also  written 
at  the  bottom  of  the  poll-list  is  false  in  fact. 

In  support  of  the  answer  to  specification  No.  4  is  submitted  the  following  evidence : 

1.  Afficlavit  of  Wm.  A.  Richardson,  United  States  inspector,  that  the  poll  was  opened 
at  the  time  appointed  by  law ;  that  one  inspector  failed  to  appear ;  that  this  was  an- 
nounced, and  a  new  inspector  chosen— one  Isaac  Dent — who  qualified  and  acted.  After- 
wards Amos  Rouse  appeared  and  claimed  to  act ;  was  informed  of  what  had  taken  place, 
pulled  out  his  watch,  and  by  it  it  appeared  that  he  was  behind  the  time ;  notwithstand- 
ing this.  Rouse  was  allowed  all  privileges  as  inspector,  and  had  the  opportunity  of  scru- 
tinizing all  proceedings  had  during  the  progpress  of  the  election,  and  said  at  the  close  of 
the  canvass  that  he  was  satisfied  all  proceedings  were  fair  and  lawful,  and  that  he  did 
not  see  the  slightest  attempt  at  fraud  or  unfairness.  This  witness  also  states  that  he  is 
well  aequainted  with  all  the  voters  in  the  precinct,  and  that  all  the  votes  were  cast  by 
duly-qualified  voters ;  that  he  has  been  offered  by  Leon  S.  Roberts,  a  leading  democrat, 
$200,  and  a  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  to  falsely  swear  that  the  poll  at  said  precinct  was 
opened  before  the  legal  hour,  and  the  inspectors*  proceedings  false  and  fraudulent,  and 
that  double  ballots  were  counted. 

2.  Affidavit  of  Richard  Fisher,  who  testifies  that  he  was  at  the  precinct  all  day,  and  kept 
a  private  tally-list ;  188  voted ;  that  on  opening  the  ballot-box  two  double  tickets  were 
found,  which  were  not  counted,  but  were  disposed  of  according  to  law ;  that  he  witnessed 
the  canvass,  and  there  were  no  other  double  ballots ;  that  he  was  employed  at  the  polls  by 
the  democrats  and  in  their  interests. 

3.  Affidavit  of  Frazer  Larette,  clergyman,  who  swears  that  he  knows  all  the  voters  per- 
sonally:  that  be  saw  186  persons  vote,  who  were  all  qualified  voters. 

4.  Affidavits  of  Joseph  fiowes,  inspector,  and  Lawrence  R.  Booth,  inspector,  and  Wily 
Jones,  clerk  of  Richarason*s  school-house  precinct,  who  testify  that  Rouse  was  not  present 
at  the  lawful  hour,  when  the  polls  were  opened,  but  that  he  came  afterward,  pulled  out  his 
watch,  and  it  appeared  from  it  that  he  was  behind  the  time,  notwithstanding  which  he  was 
admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  an  inspector,  being  inside,  witnessing  all  proceedings  and 
seeing  the  final  count,  and  afterward  said  that  everything  done  was  just  and  fair,  and  with- 
out any  attempt  at  fraud ;  that  188  votes  were  polled,  every  one  of  said  votes  being  cast  id 
the  precinct  bv  a  lawful  elector ;  that  the  two  oiouble  ballots  were  not  counted,  but  were 
thrown  out ;  that  all  the  small  ballots  were  cast  by  qualified  electors  as  well  as  the  large 
ballots ;  that  the  whole  ease  of  the  contestants  is  based  on  a  disarrangement  of  the  loose 
poll-sheets ;  and  that  no  illegal  votes  were  cast  in  all  the  precinct. 

5.  The  disarrangement  01  the  sheets  of  the  poll-list  has  been  proved  by  production  of 
copies  of  the  same  and  the  oral  testimony  of  C.  H.  Edwards,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 

ATTEMPT  TO  BRIBB  A^  SUPERVISOR. 

&tate  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  Moses  J.  Taylor,  a  notary  public  at  large  for  the  State  aforesaid,  personally 
came  William  A.  Richardson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident 
of  the  county  aforesaid  ;  that  he  acted  as  United  States  supervisor  at  the  precinct  known  as 
Richardson's  precinct,  Leon  County,  at  the  late  general  electiorf  held  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1876;  that  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  November,  1876,  one  Leon  T.  Roberts, 
who  acted  as  United  States  supervisor  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election,  came  to  him 
and  corruptly,  and  with  the  intention  of  bribing  said  deponent,  and  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting said  deponent  to  make  a  false  oath,  did  offer  the  said  deponent  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  a  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  if  said  deponent  woula  make  an  affidavit  to  the  efiect 
that  the  poll  at  said  precinct  was  opened  before  the  time  appointed  by  law,  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings had  at  said  precinct  on  said  day  of  election  by  the  inspectors  were  false  and  fraud- 
ulent, and  that  the  voters  who  voted  at  said  precinct  cast,  many  of  them,  double  ballot 
and  that  all  such  double  ballots  were  counted  by  the  inspectors  at  said  precinct  in  the  can- 
vass of  the  votes  cast. 

W.  A.  RICHARDSON. 

Sworn  to  aud  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

M.  J.  TAYLOR, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County : 

We,  the  rmdereiened,  George  P.  Fowler,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  Thomas  B.  Faitoute,  sheriff,  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Stephen  W.  Hogans,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers  ia 
and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  the  same  being  six  davs 
after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Levy,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesdayj  the 
third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  elect- 
ors and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1863,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  Februaiv  27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  aforesaid— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida,  was  six  hundred  and  ninenty- 
nine,  (699,)  as  follows,  viz  :  George  F.  Drew  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-two,  (492;) 
Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  two  hundred  and  seven,  (207.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  six  hundrod  and  ninety- 
eight,  (698,)  as  follows,  viz  :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  tour  hundred  and  ninety- three,  (493  ;) 
David  Montgomery  received  two  hundred  and  five,  (205. ) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
six  hundred  and  ninety-four,  (694  ;)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundrod  and 
eighty-seven,  (487  ;)  James  £.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  (488 ;)  Robert 
B.  Hilton  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  (487;)  Robert  Bullock  received  four 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  (487 ;)  Fredenck  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  seven, 
(207  ;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  two  hundred  and  seven,  (207  :)  William  H.  Holden  re- 
ceived two  hundred  and  seven,  (207  ; )  Thomas  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and  six, 
(206.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  six  hundred  and 
ninetv-six,  (696,)  as  follows,  viz :  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  (491 ;)  William  J.  Pnrman  received  two  hundred  and  five,  (205.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 
(697,)  as  follows,  viz:  Thomas  F.  King  received  four  hundred  and  ninety-one,  (491;) 
Josiah  F.  Walls  received  two  hundred  ana  six,  (206.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
fonr,  (694,)  as  follows,  viz :  William  J.  Jones  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-three,  (483  ;> 
Isaac  B.  Hardee  received  two  hundred  and  eleven,  (21 J.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Bronsou,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  thirteenth 
(13)  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  (1876.) 

GEORGE  P.  FOWLER, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Levy  CJounty. 
THOMAS  B.  FAITOUTE, 

Sheriff  of  Levy  County. 
STEPHEN  W.  HOGAN8, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Levy  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLlN, 

Chairman. 

REPUni.lCAN  CHARGES  AND  SPECIFIC ATIDNS. 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  republican  candidates  voted  for  at  the  election  held  in 
said  State  and  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  charge  and  specify  the  following 
irregularities  at  the  election  held  on  said  day  in  said  county. 
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CHARGE. 

They  charjfe  there  was  irregularitj  in  the  conduct  of  said  election  and  the  election-officer* 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  true  vote  of  said  county  is  not  represented  in  the  return  of  the 
board  of  canvassers,  and  cannot  be  ascertained. 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

1.  They  say  that  no  reffistration-list  was  prepared  for  said  election,  either  by  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  or  any  of  his  deputies,  preparatory  to  said  election,  as  required  by  law. 

2.  They  say  that  a  large  nnmoer  of  persons  claiming  to  be  voters  were  registered  on  a 
pretended  registration-list,  not  under  the  supervision  of  the  said  clerk  or  any  of  nis  deputies, 
out  under  the  supervision  of  men  who  were  neither  pubKc  officers  charged  with  said  duty 
nor  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  service. 

3.  They  say  that  a  copy  of  the  pretended  registration-list,  as  stated  in  specification  2,  was 
furnished  for  each  precinct  for  the  use  of  inspectors  of  election  of  each  precinct  respectively, 
and  was  used  by  them,  and  that  no  other  list  purporting  to  be  a  registration  was  fur- 
nished to  or  used  by  them. 

4.  They  say  that  a  large  number  of  persons  so  registered  on  the  list  specified  in  specifi- 
cation 2,  and  registered  on  no  other  list  or  in  any  other  manner,  were  permitted  to  vote  by 
the  inspectors,  and  did  vote  at  said  election  at  the  precinct,  said  in8p>ectors  then  and  there 
knowing  that  said  registration  was  illegal  and  unauthorized,  and  that  said  persons  had  no 
right  to  vote. 

5.  They  say  that  the  democratic  inspectors  of  election  at  Cedar  Keys  precinct,  being  a  ma- 
jority of  said  county  board,  conspired  and  confederated  together  and  witn  each  other  and  with 
other  democrats  who  were  engaged  in  electioneering  on  said  day,  and  who  were  engaged  in 
the  bnsiness  of  bringing  and  voting  democrat  illegal  voters,  and  intimidating  and  keeping 
away  from  voting  republican  legal  voters,  for  the  purpose  of  committing  a  frand  in  said 
election  precinct,  and  that  all  of  said  persons  did  engage  in  the  carrying  out  of  said  conspir- 
acy ;  ana  in  furtherance  thereof  took  and  carried  away  the  ballot-box  of  said  precinct  with 
the  ballots  therein  cast,  and  placed  the  same  in  the  hands  of  private  parties  in  no  way  con- 
nected officially  with  the  conduct  of  said  election,  to  wit,  in  tne  hands  of  Morton  and  Rewe, 
merchants,  at  Cedar  Keys,  where  said  box  and  ballots  were  kept  for  three  days,  and  no  effort 
was  made  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  convey,  or  permit  to  be  conveyed,  said  box  and  contents 
to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  as  required  by  law,  but  efforts  to  that  end 
were  forcibly  resisted  bv  said  confederating  persons. 

6.  They  further  say  that  the  ballot-boxes  trom  the  several  precincts  of  siud  county  were 
not  conveyed  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  immediately  after  the  election,  as  required  br 
law  ;  but  the  same  were  taken  to  Col.  W.  H.  Sebring,  a  democrat  not  officially  connected  with 
the  conduct  of  the  election,  or  the  canvass  of  the  same  by  the  county  canvassers,  and  that 
they  remained  in  his  exclusive  possession  and  out  of  the  control  of  the  legal  custodian  of 
them,  until  their  surrender  was  demanded  on  the  13th  of  November,  1876,  by  the  county 
canvassers,  six  days  after  the  election ;  wherefore  they  charge  that  the  entire  vote  of  s^ 
county  is  tainted  with  fraud  and  irregularity,  and  the  illegal  votes  cast  in  behalf  of  the  dem- 
ocratic candidates,  through  the  instrumentality  of  democratic  election  officers  and  their  deai- 
ocratic  confederates,  can  neither  be  purged  or  eliminated  out  of  said  returns,  and  they  ask 
that  the  county  of  Levy  returns  be  excluded. 

PROOF. 

1.  Affidavit  of  W.  G.  Williams,  with  county  clerk's  certificates. 

2.  Affidavit  of  W.  R.  Canty  and  others,  to  be  filed  hereafter. 

W.  W.  AMPT. 
One  of  their  Attorneys. 

BALLOT-BOXES  TAKEN  FROM  THE  PROPER  OFFICERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County : 

Be  it  remembered'  that  on  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  be- 
fore the  undersigned,  county  judge  within  and  for  said  county,  John  G.  Williams,  of  law- 
ful age,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  election  held  at  Cedar  Keys  precinct  in  said  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  the  same  being  the  general  election  for  President,  &c. ;  that  as  soon  as  the  ballots 
were  counted,  at  the  instance  of  one  C.  B.  Rogers,  one  of  said  inspectors,  (democrat,)  and 
others,  said  ballot-box  was  taken  and  locked  up  in  the  safe  at  the  store  of  Morton  &  Roux, 
merchants,  in  Cedar  Keys ;  that  this  affiant  objected  to  placing  the  ballot-box  in  private 
hands,  but  that  his  objections  were  overruled  by  the  crowd,  ana  affiant  was  in  fear  of  hi« 
life  to  persist ;  that  on  the  morning  of  November  10,  1876,  he  obtained  possession  of  said 
ballot-Dox,  and  intended,  as  such  inspector,  to  convey  the  same  to  Bronson.the  county-seas 
of  said  county,  to  deposit  it  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  but  that  the  same 
was  violently  taken  from  his  possession  by  one  Benj.  A.  Anderson,  clerk  at  said  election, 
(democrat,)  and  others  aiding  and  abetting  him ;  and  this  affiant  was  threatened  with  loss  of 
his  life  and  other  damages  to  his  person,  and  was  obliged  to  surrender  said  ballot-box  to  the 
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soperior  force ;  and  he  verilj  believes  tbat  his  life  would  have  been  taken  then  and  there  if 
be  had  not  so  delivered  them  to  the  mob  aforesaid.  Affiant  farther  says  that  he  is  informed 
and  believes  tbat  the  same  to  be  true,  that  all  of  the  ballot-boxes  of  said  general  election  of 
said  county  were  placed  in  the  store  (and  kept  there)  of  one  Col.  W.  H.  Sebring,  a  demo- 
crat, at  Bronson,  and  remained  there  until  delivered  to  the  board  of  county  canvassers. 
Affiant  farther  says  that  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1876,  he  was  appointed,  to- 
gether with  one  F.  E.  Miller  and  one  W.  R.  Canty,  as  deputy  register  of  Levy  County, 
Florida,  the  said  appointment  of  affiant  being  now  lost  or  destroy^  and  out  of  his  poiver 
to  produce ;  but  he  swears  positively  that  all  of  said  appointments  made  by  said  clerk  were 
exactly  like  the  one  of  said  Canty  hereto  attached,  and  marked  **  Exhibit  A  ;"  that  none  of 
them  were  ever  sworn,  nor  took  any  oath  whatsoever;  and  that  all  the  registering  of  voters 
tbat  was  done  for  said  election  was  done  by  deputy  registers  and  not  deputy  clerks  of  the 
circuit  coart,  as  reauired  by  law,  and  none  sworn.  Afifmnt  further  says  that  this  affidavit  is 
not  made  for  any  clelay,  or  for  vexation,  but  that  as  he  believes  from  the  knowledge  he  hea 
that  the  votes  of  said  county  were  not  registered  according  to  law,  and  force  and  violence 
were  used  by  the  democrats  to  carry  their  point,  and  he  wishes  justice  to  be  done  in  the 
premisef. 

JOHN  G.  WILLUMS. 

Sabscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  P.  FOWLER, 

County  Judge. 

Be  it  further  remembered  that  at  the  same  time  and  place  personall  v  came  William  R. 
Canty,  one  of  said  deputy  registers  named  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  and  he  having  read  the 
same,  makes  oaUi  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  and  all  the  facts  therein  contained  are  trae  in 
substance  and  fact. 

W.  R.  CANTY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  P.  FOWLER, 

County  Judge. 

EXHIBIT  A. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County  : 
To  Wm.  R.  Canty,  Esq. : 

You  are  hereby  appointed  deputy  register  of  Levy  County. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  the  21st  day  of  September,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  J.  B.  HARDEE, 

Clerk  C.  C. 

Your  list  must  be  returned  six  days  before  the  election. 

DEMOCRATIC  ANSWER. 

The  counsel  for  the  democratic  electors,  in  reply  to  the  specifications  objecting  to  the  re- 
turns for  the  county  of  Levy,  say : 

Tbat  there  i^  nothing  in  the  affidavits  submitted.  It  is  not  suggested  that  the  votes  cast 
were  not  lawful,  or  that  the  ballot-boxes  were  tampered  with. 

They  further  suggest  that  after  the  ballots  were  counted  and  canvassed,  their  preservation 
under  the  laws  of  this  State  is  not  provided  for. 

They  further  attack  one  of  the  appointments  made  for  the  purpose  of  registration  in  con- 
tradiction other  affidavits  submitted. 

They  further  say  that  it  is  not  pretended  that  those  who  did  vote  were  not  duly  registered. 

DAVID  D.  SELLERS. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  COUNTY  CLERK. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Levy : 

I,  J.  B.  Hardee,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  State  and  county  aforesaid,  certify  that 
H.  Speuce,  whose  signature  appears  to  copies  of  registration-lists  under  which  an  election 
was  held  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  for  presidential  electors 
and  State  and  county  officials,  was  at  the  time  he  signed  the  said  lists  and  affixed  the  seal  ot 
aforesaid  court  to  said  lists,  duly  and  properly  authorized  by  me  to  act  as  my  deputy. 

In  testimony  whereof  witness  my  signature  and  the  seal  of  said  court  this day  of 

November,  1876. 

J.  B.  HARDEE, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

REPLY  TO  ANSWER  OP  DEMOCRATS. 

Tho  republicans,  in  reply  to  answer  of  democrats,  say  as  to  Cedar  Keys  precinct  of  said 
county  that  the  inspectors  of  said  election,  knowing  the  persons  who  prepared  the  registra- 
tion-list were  not  deputies  of  the  clerk  of  court,  nor  any  of  them  the  clerk,  and,  knowing 
said  persons  (three  in  number)  were  not  sworn  themselves  and  did  not  swear  the  154  per- 
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80D8  who  were  by  them  registered,  to  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitation  and  laws  of 
Florida,  then  and  there  received  votes  from  sncb  persons  and  included  them  in  their  re- 
turns, many  of  whom  were  not  residents  of  said  county  nor  citizens  of  Florida,  thereby 
taintioff  the  said  precinct  vote  and  justifying  the  purging  of  the  returns  of  the  said  votes  of 
non-resident,  non-registered  persons. 

They  file  affidavits  as  follows  : 

Ist.  Affidavits  of  F.   E.    Miller,  John    G.  Williams,    Bally  Wiley,    Charless   Lewis, 

One  paper  showing  that  F.  Walley  Perkins,  captain  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey 
schooner  Keady,  and  R.  £.  Duval,  another  officer  of  said  schooner,  well  known  to  affiant, 
are  not  citizens  of  Florida  nor  residents  of  Levy  County,  and  that  they  both  voted  the  entire 
democratic  ticket  at  said  precinct.  Affiants  say  from  their  own  knowledge,  said  Perkins 
and  Duval  are  employed  in  the  United  States  service,  and  live  on  board  of  their  schooner, 
and  go  from  place  to  place  as  their  coast-survey  business  requires  them  to  do,  not  stopping 
at  any  one  place  for  anv  g^reat  ^  length  of  time ;  that  said  persons  were  challenged,  but  tlra 
challenge  was  overruled  and  the  votes  were  taken  by  said  inspectors,  a  majority  of  whom 
were  democrats. 

2nd.  Affidavit  of  F.  E.  Miller  as  to  illegal  registration  by  deputy  registers  so  called,  and 
officers  unknown  to  the  law,  and  unsworn,  and  who  failed  to  administer  the  oath  of  regis- 
tration, or  registered  by  the  constitutional  laws  of  Florida,  and  whose  votes  they  knew  to  be 
so  registered  were  received  by  said  inspectors,  in  all  154 ;  that  two  other  persons,  to  wit, 
John  G.  Williams,  William  R.  Goaty,  and  William  Hayues,  acted  as  such  registers,  none  of 
whom  were  sworn,  and  none  of  whom  swore  a  single  person  reg^tered  by  them  or  either  of 
them ;  and  that  they  each  of  them  made  lists  which  were  all  included  and  consolidated  bj 
affiant  Miller,  who  sent  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  without  any  farther  formality. 

3.  Certificate  of  appointment  or  register  of  F.  E.  Miller  attached  to  his  affidavit 
Number  registered 100 

4.  Affidavit  of  Wm.  R.  Carty,  corroborating  affidavit  of  Miller. 

Number  registered 39 

5.  Affidavit  of  Jno.  G.  Williams  corroborating  affidavit  oi  Miller. 

Number  registered 15 

Totol  unregistered 154 

Total  non-resident 2 

156 

In  answer  to  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  court  certifying  that  one  Spence  was  his  deputy 
clerk,  said  certificate  being  filed  by  democrats  in  this  contest,  they  say  it  does  not  appear 
that  Spence  registered  a  single  person,  certainly  none  of  the  J  54  persons  for  Cedar  Kejrs  pre- 
cinct. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  officers  of  election  at  Cedar  Keys  nrecinct  were  democrats,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  ballot-box  was  by  them  placed  in  tne  hands  of  private  parties, 
as  fully  set  forth  in  the  specifications  and  testimony  heretofore  filed,  the  repuolicans  say  said 
vote  was  tainted  with  fraud  and  irregularity,  and  ought  to  be  purged  of  said  illegal  votes, 
and  that  the  presumption  fairly  Is  that  said  votes  were  democratic  votes. 

They  ask  that  saia  156  votes  to  be  deducted  from  the  number  received  by  democratic  can- 
didates, or,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  then, 

1.  Deduct  from  the  democratic  vote,  non-residents,  2. 

2.  Pro-rate  the  154  no-registered  votes  between  the  parties,  and  deduct  accordingly  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four. 

W.  M.  AMPT, 
For  Republicans. 

LEGAL  OATH  OMITTED. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  county  judge  within  and  for  said  coonty, 
William  R.  Cantv,  of  lawful  age,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that  he  was,  on  or 
about  the  2i8t  day  of  September,  1867.  appointed  deputy  registering-officer  of  Cedar  Keys 
precinct,  in  said  countv,  by  J.  B.  Hardee,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county ;  that  be, 
this  affiant,  never  took  no  oath  of  office  as  such ;  that  he  proceeded  to  register  voters  in 
said  precinct,  not  knowing  that  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  take  such  oath  of  office,  or 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  administer  any  oath  to  the  persons  he  registered ;  registered 
about  thirty-nine  (39)  persons,  and  that  all  he  done  was  to  put  their  names  down 
on  the  list  of  voters,  and  that  he  never  administered  any  oath  at  all ;  that  affiant 
knows,  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  John  G.  Williams  and  F.  £.  Miller  were  also  anpoioted 
by  said  Hardee,  clerk  aforesaid,  as  deputy  registering-officers  of  said  county,  at  the  same 
time  with  this  affiant,  and  he  knows  and  states  positively  that  they,  nor  either  or  any  of 
them,  were  sworn  or  took  any  oath  whatever ;  that  they  also  proceeded  to  register  voters  in 
said  county,  and  each  did  put  in  the  list  quite  a  number  of  voters,  the  numW  of  which  is 
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unknown  to  this  affiant.  Affiant  farther  states  that  he  is  informed,  and  belieyes  the  same 
to  be  truoi  that  said  Miller  and  Williams,  as  snch  deputy  resristering  officers,  did  not  ad- 
minister any  oath  at  all  to  the  persons,  or  any  of  them,  so  registered  by  them  as  aforesaid ; 
and  further  says  not. 

W.  R.  CANTY. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  1^6. 

GEO.  P.  FOWLER, 

County  Judge. 

NEGLECT  OF  THE  LEGAL  OATH. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  G.  Williams,  of  lawful  age,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
on  oath  says  that  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1876,  he  was  appointed  deputy 
county  clerk  by  J.  B.  Hardee^  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county  ;  that  his  appoint- 
ment as  such  is  now  lost  and  out  of  his  power  to  produce ;  that  said  Hardee  nor  any  one 
informed  this  affiant  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  be  sworn  as  such  deputy,  nor  did  he 
himself  know  that  he  was  required  to  take  any  official  oath  ;  nor  did  he  ever  take  anv  oath 
before  proceeding  to  register  persons  as  such  deputy  registering-officer ;  that  he  registered 
about  ten  or  fifteen  persons,  and  all  he  done  was  to  put  down  their  names  in  the  list ;  and 
that  he  never  administered  any  oath  to  them  at  all,  nor  did  he  know  that  any  was  re- 
quired. .     . 

Affiant  further  says  that  F.  £.  Miller,  William  R.  Canty,  and  William  Havnos,  were  also 
appointed  by  said  Hardee,  as  such  deputy  registers  of  said  county,  at  same  time  of  appoint- 
naent  of  affiant,  and  in  the  same  way,  and  that  they  registered  a  considerable  number  of 
voters,  and  affiant  positively  states  and  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  that  they,  the  said 
Miller,  Canty,  and  Haynes,  were  never  sworn  ;  nor  did  they  ever  administer  any  oath  to  any 
person  or  persons  registered  by  them ;  and  all  the  persons  so  registered  by  all  of  said  deputy 
registers  voted  in  said  county  at  the  general  election  held  on  Sie  7th  day  of  November,  A.. 
D.  1676 ;  and  further  says  not. 

JOHN  G.  WILLIAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  P.  FOWLER, 

County  Judge. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF   F.   E.  MILLER. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  county  judge  of  said  county,  F.  E.  Miller, 
of  lawful  age,  wno,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1876,  be  was  appointed  deputy  registering-officer  of  Cedar  Keys  precinct,  in  said  county,  by 
one  J.  B.  Hardee,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  siud  county,  his  said  appointment  as  such  being 
liereto  attached,  marked  **  Exhibit  A.*'  That  said  clerk,  nor  any  one,  ever  informed  affiant 
that  it  was  necessary  to  be  sworn  or  take  any  official  oath,  nor  did  he  know  that  it  was 
necessary ;  and  he  states  that  he  took  no  oath  as  such  deputy ;  but  that  as  soon  as  he  re- 
ceived said  appointment  he  commenced  to  register  voters,  and  did  register  about  one  hundred 
persons  without  swearing  them  or  requiring  them  to  take  any  oath  whatsoever,  and  that 
they  all  and  each  of  them  voted  at  the  general  election  held  in  said  county  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  without  any  further  or  other  registration. 

Affiant  further  savs  that  at  the  said  time  John  G.  Williams,  William  R.  Canty,  and  Will* 
iam  Haynes  were  also  appointed  deputy  registers  bv  said  clerk,  in  and  for  said  county,  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  of  affiuit ;  that  none  of  them  were  sworn ;  that  each  of  them  reg- 
istered quite  a  number  of  persons  that  were  not  sworn,  but  their  names  placed  on  a  list  kept 
by  them  without  being  required  to  take  any  oath  at  all,  and  that  all  of  said  persons  so  reg- 
istered by  all  of  said  deputies  voted  at  saia  election  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  in  said  county. 

Affiant  further  says  that  all  the  names  taken  by  said  Williams  and  Haynes  were  all  placed 
on  the  list  of  affiant,  consolidated  together,  and  sent  up  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of 
said  county,  and  signed  by  this  affiant  alone ;  and  furtner  says  not. 

F.  E.  MILLER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day^of  November,  1876. 

GEO.  P.  FOWLER, 

County  Judge. 
exhibit  a. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  County. 
To  F.  E.  Miller,  Esq. : 

You  are  hereby  appointed  deputy  register  for  the  precinct  of  Cedar  Keys. 
Given  under  my  band  and  seal  of  court  this  2l8t  daj  of  September,  J 876. 
[circuit  court  seal.]  J.  B.  HARDEE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 
Your  list  must  be  returned  six  days  before  the  election. 
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ALLEGED  ILLEGAL  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Levy  Coontj,  ss : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  the  nndersiffned,  county  jadge  of  said  county,  F.  £.  Miller,  one  of  the  United 
States  supervisors  of  election  at  Cedar  Keys  precinct,  in  said  county,  John  6.  Williams 
and  Bully  Wiley,  both  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct,  and  all  well  known  to  me  as 
such,  at  the  general  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  ifovember,  A.  D.  1876,  and  also  Chris 
Sims,  all  or  lawful  age,  and  all  citisens  and  residents  of  said  county,  who,  being  daly 
sworn  according  to  law,  on  oath  say  that  all  the  foreeoing  facts  in  this  affidavit  are  true ; 
that  thev,  and  each  and  every  of  uiem,  well  know  ¥,  Walley  Perkins,  captain  of  the 
United  States  Coast  Survey  schooner  Ready,  and  also  one  K.  £.  Duval,  an  officer  of  said 
schooner,  and  well  know  that  they,  nor  either  of  them,  are  citizens  or  residents  of  said 
Levy  County,  Florida ;  that  said  Perkins  and  Duval  both  voted  the  entire  democratic 
ticket  at  said  Cedar  Keys  precinct  on  the  said  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  being 
the  general  election  heretofore  mentioned ;  that  said  United  States  supervisor  Miller  chal- 
lenged their  said  vote  at  said  polls,  for  the  reason  that  he  and  all  of  the  affiants  well  knew 
that  they  were  not  citizens  or  residents  of  said  county ;  but  said  Perkins  and  Duval  both 
took  the  oath  required  by  law,  and  their  ballots  were  then  deposited  in  the  ballot-box,  and 
were  canvassed  and  counted  in  by  said  inspectors  of  said  election.  Affiants  further  say  that 
they  well  knew  that  said  Perkins  and  Duval  had  no  lawful  right  to  vote  as  aforesiud,  for 
the  reason  that  they  were  employed  in  the  United  States  service,  and  lived  on  board  of  their 
said  schooner,  and  went  from  place  to  place  as  their  said  coast-survey  business  called  them, 
and  not  stopping  at  any  point  for  any  great  length  of  time. 

That  this  affidavit  is  not  made  out  of  any  ill  will  or  for  vexation  or  delay,  but  that  justice 
may  be  done. 
And  further  say  not. 

F.  E.  MILLER, 
United  Statos  Supervisor. 

JOHN  G.  WILLIAMS, 
Inspector. 

C.  C.  SIMS. 

BULLY  WILEY, 

Inspector. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  P.  FOWLER, 

County  Judge. 

DEMOCRATIC  REJOINDER  TO  AFFIDAVITS. 

As  to  the  affidavits  of  Bully  Wiley  et  al.,  objecting  to  the  votes  of  two  seafaring  men, 
they  know  of  no  law  depriving  that  class  of  citizens  or  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  they  call 
attention  to  the  fiact  that  the  affiants  have  only  sworn  to  the  foregoing  facts  in  the  affidavit 
mentioned,  which  facts  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  illegal  voting,  and  relate  simply  to  the 
age  and  citizenship  of  the  affiants. 

As  to  the  illegal  registration  alleged,  there  is  no  proof  as  to  how  the  parties  so  alleged  to 
have  been  registered  voted,  and  it  would  be  a  manifest  wrong  and  outrage,  were  they  re- 

Sublicans  or  democrats,  to  rob  them  of  their  votes  because  of  the  ignorance  or  willfiU  wrong- 
oing  of  republican  appointees.    It  is  not  alleged  that  the  persons  so  registered  were  not 
voters,  and  the  presumption  must  be  that  they  were  entitled  to  registration. 

S.  PASCO. 
Of  Counsel. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Manatee  Countj ; 

We,  the  undersigned,  E.  M.  Graham,  judffe  of  the  county  court  of  the  conntv  stated,  and 
J.  B.  Magfill,  sheriff  Manatee  County,  and  Z.  King,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  tor  the  county  stated, 
do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  the  same  heing;  six  days  af^r  the  general 
election,  held  in  the  oountv  of  Manatee  and  State  aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  ef  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  aud  the 
holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved 
Februarv  27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  Uie  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  tne  derk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  (289)  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
votes,  as  follows,  viz  :  Geor^  F.  Drew  received  (262;  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes ; 
Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  (27)  twenty-seven  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  (286)  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  (26)  twenty-six  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  (288)  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Wilkinsob  Call  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  (282)  two  hundred  and  sixty- two  votes ;  Robert  B. 
Hilton  received  (262)  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received  (262) 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes  ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  (26)  twenty-six  votes  ;  C.  H. 
Poarce  received  (26)  twenty-six  votes ;  W.  H.  Holden  received  (26)  twenty-six  votes ; 
T.  W.  Long  received  (26)  twenty-six  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  (288)  two  hundred 
and  eiehty-eight  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  R.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  (263)  two  hundred  and 
sixty-^ree  votes ;  W.  J.  Purman  received  (25)  twenty-five  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  (257)  two  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  William  £.  Loper  received  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  (257)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office  at  Pine  Level,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  13th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

£.  M.  GRAHAM, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Manatee  County. 
JESSE  B.  MAGILL, 
Sheriff  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Manatee  County. 

Z.  KING, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Manatee  County^ 

Not  canvassed.  Certify  it  to  be  so  irregular  as  to  prevent  the  ascertainment  of  the  true 
vote. 

S.  B.  McLIN, 
Chairman  of  Board. 

OBJECTION  TO  CANVASSING  THE  VOTE. 

To  the  State  canvassing-board  : 

The  pretended  election  in  Manatee  County,  State  of  Florida,  held  therein,  to  wit,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  State  and  county  officers.  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  presidential  electors,  and  the  returns  thereof  and  all  the  proceedings  connected 
therewith  are  contested  and  objected  to  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 

1st.  The  county  commissioners  of  said  county,  who  are  and  for  more  than  one  year  last 
past  have  been  democrats  and  thoroughly  partisan,  held  no  meeting,  nor  did  a  makifity  of 
them,  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  said  county  within  thirty  |?  i  pre- 
ceding said  7th  day  of  November  or  at  any  other  time  to  examine  the  list  of  Srilpered 
voters  of  said  county,  and  erase  therefrom  the  names  of  such  persons  as  had  bMaltQe  or 
were  disqualified  to  vote,  as  required  by  law.  Said  commissioners  neld  no  such  meeting  and 
did  nothing  whatever  in  that  behalf. 

26  FLA*  r^^^M^ 
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2qcI.  Said  county  commiBsionere  did  not,  nor  did  a  minority  of  tbem,  within  thirty  days 
procedinfi^  said  7th  of  November,  have  a  meeting  at  the  oflSoe  of  the  dark  of  the  drcoH  court 
of  said  county  or  elsewhere,  at  which  they  appointed  jdiscreet  or  other  electors  to  be  iospect- 
ors  of  the  election  for  each  place  designated  for  voting  on  said  date  in  said  county,  as  re- 
quired by  law.    Said  commissioners  held  no  such  meeting  and  did  noting  whatever  in  that 

3d.  Bald  countv  commissioners  did  not,  nor  did  a  majority  of  them,  within  thirty  days 
preceding  the  said  7th  dav  of  November,  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said 
county,  or  elsewhere,  hold  a  meeting,  at  which  the  designated  places  for  holding  an  eleed<Hi 
within  said  county  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  as  required  bv  law.  Said  county 
commissioners  held  no  such  meeting,  appointed  no  place  or  places  for  holding  any  election 
on  said  day,  and  did  nothing  whatever  in  that  behalf. 

4th.  Said  county  commissioners  did  not,  nor  did  a  majority  of  them,  within  thirty  days 
preceding  the  7th  day  of  November,  have  a  meeting  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  for  said  county  or  elsewhere,  at  which  thev  caused  or  took  steps  to  cause  three  notices 
of  election  on  said  day  to  be  posted  as  required  by  law  in  that  behalf  twenty  days  before 
said  7th  of  November,  1876.  Said  county  commissioners  held  no  such  meeting,  gave  no  such 
notices,  and  did  nothing  whatever  in  that  behalf. 

5th.  There  was  no  registration-list  or  book  for  the  registration  of  electors  of  said  county 
prepared  or  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county  or  any  one  else  at  auy 
time  in  the  year  1876  preceding  said  7th  day  of  November,  as  required  by  law  in  that  behalf; 
no  such  list  or  book  was  prepared,  and  no  such  registration  was  made,  perfected,  or  certi- 
fied ;  nothing  whatever  was  done  in  that  behalf. 

6th.  There  was  no  copy  of  the  list  of  names  of  persons  registered  as  electors  furnished  to 
those  persons  who  pretended  to  act  as  inspectors  at  the  several  places  at  which  votes  were 
received  in  said  county,  at  said  pretended  election  on  said  7th  of  November,  as  required  by 
law ;  no  such  copy  existed,  and  no  person  acting  as  inspector  had,  or  pretended  [to  nave,  any 
such  copy  or  list. 

7th.  In  lieu  of  the  registration  required  bylaw,  the  pretended  inspectors  of  said  pretended 
election  administered  an  oath  to  each  elector  not  authorized  by  law  ;  but  in  no  instance 
was  the  oath  administered  to  any  elector  offering  to  vote  at  said  pretended  election,  required 
by  law  to  be  taken  by  an  elector  before  being  allowed  to  vote,  whose  name  does  not  appear 
upon  the  registration-list. 

8th.  At  what  was  known  as  **  Clavis  precinct,'*  in  said  countv,  on  said  7th  of  November,  and 
at  said  pretended  election,  seven  persons,  to  wit,  John  Parker,  J.  W.  Parker,  Thomas  O. 
Parker,  a,  C.  Wilson,  N.  L.  Longford,  W.  K.  Haile,  and  W.  A.  Midden,  were  allowed  to  and 
did  vote  on  die  ground  that  they  had  been  "registered  in  another  county,"  said  persons  all 
voting  the  democratic  ticket  Said  persons  had  no  right  then,  nor  had  they  or  either  of  them 
ever  had  any  right  to  vote,  in  said  county,  they  never  having  been  registered  therein.  Like- 
wise other  persons  not  qualified  voters  in  said  county  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  said 
product  and  at  other  precincts  of  said  county  at  said  pretended  election  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  more. 

The  foregoing  facts,  for  the  most  part,  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  pretended  election-returns 
from  said  county  and  the  accompanving  papers.  If  they  are  denied  it  is  hereby  demanded 
of  those  claiming  under  said  pretended  election  to  produce  and  make  proffer  of  the  old  regis- 
tration and  poUlists  and  the  offidal  record  of  said  commissioners  in  the  premises,  all  of  which 
are  in  the  possession  and  reach  of  those  so  claiming,  and  access  to  which  has  been  and  is 
denied  to  those  contesting  the  validity  of  such  election. 

The  failure  to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  registration  and  otherwise,  as  aforesaid, 
were  brought  about  by  the  democratic  party  of  said  county  with  a  view  and  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  the  impression  and  engendering  the  belief  among  republicans  that  there  could  be 
no  election  in  said  county  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  on  account  of  such  failures,  they 
themselves,  that  is  to  say  the  democrats,  relying  upon  the  belief  that  such  failures  would  be 
treated  as  mere  irregularities  and  could  not  vitiate  the  vote  actually  given. 

In  furtherance  of  this  design,  the  said  county  commissioners  refused  on  the  3d  day  of 
October,  J  876,  and  continuously  thereafter  to  said  7th  of  November,  to  approve  the  bond, 
although  ample  in  legal  and  every  other  requirement,  of  Andrew  Green,  wnom  the  governor 
had  duly  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancv  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  drouit  court  of  said 
county,  and  on  account  of  such  refusal  no  clerk  was  in  office  in  said  county  between  aaid 
date ;  said  democrats  did  succeed  in  said  purpose  and  conspiracy  to  the  extent  of  inducing 
large  numbers  of  republicans  to  believe  that  no  legal  election  could  be  held  on  said  7th  of 
November,  and  thus  prevented  large  numbers  from  voting,  who  otherwise,  with  due  notice 
of  the  places  of  holding  such  election,  would  have  voted ;  wherefore  it  is  charged  that  the 
democrats  of  said  county,  including  said  county  commissioners,  were  engaged  in  and 
guilty  of  a  conspiracy  between  said  dates  to  commit  a  fraud  upon  said  republicans  and 
upon  sf  ^  election,  and  to  prevent  a  true  expression  of  the  will  of  the  people  thereat. 

As  a:  ffridence  of  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  alle^tion,  the  fact  is  cited  that  while  the 
repubU  ^  vote  in  every  other  county  of  the  State,  with  two  or  three  trifling  exceptions,  ii 
largely  >ficrea8ed  over  the  vote  of  previous  years,  in  this  county  it  has  fallen  off  over  sixty- 
six  per  cent,  as  compared  with  other  years. 
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The  relief  asked  is  that  the  board  of  State  canvassers  do  not  include  the  returns  from  said 
county  in  their  determination  and  declaration  of  the  result  of  the  election  held  in  said  State 
on  November  the  7th,  1876,  for  State  and  county  officers,  presidential  electors,  and  Represent- 
ative in  Congress. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  JAMES  D.  GREEN. 

Stat«  of  Florida,  County  of  Hillsborough,  ss : 

James  D.  Green,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  county  of 
Manatee,  in  said  State,  and  a  voter  in  said  county.  That  he  is  deputy  collector  of  customs 
at  the  port  of  Manatee.  That  he  knows  all  the  officers  of  the  county  of  Manatee,  and  says  that 
there  has  been  no  county  clerk  of  said  county  of  Manatee,  either  in  law  or  in  fact,  since 
about  the  last  of  September,  1876,  and  that  there  is  still  no  clerk  acting  there. 

He  further  says  that  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners  with  a  register 
within  thirty  days  prior  to  the  election  of  November  7,  1876,  nor  at  any  other  time  during  the 
present  year.  That  there  was  no  registration-list  to  vote  from  and  by  on  the  election-day 
of  November  7, 1876,  and  there  were  no  notices  of  said  election  given  according  to  law,  and 
no  public  notice  of  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  election. 

That  he  was  informed  by  E.  M.  Graham,  county  judge  of  said  county,  that  fraudulent 
votes  were  cast  on  the  election-day  aforesaid  for  presidential  electors  and  governor  of  Florida 
and  other  officers. 

He  further  says  that  from  personal  knowledge  at  least  one-half  of  the  voters  of  the  county 
abstained  from  voting  and  did  not  vote  on  said  7th  of  November,  1876,  for  the  reason  that 
they  believed  that  no  legal  election  could  be  held  on  said  day,  and  as  this  deponent  then 
and  now  belives.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  did  not  vote,  as  he  then  and  now  believes 
that  any  attempt  to  hold  an  election  would  be  simply  a  farce. 

JAMES  D.  GREEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1876. 

W.  F.  WHILE.  Clerk, 
Per  W.  W.  HOOPER, 

Deputy  Clerk. 

DEMOCRATIC  REPLY. 

The  counsel  for  the  democratic  electors,  in  reply  to  the  specifications  against  the  re- 
turn of  Manatee  County,  say : 

That  as  the  same  is  authentic  in  form,  said  affidavits  suggest  no  question  which  is  the 
subject  of  inquiry  by  the  board. 

That  the  time  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  an  answer  to  any  of  the  facts  therein  averred ;  but 
aa  said  affidavits  show  that  there  was  no  acting  clerk  on  the  7th  of  November,  the  ur- 
gency for  calling  in  the  sheriff  arose  under  act  of  August  6,, 1868;  that  it  is  impossible 
without  names  given  to  answer  the  charge  that  republicans  were  prevented  from  going  to 
Manatee;  but  it  it  were  so,  this  does  not  a£fect  the  votes  cast 

The  character  of  the  election  is  shown  by  the  affidavit  of  Jesse  B.  Mizell,  sheriff  of 
the  county,  and  the  character  of  James  D.  Green  for  truth  and  veracity  is  shown  by  the  af- 
fidavit of  John  B.  Keys  and  four  others ;  and  these  papers  deny,  by  reason  of  the  regu- 
larity of  the  returns  nrom  said  county,  and  the  absence  of  proof  otherwise,  that  no  further 
reply  is  needed. 

DAVID  SELLERS. 

AFFIDAVrr  AS  TO  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Manatee  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  aforesaid  county  and  State,  have  known  James  D. 
Green  for  many  years,  and  have  been  intimately  and  personally  acquainted  with  him,  and 
from  a  full  and  thorough  knowledge  of  his  general  character  in  the  conununity  in  which  he 
resides,  and  the  county  of  Manatee  at  large,  for  *' truth  and  veracity,*'  we  would  not  believe 
him  on  his  oath. 

JOHN  B.  KEY. 

JOSEPH  W.  WILLIAMS. 

E.  O.  MARSON. 

8.  A.  BROWN. 

WILLUM  SAPP. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  P.  1876. 

£.  M.  GRAHAM, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
REGISTERED  IN  OTHER  COUNTIES. 

State  of  Florida,  Manatee  County : 

We  the  undersigned,  E.  M.  Graham,  judge  of  the  county  court;  J.  B.  Magill,  sheriff ;  and 
Z.  King,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  aod  for  said  county,  county  canvassers  of  a  general  elec- 
tion held  at  Pine  Level,  in  said  county  and  State,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
beg  to  make  the  following  repcrt: 
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The  foregoine  relarns  are  made  from  a  full  and  through  cauYau  of  all  the  votes  cast  at 
said  election.  All  the  forme  and  reouirements  of  the  law  were  full  j  complied  with  at  all  the 
precincts  in  said  county,  exo^t  as  nereinafter  mentioned. 

There  being  no  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  in  lieu  of  the  regislration-lists,  the  following 
oath  was  admmistered  to  each  and  evtsy  voter,  as  appears  from  the  certificates  of  the  in- 
spectors and  clerk  of  said  election, to  wit: 

"  I  do  solemnl J  swear  that  I  am  21  years  of  age  and  that  £  am  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  hare  resided  in  this  State  for  one  year  and  in  the  county  six  months  next 
preceding  this  election ;  and  that  I  have  not  voted  at  this  election,  and  am  not  disqualified  to 
vote  by  the  Judgment  of  any  court ;  and  that  I  have  been  a  registered  voter  in  the  county 
of  Manatee  ror  the  period  of  more  than  six  days  next  preceding  this  election." 

At  Carris  precinct  there  were  twenty -two  votes  cast,  of  which  Qeo.  F.  Drew  recdved 
twenty-two  votes  ;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  twenty-two  votes ;  Wilkenson  Call  reodved 
twentv-two  votes ;  James  E.  Tounge  received  twenty-two  votes ;  Robert  B.  Helton  re- 
ceived twenty-two  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  twenty-two  votes;  R. H. M. Davidson 
received  twenty4wo  votes ;  Wm.  £.  Loper  received  fifteen  votes ; 

The  same  being  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast,  all  of  the  voters  taking  the  foregoing 
oath  except — 

I.John  Parker,  registered  in  another  county. 

2.  J.  N.  Parker,  registered  in  another  county. 

3.  Thos.  OTarker,  registered  in  another  county. 

4.  N.  C.  Wilson,  registered  in  another  county. 

5.  N.  L.  Lan^ord,  registered  in  another  county. 

6.  Wm.  A.  Bfidden,  registered  in  another  county. 

7.  W.  K.  Haile,  registered  in  another  county. 

All  of  whom  took  the  following  oath  and  subscribed  the  same,  and  it  appears  certified  bj 
the  clerk  and  inspectors  of  said  election  : 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Manatee : 

Ton  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  are  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  that  you  are  a  citisen 
of  the  United  States,  and  have  resided  in  this  State  for  one  year  and  in  this  county  six 
months  next  preceding  this  election,  and  that  I  have  not  voted  at  this  election,  and  am  not 
disqualified  to  vote  by  the  judgment  of  any  court. 
Witness  our  hands  and  seals  at  Pine  Level  this  1 3th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

E.  M.  GRAHAM,    [L.S.] 
County  Judge. 
J.B.MAGILL.         [L.8.1 
«  BherifL 

Z.  KING,  LL.S.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  FAIR  AND  ORDERLY  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Manatee  County : 

Before  me,  £.  M.  Graham,  county  judge  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  J.  B. 
Magill,  sheriff  of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  present  at  an  elec- 
tion held  at  Pine  Level,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
and  minffled  freely  with  the  voters  nresent  and  conversed  with  them  freely  and  fully  on  the 
election  being  held  at  said  time,  and  he  saw  no  one  who  was  influenced  or  intimidated,  or 
in  any  manner  prevented  in  voting  as  he  pleased  for  either  the  democratic  or  republican 
candidates ;  that  the  ballot-box  was  free  of  access  to  all  persons  wishing  to  vote,  and  that 
the  election  at  said  precinct  passed  off  in  the  most  orderly  and  quiet  manner. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  there  being  no  clerk  in  the  county,  he  was  called  in  as 
sheriff  to  assist  in  the  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  in  the  county,  and  that  in  making  said  can- 
vass he  failed  to  discover  or  detect  any  appearance  of  deceit,  illegality,  or  firaud  in  the  re- 
turns from  the  several  precincts ;  but  that  from  a  full  and  careful  canvass  and  count  of  the 
votes  cast  he  believes  that  the  election  throughout  the  county  was  conducted  in  a  fair,  honest, 
and  impartial  manner,  and  in  no  instance  his  he  heard  that  any  individual  was  deprived  of 
his  franchise  to  vote  in  any  portion  of  the  county  at  said  election. 

Deponent  further  states  that  bv  reason  of  the  resignation  of  the  former  clerk  of  the  court, 
J.  F.  Bartholf,  and  the  failure  of  the  present  appointee,  Andrew  Green,  to  get  his  commis- 
sion, a  large  number  of  persons  were  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  voting,  having  no  oppor- 
tunity of  registering,  a  larg3  majority  or  whom  were  democrats. 

JESSE  B.  MAGILL,  Sheriff. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribe!  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

£.  M.  GRAHAM, 
County  Judge  and  £x-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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REPUBLICAN  RESPONSE. 

The  proof  in  this  case  shows — 

Ist.  There  was  no  re|;^stration  in  the  county  preceding  the  election. 

2d.  There  was  no  notice  of  the  election  by  the  county  commissioners  nor  desig^nation  of 
election  precincts. 

3d.  That  for  these  reasons  large  number  of  republicans  and  others  supposed  an  election 
would  be  a  farce  and  did  not  turn  out.  The  evidence  on  the  subject  is  the  affidavit  of  James 
D.  Green  and  the  record  evidence,  showing  there  was  no  clerk  and  therefore  no  registration. 

Mr.  Green  sets  forth  the  main  facts.  There  is  no  denial  in  testimony  by  the  democrats  of 
bis  statement.  Five  citizens  of  the  county  make  affidavit  there  on  November  24,  1876,  that 
tbey  would  not  believe  him  under  oath,  but  singularly  enough  they  do  not  controvert  a 
single  statement  he  makes.  That  they  had  notice  of  his  affidavit  on  the  24th  is  conclusively 
shown  by  the  fact  that  they  made  their  affidavit  concerning  his  character  and  sent  it  up 
here  on  that  day.  Why  did  they  not,  instead  of  attempting  to  Impeach  him,  impeach  his 
statements  t 

Unfortunately  for  their  impeachment,  however,  it  is  shown  by  eight  or  ten  well-knownand 
leading  citizens  of  Florida,  acquaintances  of  Mr.  Green,  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
integprity,  and  that  he  is  and  has  been  so  esteemed  is  evidenced  by  the  confidence  imposed 
in  him  by  the  people  from  time  to  time.  He  was  captain  in  the  Second  Florida  in  the  Union 
Army,  a  memoer  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  this  State  in  1866,  and  twice  a  member 
of  the  assembly  from  that  county,  and  is  now  occupying  an  important  public  plelce  in  the 
service  of  the  Government.  The  attempt  to  impeach  him  is  tnerefore  an  absolute  failure. 
His  statements  must  be  relied  upon  as  true. 

If  it  be  objected  that  further  testimony  than  a  single  affidavit  should  be  required  to  estab- 
lish the  facts  charged,  the  answer  is  that  early  after  the  election  two  reliable  citizens  of  the 
8tate,  Messrs.  Hamblin  and  Webster,  were  dispatched  to  said  county  to  obtain  full  and  ac- 
curate information  concerning  said  election.  That  they  were  intercepted  on  their  way  by 
democrats,  who  surmised  the  purpose  of  their  visit,  and  compelled  them,  under  threats  of 
violence,  to  return,  (see  their  affidavits  in  this  refi^ard,)  stating  that  the  lower  counties  had 
gone  heavily  democratic,  and  the  radicals  should  not  examine  into  them.  It  is  furthermore 
shown  from  Mr.  Morton*s  affidavit  that  it  would  be  at  the  peril  of  life  for  a  republican  to  go 
to  that  county  to  investigate  as  to  the  election. 

It  is  submitted  that,  in  the  face  of  those  revelations,  tho  democrats  are  stopped  from  com- 
plaining that  cumulative  evidence  is  not  produced. 

As  to  the  law  bearing  upon  the  case,  the  constitution  and  statute  both  require  voters  to  be 
registered  before  voting.  Upon  this  subject  McCrary,  in  his  American  Law  of  Elections, 
says,  page  12:  **It  being  conceded  that  the  power  to  enact  a  registry  law  is  within  the 
power  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  and  preserve  the  purity  of  the  ballot, 
It  follows  that  an  election  held  in  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  a  registiy  law  must  be  held 
void." 

The  statute  requires  the  county  commissioners  (sec.  9  general  election  law)  to  meet  at  thQ 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  thirty  days  preceding  the  election,  and  **  desig- 
nate so  many  places  for  holding  such  election  within  toe  county  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  convenience  of  the  electors  ;"  **  and  they  shall  cause  three  notices  of  such  des- 
ignation and  appointment  of  inspectors  to  be  posted  conspicuously  in  the  vicinity  of  such 
place  so  designated  twenty  days  before  the  election." 

These  are  vital  requirements.  If  the  commissioners  fail  to  act,  then  there  can  be  no  valid 
or  legal  election.  (Knowles  vs,  Yeates,  31  California,  82;  Chadwick  vs.  Melvin,  supreme 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  1871,  (unreported  ;)  Marshal  vs,  Kews,  2  Swan,  68 ;  Foster  vs,  Scorflf, 
15  Ohio  State,  532.) 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Gk'eeu's  affidavit  that  these  provisions  were  not  complied  with.  It  ap- 
pears further  that  the  people  supposed  an  election  could  not  be  held  legally ;  that  it  would 
be  a  farce ;  and  that  66  per  cent  of  republican  electors  staid  away  from  the  polls  in  conse- 
quence. Wherefore,  it  is  submitted  that  the  election  in  Manatee  was  illegal  and  invalid  ; 
and  the  returns  in  no  just  sense  indicate,  or  can  be  held  to  indicate,  the  true  vote  of  the 
county,  and  must,  therefore,  be  omitted  on  the  formal  declaration,  dec, 

TESTIMONIAL  OP  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  electors  of  the  counties  severally  appended  to  our  names* 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  are  severally  well  ac- 
quainted with  James  D  Qreen,  of  Manatee  County,  in  said  State,  and  have  been  forja  number 
of  years  last  past,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  his  character  in  said  county  and  generally  in 
said  State,  for  truth  and  veracity,  and  we  aver  that  his  said  character  for  truth  and  veracity 
is  good  and  above  reproach  ;  that  no  man  stands  higher  in  this  respect  generally  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  acquaintances.  We  further  say  that  said  Green  was  a  Union  soldier  during 
the  war,  being  a  captain  in  a  Florida  Union  regiment ;  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  State 
constitutional  convention  of  said  State  in  1866 ;  that  he  has  since  been  twice  elected  to  and 
has  served  two  terms  in  the  assembly  of  said  State,  and  that  at  this  time  he  is  inspector  of 
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coBtoiDS  at  Charlotte  Harbor,  Manatee  Coanty,  and  as  snch  inspector  intmsted  with  respon- 
sible duties.  The  undersigned  assert  that  his,  the  said  James  D.  Green's,  statements  are 
worthy  of  the  most  implicit  reliance  and  confidence, 

T.  W.  OSBORN, 

Of  Duval  County. 
HORATIO  JENKINS,  Jb., 

Of  Duval  County. 
W.  H.  GLEASON. 

Of  Dade  County. 

JOHN  A.  Mcdonald, 

Orange  County. 
W.  H.  HOLDEN. 

Orange  County. 
F.  N.   WICKER, 
JOHN  VARNUM, 

Brevard  County. 
L.  G.  DENNIS, 

Alachua  County. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  3d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876.       

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES. 

Notary  Public 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  came  James  T.  Maffhee,  a  citizen  of  Tampa,  Hillsborough  County,  who,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  been  personally  acquainted  with  James  D.  Green  for  over 
twenty-five  years ;  that  he  has  practiced  law  in  the  county  where  the  said  Green  resides,  and 
has  lived  in  the  same  county  with  him,  has  seen  him  testify  in  courts  of  justice  in  important 
cases,  and  has  never  seen  or  known  to  his  recollection  his  oath  being  impeacfaea  or  at- 
tempted to  be  impeached  ;  and  he  further  says,  from  his  knowledge  of  uie  said  Green  for 
trutn  and  veracity  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  resides,  he  would  be  compelled  to  believe 
him  on  his  oath. 

JAMES  T.  MAGHEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  3d  day  of  December,  1876. 

JOSEPH  BOWES. 

Notary  Public. 

THE  VACANCY  IN  THE  CLERKSHIP. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss : 

M.  Martin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been,  a  citizen  ana  resident  of  the  county  of  Gadsden,  in  said  State,  and  has  a  general  ac- 
quaintance thronghout  the  same. 

Affiant  says  that  during  the  recent  political  campaign  he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  repub- 
lican State  campaign  committee  of  said  State,  and  as  such,  through  correspondence  and 
other  means,  became  acquainted  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  with  the  political  situation  in 
each  county  of  said  State.  Affiant  says  that  in  September  last,  when  a  vacancy  occurred  in 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Manatee  County,  efforts  were  made  by  the  republi- 
cans of  said  county  to  have  such  vacancy  filled  in  order  that  there  might  be  a  registration 
in  said  county.  Affiant  soon  after  called  upon  the  governor  of  said  State  to  have  an  ap- 
pointment made  to  such  vacancy,  and  learned  that  an  appointment  was  already  made. 
And  affiant  now  asserts  upon  information  that  Andrew  Green,  a  republican  elector  and  com- 
petent person,  was  appointed  to  fill  such  vacancy,  October  3,  1876,  and  makes  reference  to 
the  records  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  support  of  such  allegation. 

Affiant  farther  states  that  he  does  not  personally  know  the  commissioners  of  said  county, 
but,  upon  information  derived  from  his  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  said  county, 
avers  that  such  commissioners  are  and  were  before  the  7th  of  November,  J  876,  democrats, 
acting  under  democratic  influences.  Affiant  further  avers  his  belief  that  all  was  done  by 
the  executive  of  the  State  in  his  power  to  have  such  vacancy  filled  in  time  to  complete  a 
registration  of  the  voters  of  said  county.  The  approval  of  said  commissioners  of  the  offidal 
bond  of  said  appointee  was  necessary  before  a  commission  could  issue  to  him,  and  affiant 
states  from  the  records  in  the  office  of  said  secretary  of  state  that  no  commission  has  been 
issued  to  said  Green  or  other  person  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Affiant  further  says  that  he  did  all  in  his  power  as  such  chairman  to  have  an  election  held 
in  said  county  on  said  day,  but  he  found  from  some  cause  that  belief  generally  prevailed 
among  republicans  that  no  legal  election  could  be  held  therein,  because  of  a  want  of  rec^- 
tration  and  non-compliance  with  the  laws  in  regard  to  notice  of  election.  Affiant  furuier 
states  that  as  a  result,  as  he  believes  it  to  be,  of  such  belief,  not  over  33  per  cent,  of  the  re- 
publican vote  of  said  county  was  polled  at  said  election. 
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Affiant  farther  says,  that  after  said  election,  hearing^  that  an  election  bad  been  illeg^all  j 
held  and  condacted  in  said  connty  on  said  day,  he  enfj^a^  Samuel  Hamblin,  of  Gadsden 
County,  and  William  T.  Webster,  of  Leon  County,  reliable  and  trustworthy  citizens  of  said 
State,  to  go  to  said  county  of  Manatee  and  procure  an  authentic  and  legal  statement  of  the 
precise  facts  with  respect  to  such  election. 

Affiant  states  that  said  Hamblin  and  Webster  started  upon  said  mission,  with  what  result 
appears  from  their  affidavits  in  that  behalf  herewith  shown. 

Affiant  says  that  he  has  made  every  effort  in  his  power  to  secure  full  information  as  to  said 
county,  and  the  manner  of  holding  and  conducting  said  election  therein ;  but  his  efforts  have 
been  foiled  by  democrats,  as  indicated  in  said  affidavits. 

Affiant  says  he  believes,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  purposes  and  temper  of  the  democrats 
in  that  part  of  the  State,  that  no  republican  could  go  to  said  county  with  personal  safety 
and  obtain  such  information  as  to  said  election. 

The  only  information  affiant,  with  all  his  efforts,  has  been  able  to  procure  in  that  behalf  is 
the  affidavit  of  James  D.  Green,  (whom  affiant  knows  to  be  a  truthful  and  reliable  man,) 
herewith  shown.  From  affiant's  knowledge  of  said  Green's  character,  he  relies  implicitly 
upon  the  truth  of  any  statement  contained  in  said  affidavit. 

M.  MARTIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

MOSES  J.  TAYLOR, 

Notary  Public. 

A  PASS  FROM  DEMOCRATIC  COMMITTEE  NECESSARY   FOR  SAFETY. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  C.  H.  Edwards,  a  notary  public,  personally  appeared  Samuel  Hamblen,  of 
Gadsden  County,  and  Wm.  T.  Webster,  of  Leon  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  do  depose 
and  say,  that  they  are  residents  of  and  duly-qualified  electors  in  the  counties  where  they 
reside ;  that  at  the  request  of  prominent  members  of  the  national  republican  party,  and 
under  their  instructions,  with  full  authority  to  take  affidavits  if  necessary,  they  attempted  to 
proceed  to  the  counties  of  Hernando,  Hillsboro',  Polk,  and  Manatee,  in  the  above-named 
State,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  elections  held  in  said  counties  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  had  been  fairly  and  properly  conducted. 

At  Ocala,  in  Marion  County,  in  said  State,  thoy  were  closely  watched  and  questioned  by 
prominent  democratic  politicians  to  learn  their  route  and  business.  On  the  next  morning, 
(November  22d, )  at  a  place  known  as  Sumterville,  in  Sumter  County,  of  said  State,  they 
were  stopped  by  a  party  of  men  who  announced  themselves  as  democrats,  one  Clarke  acting 
as  spokesman,  who  inquired  their  business  and  ront«. 

They  were  then  informed  that  their  coming  had  been  telegraphed  from  Ocala ;  that  they 
had  been  followed  from  said  place ;  that  they  were  considered  suspicious  characters,  op- 
posed to  the  democratic  party,  and  that  they  could  go  no  farther. 

Their  papers  were  then  demanded,  if  they  had  any  in  their  possession.  They  (the  par- 
ties intercepting  deponents)  then  said  that  they  did  not  intend  to  stop  deponents  there,  but 
that  the  way  below  was  picketed  by  armed  men,  and  deponents*  lives  would  be  taken  if  the^ 
passed  on,  whatever  their  business  might  be ;  that  they  had  given  large  democratic  majori- 
ties in  the  counties  south,  and  should  permit  no  investigation  of  the  manner  of  conducting 
the  election  or  canvass ;  that  if  deponents  had  a  certificate  from  any  member  of  the  State 
democratic  committee  that  they  were  proper  persons  to  pass  on  the  road  south,  and  would 
hire  a  man  whom  they,  the  democratic  party  aforesaid,  would  designate,  who  should  accom- 
pany them  in  order  that  they  should  hold  no  communication  with  any  parties  except  by  his 
approval,  then  deponents  could  pass.  Otherwise  their  lives  would  be  taken  by  the  pickets 
above  mentioned  stationed  on  the  road  south. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  proceed  or  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  them  with  any  proba- 
bility of  returning  alive,  deponents  abandoned  the  attempt  and  returned  to  Tallahassee. 

SAMUEL  HAMBLEN. 
WM.  T.  WEBSTER. 

Sworn  to  anl  Bubscribed  before  me  this  30 ch  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  H.  EDWARDS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

Btate  of  Florida,  Monroe  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Charles  S.  Baron,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  couoty  stated, 
and  John  F.  Barker,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Diego  Andre,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  can- 
vassers in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  derk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  the  same 
being  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Monroe  and  State  aforesaid, 
on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  dav  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventv-siz,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  regis 
tration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'*  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amend- 
atory thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872.  We  ao  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  fik 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  two  thousand  and 
twenty-four,  (2,024,)  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  one  thousand  and  fifty-two, 
<  1,052 ;)  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two,  (972.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  thousand  and 
twenty, (2,020, )  as  follows,  viz:  Nobie  A.  Hull  received  one  thousand  and  fifty,  (1,050;) 
David  Montgomery  received  nine  hundred  and  seventy,  (970.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  two 
thousand  and  twenty. seven,  (2,027,)  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine,  (459 ;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  seven  hundred  and  thirteen,  (713;) 
William  H.  Holden  received  seven  hundred  and  thirteen.  (713 ;)  Thomas  W.  Long  received 
seven  hundred  and  thirteen,  (713 ;)  James  £.  Yonge  received  one  thousand  and  forty-seven, 
(1,047;)  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  thousand  and  forty-seven,  (1,047;)  Bobert  B,  Hilton 
received  one  thousand  and  forty-seven,  (1,047 ;)  Robert  Bullock  received  one  thousand  and 
forty-seven,  (1,047;)  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-four,  (^4;) 
F.  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (267 ;)  C.  H.  Pearce  received  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (267 ;)  W.  H.  Holden  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  267;) 
T.  W.  Long  received  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (267.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  two  thousand 
and  nineteen,  (2,019,)  as  follows,  viz :  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson,  one  thousand  and  fifty-two, 
(1,052 ;)  William  J.  Purman  received  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six,  (9(56 ;)  James  T.  Magbee 
received  one,  (1.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  two  thousand  and 
twenty,  (2,020,)  as  follows,  viz:  Jeptha  V.  Harris  received  one  thousand  and  thirty-six, 
(1,036;)  C.  M.  DeCespedes  received  nine  hundred  and  seventy,  (970;)  Walter  C.  Maloney 
received  six,  (6;)  Walter  C.  Maloney,  sr.,  seven,  (7;)  Beverly  B.  Browne,  one,  (1.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Key  West,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  thirteenth 
dav  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

[COUNTY  SEAL.]  CHARLES  S.  BARON, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Monroe  County. 

[COUNTY  SEAL.]  JOHN  T.  BARKER, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Monroe  County. 
DIEGO  ANDRE,  [seal,] 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Monroe  County. 

Canvassed  except  precinct  No.  3,  which  deducts  four  hundred  and  one  votes  from  theHlden 
electors  and  fifty-nine  votes  for  the  Hayes  electors.  This  precinct  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  the  inspectors  adjourned  before  completing  the  canvass  and  resumed  at  a  different  place 
next  day.    Unanimously  rejected  by  the  board. 

SAMUEL  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 

EXPLANATORY  STATEMENT. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Novembtr  15,  1876. 
Hon.  S.  B.  McLiN,  ^ 

Secretary  of  State,  Member  of  State  Canvassing  Board,  Tallahassee: 
Sir:  The  ** certificate  of  county  canvassers,"  showing  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
for  each  and  every  candidate  at  the  late  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
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1S76,  represeDts  the  names  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  459  votes;  Frederick  C  Humphries, 
254  votes;  and  F.  C.  Humphries,  267  votes. 

The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  several  names  were  meant  and  intended  for  Frederick 
C.  Humphries,  and  that  the  votes  as  above  were  all  cast  for  him,  making  980  votes  for  Fred- 
erick C.  Humphries  as  elector  of  President  and  Vice-President.  The  same  statement  will 
applj  in  the  cases  of  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long. 

Nevertheless  the  board  deemed  it  advisable  to  enter  the  several  names  as  they  appeared  on 
the  returns  received  from  the  several  precincts. 
Kespectfully, 

CHARLES  S.  BARON, 
Judge  Circuit  Court,  Monroe  County. 
JOHN  F.  BARKER, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court.  Monroe  County. 

DIEGO  ANDRE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Monroe  County. 

PROTEST  AGAINST  PRECINCT  NO.  3. 

To  the  honorable  board  of  State  canvassers : 

The  return  of  the  election  held  in  the  countv  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  day 
of  November,  1^76,  for  State  and  county  officers.  Representative  in  Congress,  and  presi- 
dential electors,  is  objected  to  in  so  far  as  the  same  is  predicated  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
result  of  said  election  in  what  is  known  as  precinct  No.  3,  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  in  said 
county,  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 

First.  Previous  to  said  election  the  democrats  of  said  precinct  conspired  together  to  pre- 
vent republicans  from  voting  thereat  bv  threats  of  loss  of  employment,  personal  violence 
and  injury,  and  other  means  of  intimidation,  and  by  such  means  did  prevent  a  large  number 
of  republicans  from  voting  thereat. 

Second.  The  democrats  of  said  precinct  unlawfully  surrounded  the  polls  in  said  precinct 
at  said  election,  and  by  threats  and  demonstrations  of  violence  prevented  republicans  from 
remaining,  and  deterred  many  republicans  from  voting  thereat 

Third.  Republican  challengers  in  said  precinct  at  said  election  were  threatened  and  put 
under  fear  by  the  hostile  and  violent  demonstrations  of  the  demociats  present,  and  thus  de- 
terred from  discharging  their  duties  in  that  behalf,  and  finally  compelled  to  abandon  the 
polls. 

Fourth.  Large  numbers  of  persons  not  electors  of  said  county  and  not  registered  therein 
were  permitted  to  and  did  vote  in  said  precinct  at  said  election  without  question  or  qualifi- 
cation, although  challenged  by  republicans,  such  persons  all  voting  the  democratic  ticket. 

Fifth.  When  republicans  challenged  such  persons  the  democrats  present  would  shout, 
**  Take  his  vote ;  he  is  all  right,"  and  their  votes  were  taken  by  the  inspectors,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  democrats,  without  declaring  to  the  person  challenged  the  qualifications  of 
an  elector  and  without  administering  the  oath  prescnbed  by  law  in  such  cases.  For  repub- 
licans to  challenge  illegal  votes  at  said  election  soon  became  an  idle  formality  as  well  as 
dangerous  employment,  and  was  discontinued  before  the  polls  closed. 

Sixth.  Said  inspectors  altered  the  certified  registration-list  at  said  election  by  adding  names 
thereto  and  thus  permitting  the  persons  whose  names  were  thus  added  to  vote,  all  of  whom 
voted  the  democratic  ticket.  The  undersigned  is  unable  to  give  either  the  names  or  num- 
ber of  illegal  voters  permitted  to  vote  as  aforesaid  by  said  inspectors  at  said  election. 

Seventh.  Said  inspectors  did  not,  as  soon  as  the  polls  at  said  precinct  were  finally  closed, 
proceed  to  canvass  the  votes  cast  thereat  and  continue  thereat  publicly  without  adjourn- 
ment until  completed,  as  required  by  law.  On  the  contrary,  before  said  canvass  was  com- 
pleted they  unlawfully  and  fraudulently,  at  about  the  hour  of  midnight  of  said  November 
7,  without  proclamation  or  without  public  notice,  adjourned,  and  the  two  democratic  in- 
spectors took  the  ballot-box,  with  the  ballots  in  it  and  the  key  thereof,  away  with  them  and 
kept  the  same  concealed  from  the  public  until  ten  o^clock  of  the  next  day,  not  leaving  in  the 
.  hands  of  the  republican  inspector  any  evidence  whatever  of  its  contents.  At  ten  o'clock  of 
November  8  said  inspectors  met  at  a  point  in  said  city  distant  from  the  point  at  which  said 
third-precinct  election  was  held,  and  in  a  different  precinct  of  said  city,  and  there,  without 
notice  to  the  public,  proceeded  to  canvass  the  ballots  then  in  said  box  and  completed  the 
canvass  in  the  afternoon  of  said  dav.  It  is  charged  that  in  thus  conducting  said  election 
and  canvass  in  gross  violation  of  law  a  fraud  was  perpetrated  upon  said  election  in  said 
precinct  and  against  republican  electors,  the  extent  of  which  it  is  impossible  for  the  under- 
signed to  slate. 

Wherefore  it  is  asked  that  your  board  do  not  include  the  pretended  vote  of  said  precinct  in 
4 he  determination  and  declaration  of  the  result  of  said  election. 

J.  P.  EMMONS, 
Of  Counsel  for  Contestants  of  Precinct  No.  3,  &c. 
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PETITION. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Barron, 

Judge  County  Court,  Monroe  County,  Florida : 
Tour  petitioners  would  respectfully  set  forth  that,  having^  been  appraised  by  notice  pub- 
lished in  the  Key  of  the  Gulf,  in  its  issue  of  Saturday,  November  Is,  1876,  that  Joseph  W. 
Roberts,  Benjamin  Peacon,  Thomas  Pyfrom,  Phillips  Orillion,  Calvin  Roberts,  William 
Hendry,  John  Curry,  William  Solomon,  Gideon  Lowe,  William  Fine,  C.  W.  Hendry,  and 
Richard  Curry  have  been  elected  constables  in  and  for  Monroe  County,  Florida,  at  the  late 
election  (November  7,  A.  D.  1876)  for  county  officers ;  and  having  reason  to  believe  that 
your  petitioners  were  legally  elected  to  said  offices,  we  do  hereby  enter  our  protest  against 
the  issuing  of  certificates  of  election  to  said  persons  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  basing 
our  protest  on  the  sworn  testimony  of  one  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election,  together  with 
the  affidavits  of  challengers  and  other  reliable  persons  who  were  at  the  election  neld  at  the 
house  of  one  James  R.  Currv,  and  designated  as  the  third  precinct  in  the  city  of  Key  West. 
It  being  alleged  and  set  forth  in  said  affidavits  that,  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  at  said 
third  precinct,  the  inspectors  of  election  commenced  the  canvass  of  the  vote,  but  discon- 
tinuea  the  same,  by  reason  of  adjournment  at  about  the  hour  of  midnight  on  the  night  of 
November  7,  1876;  that  the  ballots  were  replaced  in  the  ballot-box,  one  democratic  inspect- 
or retaining  the  box,  and  another  democratic  inspector  retaining  the  key  thereof;  that  the 
result  ef  said  election  was  not  determined  or  returns  thereof  made  by  the  inspectors,  as  re- 

auired  bv  law,  prior  to  adjournment ;  that  said  inspectors  assembled  on  the  roUowing  dav, 
[ovember  8, 1876,  at  a  place  other  that  at  which  the  election  had  been  held,  viz,  at  the 

store  of  R.  M.  Kemp,  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors  referred  to,  and  in  another  precinct 
of  the  city  of  Key  West,  where  they  resumed  the  canvass  of  the  vote  polled  at  the  said 
third  precinct,  and  made  up  their  final  return. 

Your  petitioners  furthermore  allege  that  the  registration  or  poll  list  wa^  tampered  with  at 
said  third  precinct  by  the  addition  of  names  thereto  by  the  inspectors  after  it  came  from  the 
county  clerk's  office.  For  these  and  other  good  and  sufficient  reasons  we  pray  your  hon- 
orable court  to  grant  an  injunction  restraining  said  county  clerk  from  issuing  such  certifi- 
cates of  election,  and  that  your  court  order  a  new  canvass  of  the  vote  tor  constables. 
And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

FRANK  SHAVERS, 
•^  SAMUEL  MATHEWS, 

CHARLES  R.  ADAMS, 
THOMAS  POINSETT, 
BENITO  RODRIGUEZ, 
EULOGIO  RODRIGUEZ. 
SAMUEL  MATHEWS, 
HEGINI  BONILLO, 
DOMINGO  REYES, 
CHARLES  B.  MATHEWS, 
DAVID  B.  MATHEWS, 

Petitioners. 
Stvo  n  to  and  snbscribel  this  18th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

ALFRED  BROST,     t8E.\L.J 
Notary  Public. 
To  the  signers  of  the  within : 

Gentlemen:  I  regret  to  say  to  yon  that  I  cannot  legally  issue  a  writ  of  injunction,  as 
you  desire,  having  no  power  under  the  law. 

CHARLES  S.  BARRON, 

County  Judge. 

Key  West,  November  18,  1876. 
I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 
[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public. 
ACTION  OP  THE  CCUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Florida,  comes,  this  20th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Diepo  Andre,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as 
follows,  to  wit:  I  am  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  such  was  called  by  Mr.  John  I.  Barker, 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Monroe  County,  to  come  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  to  his  office,  and  act  as  one  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  to  canvass  the  returns 
of  an  election  held  on  the  7th  for  presidential  electors.  Representative  in  Congress,  and 
State  and  county  officers  in  Monroe  County.  I  did  so.  The  board  consisted  of  said  John 
I.  Baker,  Charles  S.  Baron,  judge  of  the  county  court,  and  myself;  Mr.  Geary  W.  Allen, 
deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  acted  as  our  secretary.    Just  before  we  commenced,  Mr. 
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C.  M.  De  Cespedes  presented  a  protest  against  counting^  the  votes  cast  at  a  polling-place 
known  as  the  third  precinct,  located  in  Key  West,  on  Eaton  street,  at  the  bnilding  of  a  Mr. 
James  R.  Carry,  demanding  that  that  precinct  should  be  thrown  out  because  of  the  failure 
of  the  inspectors  of  that  precinct  to  make  the  canvass  as  required  by  law,  and  for  irregu- 
larity in  tneir  manner  of  conducting  the  election,  and  for  altering  the  poll-list.  Mr.  Barker 
at  once  declined  to  act  upon  the  protest,  saying  that  that  matter  must  be  decided  at  Talla- 
hassee ;  that  we  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  couidnH  do  anythingabout  it  here,  and  had  no 
power  to  cast  out  precincts.  Judge  Barron  agreed  with  him.  We,  however,  agreed  to  re- 
ceive the  protest  of  Mr.  Cespedes,  and  forward  it  with  the  election  returns  to  the  State  board 
of  canvassers  at  Tallahassee.  This  is  my  understanding  of  our  decision.  Mr.  Barker  had 
it  left  to  him  to  forward  the  protest ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  sent  it  or  not.  We 
did  not  examine  into  the  merits  of  Mr.  Cespedes's  claim,  nor  did  we  examine  any  affidavits 
or  proofs  in  support  of  it.  We  did  not  examine  or  decide  upon  the  facts  alleged  to  have 
occurred  at  the  third  precinct,  nor  take  any  evidence  upon  it,  as  we  were  told  by  Mr.  Bar- 
ker that  we  had  no  right  to  do  more  than  forward  the  returns  as  the  inspectors  had  made 
them  to  us,  without  our  rejecting  or  changing  them. 

DIEGO  ANDRE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BROST,     [seal.] 
Notary  Public. 

PROCEEDINGS  AT  PRECINCT  NO.   3. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Florida,  comes  this  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  Juan  M.  Reyes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  in  the  words  and 
fignres  following,  to  wit:  On  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  Key  West,  Fla., at  an 
election  held  for  presidential  electors,  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county 
officers,  I  was  present  as  an  inspector  of  election,  at  a  precinct  or  polling-station  known  as 

frecinct  No.  3,  located  at  the  house  of  James  R.  Curry,  in  Key  West,  Monroe  County, 
'la.,  and  on  Eaton  btreet  The  other  officers  of  the  election  at  that  precinct  were  R.  M. 
Kemp,  inspector,  democrat ;  W.  Bartlum,  inspector,  democrat ;  and  James  S.  Bartlum, 
(brotner  ot  William  Bartlum,  aforesaid  inspector, )  clerk,  also  democrat.  I  was  the  only 
republi  z&n  inspector  or  officer  of  election  present  at  said  precinct.  We  opened  the  polls  at 
8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  sundown.  We  immediately  commenced  to  canvass  the  votes, 
and  continued  canvassing  them  until  about  12  o'clock  p.  m.,  midnight,  when  R.  M.  Kemp 
aforesaid,  one  of  the  inspectors,  proposed  adjourning  till  morning  without  doine  any  more. 
We  had  not  at  that  time  completed  our  canvass.  We  put  the  ballots  back  in  the  box,  and 
R;  M.  Kemp  aforesaid  took  the  box  and  carried  it  away  with  him.  I  suppose  he  took  it  to 
his  home.  It  was  in  his  custody,  as  far  as  I  know,  from  that  time  until  the  next  morning. 
Mr.  William  Bartlum,  the  other  democratic  inspector,  pasted  two  pieces  of  paper  across  ^he 
box,  but  we  did  not  place  either  our  signatures  or  anv  seals  thereon.  Mr.  William  Bartlum 
took  the  key  of  the  box  with  him.  I  had  possession,  through  the  night,  of  neither  Uie  box  or  a 
key  or  the  poll-list  or  any  other  evidence  of  the  result  of  the  election.  Mr.  Kemp  told  us  to 
come  to  his  store  in  the  morning  at  10  o'clock.  The  morning  of  the  8th  I  went  to  Mr. 
Kemp's  store  about  half  past  nine,  but  found  none  of  the  inspectors  there.  Mr.  Kemp's 
clerk  told  me  he  had  gone  to  his  sponge- warehouse,  and  showed  me  the  way  there.  It 
was  the  place  used  on  the  7th  as  a  poUing^place,  known  as  the  second  precinct,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  our  place  at  the  third  precinct.  There  I  found  Mr.  kemp  and  the  two 
Messrs.  Bartlum.  They  had  the  box  with  them,  and  opened  it  and  we  commenced  and 
connted  the  votes  through.  The  night  of  the  7th  it  was  Mr.  Kemp  and  Mr.  William  Bart- 
lum who  suggested  it  was  late,  and  that  we  leave  off  and  commence  fresh  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  count  all  through.  I  don't  know  who  had  charge  of  the  poll-book  that  night, 
bat  it  was  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors,  or  the  clerk.  I  did  not  have  it.  I  would  have 
kept  on  counting  that  night  till  we  finished,  but  the  democratic  inspectors  were  in  the  ma- 
jority, and  so  we  adjourned  as  I  have  stated.  The  morning  of  the  8th  of  November  we 
commenced  afresh  at  the  second  precinct,  and  counted  the  votes  all  through,  and  canvassed 
them  completely,  and,  after  several  counts,  made  them  agree  with  the  poll-book,  but  not  at 
first.  We  then  made  up  our  returns,  and  signed  them,  showing  total  vote  of  460 ;  demo- 
cratic, 401  ;  republican,  59.  We  were  occupied  from  10  o'clock  a.  m.  till  2  o'clock  p.  m.  of 
the  8th  in  doing  this.  During  the  election  of  the  7th,  several  voters  were  challenged  at 
the  third  precinct  by  republicans.  The  voters  immediately  took  the  oath,  and  their  votes 
were  received,  and  the  names  of  the  voters  were  then,  by  Mr.  Kemp  aforesaid,  written  on 
the  poll-book  or  registration-list,  some  in  ink  and  some  in  pencil.  During  the  7th,  the  re- 
publican challengers  were  utterly  ignored.  If  they  made  an  objection  or  asked  a  question, 
the  crowd  would  tell  the  challenged  partv  to  go  on  and  vote :  so  the  challengers  got  dis- 
couraged and  could  do  nothing.  None  of  the  challenged  votes  were  refused,  and  none  of 
the  votes  were  marked  as  challenged. 

JUAN  M.  REYES. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20t'i  day  of  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public. 
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ILLEGAL  VOTERS. 

8tate  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  pablic  in  and  for  tbe  county  of  Monroe,  comes,  this 
14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Charles  T.  F.  Clark,  who,  bein|r  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  sajTs  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  in  Key  West,  Fla.,  at  an  election  held  for 
presidential  electors,  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers,  he  was 
present  as  a  challenfrer  at  precinct  known  as  No.  3,  located  at  the  honse  of  one  James  R. 
Curry,  on  Eaton  street  in  said  city  of  Key  West;  that  during^  the  election  at  said  prednct, 
tbe  following*named  persons,  viz,  Christopher  Bravo,  Michael  Carey,  Samuel  W.  John- 
son, n.  F.  Pent,  William  S.  Roberts,  and  William  Sands,  offered  their  votes,  which  were 
severally  challenged  on  the  ground  that  ther  bad  not  been  in  the  State  one  year,  and  in 
the  county  six  months ;  that  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  registration  or  poll  list, 
as  it  came  from  the  county  clerk's  office  ;  that  their  votes  were  received  (they  having  first 
taken  oath  as  required  by  law)  by  the  inspectors,  and  put  in  tbe  ballot-box,  and  their 
names  added  to  the  registration  or  poll  list  by  the  inspectors,  notwithstanding  the  protest 
and  challenge  of  the  deponent 

The  deponent  further  testifies  that  upon  examining  tbe  original  registration  or  poll 
list  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  he  found  that  the  names  of  Samuel  W.  Johnson, 
William  S.  Roberts,  and  William  B.  Curry  do  not  appear  on  the  list,  they  having  never 
been  registered,  (the  latter,  although  not  mentioned  among  the  other  names  as  being  chal- 
lenged, was  also  challenged  by  deponent ;)  and  that  the  names  of  Christopher  Bravo  and 
H.F.  Pent  had  been  stricken^off  tne  list  by  board  of  county  commissioners  as  having  left 
the  State. 

The  deponent  further  testifies  that  he  is  the  editor  of  the  Key  West  Dispatch,  a  news- 
paper published  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  and,  being  anxious  to  procure  tbe  result  of  election  as 
soon  as  possible,  remained  at  the  precinct  after  the  closing  of  the  polls,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
keeping  a  check-list  of  the  canvass ;  that  the  canvass  or  the  votes  was  commenced,  but 
discontinued  about  midnight,  and  before  its  completion,  in  consequence  of  the  adjoamment 
of  the  board  of  inspectors,  one  of  said  inspectors  (Juan*  M.  Reyes)  leaving  the  building 
where  the  election  had  been  held  in  company  with  deponent  after  said  adjournment  of  the 
board  of  inspectors. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  to  his  knowledge  tbe  said  board  of  inspectors  assembled 
at  about  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  November  8,  1876,  at  a  place  other  than  that  at 
which  the  polls  had  been  held,  viz,  at  a  sponge-store  owned  or  controlled  by  one  of  said 
inspectors,  and  located  in  another  precinct  of  the  city  of  Key  West,  where  they  eompleted 
the  canvass  of  the  votes  polled  at  preciuct  No.  3,  and  made  up  their  final  return. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  during  the  election  on  the  7th  November  as  aforesaid, 
be  was  bullied,  overawed,  and  deterred  by  democrats  from  doing  his  whole  duty  as  a 
challenger. 

CHAS.  T.  F.  CLARKE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  ibis  14th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 

VIOLENCE  TOWARD  A  CHALLENGER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Charles  T.  F.  Clark,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  in  words  and  figures,  as  follows  : 
I  desire  to  extend  an  affidavit  made  by  me  before  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Monroe,  on  the  J 4th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  relative  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  tbe  same,  in  order  to  explain  in  what  manner  I  was  bullied,  overawed,  and  de- 
terred by  democrats  from  doing  my  whole  duty  as  a  challenger. 

1st.  I  am  a  colored  man ;  tbe  only  one  present  at  the  opening  of  the  polls  at  precint  No.  3, 
in  tbe  county  of  Monroe  ;  and  in  politics  a  republican. 

2d.  Whenever  I  would  challenge  I  would  oe  told  that  I  was  in  the  wrong  part  of  tbe 
town.  This  I  took  as  a  threat ;  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  feeling  which  exists  among  the  whites 
(all  democrats)  of  that  portion  of  the  town  toward  the  colored  republicans,  and  tbe  ill-treat- 
ment such  colored  republicans  have  from  time  to  time  received  at  their  hands. 

3d.  On  several  occasions  I  was  roughly  pushed  aside  and  told  by  democrats,  **  By  God, 
you  are  trusting  yourself ; "  ( thereby  meaning  that  I  was  risking  mvself ; )  *  *  You  had  better  dry 
up  and  quit,  Clark ;"  "Be  damned  if  there  won't  be  hell  to  pay  before  this  thing  is  throogh, 
with  somebody,"  and  all  such  like ;  which,  from  the  determined  and  angry  manner  in  which 
the  words  were  spoken,  coupled  with  private  signs  from  one  to  the  other,  fully  convinced  me 
that  I  was  in  a  dangerous  position  among  them. 

4th.  I  discovered  toward  afternoon  that  many  of  the  white  democrats  carried  fire-arms 
about  their  person. 

5tb.  At  about  2  p.  m.  I  left  the  polls  for  dinner,  but  lefi  two  colored  republicans  (who  had 
just  arrived  to  relieve  me)  in  my  place.  On  returning  I  found  them  outside  of  the  building 
in  which  the  polls  were  held  ;  I  asked  the  cause  of  their  being  there  and  they  siud  they  were 
discouraged,  as  some  fellows  within  seemed  beset  upon  creating  a  row,  and  who  told  them 
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tbey  had  better  leave  and  go  to  the  nigger  precinct,  or  they  would  have  to  take  the  conse 
quences. 

I  further  doBire  to  state  most  emphatically  that  from  the  general  manner  of  the  actions  of 
the  aforesaid  white  democrats  around  the  polls  of  the  before-mentioned  precinct,  I  was  greatly 
alarmed,  although  pretended  not  to  be. 

On  finding  that  my  challenging  the  votes  of  those  offering  them  did  no  good,  (for  the  in- 
spectors allowed  them  to  vote  notwithstandiug, )  I  discoo  tinned  challenging  such  in  disgust, 
and  how  many  such  voted  I  am  unable  to  say. 

I  finally  assert  that  the  adjournment  of  the  board  of  inspectors  at  about  midnight  aforesaid 
was  for  the  purpose  of  committing  fraud,  as  the  result  of  precincts  Nos.  3,2,  and  4  gave  the 
republicans  a  smi^  majoritv,  but  the  next  day  afier  the  inspectors  of  precinct  No.  3  had 
gone  over  the  work  it  was  round  that  the  democrats  had  a  majority.  Before  the  ballot-box 
was  taken  away  the  inspector  who  deposited  the  votes  in  that  box  pasted  a  slip  of  paper 
across  it,  but  the  slip  of  paper  did  not  receive  the  signatures  of  the  inspectors,  nor  was  it 
protected  with  a  seal  of  any  description. 

At  the  adjournment  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors  took  the  ballot-box,  the  other 
democratic  inspector  the  key,  the  clerk  (a  democrat)  the  check -list,  and  all  they  gave  the 
republican  inspector  was  a  niece  of  candle  to  light  his  way  down-stairs.  The  persons  named 
in  my  first  amdavit,  of  ]4tn  November,  and  others,  on  being  challeoged  for  lack  of  regis- 
tration were  not  required  in  any  instance  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  6,  186S.  (Bush's  Digest,  page  301.)  No  one  of  such  challenged 
persons  declared  on  oath,  or  was  asked  to  declare  on  oath,  that  his  name  had  been  improp- 
erly struck  off  from  the  list  of  registeied  voters. 

I  positively  swear  that  to  my  Imowledge  fifty-five  colored  voters  (Cubans)  were  deterred 
from  voting  at  precinct  No.  3  in  consequence  of  crowds  of  white  democrats  walking  through 
the  streets  adjacent  to  the  poll  issuing  threats. 

CHAS.  T.  F.  CLARK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

ED.  M.  CHENY, 

Notary  Public  at  Large. 

STATEMENT  OF  F.  N.  WICKER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  Couuty,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  E.  M.  Cheney,  a  notary  public  at  large  in  and  for  the  State 
of  Florida,  Frank  N.  Wicker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  in  words  and  figures  as  follows  : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Key  West,  Monroe  County,  Florida.  I  was  present  at  the  several  fol- 
lowing precincts  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  at  various  times,  during  the  election  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  presidential  electors,  Representative  in  Congress,  and 
State  and  county  officers. 

At  about  12  o'clock,  midnight,  November  7, 1876, 1  visited  the  several  precincts  where 
elections  had  been  held,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  result  of  said  election.  At  pre- 
cinct No.  1,  the  canvass  was  completed,  and  the  result  known  and  obtaioed  by  myself  and 
others.  At  precinct  number  4,  the  next  one  visited,  the  canvass  was  also  completed  and 
the  [result  fullv  i  determined  and  noted.  At  precinct  number  2  the  canvass  was  complete 
and  the  result  known  and  memoranda  thereof  duly  made  by  myself,  as  in  the  other  cases 
referred  to.  I  then  drove  to  precinct  number  3,  but  found  that  the  inspectors  of  election 
at  said  precinct  had  adjourned  and  gone  to  their  several  hemes,  taking  with  them  the  ballot- 
box,  registration-book,  and  poll-list ;  that  said  canvass  was  supposed  to  be  complete.  I  as- 
certained the  result  as  reported  by  parties  who  were  present  during  the  canvass  of  the  vote 
at  said  third  precinct  until  the  suspension  of  the  canvass  by  adjournment  of  the  inspectors, 
which  result  was  then  by  myself  added  to  the  results  as  ascertained  at  the  other  precincts 
referred  to,  and  which  combined  results  gave  a  republican  majority  in  the  city  of  Key  West, 
and  was  so  reported  by  me  to  the  chairman  of  the  republican  campaign  committee. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  November  8, 1876,  and  after  the  re-assembling 
of  the  inspectors  and  recanvass  by  them  of  the  vote  polled  at  said  third  precinct,  (the  recan- 
vass  being  conducted  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  election  had  been  held,  viz,  at 
a  place  of  business  owned  or  controlled  by  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors,  and  in  another 
precinct  of  the  city  of  Key  West,)  it  was  reported  that  the  combined  result  of  votes  polled 
at  the  various  precincts  in  said  city  of  Key  West  gave  a  small  democratic  majority.  I  would 
further  state  that  the  votes  polled  at  precinct  numbers  1  and  2  were  much  larger  at  each 
of  said  precincts  than  at  precinct  number  3,  and  necessarily  required  more  time  m  making 
the  canvass  and  return  thereof,  and  yet  the  inspectors  at  said  precincts  (1  and  2)  com- 
pleted the  canvass  and  made  up  their  final  returns  about  midnight  of  November  7, 1676  ; 
that  the  inspectors  of  precinct  number  3  had  no  excuse  for  suspending  the  canvass  and 
adjourning  before  completing  the  canvass  and  making  Up  their  final  return  as  required  by 
law.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  intimidation  in  a  direct  and  indirect  maimer  caused 
the  loss  of  many  votes  which  would  have  been  cast  by  colored  men  for  the  republican  can- 
didates. 

That  notices  were  posted  in  front  of  the  residences  of  several  prominent  democrats  resid- 
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isg  io  the  city  of  Key  West,  warning^  tbem  not  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  under  penalty  ot 
having  their  hoiues  named  down ;  that  said  notices  were  written  in  a  disgaised  hand  and 
so  woraed  and  misspelled  as  to  convey  the  impression  that  they  had  been  written  by  a  col- 
ored person,  when,  in  fact,  they  were,  in  my  solemn  jud^ent,  and  in  the  opinion  expressed 
to  me  by  several  democrats,  the  emanation  of  democratic  rascality  in  order  to  more  folly 
and  thoroQffhly  aroose  the  spirit  of  hostility  among  the  white  people  against  the  onoffend- 
ing  colored  citizens. 

This  and  many  other  carefnlly-prepared  snbjects  of  conversation  and  romor  had  the  de- 
sired effect  upon  the  minds  of  many  of  the  colored  citiaens,  who  were  thus  prevented  throogfa 
fear  from  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
science, if  exercised  at  all.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  previous  to,  during,  and  after  the 
election  democratic  citizens  pretended  to  fear  that  a  riot  was  in  contemplation  by  the  col- 
ored citizens,  and  that  their — the  white  citizens*,  democrats* — ^lives  would  be  in  danger,  pre- 
tending that  this  was  an  excuse  for  arming  themselves,  when  there  was  not  in  tact  the 
slightest  cause  therefor ;  by  which  arming  and  threats  colored  citizens  were  intimidated. 
The  truth  is  the  democrats,  or  a. few  of  the  more  unscrupulous  leaders,  were  anxious  for  a 
riot  in  order  that  the^  might  have  an  opportunity  of  shooting  colored  people*  Even  the 
cheering  of  colored  citizens  over  telegrapnic  renorts  of  republican  victories  was  sought  by 
democrats  as  a  pretext  for  starting  the  report  toat  a  riot  had  commenced,  and  in  one  in- 
stance severd  shots  were  fired  into  a  procession  of  Cubans  and  colored  people  who  were 
celebrating  a  republican  victory.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  many  leading  democrats, 
citizens  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  pretended  to  credit  the  report  which  was  originated  hj  demo- 
crats that  the  Cubans  and  colored  people  were  being  armed  from  the  custom-house  at  Key 
West ;  that  there  were  large  grindstones  in  rear  of  the  custom-house,  and  on  which  the 
Cubans  were  grinding  their  macnetes.  Among  those  who  called  upon  me  for  information  in 
regard  to  the  reported  issue  of  arms  from  the  custom-house  was  no  less  a  personage  than  the 
democratic  mayor  of  Key  West. 

I  would  furthermore  state  that  there  were  no  grindstones  in  rear  of  the  custom-house  on 
which  knives  could  be  sharpened,  and  that  no  arms  were  issued  from  the  custom-house  aside 
from  those  represented  in  a  few  hundred  copies  of  Nast^s  celebrated  picture  entitled,  "  Hold  the 
Fort,"  which  were  distributed  to  any  and  all  persons  desiring  them.  From  these  and  other 
trifling  circumstances,  the  democrats  pretended  to  believe  that  their  lives  were  in  danger, 
and  thus  sought  excuses  for  making  threats  against  the  colored  citizens,  at  the  same  time  af- 
fecting an  over-zealousness  in  maintaining  order,  and  that,  too,  at  times  and  places  where 
good  order  invariably  prevailed.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  efforts  were  made  by  tiie 
democrats  to  discourage  and  dishearten  the  colored  citizens,  and  to  check  and  subdue  their 
usually  buovant  and  happy  spirits.  The  democratic  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Key 
West  passed  a  resolution  prohibiting  bands  of  music  from  appearing  in  public  during^  Um 
day  or  election,  November  7,  and  though  there  were  several  organized  bands  of  music  at 
Key  West,  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  especially  to  prevent  me  colored  band  from  mak- 
ing its  appearance  on  that  day.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  the  United  States  marshal 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida  declined  to  appoint  special  deputies  for  service  during 
the  election,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority  therefor  under  the  law,  Key  West  not 
having  a  population  of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants.  Neither  were  the  supervisors  ap- 
point^ for  the  various  precincts  or  polling-places  to  guard  and  scrutinize  the  election  as 
provided  for  by  law,  and  in  consequence  of  which  and  the  absence  of  United  States  deputy 
marshals,  there  was  no  protection  at  the  polls,  especially  at  precinct  No.  3,  where  it  wa 
absolutely  necessary  and  where  the  democrats  had  full  controL 

I  would  furthermore  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  official  canvass  at  precincts  Nos.  1,2, 
and  4,  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  and  the  reported  result  at  precinct  No.  3,  where  the  canvass 
was  suspended,  which  combined  results  gave  a  republican  minority  in  the  city  ai  Key 
West,  was  correct,  and  that  tbe  revision  of  the  canvass  at  said  third  precinct  was  done  ror 
the  purpose  of  changing  the  result,  as  the  recanvass  of  the  vote  polled  at  said  third  precinct 
on  the  day  following  the  election,  and  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  election  had 
been  held,  resulted  in  giving  a  small  democratic  majority,  instead  of  a  republican  majority, 
as  was  at  first  understood  and  reported.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  the  inspectors  at 
precinct  No.  3  were  men  of  intelligence,  who  understood  the  law  govemin|^  elections,  and 
that  they  were  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  law  which  was  furnished  for  their  information  and 
guidance  during  the  said  election  ;  that  the  two  democratic  inspectors  were  business-men 
and  skilled  accountants,  and  knew  their  actions  in  suspending  the  canvass  at  the  said  third 
precinct  was  illegal. 
^  FRANK  N.  WICKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

E.  M.  CHENEY 
Notary  Poblic  at  Large. 

FRAUD  AND  INTIMIDAl  ION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  Brown,  a  notary  public  at  large  for  the  State  of 
Florida,  Manuel  Govin,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  in  words  and  figures  as 
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follows :  I  am  a  resident  of  JacksonyUle,  Fla.;  that  I  was  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  Monroe 
County,  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  remained  there  until  the 
sixteenth  day  of  said  mouth ;  that  I  was  present  at  all  the  pubic  demonstrations  had  in 
said  locality  during^  my  stay  there,  and  that  I  never  saw  any  kind  of  threats  made  by  the 
colored  people  or  the  Cubans  against  the  democrats,  each  other,  or  any  organization  of  a 
political  character ;  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  the  aay  of  said  election, 
1  visited  each  and  every  polling-precinct  in  said  city,  in  company  with  different  electors,  and 
at  different  times  during  the  day  of  election ;  that  I  found  precincts  Nos.  1  and  4  always 
correct  and  the  election  proceeding  quietly,  orderly,  peaceably,  and  in  accordance  with  law ; 
not  so,  however,  with  precincts  Nos.  2  and  3 ;  that  at  procinct  No.  2  he  requested  Mr.  M. 
Escassi  to  remain  at  the  polls  to  protect  the  Cubans  and  colored  people,  who  were  being  de- 
prived and  denied  the  right  of  voting  by  and  through  intimidation  and  impertinent  questions 
not  authorized  by  law ;  that  there  were  many  illegal  votes  cast,  some  by  persons  under 
age,  others  by  non-residents,  all  of  whom  voted  the  democratic  ticket  I  furthermore  assert 
that,  at  precinct  No.  3,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  intimidation,  so  much  so  thatft'om  fifty-five 
to  sixty  Cubans  and  colored  people  were  prevented  from  castine  their  legal  votes ;  fights 
and  the  display  of  various  kinds  of  weapons  were  used  around  the  polls  by  democrats  at 
that  precinct ;  that  said  precinct  was  thoroughly  under  the  control  of  democrats.  I  further 
assert  that  the  republican  challenger  at  said  precinct  was  also  intimidated  and  pre- 
vented from  doing  nis  duty  as  such,  for  fear  of  his  life.  I  further  assert  that  those  persons 
not  registered  and  who  were  not  legal  voters  were  allowed  to  vote  at  said  precinct,  and 
said  persons  all  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  and  that  the  inspectors  of  election  at  said  pre- 
cincts deliberately  and  without  authority  of  law  entered  the  names  of  said  persons  upon  the 
registration-book.  I  further  assert  that  during  the  evening  of  said  election  I  visited,  in 
company  with  Mr.  M.  Escassi  and  Col.  F.  N.  Wicker,  the  different  polls,  and  took  the  re- 
turns of  polls  Nos.  2  and  4  after  the  inspectors  at  said  precincts  had  completed  the  can- 
vass and  made  up  their  final  returns ;  that  I  then  proceeded  to  precinct  No.  3,  where  I  found 
several  present,  who  informed  me  of  the  result  of  the  vote  cast  at  said  precinct,  as  was  ascer- 
tained at  the  time  of  adjournment  ef  the  board  of  inspectors  at  said  precinct,  and  that 
all  the  votes  cast  at  said  precincts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  gave  a  republican  majority. 
I  further  assert,  that  on  November  8,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  learned  that  a  democratic 
majority  had  been  returned.  I  further  assert  that  on  account  of  fraud  and  intimidation  at 
said  third  precinct  there  were  over  fifty  Cubans  and  colored  voters  who  were  deterred  from 
casting  their  ballots  at  said  election,  although  they  were  legal  voters  at  said  election,  and 
would  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  had  they  been  permitted  so  to  do.  I  further  assert 
that  I  received  through  the  mails  the  day  before  the  election  anonymous  communications, 
to  the  effect  that  if  I  accompanied  the  republican  procession  and  should  appear  on  the  streets 
on  the  day  of  election  diy  hfe  would  be  in  danger,  and  I  verily  believe  this  was  done  to  in- 
timidate me  and  prevent  me  from  exercising  my  rights  as  an  American  citizen  and  deterring 
me  from  advising  and  counseling  the  Cuban  voters  at  Key  West,  who  sought  and  asked  my 
advice,  seven-eighths  of  whom  desired  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  entire.  I  further  assert 
that  the  republicans  had  no  protection  whatever  during  the  said  election,  as  there  was  no 
United  States  deputy  marshal  or  supervisors  of  election  appointed  to  guard  and  scrutinize 
said  election  as  guaranteed  by  law,  an  application  for  the  same  having  been  made  in  due 
form ;  even  music  by  the  colored  band  having  been  prohibited  by  the  city  authorities  during 
the  day  of  election.  I  furliier  assert  that  the  suspension  of  the  canvass  and  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  board  of  inspectors  at  precinct  No.  3  was  done  for  the  pbrpose  and  with  Uie  in- 
tent to  defraud  and  thereoy  reverse  the  verdict  of  the  people. 

MAN.  GOVIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  1st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  Joseph  brown. 

Notary  Public  at  Large. 

NAMES  ILLEGALLY  ADDED  TO  REGISTER. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  State  of 
Florida,  comes,  this  fifteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Euligio  Rodreguez,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Key 
West,  Fla.,  at  an  election  held  for  presidential  electors.  Representative  in  Congress,  and 
State  and  county  officers,  he  was  present  at  precinct  known  as  number  three,  located  at  the 
house  of  one  James  R.  Curry,  on  Eaton  street,  in  said  city  of  Key  West ;  that,  during  the 
election  held  at  said  precinct,  the  following-named  persons,  viz,  Christopher  Bravo,  Michael 
Carey,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent,  Wm.  S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands  offered  their 
votes,  which  were  severally  challenge,  on  the  ground  that  thev  were  not  legal  voters,  not 
having  been  in  the  State  one  year,  and  in  the  county  six  months,  as  requirS  by  law,  and 
that  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  registration-book  ;  that  their  votes  were  received 
by  the  inspectors  and  placed  in  the  ballot-box,  and  their  names  added  to  the  registration  or 
poll  list  by  the  inspectors :  two  of  said  names,  viz,  Christopher  Bravo  and  Michael  Carey, 
being  written  on  the  poll-list  in  ink,  and  the  names  of  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent,  Wm. 
S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands,  being  written  in  pencil. 
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Deponent  further 'testifies  tbi^  he  was  present  at  said  piednct  at  the  time  of  cksini;  the 
polls,  and  renuuned  until  about  twelve  o  clock,  midnight,  at  which  time  the  inspectors  dis- 
continued the  canvass  of  the  votes,  and  adjourned. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  Uie  result  of  the  election  at  said  third  product  was  not 
determined,  or  oartifieatas  of  election  made,  prior  to  the  adjournment  <^  said  board  of  in- 
spectors. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  ballots  were  replaced  in  the  ballot-box,  which  was 
locked,  one  democratic  inspector  retaining  the  box,  ana  another  democratic  inspector  retain- 
ing the  key  thereof. 

Deponoit  further  testifies  that  the  canvass  of  said  third  precinct  vote  was  resumed  on  the 
mommg  of  November  8,  1876,  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  votes  had  been  polled 
viz,  at  the  place  of  business  of  R.  Bl.  Kemp,  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors  before  refened 
to,  and  in  another  precinct  of  said  city  or  Key  West,  where  Uie  vote  wa«  canvassed  and 
final  returns  made  and  signed  by  the  inspectors. 

EULOGIA  RODRIGUEZ. 

ffwom  ^o  and  subscribed  before  me  this  J.^th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  and  sworn  to  before  me, 
[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 

MIGRATOKY  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  countv  of  Monroe,  and  State  of 
Florida,  comes,  this  fifteenth  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Frederic  de  Armas,  who,  \mng 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  18^6,  in  Key 
West,  Fla.,  at  an  election  held  for  presidential  electors.  Representatives  in  Congress,  and 
State  and  county  officers,  he  was  present  as  a  challenger  at  precinct  known  as  number  three, 
located  at  the  house  of  one  James  R.  Curry,  on  Eaton  street,  in  said  city  of  Key  West ; 
that,  during  the  election  held  at  said  precinct,  the  following-named  persons,  viz,  Chjistopher 
Bravo,  Michael  Carey,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent,  Wm.  S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands 
offered  their  votes,  which  were  severally  challenged,  on  Uie  gpround  that  they  were  not  1^^ 
voters,  not  having  been  in  the  State  one  year,  and  in  the  county  six  months,  as  required  bj 
law,  and  that  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  registration-book ;  that  their  votes  were 
received  by  the  inspector  and  placed  in  the  ballot-box,  and  their  names  added  to  the  regis- 
tration or  poll  list  by  the  inspector,  two  of  said  names,  viz,  Christopher  Bravo  and  Michael 
Carey,  being  written  on  the  poll-list  in  ink,  and  the  names  of  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F. 
Pent,  Wm.  B.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands  being  written  in  pencil. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  he  was  present  at  said  third  precinct  at  the  time  of  dot- 
ing the  polls,  and  remained  until  about  twelve  o'clock,  midnight,  at  which  time  the  inspect- 
ors discontinued  the  canvass  of  the  votes,  and  a^ourned. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  third  precinct  was  not  de- 
termined, or  certificates  of  election  made,  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  said  board  of  inspect- 
ors. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  ballots  were  replaced  in  the  ballot-box,  which  was 
locked,  one  democratic  inspector  retaining  the  box,  and  another  democratic  inspector  retain- 
ing the  key  thereof. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  canvass  of  said  third  precinct  vote  was  resumed  on 
the  morning  of  November  8,  1876,  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  votes  had  been 
polled,  viz,  at  the  place  of  business  of  R.  M.  Kemp,  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors  be- 
fore referred  to,  and  in  another  precinct  of  the  city  of  Key  West,  where  the  vote  was  can- 
vassed and  final  returns  made  and  signed  by  the  inspectors. 

FREDERICK  DE  ARMAS 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  15th  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BR08T, 

Notary  Public 

I  certifv  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  affidavit  n.ade  and  sworn  to  before  me. 
[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  CHARLES  T.  F.  CLARK. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  comes,  thi 
fourteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Charles  T.  F.  Clark,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
Ijoses  and  says  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  in  Key  West,  Fla.,  at  an  elec- 
tion held  for  presidential  electors,  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and  couDty 
officers,  I'e  was  present  as  a  challenger  at  precinct  known  as  number  three,  located 
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at  the  bonse  of  one  James  R.  Corry,  on  Eaton  street,  in  said  city  of  Key  West ; 
that,  during^  the  election  at  said  precinct,  the  following-named  persons,  viz,  Chtistopher 
BrsYo,  Michael  Carey,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent,  Wm.  S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands , 
offered  their  votes,  which  were  severally  challenged,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  not  been 
in  the  State  one  year,  and  in  the  county  six  months  ;  that  their  name)  did  not  appear  upon 
the  registration  or  poll  list  as  it  came  from  the  countv  clerk's  office ;  th»t  their  votes  were 
received  (they  having  first  taken  oath  as  required  by  law)  by  the  inspectors  and  put  in  the 
ballot-box,  and  their  names  added  to  the  registration  or  poll  list  by  the  inspectors,  notwith- 
standing the  protest  and  challenge  of  the  deponent. 

The  deponent  further  testifies  that,  upon  ezimining  the  original  rej-istration  or  poll 
list,  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  he  found  that  the  names  of  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  Wm. 
S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  B.  Curry  do  not  appear  on  the  list,  they  having  never  been  registered, 
(the  latter,  although  not  mentioned  among  the  others  as  being  challenged,  was  also  chal- 
lenged by  deponent,)  and  that  the  names  of  Christopher  Bravo  and  H.  F.  Pent  had  been 
stricken  off  tne  list  by  board  of  county  commissioners  as  having  lefc  the  State. 

The  deponent  further  testifies  that  he  is  the  editor  of  the  Key  West  Dispatch,  a  newspa- 
per published  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  and,  being  anxious  to  procure  the  result  of  the  election  as 
soon  as  possible,  remained  at  the  precinct  after  the  closing  of  the  polls,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  a  check- list  of  the  canvass. 

That  the  canvass  of  the  votes  was  commenced,  but  discontinued  about  midnight,  and  be* 
fore  its  completion,  in  consequence  of  the  adjournment  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  Juan  M. 
Reyes  leaving  the  building  where  the  election  had  been  held,  in  company  with  deponent, 
after  said  adjournment  of  the  board  of  inspectors. 

Deponent  further  testifies  to  his  knowledge  the  said  board  of  inspectors  assembled  at 
about  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  November  8,  li:^6,  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which 
the  polls  had  been  held,  viz,  at  a  sponge  store  owned  and  controlled  by  one  of  the  said  in- 
spectors, and  located  in  another  precinct  of  the  city  of  Key  West,  where  they  completed  the 
c^ftuvass  of  the  votes  polled  at  precinct  number  three,  and  made  up  their  final  return. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  during  the  election  on  the  seventh  November,  as  aforesaid, 
he  was  bullied,  overawed,  and  deterred  by  democrats  fro  n  doing  his.  whole  duty  as  a  chal- 
lenger. 

CHAS.  T.  t,  CLARK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  fourteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public. 

DISCHARGED  FOR   VOTING  A  REPUBLICAN  TrCKET. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  Monroe  County,  Stale 
of  Florida,  Fiederick  F.  Johnson, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
laborer  by  profession,  and  have  been  in  the  employ  of  William  D.  Cash,  merchant,  at  Key 
West,  Florida,  for  a  period  of  ten  years  and  a  half.  I  am  a  republican,  and  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  at  the  election  held  in  Key  West  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876.  I  was 
discharged  from  further  employment  by  the  said  William  D.  Cash  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, on  account  of  having  voted  a  republican  ticket.  Mr.  Cash  is  a  democrat,  and  has 
frequently  requested  me  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  which  I  declined  to  do. 

FREDERICK  F.  JOHNSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  thii  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF   ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Key  West,  in  the  county 
of  Monroe,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  ld6!J, 
and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result 
of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz :  For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew 
received  four  hundred  and  one  (401)  votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  fifty-nine  (59) 
votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  four  hundred  and  two  (402) 
votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  fifty-eight  {S6)  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  four  hundred  and  two 
(402)  votes  ;  William  J.  Purman  received  filty-eight  (58)  votes. 

For  member  of  assembly,  Jeptha  S.  Harris  received  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  (397) 
votes :  C.  M.  De  Cespedes  received  fifty-eight (58)  votes ;  Walter  C.  Montgomery,  sr.,  received 
three  (3)  votes;  Beverly  B.  Brown  received  one  (1)  vote. 

For  presidential  electors,  James  £.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  one  (401)  votes; 
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WilkiDsoD  Call  received  four  handred  and  one  (401)  votes ;  Robert  B»  Hilton  received  four 
hundred  and  one  (401)  votes;  Robert  Bollock  received  foar  hundred  and  one  (401)  votes: 
Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  fifty-nine  (59)  votes  ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  receiTwi  fiftj-nine 
(59)  votes ;  William  H.  Hoi  den  received  fiftj-nine  (59)  votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received 
fifty-nine  (59)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Key  West,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eieht  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

R.  M.  KEMP. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JUAN  MARIA  REYES, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
WM.  J.  BARTLUM, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOSEPH  BARTLUM, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

NAMES  ILLEGALLY  ADDED  TO  REGISTER. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida, 
comes,  this  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Frederic  de  Armas,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1H76,  in  Key  West, 
Fla  ,  at  an  election  held  for  presidential  electors,  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and 
county  officers,  he  was  present  as  a  challenger  at  precinct  known  as  No.  3,  located  at  the 
house  of  one  James  R.Curry,  on  Eaton  street,  in  said  city  of  Key  West  ;  that  during  the 
election  held  at  said  precinct  the  following- named  persons,  viz,  Christopher  Bravo,  Michael 
Curry,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent,  Wm.  S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands  offered  their 
votes,  which  were  severally  challenged  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  legal  voters,  not 
having  been  iu  the  State  one  year  and  in  the  cbuntv  six  mouths  as  required  by  law,  and 
that  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  registration-book ;  that  their  votes  were  received 
by  the  inspectors  and  placed  in  tbe  ballot-box  and  their  names  added  to  the  registration  or 
poll  list  by  the  inspectors,  two  of  said  names,  viz,  Christopher  Bravo  and  Michael  Curry, 
being  written  on  the  poll-list  in  ink,  and  the  other  names,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.Pent, 
Wm.  S.  Roberts,  and  Wm.  Sands,  being  written  in  pencil. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  he  was  present  at  said  third  precinct  at  the  time  of  the  clos- 
ing of  the  polls,  and  remained  until  about  twelve  o'clock  midnight,  at  which  time  the  inspect- 
ors discontinued  the  canvass  of  the  votes  and  adjourned. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  tbe  result  of  said  election  at  said  third  precinct  was  not  de- 
termined, or  certificates  of  election  made,  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  said  board  of  inspectors. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  ballots  were  replaced  iu  tbe  ballot-box,  which  was 
locked,  one  democratic  inspector  retaining  the  box  ana  another  democratic  inspector  retain- 
ing the  key  thereof. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  canvass  of  said  third  precinct  vote  was  resumed  on  tbe 
rooming  of  November  8,  1876,  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  votes  had  been  polled, 
viz,  at  the  place  of  business  of  R.  M.  Kemp,  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors  before  referred 
to,  and  in  another  precinct  of  said  city  of  Key  West,  where  the  vote  was  canvassed  and  final 
returns  made  and  signed  by  the  inspectors. 

FREDERIC  DE  ARMAS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  15th  day  of  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BROST,    [seau] 
Notary  Pub.ic 
THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  ELECTION. 

State  ot  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  James  T.  Magh^,  a  nctary  public  at  large  for  the  Stake 
of  Florida,  Frank  M.  Wicker,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  citiaen 
of  Key  West,  Monroe  County,  and  State  aforesaid,  and  that  he  has  resided  there  for  a 
period  of  nearly  seven  years  ;  that  he  is  chairman  of  the  Monroe  County  republican  execn* 
tive  committee,  and  as  such  was  particular! v  anxions  and  watchful  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  tbe  election  held  in  said  city  of  Key  West,  November  7,  1876,  for  pr^idential 
electors.  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers  was  conducted. 

That  he  visited  polling-precincts  numbered  one,  two,  three,  and  four  at  difierent  times 
during  the  day  of  said  election,  and  at  one  visited  all  of  said  precincts  in  company  with 
James  G.  Jones,  United  States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida;  that  at  precinct 
number  four,  and  at  the  time  of  said  visit,  Jepther  V.  Harris,  democratic  candidate  for  memlMr 
of  assembly,  made  complaint  that  one  colored  man  had  endeavored  by  threats  to  prevent 
another  colored  man  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  Deponent  further  states  that  be 
took  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  alleged  case  of  intimidation,  and  re- 
quested the  8aid  Harris  to  present  the  colored  man  who  was  alleged  to  have  made  threats, 
but  the  said  Harris  was  unable  so  to  do,  saying  that  the  man  had  disappeared  in  the  crowd 
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and  cociM  not  be  fonnd.  Deponent  further  states  that  he  made  diligent  ioquiry  amon^  the 
colored  people  present  at  said  tourtb  precinct  in  regard  to  the  allej^ed  threatening  language,  and 
was  informed  that  one  colored  man  was  simply  chaffing  another  one,  employing  language 
characteristic  among  colored  people,  and  that  no  threats  were  made  or  intended.  Deponent 
farther  states  that  the  number  ofpeople  present  at  said  fourth  precinct  at  this  time  did  not  ex- 
ceed twenty-five,  and  yet  neither  assailant  nor  assailed  could  be  fonnd.  Deponent  further 
states  that  he  was  present  at  precinct  No.  3  several  times  during  the  day  of  said  election,  re- 
maining from  a  quarter  to  half  an  hour  in  each  instance ;  and  at  no  time  during  his  visits  to 
said  third  precinct,  and  he  met  the  said  Harris  thereat.  Deponent  farther  states  that  the 
illegal  interruption  of  the  canvass  at  said  third  precinct,  and  its  resumption  the  next  day  at 
another  place,  was  commented  upon,  and  that  leading  democrats  were  fully  aware  that  a 
public  protest  was  made  against  the  admission  of  said  third  precinct  vote  by  C.  M.  de  Ces- 
pedes,  republican  candidate  for  member  of  the  assembly,  and  by  the  further  protest  and  ap- 
peal of  the  republican  candidates  tor  constables,  praying  the  Hon.  Charles  S.  Baron,  county 
]ndge  of  Monroe  County,  for  an  order  restraining  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county 
from  issning-certificates  of  election  to  the  democratic  constables,  thereby  expressing  a  de- 
sire to  have  the  matter  thoroughly  investigated  in  the  circuit  court  in  the  city  and  county 
where  the  illegality  at  said  third  precinct  election  occurred,  and  where  the  facts  were  well 
known,  and  competent  witnesses  could  be  easily  procured. 

Deponent  further  states  that  the  vote  polled  at  said  third  precinct  was  unprecedentedly 
large,  being  an  increase  of  over  30  per  cent,  over  any  vote  heretofore  cast  at  said  precinct, 
at  any  general,  State,  or  municipal  election,  and  not  justified  by  immigration  to  the  said 
county  of  Monroe. 

That  the  immigration  to  Monroe  County  is  almost  entirely  from  the  Bahama  Islands  and 
Cnba,  and  that  the  persons  so  arriving  are  naturally  republicans,  and  ally  themselves 
with  the  republican  party  in  sympathy,  and  with  their  ballots  when  constitutionally  em- 
powered to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Deponent  further  states  that  the  democratic  vote  in  Monroe  County  in  187*2  was  632,  in 
1874,6(59,  in  1876,  1,047,  thus  showing  an  increase  in  the  democratic  vote  of  1676  over 
that  of  1874  of  378. 

Depondnt  further  states  that  Dr.  J.  V.  Harris,  democratic  candidate  for  member  of  assem- 
bly, Dr.  Whitehoust,  and  other  leading  democrats  were  present  during  the  session  of  the 
county  board  of  canvassers  at  the  time  C.  M.  de  Cespedes,  republican  candidate  for  mem- 
ber of  assembly,  presented  his  protest  against  the  admission  of  the  third  precinct  vote. 

That  said  county  canvass  occurrod  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  the  said 
Harris  and  other  leading  democrats  immediately  commenced  searching  for  technicalities  in 
order  to  vitiate  the  election  held  at  precincts  Nos.  1  and  4,  where  the  republicans  had  large 
majorities. 

FRANK  N.  WICKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  T.  MAGHEE, 

N.  P.  S.  P. 

THE  ADJOURN MBXT  DURING  THE  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Florida,  comes,  this  20th 
day  ot  November,  A.  D.  J 876,  Juan  M.  Reyes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit:  On  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Key  West,  Fla., 
at  an  election  held  for  presidential  electors.  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county 
officers,  I  was  present,  as  an  inspector  of  election,  at  a  precinct  or  polling-station  known  as 
precinct  No.  3,  located  at  the  house  of  James  R.  Curry,  in  Key  West,  Monroe  County,  Florida, 
and  on  Eaton  street.  The  other  officers  of  the  election  at  that  precinct  were  R.  M.  Kemp, 
inspector,  (democrat;)  William  Bartlum,  inspector,  (democrat:)  and  Joseph  S.  Bartlum, 
(brother  of  William  Bartlum  aforesaid,  inspector,)  clerk,  (also  aemocrat.)  I  was  the  only 
republican  inspector  or  officer  of  election  present  at  said  precinct.  We  opened  the  polls  at 
eight  o*clock  a,  m.,  and  closed  at  sundown.  We  immediately  commenced  to  canvass  the 
votes,  and  continued  canvassibg  them  until  about  twelve  o*clock,  midnight,  when  R.  M. 
Kemp  aforesaid,  one  of  the  inspectors,  proposed  adjourning  till  morning  without  doing  any 
more.  We  had  not  at  that  time  completed  our  canvass.  We  put  the  ballots  back  in  the 
box  and  R.  M.  Kemp,  aforesaid,  took  the  box  and  carried  it  away  with  him.  I  suppose  he 
took  it  to  his  home.  It  was  in  liis  custody,  as  far  as  I  know,  from  that  time  until  the  next 
morning.  Mr.  William  Bartlum,  the  other  democratic  inspector,  pasted  two  pieces  of  paper 
^  across  ihe  box,  but  we  did  not  place  either  our  signatures  or  any  seals  thereon.  Mr.  William 
Bartlum  took  the  key  of  the  box  with  him.  I  had  possession  through  the  night  of  neither 
the  box,  nor  the  key  or  the  poll-list,  or  any  other  evidence  of  the  result  of  the  election.  Mr. 
Kemp  told  us  to  come  to  his  store  in  the  morning  at  ten  o*clock.  The  morning  of  the  8th  I 
went  to  Mr.  Kemp's  store  about  half  past  nine,  but  found  none  of  the  inspectors  there.  Mr. 
Kemp*8  clerk  told  me  he  had  gone  to  his  sponge-warehouse,  and  showed  me  the  way  there. 
It  was  the  place  used  on  the  7th  as  a  polling-place,  known  as  the  second  precinct,  a  quarter 
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of  a  mile  from  our  place  at  the  third  precinct.  There  I  foand  Mr.  Kemp  and  the  two  Momii. 
Bartlmn.  Thej  bad  the  box  with  them,  and  opened  it,  and  we  commenced  and  eonnted  the 
votea  throagh.  The  niffbt  of  the  7th  it  waa  Mr.  Kemp  and  Mr.  William  Bartlnm  who  soe- 
greated  it  was  late,  and  that  we  leave  off  and  commence  fresh  the  next  morning'  aad  count  SX 
through.  I  do  not  know  who  had  charge  of  the  poll-book  that  night,  but  it  was  one  of  the 
demeeratic  inspectors  or  the  clerk.  I  did  not  have  it  I  woald  have  kept  on  coanting  that 
night  till  we  finished,  hot  the  democratic  inspectors  were  in  the  majority,  and  so  we  adjourned, 
as  I  have  stated.  The  morning  of  the  8th  of  November  we  commenced  afresh  at  the  second 
precinct  and  counted  the  votes  all  through  and  canvassed  them  completely,  and  after  several 
counts  made  them  agnw  with  the  polNbook ;  but  not  at  first.  We  then  made  up  our  returns 
and  signed  them,  showing  a  total  vote  of  460 — democratic,  401 ;  republican,  59. 

We  were  occupied  from  ten  o^clock  a.  m.  until  two  o*olock  p.  m.  of  the  dth  in  doing  this. 
During  the  election  of  the  7th  several  votes  were  challenged  at  the  third  precinct  by  npuh- 
licans.  The  votere  immediately  took  the  oath  and  their  votes  were  received,  and  the  names 
of  the  voters  were  then,  by  Mr.  Kemp  aforesaid,  written  on  the  poll-book  or  registration-list, 
some  in  ink  and  some  in  pencil.  During  the  7th  the  republican  challengera  were  utterly 
ignored.  If  they  made  an  oojection  or  asked  a  question,  the  crowd  would  tell  the  challenged 
to  go  on  and  vote ;  so  the  challengera  got  discouraged  and  could  do  nothing.  None 
I  challenged  votes  were  refused  and  none  of  the  votes  were  marked  as  challenged. 

JUAN  MARIA  R£Y£3. 


partf  U 
of  the  ( 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  November,  1876. 

[SKAL.1  ALFRED  BH08T, 

Notary  Public 

PROTEST. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  November  13,  1876. 
To  the  bon.  board  of  county  canvassers  of  Monroe  County,  Florida : 

Gentlemen  :  I  hereby  protest  against  the  admission  of  the  vote  polled  at  precinct  No.  3, 
in  the  city  of  Key  West,  on  the  folhiwing  grounds,  to  wit : 

1st.  The  interruption  of  the  canvass  in  that  precinct  by  adjournment  of  the  board  of  in- 
spectors and  the  rtisumption  of  the  canvass  in  another  place,  where  they  made  the  final  re- 
turns.       V 

2d.  Changing  the  registration-book  by  the  addition  of  names  thereon  afler  it  came  from 
the  county  clerk^s  oflSce. 
Respectfully, 

C.  M.  DE  CESPEDES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 

GEO.  W.  ALLEN, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Circuit  Coort. 
State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  protest. 
[seal.]  DIEGO  ANDREE. 

Notary  Public 

the  conduct  of  the  colored  people. 

The  State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Cb.  H.  Edwards,  notary  public  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
Manuel  Escasse,  a  citizen  of  Key  West,  Fia.,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  in 
said  city  of  Key  West  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  that  he  was  present  at  all  the  pubKe 
demonstrations  that  took  place  in  said  city  previous  to  and  after  the  said  election  that  took 
place  on  said  day.  He  furthermore  savs  that  in  none  of  those  demonstrations  nor  at  the 
day  of  election  there  was  any  threat  from  the  colored  people  or  the  Cubans  against  tbe 
the  democrats.  He  furthermore  says  that,  early  iu  the  morning,  after  the  polls  were  opea, 
he  visited,  in  companv  with  Mr.  Gwin,  the  four  precincts,  aud  he  found  that  the  first  and 
fourth  were  all  right,  but  the  third  and  second  were  disturbed  on  account  of  illegal  voting 
and  intimidatir.n ;  that  in  precinct  No.  2  several  votes  were  cast  by  persons  under  age 
aud  people  who  had  not  lived  in  the  county  and  in  the  State  the  time  required  by  law. 

He  further  says  that  at  precinct  No.  3  there  was  intimidation  to  the  challenger,  (^f^ 
publican,)  and  that  the  return  of  the  inspectors  was  interrupted,  to  be  concluded  next  morn- 
ing, and  he  can  say  so,  because  he  visited  that  night  all  tne  preciucts^  so  as  to  gather  tbe 
full  vote,  and  found  the  other  three  precincts  were  correct ;  but  at  precinct  No.  H  he  could 
not  get  the  figures  from  tbe  inspectors,  because  they  had  gone  home  without  furnishing 
their  returns ;  that  he  heard  from  some  persons  that  were  there  that  they,  the  inspectors,  men* 
tioned  some  number  of  votes  cast  in  that  precincts,  which,  added  to  the  other  three  precints, 
gave  a  republican  majority,  and  that,  to  his  surprise,  the  next  day  he  heard  that  the  demo- 
crats had  a  small  majority. 

He  furthermore  says  that  precinct  No.  3  was  controlled  by  the  democrats ;  that  there  was 
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no  protection  for  the  republicans,  and  that  fthere  was  no  United  States  d^pnty  marshal  ap« 
pointed,  nor  supervisor  of  elections,  and  that  for  all  this  reason  the  colorea  people  were  not 
allowed  to  vote  there,  nor  some  Cubans. 

He  furthermore  says  that  the  city  authorities  prevented  the  use  of  the  bands  on  said  elec* 
tion-da^,  showing  thus  to  the  republican  vo*»rs  tnat  they  had  everything^  in  their  own  hands, 
preventiug  by  all  kinds  of  means  that  the  colored  people  should  use  at  their  pleasuse  the 
riffht  of  a  citizen. 

MANUEL  ESCASSL 

[SEAL.]  C.  H.  EDWABDS, 

Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

BALLOT  EXCHANGED. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss  : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida, 
this  2]8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Finder,  who,  beiug 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  was  present  at  precinct  No.  1  in  said  county  of  Mon- 
roe on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  when  an  election  was  being  hela  for  pres- 
idential electors.  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers.  While  there  I 
saw  Jose  Cbacom,  who  is  an  aged  Cuban,  and  near-sighted,  come  towards  the  polls  in  com- 
pany with  Benito  Kodriguez.  On  arriving  there,  and  before  expressing  his  desire  to  vote, 
William  M.  Artrell,  a  republican  challenger,  said  to  Benito  Rodnguez,  '*  That  man's  ticket 
has  been  scratched  ;  see  to  it ;"  upon  which  Rodriguez  spoke  to  Chacom,  who  gave  his  ticket 
to  him,  and  he  (Rodriguez)  passed  the  same  to  Artrell.  It  was  a  republican  ticket,  but  was 
scratched ;  and  Artrell,  seeing  this,  tore  it  up,  handing  a  clean  republican  ticket  to  Rodriguez, 
and  said,  '*  Here  is  a  good  ticket.  That  man  has  been  imposed  on."  Rodriguez  took  the 
ticket,  gave  it  to  Chacon,  and  he  voted  the  same  without  making  an^  objection.  It  appears 
as  if  Rodriguez  had  explained  the  circumstance  to  Chacom,  who  quite  approved  of  the  mat- 
ter, 

CHARLES  A.  FINDER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 

ATTEMPTED  FRAUD  FRUSTRATED. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss  : 

Before  mo,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida, 
this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  Ifir76,  personally  appeared  William  Middleton  Artrell,  who, 
upon  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  I  am  a  republican,  and  as  such  was  ap- 
pointed a  challenger  to  attend  a  precinct  known  as  No.  ],  in  said  county,  on  the  7tb  day  of 
r^ovember,  A.  D.  ] 876,  at  which  time  an  election  was  held  for  presidential  electors,  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers.  That  during  the  progress  of  said 
election  one  Jose  Chacom,  an  aged  blind  Cuban,  was  being  led  to  the  polls  by  another 
Cuban  by  the  name  of  Benito  Rodriguez ;  as  they  approached,  I  was  informed  that  one 
James  Oraciscia  had  given  the  said  Chacon  a  republican  ticket,  which  he  (Graciscia)  bad 
previously  scratched,  and  that  Chacon,  being  blind,  knew  nothing  of  it.  I  made  this 
Known  to  the  said  Rodriguez  before  Chacon  offered  to  vote,  and  he  (Rodriguez)  spoke  to 
Chacon  in  Spanish,  when  ne  handed  the  ticket  to  Rodriguez,  who,  in  turn,  banded  the  same 
to  me.  It  was  a  republican  ticket,  with  several  of  the  constables*  names  scratched  in  pencil. 
Knowing  that  Chacon  desired  to  vote  a  clear  republican  ticket,  and  that  he  was  being  im* 
posed  on  by  the  said  Graciscia,  and  feeling  it  my  duty  to  protect  the  republican  voters,  I  de- 
stroyed the  scratched  ticket  and  handed  a  clean  republican  ticket  to  the  aforesaid  Rodri* 
guez,  who,  explaining  the  matter  to  the  aforesaid  Chacon,  gave  him  the  said  clean  republi- 
can ticket,  which  the  said  Chacon  willingly  voted. 

WM.  M.  ARTRELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public. 

NAMES  ILLEGALLY  PLACED  ON  THE  REGISTER. 

State  of  Florida,  county  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Before  mc,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  State  of 
Florida,  comes  this  fifteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  Eulogio  Kodriguez,  who,  beingduly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Key  West,  Fla., 
at  an  election  held  for  presidential  electors,  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and 
county  officers,  he  was  present  at  precinct  known  as  No.  3,  located  at  the  house  of  one 
James  R.  Curry,  on  Eaton  street,  in  said  city  of  Key  West. 

That  during  the  election  held  at  said  precinct  the  following-named  persons,  viz,  ChrlstO' 
pher  Bravo,  Michael  Cuny,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent,  William  S.  Roberts,  and  Will- 
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iam  Sandf ,  ofiFered  their  votes,  which  were  sevemllj  challeDged  on  the  g^ronnd  thit  thej 
were  not  lenl  voters,  Dot  having  been  in  the  State  one  year  and  in  the  ooonty  six  months, 
as  reqaiTedl>7  law,  and  that  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  registration-book. 

That  their  votes  were  received  by  the  inspectors  and  placed  in  the  ballot-box,  and  their 
names  added  to  the  reipstration  or  poll-list  bj  the  inspectors ;  two  of  said  names,  viz, 
Christopher  Bravo  and  Michael  Cnrry,  being  written  on  the  poll-list  in  ink,  and  the  names 
of  Samnel  W.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Pent, 'William  S.  Roberts,  andf  William  Sands  being  written 
in  pencil. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  he  was  present  at  said  precinct  at  the  time  of  closing  the 
polls,  and  remained  until  about  twelve  o^clock  midnight,  at  which  time  the  inspectors  dis- 
continued the  canvass  of  the  vote,  and  adjourned. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  result  of  the  election  at  said  third  precinct  was  not 
determined  or  certificates  of  election  made  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  said  board  of  in- 
spectors. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  ballots  were  replaced  in  the  ballot-box,  which  wis 
locked,  one  democratic  inspector  retaining  the  box  and  another  democratic  inspector  retam- 
ine  the  key  thereof. 

Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  canvass  of  said  third-precinct  vote  was  resumed  on  the 
morning  of  November  8,  1876,  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  votes  had  been  polled, 
viz,  at  the  place  of  business  of  R.  M.  Kemp,  one  of  the  democratic  inspectors  before  re- 
ferred to,  and  in  another  precinct  of  said  city  of  Key  West,  where  the  vote  was  canvaued 
and  final  returns  made  and  signed  by  the  inspectors. 

EULOGIO  RODRIGUEZ. 

Sworn  0  and  subscribed  this  15th  day  of  November,  1876. 

ALFRED  BR08T.  [seal.] 
Notary  Public 

THE  ILLEGAL  ADJOURKMEXT. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  State  and  county, 
Robert  D.  Murry,  a  citiaen  of  Key  West,  Monroe  County,  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  :  It  beine  a  well-known  fact  that  the  canvass  of  the  votes  polled  at  the 
third  precinct,  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  dsy 
of  November,  1876,  was  discontinued  before  completion,  and  resumed  at  a  place  distant  firom 
the  polling-place,  by  the  inspectors  of  said  votes,  I,  in  the  interest  and  at  the  request  of  one 
C.  M.  de  Cespedes,  a  candidate  for  member  of  assembly,  called  on  Hon.  Charles  G.  Baron, 
county  judge  of  Monroe  County,  State  of  Florida,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  chairman  of 
the  county  hoard  of  canvassers  of  said  vote,  at  his  house  in  Key  West,  Florida,  on  Satur- 
day, November  18th,  1876,  between  the  hours  of  11  a.  m.  and  2  p.  m.,  and  made  a  verbal  re- 
quest to  him  to  consider  certain  affidavits  made  by  said  C.  M.  de  Cespedes  and  one  Juan  M. 
Reyes,  in  relation  to  said  discontinuance  and  illegality  of  the  canvass  of  said  vote,  which 
affidavits  I  presented  to  him,  the  said  judge,  with  a  request  that  he  order  the  board  of  can- 
vassers to  reconvene  and  take  action  in  me  case.  The  honorable  judge  stated  to  me  that 
the  county  board  of  canvassers,  in  their  session  on  the  13th  of  November,  1876,  had  duly 
considered  similar  affidavits,  and  had  done  with  them  as  he,  the  judge,  considered  in  com- 
pliance with  law,  namely,  forwarded  them  with  the  return  of  the  whole  vote  of  the  county 
to  the  State  board  of  canvassers,  which  State  board  of  canvassers,  in  his,  the  jndge*s,  opinion, 
had  all  authority  to  throw  out  said  third-precinct  votes,  if  in  the  nature  of  said  affidavits 
the  vote  was  illegal  or  irregular. 

The  honorable  judge  also  stated  that  if  the  law  had  authorized  any  such  action  as  the 
throwing  out  of  any  vote,  the  county  board  of  canvassers  would  have  duly  considered  the 
affidavits  by  summoning  witnesses  and  making  their  decision  upon  the  substantial  facts  in 
the  case. 

The  honorable  judge  also  stated  that  if  the  county  board  had  presumed  to  act  as  "judges 
of  election,"  there  would  have  been  created  a  great  excitement  in  the  community,  and  it  was 
probable  that  the  entire  vote  of  the  county  would  have  been  taken  out  of  their,  the  board*s, 
custody  by  violence,  and  that  even  the  lives  of  county  board  of  canvassers  would  have  been 
in  danger  from  the  fury  of  the  people  who  would  be  displeased  by  such  action.  The  hon- 
orable judge  declined  to  reconvene  the  board  of  county  canvassers  without  iK)sitive  author- 
ity inlaw,  and  the  more  urged  his  determination  not  to  recanvass  the  votes  on  the  ground  that 
a  riot  would  be  the  result,  thus  endangering  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  city  and  the 
lives  of  himself  and  his  associates  on  the  board. 

ROBERT  D.  MURRY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  2Cth  day  of  November,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  public 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPLY  OF   DEMOCRATIC    COUNSEL  423^ 

EI.ECTION    BLANKS. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  Couotj : 

On  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  before  me,  the  nndersifi^ned,  a  notary  public 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  personally  appeared  James- 
A.  Roberts,  sheriff  in  and  for  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  ana  says,  that  all 
the  necessary  papers  for  each  precinct  in  said  county  at  late  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  were  furnished  to  him  by  the  clerk  of  said  county,  and  that  he  handed 
those  for  precinct  No.  4  to  two  of  the  inspectors,  and  that  he  knows  there  were  two  blank 
certificates  of  **  result  of  election  '*  furnished  said  precinct,  same  as  those  furnished  in  the 
other  precincts. 

JAMES  A.  ROBERTS, 

Sheriff  Monroe  County^ 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

FREDK.  W.  JOHNSON,     Lseal.] 

Notary  Public* 
State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County : 

On  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  notary  public  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  personally  appeared  John  T. 
Baker,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  fur  said  county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  caused  to  be  furnished  to  the  sheriff  of  said  county  all  the  necessary  papers 
for  each  voting-precinct  in  said  county  at  late  election,  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  but  that  nevertheless  the '*  certificates  of  result"  of  election  furnished  for  precinct 
No.  4  were  not  used,  and  the  return  made  on  blanks  not  furnished  by  him  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  said  certifi;:ates  were  returned  to  his  office  blank  or  not  used. 

JOHN  T.  BARKER,  Clerk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  Novembsr,  A.  D.  1876. 

FREDK.  W.  JOHNSON,    [seal.] 
Notary  Public. 

DEMOCRATIC  ANSWER. 

The  reply  of  the  democrats  to  the  specifications  and  charges  of  the  republican  party  as  to 
the  elections  in  the  above  county  and  the  specifications  of  the  democrats. 

PRECINCT  NO.   3. 

The  charges  as  to  above  precinct  are  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  of  canvassers, 
and  the  board  should  not  consider  the  same. 

If,  however,  (he  board  should  determine  tn  consider  the  same,  we  answer  as  follows : 

The  charges  as  to  conspiracy,  fraud  and  violence,  and  intimidation  are  false  in  toto,  as  are 
all  and  each  of  the  charges  as  to  such  precinct,  and  we  deny  each  and  every  charge  and 
specification  made  as  to  said  precinct  by  the  republicans. 

We  offer  Dr.  Jeptha  V.  Harris  as  a  witness  to  prove  the  falsity  of  such  charges  and  speci- 
fications of  republicans  and  this  affidavit. 

SPECIFICATION  AS  TO  PRECINCTS  NOS.  1   AND  4. 

As  to  those  precincts  we  charge  that  violence,  threats,  and  intimidation  were  resorted  to 
and  used  to  prevent  and  deter  democratic  colored  voters  from  voting,  and  did  deter  and  pre- 
vent them  from  voting.  The  affidavits  of  Dr.  J.  Y.  Harris  as  offered  to  support  this  charge, 
and  also  said  testimony,  the  affidavit  of  John  W.  Sawyer,  and  M.  J.  Whitenouse  and  Peter 
T.  Knight,  filed  herewith,  all  said  witnesses  being  residents  of  Monroe  County.  Other  and 
ample  testimony  could  and  would  be  offered  to  prove  our  charges,  and  to  refute  the  specifi- 
cations of  the  republicans,  if  time  permitted,  but  republicans  have  withheld  their  char^  and 
specifications  till  to-day,  (December  2,)  and  the  locality  of  the  county  prevents  our  getting  it. 

GEO.  P.  RAINEY. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  CANVASS. 

State  of  Florida,  Monroe  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Broat,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  comes,  this  four- 
teenth day  of  November,  A.D.  1W76,  Juan  M.Reyes,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  that 
on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  in  Key  West,  Fla.,  at  an  election  held  tor  presiden- 
tial electors.  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers,  he  was  present  as  an 
inspector  of  election  at  precinct  known  as  No.  3,  located  at  the  house  of  one  James  R. 
Curry,  on  Eabon  street,  in  said  city  of  Key  West ;  that  after  the  closing  of  the  polls  at  sun- 
down, on  said  seventh  day  of  November,  1876,  the  canvass  of  the  votes  was  commenced  by 
the  inspectors  of  election  at  said  precinct,  but  interrupted  by  adjournment  of  the  board  of 
inspectors  at  about  twelve  o'clock,  midnight,  and  before  the  completion  of  the  canvass  the 
ballots  were  replaced  in  the  ballot-box,  wnich  was  locked,  one  democratic  inspector  retain- 
ing the  box,  and  the  other  democratic  inspector  retaining  the  key  thereof,  the  deponent,  a 
republican  inspector,  being  left  without  anything  in  his  possession  as  evidence  of  the  result 
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of  the  election  at  said  precinct.  Deponent  further  testifies  that  the  next  morning,  Novemher 
8th,  the  inspectors  reconvened  at  the  spong^store  of  R.  M.  Kemp,  (one  of  the  democratic 
inspectors  herein  referred  to, )  located  at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  the  polls  bad  been 
held,  and  in  another  precinct  of  said  city  of  Key  West,  where  the  canvass  of  the  vote  was 
completed  and  their  final  return  made. 

JUAN  MARIA  REYES. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  14th  day  of  November,  1876. 
LSEAL.]  ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public. 

THE  REGULARITY  OP  THE  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me  personally  appeared  Joptba  V.  Harris,  who,  beings  duly  sworn,  dopoeeth  and 
says  that  he  is  and  was  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1&76,  a  legal  voter  of  Monroe  County, 
and  resides  in  Key  West,  in  said  county.  Deponent  farther  says  that  he  was  present  at 
precinct  No.  3,  in  Key  West,  at  the  general  election  held  on  said  7th  day  of  November. 
IH76.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  has  heard  read  the  affidavits  of  Frederick  de  Armas 
and  others,  alleging  intimidation,  fraud,  illezal  voting,  and  violation  of  law  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  election  held  at  said  precinct  ho.  3,  and  this  deponent,  of  his  own  knowledge, 
declares  the  allegations  made  in  said  affidavits  are  not  true.  That  said  deponent  was  pre£> 
ent  at  said  precinct  nearly  all  the  day  of  election,  and  that  every  elector  present  was  allowed 
to  exercise  the  right  of  franchise  with  the  utmost  freedom  ;  that  the  inspectors  at  said  pre- 
cinct No.  3  discharged  their  duties  as  such  inspectors  in  strict  conformity  with  law ;  that 
no  intimidation,  threats,  or  coercion  was  resorted  to  by  the  democrats  to  prevent  the  republi- 
cans from  voting  the  republican  ticket,  and  all  charges  and  allegations  in  said  affidavits  to 
the  contrary  are  false.  This  deponent  further  says  that  all  persons  offering  to  vote  at  said 
precinct  No.  3,  whose  votes  were  challenged,  or  the  right  of  said  persons  to  vote  was  denied, 
that  the  oath  required  by  law  was  administered  by  the  inspectors  and  taken  by  said  person 
before  voting.   This  deponent  further  says  he  was  present  at  said  precinct  No.  3  when  the 

Soils  were  closed,  and  was  present  during  the  counting  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct 
o.  3  daring  the  entire  time,  except  for  a  few  minutes,  and  was  present  when  the  counting 
of  said  vote  was  completed,  which  was  about  twelve  o^clock  on  the  night  after  (he  election, 
and  the  result  of  said  election  at  said  precinct  was  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
counting  of  said  votes  declared  publicly  by  said  inspectors,  and  to  the  best  of  this  depo> 
Dent's  recollection  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  was  declared  to  be  460, 
and  that  George  F.  Drew  had  received  401,  and  that  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  59,  dec 
That  it  was  then  and  there  agreed  by  said  inspectors  that  on  account  of  the  late  hour  of  the 
night,  and  the  inspectors  being  very  tired,  they  would  then  adjourn  and  meet  the  next  day 
and  make  out  their  certificate  of  the  result  of  said  election  ;  that  said  meeting  on  the  next 
day  was  to  be  at  the  second  precinct  This  deponent  was  not  present  all  the  time  at  the 
meeting  of  said  inspectors  the  next  day,  but  that  he  was  informed  by  some  of  the  inspectors 
that  in  <*•  muting  over  the  vote  the  next  day,  to  verify  the  counting  of  said  vote  the  night 
before,  there  was  only  one  instance  in  which  a  mistake  was  made,  and  that  said  mist^e 
was  agHiiist  the  democrats  and  in  favor  of  the  republicans  by  some  two  or  three  vote4 
for  asseuiblvmen ;  that  the  counting  of  votes  was  commenced  at  the  closing  of  the 
election,  and  continued  without  intermission  until  the  counting  was  concluded  and  the 
result  of  said  election  at  said  precinct  No.  3  declared.  Deponent  further  says  that 
he  is  Wfil  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Key  West,  and  that  there  were  no  democratic 
votes  cast  at  said  precinct  No.  3  by  democratic  voters  but  what  were  legally  entitled  to 
vote. 

JEPTHA  V.  HARRIS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

[SEAL.]  w.  M.  Mcintosh, 

Notary  Public 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  Wm.  James  Bartlum,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  read  the  fore- 
going affidavit  of  Jeptha  V.  Harris,  and  that  the  facts  therein  stated  as  to  the  election  at 
precinct  No.  3  are  true,  and  that  at  the  last  election,  to  wit — the  city  election  of  1S76— only 
seven  republican  votes  were  cast  at  said  precinct,  while  at  this  fifty-nine  were  cast. 
Deponent  resides  at  Key  West,  and  was  inspector  at  said  precinct. 

WM.  J.  BARTLUM. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  November,  1876. 

FRED.  T.  MYERS, 
Clerk  Supreme  Court. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF   INSPECTORS. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Be  it  known  that  on  this  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy- six,  before  ine,  George  D.  Allen,  a  notary  public  in  and  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRECINCTS   NOS.  1   AND   2.  425 

said  county  of  Monroe,  personally  appeared  Richard  M.  Kemp,  William  J.  Bartlum,  in- 
spectors, and  Joseph  S.  6arilam,  clerk  of  ceneral  election  at  precinct  number  three  (3)  in 
said  county  of  Monroe,  held  on  Tuesday,  tne  seventh  day  of  said  month  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  who,  beings  each  severallv  and  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they,  the  said  in- 
spectors at  said  precinct,  proceeded  to  canvass  in  public  the  vote  cast  at  said  election  at  the 
said  precinct,  immediately  after  the  polls  were  finally  closed,  and  continued  the  canvass, 
without  adjournment  or  interruption  until  the  canvass  was  completed,  and  the  result  and 
nnmbers  of'^votes^cast  for  each  person  voted  for  determined  and  announced. 

That  the  certificates  of  returns  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  number  three  (3)  made, 
signed,  and  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  county  jud|2^  of  said  county,  con- 
tain true  and  correct  statements  of  all  the  votes,  cast  at  said  precinct  number  three  (3)  at 
said  election,  held  on  said  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  and  no  more. 

They  further  say  that  the  only  persons  who  voted  at  said  precinct  numl^er  three  (3)  whose 
names  were  not  found  on  the  copy  of  the  registration  list  furnished  to  said  inspectors  on  the 
said  seventh  day  of  November  aforesaid  by  the  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court  for  said  county, 
were  Christopher  Braw,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  N.  F.  Pent,  and  Wm.  L.  Roberts,  to  each  of 
whom  the  oaih  prescribed  in  such  cases  was  administered  by  one  of  said  inspectors  in  pres- 
ence of  all  of  said  inspectors  and  clerk  as  follows  : 

**  You  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  have  legally  registered  as  an  elector  in  this  county,  and 
that  your  name,  if  not  now  on  the  registration- list,  nas  been  improperly  dropped  therefrom." 

That  the  names  of  said  persons  were  only  entered  fis  memoranda  in  the  book  containing 
the  Copy  of  registration-list.  Those  of  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  N.  F.  Pent,  and  Wm.  S.  Roberts, 
being  entered  in  pencil ;  all  which  they  assert  to  be  tiue. 

WM,  J.  BARTLUM. 
B.  M.  KEMP. 
JOSEPH  S.  RARTLUM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1 4th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  GEORGE  D.  ALLEN, 

Notary  Public,  Monroe  County. 

«       AFFIDAVIT  OF  CHARLEist  T.    F.  CLARK. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public  at  large  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Charles 
T.  F.  Clarke,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs  that  on  the  7th  day  of  November 
last,  the  day  of  election,  he  was  present  at  precinct  Ko.  3  in  Key  West,  Monroe  County, 
from  the  opening  of  the  poll  (8  a.  m.)  until  the  closing,  (sunset,)  wHh  the  exception  of  one 
hour  to  dinner,  and  that  from  sunset  he  remained  until  the  adjournment  at  about  midnight, 
mentioned  in  his  first  afBdavit  before  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  for  the  county  of  Mon- 
roe, and  that  Dr.  J.  V.  Harris  was  around  that  polling-place  only  once  in  a  while ;  and  de- 
ponent further  states  that  at  said  adjournment  he  did  not  see  Dr.  J.  V.  Harris,  nor  was  he 
present  during  the  evening  for  any  considerable  time. 

CHAS.  T.  F.  CLARK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  1876. 

[seXl.]  JOSEPH  BREER, 

Notary  Public. 

PROTEST  AGAINST  PRECINCT.-^  NOS.    1   AND  4. 

Key  West,  Monroe  Count v,  Fla.,  November  J  3,  1876. 
To  Judge  Baron  and  honorable  board  of  county  canvassers : 

Gentlemen  :  In  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  the  county  of  Mon* 
roe,  I  enter  my  earnest  protest  against  the  counting  of  the  vote  from  precincts  Nos.  1  and  4 
of  this  county,  and  ask  that  they  be  thrown  out  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  intimida- 
tion made  use  of  at  those  polls  to  prevent  persons  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket ;  for 
example,  in  the  first  ward  or  precinct  William  M.  Arlett,  a  prominent  colored  republican, 
tore  up  the  ticket  of  a  vote  ana  substituted  another  in  the  presence  of  the  inspectors.  Also 
Banitu  Rodriguez,  another  republican,  openly  took  a  ticket  from  the  hands  of  a  person  offer- 
ing to  vote,  and  that  person  was  thereby  prevented  from  voting  as  he  wished,  and  intimi- 
dated, and  voted  a  ticKet  which  was  substituted  for  his  own.  AH  of  which  intimidation  was 
done  openly. 

Then,  again,  in  the  fourth  precinct  I  saw  an  old  colored  man  threatened  by  two  other 
colored  men,  and  he  was  intimidated  and  went  away  ft'om  the  fourth  precinct  without  vot- 
ing, and  I  believe  he  was  intimidated  and  preventeo  from  voting.  I  protested  against  this 
at  the  time  and  called  attention  of  United  States  marshal  to  it,  but  was  unable  to  nave  them 
arrested,  as  they  passed  into  the  crowd.  There  was  a  number  of  persons  who  heard  the 
threats,  which  were  to  the  effect  that  if  the  old  man  voted  the  democratic  ticket  they  would 
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tbrash  him.  These,  and  various  other  reasons  of  like  natare  susceptible  of  proof.  I  aak 
that  the  vote  from  the  first  aud  fourth  precincts  of  the  county  be  thrown  aside  in  the  can- 
vass. 

Respectfully, 

J.  V.  HARRIS,  M.  D- 

P.  S. — ^The  name  of  person  from  whom  the  ballot  was  taken  in  first  precinct  was  Joa6 
Chacom  Jominoz. 

J.  V.  HARRIS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  Key  West 
Monroe  County,  Fla. 

GEORGE  D.  ALLEN, 

Notary  Public 

EXCHAKGF.D  BALLOTS. 

Monroe  County,  State  of  Florida,  ss : 

On  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  before  me,  George  D.  Al- 
len, ikOtary  public,  acting  in  and  for  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida,  John  W.  Sawyer, 
who,  upon  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  and  for  said 
State  and  county  November  7,  A.  D.  1876,  he  was  an  inspector  of  election  at  precinct 
No.  one  (1 )  in  aforesaid  county  and  State,  and  that  during  the  progress  of  said  election  /os^ 
Chacom  Juminoz  offered  to  vote,  whereupon  Mr.  William  M.  Artrell,  acting  as  a  challen^r 
of  the  republican  party,  told  Bonito  Rodriguez,  said  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff,  to  take  the 
ticket  away  from  him,  whereupon  the  said  Bonito  Rodriguez  reached  over  for  the  ticket, 
which  was  passed  to  him,  and  by  him  to  the  said  William  M.  Artrell,  who  thereupon  de- 
stroyed the  ticket  or  ballot  aforesaid. 

JOHN  W.  SAWYER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  D.  ALLEN, 

Notary  Public 
Monroe  County,  State  of  Florida,  ss : 

On  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1S76,  personally  appeared  before  me,  George  D.  Al- 
len, notary  public,  acting  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida,  Marion  J. 
Whitehart  and  Peter  G.  Knight,  who,  upon  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  at  a  gen- 
eral election  held  in  aud  for  said  State  and  county,  they  were  present  at  precinct  No.  one  (I) 
in  said  county,  acting  as  challengers  of  the  democratic  party,  and  that  during  the  progress 
of  said  election,  Jos^  Chacom  Juminoz  offered  to  vote,  whereupon  William  M.  ArtelU  an 
officer  in  the  custom-house,  ordered  Benito  Rodriguez,  a  deputv  sheriff,  to  take  the  ticket 
away  from  him  and  to  pass  it  to  him,  the  said  William  M.  Artell,  which  was  done,  and 
which  ticket  the  aforesaid  William  M.  Artell  proceeded  to  destroy.  All  of  which  was  con- 
trary to  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  was  intimidating  to  persons  wishing  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  or 
any  portion  thereof. 

M.  J.  WHITEH0U8E,  M.  D. 
PETER  T.  KNIGHT, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  GEORGE  D.  ALLEN, 

Notary  Public. 

PROTEST  AGAINST   NO.  1. 

Monroe  County,  State  of  Florida,  ss : 

On  this  the  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  before  me,  George 
D.  Allen,  notary  public,  acting  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida.  Jeptha 
V.  Harris,  who,  upon  being  s^'om,  deposes  and  says  that  at  a  general  election  held  in  said 
State  and  county  the  7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  previous  thereto,  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  general  assembly,  and  he  protests  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Florida 
and  the  county  of  Monroe  against  the  vote  f  romt^e  first  and  fourth  precincts  being  counted, 
upon  the  ground  that  a  large  number,  if  not  a  majority  of  the  persons  so  voting,  had  only 
declared  their  intention  and  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  consequently  had 
no  right  to  vote  for  presidential  electors  ;  all  of  which  is  shown  by  a  comparison  of  the  poll- 
books  of  said  precincts  with  the  records  of  the  United  States  court  showing  which  of  said 
persons  so  voting  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

He  further  protests  against  the  vote  of  the  first  precinct  upon  the  ground  of  intimidation 
of  democratic  voters  by  threats,  freely  indulged  in  previous  to  the  election  by  colored  repnb- 
ican  voters,  of  personal  violence  to  those  who  should  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  aud  also 
upon  the  ground  that  the  deputy  sheriffs  were  made  use  of  by  the  republican  party  to  elec- 
tioneer for  them  at  the  polls,  thus  intimidating  democratic  voters ;  and  also  that  persons  were 
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not  allowed  bj  them  to  vote  as  tbey  wished,  as  was  shown  by  the  fact  of  Banito  Rodriguez 
takiDg  a  ticket  away  from  Job6  Chacon  Jeminez,  under  the  orders  of  William  M.  Artrell,  a^ 
republican  employ^  of  the  castom-honse,  who  destroyed  said  ticket.  I  a^ain  protest  against 
the  vote  of  fonrth  precinct  upon  the  ground  that  Dave  Matthews,  a  deputy  sheriff,  remained 
behind  the  polls,  openly  challenging  and  thus  intimidating  democratic  voters ;  also  upon 
the  ground  that  open  threats  of  personal  violence  were  made  in  my  hearing  against  any 
colored  man  who  stiould  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  and  I  saw  one  old  nan  tum^  away  by 
snch  threats,  and  I  protested  against  it  and  called  attention  of  United  States  marshal  Jones 
to  it. 

JEPTHA  V.  HARRIS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  twenty-first  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEORGE  D.  ALLEN, 

Notary  Public. 

JOS£  CHACOS'S  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brest,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  Ihe  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida, 
this  twenty-first  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personallv  apneared  William  Middleton 
Artrell,  who,  upon  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  1  am  a  republican,  and  as 
snch  was  appointed  a  challenger  to  attend  at  precinct  known  as  No.  J ,  in  said  county,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  at  which  time  an  election  was  held  for  presidential 
electors.  Representative  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers ;  that  during  the  pro- 
gress of  said  election  one  Jos^  Chacon,  an  aged  blind  Cuban,  was  being  led  to  the  polls 
by  another  Cuban  by  the  name  of  Benito  Rodriguez.  As  thev  approached  I  was  informed 
that  one  James  Gracescia  had  given  the  said  Chacon  a  republican  ticket  which  he,  Gra- 
cescia,  had  previously  scratched,  and  that  Chacon  being  blind  knew  nothing  of  it.  I  made 
this  known  to  said  Rodriguez  before  Chacon  offered  to  vote,  and  he,  Rodriguez,  spoke  to 
Chacon  in  Spanish  when  he  handed  the  ticket  to  Rodriguez,  who  in  turn  handed  the  same 
to  me.  It  was  a  republican  ticket  with  several  of  the  constables  scratched  in  pencil. 
Knowing  that  Chacon  desired  to  vote  a  clean  republican  ticket,  and  that  he  was  being  im- 
nosed  on  by  the  said  Gracescia,  and  fseling  it  my  duty  to  protect  the  reoublican  voters,  I 
destroyed  the  scratched  ticket  and  handed  a  clean  republican  ticket  to  tne  aforesaid  Rod- 
riguez, who,  explaining  the  matter  to  the  aforesaid  Chacon,  gave  him  the  said  clean  republi- 
can ticket,  which  the  said  Chacon  williDgly  voted. 

WM.  M.  ARTRELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 
Slate  of  Florida,  County  of  Monroe,  ss : 

Before  me,  Alfred  Brost,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  State  of  Florida, 
this  twenty-first  dav  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pinder,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  I  was  present  at  precinct  No.  1,  in  said  county  of  Mon- 
r  oe,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  when  an  election  was  being  held  for  presiden- 
tial electors.  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  State  and  county  officers.  While  there  I  saw 
Jor6  Chacon,  who  is  an  aged  Cuban  and  near-sighted,  come  towards  the  polls  in  company 
with  Benito  Rodriguez.  ,  On  arriving  there,  and  before  expressing  his  desire  to  vote,  William 
M.  Artrell,  a  republican  challenger,  said  to  Benito  Rodriguez,  *'  That  man's  ticket  has  been 
scratched,  see  to  it;'*  upon  which  Rodriguez  spoke  to  Chacon,  who  gave  his  ticket  to  him, 
and  he,  Rodriguez,  passed  the  same  to  Artrell.  It  was  a  republican  ticket  but  was  scratched, 
but  Artrell  seeing  this  tore  it  up,  handing  a  clean  republican  ticket  to  Rodriguez  and  said, 
''Here  is  a  good  ticket,  that  man  has  been  imposed  on."  Rodriguez  took  the  ticket,  gave 
it  to  Chacon,  and  he  voted  the  same  without  making  any  objections.  It  appeared  as  if 
Rodriguez  bad  explained  the  circamstance  to  Chacon,  who  quite  approved  of  the  matter. 

CHARLES  A.  PINDER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  bofo  e  me  this  21  st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

ALFRED  BROST, 

Notary  Public 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COrNTY  CANVASSERS. 

8tat6  of  Florida,  NaBsau  Conntj  : 

We,  the  uodersig^ed,  Charles  V.  H'lWjer,  judge  of  the  count j  court  of  the  county  st«teu, 
and  Wm.  M.  Maxwell,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Tamer  Dulinfr, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  can* 
▼assers  in  and  lor  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  the  same  being 

two  days  after  the  general  Section  held  in  the  county  of  ,and   State  aforesaid, 

<<n  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
hnd  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  regis- 
tration of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1866,  and  an  act 
Hmendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  ]872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  ihe  returns  on 
tile  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  fourteen  hundred  aod 
sixty  eight,  (1,468,)  as  follows,  viss :  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  (691 )  votes. 

M.  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred,  (ICHl.) 

Qeorge  F.  Drew  received  six  hundred  and  seventy -seven,  (677.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  fourtAen  hundred  and 
sixty-five,  (1,465,)  as  follows,  viz : 

David  Montgomery  received  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (788)  votes. 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  (677.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  fourteen  hundred 
and  sixty -four,  (1,464,)  as  follows,  viz: 

Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety- four,  (791.) 

Jessee  J.  Finley  received  six  hundred  and  seventy,  (670. ) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  (1,469,)  of  which — 

Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  (802.) 

Charles  H.  Pearce  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  (802.) 

William  H.  Holden  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  (802.) 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  eight  hundred  and  two,  (802.) 

Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (667.) 

James  £.  Tonge  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (667.) 

Robert  B.Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-six,  (666.) 

Robert  Bullodc  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (667.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  fourteen  hundred  and 
sixty-t wo, (1,462,)  as  follows,  viz: 

Liberty  Billings  received  one  hundred  and  ten,  (110.) 

Samuel  Petty  received  six  hundred  and  seventy-one,  (671.) 

W.  Nay  lor  Thompson  received  six  hundred  and  eighty,  (680,)  and  Thompson  received 
one,  (1.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Feraandina,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  ninth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sevens-six. 

CHARLES  V.  HILLYER, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Nassau  County. 
W.  M.  MAXWELL, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Nassau  County. 
TURNER  DULING, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Nassau  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  HcLIN, 

Chairman. 
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REPUBLICAN  AROUMEMT. 

To  the  Board  of  State  Canrassers : 

The  repablican  candidates  respectfullj  urj^e  that  twentj-nine  (29)  votes  be  deducted  from 
the  democratic  vote  of  Nassau  County,  on  tne  g^round  that  said  twenty-nine  (29)  votes  were 
obtained  by  fraud,  coercion,  intimidation,  and  artifice. 

Specification :  That  W.  N.  Thompson,  the  democratic  candidate  for  the  legislature  in  said 
county,  and  the  paymaster  (on  Florida  Railroad)  of  A.  &  Q.W.  I.  T.  R.  R.  Co.,  distributed  to 
the  colored  employes  of  said  company  who  were  qualified  electors  a  straight  democratic  ticket 
in  and  for  said  county  aod  the  State  of  Florida,  prior  to  the  election  held  therein  on  the  7th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  stated  to  such  employes  himself,  and  at  his  instance  other  per- 
sons stated  to  said  employes,  and  caused  them  to  believe,  that  if  they  did  not  vote  such  dem- 
ocratic ticket  they  would  be  discharged ;  that,  to  enable  him  to  know  whether  or  not  said 
employes  voted  such  tickets,  he,  the  said  Thompson,  or  other  person,  put  a  certain  number 
in  ngures  upon  each  ticket,  and  made  in  a  book  a  record  of  such  number,  and  of  the  name  of 
the  employ^  to  whom  such  a  ballot  was  delivered  ;  and  after  said  election  the  said  Thomp- 
son and  one  Charles  W.  Yulee,  a  son  of  the  managing  director  of  said  railroad  company, 
examined  the  ballots  in  the  clerk's  office  which  were  cast  at  the  said  election  in  said  county, 
and  made  a  memorandum  of  the  numbers  of  the  ballots  so  marked  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the 
number  upon  each  ballot. 

And  we  allege  that,  throuf^h  fear  of  being  discharged  from  employment,  created  and  in- 
duced as  aforesaid,  if  they  did  not  vote  such  democratic  ballot,  and  well  knowing  the  fact 
of  not  voting  such  a  ballot  would  be  detected,  twenty-nine  of  such  employ^  of  said  com- 
pany did,  at  said  election  in  said  county,  vote  said  democratic  ballots. 

In  support  of  this  charge  and  specification  we  submit  the  affidavits  of  Samuel  Petty  anrl 
F.  E.  Grossman.  Mr.  Grossman's  affidavit  gives  the  number  marked  upon  each  of  the  said 
29  ballots.  Also,  affidavits  of  Gilbert  W.  Dorsey,  G.  H.  Dorsey,  James  Smith.  Dennis  Jen- 
kins, Columbus  Dorsey,  Lewis  Watson,  Joseph  Blake,  Reuben  Canty,  and  William  Smith. 
The  most  of  these  affidavits  are  by  persons  who  voted  such  tickets,  and  they  swear  that  had 
they  been  free  to  act  according  to  their  convictions  they  would  have  voted  a  republican 
ticket,  and  that  they  did  vote  such  democratic  tickets  throus^h  fear  of  being  discharged  from 
employment.  The  affidavit  of  Joseph  Blake  has  attached  to  it  one  of  the  twenty-nine 
tickets  marked  as  alleged. 

We  pray  that  said  twenty-nine  votes  be  deducted  from  the  democratic  votes  of  said  county 

MARKED  BALLOTS. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Turner  Duling,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  State 
and  county  aforesaid,  Samuel  Petty,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  10th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  JB76,  he,  the  deponent,  was  present  in  the 
court-room  in  the  city  of  Femandina,  Fla.,  and  that  he  did  see  then  and  there  one  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  who  is  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Nassau  County,  Florida,  and  a  well-known 
democrat,  and  who  is  also  the  father  of  the  general  superintendent  of  the  Atlantic  an  1 
GuLf  and  West  India  Transit  Company's  Railroad;  and  one  C.  W.  Yulee, another  weli- 
known  democrat,  and  son  of  the  president  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  engaged  in 
examining  the  contents  of  the  bfillot-box  of  the  aforesaid  Fernandina  precinct,  in  the  State 
of  Florida;  that  the  said  W. M.  Maxwell  was  looking  through  the  ballots  in  the  aforesaid 
ballot-box,  and  was  selecting  from  among  them  certain  democratic  tickets  which  had  printed 
or  stamped  upon  them  in  blue  ink  certain  numbers ;  that  the  said  W.  M.  Max- 
well did  lay  such  numbered  tickets  before  the  said  C.  W.  Yulee,  and  that  the  latter 
copied  all  such  numbers  into  a  book  by  means  of  a  pencil ;  that  he,  deponent,  stood  between 
the  said  W.  M.  Maxwell  and  the  said  C.  W.  Yulee,  and  saw  them  do  what  he,  deponent,  has  de- 
scribed ;  that  the  said  Maxwell  replaced  these  democratic  tickets  aforesaid  into  the  said  bal- 
lot-box after  the  said  C.  W.  Yulee  had  copied  the  numbers  as  aforesaid ;  that  he,  the  said 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  finally  closed  the  box  and  put  it  away  in  the  comer  of  the  court-room  be- 
hind the  clerk's  desk. 

SAMUEL  PETTY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

TURNER  DULING. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

COMPARING  MARKED  BALLOTS  WITH  LIST  OP  NAMES. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Turner  Duling,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  State 
and  county  aforesaid,  Frederick  E.  Grossman,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says  that  from  the  6th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  to  the  15th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  acted  as  deputy  United  States  marshal  for  Nassau 
County,  State  of  Florida,  under  appointment  given  him  by  S.  Conant,  United  States  mar- 
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shal  for  the  Dorthein  diBtrict  of  Florida ;  that,  bj  virtue  of  his  official  oath  as  snch  depotr 
United  States  marshal,  he,  depoDCDt,  was  present  and  carefully  observed  the  doings  of  all 
officers  of  election  daring  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  Norember,  A.  D.  1876,  at 
Femandina,  Fla. ;  that  the  ballots  cast  at  Femandina,  Fla.,  on  the  day  aforesaid,  were 
counted  by  the  proper  inspectors  of  election  at  the  Femandina  precinct  on  the  night  of  the 
7th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876;  that  such  count  was  completed  shortly  after  daylight  on  the 
8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676 ;  that  at  that  time  the  ballot-box  of  the  aforesaid  prednct 
of  Femandina,  Fla.,  was  locked  by  the  said  inspector,  and  that  a  paper  was  pasted  or  fast* 
ened  by  one  of  said  inspectors  over  the  slot  on  the  top  of  said  ballot-box  and  over  the  key- 
hole in  the  side  of  said  ballot-box,  and  that  James  McGriffio,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion, wrote  his  name  on  the  said  paper ;  that  said  ballot-box  was  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 
the  court  for  Nassau  County,  or  his  deputy,  on  the  same  day,  and  remained  in  the  custody 
of  the  said  clerk  of  the  court  of  Nassau  County,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  or  his  deputy,  Charles  v. 
Hillyer,  thereafter  to  the  present  day ;  that  the  county  board  of  canvassers  canvassed  the 
election  of  the  county  in  tne  court-room  of  Femandina,  Fla.,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  day 
of  November,  1876;  that  the  deponent  was  present  during  said  canvass;  that  one  John 
Friend,  United  States  supervisor,  was  present  likewise ;  that  before  the  county  canvass  was 
fully  completed  the  boara  of  canvassers  adjourned  to  make  room  for  a  session  of  the  dreolt 
<'ourt  of  tne  fourth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida,  for  Nassau  County  ;  that  immediatelyafter 
Hdjourament  of  said  board  of  canvassers  the  aforesaid  John  Friend  requested  of  W.  M . 
Maxwell,  aforesaid,  who,  as  clerk  of  the  aforesaid  court,  had  acted  as  one  of  the  board  of 
canvassers,  the  privilege  to  carefully  canvass  the  ballots  of  Nassau  County,  and  of  com- 
paring the  different  check-lists  from  the  different  precincts  in  Nassau  County  ;  that  the  said 
W.  M.  Maxwell  agreed  to  be  p'esent  during  such  canvass  and  comparisons,  only  stipulating 
that  such  proceedings  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  aforesaid  circuit  court  would  have 
Mdjoumed  ;  that  he,aeponent,  stood  by  and  heard  this  conversation  between  John  Friend  and 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  aforesaid,  and  that  the  impression  left  on  his,  deponent^  mind  whilst  hear- 
ing said  conversation  was  that  the  ballots,  ballot-boxes,  and  cneck-lists  would  be  left  in 
statu  quo  until  such  canvass  and  comparisons  of  check -lists  would  be  made. 

Dejponent  further  swears  that,  learning  from  reliable  information,  by  him  received,  that 
\V.  M.  Maxwell  aforesaid  and  one  C.  W,  Yulee,  a  democrat,  residing  at  Femandina,  Fla,, 
and  son  of  the  president  or  manager  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Com- 
])any,  had  examined  certain  ballots  contained  in  the  ballot-box  of  Femandina,  Fla.,  on  the 
evening  of  the  10th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  and  had  copied  therefrom  certain  numben 
stamped  on  certain  democratic  tickets  found  in  said  ballot-box,  he,  deponent,  abandoned 
ihe  idea  of  insisting  on  a  comparison  of  the  check-libts  and  ballots  of  the  different  p'-ecincts, 
being  satisfied  that  the  ballot-box  of  the  principal  precincts  in  the  county,  to  wit,  Fernan- 
ilina,  Florida,  had  already  been  handled  by  two  prominent  democrats,  to  wit,  the  aforesaid 
W.  M.  Maxwell  and  Chas.  W.  Yulee  ;  but  instead  of  canvassing  and  comparing,  as  afoire- 
said,  he,  the  deponent,  obtained  permission  to  examine,  in  his  official  capacity  as  deputy 
United  States  marshal,  the  ballot-boxes  of  the  different  preancts  of  Nassau  County  and  their 
contents ;  and  he,  deponent,  does  now  declare  the  following  as  the  result  of  such  ofBcial 
examination  made  by  him  on  the  12tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676,  in  the  court-room  at 
Femandina,  Florida,  to  wit: 

He,  deponent,  foond  the  aforesaid  paper  over  key-hole  and  slot  of  the  baUot>box  of 
Femandina,  Florida,  torn,  which  indicated  that  some  one  else  had,  previous  to  the  time  on 
which  he,  deponent,  examined  said  ballot-box,  handled  the  same.  Deponent  found  the  said 
ballot-box  filled  with  ballots,  and  among  the  aforesaid  ballots  he  discovered  twenty-three 
(23)  democratic  ballots  or  tickets,  each  containing  the  names  of  the  following  persons  for 

S residential  electors,  to  wit :  Wilkinson  Call,  James  E.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  Bobert 
ullock ;  also  containing  the  name  of  Gtoorge  F.  Drew  for  govemor  of  Florida,  and  the 
name  of  Noble  A.  Hull  for  lieuteuant-govemor,  and  of  Jesse  J.  Finley  for  Representative 
in  Congress,  second  district,  and  of  W.  Naylor  Thompson  for  the  assembly,  Nassau  Coud- 
tv,  and  of  six  democratic  candidates  for  constables  for  Nassau  County,  all  of  which  twenty- 
three  democratic  tickets  or  ballots  aforesaid  had  stamped  or  printed  upon  each  of  them,  in  blue 
ink,  a  certain  number ;  and  deponent  here  gives  a  list  of  said  numbers  as  found  by  him,  and 
then  and  there,  from  said  democratic  tickets,  to  wit:  419,  5944,  664,  6056,  610.  665,  39;^ 
6365,  642,  618,  413,5946,418,611,695,2932,8366.  414,  683,  2939,  408,  619,  and  one  demo- 
cratic  ticket  on  which  the  number  was  partly  torn  out,  and  thus  became  IHegible.  Depo- 
nent further  savs  that  said  numbers  had  been  printed  or  stamped  on  the  face  of  the  aforesaid 
democratic  tickets  below  the  names  of  the  democratic  candidates  for  constables  fur  Nassau 
County. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  next  examined  the  ballot-box  of  Dutton  precinct,  Nassau 
County,  which  ballot-box  deponent  fouud  in  like  condition  as  the  ballot-box  of  Fernandiua, 
Florida ;  thatlis,  the  paper  covering  pasted  or  fastened  over  slot  and  key -hole  of  said  ballot-box 
of  Dutton  had  also  been  torn  off ;  that  within  the  said  ballot-box  of  Dutton  precinct,  Nassau 
County,  State  of  Florida,  he,  deponent,  found,  among  many  other  ballots,  six  demo- 
cratic tickets  or  ballots  which,  in  like  manner,  had  numbers,  in  blue  ink,  stamped  or 
printed  upon  them  next  below  the  names  of  democratic  candidates  for  constables  for 
Nassau  County,  and  he  says  that  the  aforesaid  six  democratic  ballots  contained  the  same 
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oames  torpreBideDtial  electors,  for  member  of  Congress,  tor  go7ernor  and  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  Florida,  and  for  member  of  the  assembly  of  Florida,  and  for  constables,  as  were 
by  him  foand  on  the  aforesaid  twentj-three  democratic  tickets  or  ballots  in  the  ballot-box 
of  Femandina,  Fla.,  and  that  the  numbers  by  him,  the  deponent,  found  and  copied  from  the 
six  ballots  foand  in  the  ballot-box  of  Dutton  precinct  were  as  follows,  viz,  623,  620,  403, 
0033,  0032,  and  362. 

He  farther  says  that  from  reliable  information  received  by  him,  the  deponent,  he  verily 
believes  that  the  aforesaid  twenty-nine  numbers  had  been  placed  upon  the  aforesaid  twenty- 
nine  democratic  tickets  in  order  to  distinguish  them  from  other  democratic  tickets  ;  that  a 
record  of  these  numbers  had  been  kept  oy  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  who  was  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  for  the  assemblv  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County ;  that  these  tickets  thus 
Dumbered  had  been  given  to  colored  men  employed  by  the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  of 
which  the  aforesaid  W.  Naylor  Thompson  is  paymaster;  that  the  names  of  the  aforesaid 
colored  men  had  likewise  been  recordea  in  connection  with  the  aforesaid  twenty-nine  num- 
bers, and  that  finally  Charles  W.  Yulee,  son  of  the  president  or  manager  of  the  said  railroad 
company,  assisted  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Nassau  County,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
did  copy  the  said  numbers  from  the  ballots  in  the  ballot-box  of  Fernandina,  Florida,  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  which  of  the  colored  men  employed  by  the  aforesaid  railroad  company  had 
voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

F.  E.  GROSSMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1R76. 

TURNER  DULING 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

VOTED  A  MARKED  BALLOT  UNDER  COMPULSION. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  F.  Wood,  notary  public  for  the  county  of  Nassau, 
State  of  Florida,  Gilbert  W.  Dosey,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  is  a  citizeu  of  Nassau  County,  State  of  Florida  ;  that  hejwas  duly  registered  as 
such  some  time  during  the  month  of  September,  1876 ;  that  he  is  of  lawful  age;  that  previ- 
ous to  the  election  for  presidential  electors,  members  of  Congress,  and  governor  and  lieuten- 
ant-governor of  Florida,  and  members  of  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  and 
constables  for  said  county,  which  occurred  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  he,  the  depo- 
nent was  employed  in  the  workshop  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Com- 
pany's Railroifid,  (situated  at  Femandina,  Florida,)  as  a  striker ;  that  one  W.  Naylor  Thomp- 
s«>n,  paymaster  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  and  democratic  candidate  for  the  assem- 
bly of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  came  to  the  aforesaid  workshop  on  the  6th  day  of  No* 
vember,  1876,  carrying  with  him  a  handful  of  democratic  tickets  ;  that  the  said  W.  Naylor 
Thompson  then  and  there  handed  one  of  these  democratic  tickets,  which  contained  the  names 
of  the  democratic  presidential  electors,  democratic  candidates  for  Congress  from  the  2d  dis- 
trict of  Florida,  democratic  candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  dem- 
ocratic candidates  for  assembly  from  Nassau  County,  and  democratic  candidates  for  constables 
of  Nassau  County,  to  each  one  of  the  colored  men  employed  in  the  shop,  one  of  which  was 
the  deponent ;  and  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  then  and  there  said  to  the  deponent, 
"  Here  is  a  ticket,!  wish  you  to  vote  it,"  and  that  he  then  handed  deponent  one  of  the 
aforementioned  tickets.  After  having  distributed  the  said  tickets  to  all  the  colored  em- 
ployes in  the  shop  the  said  W.  Naylor  ThompsoD  said,  addressing  the  said  employes :  I 
want  to  find  out  who  votes  my  ticket,  and  if  you  don't,  look  out  for  hereafter,"  or  words  to 
that  effect,  after  saying  which  the  said  Thompson  left  the  shop.  Shortly  after  this,  and  on 
the  same  day,  one  James  P.  Feely.  a  white  employ^  in  the  same  shop,  as  boiler-maker,  said 
to  the  colored  emplov^s  present  in  the  blacksmith-shop, '*  Boys,  1  am  sorry  for  you.  I 
hate  to  see  you  leave  the  shop,  but  Thompson  (meaning  W.  Naylor  Thompson  aforesaid)  is 
going  to  discharge  you  if  you  don't  vote  tnose  tickets,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  Deponent 
further  says  that,  not  believing  that  Mr.  Thompson  meant  to  do  so,  he,  deponent  went  to  see 
W.  Naylor  Thompson  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  (November  6, 1876,)  and  asked  him 
whether  he  had  said  that  he  would  discharge  the  colored  men  employed  in  the  shop  if  they 
did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  to  which  the  said  Thompson  replied  *'  Yes." 

Deponent  then  said  to  him  **  Tou  can't  discharge  us,  because  you  didn't  hire  us,"  or  words 
to  that  effect;  to  which  the  said  Thompson  replied  ** Never  mind,  I  can  have  it  dene,"  or 
words  to  that  effect. 

And  deponent  further  swears  that  the  said  Thompson  became  angry  and  swore,  say- 
ing, '*  Damn  it,  there  is  no  use  to  talk  tome,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  Deponent  then  re- 
turned to  the  other  employes,  colored,  and  told  them  what  Thompson  had  said. 

Deponent  further  swears  that  under  fear  of  being  discharged  from  the  railroad  company, 
he,  deponent,  on  the  following  morning,  November  7,  1876,  depositad  the  democratic  ticket 
handed  to  him  by  the  aforesaid  Thompson  in  the  ballot-box  of  Femandina  precinct.  Nassau 
County,  Florida  ;  that  hs  would  have  preferred  to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  being  a  republi- 
can, bnt  that  fears  of  losing  his  position  in  the  shop,  by  means  of  which  he  supported  him- 
self and  his  aged  mother,  and  that  fear  alone,  induced  him  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Deponent  further  swears  that  the  ticket  handed  to  him  by  the  aforesaid  Thompson  on  the 
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Gth  day  of  NoTember,  1876,  and  each  of  the  tickets  handed  hj  the  same  person  to  the  colored 
moD  emplojed  io  the  said  shop,  had  nanibers  in  hlae  ink  stamped  or  printed  apon  the  face  of 
each  ticket  next  below  the  names  of  the  constables.  Deponent  farther  swears  that  when 
distributing  said  tickets  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  asked  the  name  of  each  colored  man 
to  whom  he  gave  a  ticket,  and  then  recorded  snch  name  and  the  number  of  the  ticket  giveo 
out  in  a  book  which  he  brought  with  him,  and  took  away  with  him. 

Deponent  reiterates  that  he  was  intimidated  into  voting  the  democratie  ticket*  and  would 
not  have  voted  it  bad  he  not  been  told  that  he  wcnld  lose  his  position  should  be  fail  to  do 

BO. 

GiLBERT  W.  DOSEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2Z\  November,  A.  D.  1*^76. 

WILLIAM  F.  WOOD. 

Notary  Public. 

MUST  VOTE  THE    MARKED   BALLOTS  OR  BE  OkSCHARGED. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  F.  Wood,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Nassau,  and  State  of  Florida,  Gilbert  H.  Dorsey,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  says  that  he  is  a  duly-registered  citizen  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  previ- 
ous to  the  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  Congress  for  the  second  congressional 
district  of  Florida,  governor  and  lieutenant-govf  mor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  ana  member 
of  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  also  for  constable  for  said  county,  which 
occurred  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  said  Gilbert  W.  Dorsey,  deponent, 
was  employed  as  a  striker  in  the  workshop  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  and  West  India 
Transit  Company*s  Railroad,  (situated  in  I^'ernandina,  Florida:)  that  on  the  6th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1876,  which  was  the  day  before  the  aforesaid  election  was  held,  one  W. 
Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  and  democratic  candidate 
for  the  assembly  for  the  county  of  Nassau,  and  State  of  Florida,  came  to  the  aforesaid  work- 
shop, bringing  with  him  a  handful  of  democratic  tickets,  which  contained  the  names  of 
presidential  electors,  democratic,  for  the  State  of  Florida,  to  wit :  Wilkinson  Call,  James  £. 
Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock ;  also  the  name  of  C^rge  F.  Drew  for  gover- 
nor of  Florida,  and  of  Noble  A.  Hull  for  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida;  also  the  name  of 
Jesse  J.  Finley  for  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district;  also  the  name  of  W. 
Naylor  Thompson  for  the  assembly  of  Florida,  from  Nassau  County ;  also  the  names  of  six 
constables  for  Nassau  County,  Florida ;  and  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster 
of  the  railroad  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  distribute  to  each  one  of  the  colored  men  em- 
ployed in  the  company^s  workshops,  including  the  deponent,  one  of  the  democratic  ticket^  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  when  handing  one  of  the  said  tickets  to 
the  deponent,  did  then  and  there  say  to  the  deponent,  '*  Here  is  a  ticket,  I  want  you  to 
vote  it,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Deponent  further  swears  that,  afler  hsving  distributed  the  said  tickets  as  aforesiud,  the 
said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  said,  addressing  the  said  colored  men,  **  I  want  to  find  out  who 
votes  my  tickets  ;  and  if  you  don't,  look  out  hereafter,"  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  shortly 
after  the  tickets  had  been  thus  distributed,  and  on  the  same  day,  oae  James  P.  Feely,  a 
white  employ^  in  the  same  shop — a  boiler-maker — said  to  the  colored  employes  present  in 
the  workshop,  '*  Boys,  I  am  sorry  for  yon.  I  hate  to  see  you  leave  the  shop  ;  but  Thomp- 
son (meaning  W.  Naylor  Thompson  aforesaid)  is  going  to  discharge  you  if  you  don't  vote 
these  tickets,' '  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  meant 
to  do  so,  and  that  he,  (deponent,)  on  the  evenine  of  the  same  day,  November  6,  1876,  went 
to  see  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  and  asked  him  whether  lie  had  said  that  he  would 
discharge  the  colored  men  employed  in  the  shop  if  they  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  replied,  '*  Yes." 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  then  said  to  the  said  Thompson,  '*  Yon  can't  discharge  us, 
because  you  did  not  hire  us/'  or  words  to  that  effect ;  to  which  the  said  Thompson  replied, 
**  Never  mind,  I  can  have  it  done,"  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  that  the  said  Ttiompaon  be- 
came angry  and  swore,  saying,  ''  Damn  it,  there  is  no  use  to  talk  to  me,"  or  words  to  that 
effect ;  that  then  he  (the  deponent)  left  the  said  Thompson,  and  told  the  other  colored  men 
employed  in  the  shop  what  the  said  Thompson  had  said  to  him. 

Deponent  further  swears  that  the  ticket  given  to  him  (the  deponent)  and  every  one  of 
the  tickets  handed  by  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  to  the  colored  men  employed  in  the 
shop  aforesaid  on  the  sixth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  had  stamped  or  printed  upon  the 
face  of  each  tickets,  next  below  the  names  of  constables,  a  number  in  blue  ink,  and  that, 
when  distributing  said  tickets,  the  aforesaid  W.  Naylor  Thompson  asked  the  name  of  each 
colored  man  to  whom  he  gave  a  ticket,  and  did  then  and  there  record  such  name  and  the 
number  of  the  ticket  given  out  in  a  book  which  he  (the  said  Thompson)  brought  with  him 
and  cairied  away  with  him. 
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Deponent  further  swears  that  he  voted  tlie  ticket  given  to  him  by  the  said  W.  Naylor 
Thompson,  by  depositing  the  same  on  the  7th  November,  1876,  with  one  of  the  inspectors  of 
election  appointed  for  the  precinct  of  Fernandina,  Florida,  and  that  he  did  so  under  fear  o 
being  discharged  from  employment  from  the  said  railroad,  by  means  of  which  he  supported 
himself  and  his  aged  mother,  and  that  if  left  to  his  own  free,  voluntary  act,  he.  the  deponent, 
would  have  voted  for  the  electors  on  the  republican  ticket,  to  wit,  Frederick  C.  Humphries, 
Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  Thomas  W.  Long ;  and  for  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  as 
Representative  in  Congress  for  the  second  district  of  Florida,  and  for  Marcellus  L.  Steams 
as  governor  of  Florida,  and  for  David  Montgomery  as  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  and 
for  Samuel  Petty  as  member  of  the  assembly  for  Nassau  County,  and  for  the  republican 
nominees  for  constables  for  Nassau  County  on  the  Petty  ticket 

GILBERT  H.  DORSET. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  22d  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

[5»BAL.  ]  WILLIAM  F.  WOOD, 

Notary  Public. 

VOTED  UNDER  COMPULSION. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  F.  Wood,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Dennis  Jenkins,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  he  is  a 
duly-registered  citizen  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  that  previous  to  the  election  for 
presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress  for  the  second  congressional  district  of  Florida, 
l^vernor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  member  of  the  assembly  of 
Florida  from  Nassau  County,  also  for  constables  for  the  said  countv,  which  election  took  place 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  said  Dennis  Jenkins,  deponent,  was  em- 
ployed as  a  laborer  in  the  boiler-shop  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  and  West  IndiaTransit  Company 
Railroad,  situated  in  Fernandina,  Fia. ;  that  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
which  was  the  day  before  the  aforesaid  election  was  held,  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  pay- 
master of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company  and  democratic  candidate  for  member  of  the  as- 
sembly of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  came  to  the  aforesaid  boiler-shop,  where  deponent 
was  working  at  the  time,  bringing  with  him  a  handful  of  democratic  tickets,  each  of  which 
contained  the  names  of  the  presidential  electors,  (democratic,)  to  wit,  Wilkinson  Call,  James 
E.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock ;  also  the  name  of  George  F.  Drew  for 
l^ovemor  of  Florida,  and  of  Noble  A.  Hull  for  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  also  the  name 
of  Jesse  J.  Finley  lor  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district ;  also  the  name  of  the 
aforesaid  W.  Naylor  Thompson  for  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  and  also 
the  names  of  six  constables  for  Nassau  County,  Fla. ;  and  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thomp- 
flon,  paymaster  of  the  railroad  company  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  give  to  him,  the  de- 

r)nent,  one  of  the  democratic  tickets  aforesaid,  saying,  "  Here,  Dennis,  take  this  ticket,  and 
want  to  see  it  come  out  to-morrow  night  in  the  ballot-box,**  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Deponent  further  swears  that  common  report  in  the  railroad-shop,  and  especially  remarks 
made  by  one  James  P.  Feeley,  a  white  employ^  of  the  said  railroad  company,  led  him,  the 
deponent,  to  the  firm  conviction  that  he,  the  deponent,  would  be  discharged  from  the  employ 
of  said  railroad  company  if  he  failed  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Deponent  further  swears 
that  the  democratic  ticket,  as  aforesaid  described,  handed  to  him  by  W.  Naylor  Thompson 
aforesaid,  had  piiated  or  st  impe'd  upon  it  a  number,  (430,)  as  remembered  by  deponent,  in 
blue  ink,  and  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  did,'as  deponent  verily  believes,  record 
his,  deponent's,  name  and  the  number  of  the  ticket  given  to  him,  in  a  book  which  he  (the 
said  Tnompson)  carried  with  him,  and  in  which  he  wrote  immediately  after  he  handed 
deponent  tne  ticket.  Deponent  further  swears  that  ho,  deponent,  voted  the  ticket  given 
to  bim  by  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  by  handing  the  same  on  the  seventh  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1876,  to  one  of  the  inspectors  officiating  as  such  at  the  polls  of  the  precinct 
of  Fernandina,  Fla.,  and  that  he  did  so  under  the  fear  of  being  discharged  from  employment 
from  the  said  railroad,  it  being  his  sole  support,  and  he  being  dependent  upon  it  for  means  to 
enable  him  to  assist  aged  and  needy  parent,  and  that  if  left  to  his  own  free,  voluntary 
act,  without  intimidation  or  fear  of  discharge,  he,  the  deponent,  would  have  voted  for  the  re- 
publican  electors,  to  wit,  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden, 
and  Thomas  W.Long,  and  for  Horatio  Bisbee.jr.,  as  Representative  in  Congress,  second 
district  of  Florida,  and  for  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  for  governor  of  Florida,  and  for  David  Mout- 
^mery  for  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  and  for  Samuel  Petty  as  member  of  assembly 
for  Nassau  County,  Fla.,  and  for  the  republican  nominees  for  constables  for  Nassau  County 
on  the* 'Petty "ticket. 

DENNIS  JENKINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  22d  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

WILLIAM  F.  WOOD. 

Notary  Public. 

MARKED  BALLOTS. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  F.  Woods,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Nassau  and  State  of  Florida,  Columbus  Dorsey,  who,  being  auly  sworn  according  to  Uw| 
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gays  that  be  is  a  dal j-re^atered  citizen  of  the  State  and  conntj  aforesaid  ;  that  he  is  of  law- 
ful age;  that,  previous  to  the  election  of  presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress,  and 
governor  and  lieatenant-govemor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  member  of  the  assembly  for 
le  county  of  Nassau  and  State  of  Florida,  also  for  constables  for  said  county,  whidci  oc- 
curred on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  said  Columbus  Dorsey,  deponent^ 
was  employed  in  the  workshop  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Company 
Kailroaa,  (situate  in  Fernandma,  Fla.,)  as  a  laborer  in  said  shop:  that  on  the  6th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  Ii:f76,  the  evening  of  said  day,  and  the  day  before  the  election  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1876,  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  com- 
pany and  democratic  candidate  for  the  assembly  from  Nassau  County  and  State  of  Florida, 
came  to  the  aforesaid  workshop  on  the  aforesaid  day,  and  bringing  with  him  a  handfxd  of 
democratic  tickets  which  contained  the  names  of  the  democratic  presidential  electors^  to 
wit,  Wilkinson  Call,  James  £.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock,  also  the 
name  cf  Jesse  J.  Finlev,  democratic  candidate  for  member  of  Congress  for  the  second  dis- 
trict of  Florida ;  also  the  name  of  George  F.  Drew  for  governor  and  Noble  A.  Hull  for 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  W.  Naylor  Thompson  for  member  of  the 
assembly  for  Nassau  Countv  and  State  of  Florida  ;  also  for  constables  for  Nassau  County : 
and  that  the  aforesaid  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  said  road,  as  aforesaid,  then  ajid 
there  did  distribute  to  each  one  of  the  colored  men  employed  in  the  said  company's  work- 
shop one  of  the  democratic  tickets,  as  aforesaid,  and  did  give  one  of  said  tickets  to  the  afore- 
saia  Columbus  Dorsey,  deponent,  and  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  then  and  there  said, 
'*  I  want  to  know  if  you  are  going  to  vote  this  ticket  or  not ;  if  you  are  going  to  vote  it  I 
want  to  know.  If  you  are  not  I  want  to  know,  and  then  I  will  know  what  to  do."  I  also 
heard  him  say  that  if  any  one  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  he  would  be  discharged 
from  the  shop. 

Deponent  further  says  that  W.  Naylor  Thompson  cave  to  him  (the  deponent)  a  deiDO- 
cratic  ticket  with  a  certain  number  stamped  or  printed  thereon,  and  that  the  said  Thomp- 
son called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  said  ticket  was  numbered,  and  also  took  down  the 
name  of  said  deponent,  and  told  him  he  would  set  the  number  opposite  his  name,  and  he 
would  thus  know  if  the  said  deponent  voted  the  ticket  or  not,  and  if  he  did  not  do  so,  look 
out  hereafter. 

Deponent  further  swears  that  he  voted  said  ticket  under  fr  ar  of  being  discharged  from 
employment  from  the  said  railroad  company,  and  that  if  left  to  his  own  free,  voluntary  act, 
he,  the  deponent,  would  have  voted  for  the  electors  on  the  republican  ticket,  to  wit,  Fred- 
erick C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long^,  and 
for  Marcellus  L.  Steams  for  governor,  and  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-gov^nor  of 
State  of  Florida,  and  for  Horatio  Bisbee,  junior,  as  member  of  Congress  for  the  second  dis- 
trict. State  of  Florida,  and  for  Samuel  Petty,  member  of  assembly  for  Nassau  County,  Flor- 
ida, and  for  republican  candidates  for  constables  for  Nsssau  County  on  the  Petty  ticket. 

COLUMBUS  DORSEY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  signature, 

F.  E.  Grossmann. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  lefore  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

WILLIAM  F.  WOOD, 

Notary  Public 

COERCED  WITH  A  MARKED  BALLOT. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  F.  Wood,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Nassau  and  State  of  Florida,  Lewis  Watson,  who,  being  duly  sworn  accord- 
ing to  law,  says  that  he  is  a  duly-registered  citizen  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid ; 
tb^t  previous  to  the  late  election  for  presidential  electors,  members  of  Congress  for  the 
second  congressional  district  of  Florida,  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  and  member  of  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  also  consta- 
bles of  said  county,  which  took  place  on  the  seventh  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the 
said  Lewis  Watson,  deponent,  was  employed  as  messenger  by  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
and  West  India  Transit  Company  of  the  State  aforesaid  ;  that  having  learned  from  the 
employes  of  the  said  railroad  company  who  worked  at  the  workshop  of  the  said  com- 
pany that  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  the  said  road,  on  the  sixth  of 
November,  1876,  announced  to  the  said  employ^,  who  were  colored  men  like  the  de- 
ponent, that  he,  the  said  Thompson,  would  have  them  discharged  from  the  employ  of 
the  company  aforesaid  if  they  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  fearing  that  he, 
the  deponent,  would  also  be  discharged  should  he  fail  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  he 
did  obtain  from  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  one  of  the  democratic  tickets ;  that  said 
ticket  was  numbered;  that  his  name  was,  by  the  said  W.  Taylor  Thompson,  reconi<?d 
in  a  book  with  the  number  of  his,  deponent's,  ticket,  and  that  he,  deponent,  under  fear 
of  losing  employment,  did  vote  the  said  democratic  ticket  thus  obtained,  at  the  polL» 
of  the  precinct  of  Fernaudina,  Fla.,  on  the  7tb  day  of  November,  1876,  which  con- 
tained the  names  of  the  democratic  presideutinl  electors,  to  wit:  Wilkinson  Calh 
James  E.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock ;  also,  tie  name  of  George  F. 
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Drew  for  governor,  and  Noble  A.  Hull  for  lieatenant  governor  of  Florida ;  also  the 
Dame  of  Jesse  J.  Finley  for  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district ;  also,  the  name 
of  W.  Nay  lor  Thompson  for  member  of  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County ;  also, 
the  names  of  six  constables  for  Nassau  County,  Florida ;  and  deponent  further  swears 
that  he  lost  his  right  arm  near  the  shoulder  about  three  years  ago,  and  cannot,  there- 
fore, earn  his  living  as  easily  as  he  might  do  had  he  the  use  of  both  arms ;  and  that, 
therefore,  fearing  to  lose  his  present  position  as  messenger,  he  did  vote  the  said  dem- 
ocratic ticket ;  and  that  if  left  to  his  own  voluntary  act,  without  intimidation  and  fear 
of  future  loss  of  employment,  he,  the  deponent,  would  have  voted  for  the  presidential 
electors  on  the  republican  ticket,  to  wit :  Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce, 
William  H.  Holden,  Thomas  W.  Long;  and  for  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  as  Representative  in 
Congreas  for  the  second  district  of  Florida ;  and  for  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  as  governor 
of  Florida;  and  for  David  Montgomery  as  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida;  and  for 
Samuel  Petty  as  member  of  the  assembly.  State  of  Florida,  from  Nassau  County,  and 
for  the  republican  nominees  on  the  Petty  ticket  for  constables. 

LEWIS  WATSON,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  above  signature — 

'  F.  E.  Grossman. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  F.  WOOD, 

Notary  Public. 

VOTKD  THROUGH  FEAR. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Turner  Duling,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
State  and  county  aforesaid,  Joseph  Blake,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
Bays  that  he  is  a  duly-registered  voter  of  Nassau  County  and  of  the  State  of  Florida ; 
that  previous  to  the  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress  for  the 
seoond  congressional  district  of  Florida,  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida, 
and  member  for  the  assembly  from  Nassau  County,  also  for  constables  for  said  county, 
which  election  was  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876.  he,  the  said  Joseph 
Blake,  deponent,  was  employed  as  a  laborer  on  the  railroad  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
and  West  India  Transit  Company  of  Florida ;  that  on  the  day  preceding  the  aforesaid 
election,  to  wit,  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  was  engaged 
on  the  track  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  between  Fernandina,  Fla.,  and  the  draw-bridge, 
under  charge  of  a  white  man  named  J.  D.  Berry ;  that  the  said  Berry  told  him,  depo- 
nent, on  the  day  last  mentioned,  that  if  he,  the  deponent,  did  not  on  the  following  day 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  he  would  lose  his  job ;  that  said  Berry  further  told  him, 
the  deponent,  and  five  other  colored  men  working  in  the  same  ^ang,  that  they  should 
go  to  the  railroad  office  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  that  same  evening,  after  they  finished 
their  work. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  he  and  several  other  colored  men  did  go  on  the  evening 
of  the  6th  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  to  the  office  of  the  said  railroad  company,  as  di- 
rected by  the  said  Berry ;  that  there  were  present  in  the  said  office  at  that  time,  besides 
the  colored  men  aforesaid,  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  said  railroad  com- 
pany, and  one  J.  D.  Jeiibrds,  road-master  of  the  said  railroad ;  that  the  aforesaid  Jef- 
fords took  out  of  his  pocket  a  number  of  democratic  tickets,  of  which  the  one  hereto 
attached  is  a  copy,*  except  the  number  in  blue  ink  at  the  bottom  thereof;  that  the 

*  DEMOCRATIC  CONSERVATIVE  TICKET. 

For  President  of  the  United  States, 

SAMUEL  J.  TILDEN, 

Of  New  York. 

For  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 

THOMAS  A.  HENDRICKS, 

Of  Indiana. 

For  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
WILKINSON  CALL. 
JAMES  E.  YONGE. 
ROBERT  B.  HILTON. 
ROBERT  BULLOCK. 

For  Governor  of  Florida, 

GEORGE  F.  DREW, 

Of  Madison  County. 

For  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Florida, 

NOBLE  A.  HULL, 

Of  Orange  County. 
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said  Jeffords  gave  one  of  these  tickets  to  each  of  the  colored  railroad  eoiploy^  pres> 
enty  haDding  the  one  hereto  attached  to  the  depoDent,  aud  that  he  then  told  the  col- 
ored men  present,  '^  I  want  yon  to  vote  these  tickets."  Deponent  says  he  looked  at  his 
ticket  and  discovered  that  it  was  nnmbered :  that  he  called  the  attention  of  the  said 
Jeffords  to  the  number  thereon ,  and  that  Jeffords  then  said  that  a  good  many  colored 
men  employed  by  the  railroad  company  had  promised  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket, 
hut  fearing  that  they  woiihl  not  do  so,  they  bad  numbered  the  tickets  so  that  tbey 
would  be  found  in  the  ballot-box  if  they  were  voted.  Deponent  further  says  that  the 
said  Jeffords  had  in  his  hand  a  book  wherein  he,  deponent,  saw  recorded  his  name  and 
the  number  of  the  democratic  ticket  given  him  by  the  said  Jeffords.  W.  Naylor 
Thompson  then  spoke  up  aud  said,  "  Boys,  I  want  you  to  vote  these  tickets;  I  expect 
to  go  to  Tallahassee,  and  when  I  go  I  won't  pass  a  bill  to  keep  yon  from  walking  on 
the  railroad,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Deponent  swears  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  was  at  that  time  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  for  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Jeffords  also  said  there  and  then,  addressing 
him,  the  deponeut,  and  the  other  colored  men  present,  "  We  have  been  good  friends  a 
long  time.  I  want  yon  to  vote  these  tickets,  and  if  you  don't  we  shaU  fall  oat,"  or 
words  to  that  effect ;  and  that  deponent  understood  him  to  mean  that  all  those  who 
would  and  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  given  them  would  be  discharged  from 
the  employ  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company. 

JOSEPH  BLAKE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

TURNER  DULING, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

MARKED  TICKETS  DISTRIBUTED. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Turner  Duling,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid,  Reuben  Canty,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
says  that  he  is  a  duljr-registered  voter  of  Nassau  County  aud  State  of  Florida ;  that 
previous  to  the  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress  for  the  *2d  con- 
gressional district  of  Florida,  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  aforesaid, 
and  member  of  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  also  for  constAble  for  the 
said  county,  which  election  took  place  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676,  he,  the 
said  Reuben  Canty,  deponent,  was  employed  as  fireman  in  the  machine-shop  o^  the 
AUantic  and  Golf  and  West  India  Transit  Company  of  Florida,  (situated  ii^Femandina, 
Fla. ;)  that  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  which  was  the  day  before  the 
aforesaid  election  was  held,  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  the  aforesaid  rail- 
road company,  and  democratic  candidat-e  for  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau 
County,  came  to  the  aforesaid  machine-shop,  bringing  with  him  a  handful  of  demo- 
cratic tickets,  each  of  which  contained  the  names  or  the  democratic  presidential  elect- 
ors, to  wit :  Wilkinson  Call,  James  E.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bollock ; 
also,  the  name  of  George  F.  Drew  for  governor  of  Florida,  and  of  Noble  A.  Hull  for 
lieutenant-governor  of  Florida ;  also,  the  name  of  Jesse  J.  Hnley  for  Representative 
in  Congress,  second  district  of  Florida ;  also,  the  name  of  the  aforesaid  W.  Naylor 
Thompson  for  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  Florida ;  and  also  the  names 
of  six  democratic  candidates  for  constables  for  Nassau  County,  Florida ;  and  that  the 
said  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  the  railroad  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  give 
one  of  the  said  democratic  tickets  in  bis  hand  to  each  one  of  the  colored  men  employed 
in  that  machine-shop  aforesaid  j  that  he  did  give  one  of  said  tickets  to  the  deponent, 
saying,  *'  Here,  nigger,  take  this  ticket  and  vote  it ;  when  I  open  the  box  I  want  to 
find  it  in  there,'' or  words  to  that  effect.  Deponent  further  swears  that  common  report 
in  the  shops  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  aud  particularly  remarks  made  by 
white  employ^  in  said  shoi)8,  who  were  well-known  democrats,  such  as  Samuel  Buck- 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district, 

JESSE  J.  FINLEY, 

Of  Duval  County. 

For  the  assembly,  Nassau  County, 

W.  NAYLOR  THOMPSON. 
For  constables,  Nassau  County, 
HENRY  MAYO. 
ALEXANDER  GRIFFIN. 
JOHN  C.  WILSON. 
SAMUEL  D.  JONES. 
STEPHEN  D.  KIRKLAND. 
JOHN  A.  ELLERMAN. 
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ley,  James  P.  Eeeley,  Governor  Wilson,  and  others,  to  that  effect,  that  all  colored  em- 
ployes who  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket  wonld  be  discharged  from  the  employ 
of  the  aforesaid  railroad  company — they  stating  that  the  aforesaid  W.  Naylor  Thomp- 
son had  said  so— led  him,  the  deponent,  to  the  firm  conviction  that  he,  deponent,  would 
be  discharged  from  the  employ  of  said  railroad  company  if  he  failed  to  vote  the  said 
democratic  ticket.  Deponent  further  swears  that  the  democratic  ticket  as  aforesaid 
banded  to  him  by  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  had  printed  or  stamped  upon  it,  in 
bine  ink,  a  number;  that  the  said  W.  Naylor  Thompson  called  his,  the  deponent's,  atten- 
tion to  this  number,  and  then  recorded  the  deponent's  name  in  a  book  which  he,  the 
said  Thompson,  brought  with  him  and  carried  away  with  him.  Deponent  further 
swears  that  he  voted  the  aforesaid  democratic  ticket,  given  him  by  the  said  W.  Naylor 
Thompson,  by  handing  the  same,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  to  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  election  who  officiated  as  such  at  the  polls  of  the  precinct  of  Feruandina, 
Fla.,  and  that  he  did  so  under  positive  fear  of  being  discharged  from  the  employ  of 
the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  it  being  his  only  support  for  himself,  wife,  and  child; 
and  that  if  left  to  his  own  free  voluntary  act,  without  intimidation  or  fear  of  future 
discharge,  he,  the  deponent,  would  have  voted  for  the  republican  electors,  to  wit : 
Frederick  C.  Humphries,  Charles  H.  Pearce,  William  H.  Holden,  and  Thomas  W.  Long, 
and  for  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  as  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district  of  Florida, 
and  for  Marcellns  L.  Stearns  for  governor  of  Florida,  and  for  David  Montgomery  for 
lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  and  for  Satnnel  Petty  as  member  of  the  assembly  of 
Florida  from  Nassau  County,  and  for  the  republican  candidates  for  constables  for  Nassau 
County  on  the  "  Petty  ticket." 

REUBEN  CANTY,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  signature — 
F.  E.  Grossmann. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

THREATENED  WITH  DISCHARGU. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Turner  Duling,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
State  and  county  aforesaid,  William  Smith,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
says  that  he  is  a  duly-registered  voter  of  Nassau  County  and  of  Florida ;  that  pre- 
vious to  the  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress  for  the  second  con- 
gressional district  of  Florida,  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  and  a  mem- 
«ber  of  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  also  for  constable  for  the  said 
county,  which  election  took  place  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  said 
William  Smith,  deponent,  was  employed  as  a  laborer  in  the  foundery-shop  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Company  of  Florida,  (situated  at  Feruandina, 
Fla. ;)  that  on  the  evening  of  the  6bh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  on  the  day  before 
the  aforesaid  election,  one  William  Naylor  Thompson,  paymaster  of  the  aforesaid 
railroad  company,  came  to  the  aforesaid  shop  and  gave  to  one  H.  C.  Cook,  a  white  man 
who  was  then  and  now  is  in  charge  of  the  said  shop,  several  democratic  tickets  to  be 
by  him  distributed  to  the  colored  men  under  his  charge ;  that  the  said  Cook  handed 
one  of  these  democratic  tickets  to  the  deponent,  and  asked  deponent  to  vote  it  on  the 
following  day ;  that  he,  deponent,  told  him,  the  said  Cook,  that  he  would  not  do  so, 
and  that  the  said  Cook  said  to  deponent  that  if  he  did  not  vote  it  he  wonld  bo  liable 
to  be  discharged  from  the  shop. 

Deponent  further  swears  that  the  democratic  ticket  then  handed  him  contained  the 
names  of  Wilkinson  Call,  James  E.  Yonge,  Robert  B.  Hilton,  and  Robert  Bullock  for 
presidential  electors,  the  name  of  George  F.  Drew  for  governor,  of  Noble  A.  Hull  for 
lieutenant-governor,  of  Jesse  J.  Finley  for  Representative  in  Congress,  of  W.  Naylor 
Thompson,  aforesaid,  for  member  of  the  assembly,  State  of  Florida,  from  Nassau 
County,  and  of  six  democratic  candidates  for  constables  for  Nassau  County ;  and  that 
the  said  ticket  had  stamped  or  printed  upon  its  face,  near  the  bottom,  in  blue  ink,  a 
number,  to  wit,  243,  as  now  remembered  by  deponent. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  signature : 

F.  E.  Grossman. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

TURNER  DULING, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

MARKED  BALLOT. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Turner  Duling,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
State  and  county  aforesaid,  James  Smith,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says 
that  he  is  a  duly-registered  voter  of  Nassau  County  and  of  the  State  of  Florida ;  that 
previous  to  the  election  for  presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress  for  the  second 
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coDgressioDal  district  of  Florida,  governor  and  lientenaDt-govemor  of  Florida,  and 
members  of  the  assembly  of  Florida  from  Nassau  County,  also  for  constables  for  the  said 
county,  which  election  was  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  said  James 
Smith,  deponent,  was  employed  as  laborer  on  the  railroad  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  and 
West  India  Transit  Company,  of  Florida;  that  on  the  4th  November,  A.  D.  1876, he, 
the  deponent,  was  working  in  a  gang  of  railroad  laborers  at  Callahan,  Fla. ;  that  on 
the  day  last  mentioned  one  Wade  Redd,  section-master  of  the  aforesaid  railroad,  under 
whose  supervision  the  deponent  worked,  asked  him,  the  deponent,  at  Callahan,  what 
ticket  he  meant  to  vote  at  the  approaching  election ;  that  deponent  replied  that  he 
would  vot«  the  republican  ticket ;  whereupon  the  said  Wade  Redd  stated  to  deponent 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  meaning  a  man  of  that  name 
who  was  and  is  now  paymaster  of  the  railroad  company  aforesaid,  and  was  then  a 
candidate  on  the  democratic  ticket  for  member  of  the  legislature  of  Florida  from  Nas- 
sau County,  in  which  letter  he,  the  said  Wade  Redd,  asserted  that  said  Thompson  had 
instructed  him,  the  said  Redd,  to  ascertain  which  and  how  many  of  the  colored  men 
employed  under  him  would  vote  for  him,  the  said  Thompson,  and  also  to  tell  all  the 
colored  men  under  him  that  those  among  them  who  did  not  vote  for  him,  the  said  W. 
Niwlor  Thompson,  would  be  discharged  from  the  railroad  company  aforesaid. 

Deponent  thereupon  told  him,  the  said  Wade  Redd,  that  he  would  vote  whatever 
ticket  he  pleased,  and  deponent  now  swears  that  he,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1876,  left 
the  employ  of  the  said  railroad  of  his  own  accord,  because  he  felt  confident  that  he 
would  be  discharged,  inasmuch  as  he  was  determined  to  vote  the  republican  ticket, 
which  he  did  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  SMITH,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  sip^nature : 
F.  E.  Grosmax. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

TURNER  DULING, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DEMOCRATIC  ANSWER. 

In  answer  to  the  objections  and  specifications  presented  by  the  republican  candi- 
dates to  twenty-nine  votes  cast  for  the  democratic  presidential  electors  in  Nassaa 
County,  it  is  respectfully  submitted — 

Ist.  That  this  board  has  no  Jurisdiction  over  the  charges  therein  set  forth. 

2d.  That  if  true  as  alleged  that  the  ballots  of  said  twenty-nine  colored  voters  were 
marked  by  their  employers  so  that  they  might  be  identified,  it  does  not  in  anywise 
affect  the  votes  thus  cast  by  said  twenty-nine  colored  electors. 

3d.  That  a  systematic  persecution  and  intimidation  of  colored  men  who  announced 
themselves  in  sympathy  with  the  conservative  or  democratic  party  in  said  county  of 
Nassau,  and  elsewhere  in  the  State  of  Florida,  was  practiced  at  and  prior  to  said  eitc- 
tion  to  such  extent  that  colored  voters  were  deterred  from  voting  the  democratic 
ticket  openly.  It  was  with  the  view  of  enabling  such  colored  voters  to  vote  according 
to  their  wishes,  without  intimidation  or  insult  from  republicans,  and  still  be  able  to 
prove  to  their  democratic  friends  that  they  had  voted  according  to  their  professions, 
that  said  ballots  were  marked ;  that  this  was  done  with  the  consent  of  the  voters,  and 
no  intimidation  was  practiced  to  induce  electors  to  vote  the  same. 

4th.  That  democrats  have  a  right  to  employ  or  discharge  their  laborers  as  they 
please,  and  only  follow  the  precedent  set  by  the  State,  &c.,  authorities  if  they  furnish 
employment  to  those  who  are  in  political  sympathy  with  them. 

Affidavits  will  be  filed  during  the  day  iu  support  of  this  answer. 

GEO.  P.  RANEY, 

For  Democrats. 

STATEMENT  OF  D.  8.  YULKE. 

I  have  seen  this  afternoon,  for  the  first  time,  a  certain  paper  signer!  by  Hon.  H. 
Bisbee,  jr.,  and  accompanying  affidavits,  relating  to  the  late  election  in  Nassau  County, 
filed  with  the  board  of  State  canvassers.  The  allegation  intended  to  be  conveyed 
seems  to  be  that  the  corporation  referred  to  caused  the  names  of  its  employ^  to  be 
entered,  with  numbers  annexed,  in  a  book,  and  that  democratic  ballots  correspondingly 
marked  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  of  such  employ^  to  be  voted  upon  pain  <h 
discharge.  I  am  the  vice-president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  corporation  re- 
ferred to  in  the  said  papers.  No  such  thing  could  have  taken  place  without  its  coming 
to  my  attention.  I  say  positively  that  the  allegation  of  said  affidavits,  so  far  as  any 
alleged  action  of  said  corporation  is  concerned,  is  wholly  untrue  and  absolutely  un- 
founded. I  never  myself  exchanged  a  syllable  with  any  colored  employ^  of  the  com- 
pany upon  the  subject  of  politics.  No  person  was  ever  directed  or  authorized  to 
threaten  any  employd  with  discharge  from  employment  on  account  of  any  vote  he 
might  give,  nor  to  require  them  to  vote  in  any  particular  manuer,  with  a  very  few  excep- 
tions, as  I  was  informed ;  and  do  not  doubt  every  colored  employ^  of  the  company 
voted  the  full  republican  ticket,  and  no  one  has  been  discharged  on  account  of  it 
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Immediately  upon  recelviDg  a  dispatch  apprising  me  of  the  allegation  which  had 
been  filed,  I  started  here  to  meet  them.  The  only  chief  of  a  department  I  could  see  before 
leaving  for  this  place,  namely,  the  yard-master,  assured  me  the  allegation  was  as  to 
bis  section  of  the  service  nnfonnded,  and  promised  me  the  annexed  statement  in  writ- 
ing ;  but  there  was  no  time  for  its  verification.  The  road-master,  who  I  saw  on  the 
eve  of  leaving,  made  similar  reply  to  my  inquiries. 

These  two  officers  have  more  of  the  employes  of  the  company  under  their  immediate 
supervision  than  any  others.  I  repeat  that  the  allegation  is  unfounded ;  but  that  I 
may  not  be  regarded  as  abandoning  any  right  of  the  company,  I  will  say  further  that 
if  the  company  had  done  what  is  alleged,  it  would  have  done  only  what  it  had  a  right 
to  do.  If  in  its  view  of  its  own  interest  it  was  important  to  secure  a  certain  govern- 
mental policy,  as,  for  instance,  to  remedy  oppressive  taxation  and  unfit  appointments 
to  office,  there  is  no  reason  in  morals  or  law  why  it  should  not  prefer  in  its  service 
those  who,  sympathising  in  its  views,  would  be  disposed  to  promote  and  sustain  its 
policy  and  its  interest.  The  freedom  of  choice  is  equally  the  privilege  of  the  employers 
and  employed :  neither  is  accountable  to  any  other  person  or  power  for  the  reasons 
prevailing  witn  him — on  the  one  hand  to  employ,  on  the  other  hand  to  accept  employ- 
ment. In  the  case  of  either  employer  or  employed,  his  own  benefit  controlled  by  his 
own  conscience  furnishes  the  reasonable  and  legitimate  rule  of  choice. 

I  think  it  proper  to  add  the  following :  Certain  action  of  Mr.  Charles  Wickliffe  Tulee 
is  referred  to,  and  he  is  pointedly  described  as  ''  the  son  of  the  managing  director  of 
the  railroad  company,''  the  purpose  seeming  to  be  to  connect  his  action  with  that  of 
the  company  because  of  his  domestic  relation  to  the  manager.  My  son  being  absent 
from  the  State  and  ignorant  of  the  statement  put  on  file,  it  is  my  reasonable  duty  to 
notice  the  matter.  He  has,  as  all  other  gentleman  have,  his  own  independent  line  of 
opinion  and  action,  and  in  the  late  election  exercised  his  rights.  What  is  alleged  re- 
specting him  is  contained  in  an  affidavit  of  Samuel  Petty.  In  this  affidavit  it  is  stated 
by  the  deponent  Petty  that  on  a  certain  day  he  was  in  the  court-house  in  Fernandina, 
when  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  showed  to  C.  W.  Yulee  certain  of  the  ballots  con- 
tained in  the  box  of  the  Fernandina  precinct,  upon  which  some  numbers  were  marked ; 
that  the  said  Yulee  copied  the  numbers  with  a  pencil,  and  that  the  clerk  replaced  the 
ballots  in  the  box,  closed  it,  and  put  it  away ;  and  that  he,  the  deponent  Petty,  stood 
between  the  clerk  and  Yulee  during  all  the  time  this  was  being  done.  Well,  what  of 
all  this? 

It  is  evident  the  action  was  very  open.  It  was  done  in  the  immediate  presence  and 
ander  the  eye  of  the  republican  candidate  for  the  legislature,  the  deponent  Petty,  who, 
to  use  his  own  words,  **  stood  between  the  said  W.  M.  Maxwell"  (the  clerk)  and  the 
said  C.  W.  Yulee,  and  saw  them  do  '*  what  he,  deponent,  has  described.''  So  there  was 
uo  concealment  about  it,  and  what  Mr.  C.  W.  Yulee  did  he  had  a  right  to  do.  He 
asked  a  view  of  the  ballots  after  the  county  canvass  was  concluded  and  the  county 
returns  had  been  made. 

This  he  had  right  to  after  the  canvass,  and  until  the  ballots  were  destroyed ; 
tbey  were,  it  anything,  a  record  of  the  office,  and  every  citizen  had  a  right  to  make 
search  of  them  through  the  custodian,  the  clerk.  One  of  the  affidavit-makers,  Gross- 
man, did  exactly  the  same  thing,  as  he  states  himself.  It  is  said  he  particularly  noted 
with  a  pencil  certain  numbers  marked  on  some  of  the  tickets.  The  affidavit-marker, 
Grossman,  did  the  same  thiug,  and  has  recorded  the  numbers  in  his  affidavit.  Every 
man  has  a  right,  if  he  so  chooses,  to  distinguish  his  ballot  by  any  mark  that  will  identi^ 
it.  Various  reasons  may  induce  this ;  among  others  that  the  elector  may  make  sure 
that  his  ballot  has  not  been  fraudulently  su^tituted  by  another  and  difierent  one,  or 
that  from  some  social  or  other  reasons  he  might  have  the  means  of  satisfying  doubts 
as  to  his  fidelity  to  the  cause  he  professed  to  espouse.  And  he  may  prepare  his  own 
ballot  or  use  one  prepared  by  another  hand.  The  law  does  not  prohibit  the  use  of 
private  marks  for  identification  of  a  ballot  deposited  by  an  elector.  It  is  not  unusual 
to  do  it  by  color  of  the  paper,  or  number,  or  other  private  mark.  In  this  case  it  seems 
some  of  the  tickets  were  numbered,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Yulee,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
democratic  executive  committee,  took  a  note  of  them.  This  is  the  whole  case,  and  it 
is  undeserving  comment. 

That  Mr.  C.  W.  Yulee  could  have  had  no  participation  in  any  purpose  of  coercion 
during  the  canvass  is  evident  from  the  fact  that,  in  connection  with  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  he  distributed  extensively  a  pamphlet  printed  by  the  dem- 
ocratic executive  committee  of  the  second  congressional  district,  containing  every 
particular  of  the  laws  of  the  State  or  the  United  States  in  relation  to  intimidation  or 
coercion  of  votes.    A  copy  of  the  pamphlet  referred  to  is  annexed  to  this  statement. 

D.  8.  YULEE. 

Sworn  to  and  snbsoribel  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

FRED  T;  MYERS, 

Clerk  Supreme  Court. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


440  FLORIDA — ^NASSUA   COUNTY. 

statement  of  geo.  6.  brown. 

Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Rahjioad, 

Femandinaf  Fla,,  December  1, 1876. 
I  am  yard-master  of  the  above-named  company  at  Femandina,  and  as  such  have 
charge  of  all  laborers  employed  in  labor  of  every  description  at  the  station  of  Feman- 
dina^  including  brakesmen  on  the  train,  car-greasers,  shifters,  and  firemen.  I  never  at 
any  time  attempted  to  exert  any  inflaence  upon  the  action  of  any  of  them  in  the  late 
election.  On  the  day  of  election  I  expressed  my  opinion  to  two  of  them,  namely,  Tony 
Wiley  and  Monday  Turner,  of  which  was  best  side ;  used  no  persuasion  or  urgency  that 
they  should  vote  as  I  intended  to  do.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that 
all  the  persons  who  are  under  my  charge  voted  the  full  republican  vote,  except,  ipet- 
haps,  one  or  two,  who  did  so  voluntarily.  I  had  no  instructions  nor  directions  from 
any  officer  of  the  company  to  attempt  to  use  any  influence  with  any  person  in  respect 
to  the  election.  I  had  my  own  political  opinions,  and  acted  only  as  every  free  citizezj 
has  a  right  to  act  in  the  pending  political  issues. 

G.  8.  BROWN, 

Yard-Blaster. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  W.   NAYLOR  THOMPSON. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Before  me  personally  came  W.  Naylor  Thompson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says,  that  he  has  seen  and  read  the  statement  in  a  paper  signed  by  the  Hon.  H. 
Bisbe,  jr.,  in  behalf  of  the  republican  candidates,  and  in  the  affidavits  of  F.  £.  Gross- 
man, Lewis  Walton,  Gilbert  H.  Dorsey,  Samuel  Petty,  James  Smith,  Dennis  Jenkins, 
Columbus  Dorsey,  Joseph  Blake,  Reuben  Canty,  and  William  Smith,  all  of  them  eolored 
persons,  except  F.  £.  Grossman,  who  is  United  States  collector  of  the  customs  at  Fer- 
nandina;  that  as  to  the  matters  and  things  stated  in  the  affidavit  of  Samuel  Petty,  be 
knows  nothing ;  that  as  to  so  much  of  the  affidavit  of  F.  £.  Grossman  as  may  be  con- 
sidered material,  he  knows  nothing,  except  as  to  what  is  stated  in  the  last  paragraph, 
and  as  to  that,  it  is  alsolutely  false — *'  a  record  was  kept  of  these  numbers  (the  num- 
bers specified  in  the  said  Grossman's  affidavit)  by  one  W.  Naylor  Thompson,"  if  the 
said  Grossman  meant  this  affiant;  or  **  that  these  tickets  had  been  given  to  colored 
men  employed  by  the  aforesaid  railroad  company,  so  far  as  this  affiant  knows  ;**  or 
"  that  the  names  of  the  aforesaid  colored  men  had  been  recorded  in  connection  witii 
aforesaid  twenty-nine  numbers ;''  all  of  which  assertions,  in  connection  with  affiant's 
name,  affiant  distinctly  denounces  as  fal^. 

That  he,  said  affiant,  was  president  of  the  democratic  club  of  Nassaru  County,  and 
was  a  candidate  for  member  of  the  general  assembly,  and  shown  by  the  returns  of  the 
county  canvassers  to  have  been  elected  at  the  election  of  November  7th. 

That  as  to  the  affidavit  of  Lewis  Watson,  marked  No.  8,  he  says,  that  the  material 
parts  of  the  statements  it  contains  are  not  true ;  that  he  never  gave  the  said  Watson  a 
ticket  at  all  of  any  kind ;  that  some  month  or  two  before  the  day  of  the  election  the 
said  Lewis  Watson  applied  voluntarily  for  admission  as  a  member  of  the  democratic 
club,  of  which  the  affiant  was  chairman,  itnd  was  admitted  and  enrolled  as  such ;  that 
he  professed  and  manifested  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the  party,  and  frequently  told 
him  he  intended  to  vote  the  whole  ticket ;  that  on  the  day  of  the  election  ho  came  to 
him  with  a  ticket,  which  he  said  was  the  ballot  he  intended  to  vote,  but  said  there  were 
two  names  upon  it — those  of  EUeman  and  Mayo^for  whom  he  would  not  vote,  and 
asked  him  to  strike  those  names  ofi'  for  him,  which  he  did,  and  returned  the  ticket  to 
him ;  that  the  ticket  he  showed  him  had  a  number  upon  it,  and  that  the  ticket  from 
which  the  two  names  were  erased  was  voted  by  the  said  Watson;  that  it  is  true 
the  said  Watson  is  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company,  and  was  a  cripple,  who  had 
been  long  employed  by  the  company  in  slight  labor  from  motives  of  charity.  And 
affiant  says  that  as  regards  the  affidavits  purporting  to  be  of  Gilbert  W.  Dorsey  (No. 3) 
and  Gilbert  H.  Dorsey, (No.  4,)  they  are  evidently  duplicates,  and  signed  by  the  same  man; 
that  there  is  but  one  Gilbert  Dorsey  who  has  been  employed  by  the  company,  and  may 
have  the  middle  of  H. ;  and  that  as  regards  the  affidavits  of  the  said  Gilbert  H.  Dorsey. 
(No.  4,)  Dennis  Jenkins,  (No.  6,)  Columbus  Dorsey,  (No.  7,)  Reuben  Cauty,  (No.  10,)  and 
William  Smith,  (No.  11,)  being  five  in  number,  Gilbert  Dorsey  and  William  Smith  were 
in  the  regular  employ  of  the  company  at  the  date  referred  to,  and  Columbus  Dorsey, 
Reuben  Canty,  and  Dennis  Jenkins  were  only  occasionally  employed,  ifrheu  there  was 
special  need  lor  extra  labor. 

That  he  did  give  to  these  five  persons  tickets,  as  stated  by  them,  and  that  the  said 
tickets  were  of  a  parcel  preparetl  by  the  democratic  club  for  distribution,  and  num- 
bered for  politic  reasons  ;  and  that  he  did  take  on  a  slip  of  paper  a  memorandum  of 
the  numbers  of  the  tickets  he  gave  them,  which  now  proves  to  have  been  fortunately 
done  ;  that  he  said  to  them,  in  giving  them  the  tickets,  that  was  the  ticket  he  wanted 
them  to  vote,  but  they  were  free  to  do  as  they  pleased,  and  that  he  said  nothing  more, 
and  that  all  else  he  is  stated  to  have  said  is  wholly  untrue.    That  he  positively  did  not 
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say,  or  authorize  any  person  to  say  for  him,  that  if  they  did  not  vote  them  they  would 
be  discharged,  nor  did  he  intimate  or  imply  any  such  consequence.  That  he  could  not 
have  done  so,  as,  although  in  the  service  of  the  company,  he  has  no  employ68  in  his  con- 
trol,  and  has  not  the  employment  or  discharge  of  any  person,  and  that  he  knew  also  that 
the  long-settled  practice  of  the  company  was  not  to  exercise  any  interference  with  or 
coercion  upon  its  employes  in  political  or  other  matters  not  pertaining  to  their  duties. 
That  the  circumstance  which  led  him  to  sive  tickets  to  these  men  was  that  he  had  un- 
derstood they  wished  to  vote  for  him,  and  indeed  all  or  nearly  all  of  them  had  volun- 
tarily told  him  they  intended  to  vote  for  him,  and  he  therefore  carried  to  them  tickets, 
as  he  had  aright  to  do  as  a  citizen  and  candidate,  but  that  as  he  doubted  their  sincerity ; 
he  kept  a  memorandum  on  a  loose  piece  of  paper  (not  ^*  in  a  book,''  as  stated  by  them) 
of  the  tickets  he  gave  them ;  as  a  consequence  of  having  kept  this  memorandum  he  is 
enabled  to  say,  and  does  positively  swear,  that  Twt  one  of  them  voted  the  ticket  Jte 
gave  ihem,  and  that  the  statement  in  the  affidavits  of  four  of  them,  namely,  that  they 
had  voted  those  tickets,  is  positively  and  certainly  false,  and  that  he  has  reason,  to  be- 
lieve that  each  of  the  said  four  of  them  voted  the  straight  republicaB  ticket,  and  that 
it  can  be  clearly  nroven  to  be  so  by  other  evidence  upon  a  trial.  That  one  of  the  five, 
William  Smith-,  (No.  11,)  does  not  profess  to  have  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  And 
affiant  says  that  in  proof  that  no  such  threat  or  coercion  was  used  or  intended,  no  per- 
son connected  with  the  service  of  the  company  has  been  discharged  for  political  cause 
since  the  election,  nor  had  ever  been  before.  And  affiant  further  says  that,  as  regards 
the  alleged  interview  of  Gilbert  Dorsey  with  him  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the  state- 
ment is  wholly  untrue;  that  he,  this  affiant,  never  had  any  such  conversation,  or  any 
other  conversation,  with  him  after  giving  him  the  ticket,  and  positively  did  not  then^ 
nor  at  any  other  time,  tell  him  nor  Cell  any  other  persons  that  if  he  did  not  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  he  would  be  discharged,  or  that  he  would  have  it  done. 

And  the  affiant  further  swears  that  as  regards  the  affidavit  of  James  Smith  he,  the 
said  affiant,  knows  nothing  except  that  he  says  positively  he  never  gave  any  such  in- 
structions as  is  alleged  to  have  been  stated  by  Redd,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  Red 
said  so.  I  did  write  to  Red,  asking  him  how  many  of  his  gang  would  vote  with  us, 
but  nothing  more ;  but  that  the  said  James  Smith  does  not  profess  or  pretend  to  have 
voted  the  ^mocratic  ticket. 

And  this  affiant  further  says  that  as  regards  the  affidavit  of  Joseph  Blake,  he  cannot 
answer  for  what  may  have  passed  between  him,  the  said  Blake,  and  others ;  but  as  to 
what  the  said  Blake  alleges  he,  this  affiant,  said  to  him,  it  is  wholly  nntrue. 

This  affiant  recollects  that  on  an  occasion  when  the  said  Blake  and  several  others 
were  together,  he  said  to  them  that  he  was  a  candidate,  and  he  wanted  them  to  vote 
his  ticket:  that  a  part  of  his  platform  was  equal  rights  to  all,  and  that  he  would  op- 

aany  legislation  that  did  not  secure  to  them  the  same  rights  as  anv  other  in  the 
;  but  the  said  Blake  does  not  profess  in  his  affidavit  to  have  voted  tne  democratic 
ticket,  but,  on  the  contrary,  sends  ft  attached  to  his  affidavit. 

And  this  affiant  further  says  that  upon  an  analysis  of  the  affidavits  it  appears  that 
only  ^ye  of  those  who  made  them,  to  wit,  Lewis  Watson,  Gilbert  Dorsey,  Dennis  Jen- 
kins, Columbus  Dorsey,  and  Reuben  Canty,  profess  to  have  voted  the  democratic 
ticket ;  that  Lewis  Watson,  as  before  shown,  was  a  voluntaiy  and  regular  member  of 
the  democratic  club,  and  did  not  receive  a  ticket  from  this  affiant,  nor  had  the  ticket 
he  voted  any  number  upon  it,  and  that  the  other  four  who  say  they  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  each  say  it  was  the  ticket  hCy  this  affiant,  gave  them  ;  and  he,  this  affiant,  pos- 
itively swears  that  if  the  numbers  given  in  the  affidavits  of  F.  E.  Grossman  as  being  the 
numbers  marked  on  ballots  in  the  box  is  true,  (and  he  has  reason  to  believe  the  num- 
bers are  correctly  stated,)  that  ihey  did  not  vote  these  tickets,  ae  none  of  the  tickeie  he 
gave  them  were  found  in  the  box. 

This  affiant  says  that  the  statement  made  in  these  five  affidavits  is  the  whole  ground 
npon  which  it  is  proposed  to  cancel  twenty-nine  democratic  tickets,  deposited  by  reg- 
istered and  lawfully-entitled  electors  of  the  State;  and  against  such  a  course  this  af- 
fiant protests. 

And  this  affiant  says  that  only  two  of  the  persons  whose  purported  affidavits  allege 
they  voted  the  democratic  ticket  could  sign  their  names,  and  the  illiteracy  of  one  who 
did  sign  it  is  shown  by  bis  signing  it  Mr.  Gilbert  H.  Dorsey,  (on  affidavit  No.  3;)  yet 
in  the  affidavits  these  persons,  who  cannot  read,  and  who  say  they  deposited  the  tick- 
ets they  received  in  the  ballot-box  the  next  day,  are  made  to  swear  unqualifiedly,  two 
or  three  weeks  afterward,  that  the  tickets  given  to  them  contained  certain  specified 
names,  extending  to  a  long  list. 

The  affiant  further  says  that  the  democratic  club  of  the  county,  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  procured  the  printing  of  a  large  number  of  tickets  for  distribution,  some  of 
which  were  identifiable  by  color,  some  by  marks,  &c. ;  and  that  the  use  of  the  differ- 
ent kinds  was  not  confined  to  any  persons  in  any  particular  employment.  The  demo- 
crats used  all  the  legitimate  means  in  the  conduct  of  its  campaign  which  are  custom- 
ary everywhere,  as  they  had  a  right  to  do.  The  depositions  of  colored  laborers  in 
Barry's  road-gang,  referred  to  in  affidavit  of  Joseph  Blake,  and  of  the  laborers  in  the 
machine-shops,  (marked  numbers  3  and  4,)  will  verify  what  I  have  stated  in  this  dep- 
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ositioQ  ref2:arding  my  action.  Ooe  of  the  affiants  among  the  shop-laborers,  William 
Smith,  is  the  same  William  Smith  whose  affidavit  is  among  those  filed  with  Mr.  Bis- 
bee's  charges,  (marked  No.  11.)  The  affiants  in  Barry's  gans:,  or  a  part  of  the  gang  to 
which  BlaKe  belonged,  and  who  are  referred  to  in  his  (Blake's)  affidavit,  (No.  9,)  the 
affiants  to  the  several  depositions  marked  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  numbering  tweuty-eighi  are 
all  colored  laborers  in  the  employment  of  the  railroad  company,  and  the  number  of 
such  witnesses  can  be  greatly  extended  if  more  time  were  allowed. 

It  is  further  noticeable  that  my  statement  is  distinctly  corroborated  by  the  associ- 
ates of  Dorsey.  Jenkins,  Smith,  and  Canty,  in  the  machine-shops,  (see  their  deposition, 
marked  No.  3,)  and  by  the  further  fact  that  in  the  only  case  in  which  a  witness  of  tiie 
republicans  states  the  number  of  the  ticket  I  gave  him,  he  stands  convicted  of  false- 
hood by  a  witness  of  his  own  side.  Dennis  Jenkins  in  his  affidavit  says  the  number  of 
the  ticket  I  gave  him  was  four  hundred  and  thirty,  and  he  swears  distinctly  that  he 
deposited  that  ticket  in  the  ballot-box.  Mr.  Grossman,  another  witness  of  the  same 
side,  gives  numbers  on  the  tickets  which  were  in  the  box,  and  430  is  not  one  of  them. 

And  this  affiant  says  he  strenuously  and  earnestly  protests  against  the  proposition  in 
the  paper  signed  by  Mr.  Bisbee.  This  proposition,  reduced  to  plain  terms,  is  nothing 
less  than  that  upon  the  ex-parte  affidavit  of  an  illiterate  and  irresponsible  person,  who 
cannot  sign  his  name  to  a  paper  called  his  affidavit,  and  of  course  cannot  read  its  con- 
tents, and  who  could  not  read  the  ballot  he  deposited,  the  canvassers  should  throw  oat 
a  lawful  ballot  deposited  by  a  registered  and  duly-qualified  elector,  and  refuse  its  count 
to  the  candidates  voted  for.  Such  trifling  with  the  sanctity  of  the  ballot  would  be 
monstrous  and  unprecedented.  K veiy  vote  for  candidates  to  whom  the  canvassers  were 
politically  opposed  could  thus  be  easily  annulled. 

W.  NAYLOR  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4tb  day  of  December,  A.  D.  187(i. 

FRED.  T.  MYERS, 
Clerk  Supreme  Court. 

VOTKRS  WHO  WKUE  NOT  COERCED. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County  : 

Personally  appeared  the  subscribers  hereto,  who,  beiug  duly  sworn,  says  that  they 
work  for  the  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Company  in  the  capacity  of  ware 
house-hands,  under  W.  O.  Jeffreys^  jr.,  agent,  and  that  the  said  W.  O.  Jeflries,  jr.,  or 
no  other  person  connected  with  said  road,  used  any  means  of  coercion,  by  threats  or 
otherwise,  to  influence  us  or  any  others  to  vote  for  any  particular  person  or  party. 
We  further  swear  that  we  do  not  believe  any  of  the  officers  connected  with  said  road 
used  any  coercion  or  threats  to  them  to  vote  other  than  the  way  desired. 

r  EDDIE  REYNOLDS. 


Witness  for  all  those  whose  names  are  signed 


Alfred  Poin dexter. 


LEWIS  JENKINS,  his  x  mark. 
DAVE  ROBINSON,  his  x  mark. 
BEN.  MARK,  his  x  mark. 


within  the  space  embraced  by  the  scroll,  <  CHAS.  WILLIAMS,  his  x  mark. 

*   '  ^  ^  LEWIS  DAVIS,  his  x  mark. 

CHAS.  W^RIGHT,hi8  x  mark- 
JOHN  HARGET,  his  x  mark. 
(.CHARLES  WRIGHT. 
GUS.  MOSELEY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness :  Alfred  Poindexter. 
C.  W.  Maxwell. 
State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County  : 

Personally  appeared  the  subscribers  hereto,  who,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  work 
in  the  machine  department  of  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Railroad,  in  the 
capacity  of  flremen,  laborers,  and  greasers,  under  W.  P.  Wylly,  master  mechanic,  and 
H.  S.  Wilson,  foreman  ;  and  that  the  said  W.  P.  Wylly  and  H.  S.  Wilson,  or  no  other 
person  connected  with  said  road,  used  any  means  of  coercion,  by  threats  or  otherwise, 
to  influence  us  or  any  others  to  vote  for  any  particular  person  or  party.  We  further 
swear  that  we  do  not  believe  any  of  the  officers  connected  with  said  road  used  any 
coercion  or  threats  to  make  them  vote  other  than  the  way  desired. 

GEORGE  NED,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
J.  C.  EVANS,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
One  of  the  inspectors  of  election  at  Hart's  Road. 
RICHARD  NELSON,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
THOMAS  KI8ER,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
GEORGE  DORSEY,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
WILLIAM  SMITH,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
SAMUEL  NED,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
PETER  GIBBONS,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses  to  signatures :  JACOB  COWELL,  colored,  his  x  mark. 

Geo.  Davis,  P.  M.  BRIGGS,  Jr.,  colored,  his  x  mark. 

C.  W.  Maxwell.  GRANDERSON  DORSEY,  colored. 
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Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  McDEWITT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Nassau  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County : 

Personally  appeared  the  subscribers,  who,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  work  in  the 
yard-gang  (track)  of  the  Atlanta,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Company,  in  the  capacity 
of  track-hands,  of  repair  of  track,  under  J.  D.  Barry,  section-master,  and  J.  D.  Jeffords, 
road-master,  or  no  other  person  connected  with  said  road,  used  any  means  of  coercion, 
by  threats  or  otherwise,  to  influence  us,  or  any  others,  to  vote  for  any  particular  person 
or  party.  We  further  swear  that  we  do  not  believe  any  of  the  officers  connected  with 
said  road  used  any  coercion  or  threats  to  make  them  vote  other  than  the  way  desired. 

ALFRED  HAMPTON,  his  x  mark. 
JOHN  WASHINGTON,  his  x  mark. 
ROBERT  LEGGINS,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Wm.  H.  Fum. 
C.  W.  Maxwell. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  McDEWITT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Nassau  County. 

State  of  Florida,  Nassau  County: 

Personally  appeared  the  subscribers,  who,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  work  in  yard 
of  the  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Company,  as  shifters,  car-greasers,  and 
brakemen,  under  George  S.  Brown,  yardraaster,  or  no  other  person  connected  with 
said  road  used  any  means  of  coercion,  by  threats  or  otherwise,  to  influence  us,  or  any 
others,  to  vote  for  any  particular  person  or  party.  We  further  swear  that  we  do  not 
believe  that  any  of  the  officers  connected  with  above  road  used  any  coercion  or  threats 
to  make  them  vote  other  than  the  way  desired. 

SAMUEL  DENNSFIELD,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
LARRY  WILSON,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
TONY  WILEY,  his  x  mark. 
EDWARD  JONES,  colored,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Alfred  Poindexter. 
C.  W.  Maxwell. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  McDEWITT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Nassau  County. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

Stat©  of  Florida,  County : 

We,  the  undersiffDed,  William  Mills,  county  jud^e  of  the  above-etated  county,  and 
J.  P.  Hoghey,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  said  county,  and  Cassius  A.  Boone,  i 
justice  of  the  peaoe  of  the  said  county,  constituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers  in 
and  for  th&  county  above  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the  same  being  three 
days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
Tuesday,  the  7tn  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventv-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,''  approved  August  6,  1668,  and  au 
act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872. 

We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid,  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twelve  (1,112)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  (930)  votes;  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182) 
votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  one  thonsand  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  (1,118)  votes,  as  follows,  vi^ :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  (944)  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  (174)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixteen,  (1,116,)  as  follows,  viz :  Wilkinson  Call  received  nine  hundred 
and  eight  (908)  votes;  James  £.  Yonge  received  nine  hundred  and  eight  (908)  votes; 
Robert  B.Hilton  received  nine  hundred  and  eight  (908)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  re- 
ceived nine  hundred  and  seven  (907)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  two  hundred 
and  eight  (208)  votes;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  two  hundred  and  seven  (207)  votes; 
W.  H.  Holden  received  two  hundred  and  eight  (208)  votes ;  T.  W.  Long  received  two 
hundfed  and  six  (206)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  one  thoa- 
sand  one  hundred  and  twenty  votes,  (1,120,)  as  follows :  Jesse  J.  ^nley  received  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-six  (926)  votes ;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four  (194)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  vot«s  cast  for  member  of  the  assembly  was  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  six  (1,106)  votes,  as  follows :  Walter  Gwynn  received  nine  hundred 
and  thirteen  (913)  votes ;  Herman  L.  Phelps  seceived  one  hundred  and  ninety-three 
(193)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Orlando,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  10th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

WILLIAM  MILLS, 
County  Judge,  Orange  County. 

J.  P.  hugm:y, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court  of  Orange  Connty. 
C.  A.  BOONE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Orange  County. 

REPUBLICAN  OBJECTION  TO  THE  CANVASS  OF  THE  VOTE. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  said  State  and  county,  on  oath,  say  that  they  are  mem- 
bers of  the  republican  party  of  said  connty,  and  that  there  has  existed,  and  still  does 
exist,  in  the  minds  of  the  republican  party  of  said  county,  a  strong  and  reasonable 
doubt,  furnished  on  affidavits  and  reports,  that  the  certificates  of  election  made  by 
the  precinct-inspectors  and  clerk  of  the  several  voting-precincts  in  said  connty  does 
not  give  a  true  and  correct  amount  of  the  actual  votes  cast  at  the  general  election  held 
in  said  Stat«  and  county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  present,  for  electors  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  member  of  Congress,  governor,  lieuten- 
ant-governor, and  member  of  assembly  from  said  county  ;  that  the  undersigned,  rep- 
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reseDting  the  repablican  party  of  said  county,  with  a  view  to  test  the  truth  of  said 
preoiuot-returus,  made  a  request  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers  of  said  county  to 
review  their  returns  and  to  open  and  examine  the  ballots  contained  in  certain  of  the 
precincts  and  count  the  same,  so  that  the  actual  ballots  given  may  be  there  and  then 
determined  by  said  board  from  an  inspection  of  the  baUots ;  that  at  the  canvass  of 
said  board  of  county  canvassers  the  ballots  were  not  examined  or  counted,  and  that 
the  canvass  and  report  to  the  State  board  of  canvassers  presents  but  the  aggregate  of 
the  precinct-ret  ims,  as  shown  by  the  precinct-returns  of  the  several  precinor«  ;  that 
at  the  request  of  republicans  of  said  county  the  said  board  of  county  canvassers  met 
at  the  court-house  at  Orlando,  in  said  county,  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1876,  and 
that  the  request  was  then  formally  made  to  said  county  canvassers,  consisting  of  the 
county  judge,  county  clerk,  and  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  was  called  to  their  assist- 
ance in  the  canvass  made  of  the  county  of  said  election,  that  certain  of  the  ballot- 
boxes  containing  the  ballots  voted  at  said  election  should  be  opened  and  counted  in 
the  presence  of  leading  democrats  and  republicans ;  that  fears  were  entertained  that 
the  returns  rendered  by  the  precinct-officers  in  certain  precincts  did  not  give  a  true 
and  correct  account  of  the  votes  actually  cast  for  the  several  candidates  at  said  elec- 
tion ;  that  the  count  and  of  said  doubtful  precincts  would  allay  this  feeling 

and  apprehension  of  fraud  having  been  committed  against  the  republican  party  should 
an  examination  on  the  part  of  said  county  canvassers  verify  the  returns  made  of  the 
several  precincts;  that  the  said  board  of  county  canvassers  were  unwilling  to  accede 
to  said  request,  and  did  not  open  and  examine  the  ballots,  and  alleged  that  they  thought 
they  had  performed  all  the  duty  required  of  them  in  the  canvassing  of  the  returns  sent 
to  them  from  the  said  precincts,  and  that  they  had  no  right,  by  a  recount  of  the  bal- 
lots, to  thus  impugn  the  honesty  of  the  precinct-inspectors  and  clerks  ;  and  thus,  while 
not  actually  retnsing  the  request,  at  the  same  time  do  not  act  in  the  matter,  and 
adjourn. 

The  undersigned  then  reqnested  that  the  clerk  of  said  county,  who  ha^  custody  of 
the  ballot-boxes  and  ballots  of  said  several  precincts,  should  allow  a  certain  number 
of  the  democratic  and  republican  parties,  in  his  presence,  to  examine  the  ballots  there- 
in, to  compare  the  same  with  the  returns  made  and  filed  in  said  clerk's  office  by  the 
precinct-inspectors  and  clerks,  but  said  clerk  refused  to  accede  or  allow  the  ballots  to 
DC  touched  unless  by  both  of  the  county  canvassers  and  in  presence  of  the  same,  which 
request  had  already  been  refused. 

HERMAN  L.  PHELPS. 

A.  W.  LEONARD. 

JOHN  R.  MIZELL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  B.  STICKNEY, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

PETITION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

And  now  come  Andrew  W.  Leonard,  John  R.  Mizell,  and  Herman  L.  Phelps,  citizens 
and  qualified  electors  of  the  said  State  and  county,  and  on  oath  say  that  affiants,  with 
others,  qualified  electors  of  said  county,  made  a  request  the  27th  day  of  November 
1876,  of  the  board  of  county  canvassers  of  the  said  Orange  County  of  the  general  elec- 
tion held  on  the  7th  day  of  November  present  for  the  election  of  electors  fcr  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  State  officers  and  member  of  Con- 
gress, to  open  the  ballot-boxes  and  examine  the  ballots  in  certain  precincts  of  said 
county,  in  order  that  it  might  be  known  whether  the  canvass  of  the  inspectors  of  said 
precinct  made  a  true  account  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  precinct  in  said  election ;  that 
said  county  canvassers  were  unwilling  to  do  as  requested,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  already  canvassed  the  votes  of  said  county,  and  that  said  canvassers 
bad  no  right  to  examine  the  acts  and  returns  of  said  precinct  inspectors.  Your  affiants 
aver  that  they  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  the  returns  of  certain  pre- 
cincts, on  examination  of  the  ballots  voted  therein,  will  show  that  the  returns  as  made 
to  the  county  canvassers  does  not  contain  a  true  account  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  re- 
spective candidates  voted  for  at  said  election.  Your  affiants  further  say  that  the  board 
of  State  canvassers  now  sitting  or  about  to  sit  at  Tallahassee,  for  the  purpose  of  can- 
vassing the  returns  of  the  various  counties  of  this  State  of  said  election,  and  your 
affiants  say  and  represent  that  it  is  necessary  for  a  proper  knowled^  of  the  true  result 
of  the  ballots  cast  in  said  Orange  County  that  the  boxes  containing  the  returns  and 
ballots  of  each  of  the  several  precincts  of  said  county  be  taken  to  Tallahassee,  and  de- 
livered over  to  said  board  of  State  canvassers,  in  order  that  the  true  results  of  the  votes 
of  the  qualified  electors  of  said  county  may  be  ascertained. 

Your  affiants,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  that  the  honorable  judge  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  seventh  judicial  circuit  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  county  of  Orange  may  issue 
an  order  to  the  clerk  of  said  circuit  court  now  being  custodian  of  said  ballot-boxes 


'  Digitized  by 


Google 


446  FLORIDA— OKANGE  COUNTY. 

and  said  retoms  to  convey  the  same,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  to  said  board  of  State 
canvassers. 

ANDREW  W.  LEONARD. 
JOHN  R.  MIZELL. 
HERMAN  L.  PHELPS. 
Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  this  27  th  day  of  November,  1876,  before  me. 

JNO.  B.  STICBaJEY, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

ORDER  OF  COURT. 

In  circuit  court,  seventh  judicial  circuit  of  Florida,  Orange  County.   In  chambers. 
In  the  matter  of  petitioo  of  Andrew  W.  Leonard  et  al.  for  order  to  convey  election  re- 
turns before  State  canvassers. 

It  appearing  from  said  petition  that  said  petitioners  have  reason  to  suppose  and  ma 
picion  that  frauds  have  been  committed  at  the  precinct  election  held  in  Orange  County 
on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876  ; 

And  it  ftirther  appearing  that  the  State  oanvassing-board  have  the  right  to  judge  of 
frauds  committed  at  said  election,  and  to  declare  the  true  result  of  auy  election  held 
in  the  State  of  Florida ; 

And  the  said  petitioners  having  prayed  that  the  precinct  returns,  with  all  the  papers 
connected  therewith,  conveyed  to  the  State  canvassers  without  expenses  to  the  Stftte, 
and  at  the  expense  of  said  petitioner  ; 

And  it  appearing  that  the  end  of  justice  can  only  be  attained  by  said  precinct  re- 
turns being  sent  or  carried  to  and  delivered  to  the  State  canvassers : 

Therefore,  it  is  ordered  that  John  Hughey,  jr.,  or  some  other  trusty  person  to  be 
selected  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Orange  County,  convey  to  and  deliver  to 
Samuel  B.  McLin  the  returns  of  the  election  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1876,  for  presidential  electors,  member  of  Congress  from  the  second  oongressional 
district,  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  and  member  of  assembly.  The  re^inis 
from  each  precinct,  including  the  poll-list,  ballots,  oaths  of  inspectors  and  clerks  of 
election,  and  all  other  papers  connected  with  said  election,  sealed  up  separate  so  they 
may  be  kept  separated,  and  the  papers  of  one  precinct  will  not  be  mixed  with  that  c^ 
another. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  after  the  said  State  canvassers  have  finally  canvassed  the 
vote  of  the  State,  that  said  State  canvassers  return  said  election  retdms  to  John 
Hughey,  jr.,  or  such  other  person  selected  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Orange 
County,  who  will  file  and  keep  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
of  Orange  County,  according  to  law. 

And  the  said  petitioners  pay  the  expenses  of  conveyiug  said  returns  to  Tallahassee 
and  their  return. 

JNO.  W.  PRICE, 
Judge  Seventh  Judicial  Circuit 

November  28, 1876. 

IRREGULAR  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Herman  L.  Phelps,  John  A.  McDonald,  and  A.  W. 
Leonard,  citizens  of  Orange  County  and  State  aforesaid,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
pose and  say  that  on  their  own  knowledge  it  has  been  the  custom  and  practice  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  seventh  judicial  circuit  and  county  of  Orange,  who  has,  as 
such  clerk,  the  custody  of  registration-books,  to  allow  all  persons  to  register  withoDt 
regard  to  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  residents  of  the  State  or  county,  and  that 
he  asks  no  questions  of  them,  but  simply  has  them  take  the  oath  required  b^  all  per- 
sons to  be  taken,  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  State  of  Florida ;  that 
the  registration-list  used  at  the  several  voting-precincts  at  the  election  held  November 
7, 1876,  in  said  county,  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  for  member  of  Congress  to  represent  the  second  congressional  district  of  »id 
State,  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  for  member  of  assembly  from 
said  county,  and  for  constables  of  said  county,  contained  the  names  of  all  persons  re- 
maining registered,  and  did  not  then  show  the  time  of  their  respective  registering ; 
that  so  far  as  said  circuit  clerk  acted  in  the  registration  of  persons  he  did  not  consider 
it  his  duty  to  do  anything  more  than  to  allow  them  to  register  and  take  the  required 
oath ;  that  the  registration-lists  used  in  the  several  voting-precincts  in  said  county  ac 
said  election  did  not  contain  a  time-list  of  qualified  electors ;  that  while  any  per^oD 
could  register  it  would  not  on  that  account  give  them  the  right  to  vote  unless  they 
were  qualified  electors  under  the  laws. 

HERMAN  L.  PHELPS. 

JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 

A.  W.  LEONARD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876.  

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public 
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AFFIDAVIT  OP  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

Personally  appeared  John  A.  Maodonald,  who,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  denies  that  he  at  any  time  handled  a  ballot-box,  or  the  contents  thereof,  or  in 
any  manner  tampered  with  the  same,  as  alleged  by  one  Thomas  L.  Anderson ;  but  on 
the  contrary  that  he  was  a  deputy  United  States  marshal  on  the  7th  day  of  November,. 
1876,  and  was  present  at  an  election  held  at  Mellonville  precinct,  in  Orange  County, 
State  of  Florida,  on  said  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  that  deponent  saw  illegal 
voting  permitted  by  the  inspectors  of  said  precinct;  that  he,  said  John  A.  Macdonald, 
protested  against  said  illegal  voting,  and  having  heard  that  the  same  kind  of  illegal 
voting  had  been  permitted  at  other  precincts  in  the  said  county,  deponent  went  to  the 
clerk's  office  at  Orlando  before  the  20th  day  of  November,  1876,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating said  irregularities.  Deponent  requested  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  permit 
him  to  look  at  the  registration-list,  and  the  lists  of  persons  who  voted  at  the  different 
precincts,  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  same;  that  the  ballot-boxes  were  not 
sealed  at  the  time ;  that  the  clerk  opened  nine  or  ten  of  said  boxes  and  permitted  de- 
ponent to  examine  the  lists  of  persons  who  voted  at  the  precincts,  and  no  other  matter 
contained  in  said  ballot-boxes  was  handled  by  said  deponent ;  tnat  the  clerk  and  his 
deputy  were  present,  and  several  other  persons  whose  names  dependent  did  not  know, 
were  present  during  the  whole  time  deponent  was  comparing  said  papers. 

Said  deponent  iurther  swears  that  he  found  in  nine  precincts  over  forty  votes 
illegally  polled.  In  each  case  the  names  were  not  found  on  the  registration-list,  and 
the  voters  were  not  requested  to  swear  that  they  had  been  registered  at  any  former 
time  in  said  county,  and  that  their  names  were  improperly  eras^  from  said  list. 

JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 

A  GENERAL  DENIAL. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  A.W.Leonard,  a  citizen  of  Orange  County,  who, 
being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  has  read  the  affidavit  of  Thomas  W.  Shine, 
filed  with  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  an4  denies  that  he  has  ever  told  the  said 
Thomas  W.  Shine  that  he,  the  said  A.  W.  Leonard,  believed  that  no  frauds  had  been 
committed  at  precinct  No.  2,  of  Mellonville,  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1876 ;  and  affiant  further  denies  that  he  has  ever  told  the  said  T.  W.  Shine 
that  he,  the  affiant,  was  confident  that  neither  one  of  the  inspectors  of  said  precinct 
would  resort  to  fraud  under  any  circumstances  to  alter  or  change  the  result  of  elec- 
tion ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  affiant  had  at  that  time  in  his  possession  evidence  that 
satisfied  him  that  the  certificate  of  election  of  said  Mellonville  precinct  did  not  present 
a  true  and  correct  return  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  republican  candidates  at  that  pre- 
cinct ;  and  your  affiant  further  avers  that  an  examination  of  the  poll-list  of  said  pre- 
cinct shows  that  sixteen  illegal  votes  of  persons  who  had  never  registered  was  allowed 
to  be  cast  at  said  precinct. 

A.  W.LEONARD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 

IRREGULAR  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  A.  W.  Leonard,  a  citizen  of  Orange  County,  State 
aforesaid,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  one  of  the  deputy  clerks 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  registering  voters  by  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  seventh  ju- 
dicial circuit  and  county  of  Orange ;  that  as  such  deputy  it  has  been  his  practice  to 
register  persons  without  regard  to  the  time  they  have  been  in  the  county  or  State ; 
that  he  has  simply  required  of  them  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  and 
to  the  State  of  Florida,  and  in  some  cases  have  told  the  parties  registering  that  they 
would  have  no  right  to  vote  at  the  election  held  7th  November.  1876 ;  that  out  of  the 
persons  he  registered  from  then  to  expiration  of  his  time  at  leaat  eight  or  ten  were 
ineligible  on  account  of  not  having  lived  in  the  State  and  county  the  required  length 
of  time  to  make  them  qualified  electors ;  consequently,  knowing  his  practice  to  have 
been  that  of  the  other  deputy  clerks  as  well  as  the  circuit  clerk  of  aforesaid  judicial 
circuit  and  county,  he  does  not  consider  his  part  of  the  registration-list  a  tSrue  and 
accurate  one  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  aforesaid  county. 

A.  W.  LEONARD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876.        

I  SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 
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VOTE  ILLEGALLY  EXCLUDED. 

•State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Herman  L.  Phelps,  a  citizen  of  Oran^i^  County,  and 
State  aforesaid,  who,  beinfi;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that,  at  an  election  held  7th 
of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  United  States; 
for  goTemor  and  lientenant-govemor  State  of  Florida;  for  member  of  Congress 
second  congressional  district;  tor  member  of  assembly  Orange  Coanty,  and  for  cc^ta- 
ble  of  said  connty,  one  Wilson  Phelps,  a  resident  for  two  years  of  said  Orange  Ooimty, 
and  State  aforesaid,  and  property-owner  in  same,  who  had  never  been  on  the  registia- 
tion-list  of  said  Orange  Conntv,  and  State  aforesaid,  and  who,  having  taken  a  bnsineas- 
trip  to  the  North,  luuf  retnmea  too  late  to  register  before  the  election  held  as  aboTe, 
and  who  was  not  conversant  with  the  legal  rights  of  voters  in  State  aforesaid,  person- 
ally appeared  at  precinct  No.  1  of  Orlando,  connty  and  State  aforesaid,  and  then  and 
there  offered  to  inspectors  of  election  of  said  precinct  his  vote  for  the  republican  candi- 
dates. That  such  vote  was  refused  by  said  inspectors  ;  but  that  on  examination  of 
poll-llBts  and  registry-lists  the  names  of  ten  men  were  found — all  democrats — who  had 
voted,  whose  names  had  never  been  on  registry-list. 

HERMAN  L.  PHELPS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  December,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public 

THREATS  TO  VOTERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

Robert  B.  Rich,  a  resident  and  qualified  elector  of  said  county,  on  oath  says  that  he 
has  been  told  by  several  persons  who  were  republicans  and  qualified  electors  of  said 
State  and  county  that  threats  had  been  made  to  them  by  democrats  that  unless  they 
voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  election  to  be  held  November  7, 1876,  for  electors  for 
President  and  Vice-President,  &c.,  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  reside  in  said 
connty,  nor  would  they  give  them  work. 

ROBERT  B.  RICH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  23d  day  of  November,  1876. 

JOHN  B.  STICKNEY, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

DENIAL  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  Andrew  W.  Leonard,  John  A.  McDonald,  Herman  L 
Phelps,  L.  M.  Moore,  and  W.  H.  Holden,  members  of  the  republican  party  and  citisen* 
of  Oraoge  County,  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  are  per 
sonally  acquainted  with  T.  £.  Wilson,  and  that  he  was  not  in  the  county  during  the 
late  politicial  campaign  but  a  short  time  before  the  election  that  took  place  on  the  7th 
of  November  ultimo;  that  he  took  little  or  no  part  in  the  canvass,  and  on  the  day  of 
election  was  at  his  own  precinct  of  Sylvan  Lake  only,  and  that  after  said  election  of 
7th  of  November  was  over  took  no  part  in  the  investigation  of  the  &^nds  that  were 
reported  to  said  affiants  as  having  taken  place,  and  consequently  he,  the  said  T.  E. 
Wilson,  could  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  frauds  perpetrated  in  the  said 
Orange  County. 

A.  W^  LEONARD. 

W.  H.  HOLDEN. 

L.  M.  MOORE. 

JOHN  A.  Mcdonald. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public 

ILLEGAL  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  William  H.  Holden,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  has  been  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Orangp  Conntv,  State  of  Florida, 
since  the  year  A.  D.  1864,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  clerk,  connty  jndge, 
and  other  officers  of  said  county.  Relative  to  the  registration  of  citizens  of  said  counly, 
be  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  clerk,  James  P.  Hughey,  during  the  time  of 
the  registration  aforesaid,  allowed  anybody  and  everybody  to  register  in  said  county, 
upon  application,  without  any  questions  as  to  their  residence  or  as  to  their  being  of 
age  or  other  questions  touching  their  qualifications.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  saying  to 
applicants  to  register,  to  go  and  register,  apparently  presuming  that  any  one  could 
register  who  wished  to.    Deponent  says  that  he  is  pretty  well  acquainted  with  people 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BALLOT-BOXES  TAKEN  FROM  CLERK.  449 

of  that  county ;  that  the  registration  of  voters  in  said  county  is  nearly  three  hundred 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  persons  on  the  tax-assessor's  poll-books ;  that  deponent  is 
the  tax-assessor  for  said  county  ;  that  said  assessor's  books  were  completed  about  the 
1st  of  July  last,  and  contained  the  names  of  all  male  inhabitants  of  and  about  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  who  were  known  or  couldbe  founds  of  all  inhabitantsof  that  county  on  the 
1st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  such  assessment  was  carefully  made,  and  the  whole 
number  of  names  on  such  assessment  is  980,  while  the  registration  of  alleged  voters  is 
about  1,287 ;  that  deponent  has  discussed  this  subject  with  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
county  and  other  intelligent  citizens  of  said  county,  and  that  such  excess  of  re- 
gistered citizens  above  the  taxable  inhabitants  is  quite  surprising  to  them;  that 
-deponent says  that  it  is  impossible,  in  his  judgment,  that  such  excess  truly  ex- 
ists, and  that  it  can  be  accounted  for  only  upon  the  theory  that  such  registra- 
tion includes  the  names  of  a  large  number  of  persons  who  are  either  minors,  non- 
residents, and  those  who  have  moved  into  the  county  since  the  1st  of  last  March. 
Deponent  says  that  he  does  not  know  of  but  two  names  on  the  tax-assessor's  books 
that  are  not  on  the  registration- book.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  was  pres- 
ent at  the  office  of  the  county  judge  on  or  about  the  27th  of  November  last,  when  the 
republicans  made  efforts  to  force  the  judge  and  clerk  to  open  the  ballot-boxes  and  re- 
count the  ballots,  to  ascertain  the  true  number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate ;  that 
the  republicans  had  there  and  then  the  affidavits  of  eight  men  who  swore  that  they 
voted  the  straight  republican  ticket  at  the  Mellonville  precinct,  in  said  county,  whereas 
the  return  from  that  precinct  shows  that  but  five  republican  votes  were  cast  at  that 
precinct  for  Governor  Steams ;  that  said  judge  absolutely  refused  to  open  said  ballot- 
boxes.  Deponent  says  that  he  is  informed  by  said  clerk,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of 
November  aforesaid,  after  the  ballot-boxes  and  the  returns  from  the  precincts,  of  which 
ther#were  nineteen,  had  been  deposited  by  the  inspectors  in  said  clerk's  office,  a  part 
of  the  said  boxes  were  taken  out  of  the  said  office  by  the  democratic  inspectors  who 
had  brought  them  there,  and  did  not  return  them  to  said  office  until  the  next  day. 
This  deponent  says  that  said  clerk  stated  to  him  that  he  was  afraid  of  assassination, 
and  had  been  threatened  with  assassination,  if  he  did  anything  not  agreeable  to  the 
wishes  of  the  democrats ;  that  said  inspectors  demanded  said  ballot-boxes  from  the. 
office,  and  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  their  wishes. 

W.  H.  HOLDEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public^ 

DENIAL  OF  ALLEGED  CONSPIRACY. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  A.  W.  Leonard  and  Urman  L.  Phelps,  citizens  of 
Orange  County,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  have  read  the  affi- 
davit of  one  Robert  L.  Summerlio,  of  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  charg- 
ing the  affiants  with  conspiring  to  defraud  the  people  of  the  County  of  Orange  of  their 
rights  as  voters,  and  affiants  deny  each  and  every  charge  of  conspiracy  to  defraud  or 
defeat  the  will  of  the  people,  and'  further  deny  that  they  have  in  any  way  tampered 
with  or  in  any  way  handled  the  said  ballot-boxes  of  said  Orange  County  with  the  in- 
tent to  change  the  contents  of  the  same;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  affiants,  together 
with  John  R.  Mlzell  and  W.  H.  Holden,  citizens  of  Orange  County  aforesaid,  at  the  re- 
quest of  leading  citizens  of  said  county,  members  of  the  republican  party,  whose  sus- 
picions have  been  justly  aroused  that  frauds  had  been  committed  at  various  democratic 
precincts,  and  that  the  returns  did  not  contain  the  true  vote  cast  at  said  precincts, 
requested  and  demanded  of  the  county  canvassers,  J.  P.  Hughey,  William  Mills,  ana 
Cassius  M.  Boone,  a  recount  of  the  ballots  cast  at  election  held  on  November  7, 
1876,  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  for  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  for  member  of  Congress  for  second 
congressional  district,  for  member  of  the  assembly  for  Orange  County,  and  for  con- 
stables of  said  county,  with  a  view  of  determining  whether  tho  election-returns  of  the 
various  precincts  of  said  county  contained  the  true  republican  vote  cast  at  said  elec- 
tion ;  that  on  such  request  and  demand  being  refused  they,  the  said  affiants,  together 
with  John  B.  Stickney,  who  had  been  sent  by  leading  members  of  the  republican  party 
of  the  State  aforesaid  to  investigate  frauds  committed  in  said  Orange  County,  wont 
into  the  office  of  the  circuit  clerk  of  said  county,  with  his  permission  to  examine  the 
returns  and  poll-list«  of  said  Orange  County,  as  handed  the  said  affiants  by  said  clerk. 
And  said  affiants  deny  that  they  or  the  said  John  B.  Stickney,  in  any  shape  or  manner, 
touched  the  ballot-boxes  or  the  ballots  contained  therein ;  that  said  boxes  were  not 
opened ;  that  the  returns  of  each  and  every  precinct  of  said  county  of  Orange  were 
kept  in  the  box  intended  for  Lake  Harvey  precinct,  at  which  no  election  had  been 
held,  with  the  exception  of  two  boxes,  the  returns  of  which  were  handed  them  by  the 
said  circuit  clerk,  as  were  the  others.  And,  further,  said  affiants  say  that  at  the  time 
such  returns  were  being  examined  by  them  and  the  said  John  B.  Stickney,  with  the 
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purpose  ofobtaiDinj;  certilied  copies  of  the  same,  and  which  are  now  on  file  with  the 
i>oar(l  of  Stat©  cauvassei-Sf  niimeroas  members  of  the  democratic. party  were  in  the 
room,  and  some  of  them  looking  over  the  shoulders  of  said  affiants  and  John  B.  Stick- 
ney ;  that  in  no  way,  shape,  or  manner  did  said  affiants  and  John  B.  Sticknej  condQct 
themselves  as  to  excite  the  suspicion  of  aijy  one. 

And,  further,  paid  A.  W.  Leonard  and  Urman  L.  Phelps  most  solemnly  swear  that 
the  reputation  for  veracity  of  the  said  Robert  L.  Summerlio  is  of  such  a  character 
that  they,  the  said  affiants,  would  not  and  do  not  believe  him  under  oath  ;  and,  further 
that  one  of  the  affiants  now  here  representing  the  democracy  of  Orange  County,  and 
State  aforesaid,  one  J.  H.  Allen,  has,  during  the  late  political  campaign  and  some  time 
within  the  last  six  months  past,  given  the  said  Robert  L.  Summerlin  bis  choice  of  tak-. 
ing  a  public  horpe- whip  ping  or  of  retracting  <»ver  his,  the  said  Robert  L.  Sammerlin's, 
signature,  certain  statements  contained  in  a  letter  written  by  said  Summerlin,  deroga- 
tory to  the  said  J.  H.  Allen's  character,  and  which  statements  J.  H.  Allen  pronounces 
false  ;  and  further  says  that  on  refusal  of  said  county  canvassers  to  recount  said  vote, 
they,  together  with  John  R.  Mizell,  petitioned  his  honor  Judge  Price  of  the  seventh 
judicial  circuit  for  an  order  to  said  John  P.  Hughey,  directing  him,  in  view  of  the  firm 
belief,  and  in  some  cases  knowledge,  of  affiants,  that  frauds  had  be^n  committed,  to  seal 
lip  the  ballots  and  returns  of  said  Orange  County,  and  send  by  his  deputy  clerk  to  tb« 
State  l)oard  of  canvassers,  a  certified  copy  of  which  order  is  now  on  file  with  the  State 
board  of  canvassers;  but  that  said  J.  P.  Hughey,  said  circuit  clerk,  told  baid  affiants 
that  he  would  not  obey  said  order  for  fear  thut  he  would  be  assassinated;  that  thefeai 
of  personal  violence  being  done  to  him  by  the  democrats  is  so  strong  that  he  dares  not 
make  certificate  even  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  registering  in  said  county,  or  in  fact 
dares  not  do  anything  objectionable  to  the  democratic  party  for  fear  that  violence  will 
be  done  him  ;  and,  further,  your  affiants  say  that  the  said  democrats  of  Orange  Ctnnty 
have  taken  every  step  i>ossible  to  restrain  the  ballots  from  being  taken  to  the  board  of 
State  canvassers. 

A.  VV.  LEONARD. 

URMAN  L.  PHELPS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  dav  of  Dec-  mber,  1876. 

JOSEPH  BOWES. 

Notarj^  Public. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  JOHN  B.   STICKNF.Y. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Affiant,  John  B.  Stickney,  on  oath,  says  that,  at  the  request  of  the  leading  republi- 
cans of  the  State,  he  went  from  Jacksonville  to  Orange  County  for  the  purpoee  of  ex- 
amining into  alleged  frauds  which  were  charged  by  the  republicans  of  said  Orange 
County  to  have  been  committed  by  the  democrats  of  said  Orange  County  at  the  gen- 
eral election  held  November  7,  1876,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  returns 
of  the  several  voting-precincts  of  said  Orange  County  ;  that  affiant,  on  bis  arrival  in 
Orlando,  on  November  27,  1876,  the  county-site  of  said  Orange  County,  foand  several 
of  the  leading  republicans  of  said  county,  who  had  come  for  the  purpoee  of  meeting 
the  county  canvassers  of  Orange  County,  and  requesting  that  said  county  caQvasseis 
would  open  the  ballot-boxes  and  examine  the  ballots  therein  of  several  of  eaid  county 
precincts  in  which  fraud  and  mistakes  were  claimed  to  have  been  committed;  that 
said  canvassers  did  not  accede  to  said  request^  alleging  as  a  reason  that  they  did  not 
have  the  right  to  impugn  the  acts  of  the  precinct  canvassers  by  a  recount  of  the  bal- 
lots, and  that  they  had  performed  all  the  duties  the  law  required  when  they  had  made 
from  the  returns  of  the  precincts  their  county  canvass.  Affiant  then,  in  the  present 
of  the  clerk  of  said  county,  James  P.  Hughy,  and  of  his  son,  John  Hughy,  and  J.  L 
Bryan,  deputy  clerks  of  said  James  P.  Hughy,  and  of  the  room  filled  with  democrats, 
watching  every  action  that  affiant  made,  requested  of  said  clerk  to  allow  him  to  see 
the  returns  of  the  several  voting-precincts  of  said  Orange  County.  Affiant  was  as- 
sisted in  examining  said  precincts'  returns  by  A.  W.  Leonard  and  Herman  L.  Phelps, 
both  leading  repuolicans  of  said  Orange  County ;  that,  by  invitation  of  said  clerk, 
affiant,  with  said  Leonard  and  Phelps,  were  admitted  within  the  bar  of  the  clerk's 
office.  The  clerk  then  handed  the  returns  of  said  precincts  to  affiant,  commencing  at 
No.  1  precinct,  and  never  opening  the  returns  of  another  precinct  until  the  former  one 
was  returned  to  him.  Affiant  further  says  that  is  all  he  or  said  Leonard  or  Phelps  did 
in  connection  with  the  said  examination  of  said  returns  was  done  openly  and  above- 
board,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  clerk  and  his  two  deputies  and  of  many  of  tiie  dem- 
ocratic party ;  that  affiant's  only  purpose  with  the  clerk  was  to  examine  said  retoras 
and  to  learn  whether  the  election  had  been  legally  conduct-ed.  Affiant  further  says 
that  he  has  read  the  affidavit  of  Robert  L.  Summerlin,  filed  with  the  papers  in  this 
contest  by  the  democrats,  and  pronounces  as  false  and  untrue  and  without  a  sbadov 
of  truth  all  the  charges  by  him  made  against  the  said  affiant  and  the  said  Leonard  aod 
said  Phelps,  and  against  James  P.  Hughy,  clerk  as  aforesaid;  that  no  ballot-box  was 
touched  or  in  any  way  tampered  with  by  either  of  said  persons  referred  to  by  said 
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Sammerliu ;  that  said  clerk  opened  t;vo  of  the  ballot-boxes  to  obtain  the  poll-list  and 
registration-list ;  that  said  clerk  has  been  known  to  affiant  for  several  years,  and  though 
he  has  been  a  life-long  democrat,  so  far  as  affiant  is  informed,  yet  his  reputation  for 
honesty  and  iutegrity  has  not  its  superior  in  said  Orange  County. 

Affiant  further  says  that  so  far  as  the  affidavits  filed,  to  show  any  tampering  with 
the  ballot-boxes  by  said  clerk  or  said  republicans,  and  charging  that  said  ballot-boxes 
had  been  opened  or  had  that  appearance,  is  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an  impression 
upon  the  State  board  of  canvassers  prejudicial  to  the  repnblican  party. 

Affiant  is  informed  and  believes  that  the  returns  from  the  several  precincts  of  said 
Orange  County  were  returned  in  the  ballot-boxes,  and  that  said  clerk  had  been  obliged 
to  open  said  boxes  in  the  presence  of  the  county  canvassers  to  get  the  returns  out,  and 
the  affiants  who  charge  this  tampering  with  said  boxes  by  the  clerk,  James  P.  Hughy, 
know  that  the  boxes  had  been  opened  as  aforesaid  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  af- 
fiant further  says  that  said  clerk,  James  P.  Hughy,  told  him  that  he  was  afraid  of  assas- 
sination should  he  obey  the  order  of  Judge  Price  to  send  the  ballots  and  returns  of 
said  county  to  the  board  of  State  canvassers.  Affiant  further  says  that  said  James  P 
Hughy  informed  him  that  the  practice  of  registration  with  him  and  his  deputies  has 
been  to  allow  any  person  to  register  without  regard  to  his  age,  or  length  of  time  he  had 
resided  within  the  State  or  county,  and  that  the  list  of  registered  voters  of  said  Orange 
County  contained  a  great  many  names  of  not  qualified  electors;  also,  that  the  deputy 
registrars  had  registered  beyond  the  time  of  their  appointment,  and  that  he  had  placed 
men  on  the  list  through  fear  of  the  democratic  party,  although  he  knew  they  were 
illegally  registered. 

JOHN  B.  STICKNEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  Dacember,  1876. 

IsEAL.]  JOSEPH  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  came  before  me  Herman  L.  Phelps,  William  H.  Holden,  A.  W.  Leonard, 
L.  M.  Moore,  and  John  A.  McDonald,  citizens  of  Orange  County,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  they  are  personally  acquainted  with  J.  P.  Hughey,  clerk  of 
court  fur  the  seventh  judicial  circuit,  and  county  of  Orange,  part  of  said  atfiants  having 
known  him  ever  since  he  has  held  the  above-mentioned  official  position  ;  that  though 
he  is  opposed  to  them  politically  they  feel  it  their  duty  to  reply  to  the  affidavit  of  one 
Robert  L.  Summerlin  accusing  said  John  P.  Hughey  with  tampering  with  the  ballot- 
boxes  used  at  the  election  held  November  7,  1876,  and  the  returns  thereof ;  that  they 
believe  and  know  the  said  John  P.  Hughey  to  be  a  man  of  honesty  and  strictest  integ- 
rity, and  they  believe  that  the  charge  made  against  him  by  one  Robert  L.  Summerlin 
to  be  false  in  every  particular. 

HERMAN  L.  PHELPS. 

WM.  H.  HOLDEN. 

A.  W.  LEONARD. 

L.  W.  MOORE, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 

[SEAL.]  JOHN  B.  STICKNEY, 

Notary  Public. 

VOTED  THE  REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  personally  came  Adam  Shadrack  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the 
general  election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellon ville,  Orange  County,  Fla.,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  voted  the  republican  ticket 
throughout,  to  wit :  that  deponent  voted  for  the  electors  for  President  of  the  United 
States,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  and  for  Vice-President,  William  A.  Wheeler:  M.  L. 
Steams  for  governor  of  Florida,  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor,  Horatio 
Bisbee,  jr.,  for  Congress  from  second  district,  and  Herman  L.  Phelps  for  representa- 
tive from  Orange  County. 

ADAM  SHADRACK,  his  x  mark. 

Attest :  A.  W.  Lennis. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  8,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J   BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  came  Shepper  Stork,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the  general 
election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Fla.,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  voted  the  republican  ticket  throughout,  to 
•wit:  that  deponent  voted  for  the  electors  for  President  of  the  United  States,  Ruther 
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ford  B.  Hayes ;  for  Vice-President,  William  A.  Wheeler ;  M.  L.  Stearns  for  governor  of 
Florida,  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor,  Horatio  Bisbeejr.,  for  Congress 
from  second  district ;  for  representative  from  Orange  County,  Herman  L.  Phelps. 

8HEPPER  STORK,  his  x  mark. 
Attest:  S.  GUMPBRT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  8,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J.  BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  personally  came  Henry  Jackson,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  at  the 
general  election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Florida, 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  voted  the  republican  ticket 
throughout,  to  wit:  that  deponent  vot«d  for  the  electors  for  President  of  the  United 
States,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes ;  for  Vice-President,  William  A.  Wheeler ;  M.  L.  Steams 
for  governor  of  Florida;  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor;  Horatio  Bisbee, 
jr.,  for  Congress  from  second  district ;  Herman  L.  Phelps  for  representative  from  Orange 
County. 

H.  JACKSON,  his  x  mark. 
S.  Gum  PERT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  8,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J.  BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  personally  came  S.  Gurapert,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the  gen- 
eral election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Florida,  on 
the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  vot^  the  republican  ticket 
throughout,  to  wit :  that  deponent  voted  for  the  electors  for  President  of  the  United 
States,  Rutnerford  B.  Haves;  for  Vice-President.  William  A.  Wheeler;  M.  L.  Steams 
for  governor  of  Florida  ;  f)avid  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor ;  Horatio  Bisbee, 
Jr.,  for  Congress  from  second  district ;  and  Herman  L.  Phelps  for  representative  from 
Orange  County. 

S    GUMPERT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J.  BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  personally  came  Price  Wilson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the 
general  election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Florida, 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  vot>ed  the  republican  ticket 
throughout,  to  wit :  that  deponent  voted  for  the  electors  for  President  of  the  United 
States,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes;  for  Vice-President,  William  A.  Wheeler;  M.  S.  Stearns 
for  governor  of  Florida;  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor;  Horatio  Bisbee, 
jr.,  lor  Congress  from  second  district ;  and  Herman  L.  Phelps  for  representative  from 
Orange  County. 

PRICE  WILSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  8,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J.  BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  personally  came  Edward  Coleman,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  tt 
the  general  election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Flor- 
ida, on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  voted  the  republicsn 
ticket  throughout,  to  wit :  the  deponent  voted  for  the  electors  for  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes;  for  Vice-President,  William  A.  Wheeler;  M.  L. 
Stearns,  governor  of  Florida;  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor;  Horatio 
Bisbee,  jr.,  for  Congress  from  second  district;  and  Herman  L.  Phelps  for  representa- 
tive from  Orange  County. 

E.  COLEMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J.  BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange: 

Before  me  personally  came  Nathan  Redding,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the 
general  e  ection  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Floridj. 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  voted  the  republican  ticket 
throughout,  to  wit,  that  deponent  voted  for  the  electors  for  President  of  the  United 
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States,  Ratherford  B.  Hayes ;  for  Vice-President,  William  A.  Wheeler ;  M.  L.  Stearns 
for  governor  of  Florida;  David  Montgomery  for  lieutenant-governor;  Horatio  Bisbee, 
jr.,  for  Congress  from  second  distiict;  and  Herman  L.  Phelps  for  representative  from 
Orange  Connty. 

NATHAN  REDDING,  bis  x  mark. 
Attest:  A.  W.  Leonard. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
(Signed)  W.  J.  BARNETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Before  me  personally  came  George  Lewis,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the 
general  election  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  held  at  Mellonville,  Orange  County,  Florida, 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  the  deponent,  vetoed  the  republican  ticket, 
to  wit,  that  deponent  voted  for  M.  L.  Stearns  for  governor  of  Florida. 

(Signed)  #  G.  W.  LEWIS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  November  8th,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  J.  BARNETT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Stephen  C.  Walker. 

Torrey. 

Henry  H.  £.  Russ. 

I.  Hall. 


W.  A.  Heasel. 


Carl  Anderson. 


UNREGISTERED  VOTERS  AT  ORLANDO  PRECINCT  NO.  1. 

Samuel  Sullivan.  B.  Gould.* 

M.  A.  Dease.  William  Howell. 

P.  A.  Baxter.  H.  L.  Dann. 

J.  G.  Walker.*  C.  A.  Robinson. 

NO.  9.— SHINGLE  CREEK. 


Washington  G.  Bronson. 

NO.  10.— S.  APOPKA. 

J.  Walker.  W.  Graves. 

NO.  19.— LAKE  NONER. 

Summerville  Wallace  H.  H.  Holtzclaw. 
Sutton  Littleton. 


B  C.Hill. 

F.  D.  SuUivant. 


S.  T.  Reaves. 


A.  P.  Farnell. 


UNREGISTERED  VOTERS  AT  SANFORD  PRECINCT. 


1  John  E.  Ingraham. 

2  Wm.D.  Freeman. 

3  S.  H.  Granger. 

4  Lewis  Key. 

5  Bernard  Booney. 

6  A.  L.  Anderson. 

7  Carl  Lundquist. 


8  Elias  Bengston. 

9  Jack  Delaney. 

10  James  Berry. 

11  Wallace  Goldman. 

12  H.  G.  Engstrom. 

13  E.  E.  Chilcry. 

14  Olef  Lundquist. 


15  C.  Henry  Whittard. 

16  John  Dorcase. 

17  H.  W.  Eckenbery. 

18  W.  B.  Raulerson. 

19  James  Deygar. 

20  C.  L.  Dohn. 


I.IST  OF  UNREGISTERED  PERSONS  VOTING    WITHOUT    BEING    SWORN    AT    MELLONVILLE 

PRECINCT  NO.  2. 


T.  J.  Hartley.  O.  Goodwin. 

Wm.  Sims.  E.  D.  Roberson. 

T.  I.  Drawdy.  E.  D.  Robinson.  L.  Belkley. 

Enoch  Bell.  W.  D.  Powell.  Albert  Dudiger. 

M.  R.  Marks.  F.  G.  Carri  ngton ,  ( won 

ccmpos  mentis.) 


Wilson  Tiner.  J.  F.  Turner. 

Charles  E.  Bamhart.  James  G.  Coxetter. 

Robt.  E.  Houston. 

John  Dunn. 


D.  M.  Brantley. 
R.  W.  Stokes. 


UNREGISTERED  AND  NOT  SWORN  AT  CROW'S  PRECINCT   NO.  4. 

J.  P.  Rogers.  H.  R.  Crow.  John  Pike. 

W.  8.  Murphy.  Daniel  Clifton. 

AT  MELLONVILLE  NO.  2. 


T.  I.  Hartley.  E.  D.  Robertson.         L.  Berkley.  Robert  E.  Houston, 

W^illiam  Lewis.  W.  D.  Powell.  Albert  Dudeger.  (not  a  resident.) 

T.  I.  Drawdy.  F.  G.  Carrington,  (n<m  I.  F.  Turner.  John   Dunn,  (not  a 

Enoch  Bell.  conipos  meniia.)  James    G.  Coneeter,     resident.) 

M.  R.  Marks.  Wilson  Tiner.  (not  a  resident.) 

S.  Goodwin.  Charles  E.  Bamhart. 


*Onco  refdstered ;  name  etricken  off;  not  cballenged  nor  sworn  in. 
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UXRKGISTEREI>  AT  SAXFOKD   PRECINCT. 

John  £.  lugraham.      A.  J.  Andereoo.  Wallace  Coleman.  John  Dorsar. 

Willianj  D.  Freeman.  Larl  Lnndguist.  H.  G.  Egstron.  A.  W.  Eckenberg. 

T.  H.  Granger.  Elias  Bangstou.  E.  Eckbery.  W.  B.  Ranlerson. 

Lewis  Key.  Jack  Delauey.  Ahh  Lnnd'jS^uist.  James  Dngger. 

Bernard  Booney.         James  Berry.  H.  Henry  WhitUrd.  C.  L.  Dohn. 

AT  FORT  CHRISTMAS  PRECIXCT. 

D.  F.  Simmons.  P.  J.  Jacobs.  A.  G.  Roberts. 

•  AT  ALTAMOXTE. 

Daniel  Lake.  Andrew  Lewis. 

AT   LAKE  JESSCP. 

J.  H.  King.  John  V.  Reddit.  John  Young.  W.  L.  Cromer. 

Calvin  Prince. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  A.  \V.  Leonard,  H.  L.  Phelps,  John  A.  Macdonald,  and 
L.  M.  Moore,  who,  on  oath,  say  tliat  they  have  examined  certified  copies  of  poU-liste 
and  registration-list,  and  fiud  thereon  the  names  of  seventy-four  persons,  as  on  fore- 
going  list,  who  are  not,  and  never  were,  registered  voters  of  Orange  County.  . 

A.  W.  LEONARD. 

HERMAN  L.  PHELPS. 

JOHN  A.  MACDOXALU. 

L.  M.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 
Attest : 

JOHN  BOWES, 

Notary  Public. 

EXCESS  OF  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County  : 

Personally  came  J.  H.  Allen,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  the  ex- 
cess of  the  registration-list  in  Orange  County  over  the  assessor's  list  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  assessor  utterly  failed  to  make  a  thorough  assessment.  Affiant  knows 
of  large  numbers  of  citizens  of  said  county  entitled  to  vote  whose  do  not  appear  on 
said  assessor's  list.  It  is  untrue  that  any  of  the  ballot-boxes  used  in  the  late  election 
were  deposited  with  clerk  and  then  taken  from  him.  That  this  affiant  says  most  pos- 
itively tnat  there  has  been  no  threats  of  violence  against  any  one  by  members  of  dem- 
ocratic partv  for  political  reasons.  Affiant  further  says  he  was  at  Orlando  precinct 
all  day  of  tne  7tn  of  November,  where  said  election,  and  watched  said  voting  vezy 
close ;  that  Wilson  Phelps  would  not  swear  that  his  name  had  been  improperly  erased 
from  registration-list,  and  the  inspectors  at  said  polls  always  required  said  oath  when 
the  name  did  not  appear  on  said  registration-list.  This  affiant  further  says  that  Her- 
man L.  Phelps  was  not  present  at  said  poll  at  Orlando  bnt  a  short  time  in  the  evening 
of  the  day  or  election,  and  did  not  nor  could  not  have  seen  ten  men  vote  at  said  poU 
whose  names  were  not  on  the  registration-list.  This  affiant  further  says  that  if  there 
ever  was  a  fair,  honest,  and  peaceable  election,  it  was  in  the  county  of  Orange  on  the 
7  th  day  of  November,  1876. 

J.  H.  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  .of  December,  1876. 

JOHN  B.  STICKNEY, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

"We,  the  nndersigned,  John  C.  Bryson,  William  A.  Lovell,  and  Franklin  Owens,  in- 
spectors of  an  election  held  at  Hawkinsville,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  i^ore- 
said,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoosaud  eight 
hnndred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  lor 
the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'^  approved  August  6, 1868,  and 
an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we 
will  perform  the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to 
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law,  and  that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent        fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting 
thesxme. 

WILLIAM  A.  LOVELL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
FRANKLIN  OWENS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  C.  BRYSON, 

Inspector  of  Election.. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 


OATH  TO   BE  TAKEN  feV  CLKRK   BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

I,  the  undersigned,  Charles  F.  Preratt,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Hawkinsvillo,  in 
the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
19,  1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before-men- 
tioned election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit, 
and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

C.  F.  PRERATT, 
Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  oath  of  clerk  of  election  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
orifdnal  now  on  file  in  my  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  office  this  28th  day  of  November,  1876. 
[SEAL.]  J.  P.  HUGHEY, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Orange  County,  Florida. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County: 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Hawkinsville,  in 
the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz: 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  twenty-two  (22)  votes,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  twenty-two  votes,  James 
E.  Yonge  received  twenty-two  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-two  votes , 
Robert  Bullock  received  twenty-two  votes. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  twenty-two  (22)  votes. 
For  lienteuant-governor  of  said  Stat«,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  twenty-two  (22)  votes. 
t-  For  Representative  in  Congress,  second  district,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  twenty- 
three  votes,  (23.) 

For  member  of  the  assembly.  Orange  County,  Walter  Gwynn  received  twenty-two 
(22)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Hawkinsville,in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six. 

WILLIAM  A.  LOVELL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
FRANKLIN  OWENS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JNO.  C.  BRYSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
CHARLES  F.  PREVATT, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Nathan  Norton,  Richard  McS.  Byrne,  Warren  A.  Smith,  in 
spectors  of  an  election    held  at  Fort  Ma^or,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  afore- 
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said,  on  tbe  Beventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seTenty-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the 
registration  of  electors  and  tbe  hol^inc  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an 
act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will 
perform  the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

R.  McS.  BYRNE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
NATHAN  NORTON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  A.  SMITH, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

R.  McS.  BYRNE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
John  L.  Moore,  clerk  of  the  election. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKKX   IIY   CLF.RK   BEFORE  OPEKIXG  ELECTION'. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

I,  the  undersigned,  John  L.  Moore,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Fore  Mason  precinct, 
in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  tbe 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febreary 
19,  1H70,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  befoie-men- 
tioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit, 
and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

JOHN  L.  MOORE, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

R.  McS.  BYRNE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

CERTIFICATE   OF  THE   RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Fort  Mason,  in  tbe 
county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  "an  act 

entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  Angust  6,  1868,  and  au  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febmary 
27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  tbe  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

That  tbe  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  one  hundred  and  six  (106)  votes,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred 
and  five  (105)  votes  ;  James  E.  Yonge  i*eceive<l  one  hundred  and  five  (105)  votes;  Rob- 
ert B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  five  (105)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  one 
hundred  and  five  (105)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  (1)  vote;  C.  H.  Pearce 
received  one  (1)  vote ;  W.  H.  Hoklen  received  one  (1)  vote  ;  T.  W.  Long  received  one 
(1)  vote. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  five 
(105)  votes  ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  one  (1)  vote. 

For  lieuteuaut-govemor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  five 
(105)  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  one  (1)  vote. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J»  Fiuley  received  one  hundred  and  five  (105) 
votes;  Horatio  Bisbee  received  one  (1)  vote. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynu  received  one  hundred  and  five  (105) 
votes;  Herman  L.  Phelps  received  one  (1)  vote. 

Witness  our  handp,  at  Fort  Mason,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

R.  McS.  BYRNE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
NATHAN  NORTON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  A.  SMITH, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  L.  MOORE, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
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At  an  election  held  in  Mellonville,  Fla.,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  the 
following  voters  came  forward  and  voted, 


T.  H.  Glenn. 
W.  Gilbert. 
Joseph  VanghD. 

D.  H.  Tyson. 
A.  J.  Vaughn. 
John  £.  Stephens. 
T.  A.  Hughey. 

E.  Morse. 
H.  M.  Green. 
Geo.  W.  Smith. 
S.  Gumpert. 
John  Hughey. 
Geo.  Bobo. 

A.  S.  Speer. 
M.  D.  Hughey. 
W.  W.  La  Port. 
James  Dordy. 
Melvin  Hicks. 
G.  H.  Mayo. 
M.  J.  Doyle. 
J.  J.  Hite. 
Henry  Baker. 


W.  T.  Dean. 
G.  C.  Hartley. 
John  Reynolds. 
T.  J.  Draudy. 

A.  J.  Thompson. 
Geo.  B.  Dickinson. 
John  Garden. 
Adam  Sbadraok. 

B.  Y.  Hemdon. 
Chas.  O.  Weinrich. 
J.Willy. 

Enoch  Bell. 

H.  B.  Starr. 

M.  R.  Marks,  (c.  s.) 

8.  Goodwin. 

J.  D.  Rutherford. 

W.  R.  Roberts. 

Michael  Pickles. 

C.  C.  Lyon. 
James  T.  Harris. 
A.  Clurd. 

C.  G.  Evans. 


G.  W.Hickp,  (sworn.)  E.  H.  Herndon. 


W.  M.  Tahen. 
Geo.  W.  Johnson. 
T.  J.  Hartley. 
Wm.  Robinsou. 
Z.  C.  Draudy. 
Wm.  Sims. 
A.  C.  Hughey 
W.  B.Cowand. 
W.H.Cowand. 


John  R.  Brooks. 
John  Powers. 
E.  D.  Roberson. 
Martin  Conway. 
Shepard  Stark. 
M.  F.  Lord. 
Henry  Arkin. 
W.  D.  Powell. 
John  E.  Soricks. 


to  wit: 
John  Kelly. 
F.  G.  Carrington. 
W.  C.  Ralphs. 

D.  J.  McRae. 
Tiner  Wilson. 
Nathan  Redding. 
Edward  Coleman. 
R.  L.  Desen. 

M.  R.  Gueny. 
J.  W.  SpiUer. 
Henry  Deane. 
C.  M.  Tucker. 
W.  J.  Buchan. 
Julius  Molner. 
John  D.  Stewart. 
Holmer  Brock. 
C.  J.  Bell. 
John  Dodd. 

E.  Mazeros. 

J.  N.Whitner. 
W.  H.  Raulerson. 
J.  S.  McDonald. 
T.  P.  Kelly. 
A.  B.  Russell. 
C.  M.  Boone. 
W.  R.  Telford. 
A.  D.  Bruce. 
E.  Cooper. 
J.  Martin. 
H.  Schroder. 
Elias  R.  Barnhart, 
(c.s.) 


Miles  Tanner. 
J.  F.  Prince. 
L.  Berkley. 
J.  C.  Bell. 
Chas.  fl.  Peck. 
J.  S.  Barnhart. 
Harry  Jackson. 
A.  C.  Caldwell. 

D.  A.  Caldwell. 
Albert  Dudiger,(c.  s.) 
W.  F.  Borvand. 
Peter  Mack. 
William  J.  Barnett. 
Burton  S.  White. 

S.  M.  Cockran. 
S.  D.  Williams. 
W.  B.  Whitlock. 
J.  D.  Humphreys. 
J.  F.Turner. 

E.  H.  Cuvar. 

D.  T.  Mitchell. 
W.  S.  Pitts. 

R.  R.  Gilbert. 
R.  W.  Lucas. 
James  G.  Coxetter. 
R.  E.  Houston. 
Jno.  H.  Deane. 
R.  D.  Coulter. 
James  W.  Hartley, 

E.  R.  Prince. 
Geo.  W.  Lewis. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  THK   RESULT  OF   ELECTION. 


State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Mellonville,  in  the 
county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6,  1863,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz: 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and 
eighteen ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  eighteen  ;  Robert  B.  Hilton 
received  one  hundred  and  eighteen  ;  Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  eighteen  ; 
Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  seven ;  Chas.  H.  Pearce  received  seven ;  Wm.  H. 
Holden  received  seven ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  seven. 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  five  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and 
twenty  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  six  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
votes ;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  seven  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynn  received  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
votes;  Herman  L.  Phelps  received  six  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Mellonville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

M.  J.  DOYLE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
L  L  HITE, 

Inspector  of  Election, 
GEO.  B.  DICKENSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
A.  C.  HUGHEY, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
Certified  to  by  J.  P.  Hughey,  clerk  of  circuit  court. 
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OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  IXSPECTOR9  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orauge  County  : 

We,  the  undereijfned,  E.  H.  Cion,  W.  P.  Hooker,  and  N.  B.  Norton,  inspectors  of  an 
election  held  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  Novemher,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  handred  and 
seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  perform 
the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that 
we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

E.  H.  CION, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  P.  HOOKER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
N.  B.  NORTON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

N.  B.  NORTON, 

Inspector. 

OATH  TO   BE  TAKEN  BY   CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  J.  A.  W.  Murphy,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  the 
county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
19, 1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before-men- 
tioned election  according  to  law,  and  that  J  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit, 
and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

J.  A.  W.  MURPHY, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

N.  B.  NORTON, 

Inspector. 
Poll-list  of  precinct  Xo.  4. 


1  E.  D.  Dykes. 

2  R.  R.  Claulle. 

3  A.  M.  Hazlett. 

4  J.  R.  Campbell. 

5  A.  H.  Murphy. 

6  James  Chaires. 

7  H.  V.  Ballard. 

8  J.H.Lee. 
19  M.  C.  Cion. 

lO  J.  H.  Brantley. 
^  1  William  Rogers. 
^2  T.  J.  Dupree. 
|3  R.  W.  Stokes. 
^4  Matthew  Walker. 

15  Ancil  Walker. 

16  J.  P.  Rogers,  (sworn.) 


17  W.  8.  Murphy. 

18  E.  B.  Van  Deman. 

19  H.  R.  Croue,  (sworn) 

20  J.  M.  Dewitt. 

21  Jesse  Tyner. 

22  W.  A.  Edwards. 

23  Scion  H.  Pike. 

24  Wro.  J.  Drawdy. 

25  M.  C.  Danforth 

26  D.  N.  Brantley. 

27  J.  A.  Drawdy. 

28  John  H.Campbell. 

29  F.  Holland. 

30  H.  L.  Weeks. 

31  W.  M.  Ronell. 


32  Moses  Ronell. 

33  T.  P.  Lee. 

34  J.  P.  McEwan. 

35  J.  R.  Cooper. 

36  Eli  Cooper. 

37  Cullen  Ronell. 

38  J.  J.  Rutherford. 

39  E.  H.  Cion. 

40  N.  B.  Norton. 

41  W.P.Hooker. 

42  J.  A.  W.  Murphy. 

43  G.  W.  Dupree. 

44  Daniel  Clifton. 

45  John  Pike. 

46  La  Fayette  Pike. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Floridji,  Orange  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  precinct  No.  4.  in 
the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtne  of  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1672. 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  forty-five  votes. 

For  lieutenan  t-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  forty-six  votes. 
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For  Representative  in  Confjress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  forty-six. 
For  member  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynn  received  forty-six. 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
forty-five,  of  which  Wilkerson  Call  received  forty-five,  James  E.  Yonge  received  forty- 
five,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  forty-five,  Robert  Bullock  received  forty-five. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

E.  H.  CION, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
W.  P.  HOOKER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
N.  B.  NORTON. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  A.  W.  MURPHY, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  IXSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

W^e,  the  undersigned,  B.  N.  Mitchell,  Carl  Anderson,  and  Fred.  P.  Shaffer,  inspectors 
of  an  election  held  at  Carl  Anderson,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  reg- 
istration of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  186S,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
form the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  ^^'e  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

BATTS.  N.  MITCHELL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
CARL  ANDERSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
FRED.  P.  SHAFFER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

FRED.  P.  SHAFFER. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLKlftC  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  Esaias  Henschen,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Carl  Anderson's,  in 
the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
19, 1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before-men- 
tioned election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit, 
and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

ESAIAS  HENSCHEN, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7tb  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

FRED  P.  SHAFFER, 

Inspector. 

Poll-list  of  election  held  at  Carl  Anderson's  place,  at  Lake  Nover,  the  7th  day  of 
November,  1876: 

Beale,  Samuel  K.  LureU,  Nelson  L.  Mitchell,  B.  N.  Wheeler,  J.  F. 

Sanborn,  J.  W.  Lasseter,  Amos  Shaffer,  Fred  P.  Townsend,  James 

Anbin,  Andrew  Henschen,  Esaias  St.  Clair,  Greorge  Sutton,  Littleton 

Sommerville,  W.  Shaw,  Arthur  Johnson,  Jacob  Taylor,  S.  W. 

Fox,  George  Gwynn,  Walter  Farnell,A.  P.  Henschen,  Josef 

Bnrk,  Isaac  Mitchell,  James  E.  Rodgers,  W.  P.  Anderson,  Carl 
Holtzclaw,  H.  H. 

This  poll-list  is  wiitfcen  by,  and  the  correctness  thereof  is  hereby  certified  to,  by 

ESAIAS  HENSCHEN, 

Clerk. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

"We,  the  nnderaigDed,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Carl  Anderson-s,  at 
Lake  Nover,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provioe  for  the  registration  of  electors  and 
the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  ]?ebrnary  27,  1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was 
as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  nineteen  votes;  Mar- 
cellns  L.  Stearns  received  six  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  twenty-one  votes ; 
David  Montgomery  received  four  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  twenty-five,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  nineteen  votes,  James  E.  Yonge 
received  nineteen  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  nineteen  votes,  Robert  Bullock 
received  nineteen  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  six  votes,  C.  H.  Pearce  received 
six  votes,  W.  H.  Holden  received  six  votes,  T.  W.  Long  received  six  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  nineteen  votes ;  Horatio 
Bisbee,  jr.  received  six  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynn  received  eighteen  votes ;  Herman  L. 
Phelps  received  six  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Carl  Anderson's  place,  at  Lake  Nover,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
this  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

BATTS  N.  MITCHELL, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
CARL  ANDERSON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
FRED.  P.  SHAFFER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ESAIAS  HENSCHEN, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

OATU  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTIOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Henry  Overstreet,  James  Yates,  and  John  F.  Willis,  inspectors 
of  an  election  held  at  Shingle  Creek,  No.  9,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid, 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  J 872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
form the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

HENRY  OVERSTREET. 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JAMES  YATES, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  F.  WILLIS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  F.  WILLIS, 

Inspector. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTIOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

I,  the  undersigned,  John  S.  Ball,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Shingle  Creek,  No.  9.  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  enti> 
tied  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  19, 1870, 
do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before-mentioned 
election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and 
abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

JOHN  S.  BALL, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  F.  WILLIS, 

Inspector. 
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Poll-list  of  election  held  at  Shingle  Creek,  No.  9,  Orange  County,  Horida,  Novemher 
7,  1876: 

1  G.  W.  Gaflfney.  16  Littleton  Hancock.  31  John  G.  Tiner. 

2  G.  W.  Howell.  17  J.  H.  Lanier.  32  Willis  K.  Tiner. 

3  J.  R.  Bronson.  18  Jenie  Bronson.  33  Robert  Prescott. 

4  Drury  A.  GaflFhey.  19  James  I.  Bronson.  34  George  F.  Johns. 

5  John  Janier.  20  W.  G.  Roland.  35  W.  H.  Yates. 

6  1. 1.  Lamb.  21  M.  H.  Overstreet.  36  Charles  Bronson. 

7  Washington  G.  Bronson.   22  Edward  Bronson.  37  W.  H.  Greaves. 

8  R.  H.  Lanier.  23  G.  I.  Yates.  38  J.  B.  Greaves. 

9  E.  L.  D.  Overstreet.  24  John  L.  Johnson.  39  Richard  Bronson. 

10  Francis  M.  Baker.  25  ZacariaU  Ryals.  40  James  S.  Bronson. 

11  James  I.Davis.  26  Stephen  Johnson.  41  Henry  Overstreet. 

12  Stewart  Tiner.  27  Joel  Ryals.  42  James  Yates. 

13  William  Davis.  23  Littleton  McLaachlin.  43  John  F.  Willis. 

14  John  L.  Hancock.  29  Charles  B.  Sweet.  44  John  S.  Ball. 

15  J.  M.  Lanier.  30  H.  M.  McLaughlin. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTIOX. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Shingle  Creek,  No. 
9,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  forty-four  votes ; 
Marcelms  L.  Stearns  received        votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  forty-four  votes ;  David 
Montgomery  received        votes. 
For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  forty-four  votes. 
For  meiuber  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynn  received  forty-four  votes. 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  forty-four  votes, •f  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  forty-four  votes;  James  E. 
Yonge  received  forty-four  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  forty  four  votes;  Robert 
Bullock  received  forty-four  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  ;  C.  H.  Pearce 

received  ;  W.  H.  Holden  received  ;  T.  W.  Long  received 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Shingle  Creek  precinct.  No.  9,  in  (the  conntv  aforesaid,  this 
seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

HENRY  OVERSTREET, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JAMES  YATES, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  F.  WILLIS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  S.  BALL, 

ClerK  of  Election. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,. inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Lake  Jessup,  in  the 
county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'' 
approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  George  F.  Drew  received  sixty-three  votes ; 
Marcel lus  L.  Stearns  received        votes. 

For  lientenant-crovernor  of  said  State,  Noble  A.  Hull  received  sixty-three  votes ;  David 
Montgomery  received        votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  sixty-two  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynn  received  Hfty-seven  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  ,  of  which  Wilkinson   Call   re<eived   sixty-one  votes;    James  E.  Yonge 

received  sixty-one  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  sixty-one  votes;  Robert  Bullock 


Digitized  by 


Google 


462 


FLORIDA ORANGE   COUNTY. 


received  sixty-ono  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  vote ;  C.  H.  Pearce  received 
one  vote  ;  W.  H.  Hold«»n  received  one  vote  ;  T.  W.  Long  received  one  vote. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Lake  Jessnp,  iu  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

M.  E.  BROCK, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
R.  W.  LAWTON, 

Inspector  of  £lection. 
A.  C.  LAWTON, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
F.  I.  LAWTON, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Lake  Jesslp,  Fla.,  Xorember  7,  ltf76. 


LI.^T  OF   VOTES   POLLED  AT  LAKE  JE8SUP. 


1  W.  C.  Parktr 

2  T.  J.  Law  toil 

3  A.  C.  Lawtou 

4  R.  W.  Lawton 

5  M.  E.  Brock 

6  Jamcii  H.  Lee 

7  John  V.  Michell 

8  J.  M.  Jones 

9  A.  B.  lieall 

10  J.  S.  Womble 

11  B.  F.  Whituer,  jr 

12  B.F.  Whituer 

13  Jessie  G.  Minton 

14  John  O.  Fries 

15  Robert  W.  Iversou 

16  W.  P.  Lassiter 

17  J.  J.  Harris 

IS  James  H.  King,  (c) 
19  H.J.Lilyebjom 
yO  C.  A.  Love 
21  Samuel  Hodges 


22  S.  J.  L.  Hooker 

23  J.  W.  Prevatt,  (c) 

24  Joseph  M.  Prevatte 

25  J.  F.  Prevatte 

26  Don  gal  Priest 

27  George  Hatchett 
2S  William  H.Conley 

29  William  Dozier 

30  J.  W.  Hicks 

31  J.  Swauson 

32  William  C.  Drawdy 

33  Oliver  W.  Prince 

34  Ichabod  Philips 

35  Alex.  Foreman 

36  William  T.  Arnold 

37  J.  S.  Rouse 

38  Martin  Powell 

39  W^illis  A.  Rouse 

40  J.  A.  Silcox 

41  J.P.Long 

42  D.C.Hart 


43  W.  H  Tanner 

44  J.  F.  Douglas 

45  Calvin  Prince 

46  William  H.  Carter 

47  J.  D.  Hart 

48  John  V.  Redditt 

49  John  Young 

50  John  Tanner 
^l  J.  P.  Hart 

52  Geer  C.  Brantley 

53  George  C.  Powell 

54  B.Z.  Hunter 

55  George  H.  Brown 

56  George  W.  Powell 

57  J.  T.  Nix 

58  W.L.  Cromer,  (c) 

59  Charles  H.  Smith 

60  A.  H.  Davis 

61  D.  P.  Godfrey 

62  J.%\  J.  Mitchell 

63  J.  W.C.Parker 


N.  B.— Names  marked  c  were  not  shown  on  the  registration-list,  but  were  sworn  and 
known  by  the  inspectors  to  be  registered  voters. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  H.  G.  Roberts,  J.  R.  Tucker,  and  S.  E.  Roper,  inspectors  of  an 
election  held  at  Fort  Christmas,  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  on6  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of 
electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1863,  and  an  act  amendatory 
thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  perform  the  duties 
of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  we  will 
endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

H.  G.  ROBERTS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  R.  H.  TUCKER, 
Inspector  of  Election. 
S.  E.  ROPER, 
Inspector  of  Election, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D,  1876. 
Certified  to  by  clerk  circuit  court. 

J.  P.  HUGHEY. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

I,  the  undersigned,  Charles  Winegood,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Fort  Christmas, 
in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eigat  huudred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtne  of 
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an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provi«le  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  Angnst  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 19, 1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before- 
mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  de- 
ceit, and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

CHARLES  WINEGOOD, 

Clerk  of  Election. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
Certified  to  by  clerk  of  circuit  court  as  correct  copy. 

LIST  OF  VOTES  CAST   AT  FORT  CHRISTMAS  PRECINCT,   ORANGE  COUNTY. 

1.  Wiley  Tanner,  (sworn.)        7.  A.  W.  Winegard.  13.  W.J.  Ostun. 

2.  C.  W.  Winegood.  8.  R.  F.  Tucker.  14.  S.  E.  Roper. 

3.  H.  H.  Hodges.  9.  W.  H.  Tucker.  15.  H.  G.  Roberts. 

4.  Levi  Purvis.  40.  John  N. Tanner.  16.  S.L.Roberts. 

5.  J.  J.  Hodges.  11.  D.  F.  Simmons.  17.  J.  R.  H.  Tucker. 

6.  G.  W.  Summers.  12.  P.  I.  Jacobs.  18.  W.  C.  Jacobs. 

Certified  to  by  clerk  of  circuit  court,  J.  P.  Hughey,  as    orrect  copy  of  list  on  file  in 
his  office. 

CERTIFICATE   OF  THE   RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Fort  Christmas,  in 
the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holdfng  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27,  1872,  do  herehy  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz  : 
For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida — George  F.Drew  received  twelve  votes,  Mar- 
cellus  L.  Stearns  received  six  votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State — Noble  A.  Hull  received  twelve  votes,  David 
Montgomery  received  six  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Jesse  J.  Finley  received  twelve  votes,  Horatio  Bis- 
bee,  jr.,  received  six  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly — Walter  Gwynne  received  twelve  votes,  Herman  L. 
Phelps  received  six. 

For  'presidential  electors— Wilkerson  Call  received  eleven  votes,  James  E.  Younge 
received  eleven  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  eleven  votes,  Robert  Bullock  received 
eleven  votes,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  six  votes,  Chas.  H.  Pearce  received  six 
votes,  William  H.  Holden  received  six  votes,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  six  votes. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Fort  Christmas,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

A.  G.  ROBERTS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  R.  A.  TUCKER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
S.  E.  ROPER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
C.  W.  WINEGARD, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

OATH  TO   BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  W.  Kilmer,  J.  P.  Howe,  John  M.  Katline,  inspectors  of  an  elec- 
tion held  at  Alamoute,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of 
electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory 
thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  perform  the 
duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and  that  we  will 
endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

W.  KILMER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
J.  P.  HOWE, 

Inspector  ©f  Election. 
JOHN  M.  KATLINE, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  KILMER, 

Inspector. 
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OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

Stat©  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

I,  the  anclerMigned,  P.  Dodge  Shepherd,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  AUtmonte,  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  enti- 
tled *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'' 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febmary  19, 
1870,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before  mentioned 
election  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and 
abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

P.  DODGE  SHEPHERD, 
Clerk  of  EleotioD. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

W.  KILMER, 

Inspector 

POLL-UST  OF  ALAMONTE,   ORANGE  COUNTY. 


1  J.  M.  Ratline. 

2  R.D.  Fuller. 

3  J.  P.  Howe. 

4  J.  P.  Shepherd. 

5  W.  Kilmer. 

6  C.  C.  Driggers. 

7  C  V.  Chapman. 

8  John  S.  Paige.    . 

9  Daniel  Luke,  jr.,  c. 

10  Rudolph  Miller. 

11  P.  Dodge  Shepherd. 

12  H.  V.  Standifer. 

13  E.  J.  Snow. 

14  Moses  J.  Hunt. 

15  Jeremiah  Horner. 

16  David  J.  Fowler,  c. 

17  Andrew  Lewis. 


18  Edward  F.  Driggers. 

19  J.  M.  Searcy. 

20  Mich.  D.  Lampp. 

21  J.  P.  Arnold. 

22  J.  C.  Phillips. 

23  Phillip  Grist. 

24  F.  G.  Baldwin. 

25  Alfred  Walker. 

26  W.  Thomas  Haire. 

27  John  \V.  Haire. 

28  L.  A.  Lampp. 

29  F.  L.  Robertson. 

30  P.  L.  Boswell. 

31  W.B.  Singleton. 

32  Ezra  Stoner. 

33  S.  S.  Haire. 

34  Thomas  W.  Shine. 


35  Thomas  L.  Anderson. 

36  Albert  Tenney. 

37  King  D.  Jones. 

38  L.J.Hartley.    . 
:^9  Ed.  R.  Trafford. 

40  J.  A.  Campbell. 

41  G.D.  Driggers. 

42  A.  M.  Shepherd. 

43  Edward  Fetters. 

44  Parks  D.  Shepherd. 

45  W.  H.  Banks. 

46  John  C.  Potter. 

47  S.  B.  Harrington. 

48  T.E.  Fuller. 

49  John  O'Connell. 

50  John  Lynch. 


State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  poll-list  on  file  in 
my  office. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  band  and  affixed  my  official  seal  this  39th 
dav  of  November,  1876. 

tsEAL.]  J.  p.  HUGHEY, 

Clerk  of  Circuit  Court, 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  RESL'LT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  Alamonte,  in  the 
county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  en- 
titled '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  ap- 
E roved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do 
ereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  a«  follows,  viz  : 
For  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida — George  F.  Drew  received  thirty-two  votes 
Marcellns  L.  Steams  received  seventeen  voteu. 

For  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State—Noble  A.  Hull  received  thirty-two  votes; 
David  Montgomery  received  eighteen  votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress — Jesse  J.  Finley  received  thirty  votes;  Horatio  Bia- 
bee,  jr.,  received  twenty  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  fifty,  of  which  Wilkerson  Call  received  twenty-nine  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received 
twenty  "nine  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  twenty-nine  votes ;  Robert  Bollock  re- 
ceived twenty-nine  votes;  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  twenty-oue  votes ;  Charles 
H.  Pearce  received  twenty-one  votes;  William  H.  Ilolden  received  twenty-one  votes; 
Thomas  W.  Long  received  twenty-one  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly — Walker  Gwynne  received  thirty  votes;  Herman  L. 
Phelps,  received  twenty  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Alamonte,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tlionsand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

W.  KILMER,  JOHN  W.  RATLINE, 

Inspector  of  Election.  Inspector  of  Election. 

J.  P.  HOWE,  P.  DODGE  SHEPHERD, 

Inspector  of  Election.  Clerk  of  Election. 
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OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  INSPECTORS  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  nndersigned,  James  G.  Spier,  John  B.  Spier,  B.  B.  Reams,  inspectors  of  an 
election  held  at  South  Apopka,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,'*  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act 
amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  per- 
form the  duties  of  inspectors  of  the  before-mentioned  election  according  to  law,  and 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same. 

JAMES  G.  SPIER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
JOHN  B.  SPIER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
B.  B.  REAMS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  G.  SPIER, 

InspiHstor. 

OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  CLERK  BEFORE  OPENING  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County  : 

I,  the* undersigned,  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  South  Apopka,  in  the  county  of 
Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
'^An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,''  ap- 
proved August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Feoruary  19, 1870,  ao 
solemnly  swear  that  I  will  perforin  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  before-mentioned  election 
according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in 
conducting  the  same. 

ARTHUR  SPIER, 

Clerk  of  Election. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

JAMES  G.  SPIER, 

Inspector. 

Poll-hook  at  South  Apopka  precinct ,  7th  day  of  November j  1876. 

1  R.  Kaigler.  12  W.  Graves.  23  R.  Dunaway. 

2  D.  L.  McNab.  13  O.  W.  Ransom,  (sworn.)     24  J.  T.  Reaves. 

3  Hanford  Danu.  14  W.  J.  Miller.  25  S.  T.  Reaves,  (sworn.) 

4  W.  A.  HeaseL  15  W.  H.  Dunaway.  26  W.  C.  Roper. 

5  Nathan  Dunaway.  16  D.  Crawford.  27  R.  L.  Reaves. 

6  E.  L.  Dann  17  8.  M.  Willy  28  T.  N.  Hardy. 

7  B.  M.  Sims.  18  Arthur  Spier.  29  D.  A.  Reaves. 

8  B.  B.  Reams.  19  J.  G.  Spier.  30  D.  F.  Comer. 

9  W.  P.  Reams.  20  J.  B.  Spier.  31  H.  S.  Miller. 

10  J.  Walker,  (sworn.)  21  R.  B.  F.  Boper.  32  Eli  Williamson. 

11  J.  S.  Witty.  22  W.  B.  Reaves. 

CERTIFICATE    OP  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors  and  clerk  of  an  election  held  at  South  Apopka,  in 
the  county  of  Orange  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  result  of  the  said  election  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  governor,  George  F.  Drew  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes ;  Marcellas  L.  Steams 
receiv^       votes. 

For  lieutenant-governor.  Noble  A.  Hull  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes ;  David  Mont* 
gomery  received        votes. 

For  Representative  in  Congress,  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly,  Walter  Gwynn  received  thirty-two  (32)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  ;    of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  thirty-one  (31)  votes,  James  E. 

Yonge  received  thirty-one  (31)  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  thirty-one  (31)  yotee, 
Robert  Bullock  received  thirty-one  (31)  votes,  T.C.  Humphries  received  one  (1)  vote, 

30  FLA* 
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C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  (1)  vote,  W.  H.  Holden  received  one  (1)  vote,  T.  W.  Long  re- 
ceived one  (1)  vote. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  South  Apopka  precinct,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  thia  7th  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-^x. 

JAMES  G.  SPIER, 

Inspector  of  Election, 
JOHN  B.  SPIER, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
B.  B.  REAMS, 

Inspector  of  Election. 
ARTHUR  SPIER, 

Clerk  of  Election. 


1  George  E.  Sawyer 

2  John  M.  Burrell 

3  H.  J.  Parramore 

4  John  Cox,  c. 

5  John  E.  Iiigrahani 

6  Jo8«^ph  Finegan 

7  George  D.  Turner 

8  Wm.  D.  Freeman 

9  J.  C.  Holsclaw 

10  John  C.  Foster 

11  John  W.  Brook 

12  John  H.  Miller 

13  Frank  Clark 

14  Nelson  Hill 

15  C.  G.  Johnson 

16  H.  F.  Grove 

17  T.  H.  Granger 

18  Prince  Trofiart,  c. 

19  D.  L.  Miller 

20  Fred  Lewes 

21  W.  H.  Dorman 

22  James  Calhoon 

23  Henry  Long,  c. 

24  Joseph  Mott 

25  Richard  Walker 

26  Lewis  Keg,  c. 

27  Isaiah  Gary 

28  Terrell  Jones 

29  James  Cooper 

30  Peter  Davis 

31  Prince  McFaddin,  c. 

32  Alfred  Simpson 

33  Jack  Timmons 

34  Biley  Roberson 

35  Osceola  Williams 

36  A.  A.  Miller 

37  J.  T.  F.  Hickson 

38  Bernard  Booney,  c. 

39  A.  J.  Anderson,  c. 

40  John  A.  Nyland 

41  Carl  Snndguist 

42  Elios  Bungston,  c. 

43  G.  Gastafson 

44  Jacob  Butler 

45  Morgan  Jones 

46  David  Moore 

47  Lem  Parr  is 

48  Ambrus  Graham 

49  Rnfns  Waiter 

50  Jack  Dellaney,  c. 

51  James  Way 

52  R.  D.  Edwards 
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53  Joseph  Berry,  c. 

54  Henry  Dallas,  c. 

55  George  Williams 

56  E.  S.  White 

57  F.  A.  Haskins 

58  W.  B.  Powell 

59  Aden  W.  PoweU,  c 

60  Wallace  Goodwin,  c. 

61  B.  N.  Brantley 

62  John  C.  Hatch,  o. 

63  Wm.  B.  Gloss 

64  A.  C.  Martrn 

65  James  R.  Finnegan 

66  C.  F.  Edmunds 

67  F.  W.  Munsen 

68  John  A.  Macdonald 

69  Robert  Brown 

70  E.  H.  Cameron 

71  J.  D.  Cameron 

72  Daniel  Harper 

73  Oliver  Johnston 

74  Hugh  L.  McDonald 

75  H.  G.  Engstrow 

76  E.  Echberg 

77  George  Saunders 

78  Ellison  Sistrank,  c. 

79  Alf.  Linguist 

80  A.  Anderson,  c. 

81  A.  Neilson 

82  F.  G.  Linburg 

83  C.  Henry  Whittard 

84  Milton  Cooper 

85  John  Dorson 

86  Philip  Milford 

87  J.  W.  Tucker 

88  George  W.  Powers 

89  E.  K.  Foster,  jr. 

90  W.  E.  Reynolds 

91  M.  G.  Rowe 

92  J.  J.  Stein 

93  W.  R.  Barnheart 

94  J.  B.  Fortier 

95  W.  B.  Ballard 

96  Jno.  L.  Noland 

97  Joseph  Watson 

98  James  Harris 

99  Oliver  Bonaparte 

100  Stephen  Hooper 

101  Jno.  M.  Lord 

102  D.  C.  Savage 

103  Oscar  Bingston 

104  J.  D.  Jackson 


105  Wm.  Boatwright 

106  F.  W.  Ekenberg,  c. 

107  Chas.  Scough 

108  John  Singrin 

109  August  Betbelson,  c 

110  W.  B.  Rauleraon 

111  A.  H.Leonard 

112  W.  H.  Whitcombe 

113  B.  R.  Crump 

114  Nathan  Thompson 

115  J.  N.  Whitner,  jr. 

116  A.  H.  HarringtOQ 

117  Richard  Filder 

118  W.  H.  Spencer,  jr. 

119  Thomas  Bryant 

120  N.  A.  Hull 

121  Raymond  Reese 

122  Jno.  G.  EEagerman 

123  H.  L.  DeForest 

124  L.  M.  Moore,  o. 

125  Jno.  Bent 

126  Chas.  H.  Bent 

127  James  Dreggar,  c 

128  J.  L.  Dohn 

129  Solomon  M.  Knight 

130  Joseph  A.  Wool  pert 

131  Valentine  Linden 

132  Nicholas  Gloeswer 

133  Joseph  Jam  mas 

134  N.  Wassiluff 

135  Gustavo  Doubt 

136  F.  Henry  Capper 

137  Joseph  Garon 

138  P.  Dubagonry 

139  Cass  DeLagaage 

140  J.  A.  McRae 

141  James  S.  Bisphan 

142  George  H.  Holland 

143  A.  W.  Leonaiti 

144  Thomas  Peters 

145  John  Andersin 

146  T.  J.  Boyd 

147  EUsha  Hateh 

148  F.  W.  Earnest 

149  J.  H.  Wilcox 

150  H.  P.  Graddick 

151  R.  R.  Sessions 

152  Reuben  Petty 

153  Jno.  W.  Caldwell 

154  Thos.  E.  Pierce 
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1  Kennedy,  M.  G. 

2  Poyutz,'Nat. 

3  Allen,  J.  H. 

4  Hyn,E.P. 

5  Porter,  Marshall. 

6  Harrison,  H.  C. 

7  John,  Andrews,  jr. 

8  Jones,  Win. 

9  Hyn,A.M. 

10  John,  A.  H. 

11  Nofford.John. 

12  Hyn,J.M. 

13  Hasell,  Mitchel. 

14  Powers,  G.  A. 

15  Beasiey,  Nathan. 

16  Powers,  J.  A. 

17  Yates,  Thomas  Ransom, 

(sworn.) 

18  R.  L.  Sam  merlin. 

19  Nungis,  Chas.  H. 

20  Cohen,  J.  R. 

21  Pitjfer.F.I. 

22  Sprucely,  James. 

23  Johnston,  Thomas  A. 

24  Beasley,  Hiram. 

25  Mozeir,  John  R. 

26  Shaw,  J.  T. 

27  Bnchan,  C.  H. 

28  Stubblefield,  H.  C. 

29  Richards,  Edgar  A. 

30  Anderson,  J.  C. 

<ii  Fergason,  John  C,  (c, 
non-resident.) 

32  Cohen,  Chas. 

33  Given,  M.  B. 

34  Cohen,  Mike. 

35  Tnrner,  W.  K. 

36  Floyd,  W.  S. 

37  Hewet,  Moses  L. 

38  Weaver,  E.  P. 

39  Veach,  John  A. 

40  Brack,  W.J. 

41  Marshal,  John  L. 

42  Walker,  W.  E. 

43  Walker,  Stephen,  c. 

44  Tony,  John  W. 

45  White,  Jacob  A. 

46  Yates,  W.  T. 

47  Gibson,  Jacob,  c. 

48  Hughey,  John,  jr. 

49  Jernigan,  Aaron  M. 

50  Knowles,  H.  D. 

51  Arnold,  G. 

52  Arnold,  Jno.  H.,  c. 

53  Hull,  B.  F. 

54  Cunningham,  T.  R. 

55  Mofford,T.J. 

56  Johnson,  James  W. 

57  McWilliam,  W.J. 

58  Hammond,  Geo.  H. 

59  Maddox,  T.  J. 

60  Robinson,  S.  L. 

61  Groves,  Cha8.  D. 

62  Allman,  Willis. 

63  Learkey,  S.  A. 

64  Davis,  James. 

65  Sadduch,Geo.A. 
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66  Foster,  Francis,  (S.) 

67  Mills,  J.  L. 

68  Ross,  H.  E. 

69  Ivey,  T.  A. 

70  Cox,  Needum. 

71  Ross,  Chas.  F. 

72  Ross,  S.  A. 

73  Summers,  A.  B.,  (S.) 

74  Hall,  I. 

75  Bass,  Richard. 

76  John  L.  Bryan. 

77  Howard,  Henry. 

78  Matthews,  H.  A. 

79  Lenox,  Richard. 

80  Rollison,  John. 

81  GriflBn,  Lawrence  J. 

82  Sweet,  C.  D. 

83  Healle,  J.  M. 

84  Hnghev,  S.  P. 
as  Epps,  K.  S. 

86  Sullivan,  Samuel. 

87  Lee,  W.  R. 

83  Robinson,  Heilry. 

89  James  De  Lanes. 

90  Hull,  W.  B. 

91  Russell,  W.  F. 

92  King,  W.  M. 

93  Avery,  Thomas. 

94  Edwards,  Scipio. 

95  Dees,  M.  A. 

96  Ross,  Peter. 

97  Campbell,  M.  G. 
9|  Neizell,  David. 
99  Bumby,  Jesse. 

100  Townsend,  Prince. 

101  Holden,  W.  H. 

102  Summerlin,  Geo. 

103  Woods,  F.  M. 

104  Baxter,  P.  A. 

105  Davis,  C,  c. 

106  Nulton,  W.  A. 

107  Martin,  E. 

108  Hooper,  James  E. 

109  Sheppard,  J.  D. 

110  Walker,  J.  G. 

111  Porter,  William  P. 

112  Neizell,  Morgan  A. 

113  Powell,  Isaac. 

114  Childers,  B.  D. 

115  Eunice,  Newton. 

116  Johns,  Cornelius. 

117  Johns,  Joseph. 

118  Guild,  B.,  (S.) 

119  Wright,.S.  R. 

120  Baxter,  Alex. 

121  Robinson,  Wash. 

122  Shelby,  W.  A. 

123  Barton,  J.  \y. 

124  Harvey,  George  W. 

125  Howell  William. 

126  Bronson,  George  W. 

127  Simmons,  John  H. 

128  Smith,  James  F. 

129  Harvey,  W.  W. 
139  Townsend,  J.  H. 

131  Campbell,  E.  L.,  c. 

132  Peacock,  J.  T.,  c. 


133  Buubey,  Joseph. 

134  Peterson,  D.,  c. 

135  Washington,  Geo. 

136  Johnson,  Eli  J. 

137  Evans,  J.  H. 

138  Macey,  George  E. 

139  Macey,  W.  H. 

140  Harris,  O.  A.,  c. 

141  Patrick,  A. 

142  Trim,  Jordan. 

143  Hardman,  S.  F.,  c. 

144  Dann,  H.  L.,  (S.) 

145  Wheately,  T.  E. 

146  Summerlin,  J. 

147  Westcott,  George  P. 

148  Hunter,  W.  A. 

149  Edenfield,  A.  J. 

150  Peston,  O.  P. 

151  Ivey,  John. 

152  Bailey,  G.  P. 

153  Crawford,  G.  W. 

154  McQuade,  C.  F. 

155  Colemans,  Joe. 

156  Montague,  J.  R. 

157  Strickland.  Jonathan. 

158  Johnson,  W.  M. 

159  Sinn,  Simon. 

160  Roberts,  James. 

161  Blitch,  J.  M. 

162  Biglowe,  John. 

163  Guilford,  J,  W. 

164  Epps,  F. 

165  Arnold,  H.  T. 

166  Ivy  Robert. 

167  Holmes,  Mandv. 

168  Robinson,  B.  M. 

169  Johns,  C,  c. 

170  Bass,  W.  E. 

171  Tison,  J.  M. 

172  Robinson,  C.  A. 

173  HiU,  B.  C,  (S.) 

174  Patrick,  W.  A. 

175  Spier,  E.  H. 

176  Tison,  Jackson. 

177  Heath,  Alfred. 

178  Murrav,  Walter. 

179  Kun,  William. 

180  Prescott,  W.  F. 

181  Potuck,  W.  W. 

182  Harold,  W.  B.  D.,  (S.) 

183  Prescott,  Noah. 

184  Evans,  John. 

ia5  Turner,  Stephen  H. 

186  Simmons,  Willson. 

187  Randolph,  W.  B. 

188  Ferrill,  George  M. 
169  Stausell,  W.R. 

190  Taylor,  J.  D. 

191  Taylor,  W.  W. 

192  Johns  Bird. 

193  Nimms,  Beuj. 

194  Woods,  T.  J. 

195  Boone,  C.  A. 

196  Pholph,  H.  L. 

197  Sullivan,  F.  D. 
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468  FLORIDA ORANGE  COUNTY^ 

DEMOCRATIC  REPLY. 

In  the  matter  of  the  objections  to  the  election  in  Orange  Coimtj. 

The  attorneys  for  the  democratic  candidates  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  members  of  Conjirress,  and  State  officers,  in  answer  to  the  ob- 
jections made  and  presented  to  the  honorable  the  board  of  State  canvassers  ai^nst  tiie 
entire  vote  and  alleged  returns  from  Orange  County,  say  that  there  was  no  fraad ;  that  so 
fiu"  as  in  human  power  the  election  law  was  complied  with ;  that  there  was  not  one 
single  case  of  violence  in  said  county  of  Orange  daring  the  election  week ;  that  there  has 
Dot  been  a  case  of  violence  in  said  connty  for  months  prior  to  the  said,  election,  and 
there  has  not  been  one  since  the  said  day  of  election  ;  that  there  has  not  been  an  in- 
stance of  intimidation  in  said  county  of  Orange  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  the 
democratic  party.  They  further  deny  that  the  registration  is  false  or  illegal.  They 
deny  that  tne  clerk  of  the  court  permitted  minors  or  non-residents  to  register,  or  that 
he  allowed  the  names  of  minors  or  non-residents  to  go  upon  the  registration-books 
contrary  to  law.  They  deny  that  any  persons  were  registered  by  any  one  save  tiie 
clerk,  or  a  duly  authorized  and  qualified  deputy. 

They  further  deny  that  the  inspectors  of  election,  or  any  of  them,  defrauded  the  re- 
publicans by  counting  the  republican  votes  as  democratic.  They  deny  that  the  re- 
publicans made  any  effort  to  count  the  vote  again  in  the  presence  of  committees  of  both 
parties,  and  they  say  that  after  the  republicans  having  doctored  or  tampered  with  th» 
ballots  from  some  of  the  precincts  attempted  to  have  a  secret  canvass ;  that  wheo 
discovered  the  republicans  asked  the  board  of  connty  canvassers  to  recount,  and  the 
said  board  did  not  refuse,  but  said  they  would  if  the  applicants  would  show  any  law 
Authorizing  it. 

They  further  say  that  it  is  positively  untrue  that  any  threats  of  violence  or  assas- 
Bination  have  ever  been  made  by  the  democrats  of  said  eounty  against  any  republican 
to  prevent  a  recount  of  the  votes,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  They  further  say  that 
the  clerk  of  the  court  has  not  been  put  in  fear  of  his  life  by  such  threats  or  any  other 
threats. 

They  further  say  that  the  clerk,  or  some  one  else,  has  opened  the  ballot-boxes,  and 
that  said  ballot-boxes,  or  most  of  them,  have  been ,  in  the  said  clerk^s  office,  lying  upon 
the  floor,  open,  or  with  seals  broken,  and  in  some  instances  with  keys  in  the  locks. 

They  further  say  that  the  clerk  is  not  afraid  to  bring  or  send  the  ballot-boxes  to 
Tallahassee,  nor  indeed  has  he  been  ordered  by  any  om  to  brrng  or  send  said  boxes  to 
Tallahassee ;  that  said  clerk  was  ordered  by  the  court  to  send  the  ballots  to  S.  B.  Mc- 
Lin,  of  Tallahassee ;  that  the  said  clerk  was  prevented  from  obeying  the  order  afore- 
said by  legal  steps. 

They  further  say  that  the  true  certificate  of  the  result  of  the  election  does  show 
upon  its  face  what  connty  it  is  from,  and  that  the  county  canvassers  could  be  con- 
Ticted  for  making  a  false  return  from  said  county  if  in  matter  of  fact  said  returns  were 
fraudulent. 

And,fu  ther,  respondents  show  that  the  ballots  cast  in  said  county  did  correctly 
show  the  result  to  be  as  returned  by  the  county  canvassers,  and  they  say  that  ^ould 
the  ballots  show  now  otherwise,  then  they  say  that  said  ballots  have  been  tampered 
with  since  the  canvass  by  precinct  inspectors  and  county  canvassers. 

Respondents  further  protest  against  the  gross  violation  of  justice,  right,  and  law 
committed  by  John  W.  Priog^  judge  of  the  seventh  circuit  court  for  Orange  Connty  afore- 
said, in  the  order  made  by  tiim  requiring  the  clerk  of  said  court  to  send  up  before  thb 
board  the  ballots,  returns,  and  all  papiers  in  his  office  (connected  with  said  election, 
and  that  not  upon  the  application  of  the  board  or  any  member  thereof,  hue  of  Andrew 
W.  Leonard,  Newman  L.  Phelps,  John  R.  Mizell.  And  respondents  further  charge 
that  the  said  Newman  L.  Phelps,  Andrew  W.  Leonard,  John  R.  Mizell,  John  A.  Mo- 
Donald  and  others  have  conspired  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people  by  manipulating 
the  said  ballots,  and  then  claiming,  after  the  lapse  of  weeks,  to  recount  said  b^ots, 
the  same  meanwhile  having  passed  through  various  irresponsible  bauds,  and,  besides 
others,  of  John  B.  Stickney  and  John  A.  McDonald. 

All  of  which,  BO  far  as  possible  with  the  limited  time  allowed,  will  be  supported  by 
the  testimony  of  intelligent  and  honest  witnesses  present,  and  other  evidence. 

The  following  witnesses  who  can  and  will  testify  in  support  of  the  statements  made 
above  are  present  and  ready  to  do  so :  J.  U.  Allen,  Walter  Gwynn,  Thomas  A.  Shine, 
and  W.  B.  Randolph,  all  of  said  county. 

The  following  are  absent,  but  would  testify  if  present,  and  would  be  present  if  time 
would  permit :  Jas.  P.  Hughey,  clerk  of  Orange  County ;  Nat.  Puzuty,  M.  J.  Doyle, 
1. 1.  Nite,  Seth  French,  Thomas  E.  Wilson,  State  attorney  seventh  circuit. 

We  file  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  cx)unty  canvass  of  said  connty,  which  shows 
that  any  defects  which  may  appear  upon  the  duplicate  originally  received  by  the  sec- 
retary of  state  and  submitted  to  this  board  are  mere  clerical  errors,  and  do  not  appear 
upon  the  returns  of  the  county  canvass  as  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  said  connty. 
We  also  file,  in  support  of  the  statement  above  made,  the  affidavits  of  R.  L.  Summer- 
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lin,  Jalins  C.  Anderson,  J.  R.  Mizel],  W.  B.  Randolph,  J.  N.  Allen,  Thomas  L.  Anderson 
J.  J.  Daniels,  R.  Bullock,  Thomas  W.  Shine,  W.  0.  Parker,  J.  B.  Mitchell,  M.  E.  Brock > 
A.  C.  Lauton,  R.  W.  Lauton,  and  T.  J.  Lauton. 

Reference  to  records  of  secretary  of  state  prayed  to  show  who  coanty  officers  are. 

GEO.  P.  RANEY, 

For  Democrats. 

BALLOT-BOXES  OPENED. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  Connty : 

Before  me,  0.  A.  Boone,  an  acting  jastioe  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State,  personally  came  Jalins  C.  Anderson,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  dnly  sworn^ 
deposes  and  says  that  he  knows  that  the  ballot-boxes  containing  the  ballots  cast  at 
«ach  and  every  of  the  voting-precincts  of  said  county  at  the  election  held  in  said 
coanty  on  the  7th  day  of  November  instant,  for  national  and  State  officers,  were  sealed 
ap  when  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  and  that  affiant  has 
mqnently  seen  said  ballot-boxes  in  said  clerk's  office  since  they  were  deposited  there 
sealed  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  seals  upon  them  have  been  broken,  and  that  they  bear 
strong  evidence  of  having  been  opened. 

J.  C.  ANDERSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  A.  BOONE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  THOMAS  L.  ANDEKSON. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

Before  me,  C.  A.  Boone,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  and 
State,  personally  came  Thomas  L.  Anderson,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  dnly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  since  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1676,  last  past,  on 
which  day  the  general  election  for  national  and  State  officers  was  held,  and  before  the 
28tb  day  of  said  month,  (the  exact  date  not  remembered,)  he  saw  one  John  A.  Mc- 
Donald, a  citizen  of  said  Orange  County,  and  a  member  of  the  political  party  known 
as  **  republican/'  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county, 
tampering  with  the  contents  of  and  handling  one  of  the  ballot-boxes  among  those 
used  at  the  precincts  of  said  county  in  said  election,  and  that  the  seals  upon  several 
of  said  boxes  appear  to  have  been  broken ;  and  that  said  ballot-boxes  have  been  lying 
in  said  clerk^s  office  with  said  seals  so  apparently  broken  ;  and  that  in  one  of  said 
boxes  the  key  was  in  the  lock  as  if  said  box  had  been  opened. 

THOMAS  L.  ANDERSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  November,  A.  D.  1876. 

C.  A.  BOONE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TESTIMONIAL  OF  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  before  me  came  Robert  Bullock  and  J.  J.  Daniel,  who,  being  dnly  sworn t 
say  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  for  many  years  have  been 
intimately  acquainted  with  M.  J.  Doyle  and  G.  B.  Dickerson,  citizens  of  Orange 
County,  and  who  were  duly  appointed  and  acted  as  inspectors  of  election  at  Mellon> 
ville  precinct,  in  said  county  of  Orange,  at  the  recent  general  election  held  in  said 
county  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that  from  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  said  Doyle  and  Dickerson,  affiants  know  them  to  be  gentlemen 
of  the  highest  character ;  men  whose  honor  and  integrity  has  never  been  and  can 
never  be  (questioned  or  impeached ;  that  from  the  high  character  of  the  said  gentle- 
men, it  is  impossible  for  it  to  be  charged,  except  falsely,  that  they  ever  had  any  con- 
nection with  the  manipulation  of  an  election-return  or  ballot-box. 

J.  J.  DANIEL. 
ROBERT  BULLOCK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 
Notary  Public,  State  at  Large. 

LAKE  JESSUP. 

8tate  of  Florida,  Connty  of  Orange : 

We,  the  undersigned,  M.  C.  Brock,  A.  C.  Lauton,  and  W.  R  Lauton,  inspectors,  and 
Thomas  J.  Lauton,  clerk  of  the  election  held  at  Lake  Jessup  precinct,  in  said  county 
and  State,  on  Tuesday  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  do  make  the  following  state- 
ment on  oatb,  to  wit :  That  we  held  said  election  in  strict  conformity  with  the  laws 
and  instructions  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  state ;  that  the  utmost  quiet  and  good 
order  was  maintained  at  the  place  of  voting  through  the  entire  day,  without  the  slight- 
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est  indication  of  intimidation  or  attempt  on  tbe  part  of  any  person  or  persons  to  intim- 
idate any  voter;  that  all  the  ballots  polled  here  were  voted  by  electors  to  ns  well 
known  as  citizens  of  Orange  Conuty  ana  entitled  to  vote ;  that  one  Joseph  Hensbaw,  a 
Swede»  who  does  not  reside  within  the  limits  of  this  precinct,  presented  himself  early 
in  the  day  as  a  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and  in  an  arrogant  and  domineering 
manner  took  bis  position  in  front  of  the  ballot-box,  which  he  maintained  andistnrbed 
nntil  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  qaietly  departed  withont  having  voted  or 
expressed  a  desire  to  vote,  although  invited  by  one  of  ns,  Mr.  R.  W.  Lauton,  to  cast  bis 
vote.    In  no  way  or  manner  did  we  treat  him  with  disrespect,  or  qoeetion  bis  authority. 

R.  W.  LAUTON. 

A.  C.  LAL-TOX. 

M.  E.  BROCK. 
T.  J.  LAUTON,  Clerk. 

Sworn  (o  and  8ab6crib3l  befo.e  me  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  IRA  S.  ROWE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

I,  John  v.  Mitchell,  clerk  in  the  store  of  Dr.  J.  F.  J.  MitcbeU,  situated  on  Lake 
Jessup,  in  said  county  and  State,  and  deputy  postmaster  of  Lake  Jessnp  post-office, 
which  is  kept  in  said  store,  do  make  under  oath  the  following  statement  to  wit :  That 
the  said  store  is  the  regular  place  for  holding  elections  for  Lake  Jessup  precinct ;  that 
Capt.  M.  C.  Brock,  Alex.  0.  Lauton,  and  Robert  W.  Lauton,  inspectors,  and  Thomas 
J.  Lauton,  clerk,  did  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  hold  the  regular  election  for 
electors  for  President,  Vice-Presidentt  member  of  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
governor  and  other  State  officers  in  said  store ;  that  I  was  present  during  the  en- 
tire day ;  that  said  election  was  held  in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner ;  that  said  inspect- 
ors and  clerk  showed  to  all  tbe  citizens  equal  rights  and  privileges ;  that  good  order 
and  good  feeling  was  maintained  throughout  tbe  day  ;  that  all  the  voters  being  per- 
sonally known  to  me  I  am  satisfied  they  voted  without  intimidation,  let,  or  fear  from 
any  person  or  persons ;  that  Mr.  Joseph  Hensbaw,  a  citizen  of  Maitland  precinct, 
presented  himself  early  in  tbe  day,  claiming  to  be  a  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and 
that  he  was  so  renpected  by  said  inspectors  and  clerk  of  election  and  citizens. 

J.  V.  MITCHELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[8EAL.J  WALTER  GWYNN, 

Notary  Public. 

AN  ADMISSION. 

Sfcate  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Thomas  W.  Shine,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  stat^ 
niH>n  oath  that  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  that  in  a  con- 
versation with  A.  W.  Leonard,  a  republican,  and  one  of  the  petitioners  to  the  jndge 
of  the  seventh  judicial  circuit  to  have  the  ballot-boxes  and  all  papers  connected  there- 
with sent  to  Tallahassee,  to  tbe  end  that  a  true  canvass  of  the  same  might  be  had  by 
the  State  board  of  canvassers ;  that  he,  the  said  Leonard,  whose  name  is  attached 
to  the  petition  above  referred  to,  denied  that  any  fraud  bad  been  committed  at  Mel- 
lonville,  precinct  2,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  State  of  Florida,  at  an  election  held 
on  the  seventh  (7th)  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  for  tbe  election  of  electors  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  members  of  Congress,  and  for 
State  officers ;  and  he  furthermore  said  that  he  was  confident  that  neither  one  of  tbe 
inspectors  at  said  precinct  would  resort  to  fraud  under  any  circumstances  to  alter  or 
change  the  result  of  tbe  election  above  referred  to. 

(Signed)  T.  W.  SHIN-E. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  GEO.  SIMS, 

Notary  Public,  at  large. 

ORLANDO  PRECINCT. 

State  of  Florida,  Orange  County : 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  was  present  in  Orlando,  Orange  County,  Florida,  on  the  7tli 
day  of  November,  1876,  during  an  election  for  presidential  electors,  one  Representa- 
tive to  the  next  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  and  one  governor,  one  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  one  representative  to  the  next  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  everything  connected  with  said  election, 
and  the  canvassing  of  the  votes  polled  at  said  election,  was  done  in  accordance  with 
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the  law  governing  elections  in  this  State,  and  without  any  attempt  at  fraud  or  intimi- 
dation on  the  part  of  any  individn  \l.  This  November  the  27th,  1876. 

JOHN  R.  MIZELL. 
Witness : 

Geo.  H.  Hammond. 
Aleck  M.  Hyer. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscrihed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  November,  1876.     ' 

J.  P.  HUGHEY, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Orange  County,  Florida. 

THE  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  personally  came  J.  H.  Allen  and  Thomas  W.  Shine,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  as  to  the  claim  of  republicans  that  seventy-five 
persons  voted  in  Orange  County  at  the  election  on  the  7th  of  November,  1876,  for  na- 
tional and  State  officers,  who  "were  not  registered  voters  of  said  county,  affiants  say 
that  these  names  appear  not  to  be  registered,  when  in  fact  they  were,  and  that  the  ap- 
parent difference  is  caused  by  errors  of  clerks  of  election  in  writing  said  names,  to  wit : 
In  the  Mellon ville  precinct,  L.  J.  Hartley,  the  person  who  voted  and  was  registered, 
was  written  S.  J.  Hartly  ;  William  Sims,  who  votes,  is  the  same  person  as  William  B. 
Sims,  registered  voter ;  T.  J.  Drawdy,  who  votes,  is  the  same  person  as  S.  J.  Draudy  in 
registration-list;  Enoch  Bell  is  a  registered  voter;  M.  P.  Marks  had  been  registerad, 
was  erased,  ^nd  was  challenged,  and  so  swore ;  S.  Godwin,  registered  voter,  is  the  same 
as  S.  Goodwin,  voter;  E.  D.  Robertson  is  the  same  person  as  E.  D.  Robinson ;  N.  B. 
Powell,  registered  voter,  and  W.  D.  Powell,  voter,  is  the  same  person  ;  F.  G.  Carrington 
is  not  a  non  compos  mentis;  Triver  Wilson,  voter,  is  the  same  person  as  Tim  Wilson; 
Charles  E.  Bamhart  was  registered,  name  improperly  erased,  and  ho  so  swore  when 
challenged :  L.  Burkley,  voter,  is  the  same  person  as  L.  Burkle ;  Albert  Dudiger,  in 
poll-list  as  Rngur,  registered  as  Rndi^ar ;  J.  F.  Turner  votes  in  person  as  J.  T.  Turner, 
registered  voter ;  James  G.  Coxetter  is  a  citizen  of  Orange  County,  and  a  registered 
voter;  Robert E.  Winston  and  John  Dunne  are  registered  voters.  At  Sanford,  John 
E.  Inghram,  voter,  is  same  as  James  E.  Ingraham,  registered  ;  William  D.  Freeman, 
voter,  and  William  B.  Freeman,  registered  voter,  is  the  same  person ;  T.  H.  Granger 
on  poll-list,  and  T.  A.  Granger,  registered  list,  is  the  same ;  Lewis  Key  appears  on 
registration  list  as  Lewis  Keetb  ;  Bernard  Bumey  as  Bernard  Rooney ;  A.  J.  Ander- 
son as  A.  Anderson;  Charles  Landguist  as  Charles  Languish;  Elias  Burgston  as  E. 
Bingston ;  Urury  Berry  did  not  vote  at  all,  nor  does  his  name  appear  on  poll-list ;  E. 
G.  Egstrom  appears  as  A.  G.  Engstrom ;  E.  Eckbury  as  T.  Eckbury ;  Alf  Lunguist  as 
Alof  Lungnisfc ;  C.  H.  Whitlard  m  C.  Henry  Whitner;  John  Durson  as  John  Dorsett; 
W.  B.  Raulerson  is  a  registered  voter;  James  Duggan  appears  as  J.  M.  Duggers ;  C.  L. 
Dohm  as  Christian  Dohm.  At  Orlando  precinct,  Stephen  C.  Walker  appears  as  Stephen 
Walker ;  I.  Hall  as  (Esiah)  Isiah  Hall ;  Samuel  Sullivan  as  Samuel  J.  Sullivan  ;  M.  A. 
Dees  as  Miles  Dees  ;  P.  A.  Baxter  as  W.  P.  Baxter ;  J.  G.  Walker  as  John  G.  Walker ; 
B.  Gould  as  Benjamin  Gould ;  William  Howell  as  W.  G.  Howell ;  H.  L.  Dann  as  Henry 
Dann ;  C.  A.  Robinson  as  Charles  A.  Robinson  ;  B.  C.  Hill  as  T.  B.  Hill ;  F.  D.  Sulllvant 
as  F.  D.  Sullivan,  and  is  a  registered  voter.  At  South  Apopka,  the  republicans  read 
W.  A.  Heard  as  W.  A.  Heasel — the  former  voted  and  was  registered :  J.  Walker  appears 
as  A.  Walker ;  William  Graves  as  Warren  Grieves ;  S.  T.  Reaves  as  8.  L.  Reaves ;  Wash. 
G.  Brinson  as  G.  W.  Brinson.  At  Vena  precinct,  Summerville  Wallace  as  Wallace 
Summerville ;  H.  H.  Hetleydon  was  registered  and  improperly  erased,  and  so  swore ; 
A.  P.  Farwell  is  a  registered  voter.  At  Fort  Christmas  precinct,  D.  F.  Simmons  as 
Franklin  Simmons ;  P.  J.  Jacobs  as  Joshua  Jacobs ;  A.  G.  Roberts  is  one  of  the  oldest 
citizens  in  the  county,  has  been  registered,  and  ^as  improperly  erased.  At  A.ltamonte 
precinct,  Andrew  Lewis  is  a  registered  voter.  At  Jessup  precinct,  J.  H.  King  was  reg- 
istered and  improperly  erased,  and  so  swore ;  Calvin  Prince  as  Calvin  Price ;  J.  V. 
Reddit  as  John  Reddit;  John  Young  is  a  registered  voter. 

J.  H.  ALLEN. 
T.  W.  SHINE. 

Sworn  and -subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1876. 
[SEAL]  J.  B.  STICKNEY. 

Notary  Public,  State  Florida, 

TIIE  REGISTRATION. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Walter  Gwynn,  a  citizen  of  Orange  County,  who, 
being  first  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  his  own  neighborhood  he  knows  several  electors, 
some  of  whom  had  been  previously  regist-ered,  whose  names  were  not  entered  upon  the 
assessors'  book  ;  that  he  is  satisfied  that  a  larger  proportion  of  electors  were  omitted 
from  said  assessor's  book  in  other  parts  of  the  county  than  in  his  u»*ighborhood  ;  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  polled  in  the  election  of  November  7,  A.  D.  1876,  in  Orange 
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County,  for  presidential  electors,  was  eleven  hundred  and  sixteen,  whilst  the  i^istra- 
tion-Iist  shows  about  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  (1,^80)  names ;  that  ho  is  credibly 
informed  that  iu  the  county  of  Leon  the  assessors'  books  show  less  than  two  thousand 
names  of  males  over  the  age  of  twenty -one,  whilst  the  poll-books  and  retoms  of  the 
late  general  election  show  that  over  four  thousan  d  votes  were  polled,  a  discrepancy  of 
two  thousand  between  the  assessors'  books  and  the  votes  polled  in  said  county  of  Leon ; 
that  throughout  Orange  County  the  election  was  held  with  fairness,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge ;  that  he  was  in  Orange  County  during  the  election,  and  had  seen  most  of 
the  citizens  iust  before  the  election,  and  knows  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  democrats 
to  have  a  fair  and  honest  election ;  that  he  remained  in  the  county  of  Orange  two 
weeks  alter  the  election,  and  heard  of  no  frauds  or  attempt  at  frauds  by  the  democratic 
party ;  that  the  only  intimidation  he  heard  of  in  said  county  of  Orange  was  that  of  a 
threat  of  the  United  States  deputy  marshal  to  arrest  any  person  who  might  in  any 
way  attempt  to  influence  a  vote  on  the  day  of  election  at  or  near  the  polls. 

WALTER  GWYNN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before       this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

D.  CAMERON,  [sral] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TESTIMONIAL  OP  CHARACTER. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  before  me  came  W.  B.  Randolph  and  Thomas  W.  Shine,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  say  they  are  citizens  and  legal  voters  of  Orange  County,  State  of  Florida ;  that 
they  are  and  have  been  for  several  years  intimately  acquainted  with  1. 1.  Hite,  esq.,  who 
is  also  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  citizen  and  legal  voter  of  said  State  and  county 
of  Orange ;  that  said  1. 1.  Hite  acted  as  inspector  of  election  at  Mellonville  precinct,  in 
said  county  of  Orange,  at  the  recent  election  held  in  said  county  on  the  seventh  (7th) 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876 ;  that,  from  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
character  of  said  1. 1.  Hite,  esq.,  inspector  as  aforesaid,  affiants  do  know  him  to  be  a 
gentleman  of  the  highest  character  and  a  man  of  honor,  whose  integrity  is  unimpeach- 
able, and  who  is  perfectly  reliable  in  ever^  respect,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  charge 
him,  except  falsely,  with  any  connection  with  manipulating  election-returns  or  stuffing 
ballot-boxes. 

W.  B.  RANDOLPH. 
T.  W.  SHINE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Dec.  2,  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public 

LAKE  JESSUP. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

I,  the  undersigned,  William  C.  Parker,  a  citizen  of  said  State  and  county,  do  make 
the  following  statement  on  oath,  to  wit :  I  reside  at  Lake  Jessup  Landing,  very  near 
the  poet-office  and  place  of  voting  for  the  Lake  Jessup  precinct  I  was  present  and 
near  the  place  of  voting  during  the  entire  day  of  November  7,  A.  D.  1676,  during  the 
holding  of  the  election  ror  presidential  electors  and  State  officers  and  members  of  Con- 
gress. I  saw  no  attempt  made  to  intimidate  or  otherwise  improperly  or  illegally 
influence  any  voter  or  voters.  The  election  was  conducted  in  all  fairness,  giving  au 
parties  equal  rights.  Being  a  member  of  the  republican  party,  from  the  State  of  Del- 
aware, from  whence  I  removed  to  this  State,  I  voted  without  let  or  hinderanoe  for 
the  national  republican  ticket. 

WM.  C.  PARKER, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876. 
[SEAL.]  IRA  S.  ROUSE. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Oriando,  Fla.,  November  29,  1876. 

A  QUIET  AND  PEACEABLE  ELECTION. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date, permit  me  to  say  that^  in 
my  opinion,  the  election  of  the  seventh  of  the  present  month  was  fairly  conducted. 
It  was  a  quiet  and  peaceable  election,  and  to  the  best  of  my  information  and  belief 
no  fraud  was  practiced  at  any  precinct  in  the  county.  At  my  own  precinct.  Sylvan 
Lake,  the  election  was  more  like  a  pleasant  social  gathering  than  anything  I  can  com- 
pare it  to.  I  trust  no  effort  will  be  made  to  annul  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  of  this  county,  for  while  I  believe  in,  and  always  exercise  the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing as  I  think  right,  without  regarding  the  wishes  of  the  majority,  yet  their  will  should 
be  acqnie»:ced  in  after  the  election,  and  defeat  graciously  accepted  if  it  comes. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOS.  EMMET  WILSON, 
State  Attorney,  Seventh  Circuit,  Florida. 
J.  H.  Allen,  Esq. 
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MELLONVILXE. 

State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Before  me,  Qeorj^^e  Lewis,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid, 
personally  came  J.  W.  Allen,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  was 

§  resent  at  the  canvass,  by  the  board  of  county  canvassers  of  the  county  of  Orange,  of  said 
tate,  of  returns  of  the  general  election  held  in  said  State  on  the  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1876,  for  the  national  and  State  officers,  made  by  the  inspectors  of  the  various 

Brecincts  in  said  county;  that  said  canvass  was  just,  impartial,  and  fair;  that  M.  J. 
^oyle,  G.  B.  Dickinson,  and  I.  I.  Hite,  inspectors  of  the  precinct  No.  2,  Mellonville, 
certified  to  the  county  canvassers  that  upon  one  ticket  voted  at  their  precinct  the 
name  of  ^^  George  F.  Drew  **  was  erased  and  upon  the  margin  of  said  ticket  the  word 
**  Steams''  was  written,  and  that  they  had  not  counted  said  vote  for  M.  L.  Stearns  for 
the  office  of  governor,  and  then  submitted  said  question  to  said  county  canvassers  for 
their  decision.  This  affiant  further  says  that  said  ticket  so  erased  was  for  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  for  presidential  electors  and  other  State  officers,  and  member  of  Con- 
gress, save  and  except  only  the  erasion  as  aforesaid.  And  this  affiant  further  says  that 
the  tickets  returned  from  the  said  precinct  No.  2,  Mellonville,  in  the  ballot-box  used  at 
said  precinct,  under  seal,  when  opened  exactly  corresponded  with  the  returns  filed  by 
said  inspectors  of  the  precinct  aforesaid.  Your  affiant  further  says  that  he  was  in  said 
county  of  Orange  during  the  entire  week  of  said  election ;  that  he  resides  in  said 
county  of  Orange,  and  that  so  far  as  his  information,  knowledge,  and  belief  extends 
the  said  election  was  fairly  conducted,  peaceable,  quiet,  and  no  fraud  was  practiced  at 
any  precinct  in  said  county  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  democratic  party ;  and 
as  part  of  the  information  in  affiant's  hands  affiant  herewith  files  as  part  hereof  a  letter 
written  to  affiant  by  Thomas  Emmet  Wilson,  State's  attorney  for  the  7th  judicial  cir- 
cuit of  this  State ;  that  the  said  Wilson  is  well  known  to  this  affiant,  and  this  affiant  says 
positively  that  said  letter  was  as  a  matter  of  fact  written  by  said  Wilson,  with  his 
own  hand,  freely  and  voluntarily.  And  this  affiant  further  says  that  all  of  said  boxes 
(ballot,)  containing  the  ballots  cast  at  said  election  in  said  county  were  deposited  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  said  county  by  the  inspectors  of  said  precincts,  securely  sealed  with 
papers  pasted  over  the  tops  and  key-holes  of  said  ballot-boxes,  and  that  now  the  said 
boxes  appear  to  have  been  opened,  the  said  seals  all  having  been  broken. 

J.  H.  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A  D.  1876. 

GEO.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public. 

ACTION  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Tuesday,  October  10, 1876. 
There  being  a  majority  of  the  county  commissioners  present,  the  board  proceeded  to 
designate  places  for  holding  the  general  election  in  Orange  County  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember next,  and  to  appoiut  a  board  of  three  discreet  electors  to  bo  inspectors  of  the 
election  for  each  place  designated  for  voting  at  said  election  within  the  county  of 
Orange,  which  designation  and  appointment  of  inspectors  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

1.  Orlando  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  the  general  election  in  Orange 
County  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  and  T.  J.  Shine,  J.  C.  Anderson,  and  W.  C. 
Stubblefield  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  place. 

2.  Mellonville  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election,  and  George  B. 
Dickerson,  M.  J.  Doyle,  and  Isaac  J.  Hite  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said  election  at 
vaid  place. 

3.  Apopka  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county  at  said 
time,  and  William  Mills,  Charles  T.  Hyers,  and  C.  W,  Mills  were  appointed  inspectors 
of  said  election  at  said  place. 

4.  Crow's  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county,  and  E. 
H.  Crow,  William  P.  Hooker,  and  W.  B.  Newton  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said 
election  at  said  place. 

5.  Lake  Jessnp  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county, 
and  R.  W.  Lawton,  A.  C.  Lawton,  and  M.  £.  Brook  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said 
election  at  said  place. 

6.  H.  P.  Gradick's,  at  Lake  Harney,  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  elec- 
tion in  said  county,  and  S.  M.  Cochrane,  H.  P.  Gradick,  and  Stephen  Williams  were 
Appointed  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  place. 

7.  Fort  Christmas  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county, 
and  A.  G.  Roberts,  John  R.  A.  Tucker,  and  W.  J.  Osteen  were  appointed  inspectors  of 
said  election  at  said  place. 

8.  Boggy  Creek.    W.  A.  Smith,  Henry  Sullivan,  and  Robert  L.  Ivey,  inspectors. 

9.  James  Yates,  at  Shingle  Creek,  was  designated  ns  a  place  for  holding  said  elec- 
tion in  said  county;  and  Henry  Overstreet,  James  Yates,  and  John  Willis  were  ap- 
pointed inspectors  of  said  election. 
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10.  Soath  Apopka  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  e  lection  in  said  coauty  ; 
and  J.  B.  Speer,  J.  G.  Speir,  and  Daniel  A.  Reaves  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said 
election  at  said  place. 

11.  Fort  Mason  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  connty; 
and  J.  M.  Bryan^  W.  A.  Smith,  and  Nathan  Norton  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said 
election  at  said  place. 

12.  Lake  Maitland  was  designated  as  a  plaoe  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county ; 
and  Geor|5e  W.  Self,  R.  T.  Packwood,  and  H.  A.  Smith  were  appointed  inspectors  of 
said  election  at  said  plaoe. 

13.  Willson's  store,  at  Sylvan  Lake,  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  elec- 
tion in  said  county ;  and^R.  H.  Marks,  J.  O.  Tabor,  and  J.  H.  Baldey  were  appointed 
inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  place. 

14.  Sanford  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county ;  and 
A.  C.  Martin,  R.  B.  Rich,  and  John  C.  Thorpe  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said  elec- 
tion in  said  place. 

15.  The  house  of  W.  A.  Davis,  on  Lower  Slackwater,  was  designated  ras  a  place  for 
holding  said  election  in  said  county ;  and  Andrew  Owens,  Ivey  ELoyall,  and  William  A. 
Davis  wore  appointed  as  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  place. 

16.  Hawkinsville  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county ; 
and  W.  A.  Lovell,  Franklin  Owens,  and  J.  C.  Bryson  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said 
election  at  said  place.  ^ 

17.  Altamonte  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election  in  said  county  ; 
and  Dr.  W.  Kilmer,  Fred.  L.  Robertson,  and  J.  M.  Kathline  were  appointed  inspectors 
of  said  election  at  said  place. 

18.  Smith  &  Clifford's  store  at  Bey  Lake  Dora  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding 
said  election  in  said  county,  and  William  M.  Stone,  W.  P.  Hendry,  and  George  A. 
Woodward  were  appointed  inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  place. 

19.  M.  C.  Anderson*s  at  Lake  Noni  was  designated  as  a  place  for  holding  said  election 
in  said  county,  and  Dr.  B.  N.  Mitchell,  C.  Anderson,  and  Mr.  Sanborn  were  appointed 
inspectors  of  said  election  at  said  place. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  clerk  of  this  board  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  sheriff  three 
notices  of  each  of  the  foregoing  designations  and  appointments,  and  said  sheriff  in 
hereby  ordered  to  poet  three  of  said  notices  in  the  vicinity  of  each  place  so  designat-ed 
at  least  twenty  days  before  said  election,  as  required  by  law. 

I,  James  P.  Hughey,  clerk  circuit  court  in  and  for  Orange  County,  State  of  FloridA, 
do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  extract  from  the-  minutes  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  of  Orange  County. 
fsEAL.]  JAMES  P,  HUGHEY, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court, 
By  J.  L.  BRYAN, 

Deputy  Clerk. 
November  29, 1876. 

the  ballot-boxes. 
State  of  Florida,  Leon  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Thomas  W.  Shine  and  W.  B.  Randolph,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  were  present  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, when  demand  was  made  by  John  B.  Stickney  and  others  of  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate of  Orange  County,  and  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Orange,  that  the  haUot-boxes  be  opened  and  a  recanvass  made  of  the  votes ;  that  the 
judge  did  not  absolutely  refuse  to  open  the  ballot-boxes  and  recount  the  votes,  but 
informed  John  B.  Stickney  that  if  he  could  show  any  law  authorizing  him  to  make  a 
new  canvass,  that  be  would  comply  with  his  request.  Affiants  further  depose  that 
they  were  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  said  county  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th  of  November,  when  the  ballot-boxes  were  turned  oyer  to  the  clerk, 
with  the  exception  of  No.  6  and  No.  7,  which  box  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
at  which  place  there  was  no  election.  That  after  the  boxes  were  given  to  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court,  no  boxes  were  ever  demanded  or  taken  from  the  office  of  said  clerk, 
but  there  remained  until  the  canvass  was  made. 

T.  W.  SHINE. 
W.  B.  RANDOLPH. 
State  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon : 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876. 

JOHN  B.  STICKNEY, 
Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

ALLEGED  OPENING  OF  BOXES. 

State  of  Florida,  County  of  Orange : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  R.  L.  Summerlin,  of  said  county  and  State,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876, 
in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  deponent  was  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
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court  in  and  for  said  county,  in  \>'hich  was  at  that  time  deposited  all  the  ballot-boxe» 
used  at  the  election  held  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  instant,  for  presidential  elect- 
ors, for  Congressmen,  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  and  for  member  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  which  ballot-boxes  were  said  to  contain  all  the  ballots  cast  at  the  several 
precincts  at  said  election.  And  he  remained  in  said  office  until  about  dark,  and  that 
on  leaving  said  office  he  left  therein  John  B.  Stickney,  Hermann  L.  Phelps,  and  others 
with  the  clerk  in  said  office,  but  before  leaving,  having  been  informed  and  believing 
that  the  said  John  B.  Stickney,  Hermann  L.  Phelps,  and  others,  members  of  the  re- 
publican party,  had  made  an  informal  demand  the  same  evening,  to  wit,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  27  th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  on  the  board  of  county  canvassers  of  said 
county  to  recanvass  the  vote  of  said  county  with  the  object  and  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  violence  to  the  ballot-boxes  by  opening  and  otherwise  disturbing  the  same ; 
that  he,  deponent,  so  believing,  closely  observed  the  condition  and  appearance  of  the 
bjkUot-boxes  as  they  were  arranged  in  said  clerk's  office,  and  especially  and  particularly 
observed  the  folio winj^-described  boxes,  to  wit : 

Box  No.  17,  containing,  or  said  to  contain,  the  ballots  cast  at  Altamonte  precinct. 
Said  box  No.  17  was  sealed- with  a  printed  ticket,  containing  the  names  of  the  repub- 
lican electors,  said  ticket  covering  a  part  of  the  face  of  said  box  and  completely  cov- 
ering and  concealing  the  key-hole  thereof.  That  said  ticket  was  at  that  time,  to  wit, 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  November  aforesaid,  complete  and  unbroken,  and  to  all 
appearances  firmly  fastened  over  the  key-hole  of  said  box. 

Box  No.  13,  containing,  or  said  to  contain,  the  ballots  cast  at  Sylvan  Lake  precinct 
was  entirely  covered  at  the  top  by  a  piece  of  legal  cap  paper  covering  the  full  length 
and  breadth,  and  wholly  concealing  the  said  top  of  the  box  ;  that  said  piece  of  paper 
was,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  complete  and  unbroken 
to  all  appearance,  and  in  no  manner  disturbed  or  molested. 

Deponent  further  says  that  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he 
went  into  the  clerk's  office  at  an  early  hour,  and  there  found  the  clerk  of  said  circuit 
court  busily  engaged  handling  said  boxes,  apparently  replacing  them  in  the  positions 
they  had  occupied  the  previous  evening ;  that  after  said  clerk  had  completed  handling 
said  boxes  deponent  noticed  particularly  that  the  two  boxes  previously  described  had 
been  tampered  with,  to  wit: 

The  piece  of  paper  covering  the  top  of  box  No.  13  had  been  disturbed  and  torn,  as 
though  the  lid  of  said  box  had  been  taken  out. 

The  republican  ticket  pasted  over  the  front  and  key-hole  of  box  No.  17  had  been 
broken  and  torn,  exposing  the  said  key  hole  to  view. 

That  this  deponent,  during  the  said  28Dh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  was  frequently 
in  said  clerk's  office,  and  on  every  occasion  John  B.  Stickney,  Hermann  L.  Phelps,  and 

A.  W.  Leonard,  republicans,  were  each,  or  all  of  them,  in  said  office  behind  the  counter 
in  the  vicinity  of  said  ballot-boxes.  Deponent  remained  in  said  office  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  but  during  the  afternoon  was  called  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  town 
council,  of  which  he  is  a  member ;  that  immediately  after  said  meeting  adjourned  he 
returned  to  the  clerk's  office,  where  he  agaiu  found  John  B.  Stickney  and  Hermann  L. 
Phelps  with  the  said  clerk ;  that  after  deponent  had  been  there  a  few  minutes  John 

B.  Stickney  asked  deponent,  "  When  are  you  going  out  !"  To  which  question  depo- 
nent replied,  "  When  the  curtain  falls.'^  At  this  time  it  was  dark,  and  the  clerk's  office 
was  lighted  by  candles. 

Deponent  further  says  that  during  the  day  previous,  to  wit,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1876,  he,  deponent,  saw  the  said  clerk,  together  with  John 
B.  Stickney,  Hermann  L.  Phelps,  and  A.  W.  Leonard,  engaged  in  canvassing  or  looking 
over  the  precinct  returns  of  said  county ;  that  a  ballot-box  was  lying  on  a  chair,  said 
box  being  open.  Deponent  asked  the  clerk  what  box  that  was,  and  was  informed  that 
said  box  contained  the  precinct  returns,  and  that  said  box  had  not  been  used  at  the 
election.  While  deponent  was  speaking  to  said  clerk,  John  B.  Stickney,  Hermann  L. 
Phelps,  and  other  republicans  left  said  office,  but  before  doing  so,  John  B.  Stickney  or 
some  one  else  moved  one  of  the  candles  to  one  end  of  the  table  within  four  or  five  feet 
of  where  the  ballot-boxes  were  piled.  Deponent  then  noticed  that  box  No.  17,  on  which 
the  republican  ticket  had  been  pasted,  and  which  ticket  had  been  torn  and  split  as 
aforesaid,  contained  a  key  in  the  key-hole,  other  keys  being  attached  by  a  rin^  or  string. 
Deponent  then  asked  said  clerk  what  box  that  was  with  the  key  in  it.  Said  clerk  re- 
plied that  he  did  not  know,  or  words  to  that  effect.  Deponent  then  leaped  over  the 
counter  and  went  to  box  No.  17  and  closely  examined ;  that  said  republican  ticket  had 
been  split  and  torn,  and  that  the  key  was  properly  adjusted  in  the  Key-hole. 

Deponent  further  says  that  said  box  No.  17  was  not  the  box  lying  open  on  the  chair, 
and  in  which  he  was  informed  by  said  clerk  the  precinct  returns  were  kept. 

Deponent  further  says  that  at  the  time  he  discovered  the  key  in  box  No.  17,  and  asked 
the  question  as  aforesaid,  the  clerk  was  apparently  very  much  excited. 

R.  L.  SUMMERLIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  1876. 

C.  A.  BOONE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  CAN>'AS8BRS. 

•State  of  FloridAy  Yolasia  CouDty : 

We,  tbe  andersiintedt  Charles  B.  Bnokner,  jodge  of  the  ooiinty  coart  of  the  eoanty 
stated,  and  John  W.  Diokens,  clerk  of  the  oironit  ooort  of  tbe  ooanty  aforesaid,  and 
Christopher  C.  Sntton,  a  jostice  of  the  peace  of  the  ooanty  above  mentioned,  oonstitat- 
ing  the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  tbe  oonntv  stated,  do  hereby  certify  tiiat 
vfe  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  tbe  ciroait  court  of  tbe  county  aforesaid,  on  the 
tenth  day  of  November,  the  same  being  three  days  after  tbe  general  election  held  in 
the  county  of  Volusia  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday  the  third  day  of  November,  in 
tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved 
February  27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  six  hundred  and 
forty-one,  (641,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Qeorge  F.  Drew  received  four  hundred  and  eighty  (480)  votes ;  Marcellns  L.  Steams 
ceceived  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  (16n  votes. 

That  tbe  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  six  hundred  and 
forty -four,  (644,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (4S7)  votes ;  David  Mont- 
l^mery  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (157)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  six  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  (646)  votes,  as  follows : 

Jessee  J.  Finley  received  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  (474)  votes;  Horatio  Bisbee 
received  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  (172)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  twenty-five  hundred  and  eighty-two,  (2,582,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  four 
hundred  and  sixty  (460)  votes ;  James  £.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
(459)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (459)  votes;  Robert 
Bullock  received  four  hundred  and  sixty  (460)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  reoeived  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  (186)  votes ;  C.  H.  Pearce  reoeived  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
(186)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  eighty -six  (186)  votes;  T.  W. 
Liong  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  (186)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  six  hundred  and 
fifty  (650)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Charles  Dougherty  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  (455)  votes ;  William  Allen 
received  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  (179)  votes;  WUliam  Jackson  reoeived  four- 
teen (14)  votes;  John  Anderson  received  two  (2)  votes. 

Witness  our  bands  and  seals  of  oflice,  at  Enterprise,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
tenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
«eveuty-8ix. 

[SEAL.]  ,  C.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Judge  of  tbe  County  Court  of  Volusia  County. 
JOHN  W.  DICKENS, 
Clerk  of  tbe  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Volusa  County. 
C.  C.  SUTTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Volusia  County. 

Canvassed. 

S.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

OBJECTION  TO   VOLUSIA   COUNTY. 

Tbe  republican  candidates  object  to  tbe  counting  of  tbe  votes  returned  from  Volusia 
County  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  violence,  and  disregard  of  the  election-laws. 
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1.  That,  by  violence  and  threats  of  violence,  electors  were  intimidated  to  the  extent 
that  they  conld  not  vote,  or  coald  not  vote  according  to  their  convictions. 

2.  That  no  notice  of  the  appointment  of  the  inspectors  and  of  the  location  of  the 
precincts,  positively  required  by  the  statnte,  was  given  in  said  connty,  and  that  when 
the  county  commissioners  had  established  six  new  precincts  where  none  were  ever 
established  before.  That  several  of  the  precinct-returns  are  signed  by  persons  or 
inspectors  who  were  never  appointed  by  the  commissioners  nor  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  precincts. 

4.  That  the  registration  lists  and  books  in  said  connty  are  false,  illegal,  and  many- 
have  voted  who  were  never  legally  roistered. 

5.  For  divers  other  illegal  acts  and  irregularities. 

All  of  which  will  be  proven  by  affidavits  as  soon  as  they  are  received. 

REPLY  OF  DEMOCRATS  TO  THE  CHARGES  OF  REPUBLICANS  AS  TO  SAID  COUNTY. 

We  insist  that  this  board  has  no  proof  as  to  intimidation  and  violence,  but  if  the 
board  insists  upon  considering  the  same,  then  we  reply  as  follows : 

The  first  charge  is  not  and  then  there  is  no  proof;  and  if  any  should  be 

offered,  then  there  is  no  time  to  permit  our  getting  proof  from  Volusia  County. 

The  second  charge  relates  to  a  matter  wholly  in  charge  of  the  republican  party  w 
whose  officers  control  such  matters.  The  deficiencies  and  short-comings  of  republican 
county  officials  should  not  be  visited  on  democrats.  There  was  nothing  illegal  in  th& 
republican  county  commissioners  establishing  new  precincts. 

There  is  no  proof  as  to  the  other  charges,  which  it  is  immaterial  to  notice  now.. 
Should  any  proof  be  offered,  we  have  no  time  now,  as  the  board  knows,  to  get  any 
counter  testimony. 

GEO.  P.  RANEY, 

For  Democrats. 
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CERTIFICATES 

OF  THE  COL^^Y  CANVASSERS  IN  COUNTIES  WHICH  WERE  CANVASSED 
WITHOUT  CONTEST,  OR  IN  WHICH  NO  PAPERS  WERE  FILED. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Bradford  Coanty : 

Wo,  the  nndereigned,  William  W.  Wills,  jadge  of  the  coanty  court  oP  the  county 
stated,  and  Benjamin  E.  Tucker,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  afor^id,  and 
Gilbert  HoUings worth,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  consti- 
tuting the  boanl  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify 
that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on 
the  lOth  day  of  November,  the  same  being  three  (3)  days  after  the  general  election 
held  in  the  county  of  Bradford  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and 
the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  February  27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  nine  hundred  and 
three,  (903,)  as  follows,  viz  : 

George  F.  Drew  received  seven  hundred  and  one,  (701,)  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received 
two  hundred  and  two,  (202.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  nine  hnndred  and 
three,  (903,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  seven  hundred  and  three,  (703,)  David  Montgomery  received 
two  hundred,  (200.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  nine  hundred  and  five,  of  which — 

Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  hundred  and  three,  (703,)  James  E.  Yonge  received 
seven  hundred  and  three,  (703,)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  three, 
(703,)  Robert  Bullock  received  seven  hnndred  and  three,  (703,)  Frederick  C.  Humphries 
received  two  hundred  and  two,  (202,)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  two  hundred  and  two, 
(202,)  William  H.  Holden  received  two  hnndred  and  two,  (202,)  Thomas  W.  Long  re- 
ceived two  hundred  and  two,  (202.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  nine  hun- 
dred and  six,  (906,)  as  follows : 

Jesse  J.  Finiey  received  seven  hnndred  and  six,  (706,)  Horatio  Bisbee  received  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  (199,)  Finiey  received  one,  (I.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  (892,)  as  follows,  viz: 

John  C.  Richard  received  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  (688,)  Benjamin  E;  Tncker 
received  two  hundred  and  four,  (204.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  eight  hnndred 
and  seventy-seven,  (877,)  as  follows,  viz : 

John  L.  Gaskins  received  six  hnndred  and  eighty-nine,  (689,)  J.  B.  H.  Harris  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  (186,)  J.  B.  Williams  received  one,  (1,)  Calvin  Suel  re- 
ceived one.  (1.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office  at  Starke,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  tenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

WILLIAM  W.  WILLS,        [u  s.] 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Bradford  County. 
[COUKTY  SEAL.]  BENJAMIN  E.  TUCKER, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Bradford  County. 
G.  HOLLINGSWORTH,       [i,.8.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Bradford  County. 

Cai.va^ssd. 

8.  B.  McLlN,  Chairman. 
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BREVARD  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Brevard  County : 

We,  the  underaigaed,  A.  D.  Johnstone,  sr.,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  J.  M.  Lee,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  James 
Padgett,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of 
county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the 
o&Loe  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  17th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  same  being  ten  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Brevard  and 
State  aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provde  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved 
August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872.  We  do 
hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven,  (167,)  as  follows,  viz:  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  four, 
(104 ;)  M.  L.  Stearns  received  sixty- three,  (63.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieatenant-goveruor  was  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six,  (166,)  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  twelve,  (112;) 
David  Montgomery  received  fifty- four,  (54.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  one  hundred  and  sixty -nine,  (169,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred 
and  eleven,  (111;)  James  E.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  (111;)  Robert 
B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  (111 ;)  Robert  Bullock  received  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven,  (111 ;)  F.  C.  Humphries  received  fifty-eight,  (58;)  C.  H.  Pearce  re- 
ceived fifty-eight,  (58;)  W.  H.  Holdeu  received  fifty-eight,  (58;)  T.  W.  Long  received 
fifty  eight,  (58.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven,  (167,)  as  follows :  Jesse  R.  Finley  received  one  hundred  and  eleven, 
Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  fifty-six,  (56.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  state  senator,  21st  district,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight,  (168,)  as  follows,  viz :  Quinn  Bass  received  thirty-one,  (31 ;)  John 
P.  Varnum  received  fifty-four,  (54 ;)  Israel  M.  Stewart  received  eighty-three,  (83.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  member  of  assembly  was  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  (164,)  as  follows,  viz :  Archibald  C.  Bass  received  ninety-three,  (93 ;)  Gardner 
S.  Hardee  received  seventy-one,  (71.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Lake  View,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
17th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six. 

[SEAL.]  ABNER  D.  JOHNSTONE,  Sr., 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Brevard  County. 
[SEAL.]  JNO.  M.  LEE, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Brevard  County. 
[SEAL.]  JAMES  PADGETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Brevard  County. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

CALHOUN  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Calhoun  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  L.  Baker,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated,  and 
S.  O.  Goodlett,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  William  Clark,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county 
canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  tenth  day  of  November, 
the  same  being  three  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Calhoun  and 
State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved 
August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872.  We  do 
hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  (274,)  as  follows,  viz  :  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hundred  and  seventeen  (217) 
votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  hundred  and 
seventy-four  (274)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  (217)  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes. 
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That  the  whole  Dumber  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  eleven  hnndretl 
and  two  (1,102)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hondred  and  fifteen 

(215)  votes ;  James  £.  Yonee  received  two  hnndred  and  fifteen  (215)  votes;  Robert  B. 
Hilton  received  two  hnndred  and  fifteen  (215)  votes ;  Robert  Bnllock  received  two 
hnndred  and  fifteen  (215)  votes ;  T.  C.  Unmphries  received  sixty-three  (63)  votes;  C. 
H.  Pearce  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes ;  W.  H.  Holden  received  sixty-three  (63)  votes : 
T.W.Long  received  sixty-three  (63)  votes;  C.  H.  Humphries  received  one  (1)  vote. 

Tliat  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  (274)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received 
two  hnndred  and  seventeen  (217)  votes ;  W.  J.  Purman  received  fifty-seven  (57)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  (273)  votes,  as  follows :  William  T.  Orman  received  two  hundred  and  sixteen 

(216)  votes ;  Emanuel  Smith  received  fifty -seven  (57)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  two  hnndred  and 
seventeen  (217)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  James  B.  Stone  received  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  (123)  votes  ;  Levi  Yon  received  ninety-fonr  (94)  votes. 

Witness  onr  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Abe  Spring  Blulf,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
this  tenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy -six. 

L.  BAKER, 
Judge  of  the  Connty  Court  of  Calhonn  Cnantv. 
S.  O.  G(X>DLETT,    ' 
Clerk  of  the  Circnit  and  Connty  Courts  of  Calhoun  County. 

WM.  CLARKE, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Calhoun  County. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN. 

Chairman. 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Clay  County : 

We,  the  undersigned ,*Ozias  Bnddington,  county  Judge  of  the  above-stated  county, 
and  J.  A.  Bnddington,  clerk  of  the  circnit  court  of  said  county,  and  Samuel  Jackson, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  constituting  the  board  of  county  canvassers 
in  and  for  the  county  above  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circnit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the  same  being  two 
days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Clay  and  State  aforesaid,  on 
Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hnndred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 1968, 
and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify, 
from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  four  hundred  and  seven 
(407)  votes,  88  follows,  viz:  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hnndred  and  eighty-seven 
(287)  votes;  Marcellns  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  votes. 

For  President,  Tilden,  seventy -four  (74)  votes ;  for  Vice-President,  Thomas  Hendricks, 
(74)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  four  hnndred  and 
six  (406)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  hundred  and eighty-«even 
(287)  votes;  David  Montgomery  ruceived  one  hundred  and  nineteen  (119)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  oast  for  presidential  electors  was  four  hundred  and 
nine,  (409,)  as  follows:  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-sis  (2d6) 
votes;  James  £.  Yonge  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (287)  votes;  Robert 
B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  eighty -seven  (^)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  re- 
ceived two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (287)  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty -two  (122)  votes;  C.H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
(121)  votes;  W.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  {122)  votes;  T.W. 
Long  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  (122)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  fonr  hnn- 
dred and  six,  (406),  as  follows:  Jessie  J.  Finly  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-six 
(2H6)  votes ;  Horatio  Bisby,  jr.,  received  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  four  hundred  and  two 
(402)  votes,  as  follows :  John  C.  Richard  received  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  (276) 
vote« ;  B.  £.  Tucker  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  (126)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  the  assembly  was  three  hnndred 
and  eighty-nine,  (;^,)  as  follows :  M.  A.  Knight  received  two  hnndred  and  fifty-one 
(251)  votes;  6.  N.  Bardin  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (136)  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  constable  was  four  hundred  and  fourteen.  (414,) 
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as  follows:  G.  W.  Barthlow  received  sixty-six  (66)  votes;  Alphonse  Miller  received 
eighty-one  (81)  votes;  Henry  Bram  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes;  James  Wall 
received  thirty-seven  (37)  votes;  W.  H.  Blitch  received  fifty-eight  (58)  vot^s;  Jas. 
Weeks  received  fifty-nine  (59)  votes ;  E.  E.  Wilkinson  received  twenty-nine  (29)  votes. 
Witness  our  hands  at  Green  Cove  Springs,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  (9th)  ninth  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

OSIAS  BUDDINGtON, 
County  Judge  of  Clay  County. 
6.  A.  BUDDINGTON, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Clay  County. 
SAMUEL  JACKSON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Clay  County. 

We,  the  county  canvassers,  would  hereby  report  that  at  precinct  No.  8  (No.  11 
Pond)  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  inspectors  oi^the  election  at  said  precinct  being 
sworn,  but  the  clerk  was. 

The  vote  of  said  precinct  was  as  follows,  which  we  did  not  count  in  our  returns : 

For  George  F.  Drew,  for  governor,  received  twenty-nine  (29)  votes ;  for  Marcellns 
L.  Steams,  for  governor,  received  six  (6)  votes;  for  Noble  A.  Hull,  for  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, received  twenty-nine  (29;  votes;  for  David  Montgomery,  for  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, received  six  (6)  votes. 

Presidential  electors  received  as  follows:  Wilkinson  Call  received  t.venty-nlne  (29) 
votes;  James  E.  Yonge  received  twenty-nine  (29)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received 
twenty-nine  (29)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  twenty-nine  (29)  votes;  F.  C.  Hum- 
phries received  six  (6)  votes:  C.  H.  Fearce  received  six  (6)  votes ;  William  H.  Holdeu 
received  six  (6)  votes ;  T.  W.  Long  received  six  (6)  votes. 

Representative  in  Congress:  Jesse  J.  Finly  received  twenty-nine  (29)  votes;  Hora- 
tio Bisbee,  jr.,  received  six  (6)  votes. 

State  Senator:  John  C.  Richard  received  twenty-eight  {*Z^)  votes;  Benjamin  E. 
Tucker  received  six  (6)  votes. 

For  member  of  the  assembly:  Mathew  A.  Knight  received  twenty-three  (23)  votes  ; 
George  N.  Barden  received  eleven  (11)  votes. 

For  constable:  William  R. Minton  received  twenty-one  (21)  votes. 

There  was  returned  at  Green  Cove  Springs,  precinct  No.  1,  by  the  inspectors  at 
the  election,  the  following  votes,  to  wit :  For  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  for  President,  seventy- 
four  votes ;  for  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  for  Vice-President,  seventy-four  votes. 

Canvassed  :  Twenty-nine  votes  given  to  Tilden,  No.  8  precinct.  Four  illegal  votes 
from  Tilden.    Six  votes  given  to  Hayes  electors.    Two  from  Hayes  electors  pro  rata. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 

DADE  COUNTY. 
State  of  Florida,  Dade  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  David  Brown,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  William  J.  Smith  Sherifi^,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
William  M.  Lanehart,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constitut- 
ing the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that 
we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the 
17th  day  of  November,  the  same  being  ten  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the 
county  of  Dade  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  thirteen,  as  follows, 
viz :  Marcellns  L.  Stearns  received  eight,  (8;)  George  F.  Drew  received  five,  (5.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  thirteen,  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  David  Montgomery  received  five,  (5;)  Noble  A.  Hull  received  eight,  (8.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  thirteen,  (13,) 
as  follows,  viz :  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  eight,  (8 ;)  Jesse  J.  Finly  received  five,  ^5.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  eleven,  (11,)  as  follows,  viz : 
John  P.  Varnum  received  five,  (5 ;)  Israel  M.  Stewart  received  six,  (6.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  fourteen,  (14,)  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  F.  C.  Humphries,  C.  H.  Pearce,  W.  H.  Holden,  and  T.  W.  Long  each  received 
nine  (9)  votes ;  J.  E.  Yonge,  Wilkinson  Call,  Bob  B.  Hilton,  Robert  Bullock  each  re- 
ceived five  (5)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  the  assembly  was  eleven,  (11,) 
as  follows,  viz:  William  H.  Gleason  received  seven  (7;)  John  J.  Brown  received  four 
(4.) 
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Witness  oar  haods  and  seals  of  office^  at  Bisoaymie,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  tbis 
seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  oor  Lord  one  thousand  eif^  handled 
and  sevMity-siz. 

[SEAL.]  DAVID  BROWN, 

Judge  of  the  Connty  Coart  of  Dade  County. 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of County. 

Wk  M.  LANEHART, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Dade  County. 
WM.  J.  SMITH, 

Sheriff  of  Dade  County. 

Canvassed. 

8.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Franklin  County : 

We,  the  undersiffned,  Alvan  W.  Chapman,  pudge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  Joseph  A.  Atkins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
Anderson  M.  Harris,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  oonatituting 
the  board  of  couutv  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  ninth 
(9th)  day  of  November,  the  same  being  two  (2)  days  after  the  general  election  held  in 
the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  bj 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,''  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatorv  thereto, 
approved  February  27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  nle  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid^  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of 
Florida  was  two  hundred  anu  fifty-nine  (259)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  :  George  F.  Drew 
received  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  (174)  votes,  MarceUus  L.  Steams  reeeivod 
eighty-five  (85)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  (259)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  (174)  votes,  David  Mont- 
gomery received  eighty-five  (85.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  representative  in  Congress  was  two  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty-nine  (259)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  (175)  votes  ;  William 
J.  Pnrman  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (258)  votes,  of  which— 

James  £.  Yonge  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (167)  votes,  WUkinson  Call 
received  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (167)  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hao- 
dred  and  sixty -seven  (167)  votes,  Robert  Bullock  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  (167)  votes,  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  ninety-one  (91)  votes,  Charles  H. 
Pearce  received  ninety-one  (91^  votes,  William  H.  Holden  received  ninety-one  (91) 
votes,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  ninety-one  (91)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  two  hundred  aud  fiftr- 
eight  (258)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

William  P.  Orman  received  one  hundred  and  seventy  (170)  votes,  Emanuel  Smith 
received  eighty-eight  {88)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  (258 )  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Samuel  A.  Flovd  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (168)  votes,  Alvin  H.  Lowe 
received  ninety  (90)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Apalachicola,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
ninth  (9tb)  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  (1876.) 

[SEAL  ]  ABEAM  W.  CHAPMAN, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Franklin  Conntv. 
JOSEPH  A.  ATKINS, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Franklin  County. 

A.  M.  HAINES,  [SEAL.]     " 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Franklin  County. 

Canvassed. 

S.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 
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GADSDEN  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Gadsden  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  J.  E.  A.  Davidson,  Judge  of  the  coanty  court  of  the  county 
stated^  and  T.  S.  Stearns,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  C.  E. 
L.  Allison,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the 
board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  11th  day 
of  November,  the  same  being  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of 
Gadsden  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  afore- 
said— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  two  thousand  one 
hnndred  and  thirty-seven,  (2,137,)  as  follows,  viz :  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  (1,297;)  George  F.  Drew  received  eight 
hundred  and  forty,  (840.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  (2,137,)  as  follows,  viz:  David  Montgomery  received  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one,  (1,291;)  Noble  A.  Hull  received  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six,  (846.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty,  (8,540 ;)  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries 
received  one  thousand  three  hnndred,  (1,300;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred,  (1,300;)  William  H.  Holden  received  one  thousand  three  hundred, 
(1,300;)  Thomas  W.  Long  received  one  thousand  three  hundred,  (1,.%0;)  James  E. 
Youge  received  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  (835;)  Wilkinson  Call  received  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  (835;)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five.  (835;)  Robert  Bullock  received  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  (835.) 

Tnat  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  representative  in  Congress  was  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  (2,135,)  as  follows,  viz :  William  J.  Purman  received 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty,  (1,280;)  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  eight 
hnndred  and  fifty-five,  (855.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two,  (4,252,)  as  follows,  viz :  Malachi  Martin  received  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  (1,288 ;)  Harry  Cruse  received  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  (1,286 ;)  John  J.  Dickinson  received  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  (835;)  Norman  T.  Scott  received  eight  hnndred  and  twenty-nine,  (829;)  John  D. 
Haynes  received  six  (6)  votes ;  Peter  Fagan  received  six  (6)  votes ;  and  A.  G.  Miller 
received  two  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Quincy,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  fLis  11th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

[SEAL.]  J.  E.  A.  DAVIDSON, 

Judge  of  the  County  Coqrt  of  Gadsden  County. 

[SEAL.]  T.  S.  STEARNS, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Gadsden  County. 

[SEAL.]  C.  E.  L.  ALLISON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gadsden  County. 

Canvassed. 

S.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Hillsborough  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  C.  Brown,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  William  F.  White,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Joseph 
Casey,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Hillsborough,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  ot  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid- 
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That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  nine  hundred  and  seTentj- 
six  (976)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

George  F.  Drew  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  (794)  votes. 

Marcellns  L.  Steams  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  (977)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Noble  A.  HuU  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety-flve  (795)  votes. 

David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  eichty-two  (182)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  three  (3,903)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety  (790)  votes. 

James  £.  Tonge  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety  (790)  votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety  (790)  votes. 

Robert  Bullock  received  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  (789)  votes. 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  (18<6)  votes. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  (186)  votes. 

\V.  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  (186)  votes. 

Thos.  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  (186)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  nine  han- 
dred  and  seventy-seven  (977)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six  (796)  votes. 

William  J.  Purman  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  (181)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  eight  hnodr&d 
(HOC)  votes,  as  follows,  viz: 

John  T.  Lesly  received  six  hundred  and  thirteen  (613)  votes. 

Wilbur  F.  Burts  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  (185)  votes. 

Jonas  Yates  received  one,  (1.) 

J.  C.  Green  received  one,  (1.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  ofiicp,  at  Tampa,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  elev- 
enth day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
entv-six. 
[«EAL  OF  CO.  c]  WILLIAM  C.  BROWN, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Hillsborough  County. 
[SKAL  OF  COUNTY.]  WM.  F.  WHITE, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Hillsborough  CouDty. 

JOSEPH  CASEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Hillsborough  County. 
Canvassed. 

S.  B.  McLIN, 

ChainnsQ. 

HOLMES  COUNTY. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  THE   COUNTY  CANVASSERS. 

State  of  Florida,  Holmes  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  A.  J.  Brownell,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  Malcom  Gillis,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  JiAn  J- 
Perkins,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constttuting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  wo  met  at  tlw 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  I3th  day  of  No- 
vember, the  same  being  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of 
Holmes  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  y«tf(rf 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eij^ht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  ofnnifi 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions,'* approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatoiy  thereto,  approved  Febmarr 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  cltfk  afbr^ 
said — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  three  hundred  tfH 
sixteen  (316)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

George  F.  Drew  received  three  hundred,  (300.) 

Marcellns  L.  Stearns  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  three  hundred  aoi 
sixteen  (316)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  three  hundred  (300)  votes. 

David  Montgomery  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty-four  (1,264)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  three  hundred  (300)  votes. 
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JameB  E.  Yoang  received  three  hnndred  (300)  votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  three  hundred  (300)  vot<?8. 

Robert  Ballock  received  three  hundred  (300)  votes. 

F.  C.  Hamphries  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

W.  H.  Holden  received  sixteen  ( 16)  votes. 

T.  W.  Long  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  three  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  (316)  votes,  as  folio ws,  viz : 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  three  hundred  (300)  votes. 

William  J.Purman  received  sixteen  (16)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  two  hnndred  and 
seventy-six  (^6)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Andrew  W.  Stanly  received  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  votes. 

Witswell  Curry  received  one  hnndred  and  thirty-two  (132)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
13th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six. 

A.  H.  BROWNELL, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Holmes  County. 

MALCOME  GILLIS, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  anfd  County  Courts  of  Holmes  County. 
[county  seal.]  JOHN  J.  PERKINS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Holmes  County. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

LA  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  La  Fayette  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  David  R.  Townsend,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  Howell  Hawkins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  J. 
C.  Ramsey,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the 
board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  six  days  after  the  general  electiou  held  in  the  county 
of  La  Fayette  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  or  the  clerk  afore- 
said— 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  three  hundred  and 
eeventy-two  (372)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

George  F.  Drew  received  three  hundred  and  ten  (810)  votes,  Marcellus  L.  Stearns 
received  sixty-two  (62)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  (372)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  three  hundred  and  eleven  (311)  votes,  David  Montgo:nery 
received  sixty-one  (61)  votes. 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
three  hnndred  and  seventv-one,  (371,)  of  which— 

James  £.  Yonge  received  three  hundred  and  nine  (309)  votes,  Wilkinson  Call  received 
three  hnndred  and  nine  (309)  votes,  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  three  hundred  and  nine 

(309)  votes,  Robert  Bullock  received  three  hundred  and  nine  (309)  votes,  Frederick  C. 
Humphries  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes,  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  sixty-two  (62) 
votes,  William  H.  Holden  received  sixty-two  (62)  votes,  Thomas  W.  Long  received  sixty- 
two  (62)  votes. 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one,  (371 ;)  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  three  hundred  and  ten 

(310)  votes,  William  J.Purman  received  sixty-one  (61)  votes. 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  throe  hundred  and 
fifty-three  (353)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Seth  Stevens  received  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  (275)  votes,  Redden  B.  Hill 
received  seventy-eight  (78)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  New  Troy,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  thisthir- 
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teeDth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousaad  eight  handred  and  seT- 
enty-fiix. 

DAVID  R.  T0WN8EKD,    [seal.] 
[seal,  county.]  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  La  FayeCte  County. 

HOWELL  HAWKINS, 
[clerk's  seal.]        Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  La  Fayette  County. 

J.  C.  RAMSEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  La  Fayette  County. 


Canvassed. 


SAML.  B.  MCLIN, 

Ch^rman. 
LIBERTY. 


State  of  Florida,  Liberty  County : 

We.  the  undersigned,  John  W.  Horsford,  jnd|^  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  William  H.  Gunn,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
Ephraim  Summers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting 
the  board  of  oounty  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  ninth 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  two  days  aft«r  the  general  election  held  in  the  o>>nnty 
of  Liberty  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872. 
We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid,  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  two  hundred  and  thirty, 
(230,)  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  one  hundred  and  forty -seven,  (147,) 
Marcellus  L.  Stearns  receiveid  eighty- three,  (83.)  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  hundred  and  thirty,  (230,)  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A. 
Hull  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  (147,)  David  Montgomery  received  eighty- 
three,  (83.)  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  was  nine  hundred  and  twenty,  (920,)  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  (147,)  Wilkinson  Call  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
(147j)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  (147,)  Robert  Bullock 
received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  (147,)  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  eighty- 
three,  (83,)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  eighty-three,  (83,)  William  H.  Holden  received 
eighty-three,  (83,)Thomas  W.  Long  received  eighty-three,  (83.)  That  the  whole  number 
ofvotes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congi^pss  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (229,) 
as  follows,  viz:  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  one  hundred  and  forty-eight,  (14?*,) 
William  J.  Purman  received  eighty-one,  (81.)  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cart 
for  State  senator  was  two  hundred  and  thirty,  (230,)  as  follows,  viz :  Columbus  S.  D. 
Johnson  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven,  (147,)  Gustave  Jaenicke  received  eighty- 
three,  (83.)  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  two 
hundred  and  thirty,  (230,)  as  follows,  viz :  Seaborn  Larkins  received  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  (147,)  William  Cox  received  eighty-three,  (83.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Bristol,  in  tne  county  aforesaid,  this  ninth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lorid  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

[SEAL.]  J.  W.  HORSFORD, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Liberty  County. 
W.  H.  GVKS, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Liberty  County. 

E.  SUMMERS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Liberty  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLiy, 

Chairmao. 
MADISON  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Madison  County: 

We,  the  undersigned,  Benjamin  F.  Tidwell,  judge  of  the  county  conrt  of  the  county 
stated,  and  John  Eagan,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Morris 
M.  Sampson,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  aljove  mentioned,  constituting  the 
board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  13th  day 
of  November,  the  same  being  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  oounty  of 
Madison  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  reo^istratiou  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  eleotions,** 
approved  August  6,  18(>8,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27,  1871 
We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  ou  tile  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 
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That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  two  thousand  and 
«ix  hnndred,  (2,600,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  (1,500)  votes;  Georffe  F. 
Drew  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  (983)  votes ;  M.  L.  Steams  received  eight- 
een (18)  votes;  G.  F.  Drew  received  ninety-nine  (99)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  three  (2,603)  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

David  Montgomery  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  (1,522) 
votes;  Noble  A.  Hull  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  (983)  votes;  N.  A.  Hull 
received  ninety-eight  (98)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  eight  (10,408)  votes,  of  which  Frederick  C.  Hum- 
phries received  one  thousand  Ave  hundred  and  twenty-four  (1,524)  votes ;  Charles  H. 
Pearce  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  (1,524)  votes ;  William  H. 
Holden  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  (1,524)  votes;  Thomas  W. 
Long  received  one  thousand  ^Ye  hundred  and  twenty-four  (1,524)  votes ;  James  E. 
Younff  received  one  thousand  and  seventy-eight  (1,078)  votes ;  Wilkinson  Call  received 
one  thousand  and  seventy-eight  (1^078)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  one  thousand 
and  seventy-eight  (1,078)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received  one  thousand  and  seventy- 
«iffht  (1,078)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  three,  (2,603,)  as  follows,  viz  : 

Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  (1,521) 
votes ;  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  one  thousand  and  eighty-two  (1,082)  votes. 

That  tbe  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  six,  (5,206,)  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Joseph  N.  Stripliuff  received  one  thousand  Ave  hundred  and  twenty-two  (1,522) 
votes;  Edward  I.  Alexander  received  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two 
<1,522)  votes ;  William  H.  Harrol  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  (983)  votes ; 
Manning  J.  Williams  received  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  (984)  votes ;  M.  J.  Will- 
iams received  ninety-eight  (98)  votes ;  W.  H.  Harroll  received  ninety-eight  (93)  votes ; 
E.  I.  Alexander  received  nineteen  (19)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Madison,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  13th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

[SEAL.]  BENJAMIN  F.  TIDWELL, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Madison  Conuty.^ 

[SEAL.]  .     .  JOHN  EAGAN, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Madison  County. 

[SEAL.]  MORRIS  M.  SAMPSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Madison  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

MARION  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Marion  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  R.  Hillyer,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  William  H.  Le  Cain,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
Edwin  Spencer,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting 
the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  ninth 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  two  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the 
county  of  Marion  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid,  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  twenty- 
iive  hundred  and  ten,  (2,510,)  as  follows,  viz :  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven,  (1,547;)  George  F.  Drew  received  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
(963.)  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  twenty-five 
hundred  and  ten,  (2,510,)  as  follows,  viz:  David  Montgomery  received  fifteen  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  (1,547  ;)  Noble  A.  Hull  received  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three,  (963.) 
That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-JPresident  was 
twenty-five  hundred  and  ten,  (2,510),  of  which  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  fif- 
teen hundred  and  fifty-two,  (1,5.52;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  fifteen  hundred  and 
fifty-two,  (1,5.52;)  William  H.  Holden  received  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  (1,552;) 
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Thoma8  W.Long  received  fifbeeu  handred  and  fifty-two.  (1,552;)  Wilkinson  Call  re- 
ceived nine  handred  and  fifty-eight,  (95t^ ;)  James  £.  Yongereoeivednine  handred  and 
fifty-eiffht,  (958;)  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  (968;) 
Robert  Bullock  received  nine  handred  and  fifty-eight,  (95ri.)  That  the  whole  nnmber 
of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  twenty-five  handred  and  t«n,  (2,510,) 
as  follows,  viz:  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  fifteen  handred  and  forty-eight,  (1,546;) 
Jesse  J.  Finley  received  nine  hundred  and  sixty-two,  (962.)  That  the  whole  number 
of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  twenty-five  handred  and  eight,  as  follows :  Thos. 
W.  Long  received  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  (1,547 ;)  Frederick  N.  Foy  received 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-one,  (961.)  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member 
of  assembly  was  twenty-five  handred  and  six,  (2,506,)  as  follows,  viz  :  K.  B.  Bonner 
received  firteen  handred  and  forty-seven,  (1,547;)  D.  £.  Jacobs  received  fifteen  han- 
dred and  forty-six,  (1,546 ;)  Dixon  H.  Irvin  received  nine  handred  and  fifty-six,  (956;) 
Harmon  C.  Martin  received  nine  huodred  and  sixty,  (960.) 

Witness  oar  hands  and  seals  of  office  at  Ocala,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  ninth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

WM.  R.  HILLYER,        [seal.]  . 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Marion  Coanty. 

W.  H.  Le  CAIN,  [SEAL.] 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Marion  Coanty. 

EDWIN  SPENCER,        [seal.} 

Jastice  of  the  Peace  of  Marion  Coanty. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

POLK  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Polk  County : 

We,  the  undersigned.  J.  Ashly  Fortner,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  connty 
stated,  and  N.  S.  Blount,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Benj. 
F.  Blount,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  connty  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  eighth  day  of 
November,  the  same  being  (1)  one  day  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  ooanty  of 
Polk  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventn  day  of  NoYcmber^  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  en- 
titled *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto  approved  February  !^,  l87iL 

We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid,  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  (455,)  as  follows,  viz:  George  FT  Drew  received  four  hundred  and  forty-three, 
(443 ;)  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  twelve,  (12.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  four  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  (462,)  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six^ 
(456;)  David  Montgomery  received  six,  (6.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  as  follows,  viz : 

Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  (456.) 

James  E.  Yonge  received  four  hundred  and  firty-six,  (456.) 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  four  hundred  and  fifty -six,  (456.) 

Robert  Bullock  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  (456.) 

F.  C.  Humphries  received  six,  (6.) 

C.  H.  Pearce  received  six,  (6.) 

W.  H.  Holden  received  six,  (6.) 

T.  W.  Long  received  six,  (6.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  vot«s  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two,  (462,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  (456.) 

William  J.  Purman  received  six,  (6.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
six,  (456,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Whitfield  Walker  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  (456.) 

That'  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  four  hundred  and 
fifty -five,  (455,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Enoch  E.  Mizell  receivea  two  handred  and  ninety-eight,  (298.) 

George  W.  Hendry  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  (157.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Barton,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  ihi<%  eightb 
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day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  oor  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

[SEAL.]  J.  ASHLEY  FORTNER, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Polk  County. 
[SEAL.]  N.  S.  BLOUNT, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Polk  County. 
[SEAL.]  BENJ.  F.  BLOUNT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Polk  County. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 
PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Putnam  County : 

We.  the  undersigned,  William  Thompson,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stateu,  and  W.  C.  Snow,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Alfred 
Davis,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of 
county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  I3th  day  of  November, 
the  same  beine  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Putnam  and 
State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  noldiog  of  elections,"  approved 
August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872.  We  do 
hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  eleven  hundred 
and  ninety-three  (1,193)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  George  F.  Drew  received  six  hundred 
and  nineteen  (619)  votes  ;  Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  (574)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  eleven  hundred  and 
ninety  (1,190)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  six  hundred  and  nineteen 
(619)  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  (571)  votes^ 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- three.  (4,763,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call 
received  six  hundred  and  five  (605)  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and 
five  (605)  votes:  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  five  (605)  votes  ;  Robert 
Bullock  received  six  hundred  and  five  (605)  votes ;  Fredrick  C.  Humphries  received  five 
hundred  and  eighty-six  (586)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  five  hundred  and 
eighty-six  (586)  votes ;  William  H.  Holden  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-six  (586) 
votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  five  hundred  and  and  eighty-five  (585)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  eleven 
hundred  and  ninety-six  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  six  hundred 
and  seventeen  (617)  votes ;  Horatio  Bisbee,  jr.,  received  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
(579)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  eleven  hundred  and 
ninety-two  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Francis  M.  McMeekin  received  six  hundred  and  eight 
(608)  votes ;  Henry  R.  Peasdale  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  (584)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  eleven  hundred 
and  ninety-two  (1,192)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Putnam  P.  Bishop  received  six  hundred 
and  four  (604)  votes ;  Calvin  GiUis  received  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (587)  votes  ; 
Heniy  R.  Teasdale  received  one  (1)  vote. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Pilatka,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  13th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

[SEAL.]  WM.  THOMPSON, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Putnam  County. 

[SEAL.]  M.  C.  SNOW, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Putnam  County. 

[SEAL.]  ALFRED  DAVIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Putnam  County. 

Canvasstd. 

SAML.  B.  McLlN, 

Chairman. 
SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Santa  Rosa  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Dixon  H.  Golson,  pudge  of  the  county  court  of  the  countv^ 
stated,  and  Frank  Smith,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Will- 
iam C.  Beck,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the 
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board  of  coaoty  oaavassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circait  court,  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  November,  the  same  beins  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the 
county  of  Santa  Rosa  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesdav,  the  seventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  ei^j^ht  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the 
holding  of  elections,'^  approved  August  6, 1@6S,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  ap- 
proved February  27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  eleven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  (1,179,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Geo.  T.  Drew  received  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  (773.) 

Marcellus  L.  Steams  received  four  hundred  and  six,  (406.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenaut-govemor  was  eleven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  (1,178,)  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  HuU  received  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  (771.) 

David  Montgomery  received  four  hundred  and  seven,  (407.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  (1,177,)  of  whiol^ 

James  E.  Yonge  reoeived  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (768)  votes. 

Wilkinson  Ciwl  received  seven  hundred  and  sixty-ei^ht  (768)  votes. 

Robert  B.  Hilton  received  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (768)  votes. 

Robert  Bullock  reoeived  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (768)  votes. 

F.  C.  Humphries  reoeived  four  hundred  and  nine  (409)  votes. 

Charles  H.  Pearoe  reoeived  four  hundred  and  nine  (409)  votes. 

William  H.  Holden  reoeived  four  hundred  and  nine  (409)  votes. 

Thomas  W.  Long  received  four  hundred  and  nine  (409)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  eleven 
hundred  and  seventy-six  (1,176)  votes,  as  follows,  viz: 

R.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  (771)  votes. 

William  J.  Purman  reoeived  four  hundred  and  five  (405)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  eleven  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  (1,166,)  as  follows,  viz: 

Qeorge  C.  McWhorter  received  seven  hundred  and  forty,  (740.) 

Bartlett  J.  Blackman  received  four  hundred  and  twenty-six,  (426.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seaU  of  office,  at  Milton,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  llth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-Hix. 

[SBAL.]  DIXON  H,  GOLSON, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Santa  Rosa  County. 

[SEAL.]  FRANK  SMITH, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Santa  Rosa  County. 

WILLIAM  C.  BECK, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Santa  Rosa  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

SAINT  JOHN'S  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Saint  John's  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  George  W.  At  wood,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  J.  D.  Stanbury,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  D. 
L.  Dunham,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the 
board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Saint  John's  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  **Au  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Febru- 
al'y  27,  ltf72.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  (839,)  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  five  hundred  and  four  (504) 
votes;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  (335)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  (839,)  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hall  received  five  hundred  and  five  (505) 
votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  (334)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  eight  hun- 
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dred  and  thirty-nine,  (839,)  as  follows:  Jesse  J.  Finley  received  five  hundred  and  eight 
(508)  votes ;  Horatio  Bisbee  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  (33L)  votes. 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  (639,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call' received  five  hun- 
dred and  one  (501)  votes;  James  E.  Yonge  received  five  hundred  and  one  (501)  votes ; 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  five  hundred  and  one  (501)  votes;  Robert  Bullock  received 
five  hundred  and  one  (501)  votes ;  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  (338)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
(?38)  votes;  William  H.  Holden  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (338)  votes; 
Thomas  W.  Long  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (338)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  (839,)  as  follows:  Francis  M.  McMeekin  received  five  hundred  and  three  (503) 
votes ;  Henry  R.  Teasdale  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  (336)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  (833,)  as  follows,  viz :  Thomas  J.  Russel  received  five  hundred  and  fifteen 
(515)  votes ;  Domingo  M.  Pappy  received  three  hundred  and  eighteen  (318)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Saint  Augustine,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
this  eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  seventy-six.  

GEO.  W.  ATWOOD, 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Saint  John's  County. 
J.  D.  STANBURY, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Saint  John's  County. 
[SEAL.]  DAVID  L.  DUNHAM, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Saint  John's  County. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 

SUMTER  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Sumter  County: 

We,  the  undersigned,  A.  J.  Cassiday,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  M.  W,  Dozier,  sberift*,  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  A.  J.  Pharos,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board  of  county  can- 
vassers in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  the 
same  being  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county  of  Sumter  and  State 
aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections,"  approved  August  6, 
1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  cer- 
tify, from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  (680)  sis  hundred 
and  eighty  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

George  F.  Drew  received  (511)  five  hundred  and  eleven  votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Steams 
received  (169)  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  (680)  six  hundred 
and  eighty  votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Noble  A.  Hull  received  (513)  five  hundred  and  thirteen  votes;  David  Montgom- 
ery received  (167)  one  hundredjand  sixty-seven  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
(2,715,)  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifteen,  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received (506) 
five  hundred  and  six  votes;  James  E.  Yonge  received  (506)  five  hundred  and  six  votes ; 
Robert  B.  Hilton  received  (506)  five  hundred  and  six  votes ;  Robert  Bullock  received 
(506)  five  hundred  and  six  votes ;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  (173)  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-three votes;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  (173)  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  votes; 
W.  H.  Holden  received  (173)  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  votes;  T.  W.  Long  received 
(173)  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  (630)  six 
hundred  and  eighty  votes,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  (513)  five  hundred  and  thirteen  votes ;  William  J. 
Pnrman  received  (167)  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  (644)  six  hundred  and  forty-four 
votes,  as  follows,  viz : 

Whitfield  Walker  received  (499)  four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  votes ;  Isaac  Naylor 
received  (145)  one  hundred  and  forty-five  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  (635)  six  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  as  follows,  viz : 
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William  A.  Hecker  received  (503)  five  hundred  and  three  votes;  Joseph  W.  Beadles 
received  (1^2)  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Leesbnrgh,  in  the  county  aforesiud,  this 
eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  j*ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eij^ht  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

[SEAL]  A.  J.  CASSIDAY, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Sumter  County. 
MATHEW  W.  DOZIER, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Sumter  County. 
LsEAL.]  A.  J.  PHARES, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIX, 


Chairman. 


SUWANNEE  COUNTY. 


State  of  Florida^  Suwannee  County  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Michael  A.  Clontz,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  Moses  L.  Stebbins,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
Mathias  M.  Blackburn,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  consti- 
tuting the  board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify 
that  we  met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on 
the  11th  day  of  November,  the  same  being  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the 
connty  of  Suwannee,  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tn^ay,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of 
elections,"  approved  August  6, 1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  one  thousand  and 
eighty-five,  (1,085,)  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  (629;)  MarcellusL.  Stearns  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-five,  (455;)  William 
Hutcbins  received  one,  (1.) 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  one  thousand  and 
eighty-five,  (i,085,)  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hull  received  six  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
(631  ;)  David  Montgomery  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-four,  (454.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  one  thousand 
and  eighty-five,  (1,085,)  as  follows,  to  wit :  Jessee  J.  Fiuley  received  six  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  (^ ;)  Horatio  Bisbee«  jr.,  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-six,  (456.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  one  thousand  and  eighty-one, 
(1,081,)  as  follows,  viz:  Nathaniel  J.  Patterson  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
(623 ;)  Thomas  N.  Bell  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  (458.) 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  the  assembly  was  one  thousand  and 
eighty-two,  (1,082,)  as  follows,  viz :  Samuel  M.  Martin  received  six  hundred  and  twen^- 
three,  (623;)  Nathaniel  Y.  Bryan  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-five,  (455;)  Moses  L. 
Stebbins  received  one,  (1 ;)  Gfeorge  Rixford  received  one,  (1 ;)  Samuel  J.  Patterson  re- 
ceived one,  (1 ;)  E.  F.  Henderson  received  one,  (1.) 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  one 
thousand  and  eighty-four,  (1,084,)  of  which  Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  (626 ;)  James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  (626;)  Robert 
B.  Hilton  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  (626;)  Robert  Bullock  received  six 
hundred  and  twenty-six,  (626;)  Frederick  C.  Humphries  received  four  hundred  and 
fifty-eight,  (458;)  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  (458;) 
William  H.  Holden  received  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  (456;)  Thomas  W.  Long  re- 
ceived four  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  (458.) 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Live  Oak,  in  the  connty  aforesaid,  this  11th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

M.  A.  CLOUTZ, 
Judge  of  the  Countv  Court  of  Suwannee  County. 
MOSES  L.  STEBBINS, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Suwannee  County. 
MATHIAS  M.  BLACKBURN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Suw^inee  County. 

Canvassed 

SAML.  B.  McLIN, 

Chairman. 
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TAYLOR  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Taylor  County  : 

We,  the  andersigned,  James  H.  Weutworth,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  J.  H.  Sappington,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
John  W.  Powell,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  a 
board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  tenth  day 
of  November,  the  same  being  three  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Taylor  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elections," 
approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February  27, 187*2. 
We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  aforesaid — 

That  the  whole  number  of  vot«s  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  three  hundred  and 
fifteen  (315)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  two  hundred  and  forty-three 

(243)  votes ;  M.  L.  Steams  received  seventy-two  (72)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  three  hundred  and 
twelve  (312)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  two  bundled  and  forty-four 

(244)  votes ;  David  Montgomery  received  sixty-eight  (68)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  (1,260)  votes,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge  received  two 
hundred  and  forty-two  (242)  votes ;  Wilkinson  Call  received  two  hundred  and  forty- 
two  (242)  votes;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  two  hundred  and  forty-two  (242)  votes; 
Robert  Bullock  received  two  hundred  and  forty-two  (242)  votes;  Frederick  C.  Humphries 
received  seventy-three  (73)  votes ;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  seventy -three  (73)  votes ; 
William  H.  Holden  received  seventy-three  (73)  votes ;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  sev- 
enty-thiee  (73)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  three  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  (314)  votes,  as  follows  :  R.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  two  hundred  and 
forty-three  (243)  votes;  W.J.  Purman  received  seventy-one  (71)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  three  hundred 
and  fifteen,  (315.)  as  follows,  viz :  D.  N.  McAulay  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
(168)  votes ;  F.  C.  Morgan  received  eighty-four  (84)  votes ;  J.  H.  Sutton  received  sixty- 
three  (63)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office  at  Perry,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this  tenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundreil  and  seventy -six. 

[SEAL.]  JAMES  H.  WENT  WORTH, 

Judge  of  the  Coontv  Court  of  Taylor  County. 

[SEAL.]  JOS.  H.  SAPPINGTON, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Taylor  County, 
JNO.  W.  POWELL, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Taylor  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAMIi.  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 

WALTON  COUNTY. 
State  of  Florida,  Walton  County : 

We,  the  undersized,  Daniel  Campbell,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  John  L.  Campbell,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
James  H.  Rice,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the 
board  of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we 
met  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  13th 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  six  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Walton  and  State  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy -six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  au 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions," approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  afore- 
said— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  was  six  hundred  and  eighty  (680) 
votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Oeorge  F.  Drew  received  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  (634) 
votes ;  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  received  forty-six  (46)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  six  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  (679)  votes,  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hull  received  six  hundred  and 
thirty- four  (634^  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  forty-five  (45)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  presidential  electors  was  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  (2,695,)  as  follows,  viz  :  Wilkinson  Call  received  six  hundred 
and  twenty-six  (626)  votes ;  James  E.  Yonge  received  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
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(628)  votes :  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  six  haudred  and  twenty-eiffbt  (628)  votes ; 
Robert  Bullock  received  six  hnndred  and  twenty-eight  (628)  votes;  T.C.Hompbriee 
received  forty-six  (46)  votes;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  forty-six  (46)  votes;  W.  H.  Hol- 
den  received  forty-seven  (47)  votes;  T.  W.  Long  received  forty-six  (46)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  six  hnndred 
and  seven tv-nine  (679)  votes,  as  follows:  Robert  H.  M.  Davidson  received  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  (636)  votes ;  W.  J.  Pnnnan  received  forty-three  (43)  votesL 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  six  hundred  and 
eight  (608)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  James  M.  Williams  received  six  hnndred  and  eight 
(608)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Euchee  Anna,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
13th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six. 

DANIEL  CAMPBELL, 
Judge  of  the  Counfy  Court  of  Walton  County. 

[COUNTY  SEAI-]  JOHN  L.  CAMPBELL, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Walton  County. 

James  h.  rice. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Walton  County. 
Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Washington  County : 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  B.  Jones,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
stated,  and  John  £.  Skipper,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  W. 
L.  Raley,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met  at 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  November,  the  same  b^ng  four  days  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Washington  and  State  aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventv-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions/' approved  August  6, 186H,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  afore- 
said— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  five  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  (526,)  as  follows,  viz :  Greorge  F.  Drew  received  four  hundred  and  five  (4U5) 
votes,  and  Marcellus  L.  Stearns  receiv^  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lieutenant-governor  was  five  hundred  and 
twenty-four  (524)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Noble  A.  Hull  received  four  hundred  and  seven 
(407)  votes;  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  two  thousand  one  hnndred  and  four  (2,104)  votes,  of  which  James  E.  Yonge 
received  four  hundred  and  seven  (407)  votes ;  Wilkinson  Call  received  four  hundred 
and  seven  (407)  votes ;  Robert  B.  Hilton  received  four  hundred  and  seven  (407)  votes  ; 
Robert  Bullock  received  four  hundred  and  seven  (407)  votes ;  Fredrick  C.  Humphries 
received  one  hnndred  and  nineteen  (119)  vot«s;  Charles  H.  Pearce  received  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  (119)  votes ;  William  H.  Holden  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
(119)  votes;  Thomas  W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  nineteen  (119)  votes. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  five  hundred 
and  twenty- five  (525)  votes,  as  follows,  viz  :  Robert  H.M.Davidson  received  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  (408)  votes ;  William  J.  Purmau  received  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
(117)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen (517)  votes,  as  follows,  viz :  Jesse  B.  Lassiter  received  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  (381)  votes ;  Ephraim  P.  Melvin  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136)  votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Vernon,  in  the  county  atoresaid,  this 
eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

WILLI Alf  B.  JONES,  [l.  s.] 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Washington  County. 

[SEAL.]  JOHN  E.  SKIPPER,  [l.  s.] 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Washington  County. 

W.  LUMPKINS  RALY,  [l.  s.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 
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WAKULLA  COUNTY. 

State  of  Florida,  Wakulla  County  : 

We,  the  nndersif^ned,  W.  T.  Dnval,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  stated, 
and  James  W.  Smith,  jr.,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and  Amos 
Hargrett,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  above  mentioned,  constituting  the  board 
of  county  canvassers  in  and  for  the  county  stated,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  met 
at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  conrt  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  ninth  (9th) 
day  of  November,  the  same  being  two  davs  after  the  general  election  held  in  the  county 
of  Wakulla  and  State  aforesaid  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  re)?istration  of  electors  and  the  holding  of  elec- 
tions/' approved  August  6,  1868,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  February 
27, 1872.  We  do  hereby  certify,  from  the  returns  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  afore- 
said— 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  governor  of  Florida  was  five  hundred  and 
forty-three,  (543,)  as  follows,  viz :  George  F.  Drew  received  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  (363)  votes ;  M.  L.  Stearns  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  (180)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  lientenant-govemor  was  five  hundred  and 
forty-two,  (542,)  as  follows,  viz:  Noble  A.  Hull  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one 
(361)  votes,  and  David  Montgomery  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  (181)  votes. 
*  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  waa 
five  hundred  and  forty-three  (543)  votes,  of  which  James  £.  Yonge  received  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  (361)  votes ;  Wilkinson  Call  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one 
(361)  votes ;  R.  B.  Hilton  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  (361)  votes ;  R.  B.  Bul- 
lock received  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  (361)  votes;  F.  C.  Humphries  received  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  (182)  votes ;  C.  H.  Pearce  received  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  (182)  votes;  W.  H.  Uolden  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182)  votes  ;  T. 
W.  Long  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representative  in  Congress  was  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-three,  (543,)  as  follows :  R.  H.  M.  Davidson  received  three  hundred  and 
sixty-four  (364)  votes,  and  William  J.  Purman  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
(179)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  State  senator  was  five  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  (544,)  as  follows,  viz :  C.  S.  D.  Johnson  received  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  (364) 
votes;  Gustavo  Jsenike  received  one  hundred  and  eighty  (180)  votes. 

That  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  member  of  assembly  was  five  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  (535,)  as  follows,  viz :  W.  W.  Walker  received  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  (358)  votes ;  Theodore  Powell  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (177) 
votes. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  of  office,  at  Crawfordville,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  this 
ninth  (9th)  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

[c.  c.  SEAL.]  W.  T.  DUVAL, 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Wakulla  County. 

[COUNTY  SEAL.]  JAMES  W.  SMITH,  Jr., 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  of  Wakulla  County. 

AMOS  HARGRETT,  [l.  s.] 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Wakulla  County. 

Canvassed. 

SAML.  B.  McLIN,  Chairman. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


DOCUMBNTAEY  BVIDBNOB. 

ARGUMENTS  OF  REPUBLICAN  COUNSEL,  3-8,  18-22,  26-28,  42-44,  85,  86,  134, 135, 
159, 160, 175, 201. 202, 241, 25^260, 331-337, 393, 394, 401, 402, 405, 429, 476 

The  powers  of  the  State  can  vassiDg- hoard 3,4 

The  (rue  vote    3 

Ballot-hnx  must  l)e  parked  in  certain  cases .^  3 

The  n«ceM8itv  of  going  hehind  returns ^ 4 

The  ctMint  of  the  ballots  fonnd  in  the  box  may  consummate  a  fraud 4 

Returns  iiiuNt  be  rejected  when  the  true  vote  cannot  be  identified  and  the 

fal»e  exchuled 4 

The  illegality  at  precinct  No.  3,  Key  West,  Monroe  County 5-8 

The  denial  ot  tlie  right  of  trial 6 

Neglect  of  duty  by  inspectors 6 

A  precinct  CHUvaHs  must  be  public  and  without  adjournment 6 

CanvtfSH  niusiD  be  made  in  the  precinct 6,7 

The  rejection  of  precincts  for  illegal  acts  of  inspectors 7,  ^ 

TliH  returns  from  Clay  County 18 

The  demand  fi»r  the  rejection  of  the  vote  of  Duval  County 18-20 

The  alleged  frauds  in  Columlna  County 20,85,86 

The  irregnlrtriiies  and  frauds  in  Orange  County 21,2^ 

Elections  vitiat«*d  by  fraud 22 

The  objectiouH  to  Archer  No.  2,  Alachua  County 26, 27, 42, 43 

TheillegHl  vnte  at  Waldo,  Alachua  County 27,43,44 

The  specifications  against  Duval  County 134,135 

ThefrHUdsiu  Ilamilt.»n  County 159,160 

Objm'tions  to  Campl>ellt4m  precinct,  Jackson  County 175 

Frauds  at  Friendship  Church,  Jackson  County 201 

Argument  on  the  frauds  io  Jackson  County 256-260 

Thi)  chHfges  and  specifications  in  Jefferson  County 330-337 

The  alleged  irregularities  in  Leon  County 393,394 

Oljections  to  the  canvass  of  Manatee  County 401,402 

ReMponse  t^>  reply  of  democratic  counsel 405 

Objectifms  to  the  vote  of  Volusia  County 476 

ARGUMENTS  OF  DEMOCRATIC  COUNSEL,  8-lH,  2.5,  26,  28,  29,  58,  59,  102-104,  121, 
122,  143,  144,  163,  252,  256,  262-264,  381,  400,  403,  468,  469,  477. 

The  importance  of  the  investigations  of  the  canvassing-bjard 8 

Voters  not  to  knffer  from  the  default  of  election-officers 9 

The  Weight  of  evidence 9 

The  result  in  Archer  precinct,  Alachua  County 9-12,25,26,28,29 

The  canvass  in  Baker  County 12 

The  omisHions  and  irregularities  in  Clay  County 12, 13 

The  rejection  of  the  voteof  DuvhI  County 13,121,122 

The  irregularities  in  Manatee  County 13, 14 

The  count  in  Hamilton  County 14 

The  return  fr«>ra  Orange  County 14,468,469 

Frauds  in  Jefferson  C<»nnty 14, 15 

Powers  of  the  board  «  f  Stat«  canvassers 16,17 

What  votes  should  be  rejected  and  what  added  to  returns 17 

Waldo  precinct,  Alachua  County,  should  be  purged  and  not  rejected 58,59 

Answer  to  sfieciHcations  in  regard  to  Columbia  County 102-104 

Tbe  right  of  employers  to  issue  marked  tickets  t4)  their  employ^ 143 

Colored  voters  intimidated 144 

The  charges  in  regard  to  Hillsborongh  County 163 

Reply  to  specifications  in  regard  to  Jackson  County 2.')2-256 

Specifications  in  regard  to  Jefferson  County ! 262-*i64 

The  alleged  irregular! lies  in  Leon  County 381 

R»  joinder  to  8peciHc4itions  against  Levy  County 400 

The  specifications  in  regard  to  Volusia  County I s77 

32  FLA* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


498  INDEX. 

AL4CHUA  COITNTY: 

Certificate  of  the  coantyoanvassere 24 

RetarDs  of  Archer  precinct,  poll  No.  2 25 

Objections  filed  by  democratic  connsel 25,26 

Argument  of  democratic  ooansel 9-12,23,29,58,59 

Reply  to  obJectionH  to  the  retams 26-28, 42, 43 

Aunouncemeutofthe  voteat  ArcherNo.  2 26,27,29,31,44,49,50 

Remarks  of  counsel  on  the  testimony  and  affidavits  of  Green  R.  Moore  and 

Floyd  Dnkes 10.26,27,28 

Affidavits  of  Floyd  Dukes 30,31,49 

Remarks  of  connsel  on  testimony  and  affidavits  of  R.  H.  Black  and 

Thomas  H.  Vance 11,27,28 

The  ballots  found  in  the  ballot-box  of  Archer  No.  2 30,41,49,53 

Affidavit  of  8.  C.  Tucker,  George  Blitch,  and  W.  A.  Gregor 29.37 

The  democratic  guard  at  the  court-house 29,46 

Affidavit  of  Thomas  F.  King 30 

Affidavit  of  Peter  Dougherty - 30 

Alleged  admission  by  K.  H.  Black 30 

Affidavit  and  statement  of  W.  H.  Belton 39-42 

Further  affidavits  of  W.  H.  Belton 46,48 

Refusal  of  W.  H.  Belton  to  sign  certificate  of  county  canvassers 40 

Certificate  of  county  can vassrrs  signed  by  W.  H.  Belton,  and  reasons  there- 
for   48 

Affidavits  of  R.  H.  Black 44,45,51 

Affidavits  of  Thomas  H.  Vance 45,52 

The  signing  of  the  returns  from  ArcherNo.  2 : 45 

The  usual  democratic  vote  at  Ai  cher  precinct 45 

Affidavit  of  L.  G.  Dennis  (Davis) 45 

Affidavit  of  Eugene  Allen,  of  Fernandina,  that  he  did  not  voto  at  Archer 

No.2 32 

Affidavits  of  Charles  Bouknight,  J.  W.  Williams,  Geo.  Helverston 32,34 

Alleged  death  of  two  persons  whose  names  appear  on  poll-list 32 

Affidavit  of  Samuel  T.  Fleming 32 

Samuel  T.  Fleming's  list  of  voters  at  Archer  No.  2 33,34 

Samuel  T.  Fleming's  list  of  persons  who  did  not  vote  at  Archer  No.  2....       34,35 

Poll-list  at  Archer  No,  2 34-37 

Affidavits  of  Green  R,  Moore 38,39,45 

Affidavits  which  were  false  extorted  from  Green  R.  Moore 45 

Affidavits  regarding  the  signature  of  W.  H.  Belton  to  the  certificate  of 

the  county  canvassers 54,55 

Affidavits  and  statements  of  Irving  E.  Webster 55,56,68 

Presentnieu  t  of  the  grand  jury  in  regard  to  election  at  Archer  No.  2 56, 57 

Affidavit  of  L.  G.  Dennis *     57 

The  election,  and  county  canvass  in  1874 73-75 

.  Affidavit  of  L.  A.  Barnes  and  John  W.  Raymond 46 

Attestation  of  signature  ef  Green  R.  Moore  to  affidavit  of  November  20, 

1876 46 

Affidavit  of  seventy-eight  persons  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket 

at  ArcherNo.  2 46,47 

Affidavit  of  seventeen  persons  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket  at 

ArcherNo.  2 47 

Affidavit  of  John  C.  Brown  that  he  vobed  at  Archer  No.  1 48 

Affidavit  of  M.  A.  Moore 48,49 

Affidavits  of  nineteen  persons  that  they  voted  at  Archer  No.  2 50 

The  exclusion  of  votes  at  Barnes's  store 26,44 

The  illegal  votes  at  Waldo  precinct 27,43,58,59,60,61 

Certificate  of  the  result  at  Waldo  precinct 57,58 

Affidavit  of  R.  B.Ewing 59 

Affidavit  of  William  8.  Carpenter 59 

Affidavit  of  Wilson  G.  Goodson 60 

Affidavit  of  M.J.Robinson 60 

Affidavit  of  Robert  Doak 60 

Affidavit  of  Theodore  A.  Peck 60 

Affidavit  of  Thomas  Aldridge 60 

Affidavit  of  S.  E.  Ranson 61 

Affidavit  of  Elbert  McKinney,  Henrj]  Washington,  Frank  Brown 51 

Affidavits  that  seventy  persons  therein  named  voted  the  republican  ticket 

at  Archer  No.2 51 

Affidavit  of  Saul  Wright,  David  Brown,  Jas.  MoLin 51 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  499 

Page. 

ALACHUA  COUNTY— Continned. 

Affidavit  of  Andrew  LeBertb,  Richard  Doby,  Kinohen  Reeves 51 

Affidavit  that  certain  persons  did  vote  the  republican  ticket  at  Archer 

No.  2 52 

Affidavit  of  James  B.  Dawkina 52,53 

Affidavit  of  twenty-three  persons  that  they  voted  the  repablioan  ticket  at  ** 

Archer  No.  2 53 

Affidavit  of  J.  W.  Newberry ^1 

Affidavit  of  John  W.  Linley 61 

Affidavits  of  Robert  W.Campbell 61,62,64,65 

Affidavits  of  D.  L.  Browning 62,66 

Affidavit  of  Joe  M.  Perry 62 

Affidavits  of  Henry  William  Bruce 62,63,67 

Affidavits  of  William  Noyes 63,64,67 

Affidavit  of  J,  M.  Perry 63,64 

Affidavit  of  Elias  Earle 64 

Affidavit  of  T.  B.  Smith 66 

Affidavit  of  A.C.Mas8ey 66 

Affidavit  of  Joseph  Lynn ^ 67 

Affidavit  of  J.  H.  Massey 67 

Affidavit  of  Peter  Bailey 67 

Affidavit  of  M.  S.  Cheves 68 

Classification  of  illegal  voters  at  Waldo  precinct 69 

Poll-listof  Waldo  precinct 70,71 

Affidavit  of  Charles  E.  Haile 71 

Affidavit  of  James  Chestnut i 71,72 

Newnansville  precinct 72 

Affidavit  of  M.Ellen  Downing - 72 

Affidavit  of  Littleton  J.  Phillips 72,73 

BAKER  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 76 

Returns  contested 76 

Argument  of  democratic  counsel 12 

Suggestion  of  republican  counsel 77 

Affidavit  of  M.L  Cox,  county  clerk. ;?7 

Affidavit  of  John  Dorman 77 

Certificates  of  the  clerk's  canvass 78,79 

Averment  of  republican  counsel  as  to  the  legal  return 79 

Affidavit  of  Elisha  W.  Driggers,  county  Judge 79 

Affidavit  of  A.  A.  Allen,  sheriff 79 

Affidavit  of  William  Green,  justice  of  the  peace 79 

Affidavits  as  to  the  legal  canvass 79 

Affidavit  as  to  clerk's  canvass 77 

Affidavit  of  J,  W.  Howell «0 

Illegal  registration 80 

Returns  of  Darbeyville  precinct 81 

Returns  of  Sanderson  precinct 81 

Returns  of  Olustee  precinct - 82 

Returns  of  JohnsviUe  precinct 82 

BRADFORD  COUNTY : 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 478 

BREVARD  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 479 

CALHOUN  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 479, 430 

CLAY  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 480,481 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY : 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 84 

Certificate  of  precinct  No.  4    85 

Objections  of  rej^ublican  counsel  to  the  vote  of  the  county 85, 86 

Inspector  changing  ballots  of  the  voter 85,87,93 

Outrage  on  colon>id  republicans 86,89,90,92 

Republican  voters  compelled  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 86, 89, 90, 91, 92 

Illegal  voters 86,95,96,97,100,101 

Discharged  for  voting  republican  ticket 94 

Affidavit  of  Alexander  Johns 90 

Affidavit  of  Charles  Thompson 90,91 


Digitized  by 


Google 


600  IKDEX. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Continned. 

Elnctioo  carried  by  Bydtetuatio  and  pTeooneertod  terrorism 91 

Frandalenl  registration 91 

AflSdaTitof  Win.  R4>a8AD 91 

Affidavits  of  Andrew  Johnson 91,92,96,101 

Affidavit  of  Aolomon  Wrigbt 92 

Affidavit  of  Ben jomin  Jordan  and  Downing  Harris 93 

Affidavit  of  Howard  Nelson 93 

Affidavit  of  Annisou  Bnrris W 

Affidavit  of  George  Coles  and  Cato  Carter 86 

PermHis  allowed  to  vote  on  oath,  wbo  never  bad  been  registered 86,87,99 

Affidavitof  Alfred  D.Holland 87 

Affidavits  of  Frank  Small H7,fl8 

Bribed  to  vote  tbe  democrat ie  ticket 87,88,94,96 

Affidavit  of  Emanuel  Wright 88 

Affidavitof  Peter  Taylor 88 

Affidavits  of  Benjarain  Jordan 86, 93 

Affidavit  of  Wm.  MoNtsh,  Slepbeo  Thomas,  Joseph  King,  Thomas  Boyd, 

JoHepb  Simmons 89 

Affidavit  of  John  Anderson  and  Ben.  Jordan 94,95 

Affidavit  of  A.  D.  H«dlai>d 95 

A  conviet  voted  the  demoeratic  ticket 95 

Affidavit  of  A.  A.  Hoyt 95 

Affidavit  of  Matbew  Lee 95 

Affidavit  of  Morphy  Diion 96 

Affidavit  of  Alfred  Hickland 96 

Affidavitof  Benjamin  Gordon 96 

Affidavitof  Isaac  Douglass 9R,97 

Affidavits  of  Joseph  A  Dongberty 97, 1(H.  1(15 

Returns  from  precinct  No.  1 97,98 

Fraudalent  blanksfor  making  precinct  retnms 98,99 

Affidavit  of  inApectors  and  supervisors  in  regard  to  fraud 88,99 

Affidavit  of  Jest^  Harden 99 

Affidavitof  B.  W.Grant 160,101 

Affidavit  of  Inaac  McClnsMley 100 

Colnmbia  Connty  to  l»e  carried  without  regard  to  cost 100 

Affidavit  of  Dennis  Alexander 101 

Affidavit  of  Robert  Sbepard 101 

Reply  and  argument  of  democratic  counsel • 102,104 

Affidavits  of  George  M.  Whetstone 105 

Denial  of  the  intimidation  of  colored  republicans 105,106, 168,109 

Joint  affidavits  and  six  others  that  the  election  was  peaeeable..... 106 

Affidavits  of  D.  McLaurin 166 

Affidavitof  George  C.  Mattox 107 

Affidavitof  W.  8.  Dudley  and  others 108 

Affidavit  of  colored  voters 168, 109 

Affidavitof  R.  C.  Martin 109 

Affidavit  of  W.  T.  Niblack  and  others 110 

Affidavitof  8.  French 110 

Affidavit  of  William  M.  Ivesjr 110,111 

Affidavitof  Robert  Brown Ill 

Affidavitof  F.  M.  Weeks  and  others Ill 

Correction  of  a  retnrn  aft-er  its  receipt  by  the  county  canvassers Ill 

Affidavitof  R.  W.  Broome IW 

Letters  of  R.  W.  Broome  and  George  G.  Keen 112 

DADE  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  connty  canvassers 481,483 

DUVAL  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  connty  canvassers 113 

Tbepresenceof  the  connty  judge 113,114,131,133,134 

Protest  of  the  county  Judge : 114 

Pf  oteste  of  democratic  candidates  and  committeemen 114, 1 15, 131, 132 

Retnrns  of  Esst  Jackson vi lie 116 

Returns  of  Jarksonville,  east 115 

Returns  of  Jacksonville,  west 116 

Returns  of  North  Jacksonville 116 

Returns  of  Lavilla 117 

Returns  of  Brooklyn 117 

Returns  of  Reed's  Landing 118 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  601 

Page. 

DUVAL  COUNTY— Continned. 

Rftnriis  of  Pottsbnrgh 119 

ReturuB  of  Mayport 119 

Ketnrnri  ot  MaDdarin 120 

Ki'tnrns  of  Baldwin 120 

Ohjectioiis,  by  democratic  counsel  to  canvassing  the  vote 121, 122 

AmdavitsofP.  F.  L.Englo 122,127 

Affidavits  of  IT.  P.  L.  Engle  and  A.  W.  DaCosta 123 

Affidavitsof  A.  W.  DaCosta 123.124,125.137 

Affidavits  of.  in  regard  to  illegal  voters 122. 123, 124. 125. 137. 139. 132 

Statement  of  J.J.  Daniel  and  T.  £.  Buckman 128,129 

Affidavit  of  J.  J.  Daniel 129 

AffidavitofT.  E.  Buckman 129 

Statement  of  W.  A.  McLean 129-131 

Protest  of  Jesse  J.  Finley 132.133 

Statement  bv  the  county  clerk 133.  l:)4 

Argument  of  republican  counsel ItU.  135 

LiHt  of  alleged  convicts  charged  with  voting 135,136 

Affidavit  of  colored  democrats 136. 137 

.     Affidavit  of  James  H.  Payne 138 

IrfiKt  of  alleged  repeaters 122, 123 

Affidavit  of  Charles  J.  Kenworthy 12:^ 

Irregular  registration 124 

Perseus  charged  with  repeating  who  did  not  vote  but  once 125 

Affidavits  of  Horatio  JenkinSjJr 125 

Affidavit  of  J.  Edward  Allen 125.126 

List  of  unregistered  voters D?6 

Affidavit  of  F.  F.  L.  Engle  and  J.  Edward  Allen 127 

Affidavits  of  Edwin  Higgins 127.128.136.142 

Alleged  unregistered  votes  found  on  the  records 127, 128, 142 

Affldavitof  J.  W.  Scott 138 

Affidavit  of  John  Frazier 138 

Compelled  to  vote  the  republican  ticket 138 

Affidavit  of  David  L.  Dunham 138 

Alleged  non-residents  who  voted 138,139 

Minutes  of  the  first  day's  proceedings  of  the  county  canvassers 139 

DiHcharged  for  voting  the  republican  ticket 139.140 

Affidavit  of  B.  Nibbick 139,140 

Affidavit  of  S.  Faber  Daggett 140 

Inmates  of  county  jail  voted 140 

Affidavit  of  Robert  White 140 

Republican  voters  threatened  with  loss  of  labor  and  wages 140 

Marked  democratic  tickets  nsed  to  intimidate  voters 140, 141. 142 

Affidavit  of  Simon  Baer 140.141 

Marked  democratic  tickets  found  in  the  ballot-boxes 141,143 

Affldavitof  Roy  P.  Moody 141 

Affidavit  of  Samuel  Forrester 141.142 

Affldavitof  Phillip  Walter 142 

Affidavit  of  J.  W.  Archibald 143 

Petition  of  republicans  for  the  exclusion  of  lUl  marked  tickets  from  the 

count 143 

Reply  of  democratic  counsel 143, 144 

The  alleged  right  to  compel  the  votes  of  workmen 144 

ESCAMBIA  COUNTY: 

Election-officers  not  sworn 145 

Voters  who  had  not  been  registered 145 

List  of  alleged  repeaters •. 145, 146 

Certificates  of  R.  A.  Stearns,  county  clerk 145,146 

The  location  of  poll  No.  2 146 

Affidavits  of  Royal  Putnam 146, 147 

A  train-load  of  repeaters 146,147,148,149 

Intiuiidation  of  colored  voters 146 

Affidavit  of  A.  B.  Wheelock,  John  Rigo,  and  S.T.Pon8 147 

Affidavitsof  John  W.Hall 147,149 

Affidavit  of  officers  of  precinct  No.  4,  Pensaoola c...  148 

Affidavit  of  officers  of  precinct  No.  2,  Peusacola 148 

Affidavit  of  J.N.  Coombs..-. 148 

£x«;lu8ion  of  United  States  supervisor 149 

Affidavit  of  Charles  H.Parlin 149 


Digitized  by 


Google 


602  INDEX. 

ESCAMBIA  COUNTY— Continued. 

Affidavit  of  J.  A.  Parlin 149 

Affidavit  of  Tot ere  at  Nix's  precinct 149,150 

Affidavit  of  officera  of  precinct  No.  l^Pensacola 150 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassere 482 

GADSDEN  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  connty  canvassen 483 

HAMILTON  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  the  county  oanvamen 151 

Action  of  the  State  canvaasiDg-board 152 

Amiment  of  republican  counsel .* 152,159,160 

Affidavit  of  Stephen  L.  Taylor 153,154 

Irregularities  at  Jaaper  No.  2 153 

Irregularities  at  White  Spring 154, 155 

Affidavit  of  R.  £.  Raulerson 154 

Affidavit  of  George  F.  Smithson 154 

Affidavit  of  Thomas  N.  Bell 156 

Reply  of  democratic  counsel 155 

Returns  from  precinct  No.  1 155 

Returns  from  precinct  No.  4 • -.  156 

Returns  from  White  Springs 157,158 

Returns  from  Jasper  No.  2 157 

HERNANDO  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  oauYassere 161 

Republican  specifications 162 

Non-residents  vot**d 168 

Affidavitsof  Arthur  St.  Clair 162,163 

Affidavit  of  Ben  Saxon 162 

Rejoinder  of  democratic  counsel... 163 

Affidavit  of  James  T.  Maghee 163 

HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassere 483,484 

HOLMES  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassere 484 

HUMPHREYS,  FREDERICK  C: 

Appointment  as  shipping  commissioner 22,23 

C*irtificate  of  clerk  as  to  resignation 23 

JACKSON  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassere 164 

Tabulated  vote 204 

The  conduct  of  the  election  at  Sneed's  Store 165-174 

Affidavit  of  R.  J.Pittman  and  A.  Merritt 165 

Affidavit  of  Armested  Banks 165 

Affidavits  of  P.  R.  Green 165,172 

Affidavit  of  Daniel  A.  Kemp  and  othen 165 

Affidavit  of  Alonzo  Lee ». 166 

Affidavit  of  W.  H.  Milton  and  othere 166 

Affidavit  of  W.  R.  Robertson  and  six  othere 166 

Affidavit  of  Adam  C.  White 166 

Affidavit  of  Daniel  Neal 167 

Affidavit  of  Jesse  Epps 167 

Pol -list  of  Sneed's  store 167,168 

Affidavit  of  C.  C.  Sullivan  and  twelve  othere 169 

Affidavit  of  W.  R.  Sneed  and  A.  C.  White 169 

Affidavit  of  inspectors  at  Sneed's  store 169,170 

Affidavitof  Adam  C.  White 171 

Affidavitof  LP.  Ring 171 

Affidavitof  Mitchel  Sandere 172 

Affidavit  of  Green  Leadbetter  and  Henry  Matthis 172 

Affidavit  of  L.  C.  Armistead 173 

Affidavitof  W.  K.Robinson 174 

Objection  of  republican  counsel  to  Campbellton  precinct 175 

Poll-list  at  Campbellton  precinct 176,177 

The  conduct  of  the  election  at  Campbellton  precinct 17H-iyo 

Affidavits  of  J.  W.  Calloway 178, 181, 190, 193, 194 

Affidavits  of  B.  F.  Parker 17tf,  181, 182. 190 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  503 

Page. 
JACKSON  COUNTY— CoDtinued. 

An  affidavit  not  subscribed  t-o 179 

Affidavit  of  R.  C.  Knight  and  five  others 179, 180 

Affidavit  of  Simpson  Brown 180 

Affidavits  of  Armstrong  Purdee 180, 181. 182. 189 

Affidavit  of  James  8.  Coker 1H2 

Affidavits  of  J.  H.  McKinney 183,198 

Affidavit  of  HillWaddell 184 

Affidavits  of  Martin  McKay  and  Cramp  Bnie 184 

The  ballot-box  left  at  noon 183-184,189 

Affidavit  of  John  Speight 184 

Affidavits  of  Lewis  Godwin 185.186 

Affidavit  of  persons  who  voted  the  repnblican  ticket  at  Campbellton 185-187 

Division  of  time  at  the  poll 187, 188, 198 

Affidavits  of  James  Gaston 188,198 

Officers  debarred  from  the  polls 188 

The  nse  of  Federal  troops 190,194,240,249,250,251 

Letter  from  Governor  Steams 197 

Affidavit  of  Hill  Waddell 199 

The  conduct  of  the  election  at  Friendship  Church 191, 192.211-213 

Affidavits  of  Peter  Anderson  and  Henry  Freeblood :....  191 

Affidavit  of  Ransom  McKay , 191 

PoUlist  at  Friendship  Church 192,193 

Affidavitof  J.  F.McClellau 193 

Objection  of  republican  oonnsel  to  Friendship  Church 199 

Affidavit  by  Henry  Long 202,203 

Supervisor  excluded  from  the  polls 202 

Affidavitof  Wm.  T.  Henderson  and  W.  C.  Cooper 203 

Affidavit  of  inspectors  at  Friendship  Chnrch 205 

Affidavits  by  Edward  Hayes 208,209,210 

Affidavitof  Edward  Hayes 205 

Affidavit  of  W.  R.  McDaniel  and  five  others 206 

Affidavit  of  John  Mathews 206 

Affidavit  of  James  P.  Cooper  and  others 206 

Affidavitof  Ransom  McKay 206 

Affidavit  of  Tbeopilus  Baxter 207 

Affidavitof  Abram  Dickson 207 

Affidavit  of  intimidated  democrats -• 207 

Affidavit  df  J.  H.Stephens 208 

Affidavits  of  republicans  who  voted  at  Friendship  Church 210,211,212,214 

The  conduct  of  the  election  at  Port  Jackson 214-225 

Objections  to  the  canvass  of  the  vote 214 

Affidavits  of  persons  illegally  prevented  from  voting 215,219,220 

Poll-list  at  Port  Jackson 216 

Affidavit  of  John  W.  Selman 217 

Affidavits  of  J.  C.  Robinson 217 

Affidavitof  Moses  Dykes 217 

Affidavits  of  H.  J.  Watson  and  James  Mallory 218 

Affidavit  of  A.  Lewis 218 

Affidavits  of  T.  A.  Parramore 218 

Affidavit  of  C.  M.  Compton 218 

Affidavits  of  Isaac  Cobb  and  others '. 219 

Affidavits  of  W.G.Robinson 219 

Affidavitof  Budd  Jones  and  Mansfield  Smith 219 

Affidavitof  Peter  Magner  and  others 220 

Affidavit  of  Braxton  Gilbert 221 

Affidavits  of  J.W.Robinson 221 

The  conduct  of  the  election  at  Neal's  Landing 226-239 

Objections  of  repnblican  counsel  to  the  vote  at  Neal's  Landing 226 

Poll-list  at  Nears  Landing 227 

Affidavit  of  Emanuel  Sherman 228 

Beaten  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket 228 

Affidavit  of  J.  C.  Jones 228,229 

Affidavits  of  Z.  T.  Parramore 229,232,235,236 

Affidavit  of  John  R.  Eby 229 

Affidavit  of  Jesse  J.  Williams , 229 

Affidavit  of  citizens  that  the  election  was  peaceable 229, 2:50 

Affidavit  of  William  A.  Belson 230 

Affidavitof  David  Neal 230 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IND£X. 

Page. 

JACKSON  COUNTY— Continued. 

AfHilavir  of  republican  voters 231 

Affldavitof  Hnbbard  Roach 231 

Affldavitof  John  Heartfield 231 

Adjoarnment  of  the  canvass 231-233 

The  ballot-box  out  of  sight  of  voters 238,239 

Argnment  of  democratic  counsel 232-256 

Argument  of  republican  counsel 256-260 

JEFFKRSON  COUNTY. 

Certificate  of  the  county  canvassers 261 

Objections  of  democratic  counsel '. 262-264.266 

Alleged  repeaters 264,2© 

Affldavitof  R.  B.  Whitfield 264,266,268,269,270,286,237,2^9,294,320,321 

Affidavit  of  Jesse  A.  Walker 265 

Affldavitof  Henry  Landers 266 

Affldavit  of  George  Norton 266 

Affidavit  of  William  Taylor 266 

LiHt  of  convicts 266-268 

Affldavit  of  Andrew  Denham 

Affldavit  of  George  W.  Turner 269 

Affldavit  of  J.  D.  Scott 260 

Affldavits  as  to  illegal  votes 270,271 

Affldavitof  W.  C.  Bird 270 

Affldavits  of  R.T.  Hurst 270, 2»? 

Affldavit  of  J.  W.  White 270 

Affldavitof  C.  E.  Hay 270 

Affidavit  of  J.  G.  Connell 270 

Affidavit  of  W.  O.  Bird 271 

Affldavitof  G.W. Turner 271,288* 

Affidavit  of  James  F.  Tucker 271. 2JS 

Report  of  William  Scott,  supervisor 271,273 

Affldavitof  Benjamin  Dillworth 273,274 

Affldavitof  William  Henry 274 

Affidavitof  H.L.Weller 274 

Affidavit  of  R.Turnbull 275 

Affldavitof  J.  W.Jorden 275 

Affidavits  of  William  Scott 275,277,278,279 

Affidavit  of  William  Bailey 275 

Affidavitof  J.  H.Tucker 276,2« 

Affidavitof  Daniel  Morgan 276 

Affi«iavite  of  D.L.  Oakley 276,280,281 

Affldavitof  Edward  Walker 276 

Affidavitof  D.B. Bird 277 

A  miscount • 277,278 

A  recount 279 

Affidavit  of  L.  L.  Weller a* 

Confusion  at  the  polls 279-2S1 

Returns  of  Poll  No.  1,  Monticello 281 

Affidavits  of  Moses  J.  Taylor 282.283,327,331 

Affidavit  of  T.  S.  Clarke 283,284 

Alleged  iUegal  voters  at  Poll  No.  2 284,285 

Affidavit  of  J.  D.  Turner 284 

Affidavitof  Alexander  Waters 284 

Affidavit  of  Jacob  Hart 284 

Affidavitof  W.J.  Smith 285 

Affidavit  of  W.  C.  Bird -. 285 

Affidavit  of  J.  D.  Thompson 286 

Affidavitof  R.  Shuman 2«6 

Affidavitof  J.  W.  Jourdan 286 

Affldavit  of  John  Anderson 286 

Affidavitof  L.  Q.  C.  Lingo 287 

Affldavitof  W.  Z.  Baily 287 

Affidavit  of  R.  TurnbuU 287 

Affidavits  of  B.  W.  Bellamy 237,311 

Affidavit  of  G.  S.  Meacham 288 

Affidavit  of  B.  F.  Barnes 288 

Affidavit  of  J.  P.  Connell 289 

Affidavit  of  I.  F.  Connell 289 

Affidavit  of  William  A.  W.  Simmons 289 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  505 

Page. 
JEFFERSON  COUNTY— Continued. 

AfHdavitof  Tbomaii  Adams 289 

Affidavit  of  Gloss  Brown 289,290 

Affidavit  of  L.  Sherman 290 

Affidavit  of  8.  B.  Baldwin 290 

Affldavitof  A.  J.Eston 290 

Beasley's  store 281-298 

Retanisfroni  Beasley's  store 319 

Affidavit  of  Jesse  H.  Walker 291 

Affidavit  of  J.  L.  Neely 291 

Affidavit  of  A.  F.  P.  Douglass 291 

Affidavit  of  W.  Z.  Bailey 291 

Affidavit  of  Asa  May 291 

Diagrams  of  location  of  Beasley's  store 292,295 

Affidavits  of  Benjamin  Dill  worth  and  J.  D.  Cole  as  to  location  of  Beasley's 

store  293 

Affidavit  of  democratic  voters 294 

Affidavit  of  E.B.  Whitfield 294 

Affidavit  of  8.  Pasco 294.295 

Affldavitof  A.  F.P.Douglass 295,296,300 

Affldavitof  A.  Denham 296 

Affidavit  of  T.  H.  Douglass 296 

Affidavit  of  Thomas  Greenwood 296 

Affidavit  of  William  Beasley 297 

Affldavitof  Israel  Sciplin 297 

Affldavitof  A.  J.Eston ^ 298 

Affidavit  of  Frank  Allen 298 

List  of  democratic  voters  at  Waukeenab 298,299 

Affidavitof  William  P.Green 299 

Affldavitof  J.8.  Butler 300 

Affidavit  of  C.  E.  McClellan 300 

Affidavit  of  James  S.  Russell 300 

Affidavit  of  J.  T.  Moore 300 

Affidavit  of  F.  Russell 300 

Affidavit  of  O.  H.  Gadsden 301,313 

Affidavits  of  Alvin  May 301 

Affidavits  of  Asa  May 302 

Affidavit  of  Frank  Allen 302 

Returns  from  Wankeenah 302,303 

Attempts  to  purchase  affidavits 303, 316, 316 

Affidavits  of  Peter  Thomas 303 

.    Affidavitof  George  Sneed , 304 

Affidavit  of  William  Hartefield 304 

Identification  of  democratic  voters 304 

Returns  from  Long's  store 305 

Report  of  Daniel  U.  Bryan,  supervisor .305,306 

Affidavits  of  James  H.  Saunders 306,307 

Affidavits  of  James  C.Smy  the 308 

Affidavit  of  B.  C.  Gibbs 308,309 

Affidavit  of  James  Wiggins  and  Robert  Dickinson 308 

Affidavit  of  Nero  Brown 309 

Affidavit  of  George  Boxey 309 

Affidavit  of  MoBes  Williams 309 

Affidavit  of  James  C.  Singleton 309 

Affidavit  of  Fred.  EUis 310 

Affidavitof  Wm.  Beasley 310 

Affidavit  of  Henry  Riser 310 

Affidavitof  Jose  Dallas 311 

Affidavit  ot  Dennis  Heath 311 

Affidavit  of  8.  J.  TurnbruU 311 

Affidavit  of  James  H.  Saunders 312 

Affidavitof  Gloster  Redmond 312 

Affidavit  of  R.  B.  Whitfield  as  to  unregistered  voters 312 

Affidavit  of  J.  R.  Sanders 313 

Affidavits  of  W.  W.  Abbott 313 

Affidavitof  G.  W.Patterson 313 

Affidavit  of  F.  Russell 313 

Affidavit  of  T.  W.  Sturgess 314 

Affidavit  of  L  R.  Edwards 314 


Digitized  by 


Google 


506  INDEX. 

Fafe. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY— Continued. 

AflSdavitof  J.  W.  Freeman 314 

List  of  democratic  voters  afr  Ulmers 314,315 

Retarns  from  Ulmers 316 

Shot  for  voting  the  republican  tiokel 316 

AflSdavit  of  Lewis  Gardner 316 

Affidavit  of  James  Payne 316,317 

Affidavit  of  Pickens  TiUman 317 

The  legality  of  the  canvass 317 

Affidavit  of  W.  W.  Wynn 318 

Feminine  intimidations. , * 318 

Affidavit  of  John  Robinson 319 

R4»cord  of  county  commissioners 3:20 

Affidavit  of  Phillips  Chester 321 

Affidavit  of  Peter  Daymont 321 

Affidavit  of  Campbell  McCordy 321 

Affidavit  of  Parris  Rouse 322 

Affidavit  of  Agnes  Soon 32a 

Affidavit  of  Peter  Jackson 322 

Affidavit  of  George  Oppleton 322 

Affidavits  of  Benj.  Dillworth  and  John  Mays 322 

Affidavit  of  Motteti  J.  Taylor 323 

Affidavit  of  Stephen  Barney 323 

Affidavit  of  James  Wiggins  and  Robert  Dickinson 323 

Affidavit  ot  Hector  Morrow 323,324 

Affidavit  of  Hardy  Thomas ^4 

Affidavit  of  Warner  Williams 324 

Affidavit  of  Isaac  DeLaucy 3^ 

Affidavit  of  Prince  Stellman 325 

Agreement  for  the  preservation  of  order 327-330 

Affidavit  of  Janies  Bell 327,320 

Proceedings  of  conference  committ'Oe 329,330 

Rejoinder  and  argument  of  republican  counsel 330-337 

The  falsity  of  the  democratic  census 331,379 

Registration-list  338-354 

Democratic  census 355-376 

List  of  minors  said  to  have  voted 377,378 

Affidavit  of  James  C.  Smy  the  as  to  mode  of  taking  census 379 

Affidavit  of  Stephen  Griffin 389 

Poll-list  of  precinct  No.  13 390,391 

AffidavitofT.  F.Moore 391 

Affidavit  of  Henry  R.  Fellhell 392 

Affidavitof  J.  M.  Cam :         392 

Affidavit  of  Walter  Gwynn :..  398 

Argument  of  republican  counsel 398,394 

Attempt  to  bribe  a  supervisor 394 

Affidavitof  W.  G.  Richardson 394 

LA  FAYETTE  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 4* 

LIBERTY  COUNTY : 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 406 

LEON  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 380 

Objections  by  democratic  counsel 381 

The  conduct  of  the  election  in  Tallahassee 381,383 

Affidavitof  Robert  Gamble 381 

Affidavit  of  G.  A.  Ball 3« 

Affidavit  of  John  W.Nash 3^ 

Affidavitof  W.  R.Wilson 382 

Affidavitof  M.  F.  Popv 383 

Affidavitof  S.  H.  Randolph 383 

Affidavitof  Rich  Ball 383 

Affidavitof  W.  W.  Eppes 383-392 

Affidavit  of  Frank  Hawkins 384 

Affidavits  of  J.  P.  Roberts.. .1 3«4 

Affidavit  of  William  Burrington 384 

Affidavitof  Gardner  Williams 384,385 

Affidavitof  Jesse  Dennis 385 

Affidavit  of  T.  F.  Moore 385 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  507 

LEON  COUNTY— Continued. 

Affidavits  of  Amos  Eouse 386,387,390 

Precinct  No.  13 .-. 385-393 

Affidavits  of  L.  F.  Roberts -* 386, '389, 391 

Affidavits  of  8.  J.  Fleming...  i 387,389 

Affidavit  of  March  Golden ^ 388 

LEVY  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  the  connty  canvassers 395 

Objection  of  republican  connsel 395,396 

The  ballot-boxes  taken  f^om  the  charge  of  the  proper  officers  ....^ 396, 397 

Affidavits  of  John  G.Williams 397,399 

Affidavits  of  W.R.  Canty 397,398 

Illegal  registration 397,398.399 

Answer  of  democratic  counsel 397 

Argument  of  republican  counsel 397,398 

Affidavit  of  F.E.Miller 399 

Rejoinder  of  democratic  counsel 400 

Illegal  votes — Cedar  Keys 400 

Affidavit  of  F.  E.  Miller  and  others 400 

MADISON  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 486,487 

MARION  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 487,488 

MANATEE  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 401 

ejections  of  the  republican  counsel 401-403 

Affidavit  of  James  D.  Green 403 

Reply  of  democratic  connsel 403 

Affidavit  of  John  B.  Ray  and  others 403 

The  character  of  James  D.  Green 403,405 

Tbe  votes  of  persons  who  claimed  a  residence  in  other  counties 404 

Affidavit  of  Jesse  B.  Magill 404 

Republican  argument 405,406 

AffidavitofM.  Martin 406 

The  vacancy  in  tbe  clerkship 406,407 

Affidavit  of  Samuel  Hamblen  and  W.  T.  Webster 407 

MONROE  COUNTY : 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 408 

The  fraudulent  blanks  for  returns 408,409 

Protest  of  republican  counsel  against  the  canvass  of  precinct  No  3 409 

Petition  of  candidates  who  believed  themselves  counted  out 410 

Action  of  the  county  canvassers 410, 411 

The  contest  referred  to  the  State  canvassing-board 411 

Adjournment  of  the  canvass  to  another  precinct 411, 416, 417. 419, 422, 423 

Affidavits  of  Juan  M.Reyes 411,419,420,4*23 

Affidavits  of  Charles  T.  F.  Clarke 412,413.416,425 

Illegal  voters  at  No.  3 412 

Intimidation  of  challengers 412,413,418,419 

Affidavits  of  F.  N.  Wicker 413,414,418,419 

lutimidation  of  colored  voters 413,414,415 

Affidavit  of  Manuel  Govin 414,415 

Names  illegally  added  to  the  registration-list 415,417,418,421,422 

Affidavit  of  Frederick  De  Armes , 416,418 

Affidavit  of  Frederick  F.  Johnson 417 

Discharged  voting  the  republican  ticket 417 

Returns  of  precinct  No.  3 417,418 

Protest  of  C.  M.  Cespede* 420 

Affidavit  of  Manuel  Escases 420,421 

Affidavit  of  Charles  A.  Pindar 421 

Affidavits  of  William  M.  Artrell 421,427 

Affidavit  of  Euloglo  Rodriguez 421 

Affidavitof  Robert  D.Murray 422 

Affidavit  of  James  A.Roberts 423 

Affidavitof  Johu  T.  Barker 423 

Rejoinder  of  democratic  counsel - 423 

Affidavit  of  Jeptha  V.  Harris 424 

Affidavit  of  William  J.  Barthum 425 

Affidavit  of  inspectors  at  No.  3 424,425 


Digitized  by 


Google 


608  INDEX. 

IfONROE  COUNTY— Continned. 

ProtestA  af;ainst  preciDcts  Nos.  1  aDd2 425,426 

Affidavit,  of  Johp  W.  Sawyer 426 

Affidavit  of  M.  J.  Wbitebonae  and  Peter  T.  Knight 426- 

Protests  by  Jeptha  V.  Harris 425,426,427 

Affidavit  of  Cbarlea  A.  Pinder 427 

NASSAU  COUNTY : 

Certificate  of  oounty  canvassers 428 

Arguiiieut  of  republican  ooonsel ,. 429 

Marked  democratic  ballots 429-438 

Affidavit  of  Samael  Petty 429 

Affidavit  of  Frederick  E.  Grossman 429-4;U 

Lists  of  voters  expected  to  vote  the  marked  ballots 430 

Compelled  to  vote  marked  ballots 431,433,434,435 

Affidavit  of  Gill»ert  W.  Dosey 431,4:i2 

Affidavit  of  Gilbert  H.  Dorsey 432,433 

Affidavit  of  Dennis  Jenkins • 433 

Affidavit  of  Col nm bus  Dorsey 434 

Affidavit,  of  Lonis  Watson 434,435 

Affidavit  of  Joseph  Blake 435,436 

Affidavit  of  Reuben  Canty 436,437 

Affidavit  of  William  Smith 437 

Affidavit  of  James  Smith 438 

Reply  of  democratic  counsel 438 

Affidavit  of  D.  8.  Yulee 438,439 

Statement  of  G.  S.  Brown 440 

Affidavit  of  W.  Naylor  Thompson 440-442 

The  use  of  marked  tickets  justified 439-441 

Affidavit  of  Eddie  Reynolds  and  nine  others,  who  were  not  coerced 442 

Affidavit  of  George  Ned  aud  ten  others 442 

Affidavit  of  Alfred  Hampton,  John  WashingtoD,  and  Robert  Leggins 443 

Affidavit  of  Samuel  Dennisfield,  Larry  Wilson,  Toney  Wiley,  and  Edward 
Jones 443 

ORANGE  COUNTY: 

Certificateof  county  canvassers 444 

Objection  to  the  canvass  of  the  county 445 

Petition  for  order  of  court  to  send  the  prednot  returns  to  Tallahassee 445, 446 

Order  of  the  court 446 

Irregular  registration 446 

Affidavit  of  Herman  L.  Phelps,  John  A.  McDonald,  and  A.  W.  Leonard  ..  446 

Affidavit  of  John  A.  McDonald 447 

Affidavitsof  A.  W.Leonard 447 

Affidavit  of  Herman  L.  Phelps 448 

Affidavit  of  Robert  B.  Rich 448 

Affidavit  of  Nathan  Redding 452 

Affidavit  of  G.  W.Lewis 453 

List  of  unregistered  voters 453,454 

Affidavit  of  J.  H.Allen 454 

Excess  of  registration 454 

Returns  from  Hawkinsville 455 

Returns  from  Fort  Mason 456 

PolMist  at  Mellonville 457 

Returns  from  Mellonville  ..., 4S7 

Returns  from  precinct  No.  4 458 

PolMist  at  No.  4 458 

Returns  from  Lake  Nober 460 

PoU-list  at  Lake  Nober ..  450 

Returns  from  Shingle  Creek • 461 

PoU-list  at  Shingle  Creek 461 

Affidavit  of  A.  W.  Leonard  and  three  others 448 

Affidavit  of  W.H.Holden 448,449 

Affidavit  of  A.  W.  Leonard  and  Urman  L.  Phelps 449,450 

Affidavit  of  John  B.Stiokney 451 

Character  of  John  P.  Hughey , 451 

Affidavit  of  Adam  Shadrack 451 

Affidavit  of  Shepper  Stork 452 

Affidavit  of  H.Jackson , 4n« 

Affidavit  of  S.  Gumpert , 452 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  509 

ORANGE  COUNTY— Contlnned.  *^** 

Affidavit  of  Price  Wilson 452 

Affidavit  of  E.  Coleman 452 

Returns  from  Lake  Jessnp 461 

Poll-list  at  Lake  Je8snp 462 

Returns  from  Fort  Christmas 463 

Poll-list  at  Fort  Christmas 463 

Returns  from  Alamonte 464 

Poll-list  at  Alamonte 464 

Returns  from  Sontb  Apopka 465 

PolMlst  at  South  Apopka 465 

Poll-list  at  Sauford 466 

Poll-list  at  Orlando 467 

Argument  of  democratic  counsel 468,469 

Affidavit  of  J.C.Anderson 469 

Affidavit  of  Thomas  L.  Audei-son *. 469 

Affidavit  of  J.  J.  Daniel  and  Robert  Bullock 469 

Affidavit  of  R.  W.  Lauton  and  others 469,470 

Affidavit  of  J.  V.  Mitchell 470 

Affidavit  of  T.W.  Shine 470 

Affidavit  of  John  R.  Mizell 471 

Affidavit  of  J.  H.  Allen  and  T.  W.  Shine 471 

Affidavit  of  Walter  Gwynn 471,472 

Character  of  J.  J.  Hite 472 

AffidaAitof  William  C.Parker 472 

AffidavitofT.E.  Wilson 472 

Affidavit  of  J.  H.  Allen : 473 

Records  of  county  commissioners 473,474 

The  ballot-boxes 474,475 

Affidavit  of  R.  L.  Snmmerlin 474,475 

PEARCE,  CHARLES  H.: 

Protest  against  the  action  of  William  Archer  Cocke 23 

POLK  COUNTY: 

Certiticat^  of  county  canvassers 488,489 

PUTNAM  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 489 

SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY: 

Certiticate  of  county  canvassers 489,490 

SAINT  JOHN»S  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 490,491 

SUMTER  COUNTY: 

Cerriticate  of  county  canvassers 491,492 

SUWANNEE  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 492 

TAYLOR  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 493 

VOLUSIA  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  canvassers 476 

Objections  of  republican  counsel 476,477 

Re^p  nse  of  democratic  counsel 477 

WALTON  COUNTY: 

Certificate)  of  county  canvassers 493,494 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY: 

Certificate  of  county  canvassers 494 

WAKULLA  COUNTY: 

Certiticate  of  couuty  canvassers •  495 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1.^ 

,  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


